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CIIAPTE:1 I 

LEAR.Imm ABOUT POLI TICS 

A rrnil, sickl:y young la;,yor arrived in Tin CUp, 

Colorado early 1n 1888 to became editor of an obscure no s­

po.per . Hill emaciated body o.a 11.t times convulood with o. 

wracking couc:;h as ho ont about hia dUtiea 1.ri the fl".llll.ll cln­

ine tO\m. rre was f1ne.lly f'orced to seek uodico.l cnro. The 

doctor told him that ho had tubercoloaia and that ho could 

not l:tve raoro tho.n a few tJOnths . The only aclvicc the doctor 

go.vo vras that he llhould live in a ru.ldor climate . ·1it:11n a 

row \7eoka 'f1111om Simon U1Ren, ll8e t. onty-nine, \'las on hl.s 

way to ilonolulu to die . 1 

During his brief aojourn 1n Tin Cu , U1Ron read liency 

Goorgeia Pro,rcss !l!E Poverty, and im:'Jediatoly ho bocm:io a 

rebid disciple of C-oorge. "I wont just as crazy over tho 

single- tax idoa as any one else over did, 11 ho saitl . "I 101011 

I wanted aingle tu: , and that waa about all I did lmo;"T • • 

Pro3ress ~ Poverty 11.Ilswerod ~ questions that plagued 

the young lawyer; and hore he round hat ho boliovod to be 

1Portland Oro3on Journal, ll'ov=be!' 10 , 1927, p . l.4. 
2Jlllll.ea Du.ff Barnett , Initiative and RoferoncluJ:i in 

Oregon (Ire\T York, 1915), 4, >, quoted frcii t . s. U1Ren;-" 
~ 2£ Sim.lo~ Conforonce, 1910, pp . 21- 23. 
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tho oolution to the probl s or poverty in a land of plenty. 

Had not the poverty of his .father, and his fiends, and hL­

self boon caused by groat land monopolies representing the 

intorosts of mine owners, t1l!lber companies nnd railroads? 

I1' all land wao taxed each yee:r aceord.1.ns to its true value, 

1th all ittprovcments exempted, no speculator could afford 

to hold land idle, but he would be forcod to relinquish hie 

bold.1:ngs, and the earth would again bocane the property of 

all the people. Although the idea seamed plausible to U1Ren, 

he ondored how it coul.d be brought about, since the mono­

polists who owned the lo.nd aloo controlled tho govor?llllent . 

U1Ren had time to think on these things 1n tho IIawo.iian Is­

lands, where he 1orked on a sugar plo.ntation to make o. l.iving 

while wo.iting to dio. 

For genorationa the U1Reno ho.d boon blnckm:dths end 

preo.chers. They had boon French Huguenots, Dutc'.:l Diasen­

tora, and for throe centurioo Ensl1sh Dissenters. Eiu•ly 1n 

the nineteenth century-, U•Ron•s po.rents C£1lll& to tho lJhited 

Sta.too as !'ollovrera or John Wooley, Fror.i tho time of his 

birth in 1859, o.t Lo.ncaster, isconain, 111 U•Ren lived in 

an atmoaphere of mysticism and devotion to God, The reli­

gion of the U1Rens did not always conform to the orthodoxy 

of the 'ethod.ists, and evontually they drifted from the i'el­

l();'fship or the Church, Frances U1Ron, nevertheless, read 

the Bible to her children and imparted to them a golD.lino 



faith 1n God. U1Ren later said, "I s oapecially fond of 

the Old Testament leaders, Moses and tl1e rest; I a,~~pose 

it's because they were never satisfied \'Tith thint;s as thoy 

wore, but wore always kicking."3 

3 

After a few yearn in A%11erica, illiol:t Richard U1Ren 

turned i'ra!t blacksmithing to farming. He took his fl!lllily to 

Colorado, whore ho mado several att(l'.llpts to establish a 

Ilana, but due to uncertain econ=lo oond1t1ons and his own 

instability, the family never sottlod down 1n one place for 

very lOJlG. YOUDg UIRen attended school at Uovo.dnville, Cen­

tral. City, and Blo.ol;:hawl: before he had rcnohed his tenth 

birthday. In 1868, he l:lOVod with his fro:uly to Cheyenne, 

\"/yo:m1ng, llild four years lo.tor to a hcmestoad 1n Pluo Creek, 

?Tebrcu,ka. At the age of fourteen, U'Rcn attended grange 

mootinge whore ho heard tho fo.rmers disousa their problems 

of marketing produce and tho need for cheap money. e was 

oepocially impressed witl1 the oi'forts of the hanosteadors to 

collect toxes fr non-voting absontoo landholders to build 

a school. Ile wondered it' it vras rJght to tax abaont land-

3L1ncoln Steffens, 11U1Ran, tho Law Giver: Tho Legis­
lative i3lackam1th of Oregon and tho Tools Ile !Ins Fashioned 
for De1:1ooraoy," orican Se.zine (llCl'I York), !XV (l:arch, 
1<)08), 530J l3urton J. lle~ck, 11Tha Initiative and Referen­
dum, end How Oregon Got Th ," LlcClure 1 s tmgnz1ne (11cv Yoz>k), 
XXXVII (July, 1911), 236. 

~:5 =-------_J ] 
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holders for ochools they did not use, or if it ~ns m:'OJ:18 for 

the0 to hold lc.nd they did not U!le . 4-

In 1876, UtRen left h= to ork in the mines or 

Colorado . Two years later, at the age of nineteen, he took 

a job as a blnokamith 1n Denver and attended n buainesa col­

lege in tho evenings . Ai'tor e lr1ntor of night school he 

read la in the o1'fice of France and Rogers and woo admitted 

to th bar 1n 1881. During the presidentio.l election year 

or 188o, he volunteered to rork for the Republ1c!lll rty and 

was ass18?lod the tnsk of organizin6 the coloniea of voters 

1n doubtful w J'd.11 . After roi'using tho e.ssignnont he asked 

to be appointed spooio.l deputy to protect tho Chinese !'ram 

mob violence as a rosult or riots that were occurring daily 

in the streets of Denver . II017evcr, he as ir..foroed t~t the 

riots ere staged to convince tho :i:- ople they should vote 

for "lolT and order nnd the Re ~lice.n Party. " After ne re­

ooived his crodontirus in lor, he left Denver to practice 
r. 

in Aspen, Gunnison, and Tin Cup .;) 

!i-stef.f'ena t 11U•Ren, the Law Giver," J\l:lo.•1or.n ~o.zine, 
U..'V ( rch, 19001, !:i'30; Portland ~egon Journal, August""'l9," 
1932, p . 6. 

5Josoph Gaston, o tland: lli H:tstov ~ "'ulldorB 
(Chica.go , 1911), II, 649-50; Alfred D. Cricl,ge, "'7illiam 
s . U1Ren, Lalfgiver or Oregon nnd Singl e Taxer," film!£ Tax 
Revi ew (llO\T York), X (l.!aro~- April, 1910}, 35; Stol'I'ens,-­
'Tltfil'ien, the Law Givor, 11 Americo.n agazino , IJ,."V { ' rch, 1908} , 
531. 



Arter working for 11 year 1n t'!lo Un :a1ian !slnndo, 

U'Ron docidod that ho would rather die in tho Ui:11ted States 

tbtln to continue to live 1n the middle of tho racif:!.c. He 

returned in 1889 to California, where he tro.nsforrod to a 

ship dostinod for Portland, OreGon• But before he left 

Cnlti'ornia, 11 stranger handed him a pamphlet on tho in.1t:w.­

t1vo, For tho first time, ho an a. moo.no to the rc1'orms he 

read a.bout 1n Prorµ>eso ~ Poverty. 6 

u1nen went to work on a. :itoclt ra.nch noo.r Bakoovon, 

where ho beclll!le intorosted 1n tho political iasues of Ore-

on. E •• Bingholll, secretary or the Auotr~ian Ballot Lon­

guo, booomo a.cqua1nted with U1Ron; and soon ho bogo.n tea­

ching U'Ron prnct1onl politics. In referring to reform or­

ganiz -tiono, Dini;hlll!I. told hio young student: "11evor bo pre­

o1dont. never be conspicuous. Get a proo1dcnt and 11 ocan.­

lll1ttoo; Md let th go to tho front. Tho orker :m:unt work 

behind thaci out of sight. e oocrotnry. 11 Together, Din{;ham 

and U1Ren prooontod argumor.ts for tho secret ballot to tho 

Republican tmd DS11oor11tic conventione. The force or their 

o.rguo.onts undol'minod tho opposition to the bill, nnd both 

conventions endorsed it. Thus c=ittod, the legislature 

6PortlnndrnTtr't! Journnl, 1;ovanbe:.> 16, 1927, p . 14; 
llenclr1ck, "Th 11 · ve and Referendum, u 'cClure, s ™-
~. XXXVII (July, 1911), 239 , 
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pnosod n secret ballot la during the 1891 aoosion.7 

U1Ron moved into a deserted ca.bin noar llilwaukio, 

where ho .f'ound a more congoni l society. Ho orkod for hio 

board, washing clothes and clenning houoe for sane of the 

people 1n the community. As he bocmne more active in poli­

tics, his father, , ho now lived 1n Oregon, gave hm i:ionoy to 

help supply his needs, U1Ron had become a spiritualist mo­

diu:n, and he held seances in tho hanes of Seth nnd Al!'red 

Lem:1111.ng. The Lewolli.'Jgo, who owned a i'ruit fu:rm, hirod 

U1Ren to work for thEllll, Be.fore th end of the year U•Ren 

accepted an invitation to became a one-third partner m.th 

Seth Lewelling and hie wife on a 480-aore farm. Tho part­

nership lasted until 1e97, hon Lewelling died.8 

In addition to holdine aoanoes, tho Lowellingo also 

hold F'armors' Alliance meetinc;s in thoi- h o, nnc1 many .far­

mers fra:n tho il~aulrie cOlllCll.Urlty crune to discuss their 

problams, At one o.f' the meetings Alfred Lewelling gave 

U1Ron a paper-covered book cntitl d ~ Lem.elation !!Z 
Citizenship, Throup.h ~ Initiative .!!8!! ReforendUlll, n-itten 

by James 17. Sullivan. "I read the book twough before I 

7steffons, 11 UtRen, the Lo.w Giver ," k:J.criean :;;jr?:ine, 
LXV {!,;nroh, 1908), 532; Portland Oregon Journnl, Dec or, 
31, 1950, p . 9. 

8J.>ortlMd Orocynla.n, Jamw.ry- 9, 1890, p. 3; Llarch 9, 
1908, p. 4. 
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olept that night," U1Ren recalled lator.9 "I .forgot for the 

time, all about Hent7 George and the single tax. Tho 

one important thing was to restore the law..mnld.:ng pover 

whero it bolongs--into the hi:\nds or the people." 110nce give 

uo t t, 11 he concluded, "we could get OJ'.17thine e anted-­

single tax, anythinc. 1110 

Diocussion or Sullivan's "Swiss System" da:iinatod the 

agenda at the L!ilwaukie Fa.rmers 1 Alliance meetings. U1Ron 

presented a rooolution at one of the meetings roquestine tho 

state e.xocutivo c=ittee to invite tho State Grange, the 

Portland Chamber of C 

and tho Portla.nd Rader 

erce, tho Qrogon Knights o.f Labor, 

Trndo to .fotu a joint caml11ttee 

to educate the people about dir<ict legislation. With the 

oxcopt1on of Portland1 s Chamber o.f Co=erco, ea.oh or tho or­

ganizations sent o. ropresantativo tor= tho Joint C=it­

teo on Direct Legislation. They proposed to call for a con­

stitutional conv ntion to add the initiative and roferomum 

to tho oont:1tHution. Th rofo1.'l!lors considered it unlikely 

tho.t the legislators could over ~o coo~ced into giving le­

gislative porer to tho people. T110 Joint C=ittoo elected 

9Lute P aso, 11 Tb: Initiative and Rof'oronduz:11 Orof;on• s 
1D1g Stick,'" Pacific onthly (Portland), XVII (Liey, 1907), 
565. 

10rrondr1ck, "Tho Initiative and Roforondum," 'cClur& 1 s 
ltv.gazino, XXXVII (July, 1911), 239. 
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U•Ren secrotary.11 

In 1892, the srone yea.r the Joint C=itte on Direct 

Legislation waa ore;o.n1zed, the Porulist party becQDle a fac­

tor 1n Oregon politics. Several Poonlo 1 s party clubs wore 

t'orned and sont delegates to coi.mty conventions. In I.larch, 

c. stnte convention wa:i called :bm:lediatel.y following the Far­

:ciers• Al.liance Convention in Oregon City.12 Since lllnI:ty' Al­

lianee dole~atos ere al.so delegates to tho Populist conven­

tion, diroct leg!slnt1on was given n prOl!linent role 1n the 

Populist program. Indeed, Dlllll,Y people Joined the Populist 

lllOVCl:lont in order to work more effectively for direct logis­

lnt1on in a. growinz el.ee:nent of refon:i. Eventually the ini­

tiative o.nd referendum "became almost an obsession" 11th a 

strong segr:,.cnt in the national movamont, 111n whoso plo.tf'orm 

it tended to overshadow nearly every other 1 .ue,n13 

'i'lithin n yenr af'tor the org.:,.nization of tl:lo Popu11et 

party, u•Re.n becsne secretary of the state co::imittee. 1-

thoueh he was nlso secretary or tho Joint C=ittee on Di-

llGnston, Portland, Its Ilistop: and _uilders, I, 565; 
Paul Themas Culbertson, 11A Il!stocy o tnornltfotivo and 
Ref'orendum 1n Oregon" (Ph. D. thesis, Depnrtnent of History, 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Orec;on, 1941), 56. 

12!.larion llarrinzton, "The Populist ·ova:ient in Oregon," 
(!Jaster of Art's thesis, Department of History, University 
of' Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, 1935), 33, 

13John D. Hicks, Th Populist Revolt (Uinnenpolis, 
1931), 1µ)8. 
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root Legislation, his duties were practically the sox:ie for 

both , His object was to conduct nn eduoationnl campaign on 

tho initiative and ro.f'orend= in preparation .f'or tho elec­

tion o.f' 1894., Although the Joint C=ittoe was heavily 

weighted in favor of the People's party, they approached the 

voters as bo1Dg strictly non-partisan. If direct legisla­

tion was to be aohioved, Democrats and Republicans would 

have to vote for politicians who 1ouJ.d support it 1n tho 

legialature . 

During the winter, the o::ion of ilwaukie folded and 

smvod nearly seventy thousand folders, includir.g eighteen 

thousand \"Jritten in Gorman, 14 U1Ren wrote a. series of ar­

ticles for the Oregon City~ expla.ini.ng the history- nnd 

purpose of tho initiative and roferondUlll , l5 

In IJnrch, 1894, oregon City as host to the Populist 

convention. After unanimously electing U1Ron chairman, the 

delegates settled do\m to tho task of seloctine oandidntos, 

ondors1Dg the Clnaha Platform, and rov!lll1p1ng the conotitution 

to give a greater emphasis to the initiative and referendum. 

Some perceived that tho na:i1nation of Uathan Pierce, an ox­

Democrat, was a bid for the Democratic vote and a move 

14stoffons, 11U1Ron, tho Law Giver," 
~. LXV ( arch, 1908) , 533 , 

orican :'lnm1 

150rogon City~. January 12, 1894, P• l. 
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toward fusion. Although the majority wore opposed to i'uaion, 

lllCl?l:Y of tho lenders, including UtRon, oonsidored D oorat1c 

1mppo1•t a convenient neans to ro!'orm. Tho :,poakers, ho\7evor, 

ho ero chosen frac the non-:f"Usionints, "pui'i'od tho pr1n­

c1ploa pr~ated 1n tho Cl:llaha Platfo=, cast (1ll'Y persi­

flage at plutocracy ••• nnd by othor equally unavailing 

mear..s endeavored to banish sorrow fr01'l1 the 1haysoed1 s• /ji.on­

rus1onist•y hearts, 016 

u•nen llldde a strong plea for fusion a ro~ weeks be­

fore the election. He noted that "not a populist or domo­

orat co.ndidato haa rei'usod to plod.go hlnsel.f' to tho initia­

tive and rei'erend.nn. " Ho contended that fusion u a neces­

sary not onl.y to get direct legislation but also to prevent 

the Republicans from ru:iend.il'lg the Australian ballot out 01' 

exiBtonoe .17 

Ten Populists won see.ta in tho legislature in the go­

ner l election. Although the Republloo.ns ·;on largo majori­

ties in both houses, th Populists wore encouraged by the 

ge.ine they had made since 1892. In addition to the Popu­

lists and Deoocrats, SCllll or tho Republicans had pranisod 

16Portland ore onil!Zl, 1:.laroh 16, 1894, p , l; Roseburg 
oview, L!arch 19, , p1 _ , 3; liarrington, "The Populist 

UovEment 1n Oregon, 11 , oo. 

17Portle.nd Ore5onian, Mey 8, 1694, p . 2. 
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to support the proposal for a state convontion. Indeed a 

JJ:S.jority of the losisle.tors h:i.d pro~'lisod U1Ren to vote 1n 

favor of rofol'l:1.18 ll lobbied for fivo wooks 1n Salcr.i dur­

L-ig tho legisla.t· o oession 1n = nttacpt to mako thol.1 keop 

their uord. :aut so::i.e of tho legislators who ho thought 

would mt port his 1:100.ouro, votod inst it. It lost by one 

vote in each houso. 19 

UtRen learned ve.luable lessons about politics while in 

Salem. He orune to kno tho importo.nt politiciana :l.n th 

atv.te and hem they stood with ono v.nother, Joseph Silllon, 

president of tho Senate, was largely responsible for dofe t­

ing the conatitutional convention proposal. A Republic:m 

from Portland, Simon \7 s mnbitious to bocooo a United States 

senator, but needed the support of the oroPicn:t,_nn, and ho was 

not the OrAgonic.n1 s first choice. 

The editor oft o orcconian, llnrvey • Scott, vrns ono 

of the most influential Ropublloano in Oregon, !Io had been 

editor of the oi-osoninn sL~oe 1865, "hon it wns a fooble 

broadside," and had dovolopod it into ono or tho :ctoot il:tpor­

tnnt newapapors on the wost coast . Tho oditor•o ini'luonco 

18lla.rrington, 11Tho Populist !.!ove:ment 1n Orocon, 11 66; 
Stoi'f'ena, "U•Ren, t.o Ls.w Giver~" J\:mOr:!.can 'ngazino, IJ,..'V 
(Llnroh, 1900), 533. 

190.,ocon City Courier, l!ny 22, 1896, p. 4; Steffens, 
U1Ren, tho Lav, Givor, 11 li:iorican agnzine, LXV (!Jaroh, 1908), 
533 . 



w o the stro?l{;est runo?:18 tho fru:moro. Iruleed, it a bcon 

ca:ipnrcd •71 th Hortioo G:::-ooley I o influtinco i:1 tho f,u -inG 

tu'O!l.3 of the East. Yet ono 01' the !'ow pol1t1ctl ow ro 1n 

the Ro:;,ublionn r~ ro thnt he couJ.d not control or dostro7 

10.S tho pol1 ti cal !%0.Chin of Jolm II. ·1 tonell. 

United Stntes ~a.'10.tor liltchell hnd devoted follow­

ing 1n Orecon who distruoted the Portlnnd pol1tic1nns . Al­

though ·1tollell 1 s Republloenifll!l Tri.a not very different frcn 

Scott I s, their pcroonal di.ff'oronces divided the majority 

party of Orogon. l 73 ,mtil hlo death 1n 1905, Y.:it-

oholl was elected to tho en.~te four timca. Just prior to 

his death he was L"'ll!llicntod by Unito<l Statoa Diotrict Attor­

ney Frnno!e J. Iloney for f'ro.udulont cor:.duct :!.n disposing of 

timber 1n Oro~on. 

A no·roomor to oroi:;on politics in 1139.5 was Jona.than 

Bourne, J~., .ho sucooas!"ully ccanhined oilv r-Republicnno, 

De:nocrnts, o.nd Popul:!.sto to defont the gold-sto.ncbrd Ropu~­

lic~ scno.tor, Josoph .l. Dolph, for rc-olect:!.on. During tbe 

~ot do.ya of the session a compromiso choice, Geor{;c '1. c­

Brido, no elected. Dourne, o. eo.lthy !To ErJcl:md adven­

turer, cm:ie to Oregon in 188o, nnd n.ftor studying lo.w en­

tered politics for tho entortnirlr:lent it provided. Eventually, 

however, he beoama serious about politics nnd co.vo his x:ioano 





13 

to pramoto the oauso of r rorm.20 

/ill U'1Ren closely oosorvod tho i:uit/tor politic:!.:uu: at 

:JnlOl!I, a.nd 11ndouotodl7 loamed f ~ ';ha.'.l tr:!.c::. or t.10 tbat 

serve hln r,ol.J. in tho 1'ut-.:re. :Uo no lo!lf;or ::ui n pol:1t -

cal novic e. o was reaey ~o do battle _t:l the =stors . 

20IIondr1ck, "Tho Init1ntivo !llld Roforondum, 11 McClure• s 
L!oP,azine, XXXVII (July, 1911), 24h-46. 





CB.APT II 

"PRil"CE OF ! ,D u.,3 111 

On t'10 no.t1o::ml ocono tho Poo le' ll P,,rty t,ao doto1•-

i:i.inod to 

lt' 

the "::ionoy quo:,tlon" t· e in ia::ru.e ln 1r-96. 
o1lvor .en coul • n t c ol tho st. Louis Convon-

tion in 1695 to od1fy tho Cbaha Plntfo_ , ln.."l'Y r=1:: <,!lt 

lcudors o~• c=itt - thans;;;lves to cor. ~1g11 for cho 

mo::ie::,. In m.i.d- !31.J.Ll:.or, 1695, J 00 D, IOl;IV l' helpod to r.~t 

tho at .c ·,hon he sud, "! shnll fnvor go·' boforo th eo-

ple in 1896 11th tho money quootion alono, unono1.lll1bcrod .1th 

nn::r ot:wr contention matcoovor , 112 As c eap :cio 07 01,1.oceodod 

in do:ninnting t·10 Populiot vr.rt;r. 1.uoion it silver D=o­

cr~ts 110 od ore ll.kuly. lllo la.ck of unni.UDity c::::.ong purty 

ors ovor fuoion nnd ilv r in tho nncionnl _av 

ee:itod s 1lnr a'Obl= 1n Orcson. 

~ e Or go::l Po ulists, not un1 \;le 

t r -

ton, . ro f ot~ons of protoot unrel.c.t d n.~d so;::oti::loo oon­

-liotil g rof'o s. Although thoy hnd bnndoc. to,·ct. r in orc.:or 

loo ld ,est, 11 n 
J bout Politico, 11 O::- $011 ;,.,:::=""-=-.::.:=:= ==-"'-'=,,_ 
LIII (June, 19!,0), 9u. 
Stat :mn roforrod to U1 

2Jom D, I!ioks, !h2 opuli t ~ ( i=oa oL , 
1931), 344. 
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to dcfcnt trncl:l.tional parti c , thoy aoraotmoa sucoeodod only 

in dofoo.t:1.!16 the:i:selvoo booe.Ullo of faot!onnl atr1 o, 10 1.~-

norto.nt ~ ·on f ctio.!!I co co_tr tod o iat noy; silver 

l:IOnOy, :f."uaion, nd in!ti tive reforond Deap·to tho 

ittornesa ,1tl: •n ho:r l' ·!J, tho pal.'ty held hi ;h hopos fo!' 

uco s:i at tho lls. Or ·ru.rl.zntion ao =ot iI:tporta.nt. In 

c1•uoic.l counties t, o part • o high ooholon took a hand in or-

glll:li::ation , 

Accor ingly, on Doc bor 3, 1895, otato loaders ot 

ln ultnomcll Co-..mty to orga.'llze, State onntor. ill R. inc 

nnd 1111 s. U1 Ron, "tho lono r orai1 ishor.nan" and 

0118.iri.lan oi' th Clac'' :llll3 County- Po Uliots, ,.oro t.iore to 

holp Co, ty Ch.ail= A. P , "cl on to Ol""'lill'lize ; U1Ron t:ado 

a spooc1-:l. 1:. tho aftm"DOon session in hioh he otro::i::iod he 

1m ortonco of 1:ultnomah Cour,t:r 1n the co::au olocti t 

to ho:u•t of hia a?e ch centered as uo~nl arot111d tho initia­

tive and rcfoi·ond • 11 :·o stnto le; , 11 .o a id, "envo thoao 

m1ioh t:1c Co tHuticn providoa to bo for intenc.nco of of-

t'ioo1•s , tho ponit .t1nry an nsyl o, and ·lo~ on tho :c:o3t 

eoonomionl .'O\L.,ds, chould boe=e la o until roi'o1•rod to and 

ndoptod by tho pooplo . " To U1Ron tho fiGht i."l 'iultnOlllah 

County ,as most 1n:porto.."lt boca.uso oi' the large opulist voto 

eotod thoro f le. or . o oloood his r nrko with on 

alt roosion of ll~t>.thy fo1• :ugone Debs , llo hnd juot been r -

lonood fro jail n -on-ch enrlie1•, and o a.p lauded J'a.cob 





Coxey i'or his book on govo= t roads . 3 

SL'1c U1 ,en wao interostod prL,nrily ::.n ~ho inii;;in-

t-ivo and l'o!'vrondum d bol1evod that the only ay or gctt!r>.g 

it .11.8 thl'o • the Populi11t party, o need t e to line up 

ounportoro before the state convo~tion. t ~· or tho 

Populists bol.evod it .ould be~t eor-vo toil.• pur oso to ve 

an oarly convo t!ol. oz•tl _ a st cl the t'run,;'lor of choe.p 

mor.ey ocrato or Silver R ublicano , State Cli.e.ii,..ann : • rr . 
ugl.1 pollod tho county c 1n en, s c. 1:1.1: ... Pcbt'UaI",r 22 as 

a do.to £or the oonvontion. A l.l!.ajor1ty agrood, but ~ cc1i­

atoly u•nen and othor oi~ le plnn!: Po lioto object d so 

otro .uouoly that tho ot to cent •al com:nitt e sot tho cc,nven-

tion ror nrcn 23. 1~ cG:!.ll, od.-1.tor of ~ Peonla 1 n 

Po.rtz ~ and nor oono1 advocate, 

i.ad den deal .1th ailvor ooulists , .lllan was ro .ly 

truo .5 

As chair= or the par-i:y 1:-i Cl!lcka:nas c=ty, U1R n 

tried to place a o ul~et judge ad clerk o, tho election 

oard.6 otitiona ho.d boon circulated and :1ubaittetl to 

3fortlan =-::...:==• D c er 30, 1895, p . 3 , 

11t:ar1on inStcn, "T"ae Popul::.ot ov • t 1n Orci;on" 
(Lraotor oi' Arts t"too11l, Dopo:rtent of story, University 
or Oro ·on,~ ~en, Oro o, 1935), 33 . 

5Portla.nd Poo l 1 s Pnrt;y ~. Janunr;:r 9, l '96, p . l . 

6Portlnnd Oror.onicu , Ja.nuo.cy 11, 1C96, p . 5, 

.. 
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:!OCUJ.'0 t. e o::s:!.tions 1th ll. V:!.O\: to i'ul'Ci " Ltult.1:1 !Ul COUilvY 

ovor.tually to lso plcoo ullcts on olec;;ion oards . A 

!:cm votes disllonestly ta uli::.t d 

very well count out 11 co.ndidn.to 1n w.hat :uo oxpcctod to be 

a olo::soly contested election . 

• or tho two monthn procedl?',S tho convo.'lt:!.on, 1 Re11 

u:iod his in!'luonoe linine 1..;, atato dol ,·atos to oup ort the 

iv.itiat.i.v llr.d rofo:.:oen u.... . :hose Populists ho in:iistod on 

., hasizing the hole O:..a...11.a. •lutform co· ~idcr d U1Ron n tr i­

tor. The outspo c~ Po lit oditor 1n ortl d call~d U1 ,on•s 

ctions "brazen- l'i::.o d g11.ll , 11 .o _ rvsa no vie to y i'or t_'ll.e 

Populists if" ro':.hor U•Ren his quo.cl, single idea I' o-

die!! and h:!.s i'uaien mu · in t1ona 11 continued, 7 Although the 

1:. lo tax · s not en 1::i ue 111 tho c · al , U1 .en's int r-

C3t it WtU! .oll have boon 
I 

i•oforring to t o sir.gl ell ao tho initiative !llld 

r !.'orenlh.un, ioh wes u art of tuo 

· oet count7 ccmventicrul w re hold tho weo.r rr.,c ding 

t'io stato convontio. , Cl ckoi:ui.s County 0loct ito otato 

dologo.tca, 11101 tl' ·• tio "fruitgro:or. " iJ tRon ns al~o a 

-ai:ibor of the oo- 1ttoe on rosolutionn, a lce:r osition .for 

one vitall intorostotl 1. i:ho plat .. ot· • .. on t· plntfo .• 

t•e·ortocl, it.' i'l ctod -,•!to._13 ,f_'orta, ' initi t1Vo 
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and r orond being moot pr=inont. It o dor9ed tho Q:!aha 

lat!'Ol'!:l o!' 1C92, a."ld 'ltod an 1nit:l.ntivo and r ei'orcr!.11 

anendmont to the United Stats Constitution, o.nd called for 
8 reducing all Claektll'l a County o!'i'icero' oa.laries . George 

Ogle a.".l.d U•Ron oily won tho n 

aontativoa.9 

tion tor atato rep~ -

On 1/:l;II'Ch 26 md 27 tho state convention wao hold in 

3al Jwoa D, ,aavor aa featured apoakor strosoe Ore-

o. 1 a 11:1. ortm1ce in tho e01::1il'J{:; election . lie ::uiicl, "As Ore­

con olds th !'irot oloction and fires the first gu::i int e 

national c:l!:!pai::,i oi' l 96, it _a i ortant no faloc stop bo 

taken . 1110 Gonoral ce.vcr wa:: • tlmai stic lly roooivod, o.nd 

choo o r:mg out "when thrcato ore eat tha hated 'land-

1.0ldor• or I Plutocrat . 1 nll 'leaver ra;uun d in tho state to 

help L-i tho c pa4,'l , 

'l'ho C 

Tho noxt dey U1 c read tho pla.t!'oi~ to tho convc:::ition, 

ittee hnd ondora d th Qne.ht! Platfo , whiah ao ac-

coptablo to the Conv ntion, but U1Ron ran i.."lto trouble '71th 

the 1ni.tiativo and roi'orondu:~. Ono dole atots objection wns 

8Portlmd Oror;oninn, l.alrch 18, l.:,C)o, • 2. 

City 
90re-on City .;;:;;:c:...;;.,;;;;;.; l 96, P • l; Or, 0:1 

Co.u·ior, c.:h 

-:icc1,.."'tltll, •. re 26, l , , ~, p . 4. 
11?ortlond 0:t>OEjOlli , '.arch 27, lu96, P• J. 
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that to con:ipel t 10 led laturo to ref or ortnnt loi:;bla-

t1on to the p oulo a3 unconnt1tut:l.onal . no th • de n 

:cot:!.on to striko out t o word 11oblisatory. " U1Ren aruiwored 

by saying tllnt the oanm1ttee ha.d co ~id.Ol'od the constitution 

1n itinG the pl , w · c "allowed 10 percont of the vo­

tcre to oit:,n a pot1t1011 and ca:;pel th lo iol tm• to au it 

n.n:, 1li:iportant quootion to th=. " Tho otion was !)11Gsed . 

·o U1Ilon we.o o:n his feet plea~ for t rif'pt of p tition. 

o d cl ~ed, 11 It wuo a oac .:id rie}lt of the ooplo o."ld t·us 

conv tion has no rit;ht to vott' do-rm the r to or the poo-

plo to aok by petition for local ai otato l ~111lntio d 

to have t·• t ri;:;l t r >coted. " Again ho wiu, vot d d01 

U1 Ron ju:up d to h!s feat and hotly r rked, "Tho Clsc as 

County Populillto may ao as fftiiJ ll ros ' from tile ti ·ut 

afte hat ou have ·w T'.1 Republica::in ill oop t .e 

county . nl2 Tho blow- up was not oorioua to tl o . elfo.r of 

.,h arty ut only o eour ed t' ooe who favored tho initia-

tive and r 01•01, to fl '1t luu•dor or it . Th convont1o. 

n=inotod ·,. s . Vr:utdcrourg antl Uart!n uiln1 for Co'1gross . 

For tho no::i:t two nths U1Ron continuod to push the 

initiative 11!.d rotcro. ci1.u 1n all h.io c · , nign :ipcochco . 

Oen ral eu.vcr m1 ot er Populioto were talking oul:, tt. out 

ailvw n."ld fusion . It o.!l 1ron1cal that U1Ron could ~~e 

12sa1om Daily CJ nital J'ournal, ~·nroh 27, 1096, P • 1 . 
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the initiative nnd rcforondu::1 ouch a po 1orful. is:me, oth 

duri; t e c 

old 11:ld silver er t:-e Dnin isauc:1 in :poll tics , ocauce 

the C 1gn was built aro· .d t. e ~one:, 1ssuo, u•Ron 1'1S not 

co spicuous in new psuer ro:iorts. 

Tho bi quootion in the state :10 •.• o tho Populiots 

ould sunport ror tho Unit d S·~at;oa .... o!lato , ould the:r sc.c-

r1.fice ono of t)oir o:m. n: ber or woulu thoy co-... 'Pr;:vi:io th 

o o of \;h t-:-a.~1tiona.l parties·, Tho most likely ore, ,ra:liso 

c dnt • s tii silver P.e!)u'bl:!.can Senator, JO;Jil II. 'l.'itcholl . 

end 0£ April, itcholl had tho :mo ,ort of Jolm c. 
Yo· , clla1 or the Stat Central C :uttee.13 Senator 

itcholl had been consistently silver =n 111 iie.::ih1ngto.."l 

n.nd nt the ma.:iont ~,ad the ppo1•t of =7 opulists and sil-

v,,r o ublican.a . aile it soeE:".od qu.ito 111:el:, t·iat the ~·a-

tioru-.1 opubllcan Con ·ontion ·ould turn to tho gola stnn 1, 

Chnir; Yoll!l8 was convinced that ~tcholl .,ould declare 1im-

a ll' 1."l favor o tho Pop<..llioto .14 o l'ortll:llld opublloarw 

ore lc.r~ely con~rollod bv ~old - Bta..~da.rd Doliticinns; con-

OO'].UC~tl they a. :::ud -itchell. :.. Portland a.-iti-!..itcholl 

Republioo.na or led b7 Joooph Smon, , •• Corbett, and 

13Portle.nd OJ:>or.·on1a.."l, April 26 , 1896, p . 10. 

¾Ibid ,, ::.fllj 16, 1896, P • 10. 
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th editor of tho Oregonian, IInrvey Scott , Dospite the 

formidable op Gition of the so- called "PortlD.nd gang," Sena­

tor 1tohell•s chances were good. ll1s ohief sup ortor as 

Jonathan .ourno, Jr , , or Portland, who d proved . · .self o.n 

effective politicill.?l in the 1895 legislativ session. 

l3ourne, an avo od advocate or t. unl 1tud col o of ail-

vor, dmitted an 1ntoroot of a illion and half dollars 1n 

silver minoa. 15 In addition to puahlng itc ell's political 

futuro, l3ourno I a a candidate for state repr aentative, and 

served as secretary of the Republ1ea.i1 St te Central C t-

tee. 
16 oung, who wao a , roonal friend of Bourne, sought 

Populist support i'or Bourne • s candidacy. u• Ren f 11 1n Yi th 

this p1o.n a.nd used his 1ni'luence to persuo.d the party to on­

dorso Bourne, althoUBh there was eoruiidor blo objoet1on from 

the ru..'lk and file of the Populists . Tho Oregonian satiri-

c lly reported: "First he became accrotacy of the state re­

,ublican co ittce, next a itcholl 1·epublican ca:: didato, 

and finally a Pooulist candidate for tho legislature. Hero 

15Jonathan Bourne, Jr. Papers, 1900-1908. Oregon 
Colloct1on, Ub.ivorsit7 of Oro on . 

16 Jolm C, Young le.tor bee urno• s personal secre-
to.r:7 for mnny ;roars. Ile was the nephew of lg! Yol.lllg, 
although he was a "blo.ckaheop gentilo, 11 
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in a sohemo of polities truly .a.poleonio . ~17 

The question of fusion ns b a:iing less aouto. 'l.'he 

Populist Central Coi tt e met rith tho D oorats early in 

tlay to discuss tho possibility of naminatina now candidates 

acceptable to both parties . Tho D crats illlng only 

to substitute othor D ocrats no might bo t10re a.ccopta le 

to tho opulists . 11Tho o list C d.tt e 1ns1ated on ollang-

ing its mm arty candldatos. "Tho rs could not under-

stand hy a ocrat !loUld bo osen en thora no so J:IUch 

1 o Populist ti: or fyinz around. nlO The Populists 

ere no·: not inviting i'Ua1on but attracting "fro.gncnts of all 

the old parties" who roed with them on the =ney question . 19 

U•Ron t s ::nost cfi'octiv campaigning had boe:i a series 

or debates. At t:IJ:les he wrote lett rs to the newspapers 

challengil tho op ositi In ho ohallongod L. L. ror-

tor , Geor o 'f . Prosser and Charl s II= to c v ss Clac.m­

mas County 1n a. n=bor of debates wit hin: . 20 

A vivid deocription of an U'Ren deb te wno repo!'t d ·. 

tho Salam 7cc ·ly co...,i tal JournaJ.. 'l".uo contest took pla.co in 

17Portl:l.nu Cl:• y 26, 1~96, p . Li. 

18~ •• :.JJ:y 7. 11396, p . 10. 

16, 1896 •• • 10. 

20orogon Cit7 Ent rprise, 1, 1896, p . 5. 









'l':', PopUl.1sts loft no sto es unt· , din thoix' att8tllpt 

-:io des G .oral o vor. ot:1.0r .nati.Olllll i'.1 -

ur s t ed ~e state, The7 lnc'lude J .0s r . Sov r lgn; 

go·. e!'al wor~ of -!;ho mights or Labor; •ort or 

noted m=b r and ~otired lec turer or the atio 

tehe,1 , 

Gr1Ul30; 

J . • Davis , the "l'e=.as Cyclone"; and J . JI . .. cDowelli o-:lltor 

or tho O ulillt ore :.n ,G.3hvllle, Tcn."loasee , Ao tho Ju.no 

ol ction approaohod tl e .1:opul:!.::ltn ·,ero confident of soudi 

11 !r-.,o !lilvor mon to ashin£;ton . A::i "'oaver • r pru.'e<l to 

leov o day or oo bci'o!'c the eloct:ou, he co Aide tly bo sted 

t:10.t the 

tl1is 

turo , 1122 

tion ou.l.cl go s Cl!' ~on went . "I leave !\.:r ha!';; 

rt, full or pe :for t~. 

Clacl:m:las Populi~ts ~de a cl an ::moo of nll offices 

0.1 the_r ticket . U1 • •s vot 11::. cot in t. o 

cou.'lt-J, oven C?'oator then t ,e old er l1oroo, Goorce O_,l 23 

ltogethor th Populists elect thlrtee. bors to tho 

lo.ror hou:rn , ·1hilo t e D oorats elect 

blioo.ns , fort-1- rour . Z e Populist candidgto for tho 

Ur.1ted Statoa CoJ:l6ress , • s . V:mderourg, apparently uaa win­

nitlg when nistnkes ore round that added to the votes of the 

22Portlond Oreconinn, Juno 3,196, r • 8 , 

230ro~ou City Courier , June 5, 1696, n . 3. 





.opublionn c ' .., o' , es .ra :e.do 1n 'ult 

f l1l h.'ld t1 .ted , 

· n S,1l0r.t, 1,l re u o .1r::a:!.ll-<l to n!J.i.11 1::od . Coole!' 1.oa 'u 

p:• ·vi:-.il ·, ho vw, 1d iJ 1 • we.s 

en: oat ~,;1 olect.l.o. • d t 

•;.nc CL.j' . :l:i:' 'SQil o ulio t:i .:"nrod no 

t.i 01• 

out .24-

Jo!n in 

ou". '' lJt Ron nttac.: l'Cn:tWJor : t to •ly i'or · G ,. f1.ts l to 

:iuu ort t:1... o ul1 ta. 

, s he spoke ::: r t o , ·tate Cen 1•::tl C 

~ no.-

lth t. . 1tc 10 l c.,utl ror o 1 tu the 

::u1.or· :"ico o:: i.;r , ui.>m . 11 '!o continue by ch.iF•z:tns polit:l.c 11 

1:>oo:i ::i we1•e shovinG "rop aters ba.ok: into the li.""lO f'or another 

vote boi'or tho7 hnd got 20 feet from the polls . 9 U' Ren 

snid that onnoyor may not have kn • about .hat the bossoa 

24p rtl!lnd Ol•-0p:oniru, Juno Jlt, l ,6, P • J; Hnrr1."lgton, 
"The Po u11st ~ov ont in Or eon, 11 l J - lµi. . 





el' doi.116 but ho 1d nothinc; to · l t mi.lists ,;;lcct 

othoi.• c!Uldidates, u• !en c· vd hlo !l n 

1·~ .lt i' t·us c.~. 

ial.s l1; ' a; r y . ,,::!;, 

• :;o. j 

cc oantJ:; 

L'inllnci 1 

l' l!tic i'or tho 

Ho co inc d Ila tl.:, 

_'or- t o y ru :i .-:i or,t d i!l-

!nit:!.ative 

"':t w ... I r .... :!. ont .... G CO ..... u.L'llvC. ~-... 0 

.eionnl tickvto . Aft or t o P.cp-:.iblic::.n conv ntio .• !n St. 

oi' t \,; o ~ ... e c 

d 

o.,.' th sua.te l 1alt;1.!;ure 1 31.1'0 rt; cf ~1tcho!l 1 ::i roo2. ct .... c:i 

if tc .oll ,ould hol.i :i .::ura tho l. ::.tio.tivo and r :t r 

25portlnnd or "jOni , Jun 13, 1896, p. l2> IIo.rrinG-
ton, 11:l'he Po.,uli:it . .:ova:ient in Orecon, 11 4:; , urn ro.pors, 
Or on Collvetion. 

26Portland Oror;o:u , J e , 1 1.,96, p . 10 . 





cc.7 

.itcholl 1nuicatod that he would, but by I!ov:mibei• e was 

o only oopoaod to roi'or:n le&iolation. Undoubtedly Senator 

itc.holl bolievod h had enough votes plodgod to hj: in tbe 

coming lo{;islnturo to got re looted, including throe Popu­

llot votes. 27 Whil.e it an true that ho iad bee- a silver 

Renublic::m, now tbc party had tnken n d finite stand agnirult 

oilvor, and he believed it wno !!lore politic to mend oliti­

cnl foncea 1n tb nation1 a capitol thnn to oupport silver . 

After LcKinloy1 a victor-J in ovatl>or, .. itc ell s strad-

dJ.ing the f nee 0:1 silver and r3fuscd to co t on tho 

r:ionoy question. 

publicano to oppos 

urne wao pro nring to lino up silv r Ro­

itcholl unless itchell oho~ld use hio 

influence =ns tho regular R ubl1cnno to elect ,.,ourno 

27Lute no, "The Ir-itiativ nn<l Roi'oronJ : Or on• e 
• Big Stick, , " Tho Pncifio _ onthl;r (l'ortland) , XVII (t:ny, 
1907, 566; Lincoin Stab: s, "u• en, .i10 La: Giver: • o 
Locislativo Bl cko::dth of Oregon and tho Tools 'e Hae ash-
ionod i'or c1•nc ', n A::lorican .• o-;nzi (.:C York) , LXV 
(i.Inrch, 190n), 53!~; Burton J . IIe=iek, "Tho Initiative and 
Ro.t'crcn um, nnd ro Oregon Got :.'hem," _ oCluro• s e,enzine 
( .e11 York), XXVII (July, 1911), 246; Cecil ... •, Tho-..l])son, "Tho 
Origin or Diroct Legislation 1n Oi•ouon," (~nstor oi' Arts 
thosill, Dopo.rtmont or ll to17, Univornity of Or 6011, Eueone, 
Orogon, 1921), 61, 62 . T'noe writoro toll tho following 
story: u1Ron oo.llod on itoholl aft r hnving previously beon 

ivon prami.ao to ou~port the initio.tiv 11Dd rof ron • 
' 1 ,ell, Jo tor, 1 ho becan, 1 I oongr tulato you; you 001•­
t11inly will be oloot d, 1 1 0h, yo:i, 1 replied itoholl, •r 
hn.vo throe Po s you can•t ta.kc away i'r no.' •A..~d I nunpoao 
you .rill holp us got tho Initiative and Ro orend ? 1 

..Iitcholl gln. o d do,m on tho floor e.."l.d otrol-:od his po.t1•inr-
ol~'ll h:!.te board . 1 Ir I ~.ore you, I don't t · I muld in-
troduce th.£.t thio ooaoio • • 11 





28 

o:poclter of tho house . Th.is -itcholl ro!"uaod to do . 'itoholl 

bolievod that ho would los votes if ho supported Dourno, 

an , besides, i.; ;ould bo ai:ibarros11ing to support a ma.., ,110 

hAd C aif;!lod !'or on. 8 ':!. tchoJ.l I B 0 

Bourne had orkod voey lu:u.'d oforc tho June oloction to 

plo o cnnd1dntoo to ou ort itc;iell , Doc onts } d been 

signed with e.11 tho ap ell.!'llnee o£ contr cts to iron-bound 

ually as hm-d to dofoat 

'itch 11. It e.s conood d that if tho lo .. cr house orgru :: d , 

tcholl would bo eluct d United Ste.too oonator . Still 1:1a.ny 

political loaders did not want to ooo elected. cott, 

of t•1e OI'o ,onion, p sod bitterly beo~uoo itcholl as 

independent oft. o ortland apublio:i.."lo , Scott could roly 

on Jooc h Sil:lon to wor• for itchell• s d f t in th senate . 

Silver Re bl1cn.'1S had be doubl - crosaod ao ell s the 

Populists ; and, of co'IU"se , th thre D ere.to in enc house 

wer not av rse to c usine him disc "ort . I1' those t:llnor1 -

a 11 loi;- roll ,.. or proceslil , 

pooslbly tho .:1tcholl fore s could bo def tad. 

1JIRon w o 1n c plot ohnrge 01' the l'opuliots . Joh.'1 

C. Yo "' '"lho ns not in t.l J.egislature, o.lthour.;h be lms 

:itayinc in al , e.llo od U•Ron to mal;:o any d~al3 ncccosUl 

28Y1endriclc, 11 n Ini tia ti ve and Ref rend , " . cCluro I a 
-N:i ziru,, WII ( ul , 1911), 21µ~ . 





to uchiovo opulist objocts . U1Ren no rondy to m(l}i:o n doal 

to oupport Dourno as o-pea.!:er of tho liouoe and defeat • t­

choll, in oxohungo for aunport of tho tr,o Po ulist moanuros, 

the in1t1at1vo tmd rof rend""<l!:!1 cmd rofoI"ll. rogistrotion bill 

to give Po~ulisto roprosente.tion on oloction bom'do . 29 Tho 

onti-.'itoholl Ropubllca.ns pra.tioc{l the Populists to su .ort 

their refon:i measures 1n 1899 .30 

U•Ren had talked with both Bourn and Si= borore the 

legislative session had stnrted to ·e pl= to dof~at t­

chell . 31 I!o tnen called n 1:1ooting of Cluckm:las County Popu­

lists to aoot in Ore.;on City to test hio position with tho 

party . U1Ren wuo ouro of Ogle, but Reprosontativo J , L. 

r.ruoe had plarinod to voto for ~itoholl. Preosu:-o was broui;ht 

to bonr on hiln at tho mooting, and !litchell lost ono of his 

three npops . 32 A frm dayn later Yo ~ n.fi'irnod u•Rcn•s 

r o l' e.s be;trig 1n line ITT.th Populist ,olicy. Ho stated 

the Po~u11ots would not Voto for •1tcholl but would probably 

29salet1 Weoil:y Capital Journo.1 , Jonua:cy 21, 1897, p . 
J; Portle.nd Ol•o.r-on an, Jnnuo.I7 8, 1697, p . 10; Sto.fforui, 
"U•Ren, Tho Law Giver," Al.iGrican ~neazine, LXV (!.larch, 1900), 
535. 

30paa.so, "The Initia.t1ve and Roi' :-anc.: _," ~ Pncif1o 
'onthR[, XVII {i.;ay, 1907), .566 . 

LXV 
3lsto1'fons, "o•Ren, tho La Givor," 

{Uo.rch, 1903), 53~. 

32Portla.nd Or .;onion, Jami.o.ry- 3, 1897, p . 2. 
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their OYill oandidnte , ~e didn't know who ,ould 11of1'or himsolf 

as ae.or11'ice, 11 but believed that tho Po ulisto :ould ro­

lllllin loy l to po.rty principlos .33 !l.'110 wqfl le.ter 111 Se.lam, 

tho Populists, mooting 1n a state-wide meotine \11th U1Ren 

resid.1.ns, votod not to sup rt liltcholl,.34 

In the me!Ul'.'fhile Bourne had arrivod in 1 c.n' os-

to.bli:Jhod an elaborate hondquarters. le routed ten 1·ooms in 

tho El.<lr1dgo block ao ell as th li:oll house , r;:'he ·uryose 

1n acquiring the spacious quarters was not 1::Jm.edintoly ap­

paront , but they c=e to plny n.-i i.t:1 ortant role in t o lei:;1a­

lntivo session. Bourn ClllllO ohroudod in J:I7otery as outsiders 

spooulatod whothor he ould support tch 11. Is thio to be 

tho 'itcholl hoadquartoro? tho Or zonlo.n•a editor ookod. 

1tcholl had juot SJUlOWlCOd that he uould SU port tho ROPUll-

lican platfo C lotoly; that ho ,&s oryjosod to 1.Ull:l.mited 

coinage of silver unl.eos there could bo n..-i int l'Il!ltional 

egroomont . nourno now mo seen mis orl!lg :1th dii'f'oront 

politiciano at hla hoadqunrtors and in the corridors of tho 

capitol, Th OreGonian•s eorrcopondont 1as quite impressed 

\7ith the Dourno ·1his;_,or and called it, "tho r.iost myatoi--ious, 

awe-inspiring, and ovor-wholminc whlopor of o:n:y man 1n 

33sai Jaily Canitnl Jourr..o.l, January 6, 1897, • l~; 
Portland Ol' 1,0 on, January -;-r;r;:)7, p . 10. 

31.~Portlnnd Oror,onian, Jnnunry- 10, 1_,97, :p . 1. 
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t10de1.--n politico . It is n la.l' o pnrt of hio stocl: ln t1•ade . ,.35 

l!onday, J=ary ll, waa tho dny hon the lo&i:Jlo.tw.•o 

wno auppoood to bocin. The Coll!3titution provided thut th 

eenntorinl electio:rr was to bo held on t.~o socond Tuesdu:y a£­

tor both h.ouos hn.d ori;aniz d. The antl- tcholl i'orc o 

l:new that itcholl rould be elected if ·ho loeislaturo got 

otartod on tho i'lrst on y . But dola:, ould orlc ai:;ainst 

' tcholl, ns it wuld give U'Ren, - urnc, nnd S:L;.::on time to 

brine; legislators over to their oide . ourno nnd 311::on ro­

vontod their respective Republican foll ors i'rOl!l -eetins 1n 

a part:, cnucu.o to na:iino.tc 11 senator. lfow if tho:, could p i• -

vent tho lower house frcm orgnn.1.::1n.; or tho olcv th no 

0011atoi- could be choaan fol' ti;o ,eoko . In tho monntino . 

l3ourne hoped to bo able to get cnouo1 au ort to be oloctod 

speaker ll!ld or.,anizo th .ouso on h1o tC'n. a . 

As the lower house ot, Bourne !!Ion quicl:ly took 

charge by putting tho t oro.ry orgnnizntion in the hands of 

BY!!IPO.thotio support rs. Au:po.rontly Bourne !mot, ho his 

friend!! wore, but lli tchcll did not know hi, oncmios. 1'J . J . 

Davia was eleotod t orary spoakor by a vivn voce vote . 

P1v menber3 woro thon ppointod to tho crodonticlo cacmit­

tee . Throe of tho five, U1Ro, L=k Bilou, and rr. L. Bark­

ley-, wore onti-. itc 11; th rcnnining two, e.rren E. :i. lOC.llS 

35Ibid. , Jo.nua:cy 9, 1197, p . 10. 
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c.r:.d Fred s . Stnnley, ravorod .1tcholl . 36 Tho c1•odenticl 

oo:.mttoe , or at le st threo o.r t-=• found tcc!l.~cal errors 

in oredontials . The oa::mitteo refused to repovt thro, ·1out 

tho day . Tho !!ou:ie t1•1 d to orgo.nize a.n:,wo.y. but Davis re­

i'usod. e.e e. o1nt or or er . .c e ·;ttclul1 n r1od to p sc a 

I:Jot1on to ro laco th con:uttee but !'oun ti t oy .d not 

ho.vc a quorum. The Hcuoo rauaincd idle o.11 nfternoor., 1'1nnl-

ly :i.djou.rning until 7:JO 1n tho GVonil • at o ni ct ses-

eion bogan the:.:-o ns an tt t to r ,ovo Davis, but tho 

s enkor r d tho constitution to the rrouse to provo that a 

c;_uorum was noodod in order to Ol>canizo . Ut on de it 

point to leavo as roll co.lls ore made 1.'rcr,i t:l.m to time • 

• e took part 1n severo.l doba~os dUZ'L'"lg tho evOlling . 'oat of 

t· o debates wore good-natured . Ho evor, at ono point n mo­

ticn was me.de that Goorge Riddle should be cubstitutc as 

speaker for Davia. U1Ron j pod to his feet and docli,.rod, 

"nc one but rovolutio:rl9t ould dare lllake such n metio ... 11 

'l'h:l.e brou,c;ht John • Somers, a · itch 11 ::iupuortc:1•, to his 

feet . Shaking his 1'1at t U•Rcn , ho cllnrgcd hir.l m.th being 

rovolutioniot . Ut Ro.1 re~l1ed, "Ho?lody but a r~volutionist 

ould nttalll!)t to rune. loginlature witn a Ltinority, " •Ren 

explained that the committee could not r ort becauo IDaey 

36 1est, "Reminiooenoe o.nd An odoto::i , " orlfb ru.stori-
oal ,uarterlf• LIII ( June , 19-~), 99; Or gon Ci tor rioo, 
J lll7 l:,, '97, "· l. 
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of tho n(]l'l.boro hnd not brou.:;ht oert.ti'ioatcs of vlect1cn rt-am 

their cou."lt1 cler:ica)7 Tho IIouao .<ljournod ,33 

The no:tt ol"!l.ing U1Rc·. roportod that t_e crvdont1 l 

o ttco TTao :-on y but woul.d not ronort to an unorgc..~1zod 

OU!IB . !Ator in the tul 

oca.uao tho ou a had not orgo.nizod . U1Ron nsl:ed S=ors why 

t'l ro::it of' the R publicnn;.1 wero not p1•oaent . o on!.d thoro 

wor forty-four Rop-iblic If 8<%10l'S o.il<l >r L-ri thir-

,;-nino Ropubl!.cnn::i, U•Ron jokonly Ollllocd ~o be tho ~or-

t1oth ono to c ~on quo il aeec.ed to be enjoyi:Jg the OCl-

barross osition of the Ro ublicnns. . 1tohellit 11 iddlo" 

t:10Vod that the flng be lo,10rod to hnlf-:;;aot . U1Ron objected 

t!1nt it wou1d be out of order. A!'ter duoki a. roll cnll, 

110 c a back to his sent nnd asked: "An I r cognizod?" An-

othor 11'1Cr!U>er interrupted hil:1, ing, "'a1e ;ontlcman fr 

Clo.c'•n o 1:'l not prosont . He cannot be r oognized until he 

nr::-!.voa .n39 

· 37portlnnd er ,on1nn, Janu 12, 
~?Z Canitnl Journul~ J:mua."7 12, 1897, 
=--.=...Pac.r.::1.:::.s~o, J nu.nry 15, 1897, P• l. 

l ·97, 
• l; 

• 6; Sc.l 
orocon City 

38ncsnrdinS o. quo=, .from tho Conotitut1on: "Tvto-
tllirds of oe.ch house c'.lllll oonstituvo n qu:,. to do busi-
noas, but a s=llor mw.b(lr " -oat, adjourn fi•am day to 

y o.nd c ol the ttondancc of' the n :;o .1:." 

39Portlo.n Or tan, Jan-.iu.."':{ 13, 1 97 • • l; Sal 
~ Canito.l Jour11 1, Ja:ruar;r 1.2, ltl')7 , ,:, . ij. . 





On tll.c thirtoonth, ,P,-.cn co:n.f'csoec.1 tluit ho hn beon 

wrong ~ct to i'!lc t 1 o c ~tteo report , de filed it= 

tlton c _led fer !tt r~uclir.~ . 

s no 0 .. . . 
vio :!.nformcd h.:.m tuat tl t·e 

..;~:.I.I,s tis i'isv nm e.ccl11J.1 :l.ng 

Oo you pro~oco to aoizo this hou.so by orco?n Tho Eouse .a.o 

tJJ. c e to his ~id, eayin.:;, 11 If you ,ant to i'orce a evo­

l~tion Oll us, so ILJ.CUd, 1 L!cy" on 

tho crieo hold ono1lgh. 1 " 

U1Ron 30.3 charged .1th boldi.'16 out tho r st or t'·o 

opullsts . ·,o ro;ilicd, "I do not &';)cok ro the rest or the 

Po; u.liats , I sJ;>ce.k i'cr iJtlle::i . 11 D o-

C!'o.t fro L:u,o County. 01•0· t lv. rl:i-tor -;i.io:i he said, 11 I 1ll 

l>r L in all th!:! Da::ioc_ vS o!: tnr.c , 1140 
'!"ao next montlng U•Ren uas tho first to sµeo.k . !Io 

hnc" o. quiet lm.td,1 11nd epoko softly , Ile ao.1d that there mw 

tul or forco but the Po:,ul:l.ll!;a mw ho to uao force, too . 

!Io didn • t .,a.'lt :i Kmsao opiaodo . If 'the:• 

anns , "Alllcrlcma of all nr~i o have bo 

ore to .:>e f lro­

knotm to be 

it.'1 cn-,ons , " Ho ;pointed out that t:lero n-m>o t~•oe minor­

ities and o.n:;r two could organize tho Houao . The a:pe ch as 

4oportlnnd O:"or;onian, JI.UlUacy 14, 1097, p . 1 , 
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follo· .. od m.t:.1 CCl.0 (tCb .• 

1ni'..> tio11 tv pei• ct or ,l:0.zu-:..1on." The .r.o~lon us t!?i,.0:.".dc 

:i.l:! t "1.00 c.nf' t·o plr.co .r1=z o." !:'he=-

tio::i 1 to ir..i s··1tv. Cle.c' = C unt:;, . 

tl n, but thcro ·:e.ll ru:- • er=. .,ntcr, 

1 'le a roll call 70.0 1rt roe se, ®era cnused much la:agh-

.0 dl:· t.:ca21y op od o oloo.kroo: .oc-r 

ll:1) tho 

';• enty-1 

Tl o o.vera.i:.;o ::-.ttendo.nc . n~ between 

nnd thJ.rty-onc . • ost er ho aurne Rer,ub:!.icnna 

a:.id Papul ts n :"' C!U O 
... ... 11 . Bourne 11 ~1e.l1' I\S old 

.n nt t:1G le~ zlnturo . U1Re::i o.."d .Gily '.l took tm.--::i11 1.'1 

r,:1abetionlly, s et ei, o i d t.' iwlo gettln(; out i.lefore 

16 name was calleu.. o:i one ocono1on ll didn ' t :md s 

· rl,od ro:ient , At 01. tii., Sor.tors wor1t to t.'h. clorl~• o 

desk cl begc.n to c 11 tho 1•011. tT'R 1. c;r. bbed hi:i hat o.."!d 

ste.rted to r-u: out-- v.oll to tl e morr 01,t of th ·:01..11 • 42 
:Jennl;or itcl- oll !.l'l•·vc 1:i. S 1 before the le l&U-

tu:.•e mot to .ol his reelootio1 • on it >ec!'.PC-

4J.~. , Jc.nuru.7 15, 1097 , P • l . 

42:to1d,, ,TonnD.!',Y' 17, 19, 1'}97, p . l; S l .Qfla 
Cn'l'Jital Jo=nnl, Jc.nuary 15, lJ97, P• l . 
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wero prov1dod for sloop and shsltor for tho weary. ,I re 

i:,aey douls were :rmde o~ e.nti-:.U.tchell aad t~ntiul e.nti-

itcholl men . uourne•e 11 0pen Houso" plo.yod u koy role in 

the sucooss 01' the hold.-up, !'5 
On the ninetoonth n lotter uppeo.red 1n tho nowopapers 

oignod by 1'ourtea.'l Pcmuliots. It conto.ined an o:is:plOJU1tion 

of wb:f the Populists wore not helping tho atoholl nepubli­

onns to organiz . They believ d that the ODly wey to get 

tl10 1nit1at1vo and roforend , tho election bill, and the 

registration bill was to secure Bourne for the speakorohip .46 

The next morning Representative Vaughan start d the 

day by maki? c a lllot1on "that since tho nbsont mo:nbors 01' tho 

house had not boon heard from for n wock tho governor bo noti­

fied that thoy ar dead . " Later men n member who ns trrit-

1.nc objected that he couldn1 t concentr to boonuso So~ers and 

1th 1oro debating , tho Rouso adjourn d .47 

A ne spnper, enjoying tho hold-up, reported conditions 

1n tho loGinlature in tho f'ollowing l!!ll.ll."ler: 

l~.5iveat, "Rorn.iniscence and Anecdotes," oror;on llls­
torical Qunrtorl:r, LIII ( June , 1950), 100; IIondrick,~o 
Initio.tive and Hoi'ercndum, " cCluro• s 'ar,a.zine , XlO..'YII 
(July, 1911), 218 . 

• 3. 
46sa.lem 1eckly Oo:oi tal JOUl'lllll, Jam.w.ry 21, l 97, 

47Portll'.nd Oro0onian, January 20, l 97, • l. 





Siuon he waltzed \11th too Portl.nnd Cro·1d, 
niile tho doncllock 113 on • 
fo will glide I cross tbo street, and tho 1•egul.nro meet, 
'lhile tho doadlock is on. 

t U1 Ren oxplo od and ·,ilyou 1o londeu, 
And Jooeph now shnkoa 1th al.arl:1, 
lo, those are the tc.ots, \;Sl e.wait Bourno 1 s rut , 

\'lhile the deadlock io on. 40 

The second Tuesday so.v, no quorum in the lower house. 

Ae long as Davis ranained ta:?1poro.I7 speaker no otions could 

bo paosod except to adjourn. But i1' tlloso who i:mtod to or­

cnnize, et and elootod a speaker, them itohell could be 

nominated. Then both houses could doolnro hin oloctod and 

it would be to the United St tee S nnte to aceopt him . 

itcholl had friends in nshin6ton. Tho quo= problet1 

would be solv d by declaring two-thirdo or those qualified 

o.nd willing, to or~an1zo a quorwn. To lond disnity and pr s-

tige to this move, n letter fi, itchcll1 e friend, -,ano.tor 

George F , JJoc.r or ?.:aasnohuootts, wao produced, mioh con­

curred on th loc;ality or tho nous orgllllized in this =nner . 49 
or course tho probl or getting the state Son.ate to rocog-

nizo the rucp uoe as yet to be solved. 

Temporo.cy Speak r Davis uo in 11111 seat hon tho ~:it­

ohellitos took over . The Chi r Justice had s1orn in thirty-

4-8salem Daily Oap1tal Journal, Jnnuo.ry 20, l 97, p . 1. 

4-9salei:1 gro~on Djil:Y Stato=n, Januo.1 21, 1G97, p . 
l; Snlc:t:1 Duly nn c 1 ourno.l, January 21, l 97, P • l. 





ono ellb rs '17ho :w thon rondy to or.;an!ze . The prelill:1-

no.ry procedures took place 1hile the anti-..::itehell sroup 

lookod on . .'\11 Davia said was "ont of' order" o.s he mtched 

t10 procoodinga , IlcnI7 L. B Il!30n 1as oloct d permanent 

speaker. Tho rump House then adjourned, follOl'lcd b7 the 

Davis llouse . 50 

Tho majority of the enoon rump wore not conter.ipla­

ti.l:.g tho use of f'orce to prevent Davis from tak:l.ng th :ipoo.k­

e1• • s oha.ir; but rat 1or t'1oy expected to meet while tbe Davis 

House was adjou.."Iled. llowcvor, during tho nir:;ht the leaders 

in the Bonson House plotted to keep Davis out of the spenl::­

or •s chnir by force , Ton men fro.~ the Sal police foreo 

were e.:r,pointod nosistant sergcanto-nt-cu-.lls . The next ?:lorn­

ing as the members of both ractiona arrived they found tho 

staiI'\fays to the spoo.kor 1 s roatrum gunrdod . Davis rc:nninod 

ur.rui'flcd , though gri: , as ho approached the rostr=. He 

a.11 oocorted by Roproaont tives :Sily u and Ba.rkley to tho 

stairs . .a.'he ao1•neant- at- arms called out in a so.nor,hat un­

lltoady voice, " In the name of tho atato or Oregon I ca,'ltlQild 

you not to co up those otcps . 11 DI.\Via asked, "B:r hat riG}lt 

do you attruipt to prevent o fro taking the spoo.kor •o 

50i oat, "R inisconoe Md Anecdotes ," °{o9on Ria­
torical Duart£rly, LIII (Jwie , 1950), 100; Por lruid Oro-
f:Oni!l.ll, January 22, l, 97, o . l, b. --





chv.ir?" " tho direction of .!r . (nson, s oel:o!' of the 

house . " Tho startled B nsonltos, 10 w r innocent o~ the 

plot to uso force, :1.urriedl7 o llou n oonferanoe \7ith their 

l adors, hioh resulted in bandoulue t' stro ~-arm policy. 

Davis procooded to tho chair, and the IIouse ndjoui.od.51 

For the next five 7eeks each houso r:iot sopo..ratoly. 

The Davis IIouse adjourned each dll.y for want of a quoI'll!ll; but 

the I'\E.lp did the busines of a rogulo.r orsanized house in in­

troduoir..:; billo, dobatin{;, and pasoing on then. 

ihile the two factions or the lower houoe were tr:ril'-6 

to organize or to nvoid organizi."lg, the Sano.to was GI'i."l.ding 

out bills ocoh day . Since they ;ere organized tho se:ia.tors 

ould b p id, c.nd i'unds could e obtni. ed _ or pI'intinG tho 

Journnl and Yine their clor1oal el • ..'h :n. the queotion 

of rocoe;uzlng th 

ms able to get; 

!Io1.1so 1 aa posed and de!>o.t~d, SiJuon 

suu)ort to d fe tr ooc;nition . 

By the first of Feb1'1.llll"Y, th.; :.a tchell .follow ro knc,1 

t t souoth:1Jl8 had to b done dintoly or itc ell's de-

.feat was certain, In the Bonson House, glo01:1 nnd uncertainty 

prevailed at each dlly1 s s ssion, It ,as difficult to find 

t:l.inistors llling to pray "over its r 1=" oo.ch ~oI'lling .52 

5lportlnnd Orer:oninn, .Tanu.a.ry 26, l 97, p . 1; Sal 
D-aily Capital Journal, January 22, 1897, P • 4. 

52snleia Daily Co.oital Journal, February 1, 1r,97, p . l. 





t !1tcholl hn.d one more JllaY to 1:WJ= , Md his w1nning tho 

gr,me depended ou it . 

On tho tlrl d or Pebl'l.l.Ll::"1 !l convention wo.s cnlled for 

both th Senate r.nd ,h B8ll5on IIouse to t: et :tn a joint 

e.ssambly , If a simple majority fr oth housoo ould uoet 

together thoy could olect a senator. ~he locality of this 

never became a factor , as it as 11:lpoaslble to get n ~.a.jor­

ity tocether at one time . Each dny the joint co~vontion :met , 

but each dn.y t· ere were femir than a jcr1t:, :present . 

Deals wore Ill.ado to get era of both houees to eet 

th At each f iluro ·1tohell•s chance 

Rather than cotmt th nu:nbcr o!'1'ici lly by roll call , tho 

number .as ascertain d hurriedly and 11 rJOtion we.11 made to 

e.djo'UI'l., . ..3nnd wazon tactics were used to g t legislators to 

e.ppo:u• . '1tcholl told a senator ,rho 1'.ad boen c.bsont tlxt t ti' 

ho would be nroson" t·,.o necessary 1'orty- six would bo there 

as only one ll'lls nocdod to a quvl'"' for the conv ntio~. 

Tho senator wont before the convention the next d!l.y nnd o­

ported Ylha.t 'itohell bnd said , How =n othora oru:ie to the 

convention du ed by ~litc.1011? 1tc1ell 1 1 convention tnct1cs 

failed to el ct a sell!l.tor .53 

On the !irot or arch the Davis Houoo to.lkod about 

53-i est, "Ro 1sccnoo and Anoodotos ," OI'or·on ll1ato­
rioal ~tcrly, LIII (June , 1950), 101; Portrn-'orclfonia."l, 
Pobruury , 10, 11, 1097, p , 1. 





l" ,-

uoing force to mnke the abocnt era appear. u1 Ren roo.d 

an oiin!on franc . E. S. ~ood stntir.i; that absent :rue::ibero 

could be forced to attend. Tho idov. of compelling r.ttend­

nnce, hom.,ver, wna not oorioualy considered. Since the Sen­

ate could not officially ndjourn without tho F.ouse conciir­

r1I!6; it quit on the second of 'arch. Finally on tho fifth 

tho Davis IIouse mot for tho last til:le . U1Ron offered a 

resolution sUllll!ing uµ the procaadln8s of tho House and sho,­

ing how tho Houso v,as aplit to rovont n quorum fran organi­

zing. Ills resolution was l.l.nllnil:.ously ncooptod, :ind the 

Ilouse adjourned .54 

54Portla.nd oroeynian, A:nroh 2, 1697, • l; l.:arch 6, 
lJ97, P• 1, J. 

\ 





CHAPTER III 

U•Ran1 s part in sto ing gov rnmcntal procoases dur­

ing the hold-u~ addod notorioty to his Daill& but not as a 

responsible la er . A legislator is su:;,posod to holp o.ke 

legislation end voto against legi lntion he op oseo. Would 

a _ es· onsiblo la: or a."lt a parl10I:lontary bod;; i'rca or-

6-"lizi!ll; b caW10 ho is a part or th nority? ,ould not 

hia 8.ctions 1n tho legislatur di!lcrod.1t the Populist p -..ty7 

Did hie coo e1•ation 1it l s on and r:no onn that he bad 

sold out to the business interests of Portland? Tho Pou­

liots throughout tho stato as 1011 as his constituents 1n 

Cl ckmi;as County d ed thnt he sno mr these quostic,ns. 

Although U•Ren .as not tho titular 1 adc_• of t e p€U'ty 

in tho state, ho d be n given a fro hruld to direct t 

Populist efforts in th logisl.llturo . He nlono d to explain 

1ey the Populists should b subjected to tho a:ibo.rrosemont 

of o.ppearing to lfllpport the "plutocrats . " 

The Oregon City Enterprise charged U•Ron with either 

being a fool or havi..'16 sold out to t .• o S:!uon oro d. In c=­

monting, th editor ondored ,r;by U•Ron had not a oared 1n 

Oregon City as often as ho did boi'oro "tho groat ohostnut 

pulling gw eat Sal • 11 Ila.d Silllon "used h1l!l as a tool to 





J.;lj. 

pull the Corbottl choatnuts out or tho firo, 11 and no he l:nd 

to give "his opuliot brethren ••• tho cold sbako11 ? the 

editor aokod. 2 U1Ren 3=ed.!ately denied aoy connection 1th 

Corbett or the bnn!ra , J 

A day of reckoning ow:ie ror U•Ren on L!aroh 27, l ,97 . 

Ile met with the P®ulist Central Committee nnd others l"lho 

ore interested, 1n Oregon City , Hewn on trial before his 

Populiat brethren. now much l:10Il87 had he gotten? U•Ren nn­

. erod that he had received ei(lhty dollnra f:i-an a f'und o-

Vid d by the en '01.1 -,r to!1ell, and fifty dollars fr his 

father . Ile denied the charge h had t1a.de n perso!llll. fight 

with tohell , A stern rebuke O!ll:l fr Charles Spence. 

"You were sent there to do your honest duty, and ~rovent to 

the ut.:iost 01' your ability vioious legislation, You \Tor 

sent there to do something; XIOt nothing. 11 e 1vo 

got to defend your conduct . 114 
U1Ren a.no ered 1n his quiet a.y . Ro began by retell-

ins the whole story-- ito ell's du~licity; S on1 s o posi-

tion to the thr e ro:t:01"1'!1 su: n of the opulists; Bourners 

lJoseph S~non would bc.v supported n. I, Corbett, tho 
banker, for United States sonator . 

20regon City Enterprioo, 2arch 12, 1 ,97, p . 4. 
3~. , l.!a!oh 19, 1897, P • 4. 
4rbid. , Ap1•1l 2, l 97, P • 5, 
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c t:::tont to itch ll . T'.aon crone tho falling out or urno 

nnd •·tcholl o.nd 11 chance for Simon to defoat Y1tchell 1 o 

candidacy. Boui'ne agreed to au, port rei'or-...1 legislation in 

o.xcha.ngc for Populist sUpl'lort for th opeakor 1 s chair. Tho 

Populist lo1,islnt1on wao bettor or1· with ~.itcholl• a group 

dofoatod, U'Rei.1 ar(;Uod. Ho sho ed that it 1asn1t a J41ltter 

of a rrlnorit;r holdillG up the majority, ut uany i:i:l.noritios 

equally dividing the lioWJo. As for t10 P~ulists n0\'1 having 

to de end hil:1, ho ropliod ho did vhat he thoui;:;ht as rif;ht . 

Ii' honest :con dioagr od t 1th h1!n "ho vould ask no politic~:. 

favors or ondo1•s ent if not fi'o ly give •" He ended r..!.e 

rama.rko with a bittar donunciatio or party olitics . "I 

have no faith in party orge.nization or party govo ont . I 

bollovo 1i' tho Po-::iulioto hnd ho.d tt10-thirdo =jority 1n 

tho legislature for 20 years thy would be in tl:10 sru:i boat 

the republicans are no in."~ 
Tho Ol.•e on City etil was follo 1ed by a so:r:-ios or 

ondoI'oOl:lont i:1oetings across the sti.to. Although t eot:tngs 

uoually officially endorsed his actions , =Y bitter 1'0-

toots Cllllle rroi::i 1l!lportant Populist lead ro, and u1Ren 1ns, 

1n etroot at loast, often cenaured. In th edi'ord meoting, 

5portl:md Ore oni , :arch 28, l 97, p . 2; Oregon City 
Enterprise, April 2, ii 97, P • 5; C oil • • TI pson, "l'ho 
brlg1n of Diroct Legialnt1on 1n Oro~on" (~noter or A. ts 
thesis , Dopnrtciont of iliotory, Univernity of Or ~on, L'U(;ene, 
Oz•ogon, 1929), 70 . / 





E, J, Kaioor, oditor of the Ashlo.nd Record, wao oo bellicose 

that the city lllal'shal hnd to intervono to prov t violence . 6 

Public xcitanont frw tho held-up sosoion ooon fcdod 

away, '1lrlle pee lo wore concerned about making a livins 

during the ooo Ol:tlc de roooion, Populist oliticio.rui debated 

the virtues of ... wi1on ·1th ocrato. To the De ocrnts , .tu-

sion i::.cant a bettor opportur.ity top "take of politic l pie . 

Republicans were divided over whether the governor should 

call an extra session. Governor Williim. F, Lord appolntcd 

the bonker, ll •• Corbett, to the nited Stateo Senate; but 

the Sen te avorod Jobn Mitchell, and there as a question 

of whether Corbott•s crodent1o.l& would bo recognized since 

ho had n:,t boon endorsed by tho eta.to leg1ol tu:-o . 

The so-called " tcholl push" d de an oT.tra oes-

sion to be called before Con,;roao convened a.n could accept 

Corb tt . The • tchell o lo f lt e.osur.;d of nom1nat1.ng 

their man il' t e legislature ot . 

Joo Simon and tho ortlend Ropubl1c= continued to 

11orl: 11th urne c>.nd th tl.:.lve1• Ropublic:ms o.nd U1Ru.'1, if 

not tho root 01' th Populists, to reve.nt the" itcholl 

push" tr succeeding. 7 In Dec ber UtRon urgod Bourno to 

601,ogon C1ty Ente rise , A ril 30, l . 97, P • 4, 
7Joscnh Sinon to Jonathan Bo 1rne, Jr., ' 9, 1097; 

August 30, 1~97; fov l:>or 24, 1'97, Dourno Pa.pors. 
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drop silver aa an issue a..'l.d go all out :!'or diz•..,et logi:ila­

t1on in a union effort to do:!'cat tho old guo.rd Republicans . 

Bourne nda:mantly inaistod that f'roo coina o s ould ri:nain 

the rinoipal pJ.at:!'orn, as it had resulted in lilOro votes for 

I3cy,m than all tho other isoues coobwed.8 Aa tho ycnr 

l 97 ended, tho direct legislation i::ov ent lud slowe dom, 

and care mtuit bo taken lost it be i'orgotton. 

Political oto=s brol:e u;pdll the state ::; the new yow 

fairly started. On Jant1lll7 14, Coroett w ref\lsod a scat 

b::, t e Uru.te~ States ennte. Thus tho" ·1tcholl push" .as 

encouraged to continue oITorts to elect • tohell. 

Tho Populist party wo.., o'iuo.J.ly os divided ns the Re­

publicans . The trend to-. a.rd fusion bud forced C:-.1"-'l.irman 

Young and Seoreta."7 U1Ron to opcnl:y brook \~1th b:-othor opu-

lists in an attampt to st tho tide . i\ts1oniot J . D. 

StevGlW , an erstwhile socialist, publicly denounced U'Re.. 

for !IID.king a deal th 1mo, Young etoutly defend U•Ron•s 

motivon as bei."lg honest QUd 1n tho b st inter et of tho 

pn.rty . Young termed the nnti- i'\lsionist old guard nc II on 

who nl'o populist as a 1118.tt r of prinoiplo, and • • • not 

83oUl'Tle to U1Ron, Deoembor 16, l 97, ourne Paners. 
It chould bo kept in ind that an 1nit.iavive and i•vfc.rondu: 
la,1 would require n state constitutional an:ond!:len.t . For 
th eonsti tution to be eo rune d d a joint rosolu•tion ould 
..... vo to nnos tho lobislaturo in two oucceoslvo a salons and 
t ~n passed on by public oloctio • • 





cl't r i , 119 

ome montha o.1rlier , UIRon• s .e had b-3on bur::;lnr-

ized and h1a desk ranu eked. ·e found that letters hen been 

stolon, inclu<iin3 lettera frCllt Douma and Sinon, lo J . D. 

tovans asserted he d affidavits proving that U1 c roi'Used 

errors from itcl1ell to au port the initiative nn:1 roferen-

dum; t U1Re."'l ho.d oxnib!ted a larg r 11 oi' bills received 

for oldinG u the le3ialAture; nn that Ut Ren w o seo dng 

to becOC\ governor . A1't r duo puollcity had bce-.a given to 

the c u.rges , Stevens pre,1ented the letters at a neeti of 

the CJ.ackaluo.s County Populist Ce."l.trnl C=~ttee ; Foll owing 

"tevens 1 s charges , oth Lo elling•s stepdaughter, Florence 

, arose to speak. She recall d that U1P.en had ta.ken 

ol e of tho L welling eot te l!n 1nor 11.s d it:. deoted-

nesa r = five thousand tot~ ty thousand dollilrs . She re-

• or finding 1 tt;ers in a d sk thc.t he bad left t!m., 

prov ed l1m diahcmest ond t t h ecrus ir~-d 1th • c. 

Yo\ll\g . :Uo over, he did not so:, 11:; t ho ha done . o <.1ls­

honect . U•Ren was ho.rd put to ans, r all t!-.c, charges satlll­

i'nctorily . !'o repe tod that ho h(o_d done '10:b e thought nc­

cesosey to a ehiovo tho obj c t1ves of tho party. 1:0 prcsum-

11bl y meant that h had done hat he had to do to obta.in 

9nortland Oraeanisn, D c or 10 , 1~97, p . 10 • 
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supp ~t fer the 1nit1at1vo ro1d rerorond 10 

In !ting to Bo=e, u, non oz lui-"lod hi:: rc::u,on for 

0 pos1nf; -UBi Tho D crate ooi;ldn1 t :in 1-thout cU.v!d-

1ng the Po ul1st votcc . U1R ~ dieted tha~ if i'ua1o~ oc­

curred the .fusion _c::ot culd lo::o frc:::1 six tot= thousand 

vot s .d socia1-sto would enter a tic~ot and ick u those 

vot s. o contended tho.touch divis1o."l ould help t·e 

co.use of !at • ll cd t: o Democr::i.ta. Ro -~ s e:uro t: t l; e 

old 11 o Po. ulists vo~lu not cc pt 1'us1on vitl1 t e D 

era tic 

io:ruJ._st .,t to Cent-al C ;J;J.ittc et on the twon-

tloth to 11 cioion on fusion and to sot a dnto for the 

st to convention. J . c. Yeung presided. Ho aa.:;sootod that 

only tr-..i.o Pc.,ulists should o allowed to 1• b 1!1 tho , eot-

tion to cl ar tho hall of ov ~bo , 

1nclud.1ns tne res , 11."l t· t tho acrgcont-at- c.r..w allo 1 

onl Pcpul1sts tor -enter . Th otion : cs condod . Tho 

PUI'J>OJo ,m to rovent l. sionists froc att dL the -oeet­

ilig . U1Ren ~toed on one side cf the door o.nd i; 10 uerg o.nt-

lO;,ortl d Or roninn, January 5, 169 , • 5; ,Ja.nunry 
9, 1898, p . l, 3 . Ii; m.ny .ua.ve uon at this time U1Ron bo­
t w to _p1•actlce ·h£t bcca::ie his policy of n vor YII'itiog a 
lettor of political s!gnif1cnnc if ho could possibly call 
on tl-io perao • 

11u •Ren to Bourne, J!UlU.llry- 17, 1898; January 22, 1~9'3, 
Bourne Papora . 





at- an: on tho ot:.ior . One by ono ..J101Je ,ho ,;}l' consid rod 

Popu11at reentered th hill 

enter d end as not hall 

A kn..i :n !'usic.n:'..at, D~• . ,on, 12 

s ,T , D, 

qclckl.y 1ntc osod, 1H !:i o pop•l1st. 11 "Yes, I ru:t, DJJ . 

rton will voilCh r e,tt re lie t~v ns. "Dr. ~to •s 

ord don1 t go hore , 11 r tvrte tJIR n . culled UIRon 

en "ap robri us epithet , 

with n clenc,ed fiat . 

u•,kn .ut ... tovonc in th :re.ca 

tov w r turnc tho bloi" on U1Ren•s 

cheek, ch-awing bloo J.'ho , o tors clinched and struc;-

gled brio!'ly boi'oro Stovons ns t:.ro,;n out . 13 

As the coting got und r , 7 

that the state conv ntion be s cuedul d bc~oro th D ::iocratic 

co ention i.! stond o on tho s o day . il co t •1dcd t:r .... t 1 t 

would show that t 1e Popu 1::ts did not w~ t 1"u3ion. Ai'tor n 

t o- .our d bat u• 01 1s tin loc~ . To 1ucussl or tho 

isoue of :fusion 

fuoion 1th tho D =er ts n 'honora'Jle t .. " ':Lo end 

U• on orn do!' te onto fusion is~ 
J), . ' 

Four dlcyo later You."lg rcaigned s Peoplo ' c .arty 

1~Full name unknoun. 

l3portland Cr co ie.n, January 20, l 98, P, 10. 

:U..Ibid , 
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chai=n . llo said he did not loavo l;ho Republican party to 

bee ea De::iocrntic "adj ct to ouroani 11 .11th hi- bit-

tor resignation Young ended 11 oorvico tv t.l, 1' ·~., . 1~ 

On 'ebruary 6 • u I Re.--i re:i zi:1 as cha = of the 

Cl ckomn13 Cou."l.ty Contr l C ut chiu· ctor:stlce.ll.y 

c ,ould not so onGily give up all had boen ace ioh d 

for direct legislation bocnuso oi' !u:iio.1. !Io all!lO\Dlco that 

he would worll: in 'Cho 1•anks by stumping tho coun1:y fo.· t,~e 

e n.use oi' rty l)rincipl in the el c lon.1S 

ch l , 1JIRen ,iad rotUI'110a i'rom a Gpo /.:1116 tour . 

He proscntcd tho conditions on h ch ho ould co-

o orate v1ith the Democrats ; ,mt e 'lD.oizo t, o.t the Popu-

lioto :i:r.lot be o.llo od to mainta.1n theil• indo•,c.1dont ldontity . 

!Io i' t that ho hnd been too hasty nnd should luvc Ull tl a 

100ft glove" in deal.ing v:ith the i'usionists . o co:itinued, 

howevor, bitto.ly to atto.ck ill R. King and othor opuliots 

who ho believed had sol out to !OCl' ts .17 

U•Ron•s chan.;e of heart poll iol.y aavod hil:1 for tho 

party !'.lld J:10.de ossible his non:tne.tion £or state oon:itor . 

The state ocmvontion as held in • oI tlme. o t. o twenty-

15Ibi<l . , J "u.ery 21.i, 1898, . 9, 

160rcson City tr ~iae, e ruc7 ~, l n9, p . ~ ; 
Portland Oroconic.n, FobrUA-77 v, l ~9 , p . 3; 

17u•Ron to Dou..."'Ile , 'rch l , 11)98 , .Journo Po.poi•s . 
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thi • :it):) th :ruaionists 1.. co:.trvl. _u :::ii o-ot- tho-

roo.d ;ulist!l lkod out of t.'ie cc,nvcnt on to hole. thoir o·m 

and ;a·vaontod ll scpa.r.i.te t!cJ•ot, U1Ren - :.no -;;!. tll. tho 

i'u.31on1sts . The fusionisto nomi.-ic.tod King for governor end 

by doill8 so cavo the opulists top position on tho tiok&t . 

or t 1 e other officoo tho P ,ulists got t c , the silver Re­

publicn.no t10, nnd tho DarJ.Ocrats throe . 1Ron 111.s not sat­

isfied but con.coded it better to have tho govor:no_ nd ::lllke 

tho l tfo ::i than r.otlrlng . F. ur od all 'opullsto. to sup-

Ol't the t cket nnd plntfo 7 31lY : "If it =st bo 

thrown out ror p ,to , for Ge •s s e lot tho dc:nccratc do it . 11 

The ortl d Oree;cnian sne rd tha.t the "Da:nocrata tc.ke what 

little :iop is thrown to th . " U•Rcn believed that :King na 

' )OSllll3 8.0 ll Populict and TI'llS 9Ul) rt d Portlnnd 1 s D6.!10-

ere.tic yor, Sylvestor Pcnno::,or , ut he .ma 71'111 i1~ to 'o:-e­

go int rpo.rty aquo.bbloa to :nttko a detorminod bid for t u, 

Ste.to Se.7.ato agninot tho Ropublicnn George owno11 . 18 

The omilists once ,o.in called on ne;,01.onc" via t o 

olllJ.ltlaicn. '!'ho oocent!'ic orator ao e:i.ra:1 lll':-Yi: t 110 m:io 

f;i?ip he U3etl in 1896, and re::.~ tho m:ur.e o.tto •N'. volumoo 

or Thor.ia3 Je!'fo oo:, . " Socklo11s" JOI'!."/ Sin so 1 also eo.rod 

to onrcy th toroh for tho ruaionlsto . ,'hon tho b lloto 

l 8Portlo.nd Ore oninn, :..nvch 23 , l 98, "l , 1.2; L.urch 
2,'.i-, 109(.1 , i"> . l ; .laro c:;;,,, p . 2o ; r.Inroh 26, 1, . ..., J -arch 28 , 
P• 4-• 





were counted tho Populists wore go.orally beaten evorywhoro , 

U•Ron went down to doi'eat ago.inst Brmmoll with more votes 

than I:10at 'Populists received in Clacl· o Cou.'lty; but tho 

tide had turned ago.inst the Populist party, and the voters 

re roturn:i.rlg tho traditional party ollticio.no to po, er. 

o llliddlo- oi'- tho- r oad Populists reooivod only a snall token 

vote .19 

It 'l/OUld GOOlll that U1Ren had foreseen 1hat would 

ha".lpen when i'usion ouccoedod 1n clanino.ting the part7. /hon 

tho collapse of the party b come illminont , ho aouc.~t to of­

fend as few people as possible 1n bot!l. factions and went 

n1ong 1th tho i::njor1ty for tho sake of direct legislation. 

Tho question rct1ains in;y he ran for tao Senate scat rather 

than a scat in tho lowor ouae . It r,ould. a.wear that he 

could have on a scat 1n the House, but the Senato post had 

been hold by a clever Republican ho a almost certain to 

be oontinuotl in office , las U•Ron saorti'iood by party load­

ers who had ttlken a dim view of hie actiorui 1n t•1e hold-up 

session, or had they counted on his po o.rlty EUllOllg the 

rank and file to upset Brofflle11? Evon to o-:moll it muot 

have appeared thll.t his victory over u rnon was duo o.s =ch to 

lack of party hnr:aony lll!I.Ong tho Po ulis ts us to rm:y ot,1 

19Ib1d., April 5, 1898, P• 6; L!o.y 9, ll.)98 , p . 10 ; 
June 10 , l 9 , , 6 . 





si."lgle reason. 

U1Ron called upon Brownell to d1ocuss the f'~turo of 

direct lo"'islat1on. Thoso who knew Dro,mcll Is r,3J.nt:l.ons 

with tho railroads and other vested i:ltoi•ests, ns U•Ron dld, 

om 11 to be o posed to diroct logisl tion . c,Llt 

U1Ren o.J.so kno· that Brown ll ,ms pol:l.t:l.cally ambitious Md 

would Illake n practical doo.J. . U•Ron pro.osod to su-:>port 

Bro1moll for ofi'1oc next t:lrJ.o if the s nato1• would .. ork for 

cUr ct logislat1on. offllell agreed . Ho expla:!.nod to his 

Re'Tlubl1c:i.n 1'riend:;:, 11I•v got to vot fer it . • district 

is chock full of I Pops I and I have to placate the::i. • 

It1 s cot to go tlu•o-..igh two sosoions . Fo.ss it nor, ll.lld ,c Ctlll 

boat it noxt t:ll:lo . "20 

Tho governor called a special sesa1on for Sopt8111bor 

26 . U1Ren , ao present to rcnind those ,ho were pledged :!'or 

direot 101:,islntion to keep their promise . !locause of tho 

burden of catching up with state busineso, U•Ron was pro­

mieed that o. rosolution uld be pro ;oocd in 1699 . The short 

session p oeod o.ppro riation easuro!l and oleotod Joaoph 

Sil:lon United ~tatos eenAtor.21 

20t1ncoln terre::is , "U•Ron, t!lo Lo.w 01v r, 11 k:-1•ican 
ac;azin (l!e1 York), LXV ('!..orcu, 1908), 536-37. 

21Po.u.1 Th a Culbertoon, "A llistory of t;;.i.o Initia-
tive and Rei'orond in Oregon, 11 ( Ph D. thesio, Department of 
IIistocy University of Oregon, Eugena, O.-ocon, 1941}, 51 6o; 
~ Logislntion ~ (lTormrk, I .. J.}, V (l!o.r 1, Hl9 ) • . 
1. 





lo prCl!lliaos and pledges fram logislators are noc­

essl1I'3" to successful lobbying, and while it is necens217 to 

haven knack for logrolling and trading votes, it is tho 

control of public opinion that is tho most e!'!'octive device 

to koop legiolatoro 1n line . U1Ron•o propngnnda efforts 

thrOUf"Jl the Joint C01."!llittoo on Direct Logislntion had ouc­

oessf'ully oduoatod tho people about tho initiative and r 

!'oroncl=. In on artiolo written !'or tho ~ Loaiolntion 

Record, he ootimated thnt two yoo.r:i provio1.13ly • ct more thnn 

one in a thousand in Oregon kn8'1'1 about tho initiative and 

referendum and now thl•ee- fourths 01' tho pooplc f'avored di­

rect lerislation rei'o!'lll . 22 

During the spring o!' 1'398 th Nnt1onal Direct Legis­

lation Len o recognized U1 Rcu 1 o 1nroortnnoe to tho movement 

by elooting him to tho l.ntional Executive Ca:nm.1tteo . Ho had 

beoo-.ne !mown to the national movement through publicity ho 

had boon given 1n tho ~ Locyslation Record oonoorning 

hie part in tho hold-up session. llo had proviouoly clio­

oussod the hold- up in tho ~. as beq an 11 oxru:xplo of' 

tho failure of roprcsontat1vo gove ont" and suggested no 

hold- up would I.lave boon poooiblc 11' the peoplo could vote 

on the act~ or tho legiolnttl!'o.23 

11393}, 

22Diroct Lc13iolation ~. V (Uaroh, l.~98) , 1 . 

23Ibid., IV (Jun , 1697), 113- 1.l+; .!.tl!:!•, V (!larch, 
1 . 
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Pol1tica1 conditio.."lo in Orogon had all but nado im­

poosible tho continuation of the Joint Comnittco on Direct 

Lcgiolation that o.s organized in 1392 . The Knigh.ts of La­

bor, Farmers• Alliance, and Populist nt.rty wero no longer 

sufficiently organized to carry on the fight !'or rei'o1'111 , A 

nO'l'I or anizo.tlon 1th a dii'forent approach was necessnry to 

keep the issue bei'ore the voters.24 

U•Ron was convincod that e:ri;y ne\7 organization should 

be non-p tisan, Fusion had roobod tho Populista of their 

power , and if tlli'lre wore n Demeo~ tic tictot, a tusionist 

ticket, and a ddle- oi'-the- road ticket, direct legislution 

efforts would be so baclly divided that it could not possibly 

win . Also, ho realized that Iilrul7 opul>l:!.cans rmuld su::,port 

rc1'o ::i ii' it cro 1 beled Repunlican. 'Io favored lll'ging 

Populists to sacrti'ice their om party if necossa.ry nnd ou,p­

port a ere likely candidate vho i' vorod tho :lnitlntivo and 

roforandu: • 2.5 

1110 U1 Ren ,vas lobbying in Sa1cia dl.ll'ing tho special 

oession, a mooting was held to organize a Direct Leaislatian 

Lenr;uo, The ne organiz tion was called tho !;on- Partisan 

24tute Peaae, "Tho Initiative and Roferondum--Orai:;on's 
1 Big ..,t1ck1 , 11 Pncti'ic '.onthl? (Portland), XVII (Llay, 1907), 
%67} ~ha:apson, "'l'lio Ol' ii:;in o Dlrcot Logislo.tlon in Orocon," 
2 • 

25n1rect zLo=g=i~ol~a~t~i~o::!!_nocord, V (Soptwbor, 1698 ), 54; 
112.!!!•, V "{"i)o'coi;ibcr, 1393) , -~ 





Direct Lecinlo.ticn League of' OI'i;c;on . D. C. Sheman was 

elected , ro:iid t, IUld 1JIRe:i took his isu .1 :pooition as sec-

rotary. A 1ev0ntoen-=n c ittoe wno elected; rcprosonting 

all parties nnd many f'actions of: parties in tho state, A:rty-

body could join \7ho wa3 ,:!.lling to ork o.nd 

l!lllko roi'or::i o. pnrty issue . They plru:n1od to 

ture, write letters to oditoro , a.ndmnke op 

,ho 1ould not 

circulate l!toro.- ) 

cohos until n ~ ,,, 
conatitutional aniondment ould be po.ssod , '"0 U1Ron bided hia 

t1.?:le until the 1!399 log_olature by practi?inB 1.a 1n Orecon 

City and orktn& at Direct Leg:!.slc.tian Longuo propngandn 

Lo.tor that yoa:r,, , U1Ren wns f'oro d to i'ao the question 

of' ethics in pro.eticnl pol1tio3 , George Oc;le had boon his 

closest friend , o. brother Populist, and n Clnokru:ms County 

colloo.gu.e 1n tho 1C97 logislaturo , Just be.fore the tur-.:1 or 

then yeo.r, Oc;lo •a mother diod and U•Ren waa asked to con­

duct the f'unor l service . Ile spoke briefly at tho o eto17. 

Thon snapor roportod that hio 11 ,crds uoro full oi' ooc:­

i'ort, n and he gav t~ those ,tho eriwod assui•ance oi: seeing 

loved onoa ugain in hoo.von. 27 

Tho n xt da:, th wo f. iemw raounttJd horooo and 1•ode 

26,, . s . U•Ren, "'.:.'be Initiative o.nd Rei'or d in Or -
co~," '.i'ho Ai•c.,._ ( Trento. , 1 . J .), XXIX ( !JU'c;i, 1903), 27:j; 
Poo.oe , ""11':'heiiiftio.tive and Reforend , " Po.oific t:01.thlv, 
XVII (L!ay, 1907), 567; Culbort:ion, 11Hiotor;, o:C t·_ Initio.­
tive and Heferendutl in Orecon," 63. 

270regon City Courier-~, January 6, 1899, • 5, 
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to.;othar !.n c. cold inter 1•ain. Oglo had bo= - 1il1kil1S of 

tho do~l::i uino .• hnd = o u1th · -:r;r o-f: t·.o en ios o:r tho 

Pooplo •a part:, . oclo :i s:pcc:lnJ.ly co:.cornc over tho deal 

to EIU!JJ)O:'t orool • To Ogle end tho i'q>uliatn , ..,ror,.1011 

roprooentod political plundor and corruption at its wor:it . 

But U 1Ren, like Dr . Fc.ustua, oul.d have ~,hat he T7a.'1.tod; yet 

unlike Dr , Fauotun , ho oought neither p :-aoruil c in nor 

prestige. Ogle •. okocl hie friend about t.10 ooral right to 

make deals w1 h vll politiciuna . Ut!'on 

L:l{; to sot tho initiative and rvfer d 

S';7C?- , tlI 

coots m soul . 1 111 do nothi.1lc:; :iel.fiah, d1ononoot, or 

go-

diohonorable, but ! 111 tr do off purtioo , o ices, lllo-­

or anything f or that ." Oc;le ropl1 d, "Good things aro not 

worth that pz,ico . " U1Ron rotoz,tod, 111/e can•t c.r.ooso OUI' 

human instruments ond o can't ej:iango political mothodo till 

huve nti.ssod aono 101,al tools to do it 11th. " T"no t\o -en 

quarrelled and .,artod. 

lobby at Snl It . 

mot fl(lllin ae f'1'io.n a . 26 

le unt to his far-; u •nan c:it to 

a to years later boforo the two i::.en 

Popu11r;it Chain= Frank 11111~1.s n:ncl U1Ren went to 

Sal 1 in Jarnw.17, L ,99 , to lobby . L , J , ..:,."ll.3e, r>O'l c onta­

tivc fron Clackamas, introd•tced th ~ solution 1n tho lo ror 

20stof:rcns , "IJtRen, tl La'i7 G·ivor," 1oricnn :,!lI:o.zin , 
L.XV ( • rch, 1908) , 530-37 . 
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Ilouse, tnd , R. Kelly reported it out of c=ittee for tho 

Sonnte. It wna ovor;7helln "lY .~ ood in c~c houoo , OnJ.y 

thlrtoo.n votes op,osod it in both houoas . Senator ;:lrownoll 

kept hi:i or by helping the resolution pn.oo. At one point 

ro· nell ol~od to got two votes by oxchnllG-l_ng appropriution 

vote:. for a 1101...i:l oohool for two :!.nitiativo ond ret'crand 

votes . utnon ave ovmoll credit for "moot vtluablo as-

s· ste.nc<,11 in ro ort to tho Le ,io~ fu!.£.~. 29 

Anothar ace 11 ont credit d to roforr:i ru._orts !J 

tho :pa:;s e 04 tho Loe ood Registration bill. Eduard . • 

Din&= worked t 1 ~rd.est to lobby tho rogistrution ½111 

tLU'-:>ugh, o.l.tho11gh U 1Rcn and Prank ,iilliru1s holpod l1l::1. 

After thirty days of lobbying, U1Ron ro~urnod to Ore­

gon City on :'obrunry 9 . ilo f'olt assured of oventun.l vic­

tory-; yet er lizo t t iaany who votod i'or tho resolution 

1n tho locisle.ture ,ould see!:: to doi'eo.t it in tho next le­

g1s4::uro or nt tho polls L"'l 1902. 3o 

29ThOOJ.pson, "Tho Origin of Direct Legislation in Oro­
gon,11 73; Stof'fena, "U1Ron, Th La Giver," American .•~r-n­
zino, LX\T (:larch, 1908) , '.>37; lJ ' Rc::i , "The L-ut:lntive a.na. 
'.!rei'orondum in Oregon," lh!l, Arenn,_, XXIX ( ·nrch, 1903), 275; 
~':! L sisla.tion ~ . VI7I·arch, 1099), l. 

303 lc::1 Cro.-on o, il 
• 8; 1111::u • . ;nclood e , 'i' o rcnd'\l' >.t lork," 
orld '.l'o-]2& (Chio o), II (D c or, l"10u) , 1,:7.., , tldne 

pn:l.d t J.O i'ollo,iing tribute to u 1 non: "In h.'..a <;.uLt .: y U' Ro, 
is a fighter . Thie :ill.,.':it, ,od, st luc-e.red man does not 
know hor1 to u1t . Ire is, too, posaoosod of: that instinct 
for guaging oth the pr ctical pos2ibility d th onna to 





6c 

Frao. Orocon City ho bogan an all- out eITort to apread 

the goapel of' direct legialntion eve1'jl'fhero. The secretary 

of' the Iron-Partisan Direct Lagislation Leo. e wrote ouch of 

tho litoro.turo that appoar d nround tho otato rr ~ tho law 

office he opened in April, 1899 .31 

Althou.i;h the next oleotion was more thnn a yoa:r a.way, 

the cor.rpai(lll wac gottine undenmy . U• Ron ,,rote nn article 

ctatin£; taut the recent legiolature bad dono well but tbnt a 

f:Cf'II oor la:, s .otud that would not h ve been passed 

under the imt1.:i.t1VI) ~d rof'orendUIII , llo wrote bout a tllou( 

oand letters, :o:itly to opul1ots, ureinc thOC1 to su ort ( 

tho condidatos who were up tor roolection and rho had voto«:J 

right on dir ct legislation, rogo.rdloss of po.rty .32 lie 

urged tho voters to o.coopt oandidateo bo wore 11lli!JC to 

oubmit the roposod amen ont to tho people, oven if' the 

candi<latoo personally ~,ore opposed to it ,33 

(continued) nch.iovo it , so rn.:::e 1! rei'o ors. In sho1•t, ho 
ho.o tho olitice.J. sonco . rre had nursed his ronenducnt through 
tho first lociclaturo, tradi?J6 votoa, picld.n,'.; up 1'rlonds for 
it, nlwn:yo IJl:l"lillG good-no.turod nt the b tar of' tho vocy one 
rho voted for it because they wore ooni'idont it would bo do­

i'oo.tod . 11 

310rogon City torprise, April 7, 1899, n . l; onoo, 
11 'l'he In1t1nt1vo nnd Referendum," pacific l'.onthly, XVII (t:o.y, 
19()7), ~69 . 

32Poa110 "The Initintivo and Roi'orondu:::, 11 Po.oi1'1c 
:.onthly, XVII {r.:ay, 1907), 570 . 

33~. , 568. 
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The most p01rnr.f.'u.l m,wspapor 1n the otuto bogan to 

ouuport the r.ioius= • Harvey '7. Scott, oditor 01' tho Port­

land Orogoniar., had ch£msed hie mnd =d nw ta.vorod direct 

le isl tion. 'era, capitnl.ists, nnd pol1tic1nns woro 

g1v1n lip oervice to tho resolution if not whole-he rtod 

ounport. ~ o mov ent as go.in1>1g canent , and it would bo 

politically and ccmmioroially imlisoroot to oppose it . 1!an;r 

office holders began to rea.li~e ~t tho r..ea.aure was not 

politically da.'X:orous aa they hlld once thought . Tho votor 

ould no lor.gor co~sidcr it n es a:ry to vote out of offic 

a ublic sorvnnt to overrule a. vot or an opinion on on is­

cue, nor would third parties bo neooso ry to got rei'or-=• 

Gr~ftors r.nd lobbyisto ou1.d huvo tor co the prospect of 

oubrlitting their legislative hims to the people, r.nd legio­

la.tors woulcl be freed frOUl the burd. n 01' them, 34 

Just be!'oro the g 1or11l el otion in June, U1 Ron de­

clared that he 1ould cu. ort tho Republican leg1slo.tive 

tlckot beoa.u:io of th ir strong support for th initiative 

and rcferendUlll and b oo.uae of thoir l'eoord in voti.ng for 1 t . 

Al.moat all of tho eob rs of the now lor;1slaturo ,1oro plo<lgocl 

34u•Ron, "7ht> Initintlvo and Refere.."ldUl.. i Or-.r,on, 11 

The cnn, IX ( ch, 1903), 271- 73; 01200, "The Initio.-
ttve lllld Reforendum, 11 P11cifio • onthly, XVII (_ny, 1907), 
568. 





to vote for it . 35 

Af'tor th election, U'Ron wont to South Ai'rioo. to 

settle tho estate of a relative ho ho.d rooontly llicd . lie 

r,o:it f rst to London, then to Joban.."'1. aburg . ilo in Af'rioa 

ho observed tho fighting · ong tho oro, and ho was convinced 

of the r1chtoot1sno11a of the English oauso . ,Io beliovod t mt 

the Eoglloh wore figl1ting for equal risllto nnd not for con­

quest. It was tho Boor, he believed, ho 1as violating tho 

rights of i:ien. r.i.1en ho left South Africa he went directly 

to low Orleo.na im.d o.I'rived in Orei;on on n Year •s day, 

1901 . 36 

Before leaving to lobby at the logialature, U'Ren eo­

tabliohod a la po.rtnerohip with Christian Schuobol in Or 

gon City . Schuobol shared his beliei'e 1n rofor::i ond had 

worked 1th r foI"lll 1:1ova:ient . The !l1'rllll{;<llllent with Schuobel 

permitted UtRon to be absent fr th l.D.v, ofi'ice.37 

Again 1n 1901, the 1 gislature as .Co.cod with tho 

task oi' electing a United tates senator . Tho politically 

35nuosoll Gordon Hendricks, "'.l'l.10 Effect of tho Direct 
Pr:!Jnnry Upon Senatorial Elections in Oro~on, 1900-1909," 
(J.!astor of Arts thosio, Dono.rt ent of lllstory, Univoroity 01' 
Oreion, Eu.gone, oro3on, 1951, 22 . 

36oregon City toMriso, January l~, 1901, p . >i Ore­
gon City Courier-~, Jc> ;u.c.ry le, 1901, p . 3 , 

37orcgon City Courier-~, Januar-f 4, 1901, p . 3, 





u bitioua John H, ' tchell t1aa a.;t.\1. prep 1ng the .. 0.7 for 

his oloction. Tm>U&h posed by Scott o.nd tho o:,e,;onv.-.n, 

6J 

itch 11 'l7as ;po u1nr 1th the rank and file of Ropublicnnll . 

But IUtchell ha.d op osod the initiative and rcferMdim dur­

ing tho hold-up and no tho Republican arty a.a o=.ittod 

to it . 

A rev, dnys before the legislature convened U1Ren paid 

tho sona.tori hopoi'ul a visit . nyou IIIld I have had sane 

troubles, ono.tor, 11 hogan U1 Ren . "Thnt 1 o right, U1 Rcz:., wo 

~ hac. troubles , Ilut they are all pa t . , • , ..c."y friends 

ill help you get your Referendum tliroU&'l. 11 .38 

J . C. Yo\lllg , E, 'f . Binel=, and Frank 11lli!lll1S l bbiod 

with U1Ron at tho legisla.turo. 0oorgo Brownell introduced 

tho resolution 1n the Seno.te and Kruse in tho lo.or houso . 39 

On Janua:r:, 24-, a So.l no·vspaper reported, "Tho Roi'- U1Ron-

d hao pavsed the house . 11 4D There ,.as only one dissenting 

vote 1n both houses of the logislnturo . Tho Republicans had 

Voted unruumouoly for it and wor showing oigns or continu­

ing to support progressive le5iolo.tion. Tho ·ork of tho 

3BJ3urton J . I!ondriok, ttTho Initi tive nnd Rcfororulul:t, 
and I!ow Oroi:;on Got '!:1 , 11 ·eel • ' o •. t:, .nz no, ( e.. ..!:o:nJr) , 
XXXVII (July, 1911), 24!J . 

39Dir ct Log!ulat1on ~. VIII (June, 1901), lG . 

6. 
4Dsala;;i ieokl:y Ca.n1tnl Journal, Jnnuary 24, 1901, p . 
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Pooplo I s i;.rty ro.s i'inin!1cd, a.nd .oe.foro tho lc:;ialativo oos­

oion as over the arty oi'i'lc~nll.y <lisbanded.41 

Dw.•ine; t'. e n xt onths u• on px'"ot!.c d law and 

i:indo eoches , liis ap ohcs we not only about tho initia-

tivo and rofer.:,ndu;:i but also abou tile er 1o.r . :i'ypicall.y 

J\l:loric:m, o1nco ho had been in Africa a 'few ,ontho, he n:i 

o.n authority on tho subject . Once h spoke at a bonoi'lt and 

people paid fifteen cents apiece to hoo.r hi.:a.42 
On • •ch 6, 1901, tho i'orty- two y ::..r old i•ei'on::er 

mo.rrlod. Only a few i'I'ie~ds tlild r l.tlvcs itnosced tlle mar­

riage of I.Ira . Mary Beharrol _oor oi' PortL'lild to U1 Ran . .:ho 

ceranon:y took place int hcano oi' ·1•s . U1Ren•s cousin i"l 

Portlimd. Thoro rms not =ch publicity glvon to tho mo.r­

ri~00 in the nowspnporo; indeed many misoed it nltocethor. 

Tl1oy lllD.de their h=e in Gladston, a .11 camnuni ty on tho 

outskirts of Oregon City . 43 

The fear thD.t tho people \10Uld turn dovm t1e po oacd 

QIUC!1. c!lt pr cnted t!ie roi'o ero from relaxin& their oi'forts 

during the 1902 camp 1611• Every ei'fort · n11 made to br:l.ng the 

41Hendricks, "'l'he Effect of tho Direct Prialry Upon 
S :n.atorial ~l ctions in or~gon, 1900-1')09,' 55. 

l:20regon City Courfor-~, Fobl'ULU'y' 1, 1';101, p . 7; 
;.larch 8, 1901, P• J . 

43eregon City tel")rioe, !.!arch 15, 1901, p . 2 . 





na::.os of influontial ublic lo dors r om 11 parties boforo 

tho peonlo as nupporters of direct l islation. The pooplo 

of Or o. hud never app~ov~d constitutional =en onts, o.J.­

though maJ:1Y hcd bo rojootcd . 4.4 

S'he Febian socielist editor of tho~ tce'sletion 

~• filtwoed Panoroy , cQ!lle to Orocon to cat1..H1ign . 45 . 
Both the Re ublioan and tho D ocrntic conventions endorsed 

tho lllllendmcnt . George rr. 1111~=, tho president of the Di­

rect Legislation League, a.nJ C-eorgo romell wroto the plnnk 

for tho Republican pl t1'0I".:1. U1 Ron attended both conven­

tions and opoko to tho delecatos . Finally election day o..r­

riv d, and the voto was 62, 024 to 5 , 668 in favor of the 

amondmont ,4b 

The next isauo of tho~ oxtollod U•Ron for th 

part ho played in securing tho w:iendc.ent . 13ut U1Ren in­

sisted, no ho continued to inaist throughout his life, th..~t 

he wc.s only one of llllUl3' who orkod for it and desorvod no 

~4u•Rcn, "'l'he Initia•ivo and Referendum in Oregon," 
'!.'he Arone. , x:~nc C rch, 190.3), 275; n ch•ioka, ".ca rn·t1n­
'£lvei"'!incf-Rei'orontluu1, 11 cCluro• s lleRnzine, XXXVII (July, 
1911), 218 . 

!:-Sm.rcct Lo.a,isl ia..'1 · cord, IX ( nrcl., 1902}, 3; 
.. 11:2 __ s 1lh2. !!! ~!9.!l (Chicago, ) , 9&> . 

460regon City Courior-~, A.,ril 4, 1902, P• 6; 
Astoria IIoro.ld, Mny 24-, 1902, p . l; Direct L~lslntlon Re-
0-0rd, IX {"'arch, 1902), 3; Thompson,~Or 1n of Direct 
Lo131slat1on in Oregon," 81 . 





inore credit tm.'1 others or their succosc , Even so his 

admirers m tho nationnl =v ont thoU6ht o. Pt tuo should 

be orect11d to his EE:lor !1? .,llat :us li!'o•s v,ork was dono .47 

But rei'or::t waa just bo/linnL"lS 1n O!.'egon.; and so ,aa 

U1Ren 1 s lire rt◊r:, . He had au&;estod earlier to tho l"N1dor3 

or the .~ what should be done with initiative o.nd rofer­

endU!II once it had been secured . Ile said it should be used 

es soon as ossible ecause other states were milting and 

. tchlnc; to aoe if it would ,,ot•k . He th.o'.icht that re1'0Ner11 

ould be tl .firat to use it and SUQ,osted it 11hould be used 

to secure the sincle ta::, prohibition, nnd labo1• rofor-..i , No 

do-ubt, he said, tho first lllOllSUI'OS TlouJ.d i'o.il at tho polls-­

that wns not tho point; but to uso it llould win tho confi­

donca of refomors a.'ld even conaorvntivoa . 48 

55, 
'7Diroct Legislation~. IX (S t bcr, 1902), 

48Ibid. , VIII (Doccmbor, l;iOl), 6o; .!J&!!. , IX (Sep­
t<l!llbor, l ,'02 ), 55 , 





CO" LETIUG TF'lE OREGW SYSTI::! 

The o=cr nnd aut= of 1902 must havo been ~lensnnt 

seaaono for the Or gon City refor-..!or nnd hio wifo , l!ar;r 

1T'Ron entertained vioiting rolativ o '1.Xld wor:.:od 1n the .10-

r.ien I s Club, making apeeoho:i and .rulfilling hor tanks of a 

state officer , U1Ren rao~iood lo.wand ocoasiOllillly ro-

oeivod vioits fr 

through tho oity.1 

olitioal friondo who ,ore passing 

Politically, U'Ren wno '7ithout n party . Although the 

opuliota had l' organized o.nd the Socialiato hll.d gained 

ot1•ength, ho romninod aloof from th lie believed tho.t tho 

initiative and rci'orondU?:t 1ould c.nke poaaible lcgiolation 

and rofon:i tho.t t._e pooulo rented 1thout tho effort of _ ro­

teat parties . lIOlllovo1•, ha was incl!.ned to i'avor the n ub­

licnns and to be id .t1-1ad 1th th procrooaivo mov cnt. 

iJtR 1 purpoood to UDe the initio.t:!.vo to socuro the 

olncle tnx ao soon ns posoible . t oin(;le tnxoro and poli-

t:!.cal rcforuors dioaontod :!.n the a,odiato uo 01' th no11ly 

acquired tools i'or an;:rthing uni'n.":1111.nr to the votors . u•non 

lore.;on City Courior- rrerald , June 6, 1902, p . 5; 
Sopt=ber 19, 1902, p . 3; Ootobor 10, 1902, p . 3 . 
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was rnuaded tot-= his attention to the direct na:nination 

or public officinla.2 

Ho llpent time 1n tl1e 1903 legislntu.-o lobbying !'or a 

direct primacy ln • Ai't r n bill !'nilod by n narr-0 margin 

UtRon began pro uring to cl'llllpaign 1'or n primary lnw to bo 

PllllSCd by UllO 01' the initintiv& 1n 1904. Although ho ro.s 

disnp,.,ointed 11th tho failuro of tho lci;islnture to net on 

the law, he ns 1::lprossod ~1th the oral ohuracter of the lo­

giolnture as a ,hole , ll discovered a decrease in pnid lob­

byiats over -previous sessicns, and ho heard of rower charges 

or b1'ibe17. 3 

In Juno , 1903, nn ntt nt aa de tor .organize t c 

Direct Le-;1slation League into t! o Direct Pr:ill13ry : nn.tion 

League . At rui initial ?looting hold on the thirteonth, ten­

tative plnns wore lllll.do to associate rrn =ny pr=inont people 

as possible with tho League . But in July, th efforts to or­

ganize was nbruntly halted when the Circuit District Court 

or ~ultnOl'llah County declnrod the initiative and reforondu.:l 

2James ll, Gilbert, "Single-tax ov ent 1n Oregon" 
Political Science 1unrterly ( ~cw Yo~k), XXXI ( :.:u-oh, 191 ), 
2?- o ; Lincoln Ster ons , "tJfRen, The Law Giver, 11 oricnn 
?4age.zino {l:ew York), LXV (L!nrch, J.90 ) , 537 . 

31. s. U' Ron, "The Operation or the Initintive nnd 
Rei'erond 1 , Croson," The Aronu ( ':'ronton, :: • J . ) , XXXII 
(Auguat , 1904), 128; Orogon Cit:, Courier, Pobruary 13, 
1901, p. l, 





:u:iendment unconstitutional. The Circuit Court besed its de­

cision on the unconetitutional provision that prohibited 

proaontin_~ nn amencl!r.ont ·hen' ent 1ma p di! • 'l'h.o 

Court fou.,d five lllJ'.eru:luonts were p ndine 1'r ns i'ar back .n 

1695. An additional cbarc was n~ that tho f.'.1!1en<lment con­

f'l:!.cted 1th the Unit d St tea Constitution, whlch guaran­

teed e11-ch state n 1•opubliou.n !'om of goVel'Il!Uent , 4 
U1 Ren Tins confident that tho state Suprt--10 Court 

ould uphold tho amo~dl!!ont, but declared that th peoplo 

would not accept defent i£ the ap o~l fail d . If the Su­

pram.e Court declared the ru:iendment unconstitutional ho 

pl anned to ,or fore conatitutione.J. conv tion,5 

In August , U' Ren filed a pot_tlon to he llOl'ted to 

present briefs before the Supr o Court . The petition as 

sign d by eight lawyers , ong whow ,ere S tor .,ohn H. 

itchell, Senato C .• Fulton , C. E, . Wood, Goorce ~ , -

noll, and U1 Re • In Soptei:ibor t\'i'o briefs of scve11ty Jl!\SOlil 

wero filed .6 

4u•Re. , "Th Ope ation of tho Initiative nnd F. foren­
dum in Oro ,on," ':'!10 Aroill.\, XXXII {August , 1)0!:.), J.29- 30; 
Russel l Ifondriclrs , "~'ho .i2i'i'ect of' the Dir ,ct Pt•bw.ry Unon 
Sono.torial Eleotiono !..'1 Oroeon, 1900-190911 { aster of Arto 
theoio, Deptll'tmont of History, Un:iversity of Oregon, 1951) , 
1.20 . 

5n1rcot Logi:ilution R cord {Uewark, :. J .) , X { Sop-
t~er, 'Il;o)T, 45 • - - -

6oregon City Courier , Auguot 7, 1903, p . 6; Sentaubor 
190.3, p . l ; Stefi'ono , "'1 1 Hon, The Law caver , " J\lnoi•ican i.'a~n-
E:££, L.'CV (:·uroh, 190'), 533 , -
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UIRcn and Tilluul For gllv or.~ nrgoJwonts before the 

Supremo Coui•t on December .3 . ..so Court• s ci,.;cision, · i en 

on Dec or 21, st11.tcd that ,.he.'1. ...!l £a,.enclmcnt ha<.. !l on1mco 

to be presente to t:o..o p oplo leM.s aturc i'c.:!.led 

to do o, thon tho endmont as no longer pending . The 

Court also held that tho 1nitiat1v e.nd roferondut1 did not 

violate tho principle of roprooontativ govern. ent . "Tho 

people have sb:lply reserved to tha:isolvos r. larger share of 

lo ,islative pOffer--the govor=ent is still divided into 

three parts . " Tho pur o:,os of represonto.tive govormiont 

wero to protect tho orican pooolo from "aristocratic nnd 

monarchical invasions, 11 but tho Constitution could be 

obo.nged :in nrrif way tho pooplo ohoooe , 11 110 lo11g as none of 

the so resulto 1s aooomplis!'lod . 11 Th Court continued by 

quotin{; 'ndison in 1'.h2_ Federalist: 11;,'honever tho states r.!IIY 

choose to :ru!>atitut other ::?~publican forms, they ve c. 

~ight to do so ••• T110 only r striction imposed on th 

is the.t thoy- shall not exchs.nge r ubllco.n for anti- rooubli­

cnn constitutions . " U1R n happily reported in the~: 

" o more itlpoi::•tant • • • decision • • • more ably roproeonts 

nnd. sustains tho American ideals of govo=iont . 11 7 

711 A. A. Kadderly vs City of Portland," 0ror;on n -
poJti, L.."L!V ( l90lj.), 118-&o; U1lla.'1., "~he ep.,., :; ...... nor ::-'.e 

o.tive and Ref or ndUlll in Ol•egon, 11 Tho Arena, XXXII 
(August, l90li.) , 129- .30 , - - -
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o1'ore the now yoa.r nrrlve tho uo,=t Dlroct rl ­

tlon LC!l.g"..18 

u•no~ circulated s vor l ~ropos en ents = 
bo s for their ~estions and crit1cis::is . i'tolt the ur-

gonc:r o!' orl:in.; qulckl.y order to have tho proposals 

r eady by th dondlino or Febru.!l.l'y 6, for election of June , 

1901~• Tb Lengue elect <! as p1•eeid t A. J. . ;• lls, w ,o s 

tho vlco- r sid t of tho Security Saving• and Trust Com-

p ry . de aecretar;r, and t.'1.o exocuti vc c0t::ni ttco 

ludod IIarv 7 W, Scott , John H. -1tchell , Jonathan Bourne, 

Jr ., Fra: 1111 s, c. s . Jacki,on , and c. E , S , ·ood . The 

i:::embership l i st includoC. corporation lnwycra , bankers, far­

ll:ers , :i.nd political le ders of DW2oorat , epublloan, Social­

ist , Po:pulist , and Prohi i!;io·:i p rties. The St· l;e Graneo 

or•·anizatlo:1 asked their l ocal grar1ges to o1rculato peti­

tions . c •• Jackson ' s O?> r;on J ournnl -ave whole- henrte 

support ; ar.c.,_ the Por\;l d O;:>e on1" r,1luotantly 8\1 orted t 

11bccaus it vrlll end bo:is I'Ule . 118 

6 , s . u •. on to Stop11.l?l A. Lo.-; 11 , Dccmabor 23 , 1903, 
Bourne Papers ; Portland Ore~rinn, J anuary 20 , 1904, p . o; 

y 10, 1904, . • 6; OrcGon t/7::i1tcrnriac , Jmr~ary ~2 , 1904,. 
p . l; ,,. s. u1 on , "The Im.ti tive and Referendum in Oregon, ' 
~~ (Trenton, . .. J . } , XlGX {~ch, 1903}, 272. 
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'7.1e oi•1g1r.al dro.i't of the dil•cct prir.lQI'Y law vms uTi t­

ton by U1 Ren, He ba3ed so::i.o of his 1deas on wor!r done ilt 

Ui=osota and :..a."71.and, but gn e spoo1al attention to the 

Stevens Bill in l'lisconsin, milch Govornor Robert r.a Follotto 

was prOClOti. The obj oot of the bill as to make party 

convent1oru: and co.uouoes unneoeosar:r :l..'l nomirult:ing all sto.te 

officers ond constitutionally to inuko possible direc t elec­

tion of United States sonatoro . The writing of a direct lo­

gi 4tion bill required considerable skill in law-ma.king 1n 

or~or to oirou:nvcnt tho federal constitut~onal requira.ient 

that otate logi:1lai."1ll'os eloot oonators . U1Ren ask d T'.i.a::ias 

A. !oBride to help write the final draft to insure that the 

lllllondmont 11ould bo oonstitutionul . 9 

The ingeniouo foa.turo o£ the =ond:nont t.h.ut facili ­

tated x•ect loo ti on ,n oallod Statement famibor Ono . 10 

T'ae Stat ont w s a volu..-it y plo o takon y a co.ndidate 

9Portland Orer.onien, January 20 , 1904, µ . J.4; Direc t 
Pr1:r:!n.ry I:ominntion Loaf!:Ue l:'om· ,hlct, 1904. Thens.a A. ~e 
\TG.D a Circuit Court judge and la.tor sorvod for twenty yoo.rs 
1n the Stato ~uprcmo Court . In 1930, at tho tir.to of ·c-

1de1 e death, u• Ron so.id, "Judge ·c ide • • • wo.o one of 
tho v ory strc~ost men in ousl:a.ining that oe.ourc by which 
Oregon succ oodod in side~stop-ping tho fodera.l constitution. " 
Ol:ofjOn Re orts, CXXXIII (1930 ) , x :di. 

10stnt ont Il\.tmber one road:i 111i followa: "I further 
ota.tc, to tho people of' Oregon o.o woll ns to the peoplo of 
my losiolo.tivo district , that duri?'.g rrry tor..1 of' office, I 
'17111 aLays vote for thtlt cendidnte for United tntos sona­
tor in Congress "Tho htls roooivod tho lli{,hoot ,ru:llber of the 
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to the state logislat-ure c=itting h:!l?laeli' to voto for too 

person chosen b the voter 1n the general election. Since 

co.ndidates did not veto take the pledt;o, nor could be 

lognlly bound to it if t, r,7 did ,-.. ru,-o it, tho constitu •ion 

ror;iuinod unviolatod, But the politically 11s 

wou1d h:lve to take the pledge to win. 

OW they 

In the Juno election tho prima.ry lnw won by c. vote of 

56,285 to 16 1354. The Direct Pl.•ill1ary !:a:i1nnt1on League had 

served its pm ose and passod .fr= the oceno , U1Ren now 

turned his attention to bis lavr pr ctice, ile occ!IJ!lionally 

spoke to civic groups to explain the operation or the new 

pr!mo.ry lo.v, or the ir>itio.tivo and ro.forond ll 

The 1905 legiolo.turo cuusod a row momenta o.f disccm­

.fort to the advocates o.f direct gove=ent when Georc;e Brow­

nell introduced a bill .for o. constitutionel convention. 

U1Ren suspected t. t tho motive o.f those who c.dvocntod a con­

vention wna to el:b.inate tho lllitiative and re.forondum. ~o 

pointed out that o:rr:, noceoaary chaneos in the Constitution 

could be go.1ned by use or tho 1n1tintive and ro.forondutl . 

U1Ren, 11th the aid or F , G, Ely, circulated a petition 

(cont1nuod.)peoplc1 s votes .for that position at the gonoro.1 
elcc~i next prccc ing the election nf a senator 1 on­
greas , without regard to m:y- individ 1 pre.foronce . " Tho can­
didate coul.d aleo declare he would not r iso to auo ort the 
popular choice; or ho could be n candid to and not ooz:init 
hi!lwelf . 

110recon City Coul:'!e~',. Auguat .5, 1904, P • l; October 
21, 1904, p . 4; Portland Oroconian, Sept bor l , 19olh p , 6. 
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Ol)pO!lillg ro ,loll t s bill . Tn Fobru 1 Rw. took t!,...e 

potitio to elm, h'3 <1s con!'ido:it t'h t public o inion ~;ould 

rcvent ass ge of the bill. llo w a quoted in the r.ow:Jp -

org s sn7il1,~l "The !'ltUl ho votes !'or th Bromlell bill for 

a conatitutional conve_,tfon 01.1 it stand~ now is digi;ine his 

own :i;,olitica.1 erave and gott'lng to it . 11 12 Tho Brownell 

b111 was killed .ro~I.I'toon to thirteen in the Senato. U1Ron 

p;:,opoi::ed 11 bill to change tho direct primnry lnw, ond it wne 

introduced by a mambor of: tho House 1'ro:u Olnckrunao. The 

bill provided for vot rs to be ablo to chulge registration 

01' party rcn IIIlmicipal to general. elocti no; =d it ould 

oxemot gcvorrucnt oi'fioo_ a frCJJ'.". r i;iste:::-ing l'l'.l10 rnro O.\TllY 

frau tho oountr:, . Tho oaouro passed tho House but not tho 

S-Onnte.13 

During tho o=or mont s U1 Ron mo oonce.t'nod i th trio 

.h:l.r>artant problana, Pirst, he ne dod a oonutor1al candidate 

who ould run and make StatEl!:l.ent Iiumber On tho chief issue; 

secondly, he \'llliltcd to orcnniz a now loacu.e to su~port such 

a candidate as ell as to work for roforra legislation. Ile 

12aregon City Courier, February 3, 1905, -op . 3, 5; 
O!•ogon City Ento:;:prino, Fobrua.ry 3, 190.5, p . 3. 

13nondricks, "The roct oi' tho Direct Pl.•ilnary Upon 
Songtorill.l Elections in Oroi;on, 1900-1909," Jli2, 147. Lir . 
ITendrioks 1 thoois disoussos tho political history of thio 
period 1n considerable detail. 





aos=od, thoug'.1 incol.'l'Octly, thnt Scott would support 

tho Stat ont and tllor foro asked Scot~ to ru:i for tbs Sen­

ate . Aft r Scott ro1'used, Ut Ro."'l l\::ikod .o ri o :m 'ills, 

bot;:i of 1' turnod n doaf car. U 1Ren f-t 1 7 d cl d to 
111 

support ourno ii' Bourne wou1d ngreo. ' In a. lotter to his 

siat r, Bourne relatod n conversation he bad with U1Ren in 

July . Upon ontorin{; Bourne• s of:t'ioo, U1Ren said, "Jonathan, 

I had rathor oeo you go to the Senato than arr:r other man in 

tlle State, but I lmow you onn•t make it , " Bourne proteatod 

that ho did not expect to go be.ck into politics . A fe days 

later U1Ron again called on Bourne n..~d said: "I bavo about 

concluded to ask you to run for tho United States Senato." 

Bourne replied, "That is atrange after ihe.t you told o a 

feiv do.ys ago . " ",ell, " U1Ren said, 

I have concluded that you nro the only :tum in 
t c atate ~ha.t om r.o.kc a f ght and eni'orco tho 
spirit as woll as tho lotter of tho Direct Pril:l.fu7 
k.w d l'lhil<.i I do •ot thinl: you c:m poimibl:; ho 
elected yourself, I thuik you aro ig onouf;h run 
to saorific 7ou:.':::clf fo::- n •• :1nci. le tr.:i.t yo be­
lieve in. 

After thinld.n3 it over, Bourne agreed to l'Ull but not 1th the 

poss:l.mistic conviction that he ould loso aa U1Ren had 

14Frod Lockley to Jonathon Dourno, Jr . , January JO, 
19111 uol.U'Ilo Pau i•a; tc:.cma, ~t.•nen, -""' L .. , Glv r," 
---2.ti:.~ ~lagnzine, LXV (t!QI'ch, 19(), ) , 538 . 
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su,;gostod. 1!) 

By llli - cctobor u•r. had startol to or.:;anize tho J>eo-

ple•s o r tencue to be rozp siblo fer o~vor~! .n!t~utivo 

oasuros the i'ollo111Dc Jru:c . w•r.o ,as ca 01• to artioi-

pate in then w 1:1ov ont and at the .o til;.e pi•e~ru.•e hiI -

oell' to run for tho Sen.at • II a.eked U1Ren to 0 jot do= 11 

okelcton 01' the x:inin points you would cover in an open lot­

tor addressed to eaoll voter of tho State, giviD.G mo tho 

banc1'1t of your vie o as to what the leadi!J6 quo~tions arc 

today and your conv:!.ctions on o 0 . 1116 UtRen ri,2,onded by 

tllking chv.rgo 01' Dourno• s c • sign. 

U•Ren tho t that Bourne ould not b elected sena.-

tor bocauae he would not got the ou:pport of the legislature . 

Evon 11' Dour.no was elected by the peo,)le, the legiolature 

could not be forced to voto for him . II , ' . Cake nnnouncod 

his oandidncy with th regular epublicano 1n support . 

Bourne was not ;ell Imo . 1n the etato cxce t to n i'o\1 ho 

remcr.Jb red his part in the 1897 legislative fiasco . U•Ron•s 

stratec;y as to find tho answer to the two weakncssos. 

l5!l0urne to Hy I. 3ourne, January 20, 1906, Dourno 
e.pcrs. 

16 '"go. C:.ty Cci ·•io~•, Co~o~CI' ~7 , 1905, P• 9; 
to UIT!en, 1Tovember 27, i<)o!.,, .9ourn Pa-o I's; Ilornlr!cka , 

foe ... o.r tLc Dii-· .... ct · I':'" ·m:rr/ Uuo.. OtJ ... ~4;01".lcl :slcctie, ~ 
Oregon, 1900-1909, 11 190 . 

ourno 
"The 
in 
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Fh•st, ho,, tc avcrcooo the re.ct or mm I s un opular:!.ty 

with tho , lloa.."l lea 1• ; s con , y, ho t; rn ke Bourne 

l:nomi to t..'le pccnle. 17 

Bom':le 

~ !!!,L_:i ~ wea.ltgy ~ . out uytne votes ould not i!olp tho 

c::>.ueo of' :-oforu. U1non 1miistod that; principle .:a.a of' pri­

lllO.cy 11-tporte.noe 1.n t,e election, ev n if it 1 .. oo.nt sc.c;:-if'i­

cin his co.ndidate, nut ltlOney could \fin for 3cr..L.-no if used 

to educ to tho people about Sto.t ent ,,umber One. Ii' tb.e 

people tho;:-oui:;hly understood the significance of' t!le State-

1:!ellt and vote · ouly for leglslatoro rho would take the 

pledge, no leaislo.tur" ·,ould da-o equivoco.to, As Bourne•o 

unoi'ficio.l campaign= "O', U1Ron proceeded to aoccmnllah 

tho to.a'ic. 18 

Tho f'irst stratas wno a "to cont sta::ip o~ ,ai&11 ," 

017 voter 1n tho stato received e lotter poroo!w.lly ad-

d::-oosed to his h e aud s1&nod l:>y Bourne. did not p!'O-

sent hilweli' ns a co.ndidato but diacusacd political iooucs, 

17Lute 
'll:l.g Stio ·, 111 

573 , 

oase, "Tho Initiative nr. Rcfe1•., .dum- -01•ogon1 a 
ontlD.J (r>or~l.rr,d ), XVII ('. y, ::!.~07), 

18Ibid , , Or con City CoU!'i r, Po ruary 2 , 
R )ll,1 .. j,.,!iC ... .:.::-,r:-: C ct f' t · Q Dl.!"•.;C;,. j,J,.'~ r,- U:. 
EJ.eotfon:;i in Oro,.;on, 1900-1909, 11 195, 

1906, , l; 
Sc uOI'itll 





oc<-ndc.lo, bosses, ar.d Stat ,,Jnt er Ono . otho1• lo.;torii 

ollo.10d1 Ol O of lioh C n~uin.d 0. l'll, 

r..c.iled beck to ourn, . It ro~d : 

ci. pOIJt c=d to be 

I, t:1.0 u.0 •er it;n d cit ~m oi: or con, !!C'l•eby 
plcac;e 1D:J 09.c1•od honor that I .i.J.1 not , under e:rry 
circUllll)te.nco , sian tho _1 tltion of" or :mbocribr; 
to tho abovo plodgo ls'tnta::10nt lur.lbt..r Ono- !n his 
pot~tlon for nani=t!~n. 

F'1.•mlly on •• rch 4-, 1906, oou.rno so 1t n c~rd =mmcing· llis 

ce.ndida.cy- with his -pictm· and capt on 11 0 

,ant I.o . 1 1 . " 19 

pioll of •stute-

After t!lo .a1· to oduc,t the vot·rs h::.d b 

stru>ted, U' R . turned h.i.o ottontio..'\ to t.·10 c.::.nc!idatea fo.• 

tho· state lee::. Jla.turo. rro ei t,1or s CUl'Cd t..'le pled30 of tho 

no,11inoo. in t'10 field or found others ,ho Troro 11~ to 

"tako t 10 pledge." ny U 1 Ron ce>.ndidatoa had o.__ono pl:ml: 

ple.tfor:.--they 101.tld eleot t e pooplo'11 chc-ico oo, tor . 20 

T:i.e Democrats 3onor llY endorsed tlr 

the ?.opublica.~s wore oa:i:plotely divided . 

tctomo.,t, but 

rei'u9od to 

dgn t:10 led{;e; others ngroed to si[;n modifiod ct t 1,ts 

thnt TCUld nllo;v th ll'Jljority pc. ty L"l t:, lOGiDlt-.ture to 

choose tho p oplo • s choice fro-,:a that party . - • •. C".l:e, the 

Ho dricl! , ".i'he State:: ont Htll:lhor One," 
( ,7 • v:1<:·) , a:x\'II ( , at, lt;!l), ~09 . 

p . 1. 
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roaular Ropublioans 1 choice :for senator, side-stepped the 

1osuo with a doclara.t1on in :favor of u oonatitutioro.l amond­

I!lont to nllo direct election o:f SClIUltoro, 21 

Tho political :foos o:f Bourno thot\6ht tha.t they could 

make political capital by spreading unsicnod brochures toll­

ing o:f the al.legcd scandals in ..:,ourne •s hoadquartors during 

t ho hold-up soss1on, U1Ren und others ore no.med as :fre­

quent guests at "the house of mirth," U1Ren answered the 

charge in nn open l.etter to the press, in which attention 

'll'llO 1'oeusod on the insul.t to Wnsol.f ond others who :fre­

quented the hoadql.Ul.rters. He pointed out that Reverend n. 
L. Barkley, George Ogle, Chris Schuobol, Lute Pease, Colonel 

E. Ro:for, and !Io.rvoy w. Scott had all accepted the hospital­

ity o:f tho headquarters . UrRon ini'orrod toot those woro tho 

people charged us being "blackguo.rds, pimpo, gQl'.!lbloro, gru:f­

ters, and thugo," who Olllployed disnolute T1coon "for the free 

u110 o:f tho gang," U•Ren denied the charge as being "vil1ain­

oua, oowurdly, fnlso o.nd criminul. libelous . 1122 r.ot only hll.d 

U•Ren sucoooded 1n relieving Bourne an the key porson in the 

2lnondr1cks, "Tho Effect of tho Direct Prirmry Upon 
Senatorial Electiono in Oregon, 1900-1909," 187; soo Portlond 
Oro5onian, April 15, 1906, P• 13. 





scnndlll, but he clevorl7 implicated sOllle of Bournoi s 1906 

political enomios . 

Bourne beat Cake in the primnry, 12,877 to 12; 252 . 

C 

Ile continued his post card c~aien in support of tho Stato­

oont liur:lber One . Tho Democrats mndorod 1i' tho poopl.e woul.d 

be properly oorved b7 tho aristocrat in 1nelu.ncton. In 3Up­

port of their candidate, John LI . Gonrin1 a man of the peo­

ple; tho:, aokod what 1ould happen to tho "deluded followoro 

of •• s . UIRon o.nd Cbrio Scl:ruobol 1ho largol.y ma.de it poooi­

bl.o for hil:1 to roaoh a pl.nee for wbioh ho 1o not 1n o.ny re­

opoot. • • fittod .n23 

Bourne ms sol.ected by the people with 3,121 votes 

inoro than Gearin. His victory. however, as expensive , It 

is ostiL1atod to ho.vo cost fifty thousnnd dollars,24 

Professor Jw:,.os D. Ilarnott oall.ed U'Ronts People•s 

Power League "by far tho most btportant orgnn:!.zed influence 

in direct legiolatiou,"25 In Fobruo.ry U1Ron had filed five 

initi.::l.tive moasuros in tho name of the Leaeuo . 26 ~ese 

23uendrioka, "Tho •ffoot of th Direct Prwery Upon 
Senatorial ,:;loot:!.ono in Oroe;on, 1900-1909," 208; Orocon 
City Courier, L!ay 25, 1906, P• 4. 

2¾ondric!t, "The Stat=ont Humber Ono, 11 oCl.uro• s 
tiagazine , XX.~VII (August , 1911), 511. 

25JGlllos D. Bnrnott , '.i'l.e Operation of Initiative nnd 
Roforondux:i ~ ~ in Oroeon (How Yorl-:-;-191$), 1U. --

260regon City · tel"Orise, Fobrunry 9 , 1906, p , l. 
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including a proposed law prohibit freo 1maooo on rail-

roads and four proposed anendmonta to tho constitution: 

requiring ref rondu!: to call a oonotitut1onal convention; 

giving citi s uolo po17er to amend their chortor:;, authoriz­

ing otate printers cociponaation to bo regulated by la ·1 at 

any timo, and gpocli'ying that tho 1nltiativo and roforenduc 

sl1ould a~ply to all local, special and !l!Ul1icipal lauo,27 

Tho Poo lo1 s Po1er Leo.guo measures woro passed by tho people 

in tho Juno election. 

A natural corollary to the direct pr1.ll:ary lcw -.ould 

be a cor~'Upt pr-actices act. By ?:lid-July UtRan announced bis 

concern ti.lat cc.ndidates could spend money for publicity too 

fr-ooly .28 Tho People'a Poocr Longuo secretary drafted n 

l.D.w to limit tho mnount of I:lonoy S!)ont in an election. Tho 

Orogoninn editor asked a rhotoricnl. uestion: "Will it bo 

eno.otod?" Tho vitriolic editor :m.rcaotically unsrrorod: 

or course it will . In Oreeon tho state gov­
e=ent io divided into four dopo.rt:uents-- tho exe­
cutive, judicial, legislative nnd 1:r. U1 Ron--and 
it is still an open question v.r'lich oxcrto tho lllOSt 
power . One tact ~ust bo considered in I:lakin(; OOL1-
pnri1Jone : that tho logislaturo docs not daro to ro­
poo.l tho acts of MI• . U' Ren, tho oxaoutivc hao no 
power tp veto tho::A, and thue !'nr the judiciary has 
uphold nll hio ln1s and conotitutioiltll ondmcnts. 
On the cantI•o.ry, Ur . u• Ron ho.o boldly clipped tho 
vrl.ni:;o o!' tho oxocutivc and legiolo.tivo d nrmonts, 

270r0fi0ll ~ ~• (1949-50), 2_51. 

28◊rogon City _tor~riso , July 20, 1906, p , 4. 
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and hen ho getu tit:to will doubtloan pnt somo shD.clt­
les on the supro::io court . To dnto , tho indicationn 
a:•e that tlr . U1 Ron outweighs orq one end perlmps 
o.ll tbroe of tllo other do"")art::ionto , 29 

During the s=or and full montho the U1P.cno uorked 

quietly 1n Oregon City, oxcopt for a business tr•ip to Vic­

t orin, B. C, 'o:t.7 UtRon and Father Anth.oey llillobr=d 

worl:cd on pl!L"lll to eotnblish o. library 1n tomi. R1.11:1or11 bc­

i;nn to circulate th.nt U• Ren was into osl;ed 1n I"Ul'lning f or 

the Senato :1n 1908 on tho slogan, " '1ht-.t I havo dono for the 

pl)ople or 0:::-ocon." 1>or1ous polltios nm'.11tod tho arrival of 

the new yoar .JO 

The 1907 lo(;islnturo i'nil,:,d to eno.ct o. corrupt rac­

t:!.ce law as u, Ron bnd hoped , Ho lobbied in Sc.lcn noa!'ly tho 

whole forty da.ys of the session. The legislature dispatched 

the mo.ttcr of electing a senator 1n twenty runutcs . u ino~ 

ro:;,ortod t hat the election bad neither "boodle or booze, not 

even a cigar . " Ile ~nw no Di{;ru:I o'f: corruption or bosDos. In 

oorc thnn oi8ht previous oossions he had attended ho could 

not say ns mueh . By :1.mplicntion ho lll8ant to Ito clear 

th!J.t tho initic.tivo, ro1'erondu::;:i , c.nd diroet pri.'"!l.lU7 hnd Illlldo 

29:Portlc.nd Oro,1oninn, July 17, 1906, p . 8; Barnett , 
Tho Oner tion of Initictivo end Reforendui:i and Reco.11 in 
Oroi;on, rt. - -- -- --- -

300rcc;on City Courier, A 1gnst 31, 1906, p • .5; Orei:;on 
City Entornriso , August 31, 1906 , p . 0; Soptecllor 21, 1906 , 
P• l. 
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it possible . As for tho r· !11.C:'o to OO!TU?t pruct!coa 

blll, the Poople•a Poor tongue .ould prosent tho votero an 

o , ortunity to asa o o in June . 31 

Pollowinc t:10 lac;isl.Ative s ssio:: O:t-oc;on we.3 v isitod 

by Linool...,_ st r1·onn . II , .s \r.dting a so les of i1.rt1oles 

===~ :·n,;,-.zino 1n wh:tc· ho discu11sed .!'r::-.ud, po­

litic,.l cnrruption ruld bosses . Also ho pointed out a por­

so~1 in ee.ch rccion who ·c.11 ·,ctively c orn!>atl.ng the ovils in 

cov rnnont . J:e had to-J.ro<l .frC!?l !fe:, Yor· to California and 

stoppod at v=ious _l.aoos to investigt'.t tho polit;!.oal 

,oalth o::' the nroc.. Ile hccsr o intercstod 1n the 1:lortlmeot 

bl-lcnuoe of the :Ie.ywood trial in J3oise nnd. the a.J.loc;od ..:1t­

ohcll-•'.lJ.ton 1.and fr!ludo 1n Oror;on. But h3 nlso wnntod to 

see ,ill U1 Rcn. !Io first hoard or U' Rc. frao the ndvocateo 

or direct lsc:tsl!!.t!on :!.n Rhode Isl~. Lntor he cliscove:::-ed 

- o.noisoo he fom1d tllat u1nen h.a.d clr" tod e. ~ro.•t ol' t: e San 

Pranc'scan chn.rtor th~t i.~oluded tho :::-er~r ru.~ .32 

For o. week Steri'o:-111 atto.,dod b=,uota and dL"Ulm~s , 

3101.•ecan City tor;,rioe , Fobrunry 8, 1900, p . 2; 
Ox-eson City ca,ll'icr, L"o.rch 1, 1907, "' • 1 . 

32Portlund Orcr-ci: Jcurr.nl, !.!=ch 13, 1907 , p . 7 l 
I!nrch 20 , 1907, p .~effons, 11U1 Ren, 'l'he Le.'7 Givor, 11 

ft.l:ICrican l!c.g zino, I.XV (1i:ix-ch, 1908), 527- 28 . 
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mcdo epoochos, so.ve interviews, and asked questions about 

political condit1ons,33 In tho m1clllt o!: his bucy ccho<l.ulo 

Stefferui spent a f(!Nl hou:!"s at tho home or U1Ron. He do­

soribod th hcne as bei?)g "a ~ 11 cottage on n point ot: 

land t.11.o.t looks up the Willa1:1otto River to the fro.nous Falls , 11 

'l'he floor was oovorod by a ra::; carpet made by :.!ury U' Ron, 34-

liere Steffens and UtRen discussed Orogon politico and tho 

effects of reform lecislation in tho atate , Stoffona in­

tarro13atod U1Ron a.bout his personal lli'o aa well as hia pub­

lic life for = essay in t e . e iotm .ar;nzine . A.fto1• tho 

dinouosion, L:ary U•Rcn aorvod din11 r bct:oro Jtei'f'ons returnod 

to -ortland, But the writor vb.an foo:iev lt had singled out 

o.o being a uckraker wno highly improsaod with the quiet , 

soft- spoken "country la\7Yor." In spoo.ki.."lS of UtRon to the 

nows roportora, he so.id , "I•ve soon all sorts of rofol'!l1ors, 

but ho is o. now ono to mo , I ho.ve novor met a .n liko hm, 

If tho country generally lm of him am1 his 10rk, ho t10uld 

be a conspiciou.a figure, and he I s likely to bocOlllo ouoh, 1135 

And Steffona , tho editor, would lllUl:o it 00t:1e true , 

33portland Oregon Journc.l, llo.rch 13, 1907, p , 7, 

34orcgon City torprine , i..c.roh 16, l il()7, p . l; tef­
fon:i, 111:'1 Ron, 'l'ho Le: Giver," Ju;ierico.n :. ea~ine, LXV (!·aroh, 
1903), 539 , Stoffona refers to 1,1nry U1Ren no a. "llc 1 England 
m:u,.n, 11 TM s 111 incorrect; eho was born in Indillna and 
movod to Oregon. 

350roc;o11 City Entorpriee, Lfo.roh 16, 1907, P • l. 
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Tho dcy follov1ng Stofi'ens 1o visit , U•Ren spoko at 

tho opon:Lng of a no,1 Graneo hnll 1~ ·iiwnukoo . In o. ton­

mimlte &pooch ho urscd t.'1e f=crs to :::.rticipnte moro ac­

t1voly 1n scc1.t!'in8 rofor. loglelution, J . D. Stovon:, nnd 

?.:re, Seth Lo~ellirlg were pros"-..~t to hurl invectives at hm• 

ruJ he spoko . In u· it1on to th in!lults ho 7 s "throatmicd 

111 th rot ton ogcs . " Ut Roll i;;norod • o • LC11olli!!S, ae tho 

audience hi::sod her, but ho silonood tho Socialist Stovons 

"with sane ell-chosen sarca=. " As U1 on loft tho hall 

Stevens followed to caut nore abusive rac-.o.rks , 36 

Those ti,o oonsooutive d.~ys 1n U•Ren•a life prosont a 

picture or oontrast. On the fi1'teonth, Stoff'onc saw n soft­

spoken idealiet, quietly living in a humbl h=o; but on 

tho oixteonth, UIRon Till.a tho fire-eating, practical, h,nrd 

bonded rofor.;,ier , tlixing in rough and tu!:lble polit1oo . 

For the no7.t several nontlw U1Ron was plagued TTith 

the ta:ipto.t!on to run for t!10 Sano.to in 1908. In clis­

cuos:1.ng tho prospect with with Young in April, ho said that 

ho believed tho.ta cm:rpairm ouJ.d coot 0.3 i:..-uch ao Bourno•s 

and that he did not think he could win on his inocano oJ: 

1000.37 

36Ib1d., L!arch 22, 1907, !>P• l, 2. 

37Young to l3ourne , April 29, 1907; Bourno Pn,porsJ 
Steffona, "U 1 Ren, tho Lo.\7 Givor, 11 Al::!01•ic;ui z:w;az1no, LXV 





A i::iauth l!>.tcr, .i!o cvci•, :'.:oung 1•oportod to Ser>.ator 

BoUl'no tlw.t UtRon vms atill tnlldnc of' co1ne to the 1i,tited 

Stutes 01w.to. 38 Yotul{; t riod to diacour !.ge him bocnuso ho 

believed ho conld not l'lill end it voul<l be 11 dionotrouo to 

hia honlth, hi.a ocl:et, h1s cru,• or, his nlr ad:, secured 

fw:ie, end to his in.!'h1onoo, 1139 
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Tj 1Ron was in San Franc:tnco dur:tne July to hovo n con­

ferouoo with Frnnc!s J . lionoy. llcno7 hnd oucces:;rully O."t­

posed John liitohe11 1 s purt L"l tho lnnd frauds and now poin­

ted nn ncoUBin~ i'in,:;er at Sonntor Pulton on a om:Uar chnrgo. 

Fulton wao 1.\p i'or reelection in 1908, but 1f U'Ile.. ould 

oppose hin, Honey would c<r.e to Oregon to cru:ipnicn i'or UtRon; 

moroovo1·, Young thoueht that Lincoln Jtoi'i'eno and Robert Ln 

F'ollctto w.ght oa::.e to Oro3on on u1nm1111 boha.11' )l-D 

U1Ren worlted tlwoughout tho s o~ on t"l?o menauroo 

to runond the direct r:!.mnry la rcgt:>~•dinG Stat~~ont !lutlbor 

Ono ru'1d oor!'U!>t prltotioos , The O::>er:;onit'.n and other oppo­

nents o1.' Stat (;nt lw.!Jor One ho.d lllisconstrued tho Statoment 

(Continuod.) (L!o.rch, l)O(l), 539, John C. Young as an­
ployod by Senator Bourne aa his Portland aocratery, 

!M,g,; 

38young to nou.-.io, y 24-, 1907, ourn Ptr;>ora. 

39young to Bourne, Jnly 12, 1907, lM:.!!• 
Lµ>,f.OUI)f; to Dourno, July 26, 1907, ill£; 
Oregon C:!.ty EntorpI'ise, Septonbor o , p , 

J'uly 30, 1907, 
4. 
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to moan that I:'. :.9G1sli: tor could vo;;o ..:'o:.• t; popuJ.c.r c'.10foe 

vi thin hie pl'...;:,ty . U1 .,:m p:•opoacd to ro-3'..ilm.i t Stu t=.~t 

Hu::ilio::> One :!.n J'unc , l.<)08, eai;nbliohing t:1e lilt-; a.a an 1n-

3truct1on to tile lor;i:.illlto::-s '.;o ol.oct tho p oplolg choice. 

He oa;:oo1'u,l:cy worded tho inotruction to mnke tl10 pl.edge vol­

untary, thua koop:tr-e it conatitutiono.l. , 41 

1,.1,. 
· .:ri:.11,, ,c., :Jo\l.l"Xle, Juno l.9, 1907, Bolll':le Paper3; 

Oregon City · torprioe, September 13, l.907, p , l.. 





OHAPTER V 

STAT • IT HU!!BEB OllE 

Tho winter and spring a£ 1908 wa:, a crucinl period 

for Stnt ont ~"U!:lbor Ono. '.!!h e.nti-Stnt ent Ropublicnn:, 

1ore attanpting to rule out the Statement as pnrt of the 

prinuu7 law by declaring it only an nddo<l ouggestion und not 

actually a true pc.rt 01' the law. They argued t t cand!­

dat s !'or the stttte legislc.ture i ould not be oxpectod to 

eign the pledge or be held to vot for a unitod Stntos sena­

tor of e.nothcr p11.rty. Ii' this cone t became accepted by 

tho voters, popular choice of senators would bcco::e meani~­

less under th pr:ll::mry law and party ll'.IIJ.Chinos would d n.nto 

the legislatur 

The popularity of Senator Jonathan Dourne, Jr., with 

the voters 1n tho election of 1906 had forced the lociala­

ture to elect him in spite of his unpopularity with tho He-

publican party leaders. en mor d1stasto!'ul to anti-State-

mcnt Republicans wns tho prospect of being forced to elect n 

Democratic senator, The popular Democratic governor, George 

E. C:-...c!'.lberla1n, was a likely candide.te for t e United States 

Sell!lte, and 11' Statement :r.'u:nber one ns not repudiated by 

the Republicans, he probably would be elected by a Republi­

can legislature. 





Since tho Republlcnnt1 were oxpoctod to 171n n major­

ity or the lecislative eonts in the genore.l election in 
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Juno, the anti-Statet..ent faction ;ould seek to control the 

primary election 1n April. 1'1h1lo the advocatoo of Statooent 

Number One needed to win a majority of the stato to continue 

tho effectiveness of the plodgo , it was or equal importance 

for thorn to nominate a= for tho Uil1ted States Sonata who 

;ould abide by the pledge if he we.o dofoo.ted 1n tho June 

election. The incur.ibont senator, Charles w. Fulton, ,mo '!Jlls 

seeking roolootion, hnd declared h.11?!soli' opposed to Stato-

1:!0nt Humber One. Late in J!Ultlll.I7, n. . Cake an."louncod his 

candidacy to run against Fulton and he acrood to nocout tho 

conditions or Statwont Uumbor Ono. 

Uhtil Oako doolarod his 1ntentiono of oeoldng tho 

nanination, rumors persisted that U1Ron would bocone o. can­

didate. Sh.ortly ni'tor Ce.kola announcement, U' Ren said tbnt 

,ho \'lould like the job but that ho was too busy working fol' 

People•o Po or League meaeures to provide more direct gov­

ernment. 11 I , ant to sho the voters of Oregon thnt they may 

oafoly trust thomsolves with po or. 111 U1Ron •:i statomont led 

an editor to quip, "and then it 1s to be rOlllcmberod that 

1Portland Orer;oni~Jl, Jll!lUacy 27, 1908, p . 3; Oregon 
City Enteroriso, J!l.lll.Ul.I'1 31, 1900, p. l. 
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I.Ir. UtRen ••• runs o. good sized legislatul:'o of his o=."2 

T11e Pe0ple 1s Power League wo.s sponooring four initic.­

tive measures to bo placed before the voters in Juno. These 

measures wero bettor knomi as "U1Renmoo.sures" since he 

wrote them, did moat of the apeaking for th , and .filed tho 

petitions in Salem after seourin3 Ill.Oro thnn the necessnI7 

number of signers.3 As aecretacy of the People's Power Lea­

gue, u•Ren submitted tho ceasures to the press on Janunry 12, 

1908. Two were initiative amen onts to the state Constitu­

tion, one calling for a "special election to dioch-'.ll'Ge e 

public o.fficer, who io .faithleso, dilatory, corrupt or un­

popula.r" and the other granting 11po.rt1eo nnd political or­

ganizations roprosontation in la·, raal.dne; bodies in propor­

tion to their voting strenc;th. 11 There were two other mea.­

suroa of an initiative atatuto nature . on ,o.o "to in­

struct mEl!l1bors cf ffel!if Legislature to vote for the' coplo•o 

choice' for United Sto.tes Senator" and tbe second, "to pre­

vent corrupt pract1003 a: 1 limit cronpaign expenoes of can­

didates in electiona. 114 U'Ren declared at the time that 

20regon City Courier, January 31, 1908, p . 1. 

30rcgon City terprise, Janua17 31, p . 5. 
4-Portland Oregoninn, Jnnuo.:ry 12, 1900, p . 10; Paul 

~oma.s Culbo tson, 11 A ,U.sto:ry of the Initiative o.nd Refcren­
duo in Oregon" (PhD. thesis, Depart.lent of !!istory, Un1vor­
aity of Orec;on, Eugene, Orogon, 194!), 97. 
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1:f' tho ..!llondl'lent:J woro cnrri d in Ju.no, his "ln.wg:!.viil{; \rtll 

cease ao f'o:r as the Conat1tution is concerned . And should 

hio two atntutocy eo.sures be adopted, also, hlo la=a.king 

objects will ho.Yo been tta:i.neu, rcr a time et 1.east,"5 

In the meantime, Senator Bou..-ne \'fllS givtm patro:uige 

r1v1locros by eo1dent Theodore Roosevelt . Bourne appoin­

ted U1Re11 1 s law partner, Chr1st11Ul ohuebo1, dlutrict attor­

ru:ry-. In tlllking this o.ppoint::tent, Bourne broke en aareEl!lent 

·1th his Oregon collenguoo in o.shinston to consult them 

about any federal ap o1ntment:i in orocon. 6 The appo1nt::J.ont 

of U•H.e::1 1 pe....-..tner was considered a ,e.yment i'or supuorting 

u.rne into 190& eloction,7 Indee, U•Ron•s ef'f'orts 1n 

Clackru:ui.a County alone may have made poosible Bou...-ne• vic­

tory in the prmar:,. 8 llthoueh Roo:10velt wan ;1111ng to 

sunport Bourne, presaure i'ror.i o. critical p~oas iind o_ osi­

tion from the ot..~er members of the Oreson delegatlcn force 

BoUl--ne to accept a comp!'Olllise candidate. i'he unhnn,y editor 

5Portlt1:-id Or r,onio.n, Je.uuaz-y J.2, 1903, p. 10 , 

6!bid. , JllDULU7 16, 1908, P • l. 

7portland Oro"':On Journal , Jonuary 7 1903, p. 1 , ll ; 
Oroi:;on City Courier,"::tanuo.ry lO, 1908, p . 4,; Portland~­
~ . Ja.nue.....,- 13, 1908, p , 6; Jon::r.than Bou.-ne, Jr , t o 
~ A, 'cDrido, Auguot 14, 1907, Dourno Papers. "Por­
sollll.lly, as you must !moo, I !'eel cxtromoly friendly to 
both Schue':>ol end U1Hon. 11 

80rocon City- Courier, J s.nua.ry 10, 1908, P • 4, 
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of tho Orer:oninn wanted lir . U1Ren and lil:;:>. Bou.ma to knmv 

that tha:7 and the1~ flll:lil1es we?>e n:,t the uwllole thine." In 

continuing th nttack, tlio editor ccuaed U' Ren and Bt>urne 

of considerir.i.g themselves tho "01•1i::;:ln:il 1P.tenteoa a."ld olo 

prO"Jriotorn" o:r tho initiative, refer ei: , ;prme...-y law nnd 

3t tat1ont l!uml:>er One . 9 

It seemed to U' en that anti- Stat ont Ro:::,ublioans , 

including Jlnrvoy VT . Scott , ·1ere sucoossf'ully underminin6 the 

po ul.11.:.- a. e .l or Stat =t , • or one and oven the 1n1tic­

tivo and ref ro."ld 

as quoted ao sa:,ing, "Tho :l.nitintiv nnd refcrCilQ.'llr.l ••• 

is irid ocent hum~ug," and "~he f:lshero and choppers and 

plo\71.lon of Or gon wil.l take ad y oxt Juno and try ~oil' 

hands at la ,lllaL::lng • nl O In notin8 that tlle People' o Pou r 

League was iucreae:t.n.; ito of~orta to t tho tide of anti-

6tat<Jl.ilcnt forces , tbe editor called to tho readers • atten­

tion that"' . U•R is ractioally tho •whol thing' in the 

League . nil I.!rs . Clara al do, gl'"and loot-urer of tho State 

Orengo, st ped the etate against StatOlllent liU111bo1• Ono . She 

oondenned U' Ron publicly "denied that h o is tho father 

9Portland Ore1,onlon, J..nuar:, 13, 1900 , p . 13. 

l Oibid., Februo.ry JJ.1., 19Q8 , p . 8 . 

11Ib i d ., February 16 , l 9Q8 , P • 9, 





01' the initiative o.nd rei'erondum. 11 She admitted, howover, 

ho i:di;ht be its atop-i'ather . 12 
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y the r.iiddle or ~obruary, U•Ren had orgnnizod an 

activo cru:rpaien. A score or spoakors ore enlisted in every 

county; a lotter 11I'itins procram wna started; and U•Ren 

chnllengod several opponents or the Statement to dobato. 13 

A U1Ren debate ias a popular attraction around Portland . 

The South Portland Ropublicano provided a hall for rr.any or 

tho debates . o. L. Price, o. lo. er and close !'riend 01' 

U1 Ron, roms:iber d him as an effective debater . "It was sel­

da:i that anyone could make him enc:r:r. lie w1u1 c. ccopotent 

debater who nl ro.ys know just 1hat ho anted to oay. Ile ion 

ll'.ax:cy" followers by his oarnoetness and einoerity;,,14 

To U•Ren tho silence or n. ' . Co.l{e on statement .illl:1-

ber One tao not Golden. Indeed Cako 1 s lack or r.ords spoke 

loudly for the anti-Stntomcnt cause. U•Ron telephoned hiI:l 

urging him to make n fight for the pril:lary law, but Coke 

continued to 1•ama1n silent . Finally, U1Ron 1-:ont to :iee him 

personally, !lild Cake so.id that ho ffllS doi."' considerable 1n 

l20i'ocon City Enterprise, Fobruacy 14, 1908, p . 8 . 

l3Portlund Orecr Joui•nal, Feb1'UD.ry 12, 1908, p . 2; 
FebI'Ullt'y 22, 1900, p. ; ·ortlnnd Oror;onian, F brunry 17, 
1908, P• l.4. 

111-:rntervie 1th o. L. Price, October 21, 1955. 
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tho way 01' correspondenco . 15 U1Ron conoidered letter ~it­

ing hardl.y tho way for a otrong advocate of Statement ?lumber 

Ono to C:llllpaign against the daily attacks of the Ororoninn 

and the speeches of those he conoidered mo.chll'lo politicians. 

On Fobruncy 24, U1 Ron !lII!louncod his i:l tention of en­

torinB the race for the 'United States Ser..!!.to. Ile oaid thc.t 

he had eleven htmdred dollars in his purse to finance his 

campnign. Ile , ould 1'1ght for Stntamont lTuniber one o.nd the 

People's Po11er League monsuros . Cako hnd not been aggreo­

sive in ounporting thc:ie moaouroo, a.nd in tl c 17ordo of uiRen, 

"Since Je.=ry 30 laot Ui• . Cake has not opened his :ciouth to 

opoak n uord in bcJio.11' of tho cl ct n of United States Sena­

tors by tho pooplo,n16 As for Scnntor Charles 'I . Fulton, ho 

was uni'riondly to Statement UUl:lbor One and allied ;1th the 

St!Uldnrd Oil Company. 17 U1Ren nlso entered tho ruco because 

neither Fulton nor Cake ras actively supportinB Roooevolt in 

his fight against Standard Oil and other monopolies , Roooo­

volt should also be urged to run i'o1• a second oloctivo tem.18 

l5portland Oregon.inn, February 25, 1908, p , 1. 

16roid, 

l7Ibid., n . 6. 

lBportland Oro~on Journal, February 20, 1908, • 3, 
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Senator Bou.me quickly denied thl:tt U•Ren \W.s "his 

carulidato, 11 but said 11he baa dono more for our otate than orry 

other twenty men in it to elevate its elitical nnd log1sla­

t1ve tono . 11 Bourne, cono1der1ng hi:> position <Ebo.rroo3:lng, 

dec1dod not to openly be.ck o. candidate for na:iin:ltion. An 

ef'i'ort wo.s =de by hio Portland staff, hor,evor, to persuade 

Ca.1:o to withd!aw 1n ravor of U1Ron. 19 

Uany of U1Ronts friendo who favored the candidacy of 

Cake, 1.'rm;ned on U1Ren1 s decision to run. Lo!'t- ing votero 

would probably havo i'avorod Cake 1n preference to Fulton, 

but now socialists, single-ta.xers, and labor would probably 

vote for U•Ren . 3C87le con::iiderod t t U'Ren tms I'Uilll1ng for 

office because of a principle llild ias thereby sacrificing 

his political future . T11e Oregon City terprise declared, 

"If ::iuch io the co.oo he is one= in a thousnnd. 1120 

U' Ren began a tour or spooch-.tlllld.ng nnd debates . on 

February 26 , he . s in Canby declaring tho fight to be be-

t.,oen tho people and oone;r interests . o accused iru:'17 oy t . 

Scott or o1'1'oring urne ~5, 000 if Bourne Vlou1d support lum 

for the United States Sennte back in 1903 .21 

1908 
19~ •• p . 7; J . II. Arneson to Bourne, Februar,r z:J, 

200rogon City I::nterpr1oe, February 28 , 19()8, p . 4. 
21nourne to Ila1'Vey J. Scott, L!a.roh 8 , 1906; July .3, 

1908. 'l'hoso lottoro , er.tong othors, show the Scott-Bourne deal 
char•;e vms truo. 





The Ore,;onion retaliated by printins accounts or 

U1Ron• a Private life th:lt would place h:1u in an unf'avorable 

light . State Senator T. B. Kay discovered 11 id= cGrnth 

who, 1n 1893, h:ld h!ld _500 111 d to her huoband . UtRon 

signed 11 joint note with two t:riando as an nccaor.:odation. 

Tho note was loi't un'>ll1d ror oovera.1 yearo . The Orer;onlo.n, 

eoncludi.'18 that U1Ron orred hor 1,400 , succested ho ohould 

uae the 1, 100 c!ll:lpaic;n !'und to p'ly it , u •non c.dl:rl.tted tbat 

ho oignod the oote but said t the nev r received any of 

the Doney . I!e had civon the l!ldy 300 or his own oonoy 

leoo lo.wyer•a fe o. 22 A few dn::70 later U1 en•o past aa 

aeain lool=ed into by tho Oror;oninn. Lira . Sophronia v. Lo­

'7olling, wife of: U•Ren's old partne.•, -,eth Lm:elling, told 

tho Ore~onlan that U1Ren had bTI>notizod her husband 1n 1392, 

took over tho t:ruit rnr..:1 , put aovo al mortcagoa on it, and 

loft the cote.to financially ruined . ., ie said u1non cla:llllcd 

to be under the control of her dead aonta spirit . U•Ren, 

she charged, s posing a.a a trance .edl of tho a_irltue.1-

1st faith. Sh concluded her biographical sketch of U1Ren 

by c.ocuain[; him of tllking all the credit for tho auoccoa of 

the initi tivo and .•ofcrondtlr.1. . gain U1Ren was forced to 

defend his roryutfation conoorni.")8 evonto tl t had occu.."""Tod 

22 >ortland Orer;oninn, Pob1•,tary 28, 1908, p . 6; Feb­
ruary 29 , p . 8 . 





fifteen yee.ro oo.rlior. Lato in 1891 he ho.d e;one to live 

with tho LEr.:ollings and boce:me o. paI'tnoI' at tho:!.r invita­

tion. ,lthough ho t no ?:lone;; into thoir fruit !'run, ho 

wo.s a ono-thlrd pnrtncr. . t tl1.o tLo ho bye • c partner, 

the buci:!.neos hnd e.n indcbtodnooll or fiVe to si.x thousand 
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dollilrs . ho."l th doprosoion occurred, fruit oo.les roll orr 

o.nd U1Ron :a."ltod to lo vo tho business. 11JJut !.:r . and ' s. 

L=ollin(; would not consent to r:iy wi thdro: n1," ho rehted. 

"I s re(Illirod to remain in the business, ,rhich was conduc­

ted to tho boot of -;;ry billty. ::: ho.v never cL~i: ad err:, 

credit !'o. aecuri .. th L'litin.tivo and Refo~•ond=. It 1111 

C ~o f. othors . "23 

'1'110 Creco!lia:,,.ta atto.c~s on U1B n ere personal o.s 

1•011 a political. T"ne editor tllo~t it I o •nen 'bo rod 
tolcl Lincoln Stei'fcns of Scott I o o fe:;_-, oi' ;25, 000 to urno 

for- support in obtainin6 11 erw.te soc.t. Stoi':.'.' no 1 d ox-

pooed the affair to the orld in an article featuring U'Ren 24 

23f!?1!!., !.larch 9, 1908, p . 4. Tl1e oro~ninn ,as the 
only lll!1jor mewopapor to lllllke political co.pita out of tl1oso 
events in U1, :11 s 11.i'e. U1Rcn. ns often ~eing cnrico.turod 
in cartoons by tho Or r;oninn. 

24-r.incoln Sto.f ons, "U'Ran The Lo.17 Giver, 11 American 
'nco.zine (.10, York) m (liarch, 1906), 527-40; YoUDg to 

Bourno , July 3, 1908, JOU..."'Ile Payers . U1Ren profeoaed ig­
noranco of hem or hero Steffens got his info • tion. Ile 
thoueht thnt tilliam Ladd r:w..y have furnillhed it to tho .Q!:.2-
62!! Journnl and that the editor gavo it to Stei'i'ens . 





in tho !:Urch, 1908 number o .. the 

Oroc;onian was outracod , l<r.'I could e. "londiJ:lG moral forco 

1n Orer:on" bo accused of bi•foery? oaidoo, U1Rcn uo n 

"scound1•ol," "roQJ.o," "doi:w.r;ocuo," and 'n re ln.r mncc1•-on 

of Oregon pol~tios, 1125 

U1 on .o.o having difficult:, .finding :t1an ,!lo oro 

uilline to debate Stut cnt 1/unbor one with hllll; John .,.. ; to­

gnn and T, F . Ford:!...'){; reluctantly agreed to do ao on the 

ovonir,G of •_larch 6 . ILch sr,e 'cer talked for e.bout to11 l!!ln­

utos to becin tho debato . Fo!'dil:Js said that he hadn't do­

bate<l ton yoru.•o end ocordinc to the Orocon JoUI'll",, he 

provod it . 11 In referring to "r:i;:r fr.:.cnd ::Inrvoy" /jJcotif , 

Ui on oaid, 11Th.01•e hns never• been a. t· e won ho has not 

boon rii,:it, s01:10tbe . " '.:'°!lero 1ao t1ch lauchtor . "Ire 

1•ic;.'1.t on Statca:i.ent r.u::0or Ono t-.,o yours tl[;O , " "Ii' tho vli-

to .. •s do not lmow one, 1 to vote for united ,nu-~o:J .,a. tor:i 

thoy do not l:no, onouch to c113t their balloto for consto.blo . 11 

_fo uri:;uod t.1-uit tho o_;;,pononto of tho Stu;;onont ,ore g:t•indine 

a..~oo . Ile rui'errod to tho 1890 1 s as having logioluturo:i of 

"boo:o, boodle, bribery, und co1•PUption. 1126 Tho speooh as 

intorru::,tod 1!lon o ,~eono in tile audio o spilled bottle 

25portland Ol•o~onian, i!aroh 7, 1908, p . 0 . 

26Ibid . , I.arch 6, 1900, :P• 12; Portland Orocon Journc.l, 
lJaroh 6, I9lfil, P . 4, 
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or eu.li"erettod hydrogen . Q;uickly tho lull we.a vacated by 

all rosent .1ncludinr:; u•ncn. The ore5on Journal wanted to 

l:now "who uncorked the bottle thut co1'kod tho argur.:iento of 

, s , U1Ren"; the Or conU\ll rcpo:::-tod1 "U' Ren ,c.o juat nbrut 

to i'iro his bi ·cot oms when sa:ieone pu1led the corl~, n27 

The Oro~on1an1 s persiotont nttncks on U1Rcn's per-

sonnl Ui'o i'ino.lly lend h tor ly , Ile bolicvod that 

wcott ao nttnckins hi:: bcoauoo of tho Bourne- Scott ~ooo . 

Ile ondorod wh;;. cott d.1dn1 t ouc th A.erionn !."aro.zine 1f 

it nsn•t true . Scott remind d hir.l of "the Irish:llnn h.o 

·rhon cnllcd up01 b:, the court to plead euilty or not c;uilty , 

oaid, 1!.o. can I tell 11 ·.1 to plond your honor until ai'tor I 

hnve hee.rd the ovidenoo . 1 " U1Ron admitted ho ,as a opir1-

tuolist but could not understand a::, religion 10.s n politi­

cal iosuo, A:i for L!r . L ell· • 1f ho w1u1 "hypnotized for 

five yem•s it is tho longo:it stretch of :,Pl'.).otia:.:i on ro­

cord. 11213 

m orto.nt factor cauoln(; U•Ren to beco ea c.indi-

dnto fo-::- the Scnnt as Cake's lack oi' zeal ~or Statement 

lh:11:lbor One . nut Cal:e ,a.s not .in unti-Stntcr.iont onndidnto. 

Indeed, if he · s to dofont Senator Fulton ho bo.d to hc.vo 

27portlnnd O!'e.,onian, lnrch 6, 1906, p . 12; Portland 
Qregon Jo=.l, ?.!nroh 0, 1908 , p . 4. 

28Portland oroe;on Journal, larch 9, 1908, p . 6 . 
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the support or Statement Number One Republioans . But with 

U!Ren running, pro-Statement votes would be divided, Ap­

parently Cake did sOllle soul-searching to aee where he may 

ho.vo made a mistake. It is also possible tbnt ho deliber­

ately was waitll'.18 until lnter to ?:lllke a strong fight ror the 

StatEllllent. However this may be, one week after U'Ren•s nn­

nouncod oandidacy, Cake presented his plat.fom in which he 

strongly aupportod the primary law with State:nont r.'llll1ber 

One, and rnvorod Theodore Roosevelt for namino.tion in the 

SUill!lor convention ,29 A few days later U'Ren suggested to 

Cake that they both withdraw a.a candido.teo and .find another 

strong candidate ho would represent their views. Ii' Cake 

would name two people, U'Ron would nru:ne two people and the 

four 1ould find a fifth person to make a committee of five 

to name a proper candidate, Cako immediately nnd rcopoct­

fully rejected the offor,3° 

On Llaroh 12 U1Ren 1ithdrew from the Senate race, He 

realized that 11' he r=inod a candidate tho Statement !fum­

bor Ono votes would b divided, FurtheI'lllOre, ho 17113 satis-

29Portland Oregonian, March J., 1908, p, 10; Russell G. 
Hendricks, "Election of Senator Chamberlain, 11 °ti13on His to-
~ Quarterly (Portlo.nd), LIII (June, 1952), , --

30Portland Oreii:onie.n, arch l~, 1900, p , 6; Portland 
Oregon Journal, Ilaroh7i-, 1908, p . 5. 





lOl 

fled with Cako•s platform.31 u•Ren thoue;ht that Scott and 

others had "unduly alarmed him" a fcr.r weeks earlier, but now 

Scott realized that Fulton eouJ.d not win. Scott was tl0\7 

working "to elect ao lll8JlY' embera of tho legislature as pos­

sible, 'Ullplodged, or with s=e equivocal promiae.n32 Still 

amo.rt:!.ng f'r the Oregonian' 11 personnl attacks, U•Ron said, 

"the deal Scott made rlth Bourne was not uncan:non in the old 

dcys when the Senate seat w re up for oale 1n the state Le­

gislaturo."33 The editor of the Orogon City Couri r, who 

often took editorial slaps at U•Ron, now openly adl!lircd him, 

ApparcntJ.y- it wno U1Ren1 s s1.ng1c- tax notivitieo that dis­

ploaaod the editor. For U1Rcn to withdraw fr the Senato 

rnce improssod tho editor with U•Ren1s devotion to his 

cause. Tho editor wrote, "?io one realized '1'1hat 11 bitter 

fight is being made against the people'o right to eloot 

United states Senntors u.>itil !Jr . U•Ron dre their i'ire. 11 .34 

3~egon City Enterpriae, Unrch 13, 19o8, p . 1. 

32Portlcnd O~otton Journal, March 12, 1<)08, P • 1, 10. 
By "equivocal promise U1Ren was roforrin8 to the so-called 
Statement number Two which pledged tho mecibor of tho Legis­
lature to vote for his party candidat 1ho won in tho pri­
mary election but not the interparty vrinnor in the general 
election. 

33~. 

3~ee;on City Courier, ?!arch 20, 1908, P• 4, 
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U'Ren may have becOlllo a candidate to 1'orce Cako to 

ta,ko oitcer n moro ae.;rossive sta.nd for Statement P.\x!:Jbor One 

or to Withdraw from the race.35 lith U'Ren out of tho sena­

torial picturo, the Orogoniv.n began to concentrate on elect­

ing nnti- Statemont Republicans in the April primary. Between 
. -
the middle or Uarch and the middle of April, tho Oroi;;onian 

led its roadors to believe th.at tho StatOllcnt Number One 

proposal could :cot win, while the OrOfion Jourml kn that 

the statet1ent oould not lose. UtRen conducted a. apoak1ng 

tour around the state that oont1m.led until election time , 

In a deb to with George ff , Stapleton, he said, "My eole pur­

pose 1n this life is to secure 1'or the people the direct 

control of th govorment and overy o1'ficer in it , n36 A 

week later, 1n Portland, he declared that he would aunport 

a Damoorat 11' necess~, or oh:Ulge parties, or ru.~ for of­

fice, or atop running when it aoom.ed advisable . "Tho very ~ 
worst Dec:ocrat you cnn send to th Le islature ~ho subscribes } 

to State1:1ent Uumber Ono is fo.r better t · tho vecy best 

Republican you oun sand there who iru:li:its on his pnrty e­

loctinl; the Senator , That is the ldnd of Republican I !Ull, n37 

3.!:>Jroncl.ricka, "Election of Senator Chaml:>orlain, 11 Ore-
.62!: Ilistorioal Quarterly, LIII ( June, 1952) , 70- 71, -

lO • 
36Ibid , ; Portland Oregon Journal, l!aroh 13, 1908, p . 

370regon City Ent ;:prise, J.taroh 20, 1908, P • 4, 
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The fighting aocretary or the People 1 s Power Lflngue contin­

ued tho c.tt ck until the <lcy of the pr:bncy election, April 

17. 

Cul:e ,on the nomJ.nation foi• tllo epublioans; Governor 

Ch:lmborlain won for the c~ats; end n xnnjority of pro-

Statemont Republ.ioe.ns nnd Democrats won seats in th stat 

leci:llaturo, The editor of tho Oregonian we.s outrngod. "It 

would serve thEllll /j.epubl'-.can£/ right 11' Ch:unberlain on 1n 

June," he declared. The onti~StatE:tn.Ont faction began to 

c=paign for Cako because il' ho was elected the st~tanont 

wouJ.d not be ns im!,)ortant in the now legislatur C:'llllllb er-

lai.'1 made a bid i'or Republlcnn votes by stroncly supporting 

t.li.o Statomont. U•Ren wrote an open letter to GovryrnCll' Ch!ll!l­

berlain accusing hin of using the Statement to secure h!a e­

lection rather throl trc:ci rinciple, 

In the Juno elootion tho Republico.ns uo.'1 generally 

thro~ut tho state with notable exoe tion or c-ovc~·nor 

orlnin, who edsod pnst Cal:o by a plurality ot.' tho votes 

oaat . All .four of tb& "U 1Ron moo.su.reo" sponsored by the 

People's Power Loas~e passoa.38 And il' tho newly elected 

merabers 01' the state legislature ho wcr p ledged to State­

ment Uumbor One kept faith with the votet>s a De::i.oorat would 

38euibertson, "Ilistoey of the Initiative and Ro.fcron­
dum in Oregon," 101. 
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be eloctod by tli.e Ropubl:!.oan lo..,1slaturo to tho U'.llitod 

ta.tos Sonato. The 1'::-ustrnted Ol•e,.oninn sndly c=cnted, 

"The Republican Porty of Or~on beh:?.vee no 1f it :ic.d oade up 

its lllind to do nothing rational £llVllloro. 1139 

_ e eUi'JlMe(' ao ent1ol18 nominated V1ill1nm Howard Taft 

end flillia.ln Jenni.nee Bryan to be the Republican a:ad i>emo-' 

cratic etnndnrd bee.rare in tho fall election, UIRen and 

Bourne favored Roosevelt 1•ather than Tn.ft: but nf'tor Taft 

t o no:n.tn tod u•nen gave nanin::l.l aup ort. He nt least 

attended t e ~aft Rez, blican clubo of Orogon mootingo,4o 

Late in the ~er U'Ron end hie wife went on n 

thrao-rreek vacation trip to Drit1oh Colli::tbie.. After their 

•ot111>;1 t 1oy ocn acain dopartod, thio tmo for San Franoio­

oo, In that city-, the anon 1o "u.1' ago Convention den-

g •·e<l U1i"!on to spoak on t 110 initiative and roforandUI:1 and lxl'lr 

t orkod in Ol'ogon,41 

In the meQiltirla cott-Fulton Ropublio-ns wore oeoldng 

moms to defeat t· e popul 

nsio wni; twofold , Pirnt, they would attack Chamberlain; 

socondly, they would disc"'odi t St tomont . ,_ bet' one. 

J. 

39Portlm,l Or c•oni , Jun 2, 1908, p . 3. 

4oeregon City Courier, Septa::iber 18, 1908, p . 3. 

41Ibid., September 4, 1908, p . 5; October 2, 1908, p. 
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T"~ey nco 30d Chal;i!lerlain of r opon3iblllty 1,...,_ rosis-

trati n :rr:mdll during t..'10 r:l.mario~: Re char ad th 

init1e.t1ng a sch e to raid tho Ropublic!Ul pri.~. Then 

ho waa uod for allogcdl7 to.kinf; ::itate oney 1llogally. Of' 

this charge t.'tc Supr o C:,,.J.rt d~clo.rod hi: innooont . Fi­

nally ho was r ortod 11eon dru:l1r nt tho ~ator!a re~atta ,42 

Stutanont Numbor One as b_ttorly naoailod :!.n ovocy 

vro.y po::i::i1blo , A:n ntt<S:1.ot w a ma.do to doclaro tho Direct 

Primacy Law unoonst1tut1onnl, but the oou..»t upheld tho lJl • 

feither could :!.t be d<iol reu unconstitutio .1 for binding 

lociolator::i to illegal carmultments oince it onl;r nsl:od for 

a vov.mtary- plodge and not fo oad o th, Its foe said 

thc'l.t it ould dootroy the epublioc.n p !'tj i....,_ th otate by 

creatlng factionn and that it lro'Uld ruin the sta o•s in.flu-

onco i.."'l nnt1onal ar olitics , It "b oeds divis o.."'l" and 

is "only o. o zy notion of such minds as thoso of U1Ren and 

ourne," tho Oro oni:::.n doolared,43 

Lnto in Deoombor u' e· an317erod tho charg of fraudu-

1 nt rei1ot~at1on. Ho m-oto artioloo that n:ppenrod 1n the 

C=•i :.• and tho Or ,on Jou:M'lnl in ·;i · oh ho state , "I have 

lJ2nuo.:ell Hondl•iclts, 6 Th Effect of tho Direct Pri­
aary- Upon Sena.torilll Elootiona 1n Oregon, 1900-1909, " (!!as­
ter or Arts th sia, Department c>f ill.story, lJ:nivornity or 
Oregon, 1951), 252, 253, 261. 

43Ibid., 256. QUoted from the Orogonio.n, 
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c:i.ro£ully studied e.nd cne.J.yzed tl1e r c!str tion en election 

returns" o.nd "th record ind:l.ca.te:i it dicl. not happen. u Ile 

hac. c nrod tho resulto of the prir.:ary- 1..,cti~n 1th the 

(;enerttl election =d foi:::~ t!!o.t fe-. r people oted Damocra.tio 

1.'1 Juno than wore rof_;iotcred a.s D oc:-ato. J.i.fi. 

Janun:-:r 19, 1909, Che.::iborltln ras elected to t: 3en­

c.to on t_ c fir::t ballot . S0t10 who v tad i'o!' Cbrunb 1•ltlin did 

so under protect but felt oblica.tod to a.bide by the pledee , 

~.ac Orecy?'-l!ln i'orcoav a. tl!'~:u-;r future for tho Republican 

r,:::.:-t:, rq;ulnr::, an:1 co:wido_ ed "It i.:: ::i rm.oh c triui h for 

nourno end u• ncn i: ror Cht:::I:bcrl..:lin. " The odi tor ho:,elosal-:; 

ob ·coted to civi! ~ 11.BoUI""'...e a::-:.C: U1• e:. end tho vo.,:;::.rles they 

r ~res nt ••• a.ocenda.noy L~ the ner,ublicnn Pa:.•t~ nr-<1 poli­

t~co or tho ota.te . n45 

4l~roid.; Oregon City Cou-:>ioi-, J=ry 0 , 1909, p . IH 
Portland 6regon Journnl, December 31, 1908, p . 9, 

45Ilondricko, "The r:rroot of tho Direct P1•:1.!:ia.cy Upon 
Senatorial El.ootionc in Oregon, 1900-1909," 274; Ol'egon City 
Courier, Jonua1,y 22 , 1909, p . l; Portlnnd Oregon1nn, Jan­
uary 19, 1902, p. a. 





mIAPTER VI 

TilE SimLE TAXER 

In the decade follmrl.ng the death or Henry George, 

1n 1897, there arooo three factions 1n tho Georcian move­

ment. There oro the fisoo.l reforoero Tlho am:phas1ced the 

single tax ns a just meano of collooting revenue. They be­

lieved a tax on unoe.rnod land values would provide sui'fi­

oient f'wlds to run the govor=ont. The oocond faction was 

tho "political Georgisto" who Ell!phas1zod the need of refon:i 

to drive the land speculators fr the govorn:ient. The 

third group was the 111ntelloctual- oralists," or which Lin­

coln Stefferui, llolnlin Garland, and Leo Tolstoy were tho 

spokoomen. They decried the :Sl:lmo~ality of speculetors who 

grew rich by merely holdiDG land idle nhlle co:a.'llllility develo 

ment incroased tho value of their holdings.1 

For ten years the single tnxers l:lllde no concerted ef­

fort to drive tho "money ehangero" frOl:l high places. But 1n 

1907 a =all group or single taxors net 1n new York City. 

The conference ootablished the erionn Single Tax League, 

1h1ch became dei'unct 1n lose than tuo years. In 1909 a more 

621 . 
1Charles Albro Barker, !!rn Georne (l!et1 York, 1955), 





oolvont orgnnizntion as established under tho sponsorship 

of tho Joseph Fels Fund of .Amerioa,2 The national organi­

zation attracted many straying deviates into the fold or or­

thodo,r;r. 

Will u, Ron ,,as of the "moral" school of a:1ngle tax­

oro, although he uaed tho "political Georgi=" methods to 

e.ohiove his object. To him, direct log1alation, primary 

laws, and corrupt practice acts wore not ends ao sought by 

"political Georgisto" but mennc to "i:ioral Goorgi9l!l. 11 !Ie do­

ole.red: "The purpose 01.' the single tax is 1:1uoh :core than 

fiscal rcfom 1n method of raising public revenues, 

But th a-trongest reasons for the oinglo tnx o.re moral ra­

ther than fiscnl. 11 The tioral issue as U'Ren aaw it was that 

land apeoulatoro did not hnve to pay for the unearned in­

oroaacd value of his land, but the mon who improved his land 

by hard ,7ork o.nd 1nvest.:iont as taxed for both tho land and 

the mprovements,3 W. G. Eggleston phrased it =re aptly 

men he asked, "Does the increased value of land, separate 

2Joseph Dana illor (ed.), Single Tax ~ QQ2l£ (l' w 
York, 1917), 23, 

~7. s. U'Ren, "Si.n.6le Tu," ~ Anna.la or th er1-
can Aoa~ of Pol1t1onl and Social Soioiiao'T~iiilnuelp}i!ii;," 
ffiII (~ch 191.5), 223-2>;° rr.s:--u1tton, "Oregon, 11 Joseph 
Dano. lJiller (ed.), Single Tax Year !3ook (llo\7 York, 1917), 
1~5- ---
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.t'l-a:i tho improvOlllents, belo?J8 to the land O\mors or to the 

people ho creo.te that vnlue?"4 The single taxer bolicved 

that God created tho orld for all to onjay o.nd tho.t the 

only ny to make the lnnd ave.ilnble \7tts to make it too costly 

to bo held idle. IT tho govol."'rlllont claimed the uniI:lproved 

va.luo or all lo.nd no a tax, no one could n£1'ord to hold land 

for opeoulative purposes . 

Tho nucleus or Oregon single taxers who had worked 

for direct legislation since tho eo.rly 18901s wore oagor to 

use the initiative on singlo true 1:1easuros. But o. rn.n:iber of 

problems rev tod ha.Gty use of tho loglolativo toolR to 

force a oingle-tax decision cm tho elcotor to. First, they 

did not wont to jeopardize hard won victories in direct gov­

err.met1t by associating what SOlllO oallod "freak" and "crank" 

ideas 1th the Oregon Sy11tem. A oeoond probl was tho need 

to educnte tho pooplo about the slnglo tax before t.'1.cy uo1•e 

aol{ed to vote on it . The proponents of the single tax ha.d 

maintained diaoroot silo oe Within tho ouo leagues in 

which they ha.d labored to attract people to political re­

fonn . A new organization was no dod to direct tho people's 

attention to ooono:nic reforms. A third probl a.a the me-

thod to :!.oplE1D.E1?1t the sir.gle tax. Single tru::er11 1.11 oroson 

¾.etter to the editor, Portland Ore5on Journal, oeto­
ber 30, 1912, p . 8. 
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were divided on the isauo of prooonting tho single tax as 

a pure, radical Georgian measure or of using a gradualist 

approach, T".c.e gradURlist would prosont a to.x la providing 

some exemptions on ho:nos and 1'an:i :1mprov onts rathar thml 

ta.'t truo land values with all imp~ovsnento exampted. 

In January, 19()8, single taxers met in Portland and 

organized the Orogon Tax Reform Association.5 H. D. Wagnon 

and A. D. Cridge prepared a constitutional runendment that 

would cive partial exCllllpt1on to personal property, "dwelling 

hou::ies, barns, sheds, outhouses, ••• all i::iachino :-y and 

buildings usod exclusively for ~uf'aoturing purposes, • 

all fences, fan:i maohino...'7, ••• 1'ru1t trees, vines, shrubs, 

• live stock, •• • furniture, ••• and tools. 116 A hot 

debate followed led by U1Ren, who propooed a pu.re aingle-t!lX 

omendoent, Three times the oingle tn.'tor inet, and each t:!.r.io 

the session endod in deadlock. At the fourth meotin3 two 

U1Ren supporter:, 10re absent, and the 'fagnon-Crid{le (U:lond­

rient was adopted, U'Ren quietly and 1'with oharaotcristic 

candor" said he ;ould not aupport the lll!lendl:lontt that ho 

"never stood for and YTOuld not consent to stand 1'or r. hall'-

5Portland Oro, ,on1v.n, Jo.mw.i7 11, 1900, P• 10, 

6Ib1d,, January 12, 1908, p , 6; U1Ren 0 "Oregon," 
Single Tax .2.21£• 42, 
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w y mcc.stll'o . 117 U'Rcnt o b eak t'lith the sin,Gle taxoz•s lasted 

throughout the 1908 c~pai&n. However, he later :codi.fiod 

his view concorning gradualim:1 and accc?tod leadership among 

singl txr.ero . 

The catipaign was \7Bged no an avo ed II atep in tho di­

rection of the sL"'lgle tax. 118 The .f=ero we:-e appealed to 

by- the premise to exempt fo.ru iuprovEl!:lente, and ooi::e rao.nu­

facturers were induced to contribute to tho Tex Rofo= Ao::io­

cintion before thoy reaJ.ized that the measure w~s the single 

t ~.9 The New Zealund e:x:perilllent w s given as ovidonce of 

llUccess for the sir.gle tax. Cridzo quoted a row Zealo.nd re­

port thnt indicated that tho sine;le tax 1no 1.arzoly respon­

oiblo :for the early ebuilding of Wolli.n,3ton cl'tcr tho dis­

nstrou:::: fire. 10 

Tho oppooition to the cmend!llont c:::::io from the influ­

ential Portlnnd Oreconien, th State Crung~, t~c East ide 

Push Club, end the Tn:x;payers Le r!UO of Portland. ll 

7Louis BoweI'llU!llf~"Oregon," ~ Troe Review, VIII 
(Uc.y-Juno, 1908), 39, q.u. -

63. 
8state of Oregon Official Voter's Pm:tphlet, 1908, p . 

9Arthur I!icholo Youn.;, The ~ Tax 'ove.-:ient in 
~ ~ State a (l!o I Jersey, 7:'91~0-. - -

10Je:mes II. Gilbert, "Single Tax !Jovemont 1n Oregon," 
Political Science ,.1arterl;y (Ue\7 York), XXXI (!Jarah, 1916), 
30. 

llib1d., 34 
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On J o l, tho voters tu.med down tho sin{;le ta.~ by a 

vote of 6o , 871 to 32, 066. But the measure ca..."ried in Coos 

County !llld lost onl;; by 250 votes Portlend• s !u2tn ah 

County ,12 u1 en asoorted that defeat 10.s caused by the half-

a:y- measure, nnd that n pure single tax ll!I1endment would ho.Ve 

carri d, 13 ~lthou::sh defeated no=rly" two to one, sinzlo 

taxers cl 3d parti 1 viotory , ll they hnd to do 1ns 

convince ~e f ers to vote for the a!nglo tu. 

On June 5, tho 1:ngle taxers ot 1n Port d to do-

ter::uno their .future course . The "p>l!'ti~.l victor;r" "f '7ngnon, 

Cri e, ruld followers, end the oanplete victory of U1 en's 

Statament Ifumbor One fight made the meetine ~ har:nonioua oc-

caslon to welc.o~e U1 Re.~ back into the fold. e was made a 

manbe1' of a cormttee includine E. S. J . cAlliete::-, H. 

Stone, C. E. S, 1ood, F . E. Coulter, ''lt132lon, Slld r.ridge to 

"carrr the partial victor:, to ult:1.mnte succes:i . " A fort­

night lcter the oonntlttee presented n plan to educate the 

peo::,le by distribut:tne ma.pa 1th shaded e.rcaa et ,or.inc the 

Uilltll od land. allowing the oCltlmittee report the Oroeon Sin-

glc Tax League 1vas or o.nized, : cAllistor selected -resi-

June, 

12~ • • 34. 
l 3no 10I'l1lan '101.•egon, 11 Sillglo Ta:: ~. VIII (:.iCcy"-

1908), 39, ~.o , 
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den~ and u, .. n, sec.' t· '-"Y'• 14 
Little wu done 1n Oregon 1n 1909 to pranote the sin­

gle tnx. but Joac. Fola, a Phlladelphio. soap m;,nu:factll!'er, 

ote a letter to lton llall, a prominent sincle-tax advo-

cate. and started a single-tax eviv 1 t.cros ... erica. I.:l 

his lettor, ls wrote, "I 11 c.,::;ree to dono.to ;,.::;!,,000 et.ch 

succo;sive yoar for th next five yoars toward a propa~anda, 

rovided ot.'i.o:r- ca.'1 be t'oUlld to give n equal ariount each 

yoar,ul!, t, Fels went to Lincoln Sterr~ d inquired 

Stoff9113 told 

pos1 ion on a c 

tlv::t it couldn't be do.ne, but aoce:9to<l 
16 

s ion to promote th sitiglo tux, 

In addition to "teffens and olton, Fels 3ecured tho 

services of :n el efor, • ede:t>io c. owe, ,Teck3on C. Rel-

aton, C.orge •ostor Poabod.y, and Loni • Po t tc help hi. 

s cr.d h1s morq. OJ" four yenrs Fels 1.ia.de do.,.. tiono e.t ran-

dam to foster tho si lo ta..-. J!o , cnt 1,l~o 1n Orcron 

the 1908 C aign, ut ranted t e ru.,v ont to be well 

or anized lrlth othera to direct the activities. The c=ia­

sion att ched Fels I s nrur.e to tho 1'und becll.':2 e they believed 

J.4Ibid. 

1.5--uo.r;r Fels, Joseph ~I !!U ~-~ (Ile· York, 
1916), 184. 

16Linooln Steffens, The Autobioe;raphz of Lincoln 
Steffens ("0\7 York, 1931), IT, 642. -
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hl.s osJ.tio.c-i i.'1 u,i': ess rm-:.u.d d,i die;nit:, to t!:l.e ov ~ont. 17 

Born of Ge ,-J .wish parents in 1853, end roaz,c,a 1n 

Virginii.t, Jose. '1 Fols ,id becOlilo a soap =fr.oturor 1n 

J.875, antl f'1i'teen years ne a wo lthy lll.'1..'l, 3y 1900 ho 

was disi l.lu11ioned y the Ullccmoe-rn o£ t. e ie l t'iy for llie 

r,,oor , Shortly ho f>oa:ne e. Renry .i-Oort disciple. '"'is ac­

re1igious experience. He boliovod 

lo tax i~sue .Ta::: not politic u., ut ra-

t~er arr.or 1 issue , 1It is, 1 he w-r-ot, 11!' you lease, 

B ·c1at oi' a rel! ious questi o.-i. ,nlB Ile oalJ.ed lllll<l. no-

noly a "God-deny ::JB cr:ll e , 11 

ofme:,.f'r th soil tae met., ou.r::e of poverty . ?101.r 

birth- right should be restored "to t etr -1 1or:tt,mae. 1119 

Fels d hi£;l1 po::-s l regard for lPRon , The!r 

c rresponcic,'1c e a ao·trce or 1n :1ir .tion to o c. ot' er--

not on.l.y 1:>ecau e they p:r,e ed to be encac in ldndrod . 01•k 

but bec:;.use they had dr_emod the s __ e vie on, !n Cll.T'tcr:lng 

e. lette'I' to U1Re11, •ela TI'ot , 11 ! Vt:lite 'int y._,u .• ite to 

me, and it will servo me •;ell in the rnrk to .cl• I h.~vo 

OO! eeo. P.ted my 11.f'e-- I so. conoentrncoe, :f'or s I oons:ldozo 

17~ .; Fels, ~ ~I ill.! .ll!2.-~, 129, 

l8oeor~e E. r.:om-y, !h! Oril11'orn1a Progreg 1vcs 
(Berkeley, 19~1), Jlij., 

19:Felo, Josenh ~: fil!!.14!!-~, 129 





devotion to the high and noble cause in which we find our­

selvea engaced. 1120 

To U•Ren, the Christian, and Polo, the Jew, tho sin­

gle tax was not a pe.nacea, nor a god, but it was an institu­

tion upon Tthioh ethical vo.lues could bo achieved. It would 

have boen unorthodox, if not horetioal, to make materialism, 

in the o.rxian sense, God, 11IJr, Fels, 11 Lincoln Steffens 

onco asked, "I believe that you Jows are the chosen poople , 

but tell me, what were you chosen for?" !Toting Steffens• s 

hul:lorous mood, Fels quickly replied, "Oh, to introduce Chris­

tianity'. 1121 

The Joseph Fels Fund Camclssion hired Dr. ~7. G. Eg­

gleston of California to go to Oregon 1n 1910 as a publicity 

worker ,22 When Eggleston o.rr1vod in Oregon in February, he 

found that not only the single tax uas on the defonsive but 

the Oregon syst of popular government wo.s threatened, The 

opponents of tho initiative and reforondum wore asoailing 

the systmn with chargea of confusing the voters with too 

mnny measures to bo oonsidored o.t one time. The People • s 

Po1ver Leaeue p1•oposcd four measures of 1Thl.ch the presidential 

20Ibid,, 179. 

II, 644~1stoffena, ~ Autobiocyaph,y .2f. Lincoln Steffens, 

22Pamphlotj Second J\nnuo.l Sinal tax Conference 
(Cincinnati, 1912 ,--r:-- ---
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pr1I:ui.ry' law was most :important.23 The refor.ners were forced 

to fight to prevent restrictions froc boing plc.ced on the 

1n1t1at1vo, rotorendun, and direct pr1I:ui.ry'. Only 1th the 

aid of the Fels Fund and Egsleston•o talented pen was the 

"people's power" preserved 1n Oregon. As a result, dincreet 

single taxers believed the t1ll1e wao not prop1t1oll$ to intro­

duce radical Georgism. 

Reconciling hilllaell to tho will of the majority, 

U1Ron entered into a oampo.ign fol:' gradual single tax. Al­

though the burden of lending the oompaign wo.s she.red with 

Eggleston and Cridge, U'Reu wan the ol:'ganJ.zer. Ct'idge'a 

tribute to hll:1 1n tho Single ~ ~ as typical. 

U' Ron has that poou.lilU' and rnnder:t'ul power 
of gottine; people to drop non-essentials and pull 
together fol' f'undal!lentals . He i:i not n boss nor 
an or1g1nntor. Re 1s a combiner of men. !Tone of 
his work has been done a.lone. Ile has always boon 
willing that honors and credit ohould so to others • 
• • • U'Ron ia ncvor a president of anything • 
• • • All U1Ren had to do to carry any mea~mre ~o 
to be elected oocl'otary of some organization r.nd then 
ho bought and used i..bale of postage stamps 1n send­
ing out literat,n-e.ai-

An elaborate strategy ins oonoocted to proparo the 

23Paul T. Culbertson, "A II1otory of tho Initiative 
and Reforondum 1n Oregon" (Ph.D. thesis, Depar'b:lent of 
IIistory, University of Oregon, Eugene, Orer on, 19!µ.), 
107. 

24A. D. Cridge, "lillimn s. U1Ren, Lawgiver of 01:'o­
gon and Single Taxer," Single To:it ~. X ( arch-April, 
1910), 35. 
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way for tho siIJ&lo tax 1n the future . A tax amendment wo.s 

proparod by the Single Tax Lengue, but tho origin was ob­

ecurod by tho fact that it "~ted from labor orgo.nizn• 

tione" lllld was endorsed by the Central Labor Council of 

Portland and the State Federation or Labor. A further stra­

tegElll! was to introduce the wnendment by outlmving tho hated 

poll tax with theoo words:" lo poll or head tax shall be 

levied or collected 1n Oregon." no nontion or sL"lgle tax 

1 s !;l(l.de in tho =endl:lent or amiociatcd with it . Bat the 

principal feature or t e bill, which was successfully ig­

nored, provided county option 1n taxation, and thus deprived 

tho legislature or power to regulate taxes o.nd exemptions . 

If the emond:nent passed, singlo taxers could Olllllpa18Jl in 

counties where success was possible, s.nd when exe::i.ption laws 

were passed othor counties would be forced to fe.11 in line.25 

The amondmont pe.oeed in Novanber by 2,000 votes . no 

apology ms offered for not mal-:lne s1ngle- ta,x fight . 

UtRon reported to the Fels Fund C0!:11:Iission that it ould 

ho.ve been ii:tprnctio~l, sine no real ingle-tax measure was 

25u ,nen, "Oregon," ~ ~ X!!l:!: ~ . 42; Young, 
The Sinf:*e ~ !Jovcment _!n ~ thlitod Statoa, 170; Gilbert, 
""s!nsl 1 r.:ovar.1ent in Or gon, Tr'"'p'c)IIticii'fsoicnce '1Uarter­
],z, Y..X:XI (Llaroh, 1916 ) , 35; F . q. . Young, "Puh1lo Finanee, 11 

Tlie /lz:ierics.n Economic Review ( Co.mbridge, Uass ,), I (l:ovem-oer, 1911), b46 , ---
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bo1'oro the voters , 26 Neither did U•Ron apologize for the 

"Trojun horae11 taJt law. To such criticillllt he rotortod, "I 

nevor ant hu.."lting doer with a braes band . 1127 

Tho Fels Commission inaugurated tho first Singlo Tax 

Coni'crenco 1n November, 1910 , In addition to 16,775 spent 

1n tho Oro~on camuoJ.cn, tho camu.iasion rovidod trans orta­

tion foi• UtRen to go to l:Iew York to report on orogon single­

tax activities , 28 

In 1911 thi, lo(;islo.ture bitterly aaso.ilod tho county 

option mnend:::umt and over:rhelmingl.y voted to resubmit it f'or 

repeal in 1912 . It was declared a fraud perpetuated by 

"Socialists, ,\no.rahists, und s oapbox oroto1•s . 11 29 !Che people 

had beon "hooclVTinked," and only "chaoo" would result if tho 

wnonclment waa not ropoo.led,30 

Single taxe o generally conceded that Orec;on and 

26young, ~ Sin[jle ~ Uov ont ,E ~ ~ 
~ . 172 

27cr1 dge, "11111or.i s . U' Ron, Lawr;ivor of' orogon and 
S~lo To.:.wr, " ~ ~ ~. IV {Uv.rch- Aprll, 1910) , 
36- 37. 

28Pamphlet , Fir st SL'JP.letruc: Con1'cronce , 1910 ; Fola , 
Joseph Fela: Ilia Lif'e- Sork, J'24J'.; Young, :l'he S1nglo Tax 

ovar:ient 1n ~Ullited States, 172 . - -

290regon City Courier , Februo.i,y 10, 1911, p . l, 

30.i"OUJ'l8, "Public Finance, " ~ erican :CCanomic ~ ­
!!!!!, I {ITovember, 1911), 647 . 
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lnissouri vero closor to accepting Geor311llll than any other 

pl.nee in the United States . :cn Oroso~ the Joseph Fels Pu.~d 

COOlr.lission and tho Single Tax League propnrod to me.kc taxa­

tion the parrunojnt issue in 1912, lleither money nor spea­

kers v1ere spared in tho f1'ort to make the election the most 

crucial for the sin31e tax in .America. u •nen told a State 

Grange audience that taxation ould bo more thorough]:] dio­

cuosed in the next t\7o years "than the last forty years all 

put together. n3l Tho future of the mov ont had a high 

stake 1n Orec:on, and 1'a1lure could end tho risini; tide of 

Georgism 1n the United States . In February, Joseph Folo and 

Daniel Kiefer, chairman of tl1e eammission, wore guesto of 

U•Ron, ao they observed the movement in Ore ,on. Le s than 

two nonths later Ilonry George, Jr. paid his 001:11:>limonts to 

tho U' Rens aa he mnde a speaking tour of l.linglo-ta-~ areas . 32 

A prodigious debating, speech making, and lotter 

writing eanroaign was mado by Schuebel, UIRon, Cridge, F.c­

gleoton, and C. E. s. ood. 33 Potitiona were circulated 

31A , D. Cridge, "Ore3on, 11 ~ Trut Review (Now 
York), II (!Jay- Juno, 1911) , 49. - -

32areson City Courier, Februacy 24, 1911, p. l; 
tfaroh 13, 1911, p , 1 

33Ibid,, 1.!ay 26, 1911, p . l ; July 21, 1911, • 1, 3; 
July 28, m'!, p , l , 
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oo.111.ng for tax exomptions in Clackamas County, a gro.duo.-

ted s!ngl tax, the short ballot, reorganization of the exe­

cutive office to give more responsibility to the govorjor, 

and proryortional representation. Those sundry overnciental 

innovations brought forth vitriolic editorials i'r the 

press . The Oregonian led the journaliatic tirade calling 

U1Ren "the Oregon City factory" who nnted again to o::icnd "the 

battered hulk of a state constitution" and by doing so would 

"abolish the present state govormn nt and substitute a ne 

r led overmn ntal dovice. 1134 
In Nov!Ubor, 1911, the els Fund C ssion called 

tho oecond Annual SiJl8le Tax Conferonce in Chicago. U'Ren's 

attendP.nce was assured through the generosity of the f'U:nd 1n 

order that he could report on th regress or Orccon. Re 

gave a atat1stioal report on how the propose single tax 

measure would worlc if 1t passed in Clo.ck(lllll).S County. Ile de­

clared that sneculntors 1 taxes would be doubled, while far-

ors' e..,d merc!lants I taxes 1r0uld be reduced. He said the 

!llO al need of the tax eing oore important thrul the fiscal . 

He concluded, as one su pose n U1Ren s eech would, by 

p caching tho gospel or direct legislation. "You cnnnot do 

anything 1n the United Sto.tes 1n any Le3islature I know of 

34roid. , July 28, 1911, p . 8; Portland Oregonian, 
August 23-;--il}ll, p . 8. 
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ritn a meaoure that touchos the pocket bool:s--until you get 

the Initiative s."1d Rcferendu::1, ,35 

The Graduated Singl Tax and Ex tion .bcn.dr:!ent of 

1912, was an ingenious adaptation or the puro 11inglo tax. 

Although its proponents emphasized tho lllOderate character of 

tho lilnondmont, it wac far mo e radical; than the el:lendm.ents 

offered proviously ,36 The lllllendmont doryartod fr pure sin-

le tu by liberal a,;:tnntiona to owners of small lan hold­

ings. An elaborate scale as devised progroosively to in­

creaao the tnx in nine steps above 10,000 from 2.50 per 

thousand to 30 per thousan for holdings of over 100,000 . 

The tax applied to land, franohisea, and rignts of vmy of 

public aorvice corporations and, therefore, would mak os­

sible lowering present toxoa on holdings of les than 10, 000 . 

Another provision not anphaaized by the draf'ter of the 

amendl:lont would "exempt all p,irsonal . roporty a.."ld improve-

ents" unless changed by a direct vote in the county, The 

c ~ai::;n etr tegy of the ingle taxers wa to procl :i.l' the 

vir es of the eraduatod ta,: 1n order to rcnde the orsonal 

property end irrorova.nent e:itCt!l tion tiore ::-ooable .37 

35PfU:ll)hlet, ~ ~ Si:np;leto.."'I: Co.li'eronco, 1911. 

36Gilbert, "Single Te.x tlov ent 1n Oregon," Political 
Science QuarterJ.;y, XXXI (l\la.rch, 1916), 37. 

37Ibid., 38; YOUI18, ~ Tax ov ent 1n tho United 
~• 175;Portland Oregonian, Juno lO, 19l2,p,"1r. - --
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stata:nent that ho uas I ot oonvincod tho s1ng1 tax 1s 

boat. 1139 But Jasger'o pl.ight wnn aloo the people's, because 

they, too, rero not convinced, but often did not lmoT7 mry. 

E&;leoton, Cridge, and U1Ron ohallengod many to debate, but 

fO\Y accepted . An di tor oboorvod "people ohy a my !'r n 

single ta;r. debate like n kid fl:>an prayer ootins. 1140 
A vigorous oar:ipaign against the Olllondmont 7ao i:ui.do by 

several groups . 0118 tho opponents woro tho Sto.to Gro.nge, 

the Port1and Orogoninn, tho State Tax C=1so1on, the Rn-

t1ona.l Tax Rof'o oaoo1at1on, and tho ual Taxation Lengue. 

Tho Grange ro.i"uaod to aooopt tho single true for fonr tho far­

mer would be tho only ono psyi.ng taxes . To thec it aPpeurod 

to be a plot by predatory bWJir.eso 1..-i.torosto to ob!ft their 

tax burden to the far-.n.ers . 41 
Dy far the t:1oat formidable opponent of tho single- tax 

i:tova:iont was the Portland 0:'0fjon:!.e.n, Its attack wao oon­

torod on u •nen, tho "t1nkoror11 and "expermonter," 1hooe 

"freak" !dons abused tho initiative and ro.rerondum until 

those devicoo wore no loneor dosirablo. Ii' all rofo s 

could be classed 11 U1 Renio" or single tux, guilt by nsoo-

39orogon City Courier, t.raroh 15, 1912, " • l; April 4, 
1912, P• 10. 

4oib1d,, October l , 1912, p . 1. 

41Gilbort, 11s1ne1e Tax •ovament in Oregon," Pol1t1oal 
Soienoo Qunrtorl::,, XXXI (:.larch, 1916), 46. 
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Early in 1912 the U1Rona s ont sovernl weeiks i.."1 San 

.anoisco on behal!' of direot govorrment. In an addrese to 

t:io Cnlii'ornia League for l!ame Rul in Taxation, U1 on 

pleaded tho c use of Hcllr7 George. He spoke or ttie t:!mo 

when Carnegie and Rockefoller had a part in ru:miing tho gov­

ornm nt and bee o 170altby; but ti' th.e people would run the 

government, they,too, oou.ld share th wealt..11 . :Io dccll:'.red, 

"It1 s :,our government and you may l'1.lil it if you wish to do 

o, or you IIIAY let others I'\.lll it anu r e off tho profit •• 

" Re talked of labor r form, the eight hour day, tho eo­

ploycr• a llabi bility law, end the .,k of the Grange and 

the People ' s Power Loeguo of Or o to gain control of the 

lei laturo. All of this, he said, as accont!)lished ~y use 

of the initiative and r er d1.e • .38 

Upon their return to Oregon, U•Ren undertook n dobat­

in3 ca:: nign. :lhorovor he wont, l3r o numbe~s of poonle cmne 

to listen d learn 9.11 well as to enjoy the speotlcal of a 

U1 en 1ebatc. a debate rlth e,r,.lt Jagger, U' ,on e:i lained 

tho zi_•a u tod tax nth 111' eta nnd figuro11." Jagger spoke of 

hi:, boyhood, tho '!foods, tho B il:!!111 ,. olo il playir>.g mar­

bl a . U1Ren1 a obuttal was to cive nore "facts and fig­

urea . " J •o~ b!'1o!'ly refuted U 1Re111 s er lll1 :1ts IT th a 

381Yells Dur:,, "IIe s Domestic," Single !5 ~ (llew 
York) , XII ( :ay- June, 1912) , 47, 40. 





ci.nt1on oul.d be ouff1c1ent to defeat th . 42 

It hur>t tho caUlle of' the single to.."t to hnvo money 

i'rom outoide of the stat come 1n to aocuro :!.ts adoption. 

U1Ren admitted th t ho vna on tho payroll or the Camnieoion 

nnd received ~00 a yonr. 43 The id 11 of 111'oroign11 aid wac 

noui;h to nrouao th farmers to unite against it. Also, the 

idea was readily accepted thllt ols tod to buy chen land 

in Oro on to build soap i'nctorios as ell as .for speculativ 

purposos . After ho had secured tho lnnd tho agitators would 

have tho a~l tnx rep nlod, and h ould reali~e great 

profits.44 

Charles H. Shields, n Senttl lawyer and editor, was 

hired by the Equal Tu:ation League, styled the 111'ake ori:;a.ni­

z tion or tho plutocrats" by Cridge, to make 11 prodigious 

pamphlet campaign and spo oh-making tour age.inst the grad­

uated tax and repeal o£ tho county option ond:.:lent . 45 

42Portla.nd Or oninn, A"J8USt 23, 1911, _p . 8; - ob-
ruary O, 1912, p . ; , 1912, p . o; J.ray 1.4, 1912, p. 
10; Octobor 7, 1912, p . ; !.!arch l, 1912, p . lO. 

4Jyoung ~ Tax Llovecont 1n tho United Statoo, 
l 78; Gilbert, (, Slilg7:oT~ 1r1 Or~on,11""'Follt!ciJ 
Science Quaruerly, XXXI ( arch, 1916), 46; Portiand Ore­
gonian, Uarch l, 1912, p . 10; October 20, 1912, p . lo."" 

44,young, Single ~ ovement in ~ ~ ~,178 . 

45Ibid. , 179, 190; Gilbert , "Single Tax !OV<lllont 1n 
Oregon, 11 Poirtical Science ~terl;r, XXXI ( arch, 1916), 39; 
Cridge, "Oregon, " S ◄ n~le 1.l'ax ov1011, XII (July- August, 1912), 
51. =---





u•non as!ced to be o.llOTTed to dioouss the issues with h1n 

along hie itinorn.."7 . ,.rtor considor:i.blo dolo.y c..."!.d CZC'.toe 

aldll3, " ielda i'inally oonoented. "Shields wil.l. bo able 

125 

to llpoak to larger cro1da n0t1," quipped ~'Ron, as he pointod 

out that only sixty- .!'ivo hnd hea.»d. b.il!l :ipoak 1n Oregon City. 46 

By IlovG:lbor evocy into!'.estod voter had henrd t 1~e !'"O d con 

of t.he single tax 1s:me, n..>ld for the meaaures they didn ' t 

u.-iderstand they ere told repeatedl.y to vote "no . n47 Both 

sides used noney freely throughout the campaign. Tho single 

taxers apont more than $40,000, and tho opposition was esti­

mated to have spent about 100,000 , 48 

The elec tion was a devastating rojootion of the sin­

gle tax , Tho countieo that previoualy had reeponded more . 

i'avorabl.y to the tax sont county option l:leasures to ie;nc:min­

ious defeat.49 '!'he graduated single tax W'l.B dei'eated eight 

to three, nnd to add insult to injury tho county option 

460regon City Courier, october 4, 1912, • l ; October 
18, 1912, p , l, 

47 01•tland Ore~onian, oh 29 , 1912, p . 10; t ober 
7, 1912, p . 6. The a~vfoe to vote "no" on isoues was often 
given ai'ter 1902 . 

J.i.8u11ien (ed.), "Single Ta.x, 11 Tho Allnnls, LVIII (?:arch, 
1915) , 254; Portland Oregonian, JuneTo,~ p . 8; October 
20 , 1912, p . 10. 

49ciackrunas , L.'ultnamah and Coos counties . Thus the 
strategy of the county options ~endmont failed . 





ent oi: 1910 17:i:J repo:i.lo .50 

~o eloctio'l rat, ,:in r_ 

1 r equ 7 o di:i ;p:,oi:.t :l.'.: to the ll:O'V t . Fels .. ~ ~!l 

~ (;o u!t fi• ilCing th Pola ;.;,. , !>l '.1.le o cut 

';.o, 00 in ec , o 11- 76 had b c:i e · l'lbutcd. ·ro ::ta.to 

_ d oo:it b 1to as 1, ch a:i 'JOO, FoJ.s c.:i-:nl~!n~d, :cd "tho::-e 

a:..•o sl "'le taxc::- in ··10 U:.ut d s·t:nto:i able to t 'P 

100,000, b11t they dontt, 1152 ;,: 1oauo~ n."'1 ultirl.::it'.lill th.1t 

the 111 Let Goor c do it• policy" h.o.d ended n:1d th!lt he rrould 

"o~o o th oon1'1no himself to tching dollars as 1'nr :i.s 

giving mone:, is oonoornod. 1153 

In Orogon the movemmt wa:s ri.i'o with dissension and 

roorininations . D1ssentero wrote n letter to tho third An­

nual Coni'oreno o1' criticizing U' Ron, Cridf;e, and ~laoton 

or f 11:tng to di ous tho single-tax prino1:pl . U' Ren 

cro e bei'ora the confe ca to deny the charge. Ho believod 

defe t ~oauJ.ted fran lack of understanding of Henry George 

5oG1lbert, "Single Tax ·ov e:nt 1n Ore3on, 11 Political 
Soi noe Qu te~•l;r, XXXI ( • ch, 1916), 47J trinen., 11 0r-,gon, 11 ' 
s!nr;ie Tax Yenr 2.22k, 43, 

51E11a inter and Granville Hicks (eds.), Tho Lettoro 
_2£ Lincoln tofi'ona (:law Yor::.i:, 193d), I, 312. --

52ReDort of II els i•und Confo::-cnce," ~ Tax ev1o 
XII <r.ovcm:ibe?>-Deoaruber, 1912), 53. - -

53g:soph Fel.s ~ Bulletin, Janu.r:icy, 1913, o . l; 
Portland ogonian, January 23, l.913, p. O. 





d fr t!\o II c:-;r o:r uoll' . " "Olu- matull:o, 11 ho said, " ,ae 

L-i thinl 1ne t t wo cou.J.d .ia!: 111:-:el tnx 1•:i too oo. •• 

,o tried to •o it 1n Or c , ii n to .e 

e ~.-111 do it yot . " ~o poo. le ;­

t ~ c! Ui: o " 1~1out p.'O c1n tl 

<! not be • i,;,o"i.tc •od u 

1.t . ,.;,lJ_ 1"~ con!'ercnc 

mloptod a. rc .. olution to continue to r; ore t en 1.r.tt.ll ~l3 

oto 1' •eaoul' :i 1'01• tho !no oti.ne or people' o po, c~· in 

" To 

n le truco:- thio otatac!cnt lll s have uroourod lo::::i thnn i:-.n 

1nv tation to duplicate the 1912 o,q,end1turea, but to their 

ronente t meant that Oregon had yet to be saved "from 

Fel o, U' Ron, wd tho single tnx • , • 11ililo Fels' money 

lasts. 1155 

I! ediately :f:ollo tJ::t electio . U' en e.nnounc d 

his intention to run i'or cove!'.OOr in 19].)~. Ile believed that 

being o. oamUdate would llolp him roach more people and cnin 

aupport for t..e a1::isle tnx. Ria first intention was to pro-

e a ,ure Honey Geo1•ge tax, but ho soon discarded this 

plan in !'avor oi' another eraclunl.1at approach to tho ainsle 

5liue" o~•t ot 'F ls Fund Con.f'orencc, 11 S:!.nl)le ~ !!.£­
~ . XII (l!ove!l:l>e_ - December, 1912), 53 

55Portland or 5onian, Dec amber 7, 1912, p . 8 , 
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tax.56 

Tho history of the single-tax movement reached a cli­

i::ui.x in 1912. Thereafter less attention \'.las given to Oregon 

and U1Ren in the~~~. edited by Joseph Dana 

Ltiller and the Joseph Fels Fund Bulletin, edited by S. Dan­

zigiger. Tho cha:: ge or "foreign money-" rosu1 ted in o. call 

for a type of corrupt practioo law to prevent a non-resident 

from financing oaapaigns,57 The idea of the state not being 

able to determine and settle its oml 111sueo caused the sin­

gle to.xer to refuse further aid fr Fola.58 

T\10 neo-ainglo-tax coasll!'es were propa.1•od for tho 

1914- eleotion, H, D. agnon proposed a sraduated single 

tax, which received little attention. U•Ren framed a 1.500 

exanption amendment, which was more favorably accepted by 

single taxers. Tho m:iondmont proposed to exElllpt each tax­

pa;yer '1500, or doubl.o i.1' property was jointly o171l8d by a 

man and his wli'e, of tho aeaossed value of live stock, houaoa, 

fonces, and other improva:ients.59 Th 8ll!Ondtiont was purposely 

560regon City Courier, lTovanbor 8, 1912, p. 4; rrovem­
bor 32, 1912, p. 4; Oregon City Enter-oriao, IIoveml>or 15, 
1912, p. l; Joseph~~ Bulletin, J'anuary, 191.3, p, 2. 

57portland Oregonian, December 3, 1.91.2, p. 8. 

58Jorph Fels Fund Bulleain, lilarch, 1915, p. l; Port* 
1.and Oregon an, January 21, 1<)1 , p.~ 

59Gilbert, "Single To.x I.:ov11nent 1n Oregon, 11 Political 
Science ~tor3i, XXXI (L!nroh, 191.6), 49; U•Ron, "Oregon, 11 

single Tax ...!!!!: ~. 4J. 





des1gr.ed to "mako evident tho hypocrisy of tho opposition 

who olo.imed, 1n the cn:apaign of 1912, to have only the in­

torost of tho far.mer end mnall homeowner at heart . 116o The 

amendment rns 1:1ade public early 1n June, 1913, \7hen U1Ren 

soeurod the approval for n petition from the Secretnry of 
61 

State. Although u•nen opoke 1n favor of the measure 

wherever he ent, tho ch1of burden of ca:ro.paign for it was 

carried by othoro, while he concentr:i.tod on other progressive 

planlrs in hio plntfOI"..J., 

Apart from tho Orec;oniun, the most offoctivc op;:,oo1-

t1on cm:ie from the !2: Liberator, the o1'1'1c1al orgnn of tho 

Oregon Rational Tax Refom Association. In its pages u •Ren 

got i'ull treatment both 1n the printed ord and in pictorial 

caricatures, Tho :itratogy a:i to bro.nd 11U1Ilen1 s pet measure," 

the 15oo exemption, as oinglo tux. 62 

Again tho votero rejected tho tax proposals by a vote 

of two to one in 19l4. Faming aroao voted ovorwholmingly 

against it, some as much as four to one. The Ores~ edi-

6oPortland Oror:on1an, JllllUary 24, 1914, p. 2, The 
Ore5onisn quoted Danioi Ki fer, chairoo.n of the Fels crom­
mio:ifon. 

61Portland Oregonian, June 5, 1913, p, 2. 

62c11bert, "Single 'l'nx 14ovanont 1n Orogon,'1 Political 
Science Quarterly, XXXI (March, 1916), 51; ~ Tax Li­
berator, Aw,ust, 1914, p. l; Sopta:iber, 1914, p~~1;T.ov­
c:ober, 19l4, P• 1, 





130 

tor p~onouncod the benediction wb.on ho said o.f' the vote, 11 It 

1::s Oroi;on' a mess e to tllo world that tho disaatrous u •Ren 

epoch has pnsoed. 1163 

The remnants o1: the lost cause, defeated, discouraged, 

and divided, took what little consolation tnoy could in the 

fact tho.t no real single-tax propos1t .. on had been oi'fered. 

Ua.n::, pointed out tbat victory ould have boon assured 1.1' n 

pure lloncy orgo tax bad been oought . AlthousJ:t U1Ron oar­

lim• had bee::,. of that ouinion himsol.f', he bad ace tod tho 

will of tho majority, and nOl'I he shouldorod the full i•espon-
61 " sib111cy for their dofeat. ~ 

In th future he would wo~l: i'or tho George principle 

openly. llo recalled that 1 t took ton yoaro before tho ini­

tiative and rei' rendUI:1 as aoce table to am jority 01' the 

pooplo; in 11ko =or thoy iore no 11pproaohin8 a place 

where 11!:lo:it of th= • • • \'/ill lioton to c. single- ta::cor 

without thinl.cing 01' h..'\Jn no a traitor to oricnn 1nst1tu-

tiona . 1165 :en speaking to a mass J:leeti.~ durillg the 1915 San 

63Portland Orer,onia:i, ov<Zll>or 5, 1914, P• 10. 

64u•Ren, 11 0roson, 11 ~ Tax Year ok (Ho York, 
191 7 ) , 44. Joseph Fels, DliiiierK!ei'or,"Doi ton lla.11, C. E. 
s . lood, and II . , • Stone were consistently oppocod to tho 
oxempt1on method. 

65u".len, "Sinelo Ta..--.:, 11 !!!! ~ . LVII C '.arch, 
1915), 226 . 
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F'l:>anci3co Fel:: Pun~ Con:f'orOJ10e, e stld tho.t Oregon ~ingle 

ta:xora would settle for not1J.1nc l so thnn a ground ront lnw.66 

Although indorsernent as lVEllll by t 10 Oregon State 

Federation of Labor and t~e Central. Labor Council, a singlo­

tnx!:leacrure tho.t called for 90 per cont of tue annual rent 

vnluo ta1lod 1n 1916,67 In 1917, U•R n•s roicn ao scorotary 

of the Orogon 1n6le Tax Looguo endod. 68 Although t.ho movo­

nont continued to etll"V'ive until World TTnr II, 1917 w:w tho 

end of' a:::i er !:or 131neJ.e ta:xer:i. -leoton ovod back to 

Cali!"or::tia, tho Pola C iasion gave wey to a n<'l:1 national 

org:m:1.zation, sml n loaders took the place of' th old. 

orld 78l" I divided the ranks, as stnlwart Georc;ians, oam.­

mittod to their oonvictio-:i of' paci.t'ism, roi'used to concede 

ighteouaneas of tho ar. Danisl Kief'e!', Lincoln stot­

f'ans, nnd Leo Tolstoy o lonser lent ea. ootab1lity to the 

movement- -so they wer diaca ded, Henry Georse, onco bo-

11evod to ho.vo teu{;ht a dootrino of pacifiac, 17a:: l'.l0'17 ro-

66stnnley B=, "The San Francisco Conforenoo," 
2~1e ~ L!!!__ (Ile York), XV (L'ovcmber-Decembor, 1915), 

67 Culbortson1 "Ilistocy cir the Initiative and Ref'er­
ondum in Oro[:on, 11 lol; lJIRon, "O!'egon, 11 ~l~ Tax Review, 
XVI (llova:iber-December, 1916), 374; ~~ 7 d ;Jullo.i 
M,a, February, 1916, p . l. 

68miors Jh2 ];h ,Alno1•ioa (Chicago), XV (1928), 2102. 
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road with a vievr to jWJtify tho wa't'. Then, too, Henry 

Goorgo had roi'orred to we..: 3 of :!nporia.llotic nations for 

more land. lie did not knotr cllout the terrible "Ilun" whose 

ocourge had to be ranoved to mako tho siz ·•1~ cax po .;lble . 

Finally Joseph Dnna 11lor settled the queotlon by doclnri.ng 

that sinele te.xora were indeed po.cii'1sts nnd that they had 

to fight this war to ond all Tl!l!'S nnd thus serve the ca.use 

of passivim;i.69 

Only single- tax doc:;iatis:ts rema.L'lod 1n Or on poli­

tico. ".i.'ho oxrerimanter:i and f'a.ddisto faded !'rco protest nnd 

rerorm ::iovcnonto . 1'he loa.dership of the official organiza­

tion passed to J. R. IIo=i, who ca::ie to 01•egon 1n 1918, 

U•Ron continued to work !'or ta:.: roi.'om a.nd sup ort si.'l.{;lo­

tax measures, l'lhioh persisted on tho b!l11ot; but he served 

ineonspicuouoly :!.n the ranks a.a ho reprenentod ea1ething or 

a legend i'rom the nst rat.li.e:- trum a hope i'or tho future, 

69JosOI_>h Dana Uillor ( ed.), ~ Tax Review ( 1ol'r 
York), XVIII ( July-Augi1st , 1918), l~ - ---





CHAPTElt VII 

Tim PROGRESSIVE 

Alt.½ough tho sine; -tax mova:iont had procodcd tho 7 

progrossivo oro., and cont1nuod o.f'tor tho period na::.inally 

O;ldod, Georgi roo.chod tho zenith or popular appoa1 sil:ml.-

taneously with the progrosc1vo ero.. 1th t.1-ie aid or th 

Fels Fund, 111.ngl ta.xora wore able to right independently 

for the initiative, referendum, direct leetion of senators, 

and tax refonns, under their orm banner; thus in o. mea5Ure 

the sing1o- tax mov8Clent boo o a part or the progrossivo 

mov ant . But they wore bound by dogr.ia to oppose tariffs, 

impor1ali8:Jl, and govornment-controllod lo.nd conservation, 

uhorons macy proi;ro:i::iivos felt that s01:1e degree of tariff 

protection o.s n cesso.r:,, that illlperlal1im brousht pro3rcse 

to backward pooploo, and that conservation or natural rc­

sourcos was more importnnt than for tho people to une the 

lnnd.1 !!either wore the oinglo taxers noticeably of tho 

11llll.lgV1\r.lP" typo, ho represented nn elite leadership of tho 

past, intorostod in good govorrx::tont for its own sake, and 

victims of ocon=ic and social upheaval by an arriviate 

1Charloe Albro Barker, _!!rn George ( ,e York, 1955), 
622, 627 . 
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class ,2 On the contracy, single taxers woro either from 

fQ!llilies of little reputation or fortune, roproscntod by 

Henry George, Joseph Dana w.J.ler, Daniel Kicfor, and U1Ron; 

or frOlll f!l!llilies or 1ealth, political power, or frenily pres­

tige, such as Jose F le, Charles Ingersoll, TOlll Johnson, 

and Loo Tolstoy, to wb. fame and wealth ere nelt.~er gained 

nor preserved by the Dingle tax, 

The single taxers turned indifferently from arguments 

about hether industrial trusts ohouJ.d be 11busted" or regu­

lated . Tho twin scourges of poverty and corruption could 

not bo cured by treating the s-y,;1ptamo, they reasoned, but 

only by restoring 'Clan to his birthright, the land, A be­

lief in land ownership, plus a faith 1n the people's ability 

to govern the'l:leelvee was a type of Jetroreonian philooophy 

held by tho single tnxox>s , .!a:nentarily tho progressive 

ovamont held largely to the SQllle Jeffersonian ideal, until 

Roosevelt• s Irew 1:ational1St:1, 1nopirod by the anti-Jeffor­

sonio.n, Horbert Croly, helped to rotul'n tho Republicans to 
3 

their traditional oonservatimn, Except for a row Republi-

can innurgonts, Jofforsoniani ~as noi:tlnally ro3torod to 

1955). 

1953), 

2Richard llofstadtor, The ~ or Reform (new York, 
135, 139, 262. - - ---

3Eric F. Goldman, R ndezvous .1ll£ Destinz (lfew York, 
188-207. 
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tho Damocrutic party. Heney Georgo•e to.1th in lo.nd and de­

mocracy ho.d not stlll:C! d fi>o::i political traditions but r thcr 

i'ro:::i a reo.otion to conditions ho had observed. In liko man­

ner inglo taxers or tho progressive ora did not r dioate 

roror:11 u on ni'filiation with a particular party, but sought 

to work within tho party or their choice or birth, \Vhen 

parties tended to bee e reactionary, tho single taxers de­

nounced tho tendency but did not renoUllee their party a.1"1'11-

iation. Altl~ough the prog:,essive :::iovanont succeeded by 

achieving ro.ro1 legislation and the s:!.ng].e-tax mov001ent 

i'nilod OOJ:1plotoly, tho progressive orn created a favorable 

clil"',.ate for t10 single-taxmova:nent to flourish in. 

, illiar.i UtRen, not unlike other :,1n,;;le taxers, v,as an 

avow d progro:isivo; ho ,orkod with tho progi•essivoo and t.i.oy 

accepted him.4 U1Ren was not much different tro::i tho typi­

cal California progrossive, who, according to Gool'68 •owry, 

was about forty; he ~as born in the 'iddle wost; he had a 

north-Buropoan ruu;ie; he was an attorney, jou.rnallat, or 

businosmnan; he had a Nm England relicion; and he was a 

Republican . U1Ren did not fit the California mold, hov;over, 
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by being 11-,ell 1'1.:cd," p. o- 'cI:inlcy Republican, and 11v· o­

lontly oppos d to tho n1n toenth century agrnr!en r d!oalisc. 

01' Will1run Jenni.nss Bryan and the Popul1Bts . 115 Bc1ns anti­

Populist rold nnti-Bryan as characteristic not only of Cali­

fornia procross1ves but also of most progressivea.6 It 

should be raneobered, however, that UtRen joinod the Ponu-

11sts to socure direct le islat1on primttrily and not tbs 

whole Cbaha plc.t.form. 

In October, 1909, U1Ren was cleated vice- preoidont of 

the Short Ballot Association. lie soored the o fice with the 

novelist Winston Churchill, and served under Woodro 1lson, 

the an1001ation•s first president.7 A yell.!' and one month 

la.tar, hile nttonding the first Annual ingl.e Tax Coni'cr,mc 

in Ue·; York City, UtRen paid 'lilson a vie1t. /ilson had 

just succoso1'ully OCB!!pleted his oe.i.::ipnien for covoroor or ITow 

Jersey, and had returned to Princeton in ticc to encourage 

U' Ren to come to oee hia . 8 

If' the short bo.llot was to be tho Bubject of di.cus­

sion, it . a soon forgotten when U'Rcn found ,ilson interested 

5oeorge E , t!o~, The CaJ.ifornia Progreosiveo (Berke­
ley, 1951 ) , ix, 87, 89 . -

6,lofstadtor, ~ .2! ~. 132. 

7Arthur s. Link, ilaon: The Road ~o 'fue rn1ite OUDO 
(Princeton; 1947), J.24. --- -- -- - - -- -

8Jomoa Kerney , The Political Education of Toodrow 
.1ll:!2B ( !lell York, 1926~ -
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1n ow the initiative, roferendUlll, and direct r:l.mary worked 

in Oroc;on. For years alson had confidently told bis etu­

denta that direct legislation could not 11ork. In a volum.e 

publiahed sot:10 years boforo, ho wrote about the uso of the 

initiative 1."l Switzerland and :round that "it /Jhe initiativy 

has not promised either progrosa or enlightenment, leadin 

rather to doubtf'tll oxperitlcnta and to reactionary displays 

of prejudice than to really useful legislation." As for tho 

refe1•onc!um in Switzerland, 11 It has dulled the sense of re­

sponsibility e:nong legislators without in fact quickening 

the peo-le to the excoroise of any real control in a.f'fairs.•9 

ilson, the u:nboliovcr and critic, bocamo the student;l­

as U'Ren retold the story or 11pooplo 1 s wer" in Oregon. lie 

recounted how tho people had £ought to r,et tho initiative 

and roferondtl!:1; And then broke tho Rooublioanmachine with 

the direct p1•ima.r:, law d Stnte::i.ont !11.11:lber One, hich 1:1ade 

possible the election of Bourne and Cl:la:ub rlain to the 

United States Senate. U1Ren1 a reputation ror persunsive­

ness, logic, and debate ~as not dilllinished as a result of 

his visit with the om.inent scholar or government and history . 

The governor- elect conceded that Oregon's example added 

validity to U'Rents arguments, but he concluded that the 

9woodrow :tilson, ~ ~ (Boston, 1898}, 313 . 
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1::lit1ttt1ve and rotorendu.n muld have to b rontr1cted "tools 

.i:or an emorgency. 1110 

1'111son had noarly two months to think over what u1nen 

hud iinid bo1'oro his 1na mu•at:1.on. In t:.10 meantime he wa3 in 

tho midst of tho hi to ic fight to prevent De.n:ocrat!c Boss 

J es ::lmith, Jr. from being olnoted to tho ~uiato. Tl1e 

!li:lith x:iachino had labored for Wilson' o oloction and 1n re­

turn anticinatod 71J..son1s blesa:l.nj; on Smith forte e-:iato 

nont. , ilaon, hov,ev r, ould not be controlled by Soith; 

indoo<l ha insisted that the logiolature 3hould elect J'a::ios 

E. u oen tha choice of the Democratic voters 

1n the ril:l:U'y. \Vilsonr II victor:, over thG ITow Jersey ma­

chine is a tnlo often told, but U1Ron 1 s visit during the 

cri.c:l.al and for.nntivo mcanonts or lilson•s preparation to en­

tor tho govornor 1s ohnir, could well hav E;ivan hi: coral 

onoow:acar.iont for the battle he faood. 

On the day preceding hiu i.n:lueuration, Wilcon hold a 

l!leetL"lg at tho _!s.rt1.'lique Hotel in ,T617 York -:11th tho loading 

a::wer- o_ the !ew Jersey losiolntm' Md several newspaper 

editors. Ho nsfotod t t ho o:: coted nothing less th.an the 

whole !' o::;re113•ve plntf'o from the oglole.ture. Although 

10Ray Stan.'18.rd Baker, Woodro ilaoni Lif and Lettero 
(London, 19.32), III, 130-131; l,emey, The .ro1Itfca1Educe.tion 
££, ·1oodrow ~. 102, 103. 
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his progro.m did not include the initiative and referendum, 

he talked about how they had worked in Oregon and hol7 U'Ren 

had convinced him or their practical possibilities.11 

In the inaugural address, ilson pra!ll.iaod to do all 

ho could to carry out his eompaign pl'Olllioes. Ile expressed 

faith in poople1 s ability to govern the:nselves if thoy wore 

properly enl1(lhtonod, which he eo?l3idorod his resnonsibility, 

Tho message as oonoluded 11th words thD.t echoed across the 

United States, and wore hoard with delight by sCl!:le in Oregon, 

aa ho said that the laws of Oregon 11 seom to me ••• to 

point the direction Tlh1oh we c.ust also take before wo bavo 

eamploted our regeneration of a gov rnmont hioh has su!'fered 

so seriouoly and so long • • • fi'Cl!:l private managm:,.ent nnd 

orgllllized solfiohness."12 

llilson hardly was c0!1fortably seated 1n the gover­

nor I s chair men prosidontial posoibili ties wore presented 

to him. The success of the progressive program in the le­

gislature added to the C-overnor 1 s stature as a national fi­

gure. In Uoy, 1911, Wilson began a trek into the West that 

eventually took hie. to Oregon. The further west h wont 

11Ibid. 

12r1. s. U1Ren, "now Oregon S cured Pure Elections, " 
Ln Follette1 s Vfeeklz ae;azine (~adiBon, Will.), III (January, 
2 , l.<)ll), 8. 





toward Oregon tho ore he praised t~..e initintivo and refor­

end=. 13 

U1Ron o.s not sure that r.'ilson might not bo the onJ.y 

man that the progressives could supnort in 1912, If so, 

U1Ron ould want to be inn position to lead the Oregon Pro­

c;reDsivea into the ~ilson ca::ip , 14 As Wilson started north 

frCICl Berkeley, U1Ren "made a gum shoe exit over the line" to 

meet ilson at Ashland and to ride into Portland with him, 

11llr . U•Ren doesn't got a braas band nor e press agent when 

he plays tho gQ!lle , " a newspaper editor quipped. "He just 

gets thore. 1115 

lfilson end U•Ren were greet d 1n Portland by reporters, 

to whru i11son o onted: "In, the E."lst I Glll counted intensely 

proi;r esive. In Oregon I ar.i not so sure . But I el:! a great 

ac:hn.irer of tho Oregon system. " Howovcr, 1n answer to a 

question Wilson oxprossod his opposition to the recall of 

judges . "You hire a :can to tell you what is the law . He 

does toll you and the infor.mation doesn 1 t sit 1011 on your 

stomach. ShouJ.d you then discharge the man? Setter make 

135. 
13irerney, !!:!!!, Political Education Ef Woodrow~. 

ll~u•Ren to Jonathan Bourne, Jr. • Juno 21, 1911, Bourne 
Pa:pOI'S, 

l50regon City Courier, L1ay 19, 1911, u . l; Baker, 
~oodrow ~: ~ ,rn Letters, III, 224, 





t • 1116 ho law right, • , 

Wilson spoke during the ovaniIJG to a Democratic gath­

ering at tho C=orcial Club. Af·;or prais1..,g t:!le Or~on 

Syst for having <iont::-oyod "tho :cach1.:io," he apoko wa..."mly 

0£ u1 on. e h:l.d road t::itit Oro::;on ho.cl two logiolaturos, one 

at tho capitnl a..--m 11 oae under !I. S. U'Ron1 s bat," Ile con­

oludod it a.:: bot~or to h:ivo one u."lder U1 Ren 1 n bat whe:-o it 

could bo !'ound and held responsible tha .. "l the ono at tho ca­

pitol, \'l'hleh could not be found, \ ilaon did not mco.n, ha:­

over, that direct loginl tion S:tould roplo.c th legisla­

ture. 11 I do not think tho loe;1.olat1.li' should be considered 

a nooear,a17 evil," he decl.ar d. The ne::-::t ni'tornoo:r. ./ilaon 

end d his Vi3it in Or~gon at a lu.~cheon 1n the Y .• O. A, 

build • U 1R t1a.s toast:naator and introduced . il:ion be-

i'o e ho spoke.17 

Afto Wilson's vis_t, U1Ren•s Republic!lni wa.:: sub­

stantially sha.ko:::.. Although he w:ia a staunch su:;morte:- o-r 

Robert un. Pollo"tto, wh h coruiid • d th stro eat and 

moat desirable Republican, 18 he !'oared that no progros.::ive 

16rortland orecon Journal, Pay 18, 1911, p, l. 

17oregon City Courier, ~fay 19, 1911, p. 5; Portlnnd 
~ Jou1'!l0.l, May 16, 1911, p. l; Portland Ore~o~, 
L!ay 20, 1911, p. 10. 

18u•ncn to !Icnry ErUL'll'ey • Sta to chnlnnan in ,iscono in, 
June 9, 1911, Dourno Pnpers, 





coul.d provont r. recult\!' convention frw na.:iinating Ta.ft, Re 

rovel!.ed in tho prospect of both parties no:c.inatins progi•oc­

oiveo, but added that tho party t hat nc1:1::.nntod a tor;r wou1d 

bo beatc •• s for J::-1 :iolf • ll.e told S tor Dourne "the 

,,arty c llar does not bi::d ne ,JJ:Y cloccr than it doos ,cu, 

!lild if r.eoeooar"l toot en.;t!:on the Poo. lo•o Porro~ ls.~, 

vote and talk for D ocrat. " .it, o e.dc.od, "':'.ho 

D c.atic P rty OIL'1:l.ot be ao prJ:_;r ooivo s t:;.e. 

until ',;he nogro c:.ue:ition is ettlod. 1119 

, Ro-

,t the J\!:lor1can Politic l So.onoo. ooociation noeting 

~n D'..it'falo, on eco::iber, l9ll, ll rbert Crol. red a paper in 

which ho attacked the Ol•e on Syst=, U'Ren, who ,1110 n r.i -

boi• of tho osociation and 1,0.s prcDont at tho t1ooting, pro­

oentod ouo 'rc:ao.rks" 1n robuttai.20 Oroly first attacked 

direct logio~ation in general by oay:l.n{; it ffould have "a 

period of effloro ccnoc, li''e lli.10w .iothine;i • Grqci 

ll!ld Po:;iuli , und t.11.cn gradually • • air..lr into uttc:- and 

dooorvcd oblivion. " \,:1.Uo a 1tting that stato legislaturoo 

,.ci•o not truly roprece:nto.tive l1Ild often rcre co:.:-rupt, ho 1n­

s1otcd tho.t roforo.s could be ma.de by stroll8 leadership held 

l9u,Ren to Bourn, June 21 , 1911, Bourne Papera. 

20i:01•bert Croly, "State Political Roorgonizo.tion," 
ProoeedL'lP:a oft e Al:lerioan Political Science Assooiat:!on 
(Concord~l .. ti.-;--T9nT,vIYI, 122-13.S;v. S. U1Ren . "nomarko 
on :r. 1:crbort Ci•oly1 a Paper on I State Poll tical Reorgani­
zation,•"~- • 135-139, 





responsii>J.o to the people in both the le1is tivc and oxo­

cutivo brsnchoc o:r c;ovo.n nt. Ifo i.lli'o:>1•eu that dirvct l.6-

gisl.ation !llllde 0rE;gon 1 s J.og1slaturo a "r; •p" 1n which no 

11 self'- r83 oct1ng man or usof'ul. publlo s rvant" would l71lilt to 

boa ember . Furthermore, the initiative D.nd re1'eI'ondttm o.o­

oa:rol1shod no re.form but what could bavo boon aooom: lishcd 

equally well by s=o other means. 21 

In resnonso to Croly I s v1ei-,s, u, Ren c.skod if it ·10uld 

not be better to be a Ill.ember of: Oregon's le islature than a 

member of a leg1slatur tainted with bribery such as ow 

York or Illinois. In Orec;on the 19 islator will not be 

bribed to vote 1'or a sonator, nor invited to live in a 

"Houao of: tiirth," nor ofi'orod railroad aasos, sinoo tho 

state had the initiative and rei'erendu:n. U1Ren did not bo­

liovo that there had ever been representative goveI'!D tin 

the United states . Renrosentatives were of:ten electP,rl by 

pluralities, and third uarties were eeldcml elected to Con­

gress . He did not advocate the initiative and ref:erendum as 

"the pr:!.nciual and ordino.cy method of llking laws," but "1t 

Sutlllls to be the best moans available." Ile =eed with Cl•oly 

that other means might be better, but "the 1'act i:J that no 

suoh rerults ,1ere obtained in rm::,- A.."lo:t'ioqn ete_te by otlcer 

21Ibid., 130, 131, 134. 
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x::et.."1.ods until th wny hlld been st!l.!:ed out ~ u::io o:t tho Ini­

tiative. 1122 

In addition to tho all illl,llort t oingle tax in 1912, 

U1Ron promoted oovoral mnendc:onto tbrou{;h the Poo;:,lo 1 o Powor 

Leo.gue, COl'Jpaignod for Bourne's re-elolootion, nnd clid what 

ho could to he1p the cnuso of La Folle·~;;e. The lOunt of 

work involved 1n oo llUUl;7 uotivit:!.oa forced him to re:f'uso the 

additional \;tl.Sk of managL.g La Follottet a Ol:ll.1 a:tgn 1n Oregon. 23 

U•Rent II faith:f'uln ss to La Folletto•pc1•3istod Ullt:!.l Roose-

velt 1•oceived tho nanina.tion frOtl the -'O.;:t'o:isivo p ty, and 

he hen supported Roosavolt in tho eloctio •• 24-
Dourno choao to run i'or ro-oloction uithout makixlg an 

active personal on1:1paign, He depended on his reputation 1n 

representing tho state so ably that tho people would not 

hesitate to re-elect h.m. U1Rcn conoidered that the "Peo­

ple1s Power" had too groat a stake in Dournots re-election 

to make such e.n O.."tperimont. Bourn had also issued his 

statement for the official oiu::paign book iithout consultixlg 

anyone in Orecon, a::s fnr as U1Ron know. n I havo tried to 

exnlnin to you before this," wrota the indignant U'Rcn, "the 

233ourno to U•Ron, 

24-nourne to U1Ron, 
U•Ren to Bourne, ?!arch 1, 
Auguat 28, 1913, p . 4. 

October 26, 1911, Bourne Papers. 

nroh 9, 1912, l3ourne Paparo; 
1912, -™•; OreGon _Qm Courior 





w!o:ia.a of otting otller en•s o inic a do-

o!:i1o.::.. £v1dont~ I did not uoce d. For thrtt rea o:i I 

teyi~ -Mn ll:.ld apollld..ng ;:i pl.ai:lly as I oc.n. 11 Bcu1-rle 

call:11.y ac~ontod U1Ro.~•s criticiat1 but i!:.~isto~ o~ :...,J.'"ing hio 

O\m C aiga. If' I oan oe renOlllinatod and e- eloc l;ed ,1Hh-

out c::;oing to Oregon and ma.kit a oumpai , 11 wrote urno, 

"the decionat at1on thu11 J:J.O.de wll'.L revolutionize American po­

litio:J . 11 To U1Ron, ourne 1 s idea was "mar;nii'1oont" but not 

" actico.l politioo , 1125 

ourno ias opposed by on Salli rOI! tll Ropublioan 

nam1r.ation, It was Selling who receiv d the su ort or non-

ro.;re11 ve Rei:>ub11oans, and more :lnportant, he was dorsed 

y'the Orc5~. Although Selling had been reo1dont or 

tho Peo le 1 a ~ower League, he repudisted the Loague 1 a pro­

PrCJ:1 before the ond of the s'Ullll:ler. U1Ren had m1aju ed uel-

ling, for which he olo~1zod to Bourne . 26 U' Ren was con-

vL~ced that 9oll1ng had violated the Corru. t Practice ~ct by 

not repQrtinr; tho ooney ho spe t bed'ore 1e nnno, oed himself' 

s a c~~didatc. Bo ~ne po.id U1Ren five h dr d doll.4rs t o 

hired tectives d to do im.e.te er ~-s neoo arJ' to prooe-

25u,non to Bourne, FebI'UarJ' 29, 1912, • c 1, 1912, 
Bou.."?'..e Papers, Bou."'n& to U' R n , ''arch 9, 1912, Bourne Papero. 

26George ' • Orton, and u•Ren, Pol1tioal PeJ1phlets, 
April 10 , 1912; U1Ren to Bourne, Auguo~ 30 , 1912, Bourne 
Papers , 





cute Selling. Altha~ no 1'ormo.l charge was ma.do, it was 

hoped that tho publicity would cost Selling votos. 27 Just 

boi'oro the primary eloot1on La Follette spoko 1n Portlnnd 
28 e.nd Salom in support 01' Bourne. In spite 01' the efforts 

of his progressive i"rionds to nominate hm, Bourne lost to 

Salling by a substantial voto. It was generally conceded 

that Bourne's refusal to OQJllpaign 1n Oregon cost him tho no­

l:lination.29 SO!:le, ho ever, held that Bourne's relationship 

171th U•Ren had hurt h1m politically. Indoed, oo.rly in tho 

ca;npaign Brol'l'llell broached the delicate subject to Bourne by 

suggeat:u:ig that any oonneotion with tho sL"lgle tax ould 

hurt the Sonator 1 s chances, As :ror U1Ron, Drol1?lell Yl'I'ote, 

"There o.re thousands of people 1n this stato who are getting 

tired o:r his method and his measures . 1130 

During the next re,1 :cionths r:uary of Bourne•s 1'rionds 

urged him to run as an independent. Bourne had boon will­

ing to support Selling 1n Uovembor. After much urging 

27Bourne to U'Ren, Uo.rch 9, 1912, Bourne Papers, also 
telegrams exchanged on t ho ssmo day; E. o. Saeyer to Bourn, 
April 20, 1912, Bourne Papers. 

28Bourne to E. Iloi'er, April 13, 1912, Bourn PanersJ 
, "• 1:ouser to Bourne, April 16, 1912, Bourne Papers. · 

29Charles B. or~iok to A, • Prescott, 'ay 25, 1912, 
Bourn Papers; George Brownell to Bourne, ay 21, 1912, 
Bourne Papers. 

30aro.inell to Bourne, January 31, 1912; Llerrick to 
Preuoott, May 25, 1912, .i3ourno Pnporo. 





Bourne relented to the point of' o.greeing to allo r petitions 

to be circulated .!'or his candidacy ii' he could be convinced 

that Selling had violated tho Corl"U t Prnctice Act. 

U1Ren ae not liUllong the first who called for Bourne 

to run o.s an independent. llo r-ould support Bourne only if 

the Senator oa:no to Oregon to ca;:ipaign, By the first of 

August Bourne was not only a Ylilll.ng cand1do.te but U1Ren had 

practically taken charge of hie campaign.31 After U'Ren 

started circulating the petitions to add Bourne's name to the 

ballot, A. A. ~uck become the loo.dor of tta l:IOV ent to re­

elect Bourne, U'Ren urged Bourne to announce publicly h:l.s 

support of Roosevelt aa a oounter-::::iove to Solli 'o ondoroe­

nent or Tai't. !lourne agreed to support Roosevelt but not to 

join the Bull ooso party. Ho \~ould be enrolled on t.'ie bal­

lot as an Independent Progressivo,32 

Two features of the Peopleta Power League measurea 

that U1 Ren as especially intorostod in wore to aboliah tho 

state Senate and to give the governor complete control over 

introcluoil'l(; appropriation bills, The election returns 

31Brownell to Bourne, uJ.y 23, 1912; Jilli= Swope 
to Bourne, Ju1y 25, 1912; u•Ron to Bourn , August 2, 1912; 
Uerriok to Bourne, August 13, 1912, Bourne Papers. 

32u•Ren to Bourne, August 2, 1912, )Journe Po.pers; 
teloi:µ-ron--U•Ren & A. A. :.ruck to Bourne, August 21, 191.2; 
UtRen to Bourne, Auguat 30, 1912; Bourno to U•Ron, 3opt bor 
3, 1912. 





spelled dofeat for U1Ren on threo .fronts . Tho Poop1~1s Po­

wer Lcnzuo oeasures, the single ta.x, end Bourne all went 

down in doi'eat . As 1n the presidential election, t.he Inde­

pendent Progressives and the Republicans split a aegw.ent of 

votes, iving a plurality to tho D<EOcratic candidate to tho 

Senato , !i'be day ai'tor the election U'Ron announced that he 

was a candidate for governor in 1914. llio plnt1'onn included 

the single tax, abolishment or tho Senate, minim:um wnge 

scale, short ballot, more people's power, ~nd proportional 

representation. 'l'he bewildered editor of tho OreGQn City 

Courier concluded that at lon tone bad to give U1 Ron 11cro-

dit !'or being a i'ighter. 11 33 -
U1Rcn cm.lpnigned steadily !'rem lTovEl:lbor, 1912 to 1:ov-

a:Jlbor, 1914, to educate tho people. Ile was certain that ii' 

the people undoratood tho lSOO e.:iondment and tho e.bolillh­

ment 01' the Senate, the 1~easures would paos. Ile believed 

that his candidacy 1'or governor would give impetus to his 

legislative program. In 1913, the question rer:iainod whether 

he would run as a Re.::ublica.YJ. , Although he insioted ho -rras 

a Republican, the Oregonian wanted to lmow what kind . U•R 

answorod 'by declaring thnt he had always boen a Republican 

33Pnul Thomas Oulbortaon '1 Hi:itory of the Initia­
tive and Rof'oo:-end,w. 1n Oregon" {~h. D. theflis, Dopnrtment 
of' llistory, Un1vorsity of Orogon, L'ugene, Oregon, 194,l), 
132; Oregon City Co\l?'ier, :ovcmber 8, 1912, p . l. 
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except i'rara 1092 to 1898, when he was a Populist. Pui>ther­

more, he votod :t'or al1 r:.ajo:::> Republican oa..'1d1dntos since 

1696 with tho oxocption of Taft an~ Selling 1n 1912. Ilo e~­

t1mated tlu1t ho apont mox-e than (;13,000 of hie Olm money :in 

Rdvooating good Republican legislation includinJ:; the recall, 

001'rup ·~ :praotioe lav, Statooont 11Ur'..bor Ono, nnd the initia­

tive and roferendum • .34 The editor or the Cou:.•ior wonde!"ed 

why ·he Ot•egonlnn refused to give U1Hcn credit for his ae­

Cu>.n!Jllshments. Tho editor ouggeatetl that "ahoUld Er. U'Ren 

ju:up i.'1to th :-ivor to savo o. dro·in.1ns =n, the Orersonian 

uoultl say it was beeawie tho = had o. s1cnod referendum pe­

tHion 1n hi3 pookot. 11 35 

As the 0IUll.pa1gi.1 1n 1914 got u.'1.dor io;y , UtRcn added 

t--wo mora plunlrn to hio pletfor-.u1. Prohibition waa one; the 

second was to build roads and pa::, for then fra:: on inheri­

tnnoe t11X on estates or ~il'ty thouoand dollars or DOre. Arry 

pei•son un ployed ould be offered n job, whioll would solve 

the problems of poor roads and unernpl~ent.36 The Oro­

r;oni1U1 considered the amendment "U•Renio," "~ooio.lintio," 

.340regon City Courier, Auguot 28, 1913; Fortland 
.9}~cz._~. Sopt.mibor I, J.913, p. 10. 

3501,ec;on City Courie::-, Sept 

36 
~., February 12, 1914. 

dr 28, 1913, p . 4. 
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and "tho laot .ord 1n c=mi::mi, .,37 U'Ren h.'.!.d long boon 

noted for his stand opposinG the liquo:r- trai'!'!o . Ile intro­

duced Billy Sunday to an Oregon City audience bo.ck 1n 1910 

hen the evaIJBolist spoke on the subject, "ilooza or Get On 

~ho Water ngon. 11 38 U'Ren oonoidored the "saloon intcroot" 

to be one or tho ost for.:llda.blo opponents or People's .owor 

loi:;iolation in Q.!:'000 ••• 39 tor find.lng little ont.husia in 

the nopublicn.., part7 fo~ his h'Ubornatcr1al d -ires,· do-

hold their convention, 1JI en ue.s unanmously namil:l.a.ted aa 

their choice for gov r.nor, and he acccpteu . lj.O Uea.rzy two 

ontao lat r, SocrotP.r;;· of St to on Olcott deoid d that a 

oo.ndida·tc could b , tho nc:cu.noe o1: o. ly- one party . u1 ,on be­

lieved that hie yroposed 1 giJlat on oul.d tare better if he 

r 1:ned an inv..;.end.., t candidat and tllerefore d::-e'.7 i"rotl the 

Prohlb1tlon t_ccet , U1Rcn e..'qlros3od ro3I'et but state~ tho.t 

he 'had made it clear fr th plc.t.oz-.n that r:r:; candid cy as 

ru1 !::de~endont was to precede th ~rohibition party dosig11a­

io,1 on th oi'f1c1 l ballot . '' ~e fair dividod the Pro-

37rortland O?>eroni , February 25, 1914-, p . 8. 

380regon City C ur1e. , AU{;Ust 19, 1910 , p . 1 . 

39~. , p1.•il 2, 1914-, p . 4. 

h0B?.!.<! , , JJey 7, 1914-, P • 11 1la1 21, 1911h P • !J.. 
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Prohibition parL-y b t\7oon tho::ie who r.ould cruloroe UtRon nnd 

t·:uao YTho considered he do:ilt un!'airly with thc-.n. 41 
Dur:txm tho la.at re·,1 woel;;a of tho osmpaien U1Ron made 

u v11.st n...:..bo1• or spo1;choa a:i.d dobatos. But oxcopt ro1' Cridge 

Ul<l tho Oregon Cicy Courier, U'•Ren wus alone. '.:.'lie Republi­

can :r:owspupora, lod by tha ini'luo:ntie Orllf,oni,m, supported 

J.i.,.cs itbycctlbo, a.nil the Ol'c>[jvn Jou.?'na.l uphold the De::io­

or:.tio noc::lino , c. J. "''"'li;h. 42 ··,ho.1 t:1e vote w re counted, 

tr•no., · o.s ll poor thil•d, 'i:10 nllll.li!J8 Re,,,:blioa:i., .. i·i;cycombe, 

received 11S,05o to U•Ro.~'s 10,507,QJ •ta tribute to tho 

1>adly do:!:"eat-od ·•nei., \,as he fact that 

publican atato ch.o:i to 1•0-oloct o. very popular Domocrutic 

To som , -he victol:'1 over tr•ne~s.:: ,as en occasion 

roi• • e;]oic.lng. l!-4 But to :1.!.l:.; llo ho.d us..J.n tasted th bitter 

dro{_;s o.r defeat, tl1s oocu;:iio:'.l wae e.n o_;iportunity ~ survey 

clorioua past vlctorioa--tl1 !nitint_v, tho rorer<llldum, di­

rect wil:uu•ie::i, 3ta wont l: er Ono, e.r..d recs.11; t"\l1d to cay 

l11.!bid., July 30, 1914, p. l. 

l:2roid., Ootoboo• 29, 1914, p. 4. 
l:-3r iu., r:ovoi:l.bo • 5, 19l.1.~, P• l. 

l,1hortl.nnd _O::>op;oniim, .JovC'1lbor 10, 1914, p . 6. 
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of' tho future: 

'Ago.in to the battle, Ac.haoonn, 11 1.,, 
Our hearts bid the tyrant dof'ianc 'P 

450rogon City Courier, k>vs:ibor 6, 19J.4, p. l. 





CIIAPT::.R VIII 

THE DECLillING YEARS 

AB tho 1Jnited States beclilll!e involved in the World 

·1or, national and international isouoa bocrune the dwino.ting 

factors 1n politics . Interests in refol'llla e.nd progressive 

legislation besan to decline; and tewor measures were ro­

motod by uae of the initintive end roterendur.1. Indeed, a 

period or re otion against govormnentnl experimentation be­

gan. 

In Oregon the 1niti tive, rereronqum, and direct pri­

oary ere attacked for hnving destroyed the republican prin­

oiplo of govern::um.t, but yet having not succeeded 1n elimin­

ating grntt . U1Ron ancwerod the oritios or tho Oregon S7s­

tEXD1 by reminding th of th ~s before direct legislation 

and th• secret ballot wh n votes were bought for two dollars 

nnd a half, and "buo loads or repeaters were driven from 

polling plaoe to pollin8 place in Portland. " Ile recalled 

"the days ,men Judge Carey a,nd Senator Simon !'ought uith 

their fists on th convention stage to decide who should be 

the chain:inn." no r e:::ibored the timet1 ,vhon senators were 

elected in legislative sessions that ore ".forty days and 

forty nights" of debauchery. These conditions no longer 

existed 1n Orecon as a re3ult of diroet Governmont, he 
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contended. 

But U•Ren did not consider tho job oo::rpletcd. He be­

lieved that newspapers had taken tho place of political 

bosses, and that cand:1.dates not supported by a major nows-

paper had little chance of being elected. He rec e:.ded 

changes in t:!J.e executive branch that would combine 1l1llllY 0£ 

the offices under one responsible official, and require the 

governor to appoint all stat officers, except judges. A 

few general reforms that he considered neoossnry ~ere to 

abolish the Senate, shorten the ballot, and substitute nro­

portional representation for election by plurallties. 1 

Following the election of 1914-, tho U1Rerus moved fr= 

Oregon City to Portland. •er nearly fifteen years U1Ron nnd 

Chrii, Schuebel had labored together in law, politics, and 

rofor::1. There had devol9ped ·a strong bond oi' friendship be­

tween tho refol"l:lors th.at continued until Schueb 1 1 s death in 

1949, U1Ren1 s decision to leave Oregon City resulted partly 

frOt:J. ~o.ry U1Ren•s attraction to l'ortlo.nd, and to a lesser 

extent, i'ran a desire to gain a t10re lucrative law practice 

1n tho larger city.2 

After 1915, U1Ron was less active in directing the 

l,1. s. U1Ren, "Stre:1gth and rlealmess o:r the Oregon 
Syst(l::1 as Dovelol)ed by Ten Years of Operation, 11 O:•ee;on Votor 
(Portland), III (Ja.nuary J.5, 1916), 5-J.2. --

2oregon City Entorpriso, ~Iove:nber 20, 1914-, p . 3; 
1ntorv1ow with Sheba JLirgrenvos, my 16, 1956. 





155 

courao of state politics, Ho Llllintained a vital interest 1n 

state govern:io:nt, however, and readily lent his i.ni'luence to 

rei'o i:ieasm•es that ho conoidored boneficial , During the 

oarly 1920 1 s hs continued to serve as vice president o the 

national Shoi•t Dallob Orga.-nzation lll"!d o:r the erionn Pro­

portional Rop osontation Leaguo; o..~d h was on the ezeoutive 

ccanitteo of tl e .:ationul Single Tu Loe.euo .3 

In 1920, U1Ron wrote a constitutional ar.ie..cblent that 

was sponsored by tho People•s Po er Leagu.o nnd ondorsod by 

tho Centi•al Labor CounoU of Per-eland, A.lthough the ond­

ment failed to reach the p tition ot:i.ge for lack of finan­

cial backing, it did s!ll'V to cul.minato U1Ren1 s politicnl 

radlcall!lllt in a sincle document . H.is afi'ini ty !'or parlia­

mentary fom o:r government was ma.>l1feated by subordL"lating 

the executive to the legislativ branch as done by the rit­

ish House of COllllllona, U' Ren had long contended tlutt the 

::i.orica.~ i'ors:i of governaent never represented a l!l.ajoricy of 

the people . Ho stated thnt tb. first pm: oso ould bo to 

"abolish tho Lawyer's Soviet govor= nt of Oregon." fi1 this 

ho meant that tho embers or the leg1aluturo wore predo:nin-

3s. D:mzisor, editor, Bullotin of t lat1onal Sir,61 
Tax~ (171:J.mineton, I>elm,are), V (Ootober-lTovcmbor, 
lg2l), l; Tho Short Bullet -illotin (llow Yer~:), VII (April, 
1920), 4; r.o:-1'foo:.· ng~or{ Pr2~,ortional Renroaonte.tion 
~ (.•hilo.delphia), LVII Janue.:ey, 11)21), 2. 





ately lawyers who t oo oft0-~ roproscntod tho interests of 

oorporo.tions . Under tho proposod emon ont there would bo 

one house, of one hundred car.lbers, olectod fl'OJ::1 dU'forent 

occupational olassif!cationa by vot s rogiaterod as ma:!bors 

or the occupation, and none could vote for a legislator frot1 

nnother classii'ication. Other foaturos of the so- called 

11U1Ren L!anifesto" would inoroo.se the le 1olator1 s pny, nllow 

voting by mail, and mru.co the ler;islative te sovon years . 

Failin;; to excite public interest, tho ai:end::l.ent was soon 

forgotten . !} 

After 1920 , U1Rcn 1 s chief concel'll was to represent 

the interests of labor by proposing pro- labor initiative 

monsuros and by lobbying 1n Salem. In 1924 ho drafted a 

worl!l:ten1 a c01:1ponsation bill, which lost at tho polls .5 

The depression years led to populnr <ilstrust of o. po-

11t1cnl and economic syst that all0l1ed people to llllffer. 

It wns a no;7 era of protest rem.u.ting 1n a demand for a na11 

deal . U1Ren believed he could solvo Sa?IO of tho obl o in 

governz:tent and doclarod his candidacy to the state logisla­

tura in 1932. The eevonty-th1>ee year old reformer rO!!liGed 

~or;on Voter, I, Juno 5, 1920, pp . 25-ll,O; Juno 12, 
1920, p . • ---

5-.dnrvey 1.I:te:r 'J.'obie, "Oro on Labor D1spute11, 1919-23: 
III; Local Controversies, 11 Oro~o4 lI111torical :,uartorlz 
(Fortl:i.nd), XLVIII (Vcoei:ibcr, 9 7), 315, 
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trot 1r eloctod ho would lower tmces, romoto a better work-

mon•s com ensation law amonii t:1e r11lla:i.,y la, to pY ovido 

for majority rulo . Ilis dofent by only two thousand votes, 

1n opito of tho general Dooiocratio landallde, ncouraged hiJ::1 

to run again 1n 1934. For the second timo 1n two years 

L!ultnomah County voters re.fused to elect h1J::1 to the state 

ler;islo.ture, thus dl'ICOnstrating, perhapll, that they pre­

ferred to leave tho Oregon System inviolate , In nch elec­

tion the orecon ~ supported U!Ron bec uso hio services 

were "nooded to help refo:rm llOlt.O of his orm prior refornlinG . "6 

On 9, 1934, tho Uhiversity or O!'o on Score Club, 

00C1posod of otudont "liberals," honored U1Ren at a banquet . 

After the president or the Club, 1illiam J , 3 ce, intro­

duced h1m, Richard L . Touberser p1•oaentod hil:l with a aoroll 

signed by tho mexn.bers of tho Club . Tributes were road f:r 

Arthur Gnrfield llnys, Oswald Go.rrison Villard, of' tho ~. 

and Paul R. Kelly, editor of t!le Orer;onian, ho ceJ.J.od him 

''one of' Orec;on' a most use.ful. oitizerui . " 

In a 11rambllll8" tdk, U'Ren eaid that direct legisla­

tion had brought pol1t1oal reform but not eoonc=J.c refonn . 

Fear that th United States would bee e communistic or 

6or~on Voter, LXIX, Anril JO, 1932, pp. 20- 22; Vol. 
LXXI1 Nov o,. ~32, p . 2>; VoJ.. LXXVII, April 20, 193!~, 
p , lll , 





1$6 

:r scist h co:u1idorod unju:itif'inblo. o credited the direct 

pr:!=!7 lew th. breakin8 tt:> political machfaos and br!.nging 

about direct election or senators; however, he v1as d.io p­

po1nted e.t its f'ailuro to produce a strong opposition pnrty 

and a hi· er caliber of state en. 7 

~o fll.ilure or th Ile !>Hean narty to at= the tide 

of the de1;rossion ruid ohakon U1Ren1 o coni'idenco in tho party . 

Although he as a Re:;,ublica.n candidate for the state le~is­

lature, it 1as consistent wit~ his philosophy of gCtVer t 

to cros:: ;:arty lines and vote f or Franld:!.n D. Roosevelt :!.n 

1932. Ile soon regretted his apostasy from the nationo.l tick-

et, h0t1ever, and bec=e one of the new Deal1 o most bitter 

or1tic s . 

Inn radio speech, Roosov lt had said that e:::rs- one who 

criticized the gove:rnment ithout offering a solution to tao 

probl ,. as unpatriotic . To this U1Ren doclnrod, "'.7no Presi­

dent is mistaken . ••• Any public officer or rivate citi­

zen :ho discourases criticl of his acto, nlll!'ls, or oli-

cios is likol7 to es a valuable arnine; , 11 Ile considered 

it the duty of a citizen to cr1t1zo covernr.iont nolicio3 that 

ho ewes not agree with, though ho mcy not know a better plan. 

Only a diotatorohip ~ou1d prohibit a citizen :!'I>otn oriti-

1934-. 
7Portl and Or~on~an, t~o.y 10 , 1934, p. 6; &y l.3, 
• 7; one ~ • fay 10 , 19.3lh p . l . 

• 
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oizinG its aotions,8 

u•Ron objected to governments handouts and doles nth­

out tho recipient giving something in return, He pictured 

Roo:iovelt as an autocratic father \"/ho \'lall bonevolontly pour­

ing out the wealth of the lend upon his children. U'Ron a: -

gued that the people 'lllllst bo able to aupport the govornn.,mt 

nnd the:nnelves, and that "political froedo:a is ilnpoasiblo 

without oconam.io indepondenoe , 11 

To solve tho probl of eoona:nic d r1vat1on, u•non 
propo:iod a plan whereby every poraon wilJ.in.t; to work could 

"own a job" and the goverrroont would no longer have to dole 

out money to banks, induatries, fOZ'l:lers, and soup houses . 

But the gover=ant would estnbliah colonies of voluntary 

workor-e 11ho ouJ.d she.re tho profits fra:n the 1'a:rms and in­

dustries accord.1..718 to the work they performed, The wo~k rs 

would be pnid 1n 11tbe orodits 11 that could only be apent in 

the ooloniea 1 stores, The worker would be entirely free to 

ronign at arr:, two. U1Ren wo.e opt11:11stic that his propoSt'll 

would ovontll.ll.lly be accepted , In a lotter to the editor of 

the Kingwood~ he wrote, "The reaction thuo far has 

been far more favorable than orq other t1enoure 1th wh!.oh I 

have been associated, Two of r.J.y socialist friends condc:nned 

8Portland OroP,o~..ian, !larch ll, 19.34, p , 10; interviev 
with Sheba Ra.rgreavos, llay 16, 1956. 
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it because tboy said it would '17ork e.nd tb.oroby prolong the 

life of tho pJ.>ice end pi:-ot'it syat~.n9 For sovoral years 

U'Ren sought approval foi:- tho une1:1pl~ont colony meaauro, 

but not unlike other UtRenic ideas, this, too, was not oc­

ce ted. 

Again a world war e::idod on era of protest , And U1Ren, 

now past eight,-, remained a llUIJ1 of radical ideas, but with 

:ro,, opportu.-utie::i to pJ.>osent f;hc::1 . The poot- 1ar period 

found J\rlerioa ;;:'Ql'l'ing or co.~scrvative as Ghe faced w'aa.t 

aPPearod to be a moi:-tal enemy in C=mistic Runsia . To a 

large degree what r1n:i occurring in European nnd Asia 1.c gov­

eI"Ilt1ents bee o more important thlln what \7as hap,,en!:'1.S in 

fashingto::i, D. C. oi:- in Salem, Ore.;on. 

On Jun 16, 1946, th Univei:-l.lity or Ol:'o::;on con1'01•1• d 

th honorary dei:;ree, ster of Arts 1n Public Service, on 

u•. n: "In rooosnition o:r hia pioneering contributions in 

the field of government, his long r cord or devoted sponsor­

ship of measures designed to improve public adminietrntion, 

and his inde atigable defense of democratic processes . 11 lO 

U1Ron continued a limited law practice until he gave 

9Portle.nd Oror.onian, Hay 12, 193.5, p. 7; n. A. Ila_"l'io 
(ed.), dnroyood !!cli_ (Se.ler:l, Ore,), II (June, 193.5), 21-
26. 

lO~_ixty-ninth Annual Co~'!onc ient .2£ ~ 'lJnivcrsity 
~ Orogon-;J'uiie ~l~ 





up his of'f'ice in the Oregonian building when it was dis­

=tled in 194-7. He ra::novod hio desk and books to the B!!lnll 

apartment where he and e.ry U•Ren lived. 11 In Deco::iber, 

1948, Sto.te Senator !Toubergor visited e.t the UIR hano , The 

Sena.tor listened to UIRe..~ diacuss ao:ue of' the current topics 

of the day s tho old gentla;:ian sat in his stro.ight-back 

III'!ll.Chair . !Io talked about "the c;rowing inf'luenco of' tho 

military"; and by big buainess ahould b 11 ahackled," But 

he we.a more concerned about a 1935 law that prohibited pey­

ment for oolleotil:lg signatures on petitions . Ile con.eiderod 

the law unconstitutional nncl thought he oul,.d tnlto tho oa:io 

to tho Suprene Court. eubcrger obaerved that U1Ron no•'1 

nlkod 1th a onne end thnt his Bight TfD,S 1'nil1ng, l2 

As he apnroachod his ninetieth birthday, U•Ren told e. 

reporter he expected to livo ton more years , rlhen asked 

about the paat, ho rooalled d1scussin£; direct election of' 

senators with ilson: "It was no eo.!ly taak convincin;;; Pr -

sident 11lson than !U'.1 amendl!lont to tho constitution ohould 

be introduced electing the United Stntos senators d1 4ctly 

by the people , Once he we.a aold on the idea, it got lllllOoth 

sailiilg , " A9 for th present, U1Ron told the l'eport r ho 

hoped to soo "a job for everybody and n pro1:>rietary interest 

11Intorvie with o. L. Prioe, October 21, 1955, 

12Portland Oro[)onian, December 13, 1948, p . 8. 





in tho job." AlthoU&lJ. he prai::ied the aoco.:lplisbmont of la­

bor unions i."l tho past, he contended that "now labor leaders 

are drunk with powor , They nro not doponclablo and aro re­

anonsiblo for a great doal of tho tu oil that is plaguj.ng 

tho country." Ile considered ju.rlsdictlonal disputes dis­

gracc,:f'uJ.. Tho "only thing involved in most oi' thox:i is which 

union collects tl10 duos and which busineas ac;ent gets to 

keep his job," he eaid. 13 

Tho lo51alat~e invited U1Ren to o tho guest of ti1e 

state clul•ing the 1949 sesaion, but U1Re..'l had become 111 Trith 

pnou:nonio. and wns in critical condition 1..."l. a hospital. He 

died on llarch 8, 1949, n.nd wo :monthn later, Uary U'Ren, too, 

WllB dond.14 

on tho day follo\Ti..ng U'Ron•s death, the loc;islnturo 

DUllnendod rules and unnn1::iously adopted a resolution drlli'tod 

by Richard liouborger co ending u•Ren for is co t•ibution11 

to Oregon and th nation. 15 But Al:lerioa never really boo e 

awe.re of U1Ren, Althou,,.)l his nru:ie oocas1onnlly appears in a 

history book or a book on government, ho rCl?lD.1nS "one of tho 

13Po1•tland Orer;on Jcui--nal, Jar.u 9, 1949, • 3 , 

1/~Ibid., 'nrch 15, 1~49, r• 6; ol'tland Ororoni.1111, 
Jrumary 9~9, P• l; . lf-, 191,-9, p . 19. 

15salC!a Ca"Oital Journ.nl, 1 nroh 9, 1949, p , 6. 
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holly unknown historical figures ho had tr ondous influence 

on his t e."16 

16ste o.rt u , Holbrook, ~ :si. 2£. e,;,ican History 
(!Tew York; 1946), 319. 
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