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THESIS ABSTRACT

Jordan Brant

Master of Music in Music Composition
Title: Symphony No. 4.5: The Thesis

Symphony No. 4.5 was inspired by concepts in music
theory and composition from a broad array of genres and
styles. The first movement is in the style of a classical
sonata while the second takes the form of music from the
Middle-Eastern classical tradition. The third is from the
era of big band jazz and the fourth is a fusion between the
music of the Middle-East and a jazz band. The fifth and
final movement is in the form of a rhapsody but is heavily
conceptually inspired by the music of video games. This
work is a fusion and synthesis of these various concepts
and styles and serves to showcase their differences while
also showing their commonalities and ability to all be
simultaneously utilized.
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Instrumentation

Flute
Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone 1

Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxophone 1
Tenor Saxophone 2

Bassoon 1 & 2

Bb Trumpet 1
Bb Trumpet 2
Bb Trumpet 3
Bb Trumpet 4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
Bass Trombone

Drumset
Congas

Piano
Electric Piano

Classical Guitar

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello
Contrabass 1
Contrabass 2 (Double Bass)

So, I suppose the title "Symphony 4.5" is a bit odd. The reason for this is that when I started
this piece, I was still in the middle of working on my fourth symphony and I had already drafted
the plans for my fifth. It was quite a conundrum I was faced with. On top of having drafted plans for
my fifth symphony, I had also started drafting plans for multiple after that... So I decided, why not
call it "Symphony 4.5" and slap it right in between my fourth and fifth symphonic works
chronologically. This makes perfect sense. Oh yeah, I forgot to add that this is my master's thesis
for the University of Oregon haha. Funny how big things like that slip the mind sometimes...
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Take breaths as needed, I'm not trying to kill you
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V. Goodnight, Cruel Angel (BP9 A3, FEREELXE)

Flute

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone 1

Alto Saxophone 2

Tenor Saxophone 1

Tenor Saxophone 2

Baritone Saxophone

Bassoon 1 & 2

Bb Trumpet 1

Bb Trumpet 2

Bb Trumpet 3

Bb Trumpet 4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Bass Trombone

Drumset

Congas

Grand Piano

Electric Piano

Classical Guitar

Violins 1

Violins 2

Violas

Violoncellos

Contrabasses

Double Bass
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