
Fear of "The Other" -- South Dakota 

This is my twelfth blog posting documenting the rise of hatred and intolerance in the United 

States under the heading Fear of the Other. The specific manifestations of fear and hatred in each 

state are different but the themes are depressingly similar. Unfortunately, South Dakota seems to 

be leading the pack right now in attacking the LGBTQ+ community. These entries are just the tip 

of the iceberg, as many people experiencing bigotry don't report it or make a public statement 

about it that gets picked up by the news media. 

Entries are illustrative, not exhaustive, and appear in reverse chronological order. 

 

 

Horizon view from the buttes at Badlands National Park, South Dakota 

 

• 2022 April 8  NDN Collective: Noem perpetuating ‘legacy of racism’ 

• 2022 April 6 Book bans: Taking care of children or censorship? 

• 2022 April 3  SDEA Not Responding Yet to Noem’s Three-Bill Attack on Public 

Education 

• 2022 March 31  South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem Signs Law Banning “Divisive 

Concepts” From Classrooms 
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https://www.them.us/story/south-dakota-kristi-noem-critical-race-theory-law-school-censorship
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• 2022 March 30  Lincoln High School students walk out of class in protest of anti-

LGBTQ+ bills 

• 2022 March 28  Racism feud erupts in South Dakota after Rapid City hotelier bans 

‘Natives’ 

• 2022 March 25 South Dakota leaders condemn hotel owner's racist comments 

• 2022 March 24  Lawsuit filed over threat to ban Native Americans from South Dakota 

hotel 

• 2022 March 24  SDDP condemns racist language from Rapid City hotel owner 

• 2022 March 23  South Dakota passes an anti–critical race theory law affecting colleges 

and universities, while Wisconsin and Florida consider anti-CRT and curricular 

“transparency” bills. 

• 2022 March 2  Bills highlight division on how history of America’s racism is taught 

• 2022 February 24  Woster: I Thought We'd Grow Out Of Book Burning, Eventually 

• 2022 February 19  Anti-trans Kristi Noem challenged on why 90% of LGBT+ teens in 

South Dakota suffer anxiety or depression 

• 2022 February 18 GOP governor who signed anti-trans law: No clue LGBTQ+ people are 

sad 

• 2022 February 15  CAIR Calls for Hate Crime Probe of South Dakota Racist ‘F*** Black 

History Month’ Note 

• 2022 February 15  Racist Note Leaves Brandon Family Confused, Hurt 

• 2022 February 8  South Dakota Embraces Attacks on Transgender Kids 

• 2022 February 8  CAIR Supports Call to Oppose South Dakota Bill Banning Anti-

Racism Teaching  

• 2022 February 4  South Dakota Signs 1st Anti-Transgender Sports Law Of 2022 

• 2021 December 20  Gov. Kristi Noem Drafts Bill To Limit Critical Race Theory 

Education In Schools, Universities 

• 2021 December 6  Sioux Falls community rallies against anti-Semitism on last night of 

Hanukkah 

• 2021 December 5  Sioux Falls Community Rallies Against Anti-Semitism On Last Night 

Of Hanukkah 

• 2021 December 1  Battling anti-Semitism in South Dakota 

• 2021 December 1  Censorship Has No Place In South Dakota Classrooms 

• 2021 November 26  South Dakota Mines fined for spectators’ racist comments 

• 2021 August 5  Police officer's description of a driver is latest case to expose South 

Dakota city's divide on racial tensions 

• 2021 May 25  Noem pushes to bar ‘critical race theory’ from universities 

• 2021 April 15  Kristi Noem's posturing on 'illegal' immigration spotlights a common 

misrepresentation 

• 2021 March 25  Sioux Falls Asian Community Speaks Out Over Rise In U.S. Hate Crime 

• 2021 February 3  Pine Ridge Reservation signs defaced with racist and anti-Semitic 

graffiti 

• 2020 June 26  Reports Of Racism In Hot Springs Remind Us That Racism Is An Old 

South Dakota Tradition That Should Be Discarded 

• 2020 June 18  Samantha’s story: Being black in South Dakota 

• 2020 May 11 South Dakota Governor Doubles Down On Her Anti-Native Reputation By 

Targeting Tribes’ Covid-19 Checkpoints 
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• 2019 November 15 Rapid City Attorney Jay Davis Thinks Anti-Muslim Bigotry Hits 

Close To Home In South Dakota, Sees Signs Of It Around The State 

• 2018 October 8  What It Means To Be Hispanic In South Dakota In 2018 

• 2018 April 30  South Dakota’s Family Heritage Alliance reveals disturbing track record 

of spreading anti-Muslim hate 

• 2014 March 27  South Dakota Uses Asian Stereotypes to Pass Anti-Abortion Law 

 

Blog posting on Lifetime Musings from April 14, 2022. 

URIs: 
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