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In the Bnited States formal pelitical life begins
at twenty—one.l Upon attainment of the twenty-first birth-

- day a citizen of the United States is impllcitly Tecog=

nized as. politically macure through the explicit action
of being granted the right to register to vote. Those

‘ ifew states. which make exception to this policy all grant

2

iregistration rights at ages less than twenty-one.-x_ B

Yet, wvith few exceptions there are no formal uh&D-

fnels available to the pre-majority citizen to furnish. him
,}an inltiation into the political world as anything more
:than an onlooker._ It is only in recent years that either
gof the major political parties in Ameriea has given any
tattention to the under twenty-one members of society,

' with such groups as. the Teen Republicans which ware formed

élcf. Bernard Berelson Paul Lazersfeld and Willlam McPhee,
et |

f!amoné others on how meaningless this formal membe"ship in

“(Chicagoi Univereity of. :Chicago, 195%); Robert
olitical Lifg, (Glencoes ' The' ‘Free Press, 1959),

;'the. polity may bé,

2Herry Hansen, ed., The Ho; lmanac (New York& New
Yerk Telegram and the Sun, 19 1), p. 567




as an adJunct to the 1960 Presidential eampaign activities. o
Thus, the member of the polity who has attained his majority
is, in a sense born full»greun to his place as a potentially
partieipating member of the system, without the benefit of'
any transitory period of aeecmmodation or initiation into
_his.new plaee-in‘the-polity.. Even vicaxiepseparticipatien
ds a spectator to national péliﬁics via television iS'iimf
~ 1ited; national electicn campaigns occur only every four
"years, er-Onceﬂdaring theeaverege yeuth‘enterm in high_
"school., | - | | |
Qne of these fewv formal channels serving to intro-
-duce youth to politieal life is the sc¢hool system. ?he
*schools act in two major vays to help adapc youth to ad-
| Just to the future demands ef political participation: by_
.what may be termed the Amerieanization process; and through
the operation of student-government systems.. '
| The Amerieanizetion precess becemes operative as
soon as the student enrolls in kindergarten or the first
grade. The flag in the classroom, the recitation and
memorization of the Pleﬂge of Allegiance ell become part
of the daily ri;uel of the American elessroem. Patriotie

1cf. Franklin Pattérson and others, The 2
(Giencoe: fhe Free Press, 1960 g 693
- Zhe (New Yorks ﬁarper é rothers, 1961),

pp' % - 337-3600




exercises, pageants, plays, and games are all used to rein- :

'frfuforoe the curriculnm in inculcating what the school system,

‘}'3as 8 reflection of the dominant forces in the community,

‘EEQconsider to be proper citizenship attitudes for youth to

“1hold.1 Yet, the-Americanization process is based in 1arge |
_fpart UPOD history, and may not be related by man¥ students

{to their present environment; especially when an apprecia.‘

}“tion of history and tradition ere either elien to, -or' make _

~an uncomfortable uockery of,- thc:u' cultural snb-system withe
. 2.
*ﬁfin the larger society.‘ Additionally, ths schools of the

utigcommunity msy heve become so sensitized to controversy be-

ufcause of previous school—centered community disnutes that
' the curriculam has become both bistorically and politically :

_meaningless.Blj o

: 1o. E. Oeser and s. s. aammond, Joaial fure and Persop=
- ality in g CALY, (New York:. McM:Luan, 195%), pe 2036 -
guth ”(Neﬁ-iorkz7'w11ey

O

2pugust aéB, Hollingshea Rl
and Sons, 19"’9 ’ pp. i 70

3cf. William McPhee "commnnity COntroversies Affecting Per-
.. sonal ‘Libertles. ané Institutional Freedoms in Education"
(New Yorks Columbia University, Bureau of Soeial Research,
- 1954, mimeographed); NatlonalCommission for the Defense
of Democracy Througb Edueation, 252§ggg_§2$12§ig§+ (Wash-
:ington, Di G—) monthly during the school -years Marjorie
Fiske, ; . Cengorship, (Berkeley and Los
s Angeles: University of Cal%fornlira ki959), David ;l.u%:t)xrd
Ihis g% ggggg 1g gggggggg, New Yorks McMillan, 19
Dan ex? After Our Schoolg, Sponsored by the Ameriu
can Jewish Gommittee; The American Association of -Coélleges
for. Teacher  Educdtionsy The Committee of Tenure and Academic
. Freedom, National Education Association; Department of High-
er Education, Eational ‘Education Association; and others,







A1l individuals are members of one or more ‘social.
systems, e.8+ the family, the commnnity, etc.l To each
of these systems the individual must accommodate himself;
to the demands and expectations wbich the system imposes
~upon him; This.acccmmodation and adaptation process is
:!known as soclalizations

f’...the ‘progess by which people selectively ac-
quire the values and attitudes, the interests
skills and knowledgee-=in short the culture-=
current in groups: of’ which they are, or seek to
- . become a member.2 _
Tbis acquisition. of values and attitudes takes place
'through inter-ac¢tion with 1ndividuals and groups and
" “their culture which are significant to the individual be~
ing socialized.3 Behavior is influenced by persons and

grcnps considered important or authoritative, or to whom

.90 9. A'social system is defined as a soeietal unit
of an institutionalized nature which interacts to meet
basic human needs.- In the following, social system
is used in its dbroadest- sense shd. includes those.

smaller, less formalized groupings which are often
referre& to as subosystems. _

2Rcbert Merton i : Phy
vard Uhiversity, 19 , p,_a_yg T

3m>_1s

s. (Cambridge: Har-







tofthe role. 'IndividualsTholdihgssimilarrfoles may be
expected to eﬁbibi€<1ike:behavier patternsfvithiﬂ'broad
_,limits,: a‘hd tne‘ré:ére- t‘o'ho'ld many shared ﬁerceptiohs‘
_and attitudes coneerning their environment and its oon-*
-_stituent parts.t o | o
Thns, status positiens the individual wvithin a
lsystem and proseribes his behavioral bonndaries, while
ohis role.defihes thegappropriate aotiens,within tbese
‘status-inspired'boundaries.' Iﬂ-theffollowing-pages,'
_the major concern will ‘e with reles and- the perceptions
of role-groups: congeries of individuals sharing the
same . statuses and therefore the same expected behavior

- patterns or roles. ”_ ' |

: . &n individual need not have fully assumed a role B
before developing appropriate behavioral patterns or
oriehtations., Re may engage in anticipatery social-
ization,2 preparing himself for a role, or roles, to be
assumed at some ' point in the future., Thus, youth may

readily elaim LS politieal party preference, although it

."|§' L

lElkins- gg.‘ggs., pp. 9-20. For the sake of conceptnaliz—
: 1on. of rolé has been simplified and is
enly skeletal in naturej it assumes, for ‘this purpose, that
there 1s role concensus,; i.e. the expectations coneerning
the role are consistent among the system-members and the

actor- it also assumes actors. will .act consistently. '

:2Merton, _qg. git., m&:




_may be empty of any 1deologica1 content for him, end be
no more - than & label,: L e |

- Rolgs do fot exist-ihié“Vaehumlf As:zhe*soaxai’sys;
,tem makes eertain demands in ‘the form of. role expectations,
it 'algo provides references for the actor, against which |
he.may evaluete hio behavior. Which members ef the system
the’ 1nd1v1duel eelects as referents will help to determine
“the ultimete 1mterpretation which he gives to his role,
. Thusy’ for example, the choice of the mother, rather ‘than -
' the-fatmer, es the;mejor\po;ibiealtreferent 1m,thevdevel--“
cpment. of*aﬁwecﬁdrteipolitiéém‘féié;fwili'resﬁit”in*a“dif;?
ferent 1nterpretation of the political role than 1£ ‘the’

father had’ been selecced as the maJor referent.

R

Gertein stetusee and roles ere unevoidable by mem~
bers of -a'particular- 800181 system: people are: either
male or female- -all. soldiers have an: aesigned ‘rénk with its
oeneomitanb behavioral nerms; each employee of a corporation
has a. position within the crganizational: structure. '
. the United States.all’ 1nd1v1duels are members of
a social cless, uhether they wish to acknowledge 1t or. not:.1

@,:

'H. Lloyd Hhrner, Herehie Heeker and Kenneth Eels
ie%%?i“h

Elzas ip Amg;;ga, (ﬂev York: Herper & Brothers,
. PP. _3'110 .




..(.r.,

9

In schools also,lthere are groups of statuses and roles cam-

mon to all students: plaoement in a grade-level- a major

curricular field of emphasis' and a grade-average are: all

statuses held by all students in conventional high schools,

and connected with each is an appropriate role. ?hus,-
all students in a oonventional seoondary sohool will have
_poertain sohool-related statuses,,e.g. grade-level, grade-
“average, and majov, at the very minimum. These statuses
| are unavoidable and are held by all students, regaxdless
of what other statuses and roles they may have due to |
iother positions in the sohool or 4n other systems suoh -
as families or olubs.; S 'JY; 7'"3-LL'T'1?5‘:
o It is with the efiect of membership 1n socio-edu-

eational role greups upon the evaluations of the politicaln

ideas of seleeted refersnts by a group of high sohool

-students that the following examination will be concerned.'

Sinoe high sohool-age students are relatively unsophisti-
oated ooncerning politios, and their level of politioal
knowledge is likely to be low,1 it is assumed that their '

evaluation of a referent's political idess will be. indiea- -

tive of the extent of the influence whioh this referent

_i_ SRR s ey T :
B, H.=Bemmers and D. He: Radler : gggggggn iggggggg
(Indianapolisz Bo‘bbs-Merrill, "19 7). — '

e
L Sy pre——
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_may have on the formatien of the adolescent's political or=
1entations, aud also of the likelihood of the adolescent'
-.consu.ting with tha referent as a sonrce of politic;l in-
formation or advige. | _ ' |
1q It 19 hypothesized that the various role-grenps
'”among the students will have' differentiated perceptionsi

h“%differentially perceived within ‘each role-group. 5f'* |

| In order to test this hypothesis data will be ex=
ifﬁamined ccnsistlng of the responses of a group of high | |
| "sehoel students te a questlon desigaed 73 elieit thelr
'”lperceptiens as to ‘how” good are the politieal ideas of

1.
several primarybgroup members and autheritybfigures.

. .A,~

Ebﬁﬁ.a&&m&

. i

In May ef 1960 a. study was made, under the |
auspices of a gronp of social scientists frem Miehigan
State University, of the student-body ef‘the single o
public high sehool ih Perryville, Michigan An unin- '
corporated town, Pertyville is located 1n Inghem COQnty,

lThis data wasg graeiously furnished by Robert Mendelsohn,
Departmént of Political Science, Uhiversity of Oregon, a
. member of the group vhich originally collected the data.

_20. S. ‘Bureau of theﬁgghsus ”got?;r'é > 9: istric 'Rﬂiﬁ
ngk .Qiﬁﬁxisﬁa Cfongrags, 196
.9 § “the souregxfor 'all information concerning Perry—
ville. nnless otherwise cited. The name Perryville is a

'__psendonym

|
B
i
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._personnel for the operation wbich was augmented by addition-
al employees speeially trained by the Bnreau. For the -
most part, the additional employees were graduate students B
in the. sooial seiences' at’ Michigan State University.. |
Lo The scheduls was administered to the Perryville
fstudents during their homeroom periods of thirty-five l”
; minutes, vhich was the first period of the day. Trained
Bureau personnel ‘in- eaeh room’ eonducted the administra-
tion of-the questieanaire, assisted by a set-of general
instructions broadcast 1nto eaeh roem through the
'.school's public address system by a Bureau member.
aClassroom teachers took no’ part in ‘the administration
'and often 1eft the: PGom. for the period. The administra~
tors made every effort. to communicate to the students

that they (the administrators) were in no way connected
fwith ‘the" high scheel and that nene of their (the students)
responses would be made available to the high schoel in

any identifiable form. Lo e |
|  The above general procedure was followed during
each meeting. Succeeding halves ef the schedule were

given during the first two sessions. _Eollqwigg a_prea.“
liminary examinatien of -the questiennairesiaitfwas de=
cided by the Buresu to Teturn for a third visit due to
‘the number of slightly 1ncemplete questionnaires, missed

pages, and absences during one of the sessiens. A_fear
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In his. study of the psychological aspecte of social

class membership, Centers hes pointed oumthat

i vnlsocial classes in ‘their essential nature can
; ‘be characterized as psychologically or subjecte
viets - ively - baséd groupings defined by the alleglance
.~ -of their members., ‘Integral ‘to their structur-
- . ing are tendencies toward,..common attitudes
- [Zuch ag/deliefs-and bshavior in political mate
v - tersssssThese constituent tendencies in the
formation of social e¢lasses are the- responses
- of -4ndividuals to- the uhole complex situation
.of their lives...1 - .

In addition to the value cf Center’s theory as a behavior-
al explanation ot the phenomenen of secial class membership,
1t has also pragmatic value in that many adolescents ‘mey be

-unable to accurately answer questions abcnt eheir parents
whlch would aid 1n determining the sooial class level of

the parents and family. '_f" o R
Centers has shown that there 1s a tendency tcward
type of regression to take place shen self-identiflcations

of class membership are employed.?' Upper and lower class

-memberships tend to dlsappear, with a ccmplimentary surge

in middle level 1dentlf1cations: upper class into middle |

'class, and lcwer class into working olase; thns oontamina-

cing any multi-level class scheme.. o

laichard Centers,-ii“”*W“*vfu )
tons - Princeton-

_-2m.’ p. 86. .

|
|
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_ _‘ Fbr this reason, a dichotomized social lass Sy 8=

‘“tem has been Operationalized for the follewing analysis.

_All students identifying themselves as either upper or.

_middle class are defined as being members of the white-col-

r_lar class; those 1denbifying themselves as lower er work-

1ng class are defined as belonging to the blue-collar class,
| TABLEI | I

Rsoammsrmw AND Msmmnum '
. OF S0CTAL CLASS MEMBEBSHIP

‘ ‘Upper Class, . .22

' ‘Middle Class - '__‘ 249 white=Collar Class 271

| Working Class ¢ y
‘Lower €lass . 1, -9 - .. Blue~Collar Class . 99
Not Ascertaimed. . . - . - .
and Don't Koow 5 - | 5

Tbe above dichotemlzeﬂ scheme 13 used throughout the oxame
inablqn. | _' o _ |

' Sex has often been nsed es a variable in ‘the exame
| inatioa of political behavior, with the interpretive em- "
.phasis upon the way in whieh women's politieal behavior B
differs from that of men; the male behavier used 1mplicit1y
as-tbe norm, thus casting the.political_behavior of women,

u
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through the examination of responses of students 4An the

' _oonsecutive grade-levels.

The use of eross-sectional deta arranged con-'
eecutively by .grade, and so approximately by
.. age leévels obviously doés not cohstitute a
ﬂ;developmental study in the. 1ongitud1nal senses -
It does however permit inferenges about the -
developmental process, and the/ uggestion of
tentativg7 hypotheses.l S

».Again, sooial class is. controlled for particuiarly sincs
lreductions 1n educational opportunities for blue-oollar

. students may lead to'a disproportionate drop-ouc rate 1n .

tbe final years of high sohool.2 o

L Hollingshead, among othess, has 1nvestigated the
effects of sooial class membership on the attainment of )
gredes’ and the choioe of a course of scudy.3' The middle-
class nature of the school itself, mitigates against full

utilizaeion of sduoational opportunities by msmbors of

lthe 1ower olasses, while loading the dice 1n favor of the

middle-olass emnlated members of the uppsr olasses.h

- Image of: thegPresident§3-:

1Robert D. Bess and Bavid Eastonf;

volo mv, jolo IR _;' ’ Pe 6 S
23°111°85heads 22, gzs., pp. 3o¢335, h72. ST

31nie " also pp. 168-1‘78, uéz.
' _

-_ Lindgren, ihAQ. o

22

reférents is not. available, but it approximately s1mu1ated_







The aboVe sooio-educational and politioal variables

'provide the basis for the following examinaxion of the per-
'“eeptions of political referents, 1n an endeavor to diseover

_more 1nformatlon bearing npon the socialization prooess asi'

1t is affected by ‘the various role-groups to wbieh the '
socializing 1nd1v1dua1 may belong, and the affects of these
various roles on political orientations. | o

. Ei _I-.. P -' {4 )
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evaluations by as many as. 50 percent of the respondents.

' JThe other parent,”the mother, is seen by only one-third

_of the same students as having similar political sophis-
'tioation. This is in keeping with previous research
;which has emphasized ‘the: dominant position that the |
'zfather enjoys as. regards his ability ‘to influence other
members of the family on political matters.1 Whether
the father is able to exert his influence by reason of _“;
his- favorable image vis-a-vis political ideas, or |
shether this high evaluation is due-to-his ihfluential -
,position cannot be determined from the data available;.' /
but on the basis of other studies it ‘may be'hypothesized
| “that this high evaluation is given the father in defer-
.“ence to—his role as the doninant family political figure.2
By inference, this would explain why tbe mother, a non- |
political ego-ideal 1n most cases, receives less favorable
evaluations than her male parental counterpart, although
she may be expected to be favorably perceived by youthful
msmbers ‘of the family in an effective sense. |

With one exception, all of ‘the referents are’
seen by at least 30 percent of the respondents as having

"
’l

102. Paul F. LazersfeldIgy ‘Bernard- Berelson, and. Hazel Gaudet,

; campbell, ﬁs &o’ PD. 203'206

26

ow York: Columbia University Press,







N sixth as many ;;if-=;ji.;i

.
_ ?hus, fathers are most likely to receive favorable
ratings as regards their politieal 1deas, follaeed by
teachers, mothers, ministers, and peers, in' that order. _

| Peers réceive the least favorable ratings: only one

:] responses as the next lewest

referent, and mere than twiee as many ) reong ‘Bve
LR

. 88, | the nearest referent, tbe minister.

: BX STID”“T'S SEX
Y (percent)

. Above ,Mhhmﬁ§7”5fﬁv- e

3,Average= k9[;§35f32 hl 39 ha?;j'2¥ff"39fﬁ k6

R

T dversger 38 S ue 3% 3 3 1300 Hos2

i_Below :i“f*:7*¢f' S
_.Averagez ,,j;;_ ‘8 18 11 18 16},ﬂ;30 (1% 40.38

-_-m, DK} 2 *{ %36 .9 1-:8,.,__;.-;6}_',, 5N
o m male-205; female==170 .

| §_§L Theqevaluatien of politieal referents by
each sex shows a consistent difference between adolescent
boys and girls which holds at both the ggggg and‘hg;gg
_average response-levels. The girls are MOre likely to .
| give favorable evaluations to the referents, regardless%

T

of which one 1s examined i In all casés, the referents‘ ?

|
-
o

28
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'receive a higher prOportion of,gkdxg_ggg;ggg ratings frem
_7the female respondents, and similarly, a lower proportion
"of Le_m mgg evaluations. | | _
e " Puo. referents, ‘the mother and ministers, receive
“the most sex-differentiated responses. To these two
_'referents the male respondents respond least positively
}when compared with the females.. It is noteworthy that |
:fneither ef these figures is as 11ke1y to be considered a
iworldly figure by boys as the otber referents,.with the
Tpossible exception of the teacher.'-‘*' '
o The 1éss critical attitude teward political
referents held by the female respondents may be considered
jas possible evidence of a predisposing factor which may
facilitate women in the acceptance of a politicaliy sub-
g servient role to male family members.;' Higher evalua-
~ tions of all referents suggest that 1t should be less |
difficult for females to accept the poditical decisions
of another, i Qs the husband or father, sinee there should
Dbe relatively lower resistance than would be the case 1g

- yomen were more generally critical of the political ideas

1ce, Tazersfeld, et 'al.s ABLQ; Campbell, ot al, ibid

29




of ethers, thus facilitating the_adeption ef i role of |
Submission vis-a-vis the male and his political ideas.‘
| Gn the question of sex-linked differences in the

amount of interest conoerning polities, there appears to

bo little differentiation between the sexeg, 4f the pro- o

. portion of _si aasesiaiaahla and aaa_i.kaan.responses is
_'taken as a erude measure of political inte.est.' The |

total rate of NA,,DK.responses is almost identioal be-
tween boys and girls, although tnere are differences in
the distribution rates among the various responses. o
| In summary, girls are more likely than boys to |
| give positive evaluations to =<given referents, girls
appear to transfer authority from one realm to another
more: readily than beys,n .g. the “higher evaluation
given ministers by the female respondents is the most
pronounced difference between the referents’of ‘each sex;
.the higher evaluation of the mother by girls ‘may also
~ be an expreseion of<authority-transferenoe from realm to
realm as well as sex-bias; girls seem no. more or less
interested in polities, a8 shosn by their respense rate
to a question seeking political attitudes. R
1. The analysis of responses by the

grade-level of the respondents offers the only opportunity
for the-analysis_of dataainlan-at leastzquasi-developmental

form;l

4, pp. 21-22,°
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The quasi»developmental data by grade-level shows.
~a consistent direction et the p ;gg gxegagg 1eve1, although

hot for the *

Z*respenses. 3 ;igﬁﬂh

b : {t 1eve1 only teachers gain favor
"in the perceptions of the students 1n successive grades in
a substantial ameunt. Tne father and the peer-group both
'remain relatively“unchanged, although in the- case of the

f_fabner, the’ similar 1evsls of ninth and. twelfth grade
i{-students' responses represent a return which ignores ff
-w'shifts among tenth and eleventh grade students. Both
“'_'mother and ministers 1ese absolute favor as political
referents. _ o S J'. ". | -. o ,
i At the hg;gx.ggggagg level all referents receive
fewer unfsvcrabie evsluatiens by the time the students

i!
| resch the twelfth grade, most nctahle 1n the case of the

| teacher, who elso shows the most substantial 5‘.

gains: Similarly, the two referents shewing the leest
.drop in the proportien of _g;gg_gx_gggg responses are
~ the mether and ministers, the enly referents shcwing

_ fewer ’Lr ratings through successive grades.

‘-t

As the students are examined at successive grade-

“levels they show a tendency to look less to sucb figures
" as the mother and ministers and more to teachers, while
continuing to perceive the father's politicel ideas as

ffeyorable in«about the same proportion.yuAt any gradep

32




T e —— e T T T T T e R AR T R TR Tt e

- lmml, cnly ane atu&ant in euenty sees his poers as posseaalng
: good poumeal mgas. o ' '
o téhne t.lw s&roportxcn of smudenea raung as M

tha pontical 1&&3 of the various referonts may
aa oae of three &hmgs, i.e. Moraaae, é»acmaae, or pamain

_ mlat&ve‘w stabze, ttw ciirection of etmnge i3 consistent
at ¢ o agerass 1@%1 for all mi’erenta._ In the ease
of au rafemaea t:he stuﬂenta beaama we telemnt, at
leas% m so Lar aa they are less wunng to xespond m a |
er!.emal manner. Ae uhe gane ﬁims, the students also
bosans 1ess vuung to respond at all regarding the

'politicel meas of &ha two roferents with whom the stu=

' deats’ x’elamonehipa are mose foraml, eog. teaehers and

?1

Beeauae of the not 1asaes of tho parenta and mia- E

. mintscars. o

isters as Ge@parea zo taachars and the paar-grsmp, it ap»
pears chat with age, adclascaats baeeme mss ukaly to . |
give high evaluauena to the policieal waaa ot mdividuals
vho are, to mest you&ha, riguma of maral 1eadarsmp or
-authority m its treadest aansa. Thus, with .age, gouth
may decens 1@33 .‘.mhued wM;h a odvies elasa, good governe

" ment typo of visién of the politifal werlds It would,

of course, mnm méé varigiable dats ponsesaing the
referents as &‘13\::@9 of moral auehm-i&y before suelr a

- "hypoth@eis eom.a be a6y more than tentatively advanced




: 1n adolescence.;._;'

_as a desirable goal for further research. Iﬁ would also
| suggest that hhose factors whieh predispose some 1individ-

L TABLE 5

THE EVALUATION GF POLITICAL REFERENTS
BY SELF-IDENTIFIED SOGIAL GLASS
| - (percent)

. Balow -

'fAbééé'ﬁQﬂf' s . = -‘ﬁ%ff*" :f:h“ DU .
Borteer 77 » 0o b % mA 6

,. Averaga3 3% 43 , h6 h% 35_,3§ ff1f-335.§Q f o

Averagesv 7 16 k 11_'23}sﬁiﬁ.-go' :-f‘i?””18

NA, DK: .§ ﬁ%;a; :7H-z_§_;1;.   1916H{17'A X 3, 9

ffg.ﬁ:'w;gsgyli Bf¢599,:f

An examinatien of the responses_

- by white-collar and blue-collar students shows differences‘

;1n responses 1n a consistent direetion between the two

groups. For all referents, the evaluations made by the

- white-eollar students are mors. likely to be faVorable,

lRobert Be Agger, Marshall Goldstezn, and Stanloy Faarl,
"#Political Cynicism; ‘Measurement and Neaning," (Eugene:
University of Oregon, ho date, mimeographed).

o
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'uals towards a cynical view of the polity may ‘be operativeﬁ-




' .eney toward rejection, as compared ‘with white-oollar meme

l-blueocollar Perryville youth to reject the political

35

' e 8+ a higher proportion ef gggxg_gxggggg responses and a
lower ‘proportion oflhg;gn_ggggggg responses.: The differ-
fences are the most pronounced in the case of the affective-

y-linked referentss the father and the mother, and to a
lesser extent, the peer-group.

In the case’ of the parents, the blue-collar tehd~

bers, is to be expected. Hollingshead has pointed out
the abllity of lower ¢lass adolescents to recognize the
'stigma attached to their class membership in the percep-
tions of members Of ‘higher classes.® The lower class
' youth-are‘abie”toﬁapprehenddtheir familial-origine‘ae
the source of their unfavorable class position, and are
: thns resentful toward the caude of the1r 1ow status, If
thia hypothesis is eorrect 1n explaining the tendency of

1deas of. their parents, it also 1mplies that youth per-

- ceive. politics as an area of value as regards a mechanism
for rejection; again leading to the 1nference that youth _
_ 'perceive politics as a part of the adult world.

In the case of the peer—group, the Perryville

_J
-

'.lﬂdllingahead;; opi glt., -pp. 102120, pagsim, and W43.4h45,







.referents are related makes it mandatory that. thia variable
be. controlled for 1n the fellowing analysis of- school-linked
variables, and suggests the need for a: re—examination of

the. variables relating to sex and grade-level.
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THE EVALUATION oF POLITICAL RBFEBENTS
BY. STUDENT'S SEX AND SELF~IDENTIFIED
. - .80CIAL CLASS:- Lo

(percent) -g;-

. Above" o
Avaraga: ' g G

Aweragez
Fbmale‘,32

Belou_.__
Avarages

Male = 9 16 i 1% 27 27 29 . 22 13

Fémale  § 16" 8 '-'2?"“-11» 227 1 2
BA, DK~ G . e '
Female' -4 § . 2 3710 95 ,16

' Ng W;G Males—lho W~C Females 131;

37 1 i Ei“i.*"za"iéf"”
85 32,043 Mo #2035

e 33 33,;:45-,u9';.3aa 32 ., 3127

Male = 1  6 2 lo‘wl,k. 15 . 16 %2._

39

37

R

51

B-C Males- 62; B~C Females= 37,
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,when the sex variable wasvexamined alone, it was found |
that girls oonsistently gave higher proportions of gpgzg_
:gxgggg_ evaluations, and at the same time, a smaller pro-
fportion of pg;gﬂ_g_g;_gg evaluations than did boys. Thie
. was partieularly true of two referents, the mother and
ministers. o ? R IR T

| a;' When sex 18 controlled for sooial class, it 1s
'j'found that the tendency for girls to give more favorable
‘evalnations still holds true, vut that 1t is particular-
ly crue of blue-oollar students, indicating that the
_ease with wbicb females may adopt politicallj subservient
Aroles is closely linked te ‘their position witnin the
class structure.;. At the Qg;_x ggg;ggg_response—level,
the sex differenee 1s less pronounced; differences in
evaluatiens being 1arger between white=collar and blué-

collar members than between male and female respondents.

EABLE 7

DIDTRIBUTION OF STUDEN“S BY GRADE.LEVEL
. o AND SOCIAL CLASS

i

me  fm Hew  hew

White-collar . E . 79 70 48
 Blue-collar ; | 21 2 o 23 31

~ supra, pp. 29-30.

L
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Vo When grade-level'is examined with social class

'controlled, it 1s discovered that many of the quasi-dev-

' .elopmcntal patterns 1n the grade-level data (tadble 6)

‘are actually caused primarily by the actions of one

social grouping, 1.6. the whiteqsollar or the blue~

- collar students, :S‘imila'rly, shifts by one or the other
'social class may be hidden in the non-elass-differentiated

data. } . .

IBvalu_ationsa of the father vhich show no signifi-
cant.cnange-throu%h‘thg grades*when,seéiai elass is 1g-
nored, aetHA1iy'beésme much mere favorable among blue-
eollar students. fn . | N

_ Similarly, the blue-collar students' perceptians
of the mother 1mproveubetseen the ninth and twelfth |
grades, vhile the*drop in favorability ‘which is recorded
" when social class{is not controlled,«is seen-to be ‘due
to the deoreasing proportionxof favorable ratings by
uhite-collar students., .' o

The 1ncreased‘preportion of ARS responses

given to the father and the mother indicate a growing
' tolerance toward the parents through the high sohool
'\years on the part of the blue-oollar yonths, suggesting

'that rejection of the parents emerging out of resentment .










without taking 1nto consideratien the effects of social

class would be to 1nv1te contaminated measures whiéh did ,
‘not reflec& the school-linked variable, but the effects lh
| of social elass instead | |

TABLE 9 i

?HE EVALUATIQN OF PQLITIGAL REFERENTS
: BXﬁ.OHRSE OF STUDY .AND- SELF- :
].ENTIFIED SGCIAL CLASS
S (percent) T

Abeval Sl 3 '
'Averageaf  _ ;~rhu24_;- ‘A,¥1' f:'u_i . e u
e BB RE XX 5H R

) Belw I e ‘; . '-:"'- M “i' ‘ ]

: aVQragez T S '-' 5 '  - f ';:. . .,i ).
'GP .. 2. 18 .. 71311»16 Y. 13 C 35 W5
Won<CP 11 18 15 28 18 22 22 19

om0 |

“ep

0.6l 2.3 3 16 16 19 2
Non-C?--"k'fwéi”"S.““9 9 1516 3

s HLG Gollege Prep.-ll?; B—G 0011939 Prep.-31.
- H;e Non-College Prep.-150;B-G Hon-College Prep.=6?

.....

Non-college preparatory stndents 1nc1ude those who 1ndicated
‘their course of study to.be general, cemmercial or business
education, voeational;: agriculﬁure, OF sSOmé eembination of
the preceéing majors.._5 : . .

In general, eollege preparatory majors give more

. favorable evaluations to the political 1deas of the referenta




':than de non-college preparatory students; this alse helds
true when social class 13 held constant. . The college~

'preparatory stndencs ‘are more 1ike1y to givez—oaf. :
_ ratings to the referents with twe exeeptionsa non-college
.preparatory white-cellar students are more favorable in .
- thetr evalgations;ef tee_peer-greup_than.are cellege_p;e-
| jaa;ratory ét_ndgents@?éf ‘the same social class; among bluc-
eeiler sfedents'ii*is-ﬁhe non-colleége preparatory students
| vhe are moet likely to give an a 20 gatiﬁg\tofghe
'pelitieal ideas of ministers.. o |

The reSponae pattern is similar at the. hglgu ay~

g;gga respense-levelt ‘non=eollége preparatery and’ blne-'
eellar membership being the elements which dispose a stu—
'.dene in the direetion of rating the political ideas of

“.:the referent asﬂa%ﬂ?; : The exceptions being the

minister, where wbite-eollar nenocollege preparaeory stus
dents are more prene to eriticise the political ideas of
‘ministers than"a're the vhite-»cellar college preparatory
.'“majors, and tbe peeragroup, where blue~eellar cellege :
"preparatory stmﬁents are alightiy mnore eritical than ‘
their less academically oriented fellow clasgs members.
Overall, the higher the social olass and the mere N

' .aeademic the ceurse of study, the more likely the respoadent
" 1s: to make poaicive evaluations of the referents. This
tendeney is especially marked in the case. of the parental
referents, where the white-eollar college praparatory
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0
-‘E. - e o= At a

students give more than twice as many a

- uations to either of the parents than do the blue-collar

the a"A'

| non-oollege preparatory students. At the helgu_azegage

o When course of study and grade-level are compared.
as regards their powers of discrimination, they are found'
to ‘be about equally powerful “In. most cases at: either '

g9 or the balow averase level, the differ-

-*ences in the evaluations ‘of the referents are of nearly
' the same magnitude, either when eemparing studants of '_
:similar majors and different soeial ~1ass identifications
- or similar. elass identifieations and different courses of
-study. - *fff | ; - A | |
"' To eiplainiwny"groﬁps'Of‘students taking'different
academie eourses of study have differentiated perceptiens
of: tne referents, a tentative hypothesis may be advaneeda
that suoeess 1n coping with his environment, or. lack there-
ﬁof As often, for the adoleseent, connected with " educational
_ values; suecess as indioated by participation in the more
~;'diffioult and prestigious oollege preparatory course of
'istudy leads to attitudes of wellvbeing ‘which predispose
the student teward BOTE favorable orientations via pelitical
-_ referents, whom he is likely to see more as. equals than
remete authority figures who flaunt their superior knowledge.
'Tnus;,theanon-coliege preparatory-students interpret the
lack'of_edueationel'sueeess as an inferior position and

i .
Iy
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reaet aeeordingly. If sueh an hypothesis is to escape dis-
proof,l it must also hold true when the data on grade-av-

rages is analysed, i.e. the higher the grade-average and

-_social claes, the more favorable the orientations toward

ﬁpolitieal referents.p.

'QZEQQ:Axskags} One of the 1eemgfasstgséafsy the
Perryville students concerned their grade-average attain-
ment. They were asked whioh of the: following they eonsid-
ered to be’ their grade-averagez A average, A*B average, B av--'

erage, B=C average, C average, C-D average, D average, D=F

':average, and ' F average. In ‘order to-insure a sufficlent
‘fnumber of respondents 1n each cell" since ‘soeial class was '
' to begeentrolled-from the.outset, response-oategeries vere
- collapsed 1n:tne~roiléw1hg GaHneEt AtBA;B,*and’B-into‘B and
-upy B=C and [} 1nto C and up; G~D, D, DoF, and 'F into below
“C--with ¢ remaining the same." - '

When ‘the proportion of extreme grades, i.e. B and

up and bGIOW‘C 13 examined with each class, it beoomes

,apparent that grade-average and social class are indeed

linked. For every three white-collar students attaining

a high grade-average there are only two whose grades are

-'low; while among blue-collar students the chances -of have

ing a high grade-average are only half those of getting

a 1ow grade-average..”

- . -

1Donald o Campbell, "Quasi~Experimenta1 Designs for Use .

in Natural ‘Social Settings, (Evanston: Northwestern Uni-
versity, no date). . L
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4 mmsio
" stmsmmmm OF HIGH AND LOW GRADES
‘.. 'BY THE STUDENT'S SELF.IDENTIFIED
e . SOCIAL CLASS :

. ' (percent of" esch class)

oo e i

B& ups I
: 'Below 6:' o ' ',16, L 35

. N3 W-@, B & up 65 W-C Below C, 360
SR B-C B & up, 16, : B-C Below G, 3h

il

Several authers have pointed out the class bias X

' of the public scbools, especially in their allotment of
grades.l The schools csnnot be entirely blamed for the
greater academic success of students from the upper levels
'of the social structures. The dominant American culture-
cgmﬁlex, with its suecess ethos and its emphasis on aehieve-
ment is a reflection of the values of these classes. The
.lower class stndent, often alienated from conventional
values and social institutions, 1acks sufficient motivation
to strive for academic suooess, in a world he does not
identify with or. understand.: In a vicious oycle, this-
alienation may lead to poor grades, which may in ‘turn

. lead to-attitudes,of defeat and furthe: alienation.

16¢, Ibid.y Lindgren, op. gik.

1
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TABLE 11

nTHE EVABUATION OF'POLITICAL REFERENTS
BY STUDENT'S GRADE-AVERAGE AND-SELF=-
IDENTIFIED S0CIAL CLASS '
| (percent) .

Above. . . - - '
Average: L
B &up 69
C&up 96 38

b2 3% - 31 28

Bolow € 50 a%;f'31- 21 33 29 %18 .6

o

average: Qiﬁf'y!i-' T T
Bé&up 32 310 W4 5 36 '31 - 40 31 66
C&up . 33 L7 45 65 39 38 . 33 38 51

Below ¢ 36 W& 59 32 31 32 25 50 W

. Below .

Average:
B &up .
- C & up i1k 13
- Below c- 2% 11

ngA, DKs . .. & -
B&up 0O
C. & Up

2 S N
' .8 6 20 -
Belov C . 8

8 15 - - -”11,‘21 -3

67; Below C=3
h?; Below.C = 3

w o
v>eﬁ:s>

w.c, & up.= 693 g{&fup =,
B-C B & up = lé;:GT& p. =

50?:-»5 s W | 38 25 2

1+ 21 16 21 38

3 12 8 ég_' 15 .6 12 19 32
11 3228 2+ - 28 12 &7

6
2
0

12
2

15

f? | The hypothesis stated preV1ously,that success leads

. to- faverable evaluations of polltieal referents, is not dig~-

”firmed by | the data on grade-average controlled for soeial

class.,

more likely he is‘to make favorable evaluations of the re-

The higher the grade-everage of the respondent the .

ferents; this also holds true when social class is held

it i
Lo

;censtant, o

50
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. S . S 951
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Thus, unlike course. of study and soecial class, which

| 'had discrimatory powers of 1ike magnitude at both the above
'and ;gg.ggggggg_levels, grade-average and social class
-do not. yield suchﬂregular results.

; At the ghg_g,gzg;ggg level social class 1s- slightly
more reliable- 1n only one case do- blue-collar students ,

of a given gradeaaverage give a 1arger proportion of fav-

'~orable ratings than do the white-collar students‘_ However,

”'lllevel, grade-hvenage is a ‘somevhat

A LT

better 1ndicator ef the likely differentiation of responses,

although In half of the cases the relationship 1s not linear.

It 13 hypothesised that the oause of the greater

'ability of course of study as compared with grade-aveﬂage
o to predlct a given group's distribution of evaluations 1s
'm the nature of the acquisiuon of the status itself.

Course of study is selected by the student himself, albeit.”

' vith varying amounts of parental assistanee, vhile grade-

averages are the sum of the eValuations of ‘the etudent by

teachers of assorted pereeptions and biases. Thus, course

of study may be more noarly 1ndieative of those charaeter-

istics whlch lead to given perceptual and evaluative tend-

_encies on the part of the students.

e '3 'c__ff '

t"




At

"ﬁ with no leaning toward either par

asked to-complete“tne ‘following questions
‘Qenerally speaking do you consider yourself to be .
. -a=~strong 'Republican, average Republican, inde~
; pendent leaning tovard Republican Independent
ty Independent
~ leaning toward Democrat, average Democrat, strong
Democrat, never thought of it, Other.-

'i; - For purposes of analysis all students ‘showing. any
leaning toward either tne Republican or Democratic party
&re consider°d as’ preferring ‘that party.l‘

Like their franchised elders, the high school stu=-

: dents of Perryville sbow a strong preference for the Re-"

' publican party., When identifying their preferenee, the

students are twice as 1ikely to identify themselves as
Republicans as’ they are as: Democrats, they are, in fact,

more likely to identify themselves as Independents than )

'they ars to 1dentify themselves as Democrats.'i

lThe eleven respondents choosing Other were ' excluded from
this phase of the analysis. _ . _













referents except the peers and the minister, where Inde— .
"Ipendents are more favorably disposed toward the referent
-thanlare_aepublicans; This descending order_is:_Democrats;
Bepubiieans; Independents,'and-NeneIdentifiers; Uhile
Democrats lead Republicans at the gggxg__z_;ggg_level

= of favorable responses, they are also higher at the U=

B favorable,.t”i g &Y in the number of eritical

“7evaluations that they make of the. referents. There is net

'_zat tbe;p' level, the same type .of common, ‘Se-.

;quential pattern whieh exists at the ,.,'._,
' " There "1s strong reason to suspect that the Non= f-
5ﬂfIdentifiers are not what tneir responses to party prefer-
ence appears. That they respond at a rate unsurpassed
'j_by any other party-preference group is implieit evidence
:that they heve thougbt about politlcs, at least as regards
the referents.1 it might be argued that the. responses to
'the political ideas of the referents were spur of the
moment, snap Judgments, but this would : suggest a question
as to vhy. they 4id not make a’ similar snap Judgment as

to political party preferenoe.- The fset that their re~
‘sponse rates are so hign, tne highest of all the . party |

1For three of the referents the Ho ID students registered

56

no NA, DK responses at all (fatner, mother and peer-group).
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-A.préferedéé-g:oupa=£0r thé two'péréhtal_refepents;.of wvhom
tﬁey__ are more eritical ‘than anyof : thg ‘°tfhe'g‘.:-gzl‘°ups y SUg-
gests, the nypofhesis ehée a’self;pfoclaimed-iaek ef'parcia
san- orientation on ‘the part of the offspring, is actually
a form of reJection or criticism directed toward the

parents,;_,
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: ;  THE EVALUATION OF POLITICAL REFERENTS
T - BY SELF IDENTIFIED POLITICAL

- PARTY PREFERENCE AND

SOCIAL CLASS

(percent)
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- When party preference is examined while controlling
~ for class, it is found that the sequence at the'gpggg,gxp
_,g;ggg level which finds Democrats being most favorably
disposed towards the referents is only true of the white=-

collar students; the pattern of . the blue-collar students

LAgS level is irregnlar, and lacking in a

common pattsrn. At the ej;‘g”1i':;5g level, there 1s'a
similar lack of pattern in the responses of either class
_ level:_

l Thus, it is likely that what appeared to be a
pattern of responses in the non-olass controlled data
at the gggzg_gzggggg_level is actually an artifact of
the high proportion of vhite-collar students in the .
population.
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TABLE 15

THE EVALUATION OF P@LITIGAL BEFERENTS
BY POLITICAL. PAREY. PREFERENCE AND

’ GRADE. LEVEL R

f,(percent)

K

. above.
. Averages -

-Rep,

Ind, .
NoID

Average:?'v'fu'
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No ID

DK$
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Rep.
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g TABLE 16

‘ l"'iﬂuxsmmermm OF STUDENTS BY mmrx
- PREFERENCE AND GRADE—LEVEL -

, N ;E;w-ﬂ;lga” 5;134“7;;E%;
Demio, . - '+ . 22 14 - 22 15 . -

Repq"‘ 20 0 kg YW - 39
3.6 T

No ID o a3

-.‘:I _-. Tt /‘ .
.‘-“_'4 L

At the g&gxg_gxggggg level, when grade-level is

controlled, three out of four of the party preference

groups lessen their propertion of favorable evaluations
of the father between grades nine and twelve; only the
Independents increase in their favorable attitudes to-
.ward the father.' The largest decline for both the father
and the mother is registered by the Non-Identifiers, who
by - the twelfth grade, are most oritical of all- of the .
referents. ?Q I o i
\ In keeping with the pattern established by the re-
spondents, when controlled for grade-level only, all of |
the party preferénce groups become more critical of the
mother betueen grades nine and tuelve. e h
S Except for Nen-ldentifiers, teaohers gain from
all the groups, as they did from the students of the suc- _
.'cessive grade-levels when ne other variables were controlled.
With the exoeption of Independents, whose percep-
tions of ‘the political ‘ideas .of ministers change little,
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'referents by the time they reach their senior year.

_ The peer-group gains slightly among Democrats only; :
All other groups become more critical or shcw no net
change between the ninth and’ twelfth grades.'ff" |

. | At the W level, the general tendency
of *he party preference groups is to become less critical,
or at least no- more critical ef the referents between the
first and last years of high scnool There are, though;,

| exceptionsz Republicans become more- critical of their
parents with each 1ncrease in grade-level, until by the ‘
-twelfth grade they are as critical as the students ‘who pre-
fer the Democratic party. . '

N Students who 1dent1fy with eitber of tne major
parties are usually more likely to 1essen their critical
attitudes beteeen grades nine and twelve in greater pro—
.portion than are the students Wwho call themselves Inde-
pendents or Non—Identifiers. o - | |
o In summary, theré 1s a relationship between party
preference and the evaluation of tbe referent vis-a-vis
his political 1deas.” Tbis condition was ‘hot expected at
tne outset -of the examination, as party preference vas
expected to be no,more than 8. convenient,pbut relatively

'meeningless=labe1.-:1t was-believed likely=that party~~
preference was unsupported by any ideological frameuork
or psychologicel predispositions which ‘would" affect the

- politicel orientations orperesptions of ths various- e
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groups identifying with either major party, or as Inde-
~_pendonts,‘or who claimed not to have thought of party

’ preference at all. ; | - |
B The responses of the party preference groups, when

controlled for any other variable, show a consistent pat-
tern which finds Democrats giving larger proportions of

' and hglgg_average responses to the referents ‘

AR

- both ;:;
than do students identifying hemselves with the Repub-

‘‘‘‘‘

| lican party.' Both groups. 1dentifying with the major
parties, were, however, more favorable at both levels than
,Independents or Non-Identifiers.‘_ o __f ;ffff |

The descending order of party preference groups,

by proportion'of ;A*f_ "Qgr'responses, is also the
nascending order of neutral_gxggggg responses, excluding
ireSponses to the peer-group in both cases.‘ This implies |
_that a ranking of party Preference group“ is also a rank- S
ing of political commitment, i.e. a willingness to hold

| substantive political attitudes, Thus, the larger the
'proportion of a group responding at the gpgxg and_hglgu-
average level, and the fewer at the gxg;ggg and ggg‘ag-

" i ; 'V Lgxg;_; the greater the group's

political commitment. Further evidence of this possible

. linkage among party preference, favorableness of percep-
-tions of political referents, and political commitment is
the rate of gg& as

responses show tendency to replicate the order of the

i responses? theso

-
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., ggggggg_responses, though not with such regularity, Thus, _.
_it may be tentatively hypothesized tbat political commit-
'ment favorable evaluations of political referents, and

party preference are all interrelated, though the data

does not permit any inference as to the developmental

_sequence. | o RO R .‘-.r. |

When party preference is examined while controlling

_for social class, the regular deseending order of pro-

portions of gngxg_ggggggg responses is found to hold true

only for whiteoeollar students; for blue-collar students
vno such regular relationship exists., The lack of any reg-

':-ular relationships is also true of both clesees at the:

_slsw_ezeseselevel- R | _

For ell partp preference groups the expected re=

Jlationship exists when class is evamined while controlling

.for partys uhite-coller students are generally more fav-

-orably disposed towards the referents, regardlees of re-.

ferent or party preference group under exemination.;.,

Generally, the selfaidentified party preferenees
ef the Perryville youth leed to the conelusion that Demo-

,crats view political referents more fevorably than do Re=

1publicans, uho in turn are more favorably disposed toward

© the: referents than Independents, who are more favorably

.oriented towards the referents ‘than ere the students eho _

are Non-Identifiers;. There is no definite sequential pat-

tern to the development of perceptions of the referents

LN
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I Zg.. Next fo the father, the most favorably
1o : ot "
lpefceived politioal referent is the teacher, who achieves

'W;.this position with a great deal of assistance from the E
. .twelfth-grade students of all types.. The favorable posi-
?tion whioh teachers enjoy regarding their political ideas
“ifvis»a-vis twelfth-grade students represents an increaae
;;:of ho percent in the proportion of gpgxg_g__gggg_responses
”?{received over those received from ninth-grade students.
. Less favorably oriented toward teachers are those
_ groups within the student population holding positions of
"}lower status in the school' ninth-grade students in their
“_first year in high school, students with poor grades, ‘and:
llimembers of the blue-collar class. . ) .'
| N or s, Next to the peer-group, ministers are

There

'Ithe least favorably perceived among the referents.
.are though, groups who give ministers gh;xg_azg;ggg evalua-
tions approaching 50 percent rate. Most favorably oriented

'-igroups concerning the political ideas of ministers are soph=-
.'omores and blue-collar members.' Highly critioal ‘views are

; held by freshmen and political Independents. B |
| : ggg g gg ggggg,3 The question as to which groups'
”see‘their peers most favorably as. political referents 1s
'not a partioularly meaningful one in a sense, sinoe no. group

makes more than 15 percent of the evaluations of their peers

-as being gpgzg_g_ggagg,_most;groups respond considerably

1

|
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less favorably than that The most fauorable'respondents;

those making 15 aboy

'}:, evaluations out-of each. 100,
are the freshmen Republicans.'lfhe next most.favorabie '
groups are only half as much so as are the first-year Be-
'publicans, making ghgzg_gzg;ggg ratings 1n only eight per=-
cent of the cases.. ?hese groups inolude white-collar Re-
publicans, twelfth-grade Republicans, and students of
:mediocre academic achievement. Among many ‘groups- there

is not to be found even one student willing to rate the

;‘political ideas of his peers as ghggg_gggggggL
5_ | Several groups are nighly oritical of their peer-
I”group as politioal referents, with as many as 70 percent
'finding the political ideas of their peers to be gg;gg

gg_gggg These groups 1nelude ninthegrade students and _

those who olaim to have never thought of a political party

preference.;

- %n‘ §gmgg;g, In general, the highest evaluations are
given to’ fathers and teaohers, followed by the mother,
ministers, and the peer-group, 1n that order. ’

: It appears that the father is. the most favored as
Ca referenee point for politioal ideas by the Perryville
_ihigh school students. His highly regarded position in |
- this respect is the result of a combination of factors.

In the madority of families he is the aoknowledged

'ii_
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authority figureg he is listened to and obeyed 1in_matters
covering a wide range of contents and importance} He"
also acts as a mediator between the homeé and its environ=
ment and the world outside, and is. thus sought by the off=
spring as an agency of transmission and translation
‘vis-a-vis the child and the non-familial environment.2 .
_}{ In the case. of the mother, her ‘authority as re-'”
gards the outside the home area, is less strong than the !
father s.- She is 1ooked upon as the translator of the
internal, home environment, an area in which politics 2
are not often seen as an integral part.?n Thus, since ._
it.is not her .demain, the mother is less highly regarded
as concerns her politieal ideas. .

I

_1{ - Other than the father, the most respeeted refereg
ent, as regards his political ideas, is the teacher.: Like._
the father, the teacher acts as a translator of the external
environment; it is precisely this activity which might be
termed the core of his professional duties.‘ High school
teachers, because of their close contaet with their stu-
dents often exert a profonnd influence on the personality

_ and intellectual development .of their. charges.“ Thus,

lﬂyman, gg, oit., pp. 30, 83
24 . .

Igid
52494

l"Elizabeth B. Hurlodk. g% 5%& opment, (New Yorks
McGraw~Hill, 1955), pp. 380-3 :92'.93 . S




teachers may ‘be chosen as authority-figures to. an extent
beyond that which they hold such a position by virtue of
their occupational role- their authority may be trans«
ferred from the specifically class-room situation to
other areas in the perceptions of their students.- |

. In the evaluations of the adolescent respondents,
tne political ideas of ministers hold an anomalous posi-
-ﬂ'tion. -Although ministers are generally respected members
of the" community, speaking with great authority uithin
| Specific realms, their political ideas are rated as the
‘-poorest of all of the adult referents.a That ministers,

'whose authority in religious matters is virtually unques=
tioned are considered so lacking in authority on politie
cal matters, suggests that religion is not perceived as
;salient to the environment in the way that politics is:
that 1is, though religion may be of importance to an indi-
vidual,“its precepts are not seen as- having any connection
with the political world, If such a condition does per=

tain, it may be hypothesized that an individual referent's
political ideas will be evaluated in direct proportion to
| their perceived nearness or distance to the secular
world as it is defined by-the individual evaluator: the
moFe socular,'thehbétter.ipg' |

' The political ideas of the peer-group come under
_heavy fire from most of the adolescent population. The

'large-scale rejection of the political 1deas: of peers

indicates by implication, that the Perryville students ‘

1
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do not see politics as salient to their own. personal
.milieu, put rather as an-area which they perceive to.be
-the province of adults., Tbe almost total lack of evale :
fuations of peers as holders of good political ideas,:
-together with the overwhelming condemnation of the peer- _
group shown by the high proportion of_p_;gz_ageragg ratings
given them, implies a rejection' of politics as a possible
area for wide~spread youthful participation, since they se

severely doubt the oompetenee ot their oontemporaries.'

The general hypothesis uhich emerges from the data

Jaas it~ concerns the referents is that the more authorita-

' tive a referent is perceived to be vis-a—vis the external

l

'—'environment regardless the degree of affective relation-

_shdp,between referent,anduyoutnfnl respondent,pthe higher
will be the evaluation of the re:f.je“re’n-t as a political
.ffgnre. The:nypothesis;emerges from tbe observation that
thé referents~receiving~the highest'evaluatiOns are the
tather and teachers, botb individuals wno mediate between

‘4

youth and their external environment in an authoritative

‘_ manner, but .only one of whom, the father, can be automat-

;ioally.assumed to-be affectiveiy-linked with the evalua=
'-tiﬁg.youth. ;Botn\the motper'andﬂthe peer-group may be
considered to be moreflikely to be affectivelyflinked'to

-;the'respondents than can be teacners,'but neither of them

ok - - . - . .
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rebeive'the_positive evaluations conc¢erning their political
']jideas that 1s accorded the less.affectively-linked'refer-

' egt; the‘teacher.f Thus, in the realm of political ideas,
authority takes precedence over affective relationships in
f leading to favorable perceptions, ' |

The M _ |
; ' In selecting. the variables for analysis, the ate
tempt‘was made, to choose only those-variables which were
1ikely to be cemmcn ‘to all students in conventional high

'schools, regardless of any regional or environmental factors
'-which might occur in specific cases.' This was done to min-

imize as much as possible those factors which might be

idiosyncratic to the particular Perryville situaticn.

Thus, although the Perryville group -can in no way be con-

sidered as a sample of ‘some larger, more general popula-
'tion per sey thelr respenses may suggest hypotheses which
'are applicable to a wider population of. high school students.

Thus, the variables vhich were examined were those conceérned

with roles common to all students, vhetheér enrolled in the

Perryville,high_school,jor some other traditional;public

high‘schoolg:ffhesefvariables wvere tested'in order to

-determine if the various rele;greups'among the Perryville

student population uould differentiate in their evaluation

of the politlcal ideas of the several referents. The dif-
ferentiated responses exhibited by the total population

in regards to specific referents provided strong basis




for the assumption that specific role-groups would also
_,differ in their evaluations, Just as had the ‘total pop-
ulation in their evaluations of specific referents. _

| The variables examined weres sex, grade-plaeement,

: social class, major course of study, grade-average, and

. political party preference.. The major control variable

-was sooial class, and was- used as a control in conjunction

l

'with each of the above variables.f«
~{§ Social class was chosen as the. control variable
.beoause of its pervasive influence upon the behavior of
Aan’individual,aeven-if such individual is an adolescent.l
_Tne'medium'of self;identifioatien vas used to determine
the student's social elass membersbip for tvo reasonss
among its possible definitions, social classes may be _.
considered to be psychologioally-based groupings, com=
manding-allegiances_of their members, and structuring
th@ir'behavidrsa*aopropriate.criﬁeria:for an empirically-
'6réented judgments of soeial olassfstrncture and member-
ship'are diffionltﬂfO'Obtain for'younh,‘duetto their

1

Cf. Hollingshead ;pggl" warner et -al., Ibid,3 James

West, Plainyi] J, S, Al (Nev York: Columbia University

‘ Press 19g11; Bobert S, ‘and Helen Merrill Lynd, Middle-
_gug, (New Yorks Harcourt and Brace, 1956). | o

2Centers, znzg., ppo 210-211. snnxaa pp. 18-19.




lack of self-determination of many of their statuses, and
their lack of: accurate inrormation concerning the various
statuses of their parents, €e8e specific occupation and
inoome data, which .might be utilized in the determination
'of class membership of the family. - ' "

.'E?': §qu When the variable of sex was examined, it was
'”found that girls were consistently more charitable in their
*evaluations of the political ideas of the referents than

| were boys; that is, girls were more likely to give aboys -

| axggggg_evaluations, and less likely to give Reloy average

' -_evaluations, than: vere’ ‘boys, regardless of the referent,
""’but especially true 1in the case of the mother and ministers.
"-The especially high evaluations given the mother and mini-

' sters suggest that altbough girls gay well perceive poli-
tics as part: of the external environment, they do not -
’necessarily approve of this connection, ‘since the two fig-
'ureslwhose:evalaations are most,diﬁterentiated by sex are
:i;ures,notibonsidered3to bo worldly in a secular way;
'po?itios being'generally eonéiaefea'a uorldly and seeular
ar%a; 'The’analysis'of'the responses by Sex'suggestS'that'
when evaluating political referents, females may- be less
| likely ‘than: males to base their evaluations on politically
_ relevant factors, and more on characteristics salient to

other areas.l--'

Supra, PP 29“30’ 319,

A e Ay e
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higher grade-levels, until by the senior year, the teacher is |

TSS—

tme most highly rated referent.1 This suggests that the pole-
itical-intellectual horizons of adolescents broaden through

-the high school years, causing them to become less reliant

| l
g,zcn their parents as a source of political information or _

_ ol
'm,agadvioe. This is partially corroborated by the drOp in fav—

. ,'orebility suffered by the eValuations of the political 1deas

of the mother.

 Gonrse of Stuly and GadecAvorags, Among the

_ e v
_variables examined were three uhich could be considered as

~crude measurcs of success, or lack thereof, and concomit-

-*antly, as indioators of prestige. Two of these variables

were concerned with success or prestige uithin the school
situations grade-average and major cour e of study. The
third, social olass,_indicates 8 degree of success or,

prestige within the larger oommunity.!,

e A high grade-average may be considered indicative
bhat the student is successful within the school, and is
one of the measures of success used by lay people within

the community to gauge aohievement within the school and

: award conoomitant prestige. To many persons, ‘a high

1H
N

llt should be noted‘that the senior year is' the- traditional
place in ‘the curriculum fTor the most political of :the ‘
high school social science courses, Problems in American-

. Depocracy or. some similarly titled course, or- the ‘more
traditional civics. o s _ .

".‘-'{ .
e
.l
!.
]
l

i
i







- -

79

their peféébtieﬁs"aé”éﬁé”énsiréhmeﬂé; éﬂd‘asiit'affects*' .

tthem, of tbeir self-image,

Thus,‘students pessessing

the success characteristics of . high grad?-average, college'

'preparetory course of*study, and high-se~ial clsss Qiil'

have greater prestige within the communi
low grade-average, non-college preparatc
- social class contemporaries. ::gﬁq“”J '
When the, responses of the succes
unsuccessful students WeTe examined the
vers found to give consistently more faVn
Cof the political ideas of " the referents,

-ftheir less successful eontemporaries.,aﬁ

usually in the case of the peer-group. .

The more favorable attitudes cha
more successful students leads to this h;
and/or prestige for;adolescegtseyhich.is
self-perceived achievement in coming to f
educetiehéi?éna”$6§i§iié§f§fdnmeht-engenc

oriehﬁatiens‘#hiéh ehcourege the develcp:

by than their

yfmejer, low

sful versus:the:
succeséful:students“
>rable evaluations

as compared with

ccéptions were .

racteristic of the
rpothesis. success
a resalt of %heir
.erms,with.thelr
lefs etﬁitﬁdes and

nent of favorable

perceptions of the political ideas of ot?ers.

It would

!
be expected that these positiVe political erientatiens
would not be limited to the political ideas of selected

reﬁerepts,'but_would extend. into other p

llitical sectors,-
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agggggg responses to any of the referents’except the peer=-
group are arranged in deseending order from most to least
often favorable; it is found that this ispthe reverse order
fof the non-commital, avggagg responses. %hus party prefer-~
ence, favorableness of orientation, and pelitical commit-

I
ment are found to be interrelated. . I

l
o

| ,h;_,f_ - ”5-
'The basic~prohlem'under'examinatign was to deter-
"mine whether or not various role-groups among an adolescent,
high school population differentiated in ?heir evaluations
of the politioal ideas of their father, mother, teachers,
ministers, and their peer-group; and whether or not there

were differences in the evaluations made by various sube

.a
i

: groups within the ‘total population. »,

The h?potheseS'escapedqdisconfirm%tion, 1.e. there
vere substantial ‘variations in the evaluations given by
the students to éach referent, and within’the population,

' specific role-groups had significantly dﬂfferentiated per-

ceptions of the referents. T _??
In general, the most favorably perceived referents
were the father and teachers, followed by the mother and
ministers, with the peer-group trailing 4ar behind.;
Frem this data emerged the. tentative hypothesis that
the more authoritative a referent is peréeived to be vis-a-vis

fthe external environment, regardlese of the degree of affect-

- 'i
l
N
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zly-linked referent, the: teaeher. o f;.f-

83

ive relationship between'referent and yo&thfol'respendent,

the higher will be the evaluations of the referent as a
f

“political figure. This came from the observation that the

two referents receiving the highest eval%ations were the

‘ffather and teachers, both figures who mediate between youth

and their external environment in -an authoritative manner.

;Although the: father may be assumed to be affeotively linked

‘with the youthful respendent, both the mﬁther and tne“peer-_
. grouplmay-be,consideredemore.likely tban|the-teacheruto-

.interaot;affectiVely with'the*respondent. - Yet neither re-

ceived the positive evaluations accorded the less affective=-

Among the role-groups, those . found to be most fave

-orably: disposed toward tbe referents were those who were

|
most successful dn: adapting to-the deman?s of educational

' dna social institutions and struetures. 'Thus, members: of

athevwhiteeoollar~elass,:oollege-preparatOry majors; students

with=hiéh-gradeéaterages;.ana members of|the senior class
were most 1ikely_to'have;theQmoSt.positi%e.peroeptions;of'
the referents.. The hypothesis'generated'by this data was

that success for adolescents which 1s a result ‘of their

self-perceived aohievement in coming to. terms-with their

'educatienal and social environment engenders attitudes

and orientations which encourage the development of fave

orable pereeptions of individuals as poLitical referents._







.'“ideastof the zeferents.“ﬁwfaa"' R
i'ceive political referents in generally si
'“particular referent as good or bad

: range a group of political referents in 7
' |
but- that different individials would diffler in their over-

referénts?may‘haVe the'mostfinflnence'as

It is expected that those higher

status groups most

favorably dispesed toward the referents will be composed

' of those individuals who will be active
“ participants in the political world after'attaining their

mad Ority.

-l-gthe positive orientation toward politics

The‘data also suggests that mosb

differences being in the‘degree to whioh

ather than passive

This condition is expected to pertain due to

I

as a whole which _

';is implied by a favorable attitude concer%ing the political

P .

Endividuais per-'
milar ways, the;.

they see a

Thuﬂ

pected tbat a homogeneous group of individuals would ar-

all perceptions of to: what extent the hig

-ferent was good, the lowest bad, etc." i

Further study of" the political aé

imilar rank order,
hest ranked re-

titudes and |

Orientations of adolescents should endeavor to discover

how closely 1inked is adolesoent and adnﬁt behavior.

I
It is further suggested that stuc

referents_vis-aevis both adolescents_and

. L |
seek to determine-in‘what“specific'politi

Yy of political
adults should
¢al areas various

t6>é€abiliéihg

political’ orientations, or generating the attitudes‘

nec¢essary for poiitical change. | .{'

’. it would be exe

85
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In order to understand the genesis of politioal be-
havior more efforts must be made to examine the politioal
.perceptions, orientations, and attitudes of children and
youth.; A tacit assumption of the above ;%udy was that
-youth does indeed have political views which are differ-
'jentiated and worthy of examination._ This assumption was
not disconfirmed by the data, but neitheg were all the
questions answered whioh the data generated,. It must Te-
main for further research to answer these questions, and
in turn, to propose further problems of Lts own.
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