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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

James P. Daley
Doctor of Philosophy in Music Composition

RITUALS for Solo Electric Bass & Wind Ensemble

The purpose of this work is to synthesize various elements of mysticism, philosophy, and nature to reflect the inner
struggle and difficulties that are inseparable from human existence. This is intended to show that the significance of our
existence is highly ephemeral and microscopic within the immense scale of the universe. A work of this nature is
important for many reasons but one central to my thesis is to contribute a meaningful work to the modern solo repertoire
for bassists.

Some of the techniques employed in “RITUALS” allow for a significantly more virtuosic level of expression, which
effectively expands the capabilities of the bass as one might find in more pianistic styles of expression and phrasing. The
four movements of this work combine several pre-existing musical styles and idioms in order to create a polystylistic
fusion composition. Conceptually, this is a musical representation of mysticism in finding the common thread between all
things we experience in life and nature. By incorporating these various styles and influences, it is my intent to ultimately
challenge the soloist with a musical setting that requires a diverse skill set.

The use of slowly building layers of atmospheric musical textures that feature the use of swelling dynamics to
emulate a breath-like aural effect are meant to represent the human spirit. Some of the musical textures include extended
techniques such as (but not limited to) air noises, multi-phonics, singing while playing, key clicks, vocal noises,

etc.
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RITUALS

I - Trapped in a World of Formlessness
L1 - At the Center of Everything
I11 - Two Ears One Mouth
IV - Half True, Half Dead

14

agic... The darkest magic. My soul swims in it...
Scattered across time, trapped in the world of
formlessness...”

-David Lo Pan



INSTRUMENTATION

Soloist:
Electric Bass Guitar

Ensemble:
Flute
Oboe

Bb Clarinet (x2)
Bass Clarinet
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
Bassoon (2x)
Contrabassoon
Trumpet
Horn
Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Harp
Celesta
Piano

Percussion:
Timpani (x2)
Vibraphone
Snaredrum
Woodblocks
Maracas
Large Tamtam
Brake-Drum
Bass Drum
Drum Set
Metal Singing Bowls (x4)
Desk Bells
Bike Horns
Geophone
Finger Cymbals
Triangle



PERFORMANCE NOTES

1. ad lib.

NN

[ —_ ; =

Ad Lib: or Aleatoric sections, improvise non-diatonic expressive phrases.

IL. Whispered: « « e ccaccccanccccccccccscncccnanantcaccccccanan
— S — e i e
e e — e

Ki - Koh! Ka - Ki - Koh!

Whispered: all passages should be highly percussive and sharply chant-like,
exaggerate all vocal attacks and syllables.

RV T M

| On Cue:

All sections with circled numerical rehearsal marks are un-metered and cued by the
conductors left hand indicating the number. Do not try to align parts in unified
rhythm, stagger calculated entrances and take your time, be sneaky and intense.

Auxiliary Instruments: Brke Horns & Desk Bells should be placed near the
performers feet and kept inconspicuous to the audience until used in the 111
movement. Fznger Cymbals and other auxiliary instruments used should be kept on a
music stand or other nearby accessible surface to the performer. Singing bowls
should be struck before sustaining resonance.

Soloist: Repeats are optional during Cadenzas. You may modify any improvised or
ad lib sections to suit your own personal style(s) of performing, ideally in the most
expressive manner. This work was composed for a 4-string electric bass however
there are optional lower octave notes provided if a 5 or 6-string instrument is used.
The use of a fretwrap during all two-handed tapping passages is highly

recommended.
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