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To present a name before the bar of historical opinion for a
decision on whether the person deserves s place in recorded history
involves a risk. Only after the research and writing is completed does
a basis for finel judgment exist, yet a tentative decision must be made
before the work is begun. A pre-judgment of Alfred B. Meacham identi-
fied him as one whose life should be recomstructed. Why! Because his
name intrudes persistemtly imsto the study of Indiam affsirs betweem
1869-1862, When contemporaries discussed the administratiom of the

Oregon Superi dency of Indian Affairs, the Modoc War, the work of

the Ute Indian Commission, or lecturers on Indian reform, Meachem was
anathematized or defemded. Rarely were moderate or neutral sttitudes

expressed. Historians from Hubert Howe B ft to more recent writers
such as Loren B, Priest, Flora W. Seymour, and Keith A. Murray vary
widely in their evaluation of him.

A study of existing materisls raised questions sbout Meachsm:
Was he & sincere well-intentioned reformer, or was he a fool? Did he
deserve the sbuse hesped upon him by Oregenisns and Coloradans! Was
the support of eastern lumsnitarisns warranted? Did he make effective
contributions to Indisn reform? It was discovered that satiufactory
answers to these queations could be found omly in & bilographical study,
The study wes made, and this dissertation is the report.



Many people cooperated in bringing the study to completion.
To identify all by name would be impessible, yet I want to acinowledge
my indebtedness to several of them. I owe much to Dr. Wendell H,
Stephenson who led me into the pleasures of research and instructed me
on methodology; te Dr. Martin Schmitt, Curator, Special Collections,
University of Oregon Library, who First suggested the subject and gave |
valuable sid and advics on locsting sources; to Mr, Dsvid C. Duniway,
Archivist, State of Oregonj to Dr. Max L. Heyman who made available
microfilm of a menuscript contaiaing excerpts from Gemeral Edward R. S.
Canby's last letters to his wife; to the librarisns of the Bsnmcroft,
California State, Oregon State, Colorado State, Iows State, and Indlsna
State libraries; to the couaty clerks in Solamo County, Califermia, in
Union, Umetilla, and Multnomsh counties in Oregon, who permitted use
of county archives; and to Meacham's descemdants: MNr, Louis Hoppe of
Haghington, D.C., husband of Mescham's grest granddsughter, and several
of the granddsughters--Mrs. Marian R. Abbot, Mrs. Mabel Redington Reid,
Mres. Demald J. Stewart, snd Miss Bernice Redington., The contributionm
to this work made by those mamed plus many others has been beyond price.
Fot the least among those to whom gratitude should be expressed ave my
wife, Marie, and sons Edward, Paul, and Devid whose positive aid and
forbearance have been invalusble.
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1o Indlans

Amulrjmmuuu-wzs.msuo—.
County, Indissa. lis grandfather George Meachsm, his grandmother Mary,
and their six childrene~Issac, Ruth, Andarson, Mark, Elizabeth, and
wu—wc—ay.mm.nuu.z Hany of
the immigrants u--o:-;-c-syummmmum
bitterly opposed to slavery. It is quite likely, as R, Carlyle Buley
o-thln.thtttnctu-uchhunﬂo!um-:.w
incentive to migration than were antislavery convictions.

‘ .
i Thomes A ll.nl. Life .!‘ﬁbnm‘h - ms 1“)).

’Or*b—qﬂﬂl-)mm(wuu iled
:ynmnmm.mumuu-mu-.x hi“.

records were examined at the State Library, Indianapolis, hl!n.. The
originals ave preserved in the courthouse, Paoli, Indians; lh-l.‘!ﬁ‘
w):w— County (Indians) Probste Court Records Qémy, 1816+
September 20, 1820 (Typed copy, Gemealogical Records of
Orange County, Indisna, V, compiled by Lost River Chapter of the Daugh~
ters of the American Revolution, 1960, p. 26).

SHigtory of Lawrence, Orange and Haahington Counties (Chicage,
1884), 385-36.

“Rosece Carlyle Buley, The Old Nexshwest Picnsesr Pexied, ASA3-
1840 (Indisnapolis, 1950), I, ZP



Thomas A. Bland, the biographer snd friend of Alfred B, Meacham,
asserted both Quaker and Methodist amcestry for hi-.s George Meacham
and family originally may have been Quakers, but in 1320 he and twe
children--Anderson and Ruth (Meacham) MecVey--were listed among the char-
ter members of the newly organiszed Methodist S8hurch in Paoli, the county
seat of Orange cmty.‘ This record temds to gsubstantiate Bland's
sssertion, and thereby provides ths genesis of Alfred B, Meacham's
life-long interest in Methodigm.

Death came early to the originsl Meacham home. The grandfather,
grandmother, and one uncle died in 1819, 1823, and 1825, rup.ctively.’
The three older children--Andersom, Ruth, and Isasc--were capable of
supporting themselves upon the death of their father ian 1819, but the
three younger children received a court-appointed guardismn. Mark, age
thirteen, wes bound spprentice to Thomas Coffin, who agreed "to learn
[ate] Mark the arts and history of the sadiing (1] mmu."a
Grandfather George's death necessitated the return to the govermment of
one quarter section of land for which he had contracted, and upon the
death of the grandmother the remaining land was sold to pay off the
tm.g

SBlend, Alfzed 3. Meacham, 3.
SRiscory of Lawrence, Orange and Mashington Counties, 530.
Orange County, Cemetery Records, 16, 63.

County, Frobate Court Records, September 25, 1820
(Genealogical ucoun.'v. 35). ; :

&) 03‘“" September 25, 1820, July 21, 1823 (Genealogical Records,
» » .




Anderson Meacham and Lucinda Wasson were united in marriage
before a justice of peace om August 26, 1822, when Anderson was approx-
{mately twenty-two years of ap.u Out of this union Alfred B. Meacham
vas born four years later. 3

Bland said Anderson Meacham was & farmer, an owner and operator
of a grain and lumber mill, & member of the 1820 state legislature, and,
a few years later, a member of tha state unu.n but no proof can be
found to substantiate these declarations. His name is not listed among
the loading familios of Paoli before 1830, nor is it found on the lists
of early businessmen and manufacturers, nor is it recorded on the mem-
bership rolls of either house of the Indianma legislature.

Anderson Meachan was a property owner, hovever. Between May,
1824 and September, 1837, he purchased a dozen lota in Paoli, and in

13
Dacember, 1837, be bought & quarter section of land in Orange County.

10 rangs Gounty (Indiena) Marrisge Records, 1816-1826 (Typed
copy, Genealogical Records of Orange County, Indiana, I, 1-25, compiled
by Myrtle Mavis Mavity, Prench Lick, Indiana, Lost River Chapter, Daugh~
ters of the American Revolution, 1943), 14; United States Census, 1830,
Indiana, Orange Township, X (Photostatic copy of tha oviginal, in book
form and indexed), 4. The census indicates four male members in the
Anderson Meacham family; one between ages twanty and thirty, one batween
fifteen and tventy (perhaps a brother?), and two under five, assuredly
Alfred and Harvey. Two female members are shown: ome between ages
twanty and thirty, surely Anderson's wife, and ons between ages five
and ten, The last must have been a sister either of Anderson or his
wife,

Hgland, Alfred B. Meschaa, 3.

oo wion ASTASET 28 Nomrmmes, Commns snd ohingien fomtias; 47372

33prange County Gemeral Index of Deads (Microfilm copy), B, C,
" ..;.r g:u-mz). B 150, G114, 164, E: 185, 263, 423,
17, .



The long series of purchases came to an abrupt end, probably bdecsuse of
the 1837 panic, Withis & week after the purchase of the 160-scre farm,
Meacham began to mortgage and sell the Pacli lots, snd within the next
four years ha disposed of all his 1-‘-.“

Despite Bland's assertion that Andersom Mescham served inm both
houses of the legislature, the only public office which he attained was
that of justice of peace for Orasge County. Benjamin Cravem, his pred-
ecessor in office, removed from Orange County before the term expired
and thus d a y. Meacham was commissioned to veplace him on

February 16, um.u His brother-in-law, Joha McVey, was elected county
treasurer im 1517 and county clerk {n 1831, an office he held until his
death in July, lm.u The popitions filled by Meacham and McVey were
sufficient to create a family interest ins politics emulsted later by
Al fred Mescham.

Because of Meachsm's later commections with the Indian Service
and Indian reform efforts, one looks expectantly for early close con-
tacts with members of the native race., The record shows that he was

17
born ten years after Ovamge County was formed, and only a few years

“m.. F: 389, 252, 501, 531, G: 106, H: 147, 311, 328,
K: 209,

s (dmm L e i e

l-*- and Hsghington Counties, 472;
Buley, m 27. Orange County, Indisna, was formed and
the towm of was founded in 1216,



18
after the Indism title to southern Indiana lands had been extinguished.

There is no indication that he grew up in a commmity with Indians, but
he was close to stories of recent white-Indian relations, even as he
later mnu‘.“ He could not svoid the stories; they were a part of
American llh.“

Whether becsuse of the effects of tha Panic of 1537 or the lure
of a new frontier, Anderson Meschsm and family left Pacl{ for Iowa in
the summer of 1841, It is quite possible that the 1841 publication of
John B. Newhall's Sketches of Iows, or the Emigrant'sa Cuide influenced
the ‘nhlo-.u

At the time the George Meschas femily migrated to Indisna in
1318, the trail to Missouri was also opened, and in the next two years
many emigrants passed through Indians on the way to the trans-Nississippi
territory. Many slso returned through Indisma, disillusioned with what
they bad found and filled with nostalgia for what they had un.u By
1341, however, Iowa had become & land of promise to many.

1810gen Esarey, Indisss, 1, Explorstion
$0 1850 (Indianapolis, ﬁu 5 .“ s

19ALtred 5. Moacham, Wigwes spd Maxpsth (Boston, 1875), 2.
2050e Richard Irving Dodge's testimony concern:

ing the stmosphere
in which he was veaved, im his Our Wild Indisns (Martford, 1882), 29-31.
Dodge was a of Masch

jobm B. Newhall
PR » Skagches of lows, ox She Bmigrsnc's Suide

uvnu- Faux, "Memorable days in America; Being a Journsl of
a Tour to the United States,” Harlow Lindley (ed.), u* BSeen by
Eaxrly (Indiznapolis, 1916), 295; Richard Lee Mason, ive
of lee Mason in the Ploneer West," ibid., 235.



In lows

The Indians firet ceded Iowa lands to the white men in 1832,
and by 1837 all of Johnson County and & small part of Iows county hed
been surrendered. The rest of Iowa County was ceded in 1843, and in
1845 the Indians were removed to reservations west of the Migsouri
nm.z’ As Indisns moved out, white men moved in; among them was the
Anderson Meschem family.

Bmigrants often traveled in groups made up of friends and
neighbors, The Anderson Meacham and Lewis F. Wilson families were
neighbors in Indiana who migrated to lowa together and thers maintained
the same relatiomship. Although scurces vary as to the exact year of
-t.nttm.u the preponderance of evidence points te 1841 as the year
for leaving Indisna and 1842 as the year of settlement in Iows County,
At least three soms, Alfred, Harvey, and Johm, and one daughter,
Matilda, were membars of the Mescham family at the time of arrival in
!m.u

The early movements of the Meachas family ia Iowa are traceable
only through the friend and neighbor, Wilson. Upon arxival in Iowas he
stayed one year in Johnsom County, had a drief residence in the future

2he Nistory of Jows County, lows (Des Moines, 1881), 290.

24sland, Alfred B. Mescham, 3; Mistery of lews Cowaty, 307;
Portland Journal, Hovember 6, 1935, The Oregon Journal account
is a reporter’s interview with Nellie Meacham Redington, the daughter
of Alfred B, Meachem.

25yniced States Cemsus, 1870, Oregon, Umatilla County (Micro=
film copy, Oregon Collection, Usiversity of Oregon Library, Bugeme).




Powshiek County, and, in 1843, abandoned & land claim and removed to &
wm-l-wﬁuhu.lohn&::q. The Meachams were near neigh-
bors of Wilson at the last lecatiom.

Neacham snd Wilgon were among the first to break the virgin sod
nluq@uck.u Young Alfred plowed the prairie for father and meigh-
bors, and, according to Biand, paid the farm mortgage with the money
an.d.“

The Meacham family participated in the new community's political
and religious life. In 1245 Anderson Meachasm was elected one of three
county commissioners, & position held for ome yeer only, Nineteea~year-
old Alfred, in the ssme election, surprisingly received ome vote for
shexif{f and six fox nuubh.” There is no evidence Anderson Meacham
ever van for public office agais.

The Kossta Methodist Spiscopal Church was organimed in 1345
with Anderson, Lucinda, Alfred, and Matilda Meacham, snd Lewis Wilson
“t.hchrtnldul.” The Meacham attachment to the Methodist
Church which began in Indisna was continved ia Iowa.

In Tows Alfred Meschem was schooled in the rights snd privileges
of squatters who preceded land surveys, Although filing on land claims

“Ogiscory of lows County, 307.
inig., 663,

“31end, Alfxed B. Msasham, 4.
“fitatory of lows County, 352, 358,
301bid., 665.



after completion of tha survey was permissible after 1841, few claims

in Iows were filed befors 1846. Wilson was one of the early claimants
um,m.mmummmm«:;mm

land he had occupied the preceding four or five years. In view of

the long occupancy before Mescham filed a clais, Bland's assertion that
mwww«;«..:mum“mmm
gage seems grossly exsggerated.

Alfred Meachem's fromtier life im lowa provided experience in
the crestion of a fam from raw land, la participation in the pelitical
and religious orgsnization of a society, and in the first closs contact
with Indians, Bland referved to the last as the begiuning of Mescham's
msumum.”u:ﬁuﬁ-'-umum“w
ered the experience a heightening rather than a beginning of interest,
The adventurs took place in 1845 when Meachmn drove his father's ox
team, one of sightesa or twenty hired by the Govermment, to assist in
the vemoval of Foweshiek's band of Sac and Foxe Indisus from their
homes near Iowa City to & new one near Skunk River, one hundved miles
to the west. Thirty years later Msscham rvecalled that the removal had
vesulted from "power" taking advantege of "wealnass" and from a "¢lamer

i v 335, 341; James C. Dunwiddie, Ristory County,
lom PR 1 35 Vi . v

32g1and, Alfred B. I*- 4.
B1pyg.
3iMeschem, Wigwsm and Warpath, 4-23.



a3
for moxe room for the expanding energies of a growing populatiom,"

The incident stresgthened his sympathy for the unfortumate awd oppressed,
Although reared om Indisna snd fows fromtiers, surtured im
Christisn humanitarien and reform thought of the Quakers and Methodists,
end exposed to the sight of buman suffering during the resoval of the
Sac and Foxe Indisns, yet in 1850 it was gold fever, mot reform fever,
that affected Meacham, Tha rush to California from Iowa began in the
early spring of the year, BREyewitnesses maintained that wagon traing
pasaing through Iows County extended farther than the eye could see.
The wagon trains snd thair buman cargoes suffered mccidents, dreskage

of equipment, sickness, and perhaps faint-heartedness which caused
wagons and people to drop out of their places. Among lows County wen
who joined the treck were the Meacham brothers, Alfred and Harvey, ages
twenty~four and twenty-one. 'th-lhuul-ljm’:o!m
June, since the rush through Iows County ended by that date.

The wagon train joined by the Meacham brothers probably differed
little from others. The Des Moilnes Gagstte's description of the traine
vas oqually applicable to all, Gold rush men from Lows County crossed
the ferry st Fort Des Moines, where statistics were kept. For the
three peak weeks, April l7-May 1, 846 ox and horse tesme and 2,256
persons made the crossing. The next two weeks brought the total to
1,049 teams and 2,713 people. During the first week in which statistics

3554d., 4.
m 327; Bland, Alfred B, Meacham, 4
Port aod qmﬁ ¢, 1938, Pasitis Ghristian Advesats.
» » .



ware kept, fifty of the tesms were oxen aversging three yoke to a tesm;
mn?-mmu-mmunmzmu-
wagon,  The Meacham brothers sad thedr ox tesms were mexged with the
milling throng, unidentifiable frem others.

The crossing to California presented but ome iscident worth
retslling in Wigwss snd Marpsth, probably because it reflected am in=
human attitude toward Indians. While resting for a day at Independence
Rock, & member of the wagom train weturmed to camp from a hunting excur«
sion asserting that he had "lmocked over a buck at a distance of a
hundred yards.” When asked to produce the deer, he presented instead o
bloody scalp. The only excuse for the killing was that the Indisn had
frightensd sway an antelope. mmu—-umwm.:.-m
the kmowledge that Indians had mot troubled the passing emigrants,

Few wagon trains in the 1850's feared Indian attacks on life, but thers
was & dangexr of theft and bullying. mumn-uuc.-m..”

Did the Meachan brothers sctually mine gold iam Callfornia?
Bland sald, "The brothers resched the mines safely and were fairly

3THistory of lows Cownty, 328-29.

39204 and Caryl Winchley (eds.), "Overland from St. Louis to

the Californis Gold Field in 1849; The Disry of Joseph Warrem Berrien,”
Indisns Masssine of History, LVI h"‘.

s 1960), 275, 297.
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40

successful, . , " The same writer also asserted that Alfred Moachsm
&1

vigited San Francisco in 1850 or 1851, The best conjecture is that

the brothers probably went directly to the fold fields on arrival in the
Sacramento sres, but fcllowed the mining crowd to the wintering town of
Benicis, Solauo County, in the winter of 1550-1851, Whether they re-
turned to the gold [ields in the spring of 1851, or remained in Solano
County is not knowm, but the brothers are first officially digcovered by
Californis's l‘t;quot 1852 as farmers located mesr Suisum City,
Solano County. The rich lands of the county probably convinced them
there wes more woney in the familiar occupation of farming tham ian gold
mining,

Alfred Meacham believed gufficiently im the future prospects of

his new home to returm to Iowe ia 1852 and marry Orpha Carcline Ferree.
She was a descendant of Daniel FVerrse, a silk £

turer in Fr

who fled thet country during the persecutiom of the Freach Huguenots.
His descendants arrived in Lancaster County, Pemnsylvania, in 1703,
One branch of the family settled im South Carolina where Orpha was born,

4081and, Alfxed 3. Meschem, 4.

4ly, A. Blana ¢ 1306), 189
! d .nfnsunn- Chicago, 3

420a11forate State Census, 1352, X (Californis State Library,




43
and from that state she and her parents emigrated to lows. The

Heachan-Ferree muptials took place at Brightom, _“-m 8,
1852, with the R d Robert Di officiating.

The newly wedded couple sade the journey to Californis by way
of Panama becsuse the overland route was impassable during the winter.
In late 1852 or early 185) they arrived at their new home in Solane
County.

Solano County included the lamd area formerly occupied by the
htﬁﬂi‘tﬂh.tﬁ‘ﬂt‘ﬂ“dﬂl“hﬁ..“ The
valley of the Suisun was the home of the Indian chief. In 1617 the
Spaniards fought the Suisun Indians for possession of their land, Led
by their chief Malica, the Indians were defeated, snd, rding to ona

story, retrested to their homes, set fire to the rush-built houses, snd
perished in the flames with their families., Sem Yeto, the chief of the
survivors, was converted to Roman Catholicism after 1023 and was

4331and, Alfzed 3. 4; Fortland Oregon Jourmal, Novem-
ber §, 1935; Mrs, Marian R, to £, Sterl Phinney, May 4, 1959
Q(rs. Abbott is a gramddaughter of A, 3. Meacham); Fortland Ozegon
m*.-’.m 9, 1935; Nellie Meacham Redington, Autobiographical
Hovel lished MS, preserved by Mys., Donald Steusrt, Meacham's
granddavghter, Vancouver, Washingtom, micvofils copy, Oregon Collectiom,
University of Oregon le-y).

48C1atn Mo, 303.721, Box No. 34375, Certificate No. 201713,
Orpha C,, Widow of Alired B. Meacham (Gemeral Reference Branch, Central
Seaxch Room, National Archives, Washingtenm).

“Sapbott to Phinney, May 4, 1959,

“Gparguerite Mmt snd Rarry 5. Guen, Rigtory of Solsme County
snd Nepe Coumty (Chicage, 1926), I, 13.
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mwmmm-,mau&-‘." The chief's
nose was given to the county, and the tribal name was given to the towm,
Suisun City.

The California legislature organised Solano County in 1849,
4uuaum-muxm.uuu-=m—.ub,m
subdivided these into five additional townghips. The town of Benicis
was named the county seat and the first capital of Califormia, It was
significant becsuse it lay in the line of golderush travel. Mem poured
inte the mining aress near Sscrasento from two directions. One routs
went overland vis the Oregom Trail and up the course of the North Platte
River to South Pass. From that poist the majority passed north of the
Great Salt Laks, the others south of it. Crossing into Califernia mear
Laks Tahoe, thay moved down toward tha Sscramento area and into the gold
fields. The second route was by ship around the Horm or by way of Pan~
ana. From the Isthmus they sziled by boat to San Francisco, and im
smaller craft across the Bay and up to Beaicia, which lay {n the pss~
sage between San Pablo and Suisun Bay. Beamicia felt the shock of the
fivat gold yush when nearly all of {te pesmanent male populstion wemt to
n-'utuuo.”

A warehouse and stors were erected on the Suisun City site in
1851, and with the thrust inlsnd by additional settlers im 1852, more

473, P, Munvo Praser, History (San Praneisco,
1079) 23; fumk and Oummy Solans Cmer s Masd Cowmbrs Tn 1.

A%praser, Solmmo County, 28, 0.
“pg., 153,
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50
stores and homes were builc, The census of 1852 listed & one-room

house built by the Meachem brothers two miles west of Suisum City. The
land was timberlass, forcing landowmers to adopt the Spanish method of
marking land boundaries by enclosing them with a ditch and a parallel
mound of dixt om top of which was piled a heap of brushwood. It pro-
duced hay and grain crops that were mavketed by small boats that pushed
their way up the Suisun slough to the Suisum City docks. The Meschan
mm-mnmmummgnms.mm
of Solano County land wnder cultivation im 1852,

It was to this nev and growing commmity that Alfred Meacham
brought his wife. The comnty grew for two main ressons: VFirst, the
southern border was cu the line of gold-rush travel; second, the county
seat, Benicis, was the winter home of many miners. The incressed perms~
neut and migrant population crested an expended market for farm produce
sud other supplies. Some men who became disillusioned with mining
established stores i{n strategic avess and engeged in the carrying trade
to supply the mew market. Others, like Mescham, went to farming.

Meachsm squatted on what he considerad to be public lund not
!nt:uhl-c!.q.u an sct that reflected the political philosoply
scquired from his pavents and murtured by fromtier experiemce im Towa.
Archibald A. Ritchis and Robert H, Waterman claimed owmership of that

50mpid., 290,
’*m-. n, 7.

g nu-yu.uu. The Faire
“-th-fm Selape Ramblican in 1869,
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land, however, and Moscham found himself in & legal battle that would
reach the United States Supreme Court. The story of the struggle be-
tween the squatters and the landowners is the stery of the Suisan Land
Grast, oms of six comprising most of Solamo County's 545,000 scres.
The Suisun Grast coatained spproximstely 17,752 sud included the whole
of the Suisun Valley and the towns of Suisum City and Fairview, The
county histories and the records of the court cases are informative on
the background and development of the struggle.

The Indimn chief, Framcisco Solamo, first petitiomed for a grant
of his heveditary land om Jammary 16, 1837, Mexican law in 1833-1834
had granted Indians the right of citizenship snd landholding and had
secularized mission lands, Marisno Guadalupe Vallejo, the Mexican milie
tary commandant, gave Solano a temporary grant of his lands two days
after the petition., Solano, 2s actual possessor of the land, applied
for a title oa Jamury 15, 1842, and thirteen days later the Mexican
governor for the Department of Califormia, Jusa B, Alvarsdo, declared
the Indian owner im fee simple. The Departmental Assembly for the
Depertment of Californis confirmed the Suisun Land Grant in Cctober,
1845,

About four mouths after Solmo was given the lsad in fee simple
by Govermor Alvarado, he sold it te Msriano Guadalupe Vallejo for 1,000
hard Mexican dollars, 2 tramssction witnessed to by the commender of
the military department. Vallejo in twrm sold the Sulsun Land Gramt to
Archibald A. Ritchie for §50,000 ($10,000 in cash and $40,000 in motes)
on August 29, 1850. The deed was duly recorded in the recently orgsniwed
Solsno County. The same day Ritchie sold a third interest to Robert H.



|

Waterman.

An Act of Comgress in March, 1851, provided for the appointment
of a Board of Commisgioners to settle private land claims in Californis
and for appesl of the Board's decisions to the United States District
Court of Califorsia. An August, 1852, amendment declared that the
simple act of filing a transcript of a case presented to and asted upon
by the Board of Commissioners with tha clerk of the district court
should "ipso fscto operste as sm appesl.”

The Board of Commissioners confirmed the Suisun Land Grant
title to Ritchis on Janusry 3, 1853, and on May 19 and September 20 g
transcript and an appeal of the board's decision wes filed with the
elerk of the United States District Court for mortherm Califormia, Im
Hovember of the ssme year ths district court confirmed the decision of
the Board of Commissioners and sustained Ritchie in his title. The
case was appealed to the United States Supreme Court and a decision sus~
taining Ritchie's title to the land wes handed down in Decembar, 1854,
Attorney Gemeral Csleb Cushing based the government's argument against
the validity of Ritchie's claim to title om the comtention that none
bhad passed from the Mexican govermment to the Indign Franciscoe Solamo.
Be maintained that the whole transactiom was & fraud of which the Indiam,
Solano, was the imstrument for the bemefit of Vallejo. He contended
that the Suisun grant was mission land and therefore Solano could mot
legally scquire any interest in it and could mot lawfully sell it to
Vallejo. The land, therefore, sutomatically reverted to the public
domsin as soon as Solano's occupancy ceased. Cushing asserted that the
sala of the land to Vallejo covered the plunder of a part of mission
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lands. Be comcluded that Vallejo had wo title to convey to Ritchie,
and therefore the land belomged to the public domain of the United
Sttt..”

Heacham was only one of over three hundred that fought to pre-
empt the Suisun Grant land, but he bacame ome of their forsmost ora-
uu.“ An exsminstion of his politicsl afflilstions veveals where his
syspathies lmy in matters of this kind, Originally he was a Whig who
became a Free~Soiler, and then identified himself with the Know-Nothing
party in Solsno Coumty without losing his Free-Soil sympathies.

Frasier, in his Higtory of Solsno County, sided with Ritchie
and Waterman sgainst the squatters. He mentioned the unsettled condi=
tion of county affairs due to the litigation over land titles, spoke of
the violence and bloodshed which avose out of this litigation, and

537he legal briefs consistently cutline the facts and dates
relating to land sales and purchases; an occasional variation inm the
day, but not the month does mot fmvalidate the dates as a vhole, By
eritical use of the facts pressuted in the briefs, otherwise lost de~
tails can be recomstructed, The data for the Suisun Land Gramt struggle
have been taken from: Axchibald A, Ritchie and Robert H, Waterman,
mmms& James Dorland, Jawes L, Miles, John Long, Alfred B.

Solano (California) District Court, Seventh Judicisl District
(Courthouse, Fairfield), File mumber 302; States
Decembar Term, 1854, No. 44, p. 343 Fraser, 31;

e iy el e N L 1 e

this work, inmcluding the Court of Sessions and
Seventh District Court ovds, ave p od at the courthouse in

Shpaireield 1&:{_ Februsry 24, 1882; Ritchie and
Waterman y. Dorland, 8t al., File 302,



55
talked of the bitterness over insccurate boundary lines. The
inaccuracy {s {llustrated by the description of the Suisan Land Grant

The nature and vioclence of the riots bagan and carried om by
squatters is demonstrated by the case of the Pecple y. James Dorland im
March, 1853, The plaintiff, U, P. Degman, gwore that he had gtarted
construction of s home on his owa land near Dorland's house. The work
was interrupted by & company of persons who hsuled sway the lumber which
be had puxchased for its comstruction. Deguaa accused the "thieves" of
threatening to cut his throat Lif he resisted. He admitted that Dorland
was oot present when all of this took placa, but believed that he as
leader had advised, encouraged, sided, and abetted the assembling of
the rict. Ths "thieves" sccusad Degman of attempts to kill with a
crowbar and hummer. The trial ended by acquitting all of intent to
i.tn.,’ Heachen knew and associsted with the men involved in this imei-
dent of violence, but was mot a party to the affair,

SSPraser, Solsme Coumty, 131.
56pitchis and Watermen y. Dorland, Meachem gt gl., File 302,
5750lano Comty Court of Sessicns (1853), File 37, the People

¥+ James Dorland, James L. Miles, John Long, Benjamin Davidson, Hirms
Hosey, B. ¥. Gibbs, gt gl., March 5, 1953,
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There is no evidence that Meacham and his brother were ever
leaders of or participants im the squatters' riots. The writer senses
that Alfred Meacham was in agreement with the sguatters im principle
and was willing to serve as the public spesker in dofense of their poai-
tiomy but that he was not the real leadexr of the group.

Meacham and many other squatters believed they were on the side
of the United States Government in the contest for lands of the Suisun
Grant. Whan the United States Supreme Court comfirmed the decres of
the District Court of California, granting the lands to Ritchie and
Waterman, the decision did not end all lltt’ﬂa‘.” Ritchie and
Waterman brought suit in the Seventh Distriet Court sgalnst Meschum and
eight other men by name and sn unnamed three himdred othera. The intent
of the suit was to compel cach squatter to identify the location and
the mumber of scres of land which he occupled and to sue for past remt
and profits as well as evictiom {rom the land, The court decrwed im
favor of the plaintiffs and a percentsge of the §50,000 rent claimed
by the laintiffs was assigned to each of the defendants. Meachan's
share was $500 plus $60 im court costs. He and his co-defenders ap~
posled the decision of the Saventh Digtriet Court to the Supreme Court
of California and secured @ veversal of the lower court's decision that

59
cancelled the obligation to pay back reat.

58g0lane County Judgments, Seveath District Court (1853-1860),

(s P To'5T, Eltuhle sad fateraen 3: Doriind, Reschms

St al., File 302,



Meacham asserted during the litigation of ths various suits
that he had occupisd 103 scres of land in Suisun Valley and had built
"permanent and valuable improvements” to the valus of $400. Codefend-
ants laid claim to ms little as forty scres and as much as 140, and
Mmmuuuum.u Each man claimed land in
harmony with the pre-emption lsws of the United States. They did mot
succeed becsuse one court after the other ruled againgt them.

Litigation over ths Suisun Grant continmued during practically
the whole decade of the 1850's even though court decisions favorable to
the owmers were comstant., A patemt of owmership was not issued to
Ritchie until January, 1957, Waterman, who had purchased in August,
1850, an undivided third part of the Suisun Grant, sold his portiom to
George W. P. Bissell in July, 1856, while litigation was still in pro-
cess. The suit of 1855 had failed to effect a mase eviction; therefore
individual suits were brought against sach squatter.S1 A search of
the Judgment Book (1853-1860) for the Seventh District Court, revealed
mo eviction trial of Alfred Meacham, although there were trials for
practically all other defemdsuts involved in the previcus suits.
Maschem gpparently was contemt to asbide by the decisions of the court,
and moved in a diffevent direction to earm his livelihood sud secure
his home. Indications of what transpired are found inm the registry of
land purchases, political activity, and additiomal civil suits.

601tchie and Waterman y. Dorland, Mescham gt al., Fils 302,
6lgolano County Judgments, Seventh District Court (1853-1360),
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By 1855 Meschem spparently had become Jdisillusiomed with the
Jeffersonisn ideal of the yeoman farmer and he turnmed to industrial and
speculative pursuit for a living., On October § he purchased
480 acres of Solamo County land, h“hpﬂ“.ﬁﬂ—al.ﬂh
cash and a firet mortgage om the property for tha balance. The pure
pose of the purchase was made clear five days later when he sold the
ummumu&-u—d‘gnchqm-uua
md for ome share of stock im the company. The county newspasper,
reflecting the hope of the new business vemture, reported that a fine
marble quarry in the hills north of Sulsun City had been discovered.
The editor weat om to state:

to the story was given in 3 few brief words written from Suisun City om

62501an0 County Deeds, I (1847-1863), 545; Solamo County Mort-
gage, 1 (1849-1886), 418,

63301ano County Deeds, H (1847-1862), 544-46,
G4genicis Solano County Hexald, November 10, 1855,
651bid., March 29, 18%.
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December 23, 1869. The writer teld of & group of eight people who took
a fifty-mile hike to the head of Copay Valley. Going merth from Suisun
City the first item of imterest passed was Maxble Quarry Mountain from
which cccld be mined "besutiful variegated marble.” He understood that
mmuw—umm,-:.mua.ucu
never been developed into a profitable undertaking. The historisn
Frasier reported the result of a geological survey of the marble quarry
sade by Charles Rueger im 1876, The survey revealed that the quality
of the stons was of doubtful competitive value on the commercial market,
vhich explained why Meacham's business venture failed. The survey re=
port did indicate, however, that the stome contsined excellent material
for the mamufacture of Fortland cement, but gpince the towa of Bemicis
Mid.u-um-uhammbotm-usuu.u
would be difficult for the Sulsun Quarry to compete with it When
the writer visited Fairfield, Califorais, in 1958, the county engineer
stated the: Fortland cement was menufsctured at Suisun Marble Quarry at
a much later date.

Although the Suisun Lime and Quarry Company failed to make a
profit, an exsaination of the tax rolls revealed that Meacham snd his
brother made a fair liviag. The assessment rolls indicated that in
1853 the Meacham brothers' persomal property was assessed at $1,360 on
vhich a tax of $15.26 was paid. Since they were squatting on the land

o 2‘mmm (Sen Franciseo), XIX (January 6,

$Trraser, Solane Souaty, 93, 100.



ancw-m;m.“ In 1855 thedir pernomal
mqmwnﬂ.mdwum.“ Two years
later the brothers were assessed $1,080 plug $450 ‘o improvements om
ninety acres of land in the Suisun Valley of Suisun Township, Two lots
in Suisun City were sssessed at $30 and improvements at $300. The total
assessed value of real and persomal property was §3,210, the mexioum
worth of the Meacham brothers to 1857.

Rapid change was a constant on the sarly Americen fromtier to
which Solano County was not immme. The influx of people, the improve~
went of {feations, the opening of now businesses provided opportu-
nities for able men to make money, but the changes called for frequeat
odjustments to new situstions and nev problems, Among the new businsse~
ummuwummwma’n{mm
under the business mame of A, B. Meachan and Brother.  This business
wes more profitable than merble mining, but it was not without its
problems. Ia 1861, Moacham, his brother, and two othars~-A., R. Jackson
and E. €. MeCoube~were sued in order to collect a disputed dabt of
oas.n.nmwmchu-u-mmmh-
with the plaintiff's sgent and had deposited fifty toms of hay as

68g0lano County Assessors Roll (1853), 96,
691pid., 189,
T, es7.

7lgolano County Seventh District Court, Willlam Plerce y, A, B,
Meacham, Harvey Meachsm, A. P, Jackson, and E. C. McComb, File 891.

725eventh District Court, Plerce y. Meachanm, gt al.




%
collateral, and that the hay had been sold without his knowledge or
consent and the monsy comverted to the plaintiff's cwn use. Therefore,
rather tham he owing the plaineiff the principal and interest on the
note, the plaintiff owed him $92. The plaintiff denied the accuracy
of Meachen's contemtion, comvinced the court that he was right, and
“--;-dbnm.n(thplquhlmt)d
$32 in costs. m-n--d,-d-dvunlu-:“uud
by Meache=m; be had an sstonishing record for suits lost. The case
just veviewed raises a question comcerning the stremgth of the Meacham
brothers’' oredit in Suisus City. Momay lenders, however, may have bsen
political enmemies.

The legal struggles over land claims, involvement im civil
suits because of debts, the tesk of making a living by farming, the
quarrying of marble, and the operatiom of the carrying trade business
did mot stop the mormal process of everyday living. Mescham was a fam~
ily and church mam. According to the baptismal records three children
were borm to him and hig wife Orpha: Clars Bell on Februsry 12, 1855;
George Perree, on October 26, 1856; and Nollie Framces, om August 6,
uu.” There is wo official vecord of any other birth, but a grand-
daughter Mabel (Margaret) Redington Reid says the family traditiem
asserts the birth of g first child, s son, who died as & result of

B,
ToMeachan's propensity to go to court rather than pay claimed
m:mMMcmowmmmm-

Ppgccrd Book, Methodist Church, Yuirfield, California.




Meachsn's eccidentally pushing him off the bed. The trsgedy, it is
umvd.hmuu-ﬂumdmxm."

Because of Meacham's later work with the Indiang, the question
of early relationship with them has significance. What experiences
with Indisns could he have had in Solano County? The sngver is fousd
fn the 1852 California census which tallied 2,835 people ia Solano
County, Of this mmber there were only 402 women, United States citi-
zens twenty-one years of age snd over mmbered 1,289, There were
mu-um.ua—um.nmy-%n—um
and only thirty-one male and fifteen female Indiems. Ir is obvious
that Meacham, the future promoter of Indian reform, did mot have much
experience with Indisns while living in Solano Coumty, During this
period newspaper and travelers' sccounts would be his mala sources of
{nformation comcerning Indian affaivs.

As in Indisna end lowa, Meecham became identified with the
wum.m-uxyauu-uuq." Methodist serv-
ices were first held im & bome in BHovember, 1549, and the first pestor
wos assigned in February, 1851. A small white frame valley church was
erected three miles west of the pregent town of Fairfield im 1855. Ia
the sams year the first board of trustess was organized, and as a member
Meacham assisted in the erectiom of the parsomage in 1857 and the new

76y, W, J, Reid to B. Sterl Phimmey, May 7, 1959, drs. Reld
is A. 3. Meachsa's gramddsughter.

Tyrager, Selane County, 72.
781b4d., 294.




mmnwuxn.”

Although a member of the board of trustees simce 1855, Meschsm
umwmuwa.m;m-mumm
received baptism on the same day.  Of the three church classes the
Meachams belonged to mumber three which held its meetings in the Turnex
School House.  Among menbers of the Methodist Church were some of the
men with whom Meachsm was sssocisted in the struggle of the squatters
verses the purchasers of the Suisun Land Grant: Daniel M, Berry,
Captain Josish Wing, and James Dorland. One can believe that Methodist
mestings included "shop talk” as well as worship of God.

Meachen left California without taking his church membership
with hin, and finally his name was dropped from the rolls. The Revere
end B, ¥, Taylor in 1884 sadly told the story of the preceding twenty-
six yoars: Out of eighty-one members received om probatiom, twenty-five
wvere dropped. "Eleven were ramoved, some by letter, and some, it is
not stated how, and tem are marked 'Gome.' WVhether into the world, to
hln-.-uo-ouplmlmnu.'“

Evidences of Meschan's ability in public speaking filter through
the Solano County documents. As already noted, he was the main orator

of Methodism in Suisun Valley sad Fairfield, 1857«
1957" (2 mimsographed brochure prepared the Methodist Church in
Pairfiald, California, copy in the writer's possession).

$%%ecord Book, Methodist Chwxch, Pairfield,
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for the squatters, and was also a leading spesker for the Know-Nothing
politicsl party.  This natural trait demomstrated iteelf im church
discussions and court csses, and such foremsic competence also halped
push Meachem futo covetad political activity.

Folitice in Solsno County were stromgly psrtisan, incressingly
#0 with the establishment of the Sglano County Herald. It began publi-
mumu-u*s.m.umuu&:‘mym
yesrs lacer vhen the county seat was changed to Fairfield,  After the
peak of the gold rush wes over, the county began to settle dowm to mor~
mal living. Im 1855 the Baxald editorialiszed that the county had seen
ber best days and that mow with the gold fever subsiding it would con-
form to matuzal bealth and geouth, Tor two years strangers had looked
on Benicia "as 2 wreck since the state capitol was moved to Sacramento,"
but aven though the town had been "bled to the last dxvp" even as Sun
Francisco and other cities, yet it had partly recovered. Evidemce of
recovery was vigible in mew discoveries of the county's natural xe~
l-mmh-h-m.rw-thuhdmmq.
the equal of Italisa marble.

The decline of Benicia's importance and the expansiom of the
population into such interior centers &s Suisun City amd Vecaville
demanded & more contralized location for the county seat. The editor

paixtield Solgne Bepublicsn, February 24, 1862,

S4Praser, Solano County, 301; Seaicis Solane Cownty Herald,
October 2, 1858,

S5Bentcis Solane Sownty axald, April 3, 1855,



of the Hazgld was realistic in his sppraisal of this demand, He did
oot blame the residents of Sulsun and Veca valleys for seeking a more
centrally located county seat since settlement of lend claims had stim-
ulated their business. Ne belisved the only way for Bemicia to aveid
resoval of the county govermment wes to speed up railroad conatyuction.
The need for a bramch express and post office in Suisan City was pointed
out: "The fsland is the shipping peoint for mearly sll the produce of
that part of the country. 'lhmh:’!lu—m*pnMd
their inability to get a post office.”

After over two years of agitation, & county comvention was
called and delegates appointed to meet gt Suisun City in August, 1353,
to consider relocation of the county séat., Several potential locations
wers considered: Fairfield, Suisun City, Vacaville, and Demverton,
Fairfield had the most attractive location and land offer because
Watermsn had domsted sixteen scres of land--four blocks of the Fairfield
town plat-«to the county. The delegates selected Fairfield as their
mmmmmumgnmmmmuw
the selection on September 2, 1838.

Several politicel parties--the American or Know-Nothing, the
Republican, the Democratic, and the Whig--were contending in Sclano
County in 1855 and 1856. "An old citizen," writing in the Hersald, pled
for the election of good county officisls. He insisted that the people

861b1d., Mareh 1, 1856.
871bid. April 5, 18%.
83Prager, Solse County, 3.



d4d not care to which of the four parties elected officials belongede-
Mmd-bhn.ﬂtuhum.”

The Know-Nothing party to which Mescham belonged had little
newspaper support, but it was the object of some humor and ridicula.
"The last Yankee cry” said an 1654 fssue: 'No English! No Germans!
Wo Irtsh! No taxes! No Govermment! No Babies! Nnow-Nothtag! ! !°°

Within two years after settling in Solamo County, Meachsn was
elacted justice of peace for Suisun Towaship {n September, 1854, and
one month later, out of eleven justices of psace, ha was elected by the
Soaxd of Supervisors to the office of associate justice of tha Court of
Sessions for Solano Coumty. He was chosen on the first h!bt." Ho
sexved for only one year, but was re-elected to the office of justice
.nnn-.nms.luu.“ Perhaps because of increasing Demo<
cratic strength, Meacham's political success subsided after 1857, In
the Movember, 1856 election, Solano County gave Buchaman 799 votes for
mcuat.lnl-nm.dh-mta.gu‘o-!thmlw
strength of the various political parties.

Mescham's pay as associate Justice was eight dollars for sach
day of service rendered, During the 1854 Octobexr and December terms of
the Court of Sessions, he served twelve days, and st least seven days

8%anicia Solano County Herald, October 25, 1856,
901b1d,, November 5, 1855.

91 golano County Supervisors Minutes, I (1853-50), 76.
M-mm. 122.
93%enicia Solano County Herald, Decesber 6, 1856,



during the May and June terms of 1855, For ome of these days he received
fifteen don‘u:ctumuu. including reimbursement for twenty
miles of travel.  The standard fee for the service of a justice of the
p.u-lh‘olhn.” Moscham assuradly did not get rich from the
political offices bhe held, bdut neither did he ignore the value of the
extra income.

As Justice of the peace, Mescham handled criminal as well as
civil complaints. The People y. John Patterson was an example. This
case began when Andrew L. Fish on Pebruary 23, 1856, appeared before
Heacham and gwore that Patterson had attempted to kill or maim him vith
& pistol or colt revolver at 2:15 a.m. the preceding day. The warrant
for arvest issued by Meachan was written im his own handwriting, ome of
the rare ingtances in which his holograph has been preserved. On Februe
ary 26 Meacham found Patterson guilty and bound him over to the Court
of Sessions scheduled to meet onm April &, and set bail at $500.

The grand jury indicted Patterson for the crime, but, for lack
of vitnesses, the trial before the Court of Sessfions, scheduled for April
lm.vumtnul.’. Since no further record of the case can be found
it 1s & temptation to assume that Patterson fled the country. The case
reveals that Meacham was no stranger to the violence of fromtier life.

Concurrently with the positions of justice of the pesce and
asgociate justice, 1854-1855, Meachsm also served as road superviser,

Hguperviscrs Mimtes, I, 76, 98, 107, 147,
S1bid., 17%.
9630lano County Court of Sessious, People y. Pattersom, File 11l.
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He was sppointed to thia office on February 11, 1884, placed in charge
of Road District Nusber 10, a section of road lesding from Suisum City
toward Sacramento City, and given a $250 appropriation for road repaire
from the county treasury. In May of the following year, Road District
Number 11 was also placed under hie ntbrln."

Meacham's political rewarde during 1850-1855 suggested promise
of batter things to come, but instead there followed five years of
political poverty. In 1861 minor success came to him again. Hae served
a8 election officer in the Sulsun precinet in um‘u.” and was
elected to the newly created office of road master in the same —uh.”
The duties of the road master were carefully detailed by the Board of
Supervisors: Roads were to be kept in good repair, bridges and culverts
constructed where needed, sign posts erected, and the labor of citizens
and their teams and equipment organised and ‘Luem.“o Yor one year
of service in this office, Meacham received $120. He was mot re-
elected at the end of the one<yasr term.

Following the term as road master, Meschsm turmed to lamd ownexr«
ship, vhether for farming or business purposes is not apparent, Om
July 19, 1862, he bought R. D. Pringle's contract for the purchase of
320 of stat hool land, a contract that hed beea iuitiated in

98upervisors Minutes, I, 11, 121,

9Brhed., 11, 42,
9¢raser, Solane County, 124.
1001p44., 117.

101gupervisors Mimutes, 11, 201,
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September, 1561, At that time Pringle paid the stste §112 which was
20 per cent of the purchase cost plus the first year's interest on the
um-.m He owed the state a balance of $320. Meacham centracted
to pay Pringle $300 cash for his investment and take up the obligation
umtunnm.m On the same date Meacham and his wife secured
from Nicholss Edwards & loan of $1,000 guaranteed with a mortgage on
320 acres of land, one half of which either was not recorded or was not
discovered by the writer. As further proef that Mescham had already
made the purchase, be sold 640 acxes on February 16, 1863, to Nicholas
Edwards, the ssme man from whom the $1,000 has been borrowed. Edwards
Wlmnhuo!bunh.w

Edwards paid Mescham §1,500 for the land, When ome considers
the amount of debt Mescham had d the p ding July, $1,000 of

which bore an imterest charge of 24 per cent & month, the cash balance
remaining after payment of debt would have beem small. It is mot gure
prising, therefore, to find Meacham receptive to the news of the gold
strike in Essterm Oregom and Idaho.

The gold strike news resched the Meacham brothers through the
Solano County Nerald. By 1863 many had alresdy reached the gold fields

102551000 County Deeds, Q, 747-48,

103p1g.

104501sn0 County Mortgages, V (1849-1586), 105.
105351an0 County Deads, R, 476477,



and soma wrote news and travel instructions to the Herald. One
descriptive letter was published im February, 1863, in which the writer
told of his trip to Walla Walls, Weshington Territory, and om to the
mines in the Boise Basin via the Blue Mountains, Crand Ronde Valley,
and across the Sneke River. He calculacted the distance from Walla Walls
to Placerville to be approximately three hundred miles. The rosd from
Valla Walls wes good, except over the two mountains, with pleaty of
grass for animals all the way. The writer believed the gold mines
were not as rich as those discoverad in California in 1849, but thay
patd well. Provisions were high, but beef was plentiful and cheap et
fifteen conts a pownd. In his opinion Lt was only the cheap beef that
made it possible for many people toluy.l“
Harvey Meacham, who had gone to "spy out the land,” telegraphed

his brother at Sulsun City on February 4, 1863:

I have found a good country and wore business than I csn manage

alons; come and help me. Better leave your family until you can

see for yourself. You may mot like 4t, though I do. Money is

::!Mﬁ.dnww"nou‘m‘

Twelve days after Harvey sent this telegram, Alfred and Orpha

Meacham sold thelr 640 scres of land, and Alfred was soon on his way te
Oregon. From Lee's Eccampment on top of the Blus Mountaine, fifty miles
from Walla Walla, Mescham telegraphed his wife at Suisum City:

106p5¢rf1ald Solane County Herald, February 7, 1863.
107eacham, Wigwes snd Varpsth, 32.



Once sgein Meachanm had succumbed te the lure of gold, and with the

rapidity of fromtier changes, the Meacham family moved from Solavo
County, California, to lee's Bacampment, Oregom.

108zp44.



CRAPTER 11

Ihe Lurs of Gold

Why did Meacham move to Oregon? He wes thirty-seven years old;
his three childrem vanged in age from five to eight; and be migrated to
s nev and raw frontier, not to & promised well-paying job. The reason
is hinted in an 1877 letter to Oliver C. Applegate containing complaints
that financial success had hovered over him but had always aluded his
nuy.l The move to Oregom probably was another attempt to lay hold om
elugive financial success. WHe sought also public leadexrship and polit-
ical success, Raving been sccustomed to fromtier 1ife and opportuni~
ties, he instisctively believed his asmbitions could be achieved on the
nav frontier.

Meacham did nmot schieve fisancial, political, or social success
to the degree he desired im Californis. His land and stone quarry ven~
tures failed. In the years 1854 to 1856 he schisved temperary political
success, and & slight vevival occurred im 1861, but his pelitical pasty
lost rather then gained stremgth in Sclamo County. MNews of the gold
strike in essterm Oregon and Idaho offered him an exciting challenge.
California experiences--politics at the grassroots level, participation

ldeschan to Oliver C. Applegate, September L0, 1877, Applegate
Papers (Oregom Collection, University of Ovegom Library).



in the carrying trade, construction and maintenance of roads, and
development of his natural oratorical ability--prepared him well for
hia future career im Oregon.

Harvey, the sdvance agent for the Meacham family, vas pleased
with what he found im Ovegon, Alfred, the second member to investigste
business possibilities, comcurved with his brother. The resl pleasure
was not camping in four feet of snow and cooking in a frying pam, but
collecting one dollar for the meals. Oats aud barley that sold at
tvelve conts and hay at ten cents a pound, with a demand greater than
supply, geve Meacham visions of richness be had not yet attained., He
quickly saw that more gold could be extracted from the miners' pockets
Mh—ma-h-. No wonder his message to his vife was
" ‘Bureks.' "

Moachan's travel instructions to bis wife and family directed
them via the route normally used by Californians: from Suisun City to
San Francisco and thence to Portland, There the fanily boarded the
Oregon Stean Nevigation Company's viver boat and stesmed up the Columbia
nn-cuuu-nu., To this point, *ha inurnay was by water. HNellie
Moacham, in 1935, ssserted that her mother and the children seiled from
Sam Francisco to Fortland aboard the famous stesmship Brother Jomathan.
No evidesca has besn uncovered to substantiste the assertion. That

Moscham, Higwem snd Marpath, 32.

31bid.; Portland Oregom Jouznal, Yovember 9, 1835; John Hailey,
The History of Idaho (Boise, Idaho mo). 61, uhl-uq.m
munﬂmmmﬁdh which describes the
mmoﬂmwuuum&uh-
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steamghip arrived in Portland om March 23, 1863; the mewspaper printed
the names of many of the passengers, but Mrs, Meacham and the children
-.mxmu—n’.uwuqmumu—-qmm
other unnamed passengers. Tt is possible that the Brother Jomathan,
mh--whl-ma.w.,ummutmunuuu'-
uind by its fame more than by the fact of having sctuslly journeyed on
it.

The Mescham family traveled from Umatilla Landing to Cayuse
Station in a six-borse stege owned and opevated by William XIsh and Johm
hﬂq.. The stage made this trip, a distance of fifty miles, three
times & week. !lmu.tplqdcq,nllmm:hw
over the mountain was not yet completed. The only other methods of
travel from Cayuse Station to Lee's Encempment were by foot or by horse-
back, Meacham would not heve permitted his family to travel by foot.

What kind of sccomodations did Meacham prepere for his family?
He was camping in four feat of smow in early March, 1863. Did the fam-
ily also camp out for a time after their arrival? If so, the experiemce
d1d not tmpress ftself on Nellis Mescham's memery, for in 1935 she
remmmbered ouly a log house with a shake roof, a stick and mortar

..f"'u:}f"m-m November 5, 1935; Portland Oregonisn,

SBrnest A, Wiltse, Gold Rush Steamers of the Pacific (San
Framcisco, 1938), 306,

SPortland Oregon Journal, November 9, 1935.
THatlay, Idabo, 96.
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chimney, and a fireplace made from smooth stome, Trees and other
materials necassary for building a log house abounded.

Meachsn arrived at Lee's Encampment seventy-five years after
tbluu; John Kendrick and Robert Gray, discoverad Oregon's
Pacific shore; fifty-eight years after Lowis and Clark's overland trip
of expleration; !utrmu{r.u!m John Jacob Astor founded the
fur~trading post at Astoria; forty-five years after the London Conven~
tion placed the United States and Great Britain in equal contention fox
the Pacific Northwest; tvemty-nine years after the arrival in Oregon of
mwmmmmmwmm;“ twenty-geven
yoars after the arrival of the Presbyterisn missionaries Marcua Whitman
.lh-yl.tyuumuthblhﬁlh.mmuusu twenty
yoars after the first large overland migration of agricultural families
un.mu-tunuq.msamw:uéuunnmmma
Jesse, Charles, and Lindsay;  fourteem ysars after tha United States
eatadlighed the territorial govermment of Oregon; and four years after

8portland Oregon Jourmal, November 9, 1935.

Hubert Mowe Bancroft, Hitstory of the Noxthwast Cosst (San
'm‘“. ‘m)n !. 185,

0144, , 1, 512.

Miusert Howa Bameroft, History of Oregon (San Framcisco,
1386-1888), I, 58.

127ptd., ¥, 108, 118, 134; Clifford M. Drury, Marcug Whitman,
H. D 11, Idahs, 1937), 156.

3gancroft, Oxsgon, I, 211, 408-409,



Orvegon becane & state. These are landmarks iu Oregon's history that
prought it alomg the road of development to its status when the Meachams
and the gold rushers invaded the new fromtier,

Oregon's econcmic prosperity began only [ifteen years before
Moscham's arrival. Before 1848 Oregonians engaged primarily in subsiste
ence farming, but the California gold discovery of that year radically
changed things. The small amount of export and impert trade with
Honolulu was diverted to California. Oregon farmwers produced food and
lunber for export that was sold to the captains of ships from that
-l-u.u The gold discoveries brought sconcmic prosperity to residents
of Oregon, but emigrants were still attracted to c.utm.u

Missionaries and gold helped set the stage for the kind of
Indian troubles Meachsm would face as Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Marcus Whitman and Jason Lae promoted white agricultural settlements,
_mmwmmmmﬁmum-mm.u The Cayuse
Indizns {n 1847 rose up against Whitwan, killed him and thirteen aseo~
cm,dwmmmim." War resulted, bringing defeat
to the Cayuse Indisns and the claim by Oregonians that the Indians had
forfelted their lands, Thus began the inexorable pressure of the white
man against the Indign and his lands in the territory west of the
Cascade Nountains.

4rpia., 11, 22, 48,

Bid., 42, 47,

151b4d., I, 166; Drury, Whitman, 346.
178ancroft, Oregon, I, 669; Drury, Whitmsn, 390.
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The 1848 discovery of gold caused heavy overland travel batween
Oregon and Californis with a consequent disturbing of the peace with the
Ivdians of that area. Gold was discovered in southern Oregon from 1850
to 1852; 4t wes found in the Klamath River and some of ite tributaries,
in the Rogue River, wnd in Jeckson Creek near the present town of
J-m-vﬂ.u.“ The vhite man's i{nvasion of Indian land was resisted,
resulting in the Rogue River Indian Wars of 1850 to 1855, In 1852 Ben
Wright and eighteen volunteers endeavored to protect omigrants journey~
ing to Yreka, California, as they drew near the Oregon~California
border and they asought revenge for the Tndian murder of emigrants and
theft of supplies. Through subterfuge and treachery, Wright and his
men as their last act before returning to Yreka killed forty-seven out
of forty-nine Modoc umm.” This deed bacame a ghost that
haunted Nesacham twenty years later in dealing with the Modoe Imdians
during his superintendency of Indian affairs and chairmanship of the
Modoc Posce Commission. Each war ended with the defeat of the Indians
and with bitter memories.

The Indian territory east of the Cascade Mountains was not
particularly attractive to white mem until the discovery of gold, Im-
migrants had been traveling through the regicn for twenty years without
desiring to appropriate the lands, wanting only to reach Willmmette
Valley In western Oregon, But two years after Oregon was admitted to

188ancroft, Oregonm, 1T, 180.

19arry L. Wells, Siskiyou County, Califorais
(Oakland, California, 1:01 a 139-1%.
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the Union, gold was digcovered om her mortheastern border and in
adjacent Washington muory.m The discovery created a counter-flow
of migration eastward over the Cascades into the gold country without
iaterrupting, but rather incressing, the westward flow of {mmigrants
from the East. Contemporaries were fully aware of the significance of
the discoveries on the ecomomy, on {mmigration, and on Indian relaticns.
A newspaper reported visible evidence of the value of the 1862 gold
strike on the John Day River: Miners visited The Dalles for purchase
of supplies, paid for with gold dust, The writer sttemptad to calm
fears of Indian troubles Dy asserting that three fourths if not nine
tenths of the stories told sbout Indian fights and mmssacres on the
Snake River were not true. He was not sure why "false stories’ were
circulated, but it is evident that he wanted nothing to stop mining,
miners, and m‘.zi

It is difficult to trace sccurately each gold discovery im
castern Oregon and Idaho, Gold was firet discovered in the summer of
1860 on Canal Oulch im the Nes Perce country of Washington and Idaho.
mmum«-mumx.u The larger claims were located
at Florence, Idaho, where, om June 1, 1862, thirteen hundred were worked
by about !MW‘.” In August, 1861, gold was discovered

20portiand Oregomian, October 15, 1862,
211b1d., Oetober 20, 1862.

224(111am J, Trimble, The Mining Advence Ingo the Inland Empire
(Madison, Wisconsin, 1914), 66,

231b4g., 7.
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ntb.lhhlﬂmmhm.rdmmm
not revealed unt!il Wovember of the same year,  The most important
mines In eastern Oregon were at Canyon City on Canyen Creek and at
Auburn, located ten miles wouthwest of the present Baker City, on the
Powder River, Rich placer mines developed in the John Day River area.
Miners poured imto the regions im 1862, The town of Auburn was laid
muh.ﬂwmu.m:mo!:nw.u The
gold discovery which set the stage for the success of Meacham Staticm
st Lee's Encampment was made in August of the same year in the Boise
Basin, Tdaho.

John Hailey, a participant in the events of the perlod, gave &
detatled cutline of how the Boise Basin mines were discovered. The
placer minas of Floremce, Idaho, were playimg out in 1862 and the miners
went in search of new fields. Several parties arrived in the Boise
Basin within a few days of each other. Some camped where the town of
Placerville grew up and others where Idaho City arose. Moses Splawm,
a leader of ome of the parties, asserted that he had heard about the
Boise Basin gold through a Bamnock Indian whom he saw in Florence.
Splavn bellaved the story and in company with seven men started in
search of the country, He met and joined forces with George Grimes and
his seven men, Orimes was killed by the Indians and the party retreated
to the Snake River because of contimued attacks, They went to Walla
Halla, Washington Territory, where they secured fifty menm and returned

24Bancroft, Oregon, II, 479,
25Trimble, Mining Advance, 73.
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ulbl.ﬂhbuo-lwthd-.“ By the spring of 1863 the
gold rush was on. Meacham arrived st strategically located Les's
Encampment in time to provide service for the thousands of mimers fun-
neling through the pass on their way to the new gold fields. Several
rosds started from the Columbia River, comverged at the Umstills Indisn
Reservation, climbed the mountsia by way of the old immigrant trail,
went through Lee's Encsspment, and over into Orande Ronde Valley.
mmmmummm.-n

Les's Encempment

Meachem alwsys veferred to hig location in the Blue Mountains
2s Lee's Encampment. The spot was nmmed after Henry A, 6. Lee, a
descendant of Richard Lee of the famed 01d Deminion family., Wigrating
to Oregon in 1843, he became 3 major in the volunteer army that wes
raiged to punish the Cayuse Indisms for the murder of Marcus Whitman,
During the Cayuse Wer of 1847-1548 Lee ecstablighed his military encamp~
mest in the location where Meachem later built a stage statiom and
bhl.n According to Meacham the encampment was located fifty miles
south of Walla Walls on the "out-boundary™ of the Umatilla Indian

“Sgatley, Idsho, 32-43; Trimble, Mining Advance, 75.

25prances Puller Vietor, Hars of Oxeson
(3alem, Oregon, M).l”;.&g%q#&m‘d
Oregon, mﬁlﬂ.'mw (Portland), IIX (1902),
“‘lhu’;;l.m.m Bames (Portland, Oregoenm,



Reservation.

Gold Rugh Business

Meacham and his brother Harvey prepared to receive the flood
of miners on thair way to the Oregon and Idaho mives. Tha rush began
in earnest in early April, 1863, Besides the miners, "werchents, pack=
ers, ranchers, tm;om men, loggers, and an occasional preacher was
vithin he throng.” The sumer of 1863 saw 15,000 to 20,000 men
enter the Bofse luil.’l Thia heavy traffic of men and supplien £lowed
by Meacham's camp both to and from the gold fields. It was a "boom"
time,

A look at the travelers in the gold yush route is revealing.
The dreving prwer of gold was so powerful that nultitudes were willing
to walk to the mines with scarcely any forathought and few provisions.
A friond and emp y of Moscham said:

The rosd between Umatilla, the steamboat landing, and the Noise
Basin, was lined with people, some om horseback, with a few pack
animals, but the majority were on foot. MNany pack trains were on
the road loaded with merchandise of all kinds, 32
Great quantities of suppline were needed to pruvision the large number
of people. All of the supplies were packed on animals from Umatilla or

Walla Walla, with the exception of a small smount of flour that came

29ueachan, Wigwem snd Wagpath, 33.
304asley, Idaho, 61.

31bid., 62,

321pyd., 33,




from Salt Lake ﬂity.” Seme people brought saddle horses and a few
brought peck animals, but the majority were without animals of any

kind, nor were they prepared to purchase them, BSome men without animals
banded together in groups of four or five and purchased one to pack
their blankets and a small supply of provisions, and walked over three
hundred miles to Boise Basin., Others bought a lunch, rolled it up inm
their pack, and started walking to the mines a few minutes after landing
from the steamer at Umatilla. They depended upon replenishing their
stock of food at some packers’' camp or at stations such as Meacham s.

A oumber of miners had more money and wore time, These wanted
guides who knew the country and who would help them pack their supplies
into the gold fields. This kind of travel was called "saddle traim,”
that is, the owmer of the train furnished each passenger with a horse
and saddle, Pack horses carried a small amount of baggage for each
perpon end sufficient food for the trip. The train master cared for
the animals and the packing: the passengers did the cooking. A saddle
train trip from Umatilla Landing to Boise Basin cost $50 a passenger,
paid i{n advance., The owner paid $10 in toll for the round trip; pur-
chagsed food ; cared for the animals; provided the train master's wages.
and frequently stood the loss of a horse or two, Operating costs were
high., The round trip from Umatilla Landing to the Boise Basin tock twe

weeks, Both horses and train master would then rest a week to

31pid. , 62,
341p1d., 61.




e from the trip.

Sailey, who became Mescham's good friend, was engaged in the
le train business with Willism Ish. They semt out their first
to the Auburn mises on April 10, 1863, and to the Boise Basin
April 18. Ish drummed up the business and Hailey led the saddle
“.36
Success invited keen competition, and prices dropped, Mere
laid in & heavy stock of supplies for winter and spring at high
ices. Becsuse of overstocking, merchandise was chesper in the spring
1 1864 than in the fall of 1863, end many lost money. Saddle trainm
ices descended from fifty to forty and to thirty dollars a pessenger.
~throat competition drove many out of business. mms:;.m
of sixteen to twenty~five cents per pound also dropped.

Fred Nodine, one of the first settlers in the Grands Ronde
alley, profited by the demand for supplies as early as 1862, He
@ crude hay baler tist baled tall rye and bunch grase in bum-
les of convenient size, slung them between two pack horses, carried
to the saow line in the mountains where snimsl feed was scarce,
nuth-!unﬂcm.”

Jacksouville, Oregon, & former goldmining center, greedily

B1vgd., 61, 62,
361p1d.
3zngg., 6.

L u’:nmnnu-nmm (Portland, Oregonm,
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sought ways to participate im the profits of the new gold fields., In
1862, when the John Dey River mines were baing exploited, ths editor of
the Oregon Sentinel tried to promote wagon frieght business between
Jacksomville and the mines {n eastern Oregon. He repcrted that Frank
Smith of Jacksonville Valley had just returned from the John Day mines
with & train of twelve wagons, a trip of fifteen days over a good road
with plenty of water and grass. The editor estimated that a wagon
train of 6,000 pounds of flour would net a profit of $1,650, and urged
businsssmen to venture thei- money. Ris list of prices at the Auburn
mines--coffea at forty centes a pound, apples at twenty-six, sugar at
thirty-three and cne half, sutton and beef st twenty to thirty, Clour
st twenty-seven, besns at twenty-five and bacom at thirty to forty
cents--was held out as tantalizing htt.”

Some Oregoniasns thought the gold rush fever was a form of
insanity and deplored the exit of the Willamette Valley voting popula-
tion to the gold mines. The Portland Oregonian pointed out that the
rich mines were on the farms and that gold-seeking was a "will of the
m’._.“

Tn 1863, becsuse of the large amount of gold dust in clircula-
tion, greenmback momey was unpopular, though legal, It depreciated to
forty-five cents on the dollar. Gold dust was a more popular medium of
exchange, Rach businessman owned a blower to cloan the dust and scales

393acksonville Oregon Sentimel, Auguet 9, 1862,
4%Portiand Oregontam, March 10, 1863.
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Al
o waigh it, Bven taxes wore paid ia gold dust. The county

comaissioners of Umatilla County recoguised the problem iuvolved in
collecting taxes im that medium, snd by special actiom in 1364 voted
to reimburse the gheriff with county funds in the sum of $20.38 for
:hlmofpuhunh.hm.“

Yato thisg busiscss climate NMeacham moved when he establighed
Meachanm Station st Lee's iIncaspment.

The stage station and hotel established by Meacham was an imme-
diaste success because of ite strategic locatiem, the volume of business,
and the quality of its hospitality to which both Mr. and Mrs. Meacham
contributed, First there was the persomality and the character of
mmxt."-mmmmmxduumtmm
beard and hair." In 1873 a political ememy stated that Meacham was
“a man of warm impulses, positive character, and stromg will, snd has
very msny attached persomal friends. ..."“ The editor of the Pasific
Chrigtisn Advecate, the Reverend H. K. Hines, declared im 1882 that
"Mr, Meacham was a msn of genercus impulses, kind hearted, zealous,

4lugstory of Usios and Hallows Countiss, 146.

42pmatilla County (Oregon) Court Journal, A (1863-1866), 64.
mu:uuc-nqmwucmmmmmum
courthouse at Pendletom, Oregon, WEA tramscripts of many of the earlier
m..u—anuwbnmu&mquum
Library and in the State Archives, Salem, Ovegom.

&rg, W, J. Reid to B. Sterl Fhinmey, May 7, 1959,
Ghgalem Oxogon Statesman, April 15, 1873.
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u-umn-ucu-....'“ These characteristics would be am
asset in any business that served the public.

The quality of MNrs, Meacham's cooking was & positive factor inm
the success of Meacham Station. Nellie Meacham never tirved of bragging
en her mother's cresm of tartar bigcuits, dried apple ple, beef steak
u.h“m..b“-lchddu-m. Its fome spread
throughout the Northwest.

Tired and weary travelers looked forward to the warmth of
Maachan's hospitality. A traveler in 1868 testified to this fact in an
axticle entitled "Time Flys, So Does Halley's State." Called out of bed
at 1100 a.m., he boarded the stage and "rolled and tumbled over a rough
road to Meacham's. . . . Arriving at Meachan's we partook, with & mag~
_mmam—-m:,hqmmmmmuu
Mountain Camp i{s worldewide noted." Hailey, whose stages ended their
first day's run at Meacham Station, seid thet it “was @ romantic place
u&.-&tdmmhdmh’tb’mhul.l.“h:
and his brother Hagvey. The accomodations were always first class.”
The Blus Mountsin Times, referring to Moschams' currvent advertisement,

d thet it led the Moschsm family's estexprise, that they
were still rusning the ion in the Blue NMountains, and that

“pacifis Christiss Advocate, XXVIII (March 2, 1282), 5.
48p0dington, Autobiographical Novel, &, 107.

4714 Grande Ozgnd Bonde Sentinel, October 24, 1868.
“Sgatley, Idsho, 97.



-n-uqq-t—m.:ummpm-uuusmwmm
are capable of doing Lic.”

Because the public was satisfied, Meacham's business grew, and
by the spring of L665 & mew hotel building wes under constructicm, It
was sixty feet icag and forty feat wide, built of logs, and Located on
higher ground, The building contained men's rooms, women's roons, dim~
ing and general sitting vooms. A ten-foot porch extended the fuil
length of the buildiag. The kitchen, storercos, and one bedrcom were
located im the reaxr. The sccond story supplied several bedrocas sod &
general bupkroom for men. Men's and wooen's quarters were scach equipped
with huge fireplaces. These were made of vock, held togother with home-
-b-u’:u. The upper part of the chimney was made of sticks and
morear. (A chimmey so constructed could have been the cause of the
!trc“w&hulhu‘..)st The dinlug xocwm was located
betwean the men's and women's roous.

um.m.;;mmnbuhnm.n Meachsm later
becane s temperance orator, but during his first years im Ovegom he
did nmot hesitate to secure a liguor license and dispense spirited bever-
ages to his custemers. The first licenses issued by Che coumissioners

4513 Grande Blue Mountain Times, August 1, 1868,
50pedington, Autcbiographical Movel, 1.
51pendleton Esgt Oxegonian, Msy 20, 1889.
525edington, Autobiographical Novel, 1.

33%1and, 5 4-5
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of the newly formed Umatilla County were liguor licenses. Six were
m-mnm.mum-mwn-hn-;‘mma
Lee's Bncampment. It cost fifty dollars for six momths. The last
1iquor licemse gramted to the Mescham brothers expired om December 1,
uu.” There is mo record of any additionsl license issued to them,

Much help was needed to operate Mescham Station. Soom after
nﬂ-“umm'.-——nw,:ummunu
his sister Matilda to work with him asd Harvey. The three mon oper-
ated undar che firm name of Meacham and Brothers, In 1865 Fred Foster
dnmzupm—mmmn This crew operated the
toll road as well as the stage station.

Toll Boads, Ferries, and Bridges

The discovery of gold in eastern Oregom and Idaho preceded
settlement, The old immigraat trail, twenty ailes wide im places, was
not a prepared road om which stagecoaches and freight wagons could
travel.

Bafore the gold rush, all Oregon cast of the Cascade Mountains
was ome county, Wesco, with The Dalles as county seat., From it seventeen

Siumatilla County Court Journal, A, 5,

S5Umatilla County Liquor Licanse Record Beok (1866-18%4), 3, 7.

5641ath United States Cemsus, 1870, Orcgon, Umatilla County
(Microfila copy, Oregon Collectiom, University of Oregon Library);
Redington, Autobiographicsl Novel, 3, 91.

STumatilla County Sheriff Cengus Emumeration (State Avchives,
Salem, Oregon), 1865 A; Redingtom, Autoblographical Novel, 101,




™

.umn;l. counties were created of which Umstilla (1862) was the
second,  Meachan moved to Lee's Incampment the year after Umstilla
County was formed and but cme year before the forming of Unieca County,
vhich joins Umatilla on the southesst. With spproximately five hundved

sgricultural settlers in the besutiful and fertile Grande lomde Valley,
James M. Pyle, chairman of the Committee om Corporatioms in the Oregon
Semate, introduced & bill on September 16, 1864, to create and organize
Union County. Five days later section eight of the bill was amended ]

On October 14 the amended bill was passed and signed by the governmor.
h&lﬁolu-thuutyu‘:.“

Meachan was aware of the buginess significance of the permanmeat
settling of land and of the large volume of tramsient traffic caused by

< o
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the rush into the Boise Basin in 18563, There was an lmmediate need for
better roads, which could be built only by private emterprise since
there was insufficient white population te provide adequate tax monmey

581aventory of the County Arshives of Oresen. Ne. 30. Umatills
33‘: (Portland, 1942), A-37; History of Unien spd Mallows Countiss,

59"Journal of Senate,” September 16, 1864, September 21, 1864,
“Special Laws," 3rd regular session of September 12-October 22, 1864,
Laws and Journals (Salem, Ovegon, 1864-1865), 37-39,

60114, |
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end labor. The opportunity for profits attracted emtrepremeurs, of
whom Mescham was ome, He drew oan his Califormia experienmce 2z road
saster and turned instimctively to buildimg and operating a toll road.
Oregon's 1862 rcad law permitted county ccurts to lease public
roads in sparsely settled areas to perscms or corporations for a tem~
year period, The law provided for the collectiom of toll at designated
gates and at publicly posted rates. Travelers were lisble to the lessee
!whl“m“o!huuﬂdqcﬂumﬂm.u
Among the first road corporations formed under the 1862 law
was the Powder Road and Bridge Company, with headquarters at Auburn in
Baker County. The incorporation articles were signed by B. H, Bellnap,
A, B, Roberts, G. Collin Robins, and Samuel J. Clarke. Clarke was the
clerk of Baker County and later became 2 close friemd and supporter of
mu

The main road over which Meacham obtained control was origimally
incorporated on Jamusry 2, 1863, under the nsme of Umstilla and Powder
River Road Company, st Lafayette, Ovegon. The articles of Incorporation
tained no imation dste. The company had a capital stock of

$5,000, divided iato shares of $100 each, The principal office wes
located at Marshall in Usstilla County. The road was to begin there
and run by the best and most divect route via Lee's Encanpment and

Grande Ronde Valley to a point om the west side of the Powder River

6. 3, Dendy (eonp.), Sanans xsmcn, 1845-84 (Portland,
Oregon, 1866), 619. 5 —e

62corporation Commission Office (Salem, Oregon), File No. 4208.
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Valley near where the old {mmigrant road emtered it.

The exact date Moschanm bought this road is mot knowm, but it
must have been earlier thas March 16, 1865, when Stephen Coffim sold
for $500 snother toll road to the Mescham brothers--the La Grande and
Unatilla Landing Wagon Road and Bridge Corpuny. Included in the sale
was Coffin's one-third undivided interest in the bridge across the La
Grende River at the town of Ore Dell. The price paid indicates that
the rosd was not of grest valve, but the purchuse did secure the bridge
across the La Orande River. In the early spring of 1863 stageccaches
could go only as far as Cayuse Station on their journey from Umetilla
Landing. This station was located at the foot of the Blue Mountains'
north eido just before the steep ascent. The road betwesn Cayuse Sta~
tul-lhm'hhu-lmts-l-cwamtncm
and wagon freight travel wmtil 1864,  Since it would have taken months
to improve the road, onme i{s led to believe that Mescham secured control
of the Umatilla end Powder River Road Company some time im 1863, or mot
later than early 1864,

The distance from the beginmning of the Mescham Road at Marshall
to Meacham Station was approximately forty-eight miles; from Meacham
Station to La Grande, about twenty-five and from La Grande to the

631b1d., File No. 3332,

64Unton County (Ovegon) Deed Record, A, 51. All Union Couaty
records referred to im this study are preserved in the courthouse at
La Grande, Oregom.

651atley, Idabo, 92.




Powder River, about twenty-five: a total of almost & hundred miles. The
toll voud operated cm & large scals.

Toll road and toll bridge builders raced to see who could be
‘zu-uuulhnum. Construction and repair of roads was hard
work, and took capital funds, The purchase of stage wagoms, horses,
umm-wntmmman.mmm-a-nw
a8 soon as the roads were in proper conditiom to receive them,

Stages started operating in the early swmer of 1864, freight wagons im
late summer, Until this time all freight had been packed {ato the min~
ing sress by snimal trains, BEven after fraight wagons were put om the
roads, pack trains were used to haul freight during the winter and

The introduction of freight wagous, however, caused a drop in rate.
There was no central planning of the toll-road system, which
developed iato s hodgepodge of obstacle courses from Umatilla Landing
to Boise Basin., George B. Currey, Commander of K Company, First Oregon
Volunteer Cavalry, reported that his troops left Fort Walla Walla om
April 28, 1864, and arrived in the Grande Konde Valley im early May.
With understandable sarcesm he described the army's journey over the
toll roads:

ot T L o

every mmmful of brugh throws into & rut, placarded wi
fc artistic letters--'Toll Road' or ‘Br o

661b3d., 9.
571n4d., 92.




A look st the toll rates revesls why Mescham found im toll roads
a profitable business. Iz Februsry, 1866, M. E. Goodwin received a six-
month license from the Umatilla County Court for the toll bridge across

the Umatilla River. He was suthorized to charge the following toll rates:
An empty wagom with one span of horses or oxen, $1,00; a loaded wagoa
with one gpan of horses or oxen, Ql.!o;u..lﬁu-ﬂwz,t.ul—
and horse, $.50; pack animals, §.12%; and loose stock, ;aw. Ferry
boat rates were slightly cheaper tham toll bridge fees. The rise and
fall of businesses were directly affected by the toll rates. Hailey
pointed out that im 1865 the freight wagons charged less per pound for
freight than pack traing and that

Tolls were still very high on the roads at bridges and ferries, and

it would take nearly half the earnings of a pack anisal to pay his

tolls. llh-:.-ﬂmmzh:~'hhd~n traing quit
the buginess. . . -

In 1870 newspapers complained sbout the high cost of tolls. The
Mountain Seatisel asserted that a trip to Walla Walla from Union Coumty or

= :unnsmunmmum Oregon,

6%matills County Court Jourmals, A (1866), 202-208.
70paatills County Court Journal, B (1867), 105.

"lgailay, Idaho, 99.
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to Umatills Landing cost not less tham $60 & trip., A traveler to Ideho

The Oxsson Papers pointed out thet inm the 1860's the Mescham
Road wis 2 "bononsza.” An estimated 100 to 500 footmen, 25 to 40 horse~
men, and from 80 to 150 pack amimals passed through the toll gate each
day, The toll rates were $.40 for pack animals, $.50 for footmen, end
Ol.wutha—.n What was 2 “bomanza’ to the toll road owmer was
& resented tax to freighters and travelers.

In the fall of 1864 the miners left for the cities of Oregon
end California to visit their families and spend their gold. They ree
turned to the mines im the sprimg of 1865, Meacham prepared for the
spring rush with & new hotel, but the toll road improvement was not
completely finished until later in the sumer. On this job he spent
$81,000. mm-—um.mﬂmmu-mm”h
over the Mescham Roed to the Boise Basin, fifteen or twenty a day,
Prosperity was st its height in 1865, Steamboats were idle
from December 1, 1864, to March 1, 1863, because of the frosen river.

7314 Grande Movatain 1870, quoted (n the Higtory
PR A g0’ - i .

73p, W, stearns, Oregon Papers (Portland, 1882), VII-X, 7,
b,
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on March 1, an Orvegon Steamship Navigation Company boat docked at
{1la Landing "literally jemsed with passengers.” They were miners

to the Boise Basin to replenish their depleted treasurics., Few
the men paid any actentiom to the Usatilia stoves and hotels, but
{inmadistely to the mines. The trip overland wes hard; many men
tenced snow blindness. Stesmers arrived at Usatills Landing three
imes & woek loaded with both passengers and freight for the Boise Basin:
far it wos the greatest rush into the gold £ields, The road from
river boat landing was lined with pecple, The saddle trains and stage-
lumw.hu—u-”;l. It was a peak year for gold

The expansion of business called for additiomsl capital.
was able to finance his own business expansion for the most part,
in spite of & boom year, by October he was secking new monay. He
a;t.:.uuumm:mu.m."u—n--
tober 3, 1865, he borrowed $5,000 secured by a mortgage om the Umatilla
Powder River Clay Rosd Company. It was = thirty-day loan with inter-
St Yate at ome per cont per meath., A default in payment empowered Carter
o sell the toll road, to subtract from the sale price the smount owed,
ummmmumwm." When and how
this loan was repsid is not clesr. In the mergin beside the loan record
there is written the phrase "satisfied on foreclosure." Wo date is given

TSRatley, Idabo, 216-17.
76portiand Directory (Portland, Ovegom, 1865),
Tlynion County Mortgage Record, A, 70.
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sor is there further explanation, but the passing of the road from the
control of the Mescham brothers to other hands was yet several yesrs in
the future.

Zoll Road and Stage Competition

The Meacham Rosd was the most used, but it had strong competi-
tion, especislly from the Thomas and Ruckel Road. This voad led out of
the Grande Ronde Valley via the route takem by the sarlisst lmmigrantses
Nathaniel Wyeth, Jasom Lee, and Marcus Whitman, It was the wmost direct
mumumu.”umwmmuamu-m-m
of the Meacham route. It was the highway to the gold [ields generally
uged until the sumser of 1863. The Thomas aad Ruckel Road ran from
Walluls, & river port, to Wallas Walla and ou over the Blue Mountains.
The Meschsn and the Thomas and Ruckal rosds wers improved for stage
travel at sbout the same time. WHailey began rumning his stages over the
mu»—e:—x.m.” George ¥. Thomas, of the Thomss and
hh:ohd.nsmnmuundhmurbmmo!m
yoar. The two stage lines as well as the two toll roads competed for

traific,

The two toll rosds passed through the Umatills Indisn

Stailey, Idaho, 97: Leslie M. Scott, "Pionser Stimulus of
Historical Quarterly 3

Gold, "

u;fu.u XVII1 (September, 1917),
”-thl Adaho, 96.
O, 97.
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Reservation for which permission had to be secured from the Indisn
Service of the United States Uovernment, Nellie Meacham asserted that
her father secured a licemse to rum his rosad through the Reservation and
in return for this permit, "Indians were allowed free passage over the
well-kept ra.d.""

Meacham was a Hailey partisan in the competition between the
stage lines because Halley's stages traveled over his toll road. Halley
won the time competition with a sixty-five mile run from Usstilla Landing
to Meachan Station the first day, whereas his competitor traveled omly
thirty-cne miles, from Wallula to Walla Walla. Thomas' stage carried
the mail by subcomtract with Bem Holladsy and momopolised om the carry-
ing of treasure, fast freight, letters, and Portland newspspers through
s contract with Vells, Fargo Company. Hailey best the competition om
all counts by dal!ivering mail and newspapers to Boise Basin one day
socner and at chesper rates tham Thomas, and by heuling large smounts
of gold at freight rather thaa express rates with the owner assusing
the risks. By late fall of 1864 Hailey had the upper hand, and Thomas'
business declined. During the winter, Thomas large American horses
ate up the profits in feed. Nailey's medium-sized half-bread horses
thrived on buach grass., Since Thomas had the mail comtract, his stages
bad to travel during the bad wimter momths, making his big horses work
and eat; Hailey's horses rested more and ste luo.”

Williem K. Ish sold cut to his partner, Eailey, in 1865, and

Slgedington, Autobiographical Novel, 6.
82Hailey, ldsho, 97-99.
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bought & half taterest iam Thomas' line which was then renamed Thomas,
Ish and Company. Before the year eunded the mew company went out of
business and sold part of its volling stock to Hailey, and the rest to
mnﬂm.“ Hatlley 's victory was due not only to his business
scumen, but also to the fact that Mescheam Road was the best and shortest
route to the Boise Basin,

Mmh““mmum-lu-nlunuu of stage
companies and stage ruas. Bach cne was an sttempt to adjust to the
changing need of & rapldly developing fromtier., Each adjustment of the
stageccach business and the increase or decresse of traffic iato the
gold fislds affected directly the business on Meacham's toll road, When
prices were high, profits were easy. When competition was strong, toll
rates were ioweved, and 90 were profits. The begimaing of freight-
wegon hauiing in 1865 forced rates dowm to six and eight cents a pound
tanmw.u The decreased income on the part of the packers
and the freighters put them into conflict with the operators of toll
reads, for high tolls tended to eat up profits.

The distance from Usatilla Landing to Placerville in the Boise

8nig., 129,
.y 124-25,
851big., 99.
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uuumumnqozmlmm“ The stagecoach and
toll road mem cooperated in their business vemturss for each was depend-
ent on the other., Stage statioms were established along the routs, some
of which sexved moxe tham ome purpose, A few existed sclely as a sexvice
stop for stageccachas where extra horses were kept and fed, and where
moals for passengers and limited supplies were available, Other stations
provided facilities mot only for stagecoach travelers, but alsoc for those
traveling by horse or by foot.

Staticns from Usatilla to Bolse Basin included Foux-Mile House,
Twelve-Mile House, Old Wells Statiom, Stage Gulch, Swift's Statiom,
Pendlaton, Cayuse, Meacham, La Grande, North Fowder, Baker, and Durkee,
From Durkee the stages weat by way of the Burat River, Smake River, and
on into Idaho by way of Crystal Springs, Sulpbur Springs, and Forty-Nine
Ranch, Many of the stations were mot permsmnently located., Water or
muMn.nols-c.u‘nhuuhulwh.” The sta-
tions ware generally located from twemty to twemty-five miles M.“

Zpll Roads Versus Public Roads

With the increase of agricultural settlers and the passing of
boon times, pressures to eliminate toll rosde im favor of public roads

861b1d., 96. The records vary im their ssserticns om the dis-
tance between the two poimts, probably becsuse changes im routing short-
ened or lengthened the route.

87yPA-1, Umetills, Tramsportation (Oregem Collection, University

of Oregon Library), copies from Ft. Dallgs Historical Society, Scrapbook
#50, Wews Clipping, Mrs. Bemtom Mays Scrapbook.

S8iatley, ldsho, 96.
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imcressed. In April, 1866, forty Umatilla Coumty residents petitiomed
the county court for & public road which would by-pass the Meacham Road.
Road viewers began the survey om May 24, 1866, MNeachan was d,

and when the viewers camped at his station on the night of June 7, he
talked them into surveying & route by which his hotel could be conmected
with the mew road. DBut the proposed public road would miss the hotel by
two and 2 half miles and burt both his toll road and hotel businmess.
Heacham was politically stromg emcugh to force a survey of an altermate
route, but the viewers reported sufsvorably oa it, At the Septesber
mmo!mmmmmnmwu-m.“ it
wes unable to compete with the Meacham Road, but the attempt demonstrates
citizens' desive for daliverance from toll charges. In other imstances,
the public was able to forxce the closure of toll roads or turn them imto
public roads. The FPyle Canyon Road provided em exsaple of public coer-
clon. mmzum-mmmmmmm
name in 1863 or 1864, His death in 1863 gave Uniom County am oppor-
tunity to seek its comtrol. The county failed ia this effore, and duilt
one of 1ts own above and parallel to Pyle's road, This ceused the Pyle
operators to lose money, snd they sold out to the county. The trams-
action was finalizmed in 1871, and the Pyle Caayon Road became a public

8%Umatilla County Court Journal, A (1866), 241; Umatills
:-h-uuu Hotea, A, 2-11; Umetills Coumty Court Jowrmal, B (1866),

Ouistory of Union sad Mallows Counties, 145.
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enterprise while the eariier county road was abendoned,

Between 1862 and 1868 four xosds were comstructed over the Slus
Mountaine: The Thomss and Buckel Road, fifteem miles to the morth of
Neacham Rosd; the Lincktom Road, still farther sorth; amother built by
the Government, mmxumu—u.u As the last
was the beat and shortest route, it survived all the othars.

The Moacham Road did mot survive as & toll road without s strug-
gle. There were periods when it was wnprofitable. Ia 1868 the Blug
Hountain Iimes corrected the Walla Walls Statesman on its view of the
future flow of traffic. The consolidation of the Thomas and Ruckel Road
with the Meacham Road imto a mew corporation, the Blue Mountsin Comsoli~
dated Road, caused the dispute. The Statesman seserted that all traffic
would mow flow over the old Thomas and Ruckel Route and the Iimep de-
clared that traffic would go whichever route it pleased, and since the
Heacham Road wes the shorter and batter youts, it would choose to go
that q.”lu-e traffic increase was offeved in support of the second
argument. The Times expresssd its approval of the unioa of tha two

that both roads are under toll, such travel which west Thomas
Ruckel Road free, will come back to the Moscham Road. The sew

tion is certalnly mot throwing out on us sisce they make

i

91yPA File, Union County (Ovegom Collection, University of
Oregon Library), Persomal Interview with Arthur Busick, April 10, 1942;
Commissi Court J 1, A, 403,
923tearns, Oxegen Papexs, VII-X, 7.

Record, A, 258+60; La Orande Blus Mous-

Mc—q
fain Tises, August 8, 1868.
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La Grande their headquarters and principal place of business,

The mewspaper discussion pointed up the problem involved in mainmtaining
toll roads as & profitsble business, One free voad could destroy a toll
road, By combining the two roads, charging toll om both, and allowing
the public a choice as to which voad it wished to travel, Meacham was
able to increase travel and profits om his origiasl road.

After the consolidation of the two roads, Meachem put am adver-
tisement dated July 31, 1868, in the Blus Mowntain ZTimes. It declared
that the Meachsm brothers wers cloging up business and asked that all
vho were indebted to them pay immedistely. It ammounced that arrange-
ments had been made to comsolidate the Meacham Road and Lee's Encampment
with the Thomss and Ruckel Road and also Werm Sprimgs, and that A, B,
Moachan was to comduct business at Varm Springs and H, J. Meachsn at
Lee's Encampment, The public was werned that hereafter all business
—uhmnyuu-"nuyup“pl-.”

The road situation in 1868 was much discussed by the two newly
founded La Grande mewspapers: the Republicem Blue Mountain Times and
the Democratic Mountain Seatinel. Both begenm in April, 1868, and later
u‘mmupxmu” Mescham being & Republican placed
his advertisements in the Blug Mountsin Iimes. The Mountain Seatinmel, @
political, but mot mecessarily & business critic of Meachem, pointed out

94La Orende Blus Mountals Times, August 1, 1868,
95Ibid. , August 8, 1868,

B _W&xmm 148, 660-61; La Grande
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that even with the existence of many county rosds, toll roads im 1868
were "the main highways:"

Moschan's control of the two maim highways over the Blue Moum-
taing did mot give security im the toll voad dusiness. The year 1868
sav a definite decline in travel and business. Gold mimes began to
m.dd“t&!mmu‘ﬂmhm-l-::*
ous going over the toll romds, the stampede was definfitely over. The
Union County historism ssserted that "Uabounded prosperity prevailed ia
mumu,.u-‘mmmam«mmm."”
Until then, farmers of the valley had been able to market all thay could
produce becauss of the rapidly expsading population. This resulted im
overexpansion and prosperity turnmed to depression. Because of a long
swmer heat the crops were injured. The placer mines of Powder River,
Sparta, Camyon City, Boise, and elsewhere decreased in production. Im

97 Grande Mountain April 25, 1668, quoted im History
of Union and ¥allows Countiss, 149. y

981gventory of County Archives, Umatilla Cownty, A-33.
““Hiistory of Union snd Nallows Counties, 150-51.




67
the aress surrcunding the mining districts, agriculture had developed to
supply much of the local market, which 1 d the demsnd for Uniom

County products. With the depression came an increased swereness of the
mumﬁ.&h&mmm, toll roads, and
ferry ownars.

The depressiom of 1563 brought am end to easy profits, The
Meacham brothers had lived comfortably if not lwuriously for five yeaws.
Harvey, who had beem Alfrved s comstaat companion since the two left Iows,
did not risk marrisge until he was thirty-seven years of age. Perhaps
mew.b&nmmshq.w.h
married & sixteen~yesr old bride, Alice Rockfellow, Seven years and
five children later, Harvey died. Alfred never got over Harvey's death
becsuse he was the iadirect cause of it,

The immadiate csuse of it was the penetration of his temple by a
sharp branch of a dead tree. Alfred had cut & tall pole tree, and ia its
102
fall it knocked from a dead tyee the branch which killed Harvey. A

twenty~five mile horseback race to la Grande for the dactor failed to
103
save Harvey, who died before the doctor arrived. The Reveremd H. K.

1001b1d.
" 10lynion County Marriage Recoxd, A, v-s;::, 19, 1865 to October
» 1866; Salem Opggon Statessan, Jesuary 15, 1866; Lewis A. MeArthur
¥iles (Oregom Historical Society, Portland), Neschas.

102gedington, Autobicgraphicel Novel, 95-97; Bland, Alfxed B.
Heacham, 5.

103Redington, Autobiographical Nowel, 98-99.




Hines, a superintendent of the Methodist Church, presched the fumezsl
germon on May 20 to the largest sudience that had ever assembled at La
ouuh.m a testimony to the esteeom in which the commmity held the
Meachams, Harvey's brothers of the Odd Fellow Lodge expreseed their
mu.m::ﬂ.--nmmu.m Alfred received his great~
medmtmthhﬁn-.m

The specific responsibilities of the youngest brother, Johm,
for this period are not known. A drametic evenmt occurred whem he nearly
killed ome of tha hotel guests who made sneering remarks about President
Lincoln when the news of his desth reached Lee's Encampment, Oaly the
Mctmotmhptmlmu.” It is sssumed the sister,
Matilda, belped with the cooking and clesuning. To her mieces and neph~
ews she was "nice, fat, Auntie nu."m

Life was not always o humd exist Heachanm Station resi-
dents were gstartled on Sunday morning, August 2, 1868, with the news of
the first stagecoach robbery in that ares. It occurzed on Halley's
line sbout fifteen miles from Meacham Station toward La Grande. The
story as unfolded in the Blug Mountain Times end The Dalles Mountainesr
bas the drama of a mod & movie oxr television show. It involved

10%pacific Christisn Advocate, XAVIIL (Mareh 2, 1882), 5.
10514 Grande Mountain Sentinel, June 8, 1872,
106edington, Autobiographical Bovel, 59-100.
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s stagecoach driver who pretended to join the gang in order to get ingide
information on planned robberies; who worked with the Wells, Fargo Com~
pany authorities to lay plans for capturing the bandits; who risked
having the goid in the express box exchanged for rocks on the day of
the xobbery; snd who was able to carry through his part without a slip.
Betwesn August 26 and 29 a medical doctor of Walla Walla and his bamd
were arrested. The event so impressed itself on the Meachams that

109
Hellie gave it promi in & veport to the paper in 1935,

Hailey, writing years after the gold rush, said that his stages wers
troubled with a few "rosd agents" who robbed passengers snd took the
Vells, Targo Company's box, but that they were genmerally captured and
the money recovered. ﬂlu':ohhn-uwnmmnmumu
business to vob & stage."

ZProperty sud Fimance

Meachsm was not a good businassman, He knew how to run a first-
class hotel for his day and location, and he successfully operated a
toll road during ecomomic prosperity, but he did wot know how to manage
his profits in terms of savings and investments, There is no evidence
that he used his momey for mors tham support of his family, wages for
laborers, and business expansion, Ha did mot invest im land. His

“”Mldm Novewbor 18, 1935; La Grande Blug
X ZLimeg, Avgust 8, 1568; Dalles Moutaineer, September 1l,
1i00gi1ey, Idaho, 124-25.
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11
frec-soil comvictions of the early days appear to have influenced

his attitude toward land while livimg iz Oxegon. In spite of Nellie's
sssertion that her father developed & 360-acre homestead at Lee's
Encampment , " there is a0 record of his having filed on, purchased,
or received by gramt one piece of land., The Umatilla County Recorder
at Pendleton believes that Meachsn squatted om the land occupied at
Lee's w.n’ This explaine vhy there was no will or inheritemce
of the property at his death,

Although there is po legal evidence of landholding at Lee's
Encaspment, Meacham must have made verbal claim and willingly paid
taxes to support it--at first., The 1564 and 1365 tax assessmeant rec-
ords show a $4,000 value placed on 640 scxes of land, But from 1866 on
20 land appears on the tax roil and the years L8635 and 1370 show no
assessment of any kind, not even persomel m.u‘

Harvey and Matilda Meacham were the only members of the family
who attempted to buy property. Harvey first speculated in gold mine
stock, In August, 1064, he bought for $120 ome-sixteenth part of nine

"claimg of 250 feet ecach on the Wills and Enight ledge of gold-bearing

1114, B, Meachaa to ¥, R, Brunot, Jamuary 29, 1872, Meachem
Papers (Yale University, New Haven, Comnecticut, microfilm copy, Oregon
Collection, University of Oregon Libraxy).

112pedtngton, Autobiographical Novel, 6.

1i3personal interview with Jack Folsom, Usatilla County Recorder
(Pendleton, Oregon), June 26, 1958; Umatilla Cowmty, Genersl Index,

1l4ynarilla County Sheriff Tax Assessment Roll, 1664-1871
(8tate Axchives, Salem), 23, 74, 134, 188, 246, 294, 348, 395, 396,
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quarts situated in the Excelsior mining district, Baker County, Oregen."
ummmumcmmuun-um'.m
father-in-law, W. B, Reckfellow. Thexe is no evidence that the mine
was profitable. Im December, 1870, Haxvey's purchase of 314 acres of
muume-qmulmu-un-nuM-i-
mortgage of $266 to be paid in two ammual installments. Because of
m‘-mm?-mmdmmummu
back in June of 1874, Asother Meachan failure to buy and hold land,
Matilda Mescham may have boen more successful, She purchased
319,62 acxes of state school land im July, 1871, with a $400 down payment.
It was located mext to Harvey's lend. The deed was not recorded until
unuo.m-umumwutm.m Vhether satis-
fsction wes by payment of monay or veturm of land was wot indicated.
The Meacham family mot ounly had troubdle im securing and holding
land; it had equal difficulty in holding cash and business, The Judg-
sent Docket of Umstilla County reveals & series of civil suits for
sonies owed from 1865 forward. Ia July, 1866, & judgment of $747 at
one per cent per mouth and §8 cost wes rendered sgainet A. B. and Harvey
Heachan to the judgment creditor. On the same date, the brothers were
oxdered to pay other creditors the sum of §1,355. The judgments were

115pnion County Deed Record, A, 2.

i +s G, 196; Uniom County Register State Lands, A, 233,
117Union County Deed Record, G, 196.

L181p1d., C, 554; Register State Lands, A, 254,
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paid fa full om Octeber 15 and July 21, 1867, respectively. Apparently
the county weat to court to secure & defaulted $30 license tax (probd-
ably a liquor license tax) in Hovember of 1865. The county wom and
Moacham paid. Additiomal judgments were rendered against Meacham in
February, 1873 (§27.81), April, 1875 ($324,16), and May, 1876
(01.337.11).1" Meschan's record for losing civil suits was &8 spece
tacular in Oregon as it was ia California.

Fred Foster, a former employee, was accused by Meacham's
descendents of atealing the toll road from him. The facts are that
sfter Meacham received the appointmeat to the Oregon Superintendency
of Indisa Affairs, bhe wortgaged tha Blue Mountsin Consolidated Road
Company, which included all his toll road scquisitions but excluded
Lee's Encampment, for §15,000. The mortgege was signed by A, B.,
Harvey, and Johm Mescham, and assigned to B. ¥. Stone and A, H. Reynolds
of Walla Walla on July 10, 1869, It called for a $3,000 repayment on
October 1 of that year, and $3,000 plus intevest esch year thersafter
until paid. Any default in payment suthorised Stome and Reynolds to
sell the propexty.

The Circuit Court records show this mortgage was mot paid by
Meachan, Stone and Reynolde took the case to court. Bach year from
1878 to 1881 the case sppeared on the court's docket and was continued
to the next tarm either on the motion of the defendant's attorney er
because no ome appested, Fimally, on December 12, 1081, Stome and
Reynolds gave F. A. Foster power of attormey to settle the case against

119Umatilla County Judgment Dockat, A, C,




| Meacham and the Blue Mountsin Consolidated Read., Omn December 17 the
mmuh&nﬂuuzhﬂddmuﬂbmmh
Stone and Reymolds. Am:::l, this marked the time when Frod Foster
became the owmer of the voed.

Ihe Good Templax and Mason

Business problems did mot keep Meacham from enjoying the friead-
ship of the wide commmity he knew and served. He joined two of the
newly arrived fratexsal oxders, the Good Teuplars and the Magons,

One of the movements curremt inm Meschan's time was temperance,
Iato thia he wholcheartedly plunged im 1867, Meachaw's disposition
tovard temperance reform had deep roots, At the age of fifteen he
-wmwmmwmnmmeum
wother . Blend told a dramstic story of how Meschem in 1850, im the
city of San Francisco, vesisted the attempts of rough miners to force
him to bresak M’lo@.u’ Hellie Meacham declared that her father
wl:llmlymunuuu“dqmmumhm
1ife." Hellie had a romsntic view of her father, for even though
there is no evidence that he persemally partook of liquor, the recoxd

120ygion County Mortgage Record, 258-260; Umatilla County Cir-
cuit Court Jowrnal, B (1875-1882), 326, 385, 481, 551, 659. Volume A
was migsing from the courthouse.

121gtearns, Oregon Papers, VII-X, 7.

12281and, Alfred B. Heachem, 3-4.

123zbid.

124pedingten, Autobiographical Newvel, 2.




{ndicates that he sold liguor at Meacham Statiom for several years.

In the years 1865-1367 a new temperance orgsnization called the
Indcpendent Ordex of Good Templars came to Oregon. The Good Templars
were the inheritors of earlier temperance efforts: The United States
Temperance Union of 1833; the Washingtomisns, who were primarily re-
formed drinkers not drawm from the ranks of the church; and the Soms of
Temperanca Lodge, which was replaced by the Good Templars after the
Civil War., The Cood Templars, organised in New York ia 1651, had
m.mmulul.ummuomlylns.m The first
lodges in the state were formed at Jacksouville and Aghland. Oliver
A»lmmthhhhdh‘a‘mq.m 2 basis for later friendship
with Meacham, The Good Templar movement came to Umatilla and Union
counties not later than FPebruary, 1“7.111

As noted above, Meachsm's last liquer license expired on Decem~
ber 1, 1866, Having identified himself with the Cood Templar movement,
he tried to comform to its Pledge:

No man shall make, buy, sell, use, furnish or cause to be furnished

to others, as a beverage, awy spiritous liquors, wine or cider; and
every wmember shall &4 the menufacture, sale and use

125500 B, Caswell, "The muu-un-:z in Oregon,”
mu.‘“ XXXIX (September, 1938 235+61: Califox-
Aa Cheistian Advicate, T (detober 10, 18513, 3. -

126procesdings, "Third Anmual Session, Orend Lodge of the

Oxder of Good Templars" (Portlend, Oregom, September 3-6,
1867), 44; Bid., Appendix, Statement A,

12T1bg.
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thereof, in all proper wey.

Meachsm probably destroyed the bar in the hotel in late 1366 or
early 1867, Nellie Mescham degcribed its terminstion. One morning ber
father surprised all with the command: 'Boys, roll out every ome of
these whiskey kege, wine and beer included.” The kegs were vrelled out,
the heads were broken, and the spiritous liquors were poured on the
ground. Meacham himself kmocked in the barrel heads. Travelers com-
plained, but Meacham used to say, '"Right is right and wromgs nobody,
so stand your ground and pray. Do right becauge it is right to do
rigbt.“lzg

Meacham was appointed @ deputy of the Good Templers with the
pover to organisze lodges, the first ome on Februsry 23, 1867, st la
Grande with seventy members, and the second on the following day at
Ore Dell uglmnpun -ﬂnﬂ.m The organization of a total of

four lodges indicates somathing of Meacham's p ive p of
speech,

The Good Templars were a strange combimation of temperance
movement and freternal order. Men were attracted by flashy regalia made
of ailk trimmed in velvet, gold lace, gold boullion fringes, gold tas-
seled rossttes en the fromt, heart of greea velvet, and the name of each

128conatisution, By-lawe and Bules of Oxder, "Tor Grand and
fubordinate Lodges, Independent Oxder of Good Templars of the State
of Oregon" (Portland, 1878), 12,

129p0dington, Autobiographical Novel, 2, 28,

uomn, 1867, Appendix, Statement A,

Blypia., 1868, 7.
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132
officer embroidered im letters of gold.

As early as 1866 the Good Templars attained political influence
in Oregon. One Republicen became concerned about bringing the temper-
ance program inmto politice., He believed the people were not yet educe~
ted to it and hoped the Templars would work quietly im order met to
srouse opposition, Democrats wers drimkers, but there were a lot of
free thinkers im the Union Party, too, who believed too much pressure
u:ubu!qunmum:mm.m

The Good Templars experienced a rapid growth. hts‘huof
1867 they reported 108 lodges with 4,635 meabers im Oregon. The
period of growth did mot last a decade, for the lodge membership in the
state “clindbyl"l.m Although the lodge did not continue as the
main channel of Meacham's activities, there is no evidence that he was
hypocritical ulumumummxumu.mm.
Timothy W, Davenport, later declaved, On the contrary, one sonses
that temperance was & basic issve with him. He wes consistently opposed
to the sale and distribution of liquor emong the Indisns., He had ob~
served at close ramge its effect upon them,

" 132pgntel M, Armas to Oliver Applegate, June 20, 1865, Applegate
apers.

133George H. Hinsdale to Addison C. Gibbas, February 19, 1866,
Gibbe Pepers (Oregon istorical Soeiety, Portlsnd), Tolder 685,

134proceedings, 1867, 6.
1351pid., 1876,

1367, W, Davenport, "Reminiscence of An Indisn Agent" (M8,
State Archives, Salem, Oregon), 156.
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Whether or not the Good Templare falled to satisfy all his needs
or to provide the socisl and political respectability he sought is not
mowa, HNevertheless, he be an "app ice" of La Grande Masoulc

Lodge No. 41 sometime betwean Jume, 1868, and June, 1869, and a master
sason in 1070.1” In that year or the next his membership was trans~
ferred to Pacific Lodge No. 50 at Salem, In May, 1881, he transferred
his membership for the last time, to the Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15
in Vashington, D, c.m Exceopt for the first two years with the Good
Tomplars, when Meachsm organiged four lodges, ha was merely a statistic
on the Good Templars' and Masonic records. No outstanding deed or word
is recorded to his credit or discredit, Yet he utilismed his frateraal
relationships when the occasion demanded while he was in the Indisa
Service.

The two-chapter survey of Mescham's life and enviromment, from
birth until the year he entered the Indian Sexvice, partially {lluminates
the character of the man who was to become a leading and integrating
force in the promotion of Indiam reform. The story of his sppointment
to and accomplishments inm the Indisn service i{s told im the mext four

chapters. Chromelegically the period occupies omly four eventful years.

13 M . ) . .y
1863-69 (m:muu! s ﬁnﬁ 123, #; n‘h‘.. 18 1.‘1711). el

138gecords, Grand Secretary's Office of the Orand Lodge of
Vashingtom, D. C, (Masonic Temple, 801 13th St., M. W.).




CHAPTER I1I

THE SUFERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, PART I

Eolitical Success

Meachem hod & ic rise in the Oregon Republican party. I
contrast with his experiemce in Califoraia, the county records reveal
no evidence that he sought or obtained local offices. Why? Thera is
po clear-cut angwer, Normaliy, men rose to state office through polit-
ical success at the county level, As an exsmple, Meachan's predecessor
{n the Oregon Indisn Superintendency, J. W, Perit Huntingtos, attained
prominence first uhpu-qpuuu.x

Apparently an exception to the norm, Meachsm reached the state |

superintendency of Indiam affaivs without prior political office in
Oregon. 1f we may sccept his testimomy without corroborating evidemce,
the state's delegation in Washington first presented his name ia 1366
uu-ﬁmhmoﬂm.z If the delegation honored him ian this

limpqua County Commissioners Jun-l. A (1851-52), 1-9 (Typed
copy, WPA Files, w Culq. huutl-. University of Oregom
Library); Umatilla County Court (c » Pendleton,

M A, B (1863-68). Amammummn
of Moacham's political activity om the county level.

Higwen sad ¥axpath, 57; Redingtom, Autoblographical
Hovel, 81,




way, there was no hope that an appointmsnt would follow. Andrew
Johnson was them president, and /Meachsm was & Radical Republican,
Wmmm&murww-umm-
sent because he was not a Johnson man. Senator George R, Williams
confirmed the faet that it would have been i{mpossible to get the Presi«
m'.wu.umx.‘

Appointment as Superimtendent of Indian Affairs for Ovegon had
to avait another three years--until Ulysies 5. Grant was ineugurated
president, Meanwhile, politics at the mationsl and state level had
been in a tramsitiomal stage. The matiomal Republican party had been
supplanted im 1864 by a mev Union party, & cosbimstion of former Repub~
licans and Har Democrats. It had re-elected Limcoln, placed Johmson
in the vice-presidency, and brought the Civil ¥Wer to s conclusion. Ia
the congressional elections of 1866 the Johason forces retained the
same National Union party, and the opposition called itself the Union
Egpublican party. Realizing that Johnson was endesvoring to commit
his administration to the time-honored primciples of Jacksounian Democ~
tacy, opponents saw merit in a return to the pre~1864 designation
Republican. By the presidential election of 1868, the tremsition to
the old Democrat-Republican slignment wes nearly complets.

Political tramgition in Oregom followed the matiomal psttern.
The Oregon Republican party had been organised in 1857 and held ite

Meschan, Wizwan and Maxsath, 57.

4Ceorge H. Williems to Governor Oibbs, December 18, 1867,
Gibbs Papers.




firet state convention in 1858. It had absorbed the former Whigs and
Know-Nothings sud had developed into the first potent opposition to
intrenched power of the Democrats. In 1860 Lincoln carried Oregom by
270 votes over Johm C. Breckinridge and by 1,000 over Douglas. By 1862
the councern for saving the Umion took precedence over partisan politics,
and a coanlition of Republicans sand Douglas Democrats completed the
organization of the Union party. Becsuse popular sovereignty mem com~
trolled the Republican party, Douglas Democrats, after the fimal split
in the national party im August, 1860, found political st-homeness with
the Republicans mere than with the old-line Denocrats. The Union paxty
label wes retained through the 1864 and 1866 elections, but temsions
between former Republicans end former Democrats grew, compounded by the
attraction to the party of place~seckers whwope primary loyalty was to
self rather than primcinle. The Republicans dominated the Union party
by 1866, but Democratic votes incressed in mumber with each election
until 1868 when they carried the state by a majority of 160 out of
22,000 votes. Although the satebellum nomenclsture of Republican~
Democrat was restored to the Oregon political parties by 1868 and the
state legislature vreturned to its prewar status, not all individuals
went back to their former political allegismnces, and severe fa-
fighting continued in the Republican party.3

Spor Oregen peliticel developments see Bancroft, Opegem, 1I,

638-675; % "A Record of the Republican Party
in the State » 1896), 5-36; Jmﬂ Gagton, Can~
n-m 1912 (Chicago, 1912), 643-55; *¥illiem D.

tl- 1065 to 1876," Ihe
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Meacham, having aligned himself with the Radical wing of the
party and acquiring further prestige among them, demonstrated his use~
fulness as a political campaiguer in the election of 1868, He was one
of three Umatilla County delegstes to the Union State Couvention held
.:m--mu.. At this assemblage of Radicals, Meacham was
uquum-duu“uwm;m woming-
tion as one of three Republican presidential electors.

It was & difficult year for the Oregom Grent Republicans. The
recent state election had been won by the Democrats, sod Republicans
had been forced to generate enthusiasm for the nmatiomal ticket from a
position of defeat. The Dalles Mountainser's "Weshington correspondent”
urged Oregonians not to lose heart becauss of the recent Desocratic

victory, and tried te couvey G 1 Grast'y p % goa in ond
8
concern for the Oregon campaign.

"The Pacific Northwest om the Bve of the Civil Wex" (Seattle,
19550, 120-51, 196-213; uturcumm.m*m-m
Hiatery of Political Paxties in Oxeson (Portland, 1913), 210-64.

Sgalem » 1866,
- Oxegon Statssmgn, April 23 3 Bapublican Lessue

Reslster, 17; Charles Henry Carey, Histoxy
of Orepon (Chicage, 1922), I, 656. An examination of the
League i ates that b 1660 end 1092 Meachem was
only man to receive twe consecutive nominstions for presidential elec~
tor, The second was received im 1872, T. B. Odemeal, Meacham's suc~
cessor in the Indian Affairs Superintendent's Office, was chsirman of
the State Central Committea, Sece page 38,

OThe Dalles 10, 1868; Jacksenville Oregon
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Meacham campaigned vigoreusly for the Grant-Colfax ticket. Ia
September the people of La Grande were informed that the “Nonorsble
A. B, Meacham and Colomel Ruckel” had beenm im town that week on road
buginess and that Meagham "is getting ready to give the Copperheads a
M«-&m.u;—-«umqu-mw." Prob-
lems arcee during his barmstorming campaign. Im all but two precimcts,
mmuuuowmmo'amtuum.m
Meacham suffered from a hoarse throat and a bad cold, and all through
the caspaign he was "decidedly unwell." The sympathetic Blue Mountain
Zimes believed that he had been sustained by "the righteousnsss of his
cause” and that whether sick or well he had the advantage ovexr his

Aa opposition nawspaper, the Gxrande Rende Semtinel, turned to

lation of those ' Heachan may be found at the Warm Springs house,
where the traveller may rest sssured of receiving every stten~
ion that may be desived,l2




Just before the election, the Blue Mountsin Times declared

that Meachan was "doing good work for ocur mu."u He worked bhavd,
but in spite of his snd other efforts, the Democrats in Oregom wom the
election; Grant, Colfax, and Meacham were defeated. The Republican
defeat in the state was dishearteaning, but the eclection of Graeat end
Colfax on the mational level gave loyal party mem like Meachsm hope

for political reward.

The Republicans in Oregon were divided in 1868, Governor
Addison C. Cibbs was the leader of the Radical Republican wing to which
Meacham belonged. Cibba was the obviocus selection for the United
States Senate but through "treachery" im the 1867 legislature he was
defeated and Henry W. Corbett was olocu‘.u

Leaders of the Republicens in revolt were supported by office-
seekeras like John W, White and J. W, Perit In:iu:on.u Among the
several candidatea for the effice of Superintendent of Indian Affaire
in Oregon was Timothy W. Davemport, s Redical Republican who later
became disgruntled over Meacham's meul.u All that vent om behind
the scenes is mot kmown, but there was a struggle for political patroa~

age, and Huntington was identified with the Republican revolt. Senator

1314 Grande Blue Mountain Times, October 31, 1868.

4y, C. Johnson to Governor Gibbs, Janvary 30, 1868, Gibbe
Papexs; T. W. Daveaport to Governor Gibbs, February 10, 1867, ibid.

13)ohnson to Gibbs, January 30, 1868, Gibbs Papers; Davemport
to Gibbs, n.d. (probably 1868 or 1869), ibid.: F. M. T. Patton to Gibbs,
March 20, 1867, ibid.; Odenesl to Gibbs, February 7, 1866, ibid.

16psvenport to Gibbs, n.d. (probably 1868 or 1869), ibid.
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Willians wes determined that nome but “real bed rock" Republicsas
would receive his sanction for political appointments from Washing«
en." Meacham was counted among this group, and it can be deduced
that his trip to Washington in 1869 vas not primarily to attend Presi~
dent Grant's inaugural, but to sesk a political appointment. He wmust
have had resasonable hope of success before going,

Meachan's name was formally presented to President Grant for
the office of Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Oregon on March 23,
1869, The Oregon delegation-<Senators Williams and Corbett and Repre-
sentative Rufus Mallory--of fared Meacham as replacement for Huntingtom,
"whoge term of office has expired,” 'Meacham," the trio stated, "has
been for a long time [ut: yun] a vesident of the state, has large
knowledge of Indien sffairs, sad {n our opinion would make an honest
and capable olﬂur.““ The President notified the Commissiomer of

19
Indian Affairs of Meacham's appointment on March 31; Meschem filed

173, R, D. Henderson to Gibbs, Janusry 30, 1869, ibid.

18pecords of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior,
Appointments Division, Letters Received, 1869-1872 (Maciomal Archives,
Washington), RG 48, Box B5.

19, R. White to Commiseioner of Indian Affairs, March 31,
1865, Oregon Superimtendency of Indiam Affairs, (Nationsl Archives,
microfilm copy, Oregon Collection, University of Oregom Library), Let-
ters Received, 1861-1869. Microfilm copies of all documents relating
to the Oregon Superinteadency of Indian »ffairs sre svailable at the
Oregom Collection, University of Oregon Librery end at the National
Archives in Washington. The writer has used the microfilm at both
sources and hes examined large mumbers of the original documents st
the Natiomal Archives.
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hie official bond signed by several sureties from Oregom om April 1;
and on April 3 he received his sppointment from the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, The four-year sppointment begas March 29.n Upon the
advice of his frieads, Meacham posted bond in Washington rather than
in Oregon in oxder to Block eny covntermoves ou the pert of the deposed
m-uur.n.u

Oregon Indian Department employees, smxious to learm the char-
scter of their new superior, welcomed the early arrivel of Benjamin
Simpeon, sgent in charge of the Silets Ageacy, who hal been with
Meacham in Ununtn.u Simpeon passed the neve of Meachem's sppoint-
ment to William C. MeXay, who in turnm comveyed the informstiom to

wembers of the Applegate family, Time alone would answer many ques-
tions, What would be Meacham's policy? Did he kmow bow to handle

N TS
VI ilERa Al g

Indians? Would he sustain in office the {ncumbent sgents? The agents

0

concernod waited and watched und hoped.

ST
Sh)

Meacham's Kaowledge of Indisne

As has been moted sarlier, Meacham had heard Indisn stories
from birth, but firsthand experiences appear to have been comparatively

20attomeys Mitchell and Dement to L. Q. C. Lamer, August 27,
1285, Office of Indian Affairs (Natiomal Archives), Letters Received,
1683, #21802.

21Mathaniel Creene Tsylor to Meacham, April 3, 1869, Oregon
S.1.A,, Letters Received, 1861-69,

22wi1liam C. McKsy to Oliver Applegate, April 13, 1869,
Applegate Papers.

L1bid.




few until his residemce at Lee's Encampment., HNere he met and became
intimately scquainted with Indisns of the Umatills Reservation, They
had free passage on the toll road and apparestly visited Meacham om

both business and socisl levels. nnmwu-nmu.;mm.
there were many possibilities for assoclations of this kind,

Meacham, with & dramstic style common to him and to his day,
described relations between white men and Indisns during the gold rush,
The sccount revealed antagonisms created by the lack of ability to com~
mnicate through & common langusge; uncovered white men's sttitude of
digdain toward Indisns; and ghowed how white men delibarately Jdefled
the law by giving slcoholic beverages to the Indians in order to securs
hn-ndhm.z’ Neacham said, "I have heard men boast that they
were 'riding s bottle,' mesning the horse that bore them along had cost
nnta-."u He defended Indian agents who did their best to prevent
the digtribution of alcoholic beverages. Agents could arrest ladians
sagily, but they found it almost impossible to arrest white men for
vhh:mthl-." Meacham further ssserted that though he did much
buginess with Indisns through the purchase of beef and other supplies,
he never had occasion to complain that they stole his stock or failed

%45, W, Perit Buntington, Report to Commissiomer of Indian
Affairs, August 19, 1864, and Asnual Report, September, 1865, Ovegon
8.1A., Latter Book b

Dieacham, ¥igwem and Marpath. 36-40.

363p3d., 4l

Up.
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to carry out agreements to the letter,

He ingisted that the treaty between the Indiasns and the United
States Govermment geve them the right te hunt snd grase stock im common
with other citizens om the public domsin., Using this right, the Indi-

sns wade snnual | ys to the Crande Nomde and other valleys cast of
the Blue Mountains and there came in conflict with white l-a." One
reason for the annusl Indisn pilgrimage was to dig and cure camas roots,
small bulbs about the size of an onion. The Indisns dug them in large
quantities to cure for winter use. They also picked many huckleberries.
Oun puch trips the Indisas alweys camped on Meacham Cresk, HNallie
Meachanm Redington remembered them & "kind sud friendly snd sociable."
The Meacham children loved to trade their mother's good biscuita for
Indian bodo.“

Without doubt Mescham did have close asaocistions with the
Umatilla Reservation Indians. Although there is no writtem proef,

there may be some truth im his contention that he got along well with
them. It ia possible this happy relaticuship influenced the thinking
of his political friends when they nominated him for the Indfan
Superintendency.

281b1d. , 42,

295b14. , 45; Redington, Autobiographical Novel, 6.
I0pedington, Autoblographical Novel, 6,
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3§ § SR RALN S

THTUENErY O an
1R

OIS




Asgumption of 9ffice

Six weeks after Mescham was handed his coummission in Washiag-

ton, be became the ninth Superintendent of Indian Affairs with Che
formal transfer of office st Sslem on May 15, 1869, The tramsfor come
pisted of handing over office furniture and statiomery, but no hna.”
On the same day, Meacham demonstrated political sagacity and party
loyalty by motifying the Coumissioner of Xndiun Affairs that C, 8,
Woodworth, chief clerk, and Jemes Drown, wessenger, wers retaised im

office, Iot: bad worked for years with his predecessor, J. W. Perit
3

Hunt Logton,
0f all complaints directed by Indian superintendents and agents
to their superiors the loudest, the nost pressing, the most fregqueat,

' 3 ~ s
el AL ESRRIRIS G LS

and the most threatening was "me funds," Whether the absence of sgufe

+

13)

ficlent funds was due to dishonesty, to poor business aduinistration,

to unanticipsted demands, or to governmental tardiness, it was an ever

recurring crisis. When Meacham assumed the duties of his office, his

TR Y
WA

fixet official act was to veport "ne funds." Not only did forwmer Super~
intendient Humtington fall to turm over the funds belonging to the Oregom
Superiatendency, he inconsiderately died on June J before putting his
affairs in oﬂu.“ The tragedy crested a crisis of the first order,

3%4eachan to Taylor, May 15, 1869, Meachan Papers; Ethel M.
Peterson 'Oregon Indians and Indisn Policy, 1849-1871" (M.A, thesis,
University of Oregon, 1934), 80.

32Meachan to Taylor, May 15, 1869, Meachan Papers.

o 153, el Repors of hs Somigeisasr of Indisn Aliaize, 1940,

to C, N, Feltom, June 25, 1869, ibid.
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Indisn sgents' allowances were past due; the Klamath Agency was partice
ularly concerned. This agency was rum by Lindsay Applegate and his
sons, ¢ family that was aggressive im business and clever im politics.
Even before Huntington's death they had sent the most articulate mem~
ber of the family, Oliver C. Applegate, to Salem to look after the
Klamath Agency and Applegate interests, and maintained him there at a
cuco!m'umst.”
rmmummutuamm
Agency, n-ﬂy.lmuhnt-ﬂnuchm.n;rny
Lindsay, sought the position of Superistendent of Indisn Affairs, In
1861 Lindsay Applegate received from Superintemdent Williss H. Rector
@ six-month appointment as special agent to the Klamath and Modoc Ind~
m.!mmdulvbb-ﬂnmhﬁm.u
Rector was unsuccessful in securing am extensiom of the appointment,
and it was not until June, 1865, that Applegate was appointed by the
mmotmna’:m--mummumu
Klamath reservation, Soom the father added a son Oliver te his staff,

33014ver Applegate to Lindsay Applegate, June 10, 1869, Apple~
gate Papers; Oliver Applegate to Ivam Applegate, July 3, 1869, ibid.

36g11sha L. Applegate to his femily, n-.m 24, 1861, ibid.;
Elisha Applegate to Ivan Applegate, July 20, 1865, ibid.

37joseph Lene to Lindsay Applegate, Jemusry 3, 1853, ibid.
3%ui1lian B. Rector to Lindsay Applegate, Avgust 17, 1861, ibid.
3%ector to Lindsay Applegate, February 17, uu.m..mu-

F, Dole te Lindsay Applegate, Juse 30, 1865, idid.; James Herlan
Lindsay Applegate, June 28, 1865, ibid.
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Hired as an interpreter, he received §500 a year “for talking jergon
muuuy."w Later, Buntington appointed Oliver as head tescher
of the Klamath Ageacy, Lucien B, Applegate as superintendent of farming,
umn.mxmummmn«mmum.‘l
mmmmmwummwcxuum
by their relstiomship through Mrs. Huntington, a cousin.

In behalf of his family, Oliver Applegate went to Salem to mske
friends with and influence Meacham, The two quickly became friends,
went to Cood Templar meetings together, and discussed the confidential
business of the superintendency. Oliver reported that Meacham “appears
to be an excellent man, snd perfectly frank and candid”; and agsim, he
"{9 a splendid man and he and I harmonize ruluy."“ Through the
Applegates, Meachan made a good begioming in establishing friendly
relations with key people.

Vhot the cutcome would have boen had he been obligated to com-
tend omly with the problems of the Oregon superintendency, Oregon
Indians , Oregon sgents, and Oregom peacple is purely speculative,

40Lucien B, Applegate to “Desr Friends” [Members of the family] ,
Junuary 2, 1866, 1hid.; Lindsay Applegate to Mentington, October 14,
1865, Oregon 85.I1.A., latters Received, 1865, No. 43.

4ljeachon to B. 8. Parker, April 25, 1870, Meachan Papers;
Report of Buployees, Klamath Agency, September 30, 1869, Oregon S.1.A.,
Unregistered letters received.

42014ver Applegate to Mary B. Huntington, June 19, 1869,
Applegate Pepers.

43g11ver Applegate to Lucien Applegate, August 8, 1869, idid.;
Oliver Applegate to Lindssy Applegate, June 10, 1869, iLid.: Oliver
Applegate to Lucien Applegate, August 11, 1869, ibid.
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Meacham came to the superintendency, however, at a time vhen the eyes
of the nation were focused on Indisn affairs. Presidemt Grant had
adopted the peace or "Cuaker™ policy for his admimistration and Meacham
had accepted sppointment as & firm supporter of it, This policy was
an assevtion of the Amsrican comgcience rescting sgainst thres hundred
mo!hl!.“.“ It vas 2 commitment to the idea that Indisns
should be gathered om reservations and be fed, protected, civilised,

and Christisnized. Although many people had doubts sbeut civilizing
and Christlianising Indisns, they agreed it was cheaper to feed thanm to
fight them,

A further step towerd @ new Indian policy was takem on May 1,
1869, when the Board of Indisn Commissioners, composed of mime philan~
thropists, was established. The commissioners' duties were to supervise
all expenditures for the bemefit of the Indisns and "to imspect 2ll
MMMM"“ It was hoped the commissioners would help :
ferret cut snd ald in the correctiom of abuses in the Indisn agencies.

4+ 3V

By 1871 Meacham received two of the comsissioners in the Oregen
superintendency.

Meacham did not oppese the Board of Indisn Commissiomers, but
he strongly vescted against the next sudden change im policy--~tumming
control of the Indian superintendencies and agencies over to the army.

‘ﬁ-oﬂnl-.um.m v Ihs

mmwmunm Brunswick, New

430pinion of Assistaat Attormey Gemeral, W. H, Smith, Jasuary
;:;’1:71. Recoxds, Board of Indisn Commissioners (Matiomal Axrchives),
l‘.




. could advance the Indisns toward civilisatiom,  Advocates of the

The news reached Meachem during the first part of Jume, before he had
h.uoﬂtuu.ul.“ He believed Congress would mot sustain Gramt
in this decision, and that & telegrem to Washington, waraiag that the
move would ltnmao:hl-uu:,uchl-t election, would
seve the state from army appointments. Sesmel A, Clarke, ownex and
editor of the Salem Oxsgon Unionist, condeamed the mew policy in am
editorial snd raised the question of how an u:nu“uqoutm

peace policy wers concerned that this new move would destroy their
humanitarian goals. As late as Jamuary, 1871, the Board of Indisn Com-
missiosers agreed that "it 1s importamt that the militery officers sta~
tioned inm an agescy shall be (n barmomy with the peace policy of the
huu-t."“

Mescham fought to hold his job. He and other Ropublicans met
with Senator Willisas in Fortlamd, end the unpopularity of the mew
decision wes spelled out. According to Oliver Applegate, Willisms hed
um-mummmmnmummm”
It wes veported that Semator Willimms had been informed before leaving

46014ver Applegate to Lucien Applegate, June 10, 1869,
Applegate Papers.

o 471544, ; Oliver Applegate to Ivam Applegate, June 18, 1869,

485alem Oreson Untonist, August 25, 1869,

&%inutes, Board of Indian Commissioners (National Archives),
January 13, 1871.

5001iver Applegate to Ivan Applegate, July 1, 1869, Applegate
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Washington that Oregom would be exempted from the mew ruling, but that
Senator Corbett had received word three days later that the state would
be assigned military o!ﬂun.” Having done all he could, Meacham
nw’?mhum'om“thlyinl-ud devol~
opments., He returned to Salem om July 31, after receiving notice that
be had been retaioed hoﬂho.”

The rapid succession of orders and counterorders brought cone
fusion to the superintendency persounel. Major Hemry Douglas had been
assigned to take over Meacham's job, but upon his arrival in Salem from
San Francisco on August 5, & waiting telegram informed him of his gus~
p-u-.“ e was angry, but Meacham was gratified because Major
Douglas transferred $50,337.38 l;:thmt- of the superintenduncy,
the first money he had received, After an examination of the tabular
statement, Meacham quickly notified the Commissioner of Indian Affaire
that the sum veceived from Major Douglas did mot include funds fer his
uhq-rmlﬂnotmn-.“ But with money to operate,
Heacham was at last in control of his office. He mow had to work out
the difficult problems of his agents.

S1014ver Applegate to Ivan Applegate, July 3, 1869, ibid.
52pp4d., July 1, 1869,
5311ver Applegate to Lucien Applegate, August !, 1869, ibid.

S4gjor N, Douglas to Commissioner Indimm Affairs, August 5,
1669, Oregon 8.1.A., latters Beceived, 1066-1867.

551p1d.; Meacham to Parker, August 12, 1869, Meacham Papers.
50eacham to Parker, August 12, 1869, Meacham Papers.
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The order that sustained Meacham im office also upheld agents
Benjemin Simpson and Charles Lafollett of the Silets and Grand Bonde
q.tl.-” Agents John Smith of Warm Sprisgs sgemcy, William H,
Barnhart of Umatilla agency, G, W. Colling of Alses subagency, and
Lindsay Applegate of Klamath subagency, were relieved by army officers
on August 1 and 6 and Octebar 1, 1869, Lindsay Applegate surreadeved
lunt-thl.ﬁu.” Charles Lafollett had entered his office
on June 1, and Benjemin Simpson had served gince March, llﬂ.”

The vork of the sgencies and relations with the agents, except
one, proceaded satisiactorily with only the usual set of problems.
Captain O. C, Knapp, the new subageat at Klamath, had to contend with
a powerful political factiom cemtering inm the Applegates and their
friends.

When Seastors Willisms and Corbett falled to secure the reten~
tion of Lindsay Applegate as subagent at Klamath, the whole family
girded for battle. In early Jume, while the f{ssve was in doudt,
memmmmnmuumm't‘zuu-
tion if Mescham thought him to be "an unnecessary appendage."

5701iver Applegate to Elisha Applegate, July 15, 1869,
Applegate Papers.

S8eachem to Parker, September 30, 1869, Mescham Papers.
1pig.

60 1udssy Applegate to Oliver Applegate, June 11, 1869,
Applegate Papers.
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Applegate's major concern wes the $16,000 due the Klamath Agency from
mm;:m,mnnmmmdm
contracts.  Applegate did not wemt to resign; the Indiam Service was
the main source of family income, ss Lucien Applegsts cendidly admitted
to his brother: mmmmm&un.-muun
selves just sbout out of employment. . . ." During July end August
the Applegate family requested the Oregom congressmen snd influentisl
Republicans to use their influence to retain Lindsay Applegate inm
otﬂu.“ A certain penic im their efforts stemmed from having peid
employees with persomal funds and with mouey advanced out of other~thsn=
salary sppropriations from sgency fumds. Bvem though Superintendent
mmum::mm.t.h-w.dmunm
fearad econcmic dissster. By the end of August, Oliver Applegate
notified his brother that everything possible had been dome to retain
their father in office, but that there was no hope unless favorable
muu:umuu-uum-um.“

6lo1iver Applegate to Lindsay Applegste, August 3, 1860, ibid.
62Lucian Applegate to Oliver Applagste, July 12, 1869, ibid.
630Liver Applegate to Elishs Applegate, July 15, 1869, ibid.:
Lueien Applegate to Oliver Applegate, August 10, 1869, ibid.; Oliver
Applegate to Lucion Applegate, August 21, 1869, ibid.

6401iver Applegate to Elishs Applegate, August 21, 1869, ibid.

65014ver Applegate to Lucien Applegate, August 21, 1869, ibid.
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Oliver Applegate, working with Meacham in Salem, comcentrated
on winning the superintendent's cocperation im securiag funds to pay
the Klamath accoumts and on creating confidence in the Applegate femily.
He was ful ia both poct: By mid August he was coafident the
three brothers could contime indefinitely in the service of the Klamath
Agency=~from which they could alternately and conveniemtly visit their
mthmwhhl:‘ndmmchnwm“uu-ﬁ
from the Indisn Service.  Although many months were to pass before
old financial accounts were settled, by Docember Oliver Applogate was

gratified to know that his father could get free of the Klamath Agency
u:lontmtcnh.n

At first there was harmony between the Applegates and the mili-
tary agent, Captain Xnapp. Soom, however, Meacham received a mounting
mumber of complainte ageinst Kaapp from the Applegates and other resi-
dents of the svea, Xnapp countered with grievances against the Apple-
gates. He charged Lindsay Applegste with having transferred the agency
without funds and without the records necessary for preparing official
nm-“ l.uuu:;c-mumotms-uumuu-um
return of the records. Enapp accused Oliver Applegate of absence
frem duty, he being the only cne in the employ of the agency who knew

6691 iver Applegste to Lucien Applegste, August 21, 1869, ibid.
677014, . December 20, 1869,

68, ¢, Baapp to Meacham, November 14, 1869, Oregon 8.1.4,,
Letters Received,

9knapp to Pavker, Novesber 14, 1869, ibid.
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how to prepare the reports and accounts. By December, 1869, the

Applogates were veporting to esch other that Knapp dramk to excess,
that he would discharge oll the Applegates, and that Lucien Applegate
h‘f-wnm.lm.n

The mext month two men of Jackson County confronted Meacham
with serious charges against ¥oapp: drunkemness, conduct unbecoming an
officer, neglect of duty, incompetency, impertinency, cohabiting with
.@_,dpﬂllwuu‘ + Thay iaf d him that it was
his duty to press the charges. Meachan responded to the pressure omne
week later by asking the Commissioner of Indiam Affsirs to replace Knapp
nmtmw.n Later, the political overtones of the
Mumw_um—m,:unmnmun»
sexviency to the Copperhsad Democrats. Apparently 8 "monpolitical
army agent was giving patronage to Desocrats rather than to Zepublicans.
The loss of political patronage and astagomism to military eontyol come
tributed towaxd the growing oppoeition to the program of army agents.

The struggle was won in July, 1870, when Congress passed am act
suspending military agents and superintendents snd providing for thair

"Ogaapp to Oliver Applegate, Hovember 15, 1865, Applagate
Tlysndsay Applegate to Oliver Applegate, December 23 and 27,
1069, ibid.; Lucien Applegate to Knepp, December 16, 1869, ibid.

7230hm M. MeCall to Mescham, Januaxy 8, 1870, Meacham Papexs.
7Meacham to Parker, Jesuary 14, 1870, (bid.

7‘!&“!-.& Turner te Oliver Applegate, January 24, 1870,




replacement with church-nominated nn-l.” The victory over the
arny did not restore the status quo ante, but rather initiated s radi~
cally different progras in the directiom of reform in Indisn relations.
Meachan's trials with military ageats were minor compared with those
he would vaderge with the new dispeasatioca.

HMeacham had hesrd rumors some weeks before sbout a possidle
.—ul“uch—uo;‘h“-lﬂuu.huhdum
imow the directiom it was to take. During the days of militery
agents, the Kansas and Hebraska sgencies were exempted from the program
and instesd were adaninistered by sgents nominated by the two Quaker
groupa-~the Orthodox and Hicksite. Presidemt Grant was oo pleased with
the results of these appointments that he decided the policy should bde
gomerally applied to all Indian w;r. The Congressiomal Act of
July 15, 1870, lsunched the new plaa.
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The Board of Indian Commissioners heartily spproved the ides as
assuring the selection of men of “high moral qualifications" to manage
Indian .mm.” Churches responded to the ples for participatiom im
the govermment's program with varying degrees of cooperation. The
Mothodists lmmedistaly pledged full collaboration and nominated their
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ideal Indian worker, the Reverend James H. Wilbur, for Oregon and

TSAssual Report of the Commissioner of Indism Affaivs, 1872,
ToMeacham to Oliver Applegate, June 27, 1870, Neacham Papers,
77Angua) Beport of the Commissioner of Indisn Affaixs, 1872,

Pe 72,

p. 72,
%4imutes, Board of Indian Commissiomers, July 27, 1872, 38. -
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79
Washington Territory, and Richard Smith for Michigam, The Presbyter-

ians slso responded promptly, but the Bsptists expressed doubts com~
cerning the feasibility of the plam. They suspected that the program
would end with Orant's temm of office and were unhappy over being

assigned to the Vtes, among vhom the Bepti had not 1y wed ,

. 4

and removed from the Pottawatomi, Kickapoos, Cherokees, Creeks, Ottoes,
m.osm:..em,du—..—q—nqu labored for
fifty years. In spite of misgivings the Baptists eventually cooper«
ated, sa d1d the Episeopalisns, Americsn Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, Congregationalists, Dutch Reformed, Unitarisas,
American Missionsry Association, Roman Catholics, Friends Guakers ,
Lutherans, and Qﬁsﬁ-.“ In Oregon, Meachsm received agents momi~
nated by only two of the participating demcminstions, the Mathodists
and Roman Catholica.

Grant's mew plan iavolved chaanges, thet took spproximately a
year to complete, im every agemcy under Mescham's superinteandemcy. Ia
the subagencies, Klamath snd Alsea, Meschen enjoyed a little more

793, P. Durbin to Vimsent Colyer, Jume 25, 1870, Records, Beard
of Indian Commissioners, Incoming Letters, Letterboek 1, No. 69; Min~
utes, Doard of Managers, Methodist Episcopal Missionary Scciety (Board
of Missions Library, Methodist Headquarters, Hew Yerk City), VI, 191,

80uathen Bishop to Colyer, Jume 28, 1870, Records, Board of
Indign Commissioners, Incoming Letters, 70; Colyer to Bishop, June 23,
1870, Records, Board of Indian Commissioners, Outgoing correspondence,

Blcolyer to Bishop, Jume 23, 1870, Records, Bosrd of Indisn
Commiseioners, Outgzoing correspondence, I, Tray 118; Annual Report of
she Commigeioner of Indims Affaire, 1872, p. 74.
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freedom in appointments; they were respomsible directly to him,
Lieutenant F. A, Battay, in charge of the Alsea subagency, wes honor-
sbly discharged from the army in September, 1870, and by October,
Meacham, on his own authority, replaced him with Samusl Case. To

100

legalize and protect the appointment, the Superintendent classified
Case as "Special Commissary for Alsea Agency” and wrote the Comalssion~
er of Indianm Affairs to secure approval for assigament as "Sub~
w."u H, R, Clum, Acting Commissioner, refused to gramt the re~
." quest until u-.hmm-:’—c--m should be privie

leged to nominate & subagest for Alsea. The future for making
patronage appointments to subsgencies now seemed in doubt, but Meachsm
used the privilege as lomg ss it was poseible,

Meacham opened himself to later charges of < epotism when he
named hie brother Johm te replace Captain Knapp of the Klamath Agency.
John carried the title "Commissary in Cherge of Klamath Agency.” All
fundg and property of the agency were tramsferred directly to Meacham
who in effect became the sgent operating through his bmhcr.“ Earlier
he had sppointed his brother-in-law, D, J. Ferree, to the position of

82 cnchan to Li F. A, B ber 13, 1670,
“M;Wh“”.k*:l.lln.m

833, 2. Clum to Meacham, December 10, 1870, ibid.

y September 15, 1670, ibid.; Meachem to Johm
Mescham, u.un.m;ux—ummuma.
HBarris, March 14, 1872, Records, Depsrtaent of the Interior, Appoint~
ments Division, Latters ibceived, 1869+1872.
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mmamnmn-ﬁmm-.' The practice
of nepotism in the agencies was so common that only rarely was an ob-
jection reised. Meacham looked upon it as anm opportunity to put imto
effective practice his plans for civilising and Christisnizing the
Indians. ¥y words to his brother were:

of my own, I am detexmined te bring -‘m‘tuth
of Agency, Be courtecus but be just and
whether we administer a month or a year we will put chings

and he was therefore continuing with plans for reform in his superin-
tendency, He emphasized that only good moral mea would be employed,
and named Oliver and Ivan Applegate as men who had always "maintained
upntuunnnl-."” Meacham used his appointments to the sub~
agencieca to further and promote reform.

85eachan to Enapp, July 30, 1870, Mescham Papers.
S6eachan to John Meacham, December 2, 1870, ibid.
*/1sg.
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In the first assigmment of Oregom reservaticms to churches,
mu:‘mmuﬂmﬁ-i“..ulm-i
Siletz.  Meacham protested assigmment of Umstilla snd Grand Rende

to the Methodists becauge only Roman Catholic churches had been estab~
lished at these regervations. He told Senater Williams that Johm Smith,
who wes restored to the Werm Springs agency in Octobex as a Methodist
agent, was in reality a Presbyterian, that Alsea snd Silets had mo
m.uwmwwmusw&umm
had no church, but was & good field for Mothodism.  He instructed the
Senator in the ways of religion more perfectly, predicted that Method-
ism would mt grow well om Cstholic soil, and, with transparent ego=
tism, requested that he be "ordered" to Washington to assist im
umxummﬁ-mam.'”

The Romsn Catholics bitterly protested the invasion of Metho«
digte in vhat they comsidered their avea. Stromg letters wers sent to
Washington attacking the "glaring partiality" for the Methodists and
asking how the govermment could expect a true civilisation to be trans~
uitted to the Indisns "by sects, mot Christisa but iafidel.” Particuler
distaste was expressed for the Methodist agent at Yakime in Washington
Territory, the Reveremd James Wilbur, and for Methodist control of the

€5, B. Williams to Senators Williams and Crobett, December 3,
1870, ibid.

o 891bid, | Meacham to Captain W. W, Mitchell, October 22, 1870,

90Moschen to Williams and Coxrbett, December 3, 1870, ibid.
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“m”.n Ag late as 1873 the Roman Catholics were claim~
mmwumwmummowumm."
The Methodists im turn protested the Catholic pressure, and Secretsry
Columbug Delano made it clear to the Catholics that the govermment was
bound to view these " 'dissenting sects' as you call them, in & woxe
Catholic and," be hoped, "a more charitable spiric.,” The government
euuhﬂly‘mﬁ-uh!wh.”

The sectarian struggle over the Grand Ronde Agency placed
Mescham in & delicate position, but he was able to keep friends on

both sides. Charles Lafollett resigned from the agency in August, 1571,
giving as his reason "interference {rom members of the Methodist Church,"
and the Methodist replacement, Levoy 8. Dyar, took office um.“
The Methodist Church and the Orand RBonde agent were finmally fn harmony.
This adjustment took pressure off Meacham, but the Roman Catholics were
not ploased that their mminee Lafollott had been replaced with Methodist
Dyar.

pather ¥. W, Blanchet to Parker, July 8, 1871, Records, Board
of Indian Commissioners, Tray 3; Father DeSmet to Board of Indian Come
nissioners, Maveh 27, 1871, ibid.

Y Charles Ewing to Seeretary of the Iaterior, Decesber 30,
1873, Department of Interior, Appointwent Divieiom, File 84.

9columbus Delano to Right Reverend T. M. Blanchet, July 31,
1871, Records, Board of Indisn Cosmissioners, Tray 2; 2.:.1«7»
:.mmn. 1873, Department of Interior Appointments Divisionm,

L *Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indiss Affairs, 1871.
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In August, 1870, Mescham separated Yaisax Station, a2 subdivision
.zmum.mmn—gm.mu,wxm
Applegate as Special Cosmissary in Charge. thes Mezcham surremdered
bis rights to the Klamath sgency in faver of the Methodist Chureh, he
removed his brother from control of ageacy affairs, end Johuson N. High,
mmm.mm-wt.m.”m
Station remained separate from Klamath, however, and Ivan Applegate was
the ouly sgent, subsgenmt, or comeissary who was not removed from office
during the uphesval that came with the introduction of tha mew policy of
appointing church-nouinated agents. Yainax wes classified as a statiom,
wot a subsgency, and somehow avoided a change in persommel. The Apple-
gates, supportews of Grant's policy, profited to a degree that would be
difficult to measure. They were the only agents so situated as to be
able to profit by public appointments while at the same time engaging in
private enterprise.

The rapid change of agents occasioned by shifts in federal
government policy would have made it difficult for any superintendent
of Indian affairs to carry through s sustained program of reform. But
Meacham pushed the peace policy in spite of administrative complica-
tions, The degree of success is examined in the next chapter.

ptoachan to Knapp, August 20, 1870, Meacham Papers; Meschem
to Acting Subagent st Klamath Agency, August 22, 1870, ibid.

96tpachan to Coumissioner of Indian Affairs, October 30, 1871,
Abid.; Meacham to John Meachan, June 27, 1071, ibid.




CHAPTER IV

THE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, PART II

IThe Supexintendent's Fhilosophy of Beform

Meacham took Grant's peace policy es his own, not because it
was the policy of the Presideat, but becsuse it sccorded with his own
' juw.l The policy, in Mescham's mind, wes independent of whather
the agents were army men or churchenominated men. In a December, 1269,
speech, President Grant emphasised thet neither the duct of the
white nan nor the laws passed by Congress were blameless with regard
to the bsd relations between the two races. Rsilroad extension had
rapidly confronted the Indians with white men's civilizstion, and re-
gardless of what kind of velstions sheuld ewist, the eultures of the

wvhites and the Indiasns di¢ not harmouize; ome or the other must yield,
Grant amnounced that he could mot condome exterminstion, and the omly
altermetive was to place the Indians on large reservations, protect
m-.u-u&-“amm.z The implemeatation of
this policy ealled for eivilizing, Christisnizing, and lesding the
Indians to self-support and citisemship.

lyeschan to Parker, Jamsary 20, 1870, quoted in

Meachaa,
llmﬂ 254; Houge Exscutive Docwmentcs, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., !
b33 670), Ro. 146. l

25alem Oregon Stategman, December 10, 1869.
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Grant's "sew policy"” was new only in the sense it had become
offictally a primciple of Goveroment administraticn for the first time.
|| The idea was ome of several that existed im the general climate of opine
ion in the 1860's. The underlying sssumptions of the peace policy weve:
The Indians could be civilised; civilization would be attractive to them
only if they were guided and guarded by agents whose justice and fair
doaling cereated implicit confidence; corrupt Indian agents hed been the

cause of the Indian's vnwillingness to accept the white man's civilisa-

tion; the Indian needed an incentive to accept civilisation, a guaran~
tee of the product of his lsbor through permament location om
reservations. These ideas were curreat with Lindsay Applegate in
1565.’ Levis Benry Morgam comcluded in 1862 that the corzupt sgeat
and the gystem of licensed traders had caused the agency system to
uu.‘ wx.’w in the 1880's was still excoriating the cor-
rupt Indisn agent. nwhu-.nha‘:oﬁ-ermwmm
that all Indisn agents were pt, his zef philosophy called for

the appointment of agents of high moral character who would treat the

Indian with "bhumsnity and justice.” He was well awere that men nomi-
7

nated by the church were not alweys of the caliber he sought. It was

the quality of the man he measured, not the scurce of his nomination.

3indesy Applegate to George W, Willisms, September 18, 1865,
Applegate Papers.

Seslie A, Wite (ed.), .
- 'm”f uz.mmm.mmm

®Dodge, Sur ¥ild Indisns, 46.
SMascham, Wigwen and Werpath, Al.
"181d., 9193,
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The peace policy was supported by large segments of the Ameri-
can citisenry, but with varying interpretations as to its meaning and
purposs, There were those like Meacham, the Board of Indian Commis-
sioners (vho represented serious, sincere humanitsarisns), and other
humanitarians (who d1d not object to msking & profit from the Indians)
who believed that all United States treaties with the Indisns must be
kept to the letter., Others ssw the pesce policy only as a pragmatic
means to the end of saving American lives and momey. Columbus Delano,
Becretary of the Interior, declared that the purpose of the reserve-
tion was to make the Indians "as comfortable om, and as uncomfortable
off their reservation as possible." This seant that within the frame-
work of the policy the military had to do a factor. To Delamo, the
new policy consisted primarily of & combination of the reservation and
foeding systems which appesled to the Indisns' “isdolence and self-
indulgence” and vhich snabled & mmaller army to deal with the few
recaléitrant Indimns, It was cheaper to feed the Indians then to
fight them--grounds enocugh for the policy. Delamo said, "The vestwerd
course of population is to be meither denied mor delayed for the sake
of all the Isdians that ever called this coumtry their bome. Thay must
yield or perish. When the Indian yields, then the peace policy must go
iltoofhae."‘ Meathanm subscribed to the theory that it was “chesper
to feed and clothe than to fight the Indians,” but added a thought not
considered by many, that this policy was "more humane and in accord

Bapext of the Commiasioner of Indlap Affalxs, 1872,

pp. 5, 9-10.
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9
with our own Christisn ides of right."

The practical reformer as well as the idealist could see that
the white man had to share the blame for Indian uprisings. Lindsay
Applegate warned Superintendent Huntington that the Klamath and Modoc
Indians could not be expected to submit to occupation of their land
by whites bafore a treaty was ratified and before at least a pertial
payment had been made on it. This would be a dreach of faith. News~
popers, he believed, aggravated the situation by sdvertising the desir-
ability of Klamath lands without admitting that they still balonged
to the Indisns. The clash between the War and Indisa departments also

crested tension. The War Depar was oxdexed to pr settlers
before settlers had a right to be on the land, and Indiang found off
mm#mmmmwtu"mmmmm
on to it.

Wmtisgton, in his 1864 sanual report, told of white-settler
encroachment on Unatilla resexvation lands, of the crossing of it by
:wzuummtm.udmﬁmmuu?.
stole their horses, snd stole from whites and blamed the Indiaus,
Examples of the white men's crimes esgainst the Indisn could be multi~
plied; the & were but tion to them varied. Mea

like Meacham seid that the white man must stop his crimes sgainst the

"Moachem to Parker, April 2, 18§70, Meacham Papers.

10Lindsay Applegate to Huntington, July 5, 1867, Oregon Superine
tendency of Indiam Affsirs, Letters Recefved, 1867,

Wanoual Report of J. W, P, Huntington, September 26, 1864,
Oregon 5.%.,A., Netional Archives, Letter Book Hil0.




Indizns and treat them bomestly and justly. Men like Gremville M,
Dodge said that "the Imdian for the most part sust be dispossessed,
The practical question is how the imevitable can be accomplished with
the least Mq."u Frances Fuller Victor believed that the Ind-
ion was doomed, and wanted to make “savagism" comfortable im its death;
the’. enly the "bigoted and brainless talked of Christisnising or of
civilising" the um;“mcmom extermination of the Imdian
would be & blessing to both races; snd that "the fate of the savages
-ouu‘m...bynm,wvm....“u Providen~
tial destiny was a comcept that soothed the consciences of many intellis
gent, capsble, and woval people.

Meacham sppears to have held an smalgam of the views of both
the practical and idealistic reformer<-a view of man that stemmed from
Jeffersonian liberslism fused with Methodist revival zeal. He approached
the task of eiviliging the Indisns with the conviction that the Imdian
was & person, & man who needed only to be treated like one im oxder to
attract him to the vhite man's ways; there was no doubt that he could be
civilized.

The first right Meacham exhorted the Indians to appropriate was
froedon of speech. Semator George H, Williams accompanied Meacham on a

12G1enn Quiett
i u-mm). ‘;~mmmm: An Bpic of Rails

Ugancrofe, Higtoxy of the Noxthwest Comats I, 529,
l4gancroft, Oxegom, I, ix; II, 379.
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mt:umwuusm—-mnm.mo.u Yor
the firet time, these Indians were allowed to express themselves freely
on what they wanted to purchase with the government's amnuity funds,
The Indians were astonished at the granting of this right, but did not
sbuse it. They ssked, mot for blankets and ni-::u. but for ploughs,
bhorses, harnesses, wegons, and other farm tools. "If they are mem,"
paid Meacham, "treat them as such, and not &s children"; and on thia
ymsumumummuwuxmmmu-
fans.  One year later, Meachem reported that he had negotisted with
Indiang on the besis of consulting their desires and always they had
asked for the equipwent of civilimatiom, met for the trinkets of savage
uu.u lie wrote the Commissioner of Indian affairs im Maxch, 1870,
that he had observed that Indians were dissatisfied vhen council talks
were forbidden, and that since human nsture is the same smeng all peo-
ple, Indisns were jeslous of their rights and privileges. Ha intended
to vecognize the Indians' “rights as wen, wot as savages,” which includ-
ed "free expression of opinion om all legitimate and proper subjects™
under a system of dignified control, Ha believed mo harm would come
!mmm.mmwuthﬂ“b!ul&qm—l.“

15salem Ozezon Statessgn, Sepresber 22, 1869,

Loyaachan, and 116-19; Apgual Repoxt of She
Somtssioner of Tadian REleiEL, W30, p. 1%,
- VAmmugl Revort of the Commissiomer of Indisn Affairs, 1869,

181bid., 1870, p. 513,
19escham to Pavker, March 22, 1870, Meacham Papers.
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Meachem was misunderstood by some of his contemporaries and by
some recent writers because of his commitment to the policy of free
ml..-lh-ndm-zlrﬂum. Mre. Flora Warrem
Seymour calls him & “man of words." Timothy W. Davenport, s contems
m.wmwnﬂ“.z:dmuwwm
proposing anything mew for all of his words. It {s obvious the two
wen mever had @ meeting of minds, but Davenport must not have read any
of Meacham's reports. A survey of Davenport's 1ife suggests that jeal-
ocusy say have blinded hia, for he had political sepirations that were
never realized to the same degree ss Meacham's. Devenport served as
a special agent for a few months at the Umatilla agency during 1862
dlm.mum-op:bld-hqdph-llmﬁd
hﬂmnhnlgnl. At one time he was an aspirant for the
superintendent's office, hcuuu:nhmmmh
granted by Meachem as political patromage. Although Devenport's

h '-t. ‘“u. . 2 ‘ m m

lpgvenport, ‘Reminiscence of an Indian Agent,” 154
]hw September 18, 1862, Oregon S.I.A,,
Letter Book H:10; Rector to Devemport, September 28, M.M.;
Humtington to Willism P. Cole, Jume 29, 1863, ibid.; Davempert to
Bntington, May 25, 1963, Orxegen S,.I.A., Letters Received, 1863, Wo. 89;
Dole to Muntingtom, May &, 1883, ibid , Fe. 92.
D500 this work, Chap, III, p. 83,

Untescham to William H. Odell, August 24, 1871, Meschem Papers.
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criticiem of Meachan's "jow-wow" policy was not completely valid, it
did veflect the attitude of & segment of the Oregom populatiom,

To eivilise the Indian called for the sttainsent of certain
velledefined goals in addition to freedom of speech and the froedom
of having a voice in the disposal of imcoma. The goals which Mescham
sought for tha Indisns were not exigimal with him, but were a part of
the thinking of his day. The origimality lay in a determined effort om
Meachen's part to administer his superintendency in such a way as to
make sttainment possible.

With the fervency of a Methodist prescher, he sought to lead
the Indians from polygemy to woncgamy and to break the custom of pell-
ing wives. Joel Falmer of the Silets ageucy believed the elimination
of polygamy was one of the most essential reforms toward civilizing the
uu.uummuz-wmm-mgm“
he had patd, he should be reisbursed by the govermment. Palmer's
idea of reimburgement was not accepted by Meacham, but he worked inces~
santly em every resexvation toward getting the Indians to sgree to
release all wives but one and be formally married to that ona, At the
Harn Springs agency in Decombex, 1871, Meachan made a powerful appeal
to the Indisns and succeeded in getting many to free all but one
ﬁ!‘.u Meacham called the Werm Springs meeting a "eivil revival,”
and ststed that Indians who decided to become "white men" snd follow
white men's customs experienced emotioms "like white men newly converted

253001 Palmer to Mescham, July 14, 1871, ibid.
265a1em Oxggon Statesnan, December 9, 1871.
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27
to Christianity.,”  Meacham was not adverse to using the authority at

his disposal to move the Indians toward monogamy., When he ordered a
census of the Alses subagemcy, the agent was instructed to recognise
“only one wife'" to each man. All others were to be freed and allowed to

seek snother husband or live with p Meacham, when 1 ing
the agent on the plan, said, “We ave to think for them [Indimns] end
cauuhth-u:nn....'“ He went a etep further and commended
that all subordinates working at the ..-%a-u be discharged if
they had no heart for this reform program, Moascham saw that the
Indisn had to be pushed as well as drawn into accepting the white man's
monogamous marriage, but his attitude weas excessively patemslistic,
The white man's vices had corrupted the Indisn, and from the
vorst of these, liquor and gambling, Mescham wished to protect him.
Yor years Amoricams had lmown that alecholic beverages should be kept
from the Indisn, and for just as many yoars wen defied lawe and convice
tions by selling liguors to him. Mescham sttacked the problem coura«
geously, but with only a moderate degree of success. To his brother
John he wrote, "Discharge any employee who brings whisky onto the
resexvation,” and im o somewhat contradictory statement he added thet
mamum-mmcu"muum."” But eacham
found it was almost beyond his contrel to keep liguor from the Indisms.

¥iencham, Wigwen and Haxpath, 175, 178-79.
1Bygpchan to Palmer, July 10, 1871, Meacham Papers.
Yzbid.

30peacham to John Meaches, December 2, 1870, ibid.
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Indisn agents complained it was impossidle to secure the comvictiom of
m—ﬁunllmﬁnmuh‘t—.‘ They honestly tried,
mqum%‘mnmmmzummnmt
of law enforcement. Maachem sought the aid of the United States
District Attorney of Portland ageinst whites who trafficked iam Ligquox
uhln-.tnuthum.” e complained to the Commissioner
of Indian Affaixrs that the Clackamss County Court refused to enforce
the law, and asserted that he was doing all possible to break up the
traffic, but that few whites vere cooperating. He was certain the
Indisn Department had a just complaint againet county goversment, offi-
cers, end juries who mever convicted white vielators of the law against
selling liquor to Indisns. He said, "We admit our Indisns are fmmoral,
htnhnnutouutht-hat\-u."“
Heacham attained no better vesults inm his efforts against

gambling, An ironic miscarriage of the 4 e d

when §, D, Eheinbart, & temporary agent at Grand Ronde, had the Indians
upmtht:’uhnnuthﬂjnt of gambling; the gmblexs won on
a test vote, Meachan later said, "Under the nev law gambling is

3lwilliem H, Barnhart to Muntingten, June 10, 1868, Oregon
8.L.A,, Letters Received, Volume F,

3parnhart to Muntingtom, June 6, 1868, ibid., Usregistered
Letters Received; M. A, Conmoyer to Meacham, February 5, 1872, ibid.

DMeschan to John Cartwright, August 31, 1871, Meacham Papers,
M_ to m. M’ 1- lan. M'
353, D, Mheinkart to Meacham, September 24, 1871, ibid.
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mwuuzm;mmumzumummr.u
gaubling is now, and will contimue to be, common smong them,"  He
bad digcovered that the forces within asd without the reservation
bringing liquor and ganbling to the Indian, were grester tham moral
persuasion or law.

The public asttitude toward the Indians complicated the reform
efforts, There were white men who profited from trade with the Indians
and who exploited thair tendency to accept the white man's vices.
Many Tadisns could not endure confinement to the reservations during

the epring end susmer. There were always & mmber who sought forxmer
bunting and fishing haunts, and many who gravitated to the towns.
Indians from the superintendency in Washingtom Territory would come to
mdmux-—upum" Off-reservation
Indisns creatad (nter-superintendemcy problems and temsions.
Townspeople were particularly irked by the presence of Indians
and were impatient with superintendent snd agents if they were not
removed to the reservatiom promptly. A citizen of Albany wrote to
Meachan through his clerk that the Indisng there "have been a muisance
long emough” and insigted that if they were not removed fmmediastely he
would take the metter te Washington. He accused the Indians of theft,
m.-lldq.” The next year he wrote directly to Meacham
& short, stinging letter: '"One Indisn shot. Cause whigkey-~from forty

3feachan, ¥igwes and Marpath, 281.

’h.x.n-n-uu-.u-u,un.l-ﬁ-mm;
Meacham to Colomel Samuvel Ross, March 22, 1870, ibid.

383, W, Comner to C. 5. Woodworth, Jamuary 30, 1870, ibid.
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to seventy-five Indiane here looks as though reservation here--Have had
“umu’rnpumunumn'nm't
put & stop to ie.”

From Bugene, Meascham received a peatition signed by fifty-
soven citizens ststing that the city was "infiltrated with a baud of
strolling female Indian prestitutes” and since their presence was &
dasger o the morals of the ycuth thay domanded remcval to the reser- =
vatiouns. Agent Joel Palmer was ordered to brimg in the strays.
Palmer reported the results of his difficult trip. It was havrd on the
bhorses: be sterted with fourteem and returned with five. He gave
twenty-two Indiang permission to stay where they were until sprinmg,
and fifteen others promised to return at the same time. He left sup~
plies for those unable to sccompany him because of sickness, The cost
of the trip prohibited further expeditions. Palmer minimized public
objection to leaving the Indians vhere they were; in fact, mawny whites
vanted thes to stay. He stated, "The great hue and cry aw indicated
by the petition and corrispondence [4ic] was presented by a very few
for spite or personal gain by forcing expenditure of federal funds."
He was convinced that "s few humsne and well disposed people . . .
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believe the Indian condition would be bettered by removing them . + +,"
but that & much larger mumber were indiffervent, The worst groups were
those that comnived to retain the Indian in the commmity and work

39commer to Mescham, July 31, 1871, ibid.
40 umas ¥, Brows to Mescham, March 28, 1571, ibid.
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41
againgt removal by the ageat. Certaiuly there was no unanimity of

opinion among the whites with regard to the presence of Indiang in
their communities. This, coupled with the cost of removal, presented
Moachen and his agents with a major problem.

Meacham wrote the Commissioner of Indiam Affairs thet absenteec
Indisns created disciplinary problems, He informed him that military
foxce would be used if necessary to return them to the reservation, but
rarely was force used. He reported that he hed authorigzed civil suther-
umumoummumrzm.ummum
the heads of Indian women prostitutes. A reading of the recexd
reveals that Meacham's efforts, as emergetic ap they were, neither
brought all absentee Indimns to the reservation, nor stopped druniene
ness and orostitutiom,

The education of the Indians presentid & challenge and compli~
cated problems. Meacham wes not sn educstor, having had "but a limited
mm-&-.w."“ but he apprecisted the need of education and
gave thought and time to it. Three comclusions on Indian education
guided his administrative policy. First, he had little confidence in

Alpglnar to Meacham, Docember 26, 1871, ibid.
42Mpacham to Parker, Maxch 22, 1870, ibid.

4381and, B. Meachas, 6. The Methodist Church in Oregon
had no confidence im Government 's educational program for Indians
either, It was comsidered almost a complete failure, the csuse of
which was poor administration of Govermment policies and funds. The
Methodists asked for the 1 of Indisn aduinisteation from politice
to Christisn hands, The work of Reverend James M, Wilbur at the Yakims
Agency, Washington Tervitory, was exalted as the ideal. See

g g o Ay
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the system of education in force when he took office. Few children
attended existing schools, and those who did could not read or spesk
English after years of attendance, mogtly because they lived with their
m-hlhhn::ﬂum. He believed the schools were almost a
total fallure. Becond, Meacham believed & mamual labor echool should
mlnalhnﬂlﬂmo.u He promoted the idea as the only workable
edveational program for the Indisns, but there is no avidence that it %f_'f
was generally adopted at the time, Agent Lafollett on the Grand Ronde %
reservation was suthorimed to build such a school {n May, 1871, but he
rosigned defore ttc-uho-nmnty.“ Third, he provided a new o
visusl-aid teaching method. It congisted of & series of picture charts
which 11lustrated facts in nature and animal 1ife and contrasted man's
condition in the savage and civilimed states. Esch object had the
English name printed beside it. Meacham belisved this method was natu~
nltoth!d!.." There were eight charts im all, and it was
wmmmm«-mmnmum“ At
least Moacham was impressed with the nev teaching method; there is mo

“Imh— to Parker, March 22, April 18, 1870, Meacham Papers.

ASMescham to Parker, Harch 22, April 18, 1870, ibid.; Meatham
to Charles Lafollett, May 10, 1871, ibid.

46uaschan to Lafollete, {bid.

473glem Orezon September 9, 1671, There are simi=
larities in the method introduced to the modern Frank Laubach
method for teaching sdults to vesd. Whether or not the method originated

with Meacham is not knows.

e “%Anpual Repors of the Commissioner of imdisn Affaizs, 1871,
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record to show whether Indianm children were eanlightemed.

The allotmeat of land in severalty to the Indians was & goal
toward which Meacham worked earmestly and consistently, He and others
uxu-uuuuumm-lwnq‘:m‘-hnu-
ing the Indimn snd preparing him for full citimenship., The idea of
scquiring land in geveralty had 2 long history. It was stromgly rece
ommended to the Indiszns by Thomss Jeffersonm in 1308, and provisiom for
sllezing land in severalty was mwu..us-mm.”m
efforts to implement them were new. Fromoters of Indianm reform took
granting of land im severaity as a bagic plamk in their platform. Indie
ans who had advanced in the white man's ways pressed for lead allot-
ment, Thay saw im it a safeguard against yemoval from the land thay
loved, from auncestors' graves and from living loved omes, as well as
protection from arbitrary ageats. tqh;{wudhmh
severslty would create incentive to work.

Preparations for land survey and oventusl land allotment began

“FMsachan to Parker, February 8, 1071, Meschem Papers; Palumer
to Meacham, July 14, 1271, +1 Angsal Repoxt of the Commissioner of
Indian Affaizs, 1871, p. 306.

50momas Jeffersen to Captain an Indisn chief, e.
1808, Saul K. Padover, Jaffszaon (New York, 1043 xm).'s&-u;

Slindtans of Grand Ronde to Pres
Oregon §.1.A., Unvegistered Letters Rece
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52
with an order to take a census of the Indian reservations. Senator

Henry W. Corbett wrote the Commissioner of Indiam Affairs in December
of 1870 that he spproved Meacham's recommendation for the survey of
the Grand Ronde Agency for the purpose of alloting lande to heads of
families and othera, He supported approval om the basis of his own
visit to the agency & few months earlier where he found Indians dissat~
isfied because of the "nonsurvey of these lands." Ha beliaved the
Indians' improvemenc on the lands could not be retained without the
guarantee of surveyed and allotted hﬂl.” In March, 1871, the Acting

Commissioner of Indian Affairs seat & dum to the $ y of

the Interior, referring to Meacham's request for the survey of Indian
lands, with a recommendation that the survey be ordered. A few days
later the Secretary approved the recommendation and instructed the
General Land Office to proceed mﬂmly.“ Heacham, encouraged by

the horization, p d for completion as rapidly as possible. He

wrote the Surveyor Gemeral of Oregon that he was anxious to have the
55

surveys completed in time for allotment in the fall of 1871, In

52y, R. Dumbar to Meacham, July 22, 1871, Meachas Papers;
Meacham to W. H. Boyle, June 23, 1870, ibid.; Meachsm to Charles
Lafollett, June 23, 1870, ibid.; Meachan to Fnapp, June 23, 1870, ibid.

53corbett to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, December 20, 1870,
Oregon 8.1.A.

Sboteice ications b Acting Commissioner of Indisn
Affairs and the Secretary of the Imterior, March 9, 13, 1871, Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs (Natiomal Archives), Neo. 2, January, 1870, te
January, 1874,

55Meacham to W. H. Odell, September 20, 1871, Meacham Papers.
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October he urged the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to secure early
spproval for the Grand Homde surveys by the Gemeral Lamd Office in

Washington because the Indians were anxious to start work on thair
36

homes before winter.
Bxcellent progress toward the desired goal of allotment im

severalty vas attained in 1871, Bverything sppeared to be ready for
taking the grest step toward advascement im civilizstion. But by

3 ¥, 1872, Meschem was th d with 1 from office and in
view of the threst dared mot order sllotment of lands. Meachan sssexrt=
ed that "Thompsos the Deputy Surveyor Geaeral of Oregon is ready and
willing but it would compromise me at this juncture, hemce, I must
abandon the idea for the presemt, snd perhaps forever." le wanted
the agent to explain to the Orand Ronde Indisns that the delay came
through no fault of his own, and that he still would heve it done at
-unymuumaumuuuoum.” Thus ended &
nearly successful program to allot Indisns land in severalty.
Unanswered questions are raised at this point. Did Mescham
sscrifice the welfare of the Indisns in favor of persomal political
survival? If he had ordered the allotment of land to the Grand Eonde
Indians could the order have been implemented! Were there strong polit-
ical forces opposing allotment! Certalnly the need for allotment was
the same, and politicians such as Corbett did mot change their attitude.

Séyeachan to Commissioner of Indian Affsirs, October 28, 1671,

Abid,

5MMoachan to L. §. Dyar, January 9, 1872, ibid.
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As late as 1878 Seaator Corbett wrote Carl Schurs that there was ample
law in the treaties to issue title to the Indians for the land set
apart for them, and that if this could be done for & few Indisms only
umuuuum:hmdmtmbu.” Hever
were the Indians in Oregom so close to receiving their lands in sever-
alty &s in 1871, but another sixteen years were to pass before the
Dswes Act of 1887 made it & policy for Indians of all States.

The policy of comcentrating Indians on reservations was popular
after the Civil ‘t.” Friends of the Indisns delisved they would be
cared for, protected from enemies, snd sheltered from the vicas of
white men. Others sccepted the policy becsuse they believed removal
of Indisns to veservations would open mew lands for settlement and
free settlers from the denger of Indien sttacks. When the policy was
extended to removal of Indisn tribes from established reservations and
concentration of them on lands north of Nebrasks and south of Kanses,
altruistic as vell as selfish interests created onulun.“ Meacham's
attitude toward the gquestion apparently followed the administration
policy from 1869 to 1872, He epproved the reservation system and also
the consolidation of several reservatioms into eme, During his temm of

58Corbett to Carl Schure, June 25, 1878, Schurs Papers (Mamu~
script Division, Library of Congress, Washiamgtom), 1842-1906.

59Priest, Uncle Sam's Stepchildren, 6.
601p4d., 7.
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office he was confromnted with three types of removals: 1) the removal
of nomad and conquered Indians to reservations; 2) the concemtratioa of
all Oregon Indians on two reservatioms; 3) the removal of the Umatilla
reservation Indians to a differemt reservatiom,

After Gemersl Ceorge Crook had defeated the Snake Indians in
eastern Oregon in 1368, plans were made t0 remove them to a reserva-
tion., Superintendent Huntington was mot able te accomplish the task
before his removal from office, but Meacham proposed it as his first
major project. He wrote the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in August,
1869, that he believed the Snake Indians would "cheerfully" go te
Klsmath but not to Siletz reservation. Ne called for the fulfillmeat
of all promises to them., He wanted to lmow if momey would be available
to subsist and control the Indians {f they refused to 3o to the reser-
vation, becsuse if not, they would takes to the warpath to prevent

starvation. The thing ded, therefore, was support to "carry out

51
@ll promises made to a helpless race."  After funds and epproval were

received, detailed plans were made and the newspapers were kept informed
of developments, The press normally reported Indiam Affairs activities
a8 items of interest to the Oregom public. Agents and superintendeants
liked the world to knew about the successes (but not failures) im hand-
ling the Indlans. In this case, however, an investigator gets the
impression that Mescham and supporters of the peace policy wanted to
convince the public of the policy's success.

The bifurcated expedition uas s msjor undertaking. Ome group

GlMescham to Parker, August 10, 1869, Mescham Papers.
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undex the leadership of Ivan Applegate left Klamath Agency for Port
Harney. S8ix soldiare and six friemdly hdunmu‘thmty.u
The supply train consisted of four wagone loaded with forty baxvels of
flour and four bales of bl-hu.“ Two Indians went as interpreters,
and a chief of the Summer Lake Snakes and two of his head men sccompa-
udﬁo:rquﬁmuummtm:mmn—cmtau
promises. The presence of the witnesses was a Meacham touch. Anoth~
or group under the personal direction of Meachsm left The Dalles about
October 8. This party was composed of about thirteen persoms including
Meacham, his brother John, and Dector William hhy.”

The expedition raised hopes that Indian removal would make
mmum-on.-mmuum.“ and bring a necessary
peace raquired for settlement of land which was essential to the suc-
cess of "our matiomal mm."" Fifveon hundred Indisns were to
be collected and conducted to the Klamsth agency. One thousand were
gatheved about Camp Harmey, 160 miles east of Camp Varmer, snd five
memne-hm.u Moacham was only partislly

624cacham to Ivan Applegate, September 21, 1869, ibid.
S3eacham to Peter W, Caris, September 21, 1869, ibid.
64galen Oreson Statesmsn, Janvary 18, 1870,

651pi4.

66xbid. , October 9, 1869,

S7Ipid., Decesber 1, 1869,

681hid., October 9, 1869,
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mm:m'ouo!ﬁumh‘:m-lumhﬁmm-
sented to go to the Klamath reservation. Reasons offeved for the
snall success were opposition from the military and the influence of
contractors, teamsters, laborers, and "bummers” who depended on the
contisusnce of Indian trouble for their ununu.n
The record of Smake Indian removal to Klamath reservation
indicates that Meacham tried to conduct it in a manmer that would cre-
ate confidence in the promises of the Covermment and of Neacham, This
squared with hig basic philosophy of what was wromg in Indian relations.
The business of the expedition, however, was conducted within the frama~
work of accepted political practicest 1) the use of political friends
and relatives to man the expedition, snd 2) the issuance of supply cone
tracts to political party supporters. Orders such as 100 barrels of
flour, 100 pairs of blankets, and 1,500 yards of flamnel to Wagner
MeCall & Company, and 500 pairs of blankets and 4,000 yards of woolen
goods to Rogue River Valley Woolen Manufacturing Company would tend to
-hchu-nl;;ummo!thhhhﬂ-r-vdu =4
the reservation.
In December, 1870, Meachsm wrote the Oregon semators at Washe
ingten that he had a plan which if adopted would gettle the Indian

69Ibid., November 24, 1869; Kaapp to Parker, December 30, 1869,
Oregon §.1.A., Unregistered Letters Received.

703alen Oregon Statesmsn, Jamuary 19, 1870.

7igaspp to Parker, December 30, 1869, Oregon S.L.A. Unregis~
tered Letters Received; Meacham vo McCall, October 21, 1070, Meacham
Papers; Meachas to Wagner McCall Co., September 21, 23, 1869, ibid.




question im Oregon “for sll tise.” Oregom Republicans like Ben
Holladay, Henry Failing, and Harvey W. Scott backed the plam. -."lz_
asked to be imvited to Washington to present the scheme im persem.
After receiving a request from promiment Oregon Republicans, the Indisn

sffalre ofiice gave rel thorization for Meacham to p d to
mumhﬂ-m"wn-n. Meacham made the trip
in Jenusry, 1871, and returned April 12, His proposal called for the

establ {shment of two reservations im Oregom oa which all Indians were
to bs comcentrated. Indiams east of the Cascade Mountains were to be
lecated om a reservation isolated from the white mam, and all west of
the Cagcade would be placed om amother reservatiom. The Grand Romde

Indisng were to be exempt from the second since they were resdy to take
lands in severalty. The proposal was supported with arguments that

Umatills reservation was destinmed to be takem over by white men except
for four hundred Indisns who would demand lend in severalty according
to treaty; that the Wamm Sprisgs agency was a "fraud” and the Indians
mst be relocated elsewhere; that the Oregon military road invaded the
m.ta-n-nm:u::cmmum

Snake Indisns refuged to live om Klamsth, When Mescham wrote Lindesy
Applegate the details of his proposal, Applegate replied that the plan
of consolidation vas not new and that be believed it to be the best

724aachen to Senstors ¥Williams aad Corbett, Decesber 3, 1870,
Meacham Papers.

Thieachan to Parker, April 15, 1871, ibid.
ToMoacham to Willisms and Corbett, December 3, 1870, ibid.
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course “to forever settle snd quiet the 'Indisn Question' of Oregon."
Anmmmmmmm.ﬂuwm
he was “thoroughly scquainted” with the Indisna.

Meacham's proposal to establish a reservation im eastern Oregon
was vecomended for approval by the Acting Commissioner of Indiam Af-
fairs on March 10, and by the Secretary of the Imterior om March 14.
On the latter date, President Grant ordered withdrawal of the lands.
But apparently there was no further attempt om the part of Meschem or
others to concentrate Oregon Indians om two reservations., The subject
was not discussed by Meacham after his return from Weshington, How
strongly he believed in the proposal is a question, for later he vigore
ously opposed forcing Modoc Indians omto the Klamsth reservation with
the Klamath Indisns, HMeacham might have been the spokesman for party
leaders who promoted the two-reservation plan; he did mot believe in
it emough to fight for it,

The removal of the Indisus from Umatilla reservatiom had been
recommended for years by both friends and enemi Agent William

Barnhart declared in his fimal veport in 1869 that the reservation was
wrongly located becsuse it was surrounded by white settlers who owned
the greater part of the good land in Umatille County, Moreover, it

was crigscrossed by roads bearing passenger or United States mail

75 Ivan Applegate to Meacham, December 31, 1870, idid.

Commispioner to Delamo, March 10, 1871, Ofiice of Com~
nmissioner of Indlan Affairs, Recommendations, II, Jaouvary, 1870, teo
January, 1874, This was en inter-office commmication with various
notations mede on the original recommendation.
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stages, and were the msin highweys to agricultural settlements and gold
mining camps. Even a railroad would eventually psss through it. The
vhites, consequently, were clamoring for Indism removal, Barnhart be-
lieved that Indians would have to go sooner or later, and he therefore
recommended that they be paid a fair price and have geod homes built
in & new locaticn, He suggested they be seut to the Yakims and Nem
Perce reservatioms, but, he seid, “do mot beguile them to some 'bowling
wilderness' with empty promises, as was too frequently the custom ia
miuh‘uuhamuutmwumml.“" Meacham
agreed with Barnhart that agents would not be sble to protect the Indi-
sns from white harassment end recommended that & commission be appointed
mmnumuml.n By September, 1370, Mescham, in his am~
nual report, urged implementation of the congressional bill of July 1,

1870, which suthorised .‘7;”0!“ $2,000 for negotisting the sale of
the Umatilla Indian lands.

Barlier, in March, Meachsm notified Comuissioner Ely Semuel
Parker that he had not allowed discussion of removal in the Umatilla
Indian council because he had not been suthorised to do it. The Indians,
he said, were debating it among themselvee and many had dnhnl‘;:iq
vill die on the graves of their fathers bef they be a."

"Thupual Beport of the Comminsioner of Indisn Affairs, 1869,
pp. 157-80,

TPrhid., 153-54,
"Ibid., 1870, pp. 514-15.
S0yeachan to Parker, March 22, 1870, Meacham Papers.
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mwwummwmﬁzum
with the right "moral qualifications™ were selected.  In Decesber,
before lesving for Washington to present the great two-reservatiom plam,
Meacham went to the Usatilla reservation to deteraine the attitude of
the Snitams toward senval ond sal of thai lanls. Still pressing
for action, he reminded Commissioner Pavker in May, 1871, that instruc- )
tions concerning negotistions for sale of Umatilla raservation had not il
h—mtnl.a Finally, the lustructicus were sent om May 31, They §
ordered that the Isdisns be asked to sell their land end remove to .
asother reservation or take land in severalty of mot more thea 160 scres rak
each at the Umatilla reservation; they emphasized that “special cave" {==
must be taken to protect the Indisns from undue outside p while

msking their decisiom. It was desired that they mot "sgree to smything

they wight Mavestter rogret.” i
Meachanm was glad for the isstructions, but wes wnhappy im that

Unatilla Agent Narcisse Conmoyer was placed in charge of the three-man =

comission named to do the megotisting, with himself and Joha 5. White )

mmmﬂm.” Since this placed & “superior officer second

to a subordinate officer,” Hescham refused to serve unless he should be

Simid.

824eachen to William W, Boyle, December 13, 1870, ibid.
83eachan to Parier, May 13, 1871, ibid.

34parker to Meacham, May 31, 1871, ibid.

851pid.




named the principsl, which he ssserted, had been the earlier agreement,
During June and July the debate as to who should be the principal megoe

tiator went on.

In a tactful move, Meacham demonstrated his abilities by raising
questions with Commissiomer nn-bu- angwars to which, be said,
should guide the chief negotiator. He kmew how to ask good questions.
The letter with the questions was followed the next day by a report to
Parker on a mecessary visit to the Umatilla agency earlier im June for
the purpose of pettling the Indisne' minds snd promoting acceptance of
the mew sgent, Narcisse Comnoyer, He snmounced that the Catholics were
pleased with the sgemt but that the non-Catholics, the Dreamers (follow-
axs of Smohollah) were distrustful of him, The Catholic priests, he
asserted, wanted to control everything, snd the Dresmers resisted and
threatened to leave. Meachem stated that he had told the Indianms that
thay had rights; that they would not be compelled to sell their lLamd
n—umumwum-nxmmmm.rn
that priests were there to teach religiom, mot to emforce it,  Whether
or not Meacham's demonstration of Inowledge and wisdom influemced the
final decision Ls sot known, but on July 29 the Commissicser of Indiam
Affairs recommended to the Secretary of the Interior that Meacham be

opoacham to Parker, Juna 22, 1871, ibid.
8Meschan to Parker, Juna 23, 1871, ibid.
.
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L2
named the principal in the negotiatioms. hﬁ:moﬂumw

informed of the decision by telegram on August 5.

The negotiations with the Indians of the Umatilla resexvation
took place August 7-12, 1871. Present were two representatives of the
Board of Indian Commissioners, Pelix Brunot and Thomas K. Cree, and
the three specfal commissiouers with Meacham as chaimman, The five~
day meeting was filled with words, no small portion of which were
Meachan's, He loved to talk amd he defended the Indian's right to
talk, After all the words had been borme away by vinds, & clear-cut
decision remained-~the Indisns would not sell their resexvation and
uhttur-nl.u Brunot, in anslysing the history of the reserva-
tion, expressed the belief that im the light of msladuinistration of
ageats, the misspplication of fumds, the failure of the govermmemt to
keep promises, the years of talk by agents urging removal, it was amas-
ing that the Indiasns had advanced so womderfully. He believed that to
_nn-—;-uu-q;uu.nn-m-mmuu-
ing of promises.

Although Meacham's confidence im himself secems excessive at

9comissioner to Delano, July 29, 1871, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, Recommendatioms, II

%pcting Commissioner B, R. Clum to Meacham, August 5, 1871,
Offlce of Indian Affaivs, Correspondence Land Division, V (Mational
Archives), April 29, 1871, to August 16, 1871,

o ;:A,-nnmnmmnmumnn.
. » .

921p1d., 97,
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times, and the intemmingble Umatilla negotiations are wearisome, yet

bis comcern for the Indisns' individual rights and his desire to pro=
tect them from exploitation are evident. In the negotistions Meacham
retreated from the sarlier theoretical position which called for the

concentration of all Oregon Indisne on two reservations. He would mot
force sny Indiam to surrender that which was his by treaty rights. The
Government's offer to megotists the purchase of the Umatilla reserva~-
tion without force and its willingness to accept the Indisn's refusal
to sell were parhaps unique in the annals of Indian relations. OGrant's
peace policy had created some changes.

Risniasal fxom the Supexintendency

Dismissal from the superintendenmcy came guddenly and shockingly
to Meacham, to his friemds, to Oregon Republicams, to Oregon Method-
ists, and to the Indimns. Apparemtly first mews of removal came from
the December 22 isgue of the San Francisco Newy Bulletin, ss quoted in
the January 3, 1872, Oreson Statesasa. T. B, Odenesal was named his
successor.

Surprise and vegret was expressed by Oregon newspapers. The
Oregon Statesman described Meacham's services as excellemt, au;,
faithful, and earmest in seeking the improvement of the Indians,

The Fortland Opegonisn, announcing the news in its January 5 issue,
said that the removal of Meacham "cccasions a good deal of surprise.
¥o event could have been more unexpected.” The Qxsgoniag epoke

933a1em Oregon Stategman, Jenuary 3, 1872,
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approvingly of Mescham's work and laid the blame for his dismiesal om
Felix Brunot of the Boaxrd of Indisn Commissioners who reportedly was
digsatisfied with Meschan's arguing for the removal of the Indisns at
the Umatilla Couneil the preceding August. The newspaper inaisted that
Meacham "did not press the point unfairly or take advantage of the
Indisne," but that the commissioner received the {mpression that Meacham
had joined the popular clamor to bave the Indisns removed. The
Oregonisn concluded that Meacham had been judged harshly for “something
he had not thought or planned.” It deseribed him as an "enthusiast om
the subject of caring for and elevating the Indians, and no better man
e-hh:dbmutth_w.-lj.tpuqdhm'
tration,"

Because of the peculiar involvements surrounding Meschan's
disaiseal, the & which brought it to pass must be cxamined fully.
Loring Benson Priest believes the record indicates Meacham was dismigsed
mm.” A fuller exsmisation of the documents raises seri-
ocus questions comcerming the accuracy of that comclusion.

Iunl—“MdMl..md:hm'l
bumene policy. He was owere that he was called amn "enthusiast” and
h"‘l‘i--ﬁ.ah-"" The descriptions help corroborate the

9portland Oregonisn, Janusry S, 1872,

Spriest, Unsle Sam's Stepchildzen, 60

%6pacham to Willisms, Jamuary 9, 1872, Mescham Papers.
MMeachan to Senator Corbett, Jamuary 10, 1872, ibid.
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fact that he seslously tried te administer the Government's policy. He
was the first Oregon Buperintendent of Indisn Affairs who comsistently
held the welfare of the Indians basic in his philosophy of administra-
tion. In his 1871 smmual report Meachsm listed what he considered to
be advanced steps in dealing with the Oregon Indisng. First, the
Indian had been recognized as & person and successfully consulted com~
corning the expenditure of annuity funds; second, some agencies had
been partially democratised with the adoptiom of & policy of electing
chiefs; third, trial by jury had been imstituted; fourth, polygsmy had
been checked and the sale of women for wives prohibited; fifth, slavery
had been eliminated; sixth, improvement in educational methods, re=
sults, and interest had besn schieved through the adoption of “object=
charts", seventh, preparation for allotmemt of land in severalty, which
had inspired mew hope inm the Indisn and "with proper management' would
causa tribal relations to dissppear, had been sccomplished. He called
for laws which would make possible full Indian -uu—np.“

These forward stepe were accomplished within the framework of
accepted political procedures with only sa occasional deviation.
Patronege was used for political and friendship reasoms, but always
Meacham sought to give jobs to men who he felt wore mworally qualified
to carry out the humane policy, end refused positions to incompetent
—numnmuupumdmm.” Once he

- 9%Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affeizs, 1811,

99Mencham to Brumot, January 29, 1872, Meacham Papers.



complained to a petitioner that “the trouble with me is I have so many
mmu straightensd circumstances that I can do mothing fox you.
L Ibnlmhlrtﬂhbm‘”ﬂnllﬁ:‘““h
give hinm employment st Klamath Agency if possible. Even though
Mescham sought political patronage for "worthy" friands, he ordeved
mmu«cmtuuumuqm-omhnun;ubh
and to use Indians for common labor as & civilizing medium.

There was political criticism of the way Meacham handled wous
tine affaive, In 1870 he inforxmed Ivan Applegate that he would make
one more effort to get him appointed agent at Klamath, but that he did
NOL expect success Mhmd:g‘ymeuu for giving him Yainsx,
a subdivision of Klamath agency. He told Applegate that he was re~
proached for giving John McCall so many contracts to fi11 and for place
John Meschan in charge of Klamath, but that he expected "to run
the affairs that 1 am officially vesponsible for according to my judg~
md:ﬂoﬂnm."m But the “comsequences,” when they
finally came, did not imvolve sppointwents and contracts; rather, they
found Meacham caught in the crosafire of the Methodist«Roman Catholie
battle.

100y0achan to French T, Mix, August 31, 1871, ibid.
10lyeachan to Johnson ¥. Wigh, Novesber 7, 1871, ibid.
102p44.

103gachen to Iven Applegate, November 12, 1870, ibid.
10444,
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The first reason given for dismissal was Meacham's positiom on
Indisn removal from the Umatilla reservation, Meachsm challenged this
charge in letters to Senators Corbett snd Willisms. He denied Brumet's
charge that he was trying to dispossess the Indians of their lands.
Hie was, he said, enly trying to do what Williams "end every other mem-
boxr of Congress has bean trying to do for tem years<-to remove the
Nl‘n."" After all, he was obligated to present both sides of the
removal question to the Indians, and this should not have been cause
!-'“-uul.t“ To Corbett he stated that he believed the Umatilla
cc-u-nnlylm.“,

Further, Meacham was told that Wilbur of the Yakima agency had
poisoned Brunot's mind against him, and this Meacham believed st
uxu.‘“ The two men had clashed over the presence of Yakima resexve-
tion Indians in Oregon for whom Wilbur refused to acknowledge respomai~
bilicy. muuhmmuhg’mm.-‘ﬁna
part of the quarrel was in Brunot's presence. Wilbur's anger against
Heachanm was also stirred st the time John Smith was appointed agent of
Warm Springs in the spring of 1871. Wilbur backed Staphen Coffin for
the appointment, snd Meachem backed Smith, Both Coffin and Wilbur were

105Mascham to Williams, January 9, 1872, ibid.
106encham to Corbett, January 10, 1872, ibid.
I”m.

1081p1d. ; Meacham to Willisms, Jasuary 9, 1872, ibid.

10%gachan to Willimes, Jamuary 9, 1872, ibid.
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furious, and Coffin even asserted he was the one who csused Meacham's
‘m.“o Although there was good reason to suspect that Wilbux
mmmmmcmaammu-mm
Brunot had anything to do with it.

Minor reasoms suggested by Meachan as possible causes for his
dismissal were joalousy of Semnstor Corxbett and political purposes of
"th-llm."nl It sppeared suspicious to Meacham that Corbett waited
thirty~one days between the time he was first requested by the Secre-
tary of the Interior to nominste a replacement (Hovember 25) and the
day ha wrote Meacham (December 26). The delay mede countermeasuvres
..uau.m Cree pointed the finger of suspiciom at politicians.
Meacham professed to believe this and named four ressons why they
winted him out of officet 1) Memcham had declared publicly that the
Indiam Service should be separated from politics; 2) he had refused
jobs to “whisky barroom politicisns"; 3) he could not end would not gem-
ble and drink at the politiciams' “club rooms" or visit "unworthy plac~

14
es"; and 4) he vefused to spend govermment funds to win elsctions,

110 achen to Jobn Smith, February 9, 1872, ibid.; Meacham to
Jesse Applegate, Pebruary 6, 1872, ibid.

1y acham to Righ, March 16, 1872, ibid.; Thomas K. Cree to
Meacham, Pebruary 29, 1872, Board of Indisn {oners, Outgoing Coxre
respondence, January to Septembar, 1872, Cree and Felix Brumot were
Bosrd of Indisn Commissioners' represemtatives to the Umatills Coumeil.
112gagacham to H. H, Mitchell, Jenuary 27, 1872, Meachsm Papers.
3 ancham to Jesse Applegete, Pebruary 6, 1872, ibid.

Wyeacham to Cree, Jamuary 19, 1872, ibid.
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Y¥eacham went on to say that he had felt so gecure in his office “that
lﬁumbdmheuum-.'m To Brunot he wrote that
the politicians wanted to secure the official patromage of the Indiam
department for political ends; that they did mot want the Indisns to
receive land in severalty which would make it impessible to drive them
from their homes, ané To block this Meacham must de removed; that
Meacham was from 3 Democratic county that would have no votes in the
next legislature; and that it was known that Moocham was am origimel
muumm---mu-u.-—nmumuu-
coxs were formerly Demosrats. After listing the various ressons
why politicisng wished to unseat him, he appesred to drop “politics™
as a basic cause for dismissal. He was comvimced that the majority of
the Oregon Republicans were favorshle to him and that Odenecal was just
as surprised with the appointment as he was with the dismissal. Odeneal
even proposed declining the office in Meacham’s faver, but because of
a charge of dighonesty he could not very well resign without admitting
.-m.m Meacham finally concluded that the only part politics had
nmuuu-u&-uucmozhum.m Available
evidence confirms this conclusion.

1131b4g.
116Meachan to Brumot, Jamuary 29, 1872, ibid.

117eachan to John Smith, Pebruary 9, 1872, ibid.; Meschan to
Williams, Fabyuary 1, 1872, ibid.

113sschan to Smith, February 9, 1572; Meacham to My Dear

Brother D. J. Perves), Vebruary 2, 1872, ibid. Captain Fervee
vas Mrs, A, B, Meachan's brother.
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The main resgon offered for Meacham's dismissal concerned the
Roman Catholic fight to take Grand Ronde Agency from the Methodists,
and an attempted compremise to give Port Hall, Idsho Agency, to the
Catholics and Klamath to the Methodigts. Fort Hall Agemcy was origi~
nally sssigned to the Methodists, as was Grand Ronde. Johngon High
was the Methodist agent appointed to Fort Hall., The question of how
to satisfy the Roman Catholic demand for Fort Hall avose while Meacham
was in Washington during the first quarter of 1871, He understood
from Attornay Cemeral Williams and Senator Corbett that Secretary Delano
was willing for the Catholics to have Fort Hall if the Methodists would
mbt&.n’ The question between Secretary Delano and Meacham was
authvdutvdthcuhlhohhhh::.ldl.htnﬁnh
the contending elements could be harmoniszed. As & compromise,
Meachen proposed that he give up his claim to Klamath agency and turm
it over to the Methodiste as a reward for surrendering Fort Hall to the
_cuhuu.m With the approval of Secretary Delano, Heacham
went to New York City to persuade Dr, W. L. Harris, Assistast Corres-
ponding Secvetary of the Methodigt Board of Migsions, to agree to the
m.m

119eachan to Brunot, March 13, 1872, ibid.

120yencham to Doctor William Harris, March 14, 1872, ibid.
125yeacham to Brusoe, Maveh 13, 1872, ibid.

uzm



The Metbodists agreed to accept Klamath agency and yleld Fort
Hall to the Roman Catholics. The formal appointment of High to Klsmath
..-q--a-wn.tm.m In June Meaches notified the
appointee that upon the presentation of his commiseion, John Meachem
uwmummmmumm Meacham tele-
graphed Comaiseioner Parker om July 6 that High had not yet reported
ot Klamath and asked (f (t would be possible to transfer him to Grand
Ronde in oxder to fill the vecency ceused by Charles lLafollett's resig-
-llll.m Word was received about August 1 that Lafolletts' resignation
nmm.m‘;ﬂum-muu—uouummu-
the Interior office. lpmmua.-u-omtuuu'o
account as subagent of Klamath agency. The Reverend Charles C.
Stratton (presiding elder of Oregon Methodists) lster related that High
began complaining as soon as he took over the Klamath agency because he
had been transferred from a full agemcy to & subagency with reduced gal-
ary, and thet the agency wes not what it was purported to be, but had
been run largely in the interest of Meacham's brother and not of the
Ht_.m Stratton said, "This Mr. High seems Co be an indefatigable

1235, &, Clum to Meachsm, April 19, 1871, ibid.
124y0nchan to High, June 21, 1871, ibid.

125y gachan to Parker, July 6, 1871, Lbid.
126ypncham to Lafollete, August 1, 1671, ibid.

127y 00chan to Wigh, Auguet 3, 1871, fbid.
128y0achem to High, August 19, 1871, fbid.

129, c. Stratton to Reversnd A, F. Weller, Pebrusry 8, 1872,
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worker and evidently has a good deal of influsnce here [Hew Yark City
Mnmdm-:m.“m High's complaints were
effective for in late November Harris formally motified Delano that the
Methodists had been misled and deceived on the Fort Hall transfer and
requested the resssignment of Fort Hall agency to that church and High
uthm-llm.ux

Harris accused Meacham of stating that the Roman Catholics had
prior claim to Fort Hall, of asserting that Klamath wes a full agency
when in reality it was only a subagency, and of keeping High at Salem
metdmmu“mu&-Mhumm
John Meacham might continue in charge. Almost immediately after
Harris's letter reached the Secretary of the Interior, Semator Corbett
muﬂum-mhm.mw.m&lﬂ-mt
do until December 19, and did nmot write Meacham until December 26.

As the news of Meacham's dismissal became widely known and pec-
ple recovered from the first shoek, efforts were made to revoke the
order. Oregon Methodigm and other Protestant groups rose up im protest.
Evidently Harris of the New York office did mot comsult the wishes of
Oregon Methodists. They did not want Fort Hall, but they did want

131y, L. Herris to Delano, November 24, 1871, ibid.
132140,

Corbett to Delano, Decesber 19, 1071, Oregon B.L.A.,
Department of the Interior, Appointment Divisiom, R.G., 48, Box 85.



Grand Bonde which had been assigned to the Catholics at the time
Mescham was dismisged, Letters of protest were semt to Harris, The
Reverend Willism Roberts of Portland asserted that the church would
sot be benefited helf ss much from any other men and pleaded for
Meacham's xuunzh-.m Be growled at the replacement of the Meth~
odist agent at Grand Ronde, L. S. Dyar, Wm&l Catholic agent, P, R,
Sinnott, who, he said, was a rum runner. Harris received another
letter signed by fifteen men-~officials of the Ovegom Methodist comfere
ence, president and prof of Willamette University, and pastors

of other denominations. It urged tha reinstatement of Meacham "for
the good of the Indians” because he had done wore for them than any of
Mspnh«uum.m Harris was told that "Mr, Meacham, though holdisg
no denominational commection with our church is one of its warmest amd
most mealous supporters, givimg to it all the infiuence and charactex
um.-(-:.m)umu."u’ Pregiding elder Stratton
vent to Mew York im February, 1872, to see what he could do, His letter

134Roverend Willism Roberts to Harvis, February 5, 1872,
Meacham Papers.

13544,

1363p44.; J. Dillon, Willism Roberts, George W. Izer, I. D,
Driver, J. W, Miller, G, Hinea, J, L, Parrish, L, M, Nickerson, A. F,
Vsller, Josiah Dowersex; P. 5. Kanight, W, B. Stewart, F. W.

L, J. Powell, and Lowell L. Rogers to Harris, Februaxy 5, 1872, Ovegon
l...:.:;. Department of the Interior, Appeintment Division, R.G. 48,

137ps1lon gt g1, %o Harris, February 5, 1872, Oregom S.L.A.,
Department of the Interior, Appointment Divisiea, R.G. 48, Box 85,
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to the Reverend A, E. Waller convinced Meacham that High's unilateral
statement of dissatisfacticn with the Fort Hall-Klamath transfer was
the ultimate cause of his dismissal. Stratton had earlier talked with
Attorney Genexal VWilllams who expressed the belief that a mistake had
mmummusmmwu-me.m
The dismissal could have been prevented if Secretary Delano had been
soen at the outset, but delayed commmications (one telegram took two
weeks to reach Washington) had apparently made it teo late to corvect
the erver, although Stratton wes willing to try, He was sure he could
have blocked Meacham's yemoval from office ({f he had arrived in the
hnnn-.m

Ho one was willing to sccept the responsibility for Meachem's
dismissal. h—emﬂt&thh‘mm"ﬁodt‘unmt-

mnmmk-m:ﬂy—l—vﬂ." that he had just read
the news in the papers, -‘Mhhlu;zh-h‘uld
"justly and fairly"™ st the Umstills Coumeil, Wilbur denied having

any part in the dismisgal, Williame disclaimed any foreknowledge of it
or oven any comsultation on the subject, and Corbett said he was urged

13%g¢cratton to Wsller, February 8, 1872, Neacham Pspers.
1390b4g.

140uonchan to Harris, Mareh 14, 1872, ibid.

141114,

14251gh to Meacham, Pebrusry 5, un.m.-l.u..m
ment of the Interior, Appointment Divigiom, R.6. 48, Bex
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143
for & h to p s nonination bafore he ylelded. Meachan's

dismissal was evidently & “hot potato” that no one wanted to touch.

mtmwzounumwuwmy. He demanded
an investigation, but was denied a hearing. The dismissal hurt him
deeply becsuse he beliecved his integrity and honssty vere impugned and
desired more than anything else to clear himself “of any stain or im-
m”uhumm‘m It wes bard for him to surrender the
position bdecause it had become more tham a salaried job; it was a life's
-ﬂ.lmhtuﬁmdbmh‘mhtﬂ-m
work had “fairly begun.” He was obliged to sccept the many denials
of responsibility for the dismissal, but of High he {requently said,
"he wrought more than he intended." He never was able to reconcile
Harris' and High's denial of seeking his removal with Stratton's letter
vhich pointed the finger of guilt at them.

Meacham was not dismissed for incompetence. Rather he was a
victim of the struggle between Roman Catholics and Methodists over com=
trol of Indian agencles, a struggle he tried to mediate honestly. He
defended his position om Fort Hall to the last, and to many people.
The clearest statement of it was made to Harris:

140Meachan to Harris, March 14, 1872, Meacham Papers.
14heachan to Brunot, March 13, 1872, ibid.

1451h4d. , Jamary 29, 1872, ibid.

1467044, ; Moscham to Cree, January 19, 1872, ibid.
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"A mistake was made" appears to have been the sober afterthought on the
part of responsible people. The friends of the Indisns in Oregom were

distressed over Meoacham's digmissal, and the Indisns were exasperated,

but on April 1, 1872, 7. B, Odencal assumed the duties of the office.

Loss of the Oregon Superintendency of Indiam Affairs could have

But within & yesr he

ended Meascham's interest in the Indian Service.
was catapulted inte national prominence because of the application of

Grant's peace policy after strained relations between the Modoc Indisns

That story, and Meschem's part

and white settlers exploded into & war.

in it, is summarised in the mext twe chapters.

A Meachan to Harris, Maxch 14, 1872, ibid.




Severing official comnection from the Buresu of Indian Affairs
brought grief and relief to Meacham. Grief, because he was separated
from "those posr despised pecple [whe] have taken hold of sy 1ife and
mwwnm'slﬂmww”xﬂl”l-x
", » « my children in school, my business gone, woney less than I
started with and my wife nearly digtracted with the excitement of sus~
m.utm.mmofqmlaﬁnnlgmm
somathing terrible is behind that may be brought up." Relief, be-
cause it ensbled him to get away from the tensions caused through the
bitterness and strife created by his ouster,

While serving the Covermment as Indiam superintendent, he
lived in a Salem residence which was located at the edge of Willamette
University cempus, on Wiater Street huo-l'-m—d!'u‘o., Duriag
the 1870's his children attended the university and its scademy, and
he served a one-year temm on the board of trustees, begimming ia July,

hieschem to Brumst, Mareh 13, 1872, Mescham Papers.
“Meacham to Mrs. George H. Willisms, March 25, 1872, ibid.
the Salem Directory (Salem, Ovegom, 1871), 1l1.
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4
1871, e delivered the commencement address fox the medical depart-
5

ment (o 1872 while still in the throes of the dismissal struggle.

After surrendering the superintendency te his successor, Meacham
returned to his Blue Mountain home at Lee's Encaspment where he suffered
the tragic loss of his brother, and where he dramed grandiose schemes
for making woney. The most sensational of these was a plan teo build a
flume fifteen miles long, from the Blue Mountains to Walla Walla, over
wvhich lusber supplies could be floated. The estimated comatrustion
cost was $1,000 & mile, and anticipsted muuununa.‘ Meachan
thought big;: he could envision great dreams, but his success vatio in
translating them into reality was low. The projected flume wes never
buile,

The loss of the superintendency did not lessen Meachan's loyalty
umupuu-m.mu;-umn-u-uuumm
election to vindicate his homor. He campaigned loyally for Grant whe
carvied Oregon, and cast his electoral vete for the Republican candidate,
He went to Nashingtom in the winter of 1873. While there, war with the
Modoc Indisns of Oregon began, and Meacham was selected te head a Peace
Comaisofon charged with the responsibility of probing iato the csuses

*ma;_gnm_mummm

’.—t Case to Meachsm, February 21, 1872, Meachan Papers.

6c, 5. Woodworth to Ivan Applegate, August 3, 1372, Applegate
Papars.

MMeacham to Mrs. Williems, Maxch 25, 1872, Meachem Papers,
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13
of the war and effecting a just settlement.

In order to understand the origin and work of the commission,
it is necessary to trace briefly the eveats which led to the war and
to the appointment of three special commissioners to arbitrate the
quarrel between whites and Indiens. The first kmowm clash between tha
Modocs and white mem occurred im 1846 when Joha Charles Fremont's partiy
experienced a Modoc attempt to ateal horses from two of the men and an
Indien attack that resulted in killing four ﬁlm.g After Lindsay
and Jesse Applegate opened the southern route from Fort Hall in the
same year, snd emigrant trains began traveling the route via Tule and

10
Klamath Lakes, the t ware attacked freq 1y by Modocs. It has

been asserted thet the Modocs killed twenty-four white mem in 1847,
eighteen in 1849, and up to sixty-two in 1852.u Lindsay Applegate
tallied the death of nimety-six by Modoc hands between 1846 and lﬂu.u
Stealing of horses and cattle sccompsnied attacks on life. Americans,
never willing to lose lives and momey, plamned retalistiom.

The most significant counterattack against the Modocs took

place in 1852 and is generally known as the Ben Wright massacre or

BClum to Meacham, February 8, 1873, Office of Indisn Affairs,
Letters Semt, 1865-1873,

Keith A. Murray, The Modocs and Their Hax, (Norman, Oklahoma,
1959), 1.

101bid., 15-17.
1libid., 17-18: Mescham, ¥igvam snd Warpath, 299-300.
12port1and Oregoniagn, Januaxy 17, 1873,



149

affair. Wright was the most famous Indisn fighter of the peried.
Using Indian tactics, he was feared but mot respected by the Indians.
Yreka citizens appeinted him head of a volunteer group of twesmty-five
men to protect the emigrent traims while passing throwgh Modec country,
a task they sccomplished effectively. Their last deed before returning
to Yroka for the winter was the treachercus killing of forty-seven out
of forty-nise Modoc warriovs. Neacham and 2 recemt writer, Mr. Keith
A. Murray, believed there were five survivors. Mescham asserted the
thm;m*-mum;t.mmmum
when Wright walked iato the Modoc camp and demanded the vetura of cap~
tured emigrant train smisals, goods, and two girl captives. He abot the
Indian whe refused the demand, dropped to the ground, and his men who
surrounded the camp fired over his head om the surprised Indiams.
Harry L, Wells, a historien of Siskiyou Coumty, California, asserted
that Wright took freshly killed beef into the Modoc camp, droppad it om
the ground, and sat down beside it, A Modoc woman poimted to an Isdian
vhoge sister had been given to Wright a few days before snd said, "That
is your brother~in~law.” Wright immediately killed the Indian and fall
flat om his face while his mem opened five. Meacham, Elisha Steele,
and Cyrus Townmsend Brady bave insisted that, preceding the massacre,
Wright semt to ¥yeks for strychuime to poison the Nodocs' food while
uu%ummm.nwmmpu--
worthless, The story sppears to this investigator to be more famcy

w-m. m m;-,. 21426; -uh-.
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than fact.

The Modocs never forgot mor forgave the Den Wright massscre.
Two of the sutvivors wera leaders in the plot to kill the peace commis~
sloners ia 1873,

The gold discovaries of the 1630's in northern Califormis snd
southern Oregon, with their concomitent emigrations of white people,
brought sherp conflicts with the Modocs. It was the arrival of perma-
nent agricultural settlers and cattlemen in the 1860's, however, that
creasted the setting lfox & soeningly irvepressible cenflict,

The people of Jecksouville, Oregon, petitioned Jemes W, Nesmith,
Superintendent of Indien Affairs, for aid in 1858 to prevent trouble
petween the town's citizens and the Indisns of the Klamath Lake arves,
Neamith replied that the governmeat had no treaty, no agent despite a
recomnmendation that ome be appointed im L8657, snd no money appropristed
l;r the tuh.“ In 1863 information concerning the atrocities committed
by the Klameth and Modoc Indisns since L2346 was assembled to prove the
necessity of establishing o military post at Klamsth l.alu.u A treaty
vith Klamath and Modoc Indiane was finally comeluded om October 14,

129+30; Elisah 8, Steele to his Nrother, May 27, 1873, Records, Board
of Indian Commissioners, Tray 3., Steele forwvarded a copy of the letter
to the Board of Indian Commissiomers with a three-page cover letter
explaining that it was written in respomse Lo one received from his
brother who had reised questions sbout the charges brought against him
by Oregomisus, Stesle entitled his enswer, "Report of E. §, Steecls on
lile Vieit with the Indiens.'

M ackaonville Oreson Semtinel, April 3, 1858,

L5ggyor C. 8. Drew to Huntiogton, Mareh 8, 1863, Oxegon S.L.A,,
lettors Received, 1863,
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1364, PRatificstion with smendments wes advised in July, 1866; the
amendments were approved in December, 1869; and the treaty was pro-
claimed by the President in February, un.“ During the five plus
years after the conclusion of the treaty, white emcroachment om Modoc
Landa, resistance to the encroschment snd to emforced confinement om
the Klamsth reservation as provided by the treaty, put relations between
the vhites and the Modocs in & state of permsment tensiom.

The Modocs agreed by the treaty of 1864 to cede "all their
;w.titlc.-‘ehhmdl“ttycuubymumm
attacks on whites and from siding or abetting hostile natives, to sublmit
to all United States laws, and to allow the locatiom of other tribes onm
the reservation, The treaty also provided for the establishment of a
reservation in the Xlamath Lake area with rights of way for public
roads snd railrosds nutnl.” It was signed by twenty-seven Indians
including Schonchin, the head chief, and Kient-Poos, a subchief of the
m.mmwumum.u

The Klamath and Modoc Indians took up residence om the reservae
tion, Lindsay Applegate was appointed subagent, and an era of hoped-
for peaceful relations was insugurated. The Klamath Indians, the Modoc
Chief Schomnchin, and some of his followers continued loyal to the
treaty, but Captain Jack and his band soon left the reservation for

'6upited States Statutes ac Laxge (1869-1671), X1, 707.
71psd.
i 7T



Mu—umwwhm” What s known today
#s the Lava Bed National Park was & part of Modoc land.

A significant event, later skillfully used by Captain Jack,
took place the sase year the treaty with the United States was comcluded.
This was a "private” troaty between Captain Jack snd Elisha S. Stesle,
who had come to the California gold fields in 1850 and had located in
the Yreka area in 1851. Descridbing himeelf as skilled in handling Indi-
p.hmmamuumaummuw.
but was "legislated ocut of office” the following year. Steele asserted
that Modoc, Klamath, Shasta, Scotts River, Salmon River, and Sacrasento
River Indimas submitted their disputes to him and accepted his decrees
ulﬂm.“ﬁ'rim'mmwuchﬂun-
selves; and Steele, perhaps flattered by the Indians' confidence, come
cluded realistically that any sgreement was better than none, snd drew
up the document, Two important factors apropos te this study weve:

1) a promise to txy to secure a reservation for Captain Jack and his
bend in the Tule lake-Lost River area, and 2) permission to contimue
mmum—m-‘muu:hmu-.u

Vyeachon, Higwen snd Narpath, 304; Murrsy, Medocs and Their
Mag, 41; Enapp to Parker, Januasry 6, 1870, Oregon 5.1.A., Unreglstered
Lotters Received.

20gteele to Brother, May 27, 1873, Records, Board of Indimn
Commissioners.

v 3t e B0 B SR S

(San Pramcisco, 1888), 448-50,
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After leaving the Klamsth reservation in 1865, Captain Jack and
bis band turned sgain to the Yreks friemds. On August 25 Steele wrote
the commanding officer at Fort Wlamath and referrved to the private
treaty be had made with the Modocs guarantesing them residence in their
own country. He pointed out that Captain Jack disliked submission to
military rule, that Jack and mot Schonchin wes chief, and that the Modocs
could support themselves on their own land, but not at Klamath Lake with
ite tradition of death. Im fact, Stesla believed the Modocs could sup~
port themselves more adequately living in their own territory tham could
the govermment supply them on & reservation. Steele asserted that the
Modocs had been peaceful since he had "quieted" them and induced them to
trade in Yreks, hmumuwmuuA.l.w
county judge, and E, W. Potter, justice of the peace. A distimet Cali-
fornia positicn relative to Captain Jack's bend was discernible by 1865,

Opinions, even in California, could change or differ from
Steale’s. John A, Fairchild wrote Lindsay Applegste in October, 1867,
requesting that he go to the Modoc comtry and vemove the Indians to the
Klamath resexvation. He wes confident Captain Jack and his band would
yield umm'.mlmi-.u Applegate wanted to bring
the Modoes in, but was sure the task should mot be attempted without the
aid of s strong military force, He sent gseversl notices to the Modocs

225¢eule to Cosmanding Officer, Yort Klemsth, August 28, 1865,
Applegate Papers. This letter is quoted in M5, entitled "The Last
m& Between the Races.” It was appavently writtenm by Oliver C.

te, Jr.

B30hn A, Paivehild to Lindssy Applegate, October 29, 1867,
Abid.
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to return to the reservation, but always they were ignored. Im April,
1868, Applegate requested military sssistance, but was informed by the
Fort Klamath commander that authorization for aid had te come from
Ceneral Crook. A petition to the gemeral by the fort commander for
permission "to assist in bringing the Modocs onte the Reservation;
peaceably if possible, but foreibly if required," was duud.u Apple~
gate alerted Meacham in May, 1869, to the rapid settling of whites in
Modoe country and to their rough treatment of the Indians. He wes fear~
.iul of a2 war that could be prevented only by bringing the offe-reservation
Modocs back where they belonged, a task that could not "be asccomplished
without military aid" which had "heretofore been vithhld.“” He told
retiring Svperintendent Huntington on the same day that only a large
military force could succead in the remeval ulk.“

Meacham himself, after completing the expedition into essternm
Oragon to collect the Snake Indisns for removal to the Klamsth reserva-
tion, led the successful effoxt to bring Captaln Jack and his band back
to the reservation., Citizens of the Lost River area had appealed dirvecte
ly to the military at Fort Klemath, who had finally received orders to
assist in removal to the reservation when the commander wes assured that

the Indiam agent was prepared to subsist them. After comsultation with

241indeay Applegate to Huntington, April 30, 1868, Oregen 8.I,A.,
Unregi d L Received.

25, {ndsay Applegate to Superintendent of Indian Affairs
[Meaches) , May 31, 1569, ibid.

26Lindsay Applogate to Huntington, Mey 31, 1868, 1bid.;
Applegate to Huntinmgtom, August 31, 1868, ibid.
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the military sughorities, who suthorismed twelve soldiers to accompany
the expedition, Meacham arranged for himself, agent Kaapp, Dr. William
C. MeXay, and the commissary at Yainax, Ivan Applegate, to precade the
soldiers to Captain Jack's camp. They would tell the chief of the sol-
diexs' presence only if he refused to go with Meacham. Upom refusal,
the twelve soldiers would be drought into camp, and if he still vebelled,
mu-um-m-:«zl?mummum-mw
enough to compel obadience. During the initisl talk, Captain Jack da-
pisd that he wes a party to the 1564 treaty and presented letters of
good coaduct from his ¥reks white frirads as proof of his right to re-
main in the home territory. For a time it was doubtful he would yield,
but the early, unplamned, and soisy arvival of the soldiers finally
convinced the Modocs of the futility of resistance, and they weluctamtly
mmmummummmm.”

The party of 248 Modoe Indians arrived at the reservation om
December 30, 1869, The following day goods and blankets of the same
good quality that had been distributed to the Snake Indisns on December
nmunu.” Captain Jack made friends with the Klameth Indisns;
euummumummu;“mmn«uwm

275oapp to Parker, Jamuary 6, 1870, Oregon S,I,A., Unregistered
Lettors Received,

281b1d. ; Meachan, Higwem and Harpath, 320-28.

29%napp to Parker, Janvary 6, 1870, Oregon 8.1.A,, Unregistered
Letters Received; Meacham, *“m 333-34; ni-gn-
Statesmen, Jamuaxy 5, 20, 1870.

3Oneachan, Wigwam and Nerpagh, 300-32.
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n
Jack did net intend to remain on the reservation. The petching-up

o!mmmunﬂ-mm.d—’:ﬁuu.
1870, he and his band returned to their home on Lost River.  Meacham
placed the blame on the Klamsth Indiang, who constantly annoyed the

mﬁum“mamuauma-mm—q-
ances. o did not Dlame them for runming away, and proposed setting
aside a portion of the reservation mesr Yainax just for the Modoca

mw—uuwu—mmumn-—"'.m
vuu-. The old chiaf Schonchis moved his followers to the Yainax
m-n.cn,uw:.h-nmwun.”

Immedistely after leaving the Klamath reservation, Captain Jack
ve-cstabl ished relations with Yreka vhites who furnished safe~comduct-
mt’rcmdmﬂmmtnummmu
whites. Lindsay Applegate, on the other hand, warned his sons against
the Modocs who had fled the resexrvation and instructed them to keep
mummqu--u." Fairehild suggested to Jack that be and

Slpancrote, California Intex Poculs, 450

32\pual Report of the of Indian Affairs, 1879,
pe 532; Ivan Applegate to Brother s Nay 5, 1870, Applegate Papevs.
I Mmummnmmm
"M

- J;::mxwd to Polks [Lindssy Applegate] , May 22,

365, X. Rosborough to [Whites] , May 13, 1870, ibid.

i 37uindsay Applegate to Lush [Lucies Applegate], May 5, 1270,
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his bead men should lsy their complaints before Ivan Applegate at Yainmax.
These Fairchild eutlined: 1) the Modocs were allotted insufficiemt pre~
visions, and were locsted on the ressrvatiom im & place where Indians
could mot supply their own; 2) they were mot provided with blankets and
clothing; and 3) they were repeatedly moved from one location to amother,
thus losing the fruits of their labor at each place to the Klamath Ind-
fsng. Fo white men in Yreks had advised Jack to leave ths reservatiom,
Fairchild asserted, but he believed those who had "a pecuniary interest
n having move soldiers stationed st Yort Klamath, particularly cavalry,”
&id so dﬁn.”ﬂln Howe Bancroft scoffingly said that "It wes the
prospect of allowing his men to be degraded by labor, instead of living
off the sale of women and children, which hastemed Captain Jack's
m-"” Meachem categorically demied Jack's charge of imsuffi-
cient provisions, and absolved Knmapp of any blame with respect to this
sccusation. He did accuse Knspp of mot protecting the Modocs from the
jibes and taumts of the Klamaths and of csusing them to move irom lova-
u-uuuu-.“

By July, 1870, Ivan Applegate feared war., Coaditioms were
“truly slarming.” Jack's Modocs were riding im bends, armed, and threat-
ening settlers with death. Cattle were shot and left dead on the range
and Yainex Indisne were laughed at and called cowards. Applegate

385, W. Potter to Ivan Applegate, Mey 24, 1870, ibid.

398ancroft, Californis Inter Poculs, 452.
80Meachan, Wigwss and arpath, 344-47.
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requested $500 worth of additiomal supplics for destitute Indisns om
the reservatien to prevent temptation to join the war band. He believed
d-uyathmo!:hmuq—u-lu“uh-um.'“

The tension between Captain Jack's Modocs and the white settlers
rose in intensity im 1870 end comtinued unabated im 1871, t\o-ﬂ:;o
vanted to keep the Modocs from their fighing rights at Lost River,
mmmummmmum.“ Captain Jack
paid an Indian doctor to cure his sick child. nueuudu.u
cquum.mmux-m.mumw Friends of
the dead man insisted on applicstiom of the white man's law. Jack,
concerned over this attitude, comsulted his friend Steele who gave hinm
an open letter for whites to read, It said the white men should not
meddle with the Indians when they perform according to their own laws
except "to try to persuade them out of such foolish notioms," Yreka
white men vare not “mad” at the Indtmms for “executing ehter [sic] ow
laws," and Steele exhorted all whites to keep out of danger by observing
2 hands~off policy and letting Indisns gettle their affairs smong them-
nlm.u Jack carried this letter in his pocket while om the Oregom

4livan Applegate to Meachsm, July 31, 1870, Applegate Papers.

4210hn Meachan to Meacham, March 31; 1871, Orvegon §,I.A.,
Unregistered Letter= Received,

43)ohn Meachan to Ivam Applesate, April 5, 1871, Applegate

Sdgoacham, Wigwem zad Warsath. 349,
835tecte [Open Letter], June 28, 1871, Applegate Papers.
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side of the state line, Nevertheless, an order went out for his arrest
for the June 19 suxder of the Indian doctow. Bvem the Sheriff of
sunpm‘mmua.muuuhuau‘:mmmm-
isns until they could be turned over to the ary, No one succeaded
in arresting Captain Jack, not even lvan Applegate, Yainax Commissary.
In July, Jack {ved another & signed by one Californ~
fan and three Oreguuianw--Judge Rosborough, Jesse Applegate, Hanry E,
Miller of Tule Lake, and John 5, Miller of Jackpouville who had inter~
vieved Jack and written up bis request to inform his limited world thet
h-ﬂmrzhtmdltmmlmmﬂum“h
Nodoe countyy. One ) Lf fear dictated the writing of Jack's

oral statement or if it was & tactic to impress on him the binding
nature of his commitment, He could not read, but understood the signif-
icance of writing.

Mascham appeared to be convinced by July that the Modoes could
mhwumhthn—ﬁmtm“ He was veady
to declare the Modocs amenable to local laws and, Lif the military was
unwilling to take action against the murderers, to turn the case over

461yan Applegate to Meacham, September 10, 1871, Oregon 5.1.A.,
Unregistered Letters Received; Ivan Applegate te Sheriff Siskiyou
County, California, July 5, 1871, Applegate Papars.

475, V. Rosborough, Jesse Applegate, Henry ¥, Miller, Johm S.
Willer [Open Lotter], July 5, 1871, Applegats Papers.

480acham to Agent in Charge at Klamath, July 5, 1671, Meacham
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&9
to the Jeckson County Grand Jury, Neachms at this point pressed the

first half of his comviction that the Indiam should be held responaible
to the vhite man's law snd protected by that law.

About three weeks after signing the statemeat for Jack, Jesse
Applegate wrote Meacham his evaluation of the Modoc situationm. He be-
1ieved Jack had the backing of his people im killing the doctor. He
declared a state of mrrorigm existed and that the Indisns were livimg
weoll on the "charities of the settlers, whose foar increased their
charities," but were ready to take matters in their own hands since
agente and the militery hed disregarded petitions for protsction. A
Modoc called Jim had asked Applagate why the whites would not sllow
them to live at peace in their home. His angwer wes an attempt to
explain the white man's procedure vhen one wan killed another. He
finally {nduced the Indien to promise not to fight soldiers or disturh
the settlers until they heard from Meacham.

The Indisn detailed to Applegate the Modoc grievances which
included those mentioned in Fairchild's letter, with amplifications.
Schonchin, he said, had betrayed Jack's band into signing the treaty
and had reaped all its sdvantages, but Jack and his followers preferred
liviag in their owm home without any presents or pay. He complained
that the soldiers chased the Modocs iute the mountains where they had
w0 food supply. The comstant dodging of soldiers brought them to a
point where ", . . 1life has no plessurs for us gnd we ars ready to dig.”
At this poin: Applegate 41d an odd thing. He repeated to the Indian Jim

49%eachen to Iven Applegate, July 25, 1871, ibid.
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a suggestion he had heard Meachsm make at Salem, that of giviag the
HModocs a small regerve around Tule Lake, This pleased Jim, but Apple-
gate, im reporting to Mescham what he had dome, wrote at length against
the advisability of graantimg the reservatiom. Why did he vaise the
Imdian's hopes for something he was not willing to grant? There is no
Mmumamm.mumhlwszmm
report with an expression of fear of a horrible Indian war.

”xunwummzr.un Department of War,
San Francisco Presidio, Department of the Columbia Elnwlnum).
Aoy L.8., D.C,, 1873, Ne. 1830, This document, along with many others,
is found in a compilatiom of 'Modec War Official Correspondence and
Documents, 1865-1878" by Olaf T. Hagen, Regiomal Supervisor of Higtori-
cal Sites. The compllation wae completed im May, 1942, for the Lava
{onal Momument, United States Department of the Imterior,

i

ters of the Hatiopal Park Serviece, San Francisco., The documents select-
ed ave from the United States War and Interior Department
records in Hatiomal Archives in Washington, and the Applegate

and Their Hgx. Thewe is mo evidence that he read any of the War
documents Wational Archives, yet he cites the depositery as the
holder of them., He makes no referemce at all the Hagen Compilatiom.
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Meachan's response to Applegate's letter was a request to Johm
Meacham and Ivan Applegate to visit Captaim Jack and his band and make
one more effort to secure peace. No attempt to arrest Jack for murder
wis to be made, and Momchem promised another effort to secure & reserva-
tion for the Modocs at the mouth of Lost River. If he failed, the =
Modocs were to choose betwaen Klamath and the new Harney reservations.
John Meacham and Ivan Applegate notified Jack of safe conduct te & meet-
mmm,mnm.w-mmumm:ofnx—;n
it consisted moatly of speeches filled with imvectives. Jack detailed
his grievances of several years standing, placing particular emphasis
on his hatved of the Klamath Indians. He ascerted that when he was on
the veservation, located on former Klsmath Indien land, the Klamaths
would constantly say that the trees, the water, the fish were theirs,
but that they would allow the Modocs to use them. Jack said Klamaths
and Modocs could mot live together im pesce and he was determined to
never try it again. Whea John Meachem and Ivan Applegate confromted
Jack with the settlers' complaints, he hastened to convince them that
he had no plans to resist the soldiers and would mot try to prevent
white people from settling im his country, smd promised to advise the
young men against molesting the settlers. John Meacham waes comvinced
Jack made these promises only because of fear of the military, for ever

Slyeacham to Jessee Applegate, August 2, 1871, Meacham Pepers.

52pachan to Ivan Applegats, August 2, 1871, ibid.; (John
Meacham] to Mescham, August G, 1871, Applegate Papers,
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since bhe had left the reservation he had repeatedly said he did net
want to ses or talk to the agent, WVor the present, however, John
hu_mmt“m-nwuo-u.tmh.”

Jesse Applegate's letter of July, 1871, was passed on to the
wilitaxry suthorities by Meschsm, Their veaction was to deny any danger
of an Indisn outbreak. Captain James Jackson said, "I have no doubt
they azre insolent beggars, but so far as I can ascertain no one has
been hure, robbed or seriously threateamed." Jackson denied the reports
that Jack carried with him letters of good comduct from ¥reks citisens
and stated that settlexs in the distrioct where Jack rosmed were opposed
to his removal. Jackson was unsware of amy move for settlers to take
mmsmchkc-hdo.“

Meacham notified Ivam Applegate in November, 1871, that Captain
Jack should be told that he must keep pemce with the whites, that mo
instructions from Washington had yet been received, and that Moacham
had recommended to the Indien Department that a home be provided for
mmmm—numnm.” This was at least the third
time Meacham had sent word to Jack concerning the possibility of a reser-
vation there. He made the rvecommendation official in his 1871 ammual

53yckn Mescham to Moacham, August 21, 1871, San Franeisco
Presidio, A, L.R., D.C,, 1873, Ne. 1811,

James Jackson to jetant Adjutant Gemeral, Depart-
ment of Columbia, Portland, Oregom | August, u1ij.-oum of tha
Adjutent Gemeral, Fort Klamath Letter Book (Natfonal Axchives), Volume 7.

S5gachas to Ivan Applegats, Wovember 11, 1871, Applegate
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56
report. The statement reflected the comviction that land-hungry

persons would oppose the plam, but that & separate reservation was
essential since it was lmpossible to consolidste Indian tribes. The
consolidation theory looked good, but the stroager tribe would extermi-
-mu-m.”

Upon Moacham's (nstructions, Ivea Applegate had smother meeting
with Captain Jack in late Novesber, but with no new results. Jack and
his mon gtubbornly refused to move from their home to the confinement
of a reservation. Applegate became slarwed over their contimued dafi-
wummhmmhl;l--dlbmm
wxanple. He urged immediate vemoval by foree.

The year 1872 arrived with a stalemate in the relations between
the whites and the Modocs of Captaim Jack's band, EBach attempt to vee
turn the Indisns to the reservation had been successfully resisted
vithout open warfare. The Indisn agents feared to force their returm
vithout powerful military support. The Medocs stopped short of open
warfare against the emcroaching whites because of fear of the soldiers.
Mutual fears were kept {n balamce by the avmy which spparently wes not
eware that it was exercising delicate balamce of power.

The traditiona]l antagoniem between the military and the Indisn
Department served to fog rather then clarify the issue on bow to retwrn

56apuual Bepoxt of She Commissioner of Indiss Affairs, ASI1.
PP. 305-06.

i,

581van Applegate to Mescham, November 30, 1871, Oregon 5.1.A,,
Varegistered Letters Received,
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Jack and his band to the reservation. Amother fsctor worked im faver
of the Modocs, trade with and support of Yreka citisens. The trade
gave the Modocs economic independence and 2 source of arms and ammuni-

tion. The citisena' supp ded to £ the issues between the

Indians and white men and pitted Californisns agsinst Oregonians. All
of these factors came into sharper focus during 1872, s year which
ended with & shift in the balence of power sufficient to bring em open
clash of arms.

The f{irst three mouths of the new yesr saw Mescham fighting =
losing battle to retain the superintendent’'s position while at the ssme
time struggling vith the Modoc problem, In January be received a strong
petition from sixty-five Jackson County citizens demanding immediste
removal of the Modocs. He ponded to this pr by requesting

General Edward E, S, Canby, Commander of the Army, Department of
Columbis, since August B, 1010.” to remove the Modocs to Yainax on
Klanath reservatiom by military force. He boldly suggested fifty gol-
dlmmuhuddumluh&-r-nl.“ Two days later
Meschan wrote the Commissioner of Indign Affairs of the decisiom he
had made, sent a copy of the letter to Gemeral Csaby, and asked for
telegraphic countermanding of the order if the decision was not ap-
proved, He reminded the Commissiomer that he had mot yet heard from

5%ax L. Heyman, "Trudent Soldier: A Biegraphy of Major Gemeral
B. R. 8. Canby, 1817-1873" (Ph, D, Dissertation, University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, 1952), 362. This dissertation was produced in book
form under the same title im 1959,

60yoachan to General Canby, Jamuary 25, 1872, Mescham Pspers.
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the alternative suggestion recommended last year, & separate reserva~
tion at Logt River. hlﬂm‘&“wdbw:;#”u
from the removal-by-force effort, but saw no other recourse.

Canby's reply referred to Meachsm's letter of the preceding
August from which he had understood a temporary settlement, authorising
the Modocs to remain in the Lost River ares, had been reached. Camby
believed it would met be "expedient or politic” to send the ermy
sgainst them until they received govermment motification where they
'-neohu_uyw.u The general sent copies of the ex-
change of commmications to the Gemeral Division Headquarters at San
Francisco and wrote a long evaluation of hie csm. Like Meachan, he
was not surprised et the Modoc's unwillingness to retura to the resezva~
tion, snd he regretted especially the lomg delay in ratifying the treaty.
He stated his understanding of Meachsm's temporary settlement with the
umuausummmmmz-mm-
ing and action. 1t was strange that Canby denied ailitary sssistasace
for removal of the Modocs solely om the strength of Meacham's August
letter, He who protested delsy in treaty ratificstion appeared ready
to accept it with regard to a decision om the Lost River reservation
propossl. Did he consider his judgment better than Meachan's? Or did

6lgegchan to F. W. Walker, January 27, 1872, ibid.

62potition of Sixty-five Citd to G L. ¥, Grover of
Oregon, Jenvary 29, 1872, San Francisco Presidieo A,, L.R., D.C,, 1872,
Ho. 281; Cenby to Mescham, February 7, 1873, ibid., No. 520.

63Canby to A, G. Division Headquarters, San Francisco, February 6,
1872, San Francisco Presidio, A., L.R,, D.C,, 1873, Weo. 4721,
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he p inete b he wented to wait wntil the new superinteadent

took office? No conclusive answers have beem found,

Perhaps Meacham wes stirred to positive action through the accu~
sations by the citisens of Lost River, Link River, Klamath Lake, and
Tule Lake country that his delays in enforeing the 1864 treaty had
wmmutummoduu-.“ He justified
his vequisition of troops on the basis of reports from Jesse and Ivan
Applegate, Johnson High, and the citisens' petitions. He reiterated
his conviction that attempts to arrest Jock and his "bodyguard" would
bo potentislly serious, but settlers had to be protected. The Modocs,
he asserted, had brokenm the agreement by lesving the agreed texritory
and by behaving unpescesbly toward the settlers. He could see mo
breach of faith in using military force to effect removal; it was the
nlawum-“

General Canby finally ordered a detachment of fifty or sixty
mmuumwuumzmumt‘mw-n
Lost River areas to protect them and maintain the peace. He said
that the duty of the military was to protect the settlers and avoid
collisfon between whites and Indiane that would preveat the peaceful

641b1d., Enclosure 7.
650achan to Canby, February 8, 1872, Mescham Papers.
66L0uis V. Casisrc to Commanding Officer, District of the Lakes,

Camp Warmer, February 16, 1872, Sam Francisco Presidic, A., L.R., D.C,,
1873, Wo. 27.
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67
settlement of the ponding lssues. Canby may have been moved to sction

because Meachan had informed him that Oregon's Governor Lafayette Grover
had called at the superintendent's ouuo: digcuss the Medos trouble,
md had urged proupt protective measures,

By March Meacham felt squeszed batween pressures from citisens
and Washingtom, MNe wrote Ivam Applegste that he must understand that
while the settlers were vindictive in their attitude toward the Indians,
Washington was following the psace policy. And aven though the settlers
uight be displessed with him, he would ba held responsible by Washington
if war should come, and would be dismissed unconditiomally. Meacham
urged Applegate to explain the nature of respomsibility to superiors.
The superintendent had gone as far as he dared to compel obedience to
the nilitary, He doubted that military action would be muu:: in
Vashington even if the Indimns committed terrible depredations.

The arwy chasged ite point of view wlowly, but it 4id change,

On April 3, 1872, Major Elmer Otis and Agents High and Applegate met
Captain Jack and his head men and white settlers im council in Link-
vnu.” This council enabled Major Otis to see and hear at first hand
the temsion that existed batween the Modocs and the whites. The meeting

67Canby to Commanding Officer, District of the Lakes, February
17, 1872, ibid, Mo, 28,

680acham to Canby, February 19, 1872, Mescham Papers.
69%eacham to Ivan Applegate, March 16, 1872, 1bid.
703catement of Citisens of Modoc Country to Majer Elmer Otis

end J. M. High, April 3, 1872, San Francisco Presidic A., L.R., D.C.,
1873, Wo. 604,
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woved him to vecommend, and General Canby to approve, the removal of the
Snake Indians from Kiamath reservation to the new one on the Malheur and
mm:xmnmummmmmmm.n Caaby
varned his superior that the Modocs had to be established om a reserva~
chdumthmm.mctmbhmum.n Betveen
January and April, therefore, Canby d from no sction to pertial
action by dispatching & detaclment of pesce~ieeping troops, and by &
definite recommendation for Indian remcval during the winter,

Beceuse no further difficulties occurred after the April 3
council, Hajor Otis recommended that the special detachment of tvoops
be withdrawn from the Modoc country, and Gemeral Canby issued the with-
a—nmuuuw.n In July, Wmshington (inally handed down &
negative decision on the recommendation to establish a small reservation
for the Medocs on Lost River. On the basis of recommendations from
Major Otis, Ivan Applagate, the Klamath agent, Jasse Applegate, and
Superintendent Odencal, the Indlen lq-tm;“-ud the Modecs should
be located at Yainax on Klamath reservation.

7lCanby to Assistant Adjutant Gemeral (Sam Framcisco), April 18,
1872, and Major Otis to Assistant Adjutant Gemersl (Portland), April 15,
1872, sand Ivam Applegate to Odensal, May 8, 1872, Oregom, S.Y.A.

72Ganby to Assistant Adjutant Gemersl (Sen Framcisce), April 13,
1872, ibid.

T3yajor Otis to Assistant Adjutent Gemersl (Portland), May 11,
1872, Office of Adjutant Gemeral, Fort Klsmath File Box, 1863-1872;
Caziare to Commanding Officer, Fort Klamath, Msy 22, 1872, ibid.

Thalker to Odenesl, July §, 1872, San Franciseo Presidio A.,
L.R., D.C., 1873, lio. 904.
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General Canby had withheld positive army actiom umtil the deci-
sion on the Lost River reservation wes given, but mow the way was
cleared for effective military aid. Superintendent Odensal received
muum-ummun-v;’anw-uc-un-wzy
if you can, foreibly 1f you must." At last the necessary decision and
suthorization to make the military a decisive weight i{n the balance of
power had been made, What use would be made of it? Novembor brought
the answer.

' General Canby prepared his officers at Camp Warner and Fort
Klasath for the impending sttempt to remove tha Modocs to Yainax, all
ueouu,mut-u-.uh-k-nm.n Superl 4 04 1

srrived at Yort Klamath om November 25, His commumication to the army
m.mum-:&m-mu;:mu-n-
cessary to use troops, & large force would be needed, Swift moving
events gave little time to prepare an adequate mumber of troops.
Odeneal gent Ivan Applegate teo the Modoc camp with orders te srrvange a
neating with him at Link River. Captain Jack's definite "wo" caused
Odensal to wash his hands of the whole problem, and on Hovember 27 he
transferved the matter to the "Army Depsrtment,” requesting that the

75Meachan, Higwans god Herpath, 361; Odencal to Lisutenant
Colomel Framk Wheaton, Hovember 25, 1872, Sam Francisco Presidio A.,
L.Riy D,C.y 1872, Ho, 2304,

76Jcha Q. Adems to Commanding Officer (Fort Klamath), November
14, 1872, San Prancisco Presidie, A., L.R., D,C., 1872, No. 2304,

770deneal to Wheaton, November 25, 1872, +i Major Green to
Acting Assistant Adjutant Gemeral (District of tha ). Bovember 25,
1872, Yort Klmmasth Letter Book, Volume 6.
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Hodocs be compelled to obey by military force. Bqn.u;‘&t’uu
hope that the goal could be accomplished without bloodshed. Two days
carliex, Major Greem, the Fort Klamsth cosmander, requested the cavalry
troops of Camp Warmer to joim his cosmand {(f military force was to be
uu.”muu-u.m-umuzmnm.u
mmm‘tnmumwsuhuhmhm
band of Modocs.

d Thirty-five soldiers failed in the assigned task, They had the
slement of surprise ia thelr faver whem they rode unexpectedly into
Captain Jack's camp on the south side of Lost River at dawn, November
29, 1872, After forty-five mimutes of temse discussicu, the charged
atmosphere exupted into open battle. Some said the Medoca fired first,
others said Lieutensat F. A. Boutelle opemed the hostilities, while
Boutelle himself asserted that he and the Indisn Scar-faced Charley
appeared to hava fired slsltanecusly. Aftexrvard meither be mor Scar-
MMW&MM“!‘M!M..) The first battle

7 to Wheaton, Movember 15, 1872, San Francisco Presidio,
Ady LR, D.C., 1872, So. 2304,

7%gjor Green to Acting Assistant Adjutast Gemersl (District of
the Lakes), Hovember 23, 1872, Fort Klamath Letter Book, Volume 8.

80gajor Green to Odeneal, November 28, 1872, ibid.

8101 1ver Applegate Account of Battle on Lost River, November
29, 1872, Applegate Papers,

S2yreka Jourpal, Decesber 11, 1672, Jemusry 1, 1873; Jeckson-
ville December 7, 1872; Brady, W
F, s 261, 264-67, The last pages (264+67) ave or
. Ay ‘s account of his duel with Scar~faced Charley.



in

n-udheuﬂuunddumu—ld.u The soldiers captured
the camp, but not the Indians, A part of Captaim Jack's band under the
leadership of Curley-Headed Doctor and Hooker Jim had their camp on the
north side of the river, Immediately, vpon hearing the fiving on the
onutunu-.nqb@.:ammnusmdmtw
led by Oliver Applegate. After & brief fight, this band broke off
mmmdhﬁll—ﬁﬂhuu&lmcﬂnmm
settlers; a total of eleven died that day.

Nows of the battle, followed by the murder of eleven uawarned
and unarsed settlers, shocked Oregoniaus and the natiom, Immediately
the game of sssessing blame degan. Superiastendent Odensal declared
that ninety-nine out of one hundred Ovegonians knew the fight could mot
have been avoided, but he placed the greater (f not the entive respons
eibilicy for the ingsuberdinstion of the Indians ou a few men in Yreks,
Lisutenant Soutelle declared the fight to be s dreadful mistake, but
that the "greater sin lies at the door of Mr. Odenesl who vould mot
trust his precious skin to a council on Lost River; but preferred
treacherously to send troops with guns in place of an agent of the

83 jackson to Major Greem, December 2, 1872, San Francisco
Preaidio, A., L.R., D.C., 1873, NHeo. 2303.

845 oplogate Account of the Battle on Loat River, Novesber 29,
1872, Applegate Papers,

Sveacham, ¥igwan and Sarsath, 368-69; Jacksonville Dewcratic
m December 7, 12.

860dencal to Walker, December 23, 1872, Oregon 5.L.A., 1973,



173

87
Indien Depsrtment with san olive branch."”  Major Green sarcastically

reported that, according to his understanding, Odemesl left Linkville
mmmxuauuhmammn.“ John MeCall wrote
questioningly about Odemeal's return to Salem so soom after the opeming
ofhunuu-.” Lieutensnt Colomel Frank Wheaton plaintively stated
be had beon assured that Captain Jeck would mot resist militery suthor-
m.ummmmmmuumumm..'”
Wheaton had grounds for thinking ss bhe did for Captain Jack had declared
many times that he would not resist the ermy. Another officer com-
pmunumu:—eaumt-’:zumumcyu
bemit with £ had not been gi a 1 Cenby p ted

that his orders of September 10 and October 30 imcluded the troops at
Bedwell and District of the Lakes which should have been in Modoc coun-
mmm:—m.u Bach person related closely to the
events defrly placed the bleme in whole or im part on others, or om a
policy. 1Im veality, the clash of arms came ss a surprise to beth sides,

87Brady, Noxrthwestern Fights snd Fighters, 269.

85)a jor Green to Assistant Adjuntant Gemeral (Portland),
December 3, 1672, Fort Kiamath Letter Book, Volume 3.

8N4eCall to Oliver Applegate , December 1, 1872, Applegate
Papers.

90¢co10nel Wheston to Assistent Mjutant Genszal (Portland),
Decenber 5, 1872, San Framcisco Presidis, A., L.R., D.C., 1873, NWo. 2304,

91grasn te Aszistant Adjutant G 1, December 3, 1872, Zort
Klamath Letter Book, Volume 8.

92canby to Adjutant General (Division of the Pecific), December
3, 1872, San Francisco Presidio, A., L.R., D.C,, 1872, No. 2157,
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although sach knew it could and probably would happen.

The murder of the settlers by Modocs created fear and bitters
ness, It was to avoid this killing that the settlers hed so insistently
sought the resoval of the Indisns. The preceding May, the Jacksonville
Democrat Times insistad that the p of lon Indians was
“seriously lupedisg . + + [the country's] m;ﬂumm
tenure of 11fe and property at all times procarfous.”  The fromtier
Oregonisns knew perfectly well why the danger existed; the newspaper
stated it clearly. The whites, it said, "have established & corden . . .
around [the Indteng], asd the Indien husting grousds are baing contract-
od yearly, filling the tribes with rage snd apguish, and affordimg all
&nhn.ctmu\utthnu‘hhm-ldunkmun.“u
fnowing the why of the "hostile acts” did mot prevent Oregonians from
labelling settler-killing & crime, and demanding the arrest and trial
of the murderers before civil authoritics and the crushing of Captain

95
Jack's bemd.

While sssessment of blame for the first clagh of arms went om,
preparaticos wers mede for a second battle. Californisns and Oregonisns
called for state troops. The Oregon militia, led by Erigadier Gameral
John B, Ross, was called out for thirty days. Oliver Applegate was

931acksonville Democratic Limes, May 18, 1872,

95governor Grover to Csmby, December 7, 1872, San Pramcisco
Preaidio, A., L.R., D.C., 1872, Wo. 2223.
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commigaioned Captain of scouting Company ).” Californisne of the Yreka
area opposed calling the militia becsuse of cost; they wanted volunteers
c'Ady.” One Californiam, whose proposal was not given serious comsider~
ntion, said the cheapest way to exterminate the Modocs was to place a
$50 bounty on each scalp, This bounty would induce old wowntaincers te
go after them and twenty mountaineers would be more effective than two
regiments of uum.” As a matter of fact, the newspapers of the
Sacramento-San Francisco region opposed the war and took the side of
the Indians. Captain Jack and his followers were presented as poaceable
and {ndustrious Indians who wished only to make an honest livieg off
their lands. The Modoc mode of 1life was represented as seriously intex-
fering "with the greed of gain of the officers im charge of the neigh~
boring reservation." The editors asserted that the Modocs were encourw
aged to begin and continue war im ovder that the encouragers could make
a profit out of u.”

Sywpathy for the Modocs resched the highest office of the state.
Governor Booth proposed to Washington that the Modocs be assigned 3,000
scres at the nouth of Lost River since thay wanted only to be independent
and polfesupporting, He believed the approval of his propeosal would be

96general John E. Ross to Oliver Applegate, December 10, 1872,
Applegate Papers.

rela Jouazpal, Jenuery 8, 1873,
901bid., December 18, 1872.
9%veka Union, February 15, 1873,
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100
cheaper and safer than a long and expengive war, The editor of the

Yreka Union said the majority did mot favor Govermor Booth's planm, and
regretted to know the govermor had sided with the mwderers. The
editor's owa philosephy was clearly spoken: "We believe that any white
man's life, however humble he may be, is worth all the murdering vaga-
mmm-mmwmmmn."m

Because of official and newspaper pro-Modoc feelings in Cali-
fornia, only twenty-five vel - d themselves for the second

battle with the Modocs, which began on January 17, 1873. The attack
wes launched against 54 Modoc Indian warriors by 405 white troops,
hchu:sznahn. California and Oregon volunteers, and Iadisn
scouts. The Modoes inflicted a surprising and humiliating defeat
on the white troops. Am officer of the Oregon wolunteers cendidly re-
ported: “To tell the truth, we were badly whipped, '!.M:unnmm
enemy, . o .We don't know that we killed s siagle Indisn," Heither
the Oregonisns nor the Californisns could believe that so few eould
defeat g0 many. They were certain there were at least 200 Indian

1001514, , January 4, 1873,
m"nu.. January 25, 1873,

102; 4 utenant B, W. Stome to Assistast Adjutant Gemeral (Port-
land), December 9, 1872, San Prancisco Presidio, A,, L.R., D.C,, 1872,
Mo, 2262; m,;g-um, 400, 4081 Meascham apserted that
one of Captain Jack's men was wounded two days before the dattle, thus
making fiftyethree available warriors; William N, Boyle, "Personal
Obgservations on the Conduct of the Modoc War" (MS, Baneroft Library),
22-23; Jacksonville Oregen Sspiinel, Jamuary 23, 1873,

10340 kgonville Orsgon Seatigel, Janvary 25, 1873,
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mnmmu.um-—.-mjmq.m The
Leva Beds tuxuned cut to be a fortress of unprecedented strength, and
.n-a.muu-e-::ldmuuuml.m—m
woeks to defeat the Nodecs, John Fairchild, a friend of the Modocs
vho lived on & nesrby ranch om the Califormia side, but who led the
twenty-five California volunteers into the fight, said the stresgth of
the Modoc position surpessed anything he had seen and he hoped Governox
M—ucl-lu-ﬂd'm-uu.m-nm."w

Two military defeats, the strong defemsible pogition held by
the Modocs, the need for the build-up of 1,000 soldiers, the mounting
costs, and the pressures from the friends of the Indisns demanding
spplication of the peace policy to the Modoc problem, contributed to
President Grant's decision to sppoint a peace commission whose labors
ere examined in the next chapter.

104yreka Dnion, January 22, 1873,
1053 gckeonville Oregon Sentinel, Jamusry 25, 1873,
1061014,



CHAPTER VI
CEATRMAN OF THE MODOC PEACE COMMISSION

Pressures for the investigation of the csuses of the war began
immed fately after the first battle in November, 1872, Johm Beeson,
labeled by Loren B. Prisst one of three individual promotexs of Indian

1

reform, wrote a congresswsn early in Decesber and d ded that the
war be stopped and an {nvestigatiom of :h.uunh-«.z A citizen
from Sacramento, just before the second battle, sent Pregidemt Great a
clipping from the Sscramento Union which called for an investigation
bafore beginning "s war of extermination.” The newspaper was convinced
the Modocs had beem ill-treated and u’louod.’ In late Jeuuary one of
the army captains im charge of troops at the Modoc fromt preseated the
Indian side of the story. He declared that the trouble originsted with
s few cattle-nen and "land grabbers” and that the Indians had "fought
like men fighting for their rights.” The "so-called murderers," he
ssserted, had fought omly for their lives snd would have beem “fools
snd cowards" to have done less. The captain believed lives and property
could be saved by sending immedistely an empowered megotistor who would

IPriest, Uncle Sem's Stepchildren, 59.

ZJohn Beeson to Honorsble H. B. Cowen, December 7, 1872, Oregom
S.1.A,

33chn B, James, Jr. to President, Uaited States, Jamuary 15,
1873, Oregon S.1.A., Special File, Modocs, 1873,
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4
¢ justly and honorably" with the Modocs.

Oregon and California newspapers first heard rumors comcerning
',.u:-lt of a peace commission about February 1. L. M. Foulke

an Francisco had eaquired of Judge A, M. Rosborough and Elisgha

of Yreka whether one would serve as a commissioner to negotiate

eace treaty with the Modocs. The Yreka Union doubted that such a

an truly existed and credited the move to an effort om the part of
isco sentimentalists to gain support for the hduu.s The

'~ Statesman sppeared to have defimite information om a discussion
Fihe Modoc War by the President's cabinet snd on s decision to estabe
sh & three-man peace u-iuha.‘ The full story, as put together

r a period of weeks by newspapers and by participants in the efforts
the commission, was as follows:

Elishe L. Applegate, who was in Washington as emigrant agent

' Oregon, actuslly originated the peace conmission idea and sold it

the Oregon men them in Wsshington. The Oregon delegation {n Congress
by Applegate and other prominent Oregonians convinced the Pres-
It through Attorney Gemeral Williams and the Secretary of the Imterior

5 "Cavuu R. 7. Bernard to NMajor Samuel Buck, Adjutant General,
,;":”tm. January 26, 1873, San Francisco Presidio, A., L.R.,
» “n 72‘-

S¥reka Union, February 1, 1873.
®Salem Oregon Statesman, February 1, 1873.
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o!ﬂ.-n'-npo“.q.1 Applegate wrote his brothsr that he had
taken the step because he felt it the safest for the settlern. The
reason he recommended Meacham for chairman of the commission was never
sade public; he wented some ome st the sceme of conflict with suthority
who vas friendly to the Applegetes. Meacham himgelf denied he had had
saything to do with the forming of the commission or that he sought
—tnu.p-u.. Sammel A, Clarke, former owmer and editor of the
Oreson Statesman, wm'.mm.g Aside from Hlisha
Applegate's desire to have & person in the field friemdly to his family,
Meocham was selected becsuse be was a "pow-wow" man. Applegate belleved
talking was cheaper than fighting and that the right man could talk the
ut-uum.unmmmuunuq-cum“.w

Applegate's srgument to the Secretary of the Interior for a
peace commission included insistence that all Klamath reservation Ind-
mumumume—ewm.u This wvas a resur-
rection of the Ldea pushed by Meacham and others twe years befere--the
placing of all Indisng west of the Cascade nountaing on one reservation.
it is clear the recosmendation to create a peace commission was not

based on "Lo, the poor Indian" seatimentslity. Oregon Republicans in

7E1isha Applegate to Oliwer Applegate, Mareh 7, 1873, Applagate
Papers; Portland Oregomign, February 14, 1873; Meachsm, Vigwam and
m 415~17; Secramsnto Daily Unlom, April 14, 1873,
Creachen, ¥iswan and Marpath, 420.
9Sacrasento Daily Union, April 14, 1873,
19¢voka Journal, February 21, 1873,

11g1ighs Applegate to Delano, Jamuary 27, 1873, quoted in
Meacham, Wigwes spd Merpeth, 417.
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Washington and at home believed & war would hurt emigration to Oregon,
would be dangerous to settlers in the area, and would cost an excessive
motnuy.u But even though the recommendstion wes not based in
sentimentality, sentimentalists had earlier suggested the idea and were
ready to embrace the Oregonm proposal.

The Secretary of the Interior on Jasmusry 31, 1873, notified
the Acting Coumissioner of Indisn Affairs that Alfred B, Meacham, T, B,
Odeneal and James H, Wilbur had been selected to constitute the commis~
‘sion. Ten dollars a day and actual expenses were stipulated for
Hescham; the other two members were to receive expenses nly.u Heacham
immediately objected to the presence of Odensal and Wilbur on the com-
mission. It was believed he objected to Wilbur because he was his
eneny, and to Odeneal because it was his orders which started the war,
The government yielded to Meachanu's objections and appointed his momi-
nees, Jesse Applegate and Samuel Case, the second an Indian agent at
Silets rcurvuin.u

Reaction to the establishment of & peace commission followed
party limes in Oregon and northern Csliformia, The Republican papers
approved the plan (with reservations) and Democratic papers opposed it.

“nlﬁhﬂ—. ¥lgesm and Hexpath, 416; Portland Oregonism, Februsry
12, 1873.

D3pelane to Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Janusry 31,
1873, Oregon S.1.A., Letters Received, 1364-1873,

l4jacksonville Sentinel, Maxch 8, 1873; Salem Ogegen
Pebrusry 23 mu%. 1873, 3

1073; Yreks mm mu. g 4 Beke Inimm, ¥ "
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The Democratic Yreka Unlon opposed both the commission and ite person~
nel, while its polizical ally, the Oregon Statesman, found no fault
vmmml,hthlunlmh“-hgn-:hd-b"n
ass of itself in adopting a Peace Commissiom."  As events unfolded
in succeeding weeks the Democrats im Oregom and northern California
becams more violent in their opposition to the commission, while the
Republicans tried to strike 4 balance between loyalty to party and dis«
like of the peace commission, Republican antipathy to the peace commis~
;mmmooduthdqumod.

With the issue of the persommel of the pesce comission settled,
the Acting Coumigaioner of Indiam Affairs went Meschem his 1 131

on February 5. Significantly these raquired him to comfer with General
Canby im all proceedings and to sct under his advice as far as possible,
“and always with his cooperation." It wes evident from the begimning
Meacham was not to have & free hand,

The instructiems ocutlined the peace commiseion's objectives:
to discover the causes for the hostilities between the army and the
Modocs and to devise measures by which the war might be discontimued
and pescs restored, It was stromgly recommended that the Indians be

d to a t re ion in Oregon, but if this proved impossible
some other location which would accomplish the same purpose could be
considered. The commission was forbiddem to give oxders to the military,
but could express tha Indian Dapartment's wigh that "wo more forxce or

16¢raka Unien, Pabruary 22, 1873; Salem Oregon Statesman,
February 6, 8, 1873,




violence be used than . . . shall be deemed absolutely necessary smd
proper.” The desire was to gain the Indisns' confidence and "voluntary
m“upmmmu-xan." Meacham was realistic emough to
know that most Oregenisns would scoff at the ides of securing the Modec
Indisns' voluntary congsent. They were comvinced the Indians would
respond to ome thing omly, force. Whem Meacham, therefore, with in~
structions {m hand, started the transcontimeatal journey to the Modoc
country and a meeting with fellow commissioners, he knew he must con~
front an aroused Oregon public opiaion.

Oregon mewspapers attacked the government's pesace poliecy. It
was called a policy which resulted im “wholesale butchery of the
mw."mw.u-m«wm." The Indians,
it was asserted, could mot profit fyom comtsct with the whites since
nq-w-un-m-{,mammmm":a.
tvo races should be kept apart. Oregonians were disturbed over the
California governmor's efforts to secure 2 resarvation for the Modocs
nmum.umom‘uwnm.”

Members of the plomeer Applegate family were leaders im the
debate between Oregon and Califormis and were both reflectors and

wolders of Oregom opiaion. Lindsay Applegate was wrathful over

17¢1um to llul-. Pebruaxry 5, 1873, Office of Indian Affairs,
Letters Semt, 1869, 1873, Volumes 89-112,

18jacksonville Bemocratic Iimes, December 21, 1872,
19%reka Union, January 11, 1873,
portland Crepcaigs, Jeavery 338, 1873,
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Californis efforts to secure sympathy for the Modocs in Washingtom,
and countersttacked with a letter to the Oregon Statesman which was
reprinted in many papers., His son, Lucien Applegate, attempted to off-
set the influentisl opinioms of the San Francisco and Sacramesto papers
by publishing an erticle against the Modocs and in defense of the Apple-
gates in the San Diego Union. Lindssy summarised the Applegate comvic~
mhhuuu?uummmmummu
Modocs was to kill tham, Many people balieved the Modocs sought to
kill the Applegates, and it was rumored they had offered a $100 reward
mmnmxn.u

The articulate Applegate femily was able to commmicate its
sttitudes to a wide reading public because newspapers read and copied
sach other, Lucien Applegate’s San Disgo Union article was reprinted
nmmmmmumnmmm.n The
Oregon Sentinel attacked the San Framcisco Chromicle's attempt to
W"mm—ummmn&.ﬁaum.u
printed the whole of Applegate's article im reply. The Oregom
Seatingl believed false reporting hed caused the San Framcisco Chromicls

2ucten Applegate to Oliver Applegate, Jamuary 26, 1873,
Applogate Fapers.

2255mel Gault to Oliver Applegate, January 26, 1873, o3
Ivan Applegate to Oliver Applegate, December 13, 1872, ibid.; fien
Applegate to Oliver A"hpn Jasuary 1, 1873, ibid.; Portland
Oxegonign, Jamuary 20, 1873; Yveka Jowrmal, Yebruary 3, 1873.
23greka Upion, Jenuary 22, 1873.

243acksonville Oregon Sentinel, February 1, 1873.



and the Sacramente Unioy to take & pro-Medos stand, It called fox tetal
"sanihilation of the Indisn chiefs and murderers of Juck's tribe, and a
banishment of the rest to s distant reservation,” To do otherwise, it
w.-'uo!ﬁ.lmm-ﬁu.“” The Sentinel's state~
ments accurately reflected the majority Oregom position on the Modoc
War. Oliver Applegate identified his end the Oregon position as fol-
lows: First, the unconditiomal surrender of Captain Jack and his tribe:
md.u-mmum-m.;-:‘um.mmu
Rﬂ-munmmus. The Governor of Oregon
led the state in demanding these terms.

As Meachan wesred the rendesvous for the peace commissiomers,
be was presented with a fait sccompli on the part of Oregonians: The
Ju—c—qpummmu:-mmnumw
the vhites the preceding Novembex.  Mescham was 0 atirved by the
event he wired the Cosmissioner of Indiam Affairs at Washington from
Yreka, Californis, that as the result of Governor Grover's demand for
the surrender of Indisms to civil suthorities and the bills of imdict~
ment brought against the Modocs a conflict of suthority was imevitable.
The pecple of Oregon, he said, would accept no other peace than that

2801 iver Applegate to Luciem Applegats, February 20, 1873,
Applegate Papers.

?Tsalen Oregen Statessan, Fedrusry 11, 1873,
28Jacksonville Opegon Sentinel, February 15, 1873,



c-uugmm.” And se the issue of state versus fedexal
suthority was joined before Meacham met the other members of the peace
commission.

By the middle of Februsry, all members of the peace commission
mm-umnu.mmmvmnunm’?
firet meating, Jesee Applegate, the first arrival at Liskville, wrote
his brother concerning appointment to the commission and expressed con=
mnﬁn'ﬂ&nt—upmnm."l Only & few days
previously he had writtea to the Washington Chronicle that white people
in the Modoc country were in a state of siege. Ne esphasized the danger
of econonic disaster to the settlements i{f there should be @ genexal
Indisn cutbreak and a long war. His interest in serving on the com-
nission, therefors, stemmed from harsh ecomomic and physical dmager
factors, not seatiment for "Lo, the poor Indien." Samuel Casu's inter-
est appeared to parallel Applegate's; both stood squarely om the Oregem
rluﬁl-”

General Canby's relaticn to the peace commission was unique.

Aa advisory member, he held wore power than any of the others. A
skilled professional soldier, he lnew how to obey orders and to

ienchan to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Pebruary 16, 1873,
telegram, Oregon 8.1.A., Special Pile, Modecs, 1873,

3035 ksonville Orezon Seatinel, February 15, 1873,

3130000 Applegate to Lindsay Applegate, Pebruary 9, 1873,
Applegste Papers.

32yreks Jouxnal, Pebrusry 12, 1873,
33sslen Oxegen Statesman, Merch 18, 1873.
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subordinate persounsal comvictioms while effectively implementing official
govermment policy., Folitically astute, he knew how to protect himself
from personal attack and maintain public confidence. A few days before
potice of the peace commission's appoiatment arrived, Canby imstructed
Colomel Alvin C, Gillem to consider Captainm Jack's Modocs as any other
criminals, to press cperatioms against them, and to turm over the mur=
derers, Lif captured, to civil suthorities. He believed the Indian
department had extended considerate treatment of the Modocs to the
tatts To his superior, Gemeral Willism 7. Sherman, be adainistered
& verbal sedative to deaden any feeling of guilt the srmy might have
for not providing sufficient troops at the time of the attempted removal
of the Nodocs by insisting that the Indian outbreak would have occurred
whether few or meny troops had been used, Canby emphesized that he had
repestedly refused to use force umtil the Indisns' pretemtion to the
Lost River reservation had been officlally decided, but now he believed
Mﬁuhmum.” Inmediately following these
communications, presidential orders through Gemeral Sherman to Canby
and to subordinate officers in the fiold, commsnded that troops be used
ocaly to protect citisems. Var was bhmﬂd.“

"c-n to Colomal A, C, Gillem, January 29, 1873, San Framcisco
Presidio, A., L.8,, D.C,, 1873, Wo, 108,

m&'ac-byua—nu. 7. Sherman, January 30, 1873, ibid.,
¥o. .

36g, p, Townsend, Adjutant Geseral, to General Sherman, January
30, 1873, Sam Franmcisco Presidio, A., L.R., D.C,, 1873, No. 212; Sherman
to Canby, Jamuary 31, 1873, «s No. 211; Canby to Lieutemant E. W.
Stome, telegram, Jamuary 30, 1873, ibid., Wo, 133.
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The peace policy was now fully applied to the Modoc Indians,
and Candy was ordered to lesve Fortland and go in persom to the war
front to divect the aruy and advise the peace commission. Ha much pre-
fexred to tum the Modoc fighting and negotiations into the hands of
his c_’n;t. field officer, but Washington superiors demanded his
presence. On February 14 he notified Mra. Canby of his arrival in
Linkville where he met Colonel Gillem and two of mc-lllm.s’
mmmwmm.mmuvmum
mnuoﬁu-ﬂ-nth_dq. h-nnhu':zut-uly«u.
resulting in mumbed fingers that hindered desk work. In spite of the
cold, the conmission completed its work of orgmmisation on the first
w.mmmmwuzm:rumumm
to the Commissioner of Indiam Affairs.  Oliver Applegate was desig~
nated secrotary, s strategic position for protectiom of the Applegate

37canby to Wife, April 10, 1873 (a8 quoted im Louisa J. Speed,
'Personal Recollections of General Canby; With Letters Hitherto Unpube
lighed," M8, microfilm copy, originally from Dr, Max Heyman, onas copy
now in Oregon Collection, Univeraity of Oregom Library). According teo
Dr, Beyman, the discoverer of the MS,, the original letters are lost or
destroyed and the quotes im the MS. are all that 4 All lett
from "Canby to Wife" are from this source,

381b1d., Pebruary 15, 1873.
391bid., Pebruaxy 18, 19, 1873.
401p1d. , Pebruary 21, 1873.

41ggmuel Case to Clum, Februsry 19, 1873, Oregom S.1.A., 1873;
Jesss Applegate to Clum, February 19, 1873, ibid.
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nsme snd the family's interests. On the same day, in response to

Canby's request that California be represented, the Secretary of the
mma.u.wu“m comission by t.w.“ The
new member arrived on Pebruary 27,

Meacham resd the Washingtom imetructioms to the peace commis-
sion at the first meeting., Canby wes concerned when he learmed that
causes of the conflict were to be investigated. He hurriedly wrote the
Assistant Adjutant Cemeral at Waghington to take note of the peace com-
mission instructions which referred omly to the April 12, 1872, direc-
tive to Superintendent Odeneal (the order for removal of Modocs to
Klamath reservatiom and to protect them from the Klamath Indisms; if
this were not possible then a new reservation was to be selected), and
said nothing about the later decisiom which ruled against the Modoc
request for a reservation om lLost River. Canby wanted it understood
that he had refused to use force until that decision had been -dl.u

There was much newspaper speculation over what was taking place
in the peace commisgion during the first few days after formal organiza-
tion. Papers reported their own wishful thinking when they said that

“27van Applegate to Oliver Applegate, February 19, 1373, Apple=
gate Papers; John McCall to Oliver Applegate, Februsry 17, 1873, ibid.

43pelano to Canby, February 19, 1873, San Francisco Presidio,
A., L.R., D.C., 1873, No. 914.

to A, M, Rosborough, February 24, 1873, sp LiBoy
D.C., 1873, Vel. III, p. 6~7. TYreks Jowmmal, February 26, 1873; Canby
to Wife, February 28, 1873.

45Canby to Assistant Adjutant Gemeral, February 21, 1673, San
Franeisco Presidie A,, L.8., D.C., 1873, Vol. III, pp. 4-5.
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the commission was acting in unity and would demand the three surrender
umn«udhym.“ This consensus soon changed to an
sssertion that the comission was divided: Commissiomer Case favering
woconditional surrender, end Cosmissioners Applegate and Meacham declar-
munummmuxym." The idea of a pesce commission
was po intensely disliked by Oregonians and many Yreka Californians that
the newspapers of these aress found it impossible to be objective and
Jmpartial in evaluating the words, acts, and efforts of the commission.
"The Pesce Commission business is & perfect farce,” said the Yreka
Journal, It wanted to know why the commanding gemeral was not assigned
to work out peace temms (4if thet was desired) rather tham pick out
hmd-mmmmomumo—mtzum
up the tracks of former superintendents of Indisn Affairs. Canby's
vecomsendation to add a Californian to the commission apparently
stemmed from criticisa of this kind,

The Yreka Journal was pro-Applegate in its stand, declaring
forcefully that the Applegates had had no dealings with the Modocs,
vhich falsified the sccusation that it was they who had starved the
Indians and had failed to supply them with sufficient blamkets while on
mn—nm«mn“ This Yreksa newspsper was Republicen in its
politics, satipeace commission in its attitude, and pro-Oregon in its

46salem Oremon Statesmen. Februsry 22, 1873.
473b4d., Pebruary 25, 1873,

4Byreka Jourmal, Fedruary 26, 1873,

491p1d.
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position on the Modoc War. The combination of these factors made it
and many Oregon mewspapers natural allies of the Applegates. By Febru-
ary 26 the Applegate campaign in favor of the Oregon position and in
defense of themselves was begimning to pay off. Oliver Applegate wrote
& confidential letter to his father saying that influential Califermis
newspapers were gradually taking the right view and that the Applegates
mﬁmummmhuom-munpmm-” Apple-
mwwmmmmmmmdmw
‘on the ceuses of the Modoc War and "of course exempts us from blame.”
This culmination was mot unexpected since Jesse Applegate was a member
of the commission, Oliver Applegate the secretary, snd Meacham their
friend the chairman, Oliver Applegate boasted to his father that Tvas
Applegate had "more influence with him | Meaches] g A S
Applegate control of Meacham was mot as complete as desired for sbout
ten days later Lindsay Applegate, disgusted with Mescham's stand for
m.thWmﬂGMMhunM.“”
It is difficult te assess accurately the sctual work of the
pesce commission and of Meacham, the commission chairmaun. The very
existence of the commission indicated the desire on the part of Presi-
dent Gremt and his edministration to demonstrate restraint and humsnity

& 5001iver Applegate to Father, February 26, 1873, Applegate
pera.

S1ibigd.
o

S3Lucien Applegate to Oliver Applegate, a footnote im Rachel
Applegate to Brother, n.d., ibid.
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in the trestment of Indimns, & policy that at the same time satisfied

& growing mumber of Bastern humanitarisns. This policy, however, wea

noither understood by mor acceptable to fifty-four warriors of the small
tribe of Modoc Indimns, and was vejected by the State of Orvegom and by
many Northern Californians.

With varicus antagonigtic forces at work, the peace commission
was faced with an insuperable task., On the one hand, three commissiom-
ers, representing the pesce policy of the national Govermment, were to
talk the fifty-four armed Indians fnto laying down their weapoms and
submitting to removal. On the other hand, the army, representing the
mailed fist of the national Goversmant, wes poised with vespons and &
thousand men to strike the Modocs if the commission failed. A thivd
force was the relentless pressure of Oregonians working for the removal
of the peace commission and the unleashing of an army attack on the
Indisns. The Modocs, the objects of the above trinity of power and
victors in battle, demanded that they be allowed to live in their home
territory (Lost River and the lava Beds) and that the soldiers bde re=
woved from their land. Mescham, chairmen and leader of the experiment
in moral persuasion, was keenly sware that the odds were against suce
cons, He lnow the commigeion did not have full authority to act and
that its true chaimmen was the repressntative of the mailed fist, Geme
eral Canby, Yet he tried to play a chairman role snd received the
abuges that naturally fell to the head of a hated commission,

The efforts to secure peace were hesitant and devious. The
first urgent need was to establigh commmication with the Modocs to
inform them of the existence and purpose of the pesce commission and
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the meaning of & truce, To accemplish this, Bob Whittle and his Xlamath
Indisa wife Matilda, and a Modoc woman, "One-eyed Dixie," were sent to
the Lava Beds om February 19. They reported the following day that the
Indisns were willing to mect the California vencher John Fairchild and
»mzcuumu-mmmummm." Paire
child and Whittle, with the Indian women as interpreters, met with
Captain Jack and his licutenants to name the persomnel and explain the
purpose of the peace comission, The Modoc chief professed a desire
hmo.ht.“ﬁn&motuﬂtmn.mﬁnﬁam
commuission, he refused to leave the Lava Beds for a talk, It was
during Fairchild's meeting with Captain Jack and his men that the Modoce
requasted bringing their friend and sdviser, Elisha Steele of Yrela,
uumum.“

Inmedistely after Fairchild and his party reported to the pesce
commigaion on Pebruary 23, Steecle was sent for im oxder to comply with
the Modoc request, but he was not added to the comaission; Judge
wm&-m.«umuchucm.” On Pebruary 27 tha
commission decided what terms would be offered the Modoes: Uncondition~
al surrender, United States protection until a distant perwenect home

Report of % Indias Affaize, ASZ,
Poe 73743 » Migven and Harpath, 5
S5Mancham, 424; Aspual Repoxt of the Commis~
mumuﬁfmr- .
Mmuwnmwn
p. 76; Meachsn, igwam snd .

57sacham, W 424; Amnual Report of the Come
PRy rriy o - 2o, g T
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58
could be found, and g 1 ty for all Modecs. Canby wrote his

wife on February 18 that he bhad recommended Chese terms and that to his
surprise the commission adopted umdwn‘wu.“”
Meacham's officisl report in September stated that he was the cnly ome
tonumt:hct—.w The minutes of the meeting are not
available, and the investigator is inclined to believe Cenby since his
opinion was written the day after the event, and Meachsm's months later,
after Canby's desth. Meacham's later evaluations could have beem col-
'ordbyumm.

The terms of surrender ware sent by the ccmmission through
Steele, tho-uhltolmb‘m.“ Canby weas not at all cenvinced
thb‘oumuw.n and Meachan, in retrospect, knew it was un~
muwmmm.wm.u Steele, sccompanied

bytunuu.mm.umuu-mnummm.-z

1 news pond went to meet Csptain Jsck om March 5. e
returned from this meeting jubilantly reportimg that the Modocs hed
accepted the pesce terms. Meachsa in his fimal rveport declared that

3% amual Report of the Commissionex of Indian Affaire, 1873,
p. 74; Salem Orozop Statesman, March 6, 1873,

59%Canby to Wife, February 28, 1873.

o 0annus) Report of the Commissicner of Iadiaw Affatrs, 1823,

11514, ; Meachan, Higwes snd Haxpagh, 427.
62¢aaby to Wife, Februsry 28, 1873,
63snqual Report of the Commissioner of Indisn Affairs, 1873,

S41bid.

p. 74,
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65
enly Captain Jack accepted the terms; the other Indisns did mot.

Fairchild doubted that Steele had correctly understood the Modocs.
Steele proposed returning to Captain Jack the next day ia order to
mm:mmunmmmmmm-.“ The return
trip proved the Modoes were not ready to surrender amd the Indians'
confideace in Stecle to be good ouly as long as he worked im their
favor., Steele and H, Wallace Atwell, correspondent for the Sacramento
mwuuﬁcultmulymmuluknluu-
mdcnrlqmthu-dpmmmmthm

In the interval between Steele's first and second trip to the
Lava Beds, Meachan wrote Oliver Applegate that the Modocs had sccepted
the peace terms, including removal te & distaat country. He believed
tha terms should satisfy all white men, but knew some would oppose the
peace becsuse it granted ammesty to the killers of the white ootthn.“
Lindasy Applegate wrote his son that if the pesce terms included asmeosty
they were "a disgusting farce." The Indisns, he said, must be taught a

69
lesson by ugse of force or other tribes would get ideas. The Oregon

651b1d. : Meacham, Nigwam sud Harpath, 428.

“u-n-.u:-um 428; Ansmal Repoxt of the Commis-
mnmmm p. 74,

and Their Max, 151-52: Eeport of the
Wd 2873, ». Wy Higwam and Marpath,
s 430,

68ygacham to Oliver Applegate, Maveh 7, 1873, Applegate Papers.
691indsay Applegate to Oliver Applegate, Mavch 9, 1073, ibid.
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Steteamsn mede an owotional atteck agsinst the posce comnission and the
peace terms. The proposal of "amesty to the murderers and & detter
reservation . . " was declared to be dipgraceful to the United States.
With higsing adjectives the editor declared it to be imsoral to offer
such terms to & "band of hoodlums,"” "rensgadss,” "outlaws from their
owa tribe," “"plund and d of settlers,” "breakers of trea~

ties,” and "fugitives from the custody of the United States' suthorities.”
He aceused the coomissioners of ignoring the fact that settlers were
umuu-uum-.”

Moschan was right: the terms should have satisfied the husani~
tarians snd the vindictive Oregomlans, but they did wot. Neither did
they satiafy the Nodocs., Thay rejected the terms and made a counter=
offer to meet the commiseioners and three others, wholly unarmed, face
to face with all of the Modoc warriors fully srwed. The countercffer's
implication wes too obvious and too dmgerous; it was rejected by the
ml-.n

Mescham's reports to Washingtom the first eight days of March
raflected tensiomn, hope, and despair. Om March 3 he expected peace to
e-c!tcthllhnh.d:hn-uumsu on March 7 he declared
thnlhoi..!ailm.n

703alen Oregon Statesman, March 6, 1873,

Tiipid., Mareh 7, 1873; Mescham to Clum, Maxch &, 1873, Special
File, Modocs, 1873.

724eachan to Clum, March 3, 1871, Special File, Modocs, 1673,
nhl-_m March 7, 1873,
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Tension within the commission over inquiry into the causes of
the war snd the pro~Oregom sttitude of Applegate and Cage led to their
mw&“!,-‘“ﬁ-hmuuoﬂum.u The
chairman reported the commisgion's esbarrassment over the fact that the
membors themselves were involved with events calling for investigation
and that it had no power to subpoens persons and papers and take testi-
--v.,s The Federal Govermment's order to ferret out the war causes
sensitized the Applegates, their Oregon collesgues, and evea Meacham,
whose agent, Knapp (vhe was reslly appointed by the Army), was being
blamed for the fallure to fesd, clotha, and protect Captain Jack and
his band properly after they were removed to the reservation om December
30, 1969, The Applegates, stung by Califorunis newspaper accusations,
wera amxious that the report on causes would place no blame on them,
In this they were successful, as noted above. In spite of Meachanm's
sonsitivity te ths charges against Agent Xnapp, his empathy with the
Indians kept him from wholly idemtifying himself with the Oregom posi~
tion, yet he wae fully aware he could mot singlehandedly effect a set-
tlement that ignored so powerful a public opiniom, Oliver Applegate
was sware that Meschan wes pressing for “settling the difficulty at all
m-;nuwxymwu-—uuun-cnml.

Tégeachan to Clum, March 3, 1873, Special File, Modocs, 1875,
T5ieacham to Clus, March 8§, 1873, ibid,
Toyenchan to Clum, March 3, 1873, ibid.

7701iver Applegete to Lucien Applegate, Pebruary 20, 1073,
Applegate Fapers.
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HMeschan knew the Oregom climate of opinion would be a hindrance
to negotiations betwesn the pesce commigsion and the Modocs, Both he
and Canby vescted to this external force. l-—u-u;'uuuuu
citizen for the recent Modoc rejection of the peace offer.  Camby told
his wife that Oregon's sati-Modoc feeling wes & "great cbetacle” to ef-
fecting & settlement and that omly removal of the Indians to & distant
mo.upuluyutuqehm.” He also emphasised
the negative influemce of white Ovegonisns who semt threateming messages
to the Modocs or made thresteming spesches im their hearing to stir wp
mdmum&.—.“hm.wmum
m-mmmm_.wcummuumota-m
offer snd pressed for a remowal of fighting. It was under these couw
ditions that the first peace commission disintegrated and & new ons wes
created.

Meachan was comtinued es chairmsa of the new cosmission, and on
March 12 he was notifiod that the Reverend Eloaser Thomas of Petalums,
mzm.umwwumm::umuun-u
Agent Leroy 8. Dysr to succeed Samwel Case.  Canby half jokingly and

"8ancham to Clum, Maveh 8, 1873, Spscisl Pile, Modoes, 1873.
Pcanby to Wife, March 2, 1873.
50xpig.

Sisales Oregen Statesman, March 8, 16, 1873; Yreka Jouznal,
Mareh 12, 1873,

82yacham to Clum, March 24, 1873, Special Pile, Modoes, 1873;
Meachan to C mu.un.m hdumwltmm
found for the Agent's last name~-Dyer and Dyar. The latter
spalling is correct.
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half seriously imformed his wife that the peace commission was now
almost in the hands of her church since Dyar and Thomas were Methodists
and Meacham was "-Mumm."”

WVhat pignificence, if any, the religious affiliation of the
comigsion members had is not apparent. Dyar wes Indian agent through
nomination by the Methodist Church, and Thomas had hed long association
with that body. He wes reared a Methodist and entered the New York
Genassee Conference in 1838. He went to Californis im 1855 and in 1356
became editor of the Californis Christisn Advocate in which capacity he
sarved for twelve ysars. Ne became assistant agent of the Mathodist
Poblishing House on the Pacific Comst im 1864, the result of a Bramch
mmummuum.“ndzmumm
agent he visited and presched in every part of Cslifornia and Eastern
l-nh“ u—mtwu&&-wmaz‘hum
for he fraquently visitad the smmusl conference theve. In 1872
Thomas became prusiding elder of the Petaluma district which included
mm“ummuum." He was widely
kaown and highly esteemed in Californis and in all Hethodism, snd

830anby to Wife, March 24, 1873.

XVII (August 27, 1868), 2
C. v.h%wmh hr-u:o. im). fuzu.
S5california Chxietian Advosate, XVIT (Asgust 27, 1868), 2.
AVIIL (July 29, 1869), 356; 2f the Oxesen
Contarense of the athediat Intscoral Church. LEtS 7-
anehony, Zifsy Yoars of Methodism, 169-50.



mmumumfﬂumn»m—u-
sion by a California semator. Canby, who had not previously met
n-.uwuammdu:mdmwu
would be & valuable addition to the commission. Even Oliver Apple-
gate, judging Thomas by the Applegate morm, premounced him "O.K." and
wummmann—”mm-u-h.mc
report” on the causes of the Modoc War.

While the new peace commission was being appointed and
bled, a parallel dovelopment wes taking place in Washingtom through
the army. Canby aotified Gemeral Shermsn on March 22 that he bad be~-
sun the policy of "gradual compression by placing troops im a position
to cover all points of egress from the Lava Beds to demonstrate the
-ﬂlmmuﬂut;xwub‘-lhmh-nﬁt
peace commissioners failed. At the same time Canby notified his sub~
ordinate, Colonel @illem, that the Modocs were in & state of “quasi~
hostility" against the United States, that all dealings with them were
to be on & war basis, and that commmication wes permissible only
through the military or through the pesce commissioners. Me oxdered
confinesent of military operations to preveating egress of Indians from

Byoachen, Wigwan sad Narpath, 436.
89canby to Wife, March 24, 1875.

90911ver Applegate to Brothex, May 29, 1873, Applegste Papers.
91Canby to Sherman, Merch 22, 1873, Special File, Modocs, 1873.




the Lava Beds for the purpose of raids or ape to the ins,
unless they themselves initiated am attack. Any Modoc out of the Lava
Beds without the protection of the flag wes to be comsidered 2 prisoner
uu.dqmm—’:hcummnnm
¥odocs was to be treated as an eneny. The warlike messures {llustra-

ted a basic lack of comfidence in the peace negotiations, and this
pleased the Oregonians.

While Canby wes moving his troops mearer to and around the
‘Lava Beds, Secretary of the Interior Delamo seat a significant message
to the Secretary of War, William V. Belknap, stating that he had

:
|

Nn.u.l-o-l-mu,”mmw
take his place en the commission.

The Secretary of the Interior was decply agitated over semething,
becsuse on March 24 he communicated to Gemeral Sherman his fear that
General Canby might never have seen the instructioms origimally givea
to the peace commission "st the head of which My, Meschan's neme now

”c-y to Colouel Gillem, March 22, 1573, Sam Framcisco
Preaidio A,, L.S., D.C,, 1873, Vel. II1, pp. 27-29.

9pelanc to ¥. W. Belimap, Mareh 22, 1873, ibid., L.B., D.C.,
1873, %o, 572,

e 94110 tenant B, W. Stons to Camby, March 24, 1873, ibid., We.
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stands.” Delano wanted Sherman to imstruct Canby to read the instruce
tions and comsult the wishes of the Indisns "so that peace msy not be
prevented by peremptorily insisting that they go to some place to which
they are wnvilling to t-ﬂ."” Delano believed the Modocs should mot
be required to go to Aagel Island as prisoners of var nor should the
indicted Indians be surremdered to civil suthorities if they themselves
opposed this utm.“ On the same doy Delano ordered Meacham to show
his imstructioms teo Cuby.” These commumnications were strange, for
Meacham had read the imstructions to the whole commission on the first
day it met, and Canby had reacted to them instantly because no mentiom
was made in them to the request for and denial of Lost River as a spe-
cial resexvation for the Modocs. Why did the Interior Depsrtment now
insist that the Modocs should mot be compelled to go to the coast
reservation as a "sine qua nom,"” and should be sssigned to Lost River
if uqduunuﬂ“ The snswer may be found in pressures from Easteran
humanitarians.

Secretary Delano on March 18 ived & long i ion from

the Universal Pesce Union, am organization whose goal was to 'Remove
e e

causes and aboligh the customs of wax," Officers of this orgsnization

included Alfred H, Love, laet_.il._n_&:t, Bobert ¥. Wallcut, and K, T,
Childs, Fearisg that im this "trial hour" there would be & temptatiom

95Dslanc to Sharman, March 24, 1673, ibid., No. 949.
%xn4d.
97pelanc to Meacham, March 24, 1873, Oregon 5.1.A.

98pelanc to Sherman, March 24, 1873, San Francisco Presidio A.,
L.R., D.C., 1873, No. 949.



to depart from the “peace principles” that hed guided wp to the present,
the Peace Union appealed for a removal of the military and for an end
to the demand that the Modocs surrender as prisonars of war, It in~
sisted thet pesce efforts be carried on "without dependence on carmal
wespons.” It called for a delegation of fearless, patient, just, and
worally couragecus men to meet the Modocs with suthority to propose &
settlement and with food and clothing to relieve suffering. The Peace
htnme.!uutmeu“hmwnluthuq.” It is pos~
sible that pressures of this kind caused Sacretary Delano to look to
the tried and proven Canby more than to the new peace commisslon to
bring & peaceable end to the coaflict, Sherman welcomed Delano's
March 24 communication and notified Canby om the same day that its
contents “, . ., actually devolves on you the entire management of the
Modoc question, . . ."l“

The irony of the situation was that vhile all effective power
was placed in Canby's hands, Meacham was not removed from the chaire
wanghip of the pesce commission, He had never had carte blanche suthor-
ity to direct mmmm;ummmumoumum
Canby's advice and comsent. Canby was fully aware of his and the
commission's position and was careful to maintain the organisational

structure as it existed without using his power to remove and add

9951 £red K. Love to Delamo, March 18, 1873, Special File,
Modocs, 1873,

100gherman to GCanby, Maxch 24, 1673, Sen Francisco Presidio, A.,
L.R., D.C., 1873, No. 571.

101yonchan, Wigwenm and Sarpath, 431.
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comission members as he saw fit. He wrote his superior om March 27
that he believed the new commission would -ﬁ-uuu.-und.“z
Repeatedly Canby told his wife of the Govermment's wish that "utmost
ptlmﬂM“h“hMluv&ﬁtth‘u When
his wife protested the use of so much pstience, Canby gently agreed
with all she said about the Indians, but reminded her that “the policy
-!mmudtttﬂﬂumthﬁt-muwuut."l“
Canby, therefore, meticulously carried through with the Govermment's
pesce policy without believing im it wholeheartedly.

Canby persomified the Govermment's dichotemous policy of peace
and war. As general, he slowly deployed his troops around the Lava
Beds and gradually compressed the Modocs into the confines of their
mwmm—wmmmnm-m
remained. The loss of the horses alarmed the Modocs and brought a
mm“*wuuu-vummum“.lu
but Canby looked on the sctiom as a proper military maneuver that would

107
tend to make the Indians wore amemsble to megotistions. When the

102cenby to Sherman, March 27, 1873, San Framcisce Presidie,
A,y L.B,, D.C., Vol. III, p. 4.

103canby to Wife, March 20, 24, 1873.
1041014, , March 15, 1873.
1051014,

106zb1d. ; Meachem, Wigwes snd arpath, 436; Bland, Alfred B.
Meachan, 48.

107caaby to Wife, March 15, 26, 38, 1873; Camby to Sherman,
March 27, 1873, Sea Frameisco Presidis, A., L.I.. D.C., Vol. III, p. 34,



Modocs came to Canby om horses stolem at the time they murdered the
valley ncmgmtutdmmmu ponien, he was com=
pletely unmoved,

Ag the real chairman of the pesce commission, Canby carried
through the peace efforts to the bitter emd, After the firet face-to-
face meeting of the commigsioners with Captain Jack, he wrote his wife
on April 2 that Indians “"are alvays prosy, and Captain Jack the most
mozmum:mxunmu-."m Canby believed by
April 6 that the patience of even the new members of the peace commis~
sion was exhaueted. He vas certain the Indisns were as obstinate as
ever and had made but one concession: the willingness to reliaquish
Lost River on condition they be allowed to kesp the Lava Beds for their
howes. Cenby looked om this as s "license to plunder" and a fortress
olntnoﬂ.mud.htmu-ﬂanmlﬁnehm
would went to comtinue with negotiatione. He bumorously told his wife
on April 8 that Thomas had come to see that the Nodocs were "mot ene of
um'lﬁl-."“l

Canby vas unmoved by the Modocs' professed fear of the soldiers.
He pointed out that Modocs expressed this fear when the troops were
twenty miles away, at which time they vanted the army moved out of the
country im order to "have & good talk," but mow that the troops

108c4aby to Wife, March 4, April 2, 1873,
109zp14d., April 2, 1873,
1205034, , April 6, 1873,
1pid., April 8, 1873,



surrounded thes they asked that the soldiers be moved back to the
original pogitions. To him the Modocs were the “strangest mixture of
insolence and arrogance and superstition” that he had ever seen, He
believed that force was the only way to treat with them, for "thay have
-htﬂhm-‘hnna-!“mh“oh‘."‘u

Meachan on the other hand contimued to express confidence in
the Modocs and in Captain Jack i{n particulax, but he was not blind to
the dangers mor to the treschery of the Indians., He was committed to
the simple equation that if whites would be serupulously honast in deal-
ing with the Modocs and would treat them se equals ia manhood, a posce-
able agreement could be worked out, A vealist as well as an idealist,
he saw also that white dealings with the Modocs did not measure up to
the ideal pattern, and he notified Washington that he believed the mise
sion to be a failure. ‘-m.{gylﬁmuhguﬁuluel-n
Maxeh 5 to continue megotiations, he sought to do what he could,
which was mot wmuch.

Meachan later professed opposition to Canby's policy of "grad-
ual compression” and complained that he was never shown sn order from
any source that authorized tuilxm*n. "The Commission,"” ha said,
‘vas notified--mot consulted." Without doubt, Canby exevciged a
commander's suthority within the framework of expressed policy and
faitisted the plan., His dispatches made it clear vhy he took this

UW2mpig.
iyeachan, Higwsn snd Waxeath, 432.
éned., 433,
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action snd no Washington suthority interpreted it to mean a violation

of the truce. Meachan's antiaruy bias in Indisn affaivs, evident during
his superintendency when the army assigned military mem to most of the
agencies, contisued during the Modoc War and dowm te his death. It is
apparent that he never objectively interpreted army decisions, goals,

and moves. The ressons will be clarified im a later chapter.

Although Meacham was highly criticized by the Oregom press,
which was as bissed against the peace commission as Meachsn was against
the army, the fact remains that the commission had no oppertwumity to
negotiate directly with Captain Jeck from the time it was formed on
Februsry 19 until April 2 when the first full meeting was held in the
l-lnldl.u, It had sent surrender terms and other informatiom through
eivilisns, Modoc squaws, and lesser Modoc warriors. The April 2 meeting
agreed on nothing but the erection of & coumcil temt., Om April &
Meacham snd Fairehild, with Riddle and his wife ss interpreters, wemt
to meet Captain Jack thzn.u‘ Meacham asserted that the talk which
mwmm.u'm-bmx.mul\gmuamm
during the existence of the peace commissiom." It ended without
M.mm-m:mﬂnmmm.lu Meacham
and Fairehild conceded after the iag that C in Jack would accept

-~

115Canby to Wife, April 2, 1873.
1¥6yeachan, Wigwen and Marpath, 494.
7144, , 452,

Mo,
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19
the peace terms if only his lieutenants end warriors would permit.

Soon after the April 4 meeting, couriers traveled froquently
between the two canps with propositions for another full meeting of the
comission and Modoc representatives. Tobey Riddle, the squaw inter-
preter, warned Meacham of the plot to kill the commissioners and General
cnby.m Mescham was of the opinion that pesce could not be made and
-rmi.mlubh.ln Canby, weary of the lomg wait, told his wife om
April 10 that the negotistions could have beem left to the peace com=
mission, to Colomel Gillem, or to the military alone, but General
Sherman had wanted him to stay om the scene in person. He confided
that he believed the army could have made peace "without firing a ghot™
unless the Indisns were determinmed to have a war, but he offered mo
suggestion on how that goal could have been sccomplished. Canby was
anxious that amy scttlement would reveal the kindly mature of the Gev-
ernment and st the same time punish acts of the Modoe brand. Conse-
quently, down to the last day of his life, Camby insisted that the
Modocs must be banighed from the country a&s an example of punishment te
restrain other Indisns tempted to follow the Modoc utun.u: This
was Canby's last letter to his wife and reflected his latest thinking
on the Modoc question.

The climsx oceurred om April 11, Thomas, who had been left

11%p14., 452-53; Salem Oregon Stateswas, April 9, 1873,
1204oacham, jiigwem and Wagpath, 452, 462,

121rp4d,, 460,

122canby to Wife, April 10, 1873.



temporarily im charge of the commission on April 10, egreed, with Canby's
w.u-m-‘m-c'tnunwmuth
council tent the mext day. Meschan protested the srrangement whem
umnxg.umzmmumuqum—
ing the meeting was & ruse. April 11, 1873, was Good Friday. The
comissioners snd Canby debated the warnings of treschery brought by
Frank Riddle's wife Tobey. Mescham and Dyar believed the warnings, and
urged that they not go. hu.un:muld.-lcﬂy.u-unw
in the ammy, insistod on keeping their word and going to the meeting.
Meacham and Dyar were fearful, but proud, and weat out of a sense of
honor and duty, & thing Dyar vowed he would never do again, snd sone-
thing Oliver Applegate declared he never would have dome in the first
’Im.m At the last moment, before lesving the meeting, Pairchild
slipped a derringer in Meacham's pocket and Oliver Applegate gave one
um.m..cb,nmmﬁammtm.w
The drama of the last fateful meeting has beem oftem told.

12a0mus) Repoxs of the ax of Indiss Aliatra, 1613,
P 77; Weacham, Migwam and Naxpath,
12yeachan, Higwes and Haxpath, 463-64.
1250444, , 467-77,
1
M-.WBDO“ Applegate, 21, 1873,
Papaxss OLives Applugate o Tvim Applegata, Apetl 1, 1073, 1had:

12791 tver Applegate to Brother, April 23, 1873, {bid.

128y oachen, Wigwsn snd Haroath, 478-542; Murray, Modocs amd
Theix ez, 180-200.
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Canby and Thomas were killed and Meachsnm was left for dead, having boen
shot four times and having six imches of his scalp loosened. The scalp~
mmuwummamnum.mnw
Government was galvanimed into sction and an appalled world called for
revenge. After such frustratiom amd defeat the amy fimally captured
Captain Jack snd the majority of his band by early June, un.m Cap-
tain Jack and five accomplices were tried and sentenced in carly

and he with three accomplices were executed by hanging on October 3,
The remaining Modocs, 153 in all, were banished to Semeca Springs,
mmm.ummw.mmmnmm.
1873. This ended what can be generalimed as the biggest and most
expensive little war the United States ever fought,

Meachem recovered from the wounds received in the Lava Beds
sufficiently to walk, talk, and travel egain, but he carried with him
the scars not only of bullets and knife, but also vicious attacks by
Oregon and California mewspapers. The place of the newspaper in the
Modoc War {s a separate study in itself, but its sttitude toward Meacham
must be uscertained before a temtative judgment can be passed on his
service as chairman of the pesce commisgion.

12%eschon, ¥izwen and Nsrpath, 499; A. H. Miller to Oliver
Applegate, April 16, 1873, Applegate Papers.

- m‘;:h---. Simees and Marpagh, 562; Murray, Modecs and Thaix

Blhgray, ; Modoss snd Thatx dax, 203-304; Meschan Wizusn and
Marpath, 607-35, 636-62.

%urray, Modocs snd Theix ¥ex, 307.
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The Modoc War provided a mumber of newspaper firsts: 1) the
first of the Indisn wars to receive extesgive coverage; 2) the first
competitive race to "scoop™ the news; 3) snd one of the first, if mot
mrm.mammuwmu.m It is possible Moscham
was one of the first federal officials to so antagonise reportars that
he constantly ived a bad p This attitude developed because
the peace commigsion refused to give the press an open door to informa~
tiom, “.mmhm«muew.u-
though Jesse Applegate was just as adamant on news releases. The
Treka Jourmal said the commission felt “more important and dignified
than Cougress itself, i{u fact Crant's Cabinet is a secondary iumstitu-
tion . . «," and the Yreka Union called the commigsion "the self-
msm*mmtmm%mubm
reporters from getting “reliable {mformstion."

The Yreka Inion, s week before the massscre, put Meachsm in &
ludicrous aad ridiculous light by tellinmg sn exaggerated story of his
!cc-!.bhmm The Orezon Statesmap contimuously ridiculed
the efforts of the commission and taunted the military lesders; the
commission, it said, was acting like "uno."‘” The Yreka Union

1331 1ver Xnight, Following the ladisn Maxs (Sorman, Oklahoms,
1960), 1S5.

13444., 156,

135yreks Journml, February 26; Yreka Upion, March 1, 1873,
136yreks Ynicn, April 5, 1873,

1373a1em Oxegon Statesssn, March 20, April 6, 1873,
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professed to believe that the Reverend Thomes was the only man on the
commission who knew his business, and chat he would soon delegate his
suthority to Gemeral Canby and lesve, after which Mescham would "opem
a recruiting ntmmmm.'m After the April 11
massacre, Meacham, while recovering from his wounds, was told of variocus
mt‘ruanwhhﬂuwmup-‘h—oum
death. One correspondent, Sammel A, Clarke, & friend of Meachan's
and former owmer of the Opggon Statesssn, reported to the Sscramento
mmumu—-amm—mm:om
but that it smst pass away, for he had dome omly his duty,

Grant's pescs policy assumed that the white man, because of
superior stresgth and civilization, could and should show leniency
toward the Indisn., It also assumed that the Indian could be made &
udd-lnchnun*dmw.u‘ Frontiersmen said this
policy was all right for those who were not emdangered, but let the
friends of the Quaker idea be exposed to frontier dangers and they
‘l‘““mw.m Soms called sympathy for the poor
umuwmm:umwugmquu
won sense in Indisn affeire. A more moderate sttitude was reflected

D38yveka Union, April 5, 1873.

1 eachen, Hizuen and Harpath, 554-35.
1405gcranento Daily Uniom, March 5, 1873,

Wlyreka Journal, Meveh 12, 1873,

W2rpig., May 28, 1873; Yreks Union, April 19, 1873,
143¢roka Pnlon, April 19, 1873,
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by the Pertland Oragonisn which commended President Grant for the
“policy of just and humsne treatment of the Indians," but believed it
uumm-un-mluuumdmmwm
and unguccesaful when applied to unsubjugated Indians.

The peace policy had ite defenders, few of whom lived in Oregon.
Clarka, however, im his reports te the 8 ento Daily Unicn, pointed

out that Secretary Delanc had acted from the highest motives with the
p‘lolmtmudu-nhthnﬂollhm.m Eastern
humanitarians, such as membors of the Radical Club, protested the Gove
mmummm-ummmmumw.
‘moreiful delay in the summary punishment.' They wore fearful the
policy would be sbandomed. The Christian Advecate of New York City
doplored the nessacre and the retaliation it would call forth against
the Modocs and the peace policy. It commended Meachan who had devoted
himself to the implementation of the peace policy for which cause he
uun---:vr.u7

Meachsm should be viewed as an instrument of Grant's peace poli~
cy, & foderal officer obaying oxders. In the vealm of polities, it
would be unusual to asaign & man to a special task of the peace commis-
sion magnitude without heving = degree of mpsurwacs thet he had &

libporeland Sxggonian, April 15, 1673,
145g acramento Daily Union, April 14, 1873,

146padical Club to President Grant, Secretary Delano, and Ind-
ian Commissioner Smith, April 19, 1873, Onpn S.1.A., 1873,

14Tcheigtian Advecate (Wew York), XLVII (April 17, 1873), 124,
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peroonal commitment to the adopted policy., Mescham's term in the Ovegon
Superiatendency of Indisn Affairs proved that he had the commitment.
It also proved that he was not an extremist, but could and did use the
disciplinary power of the arwy to attain desired goals whem needed.
The important thing that arises ocut of this study, however, is the fact
that Grant's sdministration did not rest its case in the hands of the
peace comuission mesbers, but backed up its olive-branch approsch to
tho Modocs with nilitary might and placed its confidence and final
power in General Canby, Meacham received the greater part of the public
abuse becsuse of his office while Canby retained s hero's place in the
public affection. Yet it was Canby's rather tham Mescham's hand that
guided the pesce comsisaion, snd Lt was federal policy that kept it
alive, not the commissioners or Canby, The difference botween Meschan
and Canby was that the one believed im the pesce policy, the other tol-
erated {t, Canby's baslc balief in good treatment of the Indians,
including the keeping of agroements, made it posaidble for him to carry
through a policy in which he did mot fully beliave, Meachsm in his
current and final reports challemged Canby's decision to capture and
retain the Modoc ponies and the policy of a show of nilitary force
through "gradual compression.” He believed these messures violated
the truce and the peace policy, yet Washington mever quastionsd the
propriety of them, Both Canby and Meachsm felt the compulsive power
of the Oregon positiom, Meacham appeared to sense the futilemsss of
the negotiations more than Canby, or perhaps the di{fferemce was that
Canby was more sccugtomed to carzying out s policy te its end and had
always the assurance that when peace efforts should fail he had an sruy
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of a thousand men at his command to force the will of the natiom en
the Indians.

The tragedy in the Lava Beds om April 11 became a turning point
in Meacham's life. The experisnce opened & door through which he en-
tered to & life of public lecturing, writing of books, editing of a
magazine, and service om the Ute Indian Cowsaission.



CHAPTER VII

Iemmination of Peace Commigsion Affaire

The Indian Comispioner summarily dismissed the remaining
nembers of the peace commission one woek after the massacre of Gemeral
culyalthmh—-.l The same day the dismissal telegram
was received, Alfred B. Meacham requested from his sick bed that be be
continued until the commission's report could be prepered and filed,
The request wes granted, but it was emphasised that the terms of the
uum.-uuua-mam.-z Meschan delayed
the completion of the report, whether to retain his name om the payroll
or to improve his account of events, is mot clesr. He first petitiomed
for a postponement until after the trisl of the Modoc prisoners, but
even though the petition wes spproved, ss late as mid-September the
mmc—:uu-wi?mmuuwumm
to file the report immedistely. He delivered it in time for imclusion

lgawerd ?, Smith to Dyar, April 18, 1873, Oregon S.L.A.,
Special ¥ile, Modocs, 1873.

2gaith te Meacham, July 12, 1873, 0ffice of Indian Affairs,
Letters Seat, 1869-73,

Jguith to Delams, June 19, 1873, {hid.
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in the Indian Commissioner's smmual report, but why he wes continued on
unun-:us-qs.un.nmm. Probably political
friends interceded in his behalf and the Office of Indimn Affairs yleld-
ed because of his suffering from the effects of the Modoc wounds.
Meachan's recovery while at the army camp hospital was suffi-
ciently rapid to emable reswval to his brother-in-law's rench near
Linkville eloven days after the mmssacre, and to his home in Salem om
Ml., Healing progressed emough to permit attendance at the last
hﬂo!thnhhf-thb‘::m.umh-hlyln
July 9, 1873, st Fort Klamath. In Miguss and Uarpath Meacham professed
to be incensed because the Modoc prisomers had been unable to secure
counsel and offered to serve in that capseity himself, but he did not
.:hu-uu-mum-numu.’ When he wrote the Indian
Commissioner on July 8, his concern was not counsel for the Modocs, but
rvather the ruling that no evidence not divectly related to the assasei-
nation could be admitted to the trial. He complained thst testimony

SComissioner Smith to Meacham, September 13, 1873, Office of
Indisn Affaire, Correspondence Medical and EBducational Divisiom, July,

1873-June, 1874 Report Jndian Affaize S0
She Saczetary si Sha AEIRE: Toisn v et

A, R, Miller to Oliver Applegate, Apwril 23, 1873, Applegate
Papers; Sacramento PBaily Unien, May 5, 1673,

Sgpecial Pleld Orders to Brevet Major General Jeff C. Davis,
June 30, 1873, San Framcisco Presidic A., L.R., D.C., 1873, Mo, 1415;
Captain ., C, Hasbrouck to Pirst Lisutenant W, H, l-m..m{" 1673,
Fort Klemath Letter Sook, Vol, 8; Meacham to Smith, July 8, 1873,
Oregon 5.1.A,

Meachen, Wigwan snd Saxpath, 628-31.
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implicating outaide parties or providing origins of war was unscceptable
umm.amumu-m-mum.‘
By inferemce he was saying it was impossible to fulfill the origisal
instructions to the peace commission ordering an examination into causes
of the war.

Whether Meacham's offer to serve as counsel for the Medoe pris-
oners vas & product of Later imsgimation ox prompted by a kaowledga of
manitarisn efforts to prevest hurried executiom of the prisomers is
‘wot apparent, Humaniterisns wanted justice for all guilty parties,
white and Indian, and some hoped the death pemalty would be withheld.
Meachan may have been aware of efforts hy the Universsl Peace Uniem,
mwm.mmmm.um:-cunuu-
Aid Association to intercede in behalf of the Modocs, and wanted to
identify himself with their cause, More probably it was a combinaticn
of his owm penchent for reform and an awareness of the natiomal con~
science on the subject.

Meacham was not alone in wanting an fmvestigation of the causes
of the war., Comgressman Joha K, Luttrell of Californis, declaring the
mub-ug‘m-uauﬂu-.--muu
an investigation. Elisha Steele sought a postponement of the

Syoacham to Smith, July 8, 1873, Oregon 5.1.A.

SUniversal Pesce Union to President Gramt, July 17, 1873, Spe-
cial ¥ile, Modoes, 1873; Lucretis Mott to President Oramt, April 23,
1873, Oregon 5.1.A.; Costes Brothers to President Grant, Juse 11, 1873,
Oxegom 5.1.A.; Notice from American Ald A iation to sewspapex, July
13. uﬂ. mm 'm. w. ls”. Howspaper cl‘"“.

103, %, Luterell o Dalans, Jume 17, 1873, Ovegon S.1.A., 1873,
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execution of the four condemmed Modocs uatil the causal factors of the
muuwm.unm-ml:muwn
Oregonians had unjustifiably placed a stigma on him,  Comgressmen
Luttrell supported Steele's request and placed approval on the work of
both Steele and Mescham while they were superintendents of Indian Afe
um.u The reoquests to imvestigate and determine war guilt were not
grasted, however, and Meachem was compelled to teminmate the work of
the pesce comission without conducting an official hearing.

Ihe Meachas Lecture Company

Concurrently with readying the finmal report of the pesce com=
m“nm&-umuﬂlgm. He
professed encouragemmmt in this endesvor by "everyomes."  Three trial
mmmu_utuuuunnwmmu
fingacial profitability, Because his kaowledge of the Indian laugusge
was either very limited or nonexisteat, he sppealed to Oliver Applegste
to supply Indism words for a series of English phrases to be used
"gleverly” in the lectures. He also requested a story on white mean's
atrecities againgt the Indians which he had heard previcusly from Ivan

ligeeele to Delano, July 3, 1873, Special File, Modocs, 1873,

121uetrell to Military Commission, July 1, 1873, San Prancisco
Presidio, A., L.R., D.,C,, 1873, Mo, 1628.

13geachan to Oliver Applegate, August 9, 1873, Applegate

Y.
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m.u In this mamner {llustrative materials for the lectures
wore gathered, The series of three lectures included: first, suthens
ticated incidents and episodes of wrongs suffered by the Indiamns, and
the story of the Modoc removal to the Klamath reservatiom in 1869;
second, & description of the Modocs and the Modoc War; and thirvd, the
p:.m.um.uwozmm.“ Tha germ of his
future lectures is found in their substance, Although Meachem was a
movice as a lecturer, he had had previows experience in political public
spoaking and in at least ome serious, formal address which was given
bef the graduating cl of Willamette University's Medical Depart-

ment on March 4, 1872, Its content indicated that he was a man who read
-d.hcm-tus‘oln."dﬂhlnm!.mmmlcnl-
oped facility of expressiom.

The correspondence with Applegate concernming lecture msterials
eriginated in Sen Francisco, the city where the lectures were givea
during the first week of Octobsr, The evening preceding the day Captsim
Jack and his accomplices were to be hung st Fort Klamath, October §,
Meacham spoks on the Modoc War at Mercantile Liberty Hall. The Daily
Alts Californis, impressed with the poor attemdance, commented that the
¥odocs had "already filled their space in the world--ainety days have
passed since their capture, and the public evidently cares very little

1.
7salen Oregon Statesmsn, Merch 7, 1672,
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18
about them now, . « ™ In spite of poor delivery of am interesting

address and complaints that the speaker could not be heard, listemers
received Meachanm well, Apparemtly his voice was yet weak from {llness,
nh-mﬂlbnﬂlxhlnphlh.u

The speech contained basic conclusions regarding causes of the
Modoc War that he promulgated im later years: 1) there would heve beea
no war if Captain Jack had bdeen protected from the Klamath Indisng
vhile on the reservatiom; 2) there would have been no sssassinatioms of
white settlers Lif the citizens had not enguged in the battle when the
"Mummmummuwm.u
Comcerning the white man's relstion te the Indian, he sald, “We can
afford to be magnanimous, and it i{s our duty to be just;" and "Ve spend
uillions for education of the heathes but or the Indisns we make war
dm‘&--m.'z‘ He also recommended the pumishment of
white men who committed crimes sgainst the Indians and the selectiom of
umm—mmumuwzummnm.u

An sddress on “Indisn Religion" was delivered at the Powell
Street Methodist Church om Sunday, October 5. It emphasized the recep-
tiveness of Indimms to Christismity sad civilimstion and the inherent

18gan Framcisco Alta Califormis, October 3, 1873,
g,
4.
211b4d.
.
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goodness of a peace policy entrusted to comsecrated Mu-h-h.u

The gist of the San Francisco lectures indicates that all of
Meacham's basic primciples of reform were well foxmed im 1873, and latex
years only amplified and refined the early convictions.

What Meacham did during the mext year can be detailed im barest
outline because of paucity of evidenca, He left San Framcisco soom
after the lecture series to visit his father near Xows City. While
there the intensity of suffering from the Modoc wounds required the
mol.hmﬂ‘l@:‘t&hﬁﬂummmb
injured the nervous eystem.  Consequently the year was prodebly spent
in recuperatiom, some lecturing, and writinmg. Tha lecture tour took
hhulcubob..vbmnm-vutnﬁlqll.llﬂ.hw
dressed an sssembly at the Park Street Chuxch,

Experience as a lecturer, growing self-confidence, and the
m—nzmwmum-m?m
which combined addresses with an exhibition of Indians. The Meachan
Lecture Compeny wes not the first or last of ite kiad. Dr, Willism C,
McKay, a madical doctor and son of the half-breed Thomas McKay of the
Hudeon Bay Company and a Chinook Indisn wother,

Brvig.
2 penston Claim No. 303,721, Box No. 34575, Alfred B. Moachan,
2Ssosten Daily News, Mey 23, 1874,

264eacham to Oliver Applegate, October 8, 1874, Applegate
Papers.

27gancroft, Oregon, I, 33.
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on Eagtern interest in the Indians and organised a lecture and exhibi-
tiom tour. The troupe included twelve warm Sprimgs Indian Scouts, his
half-brother, Domald McKsy, the well-imown leader of the Scouts, and
:hhu-ulnu-lm.k.u.” Although Doctor MeKay
muun-mmmmmm-mw;m.“m
;ﬁ-fyobj.uﬁn-hmbo.—'gb‘ into prefit, The McKay
Troupe started its tour im March, 1874, Ddut by October Meschem re~
mm-m.«uuum,n and in June, 1875, the
Jacksonville Democratic Times relessed the sad news of Donald McKay's
—tu—uu-mum." Although Meachan credited the
McRay failure to poor management, it did not ishibit plans for organ~
mm-lmm.”

28341 14am C, MeKay to Oliver Applegste, August 30, 1873,

T I steo Eaaters Orsmn aslly Zxims, darch 11,

"r—m-q.n_ mq.l-au. 1874
m1. Umstilla, Indiang); McKay m s August 30, 1873, Apple~

gate Papers; Prancis Puller Victor to Blivas [Oliver Applagate] , Mareh

28, April 23, 1874, Applegate Papera., The McKsy troupe was still in
Fortland on the last date. Mrp. Victor reported bher attendance at
their performance the preceding evening and predicted finmncial success

for the troupe.

Muqm_mm,mu 1874
(WPA~l, Umatilia, Indigus). 2

3lyeschen to Oliver Applegate, October 8, 1874, Applegate
Papers.

32;acksonville Demccratic Iises, Juse 11, 1875.

3eachan to Oliver Applegate, October 5, 1874, Applegate
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Meacham's compeny comsisted of Oliver Applegate; Frank and Tobey
Riddle, interpreters for the Modoc pesce commission; David Hill, a
Elsmath chief; Tecumseh, & Klamath Indisn wedicine man; George Harmey,
& Rogue River chief; and Harmey's wife. In addition to these, three
Modoc Indians who participated in the war with Captain Jack--Scarefsced
Charley, Steasboat Frank, and Shacknasty Jim--were secured from the
q--:- Agency, Indiam Terr‘tory, by special permisaion of the Presi=
dent.  When Meschem persuaded Oliver Applegste to join ths Lecture
m.uwmmmm—umuu:;.
good time, travel in the States end Burope, and possidly money. The
idea was attractive to Applegate, who had never been out of Oregon, and
he accepted the offer., His knowledge of Indisns, matural orstorical
ability, even tempersment, physical sttractiveness (six feet three),
aad youth (twenty-seven) convinced Meacham that he fitted the require-
ments of the troupe sxsctly. MM‘.WMM.
an Indisn Scout who spoke six Indism dialects. James Redpath of the
Boston Lyceum Company comtracted for booking the troupe's appearances
and managing the business. -Joumuu.mw.“

Meacham returned to his home state to mest with the Oregon
mesbers of the Lecture Company, and journeyed with them to Sacramente

34portiand Jew Noxth Hegt, February 19, 1875; Meacham,i¥i-ne-sa,
12, 13, 14, 72, 77,

3yeschan to Oliver Applegate, October 8, 1574, Applegate Papers.
351014, ; Meachen, Hi-ne-me. 72, 92.

3portland, Ney Noxth Hest, February 19, 1875; Mescham,
Ei-pe-ma, 9.




on January 27, 1875, srriving in time to make the first group appssvance
u“q.'.klu,l.” In Sacramento Meacham amnounced his intemtion
of going East to discuss publicly the important issues of the Indiam
quastion while the people were favorably imclined towsrd daliberation
of the subject. The Indian comtingent would aid in dramatizing the
u—-ummwmmunxvumu.” The Lecture
Company appearances included St. Joseph, Jefferscaville [Jeiferson
City], and St. Louis, Missouri; Terre Heute, Indisna; Louisville and
MM; Washington, D.C.; Philadelphis, Reading, snd
Morristown, Pemnsylvania; Camden, Elizabeth, Tremton, and Newark, New
Jersey; and New York City. The last appearamce took place om April 1
107!.“

According to Mescham's own published sccount, the troupe was in
sericus fimancial difficulty by April 10, and hed to suspend the tour
becavse expenses had exceeded receipts by several hundred dollars. His
explenation for the company's fimancial failure was previous fraudulest
Indisn shows that had offended friends of the Indians, MNeacham declared
he "would mot and did mot" cater to wob emtertaimment, Endorsement by
the United States Board of Peace Commigsioners, Peter Cooper, John M,
Ferris of the Foreign Misgion Board of the Reformed Church, George
Whipple and M, E, Stieby of the Aperican Missionary Association, and

i Yyoncham, Wi-ne-ms, 92; Portland Mew North Hest, February 19,

portland New North Nest, Pebruary 19, 1875; Meschem, ¥i-ne-ma,
“Oypachan, Mi-ns-me, %.

92.
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J« C. Hanckey, President of the Universal Peace Uniom, convimced

Maacham that the public should have received and supported his project

generously because of the spproval of the "true" frieads of the Indians.
Meachaa had prepared to send the Indians of his troupe home

when Peter Cooper offared C

per Institute Hall for appearances of the
Lecture Company. A. C. Squires of Brooklym replaced Redpath as manager.
He plamned a large-scale program for April 26, aided by skilled musical
talent, with a view to producing emough prefit to buy tickets home for
members of the troupe. hmh&:z-mwm
profitas and Meachsm was in serious trouble. He refused to extricate
himself by accepting a variety theater offer of $100 a night for four

mbhc..h"-o-nm-‘ntulmhuu.‘“ Final-
1y, friends contributed monsy to psy hotel bills sad to buy return rail-
nﬂtu:ubtﬂ.!ﬂ_. Frank Riddle, wife, and son stayed with
Meacham,

The sequel to the Meacham Lecture Company fiasco is glesned
from correspondence and newspapers. Oliver Applegate and the Indisns
arrived at Yreka, Califormia, on June 4, 1875, and told their story.
The troupe had made successful appesrances, but in many places religious
people boycotted the meetings becsuse of opposition to the Indian dances.
Their failure to support the program contributed to its collapse. The

Alaped., 9495,
821014, , 95496,
431p1d., 98-99.
44Ibid., 99.
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troupe stayed nearly ome month in Washingtom snd visited the President
and places of intexest. The Modoc Indians had returnmed to their reser~
mmu&ummm.mmm,mmm.maw
sppeared,  MNeachsm had earlier credited the tyoubles of Dr. McKay's
Indian troupe to poor managemant. He now sssigned the same cause to
his own failure, with ledpath che recipieat of the blame., He was confi~
dent the Meacham Lecture Company was the best lyceum number of the gea~
son, but becsuse of Redpath's {nterest in women, especially (o a “red
‘haired Mississippiss,” it was not proparly --.u."“

Meacham's observations st this period can scarcely be trusted
because of the illness that besieged him, l:;me:mmnan—
of the Lecture Company brought on & relapse.  Mis letters indicated
sporsdic mental confusion and depression. This tendency had appeared
in its worst form in September, 1873, whea he wrote: "I can't know why
but something says to me 'mpite, Mrite.' And I do uot know wiat I am
to write about perhaps I need mot koow, Some ynssen, mnrecornized,
bhand may direct my pem. 1 feel stealing over ms a soft slow laxy pain
...-mmxummmqm..."‘.mm
continued with expressions of concern and responsibility for his family

83Juckeonville Depoczatic Times, Jume 11, 1875,

“6eachan to Oliver Applegate, July 16, December 17, 1875,
Applegate Papers.

4TMeachan to Applegate, December 17, 1875, ibid.
4%¢em0, September 21, 1873, Meachan Papers.
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and of a desire "to do something for these poor despised down-trodden
mm[m:-a."“ In the fall of 1873 simtlar, but
uummmmmumwm.” In
mummi;lnu--uwm.muwu
prospects of better health.

Two months later Frank Riddle apprised Oliver Applegate of %
Neachan's comtinued illness and of his own daspair about getting howe.
Riddle had no words of censure for Meacham becsuse of his inability to
yrovide funds for the family's journey. Heachem, be said, was doing
all be could, and Riddle himself had trisd unsuccesafully to get a job.
Hoacham, however, was wot the ouly one ill. Tobay Riddle had such
severe "fits" that her husband was distracted as he eadesvored to re~
strain hor from committing suicide. The homesick Tobey was possessed
with the thought that she could mever veach Oregon. Riddle said, “If
we don't get sway from here soon Meacham snd her both will go cramy
M!mlh.“n—ﬂu...."” In April, 1876, Oliver
Applegate sought fimancial aid for the Riddles through Alfred H, Love
vhom he had met in Philadelphia when the Indian troupe made its appear~
snce there, Ho related the failure of the Neacham Lecture Compamy, of

.

oachan to Oliver Applegate, July 16, Septesber 18, 1875,
Applegate Papers.

Slyaachan to Oliver Applegate, Decesber 17, 1875, ibid.
52prank Riddle to Oliver Applegate, February 21, 1876, ibid.
S3yeank Biddle to Oliver Applegate, June 6, 1876, ibid.



Meachan's Lllaess and poverty, and the sickaess of Mrs. Riddle. Apple-
gats's quotation from Riddle's letter commmicated a tale of poverty:
'&.&-'cbmh-.hh:ﬂd‘hmm. To
tell you the truth he has nothing to do with." Love gave no money,
but he provided the nsmes of possible domors snd promised to publish
an sppeal in the joxd of Pasce, which carried NMescham's name as oue of
wtm-.nda-ma.—um.” The Riddles fimally
arrived home in September with the aid of $30 from Meacham, $60 from
‘Oliver Applegats, and additiomal funds from a friend in New York City.
The Meacham Lecture Company completed all unfinighed busimess
with the safe arrival heme of Frank and Tobay Riddle and their som.
Personal suffering and near-tragedy that followed collapse of the vem~
ture in the spriag of 1875 dissuaded Meachsm fron orgsnising a similar
troupe, A man now cams imto his life whe had that ability to "msnage,"
shbout vhich Meachem had spoken so oftem, and who provided met emly
"mesagement” but also medical care. His name wes Thomas Augustus Bland.

Blend end Megchen

Bland firat heard Meachem at the April, 1875, appsarance of
his troupe at the Cosper Ingtitute Hall, and persomal acquaintance be-
gan in Bostom the following June, A few months later Meacham became &

5401 1ver Applegate to Love, August 19, 1876, 1bid; Love to
Oliver Applegate, Mey &, 1876, ibid.

b TR
563, M. MeCall to Oliver Applegste, Septesber 13, 1876, ibid.



p.cun-l‘.l-mctqh-.” Two years later, while lecturing
in Indismapolis, Meachan publicly related the story and the significance
of their acquaintance. The Blands, be said, had found him im 111 health
and to them he oved recovery and life itself. Other doctors haed wee

signed his case, considering it to be hopeless, and Bland himself sald
hﬁ-uh--m.maxmmmuun-uu.“ Mrs.
Sland, who also was a medical doctox, carefully prescribed medicines

sud personally gave the essential wureing care that brought him back te
‘s degres of health. l.nn-.tv--tqnulhtuunu-.”
Four years after the Blands and Meacham were uvmited im their unique

relstionghip, Meschan again made public his appreciatiom of what they

bad dome for him. The pages of the mewly founded Council Fire graphi-
cally described the comdition im vhich they found him: “helf pavalysed,
with tu!.em:;‘. spirit broken, helpless, hopeless and friendless
in a great eity.”  He mot only paid tribute to the Blands for having
-ﬂlumultﬂ.ﬂ“hm&.wotmﬁn‘“

57p1dd1e to Oliver Applegate, July 8, 1876, ibid.; Bland,
Alfred B. Mescham, 7-8.

381ndianapolis Journal, September 11, 1877.

59%1and, Alfred B. Meschan, 7-8: Indissapolis Journal, Septem-
ber 11, 1378,

%(w’. I m. ll”). 137, From
January teo s the periodical was published im Fhiladelphia,
but sach month from April forward it was published in Washingtom.

1.
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What factors contributed to uniting these three so closely! A
brief survey of Bland's life revesis them, His origins were sinilar
to Meschan's. /His pavents wers members of a NWerth Carolins (uaker ‘R
nlnthto,uthl in Orange County, Indimna, 1817, and later removed-
to the vicinity of Bloonfield vhere Bland wes born in 1830, making him
four yeors Meachan's juniox. fis formsl education imcluded eight yeaxs
in & log school, and he was reported to have had such an acquisitive
nind that he borrowed books to read. He married Mary Cora Davis of
‘Virginis ia 1852, after which he degan the study of medicine. Medical
practice was bogun at Worthinmgtom, Yndiana, six miles from his birth-
place. mnmm-”u‘?ummumm
states end cccasiomally in the East. Bland becams & surgeom in the
Unfon Army im 1864, 4nd wpon receiving his discharge, he and Mrs, Bland
mwuw.hm.m-t:’-mu-mmum v
7 in Dr. Jackson's Health Imstitute.

Medicine was not the only fnterest of the Blands; journslism
equally occupied their time and attention. The couple returned to
Indisns and established & literary journal called The Home Viaitox
vhich was sold after ome “successful" year. HNext the Sorthwestorn was
founded, which later became the Indisng Faxmes, and this venture wes
followed by the establishment of the Ladies Dwn Megazine in 1868 with
ln.lt-lehduu-h-ucl.“ The Indiana Farmer was sold in 1872

62p, A. Bland, Piomsers of Prosress (Chicago, 1906), 7-15.
g,
Obid.
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and cthe Lgdigs Own Megazine, after removal to Chicage for s yesr, in

1875, Cors Bland's interest in medicine contisued, and, .:;c selling
the Magazine, she completed the Doctor of Medicine degree. Freshly

ermed with it when scquaintance with Meachanm began, her interest in him
was probably scientific as well a8 perscmal.

When Meachan and Bland met, it was a confrountation of two men
vho ceme from reform-minded bsckgrounds, Ferhaps Bland perceived in
Heachan a "voice" to proclsim reform stamdards, and Meacham discerned
in Bland streagth, leadership, friendship, and hope for health. Each
vas & vef by imetd and conviction., Meachom campaigned single-

mindedly for Indisn t.!m;/ll.d. before and after Meacham's death,
crusaded with the Greemback and Populist parties against monoply and
for greemback currency.

A series of books and booklets written by Bland spell out his
Mmﬁntnﬂa His first book, Fsmming As & Erofespien, wes pub-
lished in 1870. Its intent was to attract young men to "farming
as a profession” by telling a fictitious stoxry of ome who had made that
choice and who had earned an anmual net profit of 20 per ceant on an
$8,000 investment. The Life of Bemismin Butler secused wealthy men and
corporations of opp ing the £ s the small businessman, snd the
wage earmer, and presented Butler as the promoter of greeubacks, the
"perfect paper momey.” BEland was scarcely able to put Butler imto &

S31pid.
66r, A, Mand, Faraing As A Prefession (Soston, 1870).
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reformer's mold, but he did cast his in the role of defemder of freedon,
wm.ﬂm.h“ﬂd‘:ﬁﬂﬂlw.‘ﬁ
recognized leader of the Republican party.  Ihe Scaxian Band (16 pages)
presented & seriss of biographical sketches of Comgressiomal Represemt~
atives of the Rational Greenbsck party, including Adlai E. Stevenson of
uu-.u.“ How %o Gxgw Rich wes an slluring title of a thirty-two
nmm.—w-«xga-m-mm"
Ihe Reign of Momopoly (43 pages) struck stromgly ageinst monmopolies of
all kinde: 1land, ges, railrcads, streetears, politics, and others.
"Banks are foes te justice and equality always," 3land said, and he

bracketed them with railrcads as the mwst powerful mowepolies in the
u-uy.” cﬂhﬁnunmn\dnm-luhu—l
Bank, he wrote Egeu; or the Banker's Victiam.  His last work om politi~
cal reforn was Peopie’s Porty Shot snd Shell, published in the signifi-
cant eloctiom year, 1892, It hewed strictly to the Fopulist party
platfom, pl-n'-ntypl-lhu.n

Bland's interest in Indism reform did mot die with Meachms,

672, A. Bland, Life of Benissin Butler (Bostom, 1879), 3, 14,
162, 180

63y, A. Bland, The Spaxtan Bead (Veshingtom, 1879).

9. A. Blasd, Hos To Grow Rich (Vashingtes, 1381).

70p, A. Blead, The Beisn of Momopely (Washington, 1881), 10-16.
iy, A Bland, Egsu: ox the Bepkar's Yistis (Weshington, 1892),
72g, A, lasd, Becple's Paxty Shet sad Shell (Chieage, 1892).



Bvidence ﬂm-ﬁont-m found im Daring Ponald Mckay o
Ihe Last Txall of the Medocs, -;‘Amn—:nmum

luvasion of the Home of the Sioux.  Mis veforming tendencies resched
into medicine and religion. He was 2 self-confessed eclectic hhﬁ”

sreas as disclosed in two ,:-' How Zo Got Well snd Now To Kesp Fell
and I the Hoxid Celestigl. /Bland's last book, Piopeexs 9f Progress,
mammwxumnmmmm. ‘
The book i3 a series of thirty-two biographies of ninsteenth-century ‘
nen ‘and women including Lincoln, Orant, Wendell Phillips, Williem Lloyd
Garrison, Borace Oreeley, Susen Anthony, Peter Cocper, Heary Geoxge,
-‘nnul.l-—,fn-mmun%um.un ‘
reality the thivty-third biographye-of Thomas A. Bland.

Bland not ocnly provided & home and medical care for Meachan! he
alpo became the efficient menager of his lectuve caveer. e who was
capable of establishing wagazines and writing books successfully lmew
how to secure lecture appearances and arrange tours. By the spring of
1876, Mescham had vecovered health sufficiemtly for Bland to srrangs o
series of meetings in New Haven and Wartfowd, Commecticut; Spriagfield,

,*. .
” A.m.mmmsmmmsm

Tap, A, Bland, Miatory Militexy Lavanien
KH-IHII-‘ #1‘;."

p— 57, A. Blasd, Now Zo Gt Hell sad Now Zo Kosp Hell (Sosten,

767, A. Bland, In she Noxld Celestial (Chicago, 1892).
"51amd, Ricamexs of Exoszess. 7-15.



mm.umw;aw..mnu.”
The majority of the lectures were givem in churches, and for two years,
while on tour, he averaged five lectures & week. At imtervals he re-
turned to the Bland home for rest and medical trestmeat, but these
friends also traveled with him the greater part of the time, comtyibu~
cmmﬂgwmmdnummollum.w.
and pempalets.

Meachem's lectures were designed to inform the public on the
Indisn problem with a view to rousing the people to positive, faverable
action in behalf of the Indian, He used all the techniques of oral
pergussion and drams at his command, including a willingsass to distort
uné magnify events and people im order to gaim his end, There were
five basic lectures given in esch city, Only ene of these is presevved
in complete and published form, "The Tragedy of the Lava Beds," first
ﬂumumaumwmmzn#n.uwwu
Bland's Life of Alfred 3. Meachan iu 1883,  The lectures were adver-
tised widely in every medium st Memchsm's disposal such as the 1877
edition of the lecture on the Lava Beds and in sach issue, for the first
year, of the Council Fire. Lycewn, literary, and church societies were

7831and, Alfzed B. Mescham, 8-9.
"91hid., 9; Council Fire, 11 (Septesber, 1879), 137,

o 90xoacham, Zragady of the lave Bedss Bland, Alfzed 3. Meachas,



wum&mmdhmm.n The lecture titles
announced their comtent: 1) Religion of the Redman; 2) Rum Among Red

Men; 3) The Tragedy of the lava Beds; 4) The Royal Chief in Cheins; and
5) Duty of the Hstion to a Dying Race. The advertising imcluded the

subbeadings of csch lecturs, & procedure cemmon to the day.

At least four of the peries were delivered in Indismapolis in
September, 1877, while Meachsn wes touring the states of New York,
Penngylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Indisas, snd Illincis. The methods, news-
paper reports, and responses provide a saspling of the lecturss' effece
tiveness. First, oaly ravely did Meachanm deliver the whole series at
one locationm in a city., In Indisnspelis be spoke at the Central Chris~
u-o-a.u-un.:‘wsamrmmmm
and the Plymouth Chuxch. Second, at least one newspaper in sach city
gave extemsive reports of the sectings, including lecture content and
public response. The Indisuapelis Jowpal gave the most extemsive
m.mmmmmux.”mmw
mu.-m:u-u-ul-n-'-m.mm-m
heasive report. Third, reports on the mmber sttending lectures
indicated the lavel of inter The churches were described as

e i S e e, e
-l-tmolc.t‘-. Je-
iscontimued.
8210dtanspolis Journal, Septemter 3, 6, 10, 11, 1877; Indiam~
spolis Baily Seatimel, September 3, 6, 9, 11, 1877,

'Uw September 3 10, 11, 1877; Indisn~
apolis Daily Sestinel. Gy e

B4y ndtanapol is News, Septomber 3, 1877.
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wm.'w."-w.-“ Fourth, while no charge
was ever made, the pastors in each church received offerings for Mascham
-l_pl.lh“unqmuodmﬂthm.mnm
parts of the land,  Fifth, newspapers that gave detailed reports of
the lectures usually placed spproval om his efforts. The Indissspolis
Daily Sentinel exhorted the people to induce Meacham to give a few more
lectures on the mamser im which the Covernment was tresting the
lﬂl-."

Meacham's series of lecturaes began with the sccount of the
Modocs' attespted murder and the resolve to dedicate his life to tells
mn-ﬂa—'uhdﬁamdnm&ﬁluaﬂnn
view of the Indisn problem. The lectures hasmered on verious themes:
1) the military was to blame for the Modoc Way; 2) the demand for the
externination of the Indisns was vajust and wnchristian; 3) the asser-
tion that the Indism could mot be Christissized or civilized was false;
4) the Indisns were never the first to shed blood; 5) the peace policy
was wot & failuze; 6) justice and fair txestment must be substituted
for the policy of extermimation; 7) Indians could and must be civilised
and Christisnized; #) the military could mever be & humane civilising

B 1ndianapolis Journal, September 3, 6, 1877; Indismapolis
Bally Sentinel, September 11, 1877.

8610d s unapol Ls Septembar 11, 1877; Indienapolis Daily
“ Septesber 3, 6, 1877,

871ndianapolis Daily Sentinel, September 11, 1877.
S31ndisnapolis Journal, Septesber 3, 1877,



power; 9) Indisns must be given full citisenghip rights with equal
protection by the lew as well as responsibility to it; and 10) the
public must be influenced to sctiom im behalf of the Indian {f he wes
ever to receive justice.

Because of the comuviction that the public must erystallise its
thinking on the Indian probles, Bland snd Mescham sought to reach as
many people as possible through the lecture series. They kept a tabu
lar record of lectures snd from time to time smmounced the total., Al-
moot oix hundred had bosn given in twenty-tve states by Jamuary 1, 1878:
uw:—.m.-v:mwuu-m:mmu
preceding five yeavs. Alloving for some “inflation," an impressive
mmber of states and people were touched, It is impossible to messure
the depth of pesetyation into the minds of the hesrers, but the statis-
tic of probability slome would guarantes a fair percentage of positive
results. Meachan himself belioved his lectures had resulted in bemefit
blh“”

On the 1577 tour Mescham wrote two significast letters: to his
dsughter Nellie snd to Oliver Applegate, The letter to Nellie was pri-
sarily to {wpart fatherly advice and philosoply upon her gradustion
from college, but in one place be inferred regret because ho had mot
had the discipline of formal educatiom, and in amother he complained

II (June, 1879), 85-86 Abid., IX (Septemder,
e, 157l s 503, 72 '
m‘. n m. I."). u'n




n
becauge 1t was thought ha was good emly for talking. Tha reference

to his lack of education, added to his obvious respect for and attach~
ment to men of move disciplined intellects, like Oliver Applegate and
Thosas Bland, perhaps explaing to a degree Mescham's depemdence upom
the leadership of others. He never felt secure enough in himself to
take leadership alone.

The latzar to Oliver Applegate expressed a drightuess missing
in the ones writtem two years earlier, He reported fmprovemeat in
health, the pasaing of the danger of paralysis, and "sll ia all" he
beligved he had "mo right to complain.” He stated, however, that "the
uum.mu-.::uux.um-—w;uu
Esal troudle I have ever inowa."

Neither suffering mor a sense of failure im life restrained
Meachan fyom attempting ome more project in the effort to bring "jus-
tice" to the Indians. The new proposal was the creation of a monthly




from a single-minded purpose that increasingly charscterized his veform
efforts.

Moacham's writing cereer began in Boston, and probably was
ingpived by the reformers Wemndell Phillips amd D, L. Emersom and the
Lycoun prooter Jemes Redpath, He stayed in that city from the spring |
of 1874, when hs first lectured there, until late fall when he retummsd
uuv—a-an-ma-abm-n-mo—u.
another Bostom-originated idea. The first book published was Meacham's
Hagnum opup, entitled Wigwas and Maxpath or Ihe Eeval Chisf ia Chains.
The edition used in this work is the second syud revised. For a long
time the writer doubted that & fivst edition existed becsuse the Iibrary
of Congreas card catalog contained am entry emly for the second and
reviged edition and because & persomsl seaxch in the Library of Congress
failed to uncover the first edition, Two years later, two entries for
u—u?ummmunmmum
on Apexicens suggested the possibility a first edition existed. The
entries were identical with the excoption that ons did mot carzy the
plwase “Second snd Revised Editiomn.” It proved to be a first editionm

!l_g 11 (September, 1879), 137; Portland Mew Noxth
West, Fedrusry .Hn. y : s -

”hltmuhun“‘nh- (Boston, 1961 ),
IX, Meacham, A, B,
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mmma:uuwmmucmzmumlm
of {llustrations. The recounstructed story of the two editiomns re~
flects the trials of the writer and publisber.

Meschas wrote Oliver Applegata on October 8, 1874, that his
book wes “to go to the publishers mext nch.“” A July, 1873, letter
revealed Meacham's dissatisfaction with the printing and reported five
weeks of hard work correcting mumerous errors. He was unhappy that
nearly half the printing had been completed and the rest of the plates
cdst, but since two or three hundred dollare worth of paper had been
used, he belisved the only solution was & two-page errata insert, The
cause of the errors, he admitted, was his "besutiful ehnovmly."” A
close examination of the errata pages in the first editiom discloses
prioting errors om epproximately 100 pages, frequently several to &
page. Mescham assorted the errors were not di d earlier b

his absance had made it impogeible to revige the proofs before the

plates were cast. I-n-udnhumthh&-uuddum”
The errors consisted primarily in wrong spelling of proper names

and Indisn words. Occasionally the mistake so completely changed the

96Archibald Hana, Curator, Yale University Library, Western
Armericanas Collection to E. Sterl Phimmey, July 24, 1962, After Receiv-
ing proof that a first edition existed, the writer discovered two copies
in Oregom: at the Fortlamd City Library snd ot the Oregom Historical
Society, Fortland.

Yieschan to Oliver Applagate, October 8, 1874, Applegate Papers.
%%1p1d., July 16, 1875,
994, B. Meachas, Wigwes snd Marpeth (lst edition, Boston, 1875),
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thought that the sentence vas meaningless. A comparison of the two
edicions shows that the second was revised caly in the sense the inmce
curacies of the first were corrected and the errata pages removed.
About ome fourth the entries on the errats pages vere mot corrected.

Both editioms of Wigwam snd Warpath were published by Joha P.
Dale and Company of Boston Im 1875 on the press of Rockwell and Churchill

in the same city., They contained a prefsce by D, L. Emerson, an intro-
duction by Wendell Phillips, tweaty illustratioms, and seven hundred
peges of text, Emevsom revised the mamuscript snd prepared the table of
contents, stressing to the reader that mecessary editorial work was
small indeed, no move than thet mormally required of so-called "learmed
manuscripts.” Wemdell Phillips' introductiom first indicted the Ameri-
can treatment of the Indians, demended that they be given equality be-
fore the law as in Canada, and them proceeded to "commend this book to
the ublu."lw The book was credited with factual accuracy while

ining the i of a wovel, Advertisimg flyers published by

J. Jay Vatsom & Co,, General Agents for the book in Wew York and New
Jersey, quoted Phillips' commendation of u.lﬂ Apparently the book
was first offered by subscriptioa only at nuo:ozt 9,00 (regular bind~
ing) and $5.00 (morocco or full aheep bindiag).

By 1878 the prices had been lowered to $3,00 and $4,00,

100xeachan, Higwam snd Mexpath, 1.

10L,avertining flyer on Nigwem snd Warpath (Oregos Collectios,
University of Oregoa Library).

1% 1mig.
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According te the Pacific Christian Advecats, Meacham's daughter Nellie
sold subscriptions im Salem send Portlend in the fall of 1875, Her suc~
cess in Salem mumbered "scores and scores” and mwm that
"hundreds of subscribers” would sign up im Portland,

The exceedingly interesting questiom of the edition's sine
renains unanswered. It {s certain sales never resched a level suffie
cient to bring Meacham an independent imcoms, nor was & third editiom
printed, There are hints of sales resistamce to the purchase of the
large and expensive book, especially vhen offered at the locn-m.w‘
It is still available today as a collector's item.

The content of Higwes and Warpsth precents the intereating
problem of separating the imaginative from the historicel. There is
much of historical value in it: descriptions of events in which Meacham
and Indiens participated and official letters guoted im their entirety,
But the book also contains plamned drama to which Meacham candidly con~
fessed in simple words: "ase to the drema, it lives oply in my
m."m Meachan was disturbed decause Oliver Applegate did not
write am appraisal of the book nor acknowledge that he had received a
copy of lt.l“ Perhaps drama weighted on the side of the Indtan reform=
er did not appesl to the man who had stood with the Oregon position

% z::’mumm (Portland), IXI, (September 9,
1875), -

104p1gdle to Oliver Applegate, May 25, 1876, Applegate Papers.
1054eschan to Oliver Applegate, December 17, 1875, ibid.

1064,
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during the Modoc War; there Lls mo evidence that Applegate ever cosmuni-
cated with Mescham ou the subject of the book. TYeaxs loter Timothy
Davenport assusad that the majority of Ou:g;-uu snd Easterners intere
ested in Indiam veform had read the book. hu&.::::,bhuﬂ-
referved to Wiguem and Merpath as that "ridiculous book," but the
Racific Chrigtian Advocate in 1875 maintained it had received Flattex-
ing reviews from the most critical of places, lutol.m’

The next book-publishing venture took place in 1876 when
wmmmonmummtmm press in late
May. It carried 168 pagos, & preface written by Meschem himsell, a
table of contemts with titles and gubtitles and twenty-tvo chapters,
and fourteen illugtratioms. The pages are smeller than in Nigwam apd
Narpath, but because of the smaller type used sach page carries only
from thirty te fifty worde less than those of the larger book. It was
published in Bartford by the American Publishing Company.

Hi-ne-ma appereatly was designed to sell on the lecture tours,
Frank Riddle vul{nhbly correct in his observation that people wanted

a "little book." The price, $1.00 per copy, would make it more

107pavenport, "Recollections of sm Indian Ageat Wﬂ
the Oregon Higtorical Seciety (Salem), VIII (lm "1907), 244

108 scory Fs”nn:- (Published by A. G, Wall
Portland, Oregom, 1 y 207, v o

109pacific Christisn Advocate, XXI (Septewber 9, 1875), 284.
110344d1e to Oliver Applegate, May 25, 1876, Applegate Papers,
lum.
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attractive to the public when compared with the more expensive Wigwam
and Marpath.

The content of the book revesled a disciplined purpose, It
deliborately uade s heroine out of Framk Riddle's wife, Tobey, gave her
4 new name, Wi-pg-ma, and elevated her to a mythical chieftanship. Om
no page in Meschem's Wigwan and Marpath did he call Tobey Riddle, Wi~
ne~ma. The inspiration doubtless came from the response of the hearers
when Mescham told the story of Tobay Riddle's efforts to save his life
at the massacre on April 11, 1873, Another mew festure of Mi-ne-ma
was the {nclusion of the story of the Meachsm Locture Company. The
motive for this is mot crystal clear, but the mosSt apparent Tresson was
to instruct the reader on Meacham's efforts to bring justice to the
Indians after the April 11 tragedy of the Lava Beds, to place the blame
for the fallure of the Lecture Compeny on preceding "speculative" Ind-
lam troupes, and to dramatize the shortcomings of the Christism people
who did not support the program sufficiently. The compression and con~
sequent improvement of the story of the Modoc Indians and the Modoc war
should have contributed to lowered costs and salability. Although both
books were mesat to emtertain as well as to instruct and move the reader
towerd favorable legislative action for the Indians, Hi-pe-me vevealed
these qualities to a refined and more positive degree.

The third adveature in publication was also calculated to assist
mmmnfoﬂywt’:mm«wntupnz—uz
form Meacham's populsr lecturs, The Tragedy of the Lava Beds. 1

1igeschan, Lave Beds.
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was printed by the American Publishing Compamy im 1877. The book alse
contained Wendell Phillips' words of imtroduction for Meacham at the
Park Street Church, Boston, Meacham's portrait, and advertisements for
the books and lectures. No information has beem uncovered om the sise
of the edition and there is no evidence that more than one was published.
Aside from the periodical Cowmcil Fire, which will be trested inm
the following chapter, Meacham's next publication effort was the comtri-
bution of a thirteen-page chapter on the "North American IndisnsY to
Professor Ferdinand V, Hayden's collaborative work, The Great m.w
This publication contained a popular description of the West for the

bemefit of p

pective lers and settlers, Meacham’s chapter was
his most highly poligshed writing with respect to style and content, It
treated the origim snd religion of the Indisms, discussed the Indian
population of the past and present and proved that the race was increas~
ing instead of dying out, contemplated the introduction of Euvopean
laws, and debated the question of Indisn removal, cost of Indian wars,
the Indian’s love of mative land and his need for a permanent home, and
the problem of the uncivilized hﬂn.lu In this end in every Meacham
publication Indian reform vas consistently promoted. It was the cemtral
theme of all his worde, written snd spoken, The most effective words
written in dehalf of Indian reform by Meacham were printed im Council

Fire, sn analysis of which is made in the next chapter,

1134, B. Meschasm, "North American Indisns," Ferdinand Hayden,
Ihe Great Wept (Bloomington, Illimois, 1880), 431-44,

o,



CHAPTER VIII

Infiuencipg Peopls

The influence of Meacham's lectures and books on the hearing
and reading public was considerable, but not adequate to tha urgency
of the task, In respouse to the lecturss, suggestions of friends, and
the advice of the experienced Bland, Meacham decided to begim the publi-
mmu.mynuwmum/ﬁ-nm. The new propa=
ganda medium reflected Meachsn's and Bland's awareness of the power of
the press. my-muu--.mvmmwm':
Libexator to "sgitate, agitste” uatil justice came to the Indisn./ The
Council Fixe succeaded in agitating tha troubled waters of Indien reform
and served as & rallying center for men of like minds.

The Council Fire was conceived sarly inm 1877, and by September
planning was in sn sdvanced stage. In that month Meachsm asked Oliver
Applegate to contribute am article to the first mumber, and named
Wendell Phillips, Peter Cooper, Colonel Tappan, Professor Julius H.
W.‘M.MM.Z He described the proposed period-
ical as "gns moxe effort" om his part to help the Indians, and exprassed

lcouneil Fize, IV QMareh, 1881), 40, J

Zgoachan to Oliver Applegate, September 10, 1877, Applegate



his and friends’ _!muﬁlmhﬂt., The first oumber was
pmnn-:-hrn.un.untwu.mmum—m
January, 1878. An exsminstion of the mumber reveals that not eme of
the contributors named by Meachsm wrote am article for it. Rather it
was £illed with official reports on Indisn matters from churches, ex-
cerpts from speeches and magasines, writings from Meacham's own pem, &
Congressional bill for granting citisenship to Imdians, an officisl
directory of tha Indian gervice, and & page of advertisements for
iunh-'ahnl.-llhsm.’ The periodical was printed in double
column on pages eight and one half by eleven inches im size and six-
teen in mumber,

Because of the desire to influence Comgress and the Indlan
Department more effectively, the editorial office of Council Fire was
transforred from Philadelphia to Washington, beginning with the April,
1878, issue. The decision was not unilateral om Meacham's part, but
had the spproval and possibly the recommendatiom of the Blands who alse
moved to Washington, and Meacham contimued to make their home his head-
anm.‘ The subscribers were advised of the cheange im publishing
headquarters with the explanation that men from every part of the coun-
try-~Indisns, Indizn agents, superintendents, supervisors, and commis-
sioners~-visited Vashington and the Council Figs could therefors

31pid.

“Sland, Alfxed B. Meschss, 9.
’ﬁ-ﬂm I (Januery, 1878).
©Bland, Alfyed 8. Meachem, 9, 10.
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7
sccomplish its goals better im that city. Meacham, Blend, and Council

Fizxe constituents coasequently became sn unofficial lobby for Indiam
reforn.

The aims of the periodical were carsfully delinsated, It
would be framkly "missiomary"™ im character with an appeal to the
"twmanity” and “honor” of the white race for “justice" and "life" to
&-Um.‘ Meachan vas confident the white man would do what was
right wvhen he became “comvinced of the right." He was just as certain
the Indisn would maks peace when sssured of just treatment. Hoe denied
baving "sickly sentimentality" about the "neble rad sun," because he vas
fully awere of the Indians' bitter and revengeful mature and his warlike
propensity, He knew, however, the Indisn would respond to kind treat-
nent: he was capable of friendship, of faithfulness to agreements, and
umuqnn.-.’o-mm-uu-mmmmot
securing recognitiom and respect for the Indisn as & man with rights
equal to the white man's, ml-lmhucuutp.“

With respect to editorial policy, Meachanm opened Councll Fixs's
pages to free and open debate on & high plane, forbidding “ruds or
ungentlemanly spoech.” We would not allow the periodical "to become a
battlefiald for maliznaut pens,” becsuse it vas designed as an “advoecate
of a despised race” mnd mot religious, political or fratermal

Tcouncil Fixe, I (April, 1878), 56,
®1bid., 1 (snuary, 1678), 9.
144, 1.

lm.
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partisanship. He imvited Indiansg and Indian sgemts to air their
views and reminded sgents of their respomsidility to inform Congressmen
ormmummm--mwgmmmmmu
the Indian Departmeat to military cemtrol. A recapitualtion of the
Council Fire objectives appeared in October of the first year of
publicat fom:

« + « to agitate the Indism question, to correct public seatiment

where it is wrong, and create imterest where it i{s wanting,

facts, arguments, aud appeals; to give the Indian what he has not

yot had - a fair heaving. « « «

The Eize is the advocate of the Indian. It is telling
his side of story of this cenflict of races-~telling it truthe
fully, with .lmu-ﬂm.-uihxqbcnu.“-uhth
siagle purpose of promoting justice, frateraity, pesce.

A study of Mescham's philosophy of Indisn reform im the Coumcil

Fixe reveals no msjor change im basic assumptioms from the time he first
became Superintendeat of Indiam Affairs im Oregom until he died, Re-
finements, modifications, and shifts im ecphases occurred, however, and
80 d1id digillusionment with humen nature. A look at his esphases pro~
vides a semse of direction his referm program tock., First, he plead for
the installation of the ideal Indian agent om every agency. This man
would have integrity, common sense, business sbility, 2 magnetic per-
somality, a high semse of duty, the courage to protect the Indian from
his white foe, and a cenduct above politics, Amy agemt, Meacham be~

lieved, whether nominated by church, ermy, or semators would fall unless

Uxpyg.
1ghid., 4-5.
131p4d., T (Cctober, 1878), 152.
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he vas properly ﬂuﬂo‘.“ Meacham asked more from sgent candidates
than one man could normally offer,

Second, he believed the Indian was confronted with two alterna«
tivas: the way of civilization or the way of exterminmation. To aveid
mwhmma.nm.u The struggle between the two
races he called "an irvepreseible conflict," a frankly borrowed phrase
from Willism H, Seward's October, 1858, speech on the issue of slavery
and mu-.“

Third, the ity of pting efvilisation ; the enly

altermative to extermination wes & “decree of destiny.” Meacham rec-
ognined the change would not be easy, nor would it necessarily make the
Indian happier. Personally he would have been willing to‘:uuth
Indian to live as he pleased, but destiny left no choice.

Pourth, ha was convinced the Indisn must have land in severalty
and the protection of, as well as vesponsibility to, the law. Long be-
fore Meachem founded Council Firg he strove for these goals while
Superintendent of Indian Affeirs in Oregon. Inm 18791880 the emphasis
was venawed, not only by Meachss, but by many reformers. The end {n
view for ecach Indian family was 160 seres of land with an inalienable

143p¢d4., T Otaxch, 1878), 40,

151b4d., 1 (Januery, 1878), 0.

161p14., 11 (December, 1879), 177; IXI (Jeauary, 1380), 1.
17zpad,, TIT (June, 1820), €1,

Y8In4d., TIT (August, 1880), 115
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12
title and nonsegregated courts of justice. This platform was funda-

mental to Meschsm's program for the civilizatiom and the Christianisa-
tion of the Indisng.

Fifth, he called for the recognition of the Indian's manhwod.
"Preat him as & man" were his oft-rep d d This 4 ded a

basic change in attitudes to be followed by specific applications, BSe-
cause the pbrase had more emotional than intellectual content, Meacham
attempted an explanation. Manhood, he said, imcluded a man's moral,
physical, and intellectual ability, his reputation, snd his character.
It did not mean simply fime houses snd bank accowmts, or fime physical
development, It did met belong to the rich exclusively, It could be
“found in a cabin, or wnder & lodge-pole.” Manhood never despised "the
poor or lowly." It was “divinity developed in human ton."zn The fore
mel definition raised more questions than it answered and could met
conpare with his implied definition which simply stated wast

the Indian as @ responsible white adult.

Sixth, Meacham promoted specific reforms, To cure the ills of
Indian admninistration he recommended the establishment of a Department
of Civilization headed by & member of the President's cabinet and free
from partisan comtrol and influeace. The suggested qualificaiions for
the departmental head had move of Meacham's ideal than the practical
man: the person was te be a great cultured bumanitarisn 'whe darved to

192p4d., 111 (Janvary, 1880), 3, 8.
20154d., T (April, 1878), 52,
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21
do right for the sake of the right.”  Other spocifics were: 1) give

Indian superintesdents pay equal to a congressman's, but hold them
strictly accountsble for clearly defimed duties end powers; 2) select
Ind{an sgents who are "liberal and charitable by nature, form and brain,"
and vevard them with an eight-year commigsion, three to five thousand
dollars in salary, & home equal to army officers’, and tenure in office
dependent on "efficiency snd succeas”; J) forbid agents the right of
trade vith Indiang or receipt of gifts from them or from any with whom
agency business is comducted; 4) remove agents only by court action, and
ummmmmucmm:uammtm
posts and military methods from Indian administration.

These recommendations reflect the same Meacham tendencies ob-
served earlier: the imclimation to think in broad gemersl terms with a
peculisr lack of ability te carry through the detail essential to
success.

Meachsm may not have been able to secure legislative support
l-quuuuhum.hch"lratwmm.
the wider digcussion of the Indian question. This was prerequisite
to sny legislative action. Meacham thought he sav an ever extending
m.t_ﬂlmuhdo!mmo!ﬁlmtmr
magasine exchsnges had copled "extenmsively” from his periodical. A

g, , TI1 Olay, 1880), 66,
“ny.

3544, IT Otay, 1879), 65.
2rpig., 11 Quay, 1879), 73.



Portland, Maine, editor, who read two issues of Council Fire, was
mntmhlht in extermination of the Indisn to eivilisation
for him.  Heacham encouraged the trend by informing his readers that
he was "peither & wonomsnisc, nor a famatic, mor a Femimere Cooper
theorist." He mew "from persomal observatiom that the Indism was
just like other mem, mo better, mo worse." "The Indisn,” he said, "has
besn pleading for a recognitionm of his manhood; pleading for liberty;
with mo voice in Congress, no press of his own, no history save that
carved by his tomahawk upon the skulls of his victims, mo higher law
than that given him by his fathers, of an eys for an eye and a tooth
m.m;mmmumu::ummuw-m
upon the waiting bayonets of his enemiea.”

Mescham was not content with a hearimg through the printed page
only, but contisued to spesk and make his persomal power felt through
the lecture, Im March, 1878, just before transferring editorial head-
quarters to Mashingtom, he gave four lectures im that city. The first
two were delivered in the Comgregstional and Calvary Baptist churches;
the third and fourth were held, by invitatiom of semators, representa-
tives, army officers, Board of Indismn Commissioners, and Indisns from
#ix different tribes, at the Odd Fellows ﬁll.u

Bland snd Mescham were comvinced that the capital wes the right

51pid., I1 (May, 1879), 73.

"M-. I (August, 1878), 127.
27gbid., TIT (Jemuary, 1880), 1.
281p1d., T (April, 1878), 54-55.



location for emerting personal influence om key people. In Washingtonm
Bland organized social gatherings each Friday night in his heme at 514
Thirteenth Street, N.W., where large numbers of people interssted in
the subject under discussion gathered: educated Indians, ministers,
mmmm.m.dm“ Later a larger and
somewhat more formal meeting was held monthly at Council Fire's new lo-
mz—.mnmmsu-;;, H.W., where Meacham formslly addressed
invited guests and frieads.  Each address was printed in the next
issue.

Personsl contact by lecture was mot confined to Weshingtom.
Heacham spoke to a large meeting of Methodist ministers im Philadelphia,
which resulted in a formal resolution by the assembled body expressing
satisfaction with the present peace policy and opposition to transfer
azmwwummtm.u

Beyond the plamned, formal, and personal contacts with Washing-
ton persomnel, the Council Firg office kept open house to all casual
visitors: subseribers and readers of the periodical. Inm 1880 it began
reporting some of their nemes. A sample listing included George W.
Manypenny, the Ute agent from Uintah, Utah, the agents of the Kaw Indi-
ans, agents from the Pueblo and Cimarron agency, a teacher in Indimn
schools at Carlisle Barracks, mlm-’z The growing number of

291p1d., 1 (Jamuary, 1879), 13.
301p¢d., IIT (April, 1880), 49.
3ypid., 1 (eay, 1878), 78.
32zp44., XIT (April, 1880), 56-57.



visitora reported revealed am i in in and influence in

Indisn reform.

The Coupeil Firg circulatiom figure aide in measuring the
periodical's influemce., Unfortunately, an accurate count is not avail-
able, but intermal evidemce is revelatory. Begimming with June, 1878,
the Council Fire was placed on the desk of each senator snd represent~
mn.uot-ﬂ&mnurucummmm.” In
November of the same year Meacham reported printing four or five times
more copies of the periodical than there were subscribexs. Concerned
with moving extrs copies into subscribers' hande, several hundred com-
phm.ut.u”-il"’mdhn‘ﬁnnh.“ Enemics accused
Indian Councils of subsidising Council Fixe, snd to counteract this
charge, Meacham frequently told his readers that not one dollar had
euhn&nm-qcbmutbmm.” Be
reminded the Indisns that the Council Firs was mot & psying busiuness
and sppealed divectly for their support through numerous subscriptiomns.
White men said, vhen approached for comtributioms, that simce Coumcil
Yixs was the Indisns' paper they should pay for it. Meacham veported
mmu—'.mumuu-mmmﬁmxg;m
then that the paper was their voice and worthy of their support.

Braid., I (Jume, 1878), 88,
3Ibid., T (November, 1878), 165,
351pid., T (Decender, 1878), 184,
Yrpig.

”Mo. 1T Janvary, 1879), 9.
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A yeer snd & half after the Council Fire's beginming, Meachan
declared that subscriptions and domations had paid the cost of print-
m.htnm&t&odtm-lmmnlm.” The
appeal to the Indians produced encouraging results, however, for s
hundred Arapshoe Indians sent $100 for a hundred subseriptions in ome
m.ﬂmhuxw.” But a stesdy growth in the 1879
subscription list did not veach a volume sufficient to meet all bills.
Although an October, 1880, sumstion indicated that Council Fire was
going to every state and territery as well as to Camada, the November
survey revealed a total sccumlative deficit of $1,000, paid mostly by
Meacham and Bland out of other earmings. The 1880 deficit was less than
the loss of the preceding two years, rveflecting the 1879 imcrease in
subscriptions, and no deficit was asticipated for 1881 if all should
renew thelr subscriptions. 'We send gratis each mounth woxe tham twice
u—qum’.u!u."uum,.uu-qlﬂu:’oouz—en
the periodical's purpose as well ss finamcial comnditiom, One year
later Meachan expressed disappointment with the level of Indian support.
Only four hundred had consistently subscribed, an inadequate number froa
people who were most bemefitted by Cowuncil Fire's publicatiem. ‘{h addi-
tion, there were two hundred paid gift gubscriptioms to whites. On

382pid,, 11 (June, 1879), 88.

31bid., IT Ofaveh, 1879), 40; III (June, 1880), 91.
401pid., 11 (Wovember, 1879), 168: III (October, 1880), 155.
Algbid,, XTI (Februaxy, 1879), 29; II (Movember, 1879), 168.
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the basis of these figures Council Fize's paid subscription list resched
& maximum of eight hundred to & thousand in 188l. Add to this the gratis
coples sent each mouth to congressmen, other public men, Indian agents,
ond missionaxies, snd the maximum circulatiom approximated two thousand
per month. This estimste corresponds with the culy Council Pizs entry
in the Americep Mewspaper Directory which classified the periodical in
the "mot over 1000" eirculation bracket, sssuming the f{igure covared
ﬂmm.“
' Meschsa's confideace in econcmic gusrentees from friends weak-
ened as early as May, 1678. Promises of financial support for Coupeil
Eixg had not materialised. He said, "Indian-like, we listened to these
promises, and Indisn-like, have expected that thoss who promised so much
would do something to assist in the work. ‘mmm:’ In
spita of tha lack of support from frisnds of the Indians, Meacham assert-
od that Bland's financial and jourmalistic comtributions had made pos-
auhmmmummumm-mﬁmu.‘u
unaided from outside sources save for ome §25 contributica.

Ia order to sam additional memey, Mescham begsn charging &
modest fee for representing individusls who had business with the Gov-
ernmant. This work included collection of money om vouchers that had

“%smerican Newspaper Directory (New York, 1884), 48.
“3couneil Pize, I Otay, 1878), 72.
Szbig.



h—uz-dmn-uw.“p-cmnnnut
uhth.:o.“-imn-mumnm"
job at an Indisn agency.

By July, 1830, Meachan's disillusionment with people was nearly
complete, He had believed, he said, that vhite people necded only to
be informed of the real cendition snd ueed of the Indian sud justice to
him would result. Inatead, he bad discovered thet white Americams
would not "bear plain, unvarnished truth,” but wanted it “doctored
abd watered.” He was "sshamed of a civilisation" that would sot "“tol-

te 44£f e of opinion without impugning the motives of those

whoe differ."” The white man was wore concerned for "his party, his
m,mmm.u-b:...m““ Legislators, press,
pulpit, church, and the masses would not gpeak for the Indian, be said,
and . . . to pofnt to our Govermsent as & Christian govermmeat is &
m-””

Meachem had been warned st the begimming of his editorial career
that few specialists succeeded in pericdical publication. In late 1881

&3oachan to Commissioner of Indiss Affairs, February 2, 1881,
Office of Indian Affsirs, Letters Received, File 2031.

“]u. (re Jobn 2. Smith, diecherged Indisa agent), File 2032,

47, 3. Arbuckle to Mascham, December 26, 1880, Jasuaxy 26,
1881, {bid., Pile 2033,

S%coumell Fize, 111 (July, 1880), 97.
Srnie.
pnig.



he came to the conclusiom that to survive sconomically a greater
eirculation of Council Fire was sssential and that to attract more
subscribers the paper must include more than the fssve of Indian reform,
Consequantly the January, 1882, number took on a new cause and expanded |
name ;:-mﬂm;ﬂ--—h_ﬂmum- |
Srator.  Bland, a member of the Maticual Avbitration League, was
certainly behind the decision, Since ouly two lssues were publisbad be-
fore Meacham's death, no significant accomplishment can be credited
to his editorship of the expanded pericdical. Oune subseriber fvom West
Newton, Indisna, protested the chamge because Coumcil Fixe bad done
wors for the Indians in four years than all other newspapers had i(n
one hundred. Meacham's candid snswer was that economic reasons had
forced the new program, supplemented by his belief in the cause of
arbitration and his duty to it. The mow doparture, he saild, sccorded
with the spirit of mm.u

After Janvary, 1882, Couneil Fixe becass & wediua to agitate |
public optnion for abolishing war and settling all disputes by arbitras }[\-
tiom. !t-..lth.ls’_oiti-h!.v.ud.P‘.Hl-."t&.lt‘l.u.i
and customs of war,”  After Meschas's desth, Bland molded the publice-
tion to his will and his goals, but alvays retained Indisn veform as @
major item,

Slinig., W (u-.q 1881), 24; IV (December, 1881), 184;
mnnuum (Jancary, 1882), 1.

S2couneil Five and Arbitrator, V (Janvary, 1882), 92,
”nﬂ»- v (January, 1882), 9.
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Perhape disenchantment with the common wan in contrast to his
sbetract men made Meachan more than willing te turn editorial respon-
sibilities over to Bland while he again took formel service with the
Indian Department, Before examining this phase of his life, however,
it is ial to 1§ f{gate his velation to and (nfluence om other

reformers.

The rapid settlement of the West after the discovery of Cali~
fornia gold im 1848 begen the inexorable destruction of the Indisn's
somadic way of 1ife and the diminution of his food supply. Comflict
under these conditions was inevitable and the Indians fought back 1ike
vhite men do when confronted with similar ci{rcumstances. Because of
the frequency and intemsity of the battles, national attemtion was ine
creapingly dirvected toward the Indian problem, Although no person is
singly crediced with swakening the American comscience ou the subject,
individual voices began making themselves heard by emphasizing the
vhite man's crimes against the Indisns, o story "Indian haters" did not
care to hesr or tolarate, In the East and Midwest a rising tide of
sympathy and comcern for the welfare of the Indian began to manifest
itself smoug the hwmanitarisns in the 1860's. In the Vest there were
sympathizers with the Indisn's point of view as far back as the 1850's,
but only Johm Beeson dared raise his voice loudly enough to be heard,
and he was banished from his new home in Rogue River Valley, Oregom, in



1856 because of se.n Beason observed upon arrival in New York City
that humanitarianm sctivity im that ecity vas oot directed toward the
I-lu-.” fe attempted to remove the lack by publishing A Fleg For
m;-uusr.“ Whether or not Meacham read this work ls net knowm,
but points of view are sufficiently similar to verrant the assumption
that he did.

Even though the last ante bellum decade was an early period for
promulgating specific Indian reforms, Becson did mot hesitate to pro=
claim his program. FPlace the Indian on good land, he said, and teach
him the art of farming. Select only qualified, married, amd sywpathatic
agents. Give Indians the maximm freedom possible, discourage use of
tobacco, alecohol, and drug medicine, and keep all mysticism out of
Christian tmhtu.” At that early date his reform program was too
advanced to influence the nation's legislators, but Beeson did not
ceass trying.

There is evidence of imdirect if mot direct contact between
Becson and Meacham. The Ladies Mational League for the Protectiom of
the Indians Imvited Mre., Bland and Beeson to participete in a July,
1878, conference where they shared the speaker's pmm-.” A

S430hm Beeson, A Ples For "With Facts and Features of
the Late War im Oregen" (New York, 1837), 21, 105, 105,

$1b1d., 100,

Sorpid.

571pid., 125-28,
S8counci) Fixe, I (August, 1878), 127,
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correspondent reported that Beeson had comtinuously engaged in present-
ing Indiana' claims since April of that year.

Another early voice for reform was lifted when Henry Benjamin
Whipple of the Protestant Episcopal Church vas elected Bishop of Mimne-
sota in 1859, He visited Indian agencles and camps and established a
migsion smong the Sioux Indians in 1860, What he ssv convinced him of
the Government's injustice to the Indiana, and he began a correspondence
on the subject that reached local agents, senators, congressmen, heads
of buresus, and the President. During the Civil War, Whipple visited
Waghington three times a year to plead for the Indians, but returned
with little or nothing accomplished, He comtrasted the American system
of Indisn mansgement with the Camadian. Our northern meighbors, he
said, localiged the Indisn tribes, guaranteed their rights of person
and property, placed them under lsw, promoted schools and missions, and
sppointed agents for 1ife. The American system, he asserted, was
"based on falsehood." The unation treated with the Indisn tribe as with
another foreign power, yet no diplomatic relstions were established mor
provision made to compel obedience by either party to signed treaties.
Treaties mnd their provisions for land sales weakenad or destroyed the
rude, patriarchal government of chiefs and left tribesmen outside of
the law, and at the same time reduced them to poverty. Land gales
forced Indians to civilise or perish. A ruimous system of trade, the
traffic ia liquor, and political appointments to the office of agent



59
combined to complete their destructiom.

After the Sioux massacre of white mem in August, 1862, Whipple
plead for ressom amomg fellow Mimmesotans, explaining that the Indians
had been goaded to revelt by the fraud and deceit of white men. The
Bishop experienced the wrath of frontiersmen over his defense of the
Indisms, but he stood his ground. Whipple said, "The world and the
church have forced me to be the friemd of this poor race, which has
cost me more amxiety and has brought me more trisls than all my other
work. ht!“ﬂtmlt.“‘. Alienated friends snd questioned
motives were difficult realities In reform effort. Whipple, 2 well as
Meacham, knew the mesning of public rejectiom, sctive oppositiom, and
viruleat hatred.

Egstern bumanitsrisns suddenly turned to Whipple with moral and
financial support at the close of the Civil War, and from then on Indian
reform was added to their objectives. The Bishop in 1867 advanced four
basic reformst 1) the perfectiom of the reservation system, 2) the
granting of land in severalty with inslienable title; 3) the creationm
of an sdequate school aystem; and, 4) the establishment of a system of
imspection for Indian wm.m.ulqlqm.“

What influence did Whipple have on Meacham? The writer believes

5%Grsce Loo Nute, "Henry Benjamin Whipple,” Allen Johnson, Dumas

Malone, and Barris B. Starr (eds.
(hew York, 1928-1950). XX, sl “"E"‘,..n lrp}h-
Shadows of g Long Epigscopate (Lomdom, 1899), 99, 261, 523-25, 124-26.

S0whipple, Lights snd Shadows of a Lens Episcopate. 289,
6lypid., 68-69,



Whipple's publicaticns were read by Meacham, perticularly the 1868
report '"Om the Moral and Temporal Conditiom of the Indian Tribes on
Our Western Border," This report, preseated first to the Board of
Migsions, was then read publicly at the Cooper Imstitute In New York
City. It vas widely publicised and influenced the organization of the
ll‘ll-“-hn.ﬂ-luu-“

After Meachas became a lecturer and writer, he definitely be~
came acquainted with Whipple, for im the very first issue of Council
Iixe he priated by permission the Bishop's speech given (n New York
City im November, 1877. Meachanm commended Whippls in the highest termst
“No man in the United States comes to the witmess stand wvith better
qualifications to testify understandingly. His independence in politi-
ulm.mn’p-uu-u«hﬂnmw.-dhunhul-“
edged character for camdor, places his testimony beyond impeachment."
Whipple read Meacham's writings sufficiently to quote them im his suto-
bw.“t-mvu!qmm"ntdthmtmol:hm
wen, Whipple was perhaps the most powerful, the most effective, and
the most origimal of the promoters of Indian veform in the 1860's and
1870"s, a force in the crestion of the climate of opinion im which
Neacham moved and worked.

Lisutenant Colomel Elwell S, Otis, although mot & reformer in
the Meaachan and Whipple pattern, publighed in 1878 an incisive and

62114, , 261,
63counei] Fixe, T (Jenuary, 1878), 2.
Sévhipple, Lights snd Shadows of 8 kems Spiscopace, 251.
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&5
-munm-:::u‘mmm A greduste of the

Harvard Law School, he applied his legal faculties to research and
anslysis of the Indisn question and delivered a powerful argument
mmesouu-mmumu—ruamcmuux
control. In affect he agreed with reformers that the Indisn should
bave the same relation to law as the vhite man., He disagreed with the
conclusions that Indians were mever the first to break faith with the
white man end that the whites always crested the comflicts through
mudmdwm.“ He believed that "persuvasiom and
intercession accompanied by justice and imtagrity" could not be totally
substituted for the use of uw..“ Otis poimted out that sll presiden~
tisl adeinistrations svoved a three-point policy of removal of Indians
from land for white occupancy, of restraining Indisng from sttacks om
vhites, and of preparing them for citisenship. The emphasis, be said,
on one policy over the other varied from period to period, snd during
mmu—g’-mu—-mmumumwx—.n
It is difficult to believe that Meacham did mot read this book, but it

probably was too raticmal in its spprosch to the problem to suit the

65g1vell 8, Otis, The Indisn Cuestion (New York, 18768).

6691 iver L. Spsulding, Jr., "Elwell Stephen Otis,” Johnsom,
Malone, and Starr (eds.), Rictiomary of imericem Biography, XIV, %.

ocis, Indian Susation. 136, 157, 180-81.
oy L84~85,

g,
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ooeda of the reformer who felt obliged to keep a high emotional comtent
in his pronouncements.

Another Meacham contemporary whose pen brought the Indiam ques~
tion into sharp focus was Richard Irving Dodge., Ha, like Otis, was a
soldier and writer vho gained knowledge of the Indisns through nwmerous
-'-w-nlt-tlh-n Mis first work, The Flaing of the Gxeak Hess.
was published in 1877, It was followed hl.u;’ly @ more comprehensive
work on the subject entitled OQux Wild Indisns.

As the second book was published after Mescham's death, it
could have ne influence on him, but {t reflected a point of view that
was current while Meacham lived. Geneval Williem T. Sherman, in his
introduction to Qur Wild Indisae, dissgreed with the view of Dodge aud
many others that the Government had been deliberstely unjust and had
exploited the Indians. He asperted that no eystematic desire to do
“wmh-m.”

It 18 true Dodge emphasised deliberate unjustness snd exploita-
tion on the part of the Govermment, but he did not view the Indian as &
"noble ved man," l-q;:duﬁmulht‘u“th",m-‘
passion of the Indian," but he also looked upon him as highly

7L gichard Lrving Dodge,” Iha Mational Emcvelovedis of Amexican
Biogxaphy (New York, 1892-1960), XX, S12.

"2Dodge, Qur Hild Indians.
”]m. » xxxvi-sxxvii,

M1pid. , 44,
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intelligent, with capacity for educatien. He was aware of the

negative qualities of the Indiam--vainness, deceitfulness, ungrateful=
ness, trescherousness, utter selfishness, lecherousness, filthiness im
ideas and speech, and inconcelvable um-.;: @ conclusion to which
Francis Parloan had come many years earlier. But Dodge also believed
in the Indians' capscity for civilization, im the necessity of granting
full citigenship, in distributing land in severaity, im turning Indians
over to the control of the War Department, im sbolishing the Indisn
Bureau, in abrogating all existing tresties and terminating the treaty
system, and in giving Indians equal status with vhite men bafore the
l-.n Dodge oppoaed the agent system as & whole and Christisn chusch
selection of agents in mledlt.n He i{llustrated the fact that many
nonreformers had some idess that coincided with those of reformers, and
it vas this agresment vhich evemtually made it possible to ensct reform
legielation,

Meocham became imtimately acquainted with Geoxrge W. Manypenuy,
formex Commissioner of Indian Affairs and later Chairman of the Ute
Indian Comnission, when Manypenny visited the Coupcil Fipg office in
the spring of 1880. He had been a subscrider to the megasine from the

begimning, and must have felt d of a wel at Meachan's office
1., 50,
7‘1]&. 56; Mason Wade (ed.) Journals of Francis Packman
(Mew York, 1 1‘. LL, 451, 477, - &

TTpedge, Qux Wild Indians, 89, 9, 646=47.
781bid. , 9394,
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and of a favorable review of his book, Our Indisn Hapds. The work
revealed that the two men had identical reform goals and sbared a common
u-mw.maumotmﬁ:u*maumnm"u
describe the white-Indian antagonisn. The fact that Manypenny gquoted
mw%mnmnm‘.umuuwmmu—
resd writers on the Indian question,

uuupuu-mwﬁm.:zmmxmu-
cane Seeretary of the Interior on March 4, 1877,  Haxper's Neskly
belleved by 1880 that the discussion was more general and mors intelli-
gent than ever before and was confident it would bring good results
under Schurs's "able and incorruptible” mtp.u Two years earlier
the periodical had expressed confidence in Schurs's formal training and
in his capacity to expose the "Indism Ring" because he would not be
stopped either by thievimg rascals or by honorable, best-intentioned
-ﬁunn-uqbuudu:hhcu.“

Mescham had earlier observed the umusual breadth and depth in
the discussion of the Indian question, and belleved the Cowncil Fixe
had played a part ia L{t. This wes possibly true, but it could not have

George W. Manypenay Hazds (Cimcinmati, 1880), 15
canail Tine, Tt Dk 10 TS W U s, o AN 28
yauypenny, yus Indien Yaxds, 146.

Blogwald Garrisom Villard, "Carl Schurs,” Johnson, Malome, and
Starr (eds.), Dictionary of American Bloszaphy, XVI, 469.

8lpgrperts Heskly (New York), XXIV (Jssmsry 10, 1880), 18.
831b1d., XXIT (Pebruary 2, 1878), 86.




bappened if other reformers snd writers om the subject had not partici-
pated in the comversations, and particularly if there had been no
reformer of Schurz's capsbility in the Interior Office. Meacham, theve-
fore, was ouly ene of msny voices in Indisn reform, but his was loud and
clear. That his comtridbutions to the movement wers large there cam be
8o doubt; that they can be accurately measured is impossible. Meacham
must be vieved as one of meny, all contributing to the same goal: rve-
form in Indian relstions. This ressoning is illustrated by the debate
over the lssue of tramsferring the Office of Indiam Affairs to the
milicary.

The "army transfer" issue was old. The Secretary of War person-
ally directed Indisn affeirs from 1789 to 1832, and from that date umtil
1849 he supervised them through the newly crested Office of Commissiomer
of Indisn Affairs, The Department of the Interior was orgsnized im 1849
and the Office of Indian Affairs was tranaferred to its jurisdictiom.
After that year there were recurring efforts te return the Indiam office
to the Department of lar. The movement succeeded in 1869 to the extenmt
that army perscmnsel wes assigned to fill Indian superintemdencies and
agencies, but the Office of Indism Affairs was retained in the Depart-
ment of the Interior. With this msnsuver Mescham lost the Superintend-
ency of Indisn Affairs in Oregon, regained it six weeks later, but had
to contend with army officer agents im all but two of the sgemciss. Im
1870 church-nominated agents replaced the army officers, the signal for
new efforts to transfer Indian Affairs to the War Department. The
struggle over the lssue was moving toward a climax when Mescham began
the publication of Council Fire inm 1878, He joined forees with Che



antitcsnsfer propagandiste.

When Secretary Schurs took office he imvited the views of
experienced persons in Indian affairs on the best methods for managing
Indians. Replies recommending army contrel ceme from many people in~
eluding the United States marshall of Helens, Montans Territory, James

Davis of the Federal Insucance Office in Alleghemy City, Penmsylvanis,
and T. T, Cabaniss, M D., of Burela, C-H.m“ Each gentleman de-
tailed in full how be believed Indiens should be comtrolled, and al-
though all agreed that Indisn Affaivs should be under military supex=
vision, they alse comcurred with granting land in severalty, placing
the Indisn under common law, snd keeping all promises made to him,
Opponents of military supervision sanifested their disapproval
in many ways. Thomas K, Cree, former member of the Board of Indiam
Commissioners, vigorously opposed the proposition and pointed to the
negative conclusiom of arwy gomerals om the subject in the Annusl
Bapert of the Commissionsx of Indign Affalrs, AS6S ss proof that the
military itself mow better. A friend of Geoxge W. Mauypenny from
Columbus, Ohio, recommended the Commissiomer's mew, but as yet un~
published, book as proof against establishing military control of the
Office of Indiam Affairs. The president of the Universal Peace Unienm
accuged the arwmy of provoking Indian hostilities inm order to effect the

S4yilitan ¥, Weeler to Rutherford B, Hayes, June 20, 1871,
mm;:—mum.mu.mnm.;m .
Cabaniss to Schurz, December 10, 1878, {bid.
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transfor of Indian affairs to its ml.“ Reading Schurs's papers

from late 1878 forward, the investigator senses the intensity of the

struggle over the “arwy-transfexr" {ssue. Schurs fought to defond the
Office of Indimn Affairs and reminded correspondents that the Departe
ment of War was just as subject to corruptive influences as any other
departnent of the Govermment. Changing Indisn affaivs to nilitary com-
trol would not solve the problems.

Meacham warned the churches in Jamsary, 1878, of their need to
do more effoctive work im civilizing and Christimmising the Indians, or
:hmumm—uhuu:unnuam-
for of the Offica of Indian Affairs to the military. e declared the
arwy to be vhat Americans had made it, but it was not made to be a
eivilizer of hli-n." By May, 1878, Meachan's arguments were increas-

ingly aggressive.

l--n-uu-a-uummutmmum-qj

ummw{n knows better, Those who

clamor for Ve a8 & reason so dolng we will get xid

of the Indisn rings, This is all bosh, The Indian rings are no

worse than the army vings . . . . If West Point is the only iasti-

::tu:i‘wm_t-&-.r Christisn civilisation
a lie.

Meschan fnsisted that the "tranafer {ssue” was pressed by ememies for the
purpose of abolishing the system of church-nominated agents. He did not

850ree to Schurs, Hovember 7, 1878, ibid.; P, M,
Schurs, December 7, 1878, ibid.: Love to Schurz, October 31, un.m

B6counctl Fixe, 1 (Jenuary, 1878), 3-4.
871n1d., T (April, 1878), 55.
601nid., T (May, 1878), 66.
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defend the migtakes and evils committed under the pesce policy, mor did
he disregard the necessity for caution in keepimg Church and State
separate. With all its faults Grant's pesce policy, he balieved, was
the best yet adopted. It had demomstrated the possibility of eiviliz-
ing the Indisn, something the army had mever been able to do. Again
he warned the churches to take their respomsibility seriously. He fed
the fires of Roman Catholic-Protestant antagonisms by remindimg readers
that Catholics favored transfer to the military becsuse they had mot
been assigned to sgencies that they believed were rightfully theirs.
If the Indlsns were transferred to the War Departmemit, he saifd, Protes=
mmwumtmmmun—muu..;v-
though this was not the intent of the bill then before Congress.

Meacham continued to press the theme that the army could not
civilize the Indign, that the issue was “civilize or exterminate," and
that surrender of the Indlan te the army was a vote fox extermination.
In October, 1878, he appointed himself a committes of one to follow
into Indian Territory two congressional committess who were seeking
Indisn views on the subject. He made glowing reports of Indiam eivili~
mmlwmmauumw.n

In Meacham's absence, Bland began a series of articles advocat=
ing disbandment of the srmy end comversion of West Foint into an imdus~
trial college. He aspserted the regular army was "a relic of barbarism,

891hid., 1 (July, 1878), 97-99.
901bid., I (September, 1878), 129; I (December, 1878), 182,
911b1d,, I (Hovember, 1878), 161.
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aunlhﬁw.-hnm-‘nhhm
Indisn policy.” Bland's position brought Council Firs te a radical
view on the subject of transferring Indiam Affairs to the War
Department .,

Each writer on the Indian question tried his hand at telling
Asericans vhat to do sbhout the “tramsfer {ssue." Mamypenny's book Oux
Jadien Naxds wes & long and well reascned argument against transfer.
In an extensive latter to the Coumcil Fire, he refuted the attacks of
Generals Sheridam and Pope on Indian sgents and called their reports
MMMW&N“.”mDWm
m‘kmbmtyma.-:ummu
handling the Modoce om the reservation and off, Richard I, Dodge
advocated sbolighing the Office of Indisn Affairs entirely and replacing
it with military officers assigned to Indisns who nesded Govermmemt food
and clothing. 'blwcln-e:u-lm,hwunl.
could handle this task affectively. Bighep Whipple declared the
transfer of Indian Affairs to the military only put & “bad system in
other hands.” 1Im his opiniom proper administration of the Office of
Indisn Affairs required independence of both the War and Interior Departe
ments. A new prisciple of giving Govermment aid only as a reward for

921b1d., T (December, 1878), 189; II (April, 1879), 60,
1bid., 1T (Jenuary, 1879), 2.

’ﬁcuh. Hi-ne-za, 155-56.

*vodge, Our ¥l Isdisna, 646.
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36
industry, rather tham as alms, should be adopted.

The voices for reform were imcresasing im sumber. Each year a
strong ome was sdded to the list: Manypemny im 1880 with the release
of Our Indisn Mards and Helen Bunt Jacksom im 1881 with the publication
n!gmgm." While Meacham's voice was only one of many,
it was influential. 'mmmmmm.mm
that aided all nm.“ Mescham said of his periodical, “its power
fs felt == we m-t-huh-."” He directed great efforts toward
rallying Indisn agents, churches, and friends of the Indians agaimst
the congressional bill for transfer of Indian Affairs to the Her Depart~
ment, and had a part in its defeat. His yesrs of greatest influesce in
the promotion ef Indian reform begsn with the founding of Council Fire
in January, 1878.

9council Fire, I (January, 1878), 2.

97Halen Hunt Jackson, A Century of Dishonor (Bostom, 1891),
The book was first published in 1881. I have used the 1891 editionm.

9%couneil Fizxe, 1 (August, 1878), 127, Reverend E. R,
Swackhamer wrote Mescham a letter in which he rated Council Fire as
a "standard-bearer.” Meacham published the letter in full,

991bid., I (July, 1878), 107.



Service Asain With The Indism Department

Meacham held no officiel pesitiom with the Indian service from
Jenuary 6, 1874, to September 25, I.S?l.l On the latter date the Dffice
of Indian Affairs employed him, with the title United States Special
Indian Agent, to disburse smuity funds to Semimole, Creek, and Delavare
Indisns. This position required the filing of & penal bond for $50,000
and paid & salary of $8.00 for each day of actual service and $5.00 per
“-uw.z He served again as special agent between April 29
and August 13, 1879, and carried ssnuity funds to the Sac and Fox im
lowa and Pawnee in Imdisn Tervitory., The bond and salary schedules
wore the same for both periods of employment. The first covered sixty-
six days and the second, one lumdred and seven. The total salary of
n.m-lq-’.-nn.munmm-:cummlul.m.n
to the Indisns. Bland, although i error with regard to the mumber of
weels consumed in the completion of the assigmments, insisted that

lu, Price (Commissioner of Indism Affaixs) to Henry Mitchell,
June 1, 1881, Office of Indian Affairs, Letter Dook 168, Accounts, 463,

by,
bid.
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-
Meschan finished the tasks in record time. The emphasis on the time

factor was an attempt to align the “hero” Meachsm on the side of maxi~
mum economy as & “qualified" Government agent. Actuslly, he spent
m.m--dn-nummmn-muumum.’
After completing the two special agent assignments, Meachim was
appointed to the Uts Indien Commission. Its tion was prefaced by

twelve yoars of white encroachment on Ute tervitory. This Indian natiom,
compoged of geven bands whose origimal terxritory comprised westeran Colo-
rado, eastern Utah, northern New Mexico, morthern Arizons, and scuthern
Wycming, signed a tresty with the United States in Marech, un.. 1
restricted the Indisns to & territory west of the one hundred seventh
meridian, north of the southern boundary of the Territory of Colorade,
south of the esst-west line that ran fifteen miles morth of the fortieth
mum.-a-mum-.zmummuqucoun‘o.’
It was ratifiad and preclaimed on Hovember 6, 1868, but because of
lateness in the yesr, sonuities were not adequately supplied until
uu.'

White men had little respect for the treaty guarantee sgainst
white intrusion on Ute lands, and contimually encroached on Ute territory

“Sland, Alfred 3. Meschem, 10.

SPrice to Mitehell, June 1, 1861, Office of Indian Affaire,
Letter Book 168, Accounts, 465.

Stanypenny, Qux Iadiss Maxds, 395.
7n“.
S1bid., 397,
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until im 1871 the respected Chief Ouray asked for federal po to
w.l:hmm-‘&“tﬂrm:w(tmu.’ The Gov-
ermment preferred negotistion to force, and four million acres were
uquunnuunnnm.uozmmmu-mu-.u
A crisis of the first order occurred om September 29, 1879,
whan ageat N, C. Meeker of the White River agency, eight agency employ-
ees, ‘an army major, and a sumber of nnuuunnud.u The tyag-
edy, although believed by many to have been proveked by an agent wvho
lacked wigdom and by sn army major whe laterpreted his orders inflex-
ibly, uu::lvtol-t resctions from Coloradans and thrests from the
wilitary. General Sherman advised the Secretary of the Incerior to
confiscate the eatire Ute Reservation and sllow qualified Indians such
ncualmuuhwumlty.u Secretary Schurs {nformed
Sherman that he had elready discussed with Coloradans the possibility of
giving the Utes land in severalty, of selling the balamce to settlers
and minars, and of using the money for the benefit of ccoperating mew-
hno!mwu..“ The graating of land in severalty to the Utes did
not materialise, hovever, for the ever swelling cry in Colorade was,

91n4d., 405
10p14., 405-18,
11nid., 421,
21044, , 422, 432.

Dgherman to Schursz, October 22, 1879, Schurs Papers.
Yegehors to Sherman, October 22, 1879, ibid.
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"hhulu:ﬂo."u

Congress confirmed the Colorado demand om June 15, 1880, by
accepting snd ratifying an agreement with representativas of the Ute
bands that required their removal to the Uintah reservation im Utah, to
unoccupled agriculcural lands of the La Plata River in Colorado and
northern New Mexico, and to agricultural lands in the Grand River dis-
trict asar the mouth of the Guuniscon im Colorade, The White River Utes,
some of whom were involved in the massacre of agent Meeker, ware re-
m:o_‘ulm.“

The congressional sct provided for the appoiatment of 2 special
coomigsion to specure the Ute ratification of the agreement. Vor the
first time im the history of tresty-making with Indiems, the act re~
quired approval by three fourths of the adult males rather than by oaly
nf-l-“uehuu.n Manypenny was appointed chairman and four others
--Meacham, John 3. Bowman, John J. Russell, and Otto Mears--members of a
commission charged with the rasponsibility of securing Indian retifica-
tlcl.“ The sppointments were formally made om June 21, mo." and in

the evening of the same day the Blands gave a farewell reception to

Ugobert Zamite Last Mar “The Utes and the Settle-
ment of Colorade” (Normas, . 1954), 285.

Yonuual Repore of the Commissionex of Indten Affaire, 1880,
pp. 193-95,

Virpid., 1%,
Uschurs to Heacham, s John B. Bowmsn, Joha J, Rugsell,

Hanypenny
and Otto Meavs, Jume 21, uao Office of Indien Affaire, Land Division,
Special Cases 112, Colerado.

Yinig.



Meacham and his wife., Meacham departed for Denver to assume the new
mmm-ru.ummw;u—»vuum
tives and friends.

Meacham journeyed to Celorado to face an angry, unressonsble
citizenry bent on extermination of the Ute Indians more tham en their
removel. In April, 1880, Schurs, in response tO an accusation that he
was stealing 112,000,000 acres in exchange for 40,000, declared that
after the attack on Meeker and the army major he had single-handedly
stood betwaen the Utes and total destruction and had been ridiculed for
it, He said, "If I hed removed my hand from them & day & war would have
beent insugurated and we should have seen the last of this tribde.” He
was convinced the omly future for the Ute Indians wes vemoval from the
mum.u

Yot sll Colorado vhites were sati.Ute Indian. Meacham found
“a strong minority” that felt "kindly" towsrd tham, but the majority,
he said, had no sympathy for the Indisns. He identified the persons
workiag for Indian extermination as "floaters, vegabonds--men who have
nﬁiuuuuly-ﬂm-t.“a Shortly after his arrival in
Denver, Meacham was interviewed by a reporter frem the Denver Tribuns
who predicted that the experiemced Meacham would exert comsiderable

Bcoumei) Yixe, 1T (July, 1380), 105,
2Agchurs to B, Dusbar Leckwood, April 1, 1880, Schurs Papers.

e,
Boouncil Fize, II1 (Augest, 1580), 114,



24
influence on the commission ia favor of the Indians.

As iovariably happened when the white man negotisted & treaty
or agreement, the Indians never fully uanderstood all the "benefits"
the United States had legislated for them, The nev agreement provided
for taking land in soveralty at the new locations, and permitted it in
the old gerritory wader certain conditions. Meacham said the Indians
did not understand the significsnce of severslty land, They were fear-
ful of individual responaidility, and mauy preferred a period of work-
z-.u.uh--:umm-'-emxmmmmzu.”

The big issue of the moment, however, was sot land in severalty,
but Ute ratification of the agreement, MNeacham believed that move than
three fourths of the Uncompahgre Utes had approved by late September.
He was esger to complete the roll and secure the money peyment for the
Indisns because signatures were secured on the gusrantee that the
pledged money payment would be forthcoming in the fall, snd without the
n—numnotuuwmu-cnm.u

Between July 29 and September 25, 1880, the Ute Indian Commis-

27
sion securad the necessary signstures to ratify the agreement, and

Mmml&. 1880.

25council Fire, IXI (August, 1880), 114,

26eacham to Assistent Secretary of the laterior, Office of
l-l: Affairs, Land Division, Special Ceses, 112, Colorsde, 1280,
No, A2,

27ggport of Ute Indian Commission on Ratificstion of Agreement
by Three Fourths of tie Adule Male Ute Indisns, September, 1880, ibid.,
No, 281, a.-n.-numuumum.gmh-
=mispiones of Indisn Affaixs, 1880, p. 192.
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s Schurz immediatel d release of the authorized funds.

Monay for the Uncompeshgre Utes was tved on December 8, 1880,
but the White River Utes did sot receive theirs because the agreement
stipulated it was to be withheld until they had moved to the Uintah
mh‘.” The ratification of the land sale and the pertial pay-
ment of the agreed price cceurred too late in the fall to effact the
removal of the Southern and Uncompshgre Utes. Chairmen Manypenny was
lwﬁlthﬁlmmumhdchhum'm”u-ﬂh
removed, and ssked Secretary Schur: to check the wovement.

The year 1880 ended with the Ute problem still unsolved and with

relations between the two races im a continued state of temsion. The
Utes were suspictoug of the Federal Govermment's commitment to psy for
the lsnd becsuse a similar promige three years earlier had not been

fulfilled., Some whites insinusted that agein the Govermment would fail
to keep its promise. This charge was caleulated to block ratification

of the agr and to p ke & war that would drive the Utes out of
Colorado and cause the expenditure of millions of war dollars in the
state. Meacham believed white imterference was behind delays the com-
mission experiecoced in securing signatures to the treaty, a fact he

2B5churs to the Secretary of the Treasury September 24, 1830,
::u:o”ot Indian Affairs, Land Division, Special Cases, 112, 1580,

”vne-um-uun-n.:—yu.tm. .y 1881,
:.‘:‘m:mmnmmnm 1889,

I0uanypenny to Schurs, October 2, 1880, Office of Indian
Affairs, Land Division, Special Cases, 112, 1880, No. 43,
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know would be difficult to prove.

11 feelings were intensified because of unfortunate dual kill-
ings in late Septesber, 1850, An ox train of five teams, traveling
over the seventy-five mile portion of the public road that passed
through the Ute reservation, wae visited on September 29 by two Indisns
asking for food. An angry exchange of worda wes climaxed with the
shooting and killing of the som of Chief Shavensux, an Indisn called
"Johmson." The freighters declared the Indians bad threatened them
with a gun; the surviviog Indisn denied any hostile act. Meachem,
“Utul.l.lcqo!mluﬂmw.nl;zmuolm
army balisved the killing was wanton and unprovoked,

The surviving Ute informed Chief Shavanaux of his son's death,
and the Chief and his armed followera went to agent Berry to domend
the arvest and executiom of the murderer. Agent Berry and fifteen sol-
diers hastened to the freightors' camp. Chief Shevanaux and his men
prefesred a divest route to travel with Berry, and the Agent prevailed
on two white citiszens known and respected by the Indians to travel with
the Chief to keep him calned. Upom Berry's arrival with the soldiers
at the freighters' camp, the two citimens already had Donald Jackson,
who fired the shot that killed Johmson, under protective arrest. It
was believed that the actions of Berry and the citizens saved the
freighters' camp from extermination.

The Indians opposed taking tha prigsoner to the Los Pinos agency

Slgouneil Fixs, TIX (October, 1280), 145, 149-50, 152,
325pd., 11 (lovember, 1880), 161-62, 169.



or the military camp. It was agreed he should be sent in the custody
of three citizens to Guanison for trial, an arrangement that narrowly
averted war. Meacham, who was staying at the agency, had been invited
by Berry to go with him to the freighters' camp which he did as a visi~
tor, wot as one with suthority. He concurred, however, with Berxy's
decigion relative to gending the prisoner to Guunigon, asnd believed all
parties~~the Indians, the citisens, m.-ﬂmwdnm.”
The satisfied Utes departed for home; Berry, Mescham, and the
soldiers returned to the sgency and army cump, and the citisens with
the prisoner started for Gunnison accompanied by one Ute as an aye wit-
ness. Another party of Utes, believed to have had white men with them,
came upon the citizens and the prigener a few miles from camp, foreibly
captured Jackson from the citisens, and took him sway. Although Jack-
m'.b‘ym-mu.mmmm’rmwundh

was executed by shooting soon efter his cap Jackson's death
satisfied the Indian sonse of justice and the danger of war passed, but
white men took a differemt view of the affair,

The nowspapers led the cry for revenmge. The blood of the
freighter rested om the hands of the three citizens, it was declared,

The Denver BpsiyMountain Hews quoted the Leadville Demecxaf's
ingigtence on Lmmediaste hanging and its attack ou Secretary Schurs,

— ﬁ’“‘ e e .,
m Mg » w
Yoouneil Firs, TIT (November, 1880), 162-64,
Ipenver Rocky Hountain Jews, October 7, 1830,
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“the unconciomsble old gramny,” for leavinmg the state defenseless.

Although no evidence of the freighter's death was ever uncovered, the
—mwnnmmdmnmm“
Public rage turned first against agent Berry and then Heacham as accom-
nmmmﬁgu.“mmu--ummm
the Utes were rife.

Becsuse it was election year, Coclorado Democrats utilised the
incident to mmximm adventage. Their newspapers magnified the story
until the three citisens, Republicans all, were comsidered wanton murder-
ers. The Hepublicans in the Ounnison and San Juan districts, stung by
the accusations, demsnded the instant removal of Berry and Meachas im
mummmu-mwumcma A Colo~
rado citizen wrote Secretary Schurs that Coloradans ss e whole were not
as disturbed as the ocutside world had been led to believe. The diffi-
culty was "the ismigration of Missouri bushwackers” had hurt Goversor
Frederick ¥W. Pitkin's re-election chances, snd his followers therefore
resorted to making the most out of the Ute affair to secure votes for

41
him, The same writer reported that many belisved the Indians behaved

361b1d., October 8, 1880,
371b44., October 9, 1880,
381p1d., October 10, 1880.
391p4d., Cotober 12, 1880,

D. Sherman to Marshall Jewell (telegram), October 13,
1880, forwarded by Jewell to Schurs, October 18, 1880, Schurs Papers.



the same as whites would have under similar diti and were opposed
to a war becsuse of the death of a freighter. "For God's sake,” he
sald, "Give Neacham every chance and try to stave the thing off till
mmmmmmq-mmmmm.'“
The Gunnisen County justice of pesce {ssued warrants of arrest

for Berry and the three citisens. One of the three was arrested in
Guunigon and became the object of three unsuccessful lynching attempts.
The arresting constable found Berry and the othor two citizens at the
Los Pinos agency, and Berry informed him he had no suthority cm the
reservation. Meachsm and the army captain were subpoensed to appear ss
witnesses and threatened with arrest on & bench wervant if they refused.
From threstening letters received med person~to-person information from
m“.u‘am:ul-dhquuhtyﬂd-a
they walked off the reservatiom.
ht-v-n-.lhd-:‘wwl-—nlh-m—.
and it was immediately granted. The Attorney General's Office ordered
the Denver United States Attorney, Edward L. Johnson, to investigate the
o.lmu-lmmly.u Very soon the issue of State
varsus Federal jurisdiction avrose. The United States Attorney Gemeral,
hosring that agent Berry had beon arrested by a justice of posce,

g,

“gounci] Fixe, TIT (November, 1880), 164,

4hpnited States Attorney Gemersl Chsrles Devens to E. L. John-
son, October 13, 1800, Central Files, Department of Justice (National
Axchives), ®.A., BG 60, Instruction Book K, 232.

“5pevens to Johnson, October 14, 1580, ibid.
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46
ordered efforts to transfer the case to a United States court,

At this juncture of evemts, public wrath was focused more on
Berry then Meacham. Attorney Johngon notified Washington on October 20
that if Berry were arrested he would be lynched unless provided with a
military escort to the jail at Pitkin, bludo.“ He was {nformed the
next day that the War Department hed authorised the necessary protec-
m-.“ mmummmmmm." but
within four days Meacham, the three citisens, and Berry were listed ss
the ones who had “conceived and carried into effect one of the most
bloodeurdling asd demnable cutrages ever heavd of, snd they should
mmmmxmumm.".

Attorney Johnson ou December 1 presented a full veport of
rapidly moving events. He had dopsrted fycm Demver om October 13,
1880, sccompanied by a United States Commissioner with warrants for
the arrest of those charged vith complicity ia the murder of the
mm.n Johnson decided that because of public wrath it would be
unwise to take the defendants to any nearby towm for the court hesring.
He learned oan the way to the Los Pinos ageacy that the Indians were

protecting Berry and would not permit his arrest unless his safety were

46peyens to Johmson, October 1 , 1880, ibid.
47johoson to Devens, October 20, 1880, ibid., 283.
492bid., 263.

495, Bell to Schurs, October 22, 1880, Schurs Papers.
Speaver Rocky Mountain News, October 26, 1680,

n.kb- to Devens, December 1, 1880, Central Files, Depart-
ment of Justice, RG 60, Ianstruction Beok K, 283.
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F 3. B of potential danger at the Indian sagency, Johagon

stopped at the army camp locsted four miles away and there found Meacham.
Berry was out trying to get the Indisns moved away from the public
roads, but sent word he would meet Johnson at Los Pinos agency the mext
‘.-,z

Johnson informed Berry and Meacham of the danger from (nvasion
©of the reservatiom by the Colorado State Militia and of his orders to
make arrests under United States werrants and insure their safety from
@ mob. Berry and ome of the citismens were willing for the arvest if
safety could be guaranteed. Attorney Johnson had witness subpoenas for
Hescham, the army ceptain, and an sgency trader, but Meecham considered
hisself a hostage to the Ute Indiang until the purchase money was deliv~
ered, and was uowilling to leave. He said the Utes hed notified him
every day that he must not leave until the money was paid. Attorney
Johnson decided that neither Pitkin nor Guanison were im the mood to
give the prigoners & fair trial, and for their safety he decided to
take them to Deaver; but Berry did mot want to go without Meachsm, his
key witness. It was finally agreed to take Meacham's deposition before
the United States Commissioner, who was still travelisg with Johngem,
but before this could be effected official word was received from Wash-
ington that the State of Colorade had criminal jurisdictiom within the
Ute reservation snd that the srmy was forbidden to help or hinder the

Sizng.
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33
state's effort to make arrests.

Tue new turn of events speedily changed Meacham's mind and he
was ready to depart the reservation immediately, "much more willing to
face the hardships and potential dangers of the journey than to face
the Gunnison m."“ Meacham, supported by the commanding army of fi-
ceor, ingsisted that Norry was able to convince the Utes on the necessity
of the two goimg to Demver, after which there was no objection to their
leaving. At the army camp Meachsm had believed himself secure from
civil pubpoens snd arrest, as well as from the wrath of a lynch mob,
but because of the United States Attormey Gemeral's ruling, the army
was compelled :ouhu.uu-uuma-..”

The total party of eight white persons and ¥ive Indisn guides,
well armed and wounted, left Los Pinos agency secretly and headed for
Deaver via trails known only to the Indians. After seven days of ardu-
ous riding, the party reached the military camp at White River and con-
tinued the jourmey from there by army ambulance to Rawlins, Wyoming,
165 miles away. At the railroad station there they bearded a trainm for
Denver. Because November 1 was election day, the party delayed arrival
at Denver until M.mz.“

531bid., Bell to Schurz, October 18, 1880, Schurz Papers;
Council Fire, III (November, 1880), 164.

5430bnaon to Devens, December 1, 1480, Ceantral ¥ilee, Depart-
ment of Justice, RG 60, Instruction Book K, 283,

55council Fire, 111 (November, 1880), 164-65, 171,

58Jchnaon to Devens, December 1, 1880, Central Files, Depart-
ment of Justice, RG 60, Instruction Boeok K, 283,
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At the hearing the state did its best to secure jurisdiction of
the prigoners, but its efforts were unsuccessful. A formal decision on
NHovember 19 gave the United States Courta exclusive jurisdiction of the
case, Both political parties had been struggling to take credit for
the right of the state, and each had claimed the initiative for the
expulsion of the Ute Indisns. With the election over, Johnson believed
mmu!clham-_lm.” Meacham said the Utes
would have gone to war if the state had secured jurisdiction of the
m.ﬂwuﬂhul&h,:llu-hm“umtm
Indians who killed the freighter.

Bexry, Meachem, the citizen witness, and Meacham's attoruey
made a hurried trip to Washington shortly after their arrival in Denver.
In their absence, enemies tried unsuccessfully to get 2 warramt for
Meacham's arrest from the United States Court, but they persuaded a
man to swear out a complaint before a notary public who fssued a war-
rant, Meschem and Bexzy hurriedly returmed to Denver, where on November
23 each posted §35,000 dbail provided by Demver citizens. The hearing was
deferred until April, mn.”

The spring of 1381 brought 2 renewal of agitation against
Mescham, Berry, and the Ute Indisns. The United States grand jury st

STanig. Rize, 111 (December, 1880), 177; Johnson to
Devens, September 8, l.c-:mnu.mumm.-u.

S%ouncyl Firs, 111 (November, 1880), 166; III (December, 1880),

S%zpid., 11X ou-bu. 1880) , 177; Johnsom to Wayne McVeagh,
United States Attorney General, September 5, 1681, Central Files,
Department of Justice, BG 60, mmu. lnl K, 284.
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Demver in the May, 1881, term of court, formally indicted Chief Shava-
nsux and four other Ute Indisns as principles, and Berry, Meacham, and
nnt-mum*um&t:-mm'mmw.
1880, murder of the white freighter. The commanding general for the
Department of Migsouri imew sny attempt to arrest the indicted persons
would jmm“umm.mxmummum
new reservation; therefore, he refused to make the arrvests without
mamumtumm.“ He balieved the Indisn view of
justice should prevail. Actuslly, he said, the Indians had demon-
mwnmummm.“

Meacham and Berry renewed bail in May in guarantee of their
sppearance at the October court. Meachsm was convinced that since the
law prohibited trial of accessories bafore the principals were tried
and convicted, and since the indicted Indians could be arrested only by
an order frow the Secretary of Interior demanding that the tribe volun-
tarily surrender the guilty parties, the case was virtually dismissed.
He believed that he, Berry, and Cline were held on bail ouly for

603ohngon to MeVesgh, September &, m.e-mxm-.m-
ment of Justice, RG 60, Instructiom Book X, 284

‘wfmummmlo. 1881, (telegram),
Office of Indian Affaivs, Letters Received, 1861, File 8497; Pope to
Colonel W. D, Whipple, May 10, 1881, fbid., File 8560,

62pope to Colemel Whipple, May 10, 1861, ibid., File 8560,

632b4d.



appearance's ull.“ The War Department refused to share responsibility
for a conflict over the arrest of five Indians, so justice to the three
men innocent of the crime of murder appeared certain,

“nmmmmmmmm
tioms. Six deys later he wes ovderad to postpone the trial of Meacham
and Berry since they could mot attend, and was requested mot to require
Ndhu.“

Besides time and worry, the indictment for msurder cost Meacham
8500 in lawyer foes for which he was never veimbursed. He was entitled
to velief because he was brought iato the litigation through services
on the Uts Commission, yet only a special act of Congress could procure
.n!-‘.“ He died before this was accomplished.

Meacham comsistently worked to administer “justice and fairness"

IV (Jume, 1881), 82; Jobuson to McVeagh, Septem-
:t.i. m, iles, Department of Justice, 0 60, Imstruction

65Jchnson to McVeagh, September 8, 1881, Central Files, Depart-
ment of Justice RO 60, Instruction Book K, 284,

S65, ¥, Phillips to 5. J. Kirkwood, September 14, 1851, Central
Files, Department of Justice, RG 60, Executive and Congressional Letter
Book J, 1880-1881, p. 574; Phillips to Kirkwood, September 14, 1881,
Office of Indian Affairs, Letters Received, 1881, No. 16412,

67%irkwood to Jobn R, Fremch, February 8, 1882, Depertment of
the Interfor, Indisns, Miscellsneous Letters Semt, 1862, p, 78, Ina
letter to his dsughter, Meacham asserted that the Colorsdo indictment
for murder had cost him $1,000, however, the officisl claim to the Gov-
ermment sought The latter figure would
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to the Ute Indisns although the vicleat attituds of Colorado whites
made the task difficult, Meachsm's personality sntsgonized some, his
principles, others. But the things for which he stood in white man~
Indien relaticns were held in sufficiemtly high repute to influemce the
appoistment of & successor. Whem 2 group of Colerado citizens peti-
tionad President Chester A, Arthur to fill Meacham's place with their
nonines, eligibiiity was dotermined by hisg intimate friendship with
Meacham and his qualification “to take up and carry cut the methods and
M:mmauutmmmnnqm—m
svailable.”

During 1881 Meacham contimwed his responsibilities to the Ute
Commission with little interruption because of legalities im the murder
case since these took more money than time. Much work accompenied the
tasks of census taking and locating mew homes for the Utes. It was
particularly difficult to effect removal because of their extreme relue-
tance to go. An ermy ofiicer's report on Mescham's council with the
principal Indisns at White River ian June, 1281, commented on their
compliance with the removal requirements, "wore as 2 heart-brokem pecple
thunt-‘o!'-ruu."“ Delays and problems related to moving
cattle, b heep, and goat nsumed much time, and the pressure

$%Group of Coloredo Citizens to Presideat Chester A. Arthur,
March 13, 1882, Offfce of Iandian Affsire, Letters Received, 1882,
¥o. 5127,

$%Major Orlando . Moore to Assistant Adjutamt Gemeral, Fort
Lesvesworth, June 27, 1881, ibid., Wo. 12546,
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of whites wanting to oocupy the reservation prematurely created
m.n Meacham worked to change sn agreememt on the disposition
of cattle in favor of the White River Utes, and even asked for a sum~
mons to Washington to present the case. But the Office of Indiam Af-
fairs vefused to permit sny changes or to suthorime Meacham's returm te
~anll.n Instead, he was ordered to speed up the ramoval before
mmuwumm."n

Efforts were made to minimize the value of Meacham's work, The
Bocky Mowntaln Hews editor was angry becsuse Meacham had convinced the
Indiana that white Coloradans were entagonistic to them. On the con-
trary, be said, the Indians bad no confidence in Meacham or the other
commigeioners, men ignorant of the Indian charscter., When he inferred
that Mescham Lacked the mecessary qualifications he lmew some would
laugh, but he was confident that all™intalligent" persons present at
the last Indian Council would endorse his statement. Meachsm, he con~
tended, hed "ghown by his speeches asnd by his utterances in that seasa«
tional product, the Council Rirxe," that he considered himself “in a

TOyorice posted by Williss K. Berry Prohibiting Settling of
Persons on Ute Reservation, April 30, 1881, Office of Indian Affairs
Special Cases, 112, Colorado, 1881, No. 7035; Chris Gilson to
McKensie, July 25, 1881, Office of Indian Affairs, Letters Received,
1881, Mo, 12546; Coupecil Firs, IV (November, 1881), 163,

Tige11 ub.el-.lqn. xm.wumm.
Indian, Miscellanecus Letters Seat, XXVI, 200; l-uun-a-.w
1881, ibid., 203; Eirkwood to Meachsm, May 23, 1881, , 200; Bell &
to Meachsn, May 23, 1851,{bid., 228; Bell to Meachsm, A. 1881,

vy 2915 Boia v Maacham, June 14, 1901, ib4d., 244; Rirkwoed to

Juns 15, M,m.

"2g4rimood to Meachan, June 25, 1881, ibid., 259.
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state of antagonism with the people of Colorado on the Indien
question. . . ."n By contrast, Meacham's June editorial spoke compas-
aionately of the Ute Ixdians, against whom avery maa's hand scemed to
be turned, and of the thousands of Coloradans who were favorably imclined
toward the Utes, but remained silent because they feared public opinion.
These had pointed out to Meachsam that the enimosity of the Colorado
mwmun—au—mmmummu;m
the true, but better~left~unsaid facts about the Ute removal.  The
Council Fire quoted in full an unrestraived, inaccurate, and viclous
newspaper attack on Meacham made about eighteen days after the killing
of the freighter. It declared be had enriched himself as the Klamath
Indisn agent and with the money had built the hotel in the Blue Moun-
tains«~a totally insceurate tale. The writer called Meacham "a coward
nm,.&dhwuc.awubmm...mm
tion of pure undefiled rascality.” 8o it happemed in Colorado as it
had occurred in Oregon~-Meacham versus & majority opinion oun the Indian
question resulting in public abuse from the majority spokesmen,
Meacham completed the assigned task with the White River Utes,
paid them at Uintah reservation the first installment on the price of
their land, and ime in October, 1281, ‘u“’-‘t‘.”

He met with the Ute Commission there in November to ley plama for the

Tpeaver Rocky Mountain News, July 7, 1851,
Ycouncil Pixe, IV (Jume, 1881), 81.
S3bid,, 111 (December, 1880), 179,
76xbid,, IV (October, 1881), 145,
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-mua-zwmm..;;:m.—w.d
Meacham never returned to Colorade.

After the retura to Washington Meachsm's heslth slowly but
steadily deteriorated., He had literally lived with desth since the day
of the Modoc magsacre, and had never beenm able to resume & normal life.
Believing he deserved finsnclal aid for the disability incurred while
in Govermment service, he petitioned Congress in 1878 for a $15,000
reparation gramt. The petition was supported by two medical doctorse«
Thomas Bland of Washington and R, W, Pryce of Iowa City--and by Bonjamin
smu—rmuuutmu—qam" The mem-
orial declaved that Meachem had not had one day free from pain or ome
night of "quiet slumber,” and had lived half the time since the Modoc
massacre expecting death daily. Constant medical treatment had caused
great expense, and 1 from 1 and books was inadequate to
mhhh-lunl-ny.” Bland declared Meacham was in contimue
ous danger of a "violent stroke of paralysis,” and gave his professional

"T5e11 to Meacham, November S, 1881, Department of Interior,
Indians, Miscellancous Letters Seamt, XXVI, 479,

'ﬁ-cmnuuauul.mumu
United States, February 18, 1878 (bllvwdh.ohttﬂunﬂhh),
Pens Lon elu-. No. 303,721, Box Mo, 34575; Sworn Statement, R, W, Pryce,
M.D,, Pebruary 5, 1876, ibid.; Sworn ftatement, Thomes A. Bland, N.D,,
Fedruary 19, 1875, 1bid: Sworn Statement, Benjamin Simpson, Fedruary 7,
1878, 4ibid.; Simpson to Honorable Mr. Bright, Chairman, Committee on
m-.mu. m.m.

Temorial, Meacham to Congress, February 18, 1881, {bid.
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opinion that Meacham could "never fully recover from the effects of
said injuries or be restored to anything approaching his former health,
dmmhmnm“c-mly. from various causes, to a
violent relapgse and sudden death."

The Committes on Claims recommended that reparations be granted
in the sum of $3,500 tastead of the “prayed for" $15,000, but no action
-lui-.“ A new bill requesting §5,000 relief was introduced in
April, 1880, reported out favorably by the Committes on Claims, but it
mwu‘um.“ Not content with two defeats, a third effort was
made in Decenber, 1581, but death interrupted the bill's progress through
tbchl-ﬂ-tx...”

The privations and tensions of the Ute Commission's labors in
Colorado probably hastensd the end, Mescham died suddenly on February
16, lm.ﬂhoutmnthdtur'ldut.mclth-ﬁ
of the day ia writing letters and talking to frieands. Through the
preceding November, December, and January, however, slow and difficult
labor caused mummnmmm.’

B0B1snd, Sworn Ststement, Pebruary 19, 1878, ibid.
®lucuse Repoxts, o. sx.uc-n..su-.sw
Becord, House Procecdings, 45 Cong., 3 Sess., 334;
Egcord, Index, 45 Cong., 3 Sess., H.B. 3357.

Slcongraggional Record, House Procesdings, 46 Cong., 2 Sess.
H. R. 5609; Nouse Reports, Wo. 099, 46 Cong., 2 Sese.

Sengts Bevorts, We. 976, 47 Cong., 2 Sess.
Sgouacil Fixe, V Otarch, 1882), 66,
v, , 5.
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Moscham lived almost nine years after the fateful April 11,
1873, whan the Modoc Indisns left him for dead near the pesce temt in
the Lava Beds. Although it took nine eventful yesrs to bring the end,
Modos bullets killed him as surely as though he had died with Canby and
Thomas .

The last thirteen years of Meacham's life were significant te
Indian veform. They were unequal in value to the cause, but each was
ecssential to the succesding one. There is no evidence that Meacham
memuumumwu.m
desire to insugurate raforms in Indian managesent. The writer believes
he sought and received the appointment as politicsl patronage, but wes
comitted in principle to Grant's peace policy with the Indisns, The
later efforts by Meachsm and Bland to comvey the idea that the office
sought him appesr to be a deliberate attempt to square Meacham's caxeer
in the Indisn Service with the philosophy that employees should be se~
hou'lhctbu"m!l“' rather than for political reward,
hm"-h-tu-uo."!kuudlyltnh.“c*mm-
instion of Indian veformers and they used (¢t frequently. Although
Tisothy Davenport could mot understand what eastern philanthropists saw
in Neschan's treatment of the Indians that endeared him to them, he
adnitted that Meacham wag one of two superintendents in Oregom who had

S6unipple, Lighte snd Shedows of 3 Lesg Eiscopsts, 139.
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87
faith in the Indians and had tried to civilise tham.

Meacham's record in the Orsgon Superintendency proves that oven
though the office came as a political reward, reform principles guided
his administration, The intensity of his commitment to the promotion of
Indisn welfere grew with the months in office. It took on the quality
of a religious "call" for service te humanity, end may have compensated
m-mumummw:u”m.numm
daughter asserted be had had in Californis,  Significantly enough,
Meachan's raform efforts, as Superintendent of Iadian Affairs in Oregon,
did not generate violent public opposition. His work was approved by
the msjority leadership in Republican politics and in the churches,
There was evidence of growing opposition from political forces, but even
when his dismigsal was effected the opposition did not identify itself
publicly, Perhaps the approval of Meacham's administration by Radical
Republican Leaders atommed from the fect that Grant's peasce policy in
Indian affairs was & new and official policy of the paxty.

Meacham d1d not seek sppointment to the chairmanship of the
Modoc Peace Comaission, and there is no evidence that he iaitially cone
sidered it an opportunity to promote Indism reform. Because of his
complete identity with the sdministration's pesce poliey, it le d1£fi-
cult to determine just where the promotion of party policy ended and

S7pgvanport, wxmua-umuw
oo Maseric Sesiaty, VITL (Septeber, 1567, 234, el
intendent.
::u::nmmuun..nmummumwm

S8gedington, Autoblographical Novel, 62.



the promotion of Indisn reform began. The hested debate that arose out
of Grant's efforts to apply the pesce policy to the Modoc Indians cre-
ated & public image of Meachsm as a reformer, hated by frontiersmen and
admired by lumenitarisng, First with limited power and then stripped
of it, Meacham was only tho instrument of the Grant sdministration pol-
ely, As chairman of the Pesce Commission he became the symbol to
Oregonisns of an obnoxious policy and the recipient of their anger
against it. The Modoe experience hardened Mescham into a promoter of
fuﬂnnﬁuwhumﬁ:d.ﬂﬁ@m.

During the first two years following the Modoe War, Meacham
strove for wealth as well as reform via the lyceum lecture circuit.
Perhaps the fallure of the Meacham Lecture Company was coused move by
the change in public preference in entertaimment than by the quality of
Msacham's lectures and the performance of his Indlan troupe. The eco~
nomic decline following the depression of 1873 affected public suppert
of lycoum mmbers. The change was sufficient to comvince James Redpath
that he should sell his share in the Boston Lycews Buresu in 1875, an
event that took place after the failure of the Mescham Lecture Com-
m.“ The drean of wealth faded with the failure of the Lecture
Company, but the drive to premote Indian reform remained.

Sickness and suffering, csused by the after-effects of the
wounds suffered in the Modoc msssacre, delayed Meacham's veturn to the
lecture platform until the spring of 1876, After this date, under the

8%q¢1ton K. Flower, James Parton, Eather of Modern Biesxaphy
(Durham, North Carolina, 1351), 133. - -



#killful mansgement of the professional humenitarian Bland, Meacham's
obsession to reform white-Indian relatioms took on the characteristics
of & sustained snd disciplined effort. Reform appeared to be the pri-
mary goal, although wealth would have been cagerly welcomed. Only the
fact that Indisn reform had become the main mission in life explaine
Meacham's single-minded devotion to the csuse in spite of chromic
illness.

Two years of lecturing tsught Meacham that legislaters and
administrators as well as voters had to be convinced, or reform in
Indisn affairs would never come to pass. He clearly understood the
significance of the printed page in periodical form as a provem tool to
reach & select sudiemnce; comsequently the Cpuncil Firs wes founded and
subgidised in order to agitate the Indian quastion and influence hey
people. The lesson of Garrison's Liberator with a msximum subscription
list of three thousand was not lost om Meachsm and Bland., The Council
Eixs's estimated circulation of two thoussnd placed in the hands of
legislstors, Iadian Affairs Office aduinistrators, Indisn agents, teach-
ers, misslonaries, and friends of the Indisns had an impact comparable
to the Libexatox. Meacham's practicality along with his idealism
brought a respectable balance to the periodical. A standard-bearer for
other believers in Indisn reform, Coumcil Fize helped to stimulate de-
bate on the Indian question and to crystallise thinking on the type of
needed reform.

The publication of Council Fize wes the pask of Meacham's
efforts and influence. It greatly excesded ths valus of his other
writings: Nigwes snd Sexpath, Hi-ne-ms and jexr People, and The Ixagedy
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of the Lava Beds. Although the writer has found no evidence that
Meacham's writings influenced Helen Runt Jackson to write A Century of
Dighonor, he believes the earlier discussion of how writers om Indian
reform read each other is sufficient to mssume that Mre. Jackson read
Meacham's publications. It {s not clear on what premise Priest, in
Uncle Sem's Stepchildren, appraised Meachsm as s propagandist second
only to Jackson. As a literary stylist, Jackson surpassed Meacham, but
the constant pressure of the Council Fire could have squalized in propa-
..nda effect the greater literary skill of Jackson. She was better at
dramatizing the wrongs suffered by Indians than she wes at proposing
workable sclutions for their elimination. With all of Meschsm's gener~
alizations snd idealism, his proposed solutions were more carefully
formulated then Jackeon's.

Meacham's prowotion of Indiam reform reached its height during
the incumbency of Bchurs in the office of Secretary of the Interior,
the period when discussion of the Indian question became general. Al-
though it was not until 1887 that reform ideas in Indian affairs became
law, it was the combined efforts of persons like Meacham, Dodge, Otis,
Manypenny, Schurz, Jackson, the Doard of Indian Commissioners, the
Universal Peace Union, snd many others that laid the groundwork for
later success.

What kind of man was Meacham? Eulogies after his death empha-
sized hie positive qualities: Earnestness; profound convictions; a
keen, discriminating judicial mind; “e worshipper at the shrine of
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truth and justice” a tireless and fearless worker; & man of warm
heart, of strength, of emergy, of accomplishment, of irom -111.“
Schurz said of Meacham that he was the "most faithful and gemerous
friend the Indians ever lnd."“ A Washington lorld editorial appraised
Meacham as a great man in many respects, with talemt, courage, enthusi-
asm, large-heartedness, generosity, and thorough Innlty.“ 1t eredited
his fame chiefly to "tomgue and pen" and his greatness primarily to his
ability to rise above "prejudices based on personal h}ury."u The
Hational View of Washington declared that inm the peried 1873-1882 a
“revolution” in public thinking on the Indisn question had taken place
and that Mescham was the acknowledged m.” Manypenny, speaking
from personal experience with Meacham on the Ute Indisn Commission,

asserted that his associate was a man of strong will and "undoubted

courage,” one who stood firmly by conviction and msintained consistency
6
in Weshington or im the Rocky Mountsins.
The wesknesses of Meacham were little kmown by the friends of

90council Fixe, V (March, 1882), 67. The Reverend Bauer, pastor
of the Metropolitan Methodist Church, Washingtom, applied these charac-
teristics to Meacham in the fumeral sermom.

911pid., 68. A description of Meachsm presented by the Reverend
Charles Adams at the funeral service.

21big., 7.

931bid., 80. The Weshington Morld comment was published in the
CLouneil Fire.

S4xbid.
951ped., 81.
%1p4d., 100.



the Indisne. While he was dedicating his life to the promotiom of
Indisn reform, his family in Oregon suffered from lack of support, His
deughter Nellie asked her diary in 18979 why father did not relieve
mother of financial worries? It had beem “four lomg years" since he
had left home, and in all that time there was no "subsistence visible
-Md."" It Le difftcult to explain this epp desertion

of the family because the deed was contrary to the norms expected of
Meacham. The record contains not one shred of evidence of marital

{dfidelity, but it is full of facts imdicating illuness end fimancial
struggle. A conjecture suggests that Bland's msnagement went beyond
settiag up 1 appoi und assisting in the work of writing

and eéiting; he kept Mescham in the East by persuasion and by the force
of a domineat mind, Perhaps the fact that only Mrs, Blsnd could relieve
the ever present pein was & weight that tipped the scales of family
mﬂilmmﬂnt&.ﬂ.-‘:ﬁﬂh—.”
Neglect of family was not ch fatic of Meachan, but inabil-

ity i{n msnaging money was. The long series of c¢ivil suits fnvolving
neopayment of debts both in California and Oregon was indicative of am
abnormal attitude toward momey. Attempts to sequire property from which
profits could be sarmed failed in Califormia. In Oregon esrnings from
the toll road and hotel were mever converted iato real estate or late

7Diary of Wellie F. Mescham (October 21, 1878 to May 11, 1879),
March 3, 1879, Presesved by Mrs. Donald Stewart, Vencouver, Washingtom,
Microfila Copy, Oregon Collection, University of Oregon Library.

%Bcounci] Five, V (March, 1852), 65.




304

hexr busl that depended on & stationary rather than s migratieg
public. The mortgaging of the toll road in 1869 for §15,000 was the
only visible capital gain Meachsm received om the $81,000 capital in-
vested in road improvement. There {s no evidemce this sum was ever used
for anything more than family expenses. The fact that the loan was
never repaid and that settlement of the debt took place twelve years
later by a former employee rather than by Meacham is another illustrae
tion of his etramge attitude toward financial obligations.
It is no surprise that Meacham was umable as Superintendest of
Indign Affairs in Oregom to bring order imte the chaotic finsnces of

the Superi dency. His sudden dismissal from office left mo time to
balance the various sccounts, A friend said that when Meacham was re~
moved the buginess affairs of the Superintendency wers "in the same
confused condition in which Superintendeat Buntington and others had
found and conducted them, scd it had not been ia Mr. Meachan's power,
with the means placed at his dispesal, to prevent an overplus in one
direction from being temporarily appropriated to supply a deficiency in
aloth:."” Odeneal'’s report in 1872 indicated that Meachsn must have
appropriated money from the educatiomal account to supply & need in
another fund--a p ice not (-Md-y.m

Meachan's term of office in the Superintendency temmimsted om
March 31, 1872, When the Governmeant finally settled his accounts om

portiand Orsgentan. April 15, 1873.

< g 100sumusl Repors of the Commissiomex of Indisn Alfaire, 872,



April 28, 1879, it officially declared that he was in default by
&7.67‘.9‘).“x Ho payment on this deficit was ever made by Mescham.

In Januaxy, 1886, the Department of the Treasury instituted s
suit against thirty~two people, including Meachas, formerly couunected
with the Indien Service. Since he was vow dead, the suit was brought
against those who signed his bond of April 1, 1“9.1” Legal action
actually began in 1885, and trial was set for November of chat year in
Walla Hnua.m A search of the Justice Department records in the
l;unn Archives failed to uncover any conclusion to the litigation.
Apparently the cose was dropped for lack of evidence. In spite of
Meachan's free and easy attitude toward momay, no instance of fraud or
dishonesty were ever uncovered im the suits against the bondholders.
Charges by enemies that he had enriched himself in the Indian Service
were false. He died a2 poor man.

102

When Bland with the consent of Mrs. Meacham and family peti-
tioned the court to be named adainistrator of Mescham's intestate
estate, .lunh-'. poverty was itemised: bedroom furniture valued at

1005 enate Bxesutive Docussuta, Wo. 65, Pr. 2, 49 Cong., 1 Bess.

102119
10350c0nd Comptrollers Office to Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
January 8, 1886, Office of lodian Affairs, L Received, 1886,

Neo. 727.

m‘Atem Mitehell and Dement to L. Q. C. Lamar, August 27,
1885, ibid;, 1885, Wo. 21802,



950 and a claim against the United -mmm.‘. Meschan's bill
in Congress asking for 95,000 in reparations wes transferred to the
Committee on Pensions immediately after his desth snd was attached to a
bi1l petitioning a pemsion for Mrs. m.m The pension bill was
¢mum,-¢m.u&-mu¢u‘=’mmu—mz.
1883, unti] her decesse on Jamuary 7, 1888, Death enabled Meacham
to provide for his wife better tham he had in any year after 1874,

It camnot be truthfully said that Meacham exploited the Indien
Service to his owm profit, Nor can it ba ssserted that he was a Feni-
wore Cooper idealist. His human vealnssses, egotisms, and asbitions
could mot hide his dedication to the cause of reform in white man-
Indisn relations snd his fundamental commitment to the concept that all
men, regardless of color or culture, should be treated with dignity and
respect, Although he himself never fully attained his smbition, he
heapt aluays befors him the mental comstruct of the ideal man, the kind
of man he wanted to de and s norm for gpetting reform goals. A clinical
psychologist, after snalysing Meschan's long letter to his dsughter,
said of him:

He 1a .m-mn,wunutmmum

conscious of his own weaknesses and attempts rather desperately to
overcome them. He is 3 very altruistic individusl, idealistic and

105yaited States Court, District of Columbia, 1882, Case ¥o.
ﬂ;nhﬂm.hm.oluh“l.luﬁ-(ml-n.m
..c.I

10680use Raports, No. 1346, 47 Cong., | Sess; Congressional
Becord, 47 Cong., 1 Sess., K.k, 1669.

107c1a4m Ho. 303, 721, Box No. 34575, Certificate Mo, 201713,
Orphas C., Widow of Alfred 3. Meacham,



1 feel that 1y it was always difficult for him to as~
suse v If be was & leader, he was an extremely insecure
one. . -l"‘mio-t"-l-l.thw
of a mon who could fit his father's shoss, he would have been able
to attain his beights. But on his own he must have been

Perhaps Bland was the "father" who lod Meacham to his greatest height
as & promoter of Indiam reform.

An examination of Mescham's Indian reform gosls in the light of
subsequent developments throws light om the complexity of the Indisn
prodlem and the insdequacy of proposed solutions. Citizemship and
severalty land were two basic reforms promoted by Meachsm and his con-
tesporaries. It was believed that private ownership of land accompanied
with knowledge of farming skills would sccomplish several things: 1)
It would partially sstisfy the Indian's love for and attachment to the
land of his fathers; 2) it would provide security agsinst removal by
land-grasping white man; 3) it would enable ecomomic survival; 4) it
would bring the Indfam into the mainstresm of the white man's civic,
legal, and econcmic life; and 5) it was the only alternative to exter-
minstion. With the founding of the Indian Rights Associstion im 1882,
severalty land and citisenghip were even more insistently urged. The
years of reform agitation finslly erystallised imto the Dawes Severalty
Act of 1887,

103py, Andrew Berger to E. Sterl Phimmey, August 10, 1%60.



The Dgwes Act made it possible for the Indisn to receive up to
one bundred sixty scres of land and United States citizenship. Unlike
other citizens, howsver, the Indian could mot alienate his acreage for
twenty-five ysars. With the goal sttaimed, public pressure for Indiam
reform relaxed, but the Dawes Act did not bring the hoped-for results.
Release of wuch Indisn land to & land-hungry public benefitted white
men more than Indians. Many Indisns were mot ready to move cut of &
_lml.tylﬂ.l-ltvm If he had lived longer, Meacham
would have promoted a process of graduslism with meximum sefegusrds for
the rights of the Indian. The Burke Act of 1906 promoted gradualism by
slowing the process of tramsition to citisenship. Full citizenship was
granted in 1924 to Indians who had not yet attained it. But land in
severalty and full citisenship did mot solve the Indism problem ia the
wey reformers hoped it would,

In the 1950's the Commissioner of lndisn Affairs was still
uuu*umm-dmu!nmxmmmmw
erty. He pointed out that laws against the ssle of liquer and fire-
arms to Indisns were mot repealed until 1953. In the same year the
sntidiscrimination law for the first time admitted that Indians had the
same rights as whites. The Commissioner smnounced as & policy a prin-
cipal declared by Meacham seventy-five years earlier: that the Indiam
should be subject to the seme lawe and given the same privileges and
responsibilities ss white men. Moreover, the Eisenhower administration,
for which the Commissioner spoke, pledged itself to comsult with the
Indisns and give them opportunity to express their desires and



m.m Meacham propounded and practiced this philosophy from the
time he became Superintendent of Indism Affairs im Oregom. He would
have been as much at homs with Eisenhower's Indisa policy as he was
with Grant's.

Mid-twentieth century efforts to assimilate the Indian into the
predominant white culture have mot beem highly effective. The 1953 law
that get up procedures for ending federal trustesship {s feared by many
Indians and by manmy of their friends. The Commissiom on the Rights,
Liberties, and Responsibilities of the American Indian echoes the voice
es of yesterday in declaring its attitude toward management of Indiem
affaira, It advocates gradualism i{n termimation of federal trustesship,
protection of Indians' individual and tribal ecomomy, recoguition of
Indian rights as inhevrent and independent of state law, strict observ-
ance of existing Indian treaties, retention of home rule by Indians
wntil thay ask to dispesse with it, contimustion of the Buresau of Indian
Affairs, and the creating of sn Advisory Board outside of Government
that would recommend policies and judge performance "from the standpoint
of justice and p—tmul.ty."m The last statement has the quality
of a direct quote from Meacham.

10%;1en 1, Emmons, "Future Prospects in Indisn Affairs” (n.p.,
uu). 3, 6, 8. A spesch given by Cosmissioner of Indisn Affairs,
Glenn L. Emmons before amnual meeting of Indism Rights Associationm,
Philadelphia, Penneylvenis, Jawery 21, 1954.

('ou ol -II 23
2?-28.6:" lm(h-& ’ . ' ll.ht. . .

Incorporated, begisatag in Maveh, 1987.
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Looking at Meacham from today's vantage point, he appears, mot
as a fool, but as a sincers, conscientious promoter of Indiam reform.
Concepts expressed by him still live in today's philosophy of Indian
administration. He may not have originated them, but be articulated
mdm&mmmm-mmum
Indian reform movement that had not previcusly existed.
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