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'."the-new;régiohalisﬁvf.-The-tenmx"thg new'rqgionélismﬂ will

INTRODUGTION.

"Duringsthe-lagt.thinty-five years tnaré.has'beea‘g

nbticeable in the literature of the social-sciences a rise

~and deélineiin,émbhasis upon reglonalism, parﬁicuiggly

bé*uéed in tnis'sﬂudy tofrefer to the type df‘regionalism-_
advocated by a gr@up of men located principally in the

universities of- the southeastern ‘United States. Howard

W Odum of the University of North Carollna was - the outs

standing spokesman and acknowledged leader-of this group.
his unlversity supplied the fa01lities for the study and
practice of the new regionalism, and the. Univer51ty of
North Caroliaa Press has been one of the foremost publisners
of the theories and studies of the new regionalists.

At the heith of their enthusiasm the advocates of

the new regxonalism seemed to regard: it 4s a- sort of

maglc formula which would lead to the solving_o_f all social
problems. . They claimed that socia;_scientigﬁs“working
within ﬁnd:framéwork of this approach cauld-providé-Know~
ledge in'a.form in which it could andlﬁbuld be used by
social-planneré_and.administrators,
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‘However, withih the last two OT three years there

has been an apparent lessening of faith in the magic

zqualities of the new regimnallsm. Fvan Howard Odunn himself

: seems te have deeided reluctantly that regienalism is merely

one- syesial form of sociology.

It will be the primary purbose of this study to try
to identify some of the reasons for the apparent difflculty
the new reglenalism experienced in attaining the position
for which it was . intended by its advocates, that position
as‘guiding‘prineip;e fqr gll'sooial science research:

_ Since-;t;isfphe~opinion of this wriﬁer that 'the

obstaeles preventing comnlete aceéptance of the new region—~

'&lism lay within the approach itself, this paper will be

devoted to. a study ef the literature of the new regionallsm.

,This therature 1ncludes two types of writing. ‘One kind.

deals with thg theqry of the new reg;onallsm. It is in )

thié.groﬁp.of'writiagsIthat Qne-finas-the_iiteratuié.coﬁe
eerning What-the new-regionaiiémqig'agd_what it:will'do. |
Tﬁe seacond tjpe-qf literature c@nsisté'dffthe results-0f 
research conducted within the framework of the new region-
alism, ;Anjévalaation 6f.the néw-rqgiohglism in terms of
ﬁhe :elation?hi§ é: these two types of literature will be
useful in.ac@ompliéﬁing the'primary_purpose.of,this study.
This-eyaluafian,will be based upon the extent to which the -

reSulﬁS'of-researGh-by-the new-regionalists-show that

;
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the new regionaliam is what the tneorists say it is and

that it daes wnat tney say it will dos.

o ﬁhexe,arelinvqlved ;n‘such an evaluation certain |
- analytical zn_-rc_a'i)léns, which must be i*esolxve‘.fcl-;i . The rirst of
‘these 1s the -dépﬂ\iéi@.ﬁ _reslult:{ng‘f.ifom the many uses of the
words'“region*-dnd "fégionalism"f' éhépﬁér“I'of this'studY_
“fwill be given aver te an analysis of thoge: terms and an

 attempt ta clariiy ﬁhe diotinction between Lhe new. region=
_”alism and its anteeedents.- ' |
The see@nd analytlcal Droblem is concerned with the
--dual nature of the new regionalism which emphasizes first,
‘researoh and|study'and second, planning and.administratlon@_
The prlmary interest ef this paper lies in study and |
-rese@roh wiﬁh;n the new reaiogalismyh However, since‘the
_goals of_the-new\rggiqagliéﬁs include the implementing of
the fiﬁ@&ggs:of'rgéearch, Chapter II’will_oquiqt'qf-an
gfféﬁt to idb&tiﬁy.ppé éoﬁrces of theseﬁ@ore-praeﬁica;
ispectgﬁof'thg neW';egionglism ggd4tq.makétoleér their
" positioniwithin.ﬁnié5neW'concept. Chaptef‘ll and TI'should
convey 8, fairly complete representation of whalt the new
',regi@nallsm meant to its advocates at the ‘height of its
'popularity. ] |

 Chapter. III will contain a. description of the current

positien of the,ngw-reg;onalism, Those writings which point

SQ a Iégsening*ef:arﬁbr'ammng its advocates will be examined




together with other writings which attempt to- appraise

the p@ﬁSibiiitiasffor progress'far the=aadial'sciéncas

Within ﬁhe new régionalisﬁ. It -will becoma evident from

'this eXaminatlon that some changes in the conoept ef the

new reglonalism have been tahing nlace.

Chapter IV will eontain & brief review of some of
the-work‘done by sacial acientigts.wquing w;nhln the.
framework 6f thé new regienalism, ‘“péciai'atﬁenticn'will

be given to the extent to which these studies oontribute

. %o the solutlon of social problems in 1ine with the -

_announced goals Of ‘the new regionalists themseélves,

Chapter v will contain the conelusions ef thls writer
concerninb tbe reasons foer the apparent changed attitude
of the new regienalisﬁs teward thelr concept. ‘

Aside from the primary purp@se of examlning the in~

'herenb passibilities and limitations in the. concapt @f

' the new regionallsm, this paper has a secondary purpose in

presenting e case study of the growth. of an idea. The

new regionalism will be traoed from its early beglnnings

in many different forms, through a period of enlargement

dgring,wniQH_a numper otf rg;abed ideaa,we:e<brougnt_to-

 gother., The last period, during which the popularity of

thé tdtal:éoncépt sQams;to be declining, is a perlod of

refinement. Jome phases of the concept of the new regionalism




S
are belng dropped or deemphasized, Others are being brought

to the fore, The conelusions reached at the close of this

'papépfqahton;y_ba ténﬁqtivg; the concept of the new reglion=-

‘alism 18 still changing, and 1t may yet ¢mérge in suoh a

fgrm a$fp6 géc@ésiﬁaﬁéfﬁiﬁ@ring_e#aluatidnSIWhich‘haVe-been

‘reached at this stage of 1ts development,:
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CHAPTEH I._
WH&T IS THE NEW REGIONALISM?

| | eégegieealism",end_releted terms sueh as "regional
planeing“faed "regienal research" have become quite commone
place in the- literature ef the secial scienees within the.
last thlrty er-thirtj-five years, But many readers are

'vstill confused as to the Speeific meaning of these termS;
This confusion appears te rest upon the tendeney of both
senolerly and popular wrlcers to use these terms almost
indiscriminately witheut definltien other than that. eupplled
by the-centext. It ‘'1s the verlety of contexts in which

these terme appear which is -confusing, Hewever, all these

terms, no. matter whlch definitien is used, do have ome charac-

teristic in common, their reliance upen seme tybe of 260

_graphic unit or regicn.,.'_ ' | |
. " Generally speaking; a region is a: geographic area
delimited bJ beundaries within which there is homogeneity
of soee physical ergseci&l_charecteristic,_-Tne size of
the reéion and'naﬁere:ef‘the bounderies are determined by
the characteristic er characteristics whose homogeneity
defines the aree. The nature of the regien will be 1nflu-

enced also by the purpose for which the delim;tatien 18 ‘made.
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The. vafiety'ef characteristies studied by'regielaliEte-and

the mauy different purpoees for which reglonel dellneetlons

are made are resyonszble, in the final analysis, fer the

'veried éefinitions of +he term region and its related terms.

Another facter centrjbuting to the confusion surround-

ing thege terms is tne fact that they have erept 1ato pup-

ular. spaeeh. "Wegional" has become an adjective to describe

any element of eulture asgociated with a. partieular ared.,,

fIt may be used 1n conneetlon witn a locality or a much larger

area indiscriminatelya This one sourage - of confuuien will

‘be- minimized in this peper in that elmest all writings

dealt with are of a- sehelarly nature, So thet terme relat-
ing te regiens or regienalism.will not be as ed.w;thout a
specifiedpurpese. | | |

The preblem of this chepter is to define one of these
concepts of regionalism, sPecifically the coneept of the
new regienalism;; This oencept draws heavily from many
different definitiens of regienalisme Therefere, a brief
review of the. meening of regienelism in the sooial eciences

mey be ueeful te this discussion for .two reasons. First,

it w111 demenetrate now the numerous differing deilnitiens

of the region &nd regionallem have centributed to the

_confusien eurreunding them. _$econd it will show something

of the number and diversity of the reots of the new

re.s;i.onalism, -




Regionalism 1n the Socis1 SQiences.

Geographers, in describlng tne physical features ef
the. enrth's surface'were among the first to maxe use of
regiens@ Tney delineated regiens on the basis ef 51milarity
in the features-ef topography or. climate, Fven among the
geographers there wWas variation 88 to tne nature of the
region in that some geegrapners limited their studies to
the physical cna:acter;sties;ef the earth while others
went en to studj'the'effsEﬁ of iheSe nntural cheracteriss
tics upon man and his ‘use of. the physical environment in
building culture. There were varying degrees of emphasis
upon the influence ef natural environment upon man, ranging
from the possibil;stsz ‘who believed that there were many
alternative nses_mnn conld make of the netural materials
given nim, to the geegraphie determinists who believed
that man's culture was directly detenmined by physical envi-

ronmentq,-7

All of these geographers contributed to the theory of -

regienalism through their empnasis upon spatial distribution

of geographie_phenomene, The views of the new regiena;ists

'are;most cleseiy“related,to those of the possibilists in

bhat.they'prQPOSe-plenning for the most.e:ricient use of

the envirenmenﬁsllreSOﬂrdas of the region, -
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| formal rsesgnition in the Writings of Clark Wissler.

Another form of reglonslism came into use smsng the
anthrspologists studying and. classifying the ‘cultures of
the Amerisan Indian, A form of regianalism‘was exprss~ed
in the coseept of ths culture area which was first given
1
_ ,Ths_concspt-of,culture.agaas,is based upon the fact
tpat_certsihscqltursspatterns anong ths Indian tribes appear

to have accompanied certailn economic systems. .Economic '

'f_ systems révolved around the principal source of food for a

given group;_lwhen'the culture of a tribe'was viewed as a
whole, it eould usually be located in'an area in which the.
cultures of all tribss shswed great similarity.

The work of the anthropelogists is partieularly

intsrssting 1n showing how the Kinds of. rsgions and types

' of boundaries used vary with the nature of the @ats studied.

For instance,.the boundaries of culture areas were actually
transitiosal zones rather-thsn_dsfinits:11nes-of demarcation,

'Tribssjnaving cultures typical of éiven_regisns were desig-

nated as culture centers, an&'othsr tribal culturés varied

more and more. frsm the typical one as ‘the distance from the

- center increased until there was a gradual transition to

the culture type of the adjoining srsa. ,'

1Clark Wissler, The Amsrican Indian (New York: D. C.
McMurtrie, 1917) .
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Wissler believed that the uatural environment offered
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of resouroeﬁpetteras-was'developeq'ths_stqhi'ef metrepolitan
dominance and me£;0poiitan‘regiomélisﬁgf‘The-eoenomic aemié.
nance of ‘some- natural regions over ethers became a subject

of 1nterest to tne eeonomists. Their interest in metropolitan
regionalism the- economists share with otner regionalists. '

The_new-reg;onalists have been particularlylinterested in

. the eoonomio reietionsﬁips between the south and other regions.

Many ef'the‘south*s'diffieultiesj they feel; ¢an be traced

te_the eoonemicldosinsnoe of other fegiens, espe@ially'the
northeasts, |

‘The emphasis upen regioms among pelitieal scientists
has ‘been the outgrowth of the belisf that sdministrative
areas ‘now in use which were often delineated arbltrarily
w1thout regard to. community of interests. within thelr ‘boun-
daries,_are-no lenger?the“most efficient un;ts for;govern-
meq@sltadmioistration5 nRegionalists:Stress tne,need for |
some newggeograph%o.uhit_smeller than'thehoetioh'as a whole,
These reglons should'be laid'out S0 ag toneocompass within
their boundaries ‘areas havzng interests and problems common
to the entire reglon. Ideally, these raglons would also

be homogeneous as to.soc;al backgroundd

lSee Re' E. Dickinson, City Region andIRe

(New Ybrk~ Oxford University Hress, 19475, p. .
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Recentl&, the inc:easéd interest of‘ﬁhe‘fedéral_govern.
ment in'natu:al.reéourqé'planniag_wniog aocbmpaniéd.the
rise of tge\éﬂeﬁ'ﬁéai?|further»directed:the atténtion of
pdlitical sqienﬁists tbward'the-regionai"difrerences
%nipb exist ip_this'countpy. The federal govgrnment itself,
és_Well:és Qtﬁ?r?inétitutibns,4has sponéored the efforts
of'poliﬁioai~§cientisgs to work,out poééiﬁlé'fgérrangemeﬂts
ef.fedéralggovernmenﬁal agencles and policiegawhich would
pake into consideiation these regional.realitieégl Theré '
haé<aisq beén'afbohsiderabla'amﬁunt Qf'iﬂ@érest iniregioﬁél
planning-whithhééipfiSLnated within some réiatLVely well
éstablishqdlregiops.éuch as New England and"thé.Pacific
:Nbrthwé55,3.Bécaﬁsé this type of aétiv;ty.oh the part of
poiltical sciehtisﬁs has been more‘diréetly.cqncerne& -
. w;ﬁn p;aénigg aﬁd,ﬁﬁe actuai“execuqiéh Qf-plaﬁngng; it
i w;l} b§ disgu§sed_m0r9 fully in Chapter iI;zwhich is
5..Sp@éiinéll#,direétﬁﬁj§9ward delineating these practical f”

_aspeets of regionalism.

. ‘lNabional'Resoprées Committee, Regilonal Factors in
National Planning and Development (Washingten: United States
Gevernmeat Prfntgng_03f1¢35 1935). L .

. 2Charles MoKinley, Uncle Sam in the Pagific Northwest
(Ber%éley and Los Angeles: University of“CalIfQ?nia Press,
1952), T A -
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The- advecates ‘of new administrative regions have been
quick to tura te the theories of ‘the historlan Prederick
Jackson Turner for snpport% Turgner pointed out that various

frontier areas, regardless of state boundaries, tended to

-_solidify into permanent sectlons possessing local loyalties

and sentiments., The regionalism of those political sciem-
tists working with natural resource planning rests upon the
areal distriQutionjof.those elemsnts of the ‘physieal environ=

ment-ﬁith which'they are'ﬁeaiing; However, they seem to

‘agree, generally, that the delineation of a reglon also

depends upon general recognitlon by the inhabitants of" the
dlstinotness of the region as an entity, ssparate from
other regions.s

Some politioal scientists, as well as many others;

have-looked to regionalism-as a meaas of combatting.over-

_csqtralizaﬁién.is government., In France, psrtieularlYa

this trend has been noticeable td.tpé_sxtsht'that‘sne

-writer'nas:stassﬁrthatv"regionalism"_and "decentralization®

have become;almqst synonmeus.?

Still a ﬁnirdlkind of rsgioaaliSm,has‘been_stressad
among poliﬁicaisssisstistseworkihg in the fieia‘of'intsrna-
tioral organization.. The world, as a whole, is viewed as

_ 1Prederiek Jackson Turner, The Significanoe of Sections
in American History (New York: Henry Holt and Company; 1932).

2R, Ko Goach Regionalism in France (New York: The
Century Company, 1931), pp. 17-18, .
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being too complex o0 lend itself to a centralizad government.

Regionalism, w1th its emphasis upon - decentralization, acccm-
panied by integration, seems, to some, to hold the solution..

uomc significent contrlbutions to the theory of region-.

_alism have been nade by the hunan ccologists. Basic to the

'theory of human ecclcgy is the concept of the natural areas,

This concept origin&ted in ‘the biological sciences ‘and is
defined as a unit of the physicel environment marked by some
homsgeneity of its physical characteristics and within which‘
as a result of competition for the limited meansg of subsis-
tence, a symbiotic community is formed. .Competition'deter-
mines the number of individunls ex1st1ng in the area as well
ns_theirmspatinl distrrputlon, 80 thnt a(condition of reletive
stability.or_equildbrinm is’produced. .The configuration of
the communit:}; th.e-n; is the-'pro&ﬁct'ef this equilibrium’
between the community and the reseurces offened by the
atural area._‘ | | '

| The attempt to apply thé concepts of plsnt and animal
-ecology to the study of.humsn beings has led to some alter-
ations in tnc concepts.l “The human ecolegist studies tne

ways in which human individuals or human groups interact -

thrcugh dependenoe upon the limited supclies of their

-1Radhakamal Mukerges expresses the.view that the.con-
cepts of the bi6logicel sciences should be applied to the
study of man without alteratioen, - .Jee his. Regional Geography
‘quoted 'in O0dum and Moore, American -Regionalism (New York: -
Henry Holt and Co., 19385, and hid Regional ‘Sociology (New

York: The Century Gompany, 1926).
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environment to. produce“(&) typical human space distributions

and sustenanoe ohains and. (b) typiosl successions of. these

phonomena.l . |
_ In pursuing theSe studies, the ecologists have, like

the economists end political scientists, become interested

in tbs siuﬁy.of the met:opeliten_regione Gompenition botwssn

'individuals'ond_insﬁitétions for a sbatiel position in which

each-oen survivs7has;pxoduced oypieal patterns of distribution
o?-typee”or-inqi?iduele.end instiputions'within'large cities
ond 1n the arees eufro&nding-tnsma The ecologiste have

tended to emphasize metropolitan regioos which consist of
tne'a?99§13“£3°33§¥33 meppopolitan,centers.in which the
metropolisfdomihates ootivities and serves ag the inte=
grator msxntalnimg the distinctiveness of the region:

Ingofar as: the ecologists have. emphasized -the natural
area and the cultural and-symbiotic relationships of com=- -
munities, phey havo contributed to ths theory of the nsw o
regionslism. The emphasis upon planning among the new
regionslists uses. as its bssio oriterion the concept of
natural equilibrium. In tnis wey, it 1s felt the most
efficient_usslwill be me@e of the available resourcese

1J. A Quinn,'"Tho Development of Ecology in Barnes
and Becker, Contemporary Sgoial . Tneorz (New York and London:
Y thTY -C0 ) 19407, _

JRRE N
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While sociologists have nlayed a signiflcant part in

the recent deveIOpment of the concepts of the new regionalism,

there was no widespread effort in this d;reetien befere

1930:; There we:exsome attempts on the part of 1naividuel

Writers to point-eht'tne impertance of geographic areas in

the study ef human groupss Franklin He-Glddings divided
the Nerth Amerlcan eontinent inte four major matural ereas

for .study. He later emphasized his conoept of.the rsygtens

ation fieldﬁg'"a.feéien or part of the earthis surface

whieh_Suspainsﬂlifesinoluding the-lives ofehﬁﬁaﬂ-beingsg

: which’previdesi.aSjwe.say-in.business5 the hpkeep of 1life;md

Radhakamal Mukergée in his Reglonsl Sociology? called

attentien to theenéed for a.sociolegicel,synbhesis-of‘ﬁhe

fihdgngs;ef_the-other sociglﬂsCienees.in relation to-the
influence of the physieal en%iranﬁ@ﬂt upon’ divisions of
laeor-endaqpoe the ultimate formation of social types: He
believed tnag_geographielenvirenment is_deterministic;,and;

to. be realistic, secielqu must be based upon the.aceeptence

‘of natural regioﬁs.s

1Franklin H. Giddings Elements of Sociolog: queted by
Odum and Mobre, Amerlcan Reéleaalism (New Tork. Henry Helt
and Company, 19385 _ :

2Redhakamal Mikergoe,

Regional: (New York:
and- L.ondon: The. Century Co., 1986'0' -

3Tpid, pe vit.




Reglonalism nas been especially closely related to
folk eeeielegy, beginning possibly with LePlay's place=
work-felx theery, whioh recegnized cultural differences
'having their ul‘dmate beginninge in geographic differences.
Very reeently, folk secielegy and the new. regionalism nave
eeme to be- viewed as an inseparable pair by some writers,
‘but this phase ef their relatlonship will be discussed more
"fuuy later, o

Although this resume of regionalism in the secial
seieeees.has@ by:go geans@ eenﬁalned'all_forme of reglegg
allam%eit eesquerheéé; coeveyed to.the“reader gome unders.
sﬁanélnglef the many and varied regienalisms which preceded
the new reglepaliem?;’some of these eeriier regionelisme“x
heye_Qeen_eonfeeeq wlﬁn this ﬁew.apbﬁeach,- Certeiniy,théf
ﬁaveleontribetee te.éhe_theerylof_thehnew ieglonalishﬂ‘ So
1t is at this peint'éhat some attention must be given to
'the develepment and definition of the new regionalism

itself as distlnguished from these otheér forms.

Ihe Develééménﬁr@ftt?ezNeﬁﬁRéeiQnaliB¢<

_ The term "the new regioﬂalism"‘has'net‘eeen formally
adopted by those who are nost closely connected with tnis
new appreachel The feremost advecate of the new regionalism,
Howard W. Odum, almeep never,uses this term to distinguish

between his own eoneépt Qr;intefpretetien-of regionalism
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‘and that of -other regiopalists, ‘He prefers to use tie term

"regionalism", . However, this term seems, to this writer, to
merely add.cénfgsibnfto an already confused issue. Odum

speaks of'régionaliqm as if there were -only on¢ reglonalism,.

,Of-COQTSG,Ahe-isVSPééking of his own interpretations Sinde

Odum's concept is a partioular kind of renionalism, this:
paper will recognize.tne distmnctien betwaen the regionalism
of..0Odum and: his coll;agues and other regionalisms by using
the term. "the new regiondlism" | Thi@ term has been used by

@thersl and is appropriately used in refe ring tb uhe Odum

:group in that it denotes ‘the new 1nterpretqtion which they

have given- to the older foxms or regiondlism.

olnce ‘the new regionalism is largely the-product of

" a group of men. worklng in ‘the universities in the southeas«

tern Unit@d otates, particular1J in the University- of" North

Carolina, it 1s almost imPOSSiblG to conslder it aaart

'from the instltutions in whicn it grew. The tneory of the

new regionalists grew side by side with “the phy51oal

structure of the Institute for Qesearch in Soclal Science.~

This Inst1tute~wa3‘formad for the purposa @f furnisning

the organiaatjon for: the furthering of ‘résearch and the

T ——p

' lmotably Donald Davxdson in his Attack on’ Leviathan'
Reglonalism and Nationalism in the United States (
Bill: The Univerﬂlty of NortH—Carollna Press, "1938 }

P
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| impleﬁsntingssf the:fesuits-of _such rsssarch The Institute
becams a- tool for- carrying out the practicc of the new
-rsgionalism as well qs the organization w1thin whlch the
.tneoriss and pollciss of the new reglonallsm were Formulated.

o - Howard V.- Odum ssems to have furnished the inspiration
- fer ths Institute, and his works seem to voice its policless
ThehInstitups is noticogfined to the University-of North
Oa#Qiiﬂa;lﬁﬁﬁ it has'its headduartsrs therssi-Ths University
of‘N@rth'Caroiina ress ‘hag serVed as the céhief dispenser ‘
of literatur@ Prsduced within the Institute. The Journal
of Soelal Feroes,l published by the University of North

a olina Press sincs 1922 has admittedly bscome the unof-
fisial house -organ of the Institute

“he Institute was not in existence at the time of the

publishlng sf the first issus of the Journal of Social Forees,
but the ;ntersst of the-magazins-s-editprs-in sone sors.sf
organization for conducting research apd planning for the
rshssiliﬁsﬁidn of-ths_south wags evidenced in articles by
?.,B@sm;dridgeg and %qsars V. 0dum:® These articles des-

cribed a'North‘Garolina plan fsr'a”stats.ﬁufeau of municipal

.

- 1Kpown since 1995.38 Social Farées:“

. BT, B, Fldridge' "State Bureaus of Municipsl Research
and Infsrmatlon?”8001al Forces Vol. I (1922) DPs 47+ 48,

, sﬁoward We Odum;'"A Univsrsity Plan," Social Forces ,
Vol., I (1922) p. 49.: :




research and informa$ion, This burean was to conduct research

| en-problems'pf'muni¢§pg1_gqministration and distribute the
'résulﬁs ﬁo-officialé“of'bities“énd £owns; 'Thé bureau wés ﬁo
-be under the direction of an advisory staff ef faculty mems
_bers of the uniVBrsity. | | '

an article by L. A, Williams 1in the next issue of the

'ﬁournal of boclal r@rces January 1930, givas evidence of the

| contlnued imterest ef ﬁhe faeulty at horth Carolina 1n
articulate research.; The opening paragraph of this article

'shows something of the nature of the prablems to be studied.
.It also shows a grewing consciousness on the part or these
men that the problemq tney ‘were working upon were regional
rather than just state~w1de. ’ _

AS & part of the work of the Graduate Club
in the University of North Carelina during the
acadenle year 1921-1932; a committee was formed .
whose purposeé was. to make a survey of the fields
at present unworked, or omly partially worked,
in which outstanding research work ceuld be done.

. The points of emphasis were naturally fields
immediately . avatlable in this one southern state,
AS the work of ‘the committee proceeded, however,.
it was readily seen how the situation anﬂ conditions

- found in North ‘Carolina. were typical of the entire.
Solith. It was Turther discovered as: the eonmittee
procecded in its work, that the fields with socio=
logical significance, or which had social and
ec¢onomic¢ bearings; were the fields most consis~
tently unworked er only partially worked and that
1t is 4in these flelds partiocularly: that outstand~
ing research work needs to be done.

lL. A° Williams; "The South as a ?ield for bociological

~ Resegrch,” Journal of ‘Soolal Porces, Tol, | (1923), Ppe 112114,
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_ The ertiole then proceeds to describe more fully the
areas in which nesearch was neededs |

Between the dame of the founding of the Jeurnal of
Secial Ferces in. 1932 and the first mention of the Institute

for Research in Soeial Science 1n March 19825 there was an

;increasing-conscieusness of the South as a separete region
and of its problems ae a regionu Howard Odum himself was
greatly concerned with the preblem of the lack of what he |
ca;led "democ;anic,pa;gnce?;and "economic-equilidbrium® in
thQ'SQch€, He feip%jgee; tnatfﬁnefsegth Iacked.the leader-
sh;plneceeeary‘tc*frihg.ebout.the eciutions to“these Prob-
Iems,_ He centended that the. Seuth still was capable of
produclng great leaders, and he. Was seeking to bring about
the conditions which Would pramote ‘the recogrnition and
encouragement ef sucn 1eadership. At this time there did

not appear to. be, &a yet, any fermulation ef hie nheeny of

the new regionalism which later was to domlmate the Institute.

Rather his writings were-permeated with-a defensive region-
alism mnore cloeely approaehing what he himself later c¢alled
'sectienalism, He was ‘motivated by sectional 1oya1ty and

a”feeiing ﬁhat_the quth had not assumed its rightful place

in the nation,t

lgee Editorial Notes and erticles-by'Heward-w,=Odum
appearing in the Journal of Seeial Forees during this peried.




-
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In the-ﬂéféhIIQZS issue of § ocig; rorces there appearedm_'ﬁ

in Odum's editarlal notes a description of tne Institute for

‘Research in Social Science which was partly 1n operation and

partly in the planning atage at’ that time.- ﬁ-'

Tne Institute was to amphasize twWo differanﬂ fialds.
One field, encompassin@ research and study activities, in=
cluded administrative and articulating functiens ‘such as
analyais and publication of results and the recruiting of
parsonnel and resourges. The second field was. that of

technique and traiaing f@r students and workers. -The-workers

'1n each of these fields were to cerrelate tneir activities

so as to effect both'progress in the social seiences and
contributions to public welfare in nhe form of actual serv1ce.-

Administering tne Institute vas a Board. of Governors,

' headed by the Uhiversity of North Carolina Presidant. This

group was tq @o_phg:general,planning,- A central office and
sgératary;wgre té'eo%rdinata all efferté of ﬁhé various
deparﬁments;l Researoh within each social science departw .
ment was to b@ planned by the department 1tself. Odum
1mplied that thls planning would necessarily be done With
an eye to integrating the activxties of various departments’

and’ organiz&tions cooperating within the fram@work of the

.Instituteia pragram,- Hﬂ stated that efforts woulﬂ be made

to. avaid duplioation of effort and to saleot areas for

: research in whioh the South would provide the data as well
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as raceive the benefits. Aetual reséérch WOuld'be*cénducted'

by researcn assistants under the supervision of faculty
members. | )' | |

This was the general outline of a plan for an- @rgan—
'1zation which was gradually put into aperation during the‘
'years that fouowed. " As the plan became & reauty, those-
working wlthin the growimg Iﬁsuxtute developea the body of
theory referred to in tnis paper as the pew regionalism.
Some attention will be given-now te this body of theory.

Generally speaking, the new regionalism 1s a very
bread: concept. Howard Odum was- apparently eager that all
social scientisbs, planners and administraters feel. at home

within its framework.‘ The definitions and premises of the

neu regionalism are. so phr&sed as to inolude as many as pos-

sible of the earlier regionalisms. He even included - among
the. earlier regionalisms many forms of administrat;ve

regionalism and regional planning, but these will be dealt
with ‘moTe. fully in Chapter II. Perhaps this all-inolusive

.charaoter Of the new regionalism can be 1llustrated by

regilon.

.. The Reglon of the New Reglonalism,

‘ The<region;'ampng-the'new regionalists,: retains many
of the attributes iﬁjhaé among'other‘regionalists. Odum,

instead of defining@ﬁhe region, lists seven eharacteristics
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ol regione in gener&l. These are:’
: l, Spaee--the region is -a geographlc unit with llmits
) and boundsy “;5.;ahTif R
8; Flexibility ef bounds and border margins.
- B Some degreelof homogeneity in a number of selected B
_characteristics. o | |
"-éﬁ_ aome structural or functional aspect or aspects
through Whlch the region is to be denomineted.o
_ 5; helative«oomposite homogeneity of the largest number
o:ox faotorsg foz bhe largest number of purposes in view; to
the end that the region aay be a, practioal, workable unit
.suseptible of both definition and utilizatlon. ‘ -
_ | -6. Zhe reglon must be a cOn81stent unlt in an aggre-
gate wnole or totality. _ -_ _
| | ?. A region has organic unity not omly in ‘its natural

'landscape, but 1n that cultural evolution in whlch the age~

long quartette of elements is a4t worhq-namely, the land and S

the people, oulturally conditioned through time and sgpatial
relatmonships.l;c L _ o
The reglon, to tne new regionalists, tnen is broadly

: defined. It is a region wbich combines the oharaoterlstics

of many eifferent types of regions used be:ere the development

lHoward e Odum,'"A Sociolegicel Approaoh to the btudy
- and Practice of American Regionalism," Social Forces, XX
- (Mey 1948), Do 451. i _
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of the theery of the new regienaliem. The regien whieh
_ Odum advooates as the mest practical type fer tne study
~and practice ef the new regionalism is "a majer, cemposite,
| multipleapurpese, grdup—of-states societal divisien of the
nation, delineated and characterized by the greatest possible
degree of homogeneity, measured by the largest practieal
number of indices available for the largest practieal ‘namber
ef rurposes and agencies, and affordlng the least aoesible
number of contradictions, confliets,end overlapping."l

o The group-of—states region is cons1dered the moet
practieul since the new regionalism, in adaitien to research,j
1ncludes planning and actlon programs which requlre a: goVern—_
_mental unit for administration.a_ buch regienal organizations-*
aas do exlst, with the pessible exception of the Tepnesges

Velley Authority, have not been vested with executlve autber-_

isy. - .  ;‘“"1

All purpose regiens covering several states weuld

obviausly be unusable in tudying or planning some aspects

of eulture which are very'limihed in soepe. Aceordingly,

'Odum preposed several types of smeller reglons which might

11bid.

2Heward W Odum's Southern Reglong of the Uniteﬂ States.
(Chapel Hill: University of North Cardlina Press, )
attempt to delineate:a group of such reglons’on the ‘basis of
‘the clusterlng of some seven hundred: indiees." g

P
.
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be utilized for more limited projects W1th1n the framework
of the more inclusive new- reglonallsm. He called thése.
smaller- ualts the distr;ct the subregion the atate and
she zmna.1 S .g- -? |

By 1942 Odum felt ‘that thesa terms, as he. defined them,'
hdd becume generallj accepted that some sart of standard-

ization hed baen ac”lpved.‘ But the definition of the region _

ageeptoed by the new regionalists doss not tell everything
concernxng their theorles. This body of theory nad become
quite largo and complicated by 19&5. Also ;nqleéﬁaa‘boo&,
In Search of the Regional Balgggg of . I

merica by Howard W,
Odum” and.xgtparine;chharyz was pub;iahedu This book

N T

lOdum deflnes tnese terms as follows.~

"The district; for the purpose of scientifiu dellneation'

and practical:planning, 18 a subdivision of the major region,
delimited and characterized by necessary lomogeneity for .
funétional administrative purposes,; allowing for flexibility
-@nd for as many distriects as functipnal, governmental or
adminlstrative agencies may need," . p
"' The gubreglon is defined gs what has prim&rily been
¢alled the natural region, characterized by homogeneity of
certain physiographlé character or traits,
' ‘"the state....is one of forty eight standard constitu=
tional political dlvisions of the United BtateS....”’

: "The Z0NEs.0s i8 a local area created by legislation
primarily for the purpose of utilization and control of
natural resources. in relation to. conservation and humafi. use
ends.” ("A Sociological Approach to the Study and Practice

of American: Reglonalism," Soclal Forces, XX‘[an 1943 7Jp. 83

: 2Foward W, Odui and Ketharime Jocher, In Search of the
Regional Balance of Amarica {Chapel Hillv Univaraity of N rth
Taroling Press, I@Zﬁ).




marked the completion of 25 years of work within the Institute
for Reseafoh in-Sdbiai Sclgnce, &1nce the new: regionalism
had become the guidiag principle of. the" Institute, Qdum .

relt calied upon to~present a. clear picture of what the

'-.new regianalism had become. He ¢id this by characterizing

it in four-wgyg as a'soienoe, as an American frontier, as.
' a tQ01~Qr §e¢nn;gga of gayarnmant, and a8 a mox;vamion 2h
p_u.ll‘posv'egé. Lot -_u._z_a_. prooeed to a closer examination of these

four charasterizations.

| Wnether or not social science can ever be scientifiec \
‘in Lne traditlonal sense of the method @f the physic&l sciences
is- a question discusaed at length in many booxs and articles.
A discussion of this qu@stlon falls within the soope of" this
paper only 1ns@rar as it has a bearing upon the evaluation

of the new regianalism, and it would not be mentlened here

- at all. were 1t not: that the new regionalists claim that they

have founded a. new'soience.

Let it be saia, to start witn, that Howard Odum hasg

not becoue embroiled 00 any-great extent, 1n thesa contro—
versies ooncerning tne applioation ef tne scientific method
to the study of soeial phenomena. He has avoided then

by atating, in @ffeot that what others nave doubted could




be. done, the new regionallots nave doneq He oharacterized

'the new regionalism as a- soience first "in_the sense that

it renresents a substantial body of scientific materials

,gathered by authentic research Speciallsta using ucceptable

~scient1fle methods,ﬁ% He was raferring, apnarently, to the

many articles; books and monographs whioh have been the work

of the regionalists throughout the country ang particularly

those at the University of Horth Oarolina.

I* is certain that these methods are acceptable to Odum

.and hia calleagues and tbat they regard their materials as

scientific.ﬂ But thelvalue of the new regionalism as a

guidlng principle for soctal s¢ience reuearch will depend

'very largely upon wnether“er not these-methedssare acceptablav
‘and tnese materials scientlfic in the- opinions of. scholars ‘

genaralﬁy. 'yV'

: Secandly, Odum wrete *regiOnaliSﬁ may Well'become a

science 1n the sense.that it represents a sound inquiry

-.,lnto tne organlc character of the relation between nen. and

| 1Howard W.*Odum, "Fromn Commnnity Studies to’ Reglonalism,-
In Search of the Re] jonal Balance’ of.America‘by Howard Ws. Odum

and Katharine 7o, Joo'erfﬂchapel Hill. vanerSEty of North Car@lina

Press, 1945), pp.'llwlz.4

2839 1list of these in Odum and Jocher, In -Earch of the
Rezional Balance of /America (Chapel Hill Unlvers»ty of North
Carolina Press,.gmg»~-
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rcsoufeés}feetmeeﬁ-afeas end'culturel between physical
envirenment eﬁd eultural enV1ronment.-y,,-. Regionalism lies
at the nasia 43 tne larger ecelegy and helps ﬁe interpret
socxelogy as a naturel 301ence "in the gsense of measurxng
the capacity ef social erganisms tor funcbion w1thin ‘the -
_framewerk of. nheir natural environment and inherent endows-

"’-r..—u

‘ment fl _ i
This is the attr1bute ef regienalism which has been
criticized by some who feel that regionaliem, 1n deallng only
with the reletienSuip of man . t0 his physical environment,
ie too limited.' They say that because of its concentration
upon this one facter,lthe phjui@&l enV1renment and 1ts
| influenCB upon soclety,}regionaliem oannot give e true pic-
_ture o; the na»ure er social phenomena.z |
_ But there are other grounds upon whioh the new region-.
falism laye claim te being & new science. utill again Odum
cnaracterized the new regionalism as a science in the sense
"thet 1t eomprenends what we oall the folk-regional seeiety,
o wnlah is the smallest unit through which all seciety can - be.

_ studied .f.‘.The folk-regienal seciety, therefore, beeemes

. ‘K'
S,

L .C.f,.l" . . ...!._:r.. PP

SR 1Heward Wm Odum ‘"Fron Cemmunity Studles to Repienalism,

- In Search of the. Regiena; Balance of | erica by Howard W. .
Odum’ and’ Katharine.Jocher: (Chapel B niversity of North
Caroline Press,v1945), PP 11-12. X

1.

L 3See a. further ‘discussion of this oritlcism, soeoificelly
by Bouis ﬂxrth in Chepter III of thls paper, _
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the basia.fgy-fo;kﬂsgbig;gggi which must ineviiably-ﬁeooma | . _w
'the‘géneral'$Qiané§:é?”sqcictal developmentgﬁ;_' - : - . |

“;vThis.phaéégéfrthé'hew regionalism has bacomq ingreass f  _J
ingly imp@ftaﬁé¥t6iéium;A"Ehere'wiii be further diSCussion-in '1 ¥{ ﬂ
Chapter IIX of this study conoerning his recent ‘tendency: | | '€
to' stress. this asooct of his new reglonalism almost to the '

exclusion of his total conoept.

In their emphasis upon the region and the folk»regional
soclety ‘as a labcratory for social science the new- reglonalists
have made’ seme progress toward the est&blishagnt of a. sclence
'in that they- have managad to bring some systematiaation into.
an etherwmse-eonfused area¢ Agalny however, tne social
scieatist is beset with the difficulties of fixlng the

boundarles of such a; unit, as he always has been.

] In actual oractlce the advanees toward scientific

_ method have not pe_a-e.g,;”cg;;riie@: to t;l.@.«ir- conclusion, The prob-
I;Qmé ang;?gﬁd.hévélbéén.in te:ms Of'Spééifid @istéricali\
'geOgrapnical énd‘cultural anteeedaﬁfs; .Tﬁé.conaitions~ara
southern, and the solutions, when found, are: southern. In

order to have their work accepted as BCientiflc the new

L

regionalists w111?have 50 generalize or define their units

-

“and proeeoses in tenms of general principles. ;t.is-quite

' 1Howard W Odum "From Communitj Studies to Regionalism,
‘Search of the Regional Balance of America by Howard W. '
dun wnd Katharine Jocher (Chapel. Hill'-Un}versity of Horth
Car@lina Press, 1945), ps 12.
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ipossible that regienalists, werklng within each regien may
£ing. selutiene for regienal problems which may preve satia*
faetory within the unit under consideratien, but the new
'regionalism is not likely to gain stetus as 4 true science.

of ell society until generalizaniene are made and preven:fif w

- By aeeeoting the folk»regional seciety asg. a basic uﬁit;

~the new regionalism beCame a- seience on still another basis,
'eecording te Oduma This last claim he made on the . hasie.of o
Jnetheﬁeleglcel appreaeh when ke wrote, “Regienaliem,mag he

 internreted in the scientiflc ‘sense 1in still enother way,
fnamely as a- methoﬁolegical apereach to researeh 1n this. _
'emregionel epproach.. It 1s not. only peesible to utilize -‘the
general cultural soeielegical epproaeh alongeide the dee-
ijcriptive and histericel 1nqu1ries but .the’ folk—regien affords
”‘ithe best possible leberetory for stetistical and objective

measurements within a frame of referenee compreheneive

'ness.“l

) Like theirieoneept of the region, the new regionelists'
| list el ecceptable metheds of secial research 13 praetioally
_ ell 1nolusive. In tnis cheracterizatien of the new: regienal—
ism as a science in terms ef methedolegy, Odum names almest
overy method of eoe;al,reseerch Kgown, Even- the techniques

. i

 ippia, e 8
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used by those engaged in the sodial survey .and planning MNOVes.
ments have been- absorbed into the new regionalism.-
o In tno beginning-researon upon. the region was very
clossly rolated to. tho social survey movement. The social
- survey is named by Shelby ﬁ..Harrison as’ one of two fore-
r“”“??g&?: nagional research. Atifirst.thsre wero.few efforts

ﬁo.programizo_tno-finh;pgs-of.Surveys whoSe purpose. was

'_:simply to supply‘informstion. Later suryeys: made reocoms

mendations tonding to emphasize plonning. ‘The other. fore-
runnor of regional research was tbe oity and rsgional plan-
'ning movement, which required information in order to forme
ulaﬁe programs.' ‘I‘he two movamenf.s, both. aiming at similar
objectiVes, but; boginninﬂ at opposite ooles, stressed but
a single method of work.l The social survey and the city
and regionsl plannin@ movements msy be said- to have pro=
vided the new regionalism with psrt of its mothodologiOal
orientation. Ths survey method has not ‘been- discarded but
-nos been retalned as; one teohniquo to be used within the:“-'-
framework of the newrregionalism. Thig. is 1n keepiog with
the- broadened concept of the new regionalism whioh alse

encompasses tho ontiro planning movemsnt. fThis aspect of

the now regionalism will bo discussed in Chaptar II.-

lShelby M. Harrison, "Some Forerunners of Regional
Research " Procesdlngs of the Americen Sociolegical Society,
dad ppo 81"'8470 o . :
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_ 6dum-alsovbélie#¢& that_thé~new-regioﬁﬁlism“iaiauscienoe" 

in pna;’his,aefinixioﬁg‘éf-tne region aga_opnéfzsma;ler divie
sions; aS'wéll:é§5hisaéroﬁpwofasﬁates regionai'deiineation,
were coming to be ganerally aceepted, S0 that some. standard-
1zation of terms was being brought about. He himself admitted'
that tbe new regienalism would never be a soience, in this
sense unless this general acceptamce of his definitions and
his reglonal delineation was accomplisned.' There is, as yeot

little evidence that this acoeptance has Laken place.

e Né? Bésﬁ*?éna;is a5 8 —I_’ronﬁer- 3

imicharacteéizing ‘the new-regionalism7as a frdntier;

Odum seemed 10 be playing with words., He resorted to a -

confusing analogy involving the - earlier American frontier,

but his discuasion in relation to this characterization

'finallj can be reduced to a statement of the goals of the

_new regionalists, which perhaps, may be considered a frontier

in that tney present new tasks for man to accompliah. These

new tasks are "the censervationaand development of the

resources 1n relation to the people in each @f these great

regions" following d "universal pattern ef ‘building a great

fsocigty from the-many community,gState, and regional units

}_-ouﬁwérd.tgwanaé:a'té§§;,Qulturew;'ﬂhha_mersing of the physi-

cal and social Sciences in this balande of men and resources

and in the development of wealth to be used for human weal";




"the discovery of a new balanoc and equilibrium between
.supercivilizatlen and Amcrlcan culture in the balance between

men and machines, betwsen men and resources."%

ne N@W Mionalism as a Tool or Technique °_f Sovernment;

_ | The new: regionalism is presented by lts advecates as
a toel of government in the sense "that there :can be no
planning American style except that 1% takes into consider- -
ation the’ fundamental principlas of geographic represen-

tatien, o e e n2 ‘This ehareeterlzation seems to be a further

ststement'of the contention-that decentralizaticn is & neces--

sary aspect ef future planning and administratien..‘The imp”

possibllity ef a eentral authority bsing well enough informed'

_'upon 1ocsl problems to establish fair and efficient pregrams
'has-been reeegnist the governmental officials themselvese
‘Many governmentsl agencies have. 88t up Systems of regions to
ifaellitate sdministratiqn. The existance-of regional nlan-
ning commissions is also concrete evidenoe that gavarnment
admlnistraters have come to 1eok upcn regionalism but not
necessarily the new regicnalism, as'a tool,. Odum- envisaged_'

lﬁoward W Odum, "From Cemmunity Studies to Hegionalism,"

in. Searoh of the Regional Balance of Americarby Howard W,
Odum and Katharine Jocher (Chapel dillf4"njversity of North
Oarolina Press, 1945)° pp, 12-13., _

Ibid. |
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aﬂvisery-baards-at'egdn lafalcaf‘governmﬂnt, making the new
regionalism & sért.éé-fourth;wheel.ogngVergmént;ua ve added
nbwthe pregent threérbranChess _

. As a tool Por planning Odum saw the new region«lism being
usad in all regiono for the redistributien 'of wealth and
_Qppartunity'#becauseqthiS‘oan be’ dohe in the American-way only
by creating the4§apapi§Y.in each reglon te produce wealth
and to -consume iﬁ-adééﬁétely_in,relatiog*ﬁe'the peopls and
thé_region¢ and i@”rélaﬁipﬂ te a balanced ecczomy ef-man;
resources, -and regiofs in the pérSpectivevéf'tha total
national interesf.";f And;so; the new-regiénalism beéame for
 Odum a great motivation encouraglng the partioipation -0f all

citizens in regi@nal prOgrans for theéir own welfare.

‘The New Regionalism as g Motivation:

| | Qdum's'dhéracteriz&t;on of ‘the new regionalism as a
mbtivation-seemsfto cahsis€~1n a belief that the new region-
alism, ‘both scnolastically and praotically, nay provide the
ideology and the admlnistrative framework within which eitis
zanalmay-find.expression through participatien. The hew
regionalism's emphasis upon plenning establishes goals to

be worked for; which, Odum believes, may take. the place of

those. furnished by communism or other ideologles.®

1Iviad,
2Ivid.
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| In'éctuéi'pracxice;'howeVer, the new regionalism as '

a pdpuiaf i&eqi@gy wéﬁld be in dangeé lest it degenerate into
sécﬁi@aaliﬁm;' Sihcéf@duquOnsiders sectionalism to be the
direct oppoéite of the ﬁe@“régidnalism;.it appears that';he ;
bf@adéaiaézefﬂtﬁé éo@cept of the new-regioh&lis@ from a
SOhdlarI& apbrbéoh5t9 & pOpﬁlar oause,mightlwellfbring
theiresulté'WhiCh'tné'hngregionalists most sesk to avoid,
Odum must surely have been aware of 'ﬁhis_-dangl‘er; but.; '
nevsrthglesﬁ; he haétprbdueed some rather concrete pians: for
b#inging ﬁﬁs'new regipnaliSm into the level of administration
iﬁfgpvgpémemt where-individuals'cauld participate in its.
programs,. This particularfphase-of the new regionalism is
dissﬁssed'more in_aéﬁaii in the nextfchapter having*toldo

with the-more'pracﬁiéal appects.éf the neﬁ.regionalisma

——

The New Reglonalism as a Synthesizer.

86 far, the discussion in this paper has ranged from
the use of reglons for the organization of-data in the soclal
sciences to the inodrpération of the theories of the new

regiéﬁalisﬁs'1ptc.th§-aninistratiVe framework’ of our gov-
ermment; but the general subjeét of this pépér is 9till the
new regionalisms Thé theofy of the  new feéionalists has
becamé 50 ali—inclusiva asptq eheompass-nearly all reseérdh
and planning. The néw regiénalism pxovides the framework

s




upen whicn to nang various activities. It hes beoome, in effect;;

a syntheslzer. The frame of. reference provided by the new

_regionalism views the findings of various social and physical

sciences in relatien to the physical conditions which have

influenced society. f ‘
. Both Heward Oduml himselr and Rudelph Herberle 2 te

mentien just two writers, have assigned to sociology the

- task of being the synthesizing agent within the framewerk

of the new regionalism.

| Theimfew Regionalisn gy Opposed to Sesbionalish

With all eheir}tendenoies to'broaden'thefpencept ofvthe

neweregienaliSmi-its.edVocetes have taken some trouble to -

'd;sciéim certain_eSQQQES of earlier regiohalisms; While. -

reaOgniéing tﬁe‘contﬁibutgon of Prederick Jackson Turner

with. his theory of sectione to their boéy\of theory, they

.hastily peint eut that seotionalism sheuld not be confused :

with the new regionalism. Ac¢cording to Turner the sectlenal
senpimenme;engendered;py conditions on_tneifrentie; remained

R
i

lHoward We Gdum; A SOOiological Agproech to the Study
and Practice of Reg;onalism," Social Fbrces, XX (May 1942),
Pe 426,

2Hudelph Herberle "Regienalism' Some Critical Observa-
tions," Social Forces. XXI (March 1943), ps 283,

'f
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long after these canditlons disappeared.- Accordlng to Odum
these sectlonal loyaltles differed from the grincxples of the

new reglonallsm in both otivation and expre831on.'

The difference between ‘the  new regionalism and sectionale

ism-appears to - the new regienalists, to 1ie in the frame of

reference withln which one approacneo the sﬁudy o; phenomena
peculiar t@ a given area. Howard Odum has outl;med these - |
-difforences 1n frame of reference as follows:.

- In thu first place, region&lism envisages the
Nation first, making national culture and welfare
the final arbiter. Oon the other bhand, sectionalism
saes the region first and the nation afterwardse « . .
- In the second place, sectionalism emphasizes
political boundaries and state soverelgnties,
“technical legislation, local leyalties, and con- -
‘federation of states "with common interests menaced
by federal  action,™  Where sectionalism features
‘separateness, regionalism connotes componernt and
conetituent parts: of the larger national culture, o « o
_ ‘In-the third place, sectionalism may be likened
unto cultural inbresding whereas regionalism is
line-breedings« " .. <Seotionalism inbreeds to
staghation by ignoring: tine, technology, and -
collaboration; regionalism develops. new strength
from old power through progressive line-breeding
of new cultures, built upon the old,.
' -In. the fourth place, regionalism by the very
nature of its regional, interregional, and national
cooperative processes implles more of a designed '
and planned society than.sectionalism, which is
the group: correspondent to individualism. + o «
o Finally, one of the most critical aspects of
sectlonalism is;the. fact that it must have its
" counterpart 'in- a potential and in the ‘full flowering
of its development, an inevitable coercive federalisni,
‘which is contrary to the stated ideals of Amerioam

Democracy.

1Heward We Odum,'"Regionalism Vs Sectlonalism in the
South's Place in the National Economy," Social Forces, XII
(MarOh 1933) 9 ppa - 358"354. .
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In view of theSe{distinotionsnmany'worké,previously

called "regional” now ‘must be viewed“as merely "sectional®.

The so~called regLenal novels ‘and ether artzstlc works, in many

cases, - portray a local eulture and looal loyalty. Also
many historiqal studfes ana studies of ﬁo;k1gulturas have
been more secﬁionél“éhan-regional1in'charécter; according
to the. new regionallsts.- ' |

‘This reJection of oectionalism appears ‘to be an

effartgto~es§ablish ;he,objeotxvity ef-the new regmonalistsL

This is, of’eeurse, to be’ applauded, - Hdwever,;ebjectivity

is largely an indivzdual matter, and no" anount @f assertlon'

that -One" is being objective can, in itself make this

objecbivity a Aact.: Indeed, it 1s often difflcult for the
reader to determine whether tue werks of- Odum nimself are -
the result or conoern for the nation as a whole or eoncern

for tle welxare of the bouth ds a- beparate rcylon.

I




|  CHAPTER I |
SOME PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THE NEW REGIONALISH.

This paper has been concerned so far with identifying
some of the many regionalisms of the social sciences which

wére-brogght togethef te form the theéretieal framework of

the new regionalism, - There are still other forms of region-

.alism'whichlhaVe beéé_inqerporatedciﬁpp-this newer concept.’
One Qf thgse-éther-férms-éonsisté of regional dé1ineétions
asgooiated with the édministrative.procédures of various
governmental_andingn;governmental agencies andkinéﬁitu,
tiops; spmetimaa pal;gd ;egibdalism Qf-oénvéniencea

Ahother of thége-for@s includés the regionai asﬁeets of

the planning hoveﬁént; li@ié_ohapter is'Qedicated'to a
definition of these fbfms.of'regiéhalia@ and to an explan-
_gpion:qf théir ?ﬁsiﬁibn within the total concept of the

;
~ new reglonalism, -

o
i

Regionalism ef conveniance has arisen as a result of

the size af the United States which makes it almost imposSible

to{admigisxer it as a.single unit., So many national

40
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organizations aud ins»itutlons,'sucn as churohes and
governmen tal: dgGHClep, nave establlshed areal de]ineatione

ﬁo sim@lify their administratiba, that most readers will

be Dersonally familiar Wlth thls type of reglonalism. A
Q&Fly as,lﬁ@b_Jﬁ'%q Eag;e: repgrteé that sevemgygﬁwq feder&l
avéncies*@f buﬁéaﬁ’éiatds'bf-mignes héd territorially defined-
the jurisdictlon of their a§ents. Scﬁe”of~the ageneies-had
s@verai functions, for each of wnich they dlvided tne country .

diffarently, so Lhat 106 dlfferent dellneations were then

L in us l It is- nrobably accurate to assume that this

) aumper has 1nc ouseé conbiderably sxnce that tim@; “Howard

Odum clted numerous other statisties to illustrate the

'- w1de-spread uqe of thiu typ@ of regionalism a8 a tool for

-q&minlstration.z--He'poiﬂted~out that. these demineations-
are nat generally ﬁhe resuit of any tneory of regienalism,
but rather, they are attempts 0 dlvide the countrj geo—'
graphically;so that the particula; functlon ef each agency
- ean be verfermed in a;more effleiant manner, ‘Because these

delineatlons are . usec Jevery day 1n a practioal way with little

. lJ. w Fesler, "Federal Administrative Regions," Amerioan
Political Science Beview, XXX ngse), pp° 857-868. P -

 2Howard W, Odum, .
Holt and- Com@aan l938)a
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attentlon te the theories of regionalism, they are 1noluded
in this study as practical aspeots of the new regionalism,
seperate from 1ts theoretlcal aspects. | |

: Tneae practical regionalisme are interesbing to the
theerist in that they illustrate that there are regional
-differences—between Various sectiens of-tne ceuntry, For
.Vinstance, administratlve procedures often ﬂiffer from region
to region as the policies of the agency must change to meét
1local conditions. These regionalisms ef oonvenience are_;
T-also iﬂteresting in that they show that regienal delinea~ ;
- tions tend te differ acoerding to the purposes foxr which
they were originated .

In41936-Feslerlreported upon a mevement to eet.up'

a standard dellneatlon of reglons te be used by a number
of federal agencies.% @dum himself hae propeeed a set
of a11~purpoue regions whicn he: felt would ‘be acceptable
for many purpeses.a Hewever, no standard delineatlon has
been. off101ally aiopted, 50 that'reglonalism of cenvenience
remains merely a oonfusien of ﬁifferent regional delinea-

tlons used as’ toels for administratien of a varlety of ...

-

funotions. "".'l - {i

1
T

P

lJ. W Fesler,'”standardizatlen of Feﬁeral Adminis- _
trative Regions,™ Sooldl 'orces,'ZV (October 1936), DDe 12-21. -

3Howard We Odum, ‘Southern Regiohs of the United. Statee
(Chapel hill' The - University of NortH Carolina Press, 1936),
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Although there seems te be little agreement upon a
practzcal standard de’ineation of reglons for adm1nistra~
tion, tnere is oonsiderable apreement as to the selection
of neadquarparselpiQ§, This agreement arises frcm the number
éf fagilitieé_bffared'by a city,as-wel;vas-its strategic
locations Phe’numbe% bf—organiiations wﬁieh choose a city
as a regional or national headquarters city has sometimes
been used as an 1ndex of the metrOpelitan charaoter of the
_ _e_i;t.y-. o | -- ) o

o Emphasis upon fhe metropolls and its dependent sur-
roundin6 area, metropalitan regianalism, nas ‘been considered
| by some to bg the,entirelmeaning of ragienalism; Since
metrqpolgﬁggvfegigha;iam-was.opeuof §he éaplyﬂphaseé of'
the ylénning movemenﬁr this'may be an.anprepriateiplaoé
t0. c@nsider bhe relationship not only of metTOpolitan
regionalism but of the entire planning movament to the

i

new regional;gm,u

':Eaéaﬁlaaaiﬂ%-ﬁévemeate .

4 large part of the earliest planning vas. related to
metropolitan regionalism, Soclal planning at this level
_was‘eer@#iﬁly regionaly but Odum viewed metropelitan planning

lﬁ‘ ﬁc wﬁGKﬁﬂZiB, 'I’h,e _Metrg 9111;
MGGI‘&W Hill Book Gﬂmpany, 195 o ed e

;r-{ﬂewdrbﬁkz
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as too limited in bééh éfem and ph110sophyﬁtoibe.a.fair
representative of tho new regionalism.l He did not exclude
metropolitan planning from the new regionalism entirely.
He reeognized the need for planning at tnis lovel, and |
there was a place for planning at many levels within his
concept. He merely dgemphasized metropolitan planning;
.and-favaped-a'lgnger cc§cepﬁ, ‘ | | |
fllt*was mentiodéd in the last chaptér'th&t_pne writer;
ShelpylHg:gigoﬁ;.éoh§§§ered the planning-mo#ement to We one
"af~the=fqr@rnnnerq oﬁ{tne-pe%‘gegionalismga While'ﬁg@
Kﬁrrisoniwas'thiﬁkiné primari1y of.tne-city'planning nove=
ment, planning at. ether levels also found its way into
this-new‘agproaqn. Some sort of planning boards at
‘various goﬁqxnmégtgl.;gvels had been operating for a
numberfof“years;nbg?_by.iQﬁa the federal-gbverQMan had
tgkegl@éfinité-ﬁtepsfﬁo encourage the formatiph'of'such
board§§3'_mh923qtioﬁq; ﬁlan@ing‘Bogxd in its report of 1933
rsﬁpmmehded thg;gstgﬁiighmenﬁ of the National Resources
Boaré as a pefhéﬁént‘ﬁianning boards One of the dutles

of the Vatlonal Resouroes Board was to enceurage and

5

lHoward w Odum,_American Rep Lonalism (New Ybrk'
Tenry Holt and Company,_i§§87, Ps 29%s ,

23helby M Harrison, "Some Forerunners: of Regional
Research," Preceedxngs of bhe Americag Soeiologieal Soclety,

XXIX (1935), PP Bl~8&.

- 3c. Ee Merriam,'"Planning Agencies in America " '
American Political Bcience Review,_XXI& (1935), pps 197-211.
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and stimﬁlate ihtefégﬁ in various‘formé;Of §1aﬁn1ng. By
1935 there viere one hundred ceunty pldnning agencies and
fortyathree stabe planﬁing boards in Operat*on. The stata
_planning boards had been grouped into- twelve blanning
ﬂgspg‘eta (regieqsltjand ‘two interstate planning commige
sions héd-been'éet;@p;'namely_the'Néw Eﬁgiap& Couneil and
the ?aeifie-morthwésﬁ'Regionél Planning 6ommissien.l'
7hess interstate planning oommissions were designed K
to bring coeperation.between local, state and federal agencles
planning withim a given region. To. a. oertain extemt- tney
were successful.z waever, 1n 1943 legislative support for
the entxre planning program was greatly ourtailed, so tnat
‘tne ?acific Nerthwesﬁ Regienal Planning Commission was
diseomtinued Regional plannlng was firmly enough estab-
lished in government circles By that time, so that: other
groups,-sueh d3=tle Columbia Basin Inter Agancy Gommitteag
rose td take the nlace of the regional commiosion.3

: Many of those agencies of the federal government

performing their services on a rTegiénal basis have been

rpids

" 20haries Lckinley, Onole gam-in the Pacific Northwest
(Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of Galiformia Presa,'

1952), Ch. XIV.“_»
SIbid.
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pespenaible fef_pieégiﬁg*Within theirfrestrietealaxeasfof
3urisdietien§7.Due3€6-ﬁﬂe overlapping interests of some of
Iphese-ageﬁeiee'thenefﬁas.arisen in seme-TEgiené; partloularly
.'the'ﬁecific Northﬁest; a considereele Ambunt of dupiidation
and oonflict which indioate a need for some sort of coordi-
nated plenning.l L |

One regienal nlanning agency directly gponsored by
' the natienal government is tne Tennessee Valley Authority
which is an entiﬁy inﬁiﬁself, eressing state %;neg and
'having the eutherityite coordinate: and enforce its;policies.

'waever, when actually carrying nlans, such ag the bui;ding

. of dams, roads or bridaes into effect, the Tennessee Valley

Authority hns feund it necessery to work through and with

_state governments.' The authority has become, in many instances,
a eoerdinating and adviSOry body.%’

_The_eontrgyersy sur-
rounding the Tennegsee Val;eyzﬁutherity-énd possible Columbia
and Misseuriﬁvei&ey'Aaﬁherieiés'ﬁs teo-inVOIVGd ﬁq'be'dis—

 oussed fﬁ11§~héree Suffioe it to say, ‘that theoretieelly tnere

"‘it muen %o recemmend seme sert of coordinated plenning in

some regions, but on the practical 1evel there are many

lIbid. L

zT, Levron Howard,‘"The Soeial Scientiet in the
Tennegsee Valley Authority Program," Social Ebrceg, XV
(OCtOber 1936)’ ppo 29"‘34. . . :
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political cbstacles to its aocomplishments

Several other regional arrangements have consisted of

agreements or cémpacts,betweeﬂ states for purposes of CoOpe-.

_ration on a particular problem. “ince there is no gbverhaf
mental umit oom@arable to tha geographle regiou, planning
at this level has, thus far, mnostly been rather ineffective,
| This paper is not intended to be & history of ‘the
'planning-movemanta- The preceding sumnary was presented
for the nurnose of" showinv the nmany. gavernmental levels at
which planninb has’ been in operation,. Ehera seems to be

a rather large jumb&e of plannin@ agencies at many dif-
ferent ievels‘ _uome of them are effectiVQ, and seme are
not._ Howevar, gust aa ﬁeward Odum defined ‘the - region in
terma broad enougn to include as. many kinds of regi@ﬂ as.
p0331ble, so he proposed a. system of plamninb boards whioh
would include as many types of planning as possibla.- He

indicuted that there haVe been two nmjer types of planning,

l'that veneral pianning done by shate. planning boards, regional

and natlonal composite nlanning groups and that mere
‘specific ﬁlanning which includes definite plans and themr

execution for such definite areal problems as floods,

so0il ccnserv&tion, etc.l

: ;HOWQrd W. Qdum, Am@rican Regionalism (NQW,YGIE;
Eenry Holt and Company, 1938), p. 259,




."His*définipiénéuqf-the region_an&;ef;aréal units other
than-thé.régidn;=cit§d-in Chapter I, wouldfaiyow planning .
ﬁo-nroéeed.within-thé naw‘regionaliém;aﬁ-ényfaf.those levels
indicated ahovea [ndeed, nlanning for almost any ‘type of-
| unit the natura of a: given preblem demanded could come within
- the framework of his ooncenb. B . D

L In order to" facilitate planning at many different
levela, Odum pronosed a system of ulanning beards coordl-
nated as far as possibla witn governing bodies at natienal,
: state and regional levels. The following exoaxg@s may help
- to illustrate_mqna_syecifyoéyly.hqw-cdum proposed‘to-geﬁ'
th@ﬁnew regionaiism;éﬁerating within the f:émgwgr&~gf -
exiSuing Lovernmpntal units'

- The' constitution of the natlon 1 regearch and
plannimg council would provide that it be authorized
by Congress; ‘with due referendum to the people; as
a’ regular American constitutional form of procedure,
Appropriations- would be made by Congress, lnecluding
cooperative arrangements with state and regional -
¢ouncils on .the general precedents of fdéderal cers
vices to agriculture, highways; -and public health.

- It would be a najer administrative and funotional
procedure without coercive power; but implying the
prestige and distinguished servige .analogous to the
Supreme Court.. It would be-adequate for research,
,planning, émergency defense, Or normal demoeracys

The -personnel suggested. for the national council

- would. sonsist of nine members, full time, whose

" ‘gervices should correspond to .those of the members

~ of ths Supreme Court; heads of major oomm1851ons,
.. 0T members of the Cabinet ‘In general, one member

- of the councll would be from each of the reglons
and one or more at large. There would be a central
office with a’ staff . of research and englneering
experts. A fundamental principle is regional
representation’, ‘with, in general, one member

- from each. reginn finaily desinnated.




Thn fﬂﬂCtLOH ef the national counoil,,in
general, would be threefold: first to ilnsure a
-sontinuous scientific inventory of the state of.
;the nation and to provide essential information
for. -the President, the Congress, ‘the SBupreme _
Cour‘a-and special needs; to coordinate research
and approximate & cloa;ing house;. reduce over-
lapplng and economize on congressional committee’
-inv&stigatlons,fseoond to act as a buffer between
the President and otner branchesg of gevernment o

and to provide a safeguard against ove;cental-<

ization and pewer through ‘gevernment by persons

“to serve in.eme¥genoy situations: third, to act

.ds buffer and demoieratic 1nberpreter between the
national government and states and resions, and

necessary federal oentralization.l

_Hia outllne provided for: councils or boards at statd.
and regional 1evels, .each eonstitubed similarly to the
national council- described abova. “The functi@ns of eacn
councll altheugh confined to 1ts own level of government
Icorresoond to those of the national planning council. Thp
fuactions of the regional counoil vould be of . a slibhtly
different nature because there 1s no eoverning bedy at that
levela Odum outlined the funetions ef the regional planning

council a8 follow

_ The funetion of the regianal board inh

- general %ould be thresfold: first a clearing .

- house of conferences and procsdures rather than
yresearch, -enabling the states within the region .
Yo keep ‘mutually inforded and to aveld conflict-
“ing procedures; second, tO act as-a buffer between
~states, on the ‘one Aand minlmizing the trends

s

1ﬁoward W, Odum, Y oﬁClalogical Approach to. the gtudy

-

and Practice of ‘American. Ravionalism," Social Foroes, X
(May 1942), pp. 425—456. . :
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, toward extreme state rights and Lnterstate bars
piers, but on the other, also advisxng and Pro=-
- tecting the indlvidual states in fundamental
matteru, third: to et ag buffer between tne_
federal, cantralized government end . the indi-
vidual" euates,‘to avoid  confliet hetween state
-_mnd fedoral- authorioies rand’ to create. whole=
" some understandxng and ralationsnigs batween
the states ana federal gmvernment.

Thus Gdum tied reglonalism aad planning togeuher by

,prOPOBLng a regional pl&nning board in his bystem of plonning

eards.; He aompleted the incorporatlon of planning 1Ato o

the new regiona;ism by defznina its geals as a.mosU iden-.

tioal to’ those of the new regionaliom.. fieclxgoally,}he.

: wrote,

-which unﬂerlies that sort @f planning imblied in
the frapework of‘American institutions. Liks .
reg&onallsm again the key to nlannxng is found
in the need for balance and eguilibrium. - Whereas
regiom4li$m is+d tool for attaining equilibriun
in soecializad ends, plananing finds equilibrium
and balance- the basic- nrinciple upon which its _
. major premises are based.z

While he pro_dses here that regionalism is. merely
& tool for planning,.at one other blace, at | eaat plenning
of tnis sort appears 46 be the goal or end produCu of the

new reglonalism.a? whether one is a new regiemallst looking

lIbid.

' EHoward w..Odum, Anmerican Regionalism (Nem Yoris:
Henry Holt and COmpany, 1938}, p, 298,

3Disoussed in Chapter I of this paper, p.
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at planning asfﬁnebéﬁd,proauct, or & planmer looking at
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the new ree;ionalixéai-"as ia[ 't’obl, thie ‘efssential 'fact-'see'ms to

be that Odum censidera ‘the two insepardble. Planning is

an integral part of Lhe new reglonaliam, and it is one

the older sectxonmlism,'aocording bo Qdum.l

aspeut of the. new regionalibm which dlstinguishes it from

s A g b e T Pt gl

lDiscusga&‘iﬂ.?hapter I of this paper; pe




CHAPTTR III.
RECENT ”RENDS IR THE NEW BEGIONALISM.

The firsn7tﬂg-qha§ters of tnis paper hQVe-bean
devoted tO-an_attgﬁpﬁth define thelneW'ragionalisé. This
définitigg”hés;pebﬁ éffeoted-through.én identifioatiOn of
thé‘theories and moféments whioh have contwibuted to this
new: approach, Further, an attemp% was made to skow how
thesé diverse theories and movemants have been inuegrated

l

inte one body @f tae@ry, and lastly, seme atbentlon was

51ven to the gOals of the new regxonallsm and its place inm

the admlnlstrative frameWOrk of our nation, as seen by its
adVOcates. ;n;b thigdhcnapte; will acquaint tmalre&der
with a ngmbar'ofvfecégtfwdrkﬁ ﬁhibh~£ﬁdicate that a change
in the attitude7of tké new regioga;ists toward their con«

cept nas been. baKing ulaee. QGwevéf,'the-first book 1s

mentioned here not beoauae it reveals a .change in attitude

on the part of-its author bub beqause it shows»tnat asg
recently as 1947 ﬁbward Odum held to his Dew re&lonalism
as it was deflned in chapters one and *wo.

82 - -
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In 1947 Howard Odunm's work Tho Way of the Southl was

published, This bOGK& coming out after several decades of
research within the framework of the Institute for Research

in Sooial Sciencey is largely a Statement of the history

and present state 6f“thé resources and culture of the souths

The author was anparently prompted to erte this work bhy.

a rebirth or sectlonal animosxty which he observed during
and following World \ a1 II. Oduam outlined what-he consids
ered to be’ bome of the maaor peints of tension and listeﬁ
cypes o;-plannlp5 negessary te cvercome Ghese dlfflcultiaas
e did not attempﬁ té arfiﬁe-at specific-solutidnSa Per=s
haps the most outstandlng xacts ia connectlon with the
book are flrst the immenme amounu of 1nformat10n about the
souuh that ragional research produced and second - Odumts.
qontlnuad.;nsist&ng@wthap'the only way that the problems
of the g@gﬁh;.énd dqgseéueqtly those of th@ natian; dan

bs oversome isithraugh the,épplipa?ieg of the ﬁew reglion=
alism;_ PlapbingJWhiéh_ﬁill_bring'about regional balance
and éqﬁaiity;<thé-integraﬁidn of all ragions; is the key
to the solution of most if not- all, problems. OQQM

ended nis work after summlng up . years of research witn

a. restatam@nb of the iaporbtance af xaglonal research and

.‘,.,b,.“._~,._,..\.. . C o m

lhowaxd W Odum, The Wax of tpe South (New Yorh.
The macmillan Cempany, 19477,
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planning in bringlng about a more efficient use of resourees
and helping to evercome cultural conflicts, _

. In sPite of Odum's insistance upon tne importance of
the new regionalism 1n solving the world's preblems ‘his -
approaqh ned net’ yethgained widespread aegeptanee among,
seholars as reoentlyfae lQSlQ In that year a greup-of
paeers edited by Merrill Jensen was publisned under the title

Regionalism in America.l Ineluded in this ‘group were two

papers of parﬁioular ‘interest to this-evaluation,v_One of
ﬁhese,'"The Premise ef Regionalism;" Wae writﬁeh by Howard
eOdume The other, "The Limitations of Regionallsm," was by
Iouis Wirth, E _ L

~ 0dum and Wirth!dia not seem to agree at all upon the
' neture'o§4Possieiiiﬁigauqf tne-new'regﬁeheiiem;':oaum
attributed 'fnié aisgéreemem to the fa-c-tt-enszt Nr, Wirth
was badly informed but it is difficult te believe ‘that a
sociologist ef Wirth’e stature was entirely ignorant of the
- ‘volume of literature Odum hed preducod in definiug and sup-
fporn;ngjtne nee‘regignalism, It seems more likely, to this
ﬁriﬁerg_?t_;eaet;‘ﬁngﬁ-nejsimply-did not accept 0dum's
definit&ens?- '_- _:{1 L ' -

”

1Merrill Jensea, Ed.,_gggienalism in America (Mhdison:
The University of" mieconsin Press, 1951). o _
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This sxohange between the two seholars resulted in
Gdum°s being placed 1n the pesition of having ‘to defend
his form of regienalism by defining it again. Pbr-instance;
one of Wirth's grinciﬁle*criticisms is as follows‘
. e e Tne view of man in seciety, however
which Singles ‘out the interconnections between
the human habitat and the complex fabric of
- secial arrangements, ways of life, ideas and
ideals; must: be recognized for what it is,
namely, -a-one factor theory, which taken alone
will furnish only a one=sided and hence dis=-
torted, picture of social reality, and which,
to be. scientifically valuable, must be .sup~
,plemented by and: integrated with other
.perspectives affording other equally plaus-
....1ple- and meaningful interpretations.l '
. .Odum's answer to this was 81mply that the new reglon=-
;alism is net a one faotor theory. He reneated that
S Mo o Wit is. not regionalism or but regionalism and."3
Wirth did not entirely discount the new regionalism.
'§ He ree@gnized tne faots oiltne existance of some regions
_ &nd the value af the &emareation of regxons 1n aecuring
-datas However he cautioned'lest regions, 80 definedv be
usad as explanations in accounting for furtner interrela—

‘tionshlps, He also pointed out that boundariea are,

lLouis Wirtn. %The Limitations of Regionalism,"
Repionalism in America, ed. by Merrill Jensen (Madison:
a*efuniversity of W sconsin Press, 1951), Ps 380,

: 2Haward . Odum ‘"The Promise of Regienalism,"
Regionalism in_ _.erica» ed. by Merrill Jensen (Madison:
e University of Wisconsin Press, 1851), pe 402. Odum's
use of thils expression is made clearer in the discusslon
of his distinction between regional ism and sectionalism
in Chapter I of this, paper, _
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atfbesﬁ;,éOmp#Qmiséagsiﬁce_no's;t;cf regiégs Qén be\entirely
aoceptéble fof ail'pﬁrpcses~ There. is d&hgériﬁhat!theSe
compromlse boundarlﬂs may come. te be. regarded as fixed and
thus lose thair Value ‘through failure to: change to meet
ohanging condltions. Be warned that regional sentiments,
,which ean oroduce interest and act1V1ty within the reglom,
1can also lead to regional chauvinism, or, as Odum would say;
'seetionalism. Finally, he stated that regionalism is no
safeguard against falsifieation of facts and that it can
'lead to an effort to:“squeeze life into a riﬂid meld and
1% can become a valn ;:%e-stu_re to retard _i:ntegra.tion of life
oo s wider and ﬁsfé'inéldsive sc:a;ll.e‘.-“:‘l '_ |
-Odum met mmst of these eritloisms by returming to
his definition of the new regionalism., He relterated the:
_differenoes between sectionalism and the new regionalism -
and:stated agaim that the new regionalism.is not divisive

but look° to the integration of regions as iﬁs goal. )

_ The essenoe of this differenoe of opinion “PPears to.,_.J

'lie in Wirnh's refuain& to accent Odum's definitlons ef
the new regxonalism and its, related termS. If he accepted
mest Qf Gdum's writings upon the subject 1t is quita

. 1w1rcn 0ps oif.., P 393.

BOGum, “The Promise of Reglonalism," op. oit.
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possible that wﬁ?’t‘h would withdraw most ‘oi".h‘is- eriticisns,
But Louis Wirth 18- not the only social scientist refusing
to accept Gdum's concept. In his art;ole Odum indicated
that his definitions were not being accapted generally ag -
“he tnou@ht they éhould bs and hoped theéy would be. .He

'~beﬂan the artlcle by stauing that the proaise of regionalism

fdepends, in parﬁ, upon this widespread aceeptance. He wrote,

_ ‘More soeclfically, the promise of |
Vregionalism will depend upon” the adequacy of
‘our.deéfinitions of - reglonalismj upon. the -
realism with wihich we define the region in
" terms of structure and funotion; upon oux '
. suecess in having these definitions accepted by
- professional students and leaders; upon the - :
degree to which they can be made articulate in
- -aotual situations, ' That is, our definitions
- mist provide, flrst; a construct for the :
'.conoeptualization of regionalism as a multiple
approach to the study of total areal-ocul tural =
situations, ahd seocond, as a tool for both
regsearch and planning through the integra=
tion 'of the several soclal sé¢iences and some
.of the physieal solences and the actio&
agencies available for practical work.»

In 01031ng his article cdum: attributed tha reluctanoe
;offééholars to accept‘his definitions-ﬁo-tne-eomplexity of
) his concept and to the large amOunt of caoperation between '
discipllnes which it calls for, ‘He' Saia finally, that
Ameriea cannot seem to graSp his new regionalism, that it

lleGKS*upon At as sectionalism,

) L

-lﬁ&n@ﬁQ"Tﬁquﬁghisé of Begiﬁﬁaiisméﬁ'qps ciﬁgf'p. 395,

),
[
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In spite of this apparent lack of aﬂceptance fer the _
newvi. reglonalism, @dum was firm in his- belief that it is
the only answer to’ many of the problens faoing the leaders

of the world, The strength of his conv1etlon in this natter

is. shown in tne following passager . o i

It ‘Seems c’ear-that a groat m“ﬁy,
_perhaps most of “the tra@ic situations: of
'maladgustmants, digorganization, and path-
ology; the world oVer are due to regional

" inequalities and imbalance, whether in terms
.0f the lack of 'balance between plant and

- .animal réscurces or between nan and. naturey:
or whether in. terms of the "haves® and’ .
"have nots™ in 'advanced cmv1lization. ¢ e s
S, By ‘the °ame token;, ‘the ‘main strategy
of planning will befound within the frame=
work of regional bal ice and equality, which
sy, include not only-‘economioc opportunity
but cultural devel@pmant and the thing now
86 much stressed namely ., Justice in world :
organization, AYet Justiee, ‘admittedly basie.
to adequate and enduring arrangements; is
not nrimarlly‘somethinv on the level of .
abgtract worality and moralistic principles;
but, something on the level of the essential

' reglonal equality: and  balance of opportunity’
in-the places whers people live; . set:in: -

~a framework of national oer werld standards
and 1nterrelatioaships.

In his referenoe'work, American S@ciology.z alSo

Bﬁeward W Odum, Amerioan bociologz (hew Ybfk” Lon-

don, Tbront0° Lengmans Green aﬂd Go., 1951)
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was much the same as that he took in Regionallsm in America.

4

Thers anpears to be ona difference. In Amerlcan booiola z

1

Odun did-not”otress the-importance of the new reaionalism as

- an overall guiding prlnciple, but he treated it as merely a
special type of 9901ology 1nseparably joined with' folk
soclology.. In this work there ls no long deflnition of his
regionalism, not even a chapter devoted to it. is dis~

'cussed in Chapter 20 "“peclal Sociology, Population, Demo-
graphy,_ueology, Regionalism" - In this’ chapter-Odum roite~
ratied his belief that his new reglonalism, with 1ts ultimate
geal of equllibrium of regiona 1is of prime 1mportance in
the contemporary world. But he anparently bewed somewhat

'to the general lack of aecaptanee which has met. nis oon—
cepts - This excerpt from his chapter may help to oonvey

what hehconsidered;to be the currenthposition of the new

regionalism. o “

. One of the mors recent trands in region~
_alism in Amerlcan ‘socidlegy has been the inte« .
gration of regionalism with folk sociology,
primarily by the North Carclina group, to
provige a reallsti¢ and dynamic framework' for
the analysis of socdletal structure, to construct
sound 'theory of process and of measured secial

chaenge, to set' the incidence for soclal plans
%ning and to meet the need for better understanding

1Merrmll Jensen, Ed., ;ppf__f7«'

' BOdum, Amegican o clolegy. op, cits

r
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and direction- of eontemperary global . intereultural
_ relatioas. Although relatively new and not uidely
- ac¢epted in 1950, both folk sociology and regions.
alism may be. said to have a relatively distinguished.
heritage in both European an& &merican sociologysdt

. He conuinued witn an outline of tne herltage of Folk

soeiology and regionalism. Tbe lack of acceptance of the

naw regimnalism as a seoiol@gieal oonstruet he blamed upen

the facyg that no- aaeou&te Sreatment has been presented, 50
that tnere is a general misun&erstanding of the main corg
QL regionalismi Gonsidering the number and length of his

evin works, in whioh he seemaﬁ to e tryina %o traat tha

. new regionalism in its entirety, one cannot rerrain from<

aoculating as to what Odum would require as an adequate

treatment of "the subject. o

In December,l?ﬁz, Sooial Perees carried afd artiocle-

"Regienal oociology as a Special Discipline" by Alvin L.

Bertrandzawho indicated that a breaking down and refining _
of the»new regionaliem ha& been baklng plaoe. While this :
article was not written by Howard Gdum nimSelf it Must be

remembered that he and hls colleagues still dominated the

' " .
ey sttt inamarermrs R et et P b0l

IOdumngmériCaa SOGiOngzi oD éit@;ﬁpw 3553“

aAlvin L, Bertrand "Regional uoc;ology as a Special
Discipline; " Secial Forcasl X (December 1952), p..lsz.

]

———————
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by Odum, but Bertrand made it quite clear that he considered.
that the oontent of regional sociology should be separated :

from other aspects of the Hew regionalism, such as planning

and administratione, “The writings advocating specific

!

measuras for social planning, he felt, are properly desig-
nated as regionalism, as dlstinguisned frem the discipline
of regional sociology, Reglonalism wasg; to,Bertrand,»an
"ismﬁ SRR - o L |

; Fbllowing the - publishing of Berbrand's artiole by a
few months was another by Howard Odum, "Folk Sociology as
a SubjgctiF;eld\fQ?;tng Histgrioal‘sbudy of-@btax ﬁuman-

Socieﬁy and the. Empiribal Study of Group Behaviorﬁﬂlf”In'

'this article Odum appears te have assumed that the close

:relationship of regionalism and folk soclology was generally

accented. in speaking of raglonalism he referred of course°

_to his own. reg1onalism, or the new regionalism. He oontinue@

his 1nsissence that the folk regional society is the best

,possible unit for the empirical study of all oultures. It
fﬁis to be noted that in’ this artiole, devoted to a clarifying _

Kof sociolegieal eoneepts, he did not attempt to stress the

pianning agd adm;nistra&ive aspects of his new regionalism.

el
[

lHoward Wo Odum, "Falk Sociology as a Subjeot Field
for the Historical Study of Total Human Society and the
Empirical Study of Group Behavior," Social Poroes,TXXI
(March 1953), PP. '193-223,. _
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He mentioned that folk sociology is based upon the study of

" real situatiens and eontinulng needs, and he wrote briefly

of the need for planning to bring the. poPulation and resources,
folk eultnre and technelogy into harmehy, but ‘he left tne
formation of planning programs out of the dlsoussien., He

was more ooncernad with ways ;f conducting researoh in these '
needed areasnf In his earlier writings he appeared to con-
sider. researon and planning inseparable and seldom wrote
about one: or the other aspect exelusively.t

o So it appears tqat Odum himself has come to feel that.
the functlonal asoecta of the new regicnalism, while inport-
ant to soolety, should be separated from the bheoretieal
aspects whieh are useful te social scientis%s. The extent

to wnich social scientista‘using tne theoretical concepts

of the new regionalism contrlbute Knewledge in -a form to be
used by administrators in maeting actual situations will
provide a measure of the usefulness of regionalism. This
paper. is more directly concerned with the failure of the-

new regionalism as a wnole. In completing any analysis of
the tetal conoept, it is necessary to give some attention

to the results of the research whioh has taken place within

its framework. Ihe'next-chapter will review-seme of these

studies. -
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HAPTER 1V

Sohu RESUUEJ OT RESEARCH UNDER THB VTW RﬁQIOVALIbM._

It was m@ntiomed earlier 1n tnis naoer that the new '
regionalism has had a particular Value in stimulating researeh

which ‘has produced a great quantity of 1nformation concern=-

ing the SOutn-as a region. In the final analysis,-the test

of any anproacn is in the usable Knowled&e which 1t produces.
In any effort to datermine the extent ‘to whmoh the: new
regionalism hasvcontributed to our-rund-of Knowledge one
must give some, attentlon to the studies which have been
preoduced within the eeac@pt.

Much of this research”has'been odﬁductéd by the

‘Institute for Research in Soolal Science which was discussed

"p?eviauéﬁy.;njconnédtien With'the'definition'éf thé new
régionalism.l Tne Institute flourished along with the new
_régionéliam'itéeif. In'1945 Boward Odﬁm-ah&-xatnarine

Jooher published th61” boeK In Search of the Ragional

Qi America~ wnioh was a sort of stock-taklng of the

o

lSée'Ghapter Ts

2®dum and Jooher, In Search of the Hegional Balance of -
America, op- cit~ - .
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by those wcrklng within this 1aboratary. In oeareh of the

65
new regionalism and the Institute after twenty-five years.
The phyaical plant of the Institute had grewn and eonsid~d
erable space.in~the bogk-*s_given over tc a agscription of
these facilitiess - | :

M

lished fact”by‘194s,'-The<soutn was 1obked'upén"as'a general

laboratory, and thirteen counties in the neighborhomd of the E

' university were, accepted a8 a testing laboratory for Tésearch

methods and ulanning mﬁtnods.

Odum and Jocher a1d’ not everlook the results produced

]

giong; Ba”ance_ar Amerfca-aantains a 1is% of some eighty«

"aight ba@ks, thrae hundred £y articles and: ehaptera and
'numerous unpublish@d manuscripts producad within the Insti-
'tuga._ The autnors clasaified theaa 1istea studies 1nto

four groups,. The firat of these groups oontaina those Titudies

;of felk eulture which emphasize primarily the more primiti?e

oléments of soexaty.’ From these $tudias aome materials and

.methsds whlch throw light upen soclal capacities9 racial

_capacities, and the development of culture oatterns and

wk ""‘

areasa Some typiQal ,ﬂtlea in this group are Fblk QL:ture

on .ﬁ.t_..._....&..ﬂel@ s Isle, Folkbeliofs of the Southern Negro, and

'ThaIQSe qf'ﬁhe régioﬁéi laboratory ha@ become'an'asﬁabé_-
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The ngro and His A*jgﬁb -

' The second group is concerned "more nearly with mate-
riala for the etudy of that sort of folx society which9
cqmprepqnd}ng;tha;whg;e 9ulturg.life-of,the gegiqa, refledﬁs
theﬁyaéniia?faiviliiéﬁibn which still transoeﬁéé'ﬁng sﬁgté~

waysnof'governmént.ﬁl' Included in-tﬁis groub'arenihenﬂuman

_G@o“ra h3 ef the ¢outh An Ameriean Epocn Factary Mavter of

- the Old South - apd many ethers.

The third typa of atudy is eanqaraed "mnre nearly with

materials far the study of praotical social problems of |

eeonomio or sooial policy, or of social planning, whether ;

qg_loeal_qr nab;enallimperbg“? ‘Kig$¢th?99-i§.9i95- Welfare ?

Work in Mill Villages, end Wiages and Income in the South

are'séﬁe of the éharééteristie titles in ﬁhis group; | ?

‘ The fourth type emphasizas “coeperative methodalogieal
and theeretical studies, partly ineidental to the regional

portralture of tae speeial studias and partly as. an obaective ;

in the developmenu @f social science; social research, and ‘

'personnel wichia the given region."$ Seme typical titles ;

in this group are Blaok Yeomanry, Soclal Historg of the
“Apia,
21vid,

3Tnd,. |

i

|

I

;

|
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_Sea Islands, and Folk Gulture on bt Helena Isle.‘

| In order to give -8 .meTe aecurate aoeount of the type of
researcn condueted within the.Institute and withim the frame
of referenee of the new reglonalism, this pager will include
a detailed review of several of tLese works. ‘

The first of these is An_Amerdican Qpechl by Howard Odum

e himself, He plqeed this volume in ‘the second category'eut-

lined above consistiag of those works oonoerned "more nearly
with materlals for the study of that sort of folk 3001ety
Whlch, comprehending the wnole culture 1ife of the region,
reflects the. p@culiar civilizatien which . sbill trauscends the

stateways of government."z S

o %w.._ﬁm Epooh,

| In an_Amerfcan Epoch the author appears to be striving
to présentfhié.maﬁerialsaia suph Q-way as to give a compre=
he_nsi-vé_'word piemreof t;njé- Soutf__h.;, The book is almest
enﬁipgiy;déﬁcgiptiané vﬁgwéve;;‘sbmg_gtféntién is given to
the d:ei;‘ivzé‘b_iod g—;‘é."atﬁifquge.sjand‘ group behavior patterns which

are-a'paft of'§he-deécfiptién and %o an éValuapiQﬂ of thesgé

lﬁoward W. Odum, Amerioan Ep@eh Southern Portraiture

in the: National Plcture’TNew YoTk: nanry Holt and Company,

20dum and Jocher,}In Search of the Regional Balanoe of
America, op. cit.
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' ettitudes and behavier petterne baSed upen the inefficiepeies

“and weste which eocur as the result of the inconsistencies, BRI

o oontrasts and 1nequalities in the oulture.Li_j;C.

In the beginning the auther establishes twe "typieal"

' personallties existing in the antebellum Seuth, namely, &

wealthy planter and a. small scale independent farmer. -The

i physieal surroundings ag well as tne fundamental beliers and

~ attitudes ef the.men are desc ibed- By following theae men,‘

and their families and thelr descendente through the war,. .

_ the reconstruction and later perieds, the auther ettempte,

to show the changing attitudes of the aeuth ag:. a mhele.‘:f

In the personalitiee of gome’ of the deecendents, particularly,
one, recegnizes the rise ef new typee of" indmviduels within
thb changing eecial and physical conditiens accempanylng the
recenstructlon and induetrialization of the South.

o Although these men are supposed to be "typical“, at.
'megy.pqints they¢eee$fte_dif£er.;n,their.opiniqne Zrem-lexge
ggbu?g-qf t@g@#}ne;ghbefe, For ihetende;'the independent

fetmer-iS'alsteutfdefender.df tne'Negroa_:The beok does not

make clear*ﬁhethef»he‘represehus a large segment ef the popu-

Qlation which epposes anether lerve section of the populatien
or whether he is not s0- typical as the reader hag been led
te suppese, uhere these differenoes occur, the authert's |
ehesen characters are often less prejudioed more Yeasonable,

than tneir opponenta.t The reader is left with some deubt
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regazdlng the tynicullty of the. cases slted, and e wonders .
how much wishful th1nking is involved, '”

The style af presentation in this- ‘work is espealally‘
':in*eresting in’ that s 1s unusual in: soclolegical literature.
Tt consista largely af eallinb forth a mental pieture of the
.total sxtuation tnrough the ‘use. of & seriés of image words and
_phrases‘. The following passage 1is typ1cal of the presentatlom
_ throughout the boox and it might be mentloned, commmn to

several of Odum's other worh9°

. And throughout the land simple farm hcuses with
front yards clean swept with broom and wind, o .
Box “borders, . .ldrge box-woods in formal array inclos~
~ ing the 1little ‘paradise of" flowers. . .old=fashioned
_jflowers~~Zinniaa, petunias, vari-colored phlox, red
feather plush; blown in the wind, hellyhocks, stately,
graceful, magestic,.guardians of hole and tradition.
« 0angd the honey bees. always in profusion and all
 manner ef .birds and butterflies., . .harmonies of
pature and life, realitiss of the bucolic scene. . .
and figs and ‘grapes, big round red plums, blue little
<plums ‘apples, May apples and June, Yates and. wines
. 8ap8s .. .peaches, early Juhe and Georgia Belle and-
‘Golden Elbertas. .scnppernongs and muscadines. . «
waternalena and muskmelons. . .8panish peanuts and
‘goobers, . .popeorn and hick@ry nlits, . .chestnugs
and chinkapinswf, .jelldes and preserves, . .back-
bone and-spare ribg. . .Sausage, hashlet, and chit=~ -
terlings.'““.new wheat bread and water-groumd meal
for corm porne with cracklings. » «milk and honey. « o .
'.blackberry wine and apple cideér. . slocust and per-
simmonibeer, . .and inside clean roams, simple in
' ©ld. fashioned-plainness and elegance, . .mottoes over
-;the doors.-g +Bible and family pertr&its. . «foathery
beds of ease and sheets of ‘immaculate whiteness., . .
family prayers. . .the slnging of hymns.-,‘.81mplicity
" with natural 1oyalt1es ‘and emotiond. . . loyalfy,
liberty’ and service o #"God bless our Home‘"

i

lgoward W, Odum, An American Epoeh, op. ¢it.; p. 60,




'Iﬂ this boox Udum, as a new regiOH&lISt» seems to be

fulfllling the function of. synthesizer. ‘The’ scope of the book

is ag brogd;as the qucept.of the. new regionallsm, The mate-
rialé preséntéi:ﬁiﬁhin-the WOrk'itself are‘the'reéults of
_many otner studies ccnducted moetly betwewn 1980 and 1930.l
o The facts which serva as Lhe basis of this synthesis
may have been secured by ebjeotive methods,;but.tne presens
tation of the material, relying as, iﬁ dées upexn, t&e-imagéf§
of aolorful words nas afh aura of nostalgia which arouses

‘doubts as to lts objectivity.A _ _
' It apnears that, while the auther has gaiﬂed muoh of

",his:material from regicnal studies, he: eqnqiders the science

of the region to be. stlll young. Hé sdmmafiZes thé-résults7
so far, brings them tegethe“ to show what ean be known, but

" he makes little attempt to apply the Knowledge for future
progr&ms. Rather, he seems to admit that this is the.

E beginning point. One flnds the questions asked &t the end
rather tnan aﬁ the beglnning of tnls book. The writer
.suggests that thls book is to serve as & Doint of departure

" for further study. He gnows-the~prpgrpss.ghe South has made
in Qvg?comimg iﬁawdiffiQultiesiéndkﬁdinté ¢uﬁ-@he chénges

in attiﬁﬁdés withih'ahd_withoﬁt the South whicﬁ'éré necdssary

lIbidtl . ?'@ : 1450 ‘, -
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’
:ta accomnlish tne greater things yet to COme.. wmiah are to: be-
part ef the new American Epoch. He makes no»attempt to ahow
hew these necessary ohan@es can be accomnlished. Indeed< he
-does not even express an opinion concernlng whebher orTNot

these ohanges can be; aocomoliuLed at all.

_The ggggg ograyhz of tha &oﬁth1”

kY

Another b@ok which Odum placed in nis secohd category

'of works concerned "with materials for the study of that

'sortfof folk“sqclepquhigh,.comprahanalng the<whola,culture
life of thé region; refiects the peculiar'civilivation-which

still transcends the statewajs of government"l is ‘he Eum:an

'Geography of the South by Runert Vance.a

In nis preface Hupert Vance himself states the general

purpose ané nature of nia work. ﬂe considers himself a worker

within the framework of the: new regionalism, therefore, gome

idea of tae concrete results of the ‘new re@ionalism ‘céan be

' Agained from an observation of his purpooe in writing this

book and the manner in which he abtemnts to accomylish this o

gQav;s

s 14 .«
i

10aum and Jocber, In psaroh of the Regional Balance of

America, op. cit.__j

L ZRuoert Vance, gg@'ﬂuman Geography of. the South (Chapel -

Hill: University of Korth Carolina Press, 1952)._




He writes,

_ Heglonalism and bhe new geograpny afford
a point. of .vantage from which this volume views
the American.South a8 a test of human adequacy
to mastexr the'resources of ite region and to
develop thereon a‘distinotiva and oompetent
culture.‘-

However much he. uould have enjoyed ity the

guthor has hot written a reglonal sociclogy of.

~ the B8outh, Nor does he.cantend that the- relatlon

- of the resources of a region to the oultural
‘adaquacy of its pépulation yet forms tne ‘subject
matter of numan geography. At such a pointi,
however; converge the lines of foroce from
geogranhy, 800108y,  human bisclagy, economicsa
and technology. Within this seaffolding ef
nature and culture has teen erected the architec-
ture of a reglon. ¥ith many a side glance at. . . .
the historical deVelopment, this volume attempts
1o give a synthetlo ‘treatment of the intiraction
'of men and nature in the Ame.“ an South.

G

He begins in’ true regionalist fashion by defining
the concept of a reglon ‘and, naming the Plements making up
geographical regions. Then ke proeeeds to the matter at

hand that af‘astablishimg gaﬂgraphiaal sub—regi@ns within

the genaral region designated as the. uoutn. ‘These sub-

- reglons,'as well as the general replon, ha establishes

as. realities on the ba31s of similarities or differences o

_of staﬁistlcal indices. ﬁach of the phy81ograph10 .sub=--

reglons, tne coastal plain, Florida, .the Piedmont Plateau,

the Appmlachian Hié,hlands, and’ the Ozark-S *Waonita Ui@hlands

.' 1’.‘.. -

7%
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io characterized according te size and geogranhic position,
nature of soil tencgranhy ahd natmve vegetation.

He tnen snows thet Oeddes' sequence ef regions, known
as ‘the vallcy section, can be aoplled to eome 860t10nu of
the uouth I In this manner the area is divi&ed ‘inte 2ones on
the basis of topograpny, and dietinotive cultures for each
zcne are feund te exist.

The distribution of. the southern population, Vance -

B 1ndicetes, was influenf“d by topegraphy from the beginning,

as was the tyce of ecenomic system and the type of culture
wnich was developed. The eesgly aocessable ceestal ‘plains
provided the background for the first settlements. ‘Their

broad stretchee of level fertile land 1ent themselves te

_ the plantation~eccnomy. n‘rem the ceastal aree the tide cf
='immigration movad up the velleys through the mountains and

‘Spread eut furthcr inland to be jeined by similar migratione

down the velleys frem the north.- Here the greumd was uneven,

rocky and 1ess fertile and became the heme of the small-scale,

independent . selrosustaining farmer. The isoletion enforced

by the difficulty of:travel in the e&rly years'tended to-

fperpetuete the differences in the cultures ef these areas

':and to continue the influence of frcntier conditions in tne

back.ceunt:y,f Slnce the raeial greupe settlingtinsthefbouth@

as well as the social groups, were similar to those settling

~in the North, Vance‘aﬁtributes the differences in culture
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o &ﬁ@:@ﬁegxagq?e @nvirmnmﬁnﬁ whrough $ta altering QI the

nuetive sultuare of tm@.iﬂnabiawmza@ L@qﬁ&, the depletion of

goils Lo ﬁna wk#nﬁatian ragion naaamnfﬁa*ia uhe m&@ratian of
e ylaﬂtat&en mwuara to now soil in ;hr iate“iar,,_
The - lnnm%i@aaza of tio Gouth warﬁ in eontinusd taueh

-with o cultura of %he rranziwr, and tuﬁ aoainanca of

aﬁriﬁulmra in #ho umms, thirough £86 »ﬂyaﬁixxl malatmn

tendad to w&rgeﬁu&t@ znﬁ-&naeﬁwpdeﬁea of spirit and the

s01% suff&cianay or th@ifrontier 0 aﬁﬁitu&ea of @ha sau@a,

.fliﬁﬁ be%waaa %he mlanta*i 38! aulnura &3@ the frontkﬂr oulture@

‘ﬁn@ plantaaian awnar, with his ﬂvahemaﬁia oaltivaﬁion »ushed
tha fromtiﬂraman from the nore f@xﬁﬁl@ lﬁn&s. Ha x@gnré@ﬁ

, tua haph&&ard metbods of the aﬂall-scala farmer as o demoras

1iving iuf&uaaaa qpan uia O labﬂring foree, Do fxontiarg
eaa*inuai&x ratruating befnr@ e ai@an&*ian, left in she
upl&aa arpad thé %mall»ﬁcal@ taymory vho, aven today ave

mbla o wraat & bage existende rrvﬁxtsair landg. The oui«

_tamﬁ of ths fvantiar rswux& e tale day.

lianad umw ﬁ@p@ral rala iﬁﬁéﬁi@;ﬁf‘ﬂaﬁuﬁe_

aa@ aultur@ ia th@lﬁoum,&gﬁha authar nrooasis %o'the-mbra
ﬁpecific discusﬁiena af the ewp;a&tatﬁan eﬁ #iven marouxeﬁﬁe
?i at, u@ cuneern@ nimaelr wibh the alaaaific&%&on of solls,

thoir ordsi t&ai» a@aﬁt@bil &y ,ar agrzeulﬁuxaq
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_ Then ‘he designates soil regions w1th1n the South. Thevauthor

is always mindful or the ways in Whlch histerieal cenditiens

or cultural forms have prevented or helped the efficiency

of the nethods with which the natural resources were utilized.

He discusses tne possibility of. reclaiming worn out lands and

.phe‘extent to which this-hss already been accomplished. )

In a similar manner ‘he discusses. the exploitetion ef

the piney weods and the technolegical advances which. make

possible the ' ‘more. effioient use of this resource.. He suggests

:the reforestatien ef cut—over lands te restere vanished for-.

ests and to furnish a’ sustained yield.

Other ehaotere discues livestock in the South the

.cotton econemy with ite denendenes unon a fluctuating garket

and tne problems ef depletion of the soil and the need for
cheap laber, tho frlnges of the cotton belt with their 1nten-
uive cultivatiop ef tobacco and truck creps. Rice and sugar

plantatiens and the fisheries, ag well as the southern high-

lands and the plantation region with its adaptatiens of the

-antebellum eeenemy all come in for analysis. In each of his

analyses thefawthor shows how the ineffieient use of the

'resources has brought about the well knewn problems ef farm

tenancy, lew inceme, ignoranoe, yoverty, poor health, etcs
| In addition to the difficulties involved in the inef=

feoient use ef the South*s reseurces is the problem of the flow
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of wealth from the South to other regions. _The South is a

'debtor regieno  ;

The flnal chapter, "Reeonstructing the Reglon," brinne

the reaﬁer face ﬁo face with the difficulty cenfrenting the
'regienallet in the South and in other reglons. Vance states

_tne aixficulty ae followse R

_ ‘Qegional olanning may then be defined for

. ouP purpose-as:an attempt at coordination of all

- .regional’” changes and readJustments toward a-
desirable’ goal. . +»'Thus & survey of -the region=

© as-is is followed by a blue print of ths region
as it ‘can be reconstructed, This plan is drawn
‘with reference mainly to the poasibilities of the
area's natural features at the handsg of the
engineering arts. . The practidéal task of the.
'regionali5u is to £111 in step by step the gap
‘betvieen the- survey ena the plan, "In its scilentis
fic aspedts regional plannxnb leaigiheavily on
the engineering arts and techniquesy. in its
pelicy maklhg aspects it is a pqrt and parcel
of. the political preceSSsl B =y

. It appears that the revlenaliet i@ 1im1ted in his
ceatributlon ‘to the solution of society 8 prooleme Just as

other social scientists have been. ‘Once . the necessary

'information ls avallable, it is beyend tne gscope of the.

eeeial scxentist te determine 1ts use. Cencentraticn on
one reg;en-n@;rewe_tne-fielg end_eimp;ifies,_toye“certaxn

extent, therﬁpebiemeyand-the netere'ef ﬁhe.inquiry,'but

o

lpias py 488,
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whether findingq on the basis of the region will be mere

&ecenteble to politieians than those based on more ertiflcial

units remains to be seen.

:ra}h of the Seuth does inspire nore

eenfidencéﬁ;. the'reader seeking ugable knowledge than -does

An Ameriean pech Perhaps this is becauseﬂthe areas covered

in the human geograohy are such that definite programs can

_“be set up to remedy some of the difflculties deecrlbed._

Odum's work is 30 encompassing as to be vague 1eaving the
reader confused by the many problems eutlined., ”here Seems
to be no place at which to begin to organize data and attaok

He

the prdblems. 4',' , _ : o L

 Klng Cotton is Slek,.

Ambng Oéhm and'Jachef‘sfbhird-ngub of titles, those
WQrKs conoerned witn materials for the study of’bractical .
soctal preblems ef econemic or qocial nolicy, or of’ social

p;&nnino whether of local or national import"l is found

i‘O.Cotten is’ Sick.3 In his prefece

3 “ '.
a0 _c _

Mr Murohisom 1ndicates ‘that ‘his 1nterest in the problem at

hand wesueroused.by the fact that periods-of prqsperity '

lOdum and Jooher, In Search of the Regienel Balance of
America! 0D, cit.l

- zClaudius T, furchisen, King_cetten Is Sick (Chapel
Hill: . University of North Caroana Press, 1930).
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and. depresaian in the cottou industry did not coincide with

gimilar periods in the total natlonal eeonomy. He—asserts,

,however, tnat ths motivation for - the gtudy "has been .exclu-

sively tnat of inteblsctual intersst.?l

This study is purely soonomic. No attempt is made to

analyze the derivation of habits and attitudes of the business—

men involvadr Tne wrlter makes oonsxderable use of statis-

tics to illustrate the trends he descrlbes. Dealing with ths

textile industrj as ‘a whole prevents llmiting the study to

tne SOuth. New Lngland producers and Xew York traaers and’

finisners could ‘not be left out. - | . -
Having shown a long-run downhill trend in Ootton industry

: profits he oroceeds to show how ‘the separation of various

B

production and marksting levels inoreases risk and encour-

ages spsculatlon. In soite of ‘his avowed intellectual inter-

est the author arrivas at a possible solutlon‘ He regom-

msnds the organlzation of vertlcal combinations within the

lndust?y,f,Althougb the verticsl combination movement had_

aigesqusta?tsd5 the author COuld=offer'no plans for further-
in&'its prdgrQSS. Some elements, particularly at those

levels whioh had not yet felt tne pineh,were reluctant.

Y

libid. p. vidie




-fhisypebrgan;zétiog.Qpﬁld.comevab@ut;aﬁtomatiCally%_in,some
cases;.wﬁereafaq@brigéwere in the- hands of creditor-mefchants.
In'thisptype'bf ;ombinaﬁion.markebinglinﬁdrmatign.wouli be
mcre,ra&dil? available to the prodﬁgar; feducing'risk, and-
ﬁhe:e wonld'beulaﬁS'ﬁppprtuniﬁy fOr,speoulaﬁiﬁn'between levels.,

.;Hig study cou;d ﬁé_userul in_itself in that 1t shows
clearly ﬁhé~reasons for forming Suoh'grouﬁs. "If this ins~ -
formatlon reached thase in the in&ustry, it might have helped
to bring about such reerganization.'

T™is book seems_to he.pne Ey@e of werk. for which soclal
scientists have been looking, It puts the problem and the
solutibn-in”tér@s-acc?ptgble to those involved, However;
it does not atﬁém§t'te deal with'éttitudes and values, whieh
are. the faetors nost difflcult to brlng into solutioms at the

praotical level.ﬂ .
Although this studJ was partly financed by the Institute

'for Hesearon in uooial Science, its problem is not entirely

l;miteq.ﬁe Qngu:egiQQ,I.?hq solution, if achieved, will
gréatly'banefit,theleconoﬁy'of:tﬁe Seuth;-it is true, How-
ever, New Lngland mamufacturers have difficulties simllar
to tnose found in the Bouun and Murchison included northern
anufacturera in hls-investigation, Whatever the value of
the paper maJ be, 1t ‘could have been written without any

knowledge or attention to the theory‘of the new reglonalliam,
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The liay of the South.,

FbllOWing his four types of studies conduoted within

the Instltute, Odum lists still emother group aimed "teward

synchronizing and making practical applicatlons of all these

regienal studies in terme of larger composite regionel

studies, of their d?plicatiﬂn to beaching and research, and
f tneir relation to regional national planning. ot One

such stuay ie The Way ef he bouth by Howard Odum himself.'

This boek was mentloned in the last onapter 1n cennection

with reoent trends in the new regionalism. Hewever, coming_

at the end of some twentwaive years of researoh astivity

and being, by admiasien, a synchronizing of this research
it 18 certainly worthy of a more. detailed description at
this tlme.

| This worx is, indeed, a synchronizing ef Odum's
earlier werks. As one reads it he has the feeling ef
having read it before. There is the same drematio, nostalgic

descriptien of the physical background ef the people and

their way of thlnking and aoting.-:AQ_Amepieen =Joch\appears

lOdum and Jocher, In bearch of the Regienal Balance
of America. OD's-. cit.; . S - .

3ﬂoward w.kOdum,_T e_wax.of theiﬁbuthi_TGWardmthe Reg=
ienal Balance of Americ _{New York: The MacMillan Company,
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Quite~pfominently in his deScrintions as do his other works

on Ne gro songs and folk culture.

It is dlffinult for one so far from the-region:discugse&
_;to pass upon the objectivity of the writer. -Anj éuoh evalu-
'ation by ‘the. writer of this study must be maée entirely on
the basis of tne literature produeed by the new regionalists.-

It appears, at this distande, that Odum eertainly makes a
sinaere«effert to be objective. He ooints to the faults
as well as to the aasets @f‘the b@uth. - He justifies some.
of the opinions of @ther regions in regard to the South;

the raader oannot help wondering irf his sense of the drama-

,u (20 CAIDSD

' _tio nas-caused him to over emphasize the separation-of tne

oouﬁh from +he rest of the nation and the strength of the
attitu&es involved both within anad without the beuth Qis
constant assertion that the &ay of tbe South is, afterallt
the.Wa y of America, and the Way of America is the Way of
the bouth 1eads one to wonder 1f he, too, is influenoed by
HUe‘Qefepsivg att;tude~ne aseribes to other southerners.
Tnisgépﬁears;tq”héf#n apology for the South in saylsg that
it is naldiffeféntffr6m~tbe restVQf'the natién; afverall.
Part ITT of tnis book "Toward Regienal and National
Maturity“, contains chapters in. which Odum speolfically
defines phe.goa;s;ofgplanning in the-Seuth,.the ways in
wh;éhlthe'Sbuth-nQWffails‘short 6thheSe gaals; and what

must be done to overcome these shertcomings.. HoWaver,

But




'“eveAthewlxétXQf"wéyS'to overcome these shoﬁtobming& is in
térﬁé”bfiwhét'ought to be done rather than'in terms of hbwl

©to. do»it;- Lhere is aiclear-cut analysis of the key prob=

lams and a classification of the types of planning necessary,

‘but still the new reglonalist apparently doesvnot ‘have ‘the Know-f&

ledge which allows nlm +0 say exaetly what can be dene to
brlng about these deSLrable chanees. ‘For inatance, he states
his own question, "how can ‘the uouth get what it takes to
bridge the aistance between what it has .and what it WantS?"l

He attampts to answar this quastion in his chap%ers on L

-.Planning South ‘at wgrk" and the "Reglenal Quality and Balance

'of America"

. The first of these chapbers 13 devoted largely to a
descriotian.of two main types of planning, functional and
administrative, with their subdiv1sions. Fbllowing this
dascription there is a reatatement of the importanca of
the participation of the rest of the nation 1n the pxanning
9f~the,ﬁon§b;anq_% p;eg 1qr the help of the rest of the:

natiaﬁ'iﬁibfidging about'tne desired-ragiona1 balan¢e,both .

' withln the SOuth and. between the South and thne rest of thé-

'nation. The last chapter, *The Regional Quality and Balance

of Amarioa" is devoted in a large vart to a restatement of

~ lrpid. p. 267,
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the reglonal variations within the Unlted States. -Some

specific attgntidn;isjgiveﬁ to the race féiétions problem
"which isfquite excluéivsly d soﬁthern problemx 'He offers
Y speclfie solutlon to the problem in terms of the planned_ 

‘migration of a portion of the Negro populahlon from . the

South to other'areas. &uoh migratien must-be based upon a

number of assum@tlons such as the consent aad caoperation
ef otherwreglons,kthe consent and oooperation of the Negro
people, and the conoent and 500& will of the South,l He

himself a@m;tg pho~ﬁ@aa;ggst-ugrea;ity" of these assump-

' tiohé;?‘ﬂe én&é W1thfanothér statém¢nt ofvthe benefit g Aa

the nabion inherent in the solutlon of tlnu Jouthern prob-
lem.: It aeems to, this reviewer that after twenty=five:

yearS'of»work ﬁnd‘many studiesw-tha new regionalist is

'_approximately where he started with: the. problems of the

Sauth wnxcn need to be solved for the b°nefit of the region

and of the nation.-
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h - CHAPTER 7.

“ ; =Goﬁéws;xfaﬁ-j. -

| -

g | The introduction to this study pointed out that a

g ,lessening of emphasis upon the total concept. of the new -

E ”regionalism seems to be occurring. The purpose of this

'5 paper was to be that of fiadimg the nature of this deempha-
-g. -‘els and. the reasons ;or 1%._ '

 %. o Chapteps I;and_II were'ihpendedutg qsfine the new
_%: hrégiénalism ﬁhrough traoing its many roo%é;; Chapter III

jj pointed out the ehanges in attitude noticeable among the :
ﬁ 'advogates;gf the new regiongliam; Howard Odgm, its ahief
E advocate; has not*loét his éﬁthuéiaém for any part of the
'ﬁ new. regionalism, but ne appeara to be discarding his overall
E} definition of the new: re&ionalism in which research, plan-
fﬁ ning and admlnlstration are insenarably 1ntermingled.

Eﬁ Instead ne apparently prefers 2 separation of these dif-
if Iferent_aspaqts, 8o that reglonalism aslresearch becomes a’
Ej spec;gl'qisqipling igtég#atg@-wiﬁn'fOlk_sociology_and more
j% or less separate from regional plannith

éﬁ ?arﬁ éftth;s 6hange in emphasis can be attributed to
E | thé iqck-of génera1=accsptgnce of the new regionalism as a
ﬁ wholé; Gértainly afconcept;sﬁch as this cannot accomplish

8¢
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E ' mu@h if it is nqt'hse&; Odum himseif admitted that the

éj fhtuxérof the new régionalism.depende&fu?nn its acceptance,
?? but in 1951 he was éﬁill_tryinguﬁo sell it.

E -Ehe lack of popﬁlérity is-not th§ real.reaaoh‘for the
E fai;g;e‘af'phé ﬁewegééiOHalism.té-gaia acceptance, The

i£ gltimétg caunges mﬁétlbé fqund_in'thoaé.weqkﬁésseg which

.; preVanﬁed.this acéeﬁtanee.- To'the'Writef of this paoer

; thare avpear to be certain obv1aud weaknosses sprin@ins

E from tbe very demlnltlon of the naw reglonalisnm whion may

? be reSponsible for its railure to. beeome our foremost |

; weapon for dealing with ‘all social Droblems. |
i - _' The first of these neaknesses consists in the concept
2 .of ‘the new ragionalism being too broad and all-inclusive,

% Cnapter I ind;cated that the 0onoeﬁt of the new regionalism
j nad been defln@d so as to include a8 mdny ag possible of

.;. vieus regianalisms.i'uhapter II showed how planning and
ﬁ aaministrauiV@ funcoions ware braught into the ooucept.

é The net result is uhat the new reg ;on&lism becane so

E _broad as‘tovlose Its value as an orﬂanlzer. Older-region«
%‘ alisms ware nelpful in dellmit1ng phenomena 80 they could

i be dealt with more easily, but the new ragional;sm includes
ﬁé 80 many poas;ble k;nq§~o£_arpal units for so many pessible
EE | purboées that 1t losés'its-delimiting fﬁnqtioé@ Even when
IE one haS-&Stabiisgeélg given area for study or planning,

. o

:

:e

'
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he must leoh toward 1ntegr&tion with all other regionss

Odum insLsts that tne new. regionalism ealls for cooperatian
between dlbclpline$¢ This ooopecation is to be. deqired.

But when -a breakdown of traditzonax disciplinary boundaries
is v*ewed together with a concept as broad a8 - the .new region«
aliam,_one has the fealing of facxnv a unlverse of phenomena
and hav1ng no aporoach for reducing it to wor&able areas for
atudy. N -

| fhig fealing is particularlj netioqable wien one is
readinr Lhe worxs of ﬁoward Odum himSulf. 'Becauseiof-the

hregdtp_of-hls ooncapt;-he-nevex'seems toAget beyond:defins

ing it. fThe Way of tho South, for instance; should be an.

_ QX&mplé of what‘the néw'reéionaiism has produced. Tﬁis |
book brings together the findings of many'ﬂtudies; moest of
whlch are limited in area: and subjeat. One cannot but think
that these studias could have been conducted without any
referenee tc the overall theory of the n@w fepionalism.

‘ Tﬁe Way o¥ the bouth brings together tha deSCTintlve part

or theue StudlCa to give a picture of tﬁe outn angd its
.complex problems, hhila maintaLning that the new regiom~

: alism is the only means by Wnich hese n;eblems can. be- met,
Qdum fails.to.show.how thg new neglonallsm“can find_an@
apply solut;onu. %ﬁ'éhégpoinﬁ, faruexamgié; h9-sugéeﬁﬁs'

posslbla-pr@gxapalfow_lesséning racial tensions. These
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are based upoh7éséumptions which he édmiﬁs'are false. He
does net @ffer any programs which he considers realistic.'
Having finished this book:° the 1eader is. left wich a great
deal of interestlng 1nformatiom dabout the South. he is~ con-
fused by the many complex problema found in sueh @ large
areg? and he is atill_w;th@gt.any_weapon.for deallng with
éhem;‘}mhg'auﬁnerﬁsigqﬁ¢ept of the'ééw.iégionaxism is 80
broad that t is almost imposeible ©o erganize activity
ﬁq@hféiéigiveg g9a;;f EVththéfultimat@ g¢a;s'of the new
régionélﬁgm;'eguiiibriqmiﬁiﬁhin and_be#wgen regions;rhdve
Hot. yot been Teduced o speoific issues which oun be studied
and dSalt with effectlvely._~1ﬂstéad 0dum returﬁs again and
again to his definition and insisﬁs that it 'must be put to
woxks. . _'. o
| :;§£ may Befargﬁeé thapl$ﬁi§:appareﬁt vagueness of these
writings"is t5é fééultfof ﬁﬁe S&BﬁRGSizing of many widely
varylng studles 81nee synuhedxs 13 one of the functions of

the’ naw reglonaLism. In 15 true Lhat the autnors of 5ome

more limited studies, such as 1ng uotton is 310K and The

"7 01 the bouth. hava pfesented conerete sup~

éesfidns. However, 31nee these studies are limited, tihe
suggestlons made often fall oI accomplishment becatige. of
othgr-iactoxs_guph as attitud@s-and political processes.
;t]ig to be.assumed that.the new regionalisﬁ;'as a gynthe=

sizer would bring the Tesults of other studies to bear
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- uponftheseASuggeétthé, 50 that programs tBuldgbe'formulated@
‘However, there is.ﬁé'ab¢ount in the iitefat&re.of such pro-
grams havina”béen.putuinto operation. .There is éome mention
of change for the better, but wnere this. has occurred it has
not been shown tnat it can ba attributed to the operatlon of
the new.peg;onalisquJ .' | | | | |

| The .second wéékﬁess iﬁ.the'téw‘regibnaiism s that it is
-almost oertain %o arguse doubts ag to tne obgect1V1ty of its
advocatesa Odum's insistence upon differentiatlng between
the new regionalism and sectionalism appears te be olosely
related to nls efforts to establish tne objectivity of the
new reglonalists. HlS first eriterlon for distinguishing
tne ‘new regzonalism from sectionalism is. that regionalism
sees tne national walfare and oulture as the final arbiter
within whose linlts regional cultures must be. integrated.
bectionalism, on the other hand, sees the region rirst and
reliea upon sectional loyalties, separateness and individualism,
' ulgnoring technology and plannlngl It anpears to this writer
that Odum implles here that sectlonalism carries an emotional
bias. . _ _

_ New regionalists have not always been entirely success-
ful_ln_cgnvincing others tnat,tne-pational welfare agdﬁintea-

gration ére;tnéirjultimate conéexn, The welfare of one region -

' ngé-pége 38 of this paper.
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Qfﬁen Qppea#@;ip bqlaénieved at the expense of anothers There
is;, then;‘thehﬁgési§ility that-regionaiists may éppear-té

e qu&ihg for;éﬁds,dictaiad.by éééﬁidnél'sentiments which do
'not'look at the-problem objectivély from the point. of view.

of national integration,

Beoause of the i&entification of the new regionalism with

ghé-bquph ghe_new regiOnalists“havg been.partiqularly open to
é:iticiSm_on.phéée_Sﬂéunds§ - This ié"ﬁét.ﬁo say thatuséqﬁnqrn-
regionalistg.ééuld not be objective, but the_h;story o£ ﬁﬂe

- new ;egioqaliséfih:tﬁe Sogﬁh Has given rise:éo'éome'doubts
;as'to'whether-tﬁe'new regionaligts are pfimarily interested
in national integratlon or: the pregress of the South, perhaps
at the GXpanSS of ether regions and national- integration.

'It was mentioned earlier in ‘this paper that before Odum
'started to develop his theory of the new regionalism, he
OXPTQ$$§d reat ‘soncetrn for the inabllity of the South to
assu@é.ﬁhat ng\considerad teo be_its rightful place among
_0§ner-?§gions@_.ﬁis objeotivity'shOulé not bé'entirely dig~-
,counted fof this'beason alone, Almost all inquiry beging
with concern for some group or institution, but Odum seemed
to adopt the defensive attitude he later described as one
fault of the South whlen helped to set 1t apart from the

rest of-tne naﬁion,_:This defensive attitude-app&rently ox-
.pends td his oonqépt'of the new regiémaiiam,' Whéﬂ the

work of the new reglonalists failed to~con§ince:other'
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scholars, sucn as Louis Wirth, that the viewp01nt of the new
reelonalists vas objective and COmprehensive, odum answered
their criticlsms by s&ynng that they didntt know what the new

regionalism 1a. The ultimate goals of 1ntegration of regiona

'witnin a-whole entity insure the objectiv1tj of the new region-,_

alism, he said. N
_ Tnis defensiVe attitude appears, a* times, to almost
prevant tne aenievement of,results, Let us_returgvaga;n to

of'ﬁna Séuth

C@umfsidiécﬁésien of.gaeia;ftensiené'iﬂ”ﬁﬁeeﬁgn
for -axi i‘liﬁs;-wéafioh of this point, In this work, Odun sugs
gests a planmed migratlon of Negrees to other regions. This
migratien WGuld proceed upen the assumptions that other
regions weuld coeperate and net discriminate against tne
immigrants and that the o@uth would cooperate. These\assump-
tions, he says: are aot valid and ether soholars would prob-
ably agree with hlm.f But ne offers no alternatives and, in
effeet+ has-done what he accused other defending southerners
of doing. He has excused the South on the grounds that the
rest of the natlon would have done no better under similar
circumstances._ He certainly does not offer any means of
aonieving more eauality of 0ppertunity which he promised ‘the
new regionalism weuld bring about._' '

‘ 1 In the - flnal analysis, it becomes difficult to deter-
minc how ene ean be an enthusiestlc regionalist and not become
& seotienalist 1n seme debree 31noe one must neeessarily

cqnceatrate on a certain region to the extent of placing its
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positian in thé tdﬁ&l‘cbnfiguration aecond;' One'critic- Dan-
._ald Davidaon himsalr a southarner felt that this new region-

aliam_is maraly sactionalism uﬂdar another nameal One dees

not ohange nia outlook merely by saying he aas done so,_he says.-_

o It io'p03°lble that one “with entlrely sectlonal motives”
céuld beaobge@tlv@-within ais_owmfmegion;and aceomplish a good
deal 1n this llmited smhere. But Odumadiéeléims';nis type of
act1v1ty.; r-’he-new reglonalist must bé-boﬁdéfﬁedfﬁitﬁ.the

1timate integration of all regions. He doés nbt.even look.
at the region as a separate ent1ty. o

o Howard odum nimself may be objective in his approacha

t times he is convinoingly so. At-ather tim$a heAis,not.so
'qpnv1n01ng@ ';f the‘new regiqnallsm enganééié-t@g objec@ivity
he. says it dbgs;:éoméﬁhing”élse.has gdné amissse HThé resﬁlts”
of the new_rﬁ&ibhalism‘ﬁave not beeﬁ{Wnét'hg forecaﬁﬁé At

the time he'wréte-Theiwax'ef’the SOuth he still felﬂ ﬁhat the

only way to meet the world's Droblems wasg to establish equil-_
ibrium between and within revions but it is not. possible to-
deternine if any proaress in this direction has been depen-
dent upon: nis comeot° o ) .  _'

Some oredit must be given 0. the ‘new regionaliSUU for
the reSuits of-tneir‘efforts. Gertalnly-they have made a ’
oontribution to the study of sooial phenomena in theirgvoicing
of a synth931s ox theories and practices which ‘wag previous*y

1mplic1t in the. thinking of social scientists,

4

, lDonald Davidson, Attack on Leviathan (Chapel Blll
‘University of Nerth Carolina Press, 1988} . -
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Their-contributionseﬁhrough numerous studiesnmade in rela-
tion to those problemeffecing the'South_surely.must.hot_56
'overlookéd@ But thoyﬁﬁéoeVnot;-eithnall“ﬁheir elaborate
writings and organization, been able to produce information
- which has boen received without question as the basis for
planning program 3 Nor have they deV1sed methods which
command wiGGSpread respeot for the. validity of results
obtalned beyond tbat commenéed by methods usod previously.
They have not Qut forth speoific plans as’ to how to achieve
their desired regional equilibrium, but they have remOVed
‘some of the. confusioo as to the exact nature . of the social
| problems involved in a complex social and economio system,
and" thoy havo pointed out the. interrelatlonships of these
prob&omsu In produoing workable _blansg to.overcome these
problems thsy do not aeam to havo reachod their objootivas.
- Soue of the new regionalists may have realized the
weaknesses 1a the}r.-copcopt,..;f‘or they appear to be trying
“to ow}e_ifdomo-.. tnem ‘e trend which might eliminate these
| difficulties was' deseribed in Chapter III. 'Tue trend is
ﬁoo raeeat,tendenoyedh the part of'the,new rééioﬁalists-to
dinrce'thoi:eséooch“eepecbs of the new regionelism from the
pleuningwuud'administfétiVe aspects. The iﬁtegration-of
regional sooiology with folk sociology limits the field

of inquiry. At the same time the retiring of researchers
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- from . the planning and admlnisbrative flelds may help to
e3tablish their objectiv1ty.

It this trend continues, the new reglenalism as the

gulding frameworﬁ w1th1n which all social research and nlan-.mx""'

ning takeAplaoe w;ll gease to exist._ In its place would be
bﬁo;separate-fields of'acﬁivity, The firstw&s reglonal |

-sociology, which recognizes the - exi badce and influenOe of
regions upon culture and eonsequanti;’uPOﬂ social research.
ng_sggng fie;d islgegianal planning which makes-8slmilar
gllgwgnggs.fér thé*éxistanceaof:regions.1n_socié1 planning
programs. o o |
Tni#jwtiter'féexs obligaﬁed to;say ﬁhat Howard Odum,
the forémpétlnew.regionaliat&.WOuld prbbably-disagree ale
most entireivaith the conclusions reached.here. It was
peiﬁxed-out in thg'ﬁegimning Qf this study tnét "the new .,
regionalism" is not Odum's terma It is-used?here to
.deoignate his kind of regionalism, but he hlmself never
_l;mitqd his d§£ig1tion‘sufficiantly to apply a-given term
te'his own iégi;nalisma He spoke vabuely of regionalism
as if all regionalists agreed. He brought morg and more
ﬂfagets_of the qurrept of raaionalism-into his caﬁcept¢ -
Final;y;_it becamé olear po,tn;s;writerlthat-ﬁnere was g
great_cqllectién aff;egippfgcngegtedIécpivity.and theory.

that entqréd inté"a.qonegpﬁ distinet from the general
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eﬂieretanding'ef the meaning of reéienaliem. Tnis.is Qdumte
kind of regienalism, or the new regionalism.. |

o Just as Odum never cleimed a special brand for his
'Treeionalisn, he would certainly dlsolaim any change in his
__}attitude toward ite Actually, such a’ ehange has taken place
in his writings if net in his own. mind. Hie 1noreaeed empha~
sis ueon regienal seoiology has been accompanied by a lessened
' emnhasis upen the new regionalism‘as aawhole. It has been
.nointed_out that this is partly the result ef.the new \
regionaliem’s beiag unaeceptable te seholere in its entirety.
Perhaps Odum'e change 1n empheeie nay be: viewed as a neces~
sary refinement ef definition, but. the direction and extent

| of the chanpes effectimg the cenoept have not yet been. fully
, xevealed,_;Fetu:eldeyelepments may”require a reexaminetien

of conclusions reacheéd at this time.

— — e I
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