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LEARNING ABOUT POLITICS

A frail, sickly young lawyer arrived in Tin Cup,

Colorado early in 1888 to become editor of an obscure news-

paper. ciated body was at times convulsed with a

wracking cough as he went about his dquties in the small min-
ing towm. He was finally forced to geck medical care. The
doctor told him that he had tubercolosis and that he could
not live more than a few months. The only advice the doctor
gove was that he should live in g milder climate., Within a
fow weeks William Simon U'Ren, age twenty-nine, was on his
way to Honolulu to die.l

During his brief sojourn in Tin Cup,

George's Progress and Poverity, and immedlately he became a

rabid disciple of Ceorge. "I went just as crazy over the

single~tax idea as any one else ever dld," he said. "I knew

I wanted single tax, and that was about all I did know . .

Progress and Poveriy snswered many questions that plagued

the young lawyer; and here he found what he belleved to be

lPoz'tland Oregon Journal, November 18, 1927, p. ll;..

ZJmes Duff Barnett, Iuitiﬂ"ive and Reler‘endm:‘. in
Oregon (New York, 1915), lr, 5, quoted from W. 3. U'hen,
Report of Single Tax Conference, 1910, pp. 21-23.




the solution to the problems of poverty in a land of plenty.
Had not the poverty of his father, and his friends, and him-
gelf been caused by great land monopolies representing the
interests of mine owners, timber companies and reilroada?

If all land was taxed each year according to its true value,
with all improvements exempted, no speculator could afford
to hold land idle, but he would be forced to relinquish his
holdings, and the earth would again became the property of
all the people. Although the idea seemed plausible to U'Ren,
he wondered how 1t could be brought about, since the mono-
pollists who owned the land also controlled the goverrment.
UtRen had time to think on these things in the Hawalien Is-
lands, where he worked on a sugar plantation to make a living
while walting to die.

For generations the U'Rens had been blacksmiths end
preachers. They had been French Huguenots, Dutch Dissen-
ters, and for three centuries English Dissenters. Early in
the nineteenth century, U'Ren's parents came to the United
States as followers of Johmn Wesley. Fram the time of his
birth in 1859, at Lancesber, Wisconsin, Will UtRen lived in
an atmosphere of mysticlam and devotion to God. The reli-
gilon of the U'Rens did not always conform to the orthodoxy
of the Methodlsts, and eventually they drifted from the fel-
lowship of the Church, Frances U'Ren, nevertheless, road

the Bible to her children and imparted to them a gemaine




faith in God., U'Ren later said, "I was especlally fond of
the 01d Testament leaders, Hoses and the rest; I suppose
it's beecause they were never satisfied with things as they
were, but were always 1:icldmg;."3

ter a fow years in America, William Richard U'Ren
turned from blacksmithing to farming. He took his family to
Colorado, where he made several attempts to establish a
home, but due to uncertaln economic econditions and his own
instability, the family never setiled down in one place for
very long. Young U'Ren abtended school at Nevadaville, Cen-
fral City, end Blackhawl: before he had reached his tenth
birthday. In 1868, he moved with his femily to Cheyenne,
Wyoming, and four years later to a homestead in Plum Creek,
Hebragks., At the age of fourteen, U'Ren attended grange
nmeetings where he heard the farmers discuss their problems
of marketing produce snd the need for cheap money: He was
especially impreassed with the efforts of the homesteaders to
colleet taxes from non-voting absentee landholders to build

a school. He wondered if it was right to tax gbsent land-

3Lincoln Steffens, "U'Ren, the Law Giver: The Legis-
lative Blackasmith of Oregon and the Tools He Has Fashioned
for Demoeracy," American lagezine (New York), LXV (March,
1908), 5303 Burton J. Hendrick, "The Initiative and Referen-
dum, and How Oregon Got Them," licClure!s Hapazine (New York),
XXVII (July, 1911), 236,
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holders for schools they did not use, or if it was wrong for
them to hold land they did not us:e.)+

In 1876, U'Ren left home to work in the mines of
Colorado. Two years later, at the age of nineteen, he took
a job as a blacksmith in Denver and attended a business col-
lege in the evenings. After a winbter of night sechool he
read law in the office of France and Rogers and was admitted
to the bar in 1881, During the presidential election year
of 1880, he volunteered te work for the Republican party and
was assigned the task of organizing the colonies of voters
in doubtful wards, After refusing the assigmuent he asked
to be appointed special deputy to protect the Chinesec fram
mob violence as a result of riots that were oceurring deily
in the streets of Denver. However, he was informed that the
riots were staged to convince the people they should vote
for "law and order and the Repudlican Party." After he re-
ceived his credentials in law, he left Denver to practice

o
in Aspen, Gunnison, and Tin Cup.”

l"steffena "g'Ren, the Lew Giver," American lagazine,
XV (:;arc}g, 19‘035 s 5303 Portland Oregon Journal, August 19,
1932, p. O,

“Josoph Gaston, Portland: Its History and Bullders
(Chicago, 1911), II, 649-50; Alfred D. Cridge, "Wiiliam
3. U'Ren, Lawglver of Oregon and Single Taxer," Single Tax
Review (Wew York), X (March-April, 1910), 35; Steﬁ;ens,
"J'Ren, the Law Giver," American lagazine, LXV (March, 1908),
531,
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After working for a year in the Hawailan Islands,
UtRen decided that he would rather die in the United States
than to continue to live in the middle of the Paecific., He
returned in 1889 to Celifornia, where he transferred to a
ghip destined for Portland, Oregon. Bub before he left
California, a stranger handed him a pamphlet on the initis-

tive. PFor the first time, he sew a moans to the reforms he

read gbout in Progress and I’overtv.()

U'Ren went to work on a stock ranch near Bekeoven,
where he became interested in the political issues of Ore-
gon. E. W. Bingham, secrebary of the Austrglian Ballot Lea-
gue, became acquainted with U'Reni and soon he began tea-
ching U'Ren practical politiecs, In referring to refom or-
ganizations, Binghem told his young student: "Never be pre-
sident, Tever be conspicuous., Get a president and a com-
mittee; and let them go to the front. The worker must work
behind them out of sight. Be secretary." Together, Bingham
and U'Ren presenbted arguments for the secret ballot to the
Republican and Democratic conventions. The foree of their
argunents undermined the opposition to the bill, and both
conventions endorsed it. Thus committed, the legislature

pe U3

(’Portland Qregon Jowrnal, lovamber 18, 1927,
Hendriek, "The Initiative and Referendwm,” HeClure's laga-
zine, XXXVII (July, 1911), 239.




passed a secret ballot law during the 1891 aession.7

UtRen moved into a deserted cabin near Hilwaukie,
where he found a more congenial society. He worked for his
board, washing clothes and cleaning house for some of the
pecple in the commmnity. As he became more active in poli-
tics, his father, who now lived in Oregon, gave him money to
help supply his needs, U'Ren had become a spiritualist me-
dium, and he held seances in the homes of Seth and Alfred
Lewelling. The Lewellings, who owned a frult farm, hired
U'Ren to work for them. Before the end of the year U'Ren
accepted an invitation to become a one-third partner with
Seth Lewelling and his wife on a }80-acre farm, The part-
nergship lasted until 1897, when Lewelling died.e’

In addition to holding seances, the Lewellings also
held Farmers' Alllance meetings in their home, and many far-
mers from the Hilwaulkle commmnity came to discuss their
problems, At one of the meetings Alfred Lewelling gave

U'Ren a paper-covered book entitled Direct Leglslation by

Citizenship, Through the Initistive and Referendum, written

by James W. Sulliven., "I read the book through before I

( 7Steffons, "U'Ren, the Law Giver," Ameriecan Magazine,
IXV (March, 1908), 5323 Portland Oregon Journsi, December
31, 1950, ps 9e M !

Si’ortland Oregonian, January 9, 1898, p. 3; Hareh 9,
1908, p. L.
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slept that night," U'Ren recalled later,? "I forgot for the
time, all about Henry George and the single tax. .+ « « The
one important thing was to restore the law-making power
where it belongs--into the hands of the pecple." "Once give
us that," he concluded; "we could get anything we wanted--
single tax, enything.".0
Discussion of Sullivan's "Swiss System" dominated the
agenda at the Milwauklie Farmers'! Allience meetings. TU'Ren
presented a resolution at one of the meetings requesting the
state executive conmittee to invite the State Grange, the
Portland Chamber of Commerce, the Oregon Enights of Labor,
and the Portland Pederated.Trades o form a2 jolnt committee
to educate the people about direct legislation. With the
exception of Portland's Chamber of Commerce, each of the or-
ganizations sent a representative to form the Joint Coamit-
tee on Direct Legislation. They proposed to call for a con-
stitutional convention to add the initiative and referendum
to the eonstitution. The reformers considered it unlikely
that the legislagtors could ever De coerced into giving le-

glslative power to the people. The Joint Committee elected

tuve Pease, "The Initigtive and Referendum: Oregon's
:”5%5 g Stick,'" Pacific Monthly (Portland), XVII (May, 1907),
ey B

loiland;’icl-:, "The Initiastive and Referendum," lecCluré's
lagazine, XXXVII (July, 1911), 239.
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UtRen secrotary.ll 4

In 1892, the same year the Joint Committee on Direct
Legislation was organized, the Popullst party became e fac-
tor in Oregon polities. Several People's party clubs were
formed and sent delegates to county conventions., In Harch,
e state convention was called iimediately following the Far-

12

mers! Alliance Convention in Oregon City. Since many Al-
liance delegates were also delegabtes to the Populist conven-
tion, direct legislation was given a prominent role in the

Populist program, Indeed, many people joined the Populist
movement in order bo work more effectively for direct legls-

lation in a growing element of reform, Eventually the ini-

tiative and referendum "became
strong segment in the national
i1t tended to overshadow nearly

Within a year aftor the

party,

UtRea became seerstary of the state committee.

almost an obsession" with a
movement, "in whose platform
every other 1adue, "3

organization of the Populist

Al-

though he was also secretary of the Joint Committee on Di-

11Go,ston, Portland,
Paul Thanas Culbertson, "A
Referendun in Oregon® (FPh.

12

Its History and Builders, I, 565;
Histo ©

D. thesis, Department of
University of Oregon, Bugene, Oregon, 191;1), 50,

’

iative and
Higtory,

ry of the Ind

Harion Harrington, "The Popullst lovement in Oregon,"

(llaster of Art's thesis, Depariment of History, University
of Oregon, Bugene, Oregon, 1935), 33.

13John D, Hicks, The Populist Revolt (lMinneapolis,

1931), 4oB.




rect Legislation, his duties were practically the same for
both. His object was to conduct an educational campaign on
the initlative and referendum in preparation for the elec-
tion of 189l.. Although the Joint Coxmittee was heavily
weighted in favor of the People's party, they approached the
voters as being strictly non-partisan. If direct legisla-
tion was to be achieved, Democrats and Republicans would
have to vote for politicians who would support it in the
leglalature.

During the winter, the women of Hilwaukie folded and
sewed nearly seventy thousand folders, including eighteen
thousand written in G—orman.ll" UtRen wrote a geries of ar-

ticles for the Oregon City Herald explaining the history and

purpose of the initiative and rcferenﬂtum.15

In March, 189l;, Oregon City was host to the Populist
convention. After unanimously electing U'Ren chairmen, the
delegates settled dowm to the task of selecting candidates,
endorsing the Omaha Platform, and revamping the conatitution
to give a greater emphasis to the initiative and referendum.
Some perceived that the nomination of Nathen Plerce, an ex-

Democrat, was a bid for the Democratic vote and a move

ulrsteffens, "U'Ren, the Law Giver," American liaga
zine, IXV (lMarch, 1908), 533.

o
0regon City Herald, Jamuary 12, 1894, p. 1.
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toward fusion. Although the majority were opposed to fusion,
mony of the leaders, including U'Ren, considered Demoeratic
support a convenient means to reform. The speakers, however,
who were chogen from the non-fusionists, "puffed the prin-
¢iples promulgated in the Omaha Platform, cast alry persi-
flage at plutoeracy « « « and by other equally unavailing
means endesvored Yo banish sorrow from the 'haysced's! /non-
p.

fusionist! s/ hearts N

U'Ren made a strong ples for fusion a few weeks be-
fore the election. He noted that "not a popullst or demo-
erat candidate has refused to pledge himzelf to the initia-
tive and referendum." He contended that fusion was neces-
sary not only to get direct legislation but also to prevent
the Republicans from amending the Australian ballot out of
existcnce.17

Ten Populists won seats in the legislature in the ge-
neral slection. Although the Republicans won large majori-
tles in both houses, the Populists were encouraged by the
galns they had made since 1892, In addition to the Popu-

lists end Demoerats, scme of the Republicans had promised

léPortland Oregonisn, Mareh 16, 189l, p. 1; Roseburg
Review, lMarch 19, iﬁAiﬁ«, Py 1, 33 Harrington, "The Populist
fovement in Oregon," 59, 00.

LTportiand Oregonian, May 8, 189l, p. 2.
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to support the proposal for a state convention., Indeed a
majority of the legislators had promised U'Ren to vote in
favor of refcmu.l8 He lobbied for five weeks in Salem dur-
ing the legislative sesslon in an attempt to make them keep
their word. But some of the leglslators who he thought
would support his measure, voted against it. It lost by one
vote in each houso.l9

UtRen learmed valuable lessons about polities while in
Salem, He came to lmow the Important politiciaens in the
state and how they stood with one another, Joseph Simon,
president of the Senate, was largely responsible for defeat-
ing the constitutional convention proposal. A Republican
from Portland, Simon was ambltious to become a United States
senator, but needed the support of the Oregenian, and he was
not the QOregonian's firat cholece.

The editor of the Oregonian, Harvey W. Scott, was one
of the most influential Republicans in Oregon. He had been
editor of the Oregonian since 1865, "when it was a feeble
broadside,"” end had developed it into one of the most impor-

tant newspapers on the west coast. The editorts influence

18Harrington, "The Populist Movement in Oregon," 66;
Steffens, "U'Ren, the Law CGiver," Americen liagazine, LXV
(Marech, 1908), 533.

19030@03 City Courier, May 22, 1896, p. L3 Steffens,
E'Ren, the Law Giver," Americen Nagezine, LXV (larch, 1908),

533.
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was the strongest among the farmers, Indeed, it has been
compared with Horsco Greeleytls influence in the farming
areas of the East. Yet one of the few political powers in
the Republican renks that he eould not control or destroy
was the political machine of Jobn Hs Mitchell.

United States Senator Mitchell had a2 devoted follow-
ing in Oregon who distrusted the Portland politicians. Al-
though Mitchell's Republicanism was not very different fram
Seotbts, their personal differences divided the mejority
party of Oregon. From 1073 until his death in 1905, Nit-

chell was elected to the Senate four times. Just prior to

his death he was Implicated by Unlted States Distriet Attor-

]

ney Francls J. Heney for fraudulent conduet in disposing of

¥

timber in Oregon.

A newcomer to Oregon politics in 1895 was Jonathan
Bourne, Jr., who succeasfully cambined silver-Republicans,
Demoerats, and Populists to defeat the gold-standard Repudb-
lican senator, Joseph N. Dolph, for re-election. During the
last days of the session a compromise cholce, George W. Mo~

Bride, was elected. Bourne, a wealthy lNew England adven-
turer, ceme to Oregon in 1680, and after studying law en-
tered polities for the enbtertaimment 1t provided. Brventually,

however, he became serious asbout polities and gave his means







to pramotie the cause of r sPors, 20

Will U'R

obgserved

eal noviece,

‘]

20y ndrick, "The Referendum," MeClure's

Hagazine, XXXVII (July,













@

e Clacl
Llaciana
e







anitaidian. »
roads,

Il e

lver Repu

i .
b ohodymen » Pobyis &
Gy cholx e, Fenruar as

strenuousl;

Party Post and paper







0l The oomma

24

i%ve







auendment to the

ardes. George

On Harch 20 and 27

. 1 - J S e - T » e
taken,"” Genersl Weaver was o

out "when threats were

pndl

Pluboerat. Weaver

734

gith







=

UlRen

lowed

to them." The motion was passed.
. P

feet pleading for the right

sacred r

the people

teo

4 oo % and atoto
ion for and state le
reapected, Age 10 Was

t and hotly remsriced;

as as /Fie/

varty

48 pon
clon

for Congress.

UtRen continued to push

an. speeches.

o
12301em Dally @

liarch 27,




L —



s b ga e B v . TP
session, when

was built

- E g on ommade P 3 TMmltad S+tntas "
would support for the Unlted States Sen

Senator,

o support of

S "
cee. X
- — TR "
Sen men in o« X1

the moment many Paniilicts
the momen nany Populists

ablicans,

largely eontrolled by gold

AT AR R R avia ¢ e
POLLTICIANS § .

Portl







the editor of the O
i

on of the so-called "Portland geng,” Sena-

nees were good,

ne,; Jrey of Portland,

Bourne, an avowed

to pushing Hitchell's political

served as secretary of the Repub

Young, who was a personal friend of Bourne,

Ren
nen I

e's candidaey.

this plan and used his influence to persuade the party to en-

r

[ ")
(]
B
2
@
e}
°
o
@
-
)
=
o
3
o
]

ugh there was considerable objection from

John C. Young
lany years.







iz a

was becomling less acute: The

wrd § %o Nera oo sannly Tn
with the Demoorats early in

Yopu
Hay to discuss
acceptable to both
to substitute other
to the

undey-

gvand

oon:

were

challer
ter,

mas

the

B .

7portiand Ore







o

YR.LlL

a2

o9







a cay or

noasted

house, 1 three and the Re-
publicans, for
United States Congres

2

ning when mis

.
CLPoy

Courder, June 5,







aa6ri!
rifice of







tilan

‘optland Orogonien







hell in

lcated tk

openly oppeosed o refom

Mitehell believed he had pled

caning legislature to get reelected; including three Popu-

a
- 27 g

list wvotess While it was true that he had beem a

Republiecan, now the party definite gstand against
silver, and he believed it was more politiec to mend poli

s 3
eal fences in the nation's capltal than to support silver.

After MeKinley'a victory in liitchell was strad-

the fence on silver and ref

money question. Bourne was pre

publicans to Hitchell unless Hitchell should use hisg

influence the regu

2TLute Pease, "The
tick ,'" The Pacific ! on'.v 1
1907, Sbb; Lincolir SLOZ‘ A.Js
tive Blackami
ioned for Democra i b
(March, 1508), 533 Burton J.
Ref'ore n*m, and w Oregon Got !
(New York), XXVII (u.z";”, yl_L), y
Origin of Direct Legls a':lon 1;1
thesis, Department of Histo
\)I“"O“, 1929), 61, 624 Thuse write
*.;‘Ron alleu on Mitchell
given & promise to support the
"'..’all, Senator,! he eg*&.,,
tai: be olected.
‘ops Yo

e . v 2
he gau Giver: The







gn menage

Bouwrne had. worked very hard before

ow Bourne had to work

liltchell, t wes eonceded that if

Hitehell woul elected

did not

Scott could

Joseph Simon to work for H

Silver Republicans had been double-crossed as

Populists; and,; of course, the three Democrats

.







to make a deal

to achieve Populist objects.

to support Bowrme as spealer of the House and defeatb I

chell, in exchange for suj

oregentation on election boa

to give Pop

anti-iitchell Republlcans pramised the Populists to support
”O
their reform measures in 1899

n

UtRen had talked with both Bourne and S8imon before the

legislative session had sbtarted to make plens to dofeat Mit-

then called o meeting of Clackamas

n Oregon City to test his

UtRen was sure of Ogle, but Repres

Kruse had plammed to vote for Witchell., Pressure was

to bear on him at the meeting; and Mitchell lost one of

three "Pops. A few days later Young

line with Populist policy. He stated
the Popullsts would not vote for Hitchell but would probably

20, -

“78alem Weeoltly Capitel Journ z*, d&.lll.l;’?‘ 1 ln‘{, De
33 portland mw“c::_'.n_., memr; Oy
"U'Ren, The Law Giver," American L

)3,; .

3toffens,
(--.‘..L‘Cll, 4 ,@Q }s

31\)\;!,;.['4. ens, "U'Ren, the Law Giver,"
XV (._L\I‘C ls (/' )
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for gelf, and $250 as for

not keep his prunise even

e 4414 ¢ \ .ty N
P U0 MONYY .

PE Won o
TS wWas 8

©

funda

roprinted.

slators had vory

uoney

Yy or il o %y w113 it e ahl 4
anged, they would not be able to

Bourne hired & "steward”™ and a co

st food was gserved, and
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re provided for

anti-Mitchell aud pot ntial enti-

many deals were I

Hitchell men. role in

I e
g0

the success of the hold-up.

On the ninetecnth a letter

signed by fourteen Populists. It contained an explanation

of why the Populists were not helping the

ans to organize. They believed that the only way to get

the initiaetive and referendum, the election bill, and the

L6

ne for the speakership.,™

istration vill was to secure B

The next morning Representative Vaughan star the

day by malking a motion "that since the absent members of the

1 3 P ~ 3 N P

house had not been heard from for o week t governor be noti-

fied that they are dead." Later when a 1

sabor whe s 2
wber who was writ-

Ing objected that he couldn't concentrate because Somers and

1o
i

th were debating, the House adjourned.

A newspaper, enjoying the hold-up, reported condit

in the legislature in the followi

£ manner:

| YT - 3 3 ," Oveg -
est, "Reminiscence and Anecdotes Oregon
SS2R0
torical guarterly, LIXI (June, 1950), 10u, Hendriclk,
Initlatlive and le ferendum," UeClure's Ma XVII
(July, 1911), 218.

1zine, J

l'“Salm Weckly Capital Journal, Jamary 2!

3

L Tportlend Oregoni n, Jemuary 20, 1297, p. 1.







the Portland
oni,
the atreet, and the regu

But U'Ren exp 1
And Joseph now shelkes iy
How these are the facts, wyg awallt Bowrne's ax;
While the deadlock is on."V

loaded,

The second Tuesday saw no queorum in the lower house.
As long as Davis romained temporary speaker no motions could
be passed except to adjourns But if those who wanted to or-
ganize, met and elected a spealker, then liitchell could be
nominated. Then both houses could declare him elected and

it would be up to the United States Senate to accept

Mitchell had friends in Washington. The quorum problem

would be

alified

two-thirds of those q

3

and willing, to or

& quoru, To lend 4

ity and presg-

tige to this move, & letter from Hitchell's friend,

George F. Hoar of Massachusetts, was produced, which con-

A ] o NS R e Lo
curred on the legality of the House orgeanized in this manner."
Of course the problem of getting the state Senate to recog-
nize the rump House was yet to be solved.

Temporary Speaker Davis was in his seat when the

chellites took over. The Chief Justice !

sworn

a
)'F"'Snlcznz Daily Capital Journal, Je 20, 18597, p« 1.

e
"Salem Oregon Daily Statesman, January
13 Salem Dally Capital Jourt 1L, January 21 P







in the

were ap
ing as
stalrwa
unruffl
was esc

stairs.

you not

ras adjourned. Howevoer,

orted by Representatives Bilyeu and

steady voice; "In the name of the state

toriecal

said was "out of order® as he watched

£ the

wore not

of force to prevent Davis from

but rather they e

the Davis

ht the leaders

Benson House plotted to keep Davis out of the spe

oL Tt

force, Ton1:

n from the 8S8alem police force
pointed assistant sergeants-at-arms: The next morn-

the members of both factions arrived

ys to the speaker's rostrum guarded. Davis remained
g

ed; though grim, as he approact

The sergeant-at-arms called out

to go up those

Davis asked, "I

do you attempt to prevent me from taking the speaker's

iest, "Reminiscence and Anecdotes,"

gonien,

LIII (Junc, 15 /)-‘,), 1003 Portland Ore-

23 +0Y¢s Do

Jar







plot to use fox

leadeors, ich resulted in a

Davis proceeded to the chalr,
For the next five weeks
The Davis House adjourned each

the mzup

16 business of a regular

trod bills, debating, and passing on them.

While the two faect

ona of the lower house were bt

to organige or to avold organizing, the Senate was grinding

out bills each day. Since they

orgenized ths genators

would be paid, and

unds could be ol

Journ their clerical

the question

of recognizing the rump House was

was able to get enc

that something had to be done lmme

feat was certain, In the Bemson

and uncert

prevailed at each day's session. It was difficult to

ministers willing to pray “over

Oregonian, Jaxmary 26, 1897, p. 1; Salem

‘__...-..._-. s 71

Daily Capital Journal, Jamuary 22, 1097, p. 4.

C%

223alem Dally Cepital Jowrnal, February 1, 1897, p. l.







never became a factor, as

o would De

as only one

. nator w 1
senaver wenv

) 3

Weat, gecence and
rical Quarterly, I (June, 1¢
rical Qu orly, L s »
o "“-"r""—"p nan
Februery L, 10, 11, 1097, p. 1.

ecdotes," Oregon

50), 101; Portland Ore







ieially

could not off

it quit on the sec

the Davis House met for the

resolution swx the proceed!

ing how the split to nrevent

was unanimou

T A 4 ot ad 1)“
douse adjourned.

ortland Orogonian, Harch







CHAPTER III

REFERENDUN UYRER

U'Rent's part in stopping goverr

ing the hold-up added notoriety to

A legislat

£

nsible 1

slation m

B
&
<
(o]
-

=

a responsib

islature

was not the

glven a free

He alone

ed to the eambarressment

b

the editor wondered why U'Ren had not appeared in

0

regon City as often as he did before "the great chestnut

pulling game at Salem," IHad ion "ugsed him as a tool to







pull the Corbettt ehestnuts out of the fire," and now he had

oW

to give "his Populist brethren . . . the cold shalke®? the

i

2
editor asked.“ U'Ren in

any comnection wi

Corbett or the b;mlss.3

A day of reckoning came for U'Ren on

He met with the Populist Central Committee and

were interes

in Oregon City. He was on trial

Populist brethren. How much money had he gotten?

vided by the enemies of Mitchell, and fifty dollars from hi
father, He denled the charge he had made a perscnsl fight
with Mitehell. A stern rebuke came from Charles Spence.

"You were sent there to do your hone

duty, and prevent to
the utmost of your abllity vicious legislation. You were

soent there to do something; nol mothing. ¢« + &+ Now welve

1
+

e

got to defend your conduct."”

He began by retell-

sures of the Populists; Bournets

lJose"ph Simon would have supported H. W« Corbett, the

banker, for United States senator.

o ] . -y . v
“Oregon City Enterprise, Harch 12, 1897, v. L.

31vid., March 19, 1897, pe L.

April 2,







chell, Then game

chance for Simon

candidacy. DBourne agreed to support reform 1

exchange for Populist support for the speakerts chair. Th

Populist legislation was group

U'Ren ergued, matter
of a minority holding wp
equally dividing the House, As for the Populists now having

to de

If honest

Tavors

rar w\»ﬂ-s

have no

party organizati

believe 1f the Populists ha

the legislature for 20 they would be

the republicans are now

The Oregon Cit;

endorgsement meetings across

usually officially

teste came from Important Populist leaders, and

in effect at least,; often censured. In the Hedf:







and Record, was so bellicose
1 243 , 1 2 2 o
that the city marshal had ¥o intervene to prevent violence.

the hold-up session soon faded

Public ex

during the econonlc

the virtues of fusion with Democrats.

sion meent a bett

portunity to

Republicans were divided over whet

call an extra session. Governor William P,

ited S

e banker, H. W Corbett, to the

the Senate favored Joln Mitchell, and there was 2 guestion

of ether Corbett's core

he had not

-

ine

sion to be ongress convened

ady

Joe Simon

Bourne and the silver R

not the reat of ti

e Populists; to

push® firc co:iin;;.{ In December

Enterpri

601'ogon City

Bourne, Jr., I
91 .CJ-J‘.C rapl

TJoseph ion to Jonathan
A 5 E -~ ~l £
August 30, 1897; November 24, 1







issue and

tion in a uwnion effort to def

Bourne adamantly inslisted that fr

| the principal pletform,

ted in more votes for

B

an all the

vear
yea

1897 ended, down,

Politlecal storms broke upon the state as the new year

rly started. On January

by the United States Senate.

encouragod to contime effo:
The Pom

publicans, The

ary

Young and Seer

lists Incan attempt to

Stevens,

for malk

ng a deal Young stou

motiveas as being honest in the best interest of the
party. Young tormed the anti-fusionist old guard as "men

who are populist as a mattor of prin

R







Some months eariler,;

ized and

the Stevens
the s County P

Btevens's charges; Seth Lewelling's s

She reealled

arose to spea

the Lewelli

eatate and Iinore

tho

- -
ive uae vwenvy

a desk that

1ot he had cons Jde Ca
N . 11 -
t he L8~

wt to angwer

hat he had done

cessary to achieve the cbjectives of the

ably meant that he had done what had to do to

).-‘ort;lc;ld Oregonian, December 10, 1097, p. 10s







The Democrats couldn't ¥

urred the fusion tlcket would

Badiit o et 1a11ats wonle
votes and socilalists would

oy . ox

2oy ey & " " amdad tha o
votes, He conbtended that su

% ¢ -~ AP VM1 eéalal e A ety ™
cause of Kitehell and the I

old 11

cra

tieth to make

allowed to
to cle

and that the

parpose was o

ten stood on ene side of the door

9, 1898, p, 1, 3, I
g practice whet
of political

117)' 'Ren to Bourne, Jamuary 17, 1898; Jamary 22, 1898

Bourne






at-arms 1 the other.

an "approbriocus epithet. UtRen hi

.

with a elenched fist.

blood. The &

. a
nd strug-

A4

gled briefly before Steve:r

that the convent!

convent instead of on the

yould show the I 1wt want fusion.
two-hour debate U'Ren's motion lost. Tho discussio

issue

vable g B Vaunce @

UtRon were defeated on

Four di

1 s Du 0.







chairman,

He sald h

become a Democratilc

ter resignation Young ended all service Yo the partiy.”

On February 0, 1

Clackamas County Central Comuitteec.

he would

give up all

for direet atlon because of Tusion,

amounced

he would work in the ranks by stumy county for

12
cause of party prinecipl in the election.™
By Mareh l; U'Ren had retwrmned frau a speaking tour.

He presented the conditions on which the Po

with the
lists rust be al
Ho felt that he had been too hasty and should have used a

"soft glove" h the fusionists, e

however, bitterly to atf

whoe he believed had soléd out
UtRen's change of heart po

party snd made possible his nomir

state convention was held in







cont

the

to hold

1

GlCiKeT. 4]

Inated

position on the t
got three, the si

ang two, and the Demccrats

but conceded it

14 vmat
40 mastv

the demcerats

Portlend Oregonlan sneered i

gsop is thrown to them," U

that

nosing as a Populist and was suppo

Sylvester Penr

oyer,; bui

go interp

squabbles to make a deter

State Senate against the Republican Ceorge Bro

nmlists once

The

ealled on "Cy

ecampaigns The escentric orator

. 2
grip he used 1896,

of Thomas Jefi{

to earry

Wportlar

o

¢« The middle-of-the-

@

Ve

be

G

the "Damocrata take

1y
iX

Ren reamained with the
r governor and

ket.

r Ro-

g was

-0

Deno-~

Davis to

axnoe

1 volumes

appeared







were

more votes

than

in Clackamas County; but

tide had turned againat the Populist the voters

returning the traditional party politicians to

The middle-of-tho-road Populists received only a small token

It would seom that U'Ren had foreseen what would

happen v

in

nating

the eollapse of the party became Immi

fend as few poor

along w

The question reu he ran for the Senate

than a

fouse. It would appear

i

could have won

the House, but the Sena

been held clever Republican who was almost

be continued in office: Was U'Ren sacy

ficed by party lead-

ers who had taken a dim view of hias actions in the

session, or had they counted on his popula

i< |

to upset Brownell? BEv

s vietory over U was due as mach to

lack of party harmony amn

ng the Populists as to any

Y £, .
1898, p. O3 y9







be opposed

that Browne

the senator
agreed, He explained

to vote for it

keep their

burden of catech
rosolution would

iation measures







While promises

asary Lo successful lobbying,

have a Imack for logrolling and trading votes, 1t is the
control of public opinion thet is the most effective device
to keep legislators in line. TU'Ren's propaganda offorts

through the Joint Committee on Direet Legislation had suc-

cessfully educated the people sbout t

ferend In an article written for tho Direct Legislation
Record, he estimated that two years previously not more than

one in a thousand in Oregon lmew about the initiative and

reforendum and now three-fourtha of the people favored di-

roct legislation reform,““

During the spring of 1898 the N

tional Direct Leg

lation L

e recognized U'Ren's importance to the movement
by electing him to the Nabtional Execubtive Committee. He had

become Imown to the natiomal moven

1t through publicit

had been given In the Direct Leglslation Record concerning

his part in the hold-up session, He had previocusly dis-

cussoed the hold-up in the Record, as being an "example of

the fallure of representative govermment" and suggested no

O

le if the people could vote

hold-up would have been possib

on the acts of the legislature.“”

22ypect Legislation Record, V (Mareh, 18938), 1.

L’ZI.'blCi., IV (June, 1897), 113-1l;
1898), 1.







a1

Politica

possible the contix

ion that was orga

2o 2%

in 1092, The

bor, Farmers'! Allisnce, and Populist party were no longer

sufficiently organiged to carry on the fight for refor

different approach was necessary to

Llon should

be nonepartisan. Fusion had robbed the Populists of thelr

Democratic ticket, a fusionist

oad ticket, direct

that many Republicans would support

Republican. Tavored wrging

» own party if necessary and sup-

port a more candidate who favored the initiative an

refore

While U'Ren Salem during

seasion, & meeting

League, The new orge

3‘3~’x ))”
Oregon,’

lation Record, V (Septasber, 18593)
ibid., V (Dccm“,ur, 1898}, ¢







Direct Legl

League of Oregony¢ D. C, Shermian was

elected president, and U'Ren took his usual posi

retary. A seventeen-mar was electod,

11

1o nd
all parcies and

to work and

a party issue., They plammed to circulate
ture, write letters to editors, and make speeches until

constltutional amendment would be passed.

City and working lation League

a

U'Ren bided his
lecing law in Oregon
ropaganda s

U'Ren was forced to face the guestion

of ethics ir olities, George Ogle had been his
closest friend,; a brother Populist, and a Clack County
colleague in the 1089 latures Just before turn of

the new year, O diod end U'Ren was asl

rted

Tort

»" and he gave to

loved ones agein in heav

The next day 1 horses and

] > Mimn
Ref arendium

2N "

Wiy L ]

Pease, "'he Inltiative and R
’

XViT (;ia,r, 1907), 5673 Cul 308,
tive and Referendum in Oregon,® 03.

- . -,
‘-(Orc[;:on City Courder-Herald, Jamary O, 1099,

is "words were full of come

. £ gseelz
assurance ol sgeecly

he cemetoryy

g

rode







Ogle had be

@

the enemies of

over

"aa

represented political plunder and corruption at

But U'R

waatv he

1t neither personal gain nor

the moral

aiswe

honorable, but I'1l trade off

ing for that.”

things a not
Gllings are nov

t choose our

worth that price:" Ut

human instruments political

we have passed some legal tools to do it w

The two men

quarrelled

m went to

lobby at S

Popullist Chailr

and U'Ren went to

Marys 1 Eruse, representa-

Clac

in the lower

¢
B
o
-t
B

ver," American Magazine,

XV (liarch, 1908), 5306-37.







schoo

votes: U'Ren gave Brownell

U'Ren returnec

ok werr O e elt nasmmed of
February 9 He felt assured of

seek to dofeat it in the 1

30

ian 150 .

I Thompson, "
gon," 73; Steffens, '

Daily State







From Oregon C!

vy he began an all-gut effort to aprea

the gospel of direct legislation everywhere. The secretary

of the Non-Partisan Direct Legislation League wrote h of

the literature that the sgtate

office he opened in

Although the next election was more than a year away,

was getiing underway. TU'Ren wrote an article

stating that the recent legislature had done well but ¢

1 4

few poor laws w enacted that would not have been passed

under the inltictive

nd referendums He wrote about a thou-

them to support

candidates who were up for reelection and w

right on direct legislation,

urged the voters to accept candidates who were

submit the vroposed

’w., .Lg li‘.,mgl sum,c. H ‘.‘_J 111

the fir .)t legilslature, trading VOuCJ,
it, always ing good-natured at &
who voted for 1t because they were con

feated."

City Enterprise, April 7
and Relerendws,” Peci i"c

TThe Init

’ and
May, 1907),







The most powerful newsp

support the measuro, Harvey

ect

end politicians wore

resolution if not whole-hearted

politically and commerei

office holders began to realis

politicall;

had once thoug!

would 1

it necessary to vote

a public a vote or a

BUe, nNor ¥ bo necess:

to

get reformus,

rafteors

have to the prospect of

submit

support the R

thelr strong su;

)
34utRen, "The Initi
na, XXIX (March,
teferendium, "







to vote for

Af'ter the election, U'Ren went to South Africa to

settle the estate of a relative who had recently died, He
went first to London; then to Johannesburg While in Africa

ng among the Boers, and he was convi

the English cause.

eved that

wbing for equal rights and not for con-

It was tho Boer, he believed,; who was violating

f men. When he left South Africa he went

to New Orleans and arrived in Oregon on New Year's day,

1901, 36

Before leaving

tablished a law partner

Christian Schuebel in Ore-

gon City. Schuebel shared his beliefs in reform and had
worked with reform movament. The arrangement with Schuebel

. 2
permitted UIR to be absent from the law oi‘i‘ice.)7

Again in 1901, €I gislature was faced wi

r_agc.m s

3°crc”ou City Enterprise, Jamuary
n City Courler er-Herald, Januery L, 1901,

37uzwg:on City Courier-Ierald, Januwary l, 1901, pe 3.







smbitious John H, Hitehell was the
his olections Though opposed by Or
Hitchell was popular with the

But HMitchell had opposed the

ing the hold-up and now was

3

dun has pogsed the house."40

There was

vote in both houses of the ture.

The Repub

voted unanimously <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>