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: ,,., . : 

. . , ' . · · 'CRAP1JER · l .  .  .  • ·  : �· : -

. · :';In the ;lJn1ted States. f;ormil pol1t1aal. life beginS  ' . .  . - �- . . -  . 
' . - . . ' .  

at t�enty-one.1 . u;on. at�airiment .of the twenty-f:1.rst pirih-
. . ' . ' 

·'. ' ' '   ' 
 . . 

d�y a �itize:n  of �he Pnited State.s 'is :tmplieitly ·'reoog-

 nized .as, politically niatm,e throU&b t,he expl1o�t ,action 

of being granted the right, to 'reg.stkt to vote. Those 
•' . ' . ·rew states  whic� make exc:eption to, th1� · pol�cy. �1 grant 

.
. registrat1�A rights:' �t _ag��

1

�l�ss �han- twen�·y-on0. 2-. 
,  

. . r  ,. 

¥et, with few exQ�pti�ns thete_are..no formal ohan-

.·nels availaple _to thE:l p:r��maJoritr Q1t1�en to .furnish, him 

, _·: @ ·initiation into the' ·poiit'toai wOl'ld �s an,-tbing more   . , ' . I .  
.  ' . 

. tba.n an o�ooker:  1�- is  orliy � r.ece.tit years that either 
' . . ,   

:•',e>f the mAjor ·polit:lc(U parties inAtneJ7i� bas given arq 

/;attention t�· the ·under twerity""!orie metllbers of society, 
·;: 

' 
. .  . . ' \ 

·. ,-. .  ' ' .· 
. ' ·, :· . . · . 

·  �i th such· groups . as. the teen Republiae.ns · which were r or.qie<i 
) '.  ; . 

i�C.f •·· Be:r.n�q. Bereiso�, Pa� �ie�sfeld and William MePllee,. 
\_•·_' _ii�W:  (Chieagoa· Un

.
iverst.t_Y·-�f'.\_ch��a�o,:

. -
�95'1+)

.
; Rob_ e_rt .. 

i·••
�e, 1:olitiaal, �, (Gle!lcoe� .- The.,fr.e�:- Pl"ess, 1959), 

, famong pthers  6Ji how ·meaningl$ss th.is formal. ·membership  in 
· i t�e polity !Jl8Y be,. · · 

·' · . · 
f :· ; \ \  ' · 
ia.ftarry Hansen, ed.; �. World ffmMrut, (New torlu New 
(iork.ielegram anQ. th�-sun, 19 15, p. 5'67 • 
. \ ..  

'� i. 1 
} ! 
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' > .· . i' . . - ' . 
. 

as an adjunct ·to the 1960 Presidential CJllllpaign ·activities. 
i 

fhut;.,. the· member of the· polity T4ho �as -a.t�a�ed his majority 

is,· · in a sense born. Ml•grown to his, place as a pote.nt1allt 
"  

par'ticd.pating melrib� . pf th� s:,s.tem, : without the be.nef1t of · 
. - . 

any transitory period .of ac.eoir.,r.odati�. or iaitiatiOA into 

bis . new pla¢e in .  the polity. . Even vicarioiis- . part1cipat1o.n 

as a spectator _ to �i10nal politics via television 1s lim-

 itedJ national eiect_ion campai.go.s o�cur only every four 

years , or once duri,ng the aver�e 1outh 1's . �erm 1n high 

· school. 

O.ne of tbese few formal. c�els serving to . intro• 

�uc� youth to politi�al life_, ls the school syst�. Wtie 
sc�ools act in two major wa,:s to �elp adap·t youth to ad

just· to t�e future dem�s o�. politioal. partic1pa�io.tu by 

what may be termed th$ Arnerioai:liJat·ion J>rocess 1 1 and through 

t he> operatiOD of student-gov�r.D.lllent systems • 
. 

, . -· ;,  ' 
. . 

!he . 4nteriCS.111sat�on proc·eas · become� ope,ra tive as 

soon as the student· em-olls i.n kindergai-t�.11 - or the first 

gracie. The flag 1.n . tbe, classroom, the recitation and 

memorizatio,n <>� �lle Jle(,:ge ot Allegiance ail become part 
. : . -

' 

of ·the · daily ritual of .. the Ame;i�an el�ssroom. Patr1ot1c 
. . . 

l(lt. Franklin Pattersdlt and otbers , me �MAAli flUUllA, 
(Glencoe a .,t.lle Ffee Pre�:s1 1960) ! pp. SO. 9,t �tin. M&7er , .  � sseo1?-, (l'lew forks  llarper • Brothers , 1961) ; 
pp.. l  �1 2, . 337-360._ . 
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. � , . , · 

exer�ise�t pageants ,  plays, and gamE3S ar� al;i., u��- to_ .�eill-
 

' ' 
 
• '

. ' :  . ; _  , . , , : , , . !.  • ' l � , 
� � 

'. 
� 

• ' 

' •
\
\ 

,
,

' 
'
,

, 
' I . ' r'

. , 
: -  force the curri�ulum in J;,nculcat�g wh�t .��f ' sc�oql, . . system9 

· , : . ,:· : . - a� :-a, ,��r{��tion o�
-
t&� di>mti�t ro;ces iri: th� �-0��1ti, , : ; • . ! . • �\ : / .  ' ;• :. • • ; : :: ' : • • , , ' ' . / ' > " ,  � •  ,' · •, •  .. - ' • � . : •  • • : .· . . � . '. · <) � ,'  ' '._ : : •: •. t l •  • •/ ' : \  

· · :  : ._ cons�der to· be proper · citiz�ship attitudes . for.: youth to 

3 

:, : h�ia.:i' ' -;��/ th�LAke*�caiiization' proees� . 1l. ;t,�s�<f:ill _l:arge 

_ ,��, :: ✓P.P��: :�1���rii: .:Ellld .  ��Y :n�t. · b�. rei����
'.
-.�� �a,0,y · ��d,flnts 

'.\�o-
.
thei� -

-
:pr-�s��t; ·env1rOJ'lJ$nti: . .e�pec1�1)i �eri : :ari• a�pr�cia• · 

. ' . - :ti-�n· ·: o; : :h��to:;. ��� : '.tra�i��� �� ai��e� , �1e�\�ci9 · 01: 

. . 

niake 
:. • • 

• • • 
' 

. •

' •

 ' 

• 

# • :

. 

�- ' I 
'

�
 

•.  
 

.  _

, 

'

. 
' · '  

'
� 

.

.
. ,., 

. . 
C -· I '  r ...  

• 

. .. r ' I 
t

' 

,. 
• 

' ' '  

� • 

•  

a.n .wicQ!nfort.al>le m�� ot;,,.._ t.,_e.� cllltqrat_ su}?�s,�t8lll w1th• 

. . i' · ·;- ,in< tti�·:· 1�ri�r ., si�tetf. 2: :: :  4ddi:t��h�l1t, : �he i :s'ohoois: · ·of · :tile 
� , r •  . •  ' •• • 

. ,_ c�µnl;�l: �1 tiava· .. ,l)ecpm� - :�o  iieris1t_1zed · t·,/ controversi, -be-
·. • •   : 

' ' > ' r � 
1 ' 1 • , 

' - 1 
� • 

• 

, 
1 

, / I , l 
• 

• 

. qause . ot ·.previous sght>ol•cant;erad eommuitt � dispu�es that 

the ·o�ricultUD hEls b�cdme both~' b1stor1"all1 and pol:\ tic�:, 

�ean�gie�
_
·
.
· -�- : _.3 . 

· . . . . 

 . ·,· .  
· · 

· 
· · 

.
. ; : ; , � r  l : : 

'1.0·.: E.:<Oe!Jer .�:(} . $i -�•.' H 
.
 _a�rn_o

_ 
�d, :

_ 
BM� ��F@  li!lil �pn-

ali£X  !!i 11 ™' : (�ew ·YQrk:  · .MoMUlan, 19· · .· 1 p. 213�- · �-

• :, • r  

. . . . . �  . , : . ; 
2August

 
·de_»·. ' Hollfngsh�.��1•' . ·WUJls>WPi'� Ym,ltp,'· (Jiew Xork:  Wiler 

. and Sons,. 1,1+9) ;  PP• •l��--. i.,�. ·. , . . . ·• . · .  . .  . .· 
3cr .. Willi:a.m 'M�Pb�et•, •  .. C-1ty ··· .controv.�rs�e� 

.
Atfectlilg ' Per

sonal -:Li.bertie$ and: .�s:t1tut1olial �eed.om:s 1n :gd,u,cation9." 
(New ,York:: Columbia TJ1:11va�sit1_; Blirea:u of �oeial Rese�ch, 

· 1951+, mirn�ograpbe<tl; Natj.on.al ·. Cornmissio1l :for the I>efense 
of Democracy Th.rough Education,  l';letensa, ·D,u11e$w,,. (Wash-

: ing

 

_
· t·o:n, D. (h )1 m<mtblf clur1ng the -,scbo.ol:

.
·· .year; · M __ _ arjorie 

Fis�e, · �: seactipn .. f!M. Cengor§bip . (Berltele1 and l:.os 
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. ' 

soeia11zat1gn 
, , 

All individuals are members of one ' or more social. • 
' - ' • ' 

• • , -

• 
< 

srstems , e.g.  the family, the co.rn.m1lli1ty, e�c.1 . !o each 

of these systems the individual . _�st acoommodate . bimselfJ 
,, 

to the demands and expectat10i1s _which �he system imposes 

- upo.n him�  fli1s accommodats:o.n and ad.�ptatib.n proce�s 1s 

· kridwn as socialization• 

: • • • tb�t. process by whic)l people sel�ctively ac.
q�e the values and atti�µd�s , t.he- interests 
slt1lls and knowledge--1n sbor1;, the culture-
current in _ grpups· of,· wbicb they are, or seek to 
bec.ome a member ._2 · 

!his acquisition of values and attitudes- t�es place 

· thl'ougb 1n�er .. acticm. with individuals and groups ' ap.d 
. their culture which . are significant to the ' in.dividual be'"' 

1ng so_cialized. 3 Behavior 1s 1nfluence4 by persons and 
, ;  

group� c,o.psld�r_eci : :llilportant- or - authoritatiye, or to whom 

i �,- :  
 

 
_ .  .  : ):, . . : Irwin T. Sanders,_ fhe Qommµft$tts All 1Atro4u�foii %2. & 

Sgqi§l §ystg,;. fNew: York, · / �:onald. Ftess , 19� -� ,, pp� 
190 .. 99 . A social system isi def'�ed a� a societal �t 
of an 1nst1tut1cmal.1zed nature :wb1oh ·  1A!i"eracts to meet 
basic human need�_ •. . -In thEf following ,. social system 
is used · in 1ts broadest· s�nse end .. includes ..  those. -

. small.et t less tormalized-' g�ouping_s:.: wh.i:¢11·, are, c;,tten· 
ref err.ea t� as sub•eys,t'9Dlf,:l. 

�obert
 

Merton, ·Dil
. 

·• :ffi4!1Al ys1c1an, (Gaml,J,idge , liar-, 
yard tr.1:11vers1i1, 19 7 ,  p� 2 7. 

3 n,a. 

5 
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to · the rolEJ.  lndividuals holding -simUar roles may be 

expected  to elt!libit - like, benav1Qr patterns: '.�ithili broad 

�1m1ts, and i;heref�re to h�ld many -shared.: �ercep�io.ruf 
 . 

and attit-u,des con�erning • their envuonment :anrl' lts 0011- · . ' .  .  ' . '  1 ·· · , 
_sti�ent partQ. · , . ' 

. lb.us·,. status positions the· _individual within .a 

· system �d pro'$cr1bes bis bebaviotal bo11nd�ies , wnue 

bis role. define:� the•: appiopriate act10.Qs .'4tbin th.e.s� 

.status-in$plr�d boundaries;.; . ln. the ' tollQWing pages, 

the, maj Qr, 
. 
�·oncer.n. wtµ. be · with �oles and · tne peu:cept1oils 

of . role.•·grO\lps � : .·· ·cg.ngerie·s of 1nd1 vi.duals sharing· .  the·· 
same status�s .. ana. _: thetetore �h$  same expa¢tec1 . behavior: 

pat terns or .  ��les . 
'  

i\n :IA�iv14� need: not . have tuliy �$SUDlEld
. 
a ·role 

'• r . ' • . . . . . . , 
. . 

bef'Qr.e developing .. •appropriate behavioral . pattar.ris- . or  . .  ·
, 

. ' . . , ' 

o;r;ientatio,ris:, : · Be : �at engage 1.n anticipatory sQ<:ial-
... . / ' .   

.  . 

1aat1o�,.? prepari,n.g lumself tot- a role, or · roles , to be 

ass•d 'tLt. some ' pc,int, in; ·the future •  , �us; yqµth may 

read ill .:��laµi  �:
. 
_pc>l.1 tical ,. P.�ty p�etsteiu)e,,: ,.

: although . .  � t 

. 
l

���s,Mt· dnt:sft, ��;gie � :�:n�*,fM:
0

��
18

� 
only, skelet� . 1.n:  :tl@.tur�:t" it ;��$ume�,- for <.this purpose, that 
there .. is  role conoensus , 1·. e. tJle. expec.ta tions ¢oneerning 
the rolES . ate consis�ent ·emo.ng the system-memb�r� .and · tb.e 
actor; it . .. . also .assumes ·ac:'tors wi11 . a�� copsiste�tly. 

· 2Merton, Jm.• ,s.a. , pas#ii:IJJ• 

7 



may l>e emptt · ot a1>:7 . 1deological con.t�nt .for b1mt. and be 
nt> more . t_�an a labe1> · · I ! • . ' 

 ·  · :  ' , ·. ;aoi�s �c,, �ot exi'st . .  in : a:  vl:).cuum•·  A$ : the ' socd.a.1 · 'sys� 
· ' . ' ' _ ,   . 

t.e� )nakesi ,¢er.tilin �ezhtin4�· iri t�e fQrm of, .r6i�.: exp�otatib!is ; 
· i� ·�so t>,;o��de's refii!ren�as . fQ'# . t�� . .  :�atot,:::�gainst .wh:toh · . 

'  

tie ·�t· ·�v�u.a�e ·111i' b.ehavior,i-, :  lA!hich m�ni'berJ1 <>f. :'th� systsm 
J  

• ', . • •

• 
· -  

' •  ' 
' • ' • . . 

the ' 'ili41v:l.dv.a).· :�.E:3leQ.�s ;  as r:eterents will be�p to det�miae 
the ultiµult�, . SAt�, pret�ttoii: which<lle gives. !·to hi.� . roleo 

: 

. I  I • 

•
' 

• 

• :
• 

' 
• 

'
• l • • 

 
' 

• • 

. 

• 
.

 :  
 

: • 
• 

. 
: 

� :, " ' ' 
' 

• 

I '  
; 

• 
. 

• • 
• I 

: . . 
' �us; ·  f.• :���E>i • �he ·,, oboiee- (ijf '$hEf ·,notber, ·  rather . th� . . 

t�a f'atti�·.j a�  the :�.3·ci�i· . J><>UtiQal< ·r�ierenf in>. 
the �<level-

' opm�b�. ·Qt: an\ac�dr �if pol.tti�a1.. '1".ole·,' : wili : r,esuit l.n_: a .dit• ; ·  
 re�·eti.t. · ili���pi-e�atjon :or

.
,::�h� -'po1ttt6'al \ ·rQle · tha11 : u the. '  

• '
,  • 

 
• • 

• f. , ,.  
,

 
• 

  
j  

t1lther: had' ,1:>a�.ti ' seiecte:cl ·�s · .the major refe�ep.t.: ·, , . • . 
, • . • 1 i ', . 

,; , , ; 

bars ot· ·.a ,  partt6ular, . $�Ci� . s.ystem: · 
· 
pa,·opl'e· are; either' . 

 ' . . . .   . . . � 

ma1·e · o� · te�e;;, . -all ;S,O;l.diers have �:, •a�'.�1�ed .rank with its 
co,Jlc� tant' b�l11;1vio�al . nQ:rms ; eacih empioyeEt qt ·a · ,co�por·at1on 
bas · a .. posl��pn' within : tbi,: OJ1ganizatioruu· st.ru9turet 

Ih th�; united ,,S.taite·s, :,;all • 1nd1 vid�als are members ot 
. . l a soc1al · cla�� ,  whether· t�ey wish . to acltn�ledge 1t or ,not. 

· _  · , • , . . . ·. -�  �•1 
-y ' : 

' ;  ' � : :· ' 
-�. . ' : : ·. :  

' , }: . ' . 

8 

 
                         



9 
• ' f . '  

' ' • ' ' , 1 

.In scb9o�s al.so, :there are groups, :. o.f statu�es  �d roles oom- · 
�on.· 'to all: stud�ntsJ .

. 
placement in . a gr�de�lev�i; 'a major  

curric�ar ,' ti�ld of' :e�ph�s�s;  atld a gr,d�l�v��age are ,: all . 

st�t'1s�s· h�l� ·· �J, ·� •s�d�'�·s 1n conve�ti�af h..1gh  s'chool·s , 
; . ' . . '  . ,; . ' � .'  . . •.· , ' . . 

and c�ected·witb each is an .appropriate • role . fhus ·  
; . " '/· 

' .· . . ! ,· ' 

al:l - 's tudent� -:.. �.
· 
�_; c:oriv.�4ti6n$3. sa<,ond:u•y· · SQbool' will have 

� • ; : \·
. 

• ,
'

. , i • ' • , • : : ; : ' •: _; . : : . • , .'•! .. i/,>, : ,� _- • .  • •
,; • : ;

• !
• 

.
•

, : • : : < : • \ ,.  .-•
'

I 

. Qe�tain scti.ool-related s·t�tuses , , .e. g. · grade-lev�l, grade-
( 

• 
'. , ' , ; 

• • :
. 

• ., 
, ' 

' .

' • 
' • 

_.  

•

. : 
, 

1 • 1:  • . . ' ' t 
 

,  av:e.t,age, .. and: maJ'o;,r,_. , at.t the,· veri - 'miniUID • .  fhese ' st;atlis$S 
. 

 '. 

. 

. 
. • 

. 
. ·. 

,
' : ' . •

 
 • 

' 
. • : . ; \ j , •. • ; . ;_.,; ; : : 1 � •, . 

< 
•

 ' • 
• • ' . 

• • : ' • .,i . . ·. :· :  : _'.' :-- : ' ! ' 
. 

. 
' 

., 

�, . �avoidable ,  attd · .are' held ,by. all students ,, · regaidle� 
1 ... ; , ·. ,: • : : ,, : '  ,' · : �_ ; ;_ ; . . , j  ,_. • : _ . � :� •. : ·:· : ·· : : . � ! · .' . , . • . · . , ; : \ • . ; • .  r

•: '_:f � ··;, : ; ·· . / • 1 •, · ,. : •  l ' , 
of'_ ,wha,t otbef sta�uses and. rQle$ . tb.ey · � . have due. to 
other p�s�tio��-,, 4A. ' the school or 1n �th�1f k1et�s' $UQh . 
,,  � • • 

' 
• :  :  ,'  ; • ' • ! ' I 

as  ·tainUies ·. or '.. clubs "   . .  . . .. 
; '. · : · ' . ' ,. 1 · , · • .: ·. :  

 
";  � ', I ' / 

' ·: · . · ,  

J:t is with the. ette·ct of membership • 1.n ,  socio-edu

ca \ioruU �ol� ��p�·· upon 'th� e�aluation.s' �f the political. 
• • • 

' ', 
• 

r
, 

l 
• .  ' 

 

' 
I 

• 
•' ' 

, 

, , ,  ' . 
students that the 'following exam�tio.t1 wilf be. concerned..  � \ '  . . ' . .. . ' ., .

. 
. . .. 

Since bigb so.booi�age s'tttdeJit;s .· are ' reiativEtlt . urisophis,ti-
' . ' ' .  .  

'  ' 
cated conce:rning : pol1,.t.1cs ,. and their level· · 6f �olitioal . . ' : , : :   . , . . ·. ' : · :  : ' " . '· 1 · , ;  ' , .  • · _l I 

knowledge is likely • to be low• .it is · assumed that the� 

evaluati�11 · of a retere4t • s  political ·ideas will be indica

tive o� the ext;nt ot. tb� 1.nfl'1al1c$ wtiich �hl,;� refere1tt 

   

   

    
          

    

     

   

       

 

  

   
                 

  

   

   

           
  

           

       
  

                        

 
             



may ''have on the tormaticm Qt the adoleSC(:)11t • �  poi1t1cal or
ie11ta�i0t1s • w:id 1µs0 ot the 11kel1ho0d �t ·the adolescent ' s  

. . . . . . .  .. 
: • 

• 
: . ' •• • 

> 

oonstil;ing with thG"J ret�ent as a •  sol.U9ce· of pOlitic�l - in .. 
. ' '  

\ 

· tormation or advice:. 

:Xt . 1s · moibes.1z�d �hat ·•the .,tarioµs r.Qie•.::groups: 
· ambhg theist�d�rits � ,ha11e· · c1;rterent1ati,r .P��&�i�fo�� :  

• 
,  • • ' � ' • • t ' ' • ' 

. : ; : ·of , the r.ef.ete.nt$ , ,  aiid th� t · the , v�ipii� ratefen
.
ts· · wUl. be--

. : '4ifferent�tdif>.pijrce,1�ef '�itbil{ ea6b' �:aie��roup. :· ,· 
. · ' " 

. . · · ' · th· ordsr' • tc, . te�·t .tnits · hypothesis · data will be eJC.-
• • ' • ,,, l , ' ' • 

· ·  · · aimined: :�e�si$ttn� .,�f .·:th�: · �e$p6iise� · .:,,r, a !g�t>ut> �f' .hi�· . : · 
, 

' 

• 

.

 •

. 

I 
' 

  
. . : ;

, 

•. •,�, 
, 

 ;. � 
, 

 

.. 
I •_

 .

. 
• -' • 

.

. 

• 

; 
.•

. _,.
. '. . . 

. : :< 
 

 
' 

. 
. 

. 

 

.
, 

. 

· ' , ,  . schobl s.tude.o.ts· to •a qu�:s�ion·- .4��1glia<1 . f#t?: el'ieit ··their·, ·  
 . ' . ' : ' .

. . : , . . ' � .  , . ' 
' . . ' ' '  . . ' :  . 

, , 

 ' · .:p�r��ptio»:$ - is: Jo· ·· �01t: gciod< ar�:( th(;) '. p6�1t�o:� ideas . of · . ,  . . . , .· . · . . .  : ·  . . · . .  '. , · ,  : • . · . , · .  ·   : . :. · . ·- - . .  •  < .  . 
lL several prtmuy .. group meml?ars · :ap.d a11thor1ty�figures'• · . .  r . .  . . . . . , . , 

!,,_;. ,:  t 1
, 

;!Ph� :��tt� e .  '  , ., 
-�- ----IMA&. • • •  '  y  ;\ c 

, . .  ' 

 ,lo. :M,ay: ed.: 1969 8 : �tudy· �s �de, Ul,ldE3r �e · 
I •  • ' • . : . 

'  , . . ; '• " . ' 
' .  . . : : . . . . ,': .  ' .  ' � . :: . .  auspices or a group · or· social ·sci'ilntis'ts · tr�. Mithigan 

• 

•

' ' • ' 
, 

' 

.- ! .  ' 
•

· 

' 
' . 

• 

; ,

·
 

•,
' 

• .
. 

• 

• 

� l 

 

' 

' . 
 

• 

• 

� : • ::  
• 

• • 

 
• 

! j��.. 

• 
• 

State tJn1vers.1ty• ·ot the studeat-bo4Y of the si-Ogle 
'  ' 

public• high . . scho�:i( ·111 : f erryvilie� ; Mi;higan� . � unineio  
' . . . - � \ ., -

cofpor�ted ' town'; ;  J>efifV��- is' lQdated : in Ingham Co\Ultf, 

1fh1s data wa� ·gtao1ou·sly · f�iiisbed by .�ol>ert . J-feridelsohn, 
D,par�e,rit Qf l,>qli�ical,. :Science , University of Oregon, a 
member of . the group which . ·originalit, collC!3cted tbe data. 

2u . .  s .  �-eau ot the: e·t:3 li$us1 C!ml£1'H�', Dl§W,91' tali!!. 
. �1 JM§trA;cts gt. !M ma. congress, 19 1 , PP• 30-31, 
. ·98➔�, ·· tt:te  sour�e ·rp1:' ·,a11  information concerning Petrt• 

ville - unless: otherwise cited • . The name Perryville is a 
p:if;ludon1'll• . · .  . 

. . 
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' . 

.. ; :, 
 

•

.
� , :  1 I 

perso.nnei · tor · the operation· wbi�h·:..wa:s aug.rn,e.nted by ·additioil-
. 

. . ; 
 • 

: • 
•

• 
( 

' J ' • ', • ' 

al employees speei.ally tr�in�� ·.by the Bureau.. For tpe 
• • I 

 ' 
, I • ,  ' 

• 

• ' ' • 

most part; . tne ad.di tioniil  emplbyees were· graduate s.tudents ,. 
' , . :  ' . . _  . . . , ' : - ·  .  ' · . .  '  '.  . : . ' . · [, 

. ' 
·. . . 

1c. tbe. s·ooial : scianoes·  at : Michigan· State: UnivJrs-:tty • .  . : . . -  ,._ ' . .  .:  .  - . - . ' ' ' . ' . .  · . . 
 

'

. .  . 

; :The  sohedul& was �dmin,1's�ered to the Perrr,ille 
. . . '  . 

• . .  !•  
.. 

' ' 

students during tneU· · homeroom periods of thirty.five. · 
' . · ' . ' 

' ' ; . ' . 

minutes , wbi_ch wa:s the first · pe:riod of · the day..  Trained 

Bur·eau ,per�onhei _ ;in _ ea<lh - toom · ·con.(luoted . the ad,lhinis tra� 
 ti�n' Qt the quest1orina1re,:: tissisted · by a ·  set of general, 

, '  • 
' 

l 

instr�ctio.ns· 'hro�dca.st · intij: ·eact i room' through - th� 
. . ,  . . . . ' .  ,  . ,  , ' ) . i ,  . . ·  ' 

sch:o·o� •-s' publi<l -a�dress system: by a Bureau::m�ber. 
cia:ssroom teaehe;rs todk - b.<> ' :part · in the - admin1stratiop. 

' . .  

and ·orten ,1�tt ' the · ·i-ooni ior•· ·t11e, period • .  trb.e administra-

tor� made �ve�y: etfdr_t - to �-o!Illli�idate• 'to �be s�ents 

t;bat they ' ( .the ' adtnhlisttatorsJ were in no - way oonnectad 
I, 

with ·tb.e ;highi �clloOl.. and 'th�ti none oi theii' ( the students )  
. ' ,. ' .. , · · . .  . . '• . , : . (' 

- · 

resporis,es , would be :made a:vailab.l.e - to the hi�h school 3.n 

any ldentil'iable · ·rorm.·  · · , _ · ,,. , 
. ' ' thE:) abov� genE3ral :procedure  waif roilowed during 

each meeti.Qg�.  sw,ceeding .halves. of _the _s·cnedule were 
given dut-.1:-ng  the f�l3t ,�wo . s�ssioils:� I;ol.16��g  a �re� 
limiilary . examitiat16.n of -,_tbe qu�·stiC>.QllairaS f it was de.-

- . . . ' 

cided· by the .13ureau to re�n for a th1.i'4 - visit due to ' ' . ' ' 

the number ot sli.ghtly: · 111compl.�te quest1onnai�e$ , Dl.issed 
, • , ,)

. 
4 ! ,  

pages • and abs·enceE3 · during one of the $ass ions � _ A tear 
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In bis . . study of the psychological aspec.ti of  so�ial. 
' I '  •    ' . ' . . ' 

. . 

clas·j: :members&1P, Canter� bas pointed 01lt that  

 , , ,., . Soeial - cl'�s·s�s ill· their esskntial 'nature·.� ca:n< 
. be. c,haraet�rized  as , psycholog�Cally , or_ subj �:et.; 

· ,  , r ., . ,: · ·  · 1vell' · bas�d groupings defin .. - by ttie·· allegiance 
ot .their· memb�i,s �  · '�tetp-aii ·--�� thei?'. struetur-  ·  . , µ,;g are- · .tendenc'ies i;_oward.:. � coimn<i>.n· attitudes· . 
lfucll. ai7be11ets - and behavior·· in :.pe>liticil mat. 

, 
1 

· · ' • ·, : · tars • •  � IWhese co.nsti tuent tendencies 1D: the 
foPma�ion .<>t .)oci� olai3se�  t¢e tt;ie · t�spon�e$: ·  ot: in��vio.ills .to ·. the whole · cotilplex· sit11at10Ji · 

_ !,  :;_. , • :  ; ; :. �� th��- �iy��� �il , .  - < . > , ,: ·  :�. <. : :_: ,  , . : :  _: : , . .. 

In addition· · to t�� v�ue: .of. Center•s . ther9,)\ ti� : �  b�havior-
� ;

 
· i 

.
; � �·L;<<ri • , :. l .• : :, . · ., ,  ·_ ::�� > l  ; ' : • . , · • · :  ,  · . . � !  ', , ' •

. 
:, · . , 

:
• •

. 
' 1. .

..

 I

.

, • •{ ,
·
 

• •. • ; · ·• 
. •  

• ' 

 al _  e.xpl��ion : -Pf - the  p_henO!ll8.ilQ!l of s·oci� cla�s ,meq1bersbip, 
: i : • • 

.' '., ; ,
 

( )  � , ' , ,, / !, ; I., , • ;_'. I; · : =  
 , \ : •. • 

, ' 
' . 

• 
',.

' t • '  , , J l  I   • • ' ,' , , ', ' , , , , J , •. • ,: • , 
• 

• ,. 

1 t has also pra�ticf �ue 14 : tbat many' adolescents :ma, .be 

 unable tQ ���i���i',- tili�we1r: ·qu;�lJ.�n� . ;b�� ,.t�eb ·parents � ,   � · -  · .  . . � :, : : : '. 1r '.._ · :.� . .. .: . . .   · : .  ·- � '  : : . ; i
,
'.

·
· .  : · J  

• • :
· 

. 
.
'
_
: :

:.
: · 

•
. : � : . \ • 

•

• : .  � . �. . 

- •

. .

. 

' • . : .  

wh1ch woul.4 _aid in determ1n1.o.g· the .social. �l�ss lev�l ot 
. . : . _:

: .
· : ;  , ';

_ 

•

.
: : - '. � _:, • : '' , · ·.

/•; , \ 1 , : : :
-: ..  , . ·: � • ; · ,  • : .:, :, - � , . : � . . 

\ • •   
 
: •

, 
'. ' •  , • , .

•
. 

the parents and . tam11y. 
. .  : .  ' : . , :  ' ,' ,i : . \ ; .  i . . . �· . . 

. .
. ,· ' . :, 1. •  : . , •  -  ' . •   . . . 

· Ce.riters- bas . shown. that there is a tenderiC:V' toward 
' ; . : , . .  :1 : • •  . ' · , ' ' . , ' ' • • , I • . ·•:

' ' • :  • • 
·, 

• 
, 

a _  tn,� of regression , to tak, pla�e· when seU-1de�_t1f1cations 
of 'clas.s membership' arei �pi,�ted:)� ·lJppet and . 'lower class 

• • : • ,   :  : • I .1 . , :  '  - : . ; , . , ,
t 

,'  .' : .· :  � : \ . •
, 

, , . • . 

mem�ersb1ps teJid :tQ 41sapp.,,�, -with a compli,mentary surg$ 
•   

•  • I 

in mit\dle -levsl :identit,je:ations;- upp� Class into middle 
, 

-, 
, 

' I ,  > ' ' < ' • • • i • ' , ,- . . 
• 

' • 
 -

• '  • 
' , , ', 

. , 

,Class ,  and icw�i �las·s ilito. ·'work1Jig_ . ·c1a=3s 'j thus oo.nt$Dlina-
l - . : ,- , •  ' ' , • 

tug. ·any nm:t t1-l.evel. ·c1ass t:Jeheme. 
<   • 

: \ < 0 ' 
0 

', � 
0 

 0 : 
 • 

< I •  

0 
0 

1R_1cbard  Qen  te�s •. 'fhf) ,;f�qllpl;oo: ·.u, -�:, £1,a:s,�!1 (prince-
to.n

.
� - J>r$JicE:>ton· 11.nive�sity- Press ,  l9-1+9r.pp.1- ?];8• ·_ • 

. 2.w4. ' p.- -a,. . - . - . . . . 
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' Fot  this' ' re'asdfi, a  dichotomized so·ciai olass SYS·•' 
' ' 

 

·  
·
 

. 
,.· : • : ·· :

. 
l J '  • ·, ' : . \ , .. ·· '

" � >;;  . ·: / > ; ;  � . . . ' 
tam has. been operat;onsl1zed for the foll�ing analyE?is. 

1 . • 

411 s�dants identifying" themselves as ' either upper ' or 
. ' 

in1ddl$ . ciasJ : are, . defined: . �s ·b�!ng  m�nibers  of the whi t�-ool

iar : �lll.�,s�  �hos�
. 
ide�tlfy�g thems�i:ve� �s io�r 0� wor.k-

' • 
, 

' • : � �: '. '  , I 
. '  • ' 

' , 1
' 

ing . clas�r �e· defliied as . belonglng to the .blue.:.collar clas$. 
' • 

t  

: , ·· : ' TABLE i 
•. � ,.;1 "- • • . 

' 
. ·. ! 1 • • ' 

. ' '. 
. _ : · _ . . . .  : : / '· : .  . :, '_ ·  . . . · . . aEDEFINI'fION AND DISTRIBtrll.ON 

OF .SOCIAL CLASS MEI-i'BERSHIP 
. .  . . 

: ;  , . .  
. . . ' _; . -�- . :  .  .   . . · ,  . . ; 

, ' "qpper ·· ¢lass. , 
' Middle Class ' 

22 , ' 
24"9:  'White-Collar Class �   . ,· . 

'Working Class · 
: Lower elas. s · . 
. . 

-
. ,  

-
,

.  

:Not Ascertairied . . 
�d b<>n • t ·  1mow · · 

.  . • · 1•  

· !'otal. ,  

, , ·· .  ,
' 

.9 

; 
"ffl· 

271 

99 

. . Sex b;�s ·often b�ert used . as a variable in :the· exam ... 

ination _of -political behavior, with the int,erpretive em• 

. phasis  upon· tb.e wily _ in which' Wd�en• s  politi�al be�v1or , 
• ' 

. ' 
'  , 

. 

differs from that · ot men; the inai.e behavior· us . .ed 1mpi1c1tly 

as the no1m, thus oa.sti,ng the political ' behavior or vomao, 

20 

  
  

   

    

           

 





. . 

refE3J"ents: ij n�t.- .ava�abla.,  bll;t it BPP:J\'O�����Y : �iJDulate4, . 
through ' tht!, exam�at�on or �espc,ns�Q- :or s,tuqei,.,.s '1n· the 

• • • • • ' • • • • • • •  " · , 1 .. , ,  • 

consec_u,ti ve: _gra�e ... �ev�ls t! . 
• •  • '   •  l 

•   

��-  µ;s� .  ·of. •dios�-seci;it)ri'1J. · data tkr'allged : c�n� .· sec��iy�l1 . by . grade , an�-: s� · approxi.ina ��11 . bf . : 
age. le:vels' , pbV�6uslt _ '1�.e� no�· , c04�t1�te :  a· ·· . • - · , · . .. -�ey�lopmen��  .s_t:udy :',ln tn�. l.on·t.1.tu,diJ:lal> · fle:nse. • . . . 
1t·· doe$· Qow•v.tir : pe1rm1t �er.a ei, - �b.<>ut. · ·th�f · 

 detel,opm·�n�a+- proc.e13s · .�4, �h�,ugge���t�n - of: . . : ·; . . 
, _ . �nt�t1v.f17: hfl)otfles·e.s �- . : · · . 

: . . ,  

·
·� :

. 

:. . . 
 . .  

' . . ·.· . ·, '   .  • : , : :- f  . ·. '. :' : ; ' : ':· . : ' :  ; '  ' ; ' .1 ' . . ; ; : : : :' ,. ' .  '. ; . ' : " ,-·. , : : ·, :· . , '· ' ·  , 
' > 

_ Aga�,• : rsoc.1� :/�_lass :]:s; :coi;tJ."0lled 1 f,or;>; :par,�;cul.�ly, .•ince 
.': ·_ ·, ; : . ; ; :1_ , :· : · · ·;· , : t : .  ., ii • , ·  ( i - <: , • . ;

 . , 1 ' ; · , , � 1· : : . . · ·. : •. i . ·, . · ! . > � :  : . · : , ·•1 · ; · ·, : ;_ · : ' : ·  : : _ ; � · . · 
. red'1,ct1on_s· l� - edu¢�ttc;nal . opportuni't1es. fof· 1:>lue�¢ollar ' : . 

. . . . . · 

s·tude11ts· · ntat ' ieact tp a 4·:1spr6i>'o�t1ohat� - �<1�·0�;.t>it r:�t� in.: 
" . .  . .

  . .  ' . "· . . ," ' '   · . , 2 :  . . ' " , · ' '  . , : . 
tlie -'final . years· t,t . bigh :a�hpo:L. ; · · . . · ·  . . : 

, ' • •, � •� • : •, ; , : !. ; '  • > •. , � • • ,  ! • ; : . •,; . .  > '  . " : \ , ; •  . . , , • ; • ; ,  • ,  l : .
 

• \
•
; · , : • • .. , • ; ,. . . ,. • • • 

.Hollib.gshead, �o.ng, otllers.; has , investigated· the 

effec;ts ' ot :soc�al ' cia�s - membarship: ()ft 'the ��ta��llt , ot 
, • 1.·,  , { ·· :  :_ ,�: '. · : . · · • .  � , _ • . 

 . •  ,_ .
. _ :  � : �  :: .  , � � . . : .

·: ·  ,
_
' . , 3 . \ , . . - . ' . .  , \  , · ' 

grades· ·. and·• the· choioe ot a �ou;pse: ot . s tqdf�  -Wha, mi_ddle-
clas.-� n�tt.$ ot: �he · · ·�'�ti�<U ·· 1t·st,lf·, - -�ti�a_t·e:� · ·�ainst tuU 

utilizati. of e�ucat1onal oppot.tunitte$ by' m��b��s Qr" · .  
' , ; ;-. . . � : ' _  ! :·,  ' ' . .  '. '  ' ;  ,. : ;1

. 
,: •

. ; . ,  • , '  •  '. • '• 
. 
' ' • , .  • ' ' 

•
. ' • 

• ' .' 1 '  I ' . ' . •  
• 

· ttie lower.  o;tasses,  wtiile +dad1ng·: th;e . did$. s.n· r�vor of. the 

middie'•Cla�� �at��: me�b�r:s c:,f \he �Pl>�;, ' �1.JsJs .1t. ·  
>· ;, , . .  •• 

.
. 

1· , '  ' - - ;  : ": . · . '. ,' "  , 
,Rober�. ])� , B�.ss and' David' Easton{ ."The ehild �'·s Changing 
IJ;nage, ot: the, ;President , .�- . bl>lis . Q.Dinion -�, 
v.ol. XU.Vt· n.Q. 4",, P• Q33�. .  ' ·   · · · · 

2 ' ' , . · . ' :· , . ; , : ; ' '. . . · · . : · · _ : : · ·: , : • · , ' : •  ' . . .  , , . : ; , . · . , . , . · : ·  
 Bol_,lingsbead; ·•• · ,.£Ul..,:, : · ·pp�- 330•335, - 472.  · 

!&1>�, �; �s� l>�/].(,s�i1B � 46�. 
·  

Lindgren, · lM$�  · · ( >: 

• I 

. ' ' \ ' . 
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' ' .,_  1:  ' '  _ . ;  ' . .  : • . .   -  .  .  The· �ova;; soo1�e4ucattonal. · and p�i i1c111 vu1$bles 
. 

. 
. ' : . . . . . ' . 

' :provide the: . basis :: tor  th'� toll�g• ;e�aioination ·- 'ot . 'the ' pe:r• . . ' .  1 '   . . . . - ' 

· cept.ioris \,r polit'tc,al . :t�f�ent�-; in an �deafdr . to tifse),ove; 
•

 
 : .
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; , :· _: 

•  I •

 •

•

 

 

• 
' ' 

·.�

' ;l ; . I  

 
• 

 

• 

• 

• 
' 

• 

 

• 

- ., , 
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' 

'

 

, . 
• 

' l ' 
 • 

> 
' ' 

.. , 
·
, . 

' 
: 

I 

•
 • 

 

 

.

 

·  � ·
.
, 

. 

; : 

more• ·1nf6tl41ilt1on �earing· upon . the;{ t\JOC1:a11zatio.11 · process· · a,s 
. ·

' 
1 . \ · / • :, __ _ ' . '

. : ' '.  
 

. t  
/ 

: . 
' . .  • . , ' ,' • •  

1 t · 1·s : atfeo·ted . 'by\the - 'various role-groups to , whi�h the 
, '  . 

• 
 :' \ l : :   

. 
' .• 

: ' : i l .�
• 

'
, 

. ' .
, , ·, , · /  . . 

', - :  , .• - ·  . : 
. 

.' , '
·
. ' : .'. .

. 
" • , .. : ' ; ,  • 

• 

 
• I .  :

•
, ..

. . '
0
t 

. • 

social1zitig · individual. may bel:oAt,· �d the · :artects · of 'ttie·se 
' : 

'
: , 

 
' .' ' • ; ' 

' 
\ � ' I 

'  ' 
'.: , \ '. 

•
'

' 

\ • \ • •  

' 

:, 
• 

 

•
' 

. 

: 

' 

• ' I :

 

: 

' . 

various roi_,s mi · :Po11t1c:$1 ' 0I"!i$ntat1oas • 
, ' '  ' ' :  \ (,'

. 
' ,  

..
. . " '  ', :   • !, 

a ,, 
i 

. ' ,  ) i! . :  . .  ' : ; . 

li ·; . 
,, 
1; 

. 
! � ,  

. ', ' , , ; • , 

                         

     

   

 

  

 
 
 





=j 
11 . • 

aval1,1at�o.n� by' - asi many, as , J(j percent .  of the respondents • . · 
• 

' ,1 
•  ' : ' <  • ' I '

,
' 

The ot�� pareJ;t ,::, the mother � . 1s · seen .by . onJ..y ' .. o�J�t�ud 
of· the. same studepts a�· hav�g s1m1l�,

' 
poll,ti�aii ·,,so�h.�� • . 
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father ' ·en3oys as reg�ds bis 
.
·tiil;>U,lty ·t·e;,: ln.f.lu;ence other. , 

m�mb$:rs 
. . of .th�·· t:Jilli, on :polltt��- �tt��s.1 .��ther·,

· 

the: . t:ith·�r· , -1$ ��l� · .t,� : �xettt . ti1s .intlue.nae by · :ceason 'of 
. 

' •  · ,-,_ .
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· . • :
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: ·  
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' • ( ; . ; 

his favorable _11na$e vts·�a�v.:if P.olitl�� ·iaeas., .or , · 
whethe� · th1s: htgh:>evaluatlon . ;1$ due t<> , his influential 

.. l  . . , . . , , : .. 

position Q�dt b� · det�r.mtne4 from the .4a�a a�ailable ; . 

but o.  the l)asis • d>f: · othe� :-��d-�es . , i.t· may t,e.• htpoth�sized . - . . . - . . . 

· that this :high ev�ue;tion is 'g�ven the father 1n: defer• 

\ ' 1 . 

$ ' '
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- •  

ence •to hit:l role is the dom�� tamUy �olittcal: �1gure·�·2 
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l3y 1.D,.fe�e.nc�,-, :  this would .. ex,141.n ,wht -�he  mother, a non• 
politj,cal �go'-iae;h, '.1n ·most  cas��,  r�e.eiv�s ie

1

�s . favorable 
 '

\ ' 
' · . . · ' 

. ' 

evaluations t!)an::iar maie.· - p��nt�- - cC>\Ul��rp�t , although , 

she may be e�ect�: to\be , t�"ora�; , p�i-ceive4 �1 youthful  
' .. . · · : · i  
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•
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,' .  ,
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members 'or the tamlly Ul an  aftaotive a,ense;  . . " 
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.

. :• ' 
. 

. 
. 

· , 
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With one �t��p1l1orit. -a.1.l Qt ·thfi retere.nts · are 
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seen -by- at lea$t 3Q percent ot · the respon4'e.rits as having 
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�ct. Paul t� �zefstel.d, · a�rriard·- BeteJ.·sQn:, and �el Oau<Jet, 
�  ·�: �eop.,e •s �- · t . . (l!}ew  'i,

Qrk� Clolurn
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1I • d 
I; :I . Jhus ., fathers �e- m�st l1k$lf ' to receive iavorable 

ratirig�- - as·_ re·gard,�· their political ideas, toll� by 
   I; . 

tt!:t�CbE;lt$ ,  .mothers·., 'ministers , and· peers , 1n· that order . 
Paers . r�oeive th•i l�asi favorable ratings i, only one 

. i!  

six�b as �1 abgye ayerage . responses . as· the .  il�,tt' lowest 
 , . . 
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.:  ' � · ,'.   . reteren�,- .and mor·� than twiea as ma.Q.7- bjlqw· aye;a,m ratings . . 

' 
. 1\ ' . . . : . . . •/ •   ; .  . ': , : 

· . . . as .. the . ,.near.e,st referen� , .  the .. minister.  . . .: · 
; : ! . l ,' , r , 1 • ' '  ' 1 ' , • , l 1 �!) ; i ' , , � , , • 
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' , ' •  t 1 , , 
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• • •  , ;  · . :  •
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(' · ,  

• • _T��� .3: ,'. ·. . . 
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.  . - ::l«B.Jtt4J;tJ, AJ.lON J)F. ·;oi�1¢At;. ��s . . . . ·, . .   ' , . , ·, . . , : ,. .,   ·sv 
S

fflTmD'II.Tm0ts ··' C'.1-i.iV, · · · '  · •  · • · ' • ' • • :  ,  ' 
1\ 1 : , , • '.� • �  _ ;����� •:· .• �' • .  • .  •.• ,  
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:
· · , · : .  ;
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• _ : _ . -(p�rce11�J · . . · . : · 
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'. · • , , , · , ' ' - . · · . · Fatn· : . ; -', : .. �•· ·:EiaAb�ts � M!fit�it · t!i -�
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 /Ab�ve .- .  ...  , ,  .. . < .  , _· t . . , . : ,  · ,:_ . .  :, .  . - . .  . tverage•, ; .: : : - � - J3 : • :3.�- · 1t.:1; , .- 39 , ·i.a :.- · : ;?� ,
.
; ,-, 39·: . . � - 6 

Aver�ge , ·· ·. . . ·3f : )� :i.,; �- ·36 33 . 39  : Jo Jo ,�: 
=!i':��,. ' . , ·;: , ii s �; .� ).a ;.♦ . . ao . 11t • � . 3a 

· �4',-' I)�-'. . . · . . :: :� . · .  : ,- . :� · j . '6 . ·. � . - 18: , - . -16. . . 5' )t 
: .J; maie=205'.), . temaie•l70

. 
- ·� - .: . 

Se�. �b:e li ev�ua�i�� or po1�l1eal r:EitE3,:�h_t·� by · 
each  sei · :$h'Otis' . � -�·<Sn�is·teiit :a1rt'e;$hc,e· 'he���n' act'oiesoe!it 

'' · ·  
-

,  . · . · _
, 

'
: 
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 · 
 

' 

'. 
 . ' . ' ' . ·' · . 

boys and ;girl$ �hiQ� holds at :both th�. d9Yft and )aj,ow 

.  . . ; ·. '  ' ' ' �:!:. . .  ' . . ·: , .  i . 
•  

. . ', 
. 

: ' . '_ 
'  

' : ' ' . :  . �, 
, • . 

average respcinse..:+,evels . :i.rne ; girls ate more • l1$ely to � 
give favorable �vbuatiOri� t:o ·the :referents ,· �eg�dless; \ 

! 1!  
- � '  

\ of whicb ·one is . e-•1.fle4 •. ' � a11 · eases·; tll.�' referents . 
, ,\ , ,, 
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receive· a b1gbet pro�ortion of a,J>ove av1rgge r�tu,.gs from 

· t_he :female r�sp�n�en�s , .arid Simi+arly, a .lower pr'�p�rtion 
. ,  : . ;, ' I ;  • . , . .  

· t;>t be¼SUf . gvera.gs=1 ,.evaluations •· - - ' . .  . 
  ' 

ho referents·, . the: ID.Other and ministers , receive 

the most· sex��f�rentiated resp.onsas . io  thes�  two 
: 

' _ 
0 

'

. 

.

. 

C  
 : 

O 
,_ ' 

 
< :•ii • '  •

.' ' O  O \ 
0 0 

O '
, O ' O 

 

..,

. _ 
O • O 

.

' 

_  
" 

0 
• 

  O : 
O 

refe:rEmts �h� m$1� respon.<,ie_nts. respond l�,cast posit_iyel.y 

·. �en ·�omp�e<l ·.�1th , ttx� f$Jn��s ·• · l:� :1� notew��hy . that 
. . . ' ' ' .  ' '   ' ;i·, . ; . ·. 
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nEi1ther Qt 'these ftgv.es 1s as likely to tie �onsidered. a 
' 

• ♦ •' • 
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,; '_ f �; 1 '  1 ' ' 
! •,
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worldly figure bi: boyii as· · th$ other referents , .witb the 
'

. 
: ' 

. 
 . 

' ' ' .; : ' ·• , , , ' . · i . . ' 
'

' 
. ' ' 

· possible -exoeptio� of the teacher • 
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·
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_ ·1t1e less cr1�1ca1 at�1tu.de t<)waitd politic� • 
. . ! . • .  • t 

. '. · , . , ·.
, ; '. �I . / , _ .

· 
. . . • 1 � '. - � , - � · : .. 

' 
, , . , . •  ': , 

.
. 

refE3tents held. byi .the _female respon�en:t� may\ be: considered 
. 1 . . . 

'as possible evlcielioe �t a .Pr�disposing f�ctor which may  , _  ,I . . . - ,· . . . 

fa6U1t$te women � ·th.e :-ae(lepti!ncs �f' a poi1t1cally sub• 

servient role . to :��� faintly ·me�bers .• 1 lfigher . evalua� 
. . 

tiOhs ot :w rere1ents :SU&lS�$t. -tlia't it sho�d be 'less 
' 1 • ·  , ' 

difficult t6r f'em4es to ·· �c�pt :the pe>l.1t1cal deoisions 

of another ; i�e. �h� husband or fathe:r ,
.
s1nce there should 

 ' . . . - '.. l. · . . ·  . ,', · . . . . . . . 

be ral.ativeiy low�t-- resis_ta,nce :than woUld., be the eas� 1f 
,I 

.
. 

 

women wefe mC>re · gatierallf ·c,ritical of the political icleas, 

. .  ' . i • il 

�Ct. Lazerst�id\ ,b 41• , · �; Campbell , � �, � .
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submission vis-a-vis the male and his· pol.itical ideas , . ; ' , '' : _, 
 
: . ' .  , :  : ;  -�i ' · ' . . . . . . : '. ., ' ' . .  

' 

 
 

 , 
·• • •  
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: ' • j : 

On the quE)stion _ of sex-liliked ditfar'ences 1n · the ' . . . 

' . ' 1
.

· ·, . ' 1
' ' , ' . : . \ • · , , ' . . . ' 

amount of int�rest . concerning· p'o)j:t,iQ·s ,  there appears to 
' • '  �  • • 

• • '.' / ' f• • I ' 
'. •  • 

' 
• 

• ' � • �l  

 

'  •  

� �ittle dif'fere�tiatio� between the -sexes, · 1t the pro• 
• 

• ; . . : ' . • • 
. • 

' . •  - :; • ; • · ' ' . i '  '  • • ' , . • . 

. portion of !!.81 asqers,i'&nfil?.1-t and  don I l �- responses is: 
. '  , i • . .  - .  ; •

• ,· :  · • . . •. 

' . . 
. 

 . · !! .  · ; , : . .   .  
 

taken as a · crqde �ea:;ure of pol:itic'al · -1nte1·est� The 

total ra.te oi . . N4, :ioi r�spon.ses:, . is a.lmo�t- :  identical be- ' ' . . :i ' .  ' . . · ,   . '  . . J 

  • 

twe.en .boys a:nd gilfls, · al tho��:: there are· ditferences in 
l lj

. 
, , . ' i 

the d,1st�1bUtion · iates a.tnong · the various responses . 
.  

, I
' . , , 

 . 

In sUQ1mary:, · gU,l's aI"e mot.a: 'li,kely. than boys to 

give: positive ' ·evaluations: 'le L\ : givsn reterants f  girls 
. 

. . ·  ·  ·:  . .  . . ' . . 
. 

appear t<> tr�st�r: a,i'thority t�oin one realm to- another· 
.  , ,  

' 
. ,, 

more: :readily · tbati _;bots , e *g! the _ �igher eval.uatic>n 
: , .  

give� �tniste.r� �� th.a female -�espond,ents is the most : 
prono�¢ed. ·41�fer�pca be�e�n th� �efere.nts' of: each sex; . 

� .  . 
' .  · 

�� . . . : 
'
· -,

. 
: : ;· :   . . 

. 

the higher , evaJ,uat.16.n . of ;tile �c,tber bY g1r1s may also 
 I 

• ' 
, 

 • . 
• 

' ;
. 

' , 

 . 

be an exprett�foii- �f , authortty-�ran.�ferenee from realm to 
. :I - . ' . . 

realin as well . as tl'�x-l>:la� f' ' girl:t:t ::ieEµ11 no; more. , or less 
' , ,  ' , . . . ' . . . ' 

. 
' ' . .. ·: ·  

' • . , _ \  .I , ', ' 

interested ·1n pol1-t�cs ,; ·as shown by theU- response rate 
. . ,i · : : 

. . . , 
.  . , 

to a: questi�n. see¥118 polit:1ca1 attitudes • . _ 

Grade-ia,tai. The .�B!ysis of responses by the 
. n 

grade�level of tbei r,espond�,pts offers t}he oply opportunity 

for the analysis <>f d�t?i
.
ili .'an at l�ast qwuii;..dev�iopmental 

t . · l orm. 

1Su'Q_llA, pp� 21-22 . � -
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'fliE EVALUATION OF POLI1fICAL llEFERE?ns · . BY STUDENT• s GIW>E�LEVEL. · - , 

· Above 
Average ; 
· ,  Ni.ne 

fe4 
Eleven 
'l?welva 

Avera,ge ; · 
· 'Nine 
'fen 

. Eleven  rwe� ve · 
:Below _· · 
Average : 

Nine • 
. 'l'en 
. Eleven 

Walve· 
NA D"• · ' ' . +l.i• Nine ' · 

Ten 
Eleven ; 
helve 

· -• t · _ : (perceri.tl . :  � .
.

. .  
. \l 

l, 

Father ;: M0th2t · .  , .   h  . . . . 
. 11 · 

: · 3 · · ij , ·. 
 11 . 

,\ 

· 1:  ' " 
16 6 ' , . ' 1 

j! 

8 
,, 

9 

3·. • ·  . .  \I 

ij. '1 

· 3  . 3 · . I. _ 

•.
' ,- ,  ., , .  ', . 

·3 · . - .  .  

2 . ; 
.  \+ ; 

Teachers .  iQnistegs 

36- ' 3� · 
t ·  

36 
33 ' ;;2 · 22 

29 . 32 
38 34 
3$ 37 
31 37 

.28 ai+ 1.7 13. 16 .- 1, · ,r 15 

6 12 
10 17 : 

'l 16 
l.1 27_ 

N;  lV1ne;;95; Wen=lo4; El.E3veh=9,•; · ·1veive=-8l •
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' I 
' ; 

:The - quas1;4.da.ve1'opmental  data -by grade-level · shows 
. 

·� ,;' \ -/ · · . :1 .  
·  ... · _� : =· . . i : •  · . : •� ;- . ' ..  . 

.a • et)�si:stent . diP.e.9t1on. >'$ t�,�- the . below f!teragG  level+ al though 
- , •·• ,� 1 ,, , •• ·r:,:M. :'  .  · · •  . ·r 

,  • . 

·:n.ot tor the · favor�bl.�j•'apoye.: avgriag�f respon$8S �,; . ·. . 
. 'J • • • • :. 

' . ,  .  . '- � '   . , ·, 
, . r ,i . 

,:
. : .  

; ' ! i
. i ,

·
, · -At · th�: · AA'.Atl . QYifiM�� · i'ev�1; ·Only taaQhers gaill favor· 

,  •  / :: : : ." j '. ,t ,I j '. 
' 

1 , • '.' ' . ,• ' ;
I

• .  • · :
] 

: 
. 

_. :  '  , � 
.\ . • 

,,.•  
: ' , •; • . :' , ' ' • ' , • .  : ' 

.  in the · perdii'p'�lori'.s of ' .the stuaeAts lli . sucees:s1ve grades in. 
. 

· -: � :  \; 
. 

 ; / : ' . . �1 - . . . · 
. :: . 

.  . : ' . � 
 .  .  . 

; .·. _ . .  . 
; . · a subst�t:�_l' ·atn�unt .• .  · .irtie : f'ath�r and. the peer-group both 

• ' , ' : ' ; ' ,. / '  • • ' \ ,' ;  1. 
J

  ·: ·
! 

" 1  • • / ,
 
:· ; j : , ' • ' • , : } 

  :  ' 1 • _1 , 
, 

· • 

·re�� i�i�·t,1:v�iu!J·.�eh�ge<i•, 'al.though 1n ·the case of the 
•, I '. , '  • � ' , ' 

• • r . (  • • ' 

, , ri�:th�,� ,·_ ,.p�e : ,silµ�k.. le,vals ot · n-intb and wel,ftb g�ade· · . .  ' ' . ' . '
! 

, ·  
' , \ . . . 

�ttj.d_�nt�·• .  fespons�� . r.�pr·ese�t. a: �eturn ·w1oh ignores . · · . 
. •• 

I 
' 

I: : \ 
' 

I ,' l 
•

. 
' 

I • ' ' 
' • 

�  ; I ' ' 
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·
 ' . , - •  ) . . ' ' 

-
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. 

. 

• 

, ,  �h.itts , mnong' :t:e'.i'ith :and; · e1eyent.ti : grad� �tud�nts , . . Both 
� ;  : � • : ; \ : \  I' "  ·

.. 
• I ' 

 , ;  J • •  '
. 

 • � i· .  . . . : . . 
' . . . '. . ' . . ' . ' 

. ( . . ' ' ' ' . 

motp.er· . �d m�istfr,s l�.se a��ol��e .favo� a_s :�o�itical 
; 

' 
! ' 

• 

referents· . ·  i ' . ·: ' . 

teacher � who :Uso .. !: sh,ow$, �he ··mo:st- sub�tantiai� AA9Yi §.vex:,ue . . ! ' . 
.i: ; .  

. . 
. 

. . . .   ,, 
gains.�, · :;$1m1latlyt· the ·ttiio: referents· · shm1i..ng' · �h� iea.st  

• ' < ' 
• 

' : , • ' l . , 't  
• . � • " , I , . . , • , 

 

. drop in . the propo�tior  of. : balgw average r�spe>.nses are·' . ' .  , 
: 

'!  .' ' , , .
· ' . • : ;  , '  ' If . • . . : i, 

the mo.tber , lli.ld: mi}jis;ers,
. 
the . only referent$: showing 

few�r apoy� !_X�W
Si 

·rat�,ng� through s11cf:)essive · _grades. 
- . . 

As the s��4ents ar� axamin,ed at suocessiv.e grade-
,, · . .. 

· levels they show a tend�ncy to l'ook less to suq��i ·figures 

as t_he mother and /m�i:sters and  more to,- · teacher·s ,  whUe . 
• ' ' 

conti.nu�g to pe��sive the father ' s  polit;ic;:al idea� -�$ · 

favorable :ln - about the same proportion. : .lt any grade .. 
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critical inarmet., ;; AU the same thlat the stv4ants also  

bee. leas wu11ilg to reopo.ucl 9.t a11 i-egu41.Qg the . ' \ 
' · 

po11t1osl ideas of the ttfo :referents with whom the stll• 
,·  . · 

tuts' relattoubips uie 1nost t01ma1, ��,. · t•ners, r.ui4 
/: . 
;, 
. . 

Because, of th0 Ml losse, of: the �nts QM mic• . . 
lstets •s comi,a,84 to tea�:s an4 the '"'•PottP,. it ap 

' ' . . 

p� that· with a�, aac1-tscents baeettae lees l.1ke11 to 
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e � g_. a higher p�oportion er , 1b9ye , average responses and a 
' '  i '  . , .. , . . �·- ·-- ··· :_ . 

. ' 
lower ·prop.ortion of;, 12,elow g.vera:ge respons.es .• · _ _  The differ• . �  . . 

anc:es are ·the · mos� . pronounced 1n the , ease of - the affeetive ... 
,: 

lY•linked ref'�ren�s :  . the father and the mother , and to a 
ti 

les$er ext.ant , th� Pier·-gre>up. ,  · , 
l:n the c,a�43 of the· pare�ts ,  the. blue-collar tend.• 

·, 

. ency ' toward rej ection·, �s - :compared with �ite-collar mem.:. 
. ' I. ' 

' ' 

bers,  is to lle expect�-..:: · .koilin.gsbead .�s poj..nted · out 

the ability Of iowe.r class' ' aC,.olesaants ' t.b reQognize the 
 

( ' . 
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stigma attaehed ' th their class membership in the pereep.;. 
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' :• . ' . 

t1ons oi' .tnembers 9f higher classes.� l!be iower class 
' !•  . . ' 

. . ,: - . . '
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. ' ' ,  ' ' y9uth are - able to '!,-�pprehend , the!i' familial origins as· . '  

·• ,  : • , _I ,  ' - , •  the source· c,r tbe;r . unfavoraple class position , and are 
,; 

thus res:eµtiul · t�d the- cau�e of their ,low status . If 
, , 

thts hyp6the�is is , eorr�ot 1n ·expla!ping the tendency of 

blue�C!olJ.ar · .PeI:"t1Vi1le: _youth t¢ ��ject tlle pol1t1�� 

ideas of , their- pat-ents", , it ta.so implie� that youth per� 
. '· ' : .  ' ' ' 
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ceive polltics as\��- ;araa . of: value as �agards a mechanism 
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for rejecti_on; agatir le�ding to. the inference that you�h 
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perceive polit1cs. '.: as a par� of · t�e adult world . 
� . . 

IQ, th'e case· of 'the peer-group ; the Perryville 

i . .  
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- r$fer�.nts a.re reiated makes 1t\:mandatory that . this variable 
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TABLE 6  

-�  EVALUATION . OF POLl;TlC�. REFERENT�', 
BY. STUDENT�S SEX AND SELF�IDENTIFIED 

. ' ' : . ' , ·  . .  ' .· . , $0QIAL,; : �US.S ' ' '  : - . ' ; :  : . • _ . ' ' '  : . ' ' ' ' i' 
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• :
. 
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NA, · o.K · · 
Male . l .  6 : _2: , 10 . ,: � °15' 
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• 

·. · .  N :' w;;.o : ;Mal:es::l40J w.:.c Females=l3l; 
. · .  B-C ''Maj;�s= . 62 ; , B•C,? FemaleS;i 37;· 
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' 11 · 11 
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', ' . , . . . �'h,� . . . th� se:x: !.�1fble wa·s: : examined �one_,  it was · tound 
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that g:lJ:-:ts  o�nsiste.ntly -gave higher proport!oil."s · of · above· · ' ·;   : .  : · : :  1< : : .  ' . "  . ' . ·  ·; . .  ' . , ·   . : .. · : ·  . . : . · · . '  .· ' . ' . . ' .  
gyeraga eval,u�t1.ot)s t  and . at · .the ��e t.¥De, a .·�.Qltµl�. pr,Q-

, �o�ti� of below
. 
�verag{l ·· evaluati.�s . ·tha.n - �id Qoys.
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' '· ' was part.icularly true ·.of twcf referents , · th� _ mothar and  . . . i . . .  : ' ' . ' . 

ministers " .. . ' .  'i'.; , ' · 

VJbe:.n . s�x ii cfontroJ:J.�d for· s·ooial class , it 1s 

found . thai the t$Jd��:�y !t�� g,irls 'to gi�� more favorable 
' . ·:   . ' 

evaltia
.
tio.Q$ still. i: h,olds tru�-, but ":that it is particul.ar-

,:: ,' : :  •
• 

: 
' • 

• :
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•: ),1 .  t: •,_/ ' ' ; ' - ,�•• ! ; . , ,. ' ,: \ ) <  . I 
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• .
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:; · . 

• . ' 

ly true o� .blue•o�uar · s:t�dents ,  indicating that the 
� ... , . 

ease wit�:. wtiioh f�ales inay adopt politic�ly subservient 
, : ' '  \ .  . ,  . . ' � ' 

roles , is 'cios�1y linked :io· ' thefr positio.Q within ·the .
class ·stru�tur� .1 :: 4t 

· 
th� )l�o)l �:tet�g2, :r.e�ponse-leve.i , 

the sex ditferenc·� is less - pronou.need J q.ifterenc:es i,.n 
• 

• ' . • \ !  .' . •  :· .  , • • ,. ' ' · • . ' " • 

evaluati®s being llll'g_e� 'between whit'9-collar: and blue ... 
. . . t . · 

collar · member� th&µi between male and female respondents •. 

' t: 

DISTRIBUTI0N OF STUDENTS BY GRADE.LEVEL . .  : AND· SOCIAL C;l,A,SS . 

'Wh-1 te-c ollar 

. Blue-collar 

. · fsirora, pp . 29-30 • . • 
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\:! When grad'.e•l.evel is .examined with social class 

controU$d , it ts;: discovered that many of the quasi-elev-
.  

eloJilmontal. pattei-�s 1A the grade--lavel data (table. 6)  

are actually oaus:(3Ci primarily by the · actions ot one 
i  

 social grouping, 1�:e.:.�� . the wbit�coUar or the blue

collar students �  ._ Similarly, shU"ts by one . Ol" the otber ' . . 

social class may 'be h1dd$.n in the non-c1�$s-dU'ferent1ated r, , , , 

data� 

Evaluations· ·or the tathel' wbiob show no s1gn1t.i-
 1.  ,  '• ' 

cant change through ' th� grades wbe,n_ social class is 1g• 
,. . 

.nor<:3d ,  acttiall..f b�c�e inuell ,;nore f'avoJ"able am,ong blue.; 
eollar $tude'n�th, :: 

. 
\ ·. " , . 

SiDlilarly� t�e: blue-coUar students ' percep�i®s' 
' . .  . ' 

. 

of the moth et 1mprc(v$i · b6'tw�_en -�be ninth and twelfth 
,i 

gradE3s, while . ttie:� drop ill favorabllity which is recorded 

when so6ial clisi/ 1s riot con.t:rolled , · is seen to be ·due  
. .  ,  . ; .-  I.  

, ; 
. · . .  . · . . . 

 ; 

. 

' 

. 
to the deoreasj.ng; proJ):oftion,?�t favorable rattnge by 

.white-coliai\ stud&nts�/: . 
j: 

'fhe :lnc.�e���;� propoi-1;1oi1 ot· abgg§ averaga responses 
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given to · tb.e fatii�r and the mc,ther Uld1cate -� growing 
• , •  . •  ;t • i  

• • ' ' ' • L , 

toleranee tow.a,;-d : j)le p��.e'1ts t�OU$b' tile  high . s�hooi 
. \ 

. yetµas on th� part ; of . t�e - :f>l���collar you,tbs ,  �n1ggest� · 
·-- , ; , 

�bat_ reje9�io:1>- of l: the Ral'ents · em.erging out �.f re�en,i,ment 
,. .   !! 
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without, �U�g 1n:to· cons14erati-on>tbe effects· cf soci� 
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e.lass wotil.d . .  be t.o·,: invite contaminated measures ·wtcb· did 
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no:; i-efle·¢t: , ·tbe s�e>ol-.1:inked: - V'.�1apl$, · �ut the· eJ."fec,t$ 
�! -� 

� :. 
. ,l 

. ,   .  . 
. . 

of: soeifµ. . class· ihst·eaa. ,_ _ · · 
I •  I, . . '· 

.,:. ii .
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, · ' 

.· . '/ fAl)l,lj:. 9 
' i: ·  i • · .$!!$ :•w¢ittiAt1·ow oF' POLiTICAL· MF�$: 

: . .  · ·; ·  ·. U.:COURS8 OF SWtIDY AW·· SEIJi._ '  
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39 19 
3,0· - · 21 
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ive11a·ie; ::' . CP · .  . 2 . 13 ;, .
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l· ·, i_- · · . .  _ !. _.l· .... .. , · · .1

1_,i.
8 · . _ 1 . 2. _ !_ · .  · . , 21_02./, · ··11 . ..... 9 . . · ·3
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 ·05_-_ . · .
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3
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mon:�'1iJ t -· ,  11 . 1�. ,, 7 Gia G a � .. .  

( · I' 

· aN�.n�c�ll8g'3 _f;e�-���t9ry $t�ents in�1\14e . ,the>se- wto in<lleated 
. their  qo\ir$� · ot- stwit to , be : $eneral..,. commerc�� or \lusiness · 
""!-¢a.-1o:n 2 yoc�t1�-9�i:-,�gt�cUltur:e ; · o� soin�if '¢0111ll1l1atiori ot 
t9e p�ec�uig ; �a�,Q�•� • . .  . . . _  . .  ' i'. . ; . " .   : ' . . •  ' . .  ' :. ';,'· �  f: · ; . :  :  .  .  '  . ' . '   ' ,· ·  •'    \ . : �:'  ' .  

. 
· · · .� ·general,· college_ preparatory majors· give mc,r·e 

. :: : . L . : . .  . . · . · . . .  tavora'ble eva1ua_t1,ons to i;he· pc:,lit1cal tdea:s c,f th� referents 
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' t;ha.ll dEf p.oo.-coUege pr'eparato:rt ' students ;  .tbis al.so b,Qlds 
I; .  � ·· j: 

true . when  soci.� ela.s� ,  14 held constant. T.ha coliege ... 
pr.&paratory stt.t4eilts are Jnore 11kel7 tc give a�ptft AW@i@ 

 

I 
• 

j  
,•  

• 
, 

ratmgs to 'the refer�n.,$ with two ex�eptions ; ,io.p�col1ege 
. .·· . . . :;- , , - , ' ·-

•

' ' ' ' .. . -- . 
' f

l 

. . 
I 

prE!parato!'y • wb1te�collar students are more tavoral>le in 
' i' 

tb�ir ev$luat�1ons :: ot' tbe peer-greup than . ate c�llege pre
. p�11tory stud,ents•i ot the same sqciai ciaiss ; among blue� 

cl ' ' , 
. , . . 

<,ollar $tud.:$nts it. • 1s the aon-oollege preparatoirt students 
;1  

• i; . . . . . , 

YbQ · -.re mc>st · 11.k�1y .to give U· IJ21X@ AtGiS@ rat1,ig to the 
!  . .  • '• ' 11 , 

.. . . :   .  . . 

· po�1tic,a1 1d$as 0$ min1sters •  - . 
r; \ . . 

' . . . . . . ;. . . . . 

coi1ar member$h1p lbeing• .the . el-eiite.nts which dispose a stu-
' . :: . f 

deht ,-n -he <11rectloo, of tating the po11ttcu · id�as ot 
.  ' 

 . \ ' . 
 

 ' • · '  . . ; . 

til� i-eteJ;"ent as .lmli\i' iXftlAb• .· ·fhe exce�t�Qns being the 
. . .
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. · , ' 
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tn�ister, . yhsre· ,.w,1�t>:-c�ll� llQJ1°Coll.�ge :p�ep�ator7 Stu• 
cJ.e�ts·, are mor, pte>ne: to: :ertttc1aE3• : the political. ideas ot . ' . . '· . . i, - '  . ·  . 

. mitlisters than u� 1:he_ �1t�-o:011at ooiiege prep�atory 
ma·jor.s, . .  and the peeJ►.��OllP,; · wh$r3· blue·-..collSl" colleg� 

.· pr�parato:r.y sl:�$�:ts �e $lightly niore �ritical .  �an . 

 tb�ir le�t sj
1
�d_�J<=�tf .����ted . fellow Cl�ss members. 
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•
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',• • 1 ) • 
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. • • 

. · 1$� to. make pos1t1ye $1��at1on$ of the· retere.nt$ .  'this 

t•.nde.nqy 1·S. espeoiaily 111ark� 1.n the case . ot the parental 
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:; 
. .  f; . 

. , 

• ·, ·, ' : : . ' 

 .. \, ..  

 students ·give mor:e than trice a$ many above average eva.l.-
·

;, l ,  

uat1.ons to either•' of th� paren·ts than do the blue-collar 
:, . . . � ' . • ·  . .. 

non�oollege prepl#"atory- . students·. At the. bftloW aJ@lAIE\ .,! , • • . ' •  1· • ' ' • ' .   -, , ,   . + 

r:eaponse:le,re,1 · the disc�epancy_ ts· e:ven more �ar-kecl . 
if ,. 

When. COU1"
1
$$ oi' ·stti�y .an<i ' ·grade-level are compared . ' . . . : ' ' f  . ' . .  : _  .  . . . . '  ' . . 

 a.�' r�gards · theit · 1
powe:rs ·ot, discrimina�ion, ' they . a.re found 

t� · be eboµt .equ_aliy powerful.· • : In most cas�s  a�: Jith�r 
' •

 
1 •

• •  
•  • • • 

 

. 

• 

��e ; aboye:  ttj:tirag�:. or, the. lJ�lpl[ ue'x;aga: level �· . the differ� 

. en9es · ,in .the evalµatiohs o� . the retere.ats are of ne�ly · 
• 

• 
•
: 

 
•  

•  • ' ' '  I ' • 
 

 

the same .magnJtud:� . either· wJ:le.n eomparifig sttid�ts of 

' sui1lar majo:rs @d dlff'erent socd.al eiass 1de�t1.fieat1ons 
. or, similar . class ;1denti,fie�tioils 'and different oourses ot 

- ·stu4y. 
  ·  . , 'l . ' . I 'i , 

ie ejq)l�in why groups· of· studenta taJd.ng different 

a�ade�ic course·s :qf' �tudy·. ha'v!3 differentiated perceptions . ·  .  h .  : .  . . 

of; the re�erents . ;j a _ten�ative hypothesis Dlay be advanced ; 
,: I t ' 1 

that �ueoess :in obpu,.g with his $nvil:oriment , or ·1aok there� 
, I . ,· • 

. . . ,, . . 

of:, is ofte.µ ,. f�r 1'. the adol�scent, ool'l1lect,ed with 'educational 

v�uesj  · suc�e$s a� lndi_oat� by participation . in the more 
• : . !  

diftie�t. and. pre�_tigious'. c9llege pr�p�atory cour$e ot 
I , , • • -

: • ' • •  
· ' ' '  

s�dy �eads te> �ti1:tudes gt we1i . .-being whieb predispo�e-, . : , . .  . . . 

re,ferents , who,m h; · 18 lil;�lY to see lil�fE3 ' a� equals t� 
,; ; 

re:�ote au.thor_ity.  figures· wtio tla'Wlt· their superle>r k,nowledge. 
I . . . .' 

. ·  . . 

· T�us, the n011-c0Uage prepa,ratol'y students interpret the 

la,�k of educational · sueces_s as an inferior position and 
:I ; . 

. , 
. ii 

'.: . 

 

 

 
 
  

               



· il 
!f 

••, I ;, 
. i: 

 �
' 

• 

. 

- . ' �

l 

. . . .  • .  . 

reafa�·· aecord'in.gly', It sue� - an hypothesis .  is ti,o .escape dis-

p��oi��:-':u; :  �us� ��6, hold 
._ tr110 �hen : ·��� : d�t� ; 90: ·  g�ade��v-

• ' • . . ' .  . ' .  ! . , • . . • ' 

erages ·' is; analysea , 1 ;.e .  · the higher•· the:f · ·grad$�average  and 
 : :  \ . \ 

' 
j ' 

1 

:, 
•

 

,' ,
' : : ii• '   • • •  ' : • : ' ' :  , ; , : (  :  • : • • •, • '  1 

• 

sdcial. claS$ � .· ·the mor_e favort:i.ble the ' c:>ri:entatio�s : �ova.rd . 
• 

: 
. '. ' ; ; . , ; : ;  t ' · • · - i , . ' . i : · : .  . • . ' . _i ' 

r ,polit 1Qa1·'. r-ef'erents� : · . . 
·: . QJ:Mg-Ay'e�a.Lt9-. Ohe Q_f the items ·�sw�recf by the . 

Perryville s tud�n,s - co.rieer.neq · their grad�average • attain� 

meht • .  fb'ey · were isked which of tne : ro1iowing ' tliey 06.nsld� 
. II ' 

I 
/J • . ' ' ' ' • .. . • ered tc>' be 1 . tlieir · grade""'average.1 A �verage; :  4-B • average, B av- . 
. ' ' � . . 

er:a.ge, B-C averagk , C: e.verage ; (: .... Q_. average � . .  D averag'e , · o-, 
, L • , . 

average , .  and· F av�rage.  _In o:rder tq : insure · a  sutfioient 

 nu;mb'er ot· ·respon4�nts in  each cell' . -since · social · class "as 
. ·' 

to:: be, < cfontrolled .from the· _out '.set·, J>esponse-.bategsrles· w�re 

· collapeed itl the following lllElnrier i A:, ·,A;..a, ·  · and ' Jj  into B, and 
i ,� i . . 

. up; �C �d .Ct ihto ·<; .and upf C-ll, n·, P�F, · and F  into below 

• :  c ; '  with q rema:1l,l�g . the ' sf$e·. • 
When the prQportion ··'of- ·extreme . grades, i. e. B :and 

up:' and b�low . c· 1s '.!exam1ne4· tf�tb eac.h class ' it . becom�s 
ll , •

 1 

_ ap�arent tha.t gra.d,e-avera�e- and social· .cl.ass _:�e indeed 

l�ed .  J?.br evet,:, _ t�ee tmite-collar stud.ants E1ttaini.n.g 
'. ' '  . 

\ ' ,  . . . . ' . 

� high grade .. avariige there are o.pJ.y two whose. grades are 

· 10,w; whUa a(llqng �i.ue .. coll� studen��- the chances ot l}a.v-

1.ng Q high grade•*verage . a.re only half those of getting 

a low graci�-average • .  

I , ·-

1}?onald T .  Campb�l;l., "Quasi-Experimental Designs_ for Use 
. -. _in  Nat�al ·social S�ttings, " (Evanston: Northwestern t,ni

versity, . no date·). . 
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1: TABLE 10 
' 

DISTBIBtniON or RlGH AND LOW· QRADES . 
· .  - BY ·!aE $TP'DENT ' $" SW�ID�lFIED . . .  
-· . .  . . · SOCIAL· CL\SS, . . 

1 • . ·: , , , q,f3reent: .o't each' _·ciass l . • • 

:. ·, 

.. ;; · \ _  : {'  -

·1i , ; _ ; ' . _ -
.

 ·-: . , , · '; 'Wbite•qo11ar 
. ' _ I: ; : _  ' 24 : '  

:1 
J , 

BJ,µ.e.-0� 

. 16 

BC3lo� · ·o::  16. 35' 
. ; : 

Nf ?-C� �{� up, 6'
6
5, - W•C, Bel.ow Q , 3

4
6.  : 

.c•C , : . ·�\i up· , . i • ;  · B-C B.elo�, C ,  3. • - · , ,,.. ' 
. . : '  

' 
' '. i " '. . -· . 

. . , , ' .
' . . . 

' . , _ . . . 

Severai authors .have pointed ·out the class bia:e 
•i . \  . 

of:: the pubiic . �cb6'01� , - especially '·1n their all�tment or 
, ,  . 

. . . I ,, • .  
' ! . 1· .  \ - 1  . ,.

.  

gr�des . ;he · s�9ols -c�ot . be entirely blamed tor the 
· : ' 

. ,, ' . / ,  .  

gr�ate.r academic �uooess <>f studantiJ from the · upper levels 
. . ' · . . . 

' 
 · - ' . 

ot the social strue·tures. The domtnant · Afnerican culture-
. . 

·; -· .. - - /j; 

. 

. . : 
. 

· l 

c�le:x, witt { 'its :::succ-ess ethos.' and it.s: E3�pbasis on a:_oh:teve- . 

mel,lt is ·a reflec:t1on of- : the �values of these clas$es. The · ! i 
lower - cl�ss· student, ·�r'ten alienated from conventional 

. i· '. 
  

.  
 

. \' .. . . 
'. .  , •  

. ··. .  . . . '.  . '. 

values arid soqial · . 1ristitutioris, iaokE:J sufficient mot1vat10tl 
;I ' ' ',   :� . .  . . 

to  strive tor' academic success ; 1n a world h� d·oes not 
!  . ' : ' .  .  

14�ntUy' with · or -�derstk.rid·. . ln a vicious cycle ,  this 
' '   

alie.nation m�y laJd tc i • P�t grades , 
. 
wh1ch .. -:may 1n . turn 

le�d to att��ud�s - :!or d�f�at- �d tui-ther ·a11�nation. ' ; . :   ' ' .   .  

, 
·.l 

'  

  

   
 

   

  

 
 

 

   

   

 
 

 

 



• I  ' • . 

', ' 

· TBE EVALUM!ION OF POLITICAL ' REFERENfS 
--BY STODEN! � S GRADE-AVERAGE AND · SELF.-.  IDENTIFIED  soctlL: ··cLASS . . .  

,, 

. J\bove . 
Average ; 

.B & UP 
Q � up 
5elow (:. 

, ,  

B�low 

· :: . · ·  · (i,ereent) 

-' . •I 
' i: 

6$ ;(); 

. ;6 32�- :: ;¢ � 
 } 

" ,  
. ' ' 

4� · 
. 3 . ·   )1 · 

.l+lf. 
�i ' 

l+if-.' 
21. 

. . 2i . .   ' 

l+6 
42 
33· 

;o 
s; 

· . 3, 
39 

32 31. 

i.4 .  
j4' 
29 

31 
3� . 
32 

38 
31 
36 

lt-0 
33 
2, 

25 
�8 
18 . - · 

31 
38 
,o 

2 6 
8 2 
6 0 

66 ,; ,1 
l+lt- , l+l 

. Averaga : 

: : :: : ' . �- fi:; 
. :Below q ll. 241· 

· 8 0 
13 ?1 
ll 32  

15· 
llt-
28 

6  
21 
24 

12 · 19· 32· 25' 
16 

2l. 
. 

aa7. · . 44,_1+8 __ 
 

28 12  

. . _N,A, ;  PK�.  i 
B & . up . . 0 · .6/ . . o .  6 2 19 . 9 

. 
25,' 0 12 . . · 3· 

· 41; • 4-· · · · a · · 6 20 · 13·_ · 4 '· C. c:!c Up  2. · .  ·   "" 
:;B.elow ·c . 3  _ 9j . : .  O l5' • . . 8 1;  . ll . 21 · . 3 1, 

' 
. f h . w;.;c,  B &, �P, _::t, 6$; J� � 'up = _167; Bel�J (f = 36 • 

. 
B-C. B � up :;  16 ; � &; up = . 47; Below c == 34 • 

  fhe ' hypp�he·sis - s��ted  previously; that success leads 
. 

� 1' '  
. ' 

• ,' 1 t 
·
, • • • • 

, to favorabi� i3vaJ,µat19ns ¢' p9lji�°1oal referents ., is not dis-. ' . . ! 
• 

. . 
. - . ) . � . 

• . 11 , · - . . • 
ff�med by the dat� on grade�average controlled for soci� 

. J  . . ' .  
. .  

ciass ... . ihe- higher the: s,tade_�avera.ge of _the respondent ,. the 
 V 

more likely: he 1$i'. to m:$ke favorable ·evaluations of the re-
, • • . ' '

1
: • ' • I 

I . ,
 • ' ' 

f�pantsi· t111s · �s_p holds true when social class . is held 
' · , , t1  

oonst.ant - ·  . , , .  . . . 
,, 

· ri · ,, 
,  
. , . I 

. �1 ,, 

 
   
   

  

 

 

  

  

   



� · · 

" 
( . . 

 '  \! : 
!bus , Ubl.J.ke course. or study and social. class, wbi�h 

., 
· hEid d1scrimatc.,ry J)Owers or like magnitude at both the abgye 

I • 1  . �d 'belqw : aveta.g�:· J_evels ' grade-ave:rage  and social . el.ass 
., 

. do not yieid> sucb:i regular resUlts . 
' •• I •  • •  ' 

mors ·reliable ; irt'  only )Sne _,ca:s� do blue .... eofia7: students  
. I . 

of :a given grade��:v.erage3: •g(ve . a laPger proportion of fav• 

-o��ble
. 
;�turg� - th'.�r/�6 the : �tte�e.ollar stud(;Jrts .  · llowev�r ;. , :• . · '   · •, ·, . ,' : ·• ,. · t .' ' · . ·  � . ' 1, .'. 

• 

 ' 
• 

• 

 ' �- -t< . : :• '.  ' · ' · . : 
at · the .beJ® avetame . level ,, • gi:�de-a_verage is a somewfu:it 

 

•

: ,  : 

 

I 
 

• : - : /
, 

. • ,\ ,!.,?
i
� • � • ;• • , • , : :• '  :r,, ;_ , , • 

• , •
, • 

• ' • 
better :tndicato:f  �r- t�e lUt·elit dlff erent1at.1on of respo.nses, 

. ! 
. 

'  
' 

, .  
. ·1 ! . ' . , . . : ; �; •,  , ' . .  .'_  : . \ -'� r. ' .

 , • 

al'thougb j;ri halt · of<. the > ·cas�$': the· t'elatioilsbip ls not linear . . . - ·  

 

r
.. ' � • •• t 

i 
, ... ) ... . 

ab,ility of' course:· of study .-�:s· icomparad with grade-average \ . . . ' '  '-' .  ' . .  i' . . , . .  ' . ·    
 

 
. 

t�; ptediot a g1ve.t1 . group ' s  <iif:ftribution of evaluations is 
, . 

' I I 

· in· the · nature · of �he acquisit.i'ofi .· of the status · itself.: . \ i. · . . ; .  - ', , : . · · _· · . .  ', - . ·, ' : .·\ · '  · __ . 
, ],/, .� :  .  ' , 

· ,�·- · . . . , ,  
. . '. 

CoJirse �f  studt i� · selected t,y;s: the �t�,d�nt�::hifJlself , albeit 
·
. 

' .' 

 . : 

• 

' ,!  . .
• ( 

. \ , �
 

' ' 
 

. 
l • 

.. 
, 

'  , '  • ' , .  ·. • r .� ' ',�� ·' { • ,.; . t • • ' 
' 

• ' •

• 
' : 

•• 

with varyir:lg. $l[lo�ts ef' parental. a:ssls-tance;· · wn:t.1e · _gra4�-. 
 ' . � .. .. : . : ' .. ' , ;·  . . . . ;  

avera[Jes are the SU?Il ·or :tho $"ifalti'.t:tt;tons : qf'. :the ' .student bf 

te�chers of ass:orted pere.epticins ap.d :t>1aS(l$. ihus, e.o:urse 
.   .  < . : ,  '  •  :  I  

: :  ' . 
 

. • 
•  

of study �Y be mor3 nearly indicative of those character-
. . ! 

. . . 
. ! . 

 
. .  

 

istic:s wh1oh '�ead:: .to gtven, pE9rceptual . and evaluative tend- · 
. ' ,, 

encies on the . part <>f the students • 
. •· '  1;· 

, . . Poli�ica;i,
. Party Pref�renqa� O.oneerning their 

1: 

p·ol1tioal party pief.erence, the Perryvilie students were 
• ' I  ' 

,; 
1, 

i 
I. ,, 
! �
! , 

. ', 

 
        

   

  
            



..:!l ' . 

., 
. (i 

" ' 
asked �o compiete :: the following qu�stion; 

I ' . 

•   :1 H • 

' • < 

'Ge11erallt . speaking do, you o·onsider _yo�self to be . 
-a--stro�g ;-Republican; ' - average · Republican, inde• 
pendent . l�tllling_ to�d Republ1Qan, _Independent-  _ . _ 
witn no . leaning toward either party,  ·Independent 

_ leaning -t_oward '.Demoox-at , �vf3i;-age J )emoc1at , strong 
Democrat , 1;µe�e� thougl;lt of it � Other·. 

- :;  

For purp0$8S of analysis all · students; sllowing ahy 
leaning toward . eJ�tler the : Republican or ' Democratic party · 

• , 
. . I ; 1  are considered as !; preferring that party. 

' . . .  
. . . /:   ·  . · . . . 

-_ iike· the.it f;ran_ch.is�d elders , . the · high school · stu-
 

' 
I i. ,  . I ' ' i ;  i ! . . 'l . ' ' . . 

detlts of Perryvuica ,show a \;trong preference . for th.a �e-

p�l)lican party... W}len 'icieritifying · their pref'er'ertce,  the 
! 

': 
• . 

 
I I . . ·, . � ' .  : '  . . . ' 

stitdeiits are ·twio; �s llk�iy · to identify .themseives  as ' ' . , . . ' ·,i . . . p • •  
• 

 • 

Republ:-icans: as th�y ar'e as,< Demoerats ;· 't.hay ar�, in fact , 

mo�e -l��iy :to . �d�!itify -�hemselves -· as Ind9pend--�nts than . 
. : . ·r . .  · .   . . ' . . . . .  . , 

t�ey �re to _fd��tft:v, ttlems_ei'ves as D,emoerats .-  

1Tne elev·en . respondent� choosing· Otl'ler  were excluded from 
.tpi,s pl:lase of the :analy�is . 

} +  ,i 

' i; 

,; 
, . . . 

,. 
· , '  









referents except the peers and the· m�ister,, where In.de .... 

pen�ents are more favorably . dispose� toward the x-ef erent 

th� ar� Republicans. This descending order is : Democrats, 

�epublicans·, Jnd1ependents , and Non-Ident1f1.er:s . ,  . While 

Democ�ats . lead Republicans at the · §\boye av;·e:sag§ level 

of :favorable responses , they are also higher. at the un- . . . : . 

fav,orable , l?°Ei!/L@ -Average level, µi the nW!lber of critical 
. . �· . ' .  . . . .  . ' . 

. 

· E3Va.luat'i<:>.ri$ that they· �ake .or the . referents .  !lb.ere is not 

Eit th$ :eeteli ayeT&ge level , the same type .C)f common, · se� .. 
 quentiU. p�t��rn which exists at the above aJ@fafUl level .• , ,I " • . '  . .   

mhere · 1s s.trong reason to suspect that the Non- · 
. . ' ·   

' 

.· -· . Ide:ntif'iers are not what their responses to party pref er• 

ence a.ppE3ars . �hat  they respond at a Jate __ unsurpassed 

by any other par't7.pref�rence group is inipl1oit evidence � 

that they have·· tb�ught • about politics , at least as regards 

the reterents .• 1 .. l'.t 
1

mj_ght be ·_ �gued that th� responses t� :! 

the po11ti-oal ideas of . the referents were spur of the ,: ' .·   

moment t . snap j'lid$1llen,s ,  but thi� would. ; sugge-st a question ·. 

as to· why . they .dld not make a' s.imilar snai;,  judgment as 
' , , •  <

. 

to politic� p�rty i;>referenCle .• - tqe tact tru.lt· ·their re .. 

· sponse re.tee. a:re 1:JQ .h,gb, the highest of' all the . party 
' ' 

•

 •  l;, ' •  ' 

1 . . . - ' . - . . ; ; , , ,  · . . , ' ' - - ' ' · . · -· For three, :of . the :ref�rents the ·No ID students r�gistefe4: 
no �A,. DK r�sp·onses at · all · ( rather , mo�h

.
er and peer.-group ). 



, pref ere.nee ¢�cups for the two parental reterents , of whom 

they -are more . eriti9al . 'ti.ban �y of · the . o�her· , groups , $Ug-  
. '  ' . '  ' . . , ·   .  . 

ge$�s . .  the bypothes·1�. that a ·self .-p1to'cl.a�e4 , ia.ek of · par ti-. 
r '  · ' . • , · · . · ,  · · i • . .'  . : . · ·  ' ' 

 : 

�an. .- 0�1e.titatioii'. o.ri the . �al't _ _ Qt : the . ,off'sp�tng ,  ls �etuaiiy 
' 

,' 
: ' � 

 
> ' 

 
• 

a form: .- o·r rej eiction or crlticisni' direated , toward . the p�ant,s�.} - ;: ' . ·. ' . ' ; j :  ' ' ' .  : ' ' , : • 
. 

 < ;  .  . . : . 

1 : ' :' _: - ,  ' .  
. supra_, . . . 

. . ' ' 1 ,' 

, 
. ; \·    
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· • 

. ;lIE ij'VAI,UATlON 0� ,POL;ITICAL 11EFERENTS   
B? SELF IDENTIFIED POLIWICAL 

·Above 
Average : 

Demo. 
Rep. __ 
Ind. 
No ID 

Average : 
Demo� 
·Rep. 
lnd. 
No 11:i 

Below 
Average : 

· Demo. 
Rap. 
Ind · • 
No m 

NA_i DK: ; 
Demo. 
Rep . 
.Ind . · . 
No. ii) _  

 . PARTY PREFERENCE AND  . SOCIAL ci,,Ass· . . (percent) 

• Fi!thei: . Motbei: . Ie�gb�U:§. . ·lU.a1s t�t§. 
li:Q.- B-C . - . � � W-C B-C 

• '  

71 l+8 24 46. 2
i i, 61 3 l+o · 31. l+J 

52 35 37 15' 40 27 
30· 32 )O '?-7  33 27 

$9 
� 

41 18 20 33 
·� 

48 48 ai 
41 

31 ;o 42 
�5 ;, !ti , · 61 l+l 1+2· 1 

6· 11+ 21+' 20 9 12 
4 16. 10 , 17 16 21+ 

' 7  19 ·,_' . l3 31 · - 12 · . - 23' .. ,  
1; 2'1' 9 . a1 _ 15.'  . 23 

' o 6 · · 2 i2 · o ia 
·•3 3 3  . l · ; 10 

  . 2 · l S .  · ·  O ii : . : 'l . 15 · 
o o  o · , . 9 9· 

W-C B_-Q 

30. 
3lt-

29 
lf+ 

37 3l 
33 23 

3? 41 
32 ,2 
35 .  27 
30 36 

18 11 
16 21t 
20· i9 
12 23 

· ll+ . 24 
18 10 I 

8 28! . . 
24 . _ 18 

l!e�a 
� � 

2 0 a 
7 0 
3 0 

48 41 
;9 48 

,� 
50 
41 

>+7 ,o 
29 41 
39 · 38 
52 ;o 

- o 1a 
4 7 
o· 12 

 3 . 9 
 • : •

•
' ": 

W-0 :  Demo.= 5'6; -�.ep.= 114; Ind·�:::' 60; No II) :: 3� . , N's  . . . . ' ·  ... . . -- _.. . . 
·B-¢ : De.mo.= l?; �9p.,= · 29 ; Ind .= . 26 ; 1'Io . ID = 22 •  

. ' . · ·. ' . ' , . · , " ' 

: : 

,a 

- -      

--

  

 

. -   

 

   
     



 Whe.p. party preference is examined while controlling 
. . , . . . 

tor class, it · 1s to�d that the sequepce at the AAOYi ax-
?rag� level which fin.ds Democrats- l)eing 111ost favorably 

disposed toward� t_he· r�fare.nts is _only true of the white

�ollar ·students; the pattern of , tbe blua-eollar student� 
. . . 

at . the Al!PYSi- AYer3ga level 1s irregular ,  and lacking  � a 
! . -  

; 
r ; , .; ,  

common pa�ter��; At · the �- wei:,�@ level , there 1s ' a  

�imil� lack of pattern in the :rEtspo.nses of either class  

level,. 

fbus, · 1 t 1s lik�lJ that wh,t appeared to bEt a 

pattei-n of responses in the nori-¢1ass -controlled data 

at the U9Yi ·averw:· )..ev.el is· actually an artifact of 
 . ' t · ' 

the h��h proportion :pf wtiite�collar students :,in the 

populatio�4' 
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All other groups beoome more critical or shcn,, no net 
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: . . . +n s��:r� · , .the��; �� -A �ela�i�lls�_�i. b�tween . party-. . ' ' 

pret:e:rence and th$ evalulit1oii of the referent v1s-a.;.v1s 
. .  " • • • '1 •• • 

,..  ,  � • '1• .._ � ' • 
. 
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pen:dents, or wll'o claimed · �'Qt to have thought .ot party 
; . • · •

: •: ; ; : : : ! : ' / ' I : ! !  j : • \. ,  ; I ,• :  : ,  '  • > ' 

prefe��nce at all � 
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� i • , � • •· ·, • • : • • 1 :  I '. ' ' , !  •: ;, ,"� i ::•.,. ' ,'..',:, , • 1 . '. i  . ,; • •  � i • • ; . - :� ,:'.:°' , •" : ,: ; : �  ;••, ' ,   • ' '._ • : ; t ·: 
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lie� ·,P.�·t;. '  
. 
B.o·t� ,; g�Q�ps , 1d�nt1fy�g ··

·
�i�� �h� :majo� . ' : f; ' •.·• ' '. :  ;, 1 � • •, ,' • ,  �,! t,· I I ,•  • i • •, , 

: 1. ' : 
, ' ' 

• , '. ,  • , J I 

parti�s,. were• _hQw:e,rer, mor� ta.v�r�b�e at bot� levels than 
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oriented  toward$' the rete!!:ents than  are :the students who . ' , , . ' ' '  ' ' ' 
. 

; \
. 

', 
. . . 

.  ' . . 

are Bon;_Iderit1tiers .  . �here 1s no detini.te sequential pat-
' . . . . \ . ·. . . . � ' :  .  .. . . 

tern to , ,t�� :�svel<?pment . of percept1ons or · the. reterents 

   

         

    
       

  

   
   

     

      









,I · , , 

!1  • '?aa6hers;� .  N�xt to·; tQe father , �he m6st ·t�vol'at,ly 
· 11 · · : ·: y• , ; · · . , : :/;7 " : : : · · ' ; }  ... , : : · ; ! i. : ! , .  ' '  ' · .< , ·  ' ,  ' ,' · .,, : �   . .  , ·, _ . : : . . · .. _ ,· · ,  · , , 

, perce�ve� p�l1t1cal r�ferent 'is the tea�her , wo · aohieves  � ' Ji . ' .. .' . ' . . ' :  ' : ; , ' . . . .  \ : . . . . ' 
this , posit·ion ·witb a ·great , -deal · or ·  assist-�nic·e· from\the 
, , ).y · ·, , : : ' . · '  ,-, · '.;, ' · · . ' . ·  · ·•·· .J;.  ; : . , . ·· : ·· , ·  ; . . . : ' ; ;  ; . , , . .  . .  
tw�lfth-grade students of a.ii types �: . . ·�be favorable ·posi-

· :
·
. � -

1
: . �_ .:· . · ; �- .. , :_ , ; ; , ;

. , •  · _ � !_' _;" _ . : _  •  . \ � ; : ·\ .'
,._

.'. _ 1

1 

.
.

. • 
' 

 

··: •  _ . ;, _ t : '  , · :  - <  ; · ; . ,; : ; ,; ' • 
t i_pn which ·teachers enj oy r_e;ga:rdJ.rig ·t}?.eir ·poiitlcal' tdeas 

 -:� . : - . . 'fl_ ; . . . I ' 
' 

.,'.
• 

• 
• 

 
• .

. 
M ' ,. ! , • , ·  '. . •  ' ' .· 'L � , • �' .'. ', ' • ' : • • ( •  • '  ' ' ' : ' ! .  • : ,' ..  • 

v:Ls-�'�vis . twel:tth..,;gr��e students  represents an increase 
' •  l 

• 
;� '. 

'
 

' 
� : , '  

•
, 

 • I 
• 

• , 
. 

 • 

•  . 
1 

; : : : , 
• 

' • : • 
1 .' '.  •  ,; •• • i  '  ' • ' f ' I 

 ' 

. 

•  

· _ ·  9t '.!4o parcen..t 1n · the pr.or,qft:1.o.n . of' abgy§ 'average· re·�ponses 
I ;,  

•  
'

·
. : 

. 
" 

• • 
·

•I: � 

. 
' 

: .
· . 

'
'
: 

. • • 
'· 

·, 
 ; .  ' 

. ! . j  • 
• •. • • ·

• I   • • '  • J • '  ' :  ' : ' \ '  ' I . j I  • .  '.  ' .__ .  ' ', re*eived ov�r those reoeivetl_ ·from . ni.Jith--grade students .  
;, ' : ', ! 

. . �ss favorably orierited to�a.rd ·. teachers; ' are' those 
j! . . u • '  

 

gr6ups ' with� ttie' �tu�e�t - p6pul�t1ozi:_ �Olding �6siti�ns 0� . 

' '; 
, · / 

 
>  . , . -

. 

 

 '. : . · ' 
' ·, . 

.  ' 

 

. 

 

: 
' 

 

; 
; 
·.
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

' 

 
 
 

 

. .- :· ' . ' . .  
. 

· lo"{er ,st.atus 1n the school : nin.th-gr�de· students µi- their 
i . . ' .. ' " ,  . . '. : ' , ·, . . · : .  ,  . ·  

f�s� - 1ear 1n high school ,: students With, p·oor grades , and· .  ,   . 
. · ::  . .

. 
" 

. 
. . ' . ' , · : , . . .  . members of the blue-collar class�  

A • '
. i; , :MiQ&ster:s:,/ Nextr t6 - - �he �e�r-,�oup , min1st�rs are 

' , , • . ' . 
• .  I .  , , •  ' •  

'l : , 
 

' •, I ' : • , ,: '  
 , , - '  the: least favorably perceived -among the referents .' '. '?here 

��i . th<>tigb, : g:ro�ps- ' who : gitre . �iri1st��s above aye;ag@ �V�llla-

 t-i�hs a�pro�6h�g . 50 peree�·t rate-•
. 

Most· favorably  Oztiented 

gr��ps concerit1.pi . th-� po:i.ft16al • '1c1eas of ministers  are sopb .. t • .  • .  • ' ' �  ' • ' . ' 
omdres/; apd bl�E•c:pll� m'�nibers . · . ij1ghly critical : views are 

, ! , . ; ,. r ,1 , �  • •  .- •, . • _ ,  • , • • •  
,�, • • • .  . • •• , . � . 

bei'd by fresh,rn.en ap.d p oliticai : lndependents ; 
ii ' 

. .  twi :*.:.Arrow.; : . 'l:h.e question as - to ·,,it:d.0·11 - groups 
: r . . - �. .. - . .  -

· see:: tbeir pe�rs most favorably as . political ref' erents is 
not/ a. pa.rtlcula.rly' me�ingfuJ,.. one 1n a sensa , . since rio- group . : . . : - . .  · ,  . .  . . . .  I  -. · .  . ,  . . . . . ; _  . . . Uiakes mor_e than 1, percent of tha evaluations  or their peers . ' '? . ' . · .  ' . . ' ' '  · .  . 

as being' sibrete average; '  rnos t' 1 groups respond �onsiderably 
'.f · ,  .  ' . � . ,·  ':'. . ·· - . .  . " _  ' . 

 . ' :  · ' !, ' ' 
i 

.  I 
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. �- . ;,_ ·, �· · ' - �; . • . . .. ' ' 
. 

I · · . . 

ie;ks favorably than. that�  · ',t'he most favorable responden'ts, 
' . . ' 

thpse making 15' aboye uerage evaluations out of each 100, 
,· 

ark the fJ;"eshmen Republica.D,s • . ?�e ri�xt most favorable 

g�'bup,$ ar� only hair a� ��h  so as are the fir.st-year Be- . 
publicans. makirtg abqye - ayer1.ga ·ratings in onit eight per-

i: ' • • r •  ' I 

ce-t:,it of the _cases· • .  Jhese groups inc,lude white-collar Re-

publicans, .  twelf'th-grade' Jfopublidans; ,  and J tudents of 
: ' , . . . 

· 
mediocre ac�dem,i¢ aehieveirt�nt. · Among · many gr6ups i there 

1 i  • 

is 
11
ncr>t . to .be · tound everi . on�:(i s

.
tµdent �illing to rate 

'I, · 
. 1  i , . • • 

 
I ; . •. !½ • : ; : , , '. <· : · . ,'

, 
. . 

· po�itical .ideas of bis peers at f a�gve ayera.ge•, ..  : . . ',  ' , , '  . . 
' , ' ' ' 

Seve�al groups �e  highly :crit.1ca1 of t�ail' ,, 
•; I • 

the 

peer-

group as pol1t1eaL:,'i��fa.rents; · witl:l- . as many as 7'o percent 
. 

� 
�! . 

. 
' 

• 
f : •

 ' 
• 

 
". j : ,: 

• 
' • 

' 
'
'. ' ' . ; 

• . . • . ' 
. 

' • ,, ' 
 . 

fi4d1ng the p·olit·icaJ. . idea:s of th�ir peers to· be belqw 
' !, . : . ' !,  

• . ' , •  ! •  , • . · . · ·. ' : , · 
; . .  - ' \ '· . .. . 

u�ragi . .  These g�oups inofude ���b.Q�ade stude�ts and 

th;se who .claira to have
. 

ne��r 
.
tht>ught  of .

. 
a political part:, 

!' 
..._ ,; . '

. . , pref eranc� • . . . .  1;! ,  .  ' .  
'i . . 

§wrun¥Z.• In general , tht3 highest evaluations are 

gi;�� to fathers ;nd . teac,h�rs, fqllowed by the mother , 
, '  >! . . '  . . •• . . . .  . miriisters ,  arid the_ peer•g:rqup , in that order . 

· ;. 
. ·, It �ppear� t�at the father is the most favored as 

· · a ,  �e�e:rence point ·tor p6l1tioal ideas by. the P�rryville 
f, ,. : ,  

 ' •  . 

};lig'b school stud·ent·s . Iils highly regarded pos1_t1on in 
. ' . • ·  - ' 

this respect 1s the result of  a comb1nat1cm ot factors. 

In 'the �aj ority· of fatailiee he is the ac.knowledged 
. � 

 . . ' . 

  
  
 

         

 



:1 
I' 
'.i 

·I 

!i 
 ;'l- ·, • . 

'• 

l; 
1 ,. ; \ 

aiithor�ty' f'igu.t-a & . he ; ·1s  listened to and obeyed in
0 
matters 

coyer'in'.g a  w:td�' •rarige of 'oontents ·  and iinportancef-  He 
i  ' \ 

ai:�o· ' acts ai ,a mediator . between :the
1 

home and  its environ-
" 

ment . and ' .t��: WOf+d . . Qutside_ , and 1�. thus soug�t · by the of'f ... 
. : .. . ' . . ' . . " . ; ._ ·' . ' , ' . ,l' . , .  . 

. .  
sp_ring as ai  agenoy · of transm1ssio� and translation 

I • 

:
, '.- :

. 
,;,, ' • ,• , , 

• 
1

_ 
: ) 

• •
• ' : • ' 2 ·  v��..:���+s the ch.1?:d' :;and . �he ,non-faµiil�al . e�vlroFerit. 

In the . oase
.
of . �h� mother, her a1.1thority . as re-

g8f<1,s tbe �tSld$ !;he hO)ll
e 

.�
ea i9c l;.e.'!� stJl9°'g .tban tbe ' 

�a'ther• s, ·slie 1.s.·· iookeg, upon as the translat6r: of the 
•� �•

 

• 
C '

. 
� / 

• 0 ', 

• ,

:
'
: 

•

:.. 

' ' 
• 

• 
' 

• • 
• 

• 

' • 

 

'
• 

' 

' 
� 

• 
• ' • 

 

!  
: 

 . 
 

• 

• I 

' 

• 
,• ' : ' 

 

, ui;�er��l,, hOJil� .�:nvl�onment , an �r�� in, w.hich · polities 

ar:: n�t . ot-�.e·� : S
1

��n a� an, �1it:e3gr�1· , p���:3.. ihuS 9 since . . ' I ' , I 
 •

, •_

 

 

'  , • I
' 

:· ,

_ 

, . . , 
• .

; 
I i  , . . I , , I 

'
, 

\ I  ' :  ·,    
• 

; • • 

it!; .i�L �otL her ,_: dein�+A.; . tbe . mother is le$s highly . regard.ad 

as�_ ;co�o�r:ri� , -�et> .pol;��i�al. ··idea�.   
. .  . .  . 

,·�1 • • • ' ,  ,' ,  
' 

I 
• 

 
' 

 
 '. • 

• 

r . �ther . t�tUl . . �he t�ther , . . �he most respected refer- . 
;  , I, ; 

• ' 
' 

' 1 • I 
• 

' 
• 

• • • 
• ' ' • 

• • •   
• � ', 

\ '  ' • 
 

• • 

��� 9 .as r�g�a.s}lis pqlitfC8:l . ideas � is, �he teac�er � ,  :��e 
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i.  . ., . . . . 

the father, . .  the t.�aoher acts as a · translat_or or the external 
. . .  , .. ·r 

. . . .  i . , 
I. , , �· ' , , • 

• , •  • • 
• , 

• 
'· \ ' : • , 

, 

. en�ironment ; .it 1s prectsely tqis 'a.cti�it;y which migh� be 
, . .  

_; 
. . . . . ,  . .  ' . . . . . . , . . . . ' .  · ' 

te'rmed . the core .of his prqfession.al duties • . High school 
:·; 

' ·
, . ' . . . , '  • ' . ' . · . : : , 

kl • 
' 

 • •  
 • 

te:ac,t;1e.r s ,  . . :t>eca-qse: 9f th?�r cl,�e contac t ,wit_h ,their . stll-

q.�nts often .exert .  a .pro:f'ound , 1.nf'ilience o� . th� per,sonal:J,ty 
' · . .  ' . ' 

. ' ' . . . . . ' . . : . 
.  . . 'i. 

. . . . . 
�d in�ell�c tµ.9.1  ci�v��pment  of theµ ¢har:ges,:C! fh�$ , 

:• •  .· . , ' . .  , ' .. 
' 

. 

_ 1Hyman, QR.� cit. , pp � 3¢, $) . 
2:t�id . . 

'�1 • 

' , .  3lbidA . 
4El1zabetb B ,  Bar10Clt; M;essftf' e��· (New .�ork, 

Mj:Graw•Hlll ,  19,;> , pp . ·· :3 o;..3 �, �92�: · · l] 
, ·, ' 

 

•



,' ,: 
l' 

· - · · .... . . 

;i- ' '
 . . 

•.  . · ·: . 
t�1achers ·  .tnay •· be · ·ohosen · �s authority.figures to . an: :extent 

' :t!, ' : :· 1
'  • ' ' ' . . 

b�iyolid · tbat · which- ' the:, hold such a -position ·. by, . virtue of 
. , , - . . - ..  ' . . 

-' . 
-  

tt{eir• 6ccupat1onai role ; · ·their author-ity · may be trans• 

f:��r�d froni th� $pecifically. class-ro� situation to 

other �eas 1n th.� percept ions of their  students.  
I; 
" . . . . ' ,, 
,, In the .evaluations of the adolescent respondents , 

• 
I 1  

th'e· political' · ideas of minis ters hold an artdmalous: posi-�; :, . . . . - . . . . .  
 . . : ' 

: 
 

ti?n" Although ministers ar_e generally respected members 
\, 

ofj: the - c ommunity,  speaking with great authority within 
. . 

sp:ecifiQ realms , their ·polt�ical ideas are rate� as the 

po;�re�t of all of the adult referents . · .. That • minister s ,  

· whose authority in religious matter s is  virtually. unques.-� 

tioned , are c onsidered so lack11'1g in authority on '°i:l011t1• 
,. 

cai matter s ,  suggests t�at rel igion . -1s not perceived as· 
ii ' , · . · 

sai1ent to the envi:rorunent 1n the way that politic s  is : 
1: 

that 1s , t�ough religion may be of importance to an ind1• 
I . · , .  , 

vi�ual , its --precepts · are not seen as having any c onnect.1on 

with the political world . If such a condition does -per-
i . 

tain, it_r �ay be eypothesized that an individual referent ' s  

poiitic� ideas will 'be evaluated in d_irec t proportion to 
. 

,1 
. 

. 

'.! 

th�if 1>,eroeive� n�ar,ness or d.i s tance to the secular 

world as it 1s defined by the individual evaluator : the 
i ,  . • . 

mofe secul�., the better •. . ·· . i   • ' •  • 
• ' 

. . ' 

'?he political ideas of the peer�group come under 

he,vy fire from •most of the �dolescent population. The 
,, 

la;ge-sc�e reject16n· of·. th� politic•al ideas - of pears ' i � . . . .  . . 
'  . . . ' . . 

 1n�icates by implica;tion, ttiat the Perryville $tudents 
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dq; not see politics as salio.nt to their QWn personal 

mi:;i�u, but r�ther as an · area whieh: they peroeive , t o be 

th$ province :of . a�q:ttsi . The ' almost- total ,laq� of E3Val- · 

; ��ions of · peers' :is: po��et_ir :pl· :'g9od/ pol�t�cal; ).cleas , '  
,1 . · . ·  .  .   · : : · . . . . . . 

. . ' . . 
. · . .  

together with th,�' overwpelmin� ¢ondenmat1on of : the peer.-
,. , ' 

gr:pup· shown by the high proportion of below averag� rating s  
I, ' ' 

giyen them� · implies a rejectie.nt� of politic s as a. po,ssible 
' ; .. . . . ' . � ' .  

 ar:�a .for wicle-spr:ead y()Uthftil participa�ion , -since they ,SC . ,i _ .. . . 
' . 

 
: ;: .  . ' '\ . -

severely dou�t �l'l,$ j�o�petenee �;'f _ ths.ir 0()1?,�epip()rar;ies . 
I: . I '  ' '

• 
> ; 

• 
! 

' 
• 

' • 
•
, I ' • 

\ : •� ..,• 
 
, 

' 
 ' ,

, •; • 
• 

,
' 

' f I 

• \ : :
, 

•

! t ' 
� :• •  � 

'} : -  , �,e _g;p,�)>�1 , ·h,1P.�t�e�1.s _)r���� · enierge� · from the data 
• 

I 
, 

� < 

• 

: :

•

: : �  \ •f  1 ,  ;
• 

_i , "  \ 

' 

l ' " 

> 
' t  

. 

< ;, • ' { 
 

' 
• 

' 

• 

. , as1 i� · oon��rns: thE3 · .r_efe�e:n,;t� , i� . tt:i�t · th,e more authorita--
·; , 

' l ' ' , . ·  ' , 

tive a referent 1.s .per¢elved, to .be v1.s�a . v1s .the ex.termQ. 
:
1 

 
, I ' 

 

•

, 

 

• 
• .

 
• ,

• ; 
. 

. 
' :  

•

' 
•  '<�. • , ·. • • ' •  _

.

4 .
. : • I ' 

, enyironment, reg�rdl:ess the ' d�g�ee of _affecti�e relation-

sbii, betw.een rerei�nt _ .and' , yo��h� ' r�spondent , :  the higher 
. I; ,   ·, • ' : . 

will b·e tl?,e evaluation of. the referent as a political 
i • • •  

' 
' 

' 
• 

. . . 

figure.  The hypothi,;3s is . emerges from th� observation that 

t�r referen�,s- receiving ihe highest evaluations are the 

rath�r and teachers ,  boi;b.- 1.ndiv�dttais 1;*0 mediate . betwe�n 
li 

yo�th and their external epvironment in an authoritative 

mapner , but· , only one of whom, t,he father , can be auto.in.at

, io��ly assumed to.·' be ·  affectively.;..linked with .the evalua-

. ti;ng .youth.  · . B�th the ID.other and. the .peer-group may be 
!' . , ' 

c onsidered to be more "1�ely t'o be af'fec tively-linked to 
/ ' . ' . 

the respon,den.ts than can ba teacher s ,  but neither of ,them 
:\ . 
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:r ., 
:; 

·
" 

· l  

re,�eive the _pos_itive evaluations concerning their political 
· . id'�as tha.t is accorded the les.s arreQtively-linked refer-

I: 

e�t, the · teacher. ,  T��s, . J.n tbe ·fea� or . poi1t1cal ideas, 
j ., • 

a�tbority takes precedence over af't�ctive relationships in 

leading to f'ave>rable perceptions:i 

!b&. iw-OrpUJl§ 
� . 

In selecting the varia�.e,s for analysis, th� at-

te�pt was made
0 

to choose 0�1 thos� varjables whi�h were 
'  . 

l�ely to be c�mmOll to all. students ,in conventi.onal high 
'.f � 

· sc)lools., regardless ot any regiqnal .oi' en.viro.nmental factors 
•i '   . 

· wb,�ch might occur  :in . specUic cases. · !h-is was done to min-
i i  . ' " . imize as much as possible those· f'ac�ors whi�h might be 

. =1 
• 

·id:Iosyncratic .to · the particular Per.�yville situation:. 
,, 

'lhµs; although the J)e:ryvUle groµp can in no way be con-
- . . . 

sidered as· a sample of · . some . 1argE3r, ·.Dlore general popula-
:: 

 

> .. , " 

. . ;) . . . 

ti;pn per se, theu,_· responses may suggest hyp9theses which· 
1,  

 

' \ •  ' 
 

' . , 
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ar;� appl�Qable ·to . ' a wid� population of high school students. 

Tb�s9 . the variables which wer·e examin� were those concerned 
;; 

 
1 . 

' 

w�th roles common to all students ,  wt:i.ether enrolled :1.n the 
,, 

Pe,ryvUle .high sc!'tool , . or some other traditional . public 

high ·s�hool .. · . ·?be.se v�ia:t>les ware tested 1n order to. 
de:termine if the various role-�roups ~among the Perryville . . , 

:1 . 

st'lldent population would . ditferent�ate in their evaluation 
,, 

• 11 ' .   
' • 

ot• the political ideas, Qf the several referents. fbe dit• 

t'erent1ated responses exhibited by . the total population 
 :'. T · ,1 '  

ii 

1n
11 

re�ards to specific referents provided strong basis · . : 

              



for tti:e assumption tt_iat •
.
_ specific · role.:.group� would also 

, ,; . , I ,  

_ di;ffer_ 1n their evaluations , �lis�· as had the _ total pop-

ull:ation 1D -th�ir --. evaluations of s�ec_1f1� referents� 
. . The v�iables examined wares ;  sex, . grade-placement , 

· · -s�cial class,, µiaj pr c,ourf;e of · study·, · :grade�ELver�ge, and  
, I ' 'f • •  ' ' , 

• 
' • \ 

po�itical - party ·preterenc:e,i The major control. variable 
Ii , ' . , - was social class , and w.s - usecl as - a control in · conjunction r· . . .. 

w:tith each ot the above variables.·\ . . · . . 

·:: �. , 
,, 

- !! Social ·class was chosen · a� the. control variable 
!i 

.because of 1ts pervasive · inf'l.uence. upon  the behavior of 
, •I . 

. , 

ari'. -ind1Vi4ua.l; , �v� · if · such individual.: 1s {10 adolescent .• 1 
:;   ·  •. 

. 
. . 

The- medium of selt"'"1dentit1c�ti0li was U:3ed to determine 

th'.e. student.-• i3- social. class membership for two reasons : 
1: ' .  

,. 
�oiig its p·oss1bla definitions, social classes may be 

c·oµsidered �o be psycheolog1oally-.based groupings 9 com• 
' 

' 
·. 

. , 

m�ing a11e·g1arices or their members, and ·structuring 

th'eir behav1or i 2 'a;propriat� criteria. tor an emp_1ricallJ• ., 

· or:1ented judgments of social elas·s, structure and member

sh:ip are difficult · to obtain tor youth; '  due ' ,tQ their 
1! 

' ' .  . 

.  

1c�� Holling�head.• -�-1·· - Warner , ·JU. .M•, Ibi,<!d James _ 
.West ; Pl&ffli,U.e, t1, §, �•· t  (:New York

_
-: Col

_ 
�bia Univ_ersity e 

· · Press,  19,. 1 ; ,,_Rob.el't -$:� ·and Halen Merrill- Lynd, Middle-
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l��k ot selt-determ1nat4,on ot many. · ot the1r statuses , and 

.t�eir 1·ack ot accurate j.nf orma tion  co�cerning the various 

s�atuses ot their: parents , e. g. specific occupation and 

iric.oine data , which might . be utilized in the determination 
I • • 

o� class membership. of the_ famUto 
ii 

· 1 ��\. When the - var�able or sex was examined, it was 
- ;  ' .

· 
:' . 

' 
', ·  ,. . 

. . : . 

t�d that girls wer·e consistently more charitable in their 
·!. 

e�aluations of' the political ideas of the referents than 

were bOJSJ . that is , girl's were ·  m.6re�' 111tei1 to give abova 
. · ; 

' , . - ·  , : 
.

. . ,. ' .  
' ' . '  

averaga evaluations , tuld - 18$S likeiy to give be1oy ayaragq 
y . . "   • � .' ; ,' .  , l 

, 
, 

.
  

 
. . 

_ evaluatigne , than:! were · boys, _r�t.Iardless of' the referent, 
I, • • 

; : b�� especially tr�e in· the case of the mother and ministers. 
•1 , 

· - 1f�e · espeo'ially high evalµat�ons - given the mother and mini-
, • · 

 11 _ .  ' ' .   '  • '  · ' ', �   • · ' ,.  ' • 
·   , • . . 

stars $uggest that although girls may well perceive poli-
1: . 

. !: . . . . . . ' .   . ' 
tics as . part ' of the ext�r�al environment , they do not 

, , 
- ne'cassai-Uy approve · ot this' ·  conhection9 since the two · fig

· ur�·s · wose . evaluations are mo.st dU'f'erentiatad by sex are 
' !  

f_1.�ures _ not ·: :considered · · to be : wo:rld�y 1ri a s�cular way; 
' ' . . . 

• politics being · gereraily considered a worldly a.rid secular 
: 1  

• • 
.  . • , 

ar:ea . ·The analye1s · ot th·e r�spc;,nses bi sex suggests that 

wb'en evaluating pol1�1oal referents,. females may be less 
, • , . I 

l�ely than J;ilales to 'b�s.$ -their evaluations o.ri politic ally 
' 
r1 

 

re1evan� .factors, · and more on · cl'.laracteristics salient to 
1! ' ' 

other areas .1 

,  
. 
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�igber grade-levels , , untu by t�e · senior year , . the te�oher. is 
["

: 
'"

;_
; 

1 "  •
• , , ; 

: 
• 1' 1 , 

• 
•

 • , ( : . • 
,,
1 ·• 

/ ' � · : 

-

• : '.  , 

. 

' ! i. '' I •' • �  ! : ,.  ' !  f ' .
, 

; 

. 

, , j  

tle most bigb+y rated :·ref·�rent • . :  ·this � gests that the pol-
, ,· ", ; · _ . , 

' ( '  • � ' • , / , 'r •  ,.: ·, :.  .
 
· • 1 ( . • ;',  · , ]  .. :, · r � i �_ ·_ · '. : , . : ' : _ :_ . : 1 : : : 

itical-int�llectual. hor1z6.ris · ot adole$cen.ts bl'Qaden through 
, '. : :;  

 ' , 
, C ' • : • • •.-� " , 

' 
'
. 

_

' 

: • '_,~; 
.
'<

. 
..' " r ; 

. ' 
.

. : 

. 
. . , 

.
. • 

the high : school  .years,. ��-µ��g,,. them ·-to become· less relian.t 
' :, ,i . . : . :  ' .' . . I ,  ' • • .  • ' . .' • • ' , .  . . I 
. ® · �hair parents ·as · a .source of political information or '1 , . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . 

 , , . ad�i�e. ·  ihts, • ·is . p�tially . c��robo�ated · by th� dro� in. ta;-
/ 1 ). i_ :  ·: � '. j, - - _- · -

1 _:  :-' , ! • '. : · .  _  •,
.
_i .· · , ·  : � :  : · · · . 1  '. • . ! : : � · •, :_ .. .  ,_ : : · : · f ·  \ 

. . or'ability , 'suffered  l>Y the efal�ti,011·� �f the ,poli�_ical ideas . 
� , : ; , �! • • : ' ; ' ,' ' I • 

• ( , l , • 
 . 

:' ; : ' ' 

' 
\ 

• 

ot; . the · mother • 
.  ,  _ 1) ' -� .  , , : , ,   :  ·., ,/' '  ' ' : • ' : ·;: ·: .  

Qgurse . . .Q[ Studg  g GraclEt-Average. ·' ArllOllg the 
_ : . } ' � �· _ ; ,  _: '. -;, .  . :  : ; ' ; :: ;  ; ,  .    • ': : ·, :� _ 1 , · · : _ :,.:: : · , ·: . 1 : ,. ' "  . . , 
variables' exani'inea wei-e three which could be · considered as  . '· ' i: ' . : 

 
: . .  · ·, . : · , 

. 
' : . . . ,' . '. ' . . i :

. . 
' .,\ . : : 

. . 
. . .

. . 
+

. 
' •
.· : ·. . . ' :  

. 
:· · : ;  ' cr.wte :Dlea$tlr�s of _success, or lack thereof, �d c�ncom1t-

. t: ,· : . . . . · .  . . .  . . I ·  . .  •  ,  
. ·· �tly , .as �dioat.ors of prestige, bo c:,f these var,iables 

)l��e conqernecl with sucQess
-
�r pre�tige - tithill the school 

��tuation1 gr·ade�ave;r�g� and 
_
maj or �ourt� ot s�udy. the 

 :i . . . ; . . . . , . . . , ; . . 
 . . ; . •  . . . , . -. . . , . . I 

:tt:

o

:::z:::·1:::
a

:�::;.
ee r success or 

, A; �ig
 
b 

- ��acl;t=t•ave
_ r:

age 
. 
�. ay be ; c9ns1

!

4ered 
_ _ 

indi
. 
cative 

tb'.�t the student is • ,succ�ssful within the school, and 1s , 
i,  ' ' 

. . . 
' ' ' :  . . .  : '  · ' . : ..  · . . . , . ,  

 
  . 

one of the measures of suo·cess used. by . lay people within. , -  . . . .   
I 

. . . 
t�e c;,apmuni�y to gallge achievement within the sc�ool �cl 

.1
• 

• • . • • 
: 

. • 

 
I 

a�a194 Qonoollli.tant i,7·e��ige:. io many persons , a high 

1i;t · should -, �.e·
. ·rio��d\ t��t ... �the' . senior y�ar is· the, 1• traditional 

plac·e in · the ¢uri"iculum for the ·most  po:J,itical of: .:tb� 
n,igb . school: soc4a,1 science courses , Problems, ifl·. Arn�rican . 

. �ar,ocracy or . f3ome, · ��ilarly. ti tl�d cour ' e ,. or the' more 
traditional. Civics;  · ,·  " . · . • . : '  . 'j . . 

,  ,, 

il 
!t ,, ,, 
!'-., 
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their per�ep_�ioii��: of - the ·�nv.�onme.n_t , and 'as :  it affects: 
•

. ,  , . J
, 

: I 1 , 

, 
' 

'
�

• 
� : 

• 
; 

• · ;  ' 
• 

l � j ; : ' •
. '. 

' 
• 

· .them� · of �he� ; self-image. -::Thus , s�u<ien�s poss�ssi.r;lg .   . .  . " .. ' '  . 
. ., . . 

. 
. . ' ' .  ,1 

�h�. succesii, �h��cte�i-,st:i.c� .·oi< high, : �a�r-average, college ·  
PJ'.8parEi�ory cour�e ! o:r.�: st'1cly, ·and high sok1a1 Class will 

. 
, 

'. :

. -   
, 

. 
' 1 :  _. . 

' 
,: 

· 
: 

' 
' • ,  : 

ll ' 

. . 

have gr�a��r :prestige w;tt�ip. tbEf �'p�Uµit
l:"7
' th� their   ,. 

, . , . ·, , ,_ , . . . I 
lo� grade�average , -non�oliege prepa!'atoI' y  major ,  low 

' . . ' 
' ' 

1 · 

il(1Cial Clas� cl!nt81]!P�/µ'1�s� , , j 
· · • · . · . · 

. 
, · - When· th,L responses of the sueoes f'ul versus:�mie! . . ,  • , ' .. .   . .  .   I' .  . . ' ,.,-,.,·, w, , :• .. 

:::�:::��s:;:7:�::::�::�::: •;::l:::::s::i::ts· 

. • ,  . • . . •  _ ,  . . ,_ ' c ' • · • • .
. 

. 

• .  • - • 
. l . - . - . . . : · ot · the political/ ··14eas . ot.·· the . referaijt;$ ,)as . �ompared ·w1�� 

- . th�ir less suc6essfui' �ontemporar1es� . _ - Eic�ption� were '  . . - . .  · . . . . .
. 

. . . . . . ,  'I  . . .. 

�$ualif· ;tn_.' th� . �.a¢e gf _ the - :p�er;vo� • .  . j ,  
i 

!ha_ bkceptions ·.at: �i 
·,l:S,

 
���-,,· -- r· , . . : · - . 

. t�e· m�f�- fayor;t.1.'bi� · a�titud�J� chruta<lteristtc. of the 

, ' · ' , ,  ' ' . ' . • ' ' ' ' . '.  ' !1 . .  
mo:re succ_�tasful stutjents . .  leads to  this hypotbeffls : · . - suceess 

:::::e:::::::\::e:��::
ij

:
t

::�:\:
$ lt:::::b0

:�::
1r 

 .  . . ,  , · - . , .  .. ,  · · .. . , · , :  , · - . : . _  . Ii. · . . _ .  · . . · . e<iucat1o�'1 -an�· - �QQ_ial ' e�r�Qtunelit · e,n�enfer� atti�lides � 

or1entat1o�s
. 
lfhi.Ch . �.r:u;()Ul';,.j.!e the deve1°1erit or r;,.vor;,.b;t.e 

�e�cept:ions of the - po11t1Q.al ideas. of ot,er·s\ It would 

be 
•· 
eltp�e ted tb�I: ·

•
· ttl�s,� ».◊��ti i/e · Pof i tiC1 ori<m �a uons 

WOIIJ;d riPt b<i :J:il'!ited to �be  politieiaj. idt" ()f Sele�.ted 

re;eients', -but would extend .tnto otner ptlitic� se�to��� · : 
' :  if > '. . ' . 

1, 

  

J 

   







" 

�   ---•� . -

• •  . :j 

uera;f$e _ responses to 9:11 of the_ - referents j
1

except the peer-

group are arranged in da.•s¢�nding _order f'r�m most to  least 
' I 

often favo�ableJ it is .f'ound · that this is !the reverse order 
· · • I � .  ; I . i 

<>f' the non-oOJDJDital, · @v8ra.ge responses. - 'Jhus party prefer-
. . ' ·  . : < ' ; ' . .  _ ·  _

 

· , 11 , ' . 
ence,, favorableness _ of' orientat��,. and pj:litical -comI11it-

ment are found to be inter�elated. i1 i; 
, 

I; 
., 
I! 

• · . • •
•
. 

. 
• . • I;  · ' . · ,. · · II 
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The basic · pr�blem uod·er examination wai;a te> deter-

mine wh�th�r or not v�iQUB rol!'•11roups +J!.I! M. adolescent, 

high s�hool , poplij,ation_ <iitferentiated in Jbeir evaluations 

ot the political '4iiil.s ot the:2:1°• father; mf tber , teacbers� · 

m�isters, and 
_
their

.
peer-grouJ>J and wbetrer . or not .there 

were ·differences · in- tpe . eval��_ions Dl8.de' ry vario,us · sub-
. :!  ' '· 

groups w1,b1.n  th�., to�al population. · jl . . , • • ' ;I 

The bypothas�s• escaped ':· disc�ntirmlt1on , i.e. there 
' ,  :' . . '  , . · 

 

•  
. 
· _  

. 
 . 11 · . · 

.  

' 
. 

' were subs��i1a1 variation·s· in the ev�u�
1
�1ons give� by 

the students  tq ·each _referent, .and with�I the · populat�on9 

specific role�groups ha4 . significantly d��r·erentiated par-
. ' . . .  '  . 

 ; ;. . ; ' ' , . . ii ; ceptions of �be reterents'., -· · ;  · i' · . . . 
d 

In gener�i ,. the m,ost favorably pirceived referents 

war$ the father at)d ,�fa<llierS ,. 1'0U0W� j t�ia mQthel' and 

ministers, ·with the peer•�gr�uP; . tr,ll�g · ,ar 
_
behind·. : · 

_ .  �om this data emerged  the, tenta.Ti�v,e: hn,othesls · .that 

the more
.
autho.ritiltive _ a referent 1s: perd<:liv$4 �e be· vis-a-vis 

- - · .  ·. - . . - · _ : ,.  · , · - • _ _, · ·  ,. - 11 , - "-' ' ,  . .  · · -  ' · 
. ·.the external. e.nv�o��nt •, - r.�JJ�rdl�ss _  of lhe .de¢:r�e.. 9.t affect-,_ 

 .  ' .   '  '  , . 
 i. 

 \   \ \ 
i ,  
i 

. I . .-.,_,. I ii 
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;, 
ive ra;ationship between · referent and yo�tbtul. respondent, 

the higher will be tbe . evaluations  of th� referent as a 
•; . , . ' . · !/ ' . :  
political figure. · . lbis came from the ob�:ervation that the 

two referents re�eivi.rig the highest ev:�Jat1ons were ·the .   . . 'I . . . . . •· . ' I . 
· ·  fatbei,- 8.lld teachers ,

. 
liotb • Ug,lt!>� .who me,iat!l between .youth 

and their -extern:a:1 environment · in -an authoritative manner. '  . . · ' ' , , '  It ' ' ' . . 

' :AJJ�ho�h the · .f�ther �ay be ' assumed ' ,to be l/arf�ctiveiy linked 

with the youtiµ>ul res·pondent , �oth �lie m�tber and the peer� 

group may be 'cons1d�red·. more .l,ikely ' than l the • teacher to 

. interact - affectively .with · ·1;be : :respon�.e.ntJ : Yet neither re-. '  ' ' 11 
ceiveA · tbe: -pos.iti,re eva1uat1c.�nis : �c�:ord� II the less af'�ective-

Iy-liajted_ !efe:rent , the· teach� . . . J! 
I' 

 • : -ong- th� role'.9gr9uP,.� , >  those rou.+.d. to be most fav-

. orabJ.y, dislJps;ed tpwPd 
, 
)l>Ei :ref erenta we:rf . t.bose wbo were 

moat successful in , adapting to · the demands • of  educational 

ill!Q.· social:
1 

;;ttt�J;loixs alld St;UOtJU'eS. }tbus , membe:rs ot 
· the · wh1te�collar· ¢lass , �qllege preparat�ry maj o;s ,: stude,nts 

with , td.gh grade.:.average$ •. a.nd members o! I the ' senior class 
, · , . 

I 

w�re m.ost likely: to · �ve : th,a. , most pqsitiye . pe�ceptions . of' 
. I 

the refereats,. ?,he hypothesis  generated i ·by this data :w:as 
i 
I 

that success  for adolesc.ents. which is a resuJ.t of their . . . . · -
. · . . ··· 

. •
.

  I!  . 
. 

salf•perc�ived .�qhievement 1n coming to irerms with their 

· educ�tional anq. s,ociai env�onment enga¥ers atti_tudes 

and orientations wbicil> enoO\ll'age tbe dev�
9P

lllent · or rav

orable per¢eptions �f .individuals as poJ.J�t�e·a1 referents o 
!: . r 
Ii 
11 
1
1 

r 

II 

 

 





, · ,.,- · . .  

!' ' 
· .  · : . . . : .: . _ :  . .- .  ' . , , } . 

_ . . ·: . :, ', . .   · . . . · · : , ' ... : : . ,. , 
.It i� . . expect�d that th6$� h�gper 1�tatU:s groups most 

. ' , . . .. . . ' . . . 
: . • • • • \ . · '

: • • . ·, ·. ' . • · ' L • 
. • ,  • il  '  · _ :  .  ,  ' ' , , . ' . 

favorably disposed · t1oward tne referents will be c·qmpos ed 
• . ', · • · ' . . , ' ; , ·  ' · : : : '_1: , : ; :: ,  • . . :-: . · . i . , II : . > ,  . ::. · . . . of; thos� �ndividtuµs _ whQ_ :\'j��l b_e  ac

_
t1v� _::r,-1rt���: tnan : pas�ive 

parti�1t,ants ill: �be •. jlout��'lOr,J.� at��"! �tta��� . .  t�8� 
maj.ority. This conditioJ;L ·· is -expected- to p$rtai.ri clue to 

the ' ,p<>sltive : or"ieni�\1-on ; to�r� politics -l� � ': �h�le wh1ch 
• 

'
· 

:

' 

' .  
 

• • • • 
' •

• ' · • • : : i , ·  

'
! '; . . ' . • ' ' :"':<: , ), ·. ·. · 11 .  · ', .• ' ' . ; · :". · . ' !

 
; _ 

.

. 

is •implied  by a favorable attitude conoerning · the political . . ' 11 . . 

·1a:�iis ;:,,br • th� i��:re·�etit�: ·. ;'.,,, , ·  · : · · · . . · · · :· 
• ·, �. • • . . , • 

. • : . ' • i • • 
. • • I , . 

' 

·
 . · .• . • · ·• • ·

. 
t�e !d�tll. a��� ,s���t" �bat mOst;, Jild1�i.d�s

. p8r-. •  
ceive · p6lit.ical ·referents •  in· .  gen:era]J.t · s1'.i'nU8i- :wars ;: t_he 

.  
. 

• 
•.

.  ·  . . . ; n 
. 

• . • . . , _. " · . ,  .  , : : - . . • . ; : . , · \ . : >  .- ·  ·. : : . . ·• '., . , : . · I ·   ; . , . ;
. � . . '. . . : . �. .. 

differences . being in the- 'd'egr$�, to,  �i�h 1�hey _s.ee: a 
 

' 

' 
• 

j 

.

_
·

.
. .  

 

 

 , _ , ' , · : . I · :, , .
I 

{ I ' ' ' '
 . . " particular referent 'as good . _6r ·bad�- · . Thus/, .it  'ti�uid

 
be ex-

pected that a: boniogeneou� group ·or: indiv�duals' 'wouic i 
ar-

. · . , . . . : . .  :. . :   • .  : .: : . . . . .  · . · . . I!  . ; , . . . : .  , . range· a group of· �olit1oal'
. 

referen.t9. ·in siim�ar i"Mk order, 
. ' . .  • ' .   ' . .  . 1   . . . but · that. · d�t�ent·  1nd1v�d�s

-
would

. 
dif,er in

. 
t�eir �v�r-

all\ percepti<:ms ·-of to ; what extent the htihest ranked re.;. 
.  . . . .  : ,   · . .  : , . . . . !1 , . 

ferent· was good; · the l9west ba� , etc � ii 
: •�, FurtheJ:" - �tud.f of· the p�ilt1ca1 aJt1tudes and . . . · . . · ,  ' . ' . ·  . .  · . .  , '  > . · •· . . . ' Ji - . ·  ··  . • orientations · .or · ad.olescert� Lshould endea.,or to discover 

. . .  . .  · .  .  . J how clos�ly linked · is . idol a-scent ··· and . aa9t . l>ebavior. 
 . . .   · · .  _. . . . . , · · . . ,  .  . , , . l! ·.: : _ : . ·: · . . . . : . . 

;It . is f�ther . suggested that stu�y of · political 

refer:ent.s vis.;.aa11v.is both adolescents and· liadults  s·hould 
 

  
. 

 .  , • . . . : , ' 11  . , I • ' ' •
• 

' . 

seek to· determ1ne 1n · what spec1fic political areas various .  . .  .   JI . 
referents · -may . have the most ' influenc:e as ]! to ·s_tabllizing 

 · .  1! : ' .   . .  
political ' orientation:s, _or ·generating the ·attitudes . . : . !I 
necessary for political Chang�. . i, ' . ,• . 

;i 
11 . 

. ,: . I: 
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 . ,  , . , . • . , • ,  ! . ; : • ·, ;  : . . ' '  • • . . • • i : • : 
•• 

\ . C • • 11 . : • ! 
, . 

: . 
-'

• • ·, : 
·

. 
. . • '  . 

. 

- · ln' order· to · understand� - the - ·genesJis. or· po11·t1ca1 be-

havl<>r . inor·e ' ·err�rts·· . nrii�t 
. 
be made •

 
to . exaniJie: tbe ·,oi.1tical 

per'ceptions\:· oii,'en�tions :· �nd .attitude� ,,�t ¢
1
hii�I"en. Eilld . 

' '  ' . · ' ' . ' ' . ' ' ·  ' . ' 11 · ' . ·  ,' 
youth� ' i0tac'1t: as-'sumption: .6t \;ti� �b�ite s'tudy was that 

youth: ' doe's 'ihd�ed- '• have pol'iiical .views •wJich ' ar'� d'itfer-' ' . .  ,, ' . . ll . . . 
entia'tea': and �or'tby of �xamination. -?hiJ ass:umpt,ion was 

'  11 . ' ' : · · '   ' ' "' ' ' . ' ; , .  , ,. , . . . . . • · : • •  . . j1  . '. .  ·   
not diaoo!'fifQl(!{l bf th0 d�ta\ but �eit�ef�ere ail . th� 
que,stions · : answe;ed .. whicb the data gener��ea_·� It must re-

"1ain ror fUJ't�eJ' i:es�l4'\\� . 't� .ariSwet ti!8Si' q�esuOns , and 

in · ttan, to propose ,Jurther proble.ms of: ;ts owl_. · 
. : • 

.  · • 
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 • • : ·; . ' 
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