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In 1765, an Edicb of tho King of anoe declared, qni'ae eimply

“The colonies daffer from t.he !’rovincea of the Realm as t.ha means differ
flrom the endaa - i

Today grea.t nauona profesa bo believe that all territories

_ ére enﬁitled co their political and economic mtegx-ity, and ﬁhat all

Ap'eoples shonld be freo, to choose t.he:lr own govemments ’ without inters.

ferenoe from a £oreign source. ) '

. | 'l‘he ﬁrst signiﬁcant event tbat oausad this revolution in
.Enrope ] polif.ical outlook waa the Amar:lcan Deolaration of Independence.
81 .noo that avent g a belief in & traditional Amarioan ant.i—colonialism |

has been mcreaaingly a souree of hopéeful expectation on the part. of the
peoples :of South America, Asia and Africa. Today,. among such -colonial

porvers as Britain and. France thers 1s the aoute awareneae that: the two

Createst Powara areequam averse to the oolonial Mea. The one, the
| Hlllited States of Amﬁrica, becausa, 4% has been alleged, her extoreme
'r_elveranoe for freedom is partly derived from an "ex«-colonial eomplax";
‘ th:e ot.her, Russia, because she attenﬁa her expansion from the revolt of

t@he remaining coloniés,

It. 18 well knom t.hat énring tha Seoond World Wa.r a greaf. souroa

| 'o_z friction bemeen the. Presmem of the United Statea and the Pri.me Wng-

st«ar of Qreat Britain was tha opposition of the romer's offorte to update

et
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que °g, on Amer:loan foreign‘peucy. me.puz;p:qse pf— thi:&.ﬁ}n@y, s only

t,ertion because, in a aenae,

> ‘,'.'-'_-nﬂ.al ¢ "'e"
R

,';."Eas‘b kIndies, or of t.he“ American s mppines, as long as the subcont.inent of

hl

: Whe.tever 'bhe at.atus ef Freneh Afriea, or of ﬁhe Eetharlands

= _{rdﬁble colonial blas B

i




' mah to exweas ny- VWS for °m°°"s an J“d@mw'

Lo

:‘l‘.“ freedoms, namaina as vital ‘a8 evar. For' the greabesb evenb ot om.'

t.l:lme is that ”revolutioa or expechabions" mt dmpels’ the. hundréda ef
|

L munons of subject or tomer subject peoples to c]aim fnu hnman rights
and full po.‘u.tical mdependenca; and to demand those meane or a rioher
e and faller :u.re which bhey now knaw t0 extots ;

'..-,? w mtereab .’m tha s;]ect. of uns Btudy dates from the t.ima 1
firet faced an Ameri.can audience, aud was abartled, and heartened, by t.he

"l

I am deeply beholden to Mrs. Harriet 8m1thson of Salem. who read

th‘e manuacripﬁ aud oorreoted scme of my conceptions of America, to Mz-a. |

.,Hanneman who fearless]y umdertook to type from my frequently nlegible

mmlauscript, and. to t.he mauy ot ors whose mterest. and good wishes were a
B constant enconragement. J '
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W . . .. .. CRAPTERI

' AMERICAN ANTI-COLONIALISMS FROM 1776 10 WILSON

America was the first major colon_ial t’;ei'f‘itery in modern

r‘z!ieﬁefy‘tefight-?forf-, and wrest ‘its independence from-a ruling power,.

-iTnie. -event was never. e‘o.--dietaht. from their mirds es to free. Ax'rie:-’i(:an"e’

from a "colenial complex" - an emotional belief in selfv-detemination and
: ‘at’ quick partisanship e t.he exploit.ed and the dependent. in the yet uneman="
A cipated Ppliaces of the eerth. +In the supeer example of American achieve-

m&l;nt - the creat:mn out ef thirteen dependencies of a, natien asg powerful
|

: as amr e a premium was piaced upon t.he gloriﬁcatien of 1ndependence and

of anti—colenial strivings for freedom. _
T The Mfmme Doct.rine announced te the wm'ld a new principle -

that the American continents were henceforth not t0 be considered as sub-—

- Jects for ruture colonizetion by amr Eurenean powere. In the New World,

|
at least, America had taken an ant.ia-eolonial stand. Hewever, America was

nﬁ % yet ready to carry the crusade for i’reedem into the New World. Indeed,

o
1823 it was the shield of the Brltieh Navy, :ln one of a continuous ehain

ofl historical :u-oniee, t.hat was. to proteet the American cont;nent from re=

4

co‘lonization by t.he Holy Alliance of European Pamere.

‘I : Hewever, through the BOnGIy of the revolutionary strnggle for

independence againsf. King George III, American a.nti-»eolonialism wae per—

.ma‘nently focused on the British Empire. Americans viewed with disfavor
'the ‘large areas on the map which were still under- Britieh rule, and which

]
}
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;-efused or were not permitted, to follow Amenca 's own example.. Early in
‘ the history of tha new Republic y abortlve attempts weres made to- liberate
{ o : | =or t.o annex British Canada.- This was one. of the causes of t.hat "futile
:!tnd unmécessary" Var: of 1812, (when the British bumed Washington).

| N The Tar stimulated $he Anglo-phobia in tho United Ststes, and it was over
l N )

al century before it began to be exgorcized effectively. '“-

For the rest of the century America oocupied herself chiefly with-

A

o | wegtém expansion and tha fulfillment of her om Hanifest Destimr by the

,l

- occupation -~ gome would say colonization - of the rest of the oontinental

surface, bet.ween Mexico and- Canada. Amarica . grmving from a coastal strip
] o of newly independent territories to a. continent.al powar berdering on the -
' tﬁm main oceans of the- eart.h, turned her back on the. Ola World. She avoided
'entanglemenhs with the wt powers over thezr colonial expansions. The
quest;ion of colonialism did not. becone a burning 1ssue unt.il American ex—w
palmsion mto the South West Paoific oollided with European coloniahsm in

& t they oalled Far Bast. Asia.
K
u
-._w'a;s main]y an expression of the Anglo«-phobia that persisted ‘from 1776. . "'In

In t!us period of cont.inental expansion, American anti—colonialism

g tt‘zeir comfortable isolation, Americs had no foreign bogey other than Britain
"tc:l' denomme" 2 As Kipling put. it, France has Gemany, Britain has Russia,
‘and America has England, Wand "”i"ﬂ&eed, when you come t.o think of iﬂ;, there

| , L . P ) . T :;..-.v.;-fr'
o - o - - B |
l

f\ ll | Samuel mcrison and Henry So Commager, The, Grawth gg the é_mgg&ggg
gub c, (New Yorkt - Qxford UniVGPSitY Press), V°1’ I Ps- L

se Martin's Preas, 19555, Pe

; . 2H, G, Allen, Great Britam and the l?nited Stabes (Naw York:

P . : J
! 3




K Travellers (How Iork: “Henry Holt, 19237, Pe

’lis no other country for the Amerlcan public speaker to trampl& upon“ 1.
There was, of course, & strong dislike of the. Engllsh aristocratic dradi~
ibdon,. . Democracy: »in'America s, 88 de ;&‘oe‘qneviue :lsaw.‘ib, .ms a,}:way of govern=
:lng men without brutalizing thems: the. ménarcﬁial'~svste=m, ‘and its ,Jéoncbmié

t,ant imperial domination, was anathemized as being :mpugxant. t6 human ..

4 dignity. As Jv-.' M'. Muirhead. w-rote in--1898~ "’It:isnot... easy for a Europea'n
o the manner born Lo realize the sort of extrava@nt, night«-mare effect .

that many of our social customs have in the.eyes of our untutored American

cousins o ae e ‘me idea .of -an insignificant boy. pser, taking precedence
o.t‘ Mrs. John Morley! -The nacessity of. backing out: of the: royal: zzmvc-:fs:ence.!"2 A
{, A An active hostility was: evinced by an. important sec‘b:.on of the *
!Inited States population - the Irish minority. The Irish; Americans kept.-,-. =
aliva any smouldering hostilit.y -against an- oppressive énd exploiting

Britain. : George  Washington .acCepted membership in.rthe Frieéndly Song of -

- St f?aprick as "a society distinguished for the fimm ‘adherence of its mems

bors to the glorious. cause in yhich we are embarked”;3  Between 1850 and
1379, 1,879,169 Irish emigrated to. America ’ ‘and: oonstant]y invigorated the ~
A

lglo-phobiach The. pervasiveness of this: Irish influence 1s illustrated
L

“;1 ;gxdyard Kipling, "FrOm Sea to Sea" in,::p‘.g lb, quoted in H, Gy
(14 9°S P- ] ) ) ’ ‘

.. 8 |
‘A, Nevins,’ American’ Social History as Recorded gz British
= Henry | “7“'2 Loy

T
3H. Cs. Allen, op. Eitsy Po. 100, quoting from E, F, Boberts'
"Ire]and in Amerdca®. . (Iondom 1931),. Py’ 30, . ¢

(‘,-'r- .

li bsotorieal statistics of the Uhited States quot.ed by Allen,

| __p,. sltes p. 105,
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by the fact that. in 1886 the United ‘States uenate refused “to- include the
" cr:l.me of dynamiting" in the extradition treaty '-vhich was finally cons
éluded with Britain in. 1889. ' In 1899, John Hay wrote 16 Henry White in
London that all the State Conventions of. the Democrats "put ‘the ant..t-
English plank in their platform to curry favor with tﬁe Irish (whom they
want to keap) and ‘the Céermans (whom they want to seduce)" . However 4n -
d!isrepuce theories of race and national characteristic-a may b‘é, it 'ia in-
contestable that the inflnence of - ethnic and religious backgrounds is

strong in American democracy,. In his book on the Future of American o

Politics > Samuel Iuboll asgorts that one of the import.ant ‘factors reepon-

4

-'sible for American igolation is "anti=-British ethnic prejudices®, 3 And
a,ls Britain, in Amez'icans minds, was the vics.ous colon:tal power par excel-

"ic‘ance, t.he success of her growth and axpaneion in other continents s

v:!.ewed without much favor. S ; "‘“
o i
. i! - - . The hst decade of tha Nineteent.h CEntury saw a sharp resurgence

of colonialism for which there Were many explanations « the most celebrated

: béing found -in the Leninist theory of ”Impermlism" ~ ‘Lonin saw hhe period

as marking the and of the progressive capitalism of Karl Marx‘s times, and
|
.tll‘e snbstitution of monopoly for free compet.ition.\ In view of the parale

lelism postulated between _economics and polit.ics $ the division of the

mlrld into colonial spheres of mfluence had necessarily accompanied the

- i‘ 1H Ce Allen, op. cito, éc 52’10\

2% R B Yomatt, The American Entente (London: Rdward Arnold,
1939)’ po 1310 i :

i 38amue1 Lubell, Tl_;e Ehture of Ameriean Politics (I.ondom Hamish

Hamilton, 1952), p. 132.




division of the world into monopolistié. groups. 'I;lle; logical symmetry of
this view does i;ot-entirely square w:ith the facts. It is‘ a trug histori-
 ¢al phenomenon, however, that in this periocd, COreat Brit.ain- l'auné.hed- out -
' vigoreusly on the building of a Second E)mpire. I‘rame soughb consolation

for defeat and manpower and resources for new wars i.n the acquisition of

large areas of Africa, where Germany also claimed her share, Japan, at‘ter
her- decisive vict@ry over lena in 1895, .advanced lfser- own colonial claims,
'Barred from South -America‘ by ﬁhe Monroe Doctrine, these nations turned to-
Tismember Africa and the Far. East.

'% 4 . Soma writers, like Bemis, tend to view America’e part in this

nlew :lmperialism as "a great aberration” -from the gourse of American his-

t;Ory;;l_ It .is perhaps more true to see it as a._delayed ma‘nifest.ation of
an old précess’;- The de]ay had come from the priority given to the conti--
"nental United States of America, and the naval weakness which had had an

inhibitory effect on any desire to seek foreign ent.anglements. Secretary

m._ S

award had sought before the Civil War to acquire t.he Butch West Indies,-

'Bnt Garibbean and Central -American ambitions had failed +0 reach m:r.bion,

because they were primarily Southern, and therefore high]y suspect in. the
Nlort.h.., By the end of the 1870 ‘g such obstacles to American imperialism
g?ve.way._. The _aoquisition of Californ;la and Oregon threw .open. the Pacific
t!o American exp'ansion.-: This was theperiod whon the United States came
o!f ages Fast as the nation greiv, the productiviby of its agricultm'al or-

g:lanization grew more rapidly; and its industrial organization faster still.

: 18 F, Bemj.s, A Diplomatic Histozz of t.he United States,
(New York: Ham-y Holt, 19, e,

|
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I§'n1865, the‘f,oreign trade of ‘the United .States totalled $L0L,000,000,.

In 16890, it reached $1,635,000,000, The éignificmit de,_vélopm_en-f;s could

be lost oﬁ no rieaiistic ‘politicién - every President aime.”(}rant was con=
Iemed with the axpansion of foreign markets.]: The Republican Party reés
filect.ing the dominant and expansive forces of Americ.an life. began to play

the imperialist gamsy..
Politicians and businessmen had plentifnl -arguments - strategic,

philosophic, and philantshropic - to encourage thems, Captain Mahan called

for big navies and bases to protect American mwresté presqnt' and £uture.'
Professor J. -W; Burgess d_iscoveredth'at Teutonic 'gmd- Anglo-Saxon nations . -
were particularly endowed with the capacity for establishing mational -

st(ata‘a . s.6 o and t’herefore,~ they are entrusted in the general econeny

of histery with the mission 6f conducting the political ceuree of the
~modern world®. e A missionary review announced that to give ‘the wor].d life
. more abundant both for here and hereafter is the duty offthe»~Americ§n. o
pe'aopi’es b‘y virtus of the call of Gods The ‘journaIiSté s e’mphatie?*and sen= . |
sational, called for a "large policy" 3 omne subjugat.ion of a continent"
~wrote a Pacific -Coast journal, "was gufficient to keep .the American people'
br‘sy at. homej for a century « .« ‘+ But now that the co_ntinent is subdued,
: wcL are ‘lockirig fdi- fresh worlds to con’quér,., s » » The 'ceipniz&né instinet

which hds led our race in successive waves of: emigration , + s ¢ is the

.. lorison and .Commager, Growth of the-American Republic, Vol, II,.
ps 31he A ) ' ' |
2Ividis pe 323 o

- 31, po 32k




i'nsbinct which is now pushing us oub and on t.o Alaaka, .to the. isles of:
tlhe 8¢a, and beyond, This was the ‘blatant. imperialism of a .Cécil. Rhodes. ’

' Jelcorned t.he vigorous American imperialism. . In the cordial comradeship:

]

of Empire; Britain brought nnofficial pressure to: bear upon the -American

Indeed,. and- this is another of the .curious ironies; Britain

government ‘to annex the Philippin s quickly; bafore Germany- had her chance .
_ to meddle, Allen notes ”that Britiah -enthusiasm for ‘American expansion .
‘exbended as ! far as a belief in Yankee capacity for. colonial government.’

‘A3 the Quarterly ‘Review wrote; 'We have no doubt wha;tever of the‘éapacity-

“of our kinémen‘tb'g‘rappl’e‘effective]y with'allz the difficulties and dangers
$ o |
. which they may encounzer 4n the Philippines,; We believe that they‘ ‘ehare

‘the Brit.ish eecret of  governing inferior races at a distance: vrith Justice.

ax‘lld fairness, and with. the sma]lest posaible exércise of milit.ary power' n1

Kipling ehallenged America to - . '75?':'

‘ L Taz:eupthewhiteman'sburden-'--
I Yo dare not stoop to less =
Nor call too loud on Freedom.

” : To cloke your weariness.

,| Evenbs movad rapid]y under the impuJ.se of such a spirit and sucb

eriloouragements. In 1878 America :]oined ina t.emporary triumvirate with |
Grleat Britain and Japan over Samoa - an early departura from her policy

of avoiding entangling auiancea in relations to ob,jects remot.e from her
hemiaphere, In the same year, the United States concluded wit.h Hawaii a
reciprocity treaty granting exclusive trade privileges and safeguarding o

Iia'T-zaiia,n indepandence against a third partye "By 1881, Secretaxzy of State

| M, 6 Al¥en, Great Britain and tho United States, p. 560




Blaine was ‘to daclare Hawaii to be part of the American syetem, and an-
nouneed szgnificantl.y that ":lf Hawaﬁ. 's 1ndependenee were andangered t.ha .-:
: Hnited States would tmbaaitatingly seek an avmdly American eolucim |
tl'or the grave 1ssuea presented" 1 } ‘ | | .‘
u Guba pmsenbed an 1mmediate casus belli. Some of the reaaons

t"or America'a willinyxeea to fight. Spain wore very evidenm the popular
- jingoiam which newepapers like the New York World and the New York Journal

etirred up in their struggle for circu]atien; the eeonomic intereat. which
ﬂ America had in Spain's posseasion of Cuban sugar (which was to: Amer:lca :
what the cotbon of India was to Oreat Britain); the new set of world in= .
terests shich required a big naVy to protect them, and- the new bases re-
quired for that navy.’ I&ke t.he 3even years' war of the Eighteenth Century,
the war mth Spain was fought with attention paid chieﬂy to. coxmnercial
. G nsiderations. - Official stratay was directed with greabpromptneas to=:
i 'wards tha Spaniah eolonies. . The Pbiuppines were qnickly 'c.aken, and Presi-
' delnt Mcxinley, after prayarful mﬂecuon, decided to keep them;' In. 1899, <
Seeretary of State John Hay proclaimad the Cpen Door in Chﬁ.na - a pcl:loy
i ‘c‘olncerned with safeguarding Amevioan comsercial policy tha Chtna: being
_Sarved - 1nto protectoratee and apherea of mfluenee by the. other greab

o ch:ers. After a decada ‘of stranuous and lond activity ‘the United States
_,possesaed Puerto Rico, Hamu, mdway, Wake, Guari and the Philippines ’. and
Wa? asaert.ing greater Mterest and inrluence in the Pacific, and in Ch:I.na

B 1]
M

|
5]
1
|

lgﬂorieon"and Commager, Grews}: of the Ame@oanﬁgpubl_gc_, Po 316,
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There -Wag- charact.eristic oﬁ American imperiahem whioh dis-
ot mguished it from that of the other great powere. French and Cerman |
@ zpansieniem had been relaf.ively unbnrdened by feelings of: gnilt. or= -
':eentimental misgivings. But the crudity of the Philippinee cenquest.a wae
..‘ls'd ftened. by t-he payment of a- purchase price, and many pioue ut.teringe
a< companied t.he decieien to. keep the. Islandss.. . President McKinley tom his

Methodiet. bret.hren, writee Morison and Commager ;- bhat'“l) We muld nct turn

ever te France or Germe::y our cemerciel intereets in the Ielands - that.

i

would be bad business .ang discreditable 3 2) ?:‘e could net give them back to

Siain that muld be ccmardly and dishonorable; 3) Ve could not. leave
l

’4 them te themselvee - they were unfit for eelf«-government., and they wou.ld

| eoon have anarchy and misrule, worse than Spain's was; L) There was no%hing
l".';‘t_c do but take them all,. t.o educate the Filipines and uplift and Christian-
‘120 then? '11 |

;‘ - Such eanctimenieus justifications were. produced because in

Amer, ica they were néeded,. . By the. tme the questien of- ratification came.

np., the traditicn of American ant.i-—colonialism had revived in full force.

Mﬁ‘.ﬁication if.self was a very hard fought fight.

i - The firet. experience ef Eknpire in the Philippines was. to prcduce
' eneugh atrecit.y etoriee to inflame a public epinion remoreefel of its

ea -lier jingoism, and ekeptioal ef this dubioue venture. A count.er-burst

of popular feeling att.ackad American Imperialism as repugnant to the

A;mlarican Constitution as well as’ ‘to’ the American tradition, Among the -

- di?tinguished anti-imperialists were Preeident Eliot of Harvard » speaking

K
rl
if

hyorison and Commager, op. cit., ﬁ_. 337,




'ﬁ7ﬁ10
f*;efor the intellectuals, Gompers speaking for labor, ‘and. Androw Carnegie
- ' who contribut.ed to ‘the movement. Mark chain charged Mci&inley m.th play-
iilng t,he "Eumpaan game of imperialism", and suggested that the stara on
q1d Glory beﬂreplaced by ‘the- skull and crossbones" 1' William Vaughn Mbody
ixearked back to the 1dea113m of the Sixtiess - » IRERE U
' | "Tempt not our weaknees, our eupidity . . " o
- O'ye who lead _ ‘
g ‘Take heed: ' - - 2 2
_ . Blunders we my forgive ’ but basenese we will emite."
_‘ ‘ - The Democratic platfom of 1900 declared that "All good institu—
_ ‘tLoes among men derive their Just powers from the consant of the governed;
- -:“Tthat any govemment not based upon “the consent of the govemed is a tyranrw,
.;:iend that to 1mpoae upon any people a government of force 13 to subetitute ’

" the met.heds of i.mperialiem for those of a republic.

’I‘hus, thie and succeasive dscades, was to see in America a

bk orongh diet.aste for the- majeﬁty of Empire. There remained, and g ’ how-

ev!er, an mterest in the t.rade and commerce with territories beyond the
s -seae, and an irritation both with the exclusivenese of other people's Em=
pifes ’ and the unbusinesslike dieorderlinese of some of the indapendent
. natlone" Amey ;Leana hoir practiced an ant:l.-oolonial imperialism.

:‘ In the case of the. Philippines, American: aims were to encourage
' .-fit!e eeonomic utility while preparing it for eelf-government anﬂ protecting

it from internal disorder. Thus s _Preeident Wilson, true to the Democratic

: 1Moris<m and Commager, op. Sites PP, -339731;1;.

© 2§4111am Vaughn Moody, Poems, (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1901),
L ’ ,‘ o \ . h \
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Psrt.y's promises > urged support of the Jones Act m 1916. ‘The Act: 'formanye
aximouneed the Mtentien ef t.he United St.at.es t.o wit.hdraw from the Philip-

b:mes as’ soon ag st.able governxnente eould be est.ablished, in the meamrhile

£ inauguracing faz»resching reforms. , |
In t.he case of South America, the United St.at.es formally dise

7' joi laimed any :mtention of seizing ‘new possessions > bnt, maintained an inter—

o e:i ted concern in those South American Repubhcs where America had business

~dealings. In 1913 W:u.son had emphasized that the United States will never

o 'aé.ain seek one additional root of territory by eonquest. But he did .not.'

me\an to herald a new 1eolatienism. America was to. intervene, as in the o .“-_

ca‘ae of Haiti in 1917, 4n the domestic affas.rs of the South American Repub—
11 Appsrently he felt t.hat., once dietators and- outlaws were, put dom,
~ the Amerioan policing, sanlt.ation, -‘and educat.ion would cause orderly demo-

_‘A, eratio prooesses to develop. By e tacit corollary, American opportuniﬁies

)
8

honorable trade and 1nveetmenb would expand in this orderly atmosphere.

t.he basic aim, whether for the beneﬁt of ’ginvestments or for defense,

‘é’
i

to develop greater stability in the Caribbean.

The Grest. Ffar afforded Wilson the opportunity to apply the 1ately

mi.shed, newly oleaneed American principles to the Old World, end to
'~ . paint on the oanvas of history with a bold sweep of the brush. America's
ear aims were announced in his famons fourteen point speech of January 8,

. |
- 19. 8 The epeech, baeed on the*werk of a; ‘body of experts, the so—called

Ingluiry - repreeented the liberal Amer:lean view of the means of making a '
l .
woxi*m safe for eonetitutional liberby. Of moet significance in this study

o are‘:a the pointe calling for the removal of economic barriers between nations,

f,_he adjuetment of colonial olaims with attention to the wishes of the




i p;eotbles_;,ae wen as. the - govemments concerned 3 the 1dea of sel.t‘—

,-.-}-d‘eteminatien, ‘and of a\general association of nat.iens o aecure mutmal

I
. i . 5
g .

';a nd - amall alike. 'l'heae fourt.ean po:l.nt.s were greeted vdth enzhusiaam by

, There 15 “no doubt. that on: the colonial question, as: “on

3 ..hera, they reprasented t.he beat. sentments of :tho' American people.

Amsriea, i.n thie reapect, had made its atanﬂ clear. But. Wilson

s unabla to gecure t.he pollt.ical aupport which mighf., 9095“’17# haver

|

’;'made it t.he mstrument for the implamentat.ion of- these rpurposes. Tne ERTR

ﬂgpubiiean-d +do Vf"}”ted Amer:ican Senate refused to. rat.iry the Versallleﬂ

- “Treatys and the Covenant of ‘the: League of; l\atims that iﬁ éontameds
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This ohapter reemnes the search through American history for

,' exp].enations of the anti-colonial tendenciee which Americans acoepted as
i

m_rg:irs, ‘0 fear American ﬂ.dealists as much as her isolationists.. In this

part of thsir tradition, and whioh caused huropeen powers, between the
.o‘hapter Wﬂl first be ehown the effect that the newly demonstrated power
I;ed on opinion overseas ’ deep:lt.e the comparative abstz'action of the Repub-
lican Administration end the First New Dsel from world affaire. Bsoause

;j his great importance to this etudy, the remaining seotions will be given
tc an examination of the evolution of President Rooaevelt 's poliztioal atti-

t rdes in regard to Amerioan foreign policies s her relations with Latin
Amsrios, and with her own coloniel possessions.

S

ﬁ A common. error of h:lstorical simplificatien is to state thet efter
Wﬂson, snd the rejection of the I.eague s America retreated into eplendid

:I.solation, took no further mterest in’ foreign entanglements » end oynioal]y

. ga,ve up the task of naking the 014 World safe for demooraoy. It can be -

i

sh:wn that American interest in foreign affairs remained very high in the
Tw entiee. The number of organizations dedioated to the study of Foreign
-fo Licy was at its highest. _The Democratio Party persistently reiterated
its fa:lth 1n the Ieague of Natione. And thongh there was a reaotion in




o dlsgusc and dismuaionment from bhe . tortured Gourss of Enropean politi.ce,
L there was growing a atrong self’ ",onfidence in A:mrican ideals, and m the

particular virtures of the Am: rican Way. 'This was the. pariod ehen Amarican
mj saionariea, educaters, and engineere abroad were bnilding up the vast

r{éservoiz' of good?:in which was later to prove both a gratiﬁcat.ion ami

. an emhamssment' t‘.o Un:lted States foreiga youcy plannere.

; : Projected into the Cent.er ‘of aftaive by the Graat War. America
S _ﬁé"‘ coms of age and had clsar]y demonstrated her pmr and prosperity to'
the wrld. Aa Eurape Yeoame 1888 pazronizins and the' "est of “e m"’ ":'-

mcre admm.ng of the Tnited Statea, Ansrican 1n£‘1uences expanded ke

steam ‘?his was aapeeiany se 1:: the Far Eastq ‘i’o the md.lnons of Asians,
-'f"?fi conflict ‘that vaged beween 191h and 1918 had expOSed the mh of ‘the

..‘: }u"

aoilidazity ,of the whit.e raoe, and of tho atabﬂity of Westem c&vilization.

m ideals and m poneiea, a.nd what waa more, thia was -

Sl ‘ had brougm. 1neo View & new power - cno thab a ; -’""‘-ed w be tshe anti= i
théaia of

t.hia nauon t.hata had been the first to rebel succesafuny agamst tha :
e ontalism of Burope. 4 emmnantary by Gheatar Boales; former ‘ansrican j'
: ~;--"f?;'lbaaaador to Ind‘.ta, 1.9 highly revealing bom as an 9191'98910*1 °f Asian
w ereit. in Anerica, éad of an American's dammg awarenéﬂe °f the gemon-

,s“%raﬁien effect' of American histoxw. Bowlea m-itoee 1n bie "Ambassadcr 's

,‘;j_ : ,' : Re;[;ort en Indaa » “We semet.inxes farget thatz this world«wide rebemon
|

- against oolonialism, which has already ).asted for tw centuries and hae

yjet' to he cempleted, was begtm by t,he people of f.he United State s. Unﬁil
I wlenc t.o Aaia, 1 did net. z'eal:lze the extent. to which our example has bean'
ao aal]snge to the mrld, and haar closely our h““ﬂ has been read A
,i'.,66j.rllonese eabinab ninister onca satd to me, 'our Boetvon Tea Paﬂy. your
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'-';C%nt:l.nenta,l Congress, your Dee _rat:lon of: Independence, your, Bil.l Of

n yonr Conatituts.on, these have been’ our: models. The contrast

: betwaen Amj;rica's great develol'fjvent;_under freedom and Asda"s 1ack of de-ﬂ

.ﬁﬁ%-

__in the minds of mosb Asian lead s“-';;_"-

| vlelopment under eolonialiSm rarkl

"&ou mn your independence at.a abeut the time we'lost curs'y ‘an Indian said
.. t.o me sadlyo'l Indeed, the : ve,-y existence ‘of America v:as a’ vital factor in
a]:.I colonial pe).ieies as in all foreign policy, however 'mwillins or’ BW’ |
i _zthe Bepubncan Auministration was to act npon t.his trutm'

e

‘l'he ~victory of the Damocratic Party in 1932 did not at once mean '

Amerioan external p@lic:lea. Election battles had« been fou@t

"o bhe domeatic front.' “Beapite t.he uncertain relationships that. existed
2o
1z|xl every part of the world, parzies in their pmnoxmcements had postponed

d:lsouseion oi‘ basic differences ov%" foreign policy "2 "The 1mm1nence o.f.‘

Ny dtlmestic catastrophe Lefﬁ lit.tla s-,lape ior a’ vigorous foreign polioy. E.Ven

, Ro 'sevelt., who Wit.h Wilsan"s blessing had campaigned With Cox for the
e of. Hations in 1920, appeared at first. ‘to-have swung over to & -

'- -‘k.xét.ionalist program 1n combatting t,he depressien, far the New Deal legisla-
.‘t.ilon that affect.ed eurrency, prices, produntion and labor suggested the end

éaffl the liberal competitive world. of Adam Smit.h and parallaled uncomfort.ably

the experiment.a 1n economic nat.ionalism abroad", wrot,e a Jcontemporary ob-
, !, ‘ .

- server.3 In spite of Hull 's reciprocal-t.rade progfams, the Hew Deal was

- : Co ] o : S - T

R Ghester Bowles; An Ambassador’s Rsm ’ (New Yorks Harper and.
; ,Brﬂth@rs)’ Po h9o:__ : . ' .

2R 21?:dgar Eugene Rnbinson, 'l‘he Roosevelt Ieadersﬁi_g 1 ~12_l;§,
(pznmadalphia and maw Yorks " 1955, 3 B. I3 Lippincott Company P 123'.,4 L
] ‘ ’
l
i

' 3Ha.x:'way Wish, Cont_e_morag Americat The Hational Scene Since -
(New York: Harper and Brother 5, Pe 553.

i '
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j“*'r{"‘.?.. essentially & go-ib—alone affair.rz--’In his presidential campaigns, Roose-(

-_gélt bad repudiated Hooveréi" thesis that depression and recwery wera
» fini‘luenced by adjus’cable world arrangaments.. In the @intemgnmn” of

f_ee:r]y 1933, Roosevelt refused to participate in Hoover's efforts to aw:l,\rer

.ﬁ". weirld economic problema by world canferenoe. It was Roosevelt who killed '
s the nandon Economie conference m 1933 with a message minimizing the m-

| pm'tance of mtemataional monetary amements. The First New Daal, at.
g

least, was not international in t.emper.

In many respects the Maw Deal was no startling i_nnovvation to t.he

'.ﬂ

o re;’st of t.he world. Many of the New Deal novelties wsre a]raady popnlar

-economic policies :Ln omer parts of the world. Even consemtives in Great .
- |

Britain were far ahead of Amerioa m euch matf.ers as eocial secnrity and .

......

~ pwblie housing. The British atatnte book, 11'. was said, was raided on a’

o '~w};:>1esale scale by the New Dealu But one may find precedents at home.

- m:y states, including Qregon, Wisconsin and New Xerk, had advanced legis-
o latioa With regards to conservation, unemploymenﬁ and old age pensions.

' The New Deal seemed revolut.imary only because of it.s rapidity.

A But, and thia the cutside world: was to feel, at. the heart of the
- New Deal there was not a philosophy bnt a. temper. There ‘was a. genuine

ol
human concern for all conditions of men.. There was a re:]ection af am,'

7 sads red law that denied memy and regarded hardshiP and sufferins as me"i"

table.k There was a regard for the ccmmon man, wharever i‘ound, and defiance J

S f o royaliatsy economic or otherwise. As in the case oi‘ the shot fired at '

"'.:'-Céncord, the reverberation of these sentiments were to be heard afar by

” ‘pel[pla who suffered aconomic exploit.ation, and were aubject t.o royal or

§




1mperialietic rule/. ST _ o ST
_ i‘ 'I'he leaders of the Nee Deal considered this 'temperament' like
5 other United States ideals and prodncts, good for expert, net. only : to L

N

- Arerican colonies like Puerto Rico, but to the colonies of other nat:lone
) 'f_ale well.‘ Of theee leaders, none expressed the American people 's t.emper
eo articulately and 8o eonclusive]y as Franklin D, Roosevelt, the Patri-

: c'ian President, whose liberaliem was. as inspiring abroad as at home.

. D IIn biegraphy teo much ean be made of boyhood utteranee, or ado-
loscent . aetivitiee. With this saving elanee as regards - an eetimate of
t

" their significance, two early experienees of Reosevelt. my be noted. ’I'n

; January 1898, While a boy at’ Grot.on, F!'anklin Reeeavelt teelc the negative

-

' 4n the debate "Resolved: that. Havnaj.i bejennexed_.':;._ vHev ee;d, eccerd;l.pg_ to

i

;:‘;’ ‘-5'-h:.te netee whieh weore preserve&i, 5'ef" eil the'gfeet' powers e'f the werld"the
ted St.ates and Ruesia ere the only ones which have ne eolenies to de«-
f'ud An our territ.ory is on t,his centinent and all of 1t except. Alaska
:f_ 1;'3 continuoue. Trlz_er,e,for,e,,: the United S;tetee_em B_uaeia_ are the. only twe
';c',ﬁuntr‘ie’e no 'pax"t of eheee terr:lt.ory can be cat 'off-‘ }'by" a riaﬁal’ eneub‘ . o

N}"m iﬁ we go i,n for fereig: coleniee we must etick to t,hat. policy, and not

o enly are t'oreign celemiee expensive ’ but they are dangeroue children and

o ,may bring pelitical difficulti.es upon the mother ceunt.ry at any mment..
Wl’:uy can we. net. ‘leave ﬂawaii alone, or else establish a eeund Republic in

ll

ch all Hawaiiane shall be repreeent.ed, net a. govermnent such as t,hey
4-have at preeent under the influence of Ameriea . @ e . |

Several natiens of modern timee ruled upen the monarchic plan




N o L
have se;bzed terr:ltory for eowmereial reasons and because of aympathy with

‘mhe peopla resident 5 but we. haVe no such plea for siezing Hawaii .

Why should we soil our hands with colonies? See hcw Italy's colonial_ q

A:ayatem has utterlv failed, t.hen ask yowself what. good France s colonies

 do her.','l

A saaond auriosit.yz Hichard Hofstadter recalls that at "Bérva:ﬁ,
L Roosevelt s most serions public mterest, and’ probably h:ls first manifesta-
| t.i.on of eympathy for the underdog was in a college relief drive for the

Bibera."" He had already begun 1t seems to advocate tha liquidation of t.he
British Empire. o

.,'_

Yet as a young man in public office his mood seemed more ef 1m-
per‘ialistic aealggnm than of :l'dealistic internaticnalism. He was Assis-
’ ﬁ?nt Secretary of the Navy under Presidant. Wilson, and occup:.ed himself

o B
p‘élrticnlarly in t.ne obtaining of atrategic naval bases and coaling stations.

He welcomed the purchase 1n 1916 of t.he Dani.sh West Indies, later called
| t’h‘e Virgin Islands, (and later still described by Herbert Hoover as the

‘ poor-house of America). ROOSevelt wrote in 1917 , "o have simplv got to |
cont.rol those ialands as a whole - the sooner the better - tha next etep '.
19 to pumhase the Duf.ch mtersat" 3 |
. In his attitude towards the colontal peoples under the Navy’s '*

ju;'i.sdiction Roosgevelt expressed a sort of patemalistic :unperialism. Ho

o lEmot Rooservelt (ed.) M F.D.R. - Hie Pergonal Ietters. (New York:
: 19h7), Is Po 60- PRI : ,

oo I 2Riehard Hcfstadter, The g , Pelitical ‘l‘radition and _t_h_e. __p_
m mde _I_t., (Hew Yorks Alfred A Knopf, 19' )o: p. 313. , .

3B!'amk Fm::ﬁel, Franklin D. Hoosevelt s ﬁw Amenticeshig,

(Bcﬁeton: Id.ttle, Brmm and. Company, 195'2) . p. 271;-
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. i
Lo his attent.ion. ‘The* queet.ion aroee whether the Navy Department c uld

o ’Uns.ted States has ebout ’cwelve votes in the Assembly"

i ‘ f»iO

; .mtﬁ.le, Brown and Company,

"-7"*19" .

.‘:‘irst. de:nonstrated thia in 1911; ‘when problems concerning Samea came o

| :
p!roperly establish dispeneariee foi' the medical care of &amoans., B.oosevalt B

emphatically egreed. Sinée the Navy controlled all govemmental i‘unctions

there, “The responsibility for bhe welfare of the inhabitants necessari]y

reet.s primarily on thie Depaf%ment.. I hookwom and tuberculosie dre pre-

© . valent. and t.he establishment of dispeuearies would improve condit.ions . 5o ’

: 1 is the duty of the Department to take favorable ect.ion" (Navy Depart-
i nt to Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, sixth endorsement, B!ay 18, 19111).

' 'Some “of - the "Imperielist Realpolitik® was evinced, oddly, in

‘ defending, the Leagne dmng his 1920 campaign i'or the. Axmerican V:lce--
-?nleeidency. -In one of- hie Speeches he made a i‘alee claim, later to be ro=

g’retted s m answering the argument that the Ikxited States wonld be outvot.ed '

byl the British Erpire in the leagis.. "It 18 juat the other way e e the

He went. on to ex-

T plain that latin Adierican . republice in the projected Aseembly looked to

' ﬁis count.ry as "a guardian and big brother", and that 1t wculd control }

thaiir vot.es . e s & You, know 1 had something to. do wit.h a couple of little

republics PR i mte Haiti'e Gonstitutien melf" 2 This last alle- |

- --gat 1on he was 1ater 'oo withdraw, and always t.o regreb.

In the ear].v ’I\aentiee he supported the Republican Administra-

( e

) 'e firmnees t.owavds aepirat.ions for self-government by the Filipinos.

7 oo ' r i‘

o :»} 1Ibid., Pe- 27h- J

. 2Fpank I‘reidel, Franklin n. agoosevelt, me Ordeal, (Bostom
19 ‘,.f,o P° L I

tA
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B | |
}lﬂe sharply attacked critics of hia friend, General Wood, who in 1922 wag |

lqaighly unpopular with Filipinos and anti—imperialiste because ha refused

L

gy only wish it were pos-

Tible for me to jump on a deat.royer and dash out. to the th.tpines to
l

. gee you" he wrote Wood.

" to allow t.he Filipinos more self-government.

"I have heard from a number of people of the ..

gireat difficnlties you found on your arrival, and also of the splendid
l

way you have taken hold of the eolving of them. It does geom a pity tha§

bﬁ)th of our parbies at home camnot get ‘together and 's'tate definitely the

Ai'nerican poncy w.vards the Phillipine Ielands, Puerto.Rico, Haiti and

Santo Domlngo. The vast majority er people in the country, I have always

bean certain, derst.and that. complete indapendence for an of these

s peoples 1 not to be thought of for many years to come®s 1

. - In t‘he six years thah follcmed, according to his biographer,

| hLmdel, Roosevelt “graduany came tc see the error of his thinking on
' impermlism, and strongly sponsored a different sort of program. n2 ‘I’his ,
e al beration camp out during the period of his cruel adversity, when a
cr Lpple by the pool at Wam Springs.

st

It is certain that he had time to -
W6y deeply, and to criticany re-examine soms earlier beliefs. :

aﬂ icls in "Foreign Affairs” in 1928, gives his conaidered judgment on

world organiaation as a sure aafeguard for world peace.

iy
]
J
&

He wmte! '

: A retum, at the close of the most devastating conflict of
i history, to the old methods of alliances and balances of power
! would leave the world worse off even than it had been in 1911; e

i lmid., pp. L6137,

e e T 2 %
e
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Slowly through 1917 and 1918 the American Presidency brought.
- - heme to the hearts of mankind the great hepe that through an
.- . assoc¢iation of nations the world ‘eould in the days to coms.
. ..avoid armed. conflict and “substitute: reasen and collective .
1 -action for the age old appeal to the sword , . .+ o The tims -
. has come when we must accept not only certain facts, bub many
- new principles of a higher law, a newer and better standard -
~ in Mtornational relations, We are exceedingly jealous of

our own govereignty; and it is only right that.we should .
respect a similar feeling among other nations.]?

’ “as President, Roosevelt advanced "Wilsonian" policies on threoﬁkffw
‘f,lanes - foreign policy, tho Latin-Amerioan rolationships, and that of

American colonial policy.- These policies may be more. truhr described as

="=

Amorican" ,. since much of thom were enounoed or inspired by aontimonts
' oansidored %6 be in the best Amar:lcan traditions But. they wero advanced

S A Pter the Deprosa:lon at home was checked.

o Roasevelt was mdoed the first Democratic presidential candidate
0 repudiate the League, The League was'no longér the instrument Wilson

o _had'adosign,_ed-,-hhevreason‘ed, Instead of working i‘or poace, 1!5"-‘ﬁéd§.'bojcom9 a
_meir'e agenoy for t.ho disoussion-of »European-'affoii'é.’: :That was to says he -

fciund it politic to consider Amorican memberehip 1n t.he Ioagué as a closed
_1318“6, alt.hongh ho was woll prepared to follow Hoover ‘s policy of infoa-mrl

cooperation. - He made an unsuccessful attompf. to persuado congress to lot

o ‘America reoognize the World Court. He did not. try too hard to conqmer

the provailing 1solationiam of t.he country, buf., :melioitly, he endorsed

© the “Stimson Doctrine“ of non-recognition of Japanose Manohukuo, taken by

:- :,aggroeoion from. Chma. Although oppoaed to some of its provisions, )

(

1+ lporeign Affairs VI, July 1928, -




.Roosevelt signed the 1solatisnis1s "Neutrality Act.“ of 1935a Ethiopia’
.‘_ rssistsnce to Mussolini was brief and uselsss, but 1t. won sympathy m g
' _Amsrica o and aroussd high mdignatian in the colored pspulation. Ths L

. Jnitsd Sf.ates' act:lons were limitsd, howsver, vto a. "moral embargo"

Roossvelb aid not seen. ﬁo wish to risk the: 1oss of support at home by
?mbarking on an, early crusads sgainst Spanish Fascism. Ths American
vt jpeopls > by and largs, wsns unsnthusiastic at ths possibility of sngaging}. L
dn. European conflicts. - - |
S His firs‘b call to tbe American people for an active inter-
n‘ationahsm came in Qctober 1937 ’ ~when he propossd ‘to "qnarant.ine"

,sggrsssor nations, and warned that thsre was "m escape" by t.he United

o States from mtsrnational anarcmr t.hrough tisolation or neutrality" 1

There were some* who charged "hat Roosevelt - thrsw himself into foreign
: a:‘fairs‘in 1938 because.of a calcnlat.sd dssire; to .swing the attsntion ,ofu'

_ t.he country swsy from the- unsolved ‘sgononic problsm ‘at home" ole e ®
e 3 they fdo not kncw their man" writes Basil Rauch. "Thsrs was nothing
' éi conscious cynic:lsm in Roosevslt's psychology .2.,-

be a clarion\call, ‘produced little’ stimulation ofz ‘public sentiment. This-
3 N

to await Hitoler's vio]stion of the . Munich agreements, his seizurs of
?rague in 1939.

Then the Amsrican cits.zsn began to consider what might
happen 4f new philosophies of force were to encompass ‘other- continents 3 .f‘Q

' be%’ora invading their osm,_ A During 19!;0 “and 19h1, the leader of the’ great:

3 %aw York ‘mmes, Get, 6, 1937. |

‘ | 2Basil Rauch The History of ths Beu Deal, (Creative Age Preas),..
Pe 1113, New York: 19

This spssch, meant. to .




"Arsenal of Democracy" sponsored many measures that were frankly non-

T mutral, eueh as the trade of destroysrs t.e Britain’ fOr sea end air bases

and the occupation of Greenland and Ioslend. In August 19h1, President

' Roosevelt met t'.he British war: leader, Ghnrch:lll, at. the hiet,oric At.lantic

oo, 3

enference, part of the purpose of which was to strengthen morale in Eng~

land and t.o create morale in the tmited Statee. By Gotober, American

o naval vessels ‘were engaged in undec]ared hostilities 4n the Atlantic.
T!hen as Hofstadter put it, UPhe Japanese:attdck at Pearl Harbor did for
hin what the Confederate attask on Sunter had dotie for Lincoln". 1 pna
l.lrke Wilsen bofere him, Roosevelt asked Congress to declare’ war, for

- democracy. o

l

i ‘ In the af‘fa:.re of La.t.in America Boesevelt again fol]m:ed t.he

' lf-ines laid down by h:ls predecessors, later adding cherecteristie teunhee

- of| his ewn. ‘ "The Hoever Administ.ration which came into office in 1929,

am? Hem'y Stimson at the State Department 1n particular s, was intent. ‘upon
impreving United Sfoat.es re:lations with Letin Amsrica iy and hastened to

put inte practice the poliey of the gosd neighbor, which was to be " con-
' binusd end brilliant]y execubed by their succeseors n2

.a» et e

aoosevelt preeeded his inaugnration with a tour of Iatin
| America > departing from the etbitude of dishant. heughtiness that. seemed

: to characterize previons presidenf.e. Ab the Seventh Gonference of

American St.aﬁee held lete in 1932, Secretary of State Hull emphasized

o lHOthoadter’ ;.Eo Oi‘bo, po 3&10

_ I . ;ZDexber Perkins, Bemds offS A tliste
“+(Bostons ILittls,; Brown and Co. 5 911), p.

7 of the 'ﬂ;ossoe_ Doctrine, :




| "or external affairs of another.

v ‘;T'f.., a;,\.:_,'; s

A néw treaty with Guba

in that year ébrogated the Platt. amend-
.'iaent, under which f.he United Sta te's haa the right to supervise Guban

?}‘."*",xi'oreign- polioy and “¢igcal afed ""“,_ a5 well as the right 0 1ntervene with:

almed force. That politim.ap_ ___~imperialism ‘was not merely a new disguise

. ~or economic Mperialism was demonstrated by tha manner 1n which the .
: jAEmerican "protectorata“ Gver: Haiti was terminat.ed in 193k " after con-"' :
.' gerences with President Vincent, 1n Cap Haitien, Haiti, f.he t.m Presidents
‘ ;"énnounced“ a’plan which accorded full financial indepem'lence to f!aiti.

I*‘rom then on, ah successive Panqurican Gonferancea, t.ha Iatin

‘A:Perican countries came 1ess and less t.o fear t.he t.ef.e-é-tet.e with their
| p?werful northern neighbor. There ms even somet.hing of a ret.urn to the ‘
epirit of 1823 - whan the Monroe Boctrine expressed a sp:lrit of eqmlity
- and friendly nnderstanding | o | |
l\ ~ But 48 must not be. i.magined that Roosevelt viowed Pan-Americanism
aa a movement unconnected with ‘the national 1nteresta of t.he United Stat.es.
"\‘Pa‘n-Amricanism had its origins, aecarding to Perkins, "1n a brcadening
~1n‘terest in the commercial and financial posaibilities opaning up 1n

Iatin America" 1 What was chiefly charactaristic of the New Deal's Good :

1

Neighbor Policy was the ggnpipe;bqnhom;e_ with which 1t wis Hcarr.ield ._out.:,

.

. : IDexter Perkins,gg- 9_&- 9 Pt 317.
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'E,' nd., of whi ch onie of the haPPY: onsequences was the allegiance of so

i mamr of t.he Sout.h American Eepnblics to the Allied causa duri.ng t.he Fa’ar.

{ ‘I‘he mrshalling of t,hese nations against the Axis was considered by mmf ,
imluding oumner t:'ielles 'y as cne of ‘the acts. that. shaped modem histery.l :

A

rgen‘bina, whose eeanomy 18

o '::Ln competition than complamentary to 2
t.rxat of the United States, taas, up to tha Farrel regma, markedly pro- B
qm Bnt in the’ mwreats of hemisphere solidarity, and in a resolute
G spirit of geod—neighborlineaa, the United St.ates delegation secured

L

:;-1-_ Argentina !_s adm:lssion ,t..q the ~Unite§ Nat,ions O_rg,anizat:ion tn.,19h5.-

In American colonial affalrs, ciremnstames allcwed Roosevelt
':t.o exercise & greater initiat.ive over the course of affairs. The Demo- ,

el 'ats in office resumed the anti-colonialism of Bryaa and Wilson. In
193k a treaty with Panama abrogat.ed clauses of the ‘I'reat.y of 1903 5 by

-~which f.hat. Repnblic was made a semi-protectorata of the Unit.ed Statea. o

o Lsss aleruist.ic than the sentmenta of the 1898 anti-imper.taliets were
= thle motivea t.hat .now nrged Philippine independence. ‘i‘he depressiern of
11929 stmulated inberest in t.heir independence. Amrican beet-«-sugar and
da“iry product mterests viewed thppine competition as injurious to

o

=:~“"tpeir own domeatic markets. Amqng the most enhhusmtic champions mare
anatcrs from Inuis:lana and Gtah, the 1eading sugar stat.es. Labor leaders

" supported independence t.o prevent Filipino immigration and preserve the

R ':,‘Liiring standards of American sorkers.a Extreno isolatimists in. their

. ISumner Welles, Seven Becisions_ that Shgmd x,
(New Iork: Harpar and Brothers, 19'1 . .




en year prabats.onary per:lod. ‘,'But the economic features of the Act1 were

‘o ominous that the Fhilippine, Iegislatm'e reject.ed it as a "death sené

On March 2, 19314, President. Roosevelts eenﬂ a maasage to. Congress
r‘ecommending bhat the Aet be extended. He propoeed that a. trade. confarence
B be called to correct inequalitiea in f.he t.ariff provisions by agreenents, -

'I’his Iaw, revamped as the ‘Iydin "'."t b Duffie Aet, was, tent.ative],y accepted
| by the Ph.'!.lippine legialature. Tha Filipines accapted t.he Act as their

only opportunity to gain independems, and on the assxmption that tariff

: concessicms would be made by -the-'new administratim in ’e"lashingﬁons But

Céngress soon violated the spirit of the law by mposing a speoial tax
aglainst coconut-oil imports aw fixing sugar quotaa. "Efforts of the

e President to prevent. such act.s of bad faith were frni’oleas. Mot nnt:u .
31337 did the Joint commit.t.ee on Philippine Affairs maet. to consider im-

o 1p'rcvement. of traae relations, and 1ts pure]y advisory work had litﬂe

: "l',iéuccess“, coments Basil Bauch, the, New Deal historian.l He adda, ‘Some=
o l ' -
wmlat oryptically, "If the motives and the reault.s of the grant of Phinp—

Cpt he. :Lndepemdence wem not all advantageous to the Filipinos, at least
- tﬁe:l.r right to ‘¢hoose freely $o assune the responsibility of independence |

.
-‘haa not been withheld by the United States.

Yaasti Rauchy g, oit.) po Uh "




It ‘can be sa:.d that America ’a att:.tude to Puerto Rico and the

Virgin Is]ands, was. more altruist.ic. Some extemporaneous ramarka made

|

: ét a welceme-home party at. Hyde Park on August s 193h, give a. clue to

' seven's thinking: abeub these areasi; He said, "o people ia Puert'.o o
B 400 and the Vﬁ.rgin Ial.ands and the Camal: che and !Iawaii, xw mt.ter What
| Jbeir racial origin way- have been, are scm our i’elltm-citizens, and as
S silluch wo have a’ very distinct responsibiuty for. them’ as long as: the
' American flag flaats ‘over t.hem. So6-I wanted to ‘so0 at i‘irst hand wmat
a slcl:me of their problems vered. to -gee’ whather this graat nation of ours
o wl:as d'bi'ng the right t.hs.ng by ﬁhesa fellcm Amaricans of ours."1 'ﬁx:ls ‘48 -
. a‘r‘z expression of &n at.t:ltude that contixmed ‘almost- unchanged. Indee’d,'v a
.4-"'5' >rt. of bad 00nscience over tarritorial acquisition caused Waahington to
v'.}"‘spenﬂ véast sums t‘or the improvament of these areas: . In 19M3, Rocsevelt

: recommended that the people of Pi:uarto Rico be allowed to elect their azm”:
Lgevemor. 8ugh a step. would have heen of vast mport, in the Caribbaan,
L te colonial powers and their sub,jects alike. It wcmld have demonstrated "
M"ir,fc the peOple of the area the great divergence ‘between America's attituﬂe
to their territ.ories, and that of France, Great Bﬁtain -and the Nether]ande ’
' "Nthe poesessors of the other Wast. Ind:ian colonies. SRR
. '_ In hia message to Congress making the recommandat.ion, the Pres:l:-
éhsam: D f_ B
o 16 has long been ‘the poncy of the Government of tho United

States proyessively to reinforée. the machinery of self-govemment.
m 1te territories and. island’ posseasiens s o In accordance

15 I. Rosema.n, 'I'he Public Pa rs

» f l"’ranklin p_. Roo’sevelt,v
Vol; III, (Wew Yories. Randon House,S p--392.” ——t




'.""with the general polioy "of"' this governmant., I recomnend to the
"Congress that it consider as soon as possible an amendment to -

. "the organic law of Puerto.Rico to pormit the people of Puerto. -

. 'Rico to elect thelr own governor, and to redefine the f‘umtions

-~ and powars of the Federal Government. and the Govermnent cf

' Puerbo Rico- respective]y. N o o

. Rosenman notes that the Congress vas slow in -acting upan the

liresi‘d'ént g recomendatima.' Feeling strong]y t.hat the prineiples of

self-determination and self-govement were amo:ng the baeic prinoiples

for which the war was being feught., the President, on September ki, 191&11, ,

aent. a lef.t.er to Rapresent.ative G, Jasper Bell, Ghaiman of the House

_cammittee ‘on Inmﬂar Affairs, requesting early considerdtion of this legia-
|

: I&imion. The reccormended. legislat-ion was not-, howeve;'_,- passed by the Con-

O-.-'g-ess during President Roosevelt'e Metime.

On July 25, 1946, Preaident ‘Pruman nemimated Jesus T. Pinero

as . Covernar of Pusrto Rico, and Governor Pinero was maugurat.ed on Sep~ _‘
j.c"smbér 35 19L6. Preaident 'Irnman also nominat.ad Judge Willsam: D. Hastie,
the fi.rst Negro to be Governor of the Virgin Islande. The effect of thie

T was- even sbronger in the Garibbean.

i o Another American Mitiative, affecbing other colonial territories
in the Caribhean, was ths setting up of ‘the Anglo-American Caribbean Com-

- ‘misg on in 1942, In the. werds of Gordell Hull, "Seeurity reasions and an '
" ho |mastt. regard. for ‘the welfare of. these peoples S.mpelled us to suggest. to
. Britain the creation of a Commission. . - ."2

- 1s 1. Rosenman, op. cit., Vol. xx, P ms

2 ; |
Cordell Hull, The Hemoirs of Cordell ggg (New York: The
IJa:mil]an Comyamr, 19h8, 11),. Pe 1233': ’
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‘I'ne terms of refere'ce; of the Oonnnission were broad, including

matters of labor, agriculture, housing, health, aducation, social welfare

,and economics. It. was conceived asa peacetime organizat.ion, and 1ta man-

I date clearly related to a world at peace, but 1?. was immdiately plunged

.'into efforbs t.o keep t.he Caribbean peoples from being atarved out by the "
greater war demanda in other areds. ‘_ The Commiss:ion follcmed t.he principle

o|i’ encouraging active participation by dependent peoplea m shaping the ‘

policy :ln their area. .. i

i ... . "The Commissien provided an example that I felt and said could
P wyall be followed by other nations s and in other paruz of the mrld" 5 added
,‘.‘!{_nn 1 Indeed, the S(mth Paci.fic Commisss.on tarmed in 19147, was modeled .

‘c'm the bas:ls of the experiance gained in the Caribbaan. P

1 . These commissions may be seen as anall bub eigniucant ex:preasions

of tha New Deal dmmic, and as a part of Roosevelt's ‘broad ambitionsx .%o

- 1 " %@]‘htg:inatlon towarda full . prodmtion and employment, t.o en]arge Unitedf

e St.ates erade a‘bréad, to off ' h ) moral virtues of peace and cooperatiom




| ‘ :
oo B WAR!TEEGGLO‘JIB&AM THE A‘I‘IAN‘I‘ICGMWER

L

Before being struok by the disaster of war, and by the 1dealism |

of the Atlantio Chart.er, t.he colonial worlrl made a magnificent display

on world mps of Brit.ain, France, Italy, the Nether]ands, Belgium, and

Japan. In the British Empire, mcluding the Sudan s mandates and dominions

iahd a hotal popnlation of h7o munon owing allegiance t.o the King.

.10 million people. The Dutch Empire comprehended t.welve territories 5 |

liens

Konea and Mancmx!'uo, 576,000 Square milee and 59 million people.l'

-Gez'many resented being among the "have—not“ nations.

Polioy Association Booklet, In Quest of Empirez

'wTre sixty-aix territori.es, with a t.obal area of 13,100,000 square miles,

rnled over t.wentyafour terricories, including mandatas > l,hO0,000 square
mjles and 65 million colon:lals. Ita]y -8 late comer - rnled over five,

including Ethiopia and the Aegean posseseions, l,hO0,000 square miles , and

tctaling 576,000 sqnare milos, and ruled 59 minion sub;jects. Belgium "
po ssessed two, mcluding a mandate, 9&0,000 squa.re ‘miles and ruled 13 mil-

Japan vied with these, with nine territoriea mcluding mandates,

Italy, it will be noticed, had less exciting figunee. Ttaly and

Fascism in Italy had
beon aided by Italian discontent with her amall gains after the great war,

]'These figures s in round and therefore only approrximate 2, WOre
obtiained, as was much of the information in this section, from the Foreigm

F‘ranca

by Walter Consuelo Iangsam, pp.’S’G-S], 1939.-

~ Ihe Problem of Colonies,




Irica " South-WeSfa Asia, ‘bhe ’Camerons . Nerw Gninea, tha Marianae and bhe

. Marshall Islands.‘ But they wer ‘confidant of . getting t.hese back; Gsrman |
'1ftmivarsit.ies had never ceased to give lessons B:n colon:lal administration.l
2 On Ja:mary 30, 1939, the sixth amivsrsa:y ef his rula, Adolf

,,‘.‘Hitler made gomo “very pointed ramarka" on the subject’ of colonies. He

The great German colonial poseesaions Which the Reich once.

S A acquirad peacefully by treaties and by paying for them, have been
I 8%0lén « « o o The thoft of the CGerman colonics was morally an

B mjust.ice. Ecoriomically, it wds utter insanityl . The political

. motives advanced were 50 mean that one is tempt.ed mare]y to call
o them silly. o

What naturally pained the Gamans Wors . the dec]arat.ions by
i '923 1ted statesmen that "conscience“ would not:- permit t.he return of millions

‘""of "helpless natives” to German bmt.alit.y and- axploitat,ion. The ’I?hird

S 'Reieh believad t.hat. the Only way t.o remo1re the atlgma placed by the ‘charge

- »:".iofi misrnle was, to make Germany again'a Golonial power.. Muesolini, wel- .
cc’ming Hitler as. part.ner in colonial ambs.tion, declared in 1937, ,

o "Garmarm must regain her place beneath the African gun o e 4 e I 18
| ’nevessary that a. great people nke the Geman peop].e ‘recover the position

7. .uhieh 15 dne 149 3

o 1i'i'alt.er Consuele Iangaam, In Quest t of ‘E_Jg___, (New York?’ 1939, -
| F_ol-eig: Policy Associaticn, Ltd.), De. 79. ,

2
. Ibid., Pc 70

)

i
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One possible solution f’or the colonial problems was not ro=

seived wm: ent.husiasm by-any. of the colonial powers. The Britisnen,

' '."!-eonard Barnee, in hie book, "The Futm'e of Colonies" euggested t.hat
-

shie colonial pewere convert. their possessions into mandates and administer
- “them: as agent.s for the Ie&gue Bin accordance Wit-h provialone dafined in a

'i.eague mndate" 1 Suppert fer euch a plan was. ]ater tO come from the

w

- strongest poseible source < the President of the. United St.ates of America.
!
I

W . elf solidarity of their European rulers, the fury of their o aieeansione

The first. great war had shown t0 all colonial peeples the lack

and str:l.fes, and tshe thinnese of their pretenaiene ta be t.he choeen bearere
; -of peace and order te ]esser breede beyend the . law. . 4

' Evente early in the -gecond great. war: ahook and almest destroyed
N many - of t.he fmmdations of imperial z-elat.;r.one. By August 19!10, Hitler 8
- aJ'nw had oven-un Holland, France and Belgium. The . French: Empi.ra was still
| held by temzous etrings t.o V:Lchy France - bub the Frae h*ench ‘were: near

o ‘t@zying' te:“-seVer them. French Equatorial Africa 5. under the black governor,

o Felix &aoue later declared for h'ee Frame - an act which amounted to a
i B mporary dec]aration of mdependenoe from Paris. The Vichy government
| kept firm control over: West Africa 2 the Ivory Coast, Guinea and the _
QEmeroons. The Vichy forcee offered atrong reaistance when a Free Freneh'
Frce and a British naval equadron attempt.ed on September 23, 19’41, te
8o Lze Dakar. _ For ' the moment Vichy France also retained a shaken contrel ili
| v“’“ﬁr five et.ates - the Sheriffean Empire of Morecco, t.he realms of Tunis,.'

(
l -
T

' lmgas, pe 92

|
I




'i"'f,;_.__‘.taambodia and Iaos 5 and the empire of' Vietnam The French presence re-v- .
.:':ma.ined effecgive, f,hough erest.rallen in the mandates of Syria amd’ Iabanon.

The Du!;ch colomee in the Far Eaat. - Java, Sumatra, and the

"‘o‘ther islande of the East Indies = and. in the Atlanuc, Surmam,’ Aruba, F
8aba, had lost their motherland to Nazi Germany. Queen’ Wilhelmina was

iin exile, a monaroh with an empire, But wit»houﬁ a realm._' The King of the o
: B'elgian Congo was now a creature of H:lt.ler a. i o e
But the Empire and” Cammomealth of Britain, extending over nearly

@ quart.er of the earth's land surface s was out of enenv hands and t.he

league oi‘ exiled rulers in Eng]and could informally agree with Great Britain
L t.kl:at their poaseaeione would be pnot.ected, preserved and event.uauy re=
o ere'é. R R

% The 0016' empix-a promised speetbr liberation wag that of Italy.

; 3O‘;ﬁera‘biene were in progress already 1n Semaliland, involving British colo-- '
ni“al t.roops i‘ighting to free Italy's East African territoriee. The rapi-.d

of event.s in’ Enrope cauaed great apprehension in America during 19h1.

!erstepping the wideat limits of neutralit.y, America offered aid and com=
for'b to C’vreatu Br:ltain, and to the exiled heads-of-states 111 Britain. An

examp 1e of American aid is the transfer of fift.y American destroyers to
thL Royal l‘!avy. One comfort, f.o be appreciated ag an expression of t.he
o Ameﬁcan President 's sentiment.s at t.hat tim were t.hese lines sent by

-Rowsevelt to Prime Minisber Churehin. ‘ ‘Ihe President wrote to Ghurchill

",%m 19 January, 19h1. "z think this verse applies to ¥°m' Pe°919 as it d°“ |




- Satd on,,Q rship of Statel:
o ' ' Union, streng and great!"
S fjHumanity‘With all its fears, ' - -
o '?‘iit.h all the hopea of future years, ' _ -
Ia hanging breat.hless on thy fatea,l

By t.he beginning of 19h1 America had joined Britain in a "common-

law allianoe", as 1t was called, againat Nazi Garxnany and Fasoist Italy,,
- Sritain was the' benigerent partnar. America remained techn:leauy nentral,
B dmua ‘bhe President waited for mt.erventmust sentiment. to expand. |
1 Tha need t,o rally all the peoplea of the vorld, as well ag his

. 1 ellm*t ﬁmericans, aga:mst. t.he menacee of’ Bitlerism and Fascism was con-
;‘atant.ly exarcieing Rooaevelt "a mind; Be felt it his ‘duty to assume

. -_gaadorship in aesuring the peoples of the Amerieaa and of Asia that the

'antihézds cause Wms the canse of freedom. He gave ut.terance to his forvor

o for freedom 1.n an address to the Whif.e Honse Correapondente' Association

L ﬁn Maroh: 15, 19!41. 'I'he speech came at. a simiﬁcant mamenta fonr days

_'a‘fter the passing of his lenda-iease Act, which, according to Rosenman, ha
‘ Lo . s
_;.\_glways called the "aid~to-democraoies bill" 2 Ond theme, boo, waa also _

@iﬂcant, _ Roesevelb declaredz "There never ‘has been, there isn't

nt there rever will be, axw race of people on. ear’oh fit to gerve
.'.-»_ma‘sters over their fellow men os e . We believe that. any. nationality,

e ;ng matter how small, has the inharent right to 1t.s oW nationhood.“3

. Winst.on Ghurchill, The Grand Allfance, (Bostsom nought,on
'uffl.m, 1950), P, 2&. o ‘

2

2Samue]. L. Rosenman, Working vﬁ.th Roosevelt., (New York. Harper
ard Brotherﬂa 1952), ppo 272‘273. )

S 3Samuel I Rosemnan, ‘The Publio Papers ‘and Addressgs .of Franklin .
D, Roosevelt, (New Yorks Harper and Brothers, 19505, pe 69. ER




'.,f'f":?ss :

Tt was. a thems oonstant.ly to be repeated, to foe anﬂ to allyy al:lko. By

his American audience, described by Rosemnan as consisrting of newspaper- |

; :men, hard—headed newapaper owners and editors, d;he speech was rece:.ved wit.h

T

great enthusiasm" " )

As. Lend-baaag Administrator, the President'e Asaist.ant., Harry .
‘R:pkins, paid his second visit to Lendon in July i9h1. At this tiiib, the
'P!Lasident 's mnitary_ advisors held the view that the British were attache
* ing too much importande to the Middle East. Their concern for the dis=

N "po'sal of the equipmenf. be‘ing sent 'fro-m América juotified, they believed, -
A.,tl eir raising- this que,s&ion,wzth the Church:.ll ‘government.. Hopkins inti=-
mated this view to Chn!‘chlll, who resisted: the idea, but jumped at Hopkin's
i t_i,mation that Roosevelt would welcome a ;.,personal mebtingd Churchill
saw’ thié:.- conference-as an opportuni_tyf\'to proclaim- the close aasociat;lon. of
" Biitain and the United Statés, and whit came to be called the Atlantic

Charter, was a Bri’t;-ish-. pfoductioo} suggested by Roosevelt, but cast in

) hurchill?s ‘o mrds.z One comsntator -éaw Ghurchiavellian tactics in

. t "Deapite hie preoccupations vrit.h military power", wrot.e Louis Wehle,

' R 9osevelt. was never wholly free from the spell of Wilaon's dream. It was
. this that enabled Ghnrchill in August 19b1, when-the United States was

- 8b Lll neut.ral, ‘to tempt Roosevelt by 'conqurrence in the Atlantic Charter

) la €. Allen) Great Britain and the United States: A Histo
. of|An 1o- American Relations, (ﬁew Iork: St Martin Press, TnCey. s 1933;
De. 319. : . o

: . Winsf.on Churchill, The' Great Alliance (Bostcnz Roughton
‘M4£F1in Co., 1950), pp. wa-uslr.‘,'“ |

S

~
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" into what. was ‘essent;ia'lly a preliminary alliance Wi'th Britain, Chil'r'*hi'll,.
"f'=,.__,,'-1.he astute angler, was able to catch hn.s fish with bait that probab]y ap-
pealed littla to his own t.aste. : He !cnew his mans In addition to 1ts :_

E ringing "four freedoms" the decument. declared for "the establishmnt of a

wider gnd p’emanent system. of. general security to~£ollow the war's end"._l

All this gives Roosevelt. undeserved cr_a.dit for political» naivete. Indeed,
" Roosevelt ‘himself ‘desired such 'a:':-joint.--estazemqnt as a spm,-‘ and enc“oux-arge-gij

ment for".él’l nétion; .f.hen fighting‘ the Axis. H§ also saw in the fluidity_
_. of the. wa} a‘itu"ati._on a chance to strike a blow éﬁ “the colonial concept.
For what was in his mind on the way: to Placentia Bay, the book of remini-
scences by his‘apx‘x’;@im:l,qt , prcv'id'eg perhaps the best .'méight». It is a
none-too=exact record wh’ic‘ﬁ ‘gives 5 "'however, ‘at least the essénce of the
P*esident 15 views » and’ of his’ pers.tstsnt. anti-imperialiem.
| f Before the Confarenoe, the President discuased with his son some
~of the requesbs he anticipated from Churchill. "Watch and see if the P. M.

doesn't staft off by demanding that we iﬁnnediatfeiy. declare waz;'against' the

N&lizis."z. . « . "Tho British Empire is at staké « « « « I think I speak
" ad America's President. when I gay that America won't help England in this
walr aimply so that she will be able to coptinue to ride roughshod over

- colonial peoples. . . 03

llmns B, Wehle, Hidden Threads of History: Wilson Throug_
aoosevem (Now Yorks Macnillan i1lan Co., 1953), pp. 229-30.
] |
. et Rooseven, As He Sew e (New Yorks Duell, Sloan and
Pearce), P 3¢ .

¥ 31bid., pp. 2Ls2S. '
S Elliott Roosevelt was able to produce verbatim reports of con=
versations with his father, without having made a verbatim record. .The

i
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B meating. After-dinner discnssions between the leaders before the.u' re-

the course of ccnversat.ion cace

' ‘ Indeed, as. President Roosevelt had’ anticipated; the colonial

duestion provided the lesa amicable monents, of the, hastords Atlantic |
i

’:_'-’a_ aective entourages grew: acri.minious on. this issua, Ths President t‘ook
™ gh opportnnitx;to. tellﬁhe _?rime Mmate:.- 9T can't believe that we can
fight. a war against: Fascist slavery; and.at the same vims nob work to free
people-all ovérx‘the;wpg]:dff@ a backnard colonial -;I)olicﬁr.v“l As Elliott
Raosévélﬁ‘ it:rote's ' “Ind:a,Buma = these were reproadhe“s‘.- ' Fa‘therfha'ving |

~ once mentioned them aloud s would keep reminding his British hearers of .

| theae, stick:l.ng his st.rong fingers into sore consciences, proddmg, need-

.' gi,.:.ng. And it vas not from perversity, either; it wag: from c.mviction. :

;-c?u,emn knew thats that was what ‘worried hin most. Smoothly he chaneed
o

:.,.-to keap the eub:ject away i‘rom F‘ather )

éud his ‘mention of the coloniél» quest.ion . . ."2 E

' Iater when Elliott. suggest.ed that t.he President. and - the Prme

T. Minister oould only get along if t.hey kept off the subjact of India, t.he

| Presi@em;,geplgedz_ "I think - we '11 ‘even talk soms more about India before
. we're through. And Burma. And Java. g Indo-china 4nd_Tndonesia.

P Aqld all. the African’ colonies. And Egypts And Palestine. We'll talk

-"’:ablout 'em all. o e ." Roosevelt. knew t.hat his meeting with one’ of the

tr!nt.h of- his writings will tantalize historians and politicians s but his
‘reports cannot. be: disregarded. - : :

lhniott. Roosevelt s As. He ga;_gv_ ;[j., pe 37,
21bid., pe 38. , ’




“;. :elligerents would draw mixed reactions at home, Bub: he knew also that.

‘.i»f__"."_‘_ -115 most devoted liberal: supportars and most. of. his bitterest enemies

;'.:armong the isolationists were uhi ted at that time. in their distrust of
! ; .

British. Inperialism, He: was- ,.t'to be maneuvered t.nerefore, into using,
or appearing to use,. Amerioan ‘power - to prop up ‘the’ British Coloni.al -
v Iximpire,.;.' Indeed, in the: desperation ef. Britu.m s struggle fer eurvival,

‘ES"America could best'exert salutary pressure -on Britain-to -apply "Twentleth .

Century -methods "y Roosevelt termed it, to the develonmnnt of he¥ backward

coloniess “The .peace cannot 'include any continued despotis‘gz;; The struce

. ture:of the peace demands; and will get equality '-éf'.paoplesa-f"-z Thus, thinks

mé British historian, Chester, m-méﬁ, When Roosevelt added to Ghurchill's
| '-,d.~aft the statemsnt thaf. he and the Prime Eﬁnister mshed to "see sover~

q. Len: righta and self=government- rastored to those who- have been forcibly

-. deprived of thase" Boosevelt was think:lng not only of- the occup:led

e ) pmmtries of. Enrope 5 but also of colonial peoples throughoub the world.3

The implicatiens of Article Iz of the Charter were closely ‘bound

in Roosevelb's mind with those of the trade queation, dealt. with in

" Artiele ;w.f,_~ "The, equa;ity of. ;paople‘__ix;vqlve.s.th_e !lt.mo_at frecton 0_3

A

s oo

1wnnam Hardy Mcuem, Royal Insm.ut.e of Im;ernational .
Aftairs Sm-vax of Int.emational Affairg: Amorica, Britain g;_zg Russia,
.19 a-19h6, ( ord Univers:lt.y *088, 19% ), pe LOs '

2Ell;l.ott RooseVelt, As He Saw It, p. 36,

- ~ Jchester Wi]mob, ‘I'he sm-ugg_l_ 6 for M.» (z.ondom Collins,
191’2)’ pc 6330 : . . )
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'»’l:ji-::'mch to- snggest that somo 'of the, ’i—oolonial fervor s dus t-.o hoatmty
to mperial mferance. Assiatant. Secretary of Stata ’e’felles, Who was

* procent, was impressed #ith the unhappy effects which the Ottawa Agreements ’
i provs.ding for. im;aerial tapif? preferences ’ had had ont ‘the’ econony. of all’
" nations, and partioularly on-that of the United-States: Tt was his expees
. fation that the British Prime ldnister; nowin'ho position of strength,

. would borwilldng to indicate. nis country's intention’ "to 'cooperate fully

© ‘with the United States in-holding out the hope that their two 'gcvei'meﬁ%‘éf
-~ would assume leadership in bringing about the elinination of autarehic
trada syst.ems, and in abolishing such examples of diseriminatory commor="
: . edal arrangements as the impemi ﬁrefarences themselves“ 2 ' ,
S sy te Ch\n'chill's drafs of the fourth article,” dthy w11

7‘?-“'7};' 8t .rive to bring about a fair: and "e'quitahle distribution of eesential pro~

: :'"_' duce ] not. only within their territ,erial boundaries, but bet.ween the nationa
| of the world", Roosevelt proposed to ddd the words “without. discrimination
" ard ‘on equal’ terms" According $o'Churehill, this predused “the only
~serious difference"” of the diacusai.on tor he at once objeeted tbat theae
wbrds might call in quest:lon ths Ot.tawa Agreements, and "I was in no pos:l-

_ 'tion to accept. them o ée o I could mt help mentioning the British

| . ]Elliott Roeaevelt - A- He Saw It, ‘Pe- 37.

C 2Sumner Wenes, ’Ihe Time for Decision (Naw Yorks Harper and
Brothers, 191414), pe 176- R .
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" of

L cruc:lal clause 111, a8 ef clause. IV«

- Yol ;___ (Bostonc Hought‘.on Mifflin Oo.,'

_ . They. will endeavor, .wihh duo respact.‘ for. 'oheir ex.‘lsting
. obligations, to further the enjoyment by all states,. great or. _j, A
v omally -victon. or vanqiished, of acgess on equal torms o the -

trade and to the raw materials of the warld, which are needed
A . for t.heir economic progperity.

o

To “the: Amewicans, it seemed more: than ‘the. expression of pions

' 'hape it was meant to be. Wenes wrote, It was fully -understood, haweVer, ‘

- that the reservaticn was marted :80lely to take. care of what 't was hoped
- wonld . be merely temporary 1mpedimenbs %0 the more fameaching commitment
‘ . originally envisaged 3.n that artiele e e @ 2

o

Anﬂ the United States was
ret.um again and again to the assault on the twin evils,, as ﬁs seemad,

g of c_c;;_lonialism and colonial exclusivenesss. R

Aecordingly,( when - t.he Conference ended and. the worm, learning: -

tho: seoret "Atlantic Rendezvons" heaz'd the- Charter proelaimed, there, '

w8 much ambiguiﬁy ana mental reservations about the. mpncations of the'.

When Deputy-?remier Blement Attleo .

* . annunced. it ‘to the Bri‘biah peopls, he jxnagined that, Article IIT applied

s

’mnston Churehill, The Greab AL

Tne Second World War,

28umner Vlelles, ___e_ Time for Decis:i.en, (ﬂer: York: Haiiv_pe'r'-and

| Brotheis, 19hh), Ps. 176.




to all peoples; dg it said. As President of a still neutral nation,

| . ] . I .y . '
ioés‘ev’elt cou];d not at once amplify the official'announcement,- but he was
150 make it clear Later that he conaidemd it . asa mat.ter of fact. and of

vrecord % to be of universal application. -He allowed reporters to. quote ‘

PVET

him directly ag saying, "The Atlantic Charter appliea to all humanity" 1

1lbe Brltish learned, observed Sherwood, "That when you st.at.e a moral prin- : J'/
cl‘i'ple you are stnck- with:it, no matter hc‘w-many fingers you may have k_ept_.j‘ g

qlz'ossed at the moment." 2

- The significance of the word "all" was not lost. on the world.
ih was not long before the people of Ind:la $ Burma, !.alay, Indonesia were .
beginning to ask if the At.lantic Charter extended also to the Pacific and

to Asia in generals So acute and embarrassing did the questiong.become

that Churchill was lat.er compelled to t.ake cognizance of them. Beportirig

IR 1 the House of Commons on September 9, 1941, the Prime Minister saids

At the Atlantic meeting we had:in mind, primari]y, the res-
toration of the sovereignty, selfw-government and national life
of the states and nations of Europe now under the Nagi yoke; and
the principles governing any alteratioms. in their territorial
boundaries which misy have to be made. So that is quite a sepa~-
rate. problem from the progressive evolution of self-governing

institutions in thg regions, and peopla which owe allegiance to
~the Brit.ish Crown.

S

Thus, both leaders were aware that t.wo constmct:.ons could be

placed on’ Article III of ‘the Charter. Fqg,the 'rest of the war, the two

Lnew York Times, October 28, 1942.

Robert E. Sherwocd, Roosevelt and Hopkinss An Intimate History,
(Néw Yorks Harper and Brothers, 19L8), PP pe 362-363, ' '

3

Parlismentary Debat.as , Fifth Series-,. cols. 68«69,







. CHAPTER IV |
THE WARs THE QUESTION OF INDIA

|| The possible interpretations of Article III-came to the first
test over the political statis of the sub-continent of Br:ltish India.

- It. waa certainly over the Inddan queation that feeling ran highest between

L

i the wo Teaders at the béginadng ‘of ‘theds wartine comradaship.l. India wag
; t.tixe greatest of the British colonies and ‘the: nearaet to 1ndependence. The

Anllerican ‘people were ganerally strongly in sympathy with the Indians in

tl;ueir agitation for aut.onouw.-vzv A willing ear was.--a]svayg' given tq the .
- p:f—-oteseé of Indian naticrialist leaders, some of whom, like Candhi and

- -Nehru,f*had caught. the popith“ﬁf&ﬁcy& Bééideé,r ‘Gandhi and many of the
other . laaders whose propoganda was’ so effectiva 1n the United States, held

great hopes for Amer:!.ca. ,' nIg my demande are. Just, America can_ ingist on

‘XxLiian independence”, he is quoted s say:lng.3 The Americén New. Deal ad-
- m n:latration regarded India as a lamentable example of Br:l.t:leh imperialiam,
' bit‘,- - pr;lor to Pearl Harbor, as an ‘eq;qlpsiv_e British responsibnity. The

PR b
w, O Lo
N (} Py

15. c. Allen, Qreat Br.tt.ain and the United St.at.es, p. 819,
2

Sumner Welles, M Are’ We Heading, (New Yoils Harper and

o Brothers, 1946), p. 324, Welles noted, that the propoganda of the Indian
: ‘Cangress "has been exceedingly succeéssful: in the. United States in per
.aulading a great majority of the American peOple that the only problem

befora the’ British Govermnent. 19 to clear out of India . e ."

!I . 3Chester Bowles,»Ambassador'a g by (Rew Iork: Harper and
Bl{'othm‘a, 195’-‘)) P 690

i * ) __".“
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com'lng of war- changed this ofﬂcial reaervation.l

' In December 19&1, as‘ hra' advancing Japanese armies threatened

e ] India thh the firat large-acala, invasion aince Britiah rule, the sitna- '
tien in India deteriorated m a diet.urbing manners, The great »political

partiee, t.‘:e Congress Party and- the Hoslenm. Ieafrus s had chiefly in. cenmon
- a r'lgid host.ility to the British Government, and. gave smll help to propo—

3
B z sala for defenae. Some of their politicians felt 'that if India ¢ould some-
5 how threw off British connections, perhaps there mum he no motive for- a
| Japanese invaslmg ‘l’he peril to India might pessib]y only consist :i.n her
. i; link W:Lth a Br‘ltish &npire.' If thia link eould be swered, surely India
3 could adopt the position of Eire/s . R |
: ‘ e dnder theaegcircumstancea, fear:l.ng the; neutralist attitude, and
,

: . jaalous of obtaining the alliance of ‘the Indian. people in the fight against

-Japan, the United States government naw felt it to be its responsib:_f;ity
el on Indian’ affairs.. They wamed

to express 1ts views and - offer

the British that the. Indians‘ ‘g not be. allowed to i‘eel that _th_" were .

ed on to fight anothez' Asiatie power m erder to. preserve :

- Ehzropean rule in Inda.a.,

But Churoh:lll would t'willingh/ agree to the leaders of a

‘i foreten s;afte_ mﬁawemqg’;jgg 1ter ‘between representatives of tha King-

i
TN lGomdell Kull, Memoi.rs Vol. II, (Hew Iorks Macmillan Co, §- 19’48);
} ' - 2Winston Ghnrchill, g of Fate, Ps: 206, et. seq.' "So, not

without force, tho arguement ran" Churchill ccmmnted,

i .




ks

‘ Empe o and Messrs., Gandhi and Nehru. - Hor cou]-.‘&"he trust the Amex‘vicana

as. counseuors about the Bri.t.i.sh E&npire. "The concern of the Americans :

."x

L E n;ith the strat.egy of a world mr" -he Wrote, tmas bringing them 1nto touoh
‘ th political 1esues on wm.oh they had strong opinians and little experi-v'
e‘me. “1 Ha observed cntting}y, drawing on the nsual Brit.ish para.llel ber

tween the reapective ":mtamal” problems of t.he Nagro 1n America, and t.he
] """ians m the Empire, that ”In .count.ries where there 15 on]y one race, -

broad and loft.y views are taken 'of: tha color quast.ien. Simﬂarly, atates

which have no’ overseae eolonies or possessions are capable of rising to

3] "cl:ods of great elevation and detachment. about the affairs of those who

-

e first skimish on ft.hm eub,ject ws in Washingt.on, in the

o dalys after Pearl Harbor, when the t.wo grand loaders organized the Alliance.
% and mapped out the whole st.rategv of alhed defense.f Glmrchi.ll reports

o iihat. the Presidenb discussed the Ind::an problam with him, %0n the usual

" ;’::2"5;\::9r1can"lines" He stated t.hat ‘ng reacted so0 strongly and at sich length

that he ’never raised 1t verba]ly again" S ] ahemood doas not emggerate

'when ha wrote that India "me indeed one sub,ject on which the normal,

' broad-minded, good—humored, give-and—take attituda whieh prevailed batween
) /

.‘i"":', the two etat.esmen was stopped. cold. ‘Iv may be said that Ghurchill would

1W1netcn Ghnrchill, The H_i_ng_ of % » 209.
L 2Ibid., Pe 209. . o et I
o mdype 209,




b6
see the Empire in rnins ‘and himselt buried under bhem before he would con-
: cede’ the right of any Amerioan, however great, and nlustrious a friend,

- to make anw suggestions as to whav he sheuld do about. Ind:la" R

“In the course of t.he organigation of t.he Gram’l Alliance eome

f‘?;:;..diffieult po:mts aroge abourb whaf: governments and authoritiea should s:lgn

" tLhe Declaration. "’I‘he ?!ar Cabinet" Churchnl crypticany noted,' ;"did not. '
o w“ish t'ox fr_pclude India as a separat.e sovereign pewer“ 2 This closed that
;saruenlai- point, | 'l’his did not elose ‘ths whole 1ssne. It was Just t-he

| b|eg mning ef a continuing debate which exacerbated rather than reconciled

- f,ne attitudes of the Preaident and P‘rime Miniater.
. 3 ’I‘he course of the disput.e can. be traeed in a sucoeseion of L
g xardedly“m rd ed 1ett81‘3 exehanged bet.ween the’ t.wo 1eaders during the ‘first
S h’alf ef 19h2. . At. the end of February, Roosevelt. mstmcted ‘W represent.a—'

- t. L‘VB, Averell Harrimn » te sennd out Ohnrchin on ‘the poss;bllit.y ef a

o s?ttlement betwaen the ‘British eovemment. and the Indtan. polit.ical leadera.
Chumhill cabled‘ t.he President on March h mtimating tlnt the War Cabinet

s was "eamest],v considering whettmr a dee]amtion of Dommion status aft.er

i.he war, carrying w:l.th u., 17 destred, the Fight to sesede, should be made

- this eritical jm:ct.ure" 3 o edusate the Americana about the whole of
Indian problam, since they seemed famili.er only with t.he Hindu atti'aude,
Clmrchill on the same day sent the Preeident full statements of the Indian

' 'ISherwoo&, Reoae\relt and g 8- p. 512. '
2Winst‘en Churchill, The Srand Alliame, pe 665—666

-3W1nston Chm-cml, The Hinge of Fate, e 209.




""'v'?'i-'.'f'xl)osition from Moslem sources. A note’ from Mr, Jinnah, President Of the

. B ‘ .. A ._A_}_.;‘,' oo .
" Moslem: Mague, demanded aj ""-;‘_nion of India, i.nvolving a t‘. »(_ﬁion_‘ :

"’"-I‘_‘m muuona, which Ghurchiu eons:ldered mpoasible in warume, w:lth 1n-.

: 'msion already looming on t.he acene‘ Iat.er, n &areh 7, “m pnrsuance of
R ! nw plan of havidg you 1nfomed about. ‘ur muan polioy" " Chureh11l sent .
‘the President a ‘telegram from the Oovernor of tha Pinjab; indicating the
i -dangen q£=_ :-dist_nebmg. British ; ppl_it!-.cs_ : atvl,f_ a_time when. things “"are increasw
o .‘;ilngly aquivar” 1 :

Tbe Preeﬂ.denrb replied with his pr:lvabe views.

a u.i : t.he sub-

Rooaevelt expressad dirfidence in mak ing suggestions on a
| »_'_subject vphich of course all 'you good people now. far more abont ‘hen I
d;rn' “But_he went on 'to indioate a move which he ccns:ldered in a phrase

. | . - »r**‘"
5 Ny

eant for Ms :lndic tions of his wvld-view - "to be xin line with the

1

::":*_h;eaded by & small reprasentat.iv ’gNuP 3 - He 83"9 “""hm’ "m‘” s“pe”
f;'_-'f'-'f fl uously, & short leason n early nsted! States history, and expr‘ fsed h:ls

- "-.belief that. "the analogy of some such methed t.o the travaus and problems |

: _i_gg_ of Me, pp. 2n~212.
o Did., pp. 21300 |
Smoia., p, 213, Churchild published the letter in hs book and,

| fm an itidulgent foetnot.e, :added two. cormctiona to Hoosefvelt ts. reanma of.
Ar !rican cenat.itutional hiat.ory. ]

1mnst.on Ghurchill,




!
ii
:
| 18

llf the United States from 1783 to: 1789 'night give a new slant in India -
itse;f, ‘and. it migxt cause the people there to forget hard feelings, to
blecome more : loyal to the Bmtish Empire s; and -to stress the' danger of

'.. Japaneae domination LR '

' The conflicte of ‘attitudes are. eharply 4liustyrated byvt‘he' com-
ent.aﬁie‘s later- made on thig plan by Welles and by Churchills ‘Wreﬁef Welles
in 19h6, 9The Britﬁ.sh Iabor ‘Covérnment s which has patently beén moved by

a; si_ncere mtent finally to .solve the quéstion: of Indlan mdependence in.
a{manner wholly fair to the Indian people s must have régretted the angry

ri 3fusal of Winston Churchill four years imet?i‘ouely to: adoet;' "ﬁhé.e‘ngges‘biene

made to. him by Pnesident Roosevelt. For if- those suggestions had at that
time been- laid before _the- Indian leaders, 1!; 13 1n the: highest degree

' lil.kely that. they would then have been accepted, and that much subsequent
danger and controversy might- thus have been aveided" 2 But Churchill was d
tT note Rooeevelt'e let.t.er with the ecathing observation' This document
isl of high :mteneet becanse it ulustrates the difficulties of comparing
benftuat.ions in various c-enturles and scenes where almost every mateérial

| f'a{llct:- is totally different, an&' the: d'a'nger:e- of trying to apply any SW
ficial resemb]ances which may be noticed. t.o the conduct of War" 3

4 Nevertheless, in the days of March 19h2, when the Japenese
arxw had ent-ered Rangeon, and when the political deedlock rendered t.he

Indian problem of crucial importance, the attitude of Roosevelt was an

" ygnsten chmmi, Hinge of Fate, p. 213,

| ' 2Sumner Wellee, Where Are We Heading?, ps 328,

g 3Wj_ns1-,on Churohill, Hinge of Fate., Pe. 2111.
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mportant fa.ctor to be: censidered, and contribntsed to: the British governw . -

b

mPnt'a dacision t0:.8end Sir Stafford Cripps to. India to ‘condug .4

‘d:lscussions on the .Spo'o with the leadersx of: all Indi&n parﬁies.;-;and_eommuw. :
o :-j.A'aniGSQ

In his letter to te Viceroy of! India (March 10), the Prime: -
‘ !{I:_ruster wrote, It would e Mpassible, owing to- nnforbunate rumors and

p;xblicity and the general mnerican ontlook, to stand on. a purely negat.ive

& .titude, and the Cripp's Mission 48 Mdispensable ‘0 prove our honesty of
o "ﬂx-pose and to’ gain ‘time for the. necessary consultations®.l |

When Cripps arrived in tierw Dem on March 22, he wag soon fol-'

'7?1¢Taad there by' Gol. ,Inuia Johnson, a. fomsr Asmst.anf. Secretary of War,
- wlw the Presidential representative in Jhd:la. Sir Stafford had Jengthy -
 dfsoussions with the Indian leadars in- which, to the outspoken snnoyance

of the aoverhoraeneral, the Amerioan reprasenf.ative participated. Governo‘r-

neral Wav‘ell, aecOrding to & dispatch read to Eopkins by cnm-emn, Jaid
;: "':great stress cn t.he fact. "t.hat; Jotmson aots and talks as though he were Y
V-'_:::.'-»f'-‘sent to India as Boosevelt‘s personal reprasentative 'oo madiat.e 1n the

i , In“dian crisis. e Apparenﬂy Johnscn viewad tzhis as his duty. Hawever,,

1_:, '.;fiz;amw aoothad Churchill by pomang ous) that he beldeved Crippa had. only
.' been using Johnsen for hia m ends, being anx:lous to have Roosevelt

o :gaqnt.ified with nts propoaals.3 Ghar mn, not. wishing:$o. involve the-

P

i Un Lted St.at.es in what he called "a constitutional qnesticm"‘ m'ote the

NN 2Rober!s 8hemod, Rooaevelt and gegk p. 521;, Sherwood quatea
fram Hcpkins' notess

’ | Bﬁid-y Pt 52110 . Lk L
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Viceroy to assure him that. Jotmsm was not acting as personal representa-

tive to the President in those negotiations between the Indian Congresa :
and Cripps.l A ' '

'I’he Cripps mission acknowledged failuz'e on April 1. Churchill
fmmediately transmitted their telegram to the President, with his reply.

: ﬁoosevelt was grieved at the»setback and!' tolof«f-Hopk:ms m a letter for

' -“’transmtss-‘tﬁn-to Lhurchill” tkmt the American public fools, almost uni~

_‘ varsally, that the deadlock has.been due to the British Government's un=

) wl.llingness to concode the right of self-government to the Indians, not-

‘_.thhstanding the willingness of the Indians to entrust to’ tha competent

‘ B-'itish authorities techn:lcal, military and naval defenae oontrol. Roose-—

velt felt compelled to: address Churchill "very frankly" on this issue.

u »hould tho current negotiations be allowed to collapse because of the

-igsues as presented to the. people of Americe, and should India subsequent]y

"»be invaded successfully by Japan, with. attending serious defeats of a mili-
.tary or naval. character for our side, 1t would be hard to overestimate the
prejudicial reaction on American public opinion" 2

He urged that Cripps mako another effort s and this time offer

X the component group in India the opportunity to set up a nationalist

govemment in India, amd to. have a, period of trial before: decn.ding on
~ Mgheir future relationshlp mth the Bntieh &npire. |

]‘Winston Churchill, Hinge of Fate, Pe. 218. :
2Ibid., P 218-219. |




-The Frlme Minister's reaetion was conclusive and his subsequent :
¢ mmentary bittera ' e ' R

madness Ampogsibles/ The human raceucaxmot maRe progress ws.thout
idealism, but idealiem 4t other- peeple 's expense: and: without, .
| regard to the consequentes .:.s. . cannot. be considered as its.
- highést or noblest form. .The: President's mind was- back .in the
: American War of . Independénde -« o & nor was the one upon which
- 'the';satisfying of public opingon: in'the United States could: be
Cola det.ermining faotor. We:could not idesert.the. Indian peoples:

by abandcning our reapcnsibility and leaving them to- anarclw or -
"subjugatiOn LA 01 ' ]

PR was t.hankfui)that;.events had already made such an. act of

‘But- Ghurchill kept his feenngs under controL In the l'et.ter

of Apru 12, ‘the day Sir Sta.fford Cripps 1ert. by air for ‘England, the
1

ather

whisch. 1 attach to everybhing you say to me, but T do nat feel 1 cou].d

 Naval Person wrote t.o President Roosevelt. ‘ "!ou know the weight

i ta!ke the responsibility for the defenae ot India if everything had to b,

t,hlrm again-«-—s.ubo the meltmg rpot at th&s erit.’wal juncture o8 e .“ o
‘I‘here was a sincera pleading 1n t.he laezt sent.ence of hia letter,: "Anybhing‘-

li.lke a serious du’ference between you and me would break ny: b eart, and

: d sure!y deeply in:]ure both cur. countries at the height of this ter-
__,"‘_'.rible st“_;. g1

glo."2 If: Roosevan, had expected the flnidi‘by of the war sitn-
ation to campel a new att:ltude ‘on tm nart of Colon:lal Britain, Chnrchill
izi"'-ﬁas abla to plead in. tu,rn tha li.mits that the war emergency placed on any
: 7,},<a,lterations in the: atazus que. The Indian .,Jtuation, dead--lociced at home, |

T likewise remined at an i.mpasse, as regards An"lo-Amsrican relations. '

Ibid., pp. 218-219.
beia., PP 229-221.
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! .+ In American eyes, and, indésd,,;: :Ln the opinion of many Englishe
men, Prime Minﬁ'st.e'r" Ghurchill 'had a bad "record on India. Churchill con=
gidered India - what his f'ather had described as "hat most t,ruly bright
and precious gem in the crown of the Quqe_n" . to be an qsaential part of
dne of the noblest political creations of manhnd, fffié'ﬁriush Commonwealth

4

4 Empire. To maintain the British suﬁremacy, he contradicted his owm

e

]iibefal record- by a fiérce opposition to: Indiaﬁ? self=government,. in the
years: between 1929 and 1935. Thus, in an address before a demonstration.
ab the Albert Hall on March 18, 1931, he: denotnced any policy of "scuttle".
That spectacle can.be more sorrowful than that of this

powerful country casting away with both hands , + » the great
inheritance which centuries have gathered? What. spectacle can -

be more strange, more monstrous in its perversity, than to see

the Viceroy (Lord Irwin) and the high officials and agents of
~the crown in India laboring with all their influence and autho-
rity to unite and weave together inteo a conspiracy all the

forces adverse and hostile to our rule in. India?d C

This thenme was devaloped in a soore of speeches. Thasev speeches

officer - and read with rapture in Giben ‘of the Roman Empire of Hadrian -
and the two Anton:l.nes - greatly influenced his judgment. ' He was unwilling
t¢ admit India‘'s capacity for peaceful sdlf-rule, for his memories dwelt -
on Indiarn corruption and d‘ecay,. the illit;érat‘e rancer of Hindu against
Moslem, and the suffoéating syst_em of cas;t,é\;; and he did not wish to vieﬁ
the liquidatio'n -of the constructive work of Clive and Dalhousie. In these

views, Churchill was to the right of many of his Tory colleaguess

1Iswis Broad, Winston Churchill‘ 87l~1 25 ., (New York: The
Ph|!.losophical Iibrary, 1”51) s Pe 229, :

were almost ag well-remembered in Washmgton as in New. Delhi It'. appeared

that memories of India; from the days when he served there as a junior army
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- But in March 19!;’2 ) e was able to command the support of the‘

Coalition on his views on India.l Had he not had the eupport of !ﬁ.s cols

: leagues ) ‘he gtated in all earnestness, he would not have hesitated to

| res:lgxi.~ :The fact that the Congress Party turned down the - proposa]s of

. Cripps =. himself a known sympathizer forf Indian self-rule --and then

" called for what was virtually-open insurrection, played. iﬁtO’Churchill’s
:hande:." For the moment > ‘the settlement of India's future was left, properly,
he felt > to, Britain

The President's convictions remained entirely maitersd. To
, Reosevelt ’ hmpire was ureconcilable mth the new conception of 1nter-
.‘ national morality, and the imperative need of a new world order. If this
¢ onew world order were xot invoked, and aotively promulgated » bef?ore war wae
ov er, one- would loek for it in vain’ in the static oonditions of peace.

India was the ideal and the inevi uable test. case of the Atlantic Charter.'

- Fresh after ite proclamation, and not to be put off into the hmbo of poet-

erar settlement s TOSEe thls problem of its interpretation. ' For Roosevelt.
'-td postpone thle 1ssue, even had he been so minded, would have been to
ibse his oase. Rooeevelt could not fail to recall that the 1914=1918 Whr
" in| Burope had given a- etimulus to Asiatic nationalism. As a etudent_ of

Wi'LeOn"'s’ diplomacy, Re‘o’;s_evelt—. knew that it-was- a shook to Asiaoe; when

‘. lchmhm said he was Vof course committed to Indian sen'-
government" - Hinge of Fate, P. 207 = butihis mind dwelt upon the obstacles

to self-government s and h:.e conmitment was to a rather distant and undefined
future. o R

' Zyinge g_‘f_ ;rai-.e, Pe 2,20.:1




-they were given to understand by the ‘Great. Powers that, in offect, self=
doternination had ,np'zy‘ralidat;:zoh: East of Suez He: was’ soonto 'r_efr_sxﬁné- the
boIbnieljénestion;f&iﬁhnrefereneé_tofthefEe:'East;7tﬁls timehwithfﬁolbtov,
the- swfé:iet'- F‘o’neign- ‘Mini‘ste’rf.i SR

In MEy 19h2 the Axis was still very much 1n the ascendant, or
80 1t seemed, and. another carefully stage—managed meeting between Hitler
'aad Enseolini, taking place this time onpﬂay l, near Salzburg, and inevi-
tably ending in "perfect accord", sounded grimly foreboding, Helctm"r‘ |

- cams to Weshington via London to resolve with Roosevelt certain outstand-
ing difficnlpies, the chief of which was the-question ofvlepd~ﬁease sup~

" plies, and the'heavy losses of convoys on the per110u541onghdeylights of .

the Murmansk routes. To the'alreadyﬂheaﬁyvand nrgent ageﬁda, the President
' liter added the subject of an 1nternational trusteeship over islands and
coloniel.posseseions to be_taken'away from "weak nations"%; He took as

' eﬁamples of the colonies of "weak netions", Inde-Chine.?Siam, the Yalay

: S&aﬁee and the Dutch Eastllhdiesi Each of these‘erees,_Sherwobd‘reperts
hin as saying,2 wouldrequire a different’: lapse of i;i;me before achieving o

readiness for eelf-government, but a palpable surge towards independence

- " was there just the samey and the white nations thus could not hope. to hold

thLae areas as colonies in the 1ong Tun, Roosevelt noted that a third mem=

ber of the Big Four, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, had the 'idea that S0me

1Sherwood, Roosevelt and qukins, P 572,

2Ibid., pe 573. Sherwood described the proceedings of - the final
meetlng of the PresidentvMblotov and Hopkins, en Monday, June 1, from the .
retord: nade by Prof. Samuel i, Cross of Harvard, Roosevelt's 1nterpreter.




.form- of: in‘ternatiena'l trusteeship would te the. best t'node of admizié_éete:ring
these territories until they were ready for self-government. . The. Presis
lelant hoped that Mr. Molotev would bring thls suggestion to Mr. Stalin,.

Mr. Holotov: declared that he had cens;dered and reported to. Moscow the

| dl.sarmament) s and that he had no doubt "that the Président. '8 trusteeship'
p~inciple would 'oe eqnally well reoeived in Moscow" . . and that the
"Pregident 's proposale could be effectively worked out" 1

B.oosevelt felt that the Rues:l.an ally, like the Chinese, would
be in ravor of the removal of ontdated colonial systems aa a necessary
';.aart of pest-war reorganization. The significance of this episode lies’
in the fact that it was the first attempt to sound out the third Great
'Power on the queetion and to range the anti-colonial three againet the
fcaurth. This alignment was to ‘be an important ingredient in American

PpC licy making at subsequent Big Power Conferences.

1Sherwood, Roosevelt and Ho leins, p. 573. |

P-esident 's earlier propesals as to poet-war organizatien (1n particular , '
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“The most fateful possibility of this war, in the opinion of
Secretary of State Hull, whose memoirs are’ revealing on the State Deparb-
m%nt's Indian pOllCleS, was the Junctnre of German anﬂ Jepanese forces in
tﬁe Ihdian area . during those months of uninterrupted disaster in 19h2,

I : As deecribed before, ohe situation at the time of the Atlantic
Charter gave neutral America the opportunlty to impress’ on the British
:Gorernment the need for a reappraleal - however unwilling - of the colonial
qﬁestlon. Yet with Britain flgnblng for her life, the Americans had to
avoid: any step. that would 1mpede her struggle. In publicly stating their:

conviction that subject peoples should be assisted towards self-government‘

and eventual 1ndependence, the American leadera had: avoided specific

'referencea to Indle.

” Nevertheless, Aull reletes, "We were saying privately evenything
th?t the . most enthusiastic supporter of India's freedom could have ex-,‘
pefted and we. were convinced that the American people were with us.ﬁl
-Hu}l's writings clearly reveal that enthusiasm for India 8 1ndependence .
wag not- limited to an idealistie President, but. was shared by - the State .

' DeLartment branch,of the Adminietration, at least. When. Ambassador Winant

adyocated on-August 1, 19h15‘thet‘Ehe9Qpigad;ﬁtagee“gonrnment'suggest.to

: Macmillap
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the Britieh that an agreement on dominion status be made for India, .
- Assistant Secretary Berle and Wellace Hhrray, Chief of the Near Eastern
Division, eupported this recommendation, Uhder-Secretary Wellee recom=
mended that this be: done in a confidential way, by direct personal contact
between Roosevelt and Ghurchillg. A few daye later the two leaders
drafted Arbicle III of the Charter, | .

The Americane had known of the 1nterpretation Churchill plenned

pos

to give. Article I in hie speech to the Heuse of Commons ‘on September 9, SR

. 19h1. "Ambagsador Winant had tried to persuade the Prime Minister to oli-

:minete the passage from his speech without success" .. However,. the

American leaders. had no desire to engage in an open altercation with the

Britieh, ‘and made no publie;contradiction; ;But-ﬁull "had India in mind”

: when he made gtterancee‘such as these: "We have always believed-~ and weo

.'liberty, are entitled to its enjoyment"

belieVe today - that.ell beoplee witheut distinetion Of raee, color Or-geé_
ligion, who are prepared end willing to accept the responsibilities of
2

Thus, when on August B, 19h2, the Anniversary of the Cherter,
the Office of War Information suggeeted an exchange of messages‘hetwasn
the Premier and the President, the British Minister, SirvRoneld-Campbell
wrote the State Department to urge that the messages be carefully concerted,

end that eny reference to Indie or Burma should be consietent with the

N 1md., pp. 1&83-&. |
2 Radio address of July 23, 1942, Memoirs, Yol« I, p.. mau.
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' . PPine Minister's statement of September ‘9, 19L1¢ Tt was not to be:exs

pected that the' exchange of declarations; requested fof morale purposes

by:énféiliéé.bfépoganda‘agéﬁcj;fwuuld'displa} éﬁyzb?eééﬁ iﬁ'ﬁhe unanimipi

~ of Anglé-Americ¢an Felations: The‘Président‘simeaségé‘simply'avoiéed

' g.,»i_:ng into the quéstion of interpretation of the Charter. The sai® mom;
however, Hull pointed ogt,td'&élifﬁx’thaﬁlthe-Bfitish-Em@ire would probably

|  into consﬁaﬁt difficﬁltieé:if it should-séek to have the Atlantic

¢harter applied in separate compartments. | )

] This was the attitude with which Roosevelt, Hull, and other

Agerican leaders viewed the failure "of the Cripps mission.- Hull called

- in British Ambassador- Halifax several times to discusa the disquieting

news fram India, and "the fateful possibility“ of its Ioss to Japan. On

their partg-the Brztxsh government,fthough still considering Tndis their

.piivate concern,. coutinued to keep the State Department 1nformed of devel~

opmenﬁs - certainly ag a matter of urgent common wartlme interest - and .
partly, alsge, to re-edunate American opinion, or at least to emphasize the

| British standp&int. | |

It was on August 8, again, that a message came from Deputy~
Pramler Attlee, etating the British gcvernmant 's intention. to arrest | '

Gaudhi and certain othsr leaders of the'movemsnt3if the program of civil

5iadbedienc§;y§ntiintb effaect: MriiAttlée express§d thg‘cqnfidepce of

hisg gOVernmanggﬁhatxthe‘Pbesident would agree that thére;ﬁﬁs no other

course épans; -The Preéidegqfthbught it bésb not to reply to this




c,ommunication,‘ and Hull, concurring, added 1n his. memorandum to the
I;resident that “if the. Britieh govermnent wonld repeat wi’oh fnll emphasis
i}te proposail B A 1t--might.- lead*to the resumption ef discnssions-"r-~ ¥
The Americans were. concerned lest. their poeitien among the As:lan peoplee
by adversely affected by a belz.ef on their part'. that they wers. helping
Br-itain maint.ain her mperial policy. 4in the- Orient.~.~ "Dxetm'bi.ng indica- 3
tions" reached Washington that the: COngress Party supporters were tending
to believe that was the purpose of Amar:.can troops in India, With'the
P;-eez.dent 's-eappx:oval‘,,a draft of instructions. for the United, States forces
m!lts prepared and made public to show‘ﬂ-tmt Ainerican troop‘s ﬁere» there- f-'or
the sole purpose: of. prosecuting t.he var. against. the Axis. Powers, and to

prove that American hands were guiltless of any support for colonialism®. 1

. ,{i-'» : Meantime, thé President had received a. trusting appeal for agsis-
tzﬂnce from CGandhi,. The reply, under the circunstances ’ and with reepect
for. the interests of an alLv, could only be one. of studied vaguenessz - It

- stated in: effect t.hat the. United St.ates Government, had eonsistent]y striven

for and supported policies of fair dealing and fair play and all related

,prl'inciples-.z The 1ett.er concluded with the hope that, "our common, -int.erest

_ 1n democracy ang righteousness will enable your countrymeniand mine to :
make Common cause againet. a comon enenw « Since Gandhi was in jail on
.August By - the letter, which could .offer him scant comtert am;way, was not

q . _

l:tvered for. two years. o

- lmbig,, po 85,
2Ib___ids: 'PPQ' ih8?alh90e
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The campaign of resistance continued « and apparently was viewed
d ‘fw1th sympathy as well as impatience by the: American people. Continuing
his’ discussions with Halifax, Hull remarked t.hat dnring the deadlock

there was- in prospe"b in the United States such a general movement of aai-

t‘ation against India as m:.ght create complications later on.]‘ He .per—
'sisted in urging cont.inued British concessions. Halifax, a former Viceroy .
 of India and by now woll accumstomed to what Churonill had called "the usual
Aterican 1line®" . . « "did not take issus with my views", -2 |

flfhé _Wﬁole subject was dramatized with the return Aof Wendell
Willkie. from his trip-around. the world';3 On October ,26;., 191;2, in a nation~
wide bg@a‘dqg_s,t;,.ml]kie_, ‘the ‘defeated Presidential candidate of 1940, re=

ported to thé American peopie. that from Caireo onwards, the millions of the

‘Bast were askﬁg about ‘Indig_and’-wonderi,ng about 'the application of the ..
- principles of the Aﬁlaritic Charter. . He declared‘,:""l'vhen' the aspirations of
In‘dia for freedm were put aside to some future unguaranteed date, it was
-not Great Britain that suffered in public esteem in’ the Far East - it was

i

’dom aupposed to be priceless for the whit.e man or for the Western. world,

Unit.ed States" Willkie reporbed that Asian people asked, "Is free-

‘but of no account to us in the East?ﬂ"

: 1Ibid-.,- P 1!190.
aIbid., Py 1h91.

' , 3Chester Bowles says. that when Willkde set out to see. One World, .
" hejwas asked by timid diplcmat.s to byspass India. Ambassador's Report, P«69s.

......

V
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I' In a press conference néxt- day, Roosevelt. re-afﬁrmed pos:ltively
mat the At]antic Cherter apphee to all hu.manityw To clear up a possible
;eause of vc.eni‘usiona,v-he added that the agreement had been calle& the A‘t-# ,
1antic Charter because of the place at which it was signed.l |
'. In a further &peech ten days after, at. the New York Times Hall,
Willkie criticized the "white man's burden philosophy" in the Western
allied powérs attitude to the East. Heo was gle_.d ‘that Roosevelt "etate,d'
clearly and without-*reeervatione that the Atléntic Ghaiter'appliee’ to. the
exi;tlre Worlfl”;.- The‘ pact Was ‘s:lgr‘led by two men-, | howe\(erz,\ one of whom had.
g:iVen it an altogether di_«fferent interpretation..  Eastern people did not
krow what was meant.,a- .
 Four days later Churchill emphatically made clear what he meant.
In the triumph of the Alamein victory, and the announcement of the North
African landings, he l‘e’lt able in his speech at 4the I.ord Mayor's. Maneiep
House Dimier-, to d’irec\jc at his North-American ally; his best~known utter-
ance on the colonial issues: o SN |

Iet me,. however, make this clear, in case there should be any
mistake about it in any quarter;\v;: mean -0 hold our owns I have
not become the King's First M¥ini jer in oeder to preside over the'
| liquidation of the Brltlsh Empire. .
% | /| However impressed they might have been by the majeety of hi°
dilation, the American policy makers did not lose interest in Indian in'}e-

pemdence, or alter their atsi:n:.udec to the colonial problem generally Tho

-

lﬁew York Times, October 28, 1942, -

2New York Times, November "7=:,-.I9h2-'~.“‘;&: '

3New York Times, November 11,.1942.
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The Uniﬁ,ed States. instead: bro'cee,déd to take. a fzéutIOus ~initiative.

=

111iam Phillips, former Under Secretary of State.and Ambassador to . - .

taly;. "one: of: our most c'mnpet.ent. .diplomats!'-:was'.sent t0. su'c‘c:‘eéd Cols .

Johnson as. the President ‘s representatives.. Phillips received comprehen—

ql.ve mstructipna in a cable: from Hulle Hull writes, R sa.id t.hab the P

g O

P p’e‘_a’igdént. :' and I and the entire CGovernment -ea'rnestly' f’avo.redi freedom for
ajll de‘pe'ndent p’e‘oxalésj at the earliest 'dat.e ‘practicable;r'- Qur course in
~dealing wit.h the Phlllipines offered, I thought, a perfect example of’ how
a nation should treat a oolony or dependency in coo;)eratmg with it to -
make allrneceasary preparations for freedom. Weo offered:bhis as 4 strong

_ éample to all other countries and their dezepenclencieza."l Though thus

pluming himself upon the example of American administration',. Hull knew

" the British were not. very wiliihg to take Iéssons in ~colon-iai administra=« |
'tilon from the United Statess. Hull evidently expected diplomatic sKill

‘ofi a very high order on. the part of Phillips, for he suggested that though
e could not. bring pressue to bear on the British ¢ . + « we could in a
friendly spira.t talk -bluntly- and, earnestay, to appropriate British officials
so long as they nndeﬁsioéd that it ﬁa@ our éﬁrpc‘se to t.reat fr;hem in a -
thoroughly friendiy way e Pnillips* s""ituats.on,' already complicated by the
nuances. of these complieated orders,. was rendered diffioult arxd nnsatis«-

fa 3tory when the Viceroy of India forbade hnn to call cn the ground t.hat

1"1; would be dangerous to the British-Indian situat.ion.z

e

ICordell Hull,, PP 11;91-1:492.
2Ib1d., pe. 11,92.,
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|
| - o L
i 'i‘he"dsjs -of ‘Gandhi's- fast in, pr-iecn- wer‘e of immehse concern ‘1n
_-Wz{;s!ungton,. Churchill mde it clear that He earnestly hoped- Br:lt.am's
-dlLfficulties wculd no’o be: added to at that ti.ms by American interventson.
R:oeevelt decided thet the United States would say nothing ‘further now )
but that, in the event that. Gandhi died, ‘he would hsve ‘some Statement to :

makes !

"In April 3521;3_:,;_;%1‘11198 wrotefe 1e‘t.£er to the President~- summing
_up his :impressioﬁe-on the s-itustion in India. It "did not make very
’p..easeet reaeing"a "The British had been complete]y sx_x__g,cessi‘ul* in ‘Supres=
' e: ng any movement among t.he;- Indians that might be interpreted as- _leading
- towards independence. Twenty ‘thousand Ccngress leaders remained in jail

» 'ﬁithout tr’ial"'r.-;? However ~ t}s:e American goirerhment seemed unable to influence
- : _"’ B -:.tieh policy in India.- zAnd s 85 the year passed, anti-American feeling
>ém0ng the Indians rose, for -the ‘natichalist leaders suspected that the
Br it’ish 'g'cverm'nent would be ‘-1ess‘ intransigent without the butiress of
Ur ited States troops in the: region. ’ _
~ On February 1, 19khk, a statement was made by the President ’
wH.ch , ‘on the -authority of )Hmll vmo helpe-d prepare it, was. mtend.ed chiefly
tc dissociate American activities :ln India, (base for operations in China) s

from ‘those of the British. "Nobody in India or amfwhere else in Asm will

e
/.

misunderstand the presence there of American armed forced if they will be=

' li!leve that their job is %o assure the defeat. of: Japan", ‘mthcut which, the

statement po:lntedly added, "there can’ be no. opportunity for any of us to

llbi,d;:f’_ pe 293¢, . | . 2 ide, pe 1L9L.

e —— —— e
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enjoy and expand the freedems for which'we fight", 1

| Meanwhile, the Americans took care to keép all propOganda viork

ind

,based in India completely separate from similar work by the British,

avoiding that harmonizing of views for which, on the. Atlantic Charter

a iversary, the British had asked.
In the summer of 19hLl, the month after the allied assault on
Fortress Europe, an unexpected and serious issue arose between the Ameri-

ans and the British when an American columnist published a large portion

o 'Phillips ' letter to. the President. of the year before. The letter

_ . Q____Q

'cfeated excitement in America, it. evoked remlniscences of Phillips® grand-
father, the noted Abolitionist. There was more ‘restless, prying, con-
s:ientious criticism' by Americans, and resentment in Britain,

. The British government repeatedly protested, and requested a

tatement. from the American government dissbcia%ing itself from-the views-
expressed in theﬂleiter. The President declined to make -any such public
sbatement.2

By the end of 19hh, the danger of Japaneae attack had been re-

‘ mpvedd ‘But the continned American. interest showed that the government's

eal for an Indian settlement was not urged only by the’ strategic factors .

of the war situatien. "Indid conbinued",.said Hull, "to be one of the.
s“;3’

N

p%incipal foci of a general policy - on dependent people Such was the

.ALerican official attitude.

b BIbi.do, Pe 11.960 .
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| The‘ cri‘sie- of. Iridia:wae'- one 'of.gx"ave concern f.q‘)r‘-'tﬁhe-'p_epplesv-
- .o’f Amerlea, as well as: t.heir leuders. . There developed & groundSWell of:

a_nti-colenial feeling of ehich the American policy-makere ceuld not fail

o take. cognizance.: ‘The ‘war, and the neéd to- thoughtfully re-—examine o
the:lr 1deale in t.he face of Nazi dogma. sharpened Americans' moral sense

et't the same t'.ime as it drew their attention to eonditiens and places 1n

'wlbich they had previously taken emall 1nterest.
% .Thex_'e ..:wes.-sma-.ll favor.for the.:meintenance of British rule. in

.?Z[:hdia. indeéd,- tc many: Americans, this was no ~longerv..t-he questiom" The

oblen was how and- when India was to gain its. independenoe P whatever ’ohe

> o]
4

- British standpoint s it received scant sympathy. It was evident that. the

|

- British disliked being maneuvered, or virt.ually blackmailed, N '8 the sudden -

. |'
C ‘lircmnstances of war- inte the granting of independence. ifhe-Britieh gov=

srnment wanted to be the sole judgs of the: time and meaedre- of each advance;

c_‘:‘-]hehge;- ﬁmet be evolutionary, the vcont-inueti.gn and ripeaing of a l’oﬁg hige -

‘x'-iee,l @radition. -But America, a. revelﬁtionary nation, not 't,'oo much. in

ct

faver of these Burkeéfx principles, ealled» for a fresh stert in India,

p| ceded perhaps by a sort of Declaration of the End of Empire. ]

; Americans tended to sympathlze with the Indian viewpbmt. On
lept.ember 14, within.a fortnigrb after the Viceroy had declared India a

.

elligcrent in the war againet Gemany, the Indian Congress had nroclaimed: '

o"cn

-If Great Britain fighta’ for the maintenance.and extension of
democracy, then she’ must ‘necessarily end imperialism in her own
possessions and establish full democracy in India; and the Indian
peeple must have the right of self-detem:tnation to-frame. their
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 own constitution through a Constituent Assembly'without external
interference and must guide their own policy.

To Americane, this seemed entirely reasonable. They viewed

3

|
|

n&th concern, and with an impatience direoted ohiefly againet the British,
|

th
13

nasees of Indian peoples. For this 1imited or 'symbolic' dieebedience was

e campaign of oivil disobedience started by Gandhi, the representative
d indeed the incarnation of the aspiratione of the praying and toiling

[#:]

tarted, as it seemed, to press India s Just claim for immediate frcedon./

One of the reasons for the failure of the Cripps Mission was

[ ,
“lhat it not only proposed a partition of India to satisfy the MOSlem

Eeague leadere, but also allowed the Indian prinoipalities to "Contract

[
.dut" of the Indian federation. Gandhi, like Lincoln, preferred ohaoe in
']ndia to: partition. The abortive Crippe Miseion eervad to convznce Ameri-

ans of the impossibility of suoceseful negotiatione 1imited to British

and Indiane. With 1ncreasing force and vigor, preeeure was brought on
«; the American government to take the initiative in resolving the crieis of
' India. A group of one hundred and fifty-one Americans, prominent in many
) walks. of life, signed and endorsed a statement which was read into the
Congressional Record ,GH" ‘October 6, 19&2 The statenent began by plaoing
| the problem of India in the context of war strategy:
The people of the Uhited States view the situation in India .

with great alarm -because it threatens the victory of the United

Nations. - With indreasing numbers ‘of our. troops and -vast quantities
-of our eupplies in. India, we have been offered and have aocepted a

1I‘rom Julia Johnsen ] oompilation, Independence for India,
(New York: He % Wilsan Company, 19h3), Pe 32,




large share of her defense which may involve the fate -of China
and her continued ability to participate in the war, Failure
to use the full might of India's 400,000,000 poople in the alls:
.out war effort against the Axis would be peid for by the lives
\of Americans end of our allies.

. The statement expressed awareness of the efforts of all parties
to reach a solution, and of the immense difficultles imrolved. It posed
the fundamental dilemna

We are bound by the closeet ties wlth our British allies in
" thoie gallant gstruggle for human freéedoms We are in fullest
 aceord with the people of India in their aspirations for eelf~
: government.

1

'I’he prominent Amerlcans then urged‘

that - President Roosevelt tender the good offices of the. United States

in cooperation with other members of the United Nations to-obtainm

the full participation.of the Indlan people, methe war and to-assure
. their pollt:.cal freedofi,- -

Likewise P popular assembly of Americans » at a To'em Hall Meeting
__ in New York 3 -on August 6, 19112, paesed a resolution on Ind:la, and gent it
ta President Eoosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill, and Mr Nehru. "
' This resolution placed the problem in the larger’ context of the
fight for freedom for all the v.erld. . "The cause of India is the cause of
aXl supporters of ‘democracy throughout the world." Then 4t added, signi-

fi:a‘ntlya _ uIt is p,eculiax:ly the cause of_all of us Amenieans,' who; since

o 1Con§£essiona1 Record, -October 6,.1942; ps, A 385b, and quoted
" in| Julja Johansen's compilation; Independence for India;: ps 159 This
- excellent book of record was the source of much of- the material used in
‘this chapter;y
- ‘Theé prominent Amerioans included Louis Adamie, Pearl Buck,
‘Wy{Es duBois; Freda Rirchwey; Bishop Oxnam, Dr, :Reinhold:Niebuhry
Mirgaret Sanger, Clarence Streit, ) Walter White and Will:.em Allen White,
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our own struggle for independence, have supported t.he aepirations of

' 0.1 other peoples battling against alien rule" It. re;]ect.ed all t.empori- '

: The argmnen’o that’ freedom should not be accorded in wartime
1s to us without merit. The problem of the transfer of power pre~
. sents no insuperable obstacles, India is-sufficiently uhited under
' the léadérship of the National Congress to maintain order and to
. help in. her defense. -

Indeed s the statement endorsed the argument of the Congreee Party
| .
*xa‘b an India in bondage could pley no effective part. in defendmg itself:

‘ Not werds but deeds will arouee the enthusiasm of masses of
" men who doubt the professions of démocratic aims without.their
_ reality.‘ In this spirit, we urge ‘the greateet possible expresaion
of American support of the cause of India's freedom. -
‘The v:.gorous speeches -of Wendell Wil]kie offer evidence that

'een£Ment. in i‘avor ‘of 1mmediate independence Wae not, the monopoly of

'the'némoé'r'atic ‘New Deal; : In one . of h:.s speeches, recorded in Julia Johan-

sen 1 book of reference; Willkie toek a. far-sighted statesmanl:lke view of "

""t.he crieis of Indmx2

Indie is our problem; If Japan should’conquer that vast -

, eubcontinent, we will be the losers. In the same sense, the
‘Philippines are a British problem. If we fail'to deliver, by’

- force of arms, the independence we have promised ‘to the Filipinos,
the whole Pacific world will be the loser, We must believe these
simple truths and speak them 1loudly and without. fear, - Only in
this way can the peoples of the world forge, in this war, the .

~ strength and confidence 1n each other which we will need to wj.n
the peace, ' . , T

\"\; B

‘Lgulia Johnsen, Independénce for Indla, pps 159-160.. .
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en unsatiafactory-status quo.\

| 1Johnsen, po 103112,

|
bitween rival oppressors? Could a world war be limited in its 1mpl"ca-

revolution taking place throughout the world. "Causes lie deep', he

| . -

| .

i 1nally, the awareness was clearly brought home to. Americags
}

|

terested efforts of missionaries and'engineers, and the partisanehip‘

"India's - Bay of- Reckonlng” and published in Fertune on April 12, 1942,

o Zetr =z oo e
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| | Indeed, to gaxn bhls confidence, these ‘questions had to be
| a!'nswered: Did the Mtlantic Charter apply only %o the. continents washed

uy the North‘Atlantic? Werevdarker peoples to have no stakeé in thejwar
ions? ’ The Indian leader, Nehru, saw this world war as part~of & gyeat
wrote, "and 1t would be foolish to imagine that all our present tromblea

are due to the vanity.and insatiable ambition of certain individuals or

peoples's To Nehru, those individuals or peoples "represent evil tenden=

cies, bnt they also represent the urge for-change from an order thet'hae
1e|>at stability and equilibrium, and that is: heartily disliked"by vaat o
?mbers.of peoples. "Part of the aggrcssors' strengﬁb is certainly due
té their challenge to this old eyeteme To oppose these inevitable ﬁ%anges
and seek to perpetuate the old; or even to be passive about them; 1s;to
smrrender on a revolutionary plane t0 the aggressor oountries."1 ?

| fThoughtful Americans coulﬁ agree: the "new order" of the Axis

musb be Opposed by a better world order, not by the propoeal to. return to

d -

that an 1ll~construction was, bomg placed by Asians on their "absten Lionsg"

over India: The reservoir of goodwill for‘America;.created by ﬁhe.dxsin-

i
I

— I
The excerpts are from an article entitled

b

i
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o India was mt; the eole area to which Amerzcan anti-eolon.tal

| e IAmerican ﬂisapproval on acconnt‘. of a fim imperial m'aap on colonia B

colonial contmevsy reached a Men mark. when tha eVenﬁm.,;

1

. .:afi. tha Angle-Amrican Ganferenee held there 1.n Febmary 191:3.

scam-‘-'-i'u_.dec11nmg to mana, remﬂdsd E°°3°V91‘ a“d c”“""-f ,

g o3y .,&;u--..-_."' s .’

| ':.,A;'gét.her Prii 7 mmercna e .f.

%

‘,' :tween Presigdent, Boosevelt 5 and the rival French 1aadars 5. Giraud and

:' de @.una. Howevax-, for the President 's. perscnal opini(ms about the fnture

by {peopl 195 amvj.ng for their wn mdependence. It wonld even appear that ,

olg .the celonies of Franoe oame under conaideration m French Casablnn g

e ,olicies were appnads neit.her ma Brit.ain the only natian subJeot 11.’0 g

."xSi sal

Rnssia shonld have heén a part.ioipant m thia Canference Bo m

oﬁl F‘rame 'e poaseseiona, a: aide issua of the. confsrence, there are oﬂlY

o $ox iot,g Roosevolt 's: reconections of privatae an! mfomal &nterchang%s

‘ +be 'wéen fabher and. son;; w_here conversation was - frea a.nd unguarded. : Ell,iott

Sy B T T I SR -"}:ii‘::e.*---"

4 . Churonl) quotes Stalints lotter; Einge of Fate, pe 667 I




. ,1-elates his father as saying that apart from the fact. that the Allies

B -

cans) would be_ right to return France -her colonies at a.ll-, withont-

o

72

- _vgmuld have to maint.ain military oont,rol of Frenoh colonies in Norbh Africa

}Ior months or years s he ‘wag not certain that. "We" (presumab]y the Ameri-'

Sbtaine

ing for eaoh mdividual colony some acoeptable pledge about its fnt re

_ e.!ldministration. "But after all“ hlliott quotes himgelf, “they do

:elong

to France", The President a.sked by what logio, ouatom or historicaL rule?

. Why was it so easy for we Japanese to oonquer Indo-China? Bsoause the

‘owntrodden Indo-Chinese thought that amrthing must. be bett.er t.han

1

10 1live .

>ur|1der F‘renoh rule.” - There would be another war, the President. addec s if

after this war, Americans allowed millions of people to slide back

into

* the same vsemi-slavery,. His last words of one midnigxt oomarsation were,

" af Elliott remenbers, *Yhen we've won the war, I will wWork wit.h all xmy

might and main to 5e6. to it that t.he Unit.ed States is not wheedled:

into

t.he position oi‘ acoep’oing any p]an that will further. France’s imperialis-

" ‘tic ambitions, or that will aid or abet. the- Brit:.sh empire in its imperial

- ambitions"

! ' ' ‘lhough there can e no corroboration of this episode, and
|

|
I 3 y
| “Elliott Roosevelt, As He Saw. It, PP 11h~116

\ . Hull quotes in his. Hemoirs (Vol, II, De. 1597) a memorandum‘ _

from the President s Who wrote, "France has had the country =« thirty

million inhabitants = for nearly 100 years, and the people are vorse

off bhan they wore at the beginning"

t .
'

l
co"x?tainty of thg_ a_co,ugacy of the quotation, Hopkins' papexs ‘and the. !

R

ne

'mé;moirs of Cordell Hull, show that Elliott Roosevelt was not an i!iao_lmvate,

[
|
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| %eportér of the views his father alvays hold on the-célonial questﬂﬁnm
Gertainly the President was equally distrustful of the activities and ine
tentiens of . British and French in South-hast Asia, and he- suspacted'that

they'nere informally leagued together to sustain each other's celonial.

Possessions. - " K ‘)g

‘!' ' The next month, when British Foreign Secretany Bden caie te'Wesh;
ington for.his first vieit, Roosevelt made him understand whet were Americs's
Jkewe on the fnture of the colonles. On Mereh 27, thers wasg a meet.ng of
‘ Roosevelt, Eden, Hull, Halifex and Strang, the Britiah Uhdersecretary of
Stateg "The whole 1dea of the trusteeship of mandated islands, etc was
dLsenssed. The President made it clear that he did not want a commiﬁé'
' anb made in sdyance that all those colonies in the fer uest should go
'bacx to. the countriee which awned or oontrolled ‘them prier to the wir, He
: saecificalxy mentioned Timor and Ihdo-China. Qn Harch 29, in a post-
-'prandial conversation, Bden and Hopkins reviewed the results of the trip.
gden told Hopkins that "the President had onée or tuice urged the British

ﬁe give up Hongkong as a geeture ef 'good~will' He suggested a number of

such gestnres“ "Eden dryly remarked“ wrote Hopkins, “that he had- not
h ard the Preeident suggast any similar gestures on our own part“ -Eviv

'fdently no 1mportant British visltor to the White House was to be lefb in
4
li' j ) . '
i' ' 1Sherweod, Roosevelt ‘and qukins, pps 717*719. This time it s
-to the notes of Hopkins quoted: by Sberwoed that one is indebted, forjthis '
other revealing episode. - L
- Hull noted furtherlthat Roosevelt suggeeted to Eden that
tqusteeship be set up for Indo~China. Memoirs, Vol, II, p. 1597, The
FTFneh dependency stuck in his mind, believed Hull, as having been the

springboard for the Japanese attack on the Philippines, Malaya and the
Dumch East Indies,

S )
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' any uneertainty as %o the President s colonial :a"ttitude'e'a These attitndea
l ‘

| were tzvanslated into posit.ive proposals 1n a pollcy etatement draft.ed for
I

The

diecussiw with hhe Britieh at: the forbhcoming ceni'erence in Quebee};

o ‘onference had been called in view of proepects of vic'oery i.n Sa.cily, t.he
Italian situation, and the need to prescribe a grand etrategy for the war

!in South-Eaet Ae:.a.,
Intenee theugh’c hed alee been given by policy—makers t.e the '

subject of dependent peoples. The draft plan was the work of many, months
of etndy, and was written under Hull's guidance by Ieo Paevolsky, with the

help of Green Hackworth and Stanley Hembeck.]_i Portions of the draft

paper effer the earlieef, and mest explicit enuneiation ef United Stat es

policy towarde colenial peoples. ‘The first part. applied to colonies he]d,

The latter part. dealt. with peoples ee'b
In the flrst part

or claimed by the Great; Powers,
free frem Axis rule and unprepared fer self—govemment.
ef the draft agreement, colomal powers wene called upom

W To make continuous efforts towards the political, economic "
¢ social and edncational advancement of 'hheir colonial peeples.

- To make govermnental posts available to qualified eolon:lal

personnel.
' E‘o progressively grant appropriate meaeuree ef eelf«gevernment.

S To !’:Lx s at the: earliest praeticable moment, the dates fer full
‘ independence. S o .[

o To pursue policiee developing tha reeources of the t.ex-ritories

+-4n the int.ereate of the peoples concerned, and of the vdzole world. ‘

" 15ull, p. 123!" :
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‘ ?Iith regards to territories freed from t.he Axis, and un~
prepared for full independence, it would ‘be the purpose of. the
United Nations to assume a .special responsibility analgous to .
that of ‘a trustee or fiducxary The duty of the United Nations

would be to give fullest cooperdtion' to these peoples in t.heir
»efforts to prepare themselves for indapendence.1

It will be observed that every effort. wasg made to impose t.he
viewpoint of t.he United St.atee on the proposed United THations organiza-
-tion, on the anthority of the Atlantic Charter, of which t.he United St.e%es

v:as, of course, a signatory.

‘The Brit.ieh 3 who were equally entit.led to an interpretat.ion cf

' the Charter, were not. amicably disposed to thia American draft. Eden- dis-

liked the proposals » epecii‘ically because oi‘ the use of the word "indepen-
dence"' 2" Thie s and the injunction to develop colonies in the interests

of the world, eeemed direeted primarily at the British Commomzvealth and
Empim. 'Hull lectured him for some length on bhe "usual American linea"
citing the Philippmee-., Isden 8 poaition remained unchanged. But Hull
believed that the subject. was "t.oo mportant for the long-range advance-
ment of the world to lot 4t drop“ after the Conference ’ and brought it up
again and a-gain with.t he Br:‘..tish.3 ‘

nuu'was'prepared to- take this draft. deciaraticn with him at the

forthcoming conference in Moscow of the P’orei@ Einisters ‘of the United
St.ates, Great Britain, the Soviet Union ‘and China. :

1ﬂaz-ley Notter, Poatwar Fore @ Polic x W _22_2-___&,

(Washingtons 19h9), pp- h?l—l}??..

2Hull, _p_. cit,,II, PP, 1231;«1235.
B;bid@,;' pe 1235o
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cerding to Admiral Leahy, the Preeident's Chief-of~3taff, who was

ip "wae “one- of Hoosevelt 8 pet ideas” Leahy noted.l

‘ernment was not in agreement with the view set ferth in the paper.

‘ It is perhaps significant that Churchill'e history makes no.

At a f1na1 meeting with the United States delegation on

9otober 6, 19&3, before their departnre for Russia, Roesevelt reaffirmed o

s eupport of the American plan fbr dependent peoples. ‘He urged ‘Hull and

S )

LS associates to lgy great strese on the possibi ies»of~trnsteeerip.~~

osevelt specifically snggested trusteeship for Kdrea and Indo—thina,-and
80 . proposed oertain other areas for 1nternational trusteeship controi to
provide a string of strategic bases around the gldbe Evidently Roeeevelt

| wishied to apply the trnsteeship idea to all eorts of situations.- Trtstee—

At Moscew, Hull distribnted the document to give the confereee a

>cise idea of the American position. The Russiens were insistent that -
] priorxty be given to the questlon of the second front. Conseqnently,
nnen the colonial draft did come’ up: Hull realized that there was not.eufb
‘:ient time for the conference to consider it Molotev said he fel'lthat
the qneetion of dependent peoples should reoeiVe further study, but that

government attached great importance to it,. hden stated that hisl

N

referenoe of theee negotiations at Quebec and Mbecow, while Hull’s Hemoirs

ee_at length‘the»insistence and 1mportance of the efforte he had made,

IWilliam D, Leahy I Was There, (New Yorke 1950), p. 31h.
2Hu11, p. 1305,

present,_




'\ﬂl was ]ater to wri’oet

. -they would'provide kernels of conflict.”l

< "We- had definite 4deas with respect to the fuiture of “the leitish

Colonial Empire,: on which we differed from the British®., He added
- rby way 6f explanatian,: "It -might: be said that the.future of’ that : *
 Empire was.no business of ours; but we felt that unless dépende nt'-
.. pooples ‘were assisted toward ultimate self~government and were|

given it when, as we said,: they were worthy of it and ready for' it,

YA the next Big Powar Conferences at: Teheran and Cairo, the, -

Bz-esidant himself advanced the case of the oolenies. At their first m’éetb

ing, November 28 , 19213, Roosevelt and Stalin at Teheran aligned themselves

at once in. favor of t.he education af the peoples of‘ the Far' East in the -

‘ax ts of self-govemment. 'Roosevelt said that, refonm in India should‘ begin

, at t.he bottom. Btalin, who' was very knawing in these matters, said that :

| -_rei'orm at the bottom would mean Revolntion. Roosevelt cautioned— Stailin.

against bringing up the problem.of India with ehurchill.z Iater, Roasé-,-"n '

, veilt felt he bhad won the wholehearted support of Generalisaimo Chiang and’

Mo rshal.Stalin for an Mternaﬁional t.rusteeship over Indo-china.3

He told his- son, Elliott, -at, another: of their after-sessien.

d'ialogues t.hat. Gh:l.ang had ‘been cheered by his attitude on colonial questions.h

_ .Thls Were f'.hree of the Big Powers ranged against. Fourth Rooseveli was

npt inolined to appease this fourth member. Biscussing his pet subject,,,

trusteeship, in a memorandum to Hull, he dec]ared that: ’

' laay, op. cite, pee LTIT8,
2Sherwood, - op+ c‘stt;, P MM .
3fa1l, o op.. cit., p.-1597. |
Lkg11iott Roosevelt, _g. c:lt,, ps 165,

i
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. - He saw no reason to play in with the British Foreign Office :
4in this matter. The only reasan’ they seem to oppose it is that.
.. they fear the effect it would have on their possessions and |
those of the Dutch: . They have never liked the idéa of - trusteeship 1

' because it is, 4in some instances, aimed at future independence DREE,

. One section of the American public, at leaet s got a freeh insight
‘:Lnto Rooeevelt'e thinking from the reports of. a Press Conference helhel&

. l
» mth eorrespondents of the Negro press on February S, ehor?.ly a.fter {hi‘s

return from Teheran end Cairo. As an example ef colonial exploitation—,

t.his time, he oﬁ‘ered the case of Gembia, in British West Africa. ‘i‘hough
' ttlne Africans wepre yet unreaiv for seli‘-government, something should lbe
dene to help them. Reoseve].t revealed that 1.e a diecuseien with Churchill

h had offered hie plan of e eystem ef colonial inspection in order Lo

I
galvanize ruling officiale 1nto ma!ci_ng 1mprevements. A United Natio?s

' mmitt.ee weuld visib each colony and make a progrese repert. "I you
Bvitishere don't come up t.o scratch - tee the mark - then we will let all
th wor].d know" he told Churchill. Chnrchill's retort W‘as t.o ask i.ﬁ'
euLh a mission would be melceme in the SOuth. Rooeevelt was unruft‘led
by, t.he comeback. "I said, "Winst.on, that's all right with LRI You
| ‘- can right. a lot of wronge with 'pitiless publicit.y' "2 , , h!
| Edward R. Stettinius s Jr. » then Under Secret.ary of St.e.t.e, reports
.'a cenversation he had a month later (March 17, 19bh) . with the Preeit ent.,

pr Lor to geing on a m:l.ssion to Iondon t.o discuee post-‘war problems.

1Hm: ..29 Oit99 po 1597o I . , o z gi"
ZRosenman, ‘2.- cit., » Xm, pp, 69.,70’ . §
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'I . _
ltettinius recorded in. his notes t.hat evening thet Roosevelt said that
i

3

had agreed with Chiang t.hat a- trust.eeehip scheme for Indo-China was

‘a'__,:r'

| S
be only praetical selutmn, Roosevelt had scolded Ghumhin for noe IR

‘ believing Chiangts views were'disinterested. "You have four hnndre? ‘years
'1‘ acquisitive instinct in your blood and you gust don't underetand how ‘a
conntry might not;’ mt to acqui.re land eomemere it they can get 1t' o -

| Cr urchill would have to rea)ize t.hat a-new périod has opened in world- -

h Lstory, and that. he was. outveted three to -Ones "But",pomted out the g

P

°esident to St.ettinius s "we are st:.ll ‘going to bhave a tough time with
- the. British on. t.his issue" 1

| | The hist,ery ot‘ American anti«-colonial policies frem Casabl eeca
| tﬁ Yalta reveals both the exten‘b of Ameriean sympathy i‘or t.he nationalist

a< piratiens of celonial peOplee 3 and the limitatiene plaeed -on it.s practi-
- egl. expression by the vicissitudes of war: -and t.he oppesition of these

60 lom.al paﬂers that did not. welcome American interventien inte thei

"cclonial affairs iy (that 13 to eay by Belgium and Helland, France and|
' Br’ltain) ' o )

e ‘l‘hus, the hostx]ity of the Brit.ish, and mdeed 'ohe general f""b".'_.

"sence of streng support for the dependent people 's plan, must. expleiu the
mo eration of the eecond American pL‘m presented at the Dunbarton Oa .e
: eenference:, held 1n~. angpst;, -19hh. This plan was a- vereion of the faret-_f

watered down to become a,ccepgiable_. .The United States government was |the .

N |

. lEdward St.et.tinius, ReoseVelt and the Rnesiane, (tiew Xor-kz.l
1949), pps 237=238, |
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| ' |
meet eager of - the Great Powere to prees on with the establishment of-an

l
-1nternat10n51 organization fbr the maintenance of: peece, whmch wnuldtiné

l .
7rit the funetions of the Ieague of Nat;one. Jrgj;,"'lF"’ue o

3

Co l
Roesevelt -and- Hull wanted to secure Unated States part1cipetion

' ir the organization before the American peOple should fall ‘into . reaJtion

egainst foreign entanglements. Their .plan- regarding the ticklish pnhblem
’4 oﬂ the dependencies wa§ drastically modified in- order to- avoxd endle&s
. djspntes and delay through disagreement with other major partnera inithe
prejeet. It was of such moderation as could hardly have displeased bhe -

| Brdtieh; The pLan merely advoceted a system of. International Trueteeehip
;for the administration of nsu.ch territories as- may be placed thereunder :

_ By, subeeqnent agreement" - territories presentlg'held under mendate, or

| talcen from the Axis powers as a resnlt of wars or ”voluntarily placed

B 5-un?er the syetem by etatee responsible for. their administration" 1 Where

- weé ‘no referenco to ultimate independence, but the plan urged the prgmotion
: I

of‘meaeuree lookingAtowards the. polltical, eocial and economic advandement

of 'ohe mhabnants of the trust territories and their progresss.ve dev][elopa-..-

A ment towards self-government.2 L 3 o 8 _:i

lnocumente of the Uhited Natiens Conference -on International
| Organization) Vol., IIX: DBumbarton Oaks Proposals, ‘Comments and PrOposed :
Amendments, Uhited Natione Grganization,(Londen and New Ibrk), pp, 607*608,

- 2Not to bring up "our dependent peoples project" was a great
|disappointment” to Hull. Eull, Ops. cit,, P 1706, - -
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It is true that pressure had now ceme from another source.l The

Uuited States Joi_nt Chlei’s—of~8taff had ideas of then.r oWn which coxiiflicted_ '.

h the Trust prinsiple, - Amencan miliﬁary authorities wanted to ghain'

div:.ded sovereignty over at 1east some -of. the islande of t.he Pacific

_ wrested from Japan There vras another greup of - int.erest-s that had o be

| 'rp‘]acated. Sevaral éenet,cre e concerned about the draetic vieus of Win.lkie

;ard Iienry Wallade, > the VicevPresident of America, raised ob,jections cone

IE cerning pr0poeals for. eoonomic and eocial coooeration with regard to'l deo=.

peendent peeples. 'I‘hey were great}y afraid of extreme views being advanced |

whiich they thoug,ht were very unpopular in the United States.z : ;

a8

| m

| He

_;;m___

| them in Europe.3

. o
: But it was on the colon:ial powers that Hull square]y placed the

‘sponsibillty of epposition to a. program embracing ultimete indepenLence,

explained 3

Our prime. difficulty generally mth regard to As:latic colonial
‘possesgions, of course; was to induce the colonial powérs « prmc:l-
pally Britain, France and the Netherlands =~ to adopt.our ideas wit.h
‘regard to'dependent peoples: . ;' o+ We had frequent conversatioFs

. with these parent countries, but we could not press them too far

' with regard toc the South West Pacific, in view of the fact thatdwe
wore ‘seeking the ¢losest possible cooperation with them in. Europe.
We could not alienaae them in the Orient, and expect to work with

This difficulty was’ to remam in postwar years > u'ouically,

th Franee over Indo-China. ' o o ' - i!
' |

The plan eventually adopted by the Unit.ed Natiens was cloee 0

1

that present.ed by t.he American delegation at Dumbarton Oake s to t.he i

- l!

1Hu11, o cit., P, 1599
2Hu11, o cit., P- 2697,

——may _ame ot e

3}11111, _2. cito, P 15990
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disappoint.ment of manw of., those same. Americans who ‘had. hoped to gain support
fora program more, satxsfying to the. aspiratione of dependent peoples.
Hull, the. redoubtable, returned again and agam to the charge.
'On eptember 8 of. that year.a State. Bepartment memorandum for the . Fresident
summarized its policies on- colonial areas in Seuthuaet Asia.a The memoran-
dum euggeeted the. value of early, dramatic and concerted anneuncemente by
the nations concerned, making definite commitments as; to the future of the
| regions of, the area: The memorandum addedi.; .
- It would be espeeially helpful if. such concerted announcements:
could include (1) specific dates when independence or complete
. - (dominion) ,sélf=government will be accorded, {2) specific steps-to
~ be taken to develop mative capacity for gelfsrule, and (3) a-pledge
of economic . au ionomy and eqpality of ecenomic treatment towards
‘other natiens. e
o This uas, in essence, the ideas of l9h3. Rrésident ROOSevelt
warmly approved these 1deas and subsequently directed thet 1nstructiena
-be‘sent to Ameriean offlcers at home and abroad, anﬂ that the Britieh, Dutch
a‘and French Governments be informed as well, that "tbe Uhited Statee ex= |
peoted to be ceneulﬁed on any arrangemenus as to the future of South Eaet
Asia" . : | ‘
Gn what was for him, however, a chapter of dieappointments,
Hull'e words. offer a sucoint comnentary: ,ﬂ A
It might be thought that we were: presumptuocus in seeking to
present, our: ideas to the British, French and Dutch Covernments as
.to what they should do with their own ‘Pacific possessions, We-
had, however, two ‘rights to take such aotion. .One was the fact

that the. liberation of - those possessiens would. not have been
:achieved . .}. . exeept by the Uhited Statee farces. The: other




8

i wag: our ‘interest in seeing that peace in 'the’ Pacific), restored '
by our f£drces, should continue. And we could not -help believing

i ..that- the 1ndefiniﬁe continuancé - of thé British; Dutch and French:
' possessions in the Orient in a'state of dependence prov;ded a
number of - foci fop’ future trouble, end perhaps wer. P

e ‘Pormasient. peace could not- be assured unless- these possessionSﬂ*'

' -were started on the read to independence, after the example of the
Philippines. ‘Wo believed that we’were taling the longerange viewj '
“and that a laeting peace: in’ the Pacific was .of greater yltimate =
benefit to Britaln, France and ‘the" Netherlands - a5 well as to the |-

whole world < than the poseible 1mmediate benefits ef holding o '
to: colem.ee.1 ,

Hull was not in office- at the tlme of the- Yelta Conferenoe when
the_Ueited~$tetes .antiezmperlalistApolieies played e'signif;cano-partvin
. the negetiations;~.ﬁewevee,.ehiie sepviné7eSfSecretery'of State, the record
of his enefgétie polioies;:his dISapooiﬁtments:end comeromises,ieﬁd'his
'f forebedings tell a great part of the story of the development, zenith, and

Ieventual beginning of decline of American anti—colonialiem. His Memo;re
l shcw how visionary and yet how thoroughgoing were the first United Statee
‘ recommendatiens. They ehoe’how ths American cause was hampered by "some
vociferous persons in the United Stetee, including Vzce—Preeident Wellace,,
: eho argued for an 1mmediate grant of independence.2 They indicate the in=
consietenciee in the application of polioiee: The President opposed the
“return of IthaChina to France, whxle in the caee of Jeva, the State De-
"partment expected that the exercise of the attributee of eovereignty

. would be reeumed by the Metherlands.3 They relate how the United Statee

W P

L5p11; , op citis , P 1601, -
2Hu11, .Ops cit., p. 1599,
3bidis p. 1600, -
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' had evenbually t0 . give ‘way_on its own early recommendations, because of

the need to reconcile the interests of the Golonial powers with American

need to obtaln thelr support for pollcies in Europe and Asia. .
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TR THS YALTA COMFERENCE-

h In 1955, the Amarican Secreta.ry of Stat.e released most ef the
b h'}.therte unpublished papere of the Yalta Gornference held ten yeare before,
! fanning the embers of a glowing cent.roversy a.nd providing more material
| fer zen to discuss, he said, threugzout. h:i.stery. . The centreverey takes
; its eignifieance from two dramatie errore » both involving the Soviet Union,
g which have smeared the already epotted canvas of recenb history. ‘I’he first
E was. Hitler'e underes‘t.imate o.t‘ Comnniet Russia 's power of resistance. The
s‘econd was Roosevelt's underestimate of the determined and mtrans:.gent

nature of Ruesian Cemmmist expansion.

:: ' The greaf. danger t.o world peaee, Rooeevelt may have felt, came
" frem a revived, and reactionary coloniala.sm. 'E?ae not Hazzism in mamf row

¢

y spects an intensificatien of some ef the characteristics of imperialism?

‘ o Gld and new euspicions caused Americans to weigh Ghumhxll's

Empire in a different balance frem Sovieb Ruesia. One was. an imperia]iam -
breeder of future ware. One had been a victim. nuring the war, many had
L pceme to feel that it was perhaps a goed thing fer the world that Ruesia

| was Conmtmie*b. Tne prospecb of twe capitalist eountriee, the size and

i ¥
power of Russia and America ) colliding over world markete y in t.he manner

l .

.‘,that Gemany e.nd Britain were alleged t.o have dene before 191!4, eeuld be
' i

alarming for- the future of mankind. It seemed unlikely that the United

-\
1.'
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States would clash mth the Soviet Russ:aw They were ne:.ther economic

31 nor territorial rivals. It was very possible that there vfould be diffi-

cult:.es w*lth the reaurgent 5 revitalized Empirc, triumphant. 9 victorious, -

and, sustamed by Iend-Iease. uuch aSSessment.a ef their two anies could

be decisive in the policy making of the United St.at,eg leaders. : The:—e ET

evidence that Heosevelt theught someahat along these lines. | -
He told Kﬂkolajczyk, the Czech leader;, in Waslﬁngton in June 19hh

, that’ "Stalin is a realist., a.nd we musn't forget > when we ;]udge Russzan

h actions s that t.he Soviet Begime haa had only wo years of experience in’

internationai relatiens. Bnt of one thing I am certain Stalin is not.

an imperialisb."l ~ Tis opinion seemed to be ahared by many of t.he Ameri-

i can leaders. I Major-Genaral Deane > head of.‘ the Unitedf States ﬁilitary

I

K Miseion m Eﬁoscow, was to send warning repor'bs, those "h:!.gher-»up" had high

' xfaith in the Ruasiana. -_ General Eisenhawer believed, t00, that there wag .

_(a special band between the United States and the Sev:.et Unien, one that )
»was, by impl:.catmn, Iacking in the Angle-«American relation. ‘ He felt. that

| I: "in the past relations of Amenca and Russia there s no cause to regard
' sthe future with- peasimism" On-the one handv, “"the two powers‘ had ‘maintained

"an unbroken friendsm.p that dated back te the birth of the Um.ted States
: ,as an independent Republic"; on: t.he other, "botsh vore free from f’ahe st:.gna

'of colonial emp:.re building by force' 2 This 1ast. statement. imperfect]y
s ' 1Mikola,jczyk, 'l‘he Pattorn of Soviet Demination, p. 65, quoted
in Ghester Wilmot: ’s The S mg fer imregg, p. 639.. ,

‘ 4 "’fmm Eisenhower, Cmsade in Em'opeg (New Ierk: Beubleday,

i
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i ti'ne:,. comes down the sounding corridors of American historys It was.an
: echo of the-Bemee'ratic party stdtement .of 1900, = It was the Ame‘r‘ican'-‘-way:
of saying that both natiene wore unblenﬁ.ehed by tyranny Thie was be=
lieved, and thie was .- to become one of the petent myths of history. 4
-The obverse article of feit.h, as has been shmm, was the belief
in the- unhealthinese of colenialism in the world's body politic. "The
colenial system means war" « the President had told his son. _ .
. Exploit the resources of an India, a Burma, & Javaj take all the
woalth out of all those countries, but never put anything back into
them; things like edpca'oien, decént gtandards of living, minimum
. health requirements + all you 'reideing is storing up the kind of
b . . trouble that leads 'co war, All you're doing is negating the value-
- of any: kind of orgenizatienal structure for peace befcre it beginss
The: look that’ Churchill gets on his face when you mentiun Ind;ta.l
;5» ’ Similar sentiments may be quoted from Hull.2 They add up to =~
t
' the convictien that. a world menace Lay in Imperialism - Churchill-Empire
' style. And it was the duty of America, .with Russian aid, if possible, to

u exorei.ee ‘4%

;1 s Besides the broad differences ef policy which separated them

i in the East, besides the differing mterpretatiens of the European .

; future + Buch as caused America to mrer-rule the British plan fer a Second
~ Front via the eoft-underbeny ef Europe besides theee s 'there came the
aente ‘problem of the Greek Civil War to ﬂxrther enarl Auglo-American re=

t

lations-,.-.ﬁ The use of British forces ,egg;ed ;wit,h 'Iend~lease weapons,: against

| 13“1110&, Roosevelt » g_q Was There, pe. The :

- 2ull, Memoirs; Vols IT, p. 15991601,
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: Greek Gonmunist.s who had been fighting the. Germans, caused ‘grave concern |

on both sides of the Atlantics Churchill came _upder more severe criticism

than be ever had over India.  In fmerica, 4t was darkly suspected that.

Churchill's aims were t.o butt.ress the monarchy of Greecey the type of
! ambition for which demoorat:!.c maerica had ghown scant enthusiasm. In
: Washington, feoling ran high Admiral King gava orders to the United
Stat.es Naval Commander in the Mediterranean that ho. Tas not to permit

any American LS.T:% to bo usdd to trans!‘er supplied to Graseots’ 1 This

¥ roused Church.hl's indigna-tion. F‘u.rther sharp exchanges passed over the
:“ Atlantic wj.th the resnlts s as Sherwood says ” that “relations between ths

: White House and Dming Street were mcre strained than they ‘had ever'been

before" 2 .

When Churchill met Hull's sm:oessor, Stettinins, at the Malta .
. ;'endezvous 5 the Prime Minister expla:.ned to him- that #3£-the Briti.sh had
r‘ not had- troops in Greece, the Greek Commtmists would have taken over the
;. government " "The British"; he declared, ”had a definite responsibility
!1 not to allow this to happen” Stettinius, who had :just claahed with Chure
lchill Ane diecussions over policies in If.aly, doee not. appear to have been '
'impresaed by this argument, and the conviction remained tha'b Churchill had

'vint.erfered in ths internal affairs of Creete for :i.nterasted motives.3
L

i 10hester Wilnot, Stru ggle for Burope, ppﬂ 637-638.
' QSherweod, Hcosevelt and Hepkms T8 839. , ' '

; 3E¢ward Sﬁet.binius, Roosevelt and the Hnssians Rusgiang, (New Yorkt
Daubleday, 191‘9)’ Pe: 610 .
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At Halta, , Churchill and Roosevelt held only br:.ef discussionsy
1

i,.
5 Roosevelt was anxious nof. to: make secret commitments of the: 191L=18 style
.i diplomacy, nor to 16t Russia feol thaf, -she was' dealmg with .a: Western bloc.
"The Presideiit knenr how overly suspic:.ous tho Russians ‘were < & Russian _

| trait’ that antedated the Communist regime™l . But in' the brief course of

’ ;;he ¥alta me&tings, the' British delegat,ion were dismayed to f£ind that ‘

ln their Amencan colléagues were less srmpicious of Pussia'ts post«-war intenw
| tions than they were of Britain'a.' MThe' appreéiation of this fact = -

E astanishing though it may seem at this dista.nce = is essential to the under+

i standing ‘of what happened at Yalta"," wrote Wn.lmot.

' ' In the opinion of Chester Wilmet s -'Ib. was not altogether fortui«
h tous that: the Yalta Conference commenced vith the Red Armr‘s spectacular

, .1 victory in Poland, for f,he time w5 ‘determined by Stalin®,3. The original

j iniative was Roosevelt's = he had desired ‘a meeting as early as possible

after his re-election. But— the ihsslans-, 'under ~Stalin, '»"regard -inter~ s

'I‘national conferences ag oppor’ounities ‘for ‘the recognition -of situations

.J:)«w
.which have alrsady- bean creat.ed by the' exercise of powér, not as ‘occasions. -
.for ‘the negotiation of reasonable settlementa mut.ually acceptabla. nbi

Whether it was comcidence, or astute tactics ’ the time of the -

' Ialt.a Conference found Ru.ssia in-a comparative]y s’c.rang militaxv and "moral® .
i . 2 .

¥

.lEdward Stettinius, .Rocsevelt and the. Russians, P 62,

Zwiamot ;, ops cit., p. 632,
| . '3Wilmo’o, __20 Cifng p. 628' .
s,y p 630.
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;" pé‘s’it;ion; in Azile'rican ayes; - 'Ihe armies of Konev, Zbukov and Rokoesovs!w

3; were advanc:hx, in giant strides along broad. sections -of" the Russiah front,

| -and rapj,dly» approaching the.Eastern German frontiers: S

. . " Opn’'the Western front the perspectives were diffeven ---- . - Rundstedt 's
! .armigs had ‘broken through at the:Ax‘*dennee gapy and .‘Eieenhewer s forces had '.

| I 'been dn ,,.danger-\‘_o,freerious roverses Victory -in -Western Europe -did not look
-ag easy as 1t had & few weeks earlicry In the Far Basty the Americans

l:were striving to reapture Mindla. Hard, bitter fighting saemed tho only

; -ﬁi-amisé' f6r monbthis, 'pess‘:tbly year‘e; ) deal with the Japanese mainland
would involve a. series of. immense. naval cperatiens, ei‘ bloody beachheads,
and eventuany, the yreparatien of another: massive Aeea invasion into. the

- homazand of.a desperate, suicmany-fanauc nation-ir:-arms

The Axis, it seemad, could only be beat.en, ecoxmmically, by a

Y fim codlition of praetieany all the rest; of the world werking togethers

,; After the call.for "unconditional surrender® there sas mo question-of

-! offering Gemazv peace ‘torms to prevent Russian expanaion = this vzas Hitler g
41 1ast hope.l -Gn the eontrary 4t was the general feeling that of ‘the -Alliee ’

: ;,the one -that. was nost eruelly hurt by the ;Axis, the. one t.hat wae ‘making

i' t.he greatest efforts 5 was, as' victor, most deeerving of the sp01ls. Eisen- '
;qihower vecalied that Rneeia was the first natzon t.o recognize the revolu-
l11;:Lenau'-y Amerlcan Govemment. In- the blue dawn of victory it was overlooked

' that. the IInit.ed Statee Wae very ]ate m recogm.zing Red Russia, and that

"Russia had not had time to forget, It would be good to get the tried,

" ¢
:

' g ."' e ~
| , U B T s o :

i 1Wilmot, 92. cit. ) states R 626~7, "Hitler believed that every
etep the Russians took 'E“' rds Berlin Would bring the West nearer compromiee.
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euocessful anti-}litler eombixxetion to work againat Japan. It."w'ouil’d’ be

good’ to bring in the singled-minded Russian people whoee aim, undivided
by eolonial considerations X would be direoted to cmshi.ng the Axis. If

ll 1 . L E

|| indncements were neceesary to get the Russian peOple to bear the great

’ new burden, t.hey could hard]y be- denied them. ~

,,_.
!

There were atrong reaeoas for eeeking Russian aid in the war
wit.h Japam At t.he Second Quebec Conference, 1t had been estimated that
the war againet Japan could be concluded in about. eighteen months, after _
Germaxw ehould be defeated. ' Those close to Boosevelt suggest two reasons
:’ for Roosevelt's oamng on Ruelian eid againet Japan. Aeoording to Stetti—
vniue, the Joinf. Chiefe of Staff of ‘the Unit.ed Sta.t.es, "':)uet before our de~
parture for Yelt.a," had sent. the St.ate Bepartment copies of - doomuent.e re~
lating to Rnesian patt.icipation in the war against. Japanc._ These docu=
nment.e eteted u . . e We des:lre Rueeian entry at the earlieet poseible :
|' dete consietent wit.h her ab.inty to engage in offensive operations and
h are prepared to offer t.he maximum supporb possi.ble wiehout prejudice to

_ 'our main effort againet Japan o s & ."1 "I knew at Yalta®, writes Stetti'-"'-
!nius, "of the izmnense preesure put on the Preeiﬁent by our military
.leedere to bring Russia into the Far Eaetern War. At this time, the atomic
'bom'bﬁwae stm an unkno'am quality .. 008 No one !mew how long the European

War would last. nor how great the oasualties would be. o

o Secondly, Roosevelt felt. that Russian part.icipamn in the, con=

"‘;oluaion of the campaign against the Axis would eneure Russian cooperation

“ts

A
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in the creation of a new world free f!'om Fasc ism. RooseVel'o wasg. prepared
to make concessions in- order to get t.he machinery of the United Nations _
.y organization started.l Tois attitude explains why he had no object.ion to
B Soviet. fussia’s clain for - two extra votes. As Comandepm-c:hlef, he had
; avresponsibilit:-ﬁ-;’or.-‘A,mericgz‘r} hve_’zs.unnecessan;ly- 1ost ;n__an»gt.t,;pk on
Japani. B A L
‘H:‘Ag‘ R A third reascn, which was both military and political, comerned

A }’ tha amount :of help ths Hnited States would or should receivo from Britain

‘:'__'ilinthewaninAsﬂaa S L

E:." g ’ South—Fas’c Asia Comand md been an almost entirely British~

*' Empu'e thsater of war, andez' the English Supreme ,Coxmnander, Lord Iauis :

- 'Momtbatﬁem It is Wi]mot's ccmvicbion that Washington presumed that

1

Churchill was more interested ih regaining Britain's los'o coloni.es than

(

':" in bringing about the early defeat of Japan.2 “The American Ghiefs-vof—Staff
- l
;had decided that Britain should not be a.llowed military conf,rol of the

'Dutch East Indies after their recaptm-e. They: folt that :Lf the British

o got hold of gome Dutch tarritory, it. might be. difficnlt to ahake t.hem 100804

. [The President had told stettinius the year previous]y that., "tho Bru.isn
| mould take La.nd anywhere in t.he worm, even ﬁ‘ it were only roclc or a eand
)

bar" 3 It is ev1dent that a behef in tne necessity of Russian assistance
t
was accompanied by a distrust of the third Qreat Power 's nwtives in the

' EFar East. C

., .

. 1This was the impression of Admiral Leahw. Ieam',gg. g;_t_s ‘310,
"*&Wilmot, _2. Citu’ P! 6h1' . R :

. (;: : ' T Bstettmius, _Eo Oitog pt 2370




4||

93

On February 18, 5:30 p.m., at Livadis Palace, Roossvelt and
ii Stalin met in a eonvereation heard only by their foreign Hdnistera, .

: Stettinius and Moletov, and t.heir interpreters Pavlev end Bohler. -
} Behlen's seoret minut.es were recently released with ether of the Yalta -

Papere s and some messages relevant to t-his study throw. light on what was -
1

I
N

i said and felt. One of the subject.s ei' this discussion was the political'
cenditions under which the U.S.S R. would enter the war against Japan,

)

and t.he eonversation bore on Darien - 'a warm water port at. the ‘end of the

i South Ma.nchurian Railroad. - "The President said he had not yet had an op=

II portunit.y to discuss this matter with Chiang Kei-Shek, &0 t.herefore he
o could not. speak for the Chinese. He went on 'ao say that ‘there were two
.‘ methods for the Russians t.o obtain the use of tbia porti (1) ~outri'ght'
leasing rrcm the Ghinese, (2) meking Darien a free ‘port under some form
i' of mtenxat.ional commission. He said he preferred the latter ‘method,’ be-
‘i‘tesuse of the relet.ien to the question of Hong Kong. The Preei;dent‘ said he
hoj)ed that the British would giw back the swerei@ty of Hong Kong to
i[:Ch:!.ns and that it would then become an internationaliaed free port, ‘He
1said he knew Mr«. Churchill would have strong ob,jeotions te th:ls sugges-

~|| .
‘t'.ion s » ® o”l

'l‘ L Later in the course of the same conversation, President Roosge~
- velt. brought up the question of Trueteeships. Stalin approved of the sug=

gestien of a Trnsteeship for Korea by a council composed of a Soviet,

x
Ck
1

! hnas the ‘Big Three Eeally said at Yalta} U, s, News and World
Repert, March 25, 1955, pps 18~1564 _,

l.

1

P




American and a Ghinese represantat.:lve.

- .. The President then ‘said there wag .ofe. queation 1.n regard to
- . Korea which was delicate. ' He personally did not feel it was-
‘necessary to mvite the British to participate in the trustee«-
ship of Korea, but he feélt they might resent this. Harshal Stalin :
replied that they would most certainly be offended. In fact,
said, the Prime Minister might "kill us". In his opi.nion, he fe}.t‘ :
that the British ahould be inv:lted. ' '

i The. President then sald he also had iri mind a trustesship for-
Indo=China. He added that the Biritish did not approve of this
idea, ag they wished to.give it back to the French since they

feared tho implications of a trusteeship as it might affect
Burma 0 o @ . |

, He (the Prosident) added that the French had done’ nothing to
i 4mprove the natives since she had the colonys He said that Géneral
. deGaulle had asked for ships to transport French forces to Indo-

P Chinas. Marshal Stalin inqu:lred where deGaul].e was going to got
! the troops.

. The Pregident- répiied that deCaulle saici he. was going to find
the troops when the President could find the ghips, but.the Presi= -

| "dont added that’ up %o the prosent he had been unabls. o find the
i shiPSQ ) ‘

;‘ | The British at Ialta could not have been nmch snrpriaed at. such
L jconfidences: exnressed in intimate tete a tete by their antl—colonial allies., :
1But it mst have geemed rather incongruons that while urging the handing
‘over of Hon@ong to China 5 Roosevelt was prepared to promise Stalin snb-
‘ sﬁantial concessions in Manchuria, and to do so without. so muoh as consult-— ,
:ting the Chinese. Leahy appreciated thist “lr. President," he had whispered-
' f" :in his €ar, nYou are going to lose out on Rong Kong if you agree to give
,}the Russians half of Darien." Isahy records that Roosevelt 'shoolk his head

“m resignation and said, "ell, BAl1, I cah 't help m 1




. When presented the next ¢:1ayL with the torms: nnder ‘Which Sbalin

agreed toO ent.er the Far Eastern War, the Prime Ministex- felt that. he

| ought. to approve ’ becauae the whole position of the British Empire :m the

' Fer East might be at etake. Churchill had some reason to suspeet that

ince he had been excluded from negotietiens concerning t.he war with

Japan, Britain mig'm well be excluded frem ‘further discussione about the _
Far East, S.f she did not stand by t.he Amerieane ncw. He could :‘also foresee,
like Lealfw, thac tf these concees:lons vrere made to Ruesia, Roosevelt would

not be in a strong moral poeition t.o comend the disposal of’ Hong Kong, or
of ether Brit.ish positions in the Far best. ‘

At the next dey’s Big Three Meeting in Livad:la Palaee, Ghurchill
seized an opportunity to make it. clear, 1n a stem demonetration te his

two allies, that.,, regarding the Britieh Empize ac leest, he would broek no

-nonsense. Bohlen'e secret mi.nutes are again queted']r :

Mr. Stettiniu.e then reported on the reeult.e of t.he -discussion
: at the’ meeting of Foreign Ministers ‘on. the matter of providing
machinery in the World Organization, for dealing with territoriel
' trusf.eeshipe and dependent. areas, as i‘ollewe: '

Tt was agreed t;hat the f:lVe governments which will have
~ permanent seats on the Secuirity Council should consult éach -
- other prior to the United Nations Conference providing ‘machinery

© . in the World Charter for: dealing with territorial- trueteeshlp
R and dependent areass _

\ The Prime: E:lnister mterrupted with g‘eat vigor to eay that
he did not. agree with one single word of this report on. trustee-
ships.. Ho ‘said that he had not been consnlt.ed, noy had he heard

"of this sub:jeeu up to now, ' He said tqat under no circumstances
“would. he ever Lonsent t.e fert.y or fifty naticns thrusting inter-w

Hmat the Big ‘Three Really Said at Yalta) Us. s. News and World
Report, March 25, 1955, : ‘
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. .fering fingers 1nto the life existence of the British Empim._
. As long as he Wwas-Ministér, he would never yield one sorap of
. ,thei.r heritage. - He. continued An that vein for soma minutes. )

Ieaby and Stettinius ‘also give: descriptions of $is outbiirst,! '

' ‘St.ett.inius was sn;e,."gqossgelt,. was not. agtonished a’oxthe_ vohemencsd with _

which Churchill attached-the tmsteeship.brop;sam 2 n;m 1s good éeaéon
to suspect t.hat. this dramatic show of pass.'x.cm was deliberat.ely planned. .
Churchill, on previocus discussions with the Russians ¥ had known how to
achieve result.s by a show of angry tempen. ‘But, there 1s no. raason to
doubt; t.hatthe sentime‘nts he- expre. sse,d we;z;e-_hearb-rfﬁl§;- He was unwilling

. to yield azv scrap of the Empires . '

Stettinius _quickly. axp]ained t.hat this reference to bhe creation
of mschinery was not intended to refor to the British Empi.re, but parbi-

,cnlarly bo dependent areas to be taken from enemy control. The. Prime

Minister accept.ed the explanation > ag’ 1f he needed 1t ~ but insisted that
1t. be clearly Mdicated thst. no reference be made t.o the British Empine....
There was to be none of the ambiguities that clouded the mterpretation
of the Atlantic Charter. ' |

Deét)iﬁe ’thé obd'urac‘y; 'o"i-“ Ghurchill, Hoos’evelt."sss" determiried 0 |
press his plan of trusbeaship for dependent. ax-eas. Rétui‘iﬁhg ’f:'-oﬁz Yalta

he held & press. conference aboard the Us 8. Se Quincy, on February 23, 1945,

with report.ers represent.ing the press associations.' Ths Présidert g:liscqassd

. Yeahy, op.:gits, pr 3V
28tsttinius, opy oibivs, PPy 236.
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| Inda China.}

, For two whole years I ‘have been terribly worried about. Indo-
China; I talked to Chiang Kai-Shek in Cairo, Stalin in Tehoran.
They both agreed with me ¢ ; s + I suggested o & & & that Indo=-
China be set up under a trnst;eeship & o o ¢ Stalin liked the ideas
China liked the idea, The British don't 1like its It might bust °
up their Empire; because if the Indo-Chinese were to work together
and eventually got. -their independeme, the Burmese migxt do the

same thing to England < + « .«

Q. Is that Churchill®s idea on-all territory out there. ,He
wants them all back just the way they were? .

The Presidentt Yes, he is mid-Victorian on all things like
tmt LI R ’ T ’

Q. 'I‘his idea of Churchill's seems inconsistent. with the

policy of self-determination?
. ‘The President.: Yes, that is tme.

Q. Do you remember the speech the Prime Eﬁ.nister made about
- the fact that he was not made the Prime Minister of Creat Britain
to see the Empire fall apart?

- The President: Dear old W:Lnsbon will never learn on thaf.
po:lnt. lhis is, of course, off the record o o o o

A seeond "postscript“ to Yalta was a gentence from the very last -
presa conference held by President Roosevelt. To ‘the question, "Who will
be the controlling government over the mandates taken from Japan, the U,S.
- or the U.N. ™ he repliedz "I would say the Bnit.ed Nations, Or it might
be called the world, which has bsen much abused and now will have a chance
to prevent any more abuse “ s o u .n?
On August 10, the Japanése sux‘*re”tide‘fed.‘:. -Japah .had been defeéted
. m a mili.ta_ry -sense, before: the'at.-om boml;,ﬁvgg d'rOpfséd, or B‘ussié entered the

ward But which of these events forced the Japanese to surrender? It is

18a.muel Is Rosenman, The Pnblic Papers and Addresses of Franklin‘
D. Roogevelt, Vol XIII, pp. 562-56k.

" 2mpd., p. 610,
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the suggestion of a later comnentator that the Yalta decision was a-
decisive factor. I.ouis uorton has- written._ “Japaneae racords will not
eupport the conclnsion t.bat the atom bemb alone accompla.shed that result:'
Russia's declaration of war had at least as great an effect as Hiroshima
In that sense, perhaps, American pol:lcy toward ‘Russia was Juatified ulti-
mate]y on August. 10, when Emperor Hirohite made the fateful deoision that
brought the Second World War to an end."l ,

One final episode. offera a complet.e eoxmnent.ary on Anglo-American
divergenca over policy in t:he Far East General HacArthur, who was serving
' as co-ordinator of a‘ll surrender arrangements, forbade Iord Louis Mountbatten
-to accept aqv local surrender in South East Asia, t.o send any re-

) occupation forces into Japanese-held tetritom unt:ll the over-all eurrender
had been signed in Tokyo. "The British were -thus. p:la(:ed" said. Wi]mot,

%in the humiliating position of not being pemit.ted to reoccupy their own’
coloniea nnf.il the Japanese High Command had forml]y acknmv]edged defeat
f.o an American general on an American battleship in Tokyo Bay-..-.\_ - The
British ~h§.‘s-*boriéhas‘eert'ed that '-‘a-lthongh this par"ticﬁlax"'manﬁ"a‘station

-of American anti«-coloniahsm was hot revealed until six mont.hs after !alta,

the attitude which. mspired it was 1mplicit in the policy mosevelt pur*
sued th:ongh the,.war.“z

i
.

llouis Mort.on, "‘me Military Background of the Yalta Agreements,
The Reporter;. April 7, 1955q |

ZChestaer Wilmot, The stru gg-lg gp_g Burope, pe 6U3.
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- CHAPTER VIII
POST-WAR: THE U. N. REPLACES.THE U. 8. ' ¢

"_Sox'ne Enrqpean oompi'ie;é had come‘: to feé‘r' ‘Anﬁéfivit:ahf.id"e'alists’
as mich as hei-'i'sol;at.io‘nists;;\.‘ ‘I’hey f_ealized in 1945 that ong' of the con=
- ‘gequences of the War was (to '..aiva‘x-'ying'- extent) .scme sort of éclitical and
’ "t"iiox"'ai 'Amériéa'niz.at'ion' of the wor'ld.' In the ‘particular- £ield -‘ws."th which
“thig’ study is concerned, 1t 1s: ‘certainly to bo’ noticed that dfter: 19h5
policies were pursued with regard to colonies that were hardly foreseeable
s vin 1939;_ The great . ¢olonial powers began:to become "have-not"~ nations -
o ‘the phrase has fallen mto diause « with the approbation, or under the
"’stimulus, of ‘world. opinion. o _ LR |
.‘ - In several ways and in varying degrees, nmch of Rooseve]:b 's '
"'"-f-lwpesAmm fulfilled; or, ab 1east., the . co].onial pawers 80" modified their
.policies as to obviate the necesaity of the drastic changes hs urged. A
Thus the- British Enmpire: evolvad 1nto a British Cormnomlealth con=

L .siet:i.ng of free nat.ions and of nati.ons advancing or appearing to advance

A along "the broad paths“ leading o the- evolution of self-r-goveming insti-~
i tutions™ In 19&6, the title of French Enpire was ‘changed into the~polite

: ,'-neologism of "French Union*"*iﬁetropolitan France .t’ormed with ‘the I"rench

- territories overgeas a Union recognising, wibhout any discrimination, the.

L lﬁem'i Cullmann, L'Union Francaise, (Paris: ‘Presses Universi-
taires, 1951), pp. 31-33-

5




‘fqu equality of all 11;3 human members. ‘I‘hese territones send deputies :

toz the French Natienal Assembly, S enatore to the Counscil of the Republic » ,'

snd contribut.e half the membership of the Councn of the I"rench Uni sa
politically impotent body sittinge_«__in splendid but insigsificant iselation -

at. Versailles The Dutch system-has also evolved towards the idea ef.’ a.
commonwealth of nations giving a common allegiance to the Queen. 5 ~:'
o | But. not onhr the great colonizing nations were influemed by
‘American pressure, -and the new spirit of the age. 3 Hundreds of millions ‘
- of colonial peoples, offered bcth the opportumty breught by the wary and
) the encouragement and aid of Boosevelt 's policies, begen to exert. influ- '5
enee on t.heir own behalf, and with unprecedented vigor. Nowhere were the_
‘celonial peoples content to rema:ln paesive. Prom Jamaica te Java there
| '. were restless stirrings and demsnds that prroved embarassing. t?est- Indiane
. ‘who. had heard their territories described as "an Imperial elum“ began to _
't.ake thought over the 1mp11cations of both the adjecti‘ve and t.he substan-
(bive, , .
. | In the Far Esst. s the deperting Japanese left a ti.me-bomb: the ~
_ t.heught t.hat. the European countries had "liberat.ed" the East.ern peoples
only in order to rec-aesert. European rule, and resime their exploitation.
:I_”Thus the ret.urn:lng Dutch and French found their sovereignty dieput.ed by
- “batt.le-trained nationslist guerillas’ tnspired by both Anerican and Russian
._revolutionary ideals > and queting, sométimes together and indiscriminately,
from the mtchwords of Jefferson and Petr:lok Henry, Marx and Lenin.




R Displaying ‘that capaoity for adjustment which is one- explena- ', ,
. ton, for the langevity of British institutione, 1t was: the Brn;ish 'Empire

o ;"which reeponded mest fully to the exigencies of f.he "Americanized world“
‘I‘m years aft.er the War, India and t.he new etate o*‘ Pekistan beoame inde-» :

‘ pendent nation,s, t.he Iaber Govemmem making the conceseion which Churchill .

Zes;:].l opposed, and I.ord l’nuie Mountbat.tan, the Jaet Vieeroy, diecharg:ing
hi.s obligation in a manner that would have oleaeed Roosevelt. Burma amd
Ceylon likewise reoe:.ved their mdependence » the fomer preferring to sever
her bende entirely wibh the Empire' In the Caribbean, Amer:lca'e backyard,

Where an Anglodmerican Commission nad been functiening since during the
War, proposale were. implemented 5.n all the British colonies to provide |
great.er measure of repreeentathe gevernment..

o Unt:ll 1939, Africa hed been thought of ae ‘a oont.inent to be ruled
only by Europeana and, as has been seen,. there had been much dispute among

, 't.he European powers as to their respect.ive rig,hts to rule Africane ’ but very
nttle aboub the right of Africans t.o rule themselvee. In Britieh Africa

«st.eps were commenced 1eading to t.he fulfillment of the revolutienexy » and

| .etill debeted :.dea of the: creation of free Black Demmions. -

It was the French, not the Brit.ish, “who: eeemed less able to for-

~:get and to leam. The Freneh Army displayed vigor late :’m t.he wer 1 in .

| 'trying to put down a nationalist-»minded govemment in Syria. British aet.ion
‘in Syri.a and Lebanon compelled a reversal of thie policy, and eventually

’ the French relnctantly surrendered their ‘mandaté.. General deeaune, head-

'of the provisional government of 19hh, whose chief ‘aim was to 800 that the

|




grandenr of: Franoe be.. undiminished, was nmch displeased. SRR | ‘ .
x 4_- It wag in Indo=China,. however, t.hat the I"reneh Wore moat reso-zi
Alute to presgrve their prmr rula After some t.ima-»servﬂ.ng maneuvera
‘:ln Paris, the government sent, ouf. a strong earped:ltionary force to negos-
tiate-for.atrength with @ naf,ionausu govarnment earlder recogn:lzed by |

4 | 'France. ‘After:the rupture- of re]ationa, which if not deliberate]y pre-
""_f..-.‘,'.ca.ps.tated, wis well ant-ieipated, the French preceeded to recapture Indoc-
Ghina - Aparh from the- unexpected]y tough resietanca of the Oommunist-vled
Indo-chinese Nationaldsts in. North Vietnam, the French were hampered by

he. unwillihgness of the. Vietuamese in the South to ﬁghb to prese;'ve
"the French Pregences. E\wwamore, American mintary aid given f.o Franne
i was’ at first epeciﬁcany enjomed ndb to be. used in colan:lal wars. ' fhe

L Indo-ﬂhinese* naeﬂ.onalist leader, Ho Gh:t ‘Minh, had. won. the reapecc of

| General Maramn, and the. French war was: viewed with great disfavor in

i ;‘.,America, as indecd among iberal elment.e in France. e

o laber. the fear of- Cemmunia‘b ‘expansion ws. to bring America
o around to a'policy in Indo-china so warlike- a8 to ﬁhreaten the French
»with the prospact of a ganeral Th:lx-d World War, and to stimulate their

o deairve for a peacam settlement. In retroapect, Raoaevelt. 's. anxiety for

the fntura of Indo-chma aeemed to have been wen-Justified. , It- As: cer-.- ‘
‘_ tain that the events in Indo»chim have since compolled the Prench to ’
L tollow t.he British pattern.of "adjnstment“ with regard to the seet.hing

da.seontem of.the matichalisteninded miltitudes of iarench Horth Africa. |

L l‘l‘b.is :lnfomauon wag. received by the writer from a Speech by
: the I*Ymch wnister for the Aasocieted States in April 1951;.

il



| The Dutch military commanders had chafed at the small role
;li allotted them in the defense: and recapture of" their possessionsv They
Tf&,were, hawever, comitted to a policy permitting a wider measurs. of self-
| government under the Dutch cromns. | .
The: Dutch returned to Jeva to £ind the pteawa? nanienalieﬁ5moveb'
ment now vérylfer‘ndvenceda For four years an uncertain situation prevailed,
as two governments claimed eoverexgnty, & situation rendered more uncertain
by the vacillating attitude of the United Statess
American diplomatiste dealt as before with the Dutch authoritles
to whom they had been accustomed. But popular sympathy in America lay with
the Indonesians, called rebels or nationaliste, according to'the attitudes
-and sympatniee of the observer. The Indonesian leaderS‘had-at first hoped
’that the Americans had come in 19&5 to free them from both of the’ detested
occupations « that of the Jepanese -and that of Holland.: 7
‘ Eventually American pressure brought through the Gnited Nations
campelled the Dutch to grant the Edst Indian Nationalists' demand for:
sovereign freedom. In renouncing direct actien, Weehington bad the appear-
";anﬂe of "whimeically favoring both revolut;on and the status quo in South
Eagd Aoia” 1 A cnrioue consequence of this was a great disillusionment with
the Amer1cen attatnde in Indoneeia amia tendency to seek eympathy elsennere.
o Carlos Romulo, thevformer President of the U. Ne General Aesemblyy .

offers this commentany in his book, "Grueaﬂe in Asia"s _"

: 1Bl,air Bollee, 0, .S. Policy. in the South Easn Asia ‘in Emgire's
End in South East Asia, . No. 78 Headllne Serles, Fbreign Policy'Association.




{figh;:

R If, in the beginning, the attitude of America t.cward Indc-
- 'nésia had been on the: pattern of its generous attitude towards
" the: Philippines, eighty million Indonesians would be with us:
, 'tcday, committed on the side of the free world. If’, 4n the be-
‘.. .ginning, the United: States had sti*pu]ated that there.-would be
~ a general liquidation of the colonial system in Asia s this Would
»have sealed the trust: cf the Asian peoples.l

. I.n 1900, t;he useful 1f nnsuccessful ag:.tation by the ent:.- |
imperialists helped to fix, as a naticnal policy, the education of 'che
Filipinos for self-government. American anti-colonialism received--its _.
triumpha.nt self-justificaticn with the grant of full independence tc the -
I’hihppines 4n 19hh. By 19h7, wit.h the freeing of India, the wcrld's |
lsrgest colony, mamr of ‘the zea].eus proponent.s of anti-colonialism felt
they cculd now lay down their cause. |
: There were now nsr{er cons:Lderaticns ccming tc the forefront.
Aftex' its fight on the side of the celonial powere in World War’ II,
. America found itself to have taken on some of the attributes of its |
¥ frlende , if not yet of its enemles. Thus, the scheme for a series of
internat.ional bases - cne cf the foundaticns of Rcosevelt 's future peace =
was' quietly shelved. Some of the islands taken frcm Japan were seized as
psmanent air and naval basee for America, axfcrm of st.rategic colonialiem.
President. Truman vrag lese visionary than Roosevelt. He was also more
easily influenced by military men’ who beliewed that America g security
" was to Abe 'pres'erved not by internat.ional trusteeships and, indiscriminate

' _liberalism', ‘but Aby‘ building a defensive line of bases wherever possible A

1Carlcs Bomuic,"Crnsade in Asia" U. S. News and World Report, P
April 159 1955- '




'if;:and convenient. oy )
. ' That’ Americans felt some bad cons01ence was to be seen in the
ihﬁ?unimagineable generosity shown. te all the peoples compelled to remain :
._eubject.- In Gkinawa, Cuam and other territories taken from Japen, eveny
compensation was: offered for ‘the comparative lack of. independence, and in
most ‘cases the natiVes were Well satlefled with the exchange. They were;,
‘spered the hardships. and responsibilities of freedom. . ‘

America, 4t would seem, despite proteetations to the contrary, :
and eepndiation of the thesis of econom;q.determinists, has become itself.
an-imperielistucounﬁny once more,’ The fact that' by habit of thoqghﬁ it
wag 5till antieéeldnial, while by stretegic'end_eceﬁemic necessity, as
well as by political alliance, it sided with the colonial powers, often
placed the country's delegates to the United Nations in.a position whére,
.in a paroxysm of. perplexity, they muét_abstain'frdm,votiﬁg»on issues in~ -
'volvxng celonlalism. , | 4 : _ ' -

Rusala meanwhile claimed the position of the first anti-colonial
- pGWerg The ldss of their colonies is expectedvto hasten the decline of -
the Great I\Iatiens. The colenies might & ev*en provide an accretion of man- L
pewer -and ‘resources to the Communiet werld. Hob content to await the pro-
cess Russia hae resumed (through the Cominform, eucceseor to. the Comintern, :
' fdissolved -in the 1nterest of wartime allied goodwill), an 1deologica1 pene-
itration that ie no less insidious than the cultural domination of colonialism.
eIt differs chiefly in not being eeonommc,sand,indeed by Russian definition, }

imperialism is a form of economic colonialism: “America, the economic and-




capitalietic giant of 'ohe poeb-war world, therefore 1e by definit.ion the
.;great imperialiet. nation of todam o -

Some subetance of - truth seemed to e giVen this att.it.ude by

' certam American and Cold War policies. Wit.h a single-minded anti-Communism

which sometims irritatee har allies, America hae followed a policy of
storing up defenses. againet. a possible Communist aggression, placing in the
background the quest.ion of the aspirations of Eaetern peoples to economic
‘and pol_itical independence_-,. and social respect. When twenty—nine free
Afro—Asiae nations met in ccnference in Band‘dn‘g in 1955 -"en evént which
was the fruit of Roosevelt's policies - t.he United States did not even send
a message of goodwill. o
The anti-celonial policiee of Rocsevelt are etill being carried
through, however, by his memorial and creation, the’ United Nations. It is
the United Nations which has rep]aced the United States as the representa-
tive of anti—coloniel opix_tion, The United Nations has among it.e members
younger= natione like the Lecin American Republics still influenced by
' American ideals ] and new nations like the Philippines and India, created,
in great part, by the force of American idealism. . These ‘noiv fom a.powerl-.‘-
ful force against colonialiem, often to t.he embarassment of t.he United
States, The Umt.ed Nations offers the mechanism = trueteeship, inepeotion,
| opportunity for dieoussion - which carry out the best hopes of Franklin D.
.Rooeevelt.
Finally, the United Nations has achieved some of the objectives

that Pr_esident, Roosevelt would "hevei desired s. 8uch asg the creation of:..t.he :




o

' ﬂlindependent state of L&bya and Ihdonesia. Significantly, power politics

}of the Great Powers (w1th Uhited States connivance) kept the Unitad

“Nations cnt of the Indo-Chlna smtuation, Roosevelb's prime example; after
:Ihdia, of outdated - colonialism. This was another cf the great 1ronies.
| Today the colonial question is considered hy delegates and

”'officials of the United Nations as being the most explosive iasne before

1

the organization.f Dag HAmmarskjold, in the Us N Secretary—ceneral's :

Ninth Annnal Raport, lays proper emphasis on thiss

‘ Exparience has demonstrated, especially in the poatdwar

. years; .the complexities of the problems and at times the threat

" ‘to peace found in the area, still very numerous, inhabited by.
non self-governing peoplese - The many issues in this: sphere'"
which ‘regularly confront the United Nations call for a balance
between vision and restraint, recognizing the fundamental right
‘to self-determination, &s well as the fact that the exercise of
' self-determination may be self<defeating if not wisely and care=
fully prepared, The manner in which such issues are dealt with
will hage a serious bearing also upon the future course 6f world -
events.,

10ff~the-reccrd conversations and talke of delegatss and officia]s
“at the recent San Francisco Conference bear out this statements: They con=
sider the iasue more dangerous than the East-West Cold War.x '

zFrom the Introduction to the Secretarybceneral's Ninth Annual

?ﬁpor§ gublisheg by the United Nations, Department of Public Information.
ew I0r




CHAPTER IX .
CQNGLUSION

~ "We are the pick and flower of nations: ﬁhe oglf nstion‘.that
is really generous and brave and ,just. Wo areé above 'all 'thingé qualified
for goverm.ng others- we know how t.o keep them exactly :I.n their place
‘without weakness and ‘without cruelty e o o The excellenoe of our rule
abroad is proved in black. and white by the books of our explorers s our
missionaries, our adnu.nistrators and our soldiers, who all agree that our
yoke is a pure blessing to those that bear it o o _
Today the words of Professor Murray seem unneeessarily sareastic.l
It un'derline_s anot.her consequence of the Great Wgr:— _the demise of the be-
lief that e;me nation should have the right or "responsibility"_' to rule
another. In a sense the Great War had been a wsr against the concept of
a super-race:” The England of Houston Chamberlain, the . France of Gobineau,
the Amerlca of the twhite supremacists! = these by no means representative
of general public opinj.on = had fought and defeated the notion that any race
“'of men was endowed with a divine gift to rule anot.her. Thus the whirngig
of time brought in its revenges » and nothing more was heard of the White
- Men's Burden. . ‘
(‘I’he Yend of co’lonialism" ivas a victory of the Amasj.can ‘philosophy,

a triumph of the ex-"-colenial cOmpI‘eJ.t,-; or what one would pre.fer to call the

lQuoted 1n Walter Gonsuelo langsam's, In @ea t of Empire
_a. Citu 930




:""Mom"oe” Doctrine complex”, In 1939 it wee felt in Europe that great

sta t.es had a legitimate right, as Big Pewers, to clai.m colonies, or to

.-‘._keep those they already. had, Now colonial possession iLe .’m disfavor, and

_ muet be called by some other na.me.:i Colonial nations now eeek justification

.‘ for their continued presence ig their co],enie_el;., This is not difficult. H

.bﬁt in the past coioniz'ere would- ha've res‘ented. t)he. heces.sity‘: to find eecﬁ;-
lar excuses such. ae t.he need to prot.ect their wards from confusion, corrup-
tion and communlsm; or their preeent backwardneee, and the need to preserve
native cultyuree.— Little is said ooday ‘about bearing f,he Goepel t.o the
e, DR

-""Th‘ere. are many, Ahun‘drede of millione', 'who b‘el'vieve that coloniai-

‘ ism :Le not yet dead, but reigns either as blatantly as ‘over (the Belgian

’ Congo) ’ or is made respectable and almost pleasing (the West Indies). The‘
_meeting of twenty—nine African and Aeian nations at Bandung still found a

~ great deal of persistent colonialism to- condemn eolenmly In the acut.e :
mind-searchings that the Com War has occasioned, American polioy makers, -

as their predeceesore in the Hew Deal regime, muet ask themeelves, 9How 7.

) free ie the Free World?" Secretary of State Hnll had point.ed out t.he re-

) straints t.hat America s alliancee place upon her polieiee. . "We could not

,'.alienat.e (the colonial powere) in thej Orient and expect t.o work with them
-in Europe "1. Today, these colonial peoplee have t.heir own epokeemen and

they have these thinge to say abcut European all:lancee:

Leordell Hull,’ Her_qoire, Vol., _I_:__, P 1599-9,;




. Toﬁget closer. to’ t.he heart. of Aeia, America must use its own
‘heart more, = The peoples of Asia will respond with: understanding
. and sympathy to.the freedom=loving, the .generéus~hearted, the :
. desply humans America of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and
.. Franklin Delano Roosevelt; on the other hand, ‘nothing will more,
surely repel them than an America that carelessly allows its_es=
' cutcheon to be blemished by.the sins of its Enropean ames.l

What .do the European allies think of thisf? Andre Vieeon in. his
book ‘on America cal].ed “Ae Others : See Ue" hag wri.tten this about "American

Messianism": -

Ekmw Europeane fear that in America ts desire to emancipate -
pontically, economically - all the pecples of the world overnight,
she may overthrow the very society which she is trying to save. '
Moreover, many Buropeans do not understand why. Americans, who in-
‘8ist on the principle of equality for all nations, however back=
ward, continue to practice racial discrimination:at home,.. They
wonder whether it is an. incurablée naiévete or an ‘inveterate hypo= -
crisy, and deSales in 1942 gave prophetic warning that American
Messianism in its: vague and pretentioue form, would on]y stimu]at.e
anti—American feeling in :mrope.2 o

What wae this Messianism? Vthat was it during the Second World"
. War, and what did it become? In view of its momentous consequences, was
it riot onc of t.he mest pot.ent. "nvthe" of history? _

Certain aepects of t.he nwth of anti-colon:lelism have been con-.'
-eietently .'m evidence through Amerioan history.3 ‘l’here has been a belief

: 1Ca.z-].es Romulo,’ Crusade in Aeia excerpts quoted in U, S. Hews
and World Report, April 5511955 .

TR B

2Andre Bisson, Ag Others See Us, (New York: Doubleday, 19h8),

' BBy Imyth" is meant, the idee—gb_t_g_ such’as Georges Sorel urged
in hi‘s "Reflexione sur la violense", Sorel spoke of a myth as an ensemble
not of ideas, but, of motor images, capable of invoking in bloc a whole set
of sentiments. It canhot be well analysed or: ratienal]y discueeed, It
has the advantage that total conacioueness posaeseee over analysis, accord-
.'mg to Bergson. :




/'

" Cin national freedom, such as: had inspired in 1823, the doctrine thet the
N 421ndependeme ef the free countries in. the Western hemisphere muet be pre-1 )

':served ageinst Isuropean reaction. N _ - | ’ ‘

~ The paesien for freadom’ has remained and expanded. ﬁ’ee’te'rn L
European diplomats have been surprised to learn that the desire to |
"liberate® Eastern Burope was gemi-:lnely' felt by 'iax"ge eection_e of the
American: people, and was not just a poli.tical catchword. The Ameriean
people ‘have resented Zu.mitat.ions on liberty placed on any people, by any
political systems- |

The reverse of bhis passion tor freedom has been e positive
hatred of oppresaors ’. and oppreasive-seeming regimes 5 and a willingness
to employ strictures againet them, ' '

Anether aspect of the anti«-colonia]ism was the distrust of old
feudaliems Y er new ones for that matt.er, be they oont.rolled by K:I.ngs or.
Coxmu.ssars. "The American dream" ‘was t.o get away from t.hese things, and,’
aleo, to belp others to. do 80+ With a dietmt of powerful central gov-
ernment goes a disbelief in t.he right“ of ‘sohhe to x'ule others,

| Some mey see this as evidence ef an "incm-able m,a:’uvete" in

politxcal affairs. Those who benefitted from it, and . they Out-number by
far the others s have believed that the simple directnese of these almoeh
missionery faiths was t.heir best virtue. Formerly Wileon me walked at
Versaillee with the bemused air of a man of principle at a.pedce coni‘er- :
6nce. Roosevelt and' hie-successors-wex;e ina strongev _position to re~

introduse merality into international affairs, somswhiat to the amoyance




. tell t3 A . .
' i '7112

Qi¢of old~time diplometeg and to the distress of old Empire builders. ?'%d~'
' . Thuo, during the Second Wbrld Wer; Americe inslsted on apP1Y1ng

'eJitdemoeratio principles without exeeptions; and compelled colonial powers
‘to geo the Laberation of the Contznent and the: Liberaﬁien of India .as part
' of the same: fight againet‘tyranny Democracy was mure than an ideal. It
'was an - inexorable principle. : '
| | It has. net been surprising thaty eonfident in ‘the rightness of
their cause - uhich was also the superior American way'~ the Uhited States
‘gwae prepared to intervene hlgh-handedly or to attempt to browbeat the
Coloniel Pewere into changing their: policies, and, into ”mending their waye"
In war\time the cheraeterletic attitudee were given almest free
_‘eeinL’ They were held in check, lees by consideration fer their allies than
: by fear of aiding the enemy.‘ In Roosevelt,rthe New Deal temper, a compound
of Right and Left Wing Hadicaliem, found its best expreseion.' RoeseVelt
was free of the pervasive "Anglo-phobia" that moved certain elements in .
his Perty, but he was as implacably opposed to the maintenance of Britain'e
'colenial glories 'as any Indian or Burmese.‘ lhdeed, he Waa eometimes at ."
v'pains, as eeen in India, not to appear, despite Lend-Iease, as buttressing
-the'Britieh Empire. It was true that he underrated the difflculties with
which oolonial peoples would be confrented if the colenial administrators
'suddenly withdrew, The problems of India or Indoneeia were far greater
than those of the Philippinee. on the other hand, Roosevelt was less sus~-
cept1b1e to the prepagenda ef the colonial powers meaning to hold their

cun, than subsequent American poliqy mekers.
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~ Indeed) American attitudes, the official attitudee at. least;

r-_fhave subtly changed s:i.nce Roosevelt, though t.he indications of this

o "change could plainly be eeen even during the War. o
| - - In the struggle ageinst Fascist eggression the. exigencies of
'. _the situation compelled Americans t.o condone, if not support, condit.ions
) of which they disapproved. Thus in his letter to Gandhi, _ Roosevelt
o counselled patience while making "s supreme effort" to deal with “Axis
dreams of world conquest" 1 . - '
‘ In dealings with her allies it. was 1mportant for Ameriwn policy-
."makere to keep a eense of proportion and not let their emotional belief in
| ‘self-determination open them to exploitatlon by anyone who could round up
: enough support ﬁo become an "oppressed minority" Indeed in post-war
“years American foreign policy making lms attained .a.degree of extreme
“‘i"realism" which has often dismayed those who once complained about her
nalvet.e, or her excessive human concem for all places and peoples.' Now
“ :Amsrican policy grown "soyhiet.icat.ed" and. far—sighted, is unwilling to
j-'oreate new nations like India which migbt become a E‘rankenstien to Americsn
.fereign policy. ’
o | The irony is that America ﬁ.nds herself branded as’an Imperial
dl-‘.'ifposer. Strategxcally, this :Ls true. And the possessor of Okina.wa must -

.‘necessarily join Brita:m to oppose self—detsrmination for: Cyprus.

 Lcerdell Hull, Yesoirs, Vol. II, pp- 1G9-1490.




on economic grounds : America did not, -aocording co the ‘Russian '

,‘ " ,crthcdox; ftheory of Imperialis' eal cr wrest aeay the rich colomes of -

C others 3 Still her pewer and:respcnsibility called Amerlca t»O an, mf'e"“ i

| ‘venticn in world affairs which hag been bre.nded 3§ “Inperianstlc" by the
Marxiets, And the great dependence cf Europe, Asia er:d onth Amerlca en
'. "Americe s f:lnancial reecumes give great cauee for suspicion that the aid
_ is not disinterested. 2 The Gcmmmist bloo refused and denounced Ia!arehall
| aid Gertam].v, :.ndebtednese t.o America has not:; been mtheut coneequencee. o
4 A‘l’ne mctives fcr the freeing of: the- Philippifxes indicat.e f.hat altruiem can.
- 'be another agent cf a powerful and expansive cepitelism. -‘I‘he idealism of
. _»Article III -of the Atlantic Chartser ‘was: acccmpanied by the businees-
 minded eticulaticne of Article IV, 4

& The consequences of this American ant.i-colonialism are vaet, and
. povtentuoue, It can be affirmed that American pclicies y whi]e they alt.ered
the maps of Empire changed the ‘course of destimr for hnndrede of mimone.

g By :.ncreaeing the freedem given to the human race, American policies have

o ‘vaetly enhanced the etature of man - upen the earth, and altered the meral
- axds:. of the world, For America s net. cent.ent to be the ﬁ.ret modern ex- a
'fcclony to achieva i.ndependence and greatneee 5 was determined tc champion

t.he liberty of the inhab:.tants of the world against friends and foe, elike.(

e Americans h0ped thaf. the American Bevolntiom would proceed to ite total,

.planetary t.rimnph.
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