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I
INTRODUCTION



;, fowns and villages have played an important pars in the

f'jf development of Oregon and rightly elsim our interest and
‘attention. Mich in them that we take cusually for granted to~

day had i%s badinning in & rieh beokground of events whish

played a signifioant part in the building of eommunity and state,

¥hat 48 now the 2¢ene of a qujet, orderly existense may onee

' have been the state of a seething drama of history., A study of.

sarly resords of these places often reveals a fasginating pageant
of diseovery, exploration, settlement, and development. There
wnfolds the kaleidoseopis transition from wilderness to populated
areas, from the gimple existences of trapper and trader %o the

- somplexity of modern oity life, or from the plodding ox~team

%0 thol flset transportstion of railway, highway, and airway.

We learn of the paths of privation and toil trod by the
early plonsers to transform the solitudes of western forests and
preiries into the structure of our modern scofal and business
1ife, We wvee safoty where onoe were areas of Indian mensce;
ssgurity whers lonely semigyant graves mark the ﬁmparatim ine
sssurity of other deys; plenty where there wes mt;' ease where
- batdships were dominantj paved highways where trails wers knes-
deep in dust) cattle grazing whers onoe the dbuffalo roameds
madarn homes on the sites of carsvan cireles and tepees; and ges
' e: '-l'utﬂouy where onoe played the elusive light of the
SAmprire, |

| Perhaps no point in the west is more rlg;h in historie
seaories or has played a more varied ¢r fmporsant pars in the



- Mistory of Oregon amd the West than The Dalles, the eounty

 seat of Wum amnty, Oregon. [Long known as the "Gatewsy —

| City,” 1%, from early times, played a leading role in the

sxploration and settlement of the northwest states. 1% has
been the rendezvous for every kind of people and a key point
for every kind of oscupation existent in the Oregon eountyy
from times prohistoric to the days of finel settlement, I%
has prodable not been surpessed, for sontimious pmninom,
by any ether point in this region. Other places have ({lamed

© into fame more brilliantly for a time, perhaps, but the prome
~ $neat plase held by the site of The Delles has been steady and

méuring.

It has besn the stopping plaae and rendezvous of Indians;,
explorers, trappers, traders, missiomaries, immigranss, miners,
soldiers, hunters, adventurers, and homeseekers., It has been,
4n ﬁmnuon, a trading mart for Indian tribes, & post of thcj
Hudson's Bay Company, & center of missionary ém\mvor. a
United States uintary fort, a milestons of pioneer travei,

and a stopping placefor the wheels of immigrant wegon israina,

A 14%tle later 1t begame for Et‘nmn Oregon, ths center of a
network of Jerkeline freightera, pack trains, the pony express,
#tagegoach lines, and, until the building of the Dalles~

' Galilo ¢anael in 1915, was the head of navigation on the Cole

wubia river. | ——
I was for many years a resting plese and supply ter-
minal for westbound 4{mmigrents streaming into the Willamet$e

| valley in the 1840's and early 1850's) 4t was a stopping



piags and mupply base for lmndreds of those same pecple as
M paiud sastward sgain in the 1850%s and 1660's on their
W to the mines of Zastern Oregon, Idebo, and Montana.

The Delles was the gateway through which all passed, soming

- oF going. -

Treils have played an important part in the history
'nr. the United States, The f(irst trails were made by the
. Wld mmn of the forsate and preiries, Mm made e
axt tmu, on which were enaoted dramas of warfare, the hut,
snéd nomadic seareb for food, Over parts of doth these treils
. ¥he white wan cherted his way into wnknown lands in his steady
mreh %o the westward, '
Two great trails, the Oregon trail end the Santa Fe
Ml, played stellar roua in western Amgriean history. Both
. §f them started from Independenae, Missouri. For about forwy
uiles to the present oity of Gaxdner, Kansas, they followed
#he sams Toute. A% that turning point the Sante Fe trail
Wranghied off to the southwest while the Orsgon trail forked
Ou$ $oward the nortiwest. Deep in the dust of the plains wagen
wheels, hexrds of oattle, and the feet of the pionesr wore in
thess trails russ from six to ten inshes deop, They were not
 pianned by engineers or laid cut dy surveyors. They bo.umt
of ne bridges, no csrefully planned grades; they wanded their
WAY soross plains, over hills, down valleyse~-always moving $0
e westward, writing new experiences on the pages of history end
m the lives of pioneers with moments of plessure, ine
9SNNSty sentiment, or tragedy. They took their heavy ol of




_#amualtios. "It hes been estimated that for each mile of
m aooo mile sourse of the trau, seventeen people psr mile
pid the priao of winning the ‘Orsgon Goumry" (1)
mau wore, perheaps the J.ongeat trails 1n hiatory. Long
m tho Isradlites moved fyom Egypt into Censan following &
:”*‘.Mta of about four hmundred MIes. Latey tha_som and Huns
poured into Central Barope over a trek of some six hundred
m$les, The exodusm of the Boers from South Africe into Trens~
ml‘na lsss than one thousand miles. The Oregon trail stre-
. yhed 1ts unprotoém course westward ror more than two thnu»
ssnd mtlea from the Mississippi eorxoss the plains and W
he mnyn of the Platte and Snake rivers %o the region of
e Lower Golmu. All roads led to the trail, It reapre~
sended the hopes and am‘bitiens, the vision and falth of thou-
mu who tmnhd it, Firat came the trappers and trum;
and then the early msuamu-. And in the wake of thoao cams
. Be mn emigrant trains whieh muoud whore they led.
The Dallss, near the eastern base of the Cascedes, was,
during the most oritical years of the mm‘utiom, the end of
e Otason trail, the gateway of the open prairie to the sant
emd the passage of e Cascads mountalns by river o the west,
M 1840 until 1545 when Bam;el Berlow forced a trail aoross
~ the Oamoades, the wnson road ended definitely at The Dalles,
and even in the years that followed, a lniga percentage of the

{3) Bmith, Addisen T., Addrems, House of Repressntatives, P. 16.



$smigrations, espesially that of 1858, ohanged from land to
river transportation et The Delles. A monument im the Union
Street j:art in thet eity, ersesed after Ezys Mseker's tyip over
the old Oregon trail in 1908, marke "The Emd of the Oregon
Trail, 1843+1859,% And on the hill in Soroeis park south of
$he town is an old immigrant burial ground where mn.y travelers
en the Strail were laid aw;

The trail crosses the Desslmtes river not far fyom iis
Jumetion with she Columbia, erossed what was known as "Nigger
mw, passed over Tem Mile Greek at the Multon renoh, then
turnsd left through & gap in the hille where i1t orossed Five
¥Mile ereek at itz gonfluence with Ten liie, erossed Thres Mile
ereek, and followed very olesely the present line of reilroed
tracks slong the Columpde river bank into The Dalles where 1%
ended somewhere near whot was later the boat landing. (2)

This was later the path of the Dellés-Jelilo porsage road.

The Delles is logated a short distanse below one of the
greagest sexies of cobetyuotions on the entire eourse of the
Golumbie river, a pleoe whieh hed %o be reckoned with by every

; ml: traveler upon the r:wz and a pleoe mentioned in virtually
. every sarly diery or journsl. Ko matter how plesid or unevent. i
‘ful the jourany above or below theas rapides some usigue oceuy-

ange, sometimes tragle, sometimes not, usaelly marked ihe passe
8ge of this part of the river and meny an historie ineident




E Here schoed the boat song of the Frensh yoyageurj here
uom-u bﬁsyzpu urged on the eleskening rowsrj here, %00,

" was heard the menaging sound of Indian war drums, Heze Indten

- and Indian, and Indian

488 white man matohed wits in many a olever bit of styategy

| and here was smoked mny & pipe of pesce, Mish property éise

fppeared here in the clutehes of the iandians and the river |

‘and many were she lives lost not only by llsts of the natives

' ht am tn she whiripools of the pewerful Golumbin,

‘ The goology and general topography of this regilon hl.u
~Jeen 80 apsoificelly end a0 adequately handled by other QMQ
At only s brief general desoription will be ineluded heres
Mr, Lymen deseribdes Celile falls, the historie mert just cast
af The Dalies, as & "woird savage plage” with orege of basals,
tust thyongh the soil Like glenohed hands, whish "seemed
Almost to grasp the rushing river.” (3) 7This was and is today
& fumous fishing gyound of the hdamm»mupm
fer travelers on the river until the Gcmwrmmm

' syound the falls, Below Celilo 1s the next 4iffigult plase for
yiver travelexs, the Grand Dalles or Five lile repids, formexly
Mnowa a8 the Long Barrows, the Dallez, or the Great Delles,
Adsxander ﬁéu descoyibes the gensral sspedt apround the long
‘¥ayrews es gloomy, lone, :M, barren, yot like coming ont of

- Right into day after the density of the tree lined river below.
'{4) Bere al)l the waters of the mighty river race tarough &
myzow basals ehute only one hundred and sixty five feed in

At 40 B A WA o 55 1B A 8 0 1 I A 0 S A 28 Av——————
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‘ft“ﬂwvﬁc femous river turned on edge. Many e traveler, to
Sagape the tedium of the portegs, steered boldly through this
botling emuldron always at the risk and often at the 9ost of
uto and propersy. This, too, has now boen overeome by
murmt looks.

, Fron m Long Narrowa mat the river opens out mtu a
ma. streteh of guiet water passing the site of the City of
fhe Dalles, To the sastward are the Ten Mile repids, formerly

dmtwn as the Short Narrows, Little Narrows, or Les Petits
!ﬁiloiQ» ‘(M Dalles Gity itself is nestied in e natural, curved
semieireht or smphitheator on the south bank of the Piver.

The ioaon around The Dalles was onoe the seene of &
t'Iimom lake bed which extended asross the entire valley wish
m farther margin against the Kllekitat moun tains, Anwuu
% Dr. Thomas Condon, for many | — professor of geology a%
“$hw University of Oregon, “what remains of this lake ded i3 toe
#ay an unbroken level, although surrcundsd by meny of the grende
ey sxhiditions of voleanis ina-outnqum\ power, proving that
M0 great violense hes troudbled the region since the waters ef
: mn quiet lake deposited 1ts sediment thora.f@) Many reliecs
Qi’ 'hu early Pliocens era have bdeen found in /mo Dalles
Mﬁ.’q, mu whish in the bones of a prehietoric came} |
Wh uut have been only twentyefive or sairty inches ush,
ul mrm foiasil plents the most interesting of whiuh are =

Qm of bireh, a bmnm bransh of scasis, and a group
# ok lsaves.




 The entize mrfase. of this reglon s of yoleante fore
tion, enormous messes of Yoloenlo rock being svident fyom the

mm exatward for many miles, Sometime during the existe

i s of he tnland lake some great disturdange ¢sused the

' glevation of the Justads Fange in & gigantis upfold. with mume

#rous voloances guring out on m surrounding mﬂry lave

5*7-‘ mna of enormous thiokness. Dr. Condon upnim that use
wally “yoleenogs throw out well defined strosms of lava, #0
- 4t tielr masses are unu: measured; but this uptbrusts of
ﬁmﬂ laves was most of 1% in shobted masses, bursting W
mm 1lige shesss of water mm broken ice %o rrmq over
gﬁ mtla' ('”

. MBst of this sesms %o have beon thrown out ia the sariier
m: of ths period of eruption with lesser outﬂmu in times
" simse, . The Cassede range, quiet now, probubly ceased sotivity

7.388g vafore the soming of $he white man So she region, though
8 fow individusls have commented on ao%ivity of M%, 5%, Helens,

~ #8 We north side of the Golumbia as late as the 1840%s aud 50'a

Inim- De Smes wrote in 1847 that "Ms, 5%, Helens, stands

m» Cowiitz to the east, and for some years past has been

_ metedfor 188 woleanie eruptiens,”(8) In Novemder 1842 Danied

240 who hed boen %o the Willemette statlen returned o b8

| m,nt Ths Dalles and reported sseing an eruption of ME,

q;.'mmm He says 410 "ejected sshes were falling with 8




£

Matelilm appeerance, eovering Sue leaves,- fenges, and stones,
#its & 1ight, fine, gritty substance, in eppsarense like hosy

i fyont, some spesimens of whigh were sollected.” {9) H. B,

Beewer, at The Dalles, desorided the deposit from this eruption
8% something like sand, in coler like ashes, and with $he-odoy
'8¢ silphur, (10) Desiring s dester view of the sruption, Mr,
-Buwer arossed the Columbia and elimded an elevation on the moxth
#ide where he observed a dark eleud of smoke issuing from M%,
‘8% Helens and noted thas dense volume of mmoke and ashes fyem

s nountein eontrasted”impressively with the sparkling snew

_‘n. the m:rmmuns poaks,”

lieutenent Fremont reported this eyuption and said that

" ashes ofoll at The Delles to & depth of obe half an ineh. OR
W0 8304 of Novembor 1843, Rev. J.l, Parrish, at Freneh
,Peairie in Marjon oounty about seventy five miles from the

mmn. with others, noted en eruption of Ms, 8%, Helens, He
mu taat they first saw ¢louds of bldek smoke m.‘wlu in
ma adout the mountaim while above this rose white em
OS melke, Finally from the top poured great elouds of ashep
sl masses of rosk, Hot lave poursd down its side, and inte
Bear branehes of the Cowlita rivez., Flames issusd . fyom the

mm at intervels of se¥eral months and after the eruptieon

fyom & book entitled of lliaatm w-".qw- )

R by H{;» %D&M igam Rihex Days io Wases X |
ll. hm G ‘mg’ "_5‘:; 'i‘] o . v' .

wummxm&wmuu&-mzhzﬁnu




10

ma fell on the eountry for hundreds of milese-at The Delles

: » fhe dapth of one half en insh.(il) Paul Esne zeported sess
fag 1% mmoking in 1847 end made & sketeh of 1t on Mareh 3% of
‘$st yoar. Theodore Winthrop mentiched sseing & Blseck spot
"ju the suow on the side (last erater) and wrote of 1% about
Ms (12)

A An Indian legend which mey have had 1ts origis in gee=
hmn reality (13) explains the formation of the region arcund
“Yhe Dalles as follows: Years ago after Sshele had broken dowa
.'b Bridge of the Gods, his sons, Klfekitat and mont, Mm.l
f‘?mlu over Looswit and when they quarreled great shests of
m- burst. fyom their poaks end they tihwew. huge rocks et ons
"mmr. But they did not throw fer eacugh. The roeks fell
_gm the great river end hlceked i%, Thersfore the river is
‘Wory marrow and very swift et that point, -Thus 1% is csiled the
Padles. (14) |

" Thvough the lava bads thus formed by the Cessads rengs in
_OAY)y ¥ims the Coludia has, thyoush the eenturies, wt its
_llr fn o swosession of zap&dn. swirls, falls end aroasseurrents
“ is ssrpentines its way through perrow chanuals between giganvic
m of lava, Adong its danks have been carved somber

: ﬂﬂuu of brownsbleok lava in forms of "terrsses, towsrs, and
,’“&M' cm

s




~ The nemes of The Delles and of Husee eountsy are both very
wmly sonnseted with the early histoxy of this roeglon,

.| The Dalles 1s probadly derived from the Frenen werd, gadse,
mnu by the voyagers of the Northwest Fur eompany and of the
'Mn'n Bay eompeny %0 the narrows of the river just above the
| mt site of The Bann. Ballss in Frensh, refers io a stone
m to flag gusters am was probadly suggested dy the bassaltie
”Mca in the marrows, where the river pours sthrough & Rarrow,

gmwnn gchennsl of fla%, mmm rooks. The nams im
m&ﬁ not, as is sometimes mannd, derived rrom the word
m mam troush Mr, MoArthur lists dalles on other rivers,

Matably tuose of St, Louis, St. Groix, and the Wiseonsin,

m of them, however, as well known as thoss of the Golumbis.(18)
. An ftem 1n the Dalles Mouptainesx wiggests that tue "present
] W meaning of dalle is e stone pavement, such as is free

i) found in cethedrals, But 1% was likewise mly applisd
h. #ieen at fish, instead of the more suitable word vy PERY
um Amxc we £ind gella, & condugtor of water; in the Germam
57 mtm; in the Spanish #8)lAvseeccsesin the Frensh dalle,
m"pt.yu, txoughs, watereways, or gsamls, The firet voyageurs
ll wir vay down the great river of the wes$, found many iittle
inm, WS tiis wes as Whey seid, Le Grand dall &s la Golumbia,®




i

The teym dalles was prodably appliied to this part of the
- ¥iver for the first $ims in Frenghexe's story of his travels in
 this pegios under the date of Apirl 12, 1834, where he employed
it to desoride the long marrows, (18) The narrows of the river
then gradually begame known as the Delles of the Golumbis,

The nemebf the commnity is legrlly now Dalles City dut
is eolloquially, end for historieal snd sentimental reasons,
known as The Dellss, Another reason for tiis sdoption is te
avoid duplisstion with Dallms, in Folk oounty, Oregons A poste
offies was established in The Dalles in November 5, 1851, with
the name lhma.‘ and with Williem R. G4bson as the firet poste

mster, On September 3, W.’: the neme was ohsnged %0 ﬂtum

mﬁ on Maroh 88, 1868, it was cham& %0 The Delles whieh it

has einee remained. (19)

o The mame Wesgo has been ths genter of soms dispute. IS

is delieved to have been derived mm mzng a gup or

amall bwi of herh, reforring to adip shaped rosk nsar the proe
? sent ':uo of The Palles, A moye tnq_umt auppuulon is that

1t has been derived from gup or fssin made by the tribe ine

habiting this region ana or vhi.cm my mo xnmm mwahant

the sounty,

Mrs, Viotor gim the raz.mm legend whish is often

used W mmt ze derivation of the namet

*The Indiesns being soclleeted at the fishery, o favorite
mt for taking ealmon, about three miles from uat, one
of them was 20 walusky es to lose his sguew, the mm of his
shil mormwntomahnuw This v abe would not

bs comfd s 884 the other eobildren, M&nf mt slamoye
out for thu:r mothey. Ia this Wyms position with

(12) Pranebers, Gabriel, Jarzatiy
(19) MeArthur, Qxeson Geoshw




wailing Mittds onu on his awkward maseuline hands, the fathar
was mnecnon give up fishing and betake hmllt %0 e
ing his babiesn, la upeumu having fulled, he et lengih
found that they were diverted by seeing him ux eavities in
rooks in form of basins, whieh they would £111 with water o

bhles, and ascordingly, as many a patisnt mother doss eve:y
%i adapted himselr to %m taste and eapavitises of his

dren, end made any number of basins they required.” (20)

Waseo being the name of the lhorn basin whieh he made,
his assoefates give tis name %o the ingentous fasher a
- ridieule of his domestie qualities, Afte:wards, when he ree
#olved 'to found a village at ¥inequatt and drew meny of his
peopis after him, the name was applied %o the seStlement,
Though the exnet derivation of the neme Waseo Seoms 4B

yot scmewbat indefinite and based upon sonjesture it is known
%o bave bm the name appyiied to & tribe of Mm zmxm
the reglon of The Dalles of the scuth side of the river, H¥mat
and uniform knowledge of she aspeeifie position and idenity of
these Indlens soems to have been lecking in the days of the
cariisst travelers and explorers if we are %o judge from their
Sournals and resords, Tho tride is not mentioned at all 4n
~the journals of Lewis and Clark, Henry, Thompson, or asy of the
~ very early men whoe passed through this mémnu; ¥r. Freloriek
Holman siggests that this mey have been Sue to the faeh that
4hey were so few in number and in such poor sireumstances that
they 414 not impress the early trevelers, Then, t00, most of
ﬁny iml&rm possed The Dalles when other Sribes were gashored
thezre in great mumbers so that the dindnative group of Waseos

- . ' " ‘ I

(20) Vietor, Frances




may have been overlooked as s tride. (R1) |

The first of the carly adveaturers %o mention the name
seenms % have bBeen Alexander Ross who waﬁ of Wissesowpan, (2%)
Somewhat farther om im his book he resorded the Indian ribes
on the main Golumbie beginning at The Dalles ss the iNsegooe
1noweigh, Wissegowpam, ¥issewhams, Wayeyamepums, Lowehim, Seawe
paw, and Yousmaetille.® (23) |

Other writes have briefly mentioned the tribe by Shw
neme of Wmseo, OCommenddr Wilkes, in 1841 wrote of The Dellies
Indians as Wassos. Dr. Elijah White and other missionaries
mentioned the Indien misaion at The Dallies as the missien of
Vasscopam, Rev, Hinos, in 1848, wrote of the Waseos and Wssgopam,
saying of ﬁe indtens and the eountry, "They are known by ths
mme of Weseo Indiana, .,‘“ ﬂmj eall their ecuntyy m&d the
 Palles, Wassopam.® (84), Lee and Frost spoke of Wassopam,
tut Danfel Lee, however, referred to the Indians only as
Dalles Indiens. |

De Baint Amant, here in 1881 and 1888, es an envoy of
the Mrensh governmant, mentioned the “asgos in enumarating
the Indian trides east of the Cascedes and wrote in one plage
of arriving at the mission of the Wescos (25) 8.7 JeComiek,
i2 his diesionary of Chinook japgon referred to the Wassos
while Armstyrong wrote of them es The Dalles tyibe, (36)

A ———— i o

L e
{R)) Helman, mmm: Vo, Sigfory of Sounties, Oregon Historieal
R2) Ross, mmur. RAir Hunte B '
33) :m&. Pe176. i
g é, Hyy SESEEE Pelb9,
838 ndlans ol 4k Oregon Historieal Quare



Paul Ksne in writing of his wanderisgs through the northwess,
stated that the "Indiens who reside and gongregate sbout the
Chutes for the jurpose of fishing, are called thm Skeen tribe.”
(87) but there ssems to be no other menticn of this mame. Nrs,
Flizabeth Lord, a pionesy whom sams $0 The Dalles im 1883,

. wyote of a treaty between Joel Palmer and the "Wasgo, Deselttes,
and John Day Indiens.® (25) In & atudy of Oregon Indians

" Henry J. Biddle lists the tribes for the midesclumbia region as
Wastos or Delles Indiens near The Dalles while above The Dalles
hs lists the Desghutes or Falls Indians on the Desshutes, and
the Wiem oy Weyeyumepams at Colillo. (29)

Whatever the exast statufis of the ¥asoos wes Shay une
‘Mnhhm were mmall in mumber and even though they lived on the
sgene of the greatest trading mart of the Columbia and m _
sapposed to have owned 1ts fisheriea in that vieinity (30) they
were probvadly somewhat overshedowed by the larger and moye powsr-
ful tridbes who mads the ¥esgo tferritory en annsel or somie
enmal rendozyous, |

Winequatt, whish means surgounded by roeky aliffs, is
the mme given %0 the wvillags of the Waseos loented at the
present site of The Dalles. With headguarters here the Wasges




mingled with tribes from all parts of western and meny parss
of eastern Oregon at the great$ fishing eenter a few miles up
the Columbis. The visinity of Mill areek was called Queness,
an Indian work meaning salmon troute(Si) Mrs. Viotor gives
© Gaiwgaltewhoslaslothi, meaning 6lons 1n i8s besuly, as tae
Indian neme for a fine spring of water nearthe %own and Shinme
areklath, the mountain denoting the sun's travel, as the nams
etamkhmu south of the town, now known as Sunset Hill.
{32) |
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The Wascoa were & branch of the Chimook tride and with
thelr neighbers, the Wishrams on the north side of the rive, st
the prosent site of Spedis, Washington, formed the most sssterly
division of that ptosk, the primeipal cemters of which were
The Dalles, Cathlamet, and the villages st the mouth of the
piver, Eastward frem the falls lived branches of the Shahaptisn
fumily snd the falls marked o 4istinet change in langusge and
dlaloct., The lamgusge of the Waseo tride would seem to have
ponsensed some rather cutstanding qualities. In 1885 s gentle.
man from the Smithsonien Tustitution made s trip to Oregom to
stady ethnology. He is reported as being "greatly interested
in the study of Indian langueges, and was astonishod at the re.
fined tongus spoken dy the Wum and ¥arm Spring tribes.” lsa)
Tnstead of the srudeness gmorslly assooiated with Indian
lsngueges, he seems to have found the langn:age of the Vasves
"t Do in meny ways complete and sonstructed om true prineiples.
The Wasees were not a roving people and, as we may judge
the comparetive permanenss of their wooden homes, were
e or less settled In village end commmity life. Wilkes tells
ﬁﬁtbﬁt the "Indians of this territory are nmot a wandering race,
88 soms have asserted but change for food oaly, snd each suscessive
Mwlu goenerally find them in their old heunts sesking 1t." (3¢)




‘¥ his s prodadly more true of the Vaseos than of surrounding
Aribes becsuse of their lecation 8o oless te the sdundant
dolusdia fishertes,
A The Waseo tribe claimed the territory extending frem
"mmmnm“-mwaﬂumm
-mmm sonnisting of prodablsy net more than 900 mewbdars,
the tride was greatly reduced by fever in 1829, Joseph Ians,
"MMuMM Oregon, visited them in 18549 and esw
$imated that there were sbout 200 of them with sbowt 130
 Wyunpew® Indians om the nerth side of the river, (38) m
Payt, however, visiting them in 1851, "found the Vaseopans
“Mamwuaaormcomaaxmammnu,m
Mm%mﬁxm, Mnuaumwmm
thich totaled 7o2. (36)
’” In 1885, as the white settlements croweded in snd the
white mants need for the site of the grest treding mart grew,
'\ﬁs‘mm&u&mm'm'n-mwﬁﬁ
gouth of The Dulles, They have been allowsd t0 Tetain soms of
" fhgtr Mlshing privileges end oach salmen sesson finds meny of
'them back on the fishing grounds of their sncestors in qusst of
fo08 %0 be preserved for the lean days of the winter,
"~ A gommn ploture of The Delles or Wasce Indlans painted
fv;m&rmm«mmmmwumu&
o ——
| 333! Mm&.. ?i.f’?.ﬁ:ﬁ"‘in&.ﬁ’& Tndien Poltey,




‘ Gsem wag a rather dark one, Thelr leestion so clone to the
gertages snd thelir svariciocus regerd for the white men's pows-
Ssstons built for them a Tepatation for eraftiness and sheewd.
Bess that bossme widely kmown, Few exrly jourmals wers written
without referonce to thewe chersoteristics, though osessionally
here and there we find writers who see exumples of more sdmir.
le qualities or vho present a defense for the existing evil

‘One w&t&; in his anslysis of Indien charaster; im the
Serthwest as revealed by a study of the early jourmals, Pinds
_h 1t many desirable qualitios--friendliness, mxmxa-u.
,W’“‘*" strong fumily ties, homesty, faithfulness, und other
@alities at times even suparfer to these of the white race,

Mt %o thishaypy pleture he makes sm sxeeption of the Indtans
tr The Mhn. He summarives thelr characteristies as followst

‘ u nany of %mlhﬁﬂ%ﬂngﬁ 1s ome m:&t;
b e m mm wgm nﬁ mﬁ; m

| ;Mmﬁa_ f

‘ nut olmtsmagthomﬁm%%ﬂmkm.
,',,/,'ﬁmﬂmmwmﬂmuruu. The mouth of the
 9lunbie and mamy other plades soon became viss.riddsn after
- Shw eldivent of treders But The Delles seems to havs beon 86
| ',*%Mgm'fﬁ)

%mm,otmm,mmtnhrnhhum

m, w OuBe»r % w!;m of the W’ anva)Mt
) .



 Masoos but o others whe mingled with them siso, Alexander
 Boes, who passed The Dalles inm 1814, reported to Johm NoDomald,
;i‘huumror'thokwrurmpmmt the worst |
. Indlans along the Columbis were thoss st The Dslles and ve.

,‘." forred to The Delles as "that noted haunt of Indian pillagers.”
' {38) In the same year, Ross, treveling from Fert Gaorge to

' Ms post at the She ¥haps with the spring brigede, wrotey

o "0n arriving at The Dulles,the most suplelous part of
s commuiontion, we found the matives mmstered to s nusber

ffqr:'bmxmwlnm-im. The war song snd yell warmed
38 oF their hestile intextions end the fwavs of our

mmmummww
Gt F prmi s & s e
hu an undisturbed pum.' {39

_ m:muormmummumscramm
EMM&-Mm.mMan.m

%mmmumummmnummm
]

;Mnﬂﬂhfnmm.m%mnam

nmmuaummmmz (40) The Ross parvby
mmmwuwmm«xumum’.m-m

ﬂ”lmtlﬂmmm vhose under-

m note, p. 119

A - N




mummum.;uym.mmm

- fration inspired the confidence of the natives snd made it
possible for him to de alwost snything with them,

| David Douglas, in this regiom om Narch 25, 1826, re.
‘gorded that the matives collected im grest mmbders and showed
& tendeney to bs troudlesoms when they did not get what tobaceo
they wanted, making neocessary s striet guard all night, "After
s tedicus nijfht, daydreak was to me partienlarly mﬁfj‘!ﬁ;
a8 might be well guessed, bDeing mirreunded by et least 450
mtoable,” (41) Zack of knowledge of the Indisn language mads
sonversation difffoult anmd 1ittle sould be doms by persussion,
the Indiens showsd consideradle sumning snd elevermess, throwe
ing water on the gun locks, snd resorting to sly devices imsn
sttampt to pillage the doats, {42) Imminent troudle was fimelly
averted when a chisf of the Cayuse (Eysuise) tride and three of
%ored & hole in the only shillimg” he hed end "the septum of
Ms 2sve being perforatsd, I suspendsd it to 1t with a bress
vire. This was to him 2 grest seel of Prienduhip.® (43)

. % o.K.Qg)'kl‘ G)n.!w.




Tlms 4o Shess writers and others single out the Tnilens
nmmumw«arw.m.
“M. on the other hand there are those whe seemed
&MM»WMMrW&!WWﬁM
fmmmmmmmmuqumtm.. |
. Davia Thompaen, at The Dalles in July 11, 1811, camped
288y upper repids or Detween them end the lower rapids. B
‘found mo treuble with the Indtans of this reglon, He noted
*"?Mmmxuu.mauuumzamm.mm
_ #er, and they were the least regular in their way of tehavier
o any wo heavs yot seen, At night they cleared off with 4iff.
Sty snd left us W go to sleep. A gale as wsual, sew ndthing
o the reported bed Todtans,” (44) This referense to "bed
Mm' avidently referred to ths record of the Lewis and Olark
mmmwmuamormnwm
$ournal of that sxpedition, | |
Gsteisl Pranchers; whe wade the portage of the Dalles on
 Agril 12, 1514, experiensel mo serlous 41fTlculty although &
mmmwammmx-mwm
Wl Reed, Prencherets sstimste of the Dalles Indlams fs tmter-
Emuwummw«m Be seys ofthem

i~

gm hempeon, Jearmal, 0.H.., Vel. 14,pg.60,




mnm:m rc!vtx
o -
, they bave s ready intellest

'mmmumm»mnhuuunmamxm
mwnmm.m.w '

Cei 'W Tndisns all Day whe assisted us on the
: m.g. and m - mxm_ with grest propristy, indeed

. - -
. gitisfied that 1f serious ovil or differences arises Lare.
mﬁnmmn 111 Lo ocur own fault es notwithatanding

B0 bad character they bear I adwuld not hesitate t0 pase up
ﬁmmﬁmﬂ&mlymmarqmm' (48)

nm.um,mammmmsmumm
mmmmw.mm Sinpson still
..,mmmuwmmmormmmmum
#i11fa1ly hestile ss printtively ouricus snd covetsus.

'um:m-ruaarmmuuwmam
tlagat mtcnnwmwmm. we pushed
ot ntmm.Mknmmmmﬁm.
)T"'Muﬂ %ﬁa they MW&(
1 a0 wore on

: mmmmumam,un

-~ lm-.' M)
m w the belief that 1in the mms Mo |
| Mhu m« almww-mmmmmmhu

——"




mwm»t%.:m&mua. o
. Sathanfel Wyeth, in 1832, feund then thisvish tut mot
@angerous, (45} Jason Lee, in his jourmal of Priday, Septenber
8, 1834, says f the Indlens mear The Dalles that "They wew
mid to be great thisves” (49) dut he mentions mo serious
froudle with them, They helped his party make the portage amd
ough s bundred or more of them srewdsd around and gensrally
sails misances of themselves there was apparently ne resl
$rrioulty, Iike mumy other tribes, they were capricious m &
-mwMWmiﬂw MMW&
memmﬁumumm:mnmm
daeide when the task was finished that 1t was worth a vest.,or
tousers, or s Nalf a doszen small presents, (50)

| Peul Xane, smong the Indlans in 1845, found those st the
*Ohates” "yory mmmercus and willing to be empleyed,® (51). Be
lMMWM’MﬁMMW‘“mm”M
mu%m¢ Colomel Will%am Thempson, Sm 1852, found
mmmg. |

' Father P.J. Do Smot was ome of those whe fuund good
"%mmmwm, He held the view that they probably
‘#3¢ not have mere viees then many of the white men, Whet eould

s Cctober 24, 1832,5curces of Oragom m:m

49} 1eo, Dis: . Yol, ¥ p.
Ei m-’ o iy

Sregon, ’tm

.




41

,,ﬁmmmmuwmnm.mmw
mmn.mmwmaw his, with
_MWM%&!&,MWW&Q%W
enselves against great mmbers might explain the "phunder.
tund® tendeney of thess Indlsns.(52) They eould hardly be gon.
mmsxywmmmumso:mu
ment, Father Do Smet found In their beliefs, sertain idess of
ﬁ@tmmtﬁs}

mumm.mmcmmmam.mw
hmummumwmmmmmum
mmmummwmmmwm
shite man, MW!M&M‘!‘%&Q&WMWM%
% spplisd to the Indluns of the Vasso tribe;

, *In respest %0 thelr moral chursctoer, :wmmn
m._m»wmr. a8y, that 1t 15 blacker than that of

and tems of thousends of their whits brethern in the
mﬁ.‘(ﬂ)

| Mwlmmummmm.mum
% be that whils many of the travelers and explorers of early

MJM &m in em,w 104
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was taken, 1t i rether interesting te mete that in neerly sil
fhe early records spesial memtion of some kind was made of the
Inttans 1n this reglon. |

namwnmmwwumxmmm
mu.mama.rmtmmmmagmnmamum
& grest sctive suriosity and a strong tendeney $o pllifering and
' Thess qualities mey not, of eturss, have deen charecter-
mu«rmm«nuuummammuaormmmt
mm»w«tmsmummnumomrtﬂm
$rpaon resorded thet "Ws were huily ashore vhen we were surr.
sunded by sbout o hundved snd fifty ssvages of several trides,
who wors all, however under the control of sne chief,” Heve,
w mist remsmber, centored, iw addition to the Wassow, the dedle
wasth of the many seasonably sengregating tridege...oustrels snd
'MufMMMMMMmMWn
nummmmmemmmhmmm
tasinded in the mmurammmmaw
hmmtmorﬁhnsim Though they were the restdmt
mmmamnmmmmammwwm
mwmwetwwmmm«t@uMM
times necorded expierers and trawelers,

The shrewiness and crafiiness of the natives of this
pegion might be explained by their losation, Their home was



'hmm-ramuwmmmmmm
#ith other tribes was unequal, Twugh they ewned the land
fhoy were comstantly forosd to mateh wits with the hordes whe
Mummmmmormwm. Washington
Irving, in his Agtoris, wrots,

- %mwmmm‘Mmummmm
B2 s S e T PO T e
gogues and fresbooters.” (65)

- In the sccount of ks sdventures cn the Ovegon, Alexander
Mgz wyote that durimg the salmon seasen there were probadly
mre than 3,000 Indians gethered in the rezion of ths mart but
st the constant irhabitsnts probadly did met excesd 100 pere
wus, (56) Surveunied by such » majority of fereiginers the
Wascos were undoubledly hard pressed et times $o malntain thelr
tiistencs end ldendity, The Kimse wers believed by some tedome
Wying srticles st their own price, (07) ¥ith such hordes of
Wried tribes ercwied into so small an sres there mst nossese
arily heve besn strife end warfare and s struggle for sxtsbemce
$» which the minority mist dovelep traits of slyness and & eke
Wy to offset heir lack of strength and in order to survive,
memm%mMmmam
muummuwm;-mm As 2 tribe they never

5‘ Irving, Asturis, gy 442. (Estimate of Wilson Price m)
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Mook up arms agaimst the whites but a few rensgades at 41ff.
‘erent times joined the hestile bands.” {58) Am artiele im
the Eountainesr gave the following deserintien of The Dalles
wmmum'msw!mmﬁm:

“of allthe Indiens u this reserve the Vaseos take
the load inceivilisa@itn, r farms, with houses mm,
wod sheds, feuces, (nmmmm@umtm
ditehes s and thetr lavge flelds of vhees, on
barleys mm.mmwm:mt wmm
r'm SRR SRt B R e
agross the mountains, |

One of the grestest of the Yascos and the one best
Inown o the white settlers was Billy Chimesk (ehristened
¥1l1em HeXendue by the missiomaries). His perents dlied whea
he was very ymmg, mﬁumhmnnormmuml
nmmlnmnommmmnmermunm
ary settlezent ot The Dalles, One of the best hunters end salmon
spperers of his tride, he was zmxnmwtmmwm
mmmmmumm D,y Cys with Lisutgnent
Framont, Ne returned with Frement to Californis where he 1ived

for a time ond finslly retarnsd to Wasos sounty vhere he dted
in 1804 st the Varm Springs reservation.(60) Another well kuown
@iof of the Fageos was Tilld who proved himself & friend &




more than one explover and treveler pessing The Dulles, Waem
e dted in Syptember 1834, eme writer vecorded in his jeurmal
‘the followings "Well, thought I, the white men has lest &
friend, snd leng will it be Defore we see his 1ile egaing” (81)

Relsgion and Customs
The Indfens of The Dalles were mmi'ntlﬁima end roe
"nmm being espeeislly under the spell of their medieine mén,
- "!!uni@hmmmmnu Iaﬁimmm&h

inging and deneing and Mrwhwmuhmmcﬁh
One mm@rormmmmw sm’

_for dmnoe which was. ummm:
| m;mm mnam.
mﬁ«etﬁnﬁumthw
: mtm« the spamared kmocking o
n1. MMUQ m
1ty untl uh?:maw by the evere
mwmnm- ‘ﬁamn {e2)
mmmwnmwmmmm
fire.onting wes presticsd to some degres. Durisl services seem
s have been rather slshorsts and buriel grounis wers sacved,
¥r, Yaller told Sumvel Hansosek, in 1645, of sn Imdian ehief
who had recently died aud was burisd e short distance Ivomthe
mission, A1l effests of the dead ¢hief wore Duried with himg
sswarel horses had boen shoy and plaeed on the burial pile,
and an Indian Soy whe had been his slave wes bDurded with $he
master, The boy sssmed resonciled to his fate, bellieving be

?n; Wc Narvattve )*m. 21, pg. 388,



#ould be of some use to hls master in the next werld. (63)

‘The Inftans held theiy dsad ns sscred snd often spske of Esem
enly in a whisper, Their gods ususlly were believed to in.
habit the bodies of animels, Speelynt, the coyote god was
thelr most saered and most powerful epirit. |

" In the rooks alsng the riwsr sbove The Delles on both
e Orogon snd Washington sides have been found paintings
snd esrving perhaps several thousands years old, Those om
the Tashington side of the river were probadly mads by the
mmmmmnammyumemummmw
_erly extended more than ome bhundred yards up snd down the siver
But they have now been partly blasted swey by railrosd eons
strustion, The Oregtn designs sre rather vague and indef.
inite whils those on the Yashington sids aro mich cleerer end
show definite attempte st plotures, smong which are thoss of
& full antlered olk end a grasshopper, bothilesigred In white
puint of some ¥ind, Other designs, whidh soem to be indicetive
of Phalllc worship have been found in seversl places, (64)
nsamtmm,m,mmmwmm
tended for veligious significance or not and they have desn the
pdnter of controversy for a maber of years, 3ome Delieve
that they wore religious symbole whils others belleve they wers

il

5 ‘




utterpts et avt, ond still others thimk thet they may have
_been signs er wermings which wers pleced there to be resd by
fvaveling Yodtans, (68) |
"~ Hore than oms esrly writer has commented on the temd-
sney to religious fervor evidensed by the ¥ases Indians and the
veadiness with which they svoepted teschings of religiom,
Father DeSmet seys that "mmidet sll this misery, there i fore
tunstely one redesuing festare, s constant desive to dissover
sttentive to the Joast word that seems So sonvey the slightest
mowledge of @ Suprems Being, and hemes the facility with which
" they belfeve anything that at all ressmbles the Word of God,"(65)
The Indiens of The Dalles dwelt in wooden houses wery
SSrforant from the tepee Gwellinge of those to the sastward,
Thess houses wers usnally 20 by 30 foet snd sbout § feet undsv
ground. Thies evidently was o pressution sgainst the hizh wind
of that eren, The sides of the underground hole were liwed
with gplit ploces of timber, rising Just ebove the surfuce of
e ground and ssoured in thalr plases by s pols stretched slong
the side of the building near the eaves, with roofs formed very
mich 1ike that comsom to us, Nesr the eaves were perforsted mmall




‘of sttack, The only entrance was by & small 450> at the gable
‘ond about 30 inches high and 14 Smohes bread, resshing only 18
. imehes above tha greund, The houss was éntered by pushing
eside &« mat tung before the door, orawling through, and desend-
fng Uy a small woodenm ladder, |
Inside was a oonbinetion of storehouse for drled fish
and berries, kitshen, living room, and bedroom, Such a himee
usually sccommbdated $wo or three fuxilies end sowetimes 20 e
30 pedple. On esch side srranged nesr the wall were susllbeds
of mats placed on little scaffolds or bedsteads, raised 18
"“imehes %0 3 feet frem the ground snd im the widdle of the room
"~ wns usually & pisge for the fire or fires, 3
The ehifef food of these Indiana consisted of salmems
pooks, b erried, gwme, and later s fow things they were shls &0
gob fron the white men, One chief at whose %0dge Nathaniel
Wyeth stoppsd guve the party some molssaes cbtained from the
fort at T™he Dalles, He had s large stock of figh dried for
Ahé winter.seeording to Wyoth?e estimate, about four boms, bee
sides roots wnd other fued, (07) One of their chief ococupstione
wes the drying snd storing of salwem, In the spring, teo,
they dug rasts of varicus plants snd mede them into cekes o be
stored for winter use, while in the fall they gathered snd dried
berries, Acorns, also, wore eollscted end prepared for use by

———

(7] wyeth, Joumel, Bllfott, 0., VeLZP. 146.



Vaking them end burylng in the wmd, (68)

Highwey woviars, sxecavsting nesr Big Eddy in Hevesber,
1020, uncoversd some dust.liks mumsies and reiles of copper and
stone carving which cansed a great del of interest for a fime,
One of these nﬂum a orude earved representation of a frog,
while amother was s csrved psstle which Siffeved from anythimg
else found in that wegion. {60) Other artieles found inmcluded
stone wer clubs, platn snd served bowls and sn  imstrument bes
Meved to have been used by the Indfans for drawing, Copper
 ernaments, cchog shells, end arrov heads were other reliss un.
earthed, Traces of fire snd wood sshes found mingles with ths
MM of tosean sielabons led to the suggestion that the soxly
iahabitants of the raglion usy heve orematod thely dsad, These
Pelics, however, while prodebdly mot prehistoris, sbhviously
&um;mﬂnaumnnuurmnmxmummuuarth-lmﬂamu:u-em;nmﬂmu
region who were living there when the white man ceme. Whetd
or not they were direct sncastors of the Wascos has not been
dsterwined, The mature of the relics found would seem to ine
dicats that even in that move remote era the home of the Waseo
Indisns wes the seens of a toading mert,

Many of the hadits and customs of the Wasecos typleally
prinitive, have been dssoribed by the early writers. One |
m:ammummirm»WMrmnzy

o

tss; '!lnz M. &v. ?. 1920,
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h%mwmmwm»mmzm. Townsend
describes much s practice as follews)

e obsarve on the trésts snd bellles of many of the
w&mmmaamnhmmm,mthum&m

The Indtens of The Dalles, tucked awsy in the darrem
snd rooky recesses of the Yamm Springs Tndien veservation,
Bheve almost yun thelr goursce s & race and are fast bedoming
s memory, Brought in close somtrect with the white rase, snfd
taught the madimsnts of the whits mants mw of sdueation,
tey have adopted many of the customs of the white race at the
same Time retalining some of thefir own, Att-mtﬁwy'm
. bepoms 0 3 great extemt a comglomevete nonenity) they have ot
sdeitted to the soelal or sconcmic order of the wiits men whe
hes guecesded to their lands and howes,

_  Lovg before the sdwent of the viite man the Indlans meds
the vicinity of The Delles en important Temdssvous for treds

s dertor, Here wore held yearly great enmual faiys for pare
pooes of trelsu..the Figftmicdovpored of Oregon Indiens, Three

.M) Thwaites, Townoeni's &mgn. Yol Ei. P+388.



~ plaves tn the Oregos ecuntyy marited these great treding greunds,
Yelrime valley, sbout cie hundrved wiles northsast of The Dallss,
Syragne River Valley, sbout tws hundred £1fty miles to the
suth, snd The Dalles, MI%n late an the early days of
the £ ur trade we have yocords of these great mesting places
where Imge faire wore held each year, Nspeclally in the fishing
seagon d1d people flock to The Dellss, There were two yesrly
wans of salmem, ome in May and ome in Ostober, The »iver wus
seyrow at the fells, malting the salmon essior to cateh,

sl1 distances and divesiions, EHore came Indtans fras the nordh
- Wringing horees,buffale robes,furs, skins, robes, dried buffalo
mont. snd similer srticles, to trede with the Indians frem the
south for sking, dried mests, hamp, camas rpots,and all) kinds
of berriese«sblusborries, raspberries.salsl, currants,andbeny
#thors. Prom the west, from the reglion of the lower Colub fa
and along the coust came other tribes bLrin:ing emmnitien,eloth.
ing, blenkets, knives, sxes, fishhooks, tobages, and many other
avticles which showed evidence of comtust of these tribes with
whiite tradevs sleng the coast, Here ceme the Nes Perces snd

. Gayases with horses, the Kllekitats with wespons of war or the
Mnt, the Klsmaths with dried ventson snd bear skine and yobes
or the big homns of mountain sheep, snd the Holallss with sidny




.

snd dvied venison,bo eakhange tham In & rict of sharp trading
snd bargaining snd geadling, With all of these the lecel trides
treded and dartered dried salmom and other thinmgs, (72), Boeldes
 dried snd smoleed fish the Yassce traded pemicsn, salmen meas
sleaned and peunded fine snd pasked in hempen sacks, A sack of
this usuelly weighted 80 or 00 pounds and was worth as mich as
s horse, (73)

Pather DeSmet resords thet "Indtens Tlock hither from
difforent quarters of the interior, %0 attend, st this deasonm
e:mom.wmmwu.msummm
time for rejoicing, gmdling snd feasting) the lomg lemt s
passed; they have st lest assendled in the midut of sbundencses
ell that the ¢ye osn seo, or the nose susll is fish, end nothing
tut fish, Piles of them ers lying overyaieress.ss..” (¥4)

In summrising the charecteristios of the “aseo Imdimw
 omo mist bear i wind that in meking genersl statemente dew
vived from the tostimony of the exrly jourmals there srises the
mmmuy of segregating the small band of Wasess fyom the
maeses thet usually hewnted the regleom snd ecnsidering them as
& single group, Howewver, a8 nearly ss this can be dome, it
would seem to present the Waseos in s somewhat favorable light,
scmparatively speaking, deppites their odvicus failings, Ce feous
sovetous, snd thievish, they were mever us & band openly hostile

amamwmm,mas, 1869.

&i " ’n m
Wt D233



amd novor mede war om the white msn, Capripricicus almostie
ehildtstmess, they seemed, nevertheless, willing to work en
ons as vos illustrated in the Imilding of the mission
by Les snd Periins, Though many of their customs were extree
moly erude snd primitive, and their hadits of living and sating
were oftes dlsgustingly unplessant, they showsd evidenes of a
rosdy intellest, s sertain shrewdness and s tensoicus mewe ¥,
o8 well as & comparetively rofined though primitive lungusge
sad a promisingly religious netare., Wiy they mede oo 11ttle
yrogross mmd falled to MIFI11 their early promise 1s probebly
‘% Tosult of many influences to detalled for the ssope of this
paper, Suffion it ¢o say that emall in mmbors though they
woro,they were able ¢ ~alte an impression, good or bed, on all



Among the pines nsar she south boundary of lalles
City a slender, basaltie pillar rises abruptly, forming a
. patural pulpit from whieh in pledaant weather, the early
missionaries preaghed to the lndians. It was first used
for religious services in 1838 and 1s 8till used today
onoe & year as the sosne of Easter sunrise services.

Originally this piller had two pinnecles rising about
twelve feet from the base, OCne of these was chiseled off by
Daniel Lee, the first missionary at The lalles, for a table
on which to place his Bible, The other is used as a seat,
On this rock eaci: Sunday Lee mounted and blew a horm whieh
could be heaid agross the Columbia, to cell the Indians W
prayer. (75)

The first missionary work among The Delles Indiens
begain in the spring of 1838, when Jason Lee placed Rev,
Daniel leo and Rev, H.K.W, Perkins in oharge of missionary
work there as the first branch miniion of the Mathodlist

olaroh in Oregon. The Dalles had long befors been considered

a promiaing point for a mission end was probably first eon-
sidered for a missionary settlement by Dr, Whitman, Spalding,
and Gray in 1636 when, however, nothing was done, Grey being
the only ons definitely in favor or”a setiliement,

On Mareh 82, 1838, Lee and Perkins arrived at The Dalles

£76) Qregonien March 23, 1908 pe 3.
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in cances and selected for their mission e site on a small
elevation in what 13 now known as the Wiley bloek just soross
the street from the ghigh schoolewwayproximately 308 Vebster
street. (%¢) Near here was a "valuable spring "or water,

same rich hxﬁ, and a grand supply of timbsr, omk, and pine,
and an slevated and pleasant loeation for a house umn in
their shade; with e fine extendsd view of the Columbia

river, three miles on either hand,” (77) The high school
grounds and the athletic fleld uzé pers of the mission ground
and the'apr;ng, long ¢alled Amotaﬁ, furnishes .ert of the
water for the school and nearby residenses, (78)

On ¢nis favoxl spot they pitohed thoir‘ tents and comme |
enced the work of building for proteeticn ageinst the summer
sun, On April lst, work was begunh on a house. With no teams
and no oonveyanses of any kind the problem of securing builde
ing material was difficult, Fortunately, here the natives
proved more willing to assist than in many places elsewhere
and gave their services free, dragging in timbers e atiék at
a time end packing in shingles an horssback from the mountains,
mkipg it possible to finish the hpnse before winter,

During the conatruetion of the buildings plans were made
to eateblish a mission farm, To do this 1% vas negessary %o

ive Mrs. Crandall, W
77) lLes and Frost, Dp. 2.

(78) ¥re,. cr&nm:.) The Chronicle,




get supplies from VWillamette or Vanocouver by eamces end
several trips were made down the Columbia for this purpose.
Daniel Lee also made an overland trip to Walla Walla for
“horses and one to Willamette station in September, 1838, for
cattle, {79) With ten horses belonging tc the mission and
ten bdelonging to the natives, lea set out, After mich harde
ship he arrived bagk at 'I‘he'Danes on the 5%h of Ootohei- with
- fourteen head of catile, the first herd to be brought to Ths
Dalles, ,

In the meantime the mission had besn visited on April 7,
1838, by Jason Lee, P.L. Edwards, and others on their way from
‘Vanoouver to the States to ralse funds for Oregon missionary
work, They made & twoeday visit t0 the new mission, going
from thers to Welle Walla, From Walla Walla, Jason lee, write
ing back %o his mephew, Deniel les, had the following to say:

: "eessssbe 8trong in the Lord,be firm, and let not the

Indians trifle with you, let them know that you mmat be yee
speoted, and whenever they intentionally transgress bounds,
make them fesl the weight of your displeasure, I say the son
of your late ghief Tilki, and think you hed bhetter teke
.measures if possible to bring him under instruetion, or by
some means get some influenass over him, for he will, if he
lives, bde a great blessing or a gurse %0 his people, He will
some tb you befors long." (80) -

During the winter Daniel Lee stayed et ths mission with

a Mr, Anderson, an Amcrican, ronéing and gsttiing the farm ready

79) Lee and Fros$, p. 188,
80) Brosmang C.J., Wg Ps 96



In the spring of 1839 the farm was begun but d4id not prove
very profitable. About twenty esres were planted in grain
and vegetables on ground irrigated from the spring. Cropa
were small end part of what was reised was stolen by the
natives, (81) 4

By autumn of 1839 & substantial settlement wah undey wRY.
A one and one-half story mission residence had been gompleted.
This was a 10g house thirty by twenty fee$, witl two rooms
on the lower floor, living room and dining room, and eix
mmell rooms on the upper floor, a sehoolroom snd nﬂné room
for the Indians, Undernemth was an eight foot celler, Other
tuildings sdded to this structure that eutumn were the chureh,
schoolhouse, and a anall workshop. (82) Thomas J,Farnham,
in his "Trevels in the Great Western Plains,”™ gives the followe
ing desoription of the ehurah which wes being built when he
visited The Delles} | | |

"Ita architeoture is 2 ouriosity, The frams is msde in
the usual form, savs thet instead of four main posts a2t the
eornsrs, and others at eonsiderable distances, for the sapport
of lateral girders, there were sleven on eaoh side, and agx
on sagh end, besides the coruer poste~-all equal in size and
length. Ba%ween thessbilleta of wood were driven transe
versely, on whieh as lathing, mortar msde of glay sand and
atyaw was leid to a level with their sxterior and interior
Taoes," | .

Farnham mentioned the intention of the missionaries to
eultivate the land, 20 aeres of which was already under oul-

tivation, end stated that a grist mtil, a saw-mill, and other

82) Brosnan, p.i67.



mashinerp were eontemplated., As we know, these plans were
nevey e¢arried out by the missionaries, AB‘arnhm eatimated
that the "rruit of the oak" should support about 1000 lwél
Mm the middle of August to the middle of Apru. while
pastm'ago in the vicinity was good for sheep, hnrno;, and
cattle. ¥Five aseres of unirrdgated ground im 1839 produced
25 bushels of mmall grain; 76 bushels of potatoes, and
"gonsiderable quantities of other vosoﬁables“ and, he bee
lieved, should produee more 1f it were irrigated.

In the winter of 1839=1840 revival services were held
et Wishram where Lee amd Perkins daptized more than 850
natives., In 1840 the mission was reenforeed by D, J. L.
Babuoek, HoB.Brewer, and J.,K, Frost and families and Ers,
Daniel Lee, making the firsi real settlement, Brenr sans
in capanify of manager of the farm which noé,n gonsisted of
sbout 70 aores, (B83) .

A quotation from a little vook put out in 1854 by the
Sunday School Union, entitled,"Sketehes cf Mission Life
Among the Indians of Oregon™, gives some interesting side~
1ights on the 1life of the Byewers at The Dalles mission,
and - includes a detailed desoription of the mission grounds |
at that time,

Rty g gt s g Lo e NN

ebode and dDuilt even in its roush style uth muoh labor and
ingonvéniences The logs were brought by hend, with the ajid

(85) Myrs, BMRQJ.fOI‘d. QOB!‘:QJ, Vol. 15}9‘ 24



of the Indians about eighty rods, The Boards of the floor
and a0iling were sawed out by heand. The shingles were wmade
twelve miles fyom the spot and brought on pask horses, At
first it consisted of one room, but now a kitehen and weode
shod bhad been added, The precise site uponthe upper, socuth
bank of the Columbie, about half a mile from i¢s echannel,
The front door of the house opened toward the river, in wikh
direotion was a fine yard, insolosed by & high wall of eargh,
affording & plessant playground for the children, IFrom
the south end of the house the door opened into a square of
neerly an agre of ground of "Common” or publie promenade,
Upon the opposite gide of the squers, on the south, stood
the chureh, a glain log building and near 1t a sohoolhouss,
which, {f not beautiful to theeyes es many which orneamens
the growing villages of the States, was t© the eye of the
-~ Chrissian very bdeautiful., On the cast was the house of Dr,
Perkins, who head assisted,ss we have stated, $o commence the
¥issiony opposite hie renid&mm. on the west, waa what the
missionaries pleasantly eelled their ‘eivilized barn,”
begause it was in the siyle of those in settled parts of the
eountry, Near this was e workshop, which completed the set3loe
ment of the whites. A short distance from the sguere wes a
beautiful spring of pure water, which the Indians oalled
'Waso0', hence the nams *Wasgopem®, whioh sometimes give
title to the Mission. (B84)

To Sir George Simpson, at The Ualles ih 1841 the missmn
presented the appearance of eivilization and eomfort. One
of the things that impressed him was the fast thet hin party
saw growing timber there for the first time since they had
lert Olnanagam He tells us that

"On visiting the establishment, we were muoh pleased
with the progress thet had besn made in thres yearsww-the
missionaries ssid that they were as happy in their new home
as they eould expeot 10 baj at the same time thet they had
not found the land of promise whigh thoy eame t0 806K seses

Mr. Lee,(Daniel) head of the mission acsompenied us %o
cur snosmpment ¢o sapperj and while the meal wes preper-

{647 Bketehss of Wission Life, (suthor umknown) QMOTatioR
aken from cilsrinme and Pilopesr ps 218,




ing we enjoyed & dnluima bath by mnlight in the streem
that now gifittered so plesidly before us,” (88)

At fird the mestings with the Indians were heln outside.
" A few scattering stones afforded seatz for scme, and others
. sat quietly upon the ground; a menner of sitting to whioh they
are imn. used am‘vhioh they prefer %o eny other," (86)
later the meetings were held in ‘the house mentioned before.
Sometimes it was moen@rﬁr $0 hold them in both houses at the
same time 80 great were the nunbers, Every momning and even»
ing they csme. The missionaries preasghed as Wishram, to the
Kliokitats, end down the river to the Casgedes, working abous
 f1£%y miles up end down the river, By 1839 there were mume
arous gonversions and in A'sho min 1829 and 1840 wonsideradle
religious etaitemnt seemed %0 have preveiled amoﬁs the
Indians of The Dalles or Wasgopam mission. 4 notable series
of revivals was held in the spring of 1840, probably the
largest held in early Oregon. dJason Lee pitened his tent a$
the fbot of the rooks about six miles below The mm md .
thires milss from the mission at & place salled Cowebelaps,
where he was surrounded by dozens of wigwems of the natives.
(87} Daniel Lee ropertid ubonf 1300 indiens pregsent fyom
villages slong the Casgades, "from Wishham end Caslsseo, and
from the neighboring ¥allshewallahs, and the Clickatats," (88)

{85) simpson, a A pL a Journey Round $he ¥World, Vol 1,

Bﬂ‘ » Po
les snd mn, Pe 189.
88) Ibid. Do A0,



About 1840 things degan to go wrong with the missionsry
attempts i{n Oregon and the next few years saw the abande
oment of most of the brangh posts 4in the region. The Indians
 had proved fatrmotable and the interess of most of the misse
ionaries seems to have turned more to business end less to
the task of eonverting the natives, (89) In 1844 Damiel Lae
and H.Ks Porkins left for the east end Rev, Waller same %
The Dalles %0 take their plages. in the ssme year Jason Lse
was rmua and was succcoded by Hdh' Geos Gery who had been
sent %o Oregon %0 reduee and keep down expenses of the work,
Mnr after his arrivel all mmh misaions were closed exe
uﬁ the one at The Dalles which was maintained until Angust
1847, when it was trensferred %o the Freshyterian missions,
The lay members were all discharged exeept H.B, Brewer,

They were allowed & sum suffigient to enmble them %0 reash
the sasternsiantes or encugh property to equal traveling exe
penses if they chose to s‘uy; Many shose to stay.

In 1847 Rev. William Roberts who had suceesdsd Cary, ene
tered into an egreement to transfer the Dalles mission %o
" Mareus Whitman, Waller end Brewer transferred the station,

& eance, farm implements, and grein and household furniture
for $600.00 and agsual possession was given %o Dr, Whitman
who put the mission in cherge of his nephew, Psrrin B.
Whitman end Alanson Hinmen. (90).

o Oregon, pe 47.
’ "a‘)vl ”)p. 24.
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By the time the tranafor was msde The Dalles, which
for nearly a decade hed besn settlsd solely by misstonaries,
was begimning ¢ be sffeeted by the fmmigeations pouring
through its gates on the way to the Willamette walley,

Then followed the Vhitmen mssesore of Nevember 20, 1847,

and the Cayuse war in the following year, Perrin "nitmes
left The Dallss end suring the war velunteer twoops were,

. with his permission, stationed at the mission. After the
war thess wore withdrawn but missionary work was not resumed
and only en Mhaioml traveler ooscupied the bulildings, (91)

The massaere virtually closed all sastern Oregon to
the white people for sevsral years: A letter written by
Captain H.A.0, Lee, stationed at Tho Dalles to Bishep
Blanshet of the Catholie migsion st Walla Walla, £lluatmates
m state of affeirs at the end of the wars

. 15’
"Rev, lessrsi.-As Superintendent of Indfen Affairs, 1t be-

cones my duty to Inform you, with all dus respset to your
ssored d8g, that it 13 desirable ne further miss! :
efforts = be made with sny Indians east of the

Hountains, until the presenie of well.organised and dis.
oiplined troops, under sommand of United States offiecers,
shall sender sush offords safe and leious, AL presunt
the relstioms between the whites snd the Indiens ere tod
prosarions to sllow missionary labors with the Indisns to

‘91) Iid., Pe 3B,



bo oither m&.or effesiive of good, So soon as olir.
R S T X
$0 all Christisn missioneriess at present eg denands
that 1t shall be olosed against all.” (92

fhe Cetholies eonformed and suspended labore in the
hostile distriets, Bishop Blenchet, however,remsined at The
Daelles whore, on Mey 18, 1848, St, Peter's mission was es-
tablished with Rev. Rosseau ss first peastor, DBlenchet laft
in October 27, 1850, for Vancouver, and in 1851, shortly
after his ordinstion Fev. Mesplie, later to become a prome
inent figure in Dalles history, was sent to succesd Rev.
 Rosseaw, TUnder his direction twe log buildings were put
up near the siﬁa of the present Cathollie cemetery west of
the eity, one for & ¢hurch snd one for e pastorate, The
shureh was burned in 1882 ond sgein {n 1885, being replaced
each time,

Rev, Hesplie took charge of the missionary work
among the ¥ascos and other Indians snd used his influence
¥0 ¥sep them ocut of later Indian wars. "Durin: the perted
of hostilities he was in commumication with the various
m1itary posts snd kept them informed of the hostile plans
of the savages, " {935) In 18965 he was succeeded by Rev,
Vermessch, (94}, |

92) Bousa Ex, Doe, 38 Brown, p, 416. o
03} O'Hara, E,V; Catholle Hiastory., p. 202. -
04) leckley, Pred; HISESFy OF the Columbla River, p. 930



Dardung this tims the Yethodists wore holding ceoss
fensl services st The Dalles preparatory to the establish.
ment of e permsment chureh., ESev. James Gerrish presided
from time to time as 414 Hev, Guatavas Hines snd Revw, 0.X,
Berry., (95) In 1858 Rev. H.X, Hines came to organize a
elmrch and ‘the Hethedists had a second begimming at The
Palles, Bs bought a fourth of a bisck for $178 and doneted
it to the ehureh, In 1858 e chapel was Built by the resident
paster, Rev, Kelly, snd In 1861 s large church was uilt Sure
ing the pastorats of Rev, J,F, DeVore, Im 1879 Rev, Hines
returnsd and sided m eresting a parsonage snd enlarging
the ehureh,

The Congregationalists began in The Dalles in 1850
in the court room over the jail, In Septembsyr, 1850, the
first wmeeting was held snd the first church organized with
Rev, W.A, Tenney as first pastor, lr, Temey was sucoesded
in 1862 by Eev. Thomas Condon who started plens for the cenw
struction of a churceh vhich was eompleted Ly the sumxmer of
1884, 4pticles of Incorporstion of the First Comgregetiomal
thureh of The Dalles were filed in 1867 and Dy 1875 the
dhureh had 97 members. | | |

2861 merked the coming ef the Baptists to The Dalles.
Byra Fisher bought & small plase about four miles from the

(95) Tbid.; p. 938.



sity snd started work. In the hard winter thet followed they
fost most of their stock end living was 41fffeult, There
ware few Bapiists in the commmity but by 1885 & fow had
boen resruited and meetings were held in the sourt house at
first end later s eongregation of 18 memders was organiged
bat due to lack of revermie Fev, Figher wes unsble to give

211 his time to the work, He divided his time Letween his
eongrogation and his 1ittle farm and is sssertedly ome of

the firet to prowe the suparierity of Dallea chorries, now

& woridimown produst, {(96)

imong the last of the religious denominations to some
o T™he Dalles were the Epissopalisns whe seme in May 28,
1578, Various members had visited there Defore this tat
the vlmreh was not pmnttytrpn;m&mﬁlm Soverel
menbers of this ehmreh have besn outstanding in The Dalles
history among whom was Rev, Themes P, Sgott,

Though the Nethodist mission station at The Dalles
had been sold to Dr, "hitman, after the territerisl jovern.
ment of Oregen provided that "$1tle to the land, not excsed.
ing six hundred and forty acres, now cecupled as migsionesry
stations among the Indian trides ins 8ld Lerritory.....de
ssteblished in the seversl religioms nocleties to which sd &
stations respectively beleng,” (97) The Nethodists lald
elaim to the lund on which thelr mfssion had been bulls,

i_ Maher, 9& ﬁ
; Oregon Archives, Yol, T 1850.1851 p. 3'7.




This ineluded part of the militery reservation and the land
on whighpart of Dalles City was builit. The desth of Dr,
¥hitmen had prevented the oscupation of the station by the
Mpgriesn Board HMission and the draft which he had given the
Eisstonary Sosiety of the Methodist Episcopel ehareh hed
not been presented for paymemt. In Harch or Fedruery after
the pessags ef the land ast, srrangements were mede to have
the draft re.trensforred and esncelled, (98} In Februsry.
. 18859, the Soefety shtained from the American Bosrd, s formal
guitetlainm to the premises, although in Novembder, 1688,
. Hegsrs, Walker end Esls of the Amerisan Board, “profess.
ing t0 ot upon a power to them from said Bosrd dated Feb.
raary 28, 1882, for s nominael considerstion, hed eonveyed
the premizes sudfeet ¢t the military reservation te Messrs,
¥ M, HeCarver snd Smmsel S, Wnite.” (99) The Soelety then
pat i a olaim for sompensstion and aithough there had beem
no oscupancy of the grounds dy them sives the "ssle”, Come ,
greoss, on the regsommendation of Major Raims, paid $20,000,
for the satisfactiom of the slaim and $4,000, for destwuetion
of property upon the mission claim, |

The Seclety them put in s clsim sgainst Dalles City
for land sssertedly belonging to the misaien claim and which

.A

(98) Ers, iskelford, lissien Claim to The Dalles, GHQ, Vol.
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was then being settled Uy citisens of The Dalles, A, N,
Armstrong wrote in 1887, |

"2 gontention has srisen 3 to W are thagemum
of the soil, The law having donated one section to a ¥iss
1on, the Hotholists claim that the title i3 still vested In
thattewsthey left thelr olalm during hostilities,whieh they
do not consider e forfolturs of thelr »ighte, (100) The
City of T™he Dslles brought suit for 112 asres and the cese

s tried in the United States district sourt vhich rondered

s deooinion In favor of The Dslles. The Sosiety appsaled
the ezse to the Supreme Court which uvheld the deeres of the
sireust sourt though 1t was not until 1883 thet the title
of Delles City to theso lots was finally clesred and in 1885
the lots were formally oconveyed to their verious m.

This 1s necsessarily 2 very Urief sketsh of the uission
_ ﬁhmmw which in dotsill 1s much oo long for this
 paper and which has been rather thoveughly written up by
Hrs, Shalsliferd snd others in papers on that subdjest alene.

Viowed aes s whole, the missionery work smong the Ine.
 dlans was not gucesssful snd mot in fulffllment of the ex.
pectutions of those engaged in 1t, The Dalles was no ex.
seption, 'ﬂ‘hiam‘ymcmtmscmﬁuatmm
_ that the Waseo Indisms seemed maturally rather religiously
inclined end seemed at first so responsive to the teschings
of the missiommries, Various secounts have eppesred from
time to tht/&w in ﬁnm with the missions of Oregon,

{300) Ammsa Oregon end Washington, pe 88,




comnenting upen the condition of these missions and offere
ing opinions for their failuve,

Iieutenant Wilkes, on his trip through Oregon in 1841,
was not nt. all favorsbly impressed with the missiocnary
achisvements smong the Indians, . {

*The mmber of Indiens within The Dalles mission, "he
wrote, "is reckoned at edout two thoussads &8 but e few of
these, however, had any sympton of reforms shown iteelr,"{101)

mmmu,hwmﬁntmtmm
jeing done im the material than in the spiritual 1ine since
those (missioms) of the middle seotion sre susscesding well,
and, althousa 1ikéle amsmm in the e-nvers

et I DA PR I T e

m nnm! arts, "sriioularly that of agrieulture, which
hes had the offect, in s measure, to sttsch them o the seoil,
eonstruet Better houses, exchenging thdre corn, and so forth,
with those whe hunt, for Buffsle mean," (302)

- In amether place he oxprossed the opinion that 1ittle
mmwmmt&mﬁnﬁm m@é !;tg:;:.
- nstives, "They are nelips ogs o2l

timtion of m‘mum farns and of thelir owm

;cmxmamummmmmmmmxm,

moet of them ha selected lands, Az far as my personal
shserwtion went, the part of the sountry where the
missionaries mmo there are very fow ‘md!m.md thcy soen
wore oesupied withthe settloment of the coynty dnd in egr.
feultural pursuite than missionsry labors,
38r Ggorge Simpson is even more sondemmstory of the
nisstonary work in the Yregon seuntry. In s dispaten to
officials of the Hudmen's Bay Company, dated at Port

ymmur on Hovesber 25, 1841, he msnd the epinion

{%;%ﬁu o ongnﬁ’xﬁum
( sory W""" o
Taiay, Jopors 0.0y, Tol. 22,0



ihg% *The American Nissionmaries are making mere rapid proge
ross in the extension of their estabdlishments and in the
tmprovement of their farms, then in the estensidle cbjests
of their residence in this coumdry, ss I canmet loarn thet
they are suecessful, or taking much pains ¥ be so, in the
moral and religions imstruction of the natives, who are pe-
mxrmmwmmmcfdam inculated
in this quarter,” (204)

smmmmmmwmﬁ 2vin T, Mﬁh,m
connected with the Fresbyterien misston st West Tualatin
suggests other reasons wvhy s work of the missiommries
pight not have been suffessfuly

®You hewe perbaps heard thet we have gimwpm
¥iesion among the Tndisnsy dut we still liwe in the seme

mie%uuugm ssionary
*%mwxmtﬁihgmcmnndm tomasm
dly coming in end Lalting

Esigrants sre yspi azr
The Hethedist Hission have slse givem up the! mtim
- in thta part, They have ome station at The Dalles, farther

up the mumouhmmemm‘m
have mich yeasen to mourn over Ziemg the rit of the
worid 1z hove toe mash, ever in the hearis of e

Christisnse scoesses” (108)

Colonel J,¥. Fesmith, in an smmal eddress bofore the
Oregon Plonser Amut&m at 1ts eighth anml"mu_ in
1860, expressed the opiniom that

"Some misspprehension had, I ooneeive, existed mle.
stive $0 the selfu.saerificing character of the early

»
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ﬂnimrm-!asnmu

mtim & h:.md 1111ome
Mmmﬁ%»ﬁormumummm&mhp

the resources of & new oouURiIYissssln thelr arrival they
wore provided with homes, and ¢lo for themsalves
and families ,and wore sxempt m the trials,privations
and sufferings that fellto the lotof ths pior Lmmigrent, -
in his umaided styuggle to support himself and his mny.
Thelr ostonsible objost was to conwerd the Indisn to
Christianity ef which they mede a lsmentable failure,” (zom
He Wmuﬁtﬁc@iﬂmmzmwmmﬁmﬁ
by othersesthet it mey 2ot have been sutirely the funlt of
~ the missionaries in view of the fact that imhorent qualities
in the natives often mads very 4iffienlt the inculcation
of the sbatract dostrinmes of Christienity and the sceept-
ancs of the disoipline and moral severity of its ‘teashings
This,honeverwes prodadly less trus of The Dalles Indtans
than of muny others, o o .
It wonld scom somswhet 41ffienlit to say exaetly wvhy
the miesionaries, meny of vhom later proved sueesssful
smong the white people, feiled ”, signelly smong the mdim
of m‘mnu and elsevhere in OUregon. It seems to hawve
bDeen due ¥o a sombinstion of ceusss the relative importance
of whieh it iz hard to determine, A w of reasons ssenms
to inelude, among others, the abstractusss of Christian idess
Mpm&ﬂu,mmalmuwomungm

{108) Semmith, Add Gropi: Pioneer Ass'n Transactions
Ps
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prineiples, the stress upon the emoticmal rather then the
practicsl in mamy cases,the lack of understanding betwesn
thes two races,ths fagt that wuany of the missionariss
rerely gave undivided attention te the werk of somversion,
and the differences in mind and viewpoint of the races,
Besides this thers was the common Indisn tendemey to be more
interested In the present than in the future, snd the vae.
$1lating charaster of Indian nsture, At The Dslles the
location of the mative tribes at the great meeting plase of
peoples mey have hud some incluence,

At firet there sesmed to be s great deal of progress
and the work seemed to hold promiss, 7The feith in the

- efficacy of prayer stressed by the Nethodist religion seemed

for a time to find s respouss to thet tendency in the miwds
of the Dalles Immmaumm. (107) They
mﬂ assiduonsly for & tims ond affsirs augared well tut
 the effeects heve en elsevhere were mot lasting and nmative
‘mmmutarutm. mm:,mmt
comversion, their belief in prajer sewss to have bwen rather
o0 clesely sssocisted with the stteimment of material things
and when it did mot alwsys bring desired end expested vesults
MWWadmaamm Oumatmhi!

c-u... —

(207) Baywond?s m,t'my &mnm____.m 180,




Daniel Lee ha would "pray s whole year 1f you will glive me

a shirt and = capete,” (108) ¥hen Lee 4id see his point of
view, the Indian®s interest in preyer wvaned, Another wanbed
8 eoat and vhen Porkins told him he muet surn eme he answered
that be ecould enrn one any 4ime from the Hufison's Bay Come.
pany without preying,.{109)

One good chief died even though he hed prayed. This
wes boyond Indien understanding, If ome &led Just the same,
mmmwmmtmmnwermymﬁ The
white msn seemed unable to snswer that quostieompatisfacterily.
Then, too, the white men's religien frowmed upen fighting
snemies, revenge of wrengs, and many other Tadian practices,
And, furthermore, prayer d1é not place the Indian on en
oquality with the whits man as he hed sxpecsed, So faith
was weskened and the disfllustoned Indians, with lees of
trust in the white man's teschings, reverted im great mmbers
to their former atate,

By 1844 the branshes of the Methodist missions In
Oregon were all closed but the ome st The Dslles where 1%
has been suggested that the meintenance of this station
may have been somewhat influenced by the possidility of
mmumbuahumwmumamm
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uom.m 1snd law, At any rate, missionary labors smong
the Indisns were virtually suspended and by 1850 most of
mmwmmmmmeemmx atate,
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PORT DALLES



T he Dallss, fmportant ss a trade mert for sbodgines
s portage for explorers and traders, a frontier site for
missionary enfeavor, and s Mecea for the trell.weary
fsmigrant ,was undoubtedly mest important as a frontier
militery post, Called by Drp, Noloughlin the "Gidraltsr of
Esstern Ovegon,” (110}3t was the second military cutposs
to be estadlished in the Oregon Territory. (111}

Egtablished in 1880 during a peried of umeasiness
and rvestlessness cccaseionsd by the Cayose war of 1847 and
1848, 1t betsns & omnter of suthority and somparative st.
ability shich was reeognised by both Indlans and white mem,
Iater, se the contimmous stresmu of fmmigretion, the change
fyom water to land transportation, the gredusl ssttlsmnt
of the scuntry, snd the mumerous olashes between the Indiens
‘and the white pesple incrensed hostilities to the poimt
of u general war, it besans = gatewsy of safety for meigh.
wmmxmm-mmmrmmmm
. "tho yespumsfdilities and fatigues of slmost imterminedle
dsys spent tn pioting, driving end following the tesms
should glve plave te restful protestion of an armed fort,"({112)

fhe uflitery history of the site of The Dalles cen

CnrontcYs
(112} Lewg, x.ﬁ.. m__, Deceuber 24, 1908 p,. ‘18,



be divided into three psriods: the period of ths Caywss Wer
fn the late 1840ts, antedating the estadlishment of the
fort, when The Delles, then salled Fort Tasoopsm or Ford
Ilse, was the Eastern Oregon headgquarters for the volunteosr
troops of the previsiomsl government of Uvegons the period
of the 1850%s when, ufter the establishment of the militery
pust, campeigns were earried on in the Imdian territory e
the sast by the reguler troops of the United States armyp
and the pericd of the 1860%s when The Dallss wes s center
for minor campeigne against the depredations of the “"Smikes®
snd other bands of roving Indians stimyd wp chiefly by

mining activitios in Eastern Ovegom, Washington snd Idehe,

With the eoming of the grest tumigrations of the
1840%8 there arose,ar might be expested, restlessnsss and
hostility mmong the Indlsns, and much satusl dlstrust and
Mh@hu&aﬁm%tﬁe%mmm
white people, The Americums 1n Oregen Decume inereasingly
spprshensive end from time to time sddressed womorials o
the United States govermment for protestion,

 The fivet ap ars wers pleasy for govermment; close on

AT e :
these came sppeals for military protection, Agitetion beqwumme

particularly stromg sbout the time the treaty settling the



ownorehip of Oregon was megotiated with Englamd in 1848,
(113} However, the United States st that time wae oeeupled
by = war vith Hexteo and made no move to satablish a gove
ermunt horve, Tesops resruited for serviecs in Oregom wore
diverted to the Hixtean border (114) and the psople of the
Oregon sountry were loft alens to wrestle with thelr prode. |
lems as well as they eould ﬂrmnlmmﬂi

Then smme the unfortunats sverts of 1847, On iugust
22 of thut yesr the nntmmermwm&m

15)
mmmm.‘ma.mmmumm ™e

stock of the Indismne, ¥hen thamstives resisted s fight
ensust in which a Br, Sheppard was killed and Nessrs, Parker
and Avem were wounded, A ghief of the Wepods was killed

snd several Indisus wers Injured, (116)

© Tasldents of this mture snd the general suspieion
tusreased the fear of the Awsrioums in Oregon snd emeours
agod the sontimuanse of sppesis for govwrmment end for
proteotion, UGesrge Abermethy, provisionsl governor of the

" Opegon sount®y, mads a trly to The Dalles inm 184Y and reported




Mo returs to the Wiilamette Valley bhe dispatehed a letter,
dated Cotober 14, 1847, to the president of the United
States, by 7, Quism Thornton, who was on his way t¢ Sashington
tn the interest of a territerfal govermaemt, This letter
wrged protevtion, grants of land to settlers, lsnd grants
for sdncational purposes, appropristions for mails, stean
trmsportetion on the Coluadia river, and better somnections
with the worlid esst of them, (118) Other meswrisls were
sent from time 59 time snd becsme more insistest as the
dmnger of troudle with Indlens imoressed, The imsense imuf.
gretion of 1847 incressed the tensien; the Tudtans requested
pay for thelir lanis end exprossed themselves tired of wait.
ing for the soming of the govermment with which, so they
seid they had boon preuised, wonld come money and pressnts,
e | |
. Then,om November 20, 1847, Dr, NYerous Whitmen and ta
omammth-am-:nmmm«
m&wumummm. Settlers in the Ore.
gon eountry were thyown inte o panie, Prepsrations went
forvard immedictely to raise tywops snd arms to avenge the
masssere 6nd punieh the gullty Indians as well ss to provide
muémammmemmmmy Joseph Yook

-

fﬁgz ' of Mﬁy to tive Assembly, December
y"‘;’% Oregen Archi “g..rmmp:m




wes 4ispe tehed to Washington,D. G., %0 present an eppeal
for aid and protection} (120) Jesse Applegats was sent %o
California for helpj and Joel Palmer, Robert Newell, and
Captain HeA.G. Lee wore mamed peage gommisslioners %o
penstrate the Indfan eounixy to prevens, if possible, a
coalition emong the trid%es east of Tha Dalles, (121)

In the meentime the empaign hed bogun, The Dalles was
ehosen as the eastern base of operations and the first and
most importang move was the ogoupation and holding of 1%
ss the key to activisies in the region of the messmere,

On Degember 8, 1847, Governor Abermethy ealled for
volunteer troops % be sent to The Dalles with the intene
tion of meeting the Indians there and holding them east
of the mountains, The Resolution authorizing this read
as follows: |

“That the governor hereby is regquired to raise, arm,
and equip a eompany of riflsmen, not to exceed fifty men
with their eaptain and subaltern officers, and dispateh
them Mrthwith % osoupy the mission station at The
Palles, on the Columbia Biver, and to 1nold the same until
resnforcements gan arrive at hmt point or othar means
be taken as the government may think advisadls." (122)

The first group whish snswered this eall oame chiefly
from the most regent group of settlers and were resdy for

the t¥ip within @ very short time, In the opinion of one

(120) gmn, Pe ﬁ:
(23] Brown: 3. 229,



writer, they were equippred more with gsourage and meal than
anything elss, They :ad no unifomms, no comforss, and were
untrained in the art of war, (123) The group, salled the
“Oregon Rifles,™ in gherge of Captain H.A.G. Les, arrived
at The Dalles on Degember zi. 1847, They were ascompanisd
to that point by Mesk and his cverlsnd expedition,
Gaptain Les found the Indisns at The Dalles gensrally friend-
1y tut to be ragarded with suspioion on agoount of their
tendsney to thievery. (124) He expresaed ths belier mt‘ |
all the trides east of The Delles were hos$ile and that
thay had tried ¢ 1@“ the mms to join them, The
Wasgos had refused. (126) The Uesshutes Indians wers not
openly hostils a¥ tiat time but later besame B0, (126)

Les was joinfed 1n Jamwary, 1648, by reenforoemsnts
from the Willamstte velley commanded by Colonel Cornslius
Qinign who loeated a supply dase at cumdn, pamed 4%
Fort Oilliam, and then prosesded to The Dalles whers he
" arested e stookede and mounted s nine-poundsr eannon.
Thus the 014 mission station of Waseopem besame & military
fort, It was renamed Fort Lee. (127)

The eampaign carried on from The Dallee was regged and
soocmplished mich loss then was expeeded, Lee's akirmishes

123) lang, Cregonian, December 84, 1905 p. 18.
 Ab tay, Degamber 26, 13437, Brown p. 389.
126) Captain ¥illfam Willisms to Abernsthy, Februery 28,
(127) Carey,p.848, In mush of the sorrespondense throughout
:_bn war, however, it was always referred to se Fort
asgopRm.



in the vicinity of The Dalles before the errivel of
Gilliam were rather mild gestures., Colonel Gilliem
started out vigorously but subsided with only nominel}
mogess. With rather desultory skirmishing and eltere
nate offers of peage and threatened attacks, he pushed
into the regions of the Dessimtes, John Day, and Cayuse
" Indisns, Aimsh viotoricus in the astusl engounters
he was unable to pursue the fugitives into the more remote
ecuntry where they fled with the ooming of spring, Supe
plies ren low and ho was forced to return t¢ The Dalles.
On the return trip he was asoidently killed. Captain Lse
wes nemed %0 supoeed him dut resigned in favor of iieutcn«-
ant~golonel Waters. (128) |

Thers were few blé enoounters in the war and not meny
1ives lobt but at the same time not o great deal was ace~
omplished, The Indians refused to give up ths murderers)
. (¥9) the troops were not in eondition to jursue them after
the breaking up of winter ‘mju 14 possidle for them to
escape to more yemote arcasj the peage sommissioners met
with small sugeess and e break bownn Shem and the nile
ftary men resulted in their withdrawal into the Willemstte
valley; (130) im Washington, Joseph Meek had 11ittls success}

188) Qarey 548,

’189) Abemztgs to Legislative Assembdly, Fed. 6, 1849,
" Oregon Archives, Vol. X p. 275.

{130) Carey, p. 588, ‘ '
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and Jewsse Applegate was unable %o oross the mountains of
southern Oregon and was foroced t0 send his dispetehes by
see. theredy delaying ehanees for aid from that quartey,

Gonsrally considered the spring sempaign seemed €0
have done more harm than good. 4degernsss for war, bittere
ness against the Indisns, laok of order and diselpline,
disregard of #ight of friendly natives, end similer feeters
sngendered an antegonism among the tridas thet prolongsd
hostilitiee for years to gomes Fhe Cayuses, though reduged
in mmbers and eonsiderably sabdued, harbored ai spirit
of resentment and vengeanse that was &xaamuy imparted
%0 their neighbors and 1aid the foundation for & future
ware

In July 1848 the troops in the hostile aress worgree
ealled %0 The Dalles and dishanded, leaving a few men %0
hold the post at The Dalles and Captain William Martin
with a small fores at Waiilatpu. (131) And so elcsed ons
ohapter in the military history of The Dalles. After the
Oregon ecuntry begame the Oregon Territory tie United
States was aked t0 assume 008%ts of this war amounting 0
$87,230, the totsl sost being roughly estimated et from
$180,000 (182) to $190,000. (132a) |

(131) Abernethy %o Lugiulntiva Asgembly, hwuaxy 8, 13‘9,
Oregon Aysaives Vole. 4,p. 298.

{m! Sen, Mis, Doo, 29 axu 2nd, Vol 1,5, 59a Ps 10.

138sa) Sen Exe DWQ 53; ﬁﬂt' VOI-I’ ml, Pe &.
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The Mexican war olosed with the rasifieation of the
treaty with Mexico on May 30, 1848 (133) The organization
of a teryitorial government in Orogon was esuthorized by an
a0t of Congress, August 14, 1848 (134) Joseph Lane of
Missouri was appointed iarrltowznl £OVErnor .

¥ith the announsement of the establishment of a Rew
advainmqnt and the ooming of Lane, thm'Indmannvtlhakaﬁ %o
‘the territorisl headquarters expeoting %o ra&eiva prenéuta
which they seid they had bes, promissd. (135) Though Lane,
uhmopnrad for this appeal, was unable %o agosde So their
demands, they, though disappointed, d4id not seem to evidence
unfriendlinsas, I April lLane reseived §10,000 fyom the
United States governmsnt for distribution among the Inde
fans, The sems month he mads & trip %o the "Dales of the
Columbia, ealled together the trides and bands in that
vieinity inciuding the DesChutes river and Ysoamew Indiansg
held a talk with them, made them presents %o the amount of
nbar two hundred doilars and had the gratification, at the
request of the ohiefl of the Yasamaws to brius'abaut & peage
between that tribs and the Wellsewellss who were at thas
time nnapsbn in war,” (136) Lane found the Indians in this

(183) Huuaa Ex. Bﬂ@&ﬁot 1, 3uth Congress,2nd Bounion, Serial

m.} xw’zﬁ

135 Baport of Lene to Seoretery of Wer, Oote. 13, 136?.
.n &' Dﬁﬂu 58’ &lt llt. 3, 561. P 16’-

(138} Ivia, \
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rogion generally friendly towards the whites and anxious,
as wore the Willsmette velley Iadians, %o aell their lands,

In the meantime there was & growing restlesansss eamong
the tridez in the Puget Scund and neighboring areas, VWellses
had been mam at Nisqually dm fear was rfelt for otheyr
Anurtm in that texitory. Land dispatehsd a }.ﬁtﬁr %0
William ¥, Solmie asking him to warn the offending Ind-
jansg, (157) Appesls for militsry protection eontinued,
(138) Shertly after this orders were regeived from Washe
ington appointing J« Quinn Thornton, Fobert Newell, end
George Preatén Indian agants,  Pyeston being out of the
territory, lane placed the indien arffeirs in the hends of
the other two, The situation seemed 0 call for aetion of
some kind, The Cayuse mirders had gone unpunished for their
deed at Waiilatpu, eand wnaida:ﬁblo uncesiness wes felt in
the territory concerning the next move of the natives, The
Amaricans felt that other tribes were mMag the situetion
"and might be sansouraged to take menscoing steps if the Cayuse
trive wercallowed to go frees

A memorial from the legisjature of the territory to
Congress in June 23y 1849, pevitiocnsd for military posts
and roeds for boih olivil aﬁd military purposes, ons of whieh
would exyend from The Delles %o the Willamette valley.

A

im'n Ivid. v
188) Houss Ex. Doo, 1)30'&7 8nd, 5.53%, p. 18,
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 Preteotion was asked for the insoming immigrants and foy
frontiey settlaments. (1z¢) Considerabls sgitetion was
gotiing under way %o have the Indians removed to resers
vetions. A message ojgovernor Lane to the legislative
assenbly in 1849 ex;ressed a sentiment whioh seemed to
be prevalent about this time, Pert of his message insluded
the followingt _ ' |

"Sarrounded as y of the tribes and bands now ere
b, the whites, whose ar{a of eivilization by destroying
%he resourses of the Indians, doom them t0 poverty, want
and orime, the extingnishment of thelr title by purchase,
and ths losating them in s district removed from the
settleomonts 1s a measure of the most vital importance %o
Shemees 0o« ThlB moasure 18 one of equal interest to our
people.” (240} | -

in the nilntm, until such & poliey might be worked
out, tha people of the Oregon territory continuedto insist
on military proteotion in form of mildtary poats, &roops
for Indian war defense, end for essorts of sthe westward
bound immigrent treins. (141) Congress was finally free
and aurﬂoiutli impressed to grent all of these,

in MO. the Mexjoan question being laid to ress, Gen-
ori). PeSe Bumith's rifle regiment (whiech has originally been
reoruhoi for service in Oregon) started 1%s march sezoss
the plains. The Oregon Mounted Rifls regimens, %0 give

{¢ % M1l nam, was under commnd of Colonel W,¥., Loring

140) %en, Ex, Doo, 52, 3lst, lst 8 wii Pe 17Y.

;wo ‘Sen, Mis, Dose B, Blat, 20d S. 098, pe 4.
14)) 8Sen. Exs Dos, 1, 32ad, lst, 3, 611, p. 161.
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hed been resrzited in Missouri by an order of the Seeretayy
of Wap expreasly for Oregon servies o protest immigrant
trains and %o garrison forts along the srail. (142) The
regiment stayted from Fort Leavenworth with 600 men, 81
commissionsd offiecers, and severel women and ghildren bwe
sides the ususl guides; trein mhta, and toanstera. (14d)
Part of the equipment of the train ineludsd 160 wegons and
1200 mules and 700 harses. (144) =

Numbered among the pcrmml or this txm were many
men afterwards femous in Orégon and The Dalles history
some of whom wers B.D. Bigelow, Mathew P, Deady, and
Franois end Justin Chenoweth who qame as oooks, (145)

Difficulty stalked in the path of m train. In the
first plage a largs number of the regiment enlisted only
for ths purposs of getting to the ocast %0 join the gold
seh to California and weye not interested in the welfure
of he regiment, Later, 120 of the men deserted for Celifs
ornia and the efforts of Colonel Lorimg and Governor lans
‘sucoseded in rewamning only 56, (146) Cholere droke ous
in the 'ma end yesulted in great loss of life while the
inexperienge of moat of the members of the train led to
loss in both qu end property. By the time the regiment

-

‘1‘3) VMME. Frenogs 5’., ihe 2 BE . MESECH LAYRS 3
) mgq, CiswoFiead Qarterly, Vol, 3, Sime 190%p. 124.
flM} Mrs. Crendall, Governed
zus) Inia. |
146) Idid,



geashed The Dalles (late in Ootober) many wors barefoot
and upable to welk, most of the horses were too weak W
oarry them farther, and there waa no transportation down
the Columbie to Vangouver or Oregon City. A raf$, eon»
structed out of & stookade thet had been arcund the Meghe
odist m.lﬂon, mannsd by eight men, was oveyloeded, attems
pted to "run the Caseades,” and lost six msn. (147) Pars
~ of the group went over the Caspades by the Mt, Hood road
and 108t about two thirds of their stook on the ways (148)
On ¥ay 18, 1880, ¥ajor 8.5, Tuoker was sent fram Mrd
Vanssuver with two gompanies of the rifle regiment to es-
tablish a supply post at The Dalles, Thus begen not only
Fort Dalles but Dalles City also, Before this time few
pmmt settlers had remsined at'ma Dalles} after the
sstabliahment of the fort people hed the pmmﬁmt for
whigh they bmd =0 long sued end homesseiers began to looate
there. The numbers steadily inercased until within a few
" years The Dalles hed grown suflficiently %o insorporate.
This post, at the head of travel on the Columble
river,became the base of supplies for regions east t0 where
transportation was ¢arried on by teams and wagons and pask
trains for many years, With ¥ajor ﬂmker game Ceptain
Claybourne, Lisutenants iay, Ervi.ne, and Lindsey and Surgson

i:w? This om Ontom 18, 1849.
148} Mrs, Crandall, Dalles Chronials, Nove 14, 1024,



‘g- Smith %o assist in sstablishing ths pest (149)

"Seleeting & Spot abous oneshalf mile west of Fers Lee,
¥ajor Tuoker ghose a tall pine tree, which cannot now be
1demtificd and from this centr yem the 11nes of & governs
ment reservation 10 miles sqQuare, progeeding therein to
wuild . log barraeks, commanding officers quarters, quarters
tdg the men, mess,giardhouse, storshouse, stabdbles and a
sawmill, and at its completion neming the nsw post Fors
Dalles.” (160) laters as settlors bogan o losate heve his
reserve was reduged to one mile sqyﬁré or six hundred forsy
eores. |

The "log berracks” which was ereetad on what is now
site of 15%h and 18%h streets between Trevitt and Bridge,
was a long 1og building of eix or eight rooms construgted
cne after another, each with a door openins cut uyon &
common var#ndn facing north. This veranda was wide, at one
' door being built around an immense pine tres, This builde
ing, with others, was later burnmed,(151)

Many immigrents,during the winter of 1850,found work
in tho eonstruetion of the wMldings of the fort. (152) The
buildings wewe not sompleted, howsver. In the apring of
3881, mioh to the aianppointunuv of the immigrents and the

181) drs, crandail, i
{(152) Mrs, lord, Reminis

»,vnx. iL,pe 91.
, Usgembey 24, 1905 |
Shroniole,Novs 13, 1sa¢ Pe 4,
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potple who had settled at The Dalles, ths rifle regiment
was ordered away, Gonatrustion was stopped and more than
one hundred psople were thrown ot of worke MNajor Tusker
snd his foree were ordered to “alifornia and Hathaway's
- artillisry fyom Astoria held the fort until September, 18582,
whep the 4%h infentry, Captain Bonneville eommanding, wes
sent to Fort Vansouver,and ecmpenies 3 and X of that regimens
: wore amﬁﬁo Fort Dalles, under gommand of Captain Bsnjamin
Alverd, There was one family at Tne Dalles 8% this time,
that of W,C. laughlin, |

¥ith this sontingent of 1852 same a greup of Indtian
fightera who were %o pm a large part in the development
of the town and the territory surrounding it, Moet of
them, on reeeiving their diseharge fromkthe army, settled
irn or around The Dalles and besams heads of femilies well
known {n the pionaer history of Waasso aocunty, OChief
smong thess were Dr. Polhemus Craig, diseherged in 1855,
who opsnsd a drug store where he dispensed.meny a drug and
bit of edvise t0 settlers and minersj Milo Morris Cushing,
{n the quartermmeter's department until hies dssharge in
1853 after which he married Miss Mary Bigott, (the fipst
marriege solemnized in Waseo eounty,) end leter beseme
proninent in bueiness in The Dellesj and Jacod Jukor, dise
charge in 1808, the first foreign dorn eitizen to beeome
paturalized (Ootover 17, 16885) im the ¢irouit court in Wasso



gounty, and later owsed a oigar store on Main street opposite
the Umatilla House. Others who afferwards beocams well

xnown in The Dalles were Jervemish Doherty, Jacod Fritz,
Florian Delm, Ben Korten, and lamdbe Fitzgerald, (163)

A report of Lisutenent J.J.Woods, ssting assistant
quartermaster, dated Jume 1, 1851, to Rufus Ingalls, shief
quartermaster of the Pasiffc military division, included
the following desoription of the unfinished bulldings at
the fort in Jume, 18514 |

One long log house, oseupled as officers! quartou

- one hndred and twentyefour feet front and twenty rfeet

deepe-unnts eeiling and flooring to finish.

One long frame house, ocsoupied as men's ter, one
hundred and torz foat rmnt and twenty feoet cpmtn __
seiling to fini

One frame house, $.1rty six feet front and eighlean
foot Geepswwants “ﬁiu to finish,

One slad house, shingled, used as storshouss,twentys
five fest front ana’ twenty fnt deep.

Cne fyems stable with a loft, thirsy feet front end
ons hundred and seven feet dsspr-wants stalls boarded to
finish 1%, |

One sawmmilliewgiroular saw, by water power.

Ten thousand feet of iumber on hand,

thounsand shingles, fifteen mndred pounds of

nuna mnetm boxes of windowegiassi the frame for a
ol'mws. one story cmu&. cne mndrad and twenty les$

Ly Nowe 1V, 1084,
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dnepe-efinber for sesond story on the ground, {(154)

Severa} years later Colonel lLawrenss Kip, on a brief
visit to Fort Dalles during the Indian wars, found the
fort inadequate. Ho went from the Willamette valley with
the rarty of Lieutenent Graeie to the Indian ecuncils held
at Wella Walle in May and June of 1885, While in this
region they made Fort Dalles their heedquarters, Though
he was gonneoted with the party only in the role of a
speotator, Colonel Kip's description of Fort Dalles is
timely;
) "The post at The Dalles possesses none of the outward
attractions of scensry whieh distinguish thaet of Vangouver,
Its principel resommendation is its healthiness, Their
buildings are badly arranged, having bdeen planned and ey~
scted some years ago by the Mountsd Rifles, when they were
stationed in Oregon. The officers' quarters ere on %pp of
a hill, and the barresoks for the men some distance down, as
if the officers intended to get as far from them as poss~
idle, There is want of e¢ompasctness, as there is no stogke
ade~~-nothing in the shape of e fortification--in case of
an cutbrek by any of the hostile tribes of Indiuns, the
post might easily be surprised, A%t this time two eompanien
of the 4th Infantry were stationed there under Majoy
Rains," (155)
' This fear of insuffioient fortification and troops was
voiged loudly at the time of the removal of /lMejor Tucker's
gommend fyom the fort, ani the general protest and 4is sate

isfaction cagasioned by the regall of troops from other parts

(154) J.J.%Woods to Rufus Ingalls, Qusrtermaster, llth
Military Dept.House Ex, Doa, 2,32md, 1s%, Vol II.

{188) §:’ 16 gb gi" oe 55}' Sourges of 0

" Kip, Co Wrenge 8 of Oregon
History, Vol. I, pe faucml,
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of Orsgon lmmaéed es more and more probleme arose mn'

soming of the large Migrﬁtiou in the early 1850's,

A gommnigation of Territorial Governor Johm P. Gelnes

$o Washington on June 13, 1851, urged protection and stated

that Oregon had but "skeltons of two sompanies of artillery

and toose divided Dbetween four postsy one at Stoilneam

on Puget's Sound, one at the Dalles, one at Fors Vansouver,

and one &t Astoriaj and these are no more than sufficient
$0 take dare of the publis propersy at those plusces.” (156)
Some memorials suggested military eseorts for the immigrant
tyains aoross the plains as being cheaper Sthan the mainten~

ance of fixed posta (157) But the governmens seemed to

~ favor the posts,.

The great ma‘ber of immigrants pouring into the eountry,
sugnmented now dy the puu;na of the Donstion land Qot of
1860, and the remoteness of fronties poste made more remcte
by the lagx of easy commmnieation turned attension éu the |
need of hettar tmuportaudn fasilities., The Dallss, the
gateway %o Western Oregon, was one of the first places %o
be considered. 4 resolution drawn up in 1852 urged $hs need
of a road %o The Dalles and gave reasons for that need
based on the fagt that,as far es information ooculd be obtained

156) Sen. Ex. Doo. 1, 38nd, 1st,Vol, I, 5.611, p.l44.
169) Sen. Ex. Doss 1, 82ad, 1st Vol. X 5,611 pe. 181.
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"ahout 3,000 wegons have gome %o the mighbbxhood of The
Dalles, this seascn; some orossed or atwmphé ¢ eroas
the mountains--~others abdbandoned or so0ld their tesms at |

a nominel price, while the msh body boated their wagons
down the river, driving their stogk down the trail." (158)
Other remsons advanged 4in the argument for the road were
the neeessity of taking the wagons apart to send them down
the river, the difficulty of obtaining doats, the portage
at the Casoades, and the general high ocost to the immigrant.
The resolution read: |

"Whereas, the great necessity of opening & militery
road from Columbie Barreeks tothe post at The Dallss, and
whereas greas suffering, dslay sndpeculiniary loss is sus-
tained by immigrants to this territory, for want of a road
down the benk.of the Columbie river, Therefore bde it Res
solved; by the houss of represeatstives, the ascuncil gson»
eurring, that our delegate in eongress de end haredy 4is :
tmmg&d to use his best endeavor with gongress to sesure
an appropriation of §80,000 to be sxpended in opening a
military road, from the OColumbie Barrsoks to the military
post at the Dalles of the Columbis River,." (159)

Indien depredations continued to some extent though
no serious outhreak had yet ogourred. The trides, however,
hitherto seattered and disorganized,were being orowded inte
smeller ereas and were being forsed tc forget tridal anime
osities and unite for strength against the inoressing white

poptlation. (160} A letter of April, 1853, from Rev.

tig% Qregonian, Jamary 1, 1853,
(160) Sen, Ex, Dos. 1, Pt.I. 38rd, lss, Vol I, 5,601 Pud.



Pandary, @ priest at the Atahnem mission to Rev. Mesplie,
the Catholio priest staticned at The Dalles, mention'id a
feast held Ly the npporANaz‘ Perces %o "unite the hearsgsof
the Indians %o make & M&nrati-on of war against the Amep~
foans,” (161) Throughout the winter there had veen restiess~
ness And resontment among the tribes,' eapecinlly smong the
Cayuses end the Nez Porces, the reason being faer that the
white people were going to seize their lahﬂa. Unton emong
thenmselves seemsd to be thé‘o,z'n.y wsy to pémnt t:..i& '&Q
segretary of war, in his report in Degember, 1853, ealled
attention to the need of Oregon for more military pro=
teation and urged that more $xoops be sent, mentioning par-
tigularly the "arssnals of the Columbia River." (162)

In 18563, Captein Alverd, in command at Fort Dalles, was
promoted, and was méonaw& by ¥ajor Raine who was in
oharge of Fort Dalles et the time Waseo udunty was ofriolally
oerested in 1854, In the W/gm he was promoted to the
position of gommandant of Oregon and Washing¥on and his
place at The Dalles was taken by Major Granville O, Haller
| m eame from Nex York arcund Cape Horn with troops for
Fors Dalles, This group of regulars brought with it several
families of the officers, (163) a faot which edded en
aspeot of comminity 1ife %o the small but growing frontier

lﬁl) House Ex, mc. 38,¥Vol, 10.
182) Sem, Ex. Doo. 1 Pt. 35rd, 18% Vol I, 8. 891 p.8.
(163) Mrs, Crandall, ‘fhe Dalles Chronicle,Nov, 17, 1924.




port, . .
| Bnrlng the winter of 1884 the tension of hostilities
Vightened, Kamiakin, ohief of the Yakimms, in ressntmens
over broken promises, ssnt rununers to s3ir up neighborimg
mm; and weged themto fight for their lapds, Psuepeue
mox-mox of the Walla Wallas, hitherto s friend of the white
man, now after the murder of his son, became an enemy.

Exoi temsnt ran high, In may, 1885, s council was called

on the VWalla Walle river;n' A 1arg¢ quantity of goods foy
gifta was transporied’  up the Columbia %o Walla Walla

and a oompany of 25 peekers wes organized at The Dmlles %o
convey tentage and provisions $o the eamp. {164) Nathen
Olney was sent from The Dalles to the ¥Walla Valla region
with five hundred dollars in silver and soms presents m
partial pth of money promised in wwaties, Governor
Stevens of the Washington 'mutory and Joal Palmer, Supere |
intendant of Indien arffairs in Oregon,wers preseant for the
purpose of negotiating treaties with more restless tribdes, (165)
Theas treasias, "highly advantageous %o the United States
governnent,” (168) were not effective. The peese oVere
tures of the eounoil were frultless. War was imminent.

{1“) Garey, ps BIS.

165) June 83, 1855, p. 2.
166 ) %%?ﬁm'_ e
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On May 28, 1865, Governor Stevens uvrged the muunz.tjr
of more protestion end suggested establishing the greater
porsion of troops at Walle Wella with only depcss at The
Dallss and Vancouver giving ss his reason, the hostile
attituds of the Indiens in the Walla Walls region and the
peaseful nature of the Indisns exound The Dalles,{187)
~ The military department, however, retained The mxha as a
mejor base of asativity, |

By the end of June, 1885, all available trocps
stationed et Vancouver and The Dalles hed been ordered out
under sommand of Major ﬁnuor for servise in the hostile
Indien region, (168) In the summer of 18556 word was h-»
ceived at The Delles that an immigrant perty of Kentuckians,

~ 1ed by Aloxander Ward, had been attasked hy Indians neay’
 Fort Boise and nearly sll the partyeetwenty=ons i alle~
weve mirdered. m Dalles, 300 miles away,wans the nesrest
military point end NMajor Haller of that post reseived orders
%o penstrate %o the Boise reglon at onoe, He lef% The
Delles AMigust 14 with a party of twenty six regulsrs and
was followed on August 31 by a party of some Shirty vole
unteers, one of thelongest expeditions of the entire war
About this tims Lieuteneni~Golonel Banwula sent mm

{167) House Exe Dose 78, mn. 8ra, 5.908,p. 258 (Letter of
ns to Wal, department conmander).
{168) m Juns 80, 1585 p. R,
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1 from Vangouver %o The Dalles. (169)

'In Septexder Sadeindian agent Bolon, on 'y trip of
investigation in the Yakims acuntry, was shot, At this "
time there were only three militery posts inthe ocountryj
one at Vancouvery, one at Steilagoom on Puget Sound, and
one at The Dalles were two companies of the 4%h Mntry
and a maal) detachment of aimsmm had just returnmed from
the Snake region under eommand of Haller. When the news of
Bolen's murder reached i'anponvw m:m. on Ootober 5, 1885,
ordered § orfigers nnh 102 men umr Haller from The Dalles
0 the Yekimn eountry to meet Lisutenent Sleughter and
about 40 men from Forts Steilascom. (170) On this trip Haller
wus surrounded by the enemy before he gould join the foree
fron Steilasoom and wes foraed t0 send %o The Dallss for
ald, Ilieutensnt Day withAl men was sent to relieve him,

On Ootober 10, Haller remched The Dalles, heving beem forsed
0 retreat with sonsiderable loss of life and property.{171)
The Indians seemed smboldened by this sucosss, and

about this time Major Rains ordered all regulars into the
field end ¢ulled for volunteers 30 be mustersd into servise
with the regular armys This was & step whish was o gause
meh subssquent Irietion apd bitterness of fesling bdetween
the military men end the oivil authorities in the Oyegen and

(169) House Ex. Doo. 88, Z5%h, ls% &.906 Q" 104, Reper ¢ of
"Wool %o L$,=Col. mas U,S5.a, New York.

guo) House Ex, UJoc 1 35%h, 2nd S.1014, p» 90.

171) Ibdd. : |



Weashington territories. Gevernor Jurry sslled for eight
sompanies instead of the four requested by Reins snd then
ordered them into service in "eooperation™ with the rege
ulay tmopi but under separate oommands., From them om the
Indien way has parallel historiesa of sontradietion, riveslry,
and grossefive eritieciam betweon the regular army and the
volunteers mastered and sent into the field fyom time %o
toe, | | | |

A aum meﬂuanihnw M&m mﬁtary loft Fors
Dalles on Ootoder 30 with sbous 350 regalars under gomzand
of Major Rains, About the sams time Golons) Nesmith |
started for ths same plase with the volunteer eompanies
fon the Willametts valley, Anoiher balddalion under
Major Chinn lesft Jort lalles tar ¥alla Walls. In the mean~
time yeenforasmenta wepe ordered to Frd Dalles. (1782)
None of thess campaigns wers very suseessfulj Rains drove
the Indians back beyond reach, ecomminication bstween She
-yarious points in all this region was interferringly slow,
and the eoming of winter banished most of ihe ¢hences of
megesss By November most of the eapaignere were bask in
The Dalles where General Wool ordered all the regulars %o
aspembls for later operatioms. (173)

A few gontemporary sgecunts of conditions during the
fall months of 1868 will serve to illusirate the state of

im) Ibdde po 91.
173) Ibdd.,



intense exeitement a:4 spprehension which preveiled in the
vioinity of The Dalles anifarther east, An exgerpt fram a
letter of Rav. Bzga Fisher wrpitten fyom Oregon City on
OCstober 3, wsa,ranm; |

"last Thursday 1 took the steamer for The Dalles amd
arrived at the Casgades about oight in the evening, Found
the Cessandes in a high state of exoitement through feap
of e nightly etteok of the Yagoeims and Cliokitet Indlans,
whioh was dailyexpested, About BOO of their warriors were
reported %t be engamped in a plain about 385 oy 40 milos
northeast of The Jasoades, whe are said to alm at the
destruotion of the whites at The Uasoades =nd thus out
off oimmminicaticon between the Willamette Valley and the
uppsr gountry (or ¥iddle Oregon), Some L5 whites are
reported as slveady murdered by %.ese tribss, cshiefly
micers; one Indinn agent is insluded in the mumber, Yot
Indien rupers ars unsertain, Suffice it to sey that I
found The Cascades mostly deserted dy women and ghildren,
The wmun had organized themselves into a military eompany
for sel)f Gefense, The feamily residini on the north side of
the river midway betwsen The Casvedes end The Dalles hed
moved to The les for safetys Thirty soldiers hsad been
sent down from The Dalles %0 guard the houss end cutbuilde
ings. While I lay at the Cas¢aden an ezpress game down
- from The Dalies making a regquisition for sll the = ldiera

that sould be spared at Vangouvsr %0 be sent imundiately
%0 The Cascades, With this state of exgitemens, I thought
1i%%)e sould be expseted from a visit 30 The Dellesgas
this weglike appearanse from the Indiens will seriously
retard the ssttlement of the whole upper gountyy for a
youar or two &% the least, Jonssquen i rveturned withe
out even spending s night on the land,” {174)

In another place Rev, Fisher wrote,"About 2885 or 50
white familiss are sestled in the vieinity of The Dallss,
and ten or twelve mors, besides some fifty or sixty Frengh
whites or halfebreeds, are ia the Walla Walla valley in the
vioinity of the Wnitmwan Mission “3ation, Although we have
-some 80 o 100 regm troops at The Dalle s, thess ssattered
femilies will be 1 gat da » #hould theé Indian wer
besoms = %mml with the tri above she Caseede Moune
taine."” 178) : ‘

(174) Qorrespendenge of Rev.Ezya Flsher, QEN., Vol.20,Mareh

AB7e

‘ 1939 87 .
{178) nﬁ:;, Correspondense, p. 478.



A gommunication fyom The Dalles to the Oregonian

- Cotober slatsd that people were floegking more énﬁ more %o
$he Dalles as the hostilities grew and estimated that more
than s1xty had eome in, It elso stated that Nathan Olney
had gome in andi hed not sucoseded in his mission., Part
of the sormmnieation follows:

"The Pélk sounty voluntears arrived lss3 night: -
{Ocsover 26, 1885) the Weshington and Yamhill boys will be
here today; the Multnomah boys are well. Sbek Whitley,
chief of the Desshute tribe has joined the snemy; the Jeyuse,
¥Walla Walla, half of the Heg Pe.¢e end Palouses have alsg
Joined,esnnne ‘ :

We must have supplies; we muet heve horses; we must
have ayms, emrmnition, et@s Ceptain Wilson's gompany hes
no horses as yet, and there are nons here for them, More
anon.” (178) ‘

Eegonians in later months of 1885 and im 1806,
earried daily iteme end stories of the war, the men, both
volunteors and regulers, and the expeditions into the Inde
fan sountyy, meny of them very interesting Bat too leng
for this psper, MNeny of them throw interesiing sidelighss
on some of the underourrents of the struggle. The follows
ing quotation froj & sommnieetion of Mark A, Chimn, with
the voluntsers at The Dalles, suggests the existenge of the
~ frietion betwean the regulars and the volunteers already

peferred We After writing nf diffusulty ingedting supplies
Major Chinmn thus ends his letter:

(17¢) Oregonisn, November &, 1865, Commmnication written
: Ogkbber 26, 1885, |



*Tue Hudsons' Bay Company, & foreigh aarp@mtmn. hus
dons us mush service, end uha with greatest humaniy

fesl somedimes that these are our fellewweitlzens, ﬁnt
the reprasentatives of the United States gwurmt are :
foreigners and not even friendly sllies. (177)

Colonel Nesmith, out of supplica,was foreed to disband
edout 125 of his volunteers during the month of November. (178)
At the alose of 1885 the situation remained qritiqﬂl.

To make matters worse the winter of 1855 and 1856 wes exw
tremely sever, making the lack of supplies and other depri-
vations worse than the eetual war, On Wamary 31, 188,
the terrnm‘ul legislaturs M‘ Oregon awenod a memoyial

o consmas alpiing the fesderel government %o assune the

expenses of the existing Ind!.an wer, stating that the treate
363 had been violuted within lﬁ fow woeks after their negoe
tiations, tha¢ setilements had besn attacked,and that the
sntire mtate was in a gondilton of unrest. The memorial ree~
0orded the oall of Mejor Rains for Yoluntesr assistanes,
“wiish eall was promptly responded to by both Territories.”
(199)

The yoar 10088 bdegan uaourmazy for the resular
amy. In LJamary 1% was resnforced by the aypival of
troops from New York under the upmand of L&mtnnant Philip
Sheridsn wio was to dissinguish h!.mseu’ at m cauauc, |
and %Mntl Mry Wright of the 9th Unlited 3‘&&%@0 uﬂmm

pegonian, Novembter 1'?, 1865,

3199! Hma: ¥is, gﬁu, 99, Mth, 1s%, 5, 886 p. 8,




who was sent te make his headquarters et The Dalles where
" he sucsesded ¥ajor Haller in commend, With the coming
of the fort at The Dalles and the leunching of an agge
ressive and more sucsessful emupeign which was to push
the war to & close shortly sfter the =1ddle of the year,
Wright wes later promoted to the rank of commendant of
memmu&nmmnw%mw
then comsandant of the departwent of the Pecifie with
heedqgquarters in California, He was dyownsd in July, 1865,
when the "Brother Jonathan" sank off the cosst of Calife
 ernis, (180)

¥ith ¥right came two wen who were to Desoms very
promtinent in the history of the fort and of The Palless
One was Captein Thomas Jordsn, quartermsster, who hed
eharge of the rebullding of the fort snd who was later o
pudblish one of the first newspspers vrinted in esstern
Ovegon, Whem the Civil wer Lrols ocut he resigned his
sonmieston in the feSersl army and jeimed the Cenfederbe
foroés under OGererel Besuregard, The othey man was lewis
Soholl, & eivilian soldier who served us s etvilisn engineer
and arehitest under pey of the fedoral government during
the Indisn wars 12 Oregon end on Usneral HoClellents staff

>

(180) ¥rs, Crandall The Chromicle ,Nov. 20,/ 2+,




of topographical engimeers in the Civil war, Returning
$o The Dalles in 1864, he married Elfsabeth Paltenm,
daughter of Colonsl Malton, a plomesr who settled tn
The Dalles in 1857. ILater he went to Doise snd frem
theve to Walle ¥slla, "hils in the country he mapped
yosds into the region from Fort Dalles to Bolse, numing
the Herney, Jordan, and Stein valleys and cther places
in Eastern Oregon, He dled in Califormia in 1911 ok
the age of 82, {181)

‘Ers, Crandall describes Fort Dslles sbeut the time
of the soming of ths Oth imfentry ss followss

"A13 that M!uutthh el mt armum
mmmmw m-og

m&w%tmw
m uliur{amwltu to the new intevier
| the Yektms walley and Pod nﬂm
aiwutmtmmm;wm
ﬁoiu.

The buildings erested under the dlrestion of
mh:m«ammmmpzmmwm
Johelil were probubly the mest ple sgue and elbrective
of sny in the Oregon eounmtyy, On July 3, 1886, Capialn
Jordan wrote that "This post will be of permensnt iw.
portance snd will bo mede s most pleasant one,” (183)

g%g; lrg, Crardsll, %e Dalles Chromiele, Fove 18, 1924,
mwx, e C.I-n—u*n, cle, Rov. 17, /9 2 4,
183’ + Crendall, Chroniels.,




or

T he new fort was constructed of native woods amil
metericls and with considereble lsbor, With almost no
mschinery of any kind, mest of the work had to be dome
by hand with simple hsnd tools; Even the nails were
hand.sade, snd the tuilders burnt their own brick, and
propared their cwn stone, dasalt, sandstone, end othe
materials with which they worked, Neny worksen found
euploymsnt heve, Captain Jordsn heving move than one
tundred men werking under him at one time, und wages
were said to be as mndh as $10 & dey for meny of the
erafta, (184)

*Colomel Wright¥s gusrters wepe the most pretentions
and stoed on the lmoll st the intersestion of Mifteenth
and Garriscn strests. There were bLrass cannoms plsced
on the long verands that rem the length of the front of
the house whish faced the pareds ground Sewsrd K11l
evesk, The flag pole st the rear of the Coleomel Wright
sehool building was painted in 1888,° {188) These quare
tars wore somfortably m_tmiwiy finished Inside
with Firveplaces snd oak gideboawnds, wardrobes, and mm tele
pleses. They were burmed Desember 24, 1866, Colemel
Jols Coppinger, vhese wife was the duughter of Jumes Ge

iy ——

188} Chrontcle, Wov, 17, 1924,



Blaine, wes in comuend st the time, (186)

T™wo barrscke, 150 foet In longth, were erected, one
for the esvalry and ous fer the infantry with cook
houses in the resr, %vim*smmn»m
fortable, PMireplsoces in m!z voom furnished the mesns
of heating them, Water wae brought frem N1l eresk tu
barrels for use st the berreeks and for {rrigation of
the psrage ground which was planted in white slover, (137)

*Ihe bendstend Duilt sround sn oak tres, for shade,
in the sentar of the payede ground, fwraished rave ¢ld
classiosl masie fyom German composers, The bandmen, for
the mest parts, came mmaiux conteits of the sountries
of Earope emd were escomplished musiofans,” (183) Pire
and time have taken theilr toll of this sttraotive and
pleturseque 014 fort until the omly building stending
today 15 the one used es the surgesnts guarters, It 1s
now the headquartssrs of The Dalles Nistoriesl secioty
M-mbﬂ seon maxny relics of the past history of The
Dalles, ‘

Hontilities for 1856 oponed with the attach on the
Cascades on Herch 26, Oolenel Pright had started his
march from Fort Dallss to the Wslls Walls country with
g‘;ﬁ lgiahcrandaMe ThToniols . ?Jév. W ]

15} ¥rs, Crandall, life Story. Delles Chventele, Oct,




six companies of infantry, ersillery, and drsgoons and
was camped about five miles ous of The Dalles whers newas
was brought to him that en attack had been mede on the
caaéades by the Yakime Indiens. Colone/ ﬁr;i.sht retraced
his steps %o The Dallcs end on the 27th left on the
steamers, Wasco and Mary, for the Cascades with Companjes
4, By ¥, and G of the 9th infentry, 23 dragoouns of Come~
pany E, 1lst regiment, = detachment of Gompany L, Srd
artillery, 250 rank end file and two mountain howitzers,
{189} After subéuing the Indians there and henging the
leaders, Wright returned to Fort Dalles where he was
visited in April by Colonel Wood who ordered him to suse
pend his advance into the Walls ¥Walla gountry and march
~into the Yakima region where a ceoalition among the
netives was fesred, Before he left Fort Dalles Wrijht
protested the metivities of the veclunteer ecompsnies in
that region and asied thet they bhe withdrawn, (190) His
request was not honored, however, and Governor Stevens
pmceﬁ.ﬂ with the meiting and arganization of new
volunteer forces. (181) From Juns 15 to 30 he was in
The Dalles giving orders and argsnplzing a forece of vole
unteers tomove from that point on the 25%h into the
Yakima region to meetColonel Shew commending & foree of

{189) House Ex. Dos. 118, S4%h, 18, 5.859, p. 8.
(190) Eouse Ex. Doc. 114, 85th, ad, 5.1014, pe 118,
(191) House Ex. Do, 76, 34th, 384, 5,906, p, 163.



volunteers at Walla Walla, (192)

\‘ In the mcantims Colonel ¥right had mivanced into the
Yakime country end hed oamped om the Naeghess river. (193]
F:om there he reported that most of the ehiefs seemed %o
want pesee and seaxed %o think they had good reasons for
the murders they had committed dosh of the miners and the
Indian agax;t. " {194) BHe :Muma that soms outside foree
ssemed to be keeping them from jmxing terms of peacs and
stated that if he osould not defeat them a2t onee he intended
to harress them 50 as o drive them out orf thét region. (195)
His ohief dissatisfaotion seemed to be the presense of the
volunteer exrmies in thes gountry, particularly that of Cole
onel Shaw, He seemsd gonvinoed thet their coeupetion of
the region was hindering the efforts of the regulars %o
bring about a peageful settlemsnt, His sttituds was

eohced by a letter from Rev. Cherouse, & priest as Wella
Falla, to B_;cv. Mesplie st The Dalles, This letter, though
probably overdrawn, ref lested the tone of most of the
sorrespondenge of the United States regulars for this
period, and reada; |

ent o1 AR, AR S L i

inhabitents of the countyy, and the Indians who have a0
nodbly followed the order of Mr, Falmer to remaim faithful

198) House Ex. Dog )14, 35%h,3nd, S.1014, p. 113,
193) Sen. Ex, Dos. 5, Séth, Srd, S.894, P. 154.
194) House Ex. Dooa 1 S4tk, 3rd, Vol. % 5. 894, p. 158.
(196) Ibid.
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friends of the Amoricans, have alrsady disposed of taeir
provisions. .

B S R ity ey
rampant of animals and provisions left, IHvory day they
ﬁn%?rr the horses and catile of the friendly Indians.”

' The writer urged Rev, ¥esplie %o caell the attention
of Genaral Wool %o the stats of affairs to see if they
mght be remedied. |

Daring this time word had been gonveyed to Gensral
Wool thet Colonel Wright had 1o £t The Delles insuffice
fently garrisonsd. In a communication to Wright on July
3, 1856, W.W, Mookell, writing for General Wool, suggested
among other things that “with your ample forces there
would bde no necessity for leaving so important a post as
The Dalles unportected or without $roops 0 defend it.

A company, he thinks, (General Wool) would not be too
lﬁrse a guerd for that post,” (19?) On July 18 Wright
rejorted the fort amply protessted dy a detashment equal

$o mserly a company and by more than ons hundred employe
ses engeged in the eonstruetion of tha new fort, who sould
be used in guse of nesessity. (198)

In a lester of Mey 23, Captain Jordan had written
thet “they loft me = dstasument of 50 soldlers on &uly,
The rest are siok it I plese my ohief relisnge in holding

the post until e troops return in the large number of

il% House Ex. Dog. 1 34%h, 3rd, 5.893, p. 746.
197) Bouss Ex. Doo. 1 34th, 3rd, 5.894, p, 168,



Quartermmstor's menz I have employed about the buildings,
all of whom I shall arm todny. " (198} He estimated that
he oould hold the fors against a thousand Indisns 1f
neoessary but indloated thet there was little fangsr of the
negessity arising.

'i'ho wad was brought to 2 glose in Amsi. 1868, A
‘gommunication from Golonel sriqht to headquarters on Auge
ust 17, peported that a post had been estadlished at Falle
Walla where four eompanies had been stationed and were
awaiting s supply train from The Dalles under gommand of
Colonel E.J. Steptoe of the 9th infantry, (200) Troops
wore reduced in the Indian gountry, the volunteers had
been disbanded and arvangements were made for removing
#ome of the Indians to reservations, (201) General Wool
- issusd orders that no persons would be permitted to settle
in the Indian gountry. HNiners would de allowad to stay
in the region es long as they cooperatsd but if they
ssused any troudble they would be immedialy seat ocus, (208)

Prolﬁuts for peave sssmed good and tha greatsss
danger from the Indians hed passed from this tims on the
history of eastern Oregon is primarily a hislory of the
whids man, A% The Dalles the iistory of Fors Dalles gave

(199) Mre.Crandall, o ared ¥ 3§origs, The Chronisle,

jorssss bor i
ixoa) House Ex. Doo, 1, 34ih, Brd, 5,894, p. 193.

801) Ivid,
202) House Ex, Doo, 114, 35th, 2nd, 5.1014, p.114.



way to the hiatory of Dslles City. Led by the prospes
tors and miners the white man pushed out into the more
remots regions of the sountry, exploring and settling.
Bosh the miners and settlers clashed intermittently

with the Indiang but there were nc large Oor goneral wars
in e vioinity of The Dslles in the period whish followed.
Port Dalles became less important ss the “frontier®

. regefded and settlement came. Though it waa used for a
shor$ $ime as hesdquarters for troops in the 168860%s, i
never reashed again the peak of jmportance it held in
the 1850'a and by the end of the dseade, was abondoned,

The period of the 1860's might well be termed the
"mining exe.” It was marked by great numbers of miners
floeking into the ore regions of eastern Oregon, Weshe
ington, and Idahoj by losal skirmishes with the netives
in the mining loeclities; and by indian raids on pask
trains, pony express, frelghters, prospectors, and ise
olated miners, immigrents, and sstilers, There were mo
major hostilities but thers were eonstant amaller clashes
between the Indlens, chiefly the Snakes, and the white
peopls and an intense bitterness between the two reces,
The Dulles Mounteinsey of this psricd printed occnstant
stories and news itams of the internittent warfere in the
region %o the east and south andfefleated ihe animosity of




the white ssttlers toward the Indisns, An ertisle quow
ted from the Walla Walla Siatesmap by the Mounteinser
illustrates the tons of shese particles. The quotation
roadsy |
| The Dalles hes grestly suffered from Indian depe=
redations in the gouniyy scuth of hers bt the measures
-now beimg taken to rid the couniry of these pesats, are
suoh that 4t ia sgareely im that thay san fail, and
rade of tue town 1e sure G0 Followss (308)
After the glose of the Innianphnntiiittna of ihe
1850 some of the regular troops wers retained in She
exntry for a tims sxploring, prosseting lmmigration, and
building roads. (204) That summer surveying was done under
the dirsation of Capiain HeD, Wellen of ths 4%h infantry
for a wmagon road frem The Delles to Sa)t lake Oity, (208)
and conniderakle agitation was under way 0 sequre ons
from Vansouver to The Dajles.  ¥hen the approssh of winter
- meds fleld work impractisable the ty¥oops were sen$ iato
winter quarters at the various posts in thslqaunixy, at
which tims oné eompany of lst dragoons and one of ths 9th
infantry were ssaigned to Fors Delles.
At the cutbreak of the Civil war the main body of the
regular tI0ORS WS withéramn from she Uregon and Washingten
‘serzitories, and The Dalles was virtually sbendonsd as s

203) Quoated in the Raer, Xeroh
§8063 fibdte Ex. Doc. 65, Both, 1st, 1051 15?’145.
208 Ibkd.



federal post. In 1861 ¥hare were only about #00 men and
19 gommissionsd officers left ik the whole arca of whish
only 54 were stationed at The Delles under Lisutemente
Colonel Buchanan, (206) People, however, genmerally viewed
the deorsasing of paotestion ocossioned by this withdruwal
with apjrekension, and &3 in the 1850%s there was wide~
sproad demand Y moys guerantes of safety, o satiasfy
this demand Colons} Wright &n soms pisoes replased the
regular treops with volunteer troops fyom Celifornia,

on November 20, 1361)5 eompanies arrived in Cregon undsr
gommend of Majoxr Curtis one of whieh was seat to The
Dalles, (307}

" The crowds of miners and settlers sontimed 30 stream
into the gouniry bringing matiers %o a songwhnt serious
stats about 1864, On liarol 4 of that year the first ex-
pedition against the Indians lef$ The Dallee under command
of lisutenmmt Waymire w quiet yaids end robheries along
the roads to the south and east, ia June Major Alvord
gallad for 40 men t0 guard the Canyon CiSy rosd., Banocrofs
states that v : '

*The wi:lo of The Delles, wiose interests Buffeyed

by the frequent raids of the Indians, offersd to make up
8 dounty in eddition to thepay of the govermment. The

fawg Banorefs, mﬁ, o 170 R



oIl RS ey b
ﬂnptam Caldwell, whieh pa:zbmd this duty on the mﬁ
fork of the Johm Day River." (808)

In the summer of 1864 every mam inm the Oregon oave
alry was in the field and troopa were sonstently moving
0 and from The Dallesy guarding supuly trains, essorting
the maila, and roteeting sestlers, Astivity sontinued
‘through 1868. In April of that year ons hundrved men wers
sent toguard the Dallese~Bolise roads About this %ime Fostel
Agent Brooks, represeanting The Malles-Canyon Gity Stage
GCompany, oulled upon General Hellesk, in gommend of the
Facifie division of the United S%ates ammy and ssked foy
more »ilit-ry protestion, and 2 larger forees of scldiers,
Hallegk refused on grounde that his :om was not smulf-
feieont. His refusal aroussd muoh reseatment in the
Orsgon region. By the end of 1865 the volunteers, having
had not $o0 ok sucoess and not mmeh suppor$ from the
foderal governmment, degan to diaband,
sttt I Hibitale (ke okt T 0
gﬁg ogo?m gy .mn cmTen eavalry and Gompany z, let

These volunteers ware graduslly mmm in the
latter part of 1865 by the regular troops which began
Wm in &uti:bu; Aotivities of the sugueeding eampaigns

iﬂﬂﬁ] m& ‘
20%) Banoreft, Uregon, Vel i1 pe 817,
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were, however, scnoenirated farther in the inserior in
the Sasks region, and Fort lalles psssed from the scens
a8 the mein bese of operations. In a socmmuniestion of
Ootober, 5, 1860 Erigadiergeneral 0.0 Bebeosk mads the
following resommendation eontierning Fort Dellesg

*his post ie useless end ordsred by the gommanding
officer militery division of the Faeirfies, to de =old,
I think the govermment would get mush more for the p :
exrty if the sale of the land went with the duildings, 1
Seeretery of War nmight euthorize the leasing of the ground
80 long as it 1s used as e reservations  This would apily
advantagecusly % all sdandoned posts.” (210} :

The resoticn @b the Mounteinsex to thie move Ls inter-
eating}

"One of the most foolish movemente ever made by thw
military department-eand there has been many--was the
withdrawal of troops from Fors lalles. There is no person
who 1is sgquainted with the ecuntry south and east of The
Dalles mho will not sgree in the opinion that the abande
omment of this post was giving t0 the Indiens & moye
oxtended field of opsretions and a greater eonfidenge in
their adility ®© ve the wnite settlers from the aocuntry
than they had sver hdefore snjoyed. Iin proof of this, we
hays the fagt thet nsver before the pressnt summer have
hostile Indiens made their appearanys 56 sldse e Ihe
Dulles, for it mmst be romenbered that the Indians wre as
woll postede~through theiy apiese-0n the military mowvemsnis
made in their seotion as the officer by wiose orders the
movenmsnt is exesuted,” (211) -

The post, however,was not s0ld at this tize but was

resained for some yeers as a supply post and was not
garrisoned. {(212) In 1860 it was in oharge of & quarter-
master's agent end was the supply base for the Klamath

{210) House Ex. Doo, 20, 39th, 2nd, 54868, ppe 12el5.
211) The Mounteinear, Octobek 190, 1066.
212) House Aze Doos 1, 4358, 2nd, 5.1432, pe 345,



¥arner, and Harmey regions. Ia Ostoder, 1589, Majoye
general George Crook reported peass in the Oregon regiom
and the survendsr of mest of the ammll bands of Indisns
wa¢ had bean the center of the hostilities and 1isted the
diatridution of military quarters in Oregon and Rrs
Stevens, Csmp ¥armer, and Camp Harney, and others, and
sppended the following yeport on The Dalles:

- *Norsg Dalles, Oregon, ia ir direct commnication with
these hcadguariers eand on the direst line of sommniestion
%o posts in the interior. 1% is regomnmended that the use
of Fort Walla Wallas a8 a depot for publie animals be dise
aontimed, that the mblic Buildings as that post de ecld,
the peservetions thrown open %o sattlers,and that in the
future Fort Dalles, where the government has ressrvetions
end fins dnildings, be used as a depot far pudlie enimmls,
aend that the eompsany of infentiry now &t Fort Yanoouver be
stationed there, in order that offigers may heve lumew
diate command of end supervision over the degug.” (213)

On October 8, 1870, Brigadier Canby reccumended ihat
the post be discontinmed entirely. |

"This post has not baeen garrisonsd sinos June 1887,
but has been used as a depat for the transghipment of
sapplies to interiol pests and for public animals swatsi
distriltion, Some of the buildings hove been Geatyoyed
by fire, and the others with the excepiion of the storew
house and shbles, are of but 1ittle velus, The poet has no
military importange,end 1t is probadle thet after another
. year, with mﬂaua fagcilities of gommmunieation, it may be
disponsed with altogether,® {314} '

The next year the post was discontimned. (815) Thus
passed the fronties post with the smsrgency thet made 4%

2135) House Ex. m. 1‘ mt‘ m‘ 3.1413, Pr 139,
814) House Ex. Doo. 1, 4lat, 3rd, S. 1446, ps 59.
{215) Mrs, Crandall, Covered Wagon Stories, The Chroaicle,

Nov. 17, 1924.




necessary. ¥Fith the gradia)l settlsmsnt of the gountyy
eaat of the Casoades, the Mumnt of easier and more
rapid means of eommnigaiion, sid the removal of most of
the Indian tribes to yeservations danger disappeered and
military porteation wes no longer nseessary in the Serrie
tory gusryded dy Fort Dalles, and e¢ivil rule took the plaee
of military euthority as frontier difficulties gave way %o
the problams of sstilements



Vs
SETTLEMENT AND GRCWTH OF DALLES CITY



The first white men o vieit the present sille of
Delles Cily were mhm the party of Lewis and G}.art: 2
On the 22nd of Ostober, 1805, thsy passed the Desclutes
river, them ealled the Tewshnshiciiks, and reached Coelile
falis, Here they found the Indiens frisndly bms not oasy
© trade tith. They saw uttib gume exgepi & sea oiter
which they shot in ihe mmrrow channsld as they Seams 4oWR,
Beiig low on provisions they bought eight small, fas dogs,
the Indisns being averse to selling their fiah, whish they
were reserving for the markets below, (%16)

' On the 24%h of Oetoder they cemped nsar the Behslioot
Indien village just shove the last dangerous pert of the
river, at a plage known sae Timm, pronounged by the Iundians
#0 a2 %o imitete the sound of the 4dlstant fells, The party
was reasived with great kindness by the Indians herxe and
& peace was arranged between the Zoheleots end the Chopw
unniah tride of the upper Columdie region, Clark wmas ime
preased by the great (uentities of dried and pounded
selzon and by the weoden dwellings so differeat fram those
of the Indiens of the interior,

Here the two Indien cohiefs, Twiastad Hair and Tateh,
who bad st faithfully guided she party fusisted on yeturne
ing to Sueir mm‘wyh. They d4id not understand ine

(236) wheeler, Izail o

3 Vole mjm‘ 218



 language of the tribes below the falls end fesred trouble
besause their people were at war with the lower Columbinm
tribes,. They were persuaded to stay until the party
reached the mouth of Quens$t Creek, now Nill Creek, jJust
below the steamboet landing end near what is now an auto
park, Camp was msde neer & bigh dIuff of roeks and mawed
Camp Roekferss An eniry Iur OCotober 36, 0B, reeords timt
& firg was mads in the middis of the camp and as the Inde
ians sat eround it the men danaed to the yasic of the
vtolin,” whieh so delighted Shem that several resolved to
‘remain with us ell night; the rest erossed the river." (21%)
In this netghborhocd gamé seemed more plextiful. Deer were
‘hagg'ed, a goose was shot, and sigas af besaver, beery elk,
grouss, squirrels, and e¢renss were noted., In the willows
werd found several snares ast by the matives for the purpess
of catebing welves, Trout wers ssen and one of the party
saw a fish "shieh he took ™ De a drumefiah,” (218}

satis and Clark found Wineguatt % be the shisf Somn
of the Weseos snd found the natives thore friendly, In 1882
thaye was found in a grave nsar The Delles a eurious relioe
of the Iswis and Clark expeditionwwe branding ivon, attachad
S parts of a humen skelton, apparently thet of en Indfanm,

m Ml and ehrk oam® & sucessaion of historis

(31s %!‘m’;‘;: B



histcrie figures passing The Dallss in thelr various roles
in the history of the Norshwest. Oa July 11, 1811, came
the femcus David Thomasy, end in iugust of the ssms year came
Alexander Boss, 1812 brought the Hunt expedition in Jemary
and Ross Cox in July. The Hunt party resched the Indisn
Yilisge of Wishram on Jamary 51 end deserided the Indians
there as sly end somewiat tisvish., They exohanged some
horses that they Iad cbtained from the mmw Iadians
‘Mw up tha river mear Ummtilla for amoes end m« the
rest of the Jw westmard by boat down the rivers (219)
Cox was passing on the way m&ataﬁn tc the interior
with a party consisting of three proprietors, aine elerks,
fifty~five Canadfans, and twenty Sendwiok Islanders, besides
kisssers, Crooks, Melallen, and He, Stuart, who wijh eight men,
wors prosseding with dispatebes to S8. louis. The gumpany
was mmuhmmwt sancen and garried a heavy
load of guns, apoars, hahmu,kni.m, beaver traps, kettles,
blankets, oclored oloths, ealicoes, heads, rights, shimbles,
bells, and other artioles for trade with the Indiens, bee
‘ siden sepplies of deef, pozk, riee, flour, biseuits, tes,
sugar, rum, wins, and similar articles., The Indiana kept s
eloge wmateh dut were not hlrmm:i. though utmost pmaattm
'um tepmt smxm Omxmm@‘lpih
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fering was shot in the axm, "This piege of sevarily was
dsened necessary to prevent repstitions of similar sgge
ressions. " (20) o |

- In 1814, Gebriel Frachers viaked the reglom om tae trip
of shieh he has written 5o frankly and mimetely. In 1680
the Hadeon's Bay Company eatablished a post at The Dalles
wisth Jezen Birnie in oharge. Buﬁie, who has beea gonsie
dared the first white inhabitant of The Dalles, dled et
Cathlamet, Deommber 21, 1884, at the age of 89. ¥hen the
gompany removed 1%a headquarters from Astoris 4 Vancouwer
the poat wags removed mmwuhm %0 mmmn
of the Rasgopam Indiens, An um:.z of peouat wes MM
$o whish cams shiefs, warricrs, medioins men, and -m men
% dsalds a wuy of resaliating for the 1oss of the post.
The women of the tribe were the ones who most ressated the
gheage, ‘rhqm mmnmmmntmm-mnm
the various stores of m«u, m, and umhnnuu aent |
cit eash yeox from Vanocouvers (88)) Aevord ing %o Dre
Williem KeEay, they mm ta eapture mem und ﬂthﬁ
oat a pretentious rom for Ma purposs, Wt Dy, womsh-
in, wﬂh his umal tack, and with the aid of Kiesno,
shisf of the Multoomehs, and & friendly Geseade ohlief, overe
awed the irate Waseogend settled ths matter peseesbly.(222)

_Pe .
Xy p‘

zmm ! Soxy Adropiunaie -
288) Interviéw, Mr.Clrks, IrJioksy in 1805 Clarke, p.281.




 David Douglas, at The Dalles in Mawen 33, 138,
regords, “We reashed she lower part of The lelles &t dusk
¢ miles below the Great Jalls; cenmped in a small oove:,
under a sheltering rosk.® (325) John Work, who laft
Vanctuver August 15, 1881, with e Hudson's Bey Compang
$rading snd trepping expsdition bound for Sue Smake region,
pesed through The Delles on Angist 24, and reported many
siek among tho Indiens, 111 with fever. He made the porte
8ge ot the falls on the mouth side of the river whers the
Celilo sanap bas singe doen bult. (234) John Ball, passe
ing through The Delles the next yesr makes syeelial mention
of great mortality among the Indisns (285) On Cetober 11,
1638, Semus) Parker and Captefn fyeth met at The Delles.
Ti1ki, shief of the Wesecs furnished Parker with & eamos
and three men with whish ﬁpmm to Vancouver with the
Waseos a¢ guides. (826) Nyets, on this cesassion; fwre
mished Parker with a short vossbulsry of ths Ghinook lan~
guage % use exoag the natives bolow The Ballea, (28Y)

_ Turoughout the fur Syade ers, before the adyent of




the niidemrha, brigadss up and down the river passed
The Dalles, bearing traders and treppers from Jort 38,
James, Fort Esmloops, Flsthead Houss, Kootenal Fort,
Spokens Houss, end Fort Celvills., Soenes ¢f eomedy or
tragedy were enagted weskly on the trip-' and the annals
of NHoptimest hietory include very imtoresting asecunis
of thess. Guy ecspanies gpeeding down the river %o the
sythm of & Canadian boat song met Shetr first greas
obatasles in the region of The mt. A woek or a5 of
younion end relaxstion at Fort Vamoouver end then bagk %o
$he {nterior on the highway of ths Fiver. Thase gome
panies always pessed up end down at tho high water sesson
and sometimes the more Garing of them yan the rapiés to
ssvape the Sedium end delay of the portagessoften at
great risk end less of iife {238)

Far)y in this pertiod the first mail routs seross the
sontinent between tho cast and the fur west wes satabe
Jished along this routes It was conneoted with the fur
Srade and as early as 14813 the "express” from Vensouvey
or Fors Cecrge passed tais way anmmally in Mapeh enyoute
by the way of Athabasga Pass to the Red River Settlement.
Ror iilian, end Noutyeal, or farther still sezoss the

N

(328) Elliot, DellsseCelflo Portsge,iQ. Vol. 16 pg.140.




Atlantis to We homeland in Imgland or Seotland. In
Setober 1% returred laden with meil from lontreal, Bostom,
Eew York, or ths scuntries seross the ses, JFor a long
tims this express formed the only mesns of commalisstion
betwoen the east and the remote west., (229)

¥ith the waniag of the fur trade eye ceme the bage
faning of nildcnurx astivities in the 155C'a. In 1608
the MNethodist missionaries geme o The Dailes; the Prese
hyterians were thers for a brief time in 15473 the Cshe
olies come permsnently in 1848, By the time the other
dmominetions reached there in the 1880%s end 1860%s most
\arthe wm:umwmwum the Ind»
ians had been abdandoned and she various ¢hurshes wers turne
ing attention more and more t0 the 4eeds of the white
settlers styesning intc the ecuntry. Iuring 1547 and ~
1844 The Dalles was hesdguarters for & military post for
soldiers set $o protest settlers during the Ceyuse ware

Moansing, the settisrs had been etreaming iats the
ecuntzy by the thousends, Indisn trails cad buffale paths
had been somverging isto tmmigrant rosds lesding weste
wad %0 OregoB. The Oregon Treil was taking form and iR
1839 snd 1540 Vo first organized emigrant bends resshed

(289) rhia.;,ps 130
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&smmmnu. and The Wnbemn mot
sapplies and safety for the immigrant, Thomes 3. mm
armrmprwwumummnu in 18389,
"gating rish end growing nt-; an event that had not |
lately ossurred in the repudlis of the memders of my mortal
eonfederasy.” (830) |
The firet wegon $o oohe through from the plains was

that of Robert Newell, aho reachied Walls Yalla ia 1640 axd
mammmxmammmumemm.
{281) 1In August of 1841 Joseph Williems mentiocns reaching
the Methodfet Mission at Tho Dalles where "Denfel Les,
brother ¢ Perkine, brother Breswer, and their families are
stetioned, = (232}

- By 1846 the nativen at The Dalles had begun %o show
the results of centset and trade with the white tredes
and emigrénts who had been from time o time passing
$hroughs Mernham gives en interesting description of them.
g Al Sk y iy
in the srowds of natives tain ¥ilkes sew at ths

islasg t, he am W Jack m“ﬁwaaga and

sare 01' their persons whl
280 nearly askel ror they wear ntm else than what
m ¥ termad & Bresgheloth of buokskin whiegh i3 dimek
1thy with 4ir{; and scme faw haves a piege of Bignkes.
wmmxmﬁmmma, the boys wearing & amsll
string Mﬂﬁ m bodiess To somplete the pleture of she

= 3

guag, Towat tos
% & 1 ;pi i‘gﬁ
gur Yo Orepoa,



dagree of thelr eivilisetion, 1% is only neesasery to edd
Bt e S e R R B S
bar,” He ostimated their number 1o be about 2000. (888)

The fsmigration of LO42 was the first real Lmmis
gration and fom then on The Dalles Ma sonatant and
imporsant pert ia the lives of hundreds of hompseekers
pouring into the Willsmetie vallaey and otker parts of
Oregons This tmuigration, engouraged by tbe trip of
Jason lee to the east in 1839, gontained probadly 118

people, sonsisted of 10 wagons and inoludec on its roll
tammmaar suoh uwnummpuumn
Crowford, F.Xe Matihien, and ¥r, Elijah White, the ﬂxlt
indlen sgent sent t¢ the QColumbis Velley.

Crawford's journcl of &gtmhar 284 1B4Z tells ua that
when the persy reashsd The Dalles they "Viaited Mr. Fere
kins at his houss, was wery kindly res’d end hospitably
treated, got potatoes, ete., and startsd et 1 o'sloek with
an Indien Guide, ross & long hill and lsft the riwvaer,
travelisd over the most romantic oouniry I have yet sesn.
The dey 18 very pleasant indeed and the tall tress
through whish we ara'yasains adds mach o the deeaty of
the mtput‘ tm}

-




then Indien igent White arrived at The Dslles on
Degember 25, 1842, he found the Indisna there mugh ex~
eised by rumors of war and in the spring he regseived work
from Lapwai, Vaiilatpu and other points that the natives
~ were again threatening. Ths Ceyuses, Walla Wallas, Nes
Perass, and others were beoming apprehensive at the
sight of the inocoming immigrants snd were bdeginning to
fear for their lends. (238) About this time the Indians
of the Willamette valley bhecame somowhat insolent emd in
April of 1543 White reseived a letter from Brewer at The
Delles urging him 10 come at onge to endeavor to guiet
the exoitement then prewvailing smong the naitives, Affairs
this time were settled pemceably and without violence.

In 1843 Limtomnt'hc.ﬁnoni mades & survey of the |
immigrent road to Oregonl He found & good wagon roed
as far as Fort Hsll, newr what is now Pogatello, and a
passable ons from Fort Hell on. He surveyed as far as
The Dalles from where ho went down the river to Vansouver,
iater retracing his stepe to the desshutes and thence
scuthward into California. (236)
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e ergprevious to 184% saw most of the transportatim
below Walla Wallae on the river. The hazards in the un-
tried windernesses between Walla Walla.and the Willamette
valley seemed towgreat to be risked by the small numbers
who camé before that time. The land journey was super-
seded by a river journey from Walla Walla., But the year
1843 brought a change. 1t saw a shift from river to land
transportation., Hudson's Bay Company employees contin-
ued to use the river but they were withdrawn after the
treaty of 1846. A large group came in this year, a thou-
sand or more, numberin; among its names those of Burhett,
Nesmith, Loveﬁoy, Applegate, and others, the first group
of real home builders, stirring up the Indians once more,
These were, however, quieted by the far reaching influence
of Dr. Mcloughlin.

Progress, Jjustice, and meterial prosperity were
planted on the Pacific coast by this group. The first
party to leave Platte City, Missouri, left on April 9,
1845, and included David Lenox, cgtain of the first wagon
train to cross the Rockies to The Dalles, Dr. Marcus

Whitman; returning to his mission from the East, Rev,

A.L. Lovejoy, Jesse Applegate, Rev. Vincent
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The argprevious to 1843 saw most of the transportatim
bslow Walle ¥alla on the river. 7The hazards in the une
tried windernesses between Walla ¥alls and the Willamette
velley seemed to great to be risked by the small numbers
who camb before that time. The land journsy was supere
seded by a river journey from Falle Walla, But the year
1843 brought a change. It mew a shift from ziver %o land
transportation, Eudson's Bay Sompany employses contine
ued $0 use the river bhut they were withdrawn artur the
treaty ‘or 1846. A large group eame in this yesr, s thouw
send or more, mumbering emong its names those of Baurnets,
Neamith, Loveyoy, Applegate, and others, the firs{ group
of resl home builders, stirring up the Indiens onoe more.
These were, howaver, quieted by ths far reashing influense
of Dr. Meloughlin. o

Pyogress, jus tx;u, and materiesl presperity were
planted on the Pasifisc ¢oszst by this group. The firast
party to lesve Platte City, Mimssouri, left on April 9,
1843, and ineluded David Lenox, ogtain of the first wagon
train to oeross the Hogldes to The Dallea, Lr, Harsus
Whitmen, returning to his mission from the Zast, Rev.
Jason Lee, A.l. Lovejoy, Jesse Applegate, Rev. Vincent
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, and Peter_‘ Burnett, After expariensing moat of
the herdships ineident $o life on the Oregon Trallee
buffelo stampedss, river fords, hostils Indians, intense
‘heat, lmck of pasture, loas of stoek, fover, demth, mgcident,
and disecrd among the trall-weary travelerse-ths party
reached Fort Hall where Dre Whitmen received word that the
Indiens were threatening his mission so he lsft tha party
and hurried on. " -

The party pushed on and reached The Dsiles on the
first of Eovember. A4 few of the group, including the
Burnetts, Applegates, and Hembrees, 71 souls in all, came
by way of the Golumbia ‘maugﬁ the larger group OamS OveTe
land, Those who ehose the river route met with difficulty
and several mambers were 4rowned, insluding soms members
of the Applegate femily, Those of the expedition whieh
followed the landfoute med with 11ttle difficulty except
' in erossing the John Day and Desshutes river where, howe
ever, noms of their aceidents were futal, (23%7) )“

A% The Delles the trall snded snd the company dise
- banded, Some hired Indians to take them down the river
in esnces; others went inkafts; some continued overland
with their stock. They drove their herds ﬂrtm Biles

—— e - ————
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dwn the Columbia and there swam then zoros® two at a time
beaide & oenoce guided by an Indlan, From there they
drove them to Fort Vansouver, swam the river again end proe
oeaded to Orega@ City waioh théy reached on K vember 26,
" 1843 (238) \
Thus, in 1843 The Dellss became the end of the Oregon
 Trell, the western termimis of a 2000 mile wagon roed.
It besame a rendezvous, & tough of ctulmﬁo'qﬁzu: woeks
of wendering along unsharted patke, a resting place befors
the 1last difficult and dangerous lap of the journey, and
| aupply station for exhausted Lmmigrant stores, ihis
position 4t haid untﬂ the Barlal road was blazed asross
the Casesdss in 1845, Zven after that many chose the stop
&t The Dalles and maks the hazardous Journsy from thers by
watsr instead of the stil] more hazardous irip across the
rountains. Thig was especially. true of the immigration of
ma which came in such great numbers.

| The Diary of Peter Burnett,afie.wards the first gove
ernor of Californla, sonteins this commsnt on The Delles:

"% wo arrived at the Methodist Mission {1843)

located at the foot of the balles, I saw at once thet there
muet some dey g¥OW up a town there, e that wes the head of

(238) Lenox, p. 85.



safe I‘tm htisation. m there %0 the Cascades, &
distanse of sbout fifty miles, the river is smoth and
without a repidassse..l determined at once o settle at
The Dalles; and afSer sonsultation with Mr, Perkins, the
minister 4in charge, 1 left my family there and preceedsd
%o Vansouver. (238) Later, howsver, influensed by Dr,
MoLoughlin and Douglas at Vangouver, he returned and on
November 26, moved his family to the Willamette valley.
The immigration of 1843 was somewhat different from
those whioh preceded or followed it into Oregon. 1t was
muoh larger then the ame)) groups that had gone defore and
therefore sculd not be so easily given essistance as {t
went 'along.b 1t was newe.lamny_ self-supporting and inde~
pendent, Tho ones who came efter were different beoause
the way hnd been paved for ihem, experiences had been piled
up to gulddihen, and precedents had besn set. DBut the
plonsers of 1848 had t belp temselves. Uhen they cams
%0 the end of the wagom road they wemt into the forests
ayound The Dalles, falled trees, made rafts, end embwrked
down the river on these, A few hed friends in Orsgon, and
& few more called on the Hudson's Bay Compeny for aid,
but the majcrity depsnded only on themselves.

o o
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In the years that followsd even the resoureefulness
and indspendencss of the hardly plonsers wauréd et times
bafors the strain pust on them by the condistions resuliing
fyom the large numbers of pecple wio cene in $hose years,
Most of the 1844 aryivals came late ia the season, many
after the snowfalls had begun, and arrived with suppliies
nearly sxhausted, DlMore and more The Dalles Lesame a depot,
& stopping pleses,and & supply point ss great groups srowded
there awaiting transportation or passeges % the wum-tu
- Velley, 1% besame the ome polm$ after the long, weary
trip shrough eastern Orcgon were a degres of umuptibn
and somfort eould be enjoyed. Sarah J, Cummings, & mem~
ber of the first immigrent train to orcss the pleins for
. Oregen in 1848, resehed The Dslles on September 14, of
ghet year, and found there the missicnaries and a few
families, The earlier immigrations had gone on and the
main group of that yeay hmd evidsntly not yed arrived.

Nys, Cummings wrotej "My husband end I attended clmreh
thers on Sunday, September 15, and heard a sermon by Mr.
Whlior. Five or six families besides cuselves made wp the
songregation, A dozen or s¢ Indians were present. (240)
M‘ the Kljekitats ssrcss the river the party was able to
Wy peas, onions, tarnips, and potatoss, as well as ysnison,




Thare was a ssall atore or trading post kept by Hudsonts
Bay Company where soms sapplies gould be purchased. Here,
at The Dalles, before the lomg trek down the river, the
jmmigrants tried %o regapture soms of the routine of give
jlization. They washed clothing, repacked their goods,
and “for the first time in many months, used flatirons,
thus enjoying a good dsgres of winlesome somfors.” (841)

Later, 1845éaw the Ravgest of the five great immfe
grations, Oregon received more than 3000 fmmigrants u
the days thet followed and the gommodities nesessary for
home snd eomfort which Hre. Qummins found at The Dalles
wers soon exhausted.

From 1844 o 1046 e 4ifficulty of getting trans~
portation down the river as great erowds of people came
pouring into the 0ld Fescopan miasion gcused much tedious
delay end unfortumate gongestion, The old mission heoamo
a frontisr ommp and hundreds of prairic wagons end large
herds of gatile delonging te orowde of traveleworn people
arowed its river shore, OStephen ileek and his perty tried
& shortout through Esstern Oregon end finslly, after
intense hardship, miffering, and loss of 1life, reached The
Dalles. ' Begoming oonfused,they hed streyed off the trail
%0 far to the southwsrd gesiing into the emntyel Orogom
desers, (Somewhers in the Melheur Mountain distriet this

il

(241) Idid. p. 43,



group found gold dut at the time were mors interested in
finding & trail ocus, This was the famous Blue Bugket
mine whieh was mugh ssarched for later but never found.)
In desperation Meek finally made a three day Jjourney %o
The Dalles to get help. Being unable to obinin sny from
3She mission he finally sedured the aid of Mosss Harris,
salled the "Hlack Squire”, and an 0l4 mountain men and
eompanfon of Jos Meek, who ssoured supplies fyom the Ind-
fand and stiarted ocut to resgus the styanded party, (242)

Meanwhile, a$ The Dalles provisions weyxe running lew,
money wea ssarce, and &isease, death, and starvation
-gaysd in the fmoe of those thousends who came erowding into
Oregon in soareh of homes. Only two bdoats were available
to teke them down the river., Vasgopam rescurces were
$axed to the utmost and had 1% not besn for relisf seat by
¢he Hudson's Bay Company and the aid given by the Eudacn?s
Bay men, “the tmigrut camps at the old mission post muss
have beocme a sgene of awful suffering. * (243) The Hudson's
Bay Company losned all boats avallable and Dr,. lgloughlin
gave instruotions to bring the sliek and destitute to the
valley firast. (244). -

On September zal 1845, Joel Palmer wrote in his diary;

*This day we traveled about 5 miles, wilch grought us
%o The Dalles, or Hethodiss Missions. Hero was the end of

;84&) ailey sarion Boad, O.de4., Vol. 13,pg. 286,
{244) Restor, Siapraphy, U.dde, Tol. 0,78.67,
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of the wagon road, s no wagons had ever gons below this
place, nmm&omummmm:uca
the riverg and as there were but two suall boass Tunning

Ts hot orardy fattertngs T (bin) ¢ erW mame

The srein of Samuel Barlow was among ths lest to
reagh The Dalles thet sutumn, When Barlow sew the date of
affeirs ot that poins he at once mede plans to go weat by
wey of the mountains, Nany tried o dissusde him and
pecple deglared the attempt 0 de folly expesially as it
was 1ate in the season. Bat Barlow, energetis, strong=
minded, and determined, answered thet God never meds e mouns
tain range without meking s plece to go over it if e pere
500 exereised a proper amou$ Of energy and Perserverance
in finding that way. &: Barlow staxt ed out with a small
train, |

When Josl FPalmer came $0 The Dalles shortly after Bape
low lefs, and found that the two boats were engaged for as
louss two days and thet their nharmg ware high, he alse
decided for the mountain roads He feund that “a Mr.
Barhem snd a Mr, Nighton" had alresdy had tat sems idea
and had penetrated some twenty or mnw miles into the
intexior, Nighton had returmed tus "Barhem® had stayed to
try to forge & passcge througs Palmer suoseeded $n pere
suading fifteen families %0 t¥y the irip and on Ootober 4,

(268) Palmex*s Jourmsl, Thwaites, Vol. 30,p. 119.



ke took up the mareh in sn effort to overtake Barlow. (846)
Oﬁm joined the earaven and some dropped out bus
after mmoh suffering and hardship the Barlew-Palmer treins

pushed e trail soross the mountains. The way was blaszed.
Tais trail was widensd later and improved to besome the
fancud Barlow road over which passed many a train inte the
¥illametts valley in suceseding yeers The road extended
south from The Dalles to Fifteen Kile eromsing (nesy Dufar)
" and from there % Tygh Valley, turninmg south abd wess,
keaping to the south of White River, o pass through the
Gascades et the south of Mt. Hood and into she Willemette
Valley. This road served two purposes. It leassened the
songsstion on the Columbia and served as & means of ocsamine
feation end trade with settlers sast of the mountains then
and latere

The road wes undoudtedly a benefit end was espesielly
80 1in the summer time. The late gomers, howsver, found 1%
more expedient to go by say of the Columbis rsther then risk
the storms end snows of the Cascades. "Fe resghed The
Dalles on the 1Sth of October, 1845%, writss W.A.Goulder,
“where we had t0 Geslide whether we would take the *Bariow
Tyeil? soross the Casceds Hountains, or follow m gourse
of the Columbis River from The Delles to Fort Vanscuver.
The approash of winter, the gonditions of the Ifamilies and

{246) Palmer's Jourmal, lencester, p. 85,



G

i1

that of the wornsout stook, eompelled e deefsion in faver
of the lasfwnamed rouss.” (247)

late gonmers at The lUalles that year were handi-
sapped not only by trensporsasion diffisulties bat even
after the main dody had passed on, by high prices of cam-
ol ties Gue probadly %o the depleted stores of the settliew
ment, Zzye Fisher, writing Febyuary 8, 1846, says, "De
you ask how our means are exhausted oo soon? Ve answer,
that whel we arrived at The Dalles exhsusted of provisions
{Dogember 1845) we paid §8 per huadred for flgur apd §6
for beef; at the Casgades from $6 %o $10 for flour end 36
Tor Dotifese.so” (248}

manumwamwmnm“wmm the firss
wiite settler not conneeted with the missions or the Hudson's
Bay Company. In that year Iansph hwndum, s Frengh
trapprer, estadbliished a lsnd olkin there, MWilt himself e
log onbin and fenced in & fow men Just how long he
atayed or where he went does not ssem to be definitsly
known, although it 42 believed thet he left for the Califw

ornie zold flields, Condisglons at The Delles did not seem

%o improve in the next yeer or so, probabdly due to the
desline in the mission and o the restlessnsss of the
Indians. Nrs. Zlisedetd Ceer, who came through in 1847,
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wrote 1a hor diary of Ogtoder 27 of thet year; "Passed
what i3 eallsd The Dalles Mission, whers two white families
live among the Indians. It looks like starvation,” (249)

A quain$, small book ealled " Route end Distansss 30
Oregon and Californie”, published in 1546 as & guids %o
enigrants travelinmg weatward over the Oregon Treil hes
this %o _say of that part of the %rail passing throuth The
Dalles: o

*Here I wish to remark that, when I ; ﬂmutu'—
nens (Rors Mn)aunknmmamm Hayris
in gompany with Dy, ¥hits, was about % $c look cut
‘uzmﬁmmeumbmmhmwmmnnm
,MMuMWingmanMMmMnouuinw
the headwstors of the Santyam, the eastern bdrensh of the
- Wilheme$, If they have susgeedsd they have shortened the
zoad for the emigrant at least 3000 miles, It would land
hin just where he wants to ba, for the land north of the
- Santysm 18 moarly all taken up. Another important bensw
it to bo derived is that there would de nc Indians along
this way to molest the semigreanti bdut i the roud has net
been opeied,we must take the 014 treok, mmoutmput
the emigrant om his Mrnmmnmwm
:anmnotm ‘b8  surroundsd with
maras of the mnnhfnms Indieas thot ever
mmﬁm cr:’n::dhmtm.x;na you muss mms
gﬁ P the:“ mmymr SAWPHy ou: sn: muimﬁmr the ti;.!lt
me, OB mmet set 2 oyer your

' d stoak. mm{? 8 brings you to the fertile
ve ofta Grend Round} -qw,m&%mmamm
Wmmw. Haye some friendly
.aua:mammuxmtmmwm

ogwon e Grand Round, it 18 Y0 miles %0 Dr. Whiusen's
mission, over the Bluve moun whioh is not bPadepscess.
From By. Whitmen's o NEslawala 25 mileswehers you stirile
the Columbimyssessel Would muaom te keep down the
umhyxmmmmuuzm.mnma; here you
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gan reposs yourself and femilies in somparstive mﬂx.
Here you ulmymnsm to pleges, and take all by
water mptm 8 whieh is m“n sgross tho Cas-
oade mountain.,” (250} |
| This ssme writer offersd o bit advise on the firss
page of his book to the affest that "When you stext over
thess wide plains, let no leave dependent on his hest
frisnd for anything for if m do you will mmw haye
« blowsout before you get fur.* (831) |

The lest mnwsmmﬁmanymmm
rosd 1B 1847 was that of s relative of Wilson Prise Humst
of the Astoria payty of 1811, Joun S. Hunt end femily.
Five dollars paid for toll on the Barlow road left My,
Hont with only fifty eents in csah and with a family of

six sons and three mg:;aru to provids for. Rortunstely,

hs was ons of the few/hed zolatives, a broiher, alrsady

here, to whom he oould go for help in getting started. (258)

In 1848, Jemes D, Miller, wrote of The Delles, where
bis paryy esaped on theGolumbie near where the Umatilla
House later stoodj

There was only one houss in night et this oanp.

Indian agent Hathen Olusy hed s ocabin Wﬂk below

onr flat, He had an Indien wifo. 8 was the firs$

houass or setiler that wo found on our route, after J.oarm

Big Blus River, not over 100 miles fyom 5%, hwe
mfmﬂ%mgtn the 4iffeyent forts om our you
neze 17, mm, Hall and Botse, all of whieh ﬁu
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abods duts oemupied by traders, who roxmu the business
of trading with the Indiens for their furs,” (853)

Tds party, 1ike many othors same %00 late to govc
oyer the Barlos road, They moved caxp west to Crate's
Point and eonatwusted refts %0 Saks them down the Columbim,

Fars of the immigreation of 1548, arriving late in the
yoar, hnd to walt at The Delles for e Chinook wind %o
" bresk up the 108 in the river. The mountains at thls
time of the year were impassable, and the rim eould not
be traveled until the ice clsared, This ceeurred abous
the BOSh of Desemder, There was 1ittle et The Dalles exoept
the deserted mission, tenentless since the Whitmen massaore
in the fell of 1847, Many of the {mmigvant party took
refuge there. A mils beloy was tha Catholle m:utm of
Bishop Blanchet and Rev. Rosseau whore the fOrSyeRiners weze
able %o prosurs cxen and good besf 1o use as long as they
stayed. (854)

By 1850 mome of the Indfans troubls hed been quieted)
& military fort had been established ot The Dalles, the
Oayuse wer hsd been hwought to a eloss, the Gatholi¢ misse
fonaries head taken the place of the Methodists and m
meatmmu an&'ﬂw site hMtﬁMl
period of growts: and settlement in ths 1630's whieh 1mid

&
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the foundation of the gold dissoveriss of the 1860's
and was to decoms one of the busiest and most plogturcsque
senters in the Northweat,

- 1850 may be gsonsidered the beginning, very generally
speaking, of The Dalles, for in that yoeor troops of the
United Statea regular amy wers sent to The w« %0 make
their headquerters snd to establisk Fort Dalles, This
gave the long desired portestion and 1s4 to the growss of
s sestlemsnt, Exposure to dndian hostilities =nd frontier
aydships had heen two importen$ influences in discoupe

aging settlemond,

| One or two settlers howsver, had deficd all frontier
dangers and had taken up olaims near The Dalles evsn before
the soming of the rifle regiment. One of these wes Joseph
Lavenduye sliready mentioned, who settlod on what was later
%he Chrimeen plase m"m sou thesstera part of The Dalles,
(285) Ancther was Nathen Olmey,the first Anerican to ssttls
in The Dalles, who =sttled in 1847 on Chenowith eFeek, Im
1853 he s0ld to Dr. Shaug and loontsd om & stosk rench om
Ten Mile ereek where the immigrant road orossed the aresk,
now the yailroad station, Fairbanime later he moved to the
Ketobum place at the junetion of Five and Eight Mile exeeks.
Olney, fer many years prosinent in Indien affeive before |
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the soming of the settlers,was aftawapds promineat in eivil
affairs, He was the first justice of the peede in Waseo
ecounty, was: deguty sheriff in 1685, eify marsba) in 1864,
end was one of the organizers of the Repudlisen parsy in
Opegon, (288)

' iountaineer, in en artiole on The Dalles before
$he ¢oming of the min body of settlers, regoyds the
following}

At or near The Dalles mro had been a wumy
settler ever sinse the elose of the am war; end also a
gestlier named Tomlinson, end two Fu on farms neay

Yolley, fifty miles ox more seuth of The Dalles.

e piomm of sastern Oregon, aftsr the missionare
%:udemmuunua nv- by treding ia
end horses with emigrants and whish they

Bont OF & MilLtary poat ot The Belles, it required s
men a a a8 ro a
government license, s.ma +he my‘atutaagn t of Indian
ar7airs, so irage uunhers 8 the Casgades, snd &
apwsn pamt&oa fxom the gommander of the pou t0 trade
at this pﬁiﬂta (257}

One of the most oanumu ssoocunts of ute in The
Dellss after the soming ¢f the troops im 1850 is eontained
iu a book, "Reminisgences,” written by irs. Xlimabeth Lord
who ¢mme with hey family, the W.C, Laughlins, t0 The Delles
{n Cotober, 1880, and who mbwmw spent the greater
pers of har life there, Hex family sams t0 Oregon with
the inteasion of goinz on t0 the Willamet$e vallsy tas as

Mrs, Lord s quoted,” Mam proposes and God éisposes.®
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They found the %oats on $hs river loaded %o sapaeity
and, as supplies and money were running low they finelly
deoided to setile at The Dallee, at least for the winter,
They first settled at Crate's point about five miles fyom
the post, Mr, lLaughlin, the father of irs, Lord,put up
8 small house alone, and »my iived for a time by hunting,
with ocoenassional trips to Nathan Olney's store for supe
plies they hed % have, (868) |

'Mra.- Logd says of The Mias at this timeg

“The land was unmsyu; the reaseyvation from the
military pest was five miles with the gamp foy the

genter, eould, if so niri mm on land
outaide et orvat on, bt it uu gonsidered
gafe, @u e . hhc were more or less

treasherous and antruawormw : 859
| The ou‘.ly hogses in the wrﬁacn at this time were
the long log barragks with eix or eight rem, used for
many years as offigers' quarters, and a gonmissary and
guard house, Begeuse ‘they wera unable %o obtain sawed
Jumber, the soldiers were qmtéroc in ¢dents unsil a mil)
gould be duilt, Meny immigrants were employed during
the winter of 1850 eresting the mill, ‘milding quarters for
the men, & barn for the horses, and & cottege for the
sommmnding officer. (260)

| The dusiness part of The Jalles had 1t2 beginning
whon John Gden of Salem cpened a sutler's store, the first
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%o B8 Built that was not oonnested with the Hudson's Bay
Company. When the rifle e imeat was ordsred away in
1861, Pell so0ld the store to Williem Gibson. The sesond
stors %o be construsted wes thet of Allen, WpKinlay and
Company, built in 1881, and plaesd in gharge of Perrin
Wnitman, nsphew of Dr, Mareus Wnitmen.(261) In the fell
of 1880 G,¥, Hunt #01d his interest in a store in Walde
Hills to his father and bouBhk an cutfit to trede with
Ihdima in Eastern Oregon. With Henvy wmnm and
Thomas Boggs he orossad the Cascsdes by the Barm road
%o Five Mile oreek not far from The Dalles where they este
adlished & trading post, trading flour, bascn, and other
supplies to the emigrants for worne-out stook. They alme
traded todasgo, powder, and similar cormodities to the
indians for horses, (268)

The ycar 1831 saw the erestion of the first house in
The Delles end on November S OF that year the first poste
offise u# eptablished with Willien R.Gibeson as the firaed
xmlhmm- In Mereh of this year, aaoomng to Mrae
Lard, the rifle regiment was ordered away and two hundved
men were thrown out of work bdegsuse of the fest that the
govermment deolded not to oonetruat any more bulldings at
The Dslles, the bulldings which had been gompleted "beling

s
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amply for the sixteen privates, %o nonmeommd satonsd
officers and the lisutenant™ who wore to take the plage of
the mgmat.

The emigrants of 1381 found the laughlin home a wels
aome base of supplies eftsr the long oross-gountry trip.
They were starved for a ghange of diet end emgerly bought
at almost any prise asked whatever Mys, Leaughlin eould
sparesesbutter, milk, buttermilk, vegeiables, picklks egss
and other foods would would break the tireacme monoteny
of thoirmisnnt diet. The ﬁnwr of 1881 and 1852 was
. & mild eand plessant one with only s Dow inshes of suow
in Muber, and things at m bglles prosxcmﬁ very
well, (268)
| The yeey )BBZ wes on oxeiting and eventful cne faor The

Palles M. ,”u as for the reat of Yregon, Thet year

brought by far the largest immigration that hed yet arossed
the plains to Oregons Thousands came, The nain body of
~ travellers began arriving in Augdst and contimied through
‘September and Oetobar"and into the wmm On Catober B,
1858, ir. A:L*nh i, Davis entered in his diary; "mads eighteen
=iles to Fort Dalles; orossed lUesoimt 8 River pasased 440
wagone fyom Fort Bolseg here over 100 wagons with families
and many ¥t to be forwarded st this plase.” (264

The Delles beceme a "reritadle aity of tents.” As in

tﬂw) llup Lo Pe 98. ‘_
854) Davis, A.l.Ovegon FPlonesr Transastions, p. 389,



As in previous lorgs immigraticns the eariier comers fared
yather well Mt the later ones found their 41ffioulties
ingreasing as the season advanesd and the erowés f"‘ The
Dalles grew; All possible supplies were reoruited =t -The
Dalles and relief supplies were dispeatohed from the Wills
maette valley., (265)

Rz¥s Meshoy, who resshed Ihe Dalles in September, 1853,
after a fiveemonth trip of 1800 miles from the Missouri
river over plains end mountains, found & restlese, ohange
ing crowd of travelsworn people waiting at The Dalles, He
has recalled the following piloture}

“The appearense of the growd of emigrant boggers
desoriptions Their dvess was o varied as pieces in e erazy
quils. Hore was & matronly dame 4in ¢lean apparel, bWt
withou t shoss; her husband perhape leosiked both shoes and
hat, Youngsters of all sizes were r about with seare
gely enough alothing %0 cover Shely nakefness, Some suits
and drosses were so patehed that 1% wes impossidle to tell
which was the originsl eleths, Ths ecler of practically
svoryone was that of desers dust.” (260)

They: were st the end of the trail with home 1300
niles or more bshind thems Many of thelr mumber had beem
left on the piain and the provisions of all were running
low, But shey looked forward from The Dalles with fore
titude and with tha$ same hope that kept mes pushing weste
ward sinoe the days of the Fortile Creseent, They wers of

every natfonality and all stations of life but olass lines




aund prejudice had heen lowsred by the eonssiousness of a
gommon goa)l and worn down by the eommon trials of the duste
laden trail.

And still they ceme, far into the winter. An item in
the Oregonien of Degember &, 1858, says,

*¥e have jJust lsarned from a reliesble sourge that all
the immigrants have arrived st The lalles, except one
family. They wore at Willow Creek, and had lost sverything
but one steer. Mr, I.B.Smith, of %h:la eity, who was at

The Dalles when this information arrived %hgrah:;?t out

with supplies and animels %o bring them in.

It has been estimated that more than 3(;00 immigrants
wagons ¢ame %0 The Dealles that season, A few stayed, but
most of them pushed on westward. The main body dissembled
their wagons at The Dalles and deesended the Columbie by
boat, driving the stock over the mountsins. Since many of
them weres poor end the eost of river transportation was
more than $100 some of them trisd the mountain roads,
often with disaterous results., bMany were compelled to
sell their belonging and suffering was intense, (268)

To add to their misery the winter of 1852 and 184S
was unusgally severe, oausing heavy losses of the stoek
whioch were not 1ost in other ways, Mr, John T, Kerns,
finding transportation down the river uninuable, enter~
ed the rollowing terse note in his diery of September 18,
1852, "If we have yet to take to the mountains, 1t will
be tough beef, certain., 2414 niles.” The next day he
added,"Lay at The Delles all day, @ongoeting a plan to get

December 4, 1858,
January 1, 1853,




ever these hills west of us, and at laat gonsinded %o
divide offfather, Thomas, Jemes and the women, to take the
goods snd %ake water, while James MoCoy, Samue) and myself
take the team, eattle and horses over the mountains, A
glorious time 'we' will bave, no doubt, Weather plessant,
No other newas. 8414." (269)

F.A.Chenoweth, in the Oragon gerritorisl legislasuye,
urged an appropriation of $10,000 for a road down the
Golumbia but his motion failed begause it wes estimated
that a sum of $50,000 %0 $100,000 would be negeasary for
the gonatruction of such & road and that sum was deemsd
too expensive for the territory. (270)

As might be expeckd, with so many people on its site,
the fontier post of The Delles graduulyﬁegm to take form
‘a8 e town and gradually ceme to be resognized ms such in
the minds of the passing immigrants. John T.Eerns wrote
in Saptemﬁex 14, 1852, that there was "a store, the |
Governmnt'ﬁuraoka end a Catholic mission, besides some
few dwelling houses below the narrows, forming & amell town
galled The Dalles." (271)

In the summer of 1852 a Mr. Thompson buils e crude
hotel and that seme yoar M.M,%ushing who came with the
regulars but later severed his conneation with them, begah

aaag Kerns, J.Ts
270) Orcgonien 5mu . 1855,
(87) Kerns, J.%., oreson Plones




the ersgtion of enother hotel, the first frame duilding
in The Dalles. (372) :

By 1863, whet had in 1850 been tne camp of Indians
and = stopping plage for passing immigrents wes the nucleus
of & promising town, Bolideg the hotels there were several
houses in The Dalles or at the landing, two stores, aﬁd
G&bsaﬁ's and Allen, ¥uKinlay and Gomy#hy‘n ihtch iaa sold
%o Sirms and Humason, W.C.leughlin took a donation land
¢laim and ereckd a substantial house upon 1t., More people
were coming, traders were numercus, and gattle buyers were
, "thiek as flies, whigh were not soarce,” (878) Later
some of thess psople took up land, Ameng ticse who 4id
were Charles Denton, Dr. Sheug, and sfsmily by the name of
Ksthews, A Mr, Bigelow brought a small stosk of goods to
The Dallss, ohiefly groceries end liguors, and build a store.
Williem Gibson moved his store from the 5nrriian grounds to
she townj ¢ 48 was sabsequently purshased by Viator Trevits,
A My, Forman Biilt a blackamith shop, Lieutenant Forsyth
erected a twoestory frame house, which was ogoupied the
next year by Cates as a hotel, and Cushing and Law soon put
up another log store and Jemes MoAuliff a third, (274)

278) RiddeR: Native Son, p. 28.
273) wrﬁ pp L0,
274) The Mounteineer, Mey 23, 1869
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Passenger and fright facilities on the river gontinued

%o be scarge until the surmer of 1653 when things began

to clear a dis, The military post, whigh had become o
nueleus of trade and business, madse 1t negeasary to impron
the means of transportation that ths government auﬁpliu
might be more easily and rapid.ly Gﬂ_!l’f.ﬂan (295) In the
spring of 1883 the steamboat, 4llan, was brought to the
Columbia to run betwsen The Dalles end Casgades, the first
steem boat to run on that puri of -the river, The txip
required seven hours %0 travel the ﬁiatanéa of fifty miles
but it was a mueh needed step toward relleving congestion,
and mrkad. the passing of the extreme ﬁonuer and the
eomﬁ:g of an era of gomparative ‘oomrart and oertainty.'

The year 1854 emphasized this idea s$ill more, In the
first plsce, this :éegian was given regognition ‘whez;., on
‘,Eamary 11, 1854, the territoriasl legislature passed an
aat oreating Wasgo gounty with The Dallss as the county
seat, The eo@ty at this time eomprised all the territory
. west of the Rooky Mounh;n’m and sast of ﬁhn Gnaéado
‘mountaine with the mrth@rn bouﬁaazy at the Columbie and the
southern bhoundary at ﬁm Celifornis line, DNespite this vast
extent of hrzitdry aotual settlement of the region exsept
at The Dalles had veen s0 sieu that Ma jor Rains, then

Ibid., (275),
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stationed at Fort Dalles, opposed the formetion of & gounty
begause he sald thet only 38 white pecple astually ree
sided withingthe proposed gounty lipits,

My, Leughlin in tHs year imported soms frult trees
from the Emstewpears, apples, peaghes, and some grapes,
surrants, gooseberries, and a fow hives of bees, Bullding
ia Ths Dalles went forward steadily., The town grew at
first up Main street for some distance,and then up Union
one Blooks Then an effort was made %0 stars it up Weshe
ington streei R.R,Thompeon, who was afferwards very promine
ent in the pudlic and bustiness life of The Dalles, came
in 1654 a8 en Indisn sgent. On August l4he entered 640
aores under the Donation land ae$, part of whioi later
begame Thompson's Addition to Dalles City (£76)

The year 1884 saw the pessing aAr the historic remains
of the frontier mission post when the Methodist mission
bu‘ildinga woere tora down and & military ccemissary and
guardhouse were pult up in their plase. '(2'7?) '

About fnu time gold was diseovered in fhe Gniviuu
region and the marghfor the gold ficld wee started. JFrom
Pertiand and other plages in the Willamette walley lerge

¥ anal OHQ.Vol.16 pe. 161,

37” man”' Ps W8



 parties left daily for the Colville mines. Those who hed
but a short time ago passed through The Dalles on their
way westward in searseh of homes now fiooked bagk in great
numbers in seareh of wealih in the mines., The Orsgonien
of July, 1885, observed ihat "We are glad to see among
those going, many of our most energetic and determined
eitizens, who are not eesily dim;'sm or disheartened,
but who will}penetrate and explore the length and breadsh
of these nawly diseovered gold fields,” {2%8)

Letters from The Dalles ¢ame daily and the peges of
the peper for this time ran frequent articles and items of
news from the mines, Bupplies at The Da].iu becems sosree
-and the pdec of sommoditieos rose aw?oraingly. Cormon
Indien horses sold from $60 to $80 and those travelers
from the Willamette valley were advised %o bring their own
horses snd supplies if possible rather then purehase
themat The Dalles (279) In 1805 there wers seversl stores
in The Dall: s with good stuogks of goods end & surprising
amount of good Lusinsss. Thore was also "an intelligens
g¢ommnity and a pleasant loomlity for e large towm, Only
d1sagresable feature is the high winds, and ths size of
the gravelestonss which sre hurled by thems " (880)

. {878) Oregonisn, J 21, 18885,
fgm nia e T AL
.Oregonian, Aug. 4, 1855. (280)



From this time on buildings went up rapidly and many
hotels and rosteurants were eregted to meet the nceds of
passing travellers as well as the ingoming settlers,
Meanwhile settlers had been taking up land in the vieinity
of The Dalles end in the surrounding country. In 1885 and
1866 when the restlesas natives egaine went on the warpath
theses ocutedirelling settlers took their goods and floeked to
The Dalles for safety. Among those who game were Wililam
MeEay from Umatilla end & Miss Huaamt Gambcﬁ fyom Fors
Wella Walla, In 1866, these m were married,taking out
the first marriage ligcense issued and regorded under the
naw Wasgo sounty. Two other merriages hed taken plsse in
The Dalles defore this, one of George Snipes on Septemder
18, 1853, and the other of M, M, Cushing and Hiss Mayy
Pigott on April 16, 1854, tut that of Williem MoKay was the
first one officially resorded (281)

On September 15, 1855, a nmass meeting was held by the '
residents of The Dalles t0 formilate rules for a governs
ment and division of property, the first regular town
meeting. A board of tyustees weas elegted to serve as eme
esutive officers, sonsisting of W,C, Laughlin, preéident
and ReD.Foraythe, J.C.Geer, W.d, Feunteyoy, and Orlands
Bumason, This board desided to hold an eléetion on April

(261) Article,

o_Boa, October, 1900, Vel. I3,

P» M,
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7, 1858, for the selegtion of the first regularly elested
officers of The Delles., Those eleated at the meeting were
H.P, Iseaacs, ohafirmen of the board of tmste_n, N.H,Gates,
Jemes MoAulifr, J.P., Booth, regordsr,and Orlando Humason,
treasurer. (282)

On November 1, 1836, a sshoel 4istrigt was orgenized
with C.R,Melgs as the firstteasher, Before this time ede
ucation at The Dalles was taken care of more or loss
privetely. In 1854 & smsll), roughly btiﬂ-.ltf log mat, ¢alled
the Sims sshoolhouse, was built near the Sims donation elaim
et = gonvenient distanse from the garrison aw&n was
shon known as "'fm Lending," Jrs, ﬁmm tells us that
"Pster Fair, a sergeant of Gompuny B, Ninth Hegular infentry,
¢f 014 Fort Delles, was the £irss$ one to teach sehool in
eéatarn Oregon, asgording %o a good anthority, Rev. James
Gerrish, a Hetholist minister, also held the first pudlie
preaghing serviees of the present liethodist shureh in thise
1ittle duilding,” (298) The seeond teagher was Charies
Ry, Meige, who later was a representative of Waseo county
tc the eonssitutional conferense that frumed the gonstitution
of Orsgon, Others who taught were a Mrs, Sgonge who taught
two terms in 1854, end My, M,R, Hathaway who s$aught in 1885,

The first schoolhouse to be sreoted in the distriet
estadlished by Sexation {n 1856 was built in 1669 and was

(28] Meas ordatarl ga




looated at the foot of the BIuff below where the present
Dallss hospital stends, on Fourth and Laughlin streets,
The first teagher here was Mr. Frank Johnson; later a mem
ber of the faoulty et the University of Chiesgo, and a
wolleknown seientist. He was succeeded by My, and Mrs,
Post, Some of the subjoots ¥aught ineluded lLatin, algedrs,
geometry, natirel history, English, with, of qaurso;, the
usual spelling bees. (884) In 1864, Rev, Vesmesaoh,
rveaident Catholie preist at The lmlles, invited the Cathol ¢

sisters to open a sehool there whioh invitation was
aguepted, (285) o

The populstion of the region had been graduelly, Rev,
Bzye Fisher, writing from Oregon City in Jemary, 1888,
deseribsd The Dalles as rollowst

"I sake my pen %0 give you a brief agoount of my late
tour fyom this plece to The Dalles, o rising town and a
military post on the Qolumbia near the cast hase of the Case
¢ads Mounteins,
ssvesssl found twentyefour femilies, insluding threoe oy
four of the offigers and soldiers, in this place mnd vicinity,
- besides a mumber of white men who had merried Indian wonmein

and some thirty or forty singls men in tred and farming,

as Ihad good reason 0 suppose. Here are stetioned two
or thrse¢ eompenies of government trocps to defend ocur frone
tiers fyom Indien invesion, Here also are ocnstantly a
gonsiderables mumber of Indians, amounting to foriy or fifty
families, who dwell here and qultivate smell fislde of po-
tatoes,corn and melons,.” (286)

It has boen estimated that the population of Thes Dalles

in 1888 was about 2668 persons (287) Mrs, Lord gives an

265) Lackley p. 585. |
286) Fisher, Gorrespondesngd
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interesting sidelight on 1ife in this frontier town in the

days of 1%s early growithj

"m:r was always a turbuhnt day &t The Delles in
early times," she says,® We only attended the Sunday sehool
one Sunday, On our way home, juat as we 20t opposite the
saloon at the foot of Washington Street, a lot of &runken
men osme out of the saloon, swearing and talking exoitedly,
Two men had gome out of the saloon to settle & gquarrel,
and one man killed the other as we were ﬁuuins by mﬁmr
said that we regeive more haym than good by beinz on the
ptrest h{ 80 he wouldn't let us ga to Sunday sehwol
any WOFO L™ 3&

1557 was an uwntmg&our for Wegm and for The

Dalie s, Then degan sgitation to make Oregon e state and
in that year The Pelles veeeived its ehartey as an ingore
porated town, Weseo qounty was represented at a eonstite
utional convention urging statehood held at Salem August 1,
1857, by George R, Meigs, Gdlonel N.,HA,Gates was sent to the
legislature to intyodues a dill for the ineorporetion of
The Dalles, On June 26, 1887, a charfer was granted under
the mame of Delles Oity, The first officers to servé under
theé charter were N.H. Gates,prosident of the board of trusteses,
E.G.Cowne, R.Hall, B,F, MaCormick, P.Crein, Charles R. Meigs,
regorder, and Orlando Humason." (289)

Some ghanges were mads in the charter in 185% when
" 4he limiss of the oity werc extended %o the segond bluff
and provision was made for the elestion of regular oity

offiotaels inatead of trustees, Other small altemtions were

e

288 Loonty P. 986, (Quoted fram the writings of krs.Lord.)
289) Losiiey, 5. 9ab, T




made in 1862, 1868, 1870, and 1860.

On May 8, 1889, sn ordinanse was passed by the board
of trustees organizing Book and ladder Gompany, Ko, ‘1.
the first fire department at The Mellsa, This was disbanded
in 1860 and in 1862 the Piligent ook and Ledder Company
replaced it. In 1860 an engine house was ecnstructed. (39 )
By this time the town wes building up Union stirees one blogk
from Main, up Court street and up ¥ashington ome bloek. The
Main street grads was then level with the besgh., After the
vuilding of the railrcad through Hain street later, the
grads was 11if%ed twelve or fifteen feet, (291)

On Februery 25, 1868, Jumes 3, feynolds wes grented a
franghise %0 lay water pipes in the atrﬁetnvanﬁ'alloya of
The Dalles and three months liater he vossived a ameeond
franchise %o lay e plenk tn1k>rramfﬂn&ah street %o low
wator mayrk on the Columbia with permission to collest toll
from all pedssiriens using it. In the same year, in Septe
ember R, Pentland began sonstrustion of waterworks for the
eity. (B92)

Seld

[?hn era of the early 1860°': was a gillded ege for The

Delles, In the apring of 1860 £,D, Price, a trader, dise

ilﬂo Logkley, p. 938, _— |
29)) Mrs. Crandall, Goyered Sagon layp, The Chronfele,

,,‘,‘,
‘3%) Loskley, p» 930.
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soversd gold on Orerino Cyeek in l4abs near where 1t
enptiss into the Clearwater river. The news spread like
prairig firej firat to Walla Walla, then to The Dalles, and
on toPortland. In an imoredibly short time msny of those
maltitudes who had poured through The lalles westward dound
" in search of homes in the Willamette Valley now came rushing
bak through The Dalles eastward bound in ssarsh of wealth
in she gold fields. Thousands rushed in, New sreas were
sxplorsd, new mines cpemsd up and small minimg towns sprang
up almost @s 1f by meglo,| Plerse, Elk ¢ity, Florsnse, and
osher town in Bojse Basin became femous almost oves® night,
end yielded thousends of dollars, BRumus states that a man
named Misener rooked out $80,000 in six weeks snd amother
men made $36,000 in a very short time. As the news spread
it has been estimted that prodably 30,000 paep}.é orowded
~ the mining camps of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, L,men; o
%00, the winter of 1861 snd 1868 broke all resords for seve
erity. The thermometey went down $0 30 degrees below ‘mero
and three feet or more of snow fell. This meany Mavjr loss
of stook and/ofiops sent many peoplc prospeeings |

[All af his yeagted 1ike an Altddin's lemp in The -
Delles, stimulating 1% to » remarkable dsvelopment. Partice
uler impetus wes given by traffio from the mimes of the Joha
Day , mﬁo: and Owyhee river msionftz (283} ‘-A letter in

N

(293) MoArthur, Oregon Ge
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the w in 1862 gave a golorful desoription of the
erstwhile military post turned invo a rendezvous of miners,
The lette: was dated June &, 1862, and conteined the follew~
{ng deseriptiony |

, *Inis town, {The Dslles) some forty miles above the
Gasosdes, is the best business point onr the river.sesees
4 beawy gmimu has bsen dons hare this season, and there
are perhaps not lesa than fifty dusiness houses of various
kinds, Many of the Jargest establishments have been driven
into tents, and the numberous whits tents on the hill sides
and all over the town, give the plase a novel aiy, The
lower end of HMain street is thres op four feot under watey
ssseapine damage done b high water is estimated at from
forty to sixty thousand dollars, and the river, after falle
ing, 18 slightly risings The town has & poepulation of about
one thousand; has soms halfea«dozen hotelseegcme pretyy
gnaa neayly a8 many lawyerseeas meny doobraj a tasty
- Gatholie Churgh-etwo or three preachers; some Indians, s falry
share of ra,and all the oier festures which maks &
variegated and wi&mun towne its future, lilke overything
in this ypper countyy, dspends u.on the mines, Ir they
‘pan outi there will be & good town here, (2394)

This lettsr finished with a deseription of the military
post at The Dalles and was signed,"An Observer.” The
Oremnhn, in the early 1860%s 1m1£m many desoriytions
 of 1ife and oonditions at The Dalles and ran constant news
and feature artiéloa on the mining regions for whioch The
Dalles was the supply base., Ancther oommuniestion t0 the ede
itor of the Oregonisn, dated September 89, 1862, had the
following to ssy about The Delle s

. *1 propose vauring mny sojourn in Thg Dalles to &og‘ |
g;u a letter ogosssionally, and I send you first today

Express. Why by Express? Because the mail 4ia trb
woskly and begeuse 1t ia allowed %0 bo two days in making

(894) Opegonian, June 14, 1362, p. 1.
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t¥ip fyom heye %o Portland end vise YOrfBesesessThe
tﬂpn n;ro sertainly being made in so short a time, and
th:u amount 1‘1’,’ mail matier already is large enocugh to warrant
fa WALLe
Delles 18 in e very flourishing condauon. Business
is livelysegood buildings are in aanam progess of GOnw
strustionw»the stroets are always erowdedsethe hotsls and
mthn u::ntu mmu high, and muma::n?r zoon igz:a'«r
n ¥he supp I's are gons o and go
and money appears to be plenty. Of gourse in the midu of
@ll this hmm.o and business we have ideadefslls,” danse
houses and hwn unmentioneble, with & goodly port.ton of
pwronia nen~profesaional ehaps seeking whom they
m; ours No pmdnnt man nesds gaution against thess,
1dsa$ man will teke eaution if offered.” (895)

/ The mining distriet nearest to the settlements was
thaet of Rook sreek, adout 140 miles southeast of The Dellses.
The mines here were not exteansive but returns were goods
Avottalxtyenins miles east of Rosk ereek, was the famous
Canyon City distriet, ons of the beat camps on the tmmt./
In the years from 1868 to 1865 1ife in Canyon City was
seething with ectivity and mining history wes written here
that equalled say written in Virginia City or any other of
the riotous mining centers of the west, Twentysfive miles
po¥th of Qenyon City the Elk ereek mines lured peopls by
the hnndreds, Smeller minos,"mo.wom Josated at Dixie
about twenty~five miles east of Canyon City, at Viment's
fifteen miles northeast of bixie, Olive oreek twelye milea
noxth of Vingent's, e very good one at Granite oreek snd
good ones in the Burnt end Fowder river distrists. (296)

As the gold from these mines was brought benk it

“brought %6 The Dalles an era of feverishactivisy, changs,

Bt RS SRS 1 Fﬁmh&r 13 mn
2 ¥e¥ &Optwbel‘ 1‘; 1860,
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show, free and oasy spending, a sort of secmopolitan
mingling of elasses, soerssin weskening of morel lawsee
ganbling, holdeups, daring deeds, and free from ell enforges
ment of individual law, And by the side of all this same
eomparative gomfors,gromh of wealih, unrivalled examples of
. ploneer eoursge, and rperseverange, and development in duse
inese, transportation, and oommnisstion. Over all of this
hung & glamcur of romance, gripping,appealing, though tinged
wish brass. This was the ore of the unrestrained 1ife in
mining oamps, of thspony express, of the stsgesoeeh, of the |
great wagon tyeins of freighters, of the overlend mmil and
of development of railvromds and steamboats,

Eln Dalles, though not & mining tain, was,as the bese _ |
of suppliss for all 'eutarn Oregon and even ldsho and lMone
tane mines, greatly affested by all the phases of the age.
Regular eomminigation was early established between The
Dalles and Canyon City|and meintained in true ploturesque
western style during the height of the ers,) Regularly
from The Dclles the pony expross left, on swift, tireless
horses, to carry news to "a lone frontier" at Canyon City
 and points east. IV sarried weloome messsges sagerly
looked for in far-off camps, It met all the hardships of
. trails pushing into the frontierw~loneliness, fatigue,
danger from Indieans, the menage of holdeps, and constan$
sinfler tests of courage and resourcefulness. Ia the fall



of 1868 when Thomes H, Brents and his partiner liwnd the
first express line from Canyon City to The Dslles the way
isd through virtuelly untcughed country; shere wers no
ferries on the rivers, no bridges, little protestion fyom
the Indians and frequent mensge from highwey men. (89Y)
Close upon the pony express %o eare for the heavier
demands as the era advanced oame the stagesoash with its
sturdy,swaying body peoullerly fitted for its task. Drewn
- usually by four or six fleet horses momu;r shosen and
skilifully matshed, and driven by rugged, sble pilots, Shase
014 Coneord coaghes bridged the distance fom the railrouds
to the rmie'mﬂtier in aspite of danger. They are only
@& memory now but they were a long step from the plodding oxe
toema Of & fow yoars earlielr. |
*They were Jaunty enough in mﬂ.r with their eavere

aous bYodiee extended behind mte a mmm or hoot for the

veceirticn of hngggo and were Lully kigh up in front %o
furnish & throne be driver, who a»em e high seat not
only that he might keep a bettar Jockeut for the iIndians
androad egent,but also that he might the batter supervise
the six horses hounding along under hiszs akillrel mmamnt.
They were not unecmfortadle, those 0ld gocches

hodiea swung on great J.antmz styaps which aat%om m Jois
fnn a gentle swaying motion to the heavy vontrivanee,”

wsa
Slevin and Gompeny Operated a stage line between The
Pelles and Bannock City in 1868, Somisweekly 1ines were

established in 1864, betwesen The Dells s and Canyon Gity and
in that ssme year 1ines werc sent out %0 the Owyhee and
Boise mine regions (B99)

{1y T’."‘ 2" u?
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| Ajong with the aMaamah and pony express cgame the
gzein freighters, iagona of twelve to twenty horses driven
with a jerkeline, the driver riding & wiseler and manege
~ing the roat of the tm witi & Mns].c liMu Greet supplie s
of freight oeme by boat as far as The balles or Umatilla
Landing and then were tranasferred tc the wegons and hauled
over long ond often almost impessabls roads to distant mimms
in Zastern Oregon snd southern {dehos These, %00, Awara tare
gots for the insident dangers of the traile. 4in item in The
Mountainser in Ostober 18686, astates thut "Iheze is now & |
large emount 0f freight sooumulated here from Cenyon Gity.
Teamsters are demanding eight to ten gents per pound, owing
to the danger attending a trﬁp of this kind, (800)

Drivers or these wagons wrota the history of these
times in dust, figuretively spesking, Their lives were neo-
essarily yrongh and ladoricus and their vooabularice at times
moye foreeful and expressive then refined, but they suppiied
the needs of handreds of souls in those distant; outlying
oommini ties, and played no sm:1l per% in the bullding of she
western empire, These drivers and the freighters held sway
until the coming of the xaimada in the sayly 80%'s whan
this lest remnant of the old Trail psssed into cdlivion with
other herolo esscoistions of those early days. . Since’ the
first reilroad 414 notvrenoh The Do}les until the 1880%'%s
1% 1s somewhat ouuxao' the scope of nls papers

(300) Orsgonian Oot. 18, J.BM. ps &. ‘ f!ﬂﬁ’m
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My, Samael Bowles, who im 1880, mede en overland txip
to the West with Honorable Sohuyler Colfax, Spcaker of the
House of Representatives, wrote of The Dealles;

"At the Dalles iies the segond town in Uregon, bearing
‘the neme of The Dalles, and holding a population oi twentys
five hundred. It is tﬁn entrepot for the seatiered mines
of eastern Oregzon, for we sre now on the castern slopes of
ths mountaina, end vory mieh also for the Boise snd
Owyhee mines in Idahe" (801)

Mr, Bowles estimeted that two millions dollars in gold
dust oame in from eastern Uregon and ldeho in the aingle
nmonth of June, 18885,

The disgcvery of gold turned o new pege in the hiatory
of the Northwest, I% endad.a ehapter of the privetions of
fronfiler 1ife and turned %o a new one of a ecmpurativsly
gomforable civilizetion, The oxeteam era was s aléwnmavina
one until gold ohanged its painselaking exi#tanne to a
dynamic period of rapid growth in trede, transportation,
eomminicetion, wealth, and eities and towns. It opened up
the sountry; it sxplored every nook and eranny. It mimoved
isclation,lessened hardships of family life and supplied many
aamrbrta; it iner ased populstion end logeted trede centerss
Helena, Boise, and The Delles are only a few of thess.

- The Dalles, as has been said, was the trading conter
not only for Oregon but £or pert$s of ldahc, Montans, and
éaat@fn Fashington. Supplies were sent not only to the doge
-ena of 1soleted mining towns but to centers at Walle Welle,
Missoula, and Boise., Moat of the trade of this period wes

to the eastward and muoh interest was felt in the develdpment

- ey

{30)) Bowles, p. 188.
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of the uppeyr country. Trede with the Willamette where the
returns to the merchents were ehiefly flour, grain, fruit,
or hides, eompared to thet whieh poured in from the uppey
gountry on daily steamers in form of gold dust, was 1itsle.
"The latter is immediately converted into ¢oin and seeks
rew ghannels of investment, and 18 turned over s halfedozen
times a ysar, whereas the former mist bide its fortunete
msrked snd sales were thus delaysd Ifrom week to week and
from month to month" (302) The need for & United States
mint was urged for the Feoiffe northwess, preferable at
Walla Wella but if not there, "then at The Dsllesesthe
great Golden Gate of the Upper Columbis." In 1865 Congress
appropriated $100,000 for eonstruction of a mint at The
Dalles but before it was gompletod they dsoided taat the
one in Sean Fremeisco was enough =nd s0ld the site and builds
ing baefore it wss eompleted.

Por e ploture of The Dealles during the pesk of its
proeperity in the days of the gold rush I heve depended upon
the mr‘raﬁve of Colonel ienyy Ernst Losch, e prominent
Oregon hortisulsurist and pioneer, a member of General

Fremontys bodyguard, a one=-tims pony express rider, and a
resident at The Dalles in 1884 and 1865, when thet town was
one of tha most important and picturesque mining desss of
the Forthwes$, ea told in em interview with Mr, Fred Nookley

(302) Mullen, O«HeQe,VOle 4, . 209 Sept.L90S, from Walla Walls

to Sen Franeisco, (z"roz? ¥alle Wella Systesman
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Colonsl Dosch was born in ¥eing-on~the~Rhine, June
17, 1841, and came to Ameriea in 188C. When the Civil War
broke out he enlisted in Fremont's bodmuai-a, wes wounded
at Springfield, October 25, 1861, reimlisted in the 8th
Missouri Cavelry when the bodyguerd wes dissharged in 1861,
end finally became ¢olonel of his regiment, On his honore
aboe dischaerge from the ermy he oeme west to Salt lake Gity
as a8 bookekeeper with the dryegoods firm of Kimball and
Lawrenge, From there hs west to California %o Virgiais City
where westeorn mining life was at its peask of lurid activity,
and were "saloon men, barkeepers snd gamblers were the
aristoorets of the community, and their vassals were blagke
legs, road agents and thugse. (B08)
| A.tter expriences with piuk and shovel and as & pony
express ridey from Virginia Uuy to Friday Station on lake
Tahoe, he went to San Franeisco where after much soarenhing,
he landed =nother siek and shovel job, Zneidentally the
en gine used to haul eway the sand from the shovels was
leter sent to be used on ths portage roed &t the Casgades,
the first engine used in Oregon. (306) Shortly afterwards
Golonel ma:g
woes given a jJob meking out bills for A.Cohn snd Company of
San mmctwo, who oparaied e siore In Fortlisnd known by
the seme name and one in The Dalles known as Bloek, Millex
Ia.nd Company. They alsc opirated atores in Wella Wolla,
Boise, Plaserville, and Coiville. (3205) |

o At
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~ iIn 1864, Mr. Dosch was Sransferred by the company Vo
their store at The Dallos, arriving thers April 10, 1884,
Bleoh, HMillsy end Company, had at that tims, the lergest
- store and the only amnp buflding in the stzte, end handled
general merchandise and miner's sup;lies beasides operating
a warehouse for transferring goods Wy pack train to the
mines. The stable populstion in The Drlles at that time
wes estimsted at cbout 2700 while the transient population
roised that figurse many hundreds, My, Hoesh axpertly teXls
us that there was "more J.J.te in The Dalles than there was
in Portlend im = month." (808)

~ He seys,"I was pu$ in oharge of buying the gold dustaes.
Gold Qust rrom districts where there was silver in whioh
the gold dust had e ° wap worsh $10
an ounoe, while the gold dust from Canyon Gity wes worth $17
an ounae. I1I the gold dust gsme from e distriet where ihepe
was ¢opper, it had = differsnt solor and commended a lowey
prive., 1 avereged %o my 504,000 worth of gold dast e wonth,
whioh was sent direet to the mm in Sen B’ranniuo. (807}

He further ells us that "The Dalles wea a wide open

town, It was never & %ough town like Virginis City.v Geoxge
Glaysonts gembling house was the largest in sestern Oregon

where money gould be put into sotion through poker, fero,
Ww&mnte or bets on the small horses. | Cigers were
11ty eents; drinks were twenty-~five cenls; and ihc 25 cent
piege wes the ammllest goin used., "Mary 3t. Clair, who was
known from British Columbia to Old Mexico, wes one of the
femous gharaoters of The Dalles in those days. She would

Foagmd. s Pe 9.
207 Ibu., Pe 10-
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oharge you $20 s bottle for echampagne, dut she would hend
$he money ov::r $o0 anyone who neoeded it just as ehserfully as
she took it She had a2 heart as bdig &8s an ox, sud if anymne
wae sick she was the first one to offer help and the last one.
to loave,”
mw Trevitt was enother wellsknown person in The Dalles
in those days and ofterwerds., He “ran the lt, Hood seloon
Just agrosa from Meyy St. Clair's pleoe, Vie reslly ren &
sort of a gantlumn’n elub, He iwlﬂ.n'a allow a drunken man
in ths plege, vnoithar would he etand for pough house nor rough
talk." in feet, you saw very few drunken men in The lalles 4in
those days.” (B308) Mr, Trevitt was anothey army msn, ene
listing in ‘the Segond Ohio Reglmeont in 1846. He served ons
| year ‘here, mistered out with his campany in June, 1847, and cam
%o Port Dalles about 1854, Later, besides being active in
the business 1ifs of The Dalles, he becams a lcader of the
Dompoyntie party and sorveu for & tims in thc sinte leoglies
lutuz?e,. : Kw high regerd for the lndians end his kindness to
tham made him a urm-lané friend of taat rase, His lest ree
qQuest wes %o be burisd smong them one ons of the buriel
islande in the Columbie river. He ofton said: "I have bus
one desirs afier I dle, to be 1aid awey on Memaloose Island
with the Indiens. They are mors honest then the whites, and
I live up %o the light they have., In the resurveotion 1
will take my chenges with the Indiens,” (309) When he died

im) ibid. ps 20, , o -
309) Mra, Grmﬁau, AnGian FLabhfars, DQH;QQ\, Yol. ﬂl, Ps 386.
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in San Francisco on January 23, 1883, at the age of 56, his
remains were brought up the Columbia on the femous steamsy,
Hasselo, and tiried on Memaloose,

Anothey outstanding figure in The Delles in cnily days
was Robert ReThompson, A native of Pennsylvania, he came
in 1846 to Oregon City where he spent two years working at
odd jobs,~wblacksmithing, cerpentcring, and others, The
go0l1d rush took him to Californis in 1848. In iugust 14,
1854, he moved his femily to The Ualles and entered 640 acres
under the Donation Land 8o%t, <Fart of this lend later becems
Thempsont's Addition to The Dalles, In 1852 he went Iast,
and in 1883 bdbrough back aocross the plains n banik of sheep.
On his return he was appointed Indian Agent and became at
onoe, landowner, sheep raiser, and Indisn agent, In addition
t0 this he took & contract for transportation of government
freight on the upper Columbia where he operated the rirst
steamboat on that part of the river, JFreight from the Deschutes
to Wallule was said to be $100 e ton by beteaux and $80 by
steamboat, Fortucnes were made in the dbusiness, and Thompson
became cne of the carly millionarises of Oregon. (310) 1In
1860 he was taken into the 0,5,N, company on his own terms,
$18,000 sash bonus and 120 shares, the largest amount held
by anyone,

"For his serviees as direotor, which were adiiaory and

not administrative, he was paid $1000 per month.," Forceful,

(310) EKlliot, Dalle
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osonfident, possessing good jugment, exparienced, and dumw
inanteethe J,P., Morgan of the Columbia, he was secldom
opppewed end ruled rather much as he pleased. In later days
in Celifornie he %0lid H.,H, Baneroft that one reason for his
luoaeal‘in life was that "he haed aiwnya from the very start
believed very styongly in a cersain man named Thompson.” (31l)
 Dre Thomas condon was anothsr welleknown man who spent
Bome time et The Dalles,., He was dborn in Ireland on Mareh 3,
1838, and moved to New York when he was sleven years old., He
later 1ived in central New York where he finished his education,
taught sghool for a time, snd made a golleotion of paleozoie
fosseils, In 1858 he finished the Auburn Theological Seminary,
married Miss Cornelia Holt, and left New York for Oregon
whore he settled in the Willemette wvalley., In 1862 he went
to The Dalles where he was for seve. al years in eharge of
the Congregaticnal mission, later serving two terms as mayor
of Delles city. during his resldenge here he made frequent
trips into the intsrior of isastern Oregon to study geologie
formations and mede a valuable collsetion of fossi) specimens
whioch bégame a center of interest not only for change visitore
but also for many noted men of soiesnce who were gled tc
pey tribute to the work of Ur. Condon. Iin 1892 he beoceme
professor of geology and natural history et Pacific University

(311) Inid., p. 168,
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and in 1896 took over the aamu*paaltion at the University of
Oregon where he remained until 1908. (312)

As we have sesn, the river furnished the first meens of
transportation for the Columbia distriety first cams Indian
eances, then the bateaux of the trappsr eand trader, and later
the barges, flatboats, and rafts of iomigrant days. With the
1880's came the steambost in regular use on thse Golumbie,

In 1880 F,A.Chenoweth lald out a portage road around the
Casoundes, duilt of wood and with power furnished by a mule,
leter he sold it to P.T.Bradford who rebuilt 2t in 1666 as
the steamboet era began, The first steambost to run on the
river sbove the Cascades seems to have Peen the Jemos R,FAing
buils by ﬁha Bradfords, J,9%,Verbagen, and Jemes R. Flins of
San Franoisoo, This wea a small side~wheeler with & single
engine geered to the shafts and when in motion aounded more
1ike "a thrashing maockine then a steamboet,” (818)

In 1851 1% was hauled over the Cascedes a@d operated
from time o time on The Dalles route, In 1858 the Lot Whitoomd
and the Multnomabfere on the river abowe the Casgades Wi

"none of these was running = regular sohedule and they were

iau)

0.H.Q., Vol. 8 pg.201,
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subjest to shange or removal at any time. In 1888 the Brade
tbréa aanatructad'anﬁ launghed on the middle river, the

Maxry, & double engine boet and the first stesmer econstructed

| on this pert of the river, The Mayy has long been noted as
the center of attaok by Indians when a group of natives on
the warpata ambushed end tried %o aaétura her at the mouth
of Mill Creek Guring the Indian war in 18058,

The first regular steamboat gombin:tion on the river
from The Delles to Portland app.ared about 1856, Business and
industry in The Dalles had not before this time developed to
any extent and fha mein supplies garyried were those for the
army post and for emigrants bound for ths Willemette vallay.

‘With the coming of the ¥usao in 1856 and the Hassalo in 1889
more regular and more dependeblec serviee was estcblished hee
tween The Dalles and the lower Columbia,

In the meantime, on the upper river, at Celilo, R.R.
Thompson and L.W.Coe had built = small boet called the Yenture.

This_erarﬁﬁun aceidentelly wreoksd by going over the falls
before it had been put in use. Then in 1859 she Jolonel
Mritht was sucoessfully leunshed on thia part of the river

and for many years vwirtually oaipaﬁ money for its owners,
- BuckXe and Olmstead launched the Mountain Dugk on the Fortlande -
caacahaa run in 1859 or 1860 and this steamer, with the Haseg

aﬁove the Cascedes, and the portage road at the Cascades owned
by tais compeny formed the first through lime from Portland
to The Dalles. (314) |

(314) Idsde, pe 128,
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After 1805 and 1886 settlors began spreading over the
oountry, business was beginning to devadlop and the need for
supplies was inoreasing. The gouatry east of the Casgades
was rapidly growing in the produetion of agricultural pro=
duots, The inorecase was chiefly in wool, vegetablss, and
hides,

By 1859 transportation had inoremsed enormously and
freight was heavy, Retes were high, $40 a ton being charged
for trensportation between The Dalles and Portlend., Hay
purchased by the government 1i1 San ¥rancisoo for The Dulles
Post sost 77 a ton by the time 1t reached The Delles, (318)-
Before long the profit of the business attzasted various
psople into the field and by 1860 thers were ﬁtb through lines
running between the Dalles end Portlsnd snd ompetition besame
keen, A rate w:=:8 was thresatened bﬁt before this decame w-ll
under way those sonserned formulated e plan of merger and
one of the most signifigant events in the history of the rxiver
took placewethe organization of the Uregon Steam Navisation
compahy. o |

Steamboats, portages, wharfboats, and all property eonne
6oted with them were apprnﬁed énd valued ot $1§5,000 and on
Dagember 89, 1860, articles of incorpor.tion for the Oregon
Steam Naﬂg&iion Gompeny were riiaa at Vangouver, Waihingtm,
which shares at §500 each. The ehier stoskholders at this
time were R.R.Thompson, Ladd and Tilton, T.W. Lylex, Jaoeb
Kamm, and J.C.Adnsworth, In Ootober, 1868, new arsicles of
1naorpm£io‘n vei-e £iled at Salem, Oregon, with ospitsl stodk

{315) Ivid.



valued at $8,000,000, the largest atookholders this time
being Bredrord and Company, R«R, Thompsonr, Harrison Olm=
stead, and Jacob Kemm., Other names emong them were Simson
G. Reed, Benjemin Stack, Richerd Willlame, George Hoyt and
Jostah Myriek, | | |

Foonthis time on the history of the river from Portland
to The Dalles wes the history of the Oregon Steam Nevigatim
Company, The firss monopoly 1:; Oregon pressed its ‘tentaaldn
in for a strangle hold on river treffic end every bdit of
freight down the segond largest river in imerice passed through
1ts hands at its own prioun The disgovery of gold opensd
the treasure trove £or 0,S.N,, Traude grew dy leaps and
bounds, rreight . oiled up, steamboais were overloeded, new
ones were built and lsunched, companies waited in linme by the
mndreds at the docks in Fortland for e chanee to anip their
#oods, end still more were turned away, |
| In the spring of 1868 an iron railroad .waa put in around
the Casgedes -n the Weshington side, The 014 portege road
at The Delles, owned by Orlando Humnson, and long Worksd by
its oxen and mules end heavy freight wagons, was found imade
squata and 1n} 1868 & riftesn mile railroead was begun at thae$
point., The Oregonian of April 21, 1863, reprinted the followe
ingt |

*do learn from %he Dalles Jourpal that the passengeyx
ears of The Dnlles end Celilo railroed were to leave the

for Celilo, there to eonneet with the steeamer, Tenino for
Wallnle, lewiston, and all intermediate points for the first
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$ime," {316) GCharges along the river were snormous, and eome
Of the new boats paid for themselves on ome trip, (517)

A brier rats competition by the Pecples' Transportatia
Company from the Willamette River redused gharges somewhat
for s short time but when that oompeny weaskened befoye the
stone wall of theD.S.N, Company and resired to the Willemette
in 1664 eharges went up higher then before, licasurement for
shipment wee taken on the largest possible way of the arte
iels. A wagon, for instange, was measured fyom the hind wheels
%0 the end of the tongue, and ghen the tongue was turned up
and measured from the tround to the $ip. In gomputing the
freight rates on this no allowance was made for the uncgeupled
space in between end, as someone has remarked, the tongue wos
usually removed and pegked under the bed where it took up
practically no room. Eph Day, & well known purser of thse
O«S«Ne Company received the hlghest approval of the gaupany
for his practise of sending in reporis and gesh for 850 W
S00 tons from bBoats only large snough to carry half that
maoch, (318) .

The 0,5,N. GCompeny, orgenized in 1860 with e ecapital
of $176,000 was sold in 1878 to denry Villard for $5,000,000.

While preasing & desire not to gensure too mueh this eompany

316 Apri) 31
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whose offioials 4id only what many enother group of individ-
wals may heve done in their plece. Mr, Gillette, writing in
dhe Oregon Historiocal Socliety Quarterly has this to zay of
the geneyal erffegt of the eompeny on the region in whieoh it
operated, |
"Unquestionable the Oregon Steam Mavigation Company had
held in chesk and kept back the growsh of the gountry east
of the Casgade Mountain for years, though perhaps uninten~
tionsl on its part, It had # long been mcvuztomed to reaeive
such exceedingly lideral compensation of its services that I
have not doubt they helievaqénrm produsts eould noi be @arried
~ %o Portlend at rates that would leaw enything for the fermer,"
{819)

The first uawnpapar’puhlzshod in The Delles wes The
Dalles Jourmal, which began publication in Mersh, 1859, pube
1ished by AJJ, Price, and sold Aprijd, 1860 to W.H, Newell.
The segond paper was began on February 8, 1660,by Captain
Thomas Jordon of the Fort ULelles garrison, This paper, called

| 3@r,ran only a few months, until April, 1560, when
it wes purahaaed by W.H, Newell, consolidated with The Dalles
Jourpn] which he had als0 purghased, end published under the

S
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Nountaineex, durisg the high poiat at The
Pallas began issue as @ daii; and gcontinued 20 until 1866
when Cowns end Halloran pumhnua 1t and returned {t to a
weokly pudlication, In 1867 it waa s0l1d %o W.M.Hand who ren
1t until 1881, In 1901 it was gombined with the Times and
ran from then on for some time as the Zimea-Mountaineer.
, whish wss pablished at The
Palles for a time wes s0ld in 1863 to W,W,Baneroft who moved
the plsnt to Idaho and published a Unioen paper. The Delles
which was started im 1570, wes another early peper
pablished fn The Delles end ran for thirtyeons yoars, (880)

~Hall

The firat mil route through The Dellcs region was, of
sourse, the gross-gountry route of she Hudson's Bay Company.
The firat one established from The Dellea in later days was
probably the one from The Dalles to Canyon City which for a
long time was ths only one, This wee not maimminmed by the
5atarnm§nt and was beset with many mmrhmtﬁl and dangers.
(38)1) Canyon City wes 285 miles away and when the first mei)
wes garried there in 1862, there were no trails exsept Indian
trails or those made dy the peck trsins of the miners and
those were not safe, At first, the same horse was. ridden
olser through but later relay staticns werghatablished every

‘azo) 1udin_ton, 0.HaQo, VOls 28, pg. 289,
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twenty~five miles, Th§ riders roda all year round and were
eonstanily im danger (382) Rates for earrying letters uariu
60y eagh, Fortland eand Willamette valley papers were
bought for 10¢ eash end the Sacramento Union cost 88¢ even
though it was usually ten deya oid when it eeme, They
8014 all papers they could carry at Canyon City for 50¢ each.
This was during the era of the 017@1 War and the people were
anxious for news even though il #44 come late, |

The express often gsarried gold dust zs well as mail. Mr.
Thomas Brents, at one t me ezpraéa rider between The Dalles
and Canyon City, recalls the following interesting experiendes
City ;ggifg:.ggg?:grgg igpzoid'ggagogﬁngia:;ngfg:sgangggu
was before we hed established our relay stations. I used to
fhm Thezevr ank it dinaens e e, Ry £
that the grazing for my pony would be peor so I decuided to
ride on till I ocame %0 a good ommping plam.”

He saw a ocampfire soon and went to it for shelter, omly
to find it the camp of Berry Vay, noted bundit, mirderer,
and jaildbreaker, He sseaped robbery by pessing the golde
dust off ee saddle 1rons; Way weas shortly afterwards gap~
tured andlhénggd at Canyon City. (523)

A study of The Dalles Mount:ineer in the middle 1860's

reveals great interest in the sesuring of better mail serviee

with other parts of Oregon and with the Zest. Referensge %o
a mail route from The Dalles to Salt Lake City are found 4n
the Oregonian as eerly as 18852, but the Mountaineer referenses

(322) Loskley, Qregon Jolks,{interview with Thomes H.Brents,)
. " PPs 49e8).
{383) Ivid.
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indieate that it was 1rr0¢n1§r and unsatisfactory. An
editorial in the Mounteingeybor Octover, 1880, in commenting
on an arsiele in the Morming Sxcgonisn, to the offeot that

- Poatmaster Genera)l Randall had agrsed to inocrease &he mail
service from Salt. Lhkm Gity to The Dalles to six times pey
weeks, suggests that "This is es it should he, and we are
glad that the Department hae a% length consluded to give
Oregon a mail route bx which the people oan get their majil

at least a unek sooner that by the present eircultous youtm,
The maifh from Selt Lake is received hergAn eight daye,

and this fest alons shows the abaurdity of supplyina Oregon
by wey of Sacramento, W@ hope that the new raute will be
imediately put in operation." (528}

On Ootober 19 this peper gives thanks and orsdxt to

Senator Neamith for seguring this route, The ghange e¢omprised
a dlroﬁt route from Sa)t lLake instead of the gustomary
roundadout route thyough California, "We have played second
f1ddle long enough sinee the diseovery of gold in that atate,"

reads the irate Moungeineer. "¥e are viewed as a province of
thet state, and our resouraes are known only through Celife
ornis nmewspapexs; our mines ars of no value without Californie

" indorsement.” It strongly urges more imitiative for Oregon,
(325)

About the same time $he Qrogonisp in FPortland was bege
" inning agitation for better mni& service tharoughout eastern

OOSQBG 1860
ctose * 18, 186 ) Pe 3.

r 19, 1860, p. 6.
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Oregon and regions east, In April, 1867, it gontained this
notej

"The irregularity and slowness of the mail service in
several parts of Orogon has deen, almost from time immemorial
a fruitful theme for newspeper discourse and for general
maledigtion. The service in 4Lastern Oregon hae besn ese
pecielly inefficient, and hes caused much ingonvenienge here
ad well as thore/ seeee«0 From numerouse eomplaints which heve
come from Union and Baker oounties, we are msde aware that
our newspaper is adout two weeks reashing that part of Ovezen.
This 15 just sbout as gonvenient se having no mail at all."
(3z26) :

Mpst of the mall at this time weni to Baker snd Union
sounties by way of Welle %Welle. But in the gencral promise
of ohange in servige there wes a prospect of a tyisweekly
xoute from The Da}les %o Boise through the John Bﬁy region.
#ith egitation starting at this time themail ssrvice has
steadily improved untilfre sen read with surious interest the
statonment in the Oregonian af that time that "It will eertainly
be o great event when poaplaﬂ in all _erts of the atate shall
be able t0 obicin the news the same week it 18 published."
(327) |

Umatilie Houss

4 history of The Delles would be inocmplete without a
desaseription of the Umatilla House whigh stood a0 long as a
landmerk of early days when it was one of ths most femous
stopping plaoces in the P:uoiflc Northweat, Built in m’i
by HePe i8sacs near the boat landing in the days when steam»

387

m; o Aprid 28, 1BSY,



‘bont travel was in its assendsnay, the Umatilia House wes a
gendszyous for travellers all up and down the river. During
the gold rush it was a stopping plage not only for travelers,
but for ssemboat men, and for hundreds of miners on thefr way
%0 and from the foytume areas of eastern Oregon. it was
also a meesing plage and rendezvous for sheap men, satile
men, Ireighters, and the ¢itizens of The Dellss,s The mosd
interesting pert of the history of this Wiilding does somes
what beyond the sgo$e of this paper but singe 4% had ite
beginning in the earlier period and so long remeinad en hise
toric point it might de intoresting to follow it throughs

In 1877 the origine) Umatille House was burned, was ree
built, and was destroyed by fire again in 1879, This time
the logal stores refused sredit to the owners, Sinnott and |
Handley, who turned elsewhere, Marthe Ferguson KeKeown
guotes the rollowing articles writien by Geoxrge P, Qooper
in The Dalles Chroniae}e}
| wHearing of their misfortuns Corbett and Melsod Porytland
wholesale grogers, offersd to stake them- to merohandise and
%0 voueh for their hardmagze bill.

A Mpy . Summerville at Chie 6:30 wired them tc dvaw on
nim 4y %0 §50,000, if $ney noeded it. Summerville bad besa
4 4%inerant peddley who hed Men at the Umatilla Bouso
s.:u years before, When he M, he owed a consideradle bi
at mm: send Sinnott never 3unmd bim for 4its Vhen
Summerville became wealthy, he rememdered his former belse
fagtors, Handley and mmzt wapt when they regeived his

u Thoze was no bank hore et the time, end the shep

pt their weges in Handliey and Sinnott's gis safe,

drm:.ns it as they neaded i%,

Denied ssers eredit, Handley and Sionnots went %o the
railreod men and asked them Af they oould use this money on




%4

deposit %0 redbuild their hotel, end, almost $0 a men, the
workers agrsed. 7Ths hotsl men mor thair homes end
ereated the present Umatilla Houss (sines torn down) at a
gost of $91,000.% (328) .
‘ This hotel pﬂd for itself in a very short time and was
sonsidered the best “west of liinmsapolis end north of San
Francisaeoc,™ DBosides being the general rendezvous for all
Kindas of people ;t wos the stopping plage for boats, tisket
office, m:ago depot, and paseenger dapot for treins, and
ticket offieec and gensral stopping place for stages.

smong the $llustrious names on its register were those
of Pteaidhnt Grant, General Shermej Henxy Vulgi'ﬁ, Thomas
and Mrs. Ddison, Jobn L. Sulliven and Jamss Corbett, and
muntlua'mhars of that daye Pesides this 1t was & center
for locel peopls and & popular loestion for m:.aua imporsant
funétions both sooiel and political, |

its dining room scated 250 persons or moreg at $imes
kept busy as many a8 16 waiters and 12 ¢ocks, snd waes elabe
oratel& furnished as wes the entire hoteld, Coatly furniture
and elaeborate fixtures ar‘aoea the whole buudina; The bhagyw
room eapaeiiauy, was eleborate, with expensive hardwoed
x‘inishing.a and e earved =nd inlaid pool table. |

| Mocls were 285 eeats, rooms 85 oents, and the entire gost

| $1 per dny. An intereutin@gi feature was the sudstituts fop
modern rfetragemtlon which was schieved by ies broughd en
hoysebagk from 100 eaves near M, Adanms and stored in sew
dust in the basement. (329)

(820) Ivid. -
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Business deelined after 1890 and after thet date the
town grow away fronm the distriot in whioh the hotel \mé 1o~ -
g¢ated, My, Handley died on November 1u, 1890, and Mr.
Sinnitt on Ootober 21, 1897, After this the building
ghanged hands meny times until Lt was finally abandoned and
| b geme cne of the most femous relics of pionser deys in the
gountyy. It was ordered Sown down in Jume 28, 1929, and now
no trast of it remains except 4n o0dd pleges of its costly
finishings purohased here and there by thoss who value
their historieo significange or their beautiful workmanship.
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After the feverish sotivity of the m&nm poriod hed
somowhat subsided The Balles settled bask to e more normel
and steble existense,snd to & gradual development into &
town of tusinsss stability and permansnt homss. When the
gold minss degreaped about 1567 or 1868 the mushroom growsh
whigh hcé taken plege in the town during the mining ere
wnapmd. reduoing the population from more then £,500
inhabitants to less than 1000. Most of those who lefs
‘ n;opredenm the trensient element while those who stayed
wers a more stable group who turned their attention to
farmingeesattle, wheat, and fruit,

In 1867 the Dalles Woolen Mill Compeny was ingorporated
agrigsulturel products were taking the plsee of those from
the mines; and the population gredually inarcesed again
until the gensus of 18¥0 showed 1642 inhabitents in The
Dalles, (330} The r¢st% of this part of the psper mhludezn
quotatiocns from contemporary writers snd observers eongerne
ing the eonditions at The Dalles eabous 1869 oy 1870, The
first quotation taken dy the Oregonian from the Walla Walle

| "luring our late trip below we were agreshly surprised
$0 sae the mariksd improvements that hove besn made at that
point (The Dalles) during the last few months, In walkiug
sround the town,we noticed quite s mumber of pretéy Gwellings
et have besn put up lefelys. Mrs Robexrt Pentleand hae Jued

(230} Ninsh Cenmus, 1898 V. X.
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finished a large and handsome flouring mill, The woolen
nill 4s in gourse of erestion; 4% is the intention of the
stoekholders to make it e fine imposing edifice, ¥We are
informed that the Seerotery of the Irsasury has given orders
of the gommencement of the work on the mint at any early
date, Taken altogether the Dalles presents quite a busineas~
like appearance, (331)

Another description oomments on the important position
enjoyed by The Delles during the height of the mining ere
and sums up the pleturs of its departed glory with the
" following deseription of 1t,aa it appearad in 1669;

"Dalles, is, however, yet & ploge of some importense,
being quite agbentrally looated es any town ean de, in s
large distriet of sountry rich in grain and frultegrowing
lends and insxhsustidle pasturage. Weseo is destined yet
to be developed into one of the wealthiests gounties of the
state, end Dalles willbe its obief oity es well as the
shief town in Zastern Oregon., +t sontaing, beslds the depot
end uildings belonging to the Ovegon Etesm Navigesion
Company, & eonside able mumber of substantiel stons or briek
stores,at least two oreditedle hotels; twe or three suug
little churehes, and many handsome residences with surrounide
ings t0 sompare favorably with any town in the State." (338)

- Many strange and unasusl hoises which were built in
the fever of the gold rush end whioh impressed the later
~ traveler unfeyorabdbly were beginning to be elcsred away by
thia time to be replaced by new and more substantisl biufide
ings. Thoagh the produgts of the surrounding ¢ountry never
entirely took the pless of the mines they helped %o build
e more stsble if smaller and less riotously flourishing
town, The Dalles, which in 1885 probable resemblej any other

mining center of the west in mypsaranse, with its dusty

st L

ogonian, Mereh 19, xaaa- pe 3. (Quoted from Statc#mnn.)
tonian, September 6, IEGB)D- 3.
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streets, leak of shade trees and laws, hastily ereoted
buildings, and i1ts throngs of perople of every kind and
desription, had, by the depade of the 1870's, come to be
"quite a sheerful and handsome town," (533) Real homes
oesupied the plsges of hastily eonstrueted dwelling; gardens
blossomed wisth beautiful flowers; shadestrees were plented
along the streets in thpfesidentisl districts; exeellent
shurehes and aahudxmuaoa wore guilt; business held promise
for the future; and the plsoe wes Yone of the pleasantest
in Oregon®, (334) Mrs. Victor gives the following dese
eription of the eountry in the vieinity of The Dallesy

wA 'ride u; the 1itsle valley of Mill Creek, brought us
through the garrisonsgroundse-a lovely spot~eand out pest soame
very pretty plages and well-gultivated farms, It quite sure
prissd us to gcome upon such wellwto-doesgening farmers, when
the general aspegt of the gountry is so unoultiveted, DRt
here is the ovidenoe of suosessful and profitebdble rumug%
gocd houses, fine orehsrds, grain-fields, gardens, end fe
eattle,” (350) A

By 1870, Indian rendezvous, mission center, ilmmigrant
terminal, military bBase, and mining supply depot wers nemes
whith were but memories written in the past history of The
Dalles =8 it took 1%8 plnce more substantially, if less romane
tioully, a8 a oentcsr of & large and produstive rruit, grainm,
and grasing distriot surrounding 4% It deceme, in a fes

years, not only s shipping point for products of this diatriss

A

(838) Mrs.Viotog ALl Ove)

2356 ; Inia.
338) Ivid,

20 Ps 2. (written
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but alas a consuming and manufeoturing senter for meny of
thiise produsts,
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The story of the party played by The Dalls e in the
hietory of Horthweet from early times until sbout 1870 rese
embles the sequencs of goenes in some great historic pageant,
On a stage 28t by nature on the dbanks of the mighty Columbis
were enagted, one after another,all the great episodes of
eboriginal and frontier 1ifs, |

The curtsin rose on the great trading msart, one of the
thres great ones in the NHorxthweut, where natives gathered by
the Shousand essh year to trade and fish, Then followed the
first thrust of the white raos into the region--the trepper,
tradsr, and explorer, in the lives of all of whom the portage
and the natives of this region played an important psrt, and
all of whom eingled out this payt of the rtrhr foy spoaiai
mention, Artdr this osme the miseionaries to establish here,
in 1888, one of the moet important and moet enduring of the
miseionary ontphstn in Orepgon, .

Close on this came the grest immigrations passing
through The Dalles gateway to the Willsmette valley, Here,
from 1843 on, ended that'"hiatnric highway,” the Oregon trail,
ovorlwhioh thousande of homeseskers and emplire builders trave
eled to transform a wilderness into produeing territory, Here
for more than a decnde was the supply base for provisions exe
hausted by the demands of the two thousand mile trek from the
Zasts, Here was the resting place for weary travelers who for
monthe had dsily fought disesss and death and hardships aleng



in

the hﬂyﬁwrsc of the tyail,

Then, &8 the adjnstments ot- gettlement byought its
manifo?d probleme and aifficulties, came the nesd for mil1tary
proteotion, The Dalles as Fort Wasgopam, Fort Lee, and Fort
Dalles ,.became the bage of military oampaigne in Zastern
Oregon which essured the dominance 0f the white ruce over reds

Ag the nesd for military petestion declined The Dalles
faded fion the picture as & military base to take its plaoe
28 o oontor of minins 1ifs in a feverish era of gold, when it
was ons 'ot the best known i’rbnthr town in the weet,

Beuzides being head of navigstion on the Columbia river, it
wes a supply depot for the mines and the senter of commnication
between the mining rngioha and the various parte of “egskern |
Orogon and California, as well ss the headcuarters for ﬂu
pony uzprua. the stagecoach,freighters ani great linee ot
pack _trainh

| The minins era, transient in itself, 1eft The Dalle 8,
a stable elemsnt which bsocame the foundation for the bullding
of a cbnenrtgtivc and | gubstantial bueinesse and ahipping center
which has enabled The Dalles to take ite place cmong the
substantial and progressive towns and eities of Oregon.
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