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Greenland lost 217 billion tons of ice last month
By Ra� Letzter Staff Writer | LiveScience

A staggering 217 billion tons (197 billion metric tons) of meltwater �owed off of Greenland's ice
sheet into the Atlantic Ocean this July. The worst day of melting was July 31, when 11 billion tons
(10 billion metric tons) of melted ice poured into the ocean.

This massive thaw represents some of the worst melting since 2012, according to The Washington
Post. That year, 97% of the Greenland ice sheet experienced melting. This year, so far, 56% of the ice
sheet has melted, but temperatures — 15 to 20 degrees Fahrenheit above average — have been
higher than during the 2012 heat wave. All told, this July's melt alone was enough to raise global
average sea levels by 0.02 inches (0.5 millimeters), according to the Post.

Published August 5, 2019·

Ice �oats past the village of Ilulissat in Greenland. (Joe Raedle/Getty)
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"This might seem inconsequential, but every increment of sea-level rise provides a higher launchpad
for storms to more easily �ood coastal infrastructure, such as New York's subway system, parts of
which �ooded during Hurricane Sandy in 2012," Andrew Freedman and Jason Samenow reported in
the Post. "Think of a basketball game being played on a court whose �oor is gradually rising,
making it easier for even shorter players to dunk the ball." [8 Ways Global Warming Is Already
Changing the World]
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For those keeping track, this means the #Greenland #icesheet 
ends July with a net mass loss of 197 Gigatonnes since the 1st 
of the month.

Greenland @greenlandicesmb
Ongoing heatwave in #Greenland - 31st July biggest melt day so far - 56% 
of the #icesheet had at least 1mm of melt at surface and more than 10 
billion tonnes of ice was lost to the ocean by surface melt alone 
 
Another big melt day expected today 
 
polarportal.dk/en/greenland/s…

9:57 PM · Jul 31, 2019

316 363 people are Tweeting about this

More From LiveScience
2012

The Washington Post

https://www.livescience.com/23026-global-warming-changing-world.html
https://twitter.com/ruth_mottram?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://twitter.com/ruth_mottram?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://twitter.com/ruth_mottram/status/1156791144791105536?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Greenland?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html&src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/icesheet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html&src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/greenlandicesmb/status/1156789601182375936/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://twitter.com/greenlandicesmb/status/1156789601182375936/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://twitter.com/ruth_mottram/status/1156791144791105536?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html&tweet_id=1156791144791105536
https://twitter.com/ruth_mottram/status/1156791144791105536?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1156791144791105536%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livescience.com%2F66082-greenland-dumped-197-billion-tons-of-ice.html
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2012GL053611
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2019/08/01/greenland-ice-sheet-poured-billion-tons-water-into-north-atlantic-july-alone/?noredirect=on&amp;utm_term=.d3c892d6bc7c#click=https://t.co/5KksacOoDW


9/1/2020 Greenland lost 217 billion tons of ice last month | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/science/greenland-lost-217-billion-tons-of-ice-last-month 3/6

That melting occurred after a heat wave that had swept across Europe in July, setting temperature
records in France, settled over Greenland. And June was the hottest June ever recorded the world
over. This massive global warming coincides with a drastic increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide
levels, to amounts not seen in the last 800,000 years. At the same time, part of Greenland is on �re.

In the long term, climate change is expected to cause even more-rapid melting — melting that
is even more extreme than predicted by even the worst-case models just a few years ago. That will
mean worsening storms, swamped coastlines and millions of climate refugees. At the same time,
the heat that's melting all that ice is expected to make vast regions of the world uninhabitable for
parts of the year, as temperatures climb beyond what the human body can handle.

Meanwhile, in Greenland, the heat wave is still going on.

Images: Sharks & Whales from Above
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Originally published on Live Science.
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