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CEAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Seouthern California is faced with a predominance
of two races of people in its schools. Mexicans have
been a large proportiomn of the population and are in-
ereasing yearly so as to make the problem of dealing
with them in the schools acute. Due te this very large
number of lMexican children and because of any inter=
national problem that might arise, it becomes the pure
pose of the scheools to make of them the best possible
oitizens. Segregation inte separate schools has been
suggested as a solution to this problem. In the hepe of
bringing to light some pertinent facts on the relative
advantages and disadvantages of separate instruction for
Mexican sohool children, this thesis has been written.

Purpose of the study. The material in this thesis

is not meant to be an attack upen the Mexicans but rather



thet of a constructive analysis. This is dene in the
hope of bettering their social and educational oppor-
tunities. Under the existing conditions it seems im-
probable that the Mexican schoel children can expleit
their talents because of the feeling of repression
caused by their language handicap, home conditions, and
economiec status in the community.

The sccial outlook for the average Mexican is
much different than that for the average white child. His
philesophy must be different. The attitude of the white
population toward him is not in his favor, which in it~
self narrows his economic and educational possibilities.
It is such disadvantages as these which face the average
Mexican child which makes it apparent that a study is
needed which may point the way to a more adequate method
of dealing with them,

There is a large proportion of people in southern
California who believe the Mexicans are an alien race that
should be segregated socially. This has been accomplished
by designating certain sections where they might live and
restrioting these sections to them. Upon investigation of
the mental ability and moral characteristics of the aver-
age Mexican school child it is evident that this is a con-
dition which is advantageous toc both the white and Mexi-

can child. Segregation also into separate schools seems to




be the ideal situation for both parties concerned.

It is the purpose of this study (1) to note the
relationship between the I.Q. and the school achieve-
ment of the boys and girls in the all-Mexican and all-
white schools which are in operation in southern Calif-
ornia; (2) by means of a questionnaire submitted by the
writer to administrators for information on school
progress, social adjustments and home conditions of their
pupils; (3) to study the effect upon the Mexican school
children in the segregated schools as to progress, re-
tardation and achievement in contrast te pupils in the

nen-segregated schools.

Sources of data, This study contains a brief sur=-
vey of the literature dealing with Mexicans and their prob-
lems for the purpose of measuring background, culture,
attitudes, interests and soeial mores of the Mexican chil-
dren. The literature in the field consists partly of that
dealing with Mexican-Indian background and history. There
are a few published materials on psychology of the Mexican
end further materials which deal with the environmental
conditions of the llexioan in the United States and Mexico,

Various reports were useful, such as the Report of

the Commissioner General of Immigration; Annual Report of



the Pan-American Conference; Reports by the Los Angeles
City end County Police Departments,

Further data were collected by means of a study of
data dealing with Mexican morality, and field trips of
observation., After e comparison of the I.Q.'s of the boys
and girls and moral and environmental conditions a fur-

ther comparison was made of their soeial adjustments.

Assumptions. Though the general practice of sepa=-
rating the Mexican children into schoels of their own is
not widespread in southern California, there are some
isolated districts that have experimented with the plan.
In these districts, they have developed the all-Mexican
and the all-white schools. Upon investigation it was found
that there was a decided lack of published reports deal=-
ing with the problem of Mexican school children under such
segregation.

It became evident at the outset that the schools are
confronted with the problem of dealing with groups of
children of different racial characteristics, with differ-
ent intellects and different emotions. Schoel adminis-
trators are becoming increasingly aware of the personality
problem because they realize that childhood is the periocd
of greatest opportunity for the adjustment of the indi-

vidual teo his environment.



It should be pointed out again that in suggesting
segregation for the lMexican children, there is no thought
in this thesis that they are an unwanted people. Economi-
cally they have been beneficial to southern Californies
and their welfare and progress should be protected. How-
ever, in later chapters it is pointed out that lMexicans
seem to possess some undesirable attitudes and character-
isties. It will alsc be shown in later chapters that seg-
regation into separate schools will help to change some of
thelr attitudes and characteristics so as to benefit both
the Mexican and white child,

The development of correct attitudes toward the soe-
ial order in which we live and economic security sre prob-
lems which have become more acute than ever before. The
Mexican child has the same right to these outlooks as any
other child. It is assumed that by segrezation and proper
teaching methods, by those in charge who are oompetent and
in sympathy with the problem, this will become possible to
achieve.

Normal school progress which may be expected of the
white children is above the ability of the average Mexican.
Faced with goals within his ability and in a segregated
situation, where he is at home, he will progress and expand
educationally as well as socislly. The problem of keeping
up with the white children is a problem with which the

average Mexican is not able to cope. Due to this con-




dition, habits of work and mental attitudes are fostered
in the Mexican child which are not desirable.

To make the Mexican child a useful citizen of this
country it is necessary to give him the opportunities of
achieving this without the burden of competing with the
white child. Segrezation into separate schools would not
be a hardship to the Mexicam child but would rather be a
boon to him and his future.

The tone of the school must be 1n harmony with that
of its pupil population. Withe mixed population it is
necessary to change that tone to meet the new average. This
variation of progress is as unfair to the white child as it
ie to the Mexican.

There is the health problem to be faced also by thess
children. It will be shown in later chapters that the lMexiecan
children are faced with melnutrition due to their type of
food and its preparation. Physically this causes a disadvant-
age to the lMexican and is the main reason for their retare=
dation. Mexicans in physical competition with the white child
has a severe handicap. Specifically stated then, the assump-
tions made in this study are: (1) there is a need for more
objective data on segregation; (2) schools sre an advantageous
place to attack the problem of assimilation presented by the
Mexican; (3) Segregation has certain advantages and disad-

vantages for the Mexican; (4) segregation into other schools




has certain advantages for the whites,

Arees of investigation. Some of the problems
that will be discussed in the following chapters will be:

(a)

(v)

(e)

Social

1. Do Mexican children have as high moral
standards as white children?

2. Does the Mexican or white child have the
best record of school attendance?

3. Are the Mexioan children gaining the right
sooial attitudes in the schools?

Health

1. Do Mexican or white ochildren have the more
contagious diseases?

2. Do the Mexican or white children have the
more minor defects that might lead to
ma jor contagious diseases?

Scholastie

l. Do Mexican children of mixed groups
achieve more in school considering in-
telligence?

2. Do Mexican children of mixed groups show
better grade placement considering ac-

celeration and retardation?




THE PROBLEM RESTATED

It becomes therefore, the problem of this study,
first, to determine the nature of the Mexican schoel
¢ehild and his place in the schools of southern Calif=-
ornia; and second, to point out the possibilities of
segregated or separate schoeols for this racial group as
an approach to making better citizens of the Mexicans.



CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

To understand the Mexican adult and child it is
hecessary that their background be known. In order teo
draw conclusions there should be a definite knowledge of
the race with which this thesis is concerned. In acknowl-
edging this, a brief genealogy is printed.

Background or genealogy. In the morthern part of
Mexico there are two distinet types of Mexican, the mes~

tizo and the peon. The mestizos are a mixture of Spanish,
French and Indien bloed, while the peon is & mixture of
Indian and Mexican blood.

The northern portion of Mexico, ineluding lower
California, was the region of savage peoples--except the
Pueblo Indians of the Hila and upper Rio Grande whose
oculture approximated that of the peoples of the southern

area., Suffice it to say that southern Mexioco was largely
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populated by Indians who had known Mayan and Aztec
e¢ivilization and culture. Those of the north were of
the Nahua stock whose tendencies were nomadic like the

desert nomad--dirty, shiftless and laay.l

Language. It will long remain one of the marvels
of history that a mere handful of Spanish cavaliers and
priests were able to spread their language among the In-
dians of northern Mexico. The backbone of Mexico is still
Indian.? This was undoubtedly made possible by the fact
that Mexican geography separated about ten or twelve diff-
erent race stocks, or tribes. In those days it was also
difficult to communicate and travel in order to adopt a
uniform language for all of the Mexican Indians. As a
matter of fact, it is found that as late as 1864 there
were fifty-two distinct Mexican langusges. It remained for
the Catholic FPather to travel from one geographical sub-
division to the next throughout the state of Mexico, es-
tablishing stations and trade routes. In order to ac=-

complish this, he found it necessary to teach the lang-

1Vsrnon MceCombs, "Over the Border", Los eles
Council of Home Missions Yearbook, Vel. XIT (1 2 D 186,

2
Ernest Gruening, Mexioco and its Heritage (New
York: The Century Prea;, 1928), p- 125.
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uage to all of these with whom he came in contact,
Spanish, then, after years of toil became the accepted
language of the Mexican Indian.3

Mexican culture. The entire history of the Mexi-
can Indian is rather uncertain, and the records are com=-
posed partly of fact and partly of myth. However, through
the years, beginning with 245 A.D., evidences of various
degrees of culture have been found.

The Spanish conquest by Cortez followed. During this
period the Spaniards made a definite attempt to establish
Buropean culture in lexico, which left a most lasting im-
pression upon the culture of the Mexicen Indian,

The next great period of development in the history
of Mexico came about through the desire of Napoleocn to
seize the rioches whioh were then thought to be inherent in
Mexico. This resulted in whole companies of Fremch being
imported into Mexico. The royalty itself, headed by Maxi=-
milian, followed the Fremch army. In 1864, Maximilian was
orowned in Mexico City. During the short period of French
influence, asnother era of culture was established. History

reports at this time that a Mexican here, Juarez, aided by

suanuel Gamio, The Mexican Immigrant (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1951), p. 35s
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the arrival of the United States army, overthrew the
French government.% Maximilian's assassination ended
the Frenoh influence in lfexico up to this day. Juarez
was followed by other great leaders of the Mexican people,
ineluding President Diaz. It has been noted by historiens
that none of these leaders has been capable of commanding
the respect of a majority of the people for very long.
There is one singular fact, however, which is outstanding:
that in spite of the attempt to introduce European culture
and control, never has the power been out of the hands of
the Indian masses. This power has ewed 1ts control te the
numeriocal predominance of the Indian type in the popula=
tion. This is also true because of the predominance of Ine
dian physical and mental traits in the mass of the mestizos
and to the greater adaptability of the Indian to the eli-
matic and food conditions.5

The effect of a peculiar communism of the Mexican
Indien is in itself responsible for the third basic fact
of Indian psychology; the love of and mastery by leaders
and personalities. Shirking respomsibility, the Indian

sought ever to find for himself masters who would essume

"!(ocalbs, op. eit., p. 14.

Swallace Thompson, The People of Mexico (New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1921), p. 68.
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it. Before the conquest he had been a slave to his self-
appointed priests, and went to war at the caprice of his
ruler. In Spenish days he offered himself as a weapon and
as a tool to the tyrannies which the situation nurtured
and developed from the human selfishness of his new mas-
ters.®

This Indien tendency toward irresponsible communism,
and this Indien willingness to shift every responsibility
to the shoulders of any leader, combines to perpetuate and
to explein the intellectual domination of the Spanish ele-
ment in the outward appearance of the Mexico of today.
This Spanish influence has sought, through all the years
and all the changing governments of Mexico, to destroy In-
dienism by the expedient of replacing tribal and kin re=
lationships with a white national ideal. This effort has
failed with equal consistency and the root of its failure
is in a psychological condition which is basically racial.

Always there has been on the part of the more in-
telligent Mexican, a realizetion of the racial battle in
the Indian and mestizo mind. The Spaniard sought to elimini-

nate the conflict by racial amalgemation; & plan whose

8pe Lara Gutierrez, The Mexican People, Their
Str le for Freedom (Chicago: Doubleday Page and Company,
1587?, P« Ba
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fallure today is virtually complete,

Since Spanish times all effort toward harmonizing
the two elements has been undertaken on the prineiple
that the Indien, as the lower race, must and would ul-
timately elimb to the plane of his more advanced brother.?
This idea has contained two elements, the theorists who
have sought to find newer and more beautiful systems of
demooracy, and the demagogues who have raised up Indianm
armies by promising surrender to Indian tradition. This
linking of theory and demagogy is the condition which is
seen today, and have seen through the century of Mexico's
independence,

In the period of their life which we know, the lMexi-
can Indiens have had the experience of being conquered and
dominated culturally by men of alien races and higher civ-
ilizations. In exception to most others, they have not and
deo not now show any sign of the growing mentality, broader
group-consciousness, improved moral and intellectual adapta=-
bility whioh have masrked other ocongquered peoples in the

five thousand years of recorded history.

Summary. When attempting to educate Mexican ohil-

Gruening, op. eit., p. 142
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dren, one must look to their background. This is neces-
sary to determine whether they are the typical peon from
northern Mexico, with a lower type of eivilizetion and
lower morals; or whether they are the mestizo type from
the south of Mexice, influenced by ancient Spanish and
French culture. While Mexicans have a fairly uniform
language, they still have a bi-lingual problem when they
come to the United States. Their culture has apparently
caused them to become dependent upon leaders who would
assume responsibility for them, Thus, it would seem that
the Mexican cannot or will not assume responsibility for
his education; so it becomes the school administrator's
duty to attack the problem of his education. And, finally,
racial amalgamation has not, to date, been an answer to
their assimilation. After ascertaining these facts it will
be known more readily how to provide for their future edu-
cational endeavors.

In this study the term "Mexican" refers particularly

to the peon Mexican who has migrated from northern Mexico.




CHAPTER III

TYPICAL MEXICAN HOME AND HOME INFLUENCE

In the chapter preceding the background of the
Mexicaen child was examined at length, trying to show in
ah impartial manner the characteristics which have been
developed in the child's parents and ancestors, This
chapter, like those following, is devoted to showing those
conditions presently existing, which affect a Mexiocan
child. Of course, it is to be remembered that there are
exceptions to every rule, and the fact that Mexicans,
peons and mestizos, have such different backgrounds makes
it apparent that they must likewise have different living
habits. A great majority of our Mexicans come from that
group having a northern lMexican background so we are safe
in assuming that the exceptiomn to the rule is the Mexican

having the southern Mexican background.
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The Mexican home. For the most part the Mexi~-

ecan has

a low income. Therefore, his dwelling 1is

frequently located in the less desirable portions of

town such as immediately surrounding the industriel dis-

trioct, stoeck yards, river beds, and other districts where

residential restrictions are not reguired.

The Mexican home frequently is in the middle of a

barren,
rounded
flowers

rule is

well-swept yard, devoid of grass, snd stands sur-
by a rickety fence. Oocasionally there will be
planted around the house itself, but the general

to find flowers in pots at or near the front doer

or windows. The back yard is usually filled with debris

and exceedingly disorderly. Miss Alice Eessie Culp states:t

The dwelling itself is usually of frame

construction, supported by two by fours on a
brick foundation or isolated cement peering.
It is usually unpainted with the signs of liv-
ing, greasse marks, finger marks, and weather
marks very evident. The windows are usually
broken or cracked out entirely, or stuffed
with cloth, depending upon the season of the
year, and the wealth of the particular family.
Usually there is an old car in the yard. The
roof usually shows signs of being patched with
materials other than the original covering.
Usually the front yard is devoted to some
flowers, and the ground and walk neatly swept

and

by the seme token, the front or living

Toom is usually fairly clean but with scant
furniture.

lilice Bessie Culp, Study of the Living Conditions
2{ Thirty-Five Mexican Families of Los ¢les (Univer=-
sity of Southern California Fress, 1958;, D. 4.
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0f course, the influence of the Catholio padre
is frequently in evidence in the usual Mexicen home, It
commonly contains pictures of the Saints, Crueifix,
Madonna, and portraits. It cannot be said that the re-
mainder of the house shows the same attention as the frent
room and the front yard. As a general rule, most of the
living ies done in the back portion of the house, and this
is usually a veritable junk heap--all pretense at clean=-
liness is here abandoned. As you step into the little shed
of a kitechen, the impression of the front yard and ¢lean-
liness changes completely. The few dishes they possess are
usuelly dirty. The table is covered with a dirty oil cloth,
or perhaps nothing but a newspaper. The old stove is greasy,
and the uncurtained shelves all have an unkept appearance.

They live mainly on tortilias and beans.® The food
is put on the table, and the father sits down alone and
eats. The children seldom sit down to eat, but rather take
some beans in a cup, a spoon and a tortilia in their
fingers and gulp them down on the run., Because of the types
of food, and the methods of preparing it, these children
often suffer from malnutrition, and are ready subjects for

tuberculosis,.

sDo Lera Edgoumb Gutierrez, The Mexican People;
Thoir Struggle For Freedom (Chiocago: Doubleday Page and
C@npany, 1987}, p. 18,
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In the bedroom, the spaee 1s lergely taken up with
two beds, regerdless of the size of the family the average
home consists of only three or four rooms. One family of
ten or twelve, and oftentimes, two families occecupy a
nouse. The children sleep on old coats and rugs, with-
out removing their day garments., New bedding is given
by charitable orgaenizations, and is treated in the same
manner as the cld, In case of sickness, there is no room
for isclation. Hence, the sanitary conditions in the
Mexican home, usually without & flush toilet or hot water,
are beyond the understanding of meny who live in the midst
of compasrative luxury.

Again Miss Culp finds the following conditions:

The greatest evil in the house conditions
of the Mexican child is the crowding of many per=-
sons into one smell house. The Mexicen family
normally consists of the father and mother and
the children, but in twelve of the families
visited, there were other relatives included in
the family oirele, One family consisted of a
widowed mother and her three children who had
teken into their house twelve other relatives in-
eluding two grand-parents, three aunts, two uncles
and five cousins. A survey brought to light that
the majority of the thirty-five families live in
three room houses, and that many live in homes of
only two rooms, The total number of children in
these thirty-five families is 14.7. These children
and seventy-six adults live in one hundred and two
rooms, making an average of little more than two
persons to a room.

The outstaending feact shown in Taeble I is
that most of the families eat in the kitchen. One
fourth of these homes have a dining room. In two
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of the homes the teble is in a bedroom for the
reason that the mother wants it there, and not
because the kitohen is too small.

The statisties in Table II present the
worst aspect of crowded conditions in the Mexican
homes. Seven families have only one bed for the
entire family. One of these families consists of
two people, another of four people, three have
five members each, and two consist of six members
each. Nineteen of the homes have two beds for the
entire family., These families range from three
to sixteen members. One family of sixteen people
has only two large beds and a baby bed which ac-
commodates two children; but the two old grand-
parents and four children sleep on the r%gor with
only pieces of clothing underneath them.

The following data were collected by G. B. Oxman,
in a Los Angeles City Survey:
In 1922 Mr. John Kienhle, former executive
secretary of the Los Angeles Housing Commission,
in a study of seven hundred habitetions found that
eighteen percent of the people were living in one
room houses, sixty percent in two room houses,
sixteen perocent in three room houses, three per-
cent in four room houses, two percent in five
room houses, and one percent in six room houses.%
0f course, the result of this crowded, irregular and
unsanitary condition shows itself in several different man-

ners.

Effect of the home upon the child. First, the child
is not psychologicelly adapted to the high stendard re-

Sgulp, op. oit., p. 1l4.

4promley G. Oxmen, The Mexican in Los Angeles
(Los angeles City Survey, Jume 1980), p. 80.



TABLE I

HOME FURNISHINGS-=DINING TABLES

Number Percentage

Homes with table in kitchen 24 68 4/7
Homes with teble in dining room 4 11 3/7
Homes with table in a bed room 2 5 5/7
Homes with table in the only

room in house 3 8 4/7
Homes with table on porch used

as kitchen 1 2 6/7
Homes with ne table 1 2 6/7

Sculp, op. cit., p. 18.

TABLE II

HOME FURNISHINGS-~BEDS®

Number Percentage

20

Homes having one bed

7

Homes having two beds 19 54 2/7
Homes having three beds 4 11 3/7
Homes having four beds 2 5 5/7
Homes having five beds 1 2 6/7
Homes having no beds 2 5 5/7
Homes with more than two

people per bed 23 65 5/7
Homes with one bedroom only 15 42 6/7
Number of people sleeping

on floor 29 13

SIvid., p. 18,




quired in the typicel American home, for cleanliness

is not only a matter of physical adaptation, but is a
state of mind, 4 ehild raised in such conditions not

only adds an additional burden to the teacher in charge,
but finds thaet he must change his ways of thinking. He is,
therefore, faced not only with learning the lessons of the
day, but the lessons which his parents and home life
should have taught him. From a psychological viewpoint,
the average Mexican child is not prepared to compete with
his white brother on the same footing,

Secondly, close physical associstion with other mem-
bers of the family means that ohildren's diseases, in ad-
dition to sccial diseases, spread very rapidly. Whole
femilies are often teken from school for long periods of
time until the last of the ten or twelve childrem has been
released from quarantine. This, in itself, is a tremendous
hendicap from an educational standpoint. Of course, the
fact that they have not been educated to the necessity of
caring for and preventing the spread of disease presents
a very difficult problem for the health offices, for the
Mexican himself makes no effort to aveid contagion,

Thirdly, malnutrition is quite prevalent among the
Mexican children, because of their irregular eating habits,

and because of the fact that their natural dishes consist
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B

1 of tortilies, a greasy mixture, or enchiladas and beans.

These foods, although giving sustenance to the body, do

j not provide a well balanced diet, Sick in mind and in
|
|

B

body, the Mexican child finds that he is no mateh in
intelligenge or in desire, for his white brother in his
scheool work.

Finally, the same crowded living conditions which
prevail in old Mexico and which are accentuated in this
country, encourage rather than discourage loose morals, and
we find that large numbers of young Mexican girls are con-
. stantly getting into trouble. Children of Latin origin and

background mature at an earlier age then those of an Angle-
Sexon or northern background and hence, are more subject

to adult delinquencies than those of the white race,

Summary. 411 in all, it is quite obvious what the

| =

general rule must be. The Mexican child, though perhaps

not naturally below the intelligent standard of a white
child, is so harassed by his unequal living conditions, and
mental and physical eonditions, that he is unable to apply
his natural intelligence to the problems presented in
school with the seame alacrity as his white brother. This
definitely results in two evils, the first and least im-

portant of which is that the speed of the entire class

must be slowed to the tune of the Mexican child's ability
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to learn, and second, and the most important, that the
exican child himself is unable to grasp the education
eing offered him, if for no other reason than the class
inds it impossible to perceive and then to adjust itself
 to the speed required for his assimilation of information.”
This being the case it becomes apparent that the
ican child should be segregated where he would be able
to adjust at his own pace to the currioculum. This would
seem to indicate that segregation might advantageously be
sed as a step in the assimilation of the Mexican inte a
oulture whioh is at present widely divergent from his own.
e would feel freer in an environment with his own brothers
and create a better set of attitudes with this situation,
"The Mexican child in the United States will progress with
oh more rapidity when he is offered a curriculum suited

to his needs end temperament,"8

7Don T. Delmet,"A Study of the Mental and Scholastic
bilities of Mexican Children in the Elementary School"™,

of Juvenile Researgh, Vol. XIV (1930) p. 18.

8. G. Bromley, "The Mexiocan in Los Angeles™, Cit
Pamphlet, Vol. I (1935) p. 27.




CHAPTER IV:

MORAL CHARACTERISTICS

Honor and dignity are prized virtues, even though
oner may to us seem & trifle empty without truth. Still
Mhonor™ is a great idea and a great comfort. It is a noble
word even to the mestizo who will steal your last cent and
tell you smilingly to your face that he hes never been
within half a mile of you or your property. It is a noble
word to the lMexiocan soldier. He will not quit before action,
but will retire in the midst of battle, in order to save
‘his honor, which would be wronged if he remained to be
beaten, Honor te the Mexican means prestige. Cheating in
games, in war and in business (school) is to him but the

maintaining of his honor, his prestige, and his pro!sss.l

k| 1Wallace Thompson, The Mexican Mind (Boston: Boston
Publishing Company, 1934), p. 36.
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Wallace further states:

Neither lying nor honor have very much
relationship to the religious ideals of the
people, and here the llexican temperament dif-
fers radically from most other races. The
funetions of the church, to the average Mexi-
can mind, are chiefly to furnish manners and
t0 sanctify certain important funetions of
life, as birth, death end marriage.2

Percentage of Mexican arrests and jail bookings. As
a further investigation into truth and honer of the Mexi-
can people statistics of the Los Angeles County Police
were investigated. In Table III and Table IV is given a
compilation of the causes of arrests of all persons
booked in the Los Angeles County Jail for the twelve months
from July 1, 1937, to June 20, 1938, showing the total
persons booked for each offense.

The proportion of women booked in the county jail is
unusually high but is accounted for by the fact that the
city poliee houses all arrested women im the county jail.

From the Los Angeles Police Department statistics of
arrests are available from 1935, These indicate an inoreas-
ing proportion of arrests of Mexicans in the eoity, from

14,0 percent in 1935, 14.6 percent in 1935-1936, 16.2 per=-

'Thmpsan, op. eit., p. 37



27

cent in 1936-1937, to 18.4 percent in 1937-1938. With
definite knowledge as to population figures not obtain-
able, it cannot be stated whether the increase in per-
centage of arrests represents an increase greater in prop-
ortion than the increase of the lMexican population.

In general the sheriff's records bear out the fact
that the offenses most frequently committed by the Mexican
80 booked were violations of narcotic laws, theft or larceny,
burglary, drunkenness, disturbing the peace, assault and
battery and rape.®

The 1930 census lists the Mexican population for
Los Angeles city as 7.8 percent of the total population,
and the Mexican population for Los Angeles county as 7.5
percent of the total county population. In view of the
foregoing yearly percentages of Mexican arrests and jail
bookings, the Mexicans show a relatively high percentage
for their proportion in the population. It would seem that
their concept of honor and truth is not in accord with the

standards of the society in which they live,

Causes and percentages of juvenile arrests among

the liexicans. A study was made of the total number of

Sannual Report Los Angeles Police Department, (1938~
1939), p. 4.
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TABLE III

= — —_—
STATISTICS OF ARRESTS--MEN4
Total No. Mex. % Mex.
No. Men Men of total
TotAlesecssssossnnnnssnsss 11, 917 2,042 17.1
OFFENSE '
Ar30Nssesssessssssssseses a7 3 11.1
Assault and batteryesssss 308 96 3l.2
Buslu7...00.0.0...louoo B64 153 17.7
Contributing to delinquency. 48 ] 12,5
BriRE sosiirinsosaninivnne 59 14 25.7
*Dyer AL, vssnrnnnannsnnn 66 1 1.5
Embezzlementseecesocsssss 73 & 5.5
Failure to provide...ssss 379 51 13.4
Federal LaWeessssesssssss 2560 28 8.8
Disturbing the peac@..... 330 128 38.8

¥Dyer Aot: Federal Wotor Vehicle Theft ACT.

ettt

4annual Report, Los Angeles Police Department, (1938),
Po 4--



IABLE IV

STATISTICS OF ARREST--JOMEN®

Totu.l.-‘.-“-.....l--.
OFFENSE

Ar80Dessesssssnvesssnnne
Asseault and battery.ees.
Burglary.sesssessscsssss
Contributing to delin-
QUONCYssnsssnsansnsns
Disturbing the peace....
Drm.........'.........
‘Dy.r ‘°t.....'.'..‘..'.
Failure to provide.sssss
Embezzlement.sseessssssse
Federal LaWissssssssssss

ot: era

o O {+ 19 X, 8X .
Women Women of total
4,587 678 14,8

6 = =
74 15 20.3
233 285 10,7
22 3 4.5
73 13 17.8
570 79 13.8
1 & =
[} 66.7
3 S 100.0
3. 2 28.6
otor ole The ot.

Sios Angeles Police Report, op. eit., p. 5.

29
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juvenile arrests and number of Mexican juveniles arrested
by Los Angeles eity police over a peried of four years.

In Table V is given the total number of juvenile
arrests and number of Mexican juveniles arrested by Los
Angeles clty police du;ing the year 1939-1940. This table
shows that 19.5 percent of the total boys arrested were
liexicens, and 17.5 percent of the girls arrested were
Mexicean. Offenses most common among the boys were burglary,
theft or larceny, and disorderly conduct., Over twenty Tive
percent of all arrests made for murder, violating drug
laws, and drunkenness were Mexicans, Although the most com=-
mon offense among the Mexicen girls are sex offenses, a
high percentage of arrests due to thefy or larceny, viola-
tien of liquor laws, and drunkenness are caused by Mexican
girls,

Table VI gives the statistics of juvenile arrests
for 1937-1938, During this year 17.3 per cent of the total
number of boys arrested were liexicans while 16.6 percent
of the totel number of girls arrested were Mexicans. During
this year the most common offenses among the Hexican boys
were burglary, theft or larceny, vagranocy, and rape. How=-
ever, 37.5 percent of the boys arrested for rape were Mexi-
cans, 33.3 percent of the boys arrested for assault were

Mexicans, 100 percent of the boys arrested for violating

drug laws, and 38.1 percent of the boys arrested for violat-



TOTAL JUVENILE ARRESTS AND NUMBER OF MEXICAN JUVENILES

ARRESTED BY LOS ANGELES CITY POLICE, BY CLASSIFICATION

OF QFFENSES, WITH PERCENTAGE WHICH MEIIGA&S REPRESENT-

ED OF TOTAL, 1939-~1940, (MEXICANS INCLUDE BOTH NATIVE
AND FOREIGN BORN)

Total No. % Mex. Total No. % Mex.
Ko, Mex. of No. Mex. o
Boys ©Boys Total Girls Girls Total

Totalissesesss 3,534 690 19.5 1,282 224 17.5

OFFENCE

Manslaughter.. 5 1 20.0 - - -
lurder, lst deg. 4 1 25.0 - - -
Rap.nvoonoooo- 1) 2 18.28 - - o=
Assaultesceesns 33 8 24.2 1 - -
Burglary.sesss 603 138 22.9 24 10 14,7
Forgeryssssses 17 - - 5 L o,
Theft-Larceny. 1,241 267 2l.5 64 13 20.3
Carrying Weapons 9 R s - - -
Sex Offences..

except rape 116 22 18.9 394 55 13.9
Violating drug

18Wscscssanne 5 3 60,0 1 - -
Violasting ligquor

1aWBssssssnsne 29 6 20.7 2 2 100.0
Drunkenness.ss 56 23 41.1 10 2 20.0
Disorderly con-

duotesesseces 230 48 20.9 88 13 15.1
Vagranoyeeeess 145 15 10.3 11 - -
Violating motor

vehiele laws. 116 25 21.5 10 - -
Violating mun-

ioipal laws.. 46 4 8.7 7 - -
Miscellaneous, 854 125 14.6 666 129 19.4

6Los Angeles Police Report, (1940) op. cit., p. 6.
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ZIABLE VI

—_———— e

TOTAL JUVENILE ARRESTS AND NUMBER OF MEXICAN JUVENILES

ARRESTED BY LOS ANGELES CITY PCLICE? BY CLASSIFICATION

OF OFFENCES, WITH PERCENTAGE WHICH MEXICANS REPRESENT=-

ED OF TOTAL, 1937-1938. (MEXIC INCLUDE BOTH NATIVE
AND FOREIGN BORN)

-] Q. eX. Qs 8xX.
No., Mex, of No. Mex. of
Boys Boys Total Girls Girls Total

Totaleessssssssss 4,081 701 17.3 1,142 190 16.6

Offence
mmllmt“o s ) - - - - -
Murder.csssesses 1 - - - - -
RBDGecsccarssnsns 8 3 37.5 - - -
RObbErYecesecsee 79 18 322.8 2 - -
Assaulteacensesne 18 6 33,3 4 1 25.0
Burglary..s..... 6868 128 18,6 15 5 33.3
Forgeryssesseses 13 - - -] - -
Theft-larceny... 1,433 288 20.1 53 11 20.8
Carrying weapon. 13 1 7.7 p § - -
Sex offences ex-
cept TaPOssssss 99 10 10,1 368 80 16.6
Violating drug
lawSessessnnsss 1 1 100.0 1 1 100.0
Violating ligquor
laWsS.sseoasceas 2l 8 38.1 2 1 50.0
Drunkenness..... 38 11 28.9 9 - -
Discrderly con-
ductiessas 836 13 5.1 71 8 11.3
‘.y‘nﬁ’otl.a 240 21 8.7 9 1 11l.1
Vehicle lawsS.... 120 15 18.5 6 - -~
Munieipal ordin-
BN0BBessssssnnss 57 7 1l2.2 2 - -
600 102 17.0

Miscellaneous... 992 171 17.2
—

7Los ingeles Police Report, (1938) op. eit., p. 12.
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TABLE VII

TOTAL JUVENILE ARRESTS AND NUMBER OF MEXICAN JUVENILES

ARRESTED BY LOS ANGELES CITY POLICE, BY CLASSIFICATION

OF OFFENCES, WITH PERCENTAGE WHICH MEXICANS REPRESENT-

D OF TOTAL, 1936-1937, MEXICANS INCLUDE BOTH NATIVE
AND FOREIGN BORN)8

Total No. % Mex. Total No. % Mexo
No. Mex, of No. Mex, of
Boys Boys Total Girls Girls Total

Totaleseesissss 4,858 794 18,7 1,004 131 13.0

OFFENCE

Manslaughter... 2 - - i - -
Murderessscssss 1 - - 1 s 100.0
Rap@escssssssse [ 59 6 2B.6 - - ==
Robberyessssasse B¢ .15 O 17.8 3 - -
Assaulbescccaes 36 11 30.6 1 - -
Burgleryesesesse 711 162 2l.4 6 - o
FOrgerYesssesne 20 2 10.0 3 - -
Theft-larceny.. 1,538 332 21.6 78 13 168.7
Carrying weapon 13 - - 2 5 - -
Sex offences ex-

cept rapf.ecsss 85 3 3.5 381 83 13.9
Violating liguor

laWSsisssssnnss 19 3 15.8 2 1 50.0
Violating drug

18NS, cisansnan 3 2 66.6 - - i
Drunkenness..s. 44 11 25.0 9 - -
Disorderly con=-

Auotececccnsss 245 238 1l.4 - -
Vagrentyeesesss 192 45 23.4 46 7 15.2
Municipal orden-

8lC6Bessssssss 110 1 ) - - -
Vehicle lawS... 110 29 236.4 2 - -
Miscellaneous.. 1,001 154 15.4 472 56 11.9

8Los Angeles Police Report, (1937) op. oit., p. 22.
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TOTAL JUVENILE ARRESTS AND NUMBER OF MEXICAN JUVENILES
ARRESTED BY LOS ANGELES CITY POLICE, BY CLASSIFICATION
OF OFFENCES, WITH PERCENTAGE WHICH MEXICANS REPRESENT-
ED OF TOTAL, 1938-1939. (MELICANS INCLUDE BOTH NATIVI

AND FOREIGN BORN)

Total No. % Mex. Total No. % Mex.
No. Mex. of No. Mex., o
Boys Boys Total Girls Girls Total
Totalesesesss 3,855 649 16.8 939 131 13.9
Offences
Manslaughter. 4 - - - - -
Murderesessss 1 - - - - -
BRap@essss . 16 4 25.0 - - -
Robbery¥eecess 64 18 28,1 - - -
Agssaultecess. 39 14 35.9 % - -
Burglaryesses 734 124 16.9 14 4 28,6
FOrgoryeecssss 10 - - - - -
Theft-larceny 1,550 327 2l.1 58 7 12,0
Carrying
WeaponS.ssss 4 2 50,0 - - -
Sex offences,
except rape. 91 13 14.2 351 60 17.1
Irug lawsS..s. B - - - =
Liquor laws.. 20 2 10.0 2 1 50,0
Drunkenness.. 32 8 25.0 7 S 42.8
Disorderly
conducteeess 141 22 15.8 28 3 10.7
Vagranty.eess 135 -] 4.4 1 - -
Vehicle laws. 45 ) 20,0 1 - -
Municipal or-
dinances.... 111 8 7.2 3 - -
Miscellaneous 856 92 10.7 472 53 1l.2

34

9Los Angeles Police Repert, (1939) op. oit., p. 18.
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ing liquor laws were Mexiocans.

Although sex offenses are the most common cause of
arrest among Mexican girls, fifty percent of the girls
arrested for violating liguor laws were Mexican girls. All
girls errested for violation of the drug laws were Mexi-
cans, and 33.3 percent of all girls arrested for burglary
were Mexicans.

Table VII gives the statistics of juvenile arrests
by Los Angeles city police for 1936-1937. Of the total
numbser of boys arrested 18.7 per cent werse Mexicans and
of the total number of girls 13.0 percent were Mexicans.
Offenses most common among the Mexican boys during this
year were theft or larceny, burglary, and disorderly con-
duct. In eddition, 66,6 percent of the boys arrested for
violating drug laws were Mexicans, 30.6 percent of the boys
arrested for assault were lfexicans and 2B.6 percent of the
boys arrested for rape were lexicans.

The most common offense among the Mexican girls are
sex offenses but a high percentage of girls arrested for
murder, violation of liquor laws, theft or larceny and
disorderly conduct are Mexicens.

The total juvenile arrests for 1936-1937 are shown
in Table VIII. Of the total number of boys arrested 16.8

percent of them were Mexiocan, while of the total number of



IABLE IX

STATISTICS OF JUVENILE ARRESTS1O

Mex. % Mex., %
Boys Pop. Girls Pop.

1936-1987.csssvsssesasssness 19,5 11,5 17.5 14.4
1937-1938. .4 17.3 10.3 16.6 13.2
1958-1939... 18.7 11l.2 13.0 10.1
1939-1940.ceavssencsscsscsss 16.8 14.1 13.9 16.4

10105 Angeles Police Report, (1940) op. eit., p. 28.
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TABLE X

PERCENT OF MEXICAN JUVENILES OF THE TOTAL JTN'ENEE CASES
IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY FOR 1935-1940 INCLUSIVE

Year Boys Girls
1935..ooooooo-oooooooo..-oo 12.3 1005
1936.o..otcoo.-o.-.oo-oo-oo 11.2 1904
193'7...-.-...--..........oo 12.8 1"04
1953000to-oo-oo..oo...-oo.- 1406 1904
1939.oo.oooooo-oooool-oo.oo 15.‘ 1701
19‘0.-.-.oooo-oo-oo-oon-l-l 1‘.0 15.3

11105 Angeles Police Report, (1940) op. eit., p. 13.
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girls arrested 13,9 percent were Mexiecan. Mexican boys
were most frequently arrested for thefy or larceny,
burglary, and disorderly conduct. Of the number of ar-
rests made for rape, robbery, assault, carrying weapons,
and drunkenness, twenty five percent or more in each in-
stance were Mexican boys.

The trend in Mexican juvenile arrests by the Los
Angeles Police Department is noted for the years 1936-
1940 inclusive in Table IX, which indicates that the per=-
centage of Mexican juvenile arrests of the total juvenile
arrests is 19.5 percent. In 1940 this had decreased to
16.8 percent.

For the girls, in 1936-1937 of the total number of
girls arrested 17.5 per cent were Mexican while in 1939-
1940 only 13.9 percent of the girls arrested were lMexican.

Statistics for these four years disclose that the
offense for which Mexican boys were arrested with greater
freguency than the rest of the minor population were
drunkenness, assault, rape, robbery, and violation of drug
and liguor laws. Offenses for which Mexican boys were less
frequently arrested were forgery, vagrancy, manslaughter,
and murder.

Mexican girls during these years showed a high per-

centage of arrests for burglary and sex offenses, and
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violations of liguor laws.

In Table X juvenile court records of new cases
filed during the years 1935-1940, inclusive, in Los
Angeles oounty, disolose the percentages which Mexicen
juveniles represented of the total. This table indicates
an increase in the percent of Mexican juveniles of the
total juvenile cases in Los Angeles county.

Specific population statistics for the minor popu~-
lation of Los Angeles city and county were not available,
and therefore no definite conelusions could be drawn as
to the ratio of Mexican delinguency in relation to the rest
of the juvenile population., However, computing the ratio on
the basis of the general 1930 population figures quoted
above the percentage of Mexican juvenile delinguency is
shown to be high.

Mexicans in correctional schools. California main-

tains two correctional schools for boys--Whittier State
School for problem boys eight to sixteen years of age, and
the Waterman Preston School of Industry for those sixteen
to twenty one years of age.

Administration officials in the two state schools
Tfor boys have been sharply concerned during the past few

years by the rapid inorease in the number of Mexican boys
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gcommitted to their care. By 1936 the proportion had in-
creased to nearly one-fifth of all the boys at the Pres-
ton School and one-tenth of those at Whittier. The State
Sohool for Girls, however, shows a small number of Mexi-
sans. In order to obtain a more complete picture of
juvenile delinquency, statisties of Mexicans in the priv-
ate correctional schools are given in Table XI. OF the
total number of boys in all public and private schools for
delinquents in April, 1938, 11.8 percent were Mexicans. At
the Preston School 18.3 percent were Mexicans. Whittier
State School was shown to have 9.9 per cent Mexican enroll-
ment.

In Teble XII is given the number of all boys and
of Mexican boys committed to the Preston School by nature
of offence, with percentege distribution for June, 1936.
Of the Mexican boys in the school 21.24 percent had been
committed for burglary, 19.47 percent for grand larceny,
and 28.32 percent for violation of the Motor Vehicle ict.

Vulgarity of children in the Azusa city schools. The
results of a study of vulgarity in the Azusa city schools

are given in Table XI. The study was made using 423 Mexi-
can children and 754 white ochildren. It was found that
there were sixty cases of swearing among the lMexican chil-
dren and only twenty four cases among the white children.

There were fifteen cases of obscene note writing among the
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Mexicans, but nineteen cases among the white children.
There were ten cases of obscens or questionable conduct
among the Mexican children and eleven cases among the
white children. This shows that there were more cases of
swearing found among the Mexican children, but fewer cases

of obsocene noé?writing and questionasble conduct,

Summary. In summary we might say that the Mexican
has a temperement which is peculiarly his own. To him
lying and deceit are not grievous crimes. It is a deep in-
sult to tell a Mexican that he is shamelesa. Honor and dige
nity are the prized virtues; but, neither lying or honor
have much relationship to the religious ideals of the
people, the ethical side of religion being regarded lightly.
Due to the Mexican temperament, the high percentage
of juvenile arrests among the Mexicans, and the nature of
offences committed, and their low moral standards, it
would be advisable to place them in a segregated situation
where they would have their own buildings and own ocur-
riculum.l2 The segregation should be complete. Separate
plots of ground, separate buildings and separate teachers
from those of the white children.should be provided.

12Robert M. Bear, The Social Functions of Education,
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1957), D. 239,




CHAPTER V

PHYSICAL COMPARISON

The purpose of this chapter is to offer a com-

perisen of the genersl health, infant mortality rate,
deaths, and communicable diseases among the lMexican and
white population to see if for reasons of health the Medi-
can and white children should be segregated in school.

The health and physical resistance are important
because if the lfexican race is more susceptible to diseases
it is likely that they are more apt to spread diseases,
and by doing so they affeot the stability of school en-

rollment and lower the average daily attendance.

Personal hygiene, The personal hygiene of the Mex-
can people is deplorable. Many do not have the facilities
for clesnliness of the body. Bathing is irregular at best,

The lack of personal cleanliness accounts for the

many skin diseases whieh they heve. The children are al-



lowed to go very muech as nature decrees, When the girls
reach the adolescent age they try to cover up the dirt
with paint, rouge, and brilliant finger nail polish. The
boys, at this sge, turn to hair oils and take on a
glamorous appearance, Tooth brushes are seldom used.

If they are used, they are common property of the en-
tire family, as is the comb, towel, wash rag, and other

toilet articles.l

Cleanliness. Table XI gives the results of a study

of the relative cleanliness of Americen and Mexiocan chil-
dren. There were 462 white children observed and 424 Mexi-
cans,
Among these children eighty four percent of the

whites had clean hands and faces while only sixty four
percent of the Mexicans came with clean hands snd faces.
Nine percent of the white children had fairly clean hands
and faces and twenty five percent of the lexicans were
fairly clean. Five percent of the white children hed soiled
hands and feces and nine percent of the Mexicans had soiled
hands and feces. Only one percent of the white children
had very dirty hands and faces and two percent of the Mexi-
cans had very dirty hands and faces

This study shows that a larger percent of the white

1Emory S. Bogardus, "The Mexican Immigrant", Journal
Of Applied Sociology, Vol. XI (1927) p. 470.



TABLE XI

i

CLEANLINESS O;’ MEXICAN AND AMERICAN CHILDRENS

Americans Clothing Percent Hands and Face Per-
_ cent
Clean 383 83 389 84
Fairly clean 49 10 46 9
Soilled 20 4 22 5
Very dirty 10 2 5 1
Total 462 29 462 99
Mexicans Clothing ©Percent Hands and face IFer-
cent
Clean 215 51 270 64
Fairly clean 141 33 108 25
Soiled 55 13 39 9
Very dirty 13 3 9 2
Total 424 100 424 100

et ————
—

e s e e

Sizusa City Scho

ol Survey, (1939), p. 12.

44




45
children come to schoel cleaner than the Mexican chil-
dren. Due to the fact that this condition is environ-

mental and will teke scme time to correct, segregation

and speeial instruction would help the Mexicans,

Infant mortslity. As has been demonstrated by the
elaborate studies made by the United States Children's
Bureau, infant mortality may be accepted es an index of
the standard of living of the Mexicans.

A comparison of the white and Mexiocan infant mor-
tality rates indicate sharply the results the poverty and
unintelligent mode of living of the Mexiocan group. In 1926
over one-fourth of all Mexican babies born died within
their first year of life, and while the rate showed im-
provement in 1929, 1930, and 1931, it still stood at 250.6
in 1833, At that time the county established an intensive
program of maternal and infant hygiene, which hes served
to reduce the death rate among Mexican infants to 104.5 in
19%39. This rate remains over two and a half times as high
as among the white population.®

aUnitsd States Children's Bureau, "Infant Mortality",
Infant Cere, (1939) p. 1-14.



INFANT MORTALITY RATE PER 1000 OF THE WHITE AND
MEXTCAN POPULATION OF LOS ANGELES GOUNTE (UNIN
CORPORATED AREA) , 1926~1939.

Year

White

Mexican

1925--o-oa.-.o--t.-.o--.p.-o
1927 cesesssesssssssssesensns
1928ss0ssssssessnasscnsannes
lgggcnnonaa....tlnnloooocllo
1930‘.-..--..-..I.t...‘...i‘
1981leecccnssnessnsssssnssnse
1958ccsssssssscssonsssnssesna
1903csecesnssasasessoassinnsns
1954....-.-o.--ooo..-a-.a.oo
l’sbnl..0-..'-...'0.'...-.1-

19360...
1937cceses
1938-0.0‘.0 LE R 2 LR

1939!.O..t..t.lll.n........l

70.0
67.4
71.3
61.9
60.2
57.6

80,5
6l.3
58.5
41.9
45.4
51,7
39.6

285.0
255,11
348.1
170.0
186.7
179.0
243.4
250.6
163.2
166.1
124.6

96,9
116.8
104.5

4 L]
Governor Young, "Infant Mortality", Gov, Yo 3
Faot-Finding Committee Pamphlet, (1939) p. IBS-I%.
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Communicable diseases. Diseases in general are

much more prevalent among the Kexican people. Malnutri-

tion and lack of personal hygiene is the cause of these

diseases., Impetigo, scabies, ringworm, and pediculosis

are a continuous menece. These diseases must have per-
sistent treatment for the protection of others. A study

of communicable disease, the number of cases, number of
deaths, and partiocularly the case fatality rate, serves

as & general index of the mode of living, the care re-
ceived, and the physical resistance of the Mexican indiv-
iduals. From 1931 the Los Angeles County Health Depart-
ment has made a racial segregation in its records, These
are shown in Table XIII. This segregation of figures as to
the white end the Mexican population brings out the fact
that one-sixth of all communicable cases and one-fourth of
all such deaths are of Mexicens. Without accurate popula-
tion statistios, which are not obtainable, the percentage
of Mexicans in the population cannot be computed. Accord-
ing to estimates of population, the number is high of
cases of deaths among the Mexicans, In 1931, among the Mexi-
can population, nearly one-fourth of all cases of communi-
cable disease (which includes all diseases reported by
law) terminated fatally. This rate was nearly twice as
high ss the fatality among the white populstion. Under an

expanded service insugurated by the Los Angeles County



TABLE XIII
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NUMBER OF CASES OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE IN LOS ANGELES
COUNTY (UNINCORPORATED AREA) RESULTING IN DEATHS AND

CASE FATALITY RATE, FOR TOTAL POPULATION, WHITE
POPULATION AND MEXICANS, 1931-1937
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CASES

Year Total White Mexican

Number Percent Number Per-

of total cent tot.
98 e sas SEID 2724 84,72 340 10,58
19858.ccc000s 4831 3999 82,77 568 11.76
1953.00eseea 5197 4298 82,70 710 13.66
1934, cs000.0 Bl42 6839 84.00 1145 14.08
1935.4s0.0.5 9810 4566 78.52 11285 19.35
1936.00sssss 6220 4788 76.88 1252 20.11
1957.40:05.. 10800 8097 79,38 1905 18.68
Totalessssss43,625 55,309 80,94 7045 16.15
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE DEATHS

Year Total White Mexican

Number Perocent Number Perocent

of total of total

193lesssssss 468 365 77.99 80 17.09
1938c0e0s0se 640 440 68.75 123 19.22
1933csssseee 784 553 70.54 184 83.47
193402050 881 611 69,35 223 25.31
1908 ccssnes 201 557 69.54 202 26.228
195€.c0-200 728 504 69.81 174 24.01
1937:ssss+ss B26 601 72,76 183 23.15
Totalesssss 5,122 3,831 70.89 1169 22.82




TABLE XIII (continued)

COUNTY (Unmcoammm ARFA) RESULTING IN DEATHS AND
CASE PATALITY RATE, FOR TOTAL POPULATION, WAITE

POPULATION AND MEXICANS, 1931-1937

Year Total White Mexican
Population Population
193leesnssns 14.56 15.40 23.53
1938csvssnns 13.86 11.00 21.65
1938ccacssss 15.09 12.87 86.92
19340csvrene 10.82 8,93 19.47
1938.ccsoses 18.77 12.20 17.96
1986.cecssss 11,60 10.53 13.90
1937 eecnsnsns 8.10 7.428 9.61
Totales-iisos 11.74 10.28 16,59

6Young, op. eit., pp. 184-185.
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Health Department in 1931, the communicable diseases
have been given care and treatment far more intensively
than in former years. The general fatality rate has been
nearly out in two, and the Mexican rate still more sharply
reduced. The white rate was cut from 13.4 to 7.4 and the
Mexican rate from 22,9 to 9.6. In spite of all their ef-
forts the Mexican rate remains nearly a third higher than
the white race. This is oconsidered by the health authori-
ties as indicative of a fundamentally less sturdy stock.5

This table also shows a much larger percentage of
cases of communicable diseases among the Mexican population
than among the white population.

The most common diseases among the Mexican population
as shown in Table XIV are pneumonia, tuberculosis, diphtheria
carrier, whooping cough, dysentery, typhoid fever, and

erysipelas.

Pediculosis. A study in the Azusa eity schools shows
seventy cases of pediculosis. among the Mexicans and none
emong the white childrem. There was only one other skin
disease emong the white children while there were 111 among

the Mexicans.

SRobert McClean, That Mexican (New York: Fleming He.
Revell Company, 1928), p. 142,




TABLE XIV
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COMPARISON OF CONTAGICUS DISEASES IN RURAL 10S

ANGELES COUNTY BETWEEN MEXICAN AND WHITE GROUPS

1938-19397

Number of cases

% of Total

White Mexican White Mex.
InfluenzZlsssssasessss 228 34 86.7 13.5
Pneumonif..csseseessss 166 b7 74.4 25.6
TuberculosisS.scsesses 1077 356 75.2 24,8
Diphtherigsesssssssss 165 21 88,7 11.3
Diphtherie ecarrier... 273 133 67.2 32.8
Septic sore throat... - 100.0 -
MeasleSicsessesssssss 2946 521 84,9 15.1
Measles-~German, ceees 41 5 89.1 10.9
MURDS . s sssesssssessss S6B lee 83.8 1l6.1
Soarlet fevel.ssessss 696 150 82.3 17.7
Whooping coughssssass B18 330 71.3 28.7
Chicken poX..ssssesss 911 160 85.1 14.9
Small POXsesssssassas 105 7 93.75 6,25
Dysenteryssssssnssess 9 13 40,9 59.1
Typhoid fevelseessses 12 5 70.6 29.4
GONOrrhef.sssvsassses 96 26 78.7 2l1.3
8yphiliBeseesancessss 264 61 8l.2 18.8
ErysipelaBissecsssesne TS 18 71.6 28,4

7Les Angeles Health Department
eases", Los Angeles Health Records,

6

"Contagious Dis-

939) p. 6.




Tuberculcsis. The prevalence of tuberculosis

among the Mexican population of southern California is

one of the outstanding problems of health and relief
agencies wherever Mexicans are found in large numbers.
Statistios from the Los Angeles health department for the
unincorporated area of Los Angeles county indicate this
condition as shown in Table XV. In 1931 out of a total of
1835 deaths, 211 were Mexicans which represented 11.5 per-
cent of the total deaths in that area., It 1s also in-
dicated in this table that the Mexican deaths from tuber-
culosis amounted to 14.8 percent of the totel due to that
cause, In 1937 there were 459 Mexican deaths out of a

total of 3303 deaths, or 13%.9 percent of the total were
Mexicans. Among the deaths due to tuberculosis, Mexiocan
deaths represented 19.6 percent of the total, while in 1935
it will be noted that Mexican deaths from tuberculosis were
almost one-fourth, or 24.0 percent of the total deaths
from that disease.

Segregated statistics of deaths from tuberculosis
discloses the fact that in 1939 Mexiocans constituted over
one-rfifth of deaths, where eight years earlier they had
represented only one-seventh, Undoubtedly the inorease is
due in part to the increasing proportion of Mexicans in
the population, but the sddition to the population of

tubercular whites largely offsets this factor. -



TABLE XV

TOTAL NUMBER OF TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS IN THE UNINCOR-
PORATED AREA OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, NUMBER OF WHITE
AND MEXICAN DEATHS, AND PERCENT WHICH THEY CONSTI~
TUTE OF THE TOTAL, 1931-19398

Year Total Cases No. Percent No. Percent
White of total liex. of total

1931,... 297 241 8l.1 44 14,8
1938.... 355 296 83.4 49 13.8
1933.... 427 515 75.8 83 18.4
1934.... 475 358 75.4 90 18.9
1935..., 429 304 70.9 103 24.0
1986.... 394 287 72.8 85 2l.6
1957.... 459 343 74.7 20 19.6
193B.sss 471 344 73.0 102 81.6
1939.... 461 340 73.7 98 2l.2

E;onns, op. cit., p. 22,
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TABLE XVI

TOTAL NUMBER OF PATIENTS AND NUMBER OF MEXICANS CARED

FOR AT OLIVE VIEW SANITARIUM (LOS ANGELES COUNTY CHAR=-
ITIES TUBERCULAR INSTITUTION) 1934=-1935 TO 1939-1940;

WITH PERCENTAGE WHICH MEXICANS REPRESENT OF TOTAL

Year Total No. No. Mex. Percent of
Inmates Inmates Mexicans
1934=1935.4.040 669 80 12.0
1036-1936400e0s 1160 256 22,1
1936-1937..4.... 1262 280 22.2
1957-1938,,.... 1336 320 23.9
1938-19839..4... 1376 322 23,4
1939-1940...... 1486 350 23.4

gﬂounty Charities Department, "Olive View Sanitarium”,
Los Angeles County Charities Department Bulletin, Vol, X
(1940] p. 6.
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Comparable figures regarding the prevalence of
tuberculosis among Mexicans in other sections of the
state are not available, but the seriocusness of the situ-
ation is borme out by a census taken of all cases under
observation in the tuberculosis clinie maintained by the
Los Angeles City Health Department, 1938. Out of 1516
patients, which included diagnosed cases, pretuberoular
csses, patients under observation and contact cases, 413
or twenty seven percent of the total were Mexicans. As
Mexicans ere estimated to constitute about ten percent of
the oity's population, the fact that they total over one-
fourth of the clientele of the tuberculosis clinics is
probably due in part to poverty and the necessity of seek-
ing free treatment. However, it undoubtedly reflects also
e high general tuberculosis rate among the Mexican pop~-

ulation.

Summery. The study of infant mortality demonstrates
that there is a large death rate among the liexican infants.
In 1939 the rate was over two and a half times as high as
among the white population. The poverty and unintelligent
mede of living, plus the less sturdy stock of the Mexicans
is largely responsible for this conditien.

Lack of personal hygiene and the fact that the Mexi-

cans are a less sturdy stock, results in a much larger per=-
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centage of cases of communicable diseases among the Mexi=-
can population than among the white population., The most
common diseases among the lexicans are pneumonia, tuber-
culosis, diphtheria carrier, whooping cough, dysentery,
typhoid fever, and erysipelas. With these impediments to
normal school competition it would be advisable that the
Mexican children be segregated in order to ¢lear up this
situstion. In a segregated school it would be possible te
place a greater and well warranted emphasis upon the prob-
lems of health which so intimetely affeot the life of the

Mexican.




CHAPTER VI

SCHOLASTIC COMPARISONS

In the belief that a comparison of scholastic
abilities will be enlightening to the problem of whether
or not Mexican school children should be segregated, this
chapter is presented. In fairness to the Mexican child, he
should not be expected to compete with the white child if
the facts prove that the handicap of doing so is very large.

This part of the study will deal with the intelli-
gence quotients of the Mexiocan children, the possible

causes of their low standards and suggested remedies.

The Mexican attitude toward education. Educational

standards are very low among the llexican people. The
various reasons for this may be illustrated by the data
gathered in visiting one hundred homes in Belvedere, a

section of Los Angeles. In these homes there were found to
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be ninety-one second generation Mexicans, ranging
between the ages of sixteen and thirty, who had left
school before they had graduated from high school. In
these same families there were found to be only two who
hed graduated from high school and one who is attending
college.
In questioning the ninety-one who had left school,
the following reasons were given:
1., Because of hard timeS..sssssssssssesss 9
2. Family responsibilities..cccisescsiesed0
S. Couldn't learn arithmetic.isesssesssnss 1
4, To get married (girls)escssisssscsssass B
5. To earn money for clothes (girls)..... 4
6. To ocare for younger childreéDissecsssees 9
7. Because of fruit pickingssssssssnssesell
8., To look for a joDissssesssssssssssnsesl?
9. Pather wanted me t0 quiteeesssssensecsll
10, Lived too fer from scho0lissssesssesss &
Family responsibility was given by the largest num-
ber as their reason for leaving school. In large families
where the youngest are mere babies when the oldest are
young men and women, it is natural that they should be
called upon to share the responsibility of providing for
the household. BEducation is considered a luxury that can-

not be inecluded in the expenses of a family with so many



mouths to feed. The elder children feel their responsib-

ility and voluntarily share the burden with their father.

Differences attributed to racial limitations. Sev=-

eral investigators attribute test scores among Mexican

children to racial limitations:

Garretson does so because he is unable to
detect serious language difficulties above sec-
ond grade; Garth because intelligence test scores
become higher with the inerease of white blood in
Indiean veins; Goodenough because she believes that
her test is entirely non-verbal; Haught because
he finds no increase in I.Q. with progress in the
grades; Paschal and Sullivan because they believe
that performance tests are entirely free from
lenguage handicaps; Sheldon because he attempted
to eliminate language difficulties by a crude
translation of the test; Young because he consid-
ers language handicaps as relatively unimportant.l

Sanchez continues to say:

Without minimizing the value of the
studies of the test scores made by Spanish-
speaking children, an analysis of procedures,
materials, conelusions, and interpretations,
however, indicates that in many instances far
reaching suggestions or interpretations have
been made without due consideration of this
faot-~that the problem of the Spanish-speak-
ing child represents but a sampling of the wider
problem of group differences, and the findings
in the wider field are inexorably bound up
with those for this sampling. Proper aecount-
ing for the inferior test results of Spanish-
speaking children eannot be made unless it is

lrhomas R. Garth, "Intelligence of lMexiecan Chil-
dren", School and Society, Vel. XXVII (1932) pp. 791-2.



in terms of the findings for the field in
general, for the fundamental causes to whioh
this inferiority may be atiributed are not
unique or peculiar to Spanish-speaking chil=-
dranabut represent influences active upon
all.

While & great many tests have been given and checked
in the preparation of this thesis, all of them have been
discarded with the opinion that they are of no value be~
cause of the langusge handicep. This opinion seems to be

substantiated by the foregoing authors.

Intelligence quotient of Mexican children. A study

is included made by Miss Ellen Alice McAnulty, Statis-
ticien Psychology and Educational Research Division of
the University of Southern California,

Two groups of children were selected as subjects for
this study. One group was composed of 1,240 Mexican chil~
dren, The data for this group were selected from survey
records which had been sent to the Division of Psychology
and Educational Research. Only cases which had been def-
initely labeled "Mexican" by the counselors or teachers

were taken.

The other, a control group of 1,074 American white

children, is the same group used in all three studies. 4is

2george Sanchez, "Group Differences and Spanish-
Speaking Children", Journal of Applied Psychology, Vol.
XVI (October, 1932) p. 556.
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indicated in the previous report, the control group
possessed an average intelligence guotient of 105, which
may be several points above that of American white chil-
dren throughout the eity. It should be added, however,
that several samplings were made and in each of them the
average intelligence guotient of American white children
was 105,

It was concluded from this study that the average
intelligence gquotient of a group of 1,240 Mexican chil-
dren tested with group tests of intelligence was found to
be 91.2, approximately nine points below that of un-
selected groups, The distribution of the intelligence
quotients was found to be normal, with some of the cases
falling in the superior groups. The language handicap was
at least partly responsible for the lowering of the aver-
age intelligence quotient for the group,®

The average Mexican child in the group was found to
be chronologically retarded one full year when compared
with the control group and with the city norms.

In both reading vocabulary and reading comprehension,

the average achievement of the children in the Mexican

SEllen Alice MeAnulty, "Distribution of the In-
telligence in the Los Angeles Elementary Schools", Los
Angeles Educationasl Research Bulletin, Vol. VIII (1929)
p. 86,
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group was found to be approximately that to be expected
from the average actual grade placements and from the
intelligence test results. The average achievement of the
group in asrithmetic fundementals is above that to be ex-

pected, but is not one term above norm.

Distribution of intelligence guotients. A study of

the figures of Table XVII shows that in the group of 265
Mexican children observed there were seven which fell be-
low the I.Q. of seventy, forty fell between seventy and
seventy nine, seventy seven between eighty and eighty nine,
fifty eight between ninety and ninety nine, sixty between
one hundred and 169, nineteen between 110 and 119, and
four between 120 and 129. There were none above 130. The
mean for the group was 92.1. In the second grade of 276
children tested there were six below seventy, forty three
between seventy and seventy nine, ninety between eighty
and eighty nine, seventy between ninety and ninety nine,
fifty six between one hundred and 109, nine between 110
and 119, two between 120 and 129, and none above 130. The

mean for the group was 90.5.

The percentage distribution of intelligence by grade,
Table XVIII gives the percentage distribution of intelli-

gence by gmades.

i



TABLE XVII

628

DISTRIBUTION OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF A
GROUP OF MEXICAN CHILDREN (BY GRADES)4

I.Q. 1 2 3 4 5 ] 1-6
Below 70 7 6 2 1 9 2 27
70=79 40 43 38 28 35 9 195
80-89 77 90 72 58 52 31 374
90-99 58 70 65 66 47 35 341
100-109 60 g6 30 82 19 21 208
110-118 19 9 13 13 8 11 73
120-129 4 2 3 2 5 6 22
130-Above 1 i a
Total 265 276 223 185 1756 116 1240
Mean 92,1 90.5 90.3 91.6 88.8 95.0 91.2

ot

ﬂunnlty, op. el

., D. B4.




PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS
OF A GRCUP OF MEXICAN CHILDREN (BY GRADES)

I.Q. 1 2 3 4 5 6 1-8
Below 70 2.6 2.2 0.9 0.5 6.1 1.7 2.8
7079 16.1 15.6 17,0 '15.1 20.0 7.8 15.5
80-89 29.1 32.6 32.3 88.1 29.7 26.7 30.2
20-99 21.9 85.4 29.1 35.7 86,9 350.2 27.5

100~109 28,6 £80.3 13.5 l1.9 10.9 18.1 16.8
110-119 7.8 3.3 5.8 7.0 4.8 9.5 5.9
120-129 1.6 0.7 1.5 1l.1 2.9 6.8 1.8
130-above 0.5 0.9 0.2
Total 265 276 233 185 175 116 1240
Mean 92.1 90,5 90,3 91.6 88,8 05.0 91.2

SMeanulty, op. eit., p. 86.



TABELE XIX

COMPARISON OF THE AVERAGE CHRONCLOGICAL AGES 0
THE TWO GROUPS IN TERMS OF MONTHS (BY GRADES)

City Control Mexican
Grade Norm Group Group
2 94 98 103
3 107 106 118
& 119 118 130
5 132 131 l44
6 144 l44 152

SMeAnulty, op. oit., p. 43.
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Comparison of the average chronological ages be-
tween a control group and a Mexican group. In Table XIX

it may be seen that by ocomparing the average chronological
age, the second grade shows a city norm of ninety four
months.

The third grade is 107 months for the ecity norm,
106 months for the centrol group norm, and 118 for the
Mexican group norm.

The Mexican group generally showed approximately
one yeu’s/ retardation, g

Reading comprehension., Table XX shows & study of
reading comprehension. The totel American cases was 793
and the Mexlicans totaled 666. The total relationship be-
tween achievement and norm of the entire group studied
wes .43 for the white children and .13 for the Mexicans.
The relationship for the entire group between achievement
and grade placement was .ll for the white children and .04

for the Mexicans,

Summary. In view of the low scholastic abilities
of the Mexican school children it would seem best to place
them in separate schools. The Mexican attitude toward
education seems to be one of indifference. The cause of
the family comes first regardless of the benefits of edu-

cation.



TABLE XX

ACHIEVEMENT OF AMERICAN WHITE CHILDREN AND OF
MEXICAN CHILDREN IN READING COMPREHENSION?

GRADES
-] 3 4 ° € Total

Rumber Americans....... 145 123 184 170 169 793
Number MexicansS..sesess 177 1863 131 108 97 686
Average achivement of

AmericansSessssesens 2.55 3.86 4'75 6.31 7,14
Average achievement of

Mexilcang.ssessessss 249 3.44 4.26 5,25 6,32
Relationship & Norm

m“ioansfoco...-to 08 .36 +«26 +81 «B64 .43
Relationship & Norm

Mexicane¥seeessesss «01 .06 .24 .35 .,18 .13
Relation between achiwe-~

ment and Int. grade

Pl. Americanssesess .28 .09 .06 .24 ,40 .11
Relation between achieve-

ment and Int. grade

Pl. Mexican8eeesess «13 .06 068 L,14 .14 .04

*Relationships are expressed in terms of years.

"MeAnulty, op. oit., p. 26.



Their racial language handicap seems to be a

severe liability to their advancement in school. This
fact coupled with the fact that the test intelligence of
the average lMexican is below that of the aversge white
child makes it seem probable that & separate curriculum
ad justed to them is advisable.

The language handicep causes the lexicen to heve
difficulty with reading and comprehension. This probably
could be overcome by having a speeisl staff of teachers
trained for remedial work and well scquainted with the
problems presented by language handicaps.

It is with these facts in mind that segregation in-
to separate schools for the Mexicans is suggested. 4
curriculum based upon their abilities, taught by people
sympathetic with their problems, would probably help solve
the problem of assisting the Mexican in becoming a worth=

while citizen.




CHAPTER VII

SEGREGATION IN PRACTICE

It hes been suggested in previous chapters that the
segregation of lMexicans would be of adventage to both
them and the white children. This view gains support from
an examination of their cultural background, and mental
and physical characteristics. In this chapter the problem
of segregation can be further studied through an analysis
of actual steps being taken in southern Californies to
solve the problem presented by the Mexicans.

lany school districts in southern California have
attempted to solve the problem presented by large numbers
of ilexican children in their schools by organizing spec-
ial rooms and segregating the lMexican children from the
white children,

In Teble XXI is given a list of school districts

which have their Mexican children in speeial schools or



IABLE XXI

ISOLATED DISTRICTS COMPOSED OF MEXICANS, OR MEXICANS AND
OTHER FOREIGNERSL

Azusa Pomona
Bakersfield Porterville
Bell Redlands
Compton Riverside
Huntington Park San Bernardino
Lankersheim San Fernando
Madera Santa Barbara
Modesto Santa Paula
Monrovia Santa llaria
Uontebello Santa Monica
Napa Van Nuys
Ontario Visalia
Whittier

lYoung, op. oit., p. 22.
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rooms have been organized in which the Mexican children

are regquired to attend.

Segregated school districts in southern California.

In Table XXII is shown a list of school districts having
schools with 90-100 percent Mexican enrollment. All of
the districts named are in southern California. Los
Angeles school district has ten schools for Mexican pupils;
Orange County has fourteen; San Bernardino County has six=-
teen; Imperial has eight; Ventura hes four; Santa Barbara
County has two; Riverside has two, and Carpinteria has one.
The large Mexican population in some of the southern
Californie counties has made a problem of major social as
well as economic importance. Imperial County has a Mexi=

can population of 5.4 percent of the total populstion.

Stability of school enrollment. It is necessary
here to make a comparison of the stability of school en~-
rollment in schools where the Mexican children are seg-
regated from the white children and schools where they
are not segregated in an effort to determine whether or
not segregation contributes to the stability of school
enrollment.

It is important to the child as well as to the
school district thet the school enrollment fluctuate as

little as possible. In this study the enrollment of six



TABLE XXII

et

DISTRICTS SHOWING SCHOOLS WITH 90~100 PER CENT
MEXICAN ENROLLMENTS

Distriocts Number of Schools
Los Angelses 10
Orange 14
San Bernardino 16
Imperial 8
Yentura 4
Santa Barbara 2
Riverside 2

®young, op. eit., p. 19.
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schools has been compared, three of which have the
Mexiocan end white children segregated and three which do

not.

Monthly record of enrollment. Table XXIII gives
the monthly record of enrollment for the school year
1937=-1938 for six schools. Three of these schools; Temple,
Glendora, and Baldwin Park are non-segregated schools. The
other three, Azusa, El Monte, and Hudson are segregated.
Heading from the top to the bottom gives the attendance
by months for the ten months of the school year. During
this year it is found that there is very slight fluectu-
ation in the enrollment in the non-segregated schools, and
what fluctuation there is, is irregular. The Baldwin Park
school shows the greatest fluctuation with an enrollment
of sixty four during the first month, and seventy five
during the fifth month. It then drops to sixty seven for
the tenth month.

In the El Monte school just the opposite is true,
The enrollment during the first month was 458. This de-
creased regularly for the first four months reaching a
total of 350 for the fourth month. The enrollment then
inoreased each month until 1t gained a total of 441 for
the tenth month.

The Hudson school started the first month with an

enrollment of 874. During the second month this inoreased
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TABLE 11

———

MONTHLY RECORD OF ENROLLMENT

1937-19383
lio. Non-Segregated Schools Segregated Schools
Temple Glendora Baldwin Azuse El Monte Hudson
Park
i 0 27 45 64 339 458 274
2 28 44 78 395 454 278
) 23 48 71 432 378 227
4 24 42 73 435 350 220
1 23 45 75 467 %91 223
6 20 47 67 558 410 285
¥ 24 49 70 510 419 322
8 23 47 69 513 423 222
9 25 48 70 504 437 226
10 22 46 67 489 44) 214
3?(ou.n,g, op. oit., p. 21,



74

to 278; dropped to 220 the fourth month; rose again to
280 the sixth month, then dropped to 214 for the tenth
month, Although there was a little irregularity in the
enrollment in this school, the general tendency during
the year was down. The enrollment dropping from 274 dur-
ing the first mbnth to 214 during the tenth month.

In Table XXIV is shown the monthly record of en-
rollment for these same schools for the school year 1935-
1936« In the non-segregated schools, the Temple school
started with en enrollment of sixty-three. This drops to
forty-nine during the fifth month, rises to sixty=-four in
the sixth month, and drops to fifty-two in the tenth
month. There is an irregular drop in the enrollment here
from the first to the tenth month.

The Glendora school started with an enrollment of
thirty-two, gradually rose to forty-five during the sixth
month and dropped to forty-one in the tenth month. The
same gradual curve is noted for the Baldwin Park school
during this year. They started with an enrollment of
sixty-seven in the first month, incrsased to seventy-two
during the sixth month, and then declined to sixty-three
in the tenth month.

In the segregated schools, Azusa started the term
with a total of 396 pupils, This increased gradually to
540 in the sixth month, then dropped to 537 in the tenth



TABLE XXIV

MONTHLY RECORD OF ENROLLMENT
1935-19364

Mo. Non-Segregated Schools Segregated Schools
Temple Glendora Baldwin Azusa E1 Monte Hudson
Park

67 396 383 250
72 428 367 246
68 441 397 202
69 438 375 188
69 504 402 210
72 540 398 211
72 533 384 205
&7 545 373 209
67 557 3982 202
63 537 390 185

O W0 -a0 oo

=

4'Young, op. eit., p. 23,
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menth.

El lMonte school does not show as great an increase
in enrollment during the year as the Azusa school but
the enrollment curve for the year is similiar. They
started with an enrollment of 3853, rose to 402 in the
£fifth month and dropped again to 390 in the tenth month.

The Hudson school shows a gradual decrease ia en-
rollment all during the school year. They started the
term with 250 enrolled. With slight fluctuations this de-
creased each month to 195 during the tenth month.

Enrollment for the year 1936-1937 is given in Table
XXV. It is found in the non-segregated schools that Temple
school has a deoreasing enrollment throughout the entire
year. It decreased from eighty-one in the first month to
sixty-two in the tenth month.

Glendora school increases from thirty-seven in the
first month to fifty-six in the fifth month and then de-
creases to thirty-six in the tenth month.

Baldwin Park school remained fairly uniform during
the year 1936-1937. They began the term with an enrollment
of seventy-four and ended with an enrollment of seventy=-
one in the tenth month.

In the segregated schools during this year Azusa

again shows & tendency towards greater enrollment during

the middle of the term. They started with an enrollment of
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TABLE XXV

MONTHLY RECORD OF ENROLLMENT

1936-19375
Mo. Non-3egregated Schools Segregated Schools
Temple Glendora Baldwin Azusa El Monte Hudson
Park

i 81 a7 74 405 3656 274
2 68 46 69 471 394 287
3 68 47 68 478 377 258
4 89 45 70 492 373 257
S5 67 56 75 519 a7 261
6 59 43 76 536 374 265
T 638 42 87 533 364 256
8 68 40 66 5629 382 257
9 61 36 64 585 400 268
10 62 36 v 508 405 262

5Young, op. eit., p. 25,
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405 in the first month, increased to 536 in the sixth
month, and decreased to 508 in the tenth month.

El Monte school shows a fairly steady increase dur-
ing the yeer beginning with 355 in the first month, in-
creasing to 377 in the fifth month, and to 405 in the
tenth month.

The Hudson school again follows a decline in en-
rollment. This school started the term with 274 enrolled.
This dropped in the sixth month, and to 262 in the tenth
month.,

4 study of the monthly record of enrollment of these
schools was again made in 1937-1938, These figures are
shown in Table XXVI.

From this study of monthly record of enrollment for
the three sezregated and three non-segregated schools over
a period of four years it is found that there is apprec~-
iable differences in the stability of school attendance.
The fluotuation is irregular in the non-segregated schools,
while in the segregated schools the enrollment tends to
follow a smooth ourve. Where they are not segregated, they
seem to be indifferent end uninterested, causing them to
be unsatisfied end willing to leave with the least pro-

vocation to work.,

3 ¥+ The stability of school enrollment is

affected by the seasonal occupations such as orange-pick-



TABLE XXVI

—_—

MONTHLY RECORD OF ENROLLMENT

1937-19386
lo. Non-Segrezated Schools Segregated Schools
Temple Glendore Baldwin Azusa El Monte Hudson
Park
1 113 49 79 503 543 247
2 109 43 71 543 572 231
3 114 46 786 548 415 226
4 106 48 79 554 457 285
5 104 51 8l 581 460 207
6 101 49 77 599 468 210
7 103 49 69 590 470 211
8 100 49 69 600 481 203
) 98 S0 74 595 481 201
10 93 47 m 587 471 201

®Young, op. eit., p. 25.



ing, walnut-picking, and other fruit industries. This
migration tends to account for the fluctuation in school
enrollment. The study indicates that there is less fluot-
uation of enrollment in segregated schools than in non-
segregated schools.

An evaluation of the facts presented in this chapter
shows that it is obvious that there is definitely more
progress of the Mexicans in the segregated schools over
those in the non-segregated schools. Stability is more
constant in the segregeted situations also; this tends to
raise the average daily attendance of the school population
and is beneficial to the community as a whole.

Stability by means of sesregation is not positive
but the results from the studies seem to show that there

is a tendency for more permanence where the segregated

situations exist.




CHAPTER VIII

SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

An examination of literature dealing with Mexicans
since 1928, supplemented by a canvass of periodicals and re-
ports dealing particularly with the Mexican child has been
made to determine whether segregation of Mexican school chil=-
dren is a solution to their school and economic success.

It has previously been stated that educators have
repeatedly stressed the importance of the relationship
between the child and his school environment., With this
thought in mind it has been the purpose of this study to
note any existing relationship between the social adjust-
ment of the Mexican child and the school achievement by
the use of a questionnaire and vislitetion to Mexican

homes., It has too often been the practice of those who do



anything about the ad justment of raocial problems to wait

until they have become pronounced before any remedial
measures are taken. An adjustment questionnaire enables

one t0 recognize racial disorders in their early stages

and mekes it possible to bring about improved mental eon-
ditions before the disorders develop inte a difficult
state. It is hoped that this study will bring school people
to the realizetion that a readjustment of the Mexican
school c¢hild is of first importence in order to alleviate
this unfortunate situation.

From the first part of this study the following

conelusions were derived:

l. The Mexican children have a bi-lingual handicap
when they come to the United Stateas.

2. Raciel amalgamation has not, to date, been an
answer to their assimilation,

&. The Mexican child, though not necessarily below
the intelligent standard of the white child,
is so harrassed by his unequal living con-
ditions, housing conditions, that he is uneble
to apply his natural intelligence to the prob=-
lems presented in schocl with the same alacrity

88 his white brother.

4, The white children ere slowed in their educat-

ional progress becsuse of the slowing down of



5.

8.

10.

the olass as a whole in order to allow the
Mexican pupils to progress at their own rate.

The Mexican child is unable to grasp to the full
the education that is offered him.

The Mexican has a temperament which is peculiarly
his own. To him lying and deceit are not grev-
ious crimes. Honor and dignity are prized virtues
to be gained at any cost.

There has been a rapid increase in the number of
Mexican boys and girls committed to correctional
schools,

The Mexican race is of a less sturdy stock than
the white race. Communicable diseases are com-
mon among the Mexican children, They lack per-
sonal habits of hygiene.

Secholastie abilities of the average Mexican child
are low,

The Mexican child's attitude toward education is

ipdifferent causing poor mental attitudes.

Since an important function of the school is to

lead pupils to become socially adjusted personalities, then

it is evident to those who are in the work to make every

effort to ascertain the conditions under which this can

be brought about.



4 study made by the Los Angeles County Police
Department showed that of the arrests made in Los Angeles
county in 1933, 18.4 percent were lfexicans. The 1930
census lists the liexican population for Los Angeles county
as 7.5 percent of the total population. In view of the
foregoing yearly percentages of Mexican arrests and jail
bookings the Mexicans show a relatively high percentage
for the proportion of population. The same condition ex-
ists in juvenile arrests and number of juveniles sent to
institutions of correction. 4 check in the Azusa city
school district showed the Mexican children to have a
greater percentage of swearing, more cases of obscene note
writing, end more cases of questionable conduct.

4 report from the United States Children's Bureau
shows that the lexican mortality rate to be much greater
than for the general population. Governor C, C. Young's
Fact-Finding Committee found that during the years 1931~
1935 the average percentage of communiceble diseases among
Mexican people to be 16.15 percent of the total in Los
Angeles oounty.

Conclusions and recommendations. Considering the

above facts, (1) because of the greater social differences
of the two races, (2) because of the much higher percent-
ege of contagious diseases, (3) because of a higher per-

centage of undesirable behavior characteristics, (4) be-



B8S

cause of much slower progress in school, and (5) because
of their much lower moral stsndards, it would seem best
that:

1. Wherever numbers permit, Mexicen children be
segregated, and that teachers especially qualified be
placed in charge of these groups.

2. A special course of study be prepared to meet the

needs of Mexiecan school children.
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