The Dunwich Horror

by

Jacob K. Lee

A dissertation accepted and approved in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy

in Music Composition

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Robert Kyr, Chair
Dr. David Crumb, Core Member
Dr. Stephen Rodgers, Core Member

Dr. Steven Brown, Institutional Representative

University of Oregon

Fall 2024



© 2024 Jacob K. Lee



DISSERTATION ABSTRACT
Jacob K. Lee
Doctor of Philosophy in Music Composition

Title: The Dunwich Horror

‘The Dunwich Horror’ is a chamber opera in three scenes composed by Jacob Lee
with a libretto by the composer, based on the 1928 novella by H.P. Lovecraft. It concerns
the ostracized Whateley family, each of whom engage with interdimensional
monstrosities to exact vengeance on the town of Dunwich. The outcome proves
increasingly disastrous for the Dunwich townsfolk as one of the Whateleys is not what
they seem. The opera is scored for six vocal soloists (soprano, two mezzo-sopranos, alto,
tenor, and baritone) and chamber orchestra. The duration of the work is approximately

one hour.
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[ LAVINIA is sitting in a rocking chair center stage, with her back to the audience.

She gently rocks back and forth with two bundles - one in either arm.
The rest of the stage is empty save an empty bassinet stage left. |
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Clarinet in Bb/
Bass Clarinet
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[ NARRATOR enters upstage left. |
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Across a covered bridge one sees a village set between the stream
and the mountain. It is not reassuring to see that most of the houses
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LAVINIA gives none, and so MAMIE continues. |
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LAVINIA turns her bundles away with loathing abruptly so as to hide them from MAMIE. ]

[ MAMIE catches brief sight of the children in LAVINIA's arms and turns away aghast.
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[ LAVINIA stands up with her babies and faces away from MAMIE. ]
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[ LAVINIA raises both arms and looks out at the audience in a prophetic trance;

MAMIE recoils in fright |
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[ curtain closes as MAMIE moves upstage left to
The hustle-bustle of town goss
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[ Curtains open to reveal a door frame set in the center of the stage. |

[ ELMER exits upstage left while MAMIE exits upstage right. |
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[ ELMER enters mainstage left. |
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and past ELMER, nearly knocking him over. |
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[ CHILD WILBUR races from mainstage right, through
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[ ELMER steps inside the barn... |
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and recoils in disgust from the stench. |
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[ Lights fade on ELMER and shift to NARRATOR, upstage right. |
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The smell was but one of the curious oddities of the Whateley's
property. Neighbors watched as mother and son methodically
boarded up all entries to their tool house save the door, which
was fitted with a stout, fresh lock.
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In less than a year, the shed laid abandoned while the top floor of the Whateley house showed

similarly clap-boarded windows. Though odd, their carpentry displayed the effects of sound calculation.
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By the time Wilbur was ten - bearing the mind, voice, From bits of discarded lumber, people
stature, and bearded face of maturity - a second great siege concluded that the boy and mother had knocked
of carpentry went on at that old house. out all the partitions and had even removed the
attic floor, leaving one vast open void between
the ground story and peaked roof.
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[ NARRATOR exits upstage right. |

[ Lights fade. |
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WILBUR is standing by her side.

[ Lights abruptly rise showing LAVINIA in bed;
Nothing else is on stage. |
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[ LAVINIA desperately grabs at WILBUR'S collar: |
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[ LAVINIA gasps her last breath.

The whippoorwill stop chirping. ]
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The Dunwich Horror
[ LILITH appears downstage right, cloaked in shadow. |
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The Dunwich Horror

[ Lights up on NARRATOR, who is downstage left. |
[ Behind her, the stage is lit in a dim light and reveals a library.
A singlular desk is upstage right and a bookshelf upon which fat, old books are kept is upstage left. |
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Miskatonic, which was the nearest to him

geographically.

=

[ NARRATOR begins moving upstage right toward the desk to assume the role of ISABELLE. |
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[ WILBUR enters upstage right and waits at the desk for ISABELLE. ]
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The Dunwich Horror

[ ISABELLE arrives at the desk. Lights up upstage. |
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The Dunwich Horror
[ ISABELLE leads WILBUR stage left toward the bookshelf. WILBUR follows uncomfortably close behind. ]

= 3

P 3

e e
[ 1 [ 1

i
W 2

T - 2

Supyl NS Supyl Supyl Supyl
A
b
A o i~ >x#\um
r.\
i~ ~d ~ ! Al mum
o o | & m-\
R T S ] >rumum_
L .\.\\ -Q]
ﬁ E Pmmﬁ \M. M_Mv
L. 1~ .

\\J?‘ oy
T Re

vy

T heo® @
o

113

e e

mf

L.
1- e N
U ﬁ‘“_ 11 v [
ﬂ Ik ﬁuw A a
ol ﬁi E \Lmvw >\.\.MUM 'y
o
Bf JuN| h | |
L] 1
L e I o
& f s 1
mi il 3l y - .
_{en \ﬂv\ e~ N N
g —u Lﬁ ‘"‘Q A -y ¥
mnw e
B | Al L I8 -Q
5 ol Fw. ( v.wHﬁ | | N
Me LR N -\w i (|-
E i ..HH% 1 At L
m 1 -\WH_“_ ALl [ 79|
&0 ﬁ m x A |
< bﬁl I i VIA|| INILY uu
E y
S e | A
m o ‘\J_ % m #wH >xfum M
2 - m Fw - M LB N-
S o F . S ' ANl |
£S5 [ (& Cutt IR i ]
<—velie || s rall e Y ® Sllii
< N aN N8 BN NP NO
>\ ~ )




I
it is!
>

Here
;

I 3

b

is it not?

T

b

),

The Dunwich Horror
e e e 14

T

%

k= 3

ly day we're hav-ing,

mf’

[ They arrive at the bookcase, and ISABELLE tries to be cordial as she searches for the book. |
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[ ISABELLE begins reading from the text as WILBUR stands right behind her peering intently over her shoulder. ]
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[ WILBUR picks up where she left off with added fervor and malevolent excitement. |

[ ISABELLE grows uneasy with what she has been reading and stops. |
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Freely; prophetic and chant-like

jin Tap keys, instrument, or blow air through spontaneously, gradually dying out by mm. 142
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Tap keys, insfrument, or blow air through spontaneously, gradually dying out by mm. 142
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Yog - Soth-oth is the key to the gate
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bent, goatish man seemed like something only partly of mankind, and linked to the black gulfs that stretch like
titan phantasms beyond all spheres of force and matter.
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[ Her action abruptly rouses WILBUR, who has a final burst of energy, shouting out in an unknown tongue.
This startles ISABELLE. |
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[ WILBUR, assuming a ghostly role, stands to recite the passages from his notebook while

ISABELLE stands downstage right, turning pages. |
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[ OFFICER enters stage right, startling ISABELLE. ]
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Jacob Lee

Scene 11T
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[ MAMIE is on the telephone. On stage with her is a door frame as well as a small end table
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E As Before [ MAMIE catches herself getting worked up and composes herself. |
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That night, every house and barn in Dunwich was barricaded as stoutly as possible.
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All agreed that they could hear a sort of muffled swishing or

lapping sound from somewhere just outside.

216

D&
D&

% mm- o
2 er EX3 E
A=)
I b .by m ~t ~t
2%
58 [\
m 3
£3 L. |
)
L 8%
=
o Il [
g .= N N
89 E=2 |
-3
a = .2 ~ ™Y
] 1 E=I
L =g
on = W |
=Y ~ ~
& 2
< O
0 Z el e e
M E &
e
EZ - e
o O e {xp
L= =
| £.5 ~t ~t
| ] o
I W M v vy
o ~ ~
R
s
. -> 23 N AL
ol ol
) W g i~
R
1~ 1~
1 T8 e
.y .y
N N
TTNe TN
" " Ler Ler |
N N
.
|
™ -, ™
SN AN N
S — S —
a o) 5 S o
) © z a

L
b

y 40
{2y
y 4%
{2y

154

B.D.
Nar.
Vin. II
Vla.
Ve.
D.B.

Vin. I



lights up on MAMIE, once again on
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The noise of splintering wood from the barn was quickly followed by a hideous screaming and

stamping amongst the cattle.
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Miss Bishop kept from screaming by some obscure instinct of defense which told her that her life depended on silence.

226



The Dunwich Horror

—\\\' . _ﬁ\\. .
e -
mL.N BN
h\J. . _ﬁJ .
L] T TN TN
1 1 1 il
g (I8
‘el el
BN
ol hld.
=
M T ol T
m..
EL YA
LJm ~t
BN
el
[ [ [ m rmJ il Al T
ol
~ ~t ~t .uM\\\ ~y
3
ot & 1
[ YN o h.yP\ Jolll 1 TR .ﬁv\‘ e
.o.r\J CLRERRN
ol e e A -jenl | TTe
b | “wlww B sy
M (hrini Il i THiLg
Yl
‘el e A el TTe
x|
E. S 2
oM A A T oM Ly
BN NI N &N, s lml @ BN AN
NI A S, A
S — T —
= S 2 & = £ z

227



The Dunwich Horror

ELiaNy e e
] .
Nl R m -0l N -om |l o 2
3
uilinta!! :
3 H o T MmN L H
Mbuai BN L[] ~t D> s
A ~\J. . o g
o)
ol TN A Y M ~t i) NN " )
L .y \nvl H =
o o Q- g
| K]
e My B s [T iy R nd ] LY w ¢ A
T T M e
=
‘ol ‘el B
| 1 :
Al all ECYRAN ‘el ~d ol o «
il =
.tw\‘ .ﬁq _ﬁ L m.
il [l [ Ll a
R YARE 3 YA uMn. Al I\ Nt - m |
LN N YAREE! S
| \ -
Al ‘el ~d ‘el ~d ol o =
leN m
o A ﬂa L o
=
“ﬂ.ﬁ\r o LB Al \] ~d MW m
i M1 M1 M1 =
Jall R YRREA - = m
_ H £ 5
‘Al ool g ool ~t ELY R o m hm
- F ey ﬂd : =3
= g
“.unﬁ\r 0 TTTe: I Al N i~ \uw Lm m !
. . “IN- Bt
.FH_ #llw Bk m g W
=22
-a W .bvw o ‘ol Nt om “ ¢ 172
~ L m Nt A.LVP\\ ALl TN iwuﬂ. m e ~4 Al € p”
N N B, s8N slml a2 M@ N s N N N
S — S —
= © O g =} a I} g ~ =
© = T \ ) Z = =
A @ m ~ = £

S

228



The Dunwich Horror

A
g in, oL laf Joll —
-q Q] il INEAE
1
[ JNAR i 18 bl 1n8 LR ik ~ e
o YRR ~\J. . A
-
3 [T |97 QL L
Ei.N L
K-t ol i
et 18 TR i A I3 7
X YARE ~\J_ . A
Bl Y [T Ol L 1N, L
- Ol I YRNRN
i inNg . r@ Ly M - .-
Ei.N
X YHRE ~\J. . wumwr
J [T 97 ol L
1a A
Al o (o]
-
IR S i S i S v Ng
aYe \aa Al
.ff; r@ hwww 3 YA 1
A Nl-
[ -~
N A e - s N "
ks I
.Pw M\A
.o.r; N T I JuE! gy
E=S B == o \nv\D
N a ot
ol N YaiN A\.uwr e M N " - D
<N NG NEg aN o s « (7} <N <N £ nt
BN € oo BN, 5 4 slEl 54 NG NG & 22
P
o 3 < = a S 5 = = E:
) o 2 = . 2 = )
A A M = z £ wn =

Jp

229



ANQ

NQ

AN

moltorall, —-----—-——————————— -

t

[ MAMIE steps through the door, stage right.

Lights dim as she does. |
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Darkness fell upon a stricken countryside too weak to organize for real defense.
In a few cases, close familes would band together and watch under one roof;

=

But - in general - there was only a repetition of barricading doors
and windows paired with the futile gesture of loading shotgun barrels.
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* NARRATOR begins mms. 272 and 274 after the downbeat in the instruments. In mms. 273 and 275, the first word is
coordinated with the downbeat in the instruments.
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Lights up on ELMER, who is alone centerstage holding a telephone to his ear. ]

[ Lights out on NARRATOR;
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Disturbing as the message was, Elmer Frye was well known for his wild tales and excessive drinking.
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Nevertheless, when a hastily assembled group of townsfolk trudged out to the
old Frye place, the truth was revealed.
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APPENDIX A: SYNOPSIS

Scene I

Lavinia Whateley has just given birth to a set of bastard twins, Wilbur and Lilith.
The town gossip of Dunwich, Mamie Bishop, drops by to see the children for herself and
is appalled when she catches sight of the deformed Wilbur. Lavinia rebukes Mamie,
professing her hatred for Mamie and the townsfolk. She further prophesies that all of
Dunwich will someday hear her child calling its father’s name.

Sometime later, Mamie and Elmer Frye are discussing the abnormalities of the
Whateley children. As Elmer later goes to visit the Whateleys, he is nearly knocked over
by a mischievous Wilbur, which sends Elmer into a fitful rage. Soon thereafter, Elmer
encounters an otherworldly stench in the Whateley’s barn as he hears Lilith singing to
herself in the distance.

Several years later, a fully mature Wilbur stands at the bedside of his dying
mother. As she is passing, she counsels Wilbur to care for some rapidly growing entity
and to seek out the Necronomicon (an evil book of spells and incantations). As she
passes, Wilbur stands unphased and still while we once again hear Lilith in the distance,

mourning her mother’s passing.

Scene 11

Wilbur travels to the library at Miskatonic where he meets Isabelle Armitage, the
head librarian. She leads him to the Necronomicon and they both read from its horrific
pages. After being refused further access to the book, Wilbur furiously storms from the

library.

273



Late that evening, Isabelle receives a phone call from her terrified night librarian
informing her that someone has broken into the library. When Isabelle arrives, she is
witness to a gruesome scene: the cryptid body of Wilbur is prone on the library floor,
having been mauled to death by the library’s guard dog. Isabelle spies Wilbur’s diary in
his clutches and, from its pages, learns the monster’s intents.

A novice policeman enters the library and surveys the scene. Isabelle attempts to
warn the officer of Wilbur’s motive but is condescendingly dismissed. As he leaves, the

vexed Isabelle is left only to wonder what may come back to Dunwich.

Scene 111

Mamie is on the phone, regaling her son’s recent findings around town. The
Whateley’s house has exploded; there is a dread stench in the air; the whippoorwills (an
omen of death) have been chorusing nonstop. Later that night, Mamie is awakened by the
sounds of her yelping dogs and a strange swishing sound by her barn. To protect her
livestock, she steps out of her house to investigate and is never seen again.

Similar events occur throughout Dunwich. Several nights later, Elmer calls the
citizens of Dunwich over their party line, proclaiming that he has actually seen the beast
responsible for the chaos. As he descends into what most would consider the ravings of

madness, something else is heard in the background of his phone call.
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APPENDIX B: LIBRETTO

SCENE I

Part 1 — Arietta and Spoken Recitative

LAVINIA is sitting in a rocking chair center stage, with her back to the audience. She

gently rocks back and forth, with two bundles — one in either arm. The rest of the stage is
empty.

LAVINIA

Hush my children, don’t you cry
The sun is set upon the sky
But if you journey up that hill

You soon may hear the whippoorwill.

NARRATOR enters downstage left.

NARRATOR (spoken)

When a traveler takes the wrong fork at the junction of the Aylesbury pike, one
comes upon a lonely and curious country. As the hills draw nearer, their sides
loom up so, that one wishes they would keep their distance. Across a covered
bridge one sees a village nested between the stream and the mountain. It is not
reassuring to see that most of the houses are deserted and falling to ruin. Once
across the bridge, it is hard to ignore the faint, malign odor about the streets.
Without knowing why, one hesitates to ask directions from the gnarled, solitary
figures spied on crumbling doorsteps. It is always a relief to get clear of the place;
afterward one sometimes learns that one has been through Dunwich. No one can

say just what is the matter with Dunwich, though old legends speak of unhallowed
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rites and conclaves amidst which they called forbidden shapes of shadow out of

the great rounded hills.

LAVINIA
Gaze into the shadowland
To find the old ones, monstrous, grand,
And bring them back upon that hill
That all may hear the whippoorwill.

MAMIE enters stage right as NARRATOR exits stage left.

Part 2 — Recitative and Aria

MAMIE

Lavinny, is that you? Earl said he heard cryin’ from your property,

and I thought I might come to see what all the fuss was. So, the birth was a
success, I take it? You know, it being the morning of Roodmas, it’s terrible timing
and wretched luck. Likely explains the commotion about, though. There’ve been
strange noises sounding in the hills, and all the dogs of Dunwich have been

barking non-stop. And you still won’t say the name of the father?

MAMIE Pauses for an answer. LAVINIA gives none, and so MAMIE continues.

But I assume you’ll keep the little devils anyway. Anyway, the ladies of the town

have been mighty eager to see your young ones. Let’s have a look!

MAMIE catches brief sight of the children in LAVINIA’s arms and turns away aghast.
LAVINIA turns her bundles away with loathing abruptly so as to hide them from MAMIE.
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They — they’re... Oh Lavinny, what happened? Do they both look like that one?
He has the face of a goat! What will people say?

LAVINIA

I don’t care what folks think — I don’t care. Just like everyone else: I don’t care!
if my boy Wilbur looked near like his pa, he wouldn’t look nothing like you’d

expect. And my girl Lilith will surely fill the measure of her creation.

I don’t care what you think — I don’t care. As you gawk and you stare, [ don’t
care! I’ve read and I’ve seen things that most never will, and if you knew these

hills like I do, you wouldn’t ask no more.

I don’t care if you live or you die! There are more here than just you and I! You
needn’t think you folks is here all alone. Now let me tell you something —
someday you’ll hear a child of mine calling its father’s name from the top of

Sentinel Hill!

Part 3 — Recitative

Lights fade on LAVINIA and MAMIE. LAVINIA exits as ELMER enters downstage lefi.
LAVINIA moves downstage left to meet ELMER.

MAMIE

Have you heard the latest about the two little Whateley’s? Have you seen those

two little devils?

ELMER

I’m headed to the Whateley’s now. I’ve seen that boy Wilbur, but never Lilith.

277



MAMIE

I suppose she keeps Lilith tucked away indoors. Poor thing must look even uglier

than Wilbur. I’ve heard the child singing lullabies to herself for hours on end.

ELMER

And that boy Wilbur grows with uncanny speed. Walking and talking before he

was even a year?

MAMIE

Yes, and now at four, he looks a boy of ten.

ELMER

And his clothes...

MAMIE

(his clothes!) look so uncomfortable. He being all buttoned up and squished in.

ELMER

Anytime the boy comes near my place, the dogs go mad. They abhor the boy.

Pauses.

Well, I must be off.
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Part 4 — Arietta and Recitative

ELMER enters mainstage left as MAMIE exits. CHILD WILBUR races out of the barn
and past ELMER, nearly knocking him over. There is a door frame set in the center of the

stage and nothing else.

ELMER
Lavinny’s beast brat! There’s something almost goatish about him. And here [ am
supplying them with my Alderney cows. That makes near a score this year alone,
but not a single head of increase to be seen in their herd. At least she pays well,
with solid gold coin. So why do her cattle look anemic and bloodless? And all
bearing wounds that look like rows of incisions? I’ve heard tell of the strange

things that are called out of the earth when a bullock is sacrificed at the proper

time to certain heathen gods.

Shudders.

That little beast brat!

ELMER steps inside the barn, then recoils in disgust from the smell.

What a singular odor! Dunwich folk have never been remarkable for their

immaculateness, but this could not come from anything sane or of this earth!

ELMER pauses as he hears LILITH singing to herself from elsewhere.

LILITH

Gaze into the shadowland to find the old ones, monstrous, grand,

And bring them back upon that hill that all may hear the whippoorwill.
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ELMER

Such a stench I’ve never smelt in all my life... save near those ancient circles on

the hills. This must be that boy Wilbur’s doing!

Part 5 — Spoken and Sung Recitative; Aria

Lights fade on ELMER and shift to NARRATOR, downstage right.

NARRATOR (spoken)

The smell was but one of the curious oddities of the Whateley’s property.
Neighbors watched as mother and son methodically boarded up all entries to their
tool house save the door, which was fitted with a stout fresh lock. In less than a
year, the shed lay abandoned while the top floor of the Whateley house showed
similarly clap-boarded windows. Though odd, their carpentry displayed the

effects of sound calculation.

By the time Wilbur was ten — bearing the mind, voice, stature, and bearded face of
maturity — a second great siege of carpentry went on at that old house. From bits
of discarded lumber, people concluded that the boy and mother had knocked out
all the partitions and had even removed the attic floor, leaving one vast open void

between the ground story and peaked roof.
Not soon after, Wilbur found his mother in a very grave state. Her labored
breathing told of an end not far off. The whippoorwill chanted in a frenzied state

outside her window.

Lights abruptly rise to show LAVINIA in bed with WILBUR seated by the side of the bed.
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LAVINIA
They whistle just in tune with my breathing now. They’re getting ready to catch
my soul. They know it’s going out, and they don’t calculate to miss it. If they do,
they’ll keep up singin’ and laughin’ til’ break of day. If they don’t, they’ll quiet
down real abrupt.

WILBER
Yes, mother. be still.

LAVINIA gasping

You give it more space, Willy, more space soon. You grow, and that grows faster.

Go find that devil book. Page seven-hundred-fifty-one. Necronomicon.

You feed it regular, Willy. Don’t let it grow too fast. Only them from beyond can

make it multiply. Only them, the old ones, as wants to come back.

LAVINIA gasps for air, then dies. The whippoorwills stop their chirping abruptly.

Part 6 — aria

WILBUR

They didn’t get her.

LILITH offstage

Hush, dear mother, close your eyes

And face the gates of your demise.
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The old ones knock upon the door.

They shall be freed forever more.

Hush my children, don’t you cry

The sun is set upon the sky

But if you journey up that hill

You soon may hear the whippoorwill.
Lights fade to black.

SCENE 11

Part 7 — Spoken and Sung Recitative

Lights up on NARRATOR, who is downstage left. Behind her, the stage is lit in a dim light
and reveals a library. A singular desk is upstage right and a bookshelf upon which fat,
old books are kept is upstage left.

NARRATOR/ISABELLE (spoken)

The following Summer Wilbur traveled outside of Dunwich for the first time.
Correspondence at Harvard... the British Museum... and the library of
Miskatonic University in Arkham had failed to get him the book he so desperately
wanted; And so, at length, he set out to consult the copy at Miskatonic, which was

the nearest to him geographically.
Well do I remember the day this dark, goatish gargoyle stepped foot into my

library. He walked heedlessly past our great, white-fanged watchdog, which

barked with unnatural fury and enmity.
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NARRATOR moves upstage right toward the desk to assume the role of ISABELLE.
WILBUR has entered upstage right and is waiting for her at the desk. Lights up on stage.

WILBUR

Wilbur Whateley. Good day.

ISABELLE

Isabelle Armitage. Good day to you, too. May I help you find something?

WILBUR

I’m looking for the Necronomicon, as printed in Spain in the 171" Century.

ISABELLE

Oh yes, of course! I remember your letter of request. That particular text is kept in

our special collections wing. Please follow me.
ISABELLE leads WILBUR stage left toward the bookshelf. Wilbur follows uncomfortably
close behind. As they reach the bookshelf, ISABELLE tries to be cordial as she looks for
the book.

Lovely day we’re having, is it not?

WILBUR stands menacing and silent.

Here it is! What are you hoping to find?
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WILBUR

I seek a formula found on page seven-fifty-one.

ISABELLE opens the book to the page.

ISABELLE

Right then, page seven-fifty-one.

Here we are:

Part 8 — Duet Aria

ISABELLE begins reading from the text as WILBUR stands right behind her, peering

intently over her shoulder.

ISABELLE
Yog-Sothoth knows the gate. Yog-Sothoth is the gate. He knows where the old
ones broke through of old; he knows where the old ones shall break through
again. Past, present, future, all are one in Yog-Sothoth.
The old ones were; the old ones are; the old ones shall be. Not in the spaces we
know, but between them. They walk serene and primal, undimensioned and to us
unseen.

They walk in places foul, where words...

ISABELLE grows uneasy with what she is reading and stops. WILBUR picks up where

she leaves off with added fervor and malevolent excitement.
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WILBUR
Where words have been spoken, and rites have been howled.
As a foulness, ye shall know them. Though their hand is at your throats, ye see
them not; their habitation is nearer than you know. Man rules now where they
ruled once; they shall rule where man rules now. Yog-Sothoth is the key to the

gate built between worlds whereby the spheres meet.

Part 9 — Sung and Spoken Recitative

WILBUR shifts his intense focus back on ISABELLE.
Ms. Armitage, I must take that book home. There’s things in there I’ve got to try,
and it would be a mortal sin to let a red-tape rule hold me up. Let me take it along
and I swear nobody will know the difference. I don’t need to tell you I'll take
good care of it.

ISABELLE uncomfortably
I’'m sorry, Mr. Whateley, but we cannot release this book for personal loan.

WILBUR containing his rage

Well, all right, if you feel that way about it. Maybe Harvard won’t be so fussy as

you!

WILBUR storms off stage abruptly, stage right.
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NARRATOR/ISABELLE (spoken)

The savage yelping of the guard dog as he left brought me back from my stupor.
That bent, goatish man seemed like something only partly of mankind and linked
to the black gulfs that stretch like titan phantasms beyond all spheres of force and
matter. I could have made him a copy of what parts he needed, but there was too
much responsibility in giving such a being a key to such blasphemous outer

spheres.

(sung) pondering

As a foulness, ye shall know them...

Part 10 — Recitative and Aria

Mainstage goes dark. NIGHT LIBRARIAN appears downstage left, holding a telephone

to her ear.

NIGHT LIBRARIAN
Ms. Armitage! Ms. Armitage! There’s someone broke into the library! The guard
dog has been crying half-mad, wild and fierce! I thought I heard another voice
scream out — but such a scream... could not come out of a being born of earth.
I’ve phoned the police, but — Oh, please hurry!

Lights out.

Lights on stage go up, but dim blue. ISABELLE is slowly surveying the outside of her
library downstage, heading from stage left to right.
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ISABELLE

What is this? An open window gaping in the moonlight? The watchdog moans its
low growls within, as whippoorwills chorus just outside. What a damnably

rhythmic piping!

ISABELLE summons her courage and snaps on the light inside, stage right. Lights up
mainstage. WILBUR is laying on the ground in such a way that only his head is visible to
the audience. The rest of his body is hidden upstage, behind the desk. ISABELLE looks on

in abject horror.
What frightful thing is this? It looks like Mr. Whateley, but only part of him is
human! Laying there in a pool of fetid ichor! Not quite dead... twitching silently.
its chest moves in time with the whippoorwill’s cry. What lays there in its
clutches?
ISABELLE reaches down to pull a small notebook from the dying WILBUR s grasp. Her
action abruptly rouses WILBUR, who has a final burst of energy, shouting out in an
unknown tongue.
WILBUR
N’gai! n’gha! bugg-shoggog, Yog-Sothoth! Yog-Sothoth! Yog-Sothoth...

WILBUR relaxes into death, letting out one final breath.

ISABELLE

It is dead, then. What dreadful ponderings has this monster made?
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Part 11 — Aria

WILBUR, assuming a ghostly role, stands to recite the passages from his notebook while

ISABELLE stands downstage right, turning pages.

WILBUR

That upstairs more ahead than I thought it would be and is not like to have much
earth brain. It will have the right cast and is near like them up on the hill. That

other face may wear off some.

Elam Joe’s collie Jack, when it went to bite me, shot it dead, on the spot — one
less mongrel to kill. Elam Joe said to me that he’d kill me if he ever dared. But I

guess that he won'’t.
Those unseen at Sabbat will be years before cleansing the earth. I suppose, in that
time, mother mine will most likely be dead. I must learn all the rites in the now

that is before. They outside cannot be without human blood.

Part 12 — Recitative and Arietta

Officer enters stage right, startling ISABELLE.

ISABELLE

Officer! Thank you for coming. Our guard dog killed the intruder, but you must
look at the body! The skin is covered with course, black fur, and from the
abdomen a score of greenish-grey tentacles! On each of the hips, set in a ciliated
orbit, are two underdeveloped eyes! What should be legs end in ridgy-veined pads

that are neither hooves nor paws. And you must read its writings!
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ISABELLE flips to a late page in the diary. WILBUR recites from the floor, as before.

WILBUR

How shall I, by and by, look when all of the earth is full cleared? He that came at
Sabbat, said I may be transfigured. No more man, only they — those the Old Ones

decree — will remain on the earth.

ISABELLE

We must make for Dunwich. I fear there is some evil growing there that Wilbur

Whateley planned to loose on the world!

OFFICER

Slow down, Ms. Armitage! I would put no stock in these words. They are the
ravings of a deranged mind. I admit that the body before us is gruesome, but
gored bodies appear that way. If nothing else, this can all be explained by
inbreeding, pure and simple. The... intruder is dead, and all can go back to the

way that it was before! Don’t worry — the coroner will be here soon.

OFFICER exits stage right.

ISABELLE

The way that it was? Inbreeding? What a simpleton! Show him the Great God Pan
and he’ll think it a common Dunwich scandal! But what thing — what cursed
shapeless thing — brought forth this wretched beast? Born on Candlemas, when
those inexplicable rumblings reached clear to Arkham — What walked on the
mountains that brisk May night? What Roodmas horror fastened itself on the

world in human flesh and blood?
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Fade to black.

SCENE III

Part 13 — Spoken and Sung Recitative

NARRATOR (spoken)

It was in the dark of night on October 9™ that the horror broke loose. The hill
noises had been quite pronounced during the evening, and the dogs barked
frantically all night. Early risers the next morning noticed a peculiar stench in the

air.

Lights go up to show MAMIE on the telephone. On the stage with her is a door frame and

a small end table with a lantern resting on it.

MAMIE

Yes, Miss Corey, Chancy, he just came back and couldn’t half talk for fear!
He says the Whateley house is all blown up and scattered about like there’d been
dynamite inside! the bottom floor is coated in tar-like stuff; Chancy says it smells

like thunder.

Toward morning, I heard the whippoorwills so loud I couldn’t sleep. Those
creatures never did act like creations of God, I say! and there are those who say

you can hear strange things rushing and whispering in the air down there.
Anyway... Chancy, he heard a great ripping toward the Whateley’s — and he says,

Miss Corey, as how he sought to look for Elmer’s cows, scared as he was, on

account of his upstanding moral duty. Well, he found them... in the upper pasture
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of the Devil’s Hop Yard! Half of them are clean gone, and the other half are
sucked most dry of blood, with sores on them like there was on Whateley’s cattle

ever since that beast brat was born!

Lights go down on MAMIE and up on NARRATOR, downstage right.

NARRATOR (spoken)

That night, every residence in Dunwich was barricaded as stoutly as possible.
About two in the morning a frightful stench accompanied by the savage barking
of dogs awakened the household at Mamie Bishop’s — all agreed that they could
hear a sort of muffled swishing or lapping sound from somewhere just outside.

Mamie resorted to calling the neighbors.

Part 14 — Spoken and Sung Recitative

Lights go down on NARRATOR and up on MAMIE, still in place and again on the
telephone.

MAMIE

I know something awful is about and feel my time is nigh, though God only
knows just what it is. I tell you, Miss Corey, there’s something abroad that ought
not be, and I for one think Wilbur Whateley is at the end of it. He wasn’t all
human himself, I always said; I think that he and Lavinny raised up something
wicked. There’s always been unseen things around Dunwich —

living things — that aren’t quite human...

MAMIE hears the sound of her barn splintering to bits.
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Land sakes! Miss Corey, I’ll have to phone you again. Whatever it is has just

gotten into my livestock, and I will not last the winter without them.

MAMIE hangs up the telephone.

NARRATOR (spoken)

The noise of splintering wood from the barn was quickly followed by a hideous

screaming and stamping amongst the cattle. Miss Bishop kept from screaming by
some obscure instinct of defense which told her that her life depended on silence.
Slowly, she lit a lantern and — amidst the demonic piping of whippoorwills in the

glen — Mamie Bishop stepped out into the night.

MAMIE enacts the actions previously mentioned by the narrator. As she steps through
the door, the stage goes dark.

Part 15 — Spoken Recitative and Aria

NARRATOR (spoken)

Darkness fell upon a stricken countryside too weak to organize for real defense.
In a few cases, families would band together and watch under one roof; but in
general, there was only a repetition of barricading doors and windows paired with

a futile gesture of loading shotgun barrels.

Several nights after the Bishop incident, the few remaining citizens of Dunwich
were startled by the abrupt ring of their party line. Those who took down their
receivers heard a fright-mad voice — it was Elmer Frye, who resided near the peak

of Sentinel hill, which overlooked the village.

Lights go up to show ELMER on the telephone.
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ELMER

I’ve seen it! I’ve seen that damned beast! Have mercy! That half-face — that half-
face resting on top... that face with red eyes, crinkly albino hair, and no chin!

it’s an octopus, centipede, spider kind of thing, but there’s that half-shaped human
head on top. It looks like Lavinnia Whateley, but it’s by far too big!

Bigger than a barn... made of squirming ropes... nothing solid about it —
wriggling and tossing and opening and shutting! Great bulging eyes all over it.

Heaven help me! I must get out of this cursed land!

ELMER drops the telephone before running offstage. The stage and house go dark.

Part 16 — Spoken Recitative and Aria

NARRATOR (spoken)

Disturbing as the message was, Elmer Frye was well known for his wild tales and
excessive drinking. Nevertheless, when a hastily assembled group of townsfolk
trudged out to the old Frye place, the truth was revealed. There were swaths, a
stench, and a tarry stickiness, but there was no longer any house. It had caved in

like an eggshell. Elmer Frye had been erased from Dunwich.

And yet, those that bore sonic witness to Elmer’s last moments heard something

else behind those God-forsaken screams...

LILITH from the back of the darkened audience.

Hush my children, don’t you cry
The sun is set upon the sky
But if you journey up that hill

You soon may hear the whippoorwill.
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Gaze into the shadowland

To find the old ones, monstrous, grand,
And bring them back upon that hill
That all may hear the whippoorwill.

Y og-Sothoth!
THE END
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