
THE 2QTH CENTURY HUNT CLUB: A STUDY OF A WEST COAST EXAMPLE 

AT LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON 

by 

SHERIFF A MARIE WRIGHT 

A THESIS 

Presented to the Interd isciplinary Studies Program: 
Historic Preservation 

and the Graduate School of the University of Oregon 
in partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the degree of 
Master of Science 

June 2006 



11 

"The 20th Century Hunt Club: A Study of a West Coast Example at Lake Oswego, 

Oregon," a thesis prepared by Sheriffa Marie Wright in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the Master of Science degree in the Interdisciplinary Studies 

Program: Historic Preservation. This thesis has been approved and accepted by: 

Leland M. Roth, Chair of the Examining Committee 

Date 

Committee in Charge: Leland M. Roth, Ph.D 
Susan Hardwick, Ph.D 
Michelle Dennis 
Dennis Domer 

Accepted by: 

Dean of the Graduate School 



111 

© 2006 Sheriffa Marie Wright 



IV 

An Abstract of the Thesis of 

Sheriffa Marie Wright for the degree of Master of Science 

in the Interdisciplinary Studies Program: Historic Preservation 

to be taken June 2006 

Title: THE 2QTH CE TURY HUNT CLUB: A STUDY OF A WE T COAST 

EXAMPLE AT LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON 

Approved: 
Leland M. Roth 

This thesis inve tigate and examines foxhunting with a focus on the 

ultural and phy ical landscape of the Lake Oswego Hunt. The investigation 

opens question regarding th demands that horses place upon their 

environment, exclusively, the environment of hunting. What is the history of 

hunting? How was the landscape changed overtime? Why, and for what 

purpo was it manipulated? How was th land acquired for the purpose of 

hunting? What were the demand of the sport and how was that refle ted 

upon the facilities? What significance do hunt club buildings hold in a modern 

ociety? But more importantly, how should the e one-of-a-kind structures, 

a sociated with a virtually extinct port, be preserved? This thesis will assi t 
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hunt clubs and other similar organizations in understanding the importance of 

preserving their landscapes and buildings and how to preserve the history 

behind the phenomenon of hunt clubs. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

This thesis investigates and examines the Lake Oswego Hunt landscape 

and s tructure. The Lake Oswego Hunt is an organization that is undergoing 

redefinition of its purpose and place in the local community. When the Lake 

Oswego Hunt was built, it was built with the purpose of attractin g the wealthy 

citizens of Lake Oswego. I became aware of this on one of my visits, a visit tha t 

tested my patience. 

I had arrived early for a meeting, while my counterpart5 were over a half 

hour late. Lack of timeliness is particularly unnerving for me and to make 

matters worse, on this day I doubted the significance nf my involvement with the 

Lake Oswego Hunt Historic Preservation Committee. Was my work really going 

to make a difference? Why was I here? While I waited and contemplated these 

questions I decided to sit on the bleachers looking out into the riding arena. 

Before I knew it, the questions I was contempla ting were quickly answered. The 

Lake Oswego Hunt is more than a building with stalls and an arena, more than a 

landscape that was once experienced on horseback. It is a place where the young 

girls I saw that day (and many days afterwards) learned about horses; a place 

where the confidence of an eight year old out weighs that of her horse. 
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Humans, horses, foxes, and hunting have been around for centuries and as 

each evolved separately, they met at a crossroads and were integral to the 

evolution of fox hunting. Humans and horses have acted as teams through 

work, play, entertainment, and sport. One such phenomenon that involves each 

is fox hunting. This thesis investigates and documents fox hunting. From this 

investigation, questions were posed in regard to the demands that horses place 

upon their environment, in particular, the environment of fox hunting. How was 

the landscape changed and why and for what purpose was it manipulated? 

How was the land acquired for the purpose of hunting? What were the demands 

of the sport and how was this demand reflected upon the facilities? What is the 

history of fox hunting? What significance do hunting landscapes and structures 

hold in a modern society? And finally, how should these one of a kind structures 

associated with a virtually extinct sport be preserved? These questions are 

answered in the context of local (Lake Oswego Hunt or LOH), national, and 

international hunt clubs. This thesis provides a synopsis of the history, and 

sketches how hunt clubs, an elite social membership, are part of the culture of fox 

hunting and other social activities. This thesis is both directed and historical 

research; documentation is both textual and photographic, and includes 

preservation guidance for the Lake Oswego Hunt. 



The contribution that this thesis makes to the already existing knowledge 

in the field of historic preservation is an understanding of hunt clubs. How and 

Figure 1.1: Inside view of the Lake Oswego Hunt arena 
at the time of construction. June 27, 1937. 
(Publication and Photographer unknown) 
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why did hunt clubs exist? Where in the United States did they exist? What were 

the social and cultural ramifications of their existence? How has the demise of 

fox hunting affected the preservation of these unique landscapes and structures? 

This thesis will also assist other organizations similar to Lake Oswego Hunt in 

understanding the importance of preserving their landscapes and buildings, as 

well as preserving the history behind the phenomenon of hunt clubs while 

undertaking present-day needs. 

Research for this thesis revealed there is a lack of knowledge and research 

about hunt clubs, especially pertaining to hunt clubs in the Pacific Northwest. 

This thesis will increase awareness among the public about fox hunting and hunt 
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clubs and disseminate the fact that hunt clubs are not entirely an East Coast 

phenomenon. Many of the key questions raised by this thesis were addressed 

with past club members in the hopes of acquiring more direct information about 

the Lake Oswego Hunt. As a result of the lack of other primary information, it 

became evident that conducting oral histories would provide an insight into the 

life of the Lake Oswego Hunt and the sport of fox hunting. 

Research began on the Lake Oswego Hunt because of a persistent 

preservationist who knew the Lake Oswego Hunt needed to be saved from 

developers and careless members. The research and intrigue I gained expanded 

into this thesis. Through this process, I realized that a general history of the hunt 

club and its importance to the Northwest and the United States did not exist. 

Likewise, there were no building or site plans to communicate the changes the 

hunt had faced over the years. 

The first step was to inventory and document primary written information 

stored at the Lake Oswego Hunt; however minimal, this information proved to 

be fruitful in terms of the amount of existing visual historic fabric, such as, for 

example, the original siding. During the first visit to the Lake Oswego Hunt on 

October 1, 2004, with David Skilton, Oregon State Historic Preservation Officer­

Tax Incentive Specialist (at that time), and Marilyn Dunham, Lake Oswego Hunt 



Member, on-site written and published information seemed promi ing.1 It 

became evident during my next meeting on October 29-31 2004, that there was 

only one box of published information about the Lake Oswego Hw1t. The 

business offic at the LOH, originally the groom's quarter, was thought to hold 

numerous pieces of historic information. The other boxes in th groom's 

quarters contained financial information. The one box that wa pertinent 

contained three brochures: 

5 

1. Lake Oswego Hunt Fall Horse Show and Hunter Trials from September 13-

15, 1957, 

2. Lake Oswego Hunt Fall Horse Show and Hunter Trials September 18-20, 

1964, 

3. History of Lake Oswego Hunt: Successor to Multnomah. Hunt 1929 to 

1971.2 

The event brochures (1 and 2) serv d their purpose at the time of publishing: 

they were programs. Asid from listing past members and sponsor however, 

they did not provide b neficia1 information regarding the LOH structure. The 

brochure History of Lake Oswego Hunt, has information on membership, the 

marriage of the Multnomah Hunt to the Lake Oswego Hunt, and Forrest Hills 

1 Sheriffa Wright, tour by Marilyn Dunham and David Skilton, October I, 2004, Lake Oswego Hunt, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon . · otes he ld by the author. 

2 Sheriffa Wright, tour by Jeff Dunham, October 30, _004, Lak O wego Hunt. Lake O wego, Oregon. 
Notes held by author. 



Hunt, which used the facility. None of th text provided information regarding 

the Lake Oswego Hunt's original structure and evolution. In the social room of 

the LOH, hangs a newspaper clipping from th Sunday Oregonian dated 

December 6, 1936, covering the story of a new building for the LOH ite; but no 

additional information could be gleaned from the article.3 Evaluation of the 

information was completed and it wa determined that there was a need for 

further research. 

A few major que tions that n eded to be answered in this proce s w re: 
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How did th facilities hange? What additions did th y h ve? When wer they 

completed? What about ventilation? Was the architect not aware of v ntilation 

needs in agricultural buildings? Could a set of archit ctural drawings be locat d 

to answer some of the e questions and would they sh d light upon the 

individuality of the LOH? 

To begin this journey, primary and secondary sources needed to be 

investigated. Unfortunately, local newspapers barely discussed the opening of 

the LOH. The majority of articles written about the Lake Oswego Hunt 

repeatedly discussed the social and political foundations of the hunt. Aerial 

photos were also found, reviewed, and studied in the anticipation of pinpointing 

3 Jack Lynch, History of lake Oswego f-lu.nt : Successor 10 Multnomah Hunt 1929-197 / (Lake Oswego, OR: 
privately printed, 1971 ), n.p . 



the exact dates of additions; however, this method offered little structural 

information, as the images were not clear enough to define particular design 

elements and additional structures. 

The City of Lake Oswego has kept building permits dating back only to 

1980. They did not retain earlier records because of a lack of storage space. For 

these types of records, the city did not use microfilm and microfiche until 1980. 

Additionally, neither the city nor county has a record of Sanborn Maps. 

Therefore, there is no written evidence of when the additions to the Lake 
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Oswego Hunt stables took place, although there is speculation and a general date 

based on whom the presiding president of the LOH was when the additions 

would have occurred . 

After primary research was completed, it was necessary to seek further 

clarification through secondary sources. Secondary source locations included: 

the University of Oregon's Knight and School of Architecture and Allied Arts 

Libraries, the University of Oregon's Special Collections, the Oregon Historical 

Society, and the State Historic Preservation Office. The University of Oregon's 

Special Collections belongs to an organization called the Northwest Digital 

Archives, which includes archival information from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 

and Montana, that is gathered by historical societies and cities. Research 

conducted in the Special Ccllections was done in the hope of finding 

architectural drawings by John (Jack) D. Annand and other possible leads on the 



Lake Oswego Hunt. No information was found relating to the Lake Oswego 

Hunt or Jack Annand in the University of Oregon Special Collections. The 

Oregon State Board of Architect Examiners manuals were included in this 

research since Annand was an active architect in Oregon. However, the only 

information that was discovered related to the addresses of Annand' s offices at 

the time of the membership publication. On a positive note, it was discovered 

that Armand's son, John D. Annand II currently practices architecture in 

Portland. John D. Annand II was contacted on the assumptions that John D. 

Annand' s family would perhaps hold a collection of architectural plans, 

particularly, the Lake Owego Hunt. Unfortunately, in a phone conversation, 

John D. Annand II recalled, "Many years ago as dad cleaned out his office prior 

to retiring, he burned quite a few sets of architectural plans. It is quite possible 

that the plans to the Lake Oswego Hunt were one of his victims."4 

Minimal primary and secondary information was found at the Lake 

Oswego Hunt and at otl1er repositories. The next proposed avenue to pursue 

was in the form of interviews, in an attempt to capture the history of Lake 

Oswego Hunt. Interview subjects were identified through the connections of the 

LOH Historic Preservation Committee in accordance with the human subjects 

protocol approved for this thesis. This list consists of the National Register 

Nomination prepa1·ers, those individuals whose families have been involved 

4 Sheriffa Wright. irite1view with John D. Annand II. 2006. 

8 



with the LOH for generations, the architect of the addition in the 1950s, Edward 

H. Kirschbaum, and finally, the remaining family of John D. Annand. 

Methodology 

The continued studying of archives at repositories regarding hunt clubs 

was completed in the spring of 2005. The first part of this research was to 

understand the past and present hunt club curricula: dressage, hunting, polo, 

and jumping; an understanding of equestrian dress relating to hunt clubs; and 

the activities that were paired with the culture of hunt clubs and equestrian life. 

The second part of the research process was to establish an exemplary resource 

base for both the thesis and the club. These resources are both primary and 

secondary in nature and take the form of written, visual, and oral 

9 

documentation. From this process, a bibliography of over thirty resources 

(books, briefs, and interviews) was created, many of which proved to be 

beneficial throughout this thesis. To ensure a thorough investigation and further 

assist in learning more about hunt clubs, the author consulted previously 

recorded oral histories from members who have now passed away. 

Finally, it is the goal of this thesis to be a user-friendly document that can 

be used by the members of the Lake Oswego Hunt, a community of people who 

are not preservation professionals. It will benefit the Lake Oswego Hunt Historic 

Preservation Committee to use informa.tion from this thesis in acquiring funds to 



IO 

complete sensitive ADA compliant rehabilitations and understand the necessary 

steps towards preservation. This document will also direct the LOH Historic 

Preservation Committee in the process of preserving the stable and arena 

structures according to preservation standards. It will allow them to complete 

the preservation of the structure while keeping in mind those individuals (both 

members and non-members) who they are reaching out to, and to educate them 

about the appreciation inspired by horses and equestrian sports, both those 

sports which are and once were. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

EARLY HISTORY OF HUNTING: DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPORT 

Fox hunting is a sport with mounted riders chasing wild quarry 
with a pack of hounds. It is a union of humans and animals within 
the beauty of nature. Man is the observer mounted on a horse, the 
vehicle that allows him to follow and observe the hounds as they 
hunt the fox. The scenario unwinds before the foxhunters eyes and 
ears with the sound of the huntsman's hunting horn as hounds give 
chase. The fox or coyote maneuvers, circles and runs through the 
country cunningly evading the hounds.5 

This chapter examines some of the early history of hunting, focusing 

primarily on the turning points for the sport: breeding, clothing, establishment of 

hunting seasons and laws. Therefore, because this is an overview, centuries of 

developments will be given less attention. 

Man hunted first for necessity, then for pleasure. All men -- peasant, 

royal, or otherwise -- had a desire for hunting and especially enjoyed the chase.6 

But hunting has not always been available to a wide constituency. For centuries 

hunting was reserved for royalty and theocratic leaders. However, this along 

with many other aspects of hunting changed. 

5 Maste rs of Foxhounds Association of North America, {website} accessed March 2006; available 
http: //mfha. com; Internet. 

6 Joseph 8. Thomas, Hounds and Hunting Through the Ages. (New York: Garden City Publishing Co., Inc, 
1937), 1. 



Among the Greeks, there was more to fox hunting than horses and 

hounds. To Plato, relaxation in the ideal republic would involve" dancing, 

hunting, gymnastic contests, and horse racing."7 To other nobles it was a 

necessa1y part of a "well-rounded" man's education. It was a god-given right 

and could be justified on strict philosophical grounds. Aristotle said: "Nature 

made nothing in vain; having made animals suitable for hw1.ting, it was plainly 
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Nature's intention that they should be hunted."8 Hunting changed drastically by 

the mid-14th century BC. The changes allowed rich men to enjoy life and hunting 

to the fullest. 

They (Egyptians, Assyrians, and Persians) hunted for sport and 
were the first people to do so. They also hoped to do so in the 
afterlife. Hunting became part of a polite education. It was also 
part of royal life; fox hunting scenes were woven into objects and 
clothing.9 

The French royals began to view fox hunting as junior to stag ( deer) 

hunting, but it was still conducted with excitement. During the 16th century AD, 

fox hunting and hunting codes and laws expanded along with the sport itself. 

Men hunted for longer periods of time. It was common to leave in early morning 

and not return until past dusk, after lodging the horses or hounds. 

7 Thomas, I . 

8 Ibid ., 14. 

9 Ibid . 
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The sport of hunting had many benefi ts to its constituents. H unting was 

also seen as a form of physical exercise, especially for children who had spent all 

day in school. It was an attempt to avoid physically unfit children.10 Even today 

fox hunting and hunting alike require and maintain physically fit participants. 

Figure 2.1: Fox hunting 1387; hun tsmen gaUoping to s tay with the hounds, and the hounds are 
close to the fox. (Photo adapted from Roger Longrjgg's The History of Foxl111nting, front cover.) 

By 80 AD, Romans planned fox hunting outings and within fifty years a 

Roman man's view was that autumn was the season of "hounds, hares, and 

foxes." 11 It was in the Dark Ages (450 AD-1000 AD) that a traditional fox 

hunting season ,,vas established. This allowed a closed season or "fence 

10 Thomas, 2. 

11 Roger Longrigg, The f-listorr o_f f 'oxhunling. (New York: Clarkson N . Potter. Inc., I 975). 15. 
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months"12 during fawning and cubbing. Originally, all fox hunting was 

forbidden for fifteen days on each side of the mid-summer months. How ver, as 

the years passed the length of time had varying grace periods. As fox hunting 

easons were established, ovember b came known as "Blot monath," or "blood 

month," when fox hw1ting was in full force. 

Following the French and English in the development of n w hunting 

laws, the Chinese simultaneously inb·oduced open and losed s asons. From the 

Middle Ages (450 AD-1050 AD) to the present day, the act of fox hunting b gan 

to vary from region to region and country to country . 

Germany established even mor string nt hunting laws than Fran , 

England, and China, who had laid th groundwork in f rming the first laws. 

England and Fran e viewed th enfor ement of these G rman p nalties a savage 

and as dra tic for the time. The most severe of all the punishments consisted of 

G rrnan authorities turning loose a pa k of starving hounds on a hw1ter, u ually 

a poacher or trespasser, making a meal out of him.13 

As the sport grew in popularity and in numbers of hunters, it also gained 

opposition. "The firs t' anti-bloodsport' lobby, by the Sophists wa in the late 

fifth century, but those views were qui kly silenced."14 At the same time, at the 

12 Longrigg 19. 

13 Ibid. , 25 . 

14 Ibid. , 14. 



other extreme, hunting became an addiction, and poa hing of animals was 

prolific.15 As fox hunting be ame a more popular sport, it was evident that 

regulation was necessary.16 

15 

Prior to 1500 BC the Egyptians hunted on foot. Then horse and chariots 

became a popular method of following the hunt. In the arly centuries of 

Egyptian fox hunting, a bountiful hunt proved to be a challenge, since the peed 

of horses could not k ep up with that of its pre . . At that time the horse was an 

equivalent to that of an ass or donkey. They were awkward and stout. The 

Assyrian's were the first to be associated with a fast hor e. 17 Their breeding 

techniqu s improved the size and quality of the horse, allowing it to be ridden, 

something that was not previously possible. This resulted in many changes, one 

being that hor es w re used in military force . The world's first ffective a alry 

and first hunting on horseback occurred due to the advancements of the 

As yrian horse.is 

Simultaneou ly, other countries were in reasing their quality of horses as 

w 11. The Romans had bred horses that could successfully follow their hunting 

15 Thomas, 2 

16 Today there are increasing number of people who oppose the sport, regardless of th animal that is 
being hunted. In Britain, pedfically the nature f fo, hunting has faced allegations of cruelty and its 
strong associations with tradition and social class have long made it a source of great controversy. 

17 Monique and Hans D . Do senbach, The oble Horse ew ork: Portland House, 1987) I 08. 

18 Longrigg, 12. 
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cow1ter-parts, greyhormds, while chasing deer. Romans were al o breeding and 

importing specialized horses for diff rent purposes. Sp cialization of horse was 

carried to an extreme.19 For xample, around 180 AD, one authority advised: 

"for hnnting spott d-footed d er, ride a dark- y d hor ; blue-eyed for b ars; 

and bright grey for the grey-eyed lion." 20 

Arabia was also breeding an enormous surplus of horses in the 13th 

century. Their largest consumer was India. India's ne d for new horses was 

great because by the end of each year many had died from disease, overwork, 

and malnourishment. Prior to the importation of horses from Arabia, India had 

less than 100 horses remaining in a typical yeax. Perhaps this is due to hunting 

conditions or the diet of "boiled rice and meat," 21 given to horse . 

From the 13th century on, the advancem nt of each country began to 

directly affect the manner in which hunting was conducted. The Romans and 

Arabians mastered the breeding of the quickest and most skilled horses, while 

Germans di covered that team working of horses and hounds benefited th 

sport. The Germans also advanced the understanding of maintaining hors s and 

hounds to the highest quality, and sources offer d. Advice including the u e for 

19 Longrigg, 12. 

20 Ibid ., 15 . 

2 1 Ibid ., 26. 
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various types of game, breeding, feeding, and kennel managem nt,22 henc the 

b ginning of an integral difference in fox hunting, namely the use of horses and 

of hounds. This improvement in the hunt increased the need for the nobleman's 

house to have stables as well as atta h d kennels.23 

Fox hunting with hounds in groups, instead of a single hound, prov d to 

increase th succes fulness of th hunt, but cau ed hoWlds to become exhausted 

quickly, a they w r usually run harder and for longer periods of time. The 

French invented the system of fox hunting with relays of fresh hounds, enabling 

th hunt to ontinu . In this ystem, n w hounds would b dropp doff at a 

point in the hunt, available for swapping with the exhausted hounds. 

Additionally, the d velopment of various breed of hounds mad possible the 

Fr nch pra tice of forest hunting, as different br eds had b tter nduranc . The 

product of this scienc was that the hunter could continue in the hunt with peace 

of mind that his hounds were in good health and not b oming xhausted. This 

characteristic of fox hunting furthered the sport for the wealthy and remained an 

exclusive sport.24 Only thew al thy could afford to own the top breed of hounds 

22 Longrigg, 25. 

23 Ibid. 11. 

24 Ibid. 21. 



and horses. An important aspect of fox hunting was and still is the use of both 

horses and hounds. For hunting enthu iasts, the search for the perfect breed 

became as much of "a chase" as that of the fox. 

Another constant factor was that the fox remain d a nuisance and an 

animal hunted throughout many countries. The fox was viewed as such a pest 

that its per o.nality wa known through the hunting world. It wa viewed as 

"cunning, thievish, and dishonest, providing a model for attorneys and other 

deceitful public officials." 25 Farmers lost stock in animals, such as chickens, 

which were easy targets to the fox. Chickens made th chase for the fox, ju t as 

the fox made as the chase for hunters and hounds. In fact, Joseph B. Thomas a 

M.F.H.26 once said, "Personally, I beli ve the fox enjoys the hunt as much as 

anyone els . ''27 

18 

One of the la t major shifts in th sport was when women of royalty began 

to take part in the hunts, although this participation did not last long. For 

example, in 1559 the Queen of Scots gave up fo hunting after sh was knocked 

25 ongrigg, 23. 

26 M.F.H. Master of Fox Hounds. This designation was primarily one of honor; however some kill was 
invol ed . See also glossary. 

27 Thomas 20. 



out of her saddle. Women were said to "look good in the saddle," 28 and 

attractive women were often invited along on outings with royalty and were 

known as great sportsmen. 

19 

Just as the French and Scottish women enjo ed the hunt, so did the 

English. Queen Elizabeth was quite passionate about fox hunting, even at the 

age of seventy-seven. Additionally, in the 18th century Lady Salisbury, at the age 

of sev nty-eight, was graced with th honor of faster Fox Hounds.29 B the lat 

17OOs, specific equipment was considered necessary for a hunt, specially," carts 

for th women."30 

Finally, as with any social gathering, an established dress code was 

necessary; fox hunting attire was no different. However, like many of the oth r 

elements of fox hunting the change in season aff ted clothing. In 1225, an 

English charter declared, "wearing green in the f rest was of itself an offence, 

because of the presumption, amounting to ertainty, that the colour wa worn for 

hu.nting." 31 This charter forever changed the fox hunting attire and its colors. 

During the rainy season, it was important to wear a cloak and brimmed hat to 

prevent water from permec1ting the rider. There was usually propriety about 

2 Thomas, 6. 

29 Ibid. 

30 Jbid ., 3. 

1 Longrigg, 23. 
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hunting clothes. They were often neat, and worn loose, but close to the body so 

as not to snag on a branch and pull the rider from his seat. This need contributed 

to the delay in women participating more fully in the hunt, as it was not 

acceptable for them to wear pants until the late 1800s. Hats became prevalent as 

a piece of the fox hunting attire in all weather; when it was not raining they k pt 

the sun from striking the rider's eyes. A jacket and pair of pants proved to be 

necessary pie es, as they kept the rider warm and protected from the harsh 

hrubs and branches while riding. For the ame purpo e, tall riding bo ts with a 

slight heel were also worn. The h el allowed the rider to quickly respond to a 

chase, by giving a slight kick to speed up the horse. 

The seasons and weather determined how the hunt was conduct d: in 

spring the ground was grac d with wild.flowers, in autumn by fruit, and in 

winter the landscape was barren or covered in snow. A cording to Longrigg, 

"An intelligent man would hunt everyday except in a high wind (so not to giv 

off his scent to the hunted). He would wear light, loose clothes, and light 

shoes."32 

For th English, fox hunting was highly de eloped by 1360. The 

development of fox hunting was advanced with the use of calls for hounds. 

Likewise, kennels were a part of ev ry nobleman's facilities. These 

32 Longrigg, 23 . 
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d velopments gave hounds the advantage of working the landscape with hors s 

close behind. Once the hounds were on the tail of a fox, the hunt came to an end 

quickly.33 A major shift in English fox hunting occurred in the 16th century, 

when laws were xpanded; to many hunters this was another attempt to 

decrease th popularity of the sport. 

Fox hunting was enjoyed for nturies in ountries like Britain, Ireland, 

and the Unit d States of America and the port continued to evolve into what i 

practi ed today. As Europeans settled America, they brought their ulture and 

traditi ns, ne of which wa fox hunting. The port has xisted in orth 

Ameri a since colonial days and was njoyed extensively by night hunters, 

farmer , and landed g ntry. 

The founders of Jam .stown (1607) brought their countryside lifestyle from 

England. In 1650, with. the parliamentary vic tory in the English Civil War, mor 

cavali rs w re sent across the Atlantic, including racing and hunting men.34 In 

1861, it was noted that, 

33 Thomas, 8. 

34 Longrigg 168. 

35 Ibid ., 182-183. 

A pack of fox-hounds was for a time established in Maryland, 
which, of all the United States, is perhaps more than other like to 
England in its mod of life. But it has b en found impracticable to 
establish the sport in other lands, even among m n who are 
thoroughly English in their ways and thoughts.35 
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Colonel Robert Brooke was documented as importing the earlies t group of 

hound to the United States. H arrived in Prince George' County, Maryland, 

with his wife, ten children, and a pack of hounds from England. Wh n Colonel 

Brooke died in 1655, his family moved to Montgomery County. "All his ons, 

and all their sons, kept hounds descended from his. All hunted the fox ­

mounted by day, on foot by night. .. "36 Fox hunting maintained its popularity 

through colonial times to the Civil War. It was specially popular in state such 

as Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, irginia, Kentucky, Tenness , and the 

Deep South in general. In Virginia and Maryland hunting grey and red foxes 

became popular. 37 Th popularity of the red fox was greatest. For following its 

introduction from England, it migrated a thousand miles both west and south 

within a hundred years. Th red fox was imported to New York and Maryland. 

The grey fox, on the other hand, is indigenous to the United States. It is known 

for climbing tre and b ing the most div rting to hunters. Th qualities of ea h 

breed tarted a new era in American fox hunting.38 The major difference in fox 

hunting in England and the Unit d States i thal in th United States the purpo e 

is not to kill the fox, but simply to cha e it. 

36 Longrigg, 168. 

37 Ibid . 172. 

8 Thomas, 202. 
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Throughout the 1700's, fox hunting in reased steadily in Maryland, 

Virginia, and other colonie . The earliest surviving re ord of Ameri an fox 

hunting (in the modern manner), known as the organized hunt, was maintained 

for the benefit of a group of hunters rather than a single hunter. 

According to Longrigg, the earliest established foxhound club was the 

Montreal Hnnt in Canada, 1826. This club still operat s today, but it is uncl ar if 

they still operate in the traditional capacity. The earliest organized hunt in 

America, the Gloucester Foxhunting Club was founded on October 29, 1766 by 

twenty-seven Philadelphia gentlemen, "whose family names ar still promin nt 

in Pennsylvania."39 Established clubs differ from organized clubs in that they are 

recognized specifically by the breed and number of hounds on site. 

Unfortunately, hunting ended for the Glouce ter Foxhunting Club in 1818. In the 

United States the first stablished was the Piedmont Foxhounds in Virginia in 

1840.40 

The U.S. Army brought fox hunting to Oklahoma and th southwest. The 

Fort Gibson Hunt Club, established in 1835, was probably America's first 

39 Thomas, 14. 

40 Ma ters of Foxhounds Ass iation of . orth merica. 
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military hunt. According to their rules the kennel contained "bear, wolf, d er, 

and fox dogs."41 Another milita1y hunt that still exists is the Fort Leavenworth 

Hunt in Kansas. 

After th Civil War, stables were empty and packs of hounds were 

disseminated. As a result, subsequent fox hunting grew in Virginia in an 

informal manner. Little to no organization existed; therefore, there were no 

servants, kennels, or expenses. The process to re-establish the sport and 

graciousn ss of fox hunting was slow in Virginia, but in Pennsylvania and ew 

Jersey fox hunting grew more qui kly and was more formaJ than elsewher 42 

According to Joseph B. Thomas, fox hunting in America was divided into 

three categories: 

41 Longrigg, 179. 

42 Ibid., 184. 

First, the farmer-hunter of the orth uses a single, low, deep­
voiced hound, his object being to shoot the fox in his runway, 
which he is able to do as foxes in the wooded hilly north country 
have very definite crossing points which remain unchanged for 
generations. 

S cond, the Kentucky, Mi souri, Virginia, and Tennesse farmer­
hunters, as w 11 as those of num rous ther tates, own hounds 
which th y hunt in small packs, meeting by appointment, often on 
foot. In warm weather, they meet on moonlight nights. Their 
pleasure is found in the racing of their hounds, which th y follow 
largely by ear; henc , their great regard for good cry, coupled with 
sp ed. From this class of hunters hav sprung the numerous field 
trial associations. 



The third, and much less numerous class of advocates of hunting 
ride to hounds in the orthodox English manner.43 

Like many activities that moved from the east coast as exploration of the west 

occurred, fox hunting spread to the Pacific Coast. Although the sport did not 

catch on as quickly in the Pacific Northwest, fox hunting was at its peak in the 

United States by the time the Lake Oswego Hunt was completed in 1937. 

In 2005, fox hunting was banned by law in England. Regardless, fox 

hunting organiza tions still exists in the United States. PeopJe still hunt fox, 

though not with the same cultural and social traditions; however, they do not 

43 Thomas. 19. 

Figure 2.2: Piedemont Foxhounds, Virginia. 
(Photo cour tesy of Piedemont Foxhounds Club.) 

25 
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have the beautifu] clubs to congregate in. As one might expect, fox or hunt clubs 

s till are much more p revalent on the east coast. The American hunt cJu b was 

adapted primarily from the English, as a place to enjoy the equesrrian sports, 

particularly fox hunting, and enjoy additional social activities. 

In the course of conducting research for th.is thesis, a serious a ttempt w as 

sought to find other wes t coast (fox) hun t d ubs. A contact at tl1e University of 

Nevada a t Reno and another in Seattle were thought be the experts on hunts in 

the west. (See Figure 2.3). Unfortunately, the only type of hunt they were able to 

identify was a pheasant hunt d ub. There is an obvious unevenness in the 

distribution of these hun ting landscapes, both nationally and regionally.44 Now 

they are landscapes, which are being encroached upon by development. 

Figure 2.3: Pheasant Hunt Club, 2006. 
(Photo courtesy of Paul F. Starrs)4~ 

44 William K. Wyckoff, The Making of the American Lcindrcap<>: Michael P. Conzcn, ed .. "Landscapes of 
Private Power and Wealth," (Boston: Un win Hyman Ltd., I 990), 336. 

' 5 Paul F. Starrs, Mackay School of Earth Sciences & Engineering, College of Science, Un iversity of 
Nevada, Reno. November 2005. 
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Today more restrictive laws are in place and each state's laws vary. Th re 

are early and late seasons, the late season being the most challenging since the 

vast majority of the hunted have already b en spooked, and th r fore are on 

alert for anything that seem out of place. These laws d s ribe trict hunting 

seasons and precise grounds and boundari s, along with stern punishm nt for 

breaking those laws; these rules guide hunters today, just as th y did for the 

Egyptians more than thirty nturi sago. More importantly, th fact that men 

were the predominant participants has gr atly shift d to include women of all 

ages; even young girls enjoy the sport. Thi is evident at the Lake Oswego Hunt. 

Ameri an hunt clubs also have their own distinct flavor, which is 

noticeably diff rent from that of th ir European counterparts. The most obviou 

differen e is that orth Am rican lubs place an emphasis on th chas rather 

than the kill. Additionally, the coyote, not the fox, is hunted by a large numb r 

of clubs.46 

Regardless of the many differ nces, several similarities that still remain 

from hunt to hunt are the ocial and cultural make up, as well as the dr cod 

According to the Fort Leavenworth Hunt, traditional dre includes, "hunt cap, 

scarlet frock coat, white breeches, top boots, whip, horn and wir cutter ."47 

40 American Foxhunting-History "Ma ter Foxhunting As ociation" { website} acce ed February 19, 2005; 
available http:/lmjha.conv'abfo.htm; Internet. 

47 Fort Leavenworth Hunt, { website acces ed arch 2006; available 
htLp:/, wwfortleavenworthmwr.comlfo r._hunt.htm; Intern t. 
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Adi-ianne Brockman, a past LOH member and avid rider recalls 

The men wore velvet helmets and black coats, red coats called 
'pinks' with a helmet or top hat, white breeches, black boots with 
brown tops. The 'pinks' were reserved for the M.F.H., s taff, and 
honored gentlemen guests. The women wore velvet helmets or 
derby's, black jackets, canary yellow or tan breeches, and black 
boots with patent leather tops. All participants wore a ' rat catcher 
shirt,' s tock tie and stock tie pin, boot garters, and gloves. Each 
participant had a leather case and leather encased whiskey flask 
affixed to the saddle. The M.F.H and staff carried whips. 

Figure 2.4: Adrianne Brockman in hunt attire at the Lake Oswego Hunt, 1963. 
(Photo courtesy of Adr.ianne Brockman) 
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The Culture and Social Life of Hunting 

Much of the social life associated with fox hunting was cent red at the 

dub itself. Clubs began when packs hunted in a large t rritory and worked from 

one part of the territory to the other. The convenience of the club allowed 

hunters to follow the how1ds and game without having to return home. They 

served the purpose of stabling for the horses and lodging for the hunters. 

Gradually, as territories became smaller/ people hunted closer to their homes or 

nearby lodging, and the lodging aspect of hunt clubs diminished; however they 

remained an important part of the so ial atmosphere. 

For the purist, the hunt meant that which took place in the fields and 

forests; however, for the English woman, "the hunt was the 'grand nu leus of 

society."'48 These were the women who promoted the social life of balls, 

breakfasts, races, and other orts of social events related to hunting and the 

wealthy. To them, it was far more important to have the attention of the master 

on the dance floor or at the dinner table than in the field. The role of fox hunting 

as a social gathering was and is not detailed; however fox hunting did in fact 

serve a function of social life. H unts (hunt clubs) were known to sponsor balls, 

48 David C. Itzkowitz. Peculiar Privilege: A ocial 1-IIstory qf English F nxhunting 17 53-1885 (Sussex: The 
Harvester Press, 1977), I 03 . 
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dinner , hound shows, races, and other related equestrian activities, and still do. 

All of these contributed to the life of the neighborhood and were eagerly await d 

by the residents.49 

In the United States, some type of country club originally xisted for 

everyone, although they were dependent on the so ial class; as such, th y were 

not alway ref rred to by that nam . Ther were hunt lubs, which ser ed a 

similar purpose to the country club, with a specialization for those interested in 

foxhunts and horse riding. Hunt clubs existed across the United States and in 

Europe. They were so ial organizations, which usually placed emphasis on 

education and sportsmanship. Furthermore, they would provide opportunities 

for participation in competitive events, like fox hunting. Fox hunting was a 

popular activity that many nineteenth century country lub members pursued, 

along with an enthusiasm for horseracing.50 In 1937, the Hunts Committe of the 

National Steeple Chase and Hunt Association recogniz d sixty-six hunts. The 

majority of these hunts were located in Pennsylvania (15), Virginia (11), New 

York (11), and Massachusetts (7).51 While the sport of fox hunting no longer 

exists as it did in the ninet enth and twentieth centuries, many of the facilities 

still remain and have taken on new roles in society. 

49 Itzkowitz, I 03. 

50 James M. Mayo, The American rount,y Club: Its Origins and Development . (New Brunswick: Rutger 
ni versity Press, 1998), 8. 

51 Thomas, 19. 



Socializing at LOH has been a part of the equestrian sport since its 

inception. In the late 1930s and 1940s, members would ride the trails and then 

enjoy each other's company at the symphony or art museum. Later, when the 

Clackamas County Posse ended their rides at the Lake Oswego Hunt, they 

would invite the neighborhood children to ride their horses during their cool­

down. Parents were invited into to the clubroom for punch, cake, cookies, and 

ice cream. 

• \ -
Figure 2.5: Elaborate picnics on the ban.ks of Lake Oswego, 

a common social event for locaJs and Portland visitors. 
(Adopted from Iron, Wood and Water) 
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The Lake Oswego Hunt began changing its practices in the 1950s, when 

the Pony Club was established. The purpose behind the Pony Club was to teach 

kids to ride correctly and to care properly for their horses. The Junior Hunt 

furthered this mission by promoting accomplishPd young riders in competitive 

events. The traditional activities of the Lake Oswego Hunt, which have carried 
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on to the present day, include the annual and seasonal horse shows, 

steeplechases, and hunter trials.52 Each year, prior to the annual horse show, the 

club would invite Hs members, and their children especially, to a clean-up day. 

Usually, the kids who participated in the Junior Hunt would paint the jumps; 

afterwards a meal would be served. (See Figure 2.6). 

Figure 2.6: Preparing for a three-day event. (The Oregonian, September 27, 1962, page 15) 

Parties were held for adults and were much more formal; the dress code 

for parties was suits and jackets. While rid ing, dress was more informal, but this 

too has changed. Social events are still held; however, they are focused more 

today on families and around annual events, i.e., Halloween and Christmas 

parties. Most recently, social activities consist of fundraising and casino events. 

52 State of Oregon, Lake Osweg0 Hunt Club Ensemble Natio:1al Register Nomination Form, State Review 
Comm ittee, State Historic Preservation Office. i\nn Ford and Karin Halvorson. Lake Oswego Hunt Club 
Ensemble, July 8, 1987, section 8, page 6. , 
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Regardless, social events and the dress code have become less formal. The social 

and cultural atmosphere at the Lake Oswego Hunt has changed, but friendships 

are still important and valuable skills are still learned. 

Whil most hunt clubs and comparabl social organizations started out as 

clubs for the elite, the Lake Oswego Hunt has become a vehicle for the expansion 

and betterm nt of riding for the masses and a so ·ial gathering place. The club 

has shifted its focus to enable the continued use of the facility, regardless of the 

demise of fox hunting. 

Physical Aspects of Fox Hunting: The Structures and Landscapes 

The landscape of fox hunting has changed as much as the sport.53 By the 

fifth entury AD, there was intensive agriculture near all large citi s a ros the 

globe. Plains were under vines, figs, oliv s, and corn. Big game fled to the 

mountains and har s multiplied. Horse hooves caused extensive damage to the 

landscape when they were not on a road, which brought about the beginning of 

trail building and the importance of maintaining them. As hor es demanded 

more of the landscape, the beagle and other hounds becarn the hunters. Horses 

could not stay in the hunt on rugged terrain.54 Therefore, just as b for the use of 

53 Longrigg, 13. 

54 Ibid . 
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horses, hunters hunted on foot with hounds, which had been trained to follow 

the scent of the prey. These conditions put immense trus t and worth on hounds 

as they determined the success or failure of a hunt. 

As the view of fox hunting changed among the royals, so did the use of 

land, especially land belonging to the king. This resulted in the breakdown of 

the feudal system and the use of royal forests. More powerful lords and the 

parliament (which represented landowners) developed stricter systems of 

protecting private parks rather than the king's land.55 Hunting now forced land 

conservation. As laws changed, and countries multiplied, the variations of 

hunting landscapes increased. These variations in landscape included: clear and 

open space, wood or pine thickets, little to no fencing for miles, hunting through 

com fields, and hilltop view points opening up a picturesque landscape, thus 

increasing the appreciation of nature.56 (See Figure 2.7). 

Hunting was conducted almost always in forests, where prey could hide, 

but where the hunters and horses could not maneuver. Trails had not yet been 

constructed and the vegetation presented many more obstacles than tha t of the 

open landscape. 

The integration of horses and hounds into the sport of fox hunting had a 

marked effect on the need to manipulate the landscape and build structures. 

55 Longrigg, 29. 

56 Thomas, 17-22. 
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Concurrently, the sport was experiencing drastic change due to the 

establishn1en t of seasons, hunting laws, and punishment for not adhering to said 

laws. 

In England, fox hunting changed dramatically after the orman Conquest 

(1066). The conquest caused two different types of countryside, and therefore 

two different types of fox hunting: royal forest, and all else.57 The terrain of fox 

Figure 2.7: Typical English hunting landscape - well-kept hedges, and clean, rolling grassland. 
(Photo adopted from Joseph B. Thomas, Hounds and Hunting, 186). 

hunting at this time had greater bearing on what and how prey was hunted. 

Similarly, different species of animals lived in the most ideal landscape and 

cbmate for them to survive. The Norman Conquest also furthered hunting by 

adding new hunting laws, similar to the establishment of the fox hunting season . 

57 Thomas, 8. 



Th re w re grounds that were put aside for the purpose of hunting; other ar as 

w re deemed non-hunting gro1mds. Br aking these laws was punishable by 

death.SB 
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In England, th hunt club lands ape also included the land that the farmer 

or landowner granted permission or easement to hunt on. Some hunt clubs did 

not own any of the land they hunted on; theirs was a borrowed lands ape. The 

permission given to the hunters by landowners was a vital aspe t of the viability 

of the club. The Enclosure Act in England changed the sport of fox hunting from 

a slower paced hunt to one with jumping and increased sp ed. This was due to 

the increased use of ha-has59 and f nces. The Enclosure Act not only increa d 

the use of fence , but it also reat d larg rand mor open pastur lands 

facilitating faster pac d hunts. 

Later, the automobile had a hand in the changing lands ape of hunt lubs 

as well. Hunt clubs started to hou. e more horses since many of the more 

wealthy participants no longer ne ded to use their horse( ) for transportation 

and work. On e again, hou ing th hors s b am a larger part of th club' 

purpose and vernacular landscap . 

58 Longrigg, 23. 

59 Ha-Ha- designed feature within the fo hunting/pastoral land ape, the u ually resembl graceful , 
deep " ditche ' keep ing animals within a particular boundary. 
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The equestrian land cape was historicaUy located in a pastoral setting. It 

was also largely tied to the vernacular agricultural landscape and encompassed 

curvilinear roads to compliment the land's natural contours. However, the horse 

influenced the landscape by requiring gradual inclines and declines as well as 

the construction of trials. Horses were used not only on the farm, then were al o 

used for transportation, war, and hunting. This required wide paths, gently 

sloping roads for carts and carriages, wide gates, limbed up tre s, places to house 

the horses, and pastures for feed. 

In the nineteenth century, many parts of the United Stat s experienced 

e onomic growth and prosperity. Wealthy business people and professionals 

in reasingly wish d to pend leisure time in a way that wa qualitati ely better 

than the repetition of everyday life.60 

Because fox hunting and the establishment of structures or clubs have not 

b en as numerous in the west as they were back east, it becomes necessary to 

preserve them. Furthermor , they are not as prolific in present day; however, 

they still exist and function in much of the same way as th first foxhunt. 

In the west the quality and Gignificance of these unique landscapes and 

structures is disappearing. The Lake Oswego Hunt lands ·ape is a historic 

60 Mayo, 8. 



vernacular landscape, as defined by the National Park Service standards, one 

with valleys, rugged terrain, trails, and vast meadows.61 

38 

6 1 Historic Vernacular Landscape- a landscape that evc;lved through use by the people who e activ ities or 
occupancy shaped it. Through social or cult1J rnl attitudes of an individual , a family or a ommunity, the 
landscape reflects the physical, bio logica l., and cultura! character of everyday lives. Function plays a 
significant role in vernacular landscapes. This can be a farm complex or a district of histori c farmsteads 
along a river valley . Examples include rural historic districl5 and agricultural landscapes. 
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CHAPTER 3 

HISTORY OF THE CITY OF OSWEGO (LAKE OSWEGO) AND THEO WEGO 
IRO COMPA 

The histories of the settlement of Oswego (later changed to Lake Oswego), 

of the Oswego Iron ompany (later the Oregon Iron and Steel Company), and of 

the Lake Oswego Hunt are interestingly intertwined. B cause of this the hi tory 

of the landscape of the Lake Oswego Hunt went through several hanges. 

Th present day community of Lake Owego is lo ated b tw en the 

Willamette River and tl1e Tualatin Riv r within the Tualatin Riv r Watershed 

Ba in.62 About 15,000 years ago the land that forms the Tualatin River 

Watershed Basin, ju t south of the Lake Oswego Hunt, was horn to mammoths, 

camels, and giant b aver. 

These mega-fauna, driven to extinction 1 ewhere by caus s not y t lear, 

were likely wiped out in a geological instant in the Tualatin basin by the 

catastrophic Missoula floods (more than 500 fe t deep). This cata Jysmic flood 

r ulted when a gla ial ice darn, high in the Rockies bur t about 15,000 year ago, 

instantly releasing impounded waters qual to tl,e volume of present day Lakes 

62 Tualatin River Water hed ouncil , " Hi toric Timel ine of the Tualatin Ri er Water hed" {web ite} 
accessed February 28, 2005; a ailablc hllp:tl}i ww.trwc.org. vatershed.html; Internet. ee also nn Fulton, 
Iron, Wood & Water . ( an Antonio, T : Historical Publishing etwork, 2002). 
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L _____ _ 
Map 3.1: Clackamas County Watershed. Location of Lake Oswego is circled; the location 

of the Oregon Iron and Steel Company is shown with the arrow. (From The Lake Oswego Hunt 
Landscape project for Helphand, Kenneth. History of Landscape Architecture class. University of 

Oregon, Winte r 2005). 

Erie and Ontario. The waters surged across the eastern Washington scablands at 

about sixty miles an hour, poured into the Columbia river valley, and in a matter 

of a few hours sent a wall of water 500 feet high into the Tualatin valley and the 

Willamette valley. This enormous influx of water left the Tualatin basin with 

rich alluvial soils, soon producing swamps, grass covered prairies, and forests of 

Douglas Fir, Oregon Oak, Western Hemlock, and Western Red Cedar. The basin 

was also soon after home to diverse wildlife. 

The aboriginal occupants of the area were the Clackamas Indians, but 

their small population was significantly diminished by the European diseases 

introduced by early explorers. Those who remained were forced to turn their 



territory over to the Federal Government in 1855, and forcibly relocated to the 

Grand Ronde Reservation in Yamhill County.63 
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Then xt dramatic change oc urred when major post-aboriginal settlement 

on Lake Osw go's Landscap influenced early growth. The fertile prairies w r 

settled by scattered farmers who frequently founded village cent rs th y named 

for places they had left back east in the United States. Such was the cas here. In 

1847, pioneer ettler Albert Alonzo Durham secured the first Donation Land 

Claim in what is today Lake Oswego, naming the settlem nt after Oswego, ew 

York, his former home. In the late 1800s, h operated a sawmill in Oswego. 

Durham also built a small dam at the head of Sucker Creek (Oswego Lake) in 

order to power his sawmill equipment, thereby flooding the west end of the 

valley creating the b ginnings of the lake, a.using neighboring farmers to sue. 

River h·ansportation was cru ial to development of the area, with principal trad 

extending from Portland to Oregon City and up the Tualatin River Valley 

through Tualatin, Scholls, and Hillsboro. Muddy roads and dense forests were 

repeatedly cited as impediments to overland travel.64 

Within twenty years of Durham's arrival deposits of iron ore wer 

discovered just north of Durham's mill dam, prompting the creation of an iron 

63 Lake Oswego Public Library, "History of Lake Oswego" {web ite}accessed February 19, 2005; 
availablehttp://www.ci.owego.or.us· lnternet. ee also Ann · u!ton 

64 The Owego Heritage Council: A arrative Flistory of Oswego {website} accessed February J 9, 2005 ; 
available http://home. europa. corn/-heritagelnarjhist. html; Internet. See also Ann Fulton . 
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foundry that soon reshap d the development of the immediate region, so that 

development of the area is largely associated with the iron industry and charcoal 

production. (this will be explored below). The character of the landscap is 

des ribed by Lillian Webster whose family arrived in Oregon in the 1 90s, 

settling in the area later to become Lake Oswego; her father be ame a foundry 

superintendent. In an interview made on January 30, 1973, sh recalled that 

when she was a girl "there w re no roads, there were trails. It was a risk of life 

and limb practically to go anywhere off those trails." She recalled a tim when 

she was about seven or eight that she got upset over the loss of some cattle that 

wandered off into the swamp and got stuck in th mud; apparently this was an 

ongoing problem.65 

The Oswego Iron Company (Oregon Iron and Steel Company) 

Until the mid-1800s, Oswego was a sle py assembly of homest ads and 

farms between the Willamette and Tualatin Rivers in Oregon. But as noted 

above, in 1841 iron ore was discover din the Tualatin Valley, even though it was 

not until 1861 that its existence was an accepted fact The original promoter 

were Portland businessmen. In 1865, the Oregon Iron and Steel Company was 

incorporated. It was the first of three companies that hoped to make Oswego an 

65 The Hall Family and School at St. Mary 's Academy, ''In Their Own Word Interview January 30, 1973" 
{website} accessed March 2005; available http:/1home.europa.rorn/- heritage/J0hall. html; Internet. 



industrial center, the "Pittsburg of the West."66 In 1866, a considerably higher 

dam was built by the Oregon Iron and Steel Company.67 The first iron sm lter 

went into production in 1867, and a second mineshaft was added west of the 

existing mine on Iron Mountain (where Lake O wego Hunt is today).68 

The Oregon Iron Company had a major presence in the area. They 
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c nstructed a three-mile railroad that ran from the foundry to Iron Mountain. It 

i possible that the trails of Iron Mountain City Park are the old roads of the 

mining operation. The mining and smelting continued in operation 

intermittently under a second corporation, the Oswego Iron Company, until 

1881. Eventually waterpower was used for rwming the smelter plants for the 

iron industry. Trees were us d to make charcoal or fuel for the nearby 

industries, thus cau ing the land to be stripped of its tr es. Early photographs of 

the industrial installation show a completely bare landscape. 

While trails, railroad tracks, and roads were being constru ted on the 

land, so too mechanisms wer developed for water b'an portation. In 1872 a 

canal was completed between the Tualatin River and Sucker Lake (Lake Oswego) 

6(> Lewis A. McArthur. Oregon Geographic ames (Western Imprints: The Press of the Oregon Hi torical 
Society, 1982), 429. 

67 The Owego Heritage rouncil. ee also Ann Fulton. 

68 Ibid. 



Figure 3.1: First iron smelter, located in pri!sent day George Roger's Park on the banks of the 
Willamette River and Oswego Creek, approximately five miles from the LOH. 

(Adopted from Iron, Wood and Water) 

by Chinese laborers. The canal was built for transportation and resulted in 
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expanding the lake to its current size.69 Lake Oswego - the community as well 

as the body of water itself - became the selling point for developers attempting 

to make Oswego the "Pittsburgh of the West.''70 However, the need for river and 

narrow gauge rail transportalion rapidly faded with the development of 

improved rail transportation from the east. The smelters of Pittsburgh and 

69 The Oswego Heritage Council . Se.e also Ann Fulton. 

7° Fulton, 25. 
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around the Great Lakes, and later the consolidation of United States Steel -

added to the development of iron making facilities in Washington and elsewhere 

on the west coast - undercut the importance of the Oregon Iron and Steel 

Company. 

The Oswego Iron Company was then succeeded by the Oregon Iron and 

Steel Company, which operated at the old plant until 1885. In 1888, its operators 

built a new smelter on the current Oswego Pointe site. The new smelter had five 

times the capacity of the old plant. 71 At its peak, the iron industry employed 

some 300 men. In 1890, production reached 12,305 tons of pig iron, and the 

community of Oswego was booming. It boasted a growing population, four 

general stores, a bank, two barbershops, two hotels, three churches, nine saloons, 

and Davidson's drugstor.e. Likewise, an opera house proved to be a profitable 

inv stment.72 The iron and steel operation continued under various names and 

fluctuating market conditions until about 1908. Th reafter, iron production 

sub ided, but th Oregon Iron and Steel Company ontinued to hold extensive 

mining and realty rights well after the furnac and foundry was dismantled.73 

71 Lake Oswego Public Library, "Hi tory of Lake Oswego." ee also Ann Fulton. 

72 McArthur, 429. 

73 Ibid . 
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The Town of Lake Oswego 

The decrease in iron production caused the Oregon Iron and Steel 

Company to pursue other money-making ventures. Demonstrating a marked 

shift from gritty industrialism to genteel realty improvement, in October 1936, 

the Willamette Iron and Steel Company (a subsidiary of the Oregon Iron and 

Steel Company) proposed construction of riding and polo facilities to 

complement the Lake Oswego Country Club. The Oregon Iron and Steel 

Company deeded land for the purpose of developing the Lake Oswego Hunt. 

Meanwhile, the Hunt also borrowed $10,000 from Oregon Iron and Steel for the 

purpose of constructing an arena and barn. The property was formally deeded 

from the Oregon Iron and Steel Company to the Hunton November 30, 1936.74 

Paul C. Murphy, the Ladd Estate Company, worked with the Oregon Iron and 

Steel Company to create the location and secure the acquisition of the land for 

the Lake Oswego Hunt. 

Until 1886, when a narrow gauge railroad between Portland and Oswego 

was built, Oswego was a comparatively remote place. Only riverboats and 

wagons on narrow dirt roads could reach it. The Southern Pacific Railroad 

acquired the line before the end of the century and widened it to standard gauge. 

74 State of Oregon, Lake Oswego Hunt Club Enser.1ble Nationai Register Nomination Form, section 8, page 
5. 
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With the demis of the local iron industry, Oregon Iron and Steel was turning its 

attention to land development. It built a power plant on Oswego Creek and 

operated it from 1905 to 1909. Following the incorporation of the City of Oswego 

in 1910, they c:ought permission to erect power poles to provide el ctricity to the 

community. In 1914, the community was electrified. Subsequent, rapid, clean, 

and quite el b:'ic inb:'a-urban b:'ain stimulated resid ntial developm nt in 

Oswego in the 1920s and 1930s.75 

As the need for iron smelters decreased, the recreational potential of the 

lake and town rapidly emerged. Rail transit, first d veloped for th smelters and 

coal industry, soon adjusted to provide transit for ommuters to and from 

Portland. The commuter wave, first by rail then by auto, made Oswego grow 

from a company town owned by Portland investors, to a residential community 

providing a unique recreational setting for its citizens. A light-rail onnection to 

Portland remains to the present day irt the form of the Willamette Shore Trolley, 

a line kept op n more as a tourist and recreational venue than a conveyor of 

commuters. 

A major stimulus to th r sidential growth of Oswego was th Paul C. 

Murphy Real Estate Company, whi h developed the Lake Oswego Country Club 

(neighbor to th Lake Oswego Hunt) and residential properties adjoining the 

75 Lake Oswego Public Library. See also Ann Fulton. 
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lake.76 The Oregon Iron and Steel Company also sold large tracts of the 24,000 

acres it owned to land developers such as Paul C. Murphy and th Ladd Estat 

Company, which undertook residential development.77 This transaction assist d 

in increasing residential development. Coincidently, the Ladd Estat Company 

promoted equestrian sports to attract hor lovers to the Lake Oswego Country 

Club District. 

Paul C. Murphy created the Oswego Country lub, developed the first 

wat r system, and encourag d distinguished architects to design fine homes for 

the town. Thus he set the tone for the city still in existence today. Lake 

Oswego' s original neighborhoods reflect a glimpse of England, with English 

cottages and Tudor Revival homes design d by archit cts such as Richard 

Sundeleaf betwe n 1920 and 1940.78 The ere idences were surrounded 

originally by beautiful lush lawns and gardens, reminiscent of Engli h country 

76 The Owego Heritage ouncil. See also Ann Fulton. 

77 Paul . Murphy and the Ladd Estate ompany had a major influence on developing other neighboring 
areas of Portland. [n 1917, with the assistance of architect, Ellis F. Lawrence, Laurelhur t (a suburban 
development) wa undertaken. It should also be noted. that Lawrence designed a house for both Paul . 
Murphy and Peter Kerr who is mentioned later in this thesis. See Michael hellenbarger, ed., Harmony in 
Diver ity: The Architecture and Teaching of Ellis F. Lawrence, Museum of Art and the Historic 
Preservation Program, chool of Architecture and Allied Arts University of Oregon , Eugene, OR. l 989, 
38-42. 

78 The Owego Heritage ouncil. See also Ann Fulton. 
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houses with gardens. Today, howev r, such xpansive ground are being ut up, 

the neighborhoods now heavily dotted with new 'McMansions' covering a lot 

that probably once had two smaller houses. 

Soon after Murphy' development began, a sharp jump in real estate sales 

encouraged the Ladd Estate Company to add the lake's east end to its master 

plan. Aft r 1922, Oswego lake property sold so quickly that the Ladd Estat 

Company flooded a marsh on the east side of the lake called the Duck Pond and 

renamed it Lakewood Bay. People flocked to the boating and swimming 

concession, wher va ationers rented swimsuits, towels, boats, and canoes to 

enjoy the lake. 79 

Crews also rushed to .onstruct the boulevard system contributing to -the 

Country Club District's succes The goal was a system that used connecting 

streets to link the lakeshore boulevards to Iron Mountain and Terwilliger 

Boulevards, along which th company also wanted to subdivide land.80 

Because of the earlier iron industry, Oswego was the perfect pla to achi ve the 

City Beautiful Movement's transformative objective of erasing unsightly v stiges 

of industry,, resulting in the onstruction of a golf cours on William M. Ladd's 

7g The Owego Heritage Council. See al n Ann Fulton. 

80 Ibid . 



Iron Mountain Farm where the town's intensive mining had once occurred. 81 

Flooding the Duck Pond (See Figure 3.2) to neate Lakewood Bay hid places 

where laborers roughed out clay to make pipe cores. George F. Cotterill, at the 

time was a Seattle civil engineer, was hired by the Ladd Estate Company to 

design a perfectly cultivated landscape for Lake Oswego, similar to what was 

being done at nearly the same time in the Laurelhurst district of Portland, with 

an emphas is on enjoying nahu e and outdoor recreation. 82 

• Orig,nall<li<< 

■ l.Al<<IJ""~"'-.... 
,..""1,tl..,. l t ll 

Figure 3.2: The growth of Lake Oswego. Lake Oswego Hunt located a t Springbrook Creek 
(Adopted from Iron, Wood nnd W11ter) 
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6 1 For the City Beauti ful movement, see Leland M . Roth, American Architecture: A Histo,y (Boulder. CO: 
Westview Press, 200 l ). 321-24. The City Beaut iful Movement ( 1885-1915) was_a progressive planning 
and building movement that drove cities to build new civic buildings; replacing the older and aged 
bui ldings. This evoked a sense of civic pride and desire for improvement. 

82 George F. CotteriH was one of the West Coast's best civil engineers. He was also a fom1er Seattle mayor 
and state senator. in 1907 he helped design Seattle·s Mount Baker Park Addition, the first Seattle 
subdivision to include boulevards and park grounds. See Ann Fulton. Iron, Wood & Water. 



51 

Every house lot in Oswego had a scenic feature . Walking paths led efficiently to 

the lake. The district's mast r plan made the great outdoors comfortable and 

convenient. 83 

Paul Murphy and the Ladd Estate Company w re uccessful in 

developing the Oswego Lake Country Club (1923) to promote Oswego as a place 

to "live where you play." In 1926, the first City Hall was built on" A" Avenue, 

b tween State and FirstStreets.84 By the 1930 , the town's growth as a year­

round living environment was well underway. Residential development around 

the perimeter of Oswego Lak accelerated again in the 1940s and 'S0s.85 

Without question it wa the lak now, with its re reational ameniti s that 

was the focus of the expanding community. A cordingly, on May 1, 1959, the 

residents of Oswego and those of Lake Grov , at the west end of Oswego Lake, 

voted to merge into a single city to be called Lake Oswego.86 

Today, accord.i11g to City of Lake Oswego statisti s, there ar 24 d v loped 

parks and 573 acres f park and open spaces.87 In a 1954 letter to Jack Lyn h 

(who had been Lake Oswego Hunt Board President in 1944), Leslie A. McKethen 

83 The Owego Heritage Council, "A anative History of Oswego." See also Ann Fulton . 

84 Lake O wego Public Library, " History of Lake O wego." ee also Ann Fulton. 

8s Ibid. 

86 McArthur 429 . 

87 Lake O wego Public Library. "Statisti.c ." See also Ann Fulton . 
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(LOH board president 1954-1956) points out: "The trails are undoubtedly one of 

the biggest assets that the (Lake Oswego Hunt] club has so we not only want to 

keep them but get them mapped in order tJ1at they be available for the use of 

more of our members."88 

'1ii C L ., .k 
~ ,,.r·lL . 
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Figure 3.3: "Riding Arena in Lake Oswego District Is Assured: New Hunt Club Track, Polo Field, 
Barns and Clubhouse Designed for Lake Oswego DLstrict." (The Oregon Sunday Journal, 

December 6, 1936) 

The Formation of the Lake Oswego Hunt 

No one ever came to grief-except honorable grief- through riding 
horses. No hour of life is lost that is spent iJ1 the saddle. Young 
men of ten have been ruined through owning horses, or tlu·ough 
backing horses, but never through riding them, unless of course, 
they break their necks, which taken at a gallop, is a very good death 
to die.89 

- Winston Churchill (1874-1965) date of quote unknown 

as Correspondence to Jack Lynch from Leslie A. McKethen, April 15, 1954. 

89 Ju lius Trousdale Sadler Jr. and Jacquelin D.J. Sadler. American Stables: An Architectural Tour.(Boston: 
New York Graphic Society-Little, Brown and Company, 198 I ). front cover. 
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McKethen' s request to have the hunt club's trails mapped so they could be 

used more as a community recreational resource brings us to the formation of the 

Lake Oswego Hunt. Dreams of having a m mber-owned horseback-riding 

facility in the greater-Portland area arose in the 1920s, when a group at 

Highlands Riding Academy hatched the idea. The Lak Oswego Hunt (LOH) 

has not always been known under its current nam ; it b gan as the Multnomah 

Hunt of Portland in 1930 when it was located near Sylvan, at th Highlands 

RicLing Academy. As Adrianne Brockman, a member of the Lake Oswego Hunt, 

recalls, "the hunt was primarily a group of people who liked to ride, hunt ( drag 

hunt), and go to horse shows. There wer no trainers lik there are today ." 

From there the hunt moved t 92nd and East Glisan, to the Fairfield Riding 

Academy. By the end of the year th12 hunt went from "twelve original memb rs 

with seven horses to ninety memb r owning forty horses."90 

As the Multnomah Hunt, they negotiated with the A. G. Ruby Stock Farm 

at 209th and East Glisan in 1931, which allowed the Lake Oswego Hunt to 

expand, particularly in terms of the landscape available for riding. Whil ther 

were ome trails near the Hunt, a farm adjacent to the LOH enabl d member to 

fox hunt, hold flat rac s, and jumping events. (Se Map 3.2). Thi location also 

offered space for a polo field . 

90 Interview with Adrianne Brockman, March 24, 2006. Information also available on Lake Oswego Hunt, 
"History of Lake Oswego Hunt" {website} acce. s d October 23. 2004; a,;ailable 
www.pacifier. corr 'l-mntclublclub _info/history/hi tory.htm; Internet. 



Map 3.2: Trails at the Lake Oswego Hunt, August 1936. 
The double parallel lines show gravel roads or developed paths. 

(Re-drawn by the acthor) 

The members of Multnomah Hunt did indeed .foxhunt as early as the 
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1920' s :in the Troutdale area, a suburb to the east of Portland. The club hunted on 

a 2,000-acre farm located at the confluence of the Columbia and Sandy Rivers. 

However, they did not hunt live fox - they "drag hunted." Drag hunting 

involved" a pillow filled with fox, bear, or anotl1er type of manure" which was 

then dragged across the countryside to lay a scent. The Hunt owned a live bear 

and used it to lay the scent. On one occasion, the hounds caught up to the bear 

and attacked. 

In the early part of 1931, the Multnomah Hunt merged with the Forest 

Hills Hunt Club to form what is known b1dav as the Lake Oswego Hunt (LOH). 
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The Forest Hills Hunt Club was a much smaller organization than the 

Multnomah Hunt, and therefore there is little documentation. The Lake Oswego 

Hunt originally held nineteen acres of its own in Clackamas County, deeded in 

October of 1936 from the Oregon Iron and Steel Company, original the owner of 

the Lake Oswego Country Club grounds. (See Figure 3.4). (Today, due to the 

sale of a few, the Htmt owns approximately eleven acres.) With the funds raised 

Figure 3.4: The Lake Oswego Hunt landscape, 1939. 
(Photo courtesy of the University of Oregon Aerial Photo Collection) 

selling corporate shares to charter club members, the LOH built wha t is today 

one of the "oldest and largest wooden arenas in the west."91 The combination 

arena and barn structure was completed in J 937, during the height of the 

depression, in an undeveloped open space on Springbrook Creek, at the base of 

91 Lake Oswego Hunt, "Histol) of Lake Oswego Hunt'· {website} accessed October 23, 2004; available 
www.pacifier.com/'lmntclublclub_ i,ifo/hislory,'history.htm; Internet. See also: Lake Oswego Hunt Club 
Ensemble ational Register omination. 
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Iron Mountain, approximately two and one half miles west of downtown Lake 

Oswego. The Hunt, along with the deeded land, was also offered miles of trail 

easements. 

After the hunt moved to its existing location in Clackamas County, it held 

polo events, drill team, pony club, standard bred trotters, fine harness ponies 

with jumpers and dressage; and three-day event-ing. The e continue today as 

active programs, in addition to a riding school op n to the general public. 

Highly ironically, however, after the move to Lake Oswego there was n ver any 

hunting of foxes. The organization continued be ailed a Hunt (or, originally, a 

hunt club) but there was no hunting as such. 

Many times the Hunt's events took place at other locations because of 

specific needs of the plann d activities. The author of a 1971 Lake Oswego Hunt 

pamphlet writes: 

... on Sundays and holidays almost the entire m mb rship packed 
(rode) out to Sun Dial Stock Ranch, a distance of approximately 
four mile , via abandoned dirt roads, spreading meadows and 
through Multnomah County Poor Farm properties to participate in 
a hunt, a paper chase, point to point or one of several other popular 
field events.92 

The pursuit of the hunt was not confin d to the club's nineteen acres, but 

also covered adjacent farmland . The pamphlet goes onto say: " ... the ranch 

bordered on the Columbia River and it:s diversified terrain provided exc llent 

Q2 Lynch n.p. 
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footing regardless of the season." And that was not the only place they ventur d 

for a day of activity. Hunts were also held on the Troutdale Downs Stock Farm 

Properties, comprised of more than 2,000 acres, located at the confluence of the 

Columbia and Sandy Rivers (when th grounds were not inundated) . 

. Misadventures added to the enjoyment; as one commentator writes: 

Often a herd of wild eastern Oregon horses, destined for dog food, 
would join the chase, thus causing many of our mounts to ' pook' 
and the hounds to abandon the trail and scatter to the four winds, 
causing general chaos and resulting in the finish for th day.93 

Today the hunt club provides a much different type of recreation due to 

the fact that in the mid-1960s urban growth was invading the countryside, 

causing a loss of land to hunt on. And just as in the Fifth century, animal-rights 

activists have become more prevalent and concerned about the welfare of prey, 

thus causing a halt to fox hunting in. the traditional manner. 

The idea of the hunt, as a gentleman's sport and a way of life, has now 

become a term that describes a particular recognized lifestyle. o longer are 

there vast trails to lead to other acres ngaging the rider with folly and fun in 

pursuit, but now it is the place where all ages, primarily young girls, ride in all 

manners. In the mid-1950s, there was a transformation that Adriann Brockman 

describes: 

9 Lynch n.p. 
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... a few rich, but wonderful families at the club had a trainer, but 
it was very low key and the trainer really taught the children to 
ride and trained the horses so that the older adults and young 
children were safe. There was no emphasis on showing--none. It 
remained a sport. We rode and went to the symphony and art 
museum. There was a graciousness about it.94 

Anoth r transformation in the 1970' s greatly affected the club and it is 

around the time that one of the major additions to the stables o curred. 

Brockman states: 

After Don Hansen left, a number of members went to other facilities. 
The Club was in poor financial condition. This marked anoth r big 
change in the Club. LOH was in poor financial condition and polo 
paid the bills and got the power. The middle aisle of the barn was 
filled with polo ponies although some players still trailer-ed their 
horses to the games. This lead to some unpopular decisions by the 
Board.95 

By 1972, the Lake Oswego Hunt had about nineteen or twenty hors sand was in 

serious financial condition. Additionally, the composition of the club's board 

changed and included three Posse repre entative , three Hunter/Jumper/Hack 

representatives, and three polo representatives. Personal alliances were created 

and some unpopular decisions were made, causing the Lake Oswego Hunt to fall 

into greater debt. From the 1970s to the early twenty-first entury, the LOH has 

experienced continued up and down financial straits, directly related to the 

equestrian activities held. In 2004, the Lake Oswego Hunt Historic Preservation 

94 Adrianne Brockman, Interview. March 24 2006. 

05 Ibid . 
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Committee was formed with the main goal of ensuring the continued use of the 

facility through the completion of sensitive rehabilitation projects. 

,'f)· .l~··:. ~ ~ .!~: 
.. l .f~. , 1: •~-~• ~r· 
• ~'·•·_ -~ -~· Map 3.3: Topography of the Lake Oswego Hunt property. 

(Map courtesy of www.topozone.co111) 

The struchlre, preservation, rehabilita tion, restoration, renovation, and 

reconstruction projects are discussed in below in Chapter Four: Preserving The 

LOH Struchlre To Enable Continued Use. 

Today, the Lake Oswego Hunt, positioned as it is among U1e suburbs, 

allows the neighborhood children to ride their bikes to the s tables and fulfill 

every young girl's fantasy of riding a horse. (See Map 3.3 and Figure 3.5). 

The "Portland Picks" website exclaims: "The Hunt-for you or your special 

princess. This is the place!" It goes on to say, "Pichlre this: after your private 



English riding lesson, you get to walk around the whole day in your slimming 

riding pants and riding boots, looking like a Ralph Lauren advertisement"96 
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The Lake Oswego Hunt has never been as formal as its predecessors in 

England, but it has certainly added a certain cachet that th town of Lake 

Oswego desired and it has indeed succeeded. When you visit the Lak Oswego 

Hunt today in affluent Lake Osw go, there are mostly young girls riding along 

side a few adults. Depending on the day, th dress might be casual jeans and a 

sweatshirt or more formal riding pants and jackets. Today the Hunt boasts 

training and showing events such as hunter/jumper, dressage, vaulting, assisted 

riding, riding school, and combined training with Alder Brook Farms. The Hunt 

also participate in the State Garn s of Oregon, which includes archery, 

badminton, and fen ing at other locations, while the hunt club holds the 

equestrian events. 

While fox hunting no longer exists at the Lake Oswego Hunt, as it did in 

the manner in Europe, or in earlier years in the United States, the Lake Oswego 

Hunt has adapted v ry well to its surroundings over the years and continues to 

look to the future by adding to its facilities and involving itself in programs such 

as the State Games of Oregon. The historic Lake Oswego Hunt now has the 

96 Portland Pick , { website }acces ed March 2, 2005 ; availahle www.portlandpick.s.com; Internet. 
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Figure 3.5: View of the Lake Oswego Hw1t looking southeast, 2000. 
(Photo courtesy of the University of Oregon Aerial Photo Collection) 

ability to head into the future with the respect of the community. The 

organization had not adapted weU to one of the new missions of the Lake 

Oswego Hunt-serving those who are disabled. Such a fuUer embracing of the 

larger community, ab led and disabled, appears to hold great promise for the 

future. 

The Lake Oswego Hunt Landscape 

The trails are undoubtedly one of the biggest assets that the club 
has so we not only want to keep them but get them mapped in 
order that they be available for the use of more of our members.97 
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- Leslie A. Mckethen, 1954-1956 

97 Correspondence to Jack Lynch from Leslie A. McKethen, April 15, 1954. 
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Recreational landscapes such as that of the LOH were greatly influenced 

by east coast designs. In 1869 Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux 

designed Riverside, a sixteen-hundred acre subdivision within commuting 

distance of Chicago. (See Figure 3.6). Just as in earlier landscaped submb of 

Llewellyn Park, Olmsted and Vaux in their design placed an emphasis on curved 

roadways and open space, but the designers wanted even more. They insisted 

on large lots set back from the street and well-maintained gardens. 

Furthermore, the new country clubs began to be designed similar to the design of 

Olmsted and Vaux's Central Park in New York City. "The true beauty of 

[Central Park] lay in the ordered irregularity of its terrain and its plantings. 
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Figure 3.6: Fredrick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, General plnn of Riverside, llliuois, 1896. The 
plan fo r Riverside, Illinois is also an example of the type of landscaping that was adapted into the 

layout of clubs in the nineteenth century. (Photo adapted from James M. Mayo, T/ze A111ericn11 
Coun.tnJ Club: Its Origins and Developments). 
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Where the land was low, Olmsted depr ssed it still more, . . . creating ponds and 

low meadows."98 Water, lawns, trees, fountains, and pavilions were landscaping 

methods that were eventually adapted to the country dub.99 

In 1882, the Brookline Country Club was formed in Massachu etts. The 

found rs' aim was, "to create a club ... within easy driving di tance of town, and 

supported by a large enough membership to assure its strength."100 This 

provided a general formula for future country clubs. The strategy was to have 

the country dub close to where members lived and incorporate th clubhou e 

arrangements of dining, bedrooms, and indoor games. Th Brookline founders 

pulled together the key historic practices of sports, socializing, and location as a 

coherent approach to the private club.101 

While the Lake Oswego Hunt began in similar fashion to the English 

version, the hunts were actually made possible because of a large borrowed 

landscape. As Adrianne Brockman observ s, the lub was given access to the 

Peter Kerr family farm, which was mor than 600 acres. 

8 Roth, 23 1. 

99 Mayo, 37. 

100 Ibid., 64. 

10 1 Ibid 65. 
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Map 3.4: Trails and riding landscape circa 1945. Based on a 2003 Lake Oswego City Map; scale 
and location of present landscape (highway and interstate) is correct. 

Drawn with the recollections of Adrianne Brockman, 2006. 

Pasture land was and is still part of the Hunt's facility, and horses are also 

stabled and hay-fed. Moreover , there are a handful of small turnout pens 

(approximately 30'x 30'). A twenty-year old fifteen-foot trail easement that the 

Ladd Estate Company granted the hunt club provided the land necessary to 

make hunts possible and successtul. In a letter on October 27, 1936, to Dr. H.H. 

Foskett, chairman of the finance committee for the Multnomah Hunt, Jack Lynch, 

chairman of the Trails Committee of the Lake Oswego Hunt describes the 

following trails on Ladd Estate Property as "dedicated:" 

1. A trail starting adjacent to the 13th Green and continuing in an easterly 
direction paralleling the northern margin of Lake Oswego Golf property, 
designa ted by red stakes. This trail extends to the County Road at the 
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junction of Goodall Road and then follows in a easterly direction, the 
margins of a woods, which parallels the northern boundary of Lake 
Oswego Golf Club. The trail is also marked by survey stakes and ends at 
the Junction of Market Road 31 and Knaus Road, known as 676. 

Figure 3.7: Riding traiJs no longer under the regulation of the Lake Oswego Hunt, February 2005. 
(Photo Courtesy of Claire Maulhardt and Suzanne Richa rdson) 

2. A trail paralleling 100 feet right-of-way which connects Iron Mountain 
Boulevard and Terwilliger Extension. That part of the trail which starts at 
junction of Market Road 31 and "C" Avenue, and continuing in a southern 
direction to Chandler Road has already been completed. 

3. A trail which begins at the end of Fairway Road and folJows in a western 
direction a road known as Iron Mountain Trail. This trail ends at the polo 
field. 

4. A trail following six-foot dedicated path which starts as Wemberly Park 
Road between lots 124 and 125 in Forest Hills Plot #2. 

5. A trail s tarting a t Brookside Road and leading due south, following the 
west lin.e of Lot #206 to the south line of Lot #218 and #219 to Goodin 
Road. 



Figure 3.8: Trailbead, February 2005. 
(Photo courtesy of Claire Mau.lhardt) 
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Figure 3.9: Riding trails no longer under the regulation of the Lake Oswego Hunt, February 2005. 
(Photo Courtesy of Clair'i:' Maulhardl and Suzanne Richardson) 



The trails were of great significance to the landscape of the Lake Oswego Hunt 

and perhaps of equal significance was the involvement of the Works Progress 

Administration W. P.A., which assisted in constructing the trails: 

Description of project: Clear brush, remove tre s, stumps and rocks 
from an 8 ft. wide area along county and local dedicated roads to 
provide foot, cycle and bridle paths, in the Lake Oswego Section .. 102 
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The Lake Oswego Hunt was primarily created as a promotional device by 

the Ladd Estate Company to persuade outdoor enthusiasts and horse lovers to 

invest in the area. When the trail easement expired in 1956, the trails were 

rapidly ncroa hed upon by development and the LOH' inability to secur the 

land. Eventually the hunts were no longer possibl '. The landscape had 

changed; without the courtesy of adjoining landowners and without adequate 

open space, even drag hunts were not possible. 

The Pres nt Facilities of the Lake Oswego Hunt 

Today the landscape is redu~ed to nineteen acres (s ven of which no 

longer belong to the LOH), a relatively small pare 1 of land for an questrian 

facility. Current! , the Lake Oswego Hunt is comprised of an indoor arena with 

102 Works Progress Administration of Oregon. Correspondence to Mr. Bernard Schoenburg; County 
Commissioner Oregon City, Oregon from ohn Karstetter: Director District o. 2. Subject: Serial 2-866-
Agreemenl. Portland, April 13, 1937. 
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stables attached, a turnout pen, an outdoor arena, polo field, and a galloping 

track. There is little to no possibility that the landscape will ever be what it once 

was. 

The polo field is at the center of the property and is circumscribed by an 

oval three-fourths-of-a-mile galloping track. The long axis of the field runs east 

to west. Arranged in a linear fashion adjacent to the south side of the track is the 

combination riding arena and barn. The periphery, traditionally used for the 

cross-country course, is characterized by marshy wetlands on the eas t, and 

riparian vegetation along tl1e border of Springbrook Creek on the south. 

Figure 3J0: Lake Oswego Hunt landscape looking west from the wetlands, February 2005. 
(Photo courtesy of Oaire Maulhardt and Suzanne Richardson) 

Originally, the "galloping track" / polo field was regulation size; however, its use 

has changed and therefore its size has been rrtinimized. Apparently, its size 

stems from an interest in gaited carthorses and flat races, the size reflecting its 

.. 
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original purpose. Horses pulling a cart need considerably more room to exercise 

than can be offered in an arena. Today one would find a track used by 

racehorses to be fenced on both the inside and outside for safety. The track is 

still maintained and used for general exercising rather than for racing. It is no 

longer used as a polo field. The inner part of the field is filled with temporary 

ho rse jumps and a dressage rink. The p olo field has been sectio ned off into 

turnout pens, which along with the track are mud. There is no gravel or rock 

subs tance. There is a wood fence enclosing the turnout and riding pens . 

Additionally, there are small moveable and temporary sheds adjacent to these 

pens. Along the south side of the polo field is a linear wood fence. The posts 

and beams are rough-cut circular logs. The polo field is still used, although not 

for polo, but usually for dressage and other jumping events. 
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Map 3.5: The Lake Cswegc Hunt landscape, 2005. 
(Drawing courtesy of Claire Maulhardt) 
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On the east edge of the property is a wetland that divides the facilities 

from the adjacent open space or "park." The "park" today is nothing more than 

an unused com er on the property, open to free riding. (See Map 3.5). In 

addition to the polo field and track, there are more than fifty miles of developed 

and dedicated riding trails in the district. 

In the 1970s horse trails were designed into the community. But as LOH 

members became more serious about event-ing and showing, the interest in trails 

waned. Development was also taking place on top of Iron Mountain. 

The facilities saw changes as well in the early 1970s. The barn aisles were 

paved. The ten stalls on the southwest part of the barn were added. The polo 

field was enlarged and only polo players could ride on the field. However, the 

grooms continued to live above the tack room and in the house a t the entrance to 

the LOH. 

Figure 3.11: Oswego landscape, 1936. The Lake Oswego Hunt Club is in the square, just north of 
the Lake. The Willamette River to the east (right of figure) and Tualatin River to the south of the 

figure. (Photo Courtesy of the University of Oregon Aerial Photo Co.llection) 
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Currently, the Lake Oswego Hunt landscape is lined witl1 various 

elements. On fue south, it is lined with a linear parking lot, Springbrook Creek, 

Iron Mountain Boulevard. To tl1e west, along fue creek new (circa 1990) 

residential development continues. To the north, is Iron Mountain, which is hilly 

and heavily covered with bofu deciduous and coniferous trees. Iron Mountain is 

now a city park fuat has trails that follow old cut-in roads most likely used 

during the mining. Douglas firs, ferns, and alders lie along fue lower portion of 

the mountain. (See Map 3.11 and Figures 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, and 3.10) 

One small area on the eastern side of fue site is being managed as 

wetlands. It consists of a small pond wifu wetland plants. This small piece of 

wetlands is reminiscent of what was likely a pervasive condition in fue Lake 

Oswego area. 

Essentially, fue LOH exists in a valley clearing wifuin a hilly wooded area. 

It is a green landscape. Ascending the steep slope of Iron Mow1tain, fue 

vegetation changes to include more dry land vegetation, including bo th 

deciduous and coniferous trees. A few deciduous trees in fue valley landscape 

are the primary vegetation. Finally, there is a 6' green space between the 

building and parking lot along fue south side of the arena, where tl1ere are 

miniature cone-shaped bushes planted. 
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The land that belongs to the Lake Oswego Hunt is now approximately 

twelve acres in size. It is mostly level and is largely used for various equestrian 

activities. (See Figure 3.12). As with many modern equestrian facilities, there is 

considerable space allocated for parking cars, horse trailers, and other equipment 

such as tractors needed to tend to the arenas, fields, track, and remove manure. 

Since hunts are no longer able to operate as they were originally intended, 

the grounds have been adapted to the needs of jumping, dressage, therapeutic 

riding, polo, and riding lessons. The club puts on several shows a year and 

Figure 3.12: Looking east-the landscape reserved for trailers and trucks, also to the left of the lot 
are the two distinct trees. February 2005. 

appears to be a very busy place during the warmer months. The former polo 

field has been encroached upon by cross counh-y jumps and a dressage arena. 

In general, the equestrian landscape is changing and is diminishing in 

acreage. The pastoral setting that the equestrian landscape creates and demands 

at the same time seems to be, in part, the cause of its demise. The desire to 

recreate in these pastoral settings also brings the desire to live near them, much 

like golf courses draw high-class homes. So, ironically, the very thing that 
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created the pastoral setting is eliminated from the area, and much of it is lost to 

the new residential neighborhoods. This is especially true of hunt clubs since the 

landscape created for them is usually quite splendid and particularly expansive. 

Conversely, the tendency of hunt clubs to be associated with higher social classes 

also brings more monetary support to the club and therefore the wealthy want to 

live near this desirable landscape. 

The residential encroachment onto the equestrian landscape has begun to 

shrink the amount of land available to the club and equestrian activities. Today, 

more non-traditional equestrian people and urbanites own and use horses for 

strictly recreational purposes. The average age for first time horse owners is 

steadily rising. Specifically, an increasing number of middle-aged women are 

looking for new ways to spend their spare time and therefore have started riding 

and/ or owning a horse for the first time in their lives. Equestrian activities have 

moved from strictly a man's sport to a young girls' activity and even this 

distinction is diminishing. These new owners and others have to find affordable 

facilities to house their horses. With the price of land always going up, horse 

owners and commercial stables have to find ways to utilize less land. This 

usually means keeping horses in smaller stalls and having less room to ride. 

Sometimes there is access to trails for riding and small pastures available for 

turning out horses for a few hours a day, but no thing large enough to support 

the horses full-time. 
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The equestrian landscape is increasingly divided into small pastures and 

paddocks (fenced areas without grass). Large covered arenas are common to 

compensate for the lack of trails and land available for riding. The lack of 

pasture requires more purchased hay as feed, which in tum needs storage. More 

stalls mean more manure that needs to be removed. If the stables don't have the 

pasture to spread the manure on then they have to store it and have it hauled 

away. For those who can afford the land, the pastoral equestrian landscape is 

still a reality. Nonetheless, the fact that equestrian activities are less tied to 

agriculture and are becoming mainly a recreational sport still allows the horse to 

survive quite well in an increasingly crowded world. The Lake Oswego Hunt 

has made the transition from miles of access to the constriction of twelve acres 

and has managed to keep the facility going and the history alive. 

Today, Lake Oswego is a beautiful residential community that is sought 

after for its excellent schools, developed downtown shopping, and its loca tion 

near Interstate 5 and adjacent routes. The Lake Oswego Hunt is part of that 

system and continues to offer community activities as well as a picturesque 

landscape that offers serenity to a busy life. The rural vernacular landscape of 

the Lake Oswego Hunt is an ideal landscape for riding horses. This landscape 

has offered the community of Lake Oswego and Clackamas County a place that 

has changed in its use, but only in the literal sense of fox hunting. While fox 

hunting no longer takes place, remnants of a prior time exist now in the form of 



competitions and trainmg. The community that surrounds the facility has 

changed dramatically from a place where hunts could begin and then expand 

into neighboring fields, farms, and s treams, to a hunt that is now confined by 

suburbia. Residents have given it a new life, a place that is evolving into uses 

that are for all ages and genders. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESERVING THE LOH STRUCTURE TO ENABLE CONTINUED USE 

A hunt club is as an association of people who hunt for sport. The Lake 

Oswego Hunt shows evidence of the American hunt club in a unique way; they 

now approach a prestigious and exclusive activity by making it available to 

everyone. 

In 2004, the Lake Oswego Hunt members and board realized that they 

were at a crossroads, as they were approached by the City of Lake Oswego to sell 

the entire property (twelve acres) for soccer fields. The hunt members and board 

turned down the City. Now they are planning for the future and looking 

towards the opportunity to be an educational riding facility. They have 

resurrected the pony club for kids and most importantly are seeking nonprofit 

status to assist disabled children and adults who want to know how it feels to 

have the responsibility of caring for a horse. This chapter provides guidance for 

the Lake Oswego Hunt Historic Preservation Committee and Board towards a 

sensitive preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, renovation, and reconstruction 

of its facilities. 



The building complex of the Lake Oswego Hunt (1937) was designed in 

an architecture style typical of the agricultural equestrian needs. The architect 

John Davis Annand, designed the facility to consist of a fully enclosed riding 

arena with an adjoining barn and stables. 

Figure 4.1: Looking south at the arena space and polo field, 2001. 
(Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Hunt) 
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Annand, practiced architecture in Portland for more than fifty years, as a 

sole practitioner and in partnership with other architects and engineers. He was 

born in Cheboygan, Michigan on June 28, 1907. He moved to Portland in 1934 

and opened an office. Throughout his career he practiced in a total of nine 

partnerships. Finn names included: Annand, Kennedy, & Boone Architects and 

Engineers (1950-1952); Annand, Boone, & Lee Architects (1952-1960); Annand & 

Boone ATchitects (1960-1964); and Annand, Boone, Brynan, & Huffstutter 

Architects and En gineers (1964-1977). He designed numerous high schools and 
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Map 4.1: The original s tructure 1936-1946 (arena and barn). Drawing not to sca le. 

other schools throughout Oregon. Among these are the designs for the "School of 

Architecture and Thea ter buildings at the University of Oregon."103 Annand was 

active in the Oregon Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and served 

on the Washington County Planning Board. Annand died on January 4, 1994.104 

His legacy is left in many structures he designed, specifically through the 

architecture of the Lake Oswego Hunt. 

How should this one-of-a-kind structure, associated with a sport that has 

now gone through a major metamorphosis, be preserved? How can sensitive 

adaptations be undertaken, given the changing nature of needs? What 

103 Richard E. Ri tz. Architects of Oregvn: A Biographical Dictionary of Architects Deceased- l9'h and 2ri' 
Centuries. (Portland, OR: Lair Hill Publishing, 2002), 12. 

104 Ibid., 12-1 3. 



significance do they hold in a modern progressive society? To answer these 

questions, we must first understand what was original to the LOH site. 

The Lake Oswego Hunt facility consisted ot a connected arena and 
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barn/ stable s tructure and a house for the barn manager just north of Iron 

Mountain Boulevard. The main structure was constructed in 1937on the edge of 

a regulation-size polo field. The arena and barn building were described as the 

most complete "riding plant" of its kind in the Pacific Northwest.105 

Figure 4.2: Lake Oswego Hunt, general floo r plan c. 1990. Areas labeled 1, 2, 3, and 4 are 
auxiliary spaces; 1- the club room, office, kitchen; 2/3--Men's locker room, tack rovm, and storage; 

and 4-the women's locker room. 

The wooden arena is significant because of its size and for being among 

the oldest and largest wooden arenas in the west. L06 The riding arena is an 

ios The Oregonian, June 1936. 

106 State of Oregon. Lake Oswego Hunt Club Ensemble National llegister Nomination Fonn. 
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impressively large, with an enclosed space measuring 106'x 240' in ground plan. 

The completed cost of the arena and original barn, with fifty stalls, was $25,000. 

The arena construction consists of ten 92' -0" Jong wooden bowsb·ing arch 

trusses (See Figure 4.3), spaced at 20' -0" center to center. The two end bays 

~ 
BOWSTRING 

Figure 4.3: Bowstring Arch Truss. 

are standard stud and pony wall framing , 18' -9" high. The trusses are 

supported by twenty 12" x 12" timber posts, (ten on the south and ten on the 

north) complete with knee braces on each side. The arena trusses were designed 

and built by Timber Structures, lnc, a well-known wooden truss manufacturer of 

the time. They went out of business in the late 1960's, but Neal Engineering of 

Portland, OR purchased all the design drawings. The LOH trusses were tl1e 

earliest design available from Timber Structures lnc, and were the basis for 

hundreds of industrial mill wood buildings that were built for tl1e Forest 

Products Industry from 1940 until the present. 
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The foundation is partial p ier and post with wood on soil contact. TI1e 

roof covering both the arena and barn/ stables was a three-ply tar roof. 107 The 

first major architectural characteristic is the traditional white building with green 

trim. The sweeping horizontals of the shiplap siding are white, while the trim 

around the windows and doors is green. The diagonals of the sliding door on 

the east fa<;ade are also green. 

Originally, wooden windows were on the south, north, and east facades of 

the Lake Oswego Hunt. These windows were decorative as well as utilitarian, 

allowing cross ventilation in the warmer months when they were removed. (See 

Figures 4.4 and 4.5). 

Figure 4.4: East fa<;ade historic wood windows and vertical vents, Nove mber 2004. 

107 
Tcu·: A brown or black bituminous material, liquid or semi-solid in consistency, in which the 

predominating constituents are bitnr.,eus obtained as ,;ondensates in the processing o f coal, petroleum, oil­
shale, wood, or other organic materials. P(v: A layer of fe lt or other reinforcement material in a roof 
system. 
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Figure 4.5; Detail view of east fac;ade historic wood windows and vertical vents, November 2004. 

The wood muntins are fixed. The windows on the south and north 

facades have two rows of lights with four light5 to a row. On the east fa~ade 

there are sixteen-light windows (four rows of four) and eight-light windows 

similar to those on the south and north facades. 

The original stables measure 99'x 152' and have a gable roof with shed­

roof dormers. 108 The barn/ stable is built with conventional stud framing with 

roof support rafters and space sheeting supporting the built-up roofing. While 

under-sized by today's standards, the support framing has more than enough 

108 State of Oregon, Lake Oswego Hunl Club Ensemble N ational Register 'omination Form, section 7, 
page I. 
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cross bracing and intermediate supports to stand up to present codes. A hay loft 

structure in the center two aisles, also helps support and brace the roof structure. 

All posts rest on small concrete pads. 

The club room roof follows the roofline of the shed roof over the viewing 

stands and opens to the north and south. The club room, kitchen, and office area 

are long and slender; these are the only areas that are furnished and completely 

finished. A fireplace is in the center of the room on the west wall. The wall 

paneling in the club room is original. There are windows on the north wall 

similar to those on the east end of the arena. There are sixteen panes in each 

window and a window on each side of a set of French Doors, tha t led out to a 

patio. 

A determined effort was made to iocate the original plans, but after 

following all leads the only architectural drawings that could be found were 

those done by Ned Kirschbaum (See Figures 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, and 4.9). It can be 

deduced, based on comparison to meeting minutes of the building and grounds 

committee, that they show the facility as it would have been in the 1980s, 

although they are not dated. 

Today the arena is divided into eleven north/ south bays and four 

east/ west sections; (a bay is the dis tance between each major column). There are 

elevated viewing stands inside on the north and south with removable wood 
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Figure 4.6: Stable plan, locker rooms, tack rooms, office, kitchen, 
and Club room by Edward Kirschbaum. 
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Figu re 4.7: Plan of the hay loft (above the stalls) and the groom's quarters, 
by Edward Kirschbaum. 

84 



I • 

Figure 4.8: Arena Pl.an. Notice the eleven bays, ten columns, 
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and window configuration within each bay, by Edward Kirschbaum. 
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Figure 4.9: South e!evation, by Edward Kirschbaum. 
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benches. They sit outside the bow truss, covered by a continuous shed roof that 

is 6' 6" in depth. The shed roof has clearstory windows. There is one clearstory 

window per bay and each is divided into four with thin aluminum muntins. 

Below the clearstory windows are eight-light windows (similar to those on the 

east elevation) that measure 3' x 3' 9". The windows on the south are vinyl 

replacements while those on the north are original wood windows. 

The east interior elevation is divided into five sections. From top to 

bottom, the center section consists of three louvered vents at the top, three sets of 

clearstory windows with each window opening having eight lights, and a set of 

barn doors. Flanking each side of the doors are two sections of clearstory 

window bands divided into three windows each having eight lights (four 

over/ two below). Below the clearstory windows are three windows with sixteen 

panes each, divided with wood muntins. 

The west wall of the arena has one main opening and several smaller ones. 

The main opening is through a horse gate, which is used by riders to enter the 

arena when leading a horse on foot. The wall also consists of a series of thirteen 

single-pane windows which measure 4' 3"x 3' 6". Additionally, there are two 

sets of two windows adjacent to the row of thirteen windows. These allow for 

viewing from the club room. Originally t-hese windows had metal grates on the 
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arena side allowing viewers to push the window up and better hear the event, 

while still feeling protected. In the center of the west wall is a judge's booth. Just 

above the booth are three louvered vents. 

Additions and Alterations 

There have been numerous small, as well as large additions to the LOH. 

The largest additions began around 1946-1947 when the Barn Managers House 

was constructed to the east of the main entrance. Its purpose was to house the 

barn manger(s) and then later served as the groom's quarters. Jn 1972, the barn 

manager's house was torn down. The groom's quarters were moved to the 

second floor of the barn, adjacent the hay loft, and a singlewide tra iler was 

brought in for the barn manager. 

Currently, the main entrance for the Lake Oswego Hunt leads to a T 

shaped transitional space. There is a set of large Dutch barn doors separating the 

auxiliary/ arena space and barn. This space divides the men and women's locker 

rooms. There is an additional awkward void between the stables/barn and 

clubroom. The roofline for this void is slanted from underneath the windows 

from the stables to underneath the club room windows. It is a shed roof. This 

void was for buggy storage and mechanical devices; it is not a part of tl1e original 

design. Now, it houses a water pump and is used for storing approximately ten 

original wood eight-light windows for the arena. 



Since the original construction, the barn has been increased in size to 

house seventy horses.109 The barn is one large open space divided into stalls. 

Map 4.2: Addition and demolition of struchu es from 1946-1972. Drawing not to scale. 

l 
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Map 4.3: Lake Oswego H unt structures 1972-Present. Drawing not to scale. 
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There have been two major additions to the barn/ stables, one in the rnid-1950s 

and the other in the late 1960s. The first addition is 30' 6" long (east to west) and 

ioQ Lake Oswego Hunt, " History of Lake Oswego Hunt." See also Adrianne Brockman. 
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runs the full north/ south length of the original barn/ stable. The second addition 

is 55' long with an 11' wide aisle and it is off cen ter from the first aisle of the 

original and first addition. The stalls down the center aisle are roofed with the 

hay loft. A cat walk outside the groom's quarters reaches the hay loft. 

'L , Ofiginal Stalls, 1937 ------~-t,(1- Addition ..J..._ Addition #2 r #1 c. 19s2 - 1 - c. 1965 .,... it paJitlng-..-----.-----------,--...... ----. 
.--
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Map 4.4: Stable and s tall layout. 

I 

There is a set of barn doors on a track at the west end of the second 

addition. Above the barn doors is a single aluminum clearstory window divided 

into three panes with aluminum muntins . There are five stalls on each side of 
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the second addition. They are 10' x 10' and are white with green trim. The 

exterior of the second addition is plywood cladding on the north fac;ade and 

corrugated metal and plywood cladding on the west and south. Each stall has a 

single pane hopper window, which opens to the outside. 

Another minor change to the original barn/ stable space was the granery, 

which was in the middle aisle at the west end. This has been altered to house an 

office for Alder Brook Farms and a tack room. 

The interior stable door sty Jes and sizes have also changed in all but two 

rows of stalls. This is primarily due to changes in updated requirements, but 

also because owners felt their horses needed more space. Most of the stable 

doors are natural wood instead of metal. As a result, some stalls have increased 

in size and the bracing has been changed. Originally stalls were 10' x 10', now 

they are 11' x 11', 12'x 12' or 14'x 14'.110 Bedding originally consisted of straw 

and is still used in addition to woodchips. In the past, Shady Oak Mushrooms 

exchanged this straw to obtain manure. There are three east/west paved aisles 

and each is flanked with stalls. The aisles, originally built with an earth floor, 

were paved in concrete in 1970. Originally, the roof covering both the arena and 

stables was tar; in 1992 the three-ply roof was replaced with asphalt shingles. 

110 State of Oregon, Lake Oswego Hunt Ciub Ensemble ational Register Nomination Form, section 7, 
page I. 
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By the early 1990' s, the north side arena columns had rotted or sunk from 

their concrete formdations, to the point that they all had to be raised by jacks and 

fitted with a steel plated II shoe II and replaced on new concrete support pads. 

The steel plates had adjustment nuts placed so that any future settling could be 

re-positioned as necessary. This worked so well that all the columns on the 

south side were repaired with the same method. The viewing windows from the 

club room into the arena are now fixed. It is unknown when this occurred. 

The present clearstory windows are aluminum replacements. The historic 

windows on the north side are divided with wood muntins and have eight 

separate panes, while the windows on the south side are vinyl and therefore 

have the appearance of being divided. Beyond the fact that approximately sixty 

percent of the historic windows in the arena have been replaced with aluminum 

or vinyl windows (See Figure 4.10), the arena has the most historic fabric of the 

hunt club building. The windows on both sides are single removable sashes. 

There are five 3' x 3' 9" window openings per bay and one clearstory window 

per bay. The center bay does not have bleachers, but a set of barn doors on 

tracks that slide to the outside. Dividing the space between the bleachers and 

viewing area and the arena is a set of doors approximately six inches off the 

ground and about 4' 6" high. In the center bay there is a permanent ladder 

resting on a continuous lintel that connects the bow trusses. This ladder leads up 

to a hipped roof cupola with removable vinyl windows similar to the eight light 
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windows in the arena. The cupola is the same width as one of the clearstory 

windows, 3' x 3'9" of the eight light windows. There is a weathervane on top of 

the cupola. All the windows on the east side are original. 

Figure 4.10: Aluminum (clearstory) and Vinyl Window replacements, February 2005. 

Extensive research has been conducted in the hope of pinpointing exact 

dates of the additions but the city and county do not have building permit 

records earlier than 1980. Changes include: progressing from gas to electrical 

lighting, removing historic fixtures associated with lighting, changing roof 

materials, change in window profile and window materials on the south and 

north facade, and flip-flopping the men's and women's locker rooms locations. 

The fireplace is still operable, but not as it operated originally. The patio was 
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reconstructed between 2000-2004. The patio was originally part of the design. It 

is unknown how many times the patio has been rebuilt. 

Problems and Solutions 

Six of the main problems that were identified in the course of researching 

this thesis are detailed below and are followed with solutions and 

recommendations. When fixing any of the problems discussed below-for that 

matter in any additional maintenance on the building -the following hierarchy 

of steps should be adhered to: 

1. Protect and Maintain the identified materials and features. 
Protection involves the least degree of intervention and is 
preparatory to other work. For example, protection includes the 
maintenance of historic material through treatments such as limited 
paint removal and reapplication of protective coating and cyclical 
cleaning of gutter systems. 

2. Repair when the physical condition of character-defining materials 
and features warrants additional work repairing is recommended. 
The repair of historic materials such as wood begins with the least 
degree of intervention possible such as patching, piecing-in, 
splicing, consolidating, or otherwise reinforcing or upgrading them 
according to recognized preservation methods. Repairing also 
includes the limited replacement in kind-or with compatible 
substitute material-of extensively deteriorated or missing parts of 
features when there are surviving prototypes (for example portions 
of siding or windows). Although using the same kind of material is 
always the preferred option, substitute materials are acceptable if 

the form and design as well as the substitute material itself convey 
the visual appearance of the remaining parts of the feature and 
finish. 
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3. Replace following repair in the hierarchy, guidance is provided for 
replacing an entire character-defining feature with n w material 
because of the level of deterioration or damage of materials 
precludes repair (for example, a historic window, exterior porch, or 
shiplap siding). If the essential form and detailing are still evid nt 
so that the physical evidence can be u ed to re-establish the featu.r 
as an integral part of the rehabilitation project, then its replacement 
is appropriate. Like the guidance for repair, the preferred option is 
always replacement of the entire feature in kind, that is, with the 
same materia1.111 

PROBLEM #1-Foundation: (Se Figure 4.11) . On the east facade of the 

arena a post and pier foundation system i used, but this foundation has bowed 

significantly. 

SOLUTION: Additional professional advice should be sought, but it 

appears as though adding reinforcement in addition t original po ts should 

resolve the problem. 

PROBLEM #2-Window : Many of th windows on the south facad of 

the a.r na have been replaced witl1 aluminum (upper) or vinyl windows (low r), 

while those on the north, east, and west fa ades have remained but are in 

disrepair. The headers were not constructed to support the weight on their own. 

They are not only an important architectural characteristic, but also serve a 

11 1 W. Brown Morton II l, ... [et al.) . The Secretary of the interior ·s Standards for Rehabilitation and 
Illustrated Guidelines.for l?ehabilitating f-h Lorie Buildings. \ a hington D.C. : U .. Dept. of the Interior, 

ational Park ervice Heritage Preservation Services, 1997, i. -xii . 
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Figure 4.11: Pier on post founda tion, February 2005. 

structural need. The windows on the east and north side for the most part are 

intact, but need to be re-glazed and painted . Some of the frames, sills, and sashes 

have evidence of wet rot. The hardware seems to be in good condition although 

it should be noted that each window was not documen ted in-depth. The overall 

condition of the windows without further documen tation is fair. It is possible 

many other parts of windows are in severe disrepair. 

SO LUTIO : lden tifiJ, refnin, restore. First, conduct further w indow-by­

window analysis. Each original wind ow should be documented with a number. 

This documentation should note its curren t condition and a recommended 

solution based on the following steps. Protect and maintain: Windows should be 

re-glazed and re-painted. Repair: frames, sills, and sashes have evidence of wet 
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rot. The e pieces should be r paired by patching, splicing, consolidating, or 

otherwise r in.forcing. It should be pos ible to use parts from oth r windows 

(that were id ntifi d as not r pairabl ) as parts for other window that can be 

repaired. Finally, replace in kind wherever possible, following the Secretary of the 

Interior's Standards. 

Additionally, according to Preservation Brief Nine, The Repair of Historic 

Wood Windows, published by the Department of the Int rior: "following the 

inspection and analysis of the results, the scop of necessary repairs will be 

evident and a plan for the r habilitati n can b formulated ." 112 It will be 

necessary to investigate each window and adjoining parts to und rstand th true 

condition of the windows. "Generally the action necessary to return a window 

to 'like new' condition will fall into three broad categori s: 1) routine 

maintenance procedur s, 2) structural stabilization, and 3) parts replacement."113 

Without fur ther in stigation, the windows that have b en discussed will most 

lik ly fall into part replacement, the latter of the three st ps. 

PROBLEM #3-Paint: (See Figure 4.12). Paint as a common prate tion is 

also appli d to the exterior of :1e LOH. 1 ow that several layers of painting have 

b en appli d. Two things are happening here. First, any attempt to repaint has 

112 John H. Myer , The Repair of Hi toric 11looden Windows: Preservation Bnefnine. (Washington, D.C.: 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Technica l Preservation Service . U.S. ,ovemment Printing Office , 1981 ), 
61. 

113 Ibid. 



caused problem due to bonding with the previous layers. Secondly, multiple 

layers are pulling away from the wood in many locations, primarily the east 

fa<;ade, exposing the wood itself to the elements of weathering. 

SOLUTIO : The best plan is to follow the Secretary of the Interior's 

Standards for R habilitation for the method of painting and protec ting the 

siding.114 Protect and maintain: wood featur s by pr viding proper drainage so 

that water is not allowed to stand on flat, horizontal surfaces or accumulate in 

97 

decorative feature . It is recommended that the paint coating be retained as th y 

will help protect the wood from mois ture and ultraviolet light Paint removal 

should be consid red only wh re there is paint surface deterioration and as part 

of an overall maintenance program that involves repainting or applying other 

appropriate prote live coating . Furthermore, inspecting painted wood surfa es, 

removing damag d or deteriorated paint, and repainting with colors that ar 

appropriate in addition tooth r recommendations are steps towards preserving 

the buildings ext rior. "Repair: wood features by patching, piecing-in, 

consolidation, or otherwise reinforcing th wood using recognized preservation 

methods."115 Replace: when replaceme tis the last op tion, it is imperative to 

114 Kay D. Weeks and David W. Look A IA Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork: Preservation 
Brief 10. (Washington, D . . : U. S. Departm nt of the Int rior, ational Park Service, Pre ervation 
Assistanl.:e Division , Technical Preservat ion Service . . S. Govern ment Printing Office, 1982). 

115 Morton, 14. 
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"use the remaining evidence as a model to reproduce the feature."116 If the same 

kind of material is not available then a compatible material may be considered . 

Finally, using Preservation Brief 10, Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork 

for guidelines will also be helpful. 

Figure 4.12: Peeling paint on the east fac;ade of the arena, November 2004. 

PROBLEM #4-Roof: (See Figures 4.13 and 4.14). Originally, the roof 

covering both the arena and stables was three-ply tar; in 1992 the ta r roof was 

replaced with asphalt shingles. The new roof has multiple spots that leak, along 

the facia boards and in both the arena and barn. When it was re-roofed flashing 

was not; installed therefore, a space in betvveen the facia board and the gutters 

now exists. After much water damage had a lready occurred, gutters were 

extended to move water away from the structure. 

I lu Mo rton, 14 . 



Figure 4.1 3 Southeast corner of arena-downspout and gutter construction problems, 
February 2005. 

SOLUTJCJ\l: Fir~l, if fo~sibk the gu 1,1..'rs should be removed so that 

flashing can b r1pplicd wh<'rL nrre~san. ~cond, if gu tters have not been fully 

extended away .trom the buiklmg this st10uld aJso be completed. Finally, it has 
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been recomm( !\<led that if needed a drainage study be undertaken, as there are 

other water sc, cc, ,-aside fr('ll1 the roof utlers, and flashing- that are causing 

problems to tr rc<.t of the building. One such water source is Springbrook 

Creek. 

PROBU'l'vl #5- Drainage: (See abo related problem #4 and its solutions) 

It is imperativ • thrtt the LOH fft'mbers an\l board realize that while the two past 

a Iterations (adJitil)nal stalls) 1-, . re not v,·it!' n the Secretary of the h1terior' s 

Standards wlwri they were add~d. that they are rPversible but also historic.117 

117 Sheriffa Wright. mJ b)- \.farilyn Dunham and r>avi, ' kilton. 



100 

Figure 4.14: N rtlm est corner o: dub ·,m - d t' • nspout and gutter construction problems, 
1 ,bruary 105. 

The two later , ld1t1ons are hist r- ,--11 h .use thl'y are within or close to the 

fifty-year wirn. ,w lt is m < 1 11at :_!, .Jo not have as much significance 

and integrity , , th L)ril,~n< .. s .... .: e b -:>~<•l,Se thl i, dose vicinity to Springbrook 

Creek is not al ' 1i.,_ mg propc-r dr<lit 'ge arou;1d thP building. 

SOLUT -)~, It has l·wen .!1 ( nm,' IL ,J tha t the club undertake a drainage 

studyandif rn cc rv l'!t1 ,1! 11 rail" r ated bv the c. 1952 andc.1965 

additions. 

PROBU \1 #6-Ventila1:011. ror so11w time those associated with the Lake 

Oswego Hun t 1otiLed t:Pal 1
1 (1 ..,ps tl •at wc·r becoming ill more frequently. Jeff 

Dunham, an e f t •pr \''llC' <; J • nen I of th~ I 1ke Oswego Hunt, began to 
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m asure temperature and air flr)w d.iff rences within the barn. He resear hed 

professional sources on hor stable ventilation to address the problem and find 

a olution to the improper v nhlalion. 11s 

The most comprehen ive inforrna • on is from the College of Agricultural 

Sciences Agricultural Research and Coopera tiv Extension a t Pennsylvania State 

University. If these necessary ac ommodatio were not met, eventually the 

historic us of the facility w ul l need to chang 

Failure to provide ade uate ve tilation is the mos t common mistake made 

in construction and management of horse facilities. The findings indicate that 

ventilation is needed to remov heal fror .. l the stable in ot wea ther and to 

provide fre h air to the horse. Better v ntila tio can be chieved by simply 

providing sufficient openin in the buildmg o that fr sh air can enter and stale 

air can exit. It is also ben fi ·ial to provid a coohng breeze over the horse, which 

is more comfortable than hot, <;till air. tct les have much more airborne 

moisture, odor, mold, and du t than the average house, not to mention manure 

being deposited into the facili ', thus producing amrnonia.119 

Se ral factor work a ainst th table a t this point; ven from the 

beginning there was never suf icient ventila tion for the original facility and there 

had been two additions, w ich ad3Pd more olume with ut ventilation. Storing 

118 Sheriffa Wright, tour by Jeff D nhan . 

119 Ei leen Fabian Wheeler. / lor!>e Stahle• 1 ·e11 , 1h,1io11- I fl. se l ·aci111ies tt 7. ( niversity Park, PA: The 
Pennsylvania tale l Jn ,v~·rsity. '.:!00) ). I . 
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hay in the ha loft ha also brought pr blem ' . The hay i • d irectly abov the 

horse stalls, limiting air circulntion. Th refore, Lhe need for a new system of 

ventilation is attributed to on of two hanges: the earlier additions and/ or re­

roofing of th barn. The first hypoth ti-al caus is that hen th later stalls were 

added, th re was no concern for, or knowledge of what these additions would do 

to the ventilation requirements for the horses. The last addition blocked off the 

southwest orner, constricting fresh air from •ntering. 

The original design did not adeq untely ventilate the building and th.e 

additions only wors ned the situati n. The rec mmendation from the 

publication, Horse Stnble Ventilation, offl:'red s veral opti ns fo r additional 

ventilation, one of which is riclge op rungs. T is option would cause any 

changes to be the least rever ible. T e rid ge vent does not have to be a 

continuous opening. Sine" table cupol· s are a p pular architectural feature in 

many stables, they an be us d as a ridge opening. Required openings ar 

similar to that of continuous ridge \'ents, a t lea tone square foo t of opening per 

horse hous d. On a long stable, such as the Lake Oswego H unt table, it is better 

to provide more than one cupola er fiftv-foot intcrval.120 Hors stall ventilation 

can be improved by providing unobstructed airflow and air quality and by 

setting ceiling iwight at a minimum of 12 feet. Th se can be achieved with open 

120 Wheeler, 11 . 
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grillwork on t p of front and side stall pMtitions, no ceiling with interior open to 

roof peak, and no ov rhead hay storage, which means no torag over horse 

stalls.121 Robert Z. Melnick, then Dean of Archit cture and Allied Arts College at 

the Univ rsity of Oregon, he stated, "in preservation it is important to attain 

management f change within the xmtex l of stability." 122 This i clearly the 

situation for LOH. 

SOLU 10 : According to the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 

Rehabilitation, 

And 

cw addition , exterior alt rations, or related new consb·uction 
haU not destro historic material that chara terize the property. 

The new work shall b ., diff r ntiat d from the old and shall be 
ompatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural featur s 

to prot ct the historic integrity of the prop r ty and its 
envfronment. rn 

Jew Jd itio"'""' anc' ct<.. jacent or rela ted new constru Lion shall be 
undertakPn in , uch an:1 r tha t if removed in the future, the 
s:.cntial form and inb•grity of the historic property and its 

environme1.1l would b uni paired.J 24 

The roof pitch and structure of c;; tables was not a character-d -fining feature. 

The new cupolas are diffen°ntiated in their consfruction materials, but are 

- - ---- · - -----··--
121 Wheeler, 13 . 

122 Robert Z. Melnick Lec1urc • Decoding a Cultural Land ·cap , .. Introduction to Historic Pre ervation­
AAAP 511 Cla s. '0\<!mbcr 16, 2J04. Uni~err,ty fOr gon, Eugene. 

12 Morton, vii . 

124 Ibid . 
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compatible with the size and scale and do not distract from original architecture 

features. Furthermore, the tlu-ee cupolas also ad11ere to the color scheme of the 

club. To address the second statement from the Secretary of the Interior's 

Standards of Rehabilitation, the additions were added, and hence can be 

removed witl1out risking the historic integrity. 

Three cupolas were constructed in a very sensitive manner and, without 

realizing, tl1e contractor constructed cupolas that follow new addition 

requirements. They are subordinate to the rest of the structure, but match it in 

scale, color, and material, yet one would still know that they are new based on 

the construction materials. 

The Lake Oswego Hunt Arena and Barn Today 

The Lake Oswego Hunt was listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places on January 4, 1987 under Criterion A. This criterion requires that a 

property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 

the broad patterns of history. Clearly, th0 Lake Oswego H unt continues to meet 

these requirements and has as much integri ty and significance as when the 

nomination was completed. However, buildings (and landscapes) do not take 

care of themselves and this needs to be realized by the members and board of the 
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Lake Oswego Hunt. Maintenance ,s an ongoing part of any built element and 

needs to be approached as prevent,itive maintenance, not a continual and belated 

picking up of the pieces and restoring or reconstructing later. 

It is the recommendation of this thesis tha l the highest possible standard, 

where ever possible, be followed. The primary fea tures that should be preserved 

are the roof struchu-e, shape, and mcilerial; size and scale of the multi-pane wood 

window and door openings including the continued use of muntins; the 

horizontal band~ of wmdows; the siding· paint color and application; and the 

interior bowstring arch trusses. 

The interior layout of s talls, aisles, restrooms, tack rooms, locker rooms, 

offices, and social gathering spaces ~hould be considered as secondary spaces. 

They are important to hov. the facility has functioned, how people have 

approached and therefore experienced the LOH, bul these rooms have also 

experienced rn ultiple changes. These remaining elements should be preserved 

where possible; however, for the most part rehabilitation of these areas will be 

necessaty for the LOH to continue its historic and present use. The continued 

use will invoh e rehabilitation (universal design) of the restrooms, clubroom, and 

viewing stands enabling them to bl' accessible for all people. 

Additionally, thv LOH Historic Preservation Committee and Board 

should realize lhe impc.,rtance of tht rem.tining landscape and seek other options 

instead of dividing up what is left of the polo field and adjacent historic 
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landscap . \i\'hile the arena and bar are the primary contributing featur to the 

history of the Lake Oswego Hun t, the landscape • its own right is historic. 

Regardless of th~ current condition, alt ra ·ons, and additions, the Lake 

Oswego un t -truchires still hold th ~ same importance to the members and 

landscape a. it did when firs t constr cted in 1937. Based on this information and 

the remaining amount of histori • fa ric, e Lak0 Oswego Hunt will have the 

opportunity to complete sensitive pr 'Servation, r habilitation, and 

reconstruction of its structures. 

Currently, the bigge ·t qu stion looming o rer th L ke Oswego Hunt 

members is the condition of the facilities, how long will they last in their current 

condition, what is the races for stabilization and prese ation plans, and at 

what cost? 

Inventon, and D cumentation 

Over the years, the Lake sw go un t l as been us d for fox.hunts, polo 

events and o ther progrnms. The club also offer - a riding s hool to the gen ral 

public.125 To c mpliment the 1987 pla ement on the 1ationa1 Register of Historic 

Pla s, on Octobe1 19, 2002, the Lab_, 0 wego . Icritage Council, a local heritage 

advocacy rganizalion1 dedicat d a bronze plaqu ~ near the entran e to 

125 heriffa Wright . tou, by \farilyn Dunham ~nd Da, id Sk ilt,m. 



commemorate the role played b the club in th history of Lake Oswego. The 

Lake Oswego Hunt is the twelfth prop -rty with historic significance to have 

received a dedication plaque, enhancing the Lak Oswego Heritage Council's 

program to preserve local history.12" 

126 Lake Oswego Hunt, " History of Lake Oswc~,o Hunt." 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

fHE FUTURE OJ- THE LAKE OSWEGO HUNT 

While it would lw comforting to th.ink protection and maintenance will be 

easily manifested at the Lake Oswego Hunt Club, this may not be the case. It is 

known tha t there are conflicting desires for the property between the city and the 

club, since green space ,uH.l outdoor sports facilities are desired within the heart 

of the city. Properties, induding one farmhouse, have been purchased to the 

east of the LOH by the city and have been razed. Desires for property, along 

with financial hurdles experienced by the club, have spmred awareness with 

club and community members. There is a lack of cash flow in the organization, 

despite the Lake Oswego l lun t bC'ing situated among the wealthiest community 

in Oregon. Preserving the LOH could be fully implemented with more money. 

As a result, the Ldke Oswego Hunt Historic Prcservalion Committee was formed 

in January 2005 and the City of Lake Oswego and its leaders are receiving the 

hunt's message that the property is 11->t for sale, while preservation and 

rehabilitation efforts are underwc1v. 

Land use regulations are stTkt in the an"a, and have been a model for the 

rest of the counh·y. in cm allempt to drive density upward and preserve 

farmland. This increase• m densit~ dro\ t other older riding facilities to close and 
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has resulted in LOH b mg the onl_y liding fa ility avai)able in the Portland metro 

area. The contribution )f the LOH (annot be n easured; it mu t b witnessed. 

The hunt serves the ual needs of many young ople as an after s hool port 

or responsibility to are for a hor e. An anonymous quote sums up this 

importance: "There is nothing so g •:)d f r th insid~ of a man as the outside of a 

horse."127 Many of thesC' oungsters, ages 8-20, come to the club for riding 

lessons and to care for their horses. While th H t ha been and still is a social 

organization, it places more emphasis c n edu ation and portsmanship. It 

provide trainin0 and opp rtuni ties for parti ipation in competitive v nts held 

throughout the Pacific Northwest. lLhough the Iandscap and purpos of the 

Lake Oswego unt has -·hanged, and tlw hunting of foxes no longer occurs in th 

urrounding span'',, tJw Hun t strucmn' shoukl remain a it is-- th one 

remaining piece· )f this • port in On' t{On. 

For the uture of thl' H unt to o bright and for it to exist in its original 

building, stabi ization ,rnd rehabilitation of the structure must occur. 

Stabilization should be ,ddre sed in phase and will ,·cguire some professional 

input. To beg;n the stahilizati n plan a d further preservation additional 

assessm nts by preservation profes iomils sh<,uld le completed.128 As the 

127 adler and ad l •r. l 5 1 

m he Oregon ta ..: I Ii~!\. 1 ic f•t:-l r . ation Ot'ii e nffcr as 'rv ic to consul tant and those seeking ervice . 
On their webpage 111111 u1·e,gvnJ01 OPRD , ,, , J, I J'I} index . /:uni there i a Ii I of financial professionals, 
suppliers, consu lta111 ,, design pnif ·si.io nal s. ''11\ co, tr.1c tors. 
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change of seasm1s occur observation ~ming the winter can document the most 

damaging effc•ds on Uw sh·ucturc: this would be m H.ieal time to assess and 

document leaks, freeze/ thaw cydes. and other damaging occurrences effecting 

stabilization and rehabilitation of tlw LUH. 

Rf•commenda tions 

The first recommendation 1<:: the d~veloprnent of an inventory (photo and 

written documentation) of probk 1ns; thi.-. is a <;imple yet comprehensive place to 

start. This dornment h,1s been start •d , bu t wi ll gn through changes as projects 

are completed and new on('S are id,_ n tilicd. This observation and study should 

continue to document any chan g<••:; that need to be made or that have been 

completed to Llw proper ty This pn,ccss could also olfer a preservation 

education opportunity fu r the members L'f the LOH and community of Lake 

Oswego in placing prior ity of hish)1 iL ch.udctN and understanding the character­

defining fea turf's of the ~01 L Fi1 dll~ a current problem within the maintenance 

routine of the I ake o~·'"'ego Hunt i- that there an• multiple individuals 

conducting maintc'nant e"' ith litt!,, '_t) n,, cros:,;-comn unication. Prior to the LOH 

pursuing further rehabilitation pruj ·d~, 1hc b()ard ~1 ould establish a buildings 

and grounds cornm1ttet•, "ho shnul.t tl (' 1 apptW.'t' all projects prior to any 

project being t ,'1dl'J t.ak« n_ With tH~ nd. ,ce and c.:.ocumen tation the members and 

boards will nel:'d ln finl ,1 bc1 lano· b 'hH!en re~rea ti,)n and preservation. They 



will need to promote Uw preserv<llilln .-md stewardship of an irreplaceable 

structure, so the structure does n .Jt ,lis.rppear likt> so much of the surrounding 

landscape. 

Concurrently, additional funding resources for rehabilitation and 

preservation projc•clc:; at tlw Lake O•,N<'gu Hunt must be loca ted. This will 

require investigating g1,mls, fundmg sources fo r exterior structural work and 

maintenance, special ists tc compkt, preserva tinn work, and knowledgeable 

sources to a<lt1ress the> l ,-i.bric of tlw 1.0T I. 
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The tith of the club msinud<:; that fox huntinb once took place in the 

adjacent landscape. However, th:o.igh this resrnrch and analysis the Lake 

Oswego emergrs ash, 11 things. Hrst it i c; om· of tht. fi nest examples of a hunt 

club structure m th.P Pa,'iJi. • Nortl'•\1'sf hut the historic landscape has vanished. 

While many 01her hunt clubs havl real 1,·d the •mpllrtance of the landscape on 

carrying out 'the hunt,' other clubs l'ither gavP up !hf need of permanent 

structure(s) necessan tu c:;p,)rt, ahanJcmmg them an.J creating moveable 

infrastructure tt~nts or t, n sites ) ti E' hunter , hot..,es, and hounds. The Lake 

Oswego Hun t Jn tlw othei hand, 1l l1 ,nger has l,md .... asements and the original 

purpose of the <; truchm' h.1-; adap ed t<' U1c resid,·nl::!al growth. Second, it was 

never a hunt L u bin I h1 • literal and I ·a,H on.a l s<·ns<• Regardless of the name, 

members of tlw L()l r n.'vc1 fox hun ( cl i1 their horwwcd landscape. While the 

landscape ano '~h·uctnrc•·~ m imic th"' spurt, as ,he ',p,,n of fox hunting might 
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demand, on1) horse., l'~pt>riencel1 t el u·d.scap<. I Ic.1unds were never a part of 

this equestriai. land-;cc1f'l ';'he Lh(' 0-h ego Hu 1t i in a sense, a misnomer; its 

name is misleading Jn.,te,,d it mi::,;ht be I allf'd the Ltke Oswego Riding Facility 

or the Lake o .,wcgo f:que~trian G:nte1 l.Juch a chanve can even encourage 

greater comm 1mity in\ 1 Iv ,men t c1n I :,ui port. 

~c nsideratw 1s ror Furtlw1 Research 

This thl sis includec1 the in"t:ntor) and dc1, unwntation of sources relating 

to the LOH, ee1 1·lv h ~l )1'\" uf fox hunru, ~, ·ultun.· ,me -,ocial life of fox hunting 

(hunt clubs), the land,;;;c.1 re of hunt luhs and firMll~ d p lan for how the Lake 

Oswego Hunt shou ld 111c1intain and. •·en"lhiJitale lhe n1 ain building. The main 

attempt was h, und0r<,L➔nd the pl i'J onwnon of htwt J ubs and to advoca te and 

educate for thl' prL':':>erv 1tiun of th r, 1111q .ie stT uctu rL' rmd landscape. 

If furthl'r ref.ear, h v.,~re t0 '1 m dcrtaken, a fr¼ topics and leads that 

should be foll<.nved inc ud , firs t 11 th •r phoco1.;1 ,1ph c n~search and an 

archeological , .. ug to un ler::.tand t1 t' :,i, <· md seek• 1JI he barn manager house in 

the event the 11 emb2r-; dedde th.i ii "'ho 1ld be ~l-brnlt to take the place of the 

current single widC' trai t ,r the bat l nancger call., hone; secondly, conducting 

more oral intl'rVi<.'W'- l,t u Tent, nd V''-l mtm bns. ud1 as the writers of the 

National Regi-,LH .c11r I wtion (A 11• h , d and r ... .1rin Halvorson), as well as John 
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D. Annand's f 1mih, on l fir.allv, .n I.K-..t uth,•r hunt d ubs. Case studies for ., , 

these types of building~ ,wJ s trm u ·l'~ \' ill gmd, thL LOH to comple ting more 

informed rehcll)ilit<1 ti m pruwcts. 

Becausl of the ti.1iquenes1> •I t lis and~cc11a• at d building it would be 

desirable to h;,vp the L1.. )JI locun •'11fl1d 111 the H \B'- (Historic American 

Building Surv •y} style. f· inally, llw mni- d ialc pwjC>cls tha t were identified by 

the LOH memtwrs, historiL prest>1 \ ,1 lil n committee, ,md the board should be 

implemented <1s fond•, hl'( •)me a\ ,ul 1bL· 
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ultural Lands ape - a g o a phi ar a (in ludi.n~ ot cultural and natural 
resour e and the wildlife or domesti animal llwn"n), a so ia d with a histori 
v nt, a tivity, or p rson or xhibiting oth r ulh.• a1 a th ti v lu . Th r 

ar four general typ of cultural land ap I not mutua U_ x lu i : hi tori 
site , hi toric d ign d land cap s, hi tori v m cul r land ap , and 
ethnographic landscap s. 129 

upola - a lantern r mall apartm nt, i th .r ircular or pol onal, and ituated 
on a dome.1 0 Built atop a larger structure to admit h,~ht.131 

E(I)nclosure Act- 111 ts w re a numb r of nit d v· 1gdom of Parliam nt 
which enclosed ommon land in the countiy. TI1is Ireant that th right that 
people one h ld, to graze animals on thes areas when not planted b rop , 
w r now being denied. Common usage is encl sur '. but this is not the name of 
the acts. Indosure acts for small ar as had been ra .sed spmadicall since th 
12th century, but the vast majority of them wer • ac;s d etween 1750 and 1 60. 
Mu h larger areas were also inclosed during thi ,· .! and in 1801 the Inclosure 
Consolidation Act was pa sed to tid up previ th -.,. I 1 45 another General 
In losure Act allowed for th employment of in k>sure c mmissioners who could 
in lose land without submitting a reque t to parl arrent. Und r thi proo s 
ther were ov r 5000 individual inclo ure acts an 21 % of land in ngland wa 
nclo d; this amoun s to n arl 7 million acr s. n 

Fieldma ter-Per on r spo .sibl for I adin th 1; :.)d i:n 

129 at ional Park ervice. Hi tone Landscape Initiati e- ,uidel,•1 , t-i 1 ·.:atment of Hi tori Land ape 
Initiative, {website} accessed March 2006; a ailable www.cr.np xm lntem t. 

uo Bullock 150. 

1 31 Ro1l1, 561 . 

132 

• ikip dia, {website} accessed March 2006; availabl http. , 1111Upedia.org1wiki1£nclos11r _Acts; 
fnt met. 

133 ast rs of Foxhounds Associa1ion of orth .merica. 
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Ha-Has - a designed fea ture within the hunting/ astoral landscape, they usually 
resemble graceful, but deep "ditches" ke • ping a • als within a particular 
boundary. 

Histari Vernacular Landscape - a landscap that evolved through use by the 
people whose activities or o cupancy shaped it. 'Tiuough social or cultural 
attitudes of an individual, a family, or a ommu ·ty, the landscape reflects the 
physical, biological, and cultural character of everyday lives. Fun tion plays a 
significant role in vernacular landscapes. This c-an be a farm complex or a district 
of historic farmsteads along a river valley. Examples in lude rural historic 
districts and agricultural landsca pes. 134 

Hound-Foxhound, recognized breed of dog used in fox hunting.135 

Huntsman-Hunts with hounds136 

Kennels- Where th kennelman cares for the hounds, where the hounds live.137 

Master of Fox Hounds (M. F. l-1.)- Elected officials who ov r ee hunt a tivities, 
manage assets and funds, and work with landowners o behalf of the hunt. 138 

Mullion -Originally the large vertical stone diverter in medieval windows; lat r 
the vertical support strip, vertical or horizontal, in a glazed window.139 

Muntin - In windows, the thin bard used to hold glass panes in pla e; in paneled 
doors the vertical central member used to hold the panels in place.140 

Period Architecture-Referring to the tim around 1919 t 1930 during which 
houses and other build. 0 s were designed by architects, well du ated in the 

1 4 ati ona l Park Service. 

135 Masters of Foxhounds As ociation of orth America. 

136 Ibid. 

137 Ibid . 

138 lbid . 

139Roth, 563. 

140 Ibid . 
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historical styles, using plans devised to accommodate temporary need but 
with original or invente detail and forms bas on a thorough knowledge of 
past styles.141 

Preservation- Generally, saving from d truction or deterioration old and historic 
buildings, sites, structures, and objects, and providing for their continued u e by 
means of maintenan e, restoration, rehabilitati n, or adap tive us . Specifi ally, 
"the act or process of applying measure to sust in the existing form, integrity, 
and material of a buildin or structure, and th existing form and vegetative 
cover of a site. It may include tabilization work, wher ecessary, as well a 
ongoing maintenance of th hi toric building materials." 142 

Reconstruction- "The act or pro ess of r produ ing by n w constru tion th exact 
form and detail of a vani hed building, structure, or obj ct, or a part ther of, as it 
appeared at a specifi period of time."143 

Rehabilitation-"The act or pro ess of returning a property to a stat of utility 
through repair or altera • n that makes possibl efficient cont mporary use 
while pre rving thos portions or features of th property signifi ant to it 
hi torical, architectural, and ultural values."144 

Renovation- Modernization of an old or historic building that may produ e 
inappropriate alterations or eliminat important featur and details.145 

Restoration-"The act or pr cess of accurately recovering the form and detail of a 
property and its setting as it appeared at a particular p riod of time by mean of 
the removal of later work or by the replacem nt of missing earli r work."146 

141 Roth, 564. 

142 Julie Zager · ed. Preservation Yellow Pages: The Compleic Informalion ourcefor /-Jomeowner , 
ommunifies, and Profes ionals. ew York: Pre ervation Pre 5 John Wil y & Sons, Inc. 1997) 53-54. 

See also Morton. 

143 Ibid . 

144 Ibid. 

145 Ibid. , 54. 

146 Ibid., 53-54. ee al o Morton. 
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Stabilization- the act or process of applying mea ures designed to re-establish a 
weather resistant enclosure and the structural stability of unsafe or deteriorated 
property while maintaining th essential form as it exists at present.147 

147 Zagers, 53-54. See also Morton. 
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