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This thesis investigates and examines foxhunting with a focus on the
cultural and physical landscape of the Lake Oswego Hunt. The investigation
opens questions regarding the demands that horses place upon their
environment, exclusively, the environment of hunting. What is the history of
hunting? How was the landscape changed overtime? Why, and for what
purpose was it manipulated? How was the land acquired for the purpose of
hunting? What were the demands of the sport and how was that reflected
upon the facilities? What significance do hunt club buildings hold in a modern
society? But more importantly, how should these one-of-a-kind structures,

associated with a virtually extinct sport, be preserved? This thesis will assist
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hunt clubs and other similar organizations in understanding the importance of
preserving their landscapes and buildings and how to preserve the history

behind the phenomenon of hunt clubs.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

This thesis investigates and examines the Lake Oswego Hunt landscape
and structure. The Lake Oswego Hunt is an organization that is undergoing
redefinition of its purpose and place in the local community. When the Lake
Oswego Hunt was built, it was built with the purpose of attracting the wealthy
citizens of Lake Oswego. I became aware of this on one of my visits, a visit that
tested my patience.

I had arrived early for a meeting, while my counterparts were over a half
hour late. Lack of timeliness is particularly unnerving for me and to make
matters worse, on this day I doubted the significance of my involvement with the
Lake Oswego Hunt Historic Preservation Committee. Was my work really going
to make a difference? Why was I here? While I waited and contemplated these
questions I decided to sit on the bleachers looking out into the riding arena.
Before I knew it, the questions I was contemplating were quickly answered. The
Lake Oswego Hunt is more than a building with stalls and an arena, more than a
landscape that was once experienced on horseback. Itis a place where the young
girls I saw that day (and many days afterwards) learnéd about horses; a place

where the confidence of an eight year old out weighs that of her horse.
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Humans, horses, foxes, and hunting have been around for centuries and as
each evolved separately, they met at a crossroads and were integral to the
evolution of fox hunting. Humans and horses have acted as teams through
work, play, entertainment, and sport. One such phenomenon that involves each
is fox hunting. This thesis investigates and documents fox hunting. From this
investigation, questions were posed in regard to the demands that horses place
upon their environment, in particular, the environment of fox hunting. How was
the landscape changed and why and for what purpose was it manipulated?
How was the land acquired for the purpose of hunting? What were the demands
of the sport and how was this demand reflected upon the facilities? What is the
history of fox hunting? What significance do hunting landscapes and structures
hold in a modern society? And finally, how should these one of a kind structures
associated with a virtually extinct sport be preserved? These questions are
answered in the context of local (Lake Oswego Hunt or LOH), national, and
international hunt clubs. This thesis provides a synopsis of the history, and
sketches how hunt clubs, an elite social membership, are part of the culture of fox
hunting and other social activities. This thesis is both directed and historical
research; documentation is both textual and photographic, and includes

preservation guidance for the Lake Oswego Hunt.



The contribution that this thesis makes to the already existing knowledge

in the field of historic preservation is an understanding of hunt clubs. How and

Figure 1.1: Inside view of the Lake Oswego Hunt arena
at the time of construction. June 27, 1937,
(Publication and Photographer unknown)

why did hunt clubs exist? Where in the United States did they exist? What were
the social and cultural ramifications of their existence? How has the demise of
fox hunting affected the preservation of these unique landscapes and structures?
This thesis will also assist other organizations similar to Lake Oswego Hunt in
understanding the importance of preserving their landscapes and buildings, as
well as preserving the history behind the phenomenon of hunt clubs while
undertaking present-day needs.

Research for this thesis revealed there is a lack of knowledge and research
about hunt clubs, especially pertaining to hunt clubs in the Pacific Northwest.

This thesis will increase awareness among the public about fox hunting and hunt



clubs and disseminate the fact that hunt clubs are not entirely an East Coast
phenomenon. Many of the key questions raised by this thesis were addressed
with past club members in the hopes of acquiring more direct information about
the Lake Oswego Hunt. As a result of the lack of other primary information, it
became evident that conducting oral histories would provide an insight into the
life of the Lake Oswego Hunt and the sport of fox hunting,.

Research began on the Lake Oswego Hunt because of a persistent
preservationist who knew the Lake Oswego Hunt needed to be saved from
developers and careless members. The research and intrigue I gained expanded
into this thesis. Through this process, I realized that a general history of the hunt
club and its importance to the Northwest and the United States did not exist.
Likewise, there were no building or site plans to communicate the changes the
hunt had faced over the years.

The first step was to inventory and document primary written information
stored at the Lake Oswego Hunt; however minimal, this information proved to
be fruitful in terms of the amount of existing visual historic fabric, such as, for
example, the original siding. During the first visit to the Lake Oswego Hunt on
October 1, 2004, with David Skilton, Oregon State Historic Preservation Officer-

Tax Incentive Specialist (at that time), and Marilyn Dunham, Lake Oswego Hunt



Member, on-site written and published information seemed promising.! It
became evident during my next meeting on October 29-31 2004, that there was
only one box of published information about the Lake Oswego Hunt. The
business office at the LOH, originally the groom’s quarter, was thought to hold
numerous pieces of historic information. The other boxes in the groom’s
quarters contained financial information. The one box that was pertinent
contained three brochures:
1. Lake Oswego Hunt Fall Horse Show and Hunter Trials from September 13-
15, 1957,
2. Lake Oswego Hunt Fall Horse Show and Hunter Trials September 18-20,
1964,
3. History of Lake Oswego Hunt: Successor to Multnomah Hunt 1929 to
1971.2
The event brochures (1 and 2) served their purpose at the time of publishing:
they were programs. Aside from listing past members and sponsors however,
they did not provide beneficial information regarding the LOH structure. The
brochure History of Lake Oswego Hunt, has information on membership, the

marriage of the Multnomah Hunt to the Lake Oswego Hunt, and Forrest Hills

' Sheriffa Wright, tour by Marilyn Dunham and David Skilton, October 1, 2004, Lake Oswego Hunt, Lake
Oswego, Oregon. Notes held by the author.

* Sheriffa Wright, tour by Jeff Dunham, October 30, 2004, Lake Oswego Hunt, Lake Oswego, Oregon.
Notes held by author.



Hunt, which used the facility. None of the text provided information regarding
the Lake Oswego Hunt's original structure and evolution. In the social room of
the LOH, hangs a newspaper clipping from the Sunday Oregonian dated
December 6, 1936, covering the story of a new building for the LOH site; but no
additional information could be gleaned from the article.* Evaluation of the
information was completed and it was determined that there was a need for
further research.

A few major questions that needed to be answered in this process were:
How did the facilities change? What additions did they have? When were they
completed? What about ventilation? Was the architect not aware of ventilation
needs in agricultural buildings? Could a set of architectural drawings be located
to answer some of these questions and would they shed light upon the
individuality of the LOH?

To begin this journey, primary and secondary sources needed to be
investigated. Unfortunately, local newspapers barely discussed the opening of
the LOH. The majority of articles written about the Lake Oswego Hunt
repeatedly discussed the social and political foundations of the hunt. Aerial

photos were also found, reviewed, and studied in the anticipation of pinpointing

* Jack Lynch, History of Lake Oswego Hunt: Successor to Multnomah Hunt 1929-1971 (Lake Oswego, OR:
privately printed, 1971), n.p.



the exact dates of additions; however, this method offered little structural
information, as the images were not clear enough to define particular design
elements and additional structures.

The City of Lake Oswego has kept building permits dating back only to
1980. They did not retain earlier records because of a lack of storage space. For
these types of records, the city did not use microfilm and microfiche until 1980.
Additionally, neither the city nor county has a record of Sanborn Maps.
Therefore, there is no written evidence of when the additions to the Lake
Oswego Hunt stables took place, although there is speculation and a general date
based on whom the presiding president of the LOH was when the additions
would have occurred.

After primary research was completed, it was necessary to seek further
clarification through secondary sources. Secondary source locations included:
the University of Oregon’s Knight and School of Architecture and Allied Arts
Libraries, the University of Oregon'’s Special Collections, the Oregon Historical
Society, and the State Historic Preservation Office. The University of Oregon’s
Special Collections belongs to an organization called the Northwest Digital
Archives, which includes archival information from Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
and Montana, that is gathered by historical societies and cities. Research
conducted in the Special Cellections was done in the hope of finding

architectural drawings by John (Jack) D. Annand and other possible leads on the



Lake Oswego Hunt. No information was found relating to the Lake Oswego
Hunt or Jack Annand in the University of Oregon Special Collections. The
Oregon State Board of Architect Examiners manuals were included in this
research since Annand was an active architect in Oregon. However, the only
information that was discovered related to the addresses of Annand’s offices at
the time of the membership publication. On a positive note, it was discovered
that Annand’s son, John D. Annand II currently practices architecture in
Portland. John D. Annand II was contacted on the assumptions that John D.
Annand’s family would perhaps hold a collection of architectural plans,
particularly, the Lake Owego Hunt. Unfortunately, in a phone conversation,
John D. Annand II recalled, “Many years ago as dad cleaned out his office prior
to retiring, he burned quite a few sets of architectural plans. Itis quite possible
that the plans to the Lake Oswego Hunt were one of his victims.”*

Minimal primary and secondary information was found at the Lake
Oswego Hunt and at other repositories. The next proposed avenue to pursue
was in the form of interviews, in an attempt to capture the history of Lake
Oswego Hunt. Interview subjects were identified through the connections of the
LOH Historic Preservation Committee in accordance with the human subjects
protocol approved for this thesis. This list consists of the National Register

Nomination preparers, those individuals whose families have been involved

* Sheriffa Wright, interview with John D. Annand I1. 2006.



with the LOH for generations, the architect of the addition in the 1950s, Edward

H. Kirschbaum, and finally, the remaining family of John D. Annand.

Methodology

The continued studying of archives at repositories regarding hunt clubs
was completed in the spring of 2005. The first part of this research was to
understand the past and present hunt club curricula: dressage, hunting, polo,
and jumping; an understanding of equestrian dress relating to hunt clubs; and
the activities that were paired with the culture of hunt clubs and equestrian life.
The second part of the research process was to establish an exemplary resource
base for both the thesis and the club. These rescurces are both primary and
secondary in nature and take the form of written, visual, and oral
documentation. From this process, a bibliography of over thirty resources
(books, briefs, and interviews) was created, many of which proved to be
beneficial throughout this thesis. To ensure a thorough investigation and further
assist in learning more about hunt clubs, the author consulted previously
recorded oral histories from members who have now passed away.

Finally, it is the goal of this thesis to be a user-friendly document that can
be used by the members of the Lake Oswego Hunt, a community of people who
are not preservation professionals. It will benefit the Lake Oswego Hunt Historic

Preservation Committee to use information from this thesis in acquiring funds to



10
complete sensitive ADA compliant rehabilitations and understand the necessary
steps towards preservation. This document will also direct the LOH Historic
Preservation Committee in the process of preserving the stable and arena
structures according to preservation standards. It will allow them to complete
the preservation of the structure while keeping in mind those individuals (both
members and non-members) who they are reaching out to, and to educate them
about the appreciation inspired by horses and equestrian sports, both those

sports which are and once were.
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CHAPTER TWO

EARLY HISTORY OF HUNTING: DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPORT
Fox hunting is a sport with mounted riders chasing wild quarry
with a pack of hounds. Itis a union of humans and animals within
the beauty of nature. Man is the observer mounted on a horse, the
vehicle that allows him to follow and observe the hounds as they
hunt the fox. The scenario unwinds before the foxhunters eyes and
ears with the sound of the huntsman’s hunting horn as hounds give
chase. The fox or coyote maneuvers, circles and runs through the
country cunningly evading the hounds.?

This chapter examines some of the early history of hunting, focusing
primarily on the turning points for the sport: breeding, clothing, establishment of
hunting seasons and laws. Therefore, because this is an overview, centuries of
developments will be given less attention.

Man hunted first for necessity, then for pleasure. All men -- peasant,
royal, or otherwise -- had a desire for hunting and especially enjoyed the chase.
But hunting has not always been available to a wide constituency. For centuries

hunting was reserved for royalty and theocratic leaders. However, this along

with many other aspects of hunting changed.

* Masters of Foxhounds Association of North America, {website} accessed March 2006; available
http://mfha.com; Internet.

® Joseph B. Thomas, Hounds and Hunting Through the Ages. (New York: Garden City Publishing Co., Inc,
1937), 1.
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Among the Greeks, there was more to fox hunting than horses and
hounds. To Plato, relaxation in the ideal republic would involve “dancing,
hunting, gymnastic contests, and horse racing.”” To other nobles it was a
necessary part of a “well-rounded” man'’s education. It was a god-given right
and could be justified on strict philosophical grounds. Aristotle said: “Nature
made nothing in vain; having made animals suitable for hunting, it was plainly
Nature’s intention that they should be hunted.”® Hunting changed drastically by
the mid-14th century BC. The changes allowed rich men to enjoy life and hunting
to the fullest.
They (Egyptians, Assyrians, and Persians) hunted for sport and
were the first people to do so. They also hoped to do so in the
afterlife. Hunting became part of a polite education. It was also
part of royal life; fox hunting scenes were woven into objects and
clothing.?
The French royals began to view fox hunting as junior to stag (deer)
hunting, but it was still conducted with excitement. During the 16t century AD,
fox hunting and hunting codes and laws expanded along with the sport itself.

Men hunted for longer periods of time. It was common to leave in early morning

and not return until past dusk, after lodging the horses or hounds.

” Thomas, 1.
¥ Ibid., 14.

? Ibid.
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The sport of hunting had many benefits to its constituents. Hunting was
also seen as a form of physical exercise, especially for children who had spent all
day in school. It was an attempt to avoid physically unfit children.’? Even today

fox hunting and hunting alike require and maintain physically fit participants.

&l i ¥ 3 0 AR 4 3 4 . & & il
Figure 2.1: Fox hunting 1387; huntsmen galloping to stay with the hounds, and the hounds are
close to the fox. (Photo adapted from Roger Longrigg’s The History of Foxhunting, front cover.)

By 80 AD, Romans planned fox hunting outings and within fifty years a
Roman man'’s view was that autumn was the season of “hounds, hares, and
foxes.”11 It was in the Dark Ages (450 AD-1000 AD) that a traditional fox

hunting season was established. This allowed a closed season or “fence

I -
" Thomas. 2.

"" Roger Longrigg, The History of Foxhunting. (New York: Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1975), 15.
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months”12 during fawning and cubbing. Originally, all fox hunting was
forbidden for fifteen days on each side of the mid-summer months. However, as
the years passed the length of time had varying grace periods. As fox hunting
seasons were established, November became known as “Blot monath,” or “blood
month,” when fox hunting was in full force.

Following the French and English in the development of new hunting
laws, the Chinese simultaneously introduced open and closed seasons. From the
Middle Ages (450 AD-1050 AD) to the present day, the act of fox hunting began
to vary from region to region and country to country.

Germany established even more stringent hunting laws than France,
England, and China, who had laid the groundwork in forming the first laws.
England and France viewed the enforcement of these German penalties as savage
and as drastic for the time. The most severe of all the punishments consisted of
German authorities turning loose a pack of starving hounds on a hunter, usually
a poacher or trespasser, making a meal out of him.13

As the sport grew in popularity and in numbers of hunters, it also gained
opposition. “The first “anti-bloodsport’ lobby, by the Sophists was in the late

fifth century, but those views were quickly silenced.”1* At the same time, at the

" Longrigg, 19.
" Ibid., 25.

" Ibid., 14.



other extreme, hunting became an addiction, and poaching of animals was
prolific.'’> As fox hunting became a more popular sport, it was evident that
regulation was necessary. !¢

Prior to 1500 BC the Egyptians hunted on foot. Then horses and chariots
became a popular method of following the hunt. In the early centuries of
Egyptian fox hunting, a bountiful hunt proved to be a challenge, since the speed
of horses could not keep up with that of its prey. At that time the horse was an
equivalent to that of an ass or donkey. They were awkward and stout. The
Assyrian’s were the first to be associated with a fast horse.'” Their breeding
techniques improved the size and quality of the horse, allowing it to be ridden,
something that was not previously possible. This resulted in many changes, one
being that horses were used in military forces. The world’s first effective cavalry
and first hunting on horseback occurred due to the advancements of the
Assyrian horse.8

Simultaneously, other countries were increasing their quality of horses as

well. The Romans had bred horses that could successfully follow their hunting

"* Thomas, 2

' Today there are increasing numbers of people who oppose the sport, regardless of the animal that is
being hunted. In Britain. specifically the nature of fox hunting has faced allegations of cruelty and its
strong associations with tradition and social class have long made it a source of great controversy.

"7 Monique and Hans D. Dossenbach, The Noble Horse (New York: Portland House, 1987), 108.

" Longrigg, 12.
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counter-parts, greyhounds, while chasing deer. Romans were also breeding and
importing specialized horses for different purposes. Specialization of horses was
carried to an extreme.!” For example, around 180 AD, one authority advised:
“for hunting spotted-footed deer, ride a dark-eyed horse; blue-eyed for bears;
and bright grey for the grey-eyed lion.”20

Arabia was also breeding an enormous surplus of horses in the 13t
century. Their largest consumer was India. India’s need for new horses was
great because by the end of each year many had died from disease, overwork,
and malnourishment. Prior to the importation of horses from Arabia, India had
less than 100 horses remaining in a typical year. Perhaps this is due to hunting
conditions or the diet of “boiled rice and meat,”?! given to horses.

From the 13t century on, the advancement of each country began to
directly affect the manner in which hunting was conducted. The Romans and
Arabians mastered the breeding of the quickest and most skilled horses, while
Germans discovered that team working of horses and hounds benefited the
sport. The Germans also advanced the understanding of maintaining horses and

hounds to the highest quality, and sources offered. Advice including the use for

" Longrigg, 12.
“ Ibid., 15.

*! Ibid., 26.
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various types of game, breeding, feeding, and kennel management,? hence the
beginning of an integral difference in fox hunting, namely the use of horses and
of hounds. This improvement in the hunt increased the need for the nobleman’s
house to have stables as well as attached kennels.??

Fox hunting with hounds in groups, instead of a single hound, proved to
increase the successfulness of the hunt, but caused hounds to become exhausted
quickly, as they were usually run harder and for longer periods of time. The
French invented the system of fox hunting with relays of fresh hounds, enabling
the hunt to continue. In this system, new hounds would be dropped off at a
point in the hunt, available for swapping with the exhausted hounds.
Additionally, the development of various breeds of hounds made possible the
French practice of forest hunting, as different breeds had better endurance. The
product of this science was that the hunter could continue in the hunt with peace
of mind that his hounds were in good health and not becoming exhausted. This
characteristic of fox hunting furthered the sport for the wealthy and remained an

exclusive sport.?* Only the wealthy could afford to own the top breed of hounds

* Longrigg, 25.
# Ibid.,11.

2 Ibid., 21.
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and horses. An important aspect of fox hunting was and still is the use of both
horses and hounds. For hunting enthusiasts, the search for the perfect breed
became as much of “a chase” as that of the fox.

Another constant factor was that the fox remained a nuisance and an
animal hunted throughout many countries. The fox was viewed as such a pest
that its personality was known through the hunting world. It was viewed as
“cunning, thievish, and dishonest, providing a model for attorneys and other
deceitful public officials.”? Farmers lost stock in animals, such as chickens,
which were easy targets to the fox. Chickens made the chase for the fox, just as
the fox made as the chase for hunters and hounds. In fact, Joseph B. Thomas a
M.F.H.?¢ once said, “Personally, I believe the fox enjoys the hunt as much as
anyone else.”?”

One of the last major shifts in the sport was when women of royalty began
to take part in the hunts, although this participation did not last long. For

example, in 1559 the Queen of Scots gave up fox hunting after she was knocked

» Longrigg, 23.

* M.F.H. Master of Fox Hounds. This designation was primarily one of honor; however, some skill was
involved. See also glessary.

> Thomas, 20.



out of her saddle. Women were said to “look good in the saddle,”?8 and
attractive women were often invited along on outings with royalty and were
known as great sportsmen.

Just as the French and Scottish women enjoyed the hunt, so did the
English. Queen Elizabeth was quite passionate about fox hunting, even at the
age of seventy-seven. Additionally, in the 18t century Lady Salisbury, at the age
of seventy-eight, was graced with the honor of Master Fox Hounds.? By the late
1700s, specific equipment was considered necessary for a hunt, especially, “carts
for the women.”30

Finally, as with any social gathering, an established dress code was
necessary; fox hunting attire was no different. However, like many of the other
elements of fox hunting the change in season affected clothing. In 1225, an
English charter declared, “wearing green in the forest was of itself an offence,
because of the presumption, amounting to certainty, that the colour was worn for
hunting.”3! This charter forever changed the fox hunting attire and its colors.
During the rainy season, it was important to wear a cloak and brimmed hat to

prevent water from permeating the rider. There was usually propriety about

*Thomas, 6.
* Ibid.
* Ibid., 3.

* Longrigg, 23.
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hunting clothes. They were often neat, and worn loose, but close to the body so
as not to snag on a branch and pull the rider from his seat. This need contributed
to the delay in women participating more fully in the hunt, as it was not
acceptable for them to wear pants until the late 1800s. Hats became prevalent as
a piece of the fox hunting attire in all weather; when it was not raining they kept
the sun from striking the rider’s eyes. A jacket and pair of pants proved to be
necessary pieces, as they kept the rider warm and protected from the harsh
shrubs and branches while riding. For the same purpose, tall riding boots with a
slight heel were also worn. The heel allowed the rider to quickly respond to a
chase, by giving a slight kick to speed up the horse.

The seasons and weather determined how the hunt was conducted: in
spring the ground was graced with wildflowers, in autumn by fruit, and in
winter the landscape was barren or covered in snow. According to Longrigg,
“An intelligent man would hunt everyday except in a high wind (so not to give
off his scent to the hunted). He would wear light, loose clothes, and light
shoes.”32

For the English, fox hunting was highly developed by 1360. The
development of fox hunting was advanced with the use of calls for hounds.

Likewise, kennels were a part of every nobleman’s facilities. These

* Longrigg. 23.
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developments gave hounds the advantage of working the landscape with horses
close behind. Once the hounds were on the tail of a fox, the hunt came to an end
quickly.?> A major shift in English fox hunting occurred in the 16t century,
when laws were expanded; to many hunters this was another attempt to
decrease the popularity of the sport.

Fox hunting was enjoyed for centuries in countries like Britain, Ireland,
and the United States of America and the sport continued to evolve into what is
practiced today. As Europeans settled America, they brought their culture and
traditions, one of which was fox hunting. The sport has existed in North
America since colonial days and was enjoyed extensively by night hunters,
farmers, and landed gentry.

The founders of Jamestown (1607) brought their countryside lifestyle from
England. In 1650, with the parliamentary victory in the English Civil War, more
cavaliers were sent across the Atlantic, including racing and hunting men.* In
1861, it was noted that,

A pack of fox-hounds was for a time established in Maryland,
which, of all the United States, is perhaps more than other like to
England in its mode of life. But it has been found impracticable to

establish the sport in other lands, even among men who are
thoroughly English in their ways and thoughts.*

* Thomas, 8.
** Longrigg, 168.

¥ Ibid., 182-183.
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Colonel Robert Brooke was documented as importing the earliest group of
hounds to the United States. He arrived in Prince George’s County, Maryland,
with his wife, ten children, and a pack of hounds from England. When Colonel
Brooke died in 1655, his family moved to Montgomery County. “All his sons,
and all their sons, kept hounds descended from his. All hunted the fox—
mounted by day, on foot by night...”3 Fox hunting maintained its popularity
through colonial times to the Civil War. It was especially popular in states such
as Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and the
Deep South in general. In Virginia and Maryland hunting grey and red foxes
became popular.? The popularity of the red fox was greatest. For following its
introduction from England, it migrated a thousand miles both west and south
within a hundred years. The red fox was imported to New York and Maryland.
The grey fox, on the other hand, is indigenous to the United States. Itis known
for climbing trees and being the most diverting to hunters. The qualities of each
breed started a new era in American fox hunting.?® The major difference in fox
hunting in England and the United States is that in the United States the purpose

is not to kill the fox, but simply to chase it.

% Longrigg, 168.
7 1bid., 172.

% Thomas, 202.
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Throughout the 1700’s, fox hunting increased steadily in Maryland,
Virginia, and other colonies. The earliest surviving record of American fox
hunting (in the modern manner), known as the organized hunt, was maintained
for the benefit of a group of hunters rather than a single hunter.

According to Longrigg, the earliest established foxhound club was the
Montreal Hunt in Canada, 1826. This club still operates today, but it is unclear if
they still operate in the traditional capacity. The earliest organized hunt in
America, the Gloucester Foxhunting Club was founded on October 29, 1766 by
twenty-seven Philadelphia gentlemen, “whose family names are still prominent
in Pennsylvania.”* Established clubs differ from organized clubs in that they are
recognized specifically by the breed and number of hounds on site.
Unfortunately, hunting ended for the Gloucester Foxhunting Club in 1818. In the
United States the first established was the Piedmont Foxhounds in Virginia in
1840.40

The U.S. Army brought fox hunting to Oklahoma and the southwest. The

Fort Gibson Hunt Club, established in 1835, was probably America’s first

* Thomas, 14.

** Masters of Foxhounds Association of North America.
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military hunt. According to their rules the kennel contained “bear, wolf, deer,
and fox dogs.”#! Another military hunt that still exists is the Fort Leavenworth
Hunt in Kansas.

After the Civil War, stables were empty and packs of hounds were
disseminated. As a result, subsequent fox hunting grew in Virginia in an
informal manner. Little to no organization existed; therefore, there were no
servants, kennels, or expenses. The process to re-establish the sport and
graciousness of fox hunting was slow in Virginia, but in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey fox hunting grew more quickly and was more formal than elsewhere.*?

According to Joseph B. Thomas, fox hunting in America was divided into
three categories:

First, the farmer-hunter of the North uses a single, slow, deep-
voiced hound, his object being to shoot the fox in his runway,
which he is able to do as foxes in the wooded hilly north country
have very definite crossing points which remain unchanged for
generations.

Second, the Kentucky, Missouri, Virginia, and Tennessee farmer-
hunters, as well as those of numerous other states, own hounds
which they hunt in small packs, meeting by appointment, often on
foot. In warm weather, they meet on moonlight nights. Their
pleasure is found in the racing of their hounds, which they follow
largely by ear; hence, their great regard for good cry, coupled with

speed. From this class of hunters have sprung the numerous field
trial associations.

* Longrigg, 179.

“2 Ibid., 184.
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The third, and much less numerous class of advocates of hunting
ride to hounds in the orthodox English manner.**

Like many activities that moved from the east coast as exploration of the west
occurred, fox hunting spread to the Pacific Coast. Although the sport did not
catch on as quickly in the Pacific Northwest, fox hunting was at its peak in the
United States by the time the Lake Oswego Hunt was completed in 1937.

In 2005, fox hunting was banned by law in England. Regardless, fox
hunting organizations still exists in the United States. People still hunt fox,

though not with the same cultural and social traditions; however, they do not

Figure 2.2: Piedemont Foxhounds, Virginia.
Photo courtesy of Piedemont Foxhounds Club.
Y

43
Thomas. 19
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have the beautiful clubs to congregate in. As one might expect, fox or hunt clubs
still are much more prevalent on the east coast. The American hunt club was
adapted primarily from the English, as a place to enjoy the equestrian sports,
particularly fox hunting, and enjoy additional social activities.

In the course of conducting research for this thesis, a serious attempt was
sought to find other west coast (fox) hunt clubs. A contact at the University of
Nevada at Reno and another in Seattle were thought be the experts on hunts in
the west. (See Figure 2.3). Unfortunately, the only type of hunt they were able to
identify was a pheasant hunt club. There is an obvious unevenness in the
distribution of these hunting landscapes, both nationally and regionally.** Now

they are landscapes, which are being encroached upon by development.

Figure 2.3: Pheasant Hunt Club, 2006.

(Photo courtesy of Paul F. Starrs)®

“ William K. Wyckoff, The Making of the American Landscape: Michael P. Conzen, ed.. *Landscapes of
Private Power and Wealth,” (Boston: Unwin Hyman Ltd., 1990), 336.

** Paul F. Starrs, Mackay School of Earth Sciences & Engincering. College of Science, University of
Nevada, Reno. November 2005.
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Today more restrictive laws are in place and each state’s laws vary. There
are early and late seasons, the late season being the most challenging since the
vast majority of the hunted have already been spooked, and therefore are on
alert for anything that seems out of place. These laws describe strict hunting
seasons and precise grounds and boundaries, along with stern punishment for
breaking those laws; these rules guide hunters today, just as they did for the
Egyptians more than thirty centuries ago. More importantly, the fact that men
were the predominant participants has greatly shifted to include women of all
ages; even young girls enjoy the sport. This is evident at the Lake Oswego Hunt.

American hunt clubs also have their own distinct flavor, which is
noticeably different from that of their European counterparts. The most obvious
difference is that North American clubs place an emphasis on the chase rather
than the kill. Additionally, the coyote, not the fox, is hunted by a large number
of clubs.46

Regardless of the many differences, several similarities that still remain
from hunt to hunt are the sociai and cultural make up, as well as the dress codes.
According to the Fort Leavenworth Hunt, traditional dress includes, “hunt cap,

scarlet frock coat, white breeches, top boots, whip, horn and wire cutters.””

* American Foxhunting-History, “Master Foxhunting Association™ {website} accessed February 19, 2005;
available http://mfha.com abfo htm; Internet.

*7 Fort Leavenworth Hunt, {website} accessed March 2006, available
http:/www. fortleavenworthmwr.com/fox _hunt htm; Internet.
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Adrianne Brockman, a past LOH member and avid rider recalls

The men wore velvet helmets and black coats, red coats called
‘pinks’ with a helmet or top hat, white breeches, black boots with
brown tops. The “pinks’ were reserved for the M.F.H., staff, and
honored gentlemen guests. The women wore velvet helmets or
derby’s, black jackets, canary yellow or tan breeches, and black
boots with patent leather tops. All participants wore a ‘rat catcher
shirt,” stock tie and stock tie pin, boot garters, and gloves. Each
participant had a leather case and leather encased whiskey flask
affixed to the saddle. The M.F.H and staff carried whips.

Figure 2.4: Adrianne Brockman 11 nt attire at the Lke Oswego Hunt, 1963.
(Photo courtesy of Adrianne Brockman)
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The Culture and Social Life of Hunting

Much of the social life associated with fox hunting was centered at the
club itself. Clubs began when packs hunted in a large territory and worked from
one part of the territory to the other. The convenience of the club allowed
hunters to follow the hounds and game without having to return home. They
served the purpose of stabling for the horses and lodging for the hunters.
Gradually, as territories became smaller, people hunted closer to their homes or
nearby lodging, and the lodging aspect of hunt clubs diminished; however they
remained an important part of the social atmosphere.

For the purist, the hunt meant that which took place in the fields and
forests; however, for the English woman, “the hunt was the ‘grand nucleus of
society.””# These were the women who promoted the social life of balls,
breakfasts, races, and other sorts of social events related to hunting and the
wealthy. To them, it was far more important to have the attention of the master
on the dance floor or at the dinner table than in the field. The role of fox hunting
as a social gathering was and is not detailed; however fox hunting did in fact

serve a function of social life. Hunts (hunt clubs) were known to sponsor balls,

* David C. Itzkowitz. Peculiar Privilege: A Social History of English Foxhunting 1753-1885 (Sussex: The
Harvester Press, 1977), 103.
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dinners, hound shows, races, and other related equestrian activities, and still do.
All of these contributed to the life of the neighborhood and were eagerly awaited
by the residents.*’

In the United States, some type of country club originally existed for
everyone, although they were dependent on the social class; as such, they were
not always referred to by that name. There were hunt clubs, which served a
similar purpose to the country club, with a specialization for those interested in
foxhunts and horse riding. Hunt clubs existed across the United States and in
Europe. They were social organizations, which usually placed emphasis on
education and sportsmanship. Furthermore, they would provide opportunities
for participation in competitive events, like fox hunting. Fox hunting was a
popular activity that many nineteenth century country club members pursued,
along with an enthusiasm for horseracing.5® In 1937, the Hunts Committee of the
National Steeple Chase and Hunt Association recognized sixty-six hunts. The
majority of these hunts were located in Pennsylvania (15), Virginia (11), New
York (11), and Massachusetts (7).5! While the sport of fox hunting no longer
exists as it did in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, many of the facilities

still remain and have taken on new roles in society.

* Itzkowitz, 103.

** James M. Mayo, The American Country Club: Its Origins and Developments. (New Brunswick: Rutgers
University Press, 1998), 8.

' Thomas, 19.



Socializing at LOH has been a part of the equestrian sport since its
inception. In the late 1930s and 1940s, members would ride the trails and then
enjoy each other’s company at the symphony or art museum. Later, when the
Clackamas County Posse ended their rides at the Lake Oswego Hunt, they
would invite the neighborhood children to ride their horses during their cool-
down. Parents were invited into to the clubroom for punch, cake, cookies, and

ice cream.

o T T |
Figure 2.5: Elaborate picnics on the banks of Lake Oswego,
a common social event for locals and Portland visitors.
(Adopted from Iron, Wood and Water)

The Lake Oswego Hunt began changing its practices in the 1950s, when
the Pony Club was established. The purpose behind the Pony Club was to teach
kids to ride correctly and to care properly for their horses. The Junior Hunt
furthered this mission by promoting accomplished young riders in competitive

events. The traditional activities of the Lake Oswego Hunt, which have carried
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on to the present day, include the annual and seasonal horse shows,
steeplechases, and hunter trials.> Each year, prior to the annual horse show, the
club would invite its members, and their children especially, to a clean-up day.
Usually, the kids who participated in the Junior Hunt would paint the jumps;

afterwards a meal would be served. (See Figure 2.6).

ri

o

27,1962, page 15)
Parties were held for adults and were much more formal; the dress code
for parties was suits and jackets. While riding, dress was more informal, but this
too has changed. Social events are still held; however, they are focused more
today on families and around annual events, i.e., Halloween and Christmas

parties. Most recently, social activities consist of fundraising and casino events.

*? State of Oregon, Lake Oswego Hunt Club Ensemble National Register Nomination Form, State Review
Committee, State Historic Preservation Gffice. Ann Ford and Karin Halvorson. Lake Oswego Hunt Club
Ensemble, July 8, 1987, section 8, page 6.
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Regardless, social events and the dress code have become less formal. The social
and cultural atmosphere at the Lake Oswego Hunt has changed, but friendships
are still important and valuable skills are still learned.

While most hunt clubs and comparable social organizations started out as
clubs for the elite, the Lake Oswego Hunt has become a vehicle for the expansion
and betterment of riding for the masses and a social gathering place. The club
has shifted its focus to enable the continued use of the facility, regardless of the

demise of fox hunting.

Physical Aspects of Fox Hunting: The Structures and Landscapes

The landscape of fox hunting has changed as much as the sport.>* By the
fifth century AD, there was intensive agriculture near all large cities across the
globe. Plains were under vines, figs, olives, and corn. Big game fled to the
mountains and hares multiplied. Horse hooves caused extensive damage to the
landscape when they were not on a road, which brought about the beginning of
trail building and the importance of maintaining them. As horses demanded
more of the landscape, the beagle and other hounds became the hunters. Horses

could not stay in the hunt on rugged terrain.>* Therefore, just as before the use of

* Longrigg, 13.

** Ibid.



34
horses, hunters hunted on foot with hounds, which had been trained to follow
the scent of the prey. These conditions put immense trust and worth on hounds
as they determined the success or failure of a hunt.

As the view of fox hunting changed among the royals, so did the use of
land, especially land belonging to the king. This resulted in the breakdown of
the feudal system and the use of royal forests. More powerful lords and the
parliament (which represented landowners) developed stricter systems of
protecting private parks rather than the king’s land.*> Hunting now forced land
conservation. As laws changed, and countries multiplied, the variations of
hunting landscapes increased. These variations in landscape included: clear and
open space, wood or pine thickets, little to no fencing for miles, hunting through
corn fields, and hilltop view points opening up a picturesque landscape, thus
increasing the appreciation of nature.> (See Figure 2.7).

Hunting was conducted almost always in forests, where prey could hide,
but where the hunters and horses could not maneuver. Trails had not yet been
constructed and the vegetation presented many more obstacles than that of the
open landscape.

The integration of horses and hounds into the sport of fox hunting had a

marked effect on the need to manipulate the landscape and build structures.

** Longrigg, 29.

% Thomas, 17-22.
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Concurrently, the sport was experiencing drastic change due to the
establishment of seasons, hunting laws, and punishment for not adhering to said
laws.
In England, fox hunting changed dramatically after the Norman Conquest
(1066). The conquest caused two different types of countryside, and therefore

two different types of fox hunting: royal forest, and all else.>” The terrain of fox

Figure 27 T_vpicl English hunting Iandscape — well-kept hedges, and clean, roling grassland.
(Photo adopted from Joseph B. Thomas, Hounds and Hunting, 186).

hunting at this time had greater bearing on what and how prey was hunted.
Similarly, different species of animals lived in the most ideal landscape and
climate for them to survive. The Norman Conquest also furthered hunting by

adding new hunting laws, similar to the establishment of the fox hunting season.

7 Thomas, 8.
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There were grounds that were put aside for the purpose of hunting; other areas
were deemed non-hunting grounds. Breaking these laws was punishable by
death.>

In England, the hunt club landscape also included the land that the farmer
or landowner granted permission or easement to hunt on. Some hunt clubs did
not own any of the land they hunted on; theirs was a borrowed landscape. The
permission given to the hunters by landowneis was a vital aspect of the viability
of the club. The Enclosure Act in England changed the sport of fox hunting from
a slower paced hunt to one with jumping and increased speed. This was due to
the increased use of ha-has* and fences. The Enclosure Act not only increased
the use of fences, but it also created larger and more open pasture lands
facilitating faster paced hunts.

Later, the automobile had a hand in the changing landscape of hunt clubs
as well. Hunt clubs started to house more horses since many of the more
wealthy participants no longer needed to use their horse(s) for transportation
and work. Once again, housing the horses became a larger part of the club’s

purpose and vernacular landscape.

* Longrigg, 23.

* Ha-Ha—A designed feature within the fox hunting/pastoral landscape, they usually resemble graceful,
deep “ditches” keeping animals within a particular boundary.
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The equestrian landscape was historically located in a pastoral setting. It
was also largely tied to the vernacular agricultural landscape and encompassed
curvilinear roads to compliment the land’s natural contours. However, the horse
influenced the landscape by requiring gradual inclines and declines as well as
the construction of trials. Horses were used not only on the farm, then were also
used for transportation, war, and hunting. This required wide paths, gently
sloping roads for carts and carriages, wide gates, limbed up trees, places to house
the horses, and pastures for feed.

In the nineteenth century, many parts of the United States experienced
economic growth and prosperity. Wealthy business people and professionals
increasingly wished to spend leisure time in a way that was qualitatively better
than the repetition of everyday life.®0

Because fox hunting and the establishment of structures or clubs have not
been as numerous in the west as they were back east, it becomes necessary to
preserve them. Furthermore, they are no<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>