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TO THE EDITOR 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

A publisher once mid me rhat if there were 
no mistakes in his mngaztnes, he was pay• 
ing too much for pmofrcading-bccau~ 
to find those last few mi<:.takcs, you have 
to invest in some serious eyeballs looking 
at your copy again and again. At Oregon 
Quarterly-as spell cht.--ckers proliferate 
am.I text messagmg and the web wreak 
havoc on standards of :,r,clling, gnun, 
mar, and style-we ~till hclieve chat's an 
mvc:,,tment worth making. 

For the forty issues from Winter 1996 
to Amumn 2006, two of the more serious 
cychalb reviewing our copy bclongetl to 

Jackie Melvin, a fn:.-c lanccr who srartcd 
working with u<; afrer :the told us that our 
pnxlrcader should he m,hamc<l. Since 
we didn't have a prnofrcadcr a:, such at 
thnt time, we offered her the Job. 

Jackie's astute reading has been a 
t rcmcndous Mser ro the magazine, not 
only in her nu1stcry of the dictionary 
and our style guide (which M:ts po licies 
for ambiguous rx11ms of punctuation 
,md capita li zation and the like), but also 
hy bringing ro rhc rn~k JU:il the right 
hlend of cant,mkcrlRl'illCMi and humor, 
conscience aml curio..-. icy, a poet's car and 
a iiehoolmarm'.s fealty to rule:;. She'd say, 
for cx,irnple, 111 a carefu lly ,md concisely 
worded note on a hluc or purple st icky 
note, that the previou:; <,entcncc was coo 
long :mt!, perhaps, should he made into 
two or three more precbc sentences. 

To simplify her life, J;1ckic has 
re.'i1gneJ her eyeba ll s from OQ. Our 
proofreading has hccn pa.ssed m the 
able hands of tWl) of our colleagues at 
the UO, who bring all the ski lls we need 
w check our copy. But we'll miss Jackie 
and her wit, her thoroughnc~, and her 
pa~ion for clarity and rcsp(.:oct in words 
prc:;scd onto the page. 

Guy Maynard 
Editor 

OFF"ICE 

TROJA COSTS 

In the essay "Trojan Course" !Autumn 
20061, Todd Schwartz writes: "The shut~ 
down came a week after the failure of a 
statewide ballot measure rn permanently 
close the nuclear plant, an initiative that 
Portland General Electric, the utility 
which hu,lt and operated the facility, 
had spent $5 million-snll an Oregon 
record- to defeat." I was disappointed 
that Schwartz did not revea l the re.ison 
they spent so much money co win the 
measure- that it had lO do with who 
would he liable for costs codcc(lmmission 
and clean up TroJan. Why did he neglect 
to wnte ahout such a monumental public 
deception or, if one were m conclude dif~ 
fcrently, why did he not address the con~ 
sequence:; to the defeat of the measure? 

Aaron Johanson '8 1 
Portland 

"Trojan C'.,ourse" omits important parts of 
the .story of PG E's involvement with Tro~ 
jan-particularly with re1,,ard to PGE's 
ongomg, rear~guard action to dcfcml its 
concmuing, 1llq,,al charging of ratepay­
c~ for the ,II -considered folly that was 
Trojan. By mentioning the cont inuing 
liability to ratepayers for WPPSS while 
omitting thar for Trojan, the article pres­
ents a sanitized and misleading view of 
Trojan, PGE, and the continuing burden 
1mrxlSC<l on Oregon r.uepayers. 

Daniel Anderson '80 
Portland 

ORfG0N QUAR nR I Y 

L ETTER POI.ICY 

The ma~azme welcomes all lcncr,, bur 
rc-,cr\'Cs 1hc ri~h1 10 eJ1t for '-pace ,mJ 
cl..uiry. SenJ your commcmi, to Editor, 
OTegon Quarterly, 5228 University 
of Oregon, Eugene OR 97403~5228; 
via fax a, (541) 346~557 1; or via 
e-mail at qu,1rterly@uoregon.edu. 

Todd Schwartz replies: I harbor no particular 
looefor PGE management, and I agree with 
bmh le!ters thar there are dozens of articles 
rhat could well be unitten about the vari­
ous machinations of company leaders-tllllt 
almost invariably lead w the outcome, as I 
menrioned in my essay, that the ratefx1yers 
U!ind up taking it in rhe cooling tower, so 
lO speak. "Trojan Course," however, u,as 

more narrowly focused upon the last few 
hours of the tower as a kind of metaphor 
for the decline of the ill-fated /1lam and ,he 
failure of round one of nuclear f)()wer in 1he 
Northwest. Round two may be on clie hori­
zon-gel your checkbooks ready. 

Greacanicleon the demolition of the Tro­
jan nuclear pl.int cooling cower, but I have 
to cell you, I had to look twice (or even 
three rimes) at the photos. My wife ca lled 
me at work to congratulate me when she 
saw the cover- http://flickr.com/photos/ 
dclolds/sets/72 157594 159277347 /. 

O ne docs wonder, as technology 
improves and Middle East oil presents 
more of an issue, if cheap and sa fo nuclear 
power could make a comeback. There 
were definitely mixed fee lings among rhe 
fo lks wmching the implosion. 

De/Olds '84 
Tiwlcuin 

Ediwr's note: 0/ds's f1hotogra/)h of the imt,la­
sion was similar w our cover JJ/iotograp/1, 
which was takl-n by Dan Caner. 

MANLINESS? 

Toughness and physical courage probably 
arc not prerequisites for rhe job of fl.ick 
at the University Office of Communi c~~ 
tions. Even so, I wish the UO had scnr 
a more manly man out to report on the 
possible anthrax incident, that nighr in 
November 200 1. Ross West's account of 
his fear and panic bordered on the comic 
!''Rain of Terror," Oregon Trails, Autumn 
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20061. I rnn imagine Pee-Wee Herman, or 
a trench-coated Peter Sellers in chnt role, 
"scramhling out the exit door ... scur­
rying into the night." He found refuge a 
safe di!itance away, heart palpitating, and 
unfurled his trusty umbrella. All because 
he imagined microbes floating in the 
air. It would have taken resolute .iction 
by determined people, m do rhcir johs, 
if char had hcen an actual biocerrorism 
incident. 

l'hilit> Ratcliff '79 
Cloverdale, California 

TR EE TRAIL R EVISITED 

I particularly enjoyed the art icle "See­
ing the Trees in the Forest" [University, 
Autumn 20061. It brought hack fond 
memories of an assignment I did for 
Phyll is Ford's RPM 493G class during 
winter quarter 1982. Our task was to 
design a self-directed recreational trail in 
the Eugt:ne-Springfiekl area. My project 
was "Plants of the Northwest Indians: 
A Self,Guided Trail on the University 
of Oregon Campus." Long before this 
era of computers and global positioning 
devices. rrail,goen. were asked to walk ten 
paces north of a sidewa I k here or stop at 

LETTERS 

a lamppost there tO view the appropriate 
:i,hruh or tree and learn about how local 
indigenous people used variou!) plants in 
their daily liv~. 

I walke<l my trail again about ten years 
ab'O and discovered that while most of the 
trees and planes hadn't moved, campus 
consuuction had rendered some of ,ny 
walking directions inaccurate and I had 
to cake a different route. With the cur, 
rent bui lding hoom m the UO, I'll have 
tO walk my path again on my next trip to 
Eugene and see how it compares with my 
original trail and with the new e<lition of 
Atlas of Trees. 

Sue Grigsby, M.S. '82 
Eu?retr , \Vashington 

No CELEBRATION 

I assume from complimentary notice you 
gave to Leslie Leyland Fields' current 
book, Surprise Child l"D;spatch from the 
Mommy Wars," Currents, Autumn 2006] 
that you agree with Fields that "unplanned 
pregnancies" arc to he celebrated, rather 
than vi1,10rously prevented. 

Ir seems to me highly inappropriate co 
al low Fields's self,congratulamry opinion, 
that avoidance of birth control practices 

makes today's women's lives "right and 
gooJ," co stand without reproof. The 
need for such a reproach is most apparent 
in regard co women from the lower socio• 
economic classes who might follow her 
advice. A high percent of these women 
refuse to engage in birth control prac• 
rices, and as a consequence often hear 
children outside of marriage. Many of 
these off~pri ng, who have no legal fathers, 
become school dropouts, gang members, 
illicit drug dealers, and eventually con, 
victed criminals. Fields's celebration of 
unpl.mned pregnancy is an enormously 
dangerous point of view. 

Patrick Groff '48, M.S.'50 
San Diego, Califomia 

Leslie Fields responds: It is unfortunate that 
this reader has so thoroughly misread the 
brief excerpt from my book. I not only J:rrac, 
fice birth control, as do all the wome11 1 inter, 
viewed for the book, but l also urge others to 

do so. faien so, no me1hod is fail safe: half of 
all pregnancies, in fact, are 1mplanned. The 
question is, how do we respond to this crisis 
affecting 2.5 million women each year, from 
all socioeconomic backgrounds! 1 suggest 
thal ·we respond with compassion, education, 
and su/,porr for l:xJth mo1her and cl1ild rather 
than J)Tejudice, elitism, and hann. 

Season's Readings ___________ _ 

ALAN L. CONTRERAS 
(Editor) 

Paptr.S20.00 
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WILLIAM G. LOY, 
STUART ALLAN, 
AILEEN R. BUCKLEY, & 
JAMES E. MEACHAM 

The Grail 
A year ambling & 
shambling through on 
Oregon vineyard in 
pursuit of the best pi not 
noir wine in the whole 
wild world 
BRIAN DOYLE 
Piper,S\8.9S 

c.., 

The OSU Press now distributes the award-winning Af/os of Oregon and a selection 
of other books published by the University of Oregon Press 

Available 1n booMtOfes °' by calhng I -80().426-3797. FOi' a freeu1alog. ema,I OSU.PresSt'Oregonstate edu 

4 OREGON QUARTERLY WINTER 2006 

DAVID BIESPIEL (Editor) 
Paptr.m.9S 

Oregon Indians 
Voices from Two Cenwries 



College is closer than you think. It may also be more expensive than you realize. 

So plan for your future now by investing with the Oregon College Savings Plan' " 

In vestors enJ'!Y these benefits: 
• Contributions are Oregon stale tax deductible up to $2000• 

• Tax-free growth 

• Tax-free withdrawals for qualified expenses 

• Use your savings al schools nationwide 

Call toll free today or visit our website for your free enrollment kit. 

Q 
,~~ .. 
t•nfffle]@j 
COLLEGE S,WINGS PLAN 

P.1r1 of,,, , Oregon 52'1 College Savings Network 

1.866.772.8464 
OregonCollegeSavings .com 

$ Oppenheimer~~,?! • 

This Plan is an easy and effective way for Oregon families to save for college. It combines 

outstanding tax benefits. smart investment choices and flexible control features to help 

investors reach their goals. State Treasurer Randall Edwards, Plan Administrator 

Nol FDIC insured nor guaranteed and may lose value. 'Subject lo recapture under certain circumstances. 
The Oregon College Savings Plan" is administered by Oregon State Treasurer Randall Edwards and distributed by OppenheimerFunds Distributor, Inc. 
Non-residents of Oregon should consider whether their state offers a 529 plan with tax advantages and should consult a tax advisor. Carefully consider 
Plan investment objectives, risks, fees and expenses. Plan documents contain this and other info. Investors should read these documents carefully 
before investing. OCopyright 2006 OppenheimerFunds Distributor. Inc. All rights reserved. 



SEEN AND HEARD AROUND THE UO 

I 

~ 
~ ~1 ~t -li 1 .. 'I ,1- ~, -1!- 1 ..t- !!I "J ~ " ~ .... ~'> .,t l .,. ~ Al ~ i l'j ~ .}( ~, 

~ ·t l,ll ~ ~ ~, ,i, 
oj '~ 'I •{: ,->' 1 1 11 ,. , il ~1 <>1 '1 

.. , 
~ t,!- ,,i~ 

.,_, 
l ' ;;; j ..r"'-!-.t .. , { -ti (i1 }. 

~ l .i-
~ A· 

""' 
11 ► 

'* .. , 
~ 

-,,/, --\ •I to o{ --1, A,- ~ --1. ;,,, .. _1 'f l ~1 ., 
~ 

0~ lfr 1 }\ 'I 
1 

.., 
~ 

oj ·f ... , ~- it .>.J~ ·1 '1· ,1- oj ., 
-s.l- •): 

{t!I "f c,j i~ ~ 't -1 -~ ,.,~ i..J, :,.. c,J:- ia- ,.1 
~ ~ ~ 

;9 ., "1 ~l h>-
.+ 

.,. ,. !P 1 /4 •r .;t. DI-
~, ~ ;tis 1 oj -1 1' "' j.. 

i ~ '1 1 ,. ~ ~ :If>:. 'I ,:/ ,)!, " 7'! ,., 1 ,i ,.,, 
~ ¾l -~ ct } :#'· " '1 t Ji .,., ,.., 

,t <1 
.,,._ 

iilr:._ ./4 ,.,, 2 ... ~ .~<.. ;,\ 
I~ 

~ -'I !Il ~ <I oQ: ,.,.1 ~t .,1,)1 ~ J-J 
~ 

JI . 1 
£ ~1 t;_ -t. ,:. -{ !') ..... 

-<1 ~ g.J .... 
~ ~ >! vi •! -If . .ll ,;I 1 ~, It ~ Ji ~ 
~ .. , l).. ~ i. "11 )'. ~ ~- -~ -1 i 

) 
.,. 

j 

1 

A Way with Words: The Calligraphic Art of Jung Oo~jun will be on display at rhe UO's Jcm:lan 
Schnitzer Museum of Art from October 21, 1006, t0 January 7, 2007. The exhibi1 includes this piece, 

Barely Awake in a TI1atched Cottage, 2006, bamboo, in Chinese and Korean scri/n. 

PROLIFERATING PRESIDENTIAL POWER 

Lincoln changed many things, among them the nature of the executive branch of the U.S. government. 
From the book Democracy Reborn: The Fourteenth Amendment and the Fight for Equa l Rights in 

Post-Civil War America by UO constitutional scholar Garrett Epps. Reprinted by arrangeme11f with Henry 
Holt Books. Copyright© 2006 by Garrett Epps. Alf rights reserved. 

LIN(X)LN IIADTRANSRJRMEDTHEOFFICE. 
By the rime of h is death, he wr1s 
commander in ch ief of a quarter# 

mi lliorHnan am,y. The telegraph office, so 
inconveniently located, put him in touch 
with his officials and commanders all over 
the country. AnJ he commanded, for the 
first nmc, a fcarso111e "national security" 
apparatus, l<X)--military provost marsh,1ls 
who monitored what citizens did and said, 
nm only along: the battlefront but 111 cities 
well behind the lines. A sugge!'.tion fron, 
.i federnl o(fic ial would lead within hours 
to the arrest of a suspectct! spy or traitor, 
who might be held without charge until 
the president relented. 

Despite his ongoing headaches with 
Congress, Lincoln had mastered and 
subdued that unruly institution, too. In 
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his first days in office, he had on his own 
authority expanded the arm y, commit# 
tcd the public credit to pay for the war, 
o rdered a naval blockade of the Con# 
federacy, and suspended habeas corpus 
nationwide. Explaining these action~, he 
sounded a distinctly modern note, por# 
rraying the president as an official charged 
with immediate action and uniquely in 
touch with public opinion: ''These mea# 
sures, whether strictly legal or not, were 
ventured upon, under what appeared to 
be a popular demand, and a puhlic neces# 
sity; trusting, then as now, that Congress 
would readily ratify them." Congress had 
grumbled, but it had ratified. The execu# 
tive now dominated the government, 
am.I the nation, in a way that none of 
the Founders--or even the politicians of 

1860-----could have ever imagined. 
In fact, Lincoln's death had completed 

the process. Now the office was defined 
by the remembered greatness of a martyr; 
Booth's bullet marked the first time an 
assassin ha<l successfully targeted a presi# 
dent. It also brought to view a truth that 
every president since then has undersccxxl: 
the president of the United States is now 
so important that strangers believe they 
can save the world by simply killing him. 

What made the president so potent 
was death, death on an unprecedented 
scale-a holocau!'.t that consun,ed the 
lives of 620,000 men in uniform. The 
North lost 360,000, the south 260,000, 
by official count, and that count is woe# 
fully incomplete. Many blue# and gray# 
clad bodies were never found or counted, 





and many civilians <lied during the four 
years of fighting, either from stray bu l­
ieu, or ordnance or from disease, starva­
tion, and private "irregu lar" violence that 
flared up in the wake of the advancing 
armies. The wa r- not yet ca lled "the 
C ivil War," it was known to Northern­
ers as "the Rebellion" ,mJ Southerners 
a:> ''rhc war for Southern independence" 
or "the Revolution"-ha<l spread death 
and destruction on a sca le not seen on 
the North American continent since the 
heginning of time. 

A ROYAL PAIN 

Before the discovery of antibiotic 
drugs, infection killed far m ore 
soldiers than bu/Jets or bombs, 

a11d could turn a minor surgical 
procedure into a brush with death, 
even for the Queen of England. In 
The Demon under the Microscope: 
From Barrlcfield Hospitals ro Nazi 
Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Sea rch 
for the World's First Miracle Drug 

(Harmony Books, 2006), ueteran sci­
ence and medical writer-and former 

OQ editor-T/Jo111as Hager, M.S. 
'8 1, tells the story of sulfa dmgs and 

how they re110/11tio11ized 
modem medicine. 

TI-IESEARCII R)R \VAYSR)RlDTilE BO[)Y 

of dangerous bacteria started al mm,t 
as soon as hDcteria were !) t1spectcd 

tll cause disease. After Knch :and Pa!)teur, 
physic ians knew whrit hacreria were and 
knew d1ar they caused diseases. The on ly 
thing they did not know was how to stop 
them. 

And th is brings us tlJ Queen Victoria's 
nnnpit. In 1871, Her Roya l Majcsry, queen 
of the UniteJ Ki ngdom of Grea t Britain 
and Ireland, began suffering from a painful 
ah~ce~, a boil, under her arm. Boi ls were 
more rhan a nu isance; they were hacterinl 
infections that could, iflefr coo long. lead 
to dangerous bltxxl infections. Her Majes­
ty'!) personal physician detennined chat an 
npcrminn was needed to drain the infec­
tion. The prohlem was chat the majority 
of opernt ions in those days, no matter 
how minor, no matter how carefully done, 
resu lted in postoperative infections that 
wcrc often won;c rhan rhe original condi­
tion. Everything got infected in those days 
before Koch, because surgeons did not 
under:;tand what c.1 used infections. The 
h:idge <if honor fo r a hardworking surgeon 
( whose motto was "Cut through every• 
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9'1-IW!f 
thing soft, saw through everything hard, 
and tic everything that bleeds") was a 
bloodstai ned frock coat worn in che a per· 
ating r<XJm, the stiffer with gore the better. 
No at tention was paid to ge rms. Bc1cte• 
ria causi ng disease was a theory in chose 
days, not a fact. So surgeons picked up 
their instruments with bare hands and set 
them out on any handy table. They wore 
no masks. Because postoperative infec­
tions almost always happened, instead of 
trying to prevent them, they graded chem. 
One sign of success was considered to be 
the appearance of "laudable pus," creamy 

white exudate 
T II E DE~lOI\ ofche wound, 

indi ca ting a 
l ND ER TII E s trong body 
\I ICROSCOPE and harbinger 

f,,.,., ""'l•ft•l<I 11 .. ,p,ul• 
of a proper 
cure. In realiry1 

of course, bud­
ab le pus nnd 
a ll other forms 
were signals of 

\lirH 11 llr,q.:. a po tent iall y 
1 11 c 1 ,1 "., ,1 \ ,. 1 11 dangerous bac• 

teria l infection. 
Postoperative infections carried off thou• 
sands of patients and scared thousands 
more away from the hospital. As a Scot~ 
tish physician of the day put it, "The man 
laid on the operating table ... is exposed 
to more chances of death than che Engl ish 
so ldier on rhe field of Waterloo." 

Then came Joseph Lister. He was a 
consummately skilled British surgeon 
who was devastated when he fou nd his 
skill seemed to make little difference. 
He despaired as pntient after patient suc­
cumbed a few days after his best work to 
"hospi tal fever," another nmne for postop• 
eracive wound infection. In Lister's early 
yea rs, Lhe mid-1800s, half of all amputa· 
tion patients died from hospital fever; in 
some hospitals the rate was as high as 80 
percent. Lister, like a ll surgeons, had lit• 
tie idea of how to improve the situation. 
Then he chanced on a newspaper article 
that caught his in terest. It desc ri bed 
how the resident:s of a local town, tired 
of the :smell of thei r sewage, had begun 
treating it by pouring into their system 
~omcth inµ called German Creosote, a 
by-product of coal tar. Something in the 
creosote stopped the smell. Lister had 
heard ahout the work of Pasteur, and he 
made the same mental connec tion the 
French chemist had: The stink of sewage 
came from putrefoction, rotting organic 
matter; the stink of infected wounds also 

came from putrefaction; whatever stopped 
the putrefaction of sewage might also stop 
the putrefaction of infected wounds. So 
Lister decided to try coal-car chemicals 
on his pat ients. And he found one that 
worked exceptionally well: carbolic acid, 
a solution of wha t today is called phenol. 
He became convinced, even as Koch was 
confirming the po int, that bacteria caused 
wound infections; he further understood 
that carbolic ac id killed bacte ri a. Over 
seven.ii years Lister expanded his use of 
carbolic ac id; soon he was washing every­
thing in the operating room-hands, scal­
pels, dressing:;-wiping tab les, scrubbing 
incision areas, cleaning the catgut he used 
Ct> sew up hi:; patients. It worked, at least 
to a point. T11e rare of postoperative infec­
tions among his patients was dropping, 
although he neve r seemed ab le to stop 
them ent irely. So he decided to permeate 
the entire operating theater with carbolic 
acid. He fitted a spray bottle, the type 
used for misting perfume, to a mechanism 
mannt:d by an attendant turning a crank, 
filling the air in the operat ing room with 
the sharp chemical smell of carbolic acid. 
Lister's insistence on stopping the transfer 
of hacreria in the operating room became 
ab:;olute. Once when a visiting knighted 
physician from King's College icily poked 
a forefinger into a patient's incision during 
one of Lister's operations, Lister flung him 
bo<l il y from the room. By now, although 
he still lo:,t some patients co hospital fever, 
he was losing far fewer than anyone else. 
Lister earned a reputation as the world's 
safest surgeon. 

It was no wonder he was ca lled to 
attend to Queen Victoria's abscess. Regret• 
tably, during the procedure to drain the 
hai l under her arm, Her Highne$ acciden­
tally received a puff of carbolic acid full 
in the face from Liste r's spray apparatus. 
She turned the wrath on the assistant at 
the crank."] am only the man who works 
the bellows," he muttered miserably. That 
aside, the operation was a complete suc­
cess. Lister hccame the fi rst Englishman 
ever to be made a lord for medicine. And 
a new vocabulary became common in 
meJicine: An infecte<l wound was a "sep• 
tic" wound (from the Latin for putrefac­
tion); chemical cleansers like carbolic acid 
that could effectively kill bacteria were 
"antiseptics" or "disinfectants." A clean 
operating room was a "sterile" operating 
room, one free from living mic roorgan­
isms. Antiseptic su rgery using steri lized 
instruments very q ui ckly became the 
norm. Lister revo lutionized medicine. 
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For Dorothy Goode '77, M.P.A. '84, and her late husband, Lee '54. 
M. Eel. '59, making a conlribution lhat will benefil future generations 
of University of Oregon students is a crowning Hfe achievement. 

"Lee and I shared great pride in our University of Oregon degrees,'' 
said Dorolhy. who retired as the university's associate director of 
human resources in 1990. "\Ve have been delighted to bequeath 
a portion of our estate to establish undergraduate and graduate 
scholarships in our names." 

Dorothy credits the expertise of the university's gift plruming team 
for achieving an estate plan that has significantly improved her 
financial situation in addition to supporting the university's continued 
excellence. 

" I am so impressed with the estate-planning acumen that I la! Abrams 
and David Gant brought to us. Lee and I could nol have been more 

pleased with the professionalism and friendliness of the entire gift 

planning staff." 

Office of Gift Planning 
Urnversity of Oregon Development Office 
PO Box 3346 Eugene OR 97 403-0346 

(541 ) 346-1687 (800) 289-2354 
gittplan@uoregon.edu 
giftplan.uoregon.edu 

We can 

• provide personalized scenarios illustrating how 
you can receive lifetime benefits such as tax 
savings and annual income while you support 
the University of Oregon 

• help craft meaningful language to include in 
your will or trust 

• work with you and the professionals advising 
you to create an estate plan that best meets your 
financial needs and philanthropic goals 

You Can Make a Difference 

0 Please send me information about how 
l can receive lifetime income and support 

the University of Oregon through a 

0 Charitable gift annuity 

D Charitable remainder trust 

0 I have included the UO in my estate plan 

and would like to join the Arnold Bennett 

Hall Society. 



IT'S A W ONDERFUL 
W ORLD 

David James Duncan often writes 
about matters close to the sou/­
love, ai.ve, and wonder. Duncan S 

published work includes the novels 
The Ri ve r Why, The Brothers K) and 

the book of "churchless sermons,·• 
God La ughs & Pla ys (Triad Books, 

2006) from which the excerpt below 
is taken. His writing has appeared 
i11 three volumes of Best American 

Spiritual Writing. The UO's 2006-7 
Robert D. Clark Lecturer in tbe 
1-lumanities, Duncan spoke on 

campus in October hosted by the 
Oregon Humanities Center. 

WONDER IS MY SECOND FAVORITE 
condition to he in, after love­
~mJ I sometimes wonder whether 

there's even ,1 difference: mayhe love is 
just wonder aimed at a beloved. Wonder 
is like grnce, in rhat it'::, nol ::i condition we 
grnsp: wonder gra::ips us. We Jo have the 
frceJom to elude wonder's grasp. We have 
the freedom h) Jo all :,<msof stupid rhin&'S­
By deploying cyn icbm, rationalism, fear, 

9'1-iWif 
arrogance, juJgmemalism, we can evade 
wonder nonstop, all our lives. I'm not too 
fond of that gnarl y old word, sin, hut the 
deliberate evasion of wonder does bring 
it to mind. It may not be biblically sinful 
to evade wonder. But it is artistically and 
spiritua ll y sinful. 

Like grace, wonder defies rational 
analysis. Discursive thought can bring 
nothing to an 
object of won• 
dcr. Thought 
at be~t just cir• 
cumamhu lates 
the object, the 
way a devout 
pilgrim circles 
Go l gotha, 
the Bo Tree, 
Wounded 
Knee, the 

K1 aal~ah. Won• DA\"10 JAMES OL'NCAN 
lCr 1s not an _. 
ohl i&,arory clement in rhc search for truth. 
\Ve can seek truth without wonder's assis• 
cancc-bur seek is all we can do; there wi ll 
he no finding. Unril wonder descends, 
unlocks us, turns us slack,jawe<l as a pla::.tic 
shepherd, truth is unahlc co enter. Wonder 
may be the aura of truth, rhe halo of it. 

Or something even closer. Wonder may 
be the caress of r.ruth, touching our very 
skin. 

Philosophica ll y speak ing, wonder 
is crucial to finding knowledge yet has 
everything to do with ignorance. On ly 
an admission of ignorance can open us to 
fresh knowing. Wonder is the experience 
of that adm ission; wonder is unknow• 
ing, experienced as pleasure. Wonder is 
a period at the end of a statement we've 
long rnkcn for granted, suddenly looking 
up and seeing rhe sinuous curve of a ral! 
black hat on ir.-, head, and rea li zing it was 
a question mark all along. 

As a fac ial expression, wonder is the 
letter O our eyes and mouths make when 
the state itself descends. 0: God's middle 
initial. 0: because wonder O pens us. 
O(kl) becoming new. Wonder is anything 
taken for granted- the old neighborhood, 
old joh, old huddy, old spouse-suddenly 
filling with mystery. Wonder is anything 
closed, suddenly opening: :-:inyching ar ::di 
opening-which inc ludes Pandora's box, 
and brings me ro r.he dark sick: of wonder. 
Grateful as I am for chis condition, won• 
der, like every thing on ea rr.h, lrns a dark 
side. Heartbreak, grief, and suffering rip 
openings in us through which the c.brk 

A SPECIAL TEAM DESERVES SPECIAL SUNGLASSES. 

DUCKS, SHOW 
YOUR TRUE COLORS. 

OFFICIALLY LICENSFn PROOIJCT OF THF IINIVFR~ITY OF ORFGON. 

HOUSE DIV ! DED 
ADULT 

MODEL: HD00IU 
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Patented aPPllcation allows 
even,one to see the 10110 
except the Person wearinlf 
the sunl!lasses. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Call 1-888-494-0081 or visit 
our website eyextras.com. 

All major creait mas emitea. 
(lostaie & state sales tax aaaea wlere aiilicaile) 



kind of wonder pours. I have so fa r found 
it im1x,s.sible to be spontaneously gra teful 
fo r these openings. But when, after strug­
gle, I've been ahlc to rum a corner and 
at least acce/n the openings, dark wonder 
has helped me endure the heartbreak, the 
suffering, the grief. 

I be lieve it is wo nder, even more 
than fidelity, that keeps marriages a live. 
I believe it is wonder, more that courage, 
that conquers fea r of death . I believe it 
is wonder, not D.A.R.E. bumper stickers, 
chat keeps kids off drugs. I believe, speak­
ing of old bumper st ickers, that it is won­
der, even more than me, that I want to 
"H UG MY KI DS YET TO DAY," because 
wonder can keep on hugging them long 
afte r I'm gone. 

W AT ER, W ATER, 
EVERYWH ERE 

Pioneers headed Wiest encou11tered 
i1111umerable hardships, and when 
they finally arrived in Eden, the 
forecast called for showers. /11 

Oregon Water: An Environmenta l 
Histo ry (lnk water Press, 2005), 
UO em erit11s professor of geo­

logical sciences William Orr and 
coauthor Elizabeth Orr examine 
the precious liquid and the role it 
has played in the state from /He-

historic times onward. 

AT T l IE T ERMINATION OF THE LONG 

wagon tra il in wes tern O regon , 
p ioneers encoun te red water in its 

many phases. St reams and lakes, snow 
and ra infa ll seemed to have no limi ts, 
and frequently there was too much water 
everywhere. Inordinate amoun ts of precip-

ElllABETH ORR & WltllAM ORR 

OREGON 
WATER 

ita tio n came 
do wn d uring 
the wet season 
ma king li fe 
miserable and 
grea tly ham ­
pering se ttle ­
me nt. S uc h 
disadvantages 
had no t been 
ment ioned by 
those eastern 
pr o m o t e rs, 

A.N ENV1RONMfNIA1 HISTORY wh o t o ute d 

Oregon as the Garden of Eden, and often 
unsuspecting travelers, arri ving in the fa ll , 
left fo r the Sacramento Valley--once the 
weather permitted. 

Rains began in October or November 
every year and frequently didn't let up until 
May or June. For anyone li ving in a wagon 
or in a hastily constructed rude dwelling, 
the wea ther was formidab le. C lothing 
never dried, and leather rents rotted. Fcxxl 
molded and became scarce. Some cahins 
had neither doors, nor windows, nor fire­
places to keep away the weather. Having 
to li ve out in the open, with few comforts, 
it appeared to emigrants that the hostile 
conditions ra rely diminished. 

"orego11 Exe 

co111b i11es 11 

b11si11ess le 
talented a11 

Jarnlty to 

Elizabeth G reer, who kept a diary of 
her journey fro m Ind iana, reachcU O re­
gon wi th her family late in October 1847. 
Wairing over a week to raft past the cas• 
cades of the Columbia River, Greer's party 
consisted of three famili es. She wrote on 
November 14: 

"Unloaded rile boa1, /Jut our wagons 
toge1lter. Drizzly «1ea r/1er. 

November 15: Rainy day. 
November 16: Rain all day. 
November 17: Rainy 1tJea rher." 
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Q UEEN SLUG 

Quel'n Slugred1,1 Lmifoh Uleafo 
Ga'itf~)J'XXl1a J,1ekMm, alS1..1 krn)wn 
a" TK McDonald, office m,mager 
for lhc UO phdo:-iophy Jepart ­
mcnt, w:t-. crowned 1h1'.'> ye.u\ 
S.L.U.Ci. Queen ("&'IL1cty for chi.:: 
Legit tmi:arion of the Ubiqmtou.., 
Ga:-.t rnr11,xl") and pn)llllly prc..,1dcd 
over fo:-iu\'1ncs at the ZC()6 Eugene 
Celehrntilln. 

CURRENTS 

O n November 18 Greer's husband 
became sick, but in spite of th is she and 
her children began to walk in the rain 
anJ snow. Unable to keep warm or dry 
he died on February I at Portland. 

Unfo rtunatel y for Greer anJ her 
companions, the winter of 1846 ro 1847 
turned our to be remarkably severe. Dur­
ing mitH anuary, temperatures at O regon 
C ity dropped to seven degree:t helow zero, 
anJ heavy snows blanketed the va lley. 
Game animals and livestock along the 
upper Columhia died . A similar record 
cold in 1861 wa~ re~ ponsiblc fo r a num-

~ ber of deaths among rhe se tclen;. 
- Intense rnins in the Willamette Va l-

ley \\'e re seemingly .., light when com­
pared ro thor,e in the Coast Range. At 
Fort Umpqua, apprnximarely two miles 
uprive r from the heacl1 , an isolated army 
po:-ir hou..,eJ 167 men, who \\'ere to super­
vi..,c Indians on the Siletz Reservation. 
Dunng 1858 Fort Umpqua had the di s• 
t inction of being the wettes t mili ta ry 
m, tallation in the United States when 
over sevent y-three inches fell. Stationed 
there, Licutcnani Lorenzo Lorian wrote 
ro hi s wife , "Fo rt Umpqua I helieve 
to he the Ma ximum point of aqueous 
condcns;:i tion." 

Go F ORTH, C REATE 

Frances Bronet, dean of the 
University of Oregon School of 
Architecture and Allied Arts, 

exhorted grad11ates, their families 
and friends to creative endeavors 
in an animated speech during the 
University 's 2006 summer com• 
mencement exercises, some of 

which is excerpted below. 

Tl IE PACE OF TECHNOLl.XiJCAL Cl !ANGE 
is unprecedented and the impacts of 
techno logical innovat ion arc pro­

found. We are being driven by data, by 
canned experiences, by branded environ­
ments, by polarized and polarizing decision 
making, by explosive time lines, by loec1\ 
,md international conflict. And, there is a 
growing recognition char sign ificant con­
frontations await us in the years ahead if 
the natinn and ochers can compete suc• 
ccssfully in a highly aggress ive global 
economy, while al so seeking to share 
social well -being and restore the natural 
environment upon which all life- and 
technology-depends. These overlapping 
goals arc prompting a widespread effort 
to rethink our approach to life and work 

Oll now offers online and print classifieds. 
One ad. Two places. One price. 

Introducing the easiest, fastest, and cheapest way 
to buy or sell. rent or trade. travel or invest, find a job 
or find an employee, and look for or list antiques, UO 
merchandise, national and international vacation 
properties and more! 

Online and in print classifieds are now being ac• 
cepted at OregonQuarterly.com. Invest in options for 
pictures, personalized website connections, maps to 
properties or businesses, and more, all in a simple­
to-understand format and, of course, always using 
secure web technology. 
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For just $50 (minimum) your classified ad will be 
seen online and in the printed edition of Oregon 
Quarterly you choose (92,000 printed and distributed 
nationwide with 80,000 in the Pacific Northwest). 

Go to OregonQuarterly.com today and within hours 
your business will be in front of the world ... and 
within months in front of all UO alumni readers of 
Oregon Ouarterfymagazine. 

OregonQuarterly.com 
Advertising made easy. 
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A paper cut is more painful than brain surgery. 

Sacred Hean Medical Center introduces 
Gamma Knife - a proven technology that allows 

brain surgery without 1nos1on or other invasion of 
the brain. Stunningly accurate and precise beams 

of radiation are used to eradicate small or 
inaccessible tumors without the pain and 
lengthy recuperation brain surgery often 

demands. This amazing treatment usually 
takes Just a few minutes. Patients are on 

their way home the same day. This 
technology, combined with a dedicated 

team of neurosurgeons, radiation 
oncolog1sts. physicists, technicians and 

nurses, offers our region an exceptional 
level of care that is the hallmark of 

Sacred Heart Medical Center 

The best care comes from the heart 

Oregon Ncuroscicnces Institute 
Gamma Kni fe Center 

IJIIJ.!I Sacred Heart Medical enter 
l1fl Peacel/colth 

Coming from out of town? All of our patients receive special guest services, but we'll make sure to help arrange overn,ght 

accommodations for our long-distance patients and their family members. 

1 
For more information ask your doctor or call • Toll Free 866 9 14 2662 • Local 541 984 4266 • Or v 1s1t www peacehealth org/shmc/gamma 



in an increas ingly technological world. 
While uncertainty and insecurity clearly 
exist, these arc incredible times for inno~ 
vative and creative thinking; trn<lirional 
discip linary boundaries arc more perme; 
able, and new connections can be fo rged. 
The complex, multidisciplinary challenges 
of the rwcnty;first century demand leaders 
like you, trained to unde rstand problems 
from all relevant perspectives and ab le 
to integrnte these perspectives through 
critica l inquiry, creative organizarion, and 
representation; co design and implement 
solutions. 

In developing procedures for improv• 
ing: the qL1ality of li fe, you will lead col; 
lahorativc efforts to work fo r change and 
lrnnscend lxlundarics between age, gender, 
race, geography, and rechnologics. Your 
genernt ion will erase lhc glass cei ling1:, 
and wi ll let movcmem and equity define 
.:ichicvcmcnl. You wi ll join generations 
of committed citizens who will esrnhli sh 
1:,lructurcs tu hctter ha lance our lives. ll is 
Oregon's grnduatcs who will make ongo• 
ing com mirmcnt :-.. to link the economic, 
lcgis lmivc, fin:1ncial, cduca rionri l, politi• 
ca l, llrt, and design agendas. PcrhJpt, you 
wi ll figure out creatively how a mantle 
or ''security" cannot polmizc those who 

hiW!f 

School of Architecrure and Allied 
Arts Dean Frances Broner 

have from those who do not. Who would 
your cohor t:; he? Imagine educators and 
pbnncr1:,, hw,iness strategist:-; and com• 
municarors, sc iemisr:s, musiciHn:s, anc.l 
humani:sts. 

In my brief time here, I have :seen ser­
vice joined with mr, deer hi!'ltorical with 

The Central Oregon Coa.Jt 

theoretical investigations, transportation 
with environment, security without gates, 
new materials with an infrastructure for 
a higher and more judiciously distributed 
quality of life, electronic ways to connect 
learning from Eugene to Shandong. Unex­
pected partnerships-health care and 
music; computer science and landscape; 
journa li :,ts, ceramics, and education; 
biology and Ii nguistics. A place where 
everyone "thinks about work in the lar!,,er 
context," acting for inclusion and integra, 
tion. 

The UO, in seeking out new oppor• 
rnnitics for ,1ction and dialogue, sets ur 
creative inquiry as a means fo r open ing 
our arms ro unconventional partner, 
:,hips-reaming across global houndarics, 
where you will be ca lled to understand 
cultures fo reign to you r own. A time to 
ca ll on creativity thar will be knowledge 
intensive, and demands continuous curios­
ity and courage. 

Creativity cal ls upon us to be vision, 
ari cs, integrators, cultural stewards, as 
technologists, reflectors-we must con• 
tinually rcvbit our relationship:-.. and grasp 
npportunitie::. to negotiate and transform 
the power structures in which we operate 
daily. 

Stay In The Mi'JiJle Of It All. 

~[ ~O ln IU) l[L &~nR I ', ~ 

E~• ct The lnn:t* ~ ~ ~o """llin - Otter Crest * RESORT Inn ~t. ?.~~~!'.~, Head 
8e1"·ee,1 

Newport. OR Ntwporr, OR Dtpot Bay & Ne\\'port l'adwrs, OR Lincoln City. OR 

Embarcadero-Resort.com ElilabethSireetlnn.com lnnAtOtterCre~t.com Adobe Resort.com SpanishHead.com 

800-54 7-4 779 877-265-9400 800-452-2101 800-522-3623 800-452-8127 
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Bend, Oregon: A limitless view into a future full of questions 
BY E LLE N WAT ERSTON • PH OTOS BY J OHN BAUG UESS 

I n::ccndy am:ndcd a dinner pa rty in :i. n elegant private residence. The construction was a 
feat of engi neering, all 5,500 square feet otit precarious ly bab.nced on a steep wcsc-focing 
Aank of Awbrey Butte. T he home's brilliant green l:twn, manicured garden, and marHrntde 
watcrfoll abutted snarls of dusky sagebrush and naciv(:! juniper d,ar grow in powdery vol­

canic high-dcscrr soi l on :m adjaccnr cm pry !or. Over hors d'ocuvres, the music of a sultr y jazz 
quartet wafting over the outdoor speakers, one of the guests asked what one thing each of us 
would create in Bend that we felt wo uld contribute to ensuring it rcmaim:d the place and 
communi ty we loved. 

01.D-TIMER: Time wns when Awbrey Butte ll'flS home only to sage 11ml jrmiper,jack rabbit and 
bobcat, coyote and cougdJ: blk migration lapped along the western edge. It wmn't much as a land­

mark. Nowhere near as high as Pi/01 Butte that guided wagon trains and their 

slack-jawed drivers lookingfo,· the river crossing at Farewell Bend in the I 800s. 

Nothing/or II cou; to eat on Awbrey. No timber on it. just scrub. Couldn't give 
it away. Good for nothing. But turns out it could grow houses. H ouses, houses. 

Gradually began to work their way up the sides of the butte like flood cycles- each 

tvave of construction ll new high water mark in population,Jolks 1vith nwney, and 
the appetite for a fine view. 

\Ve reflected on the question, seated on a deck with a panoramic view of the Cascades, 
including the nor-so-dormant South Sister, a growing bulge of molten mys tery on its west flank. 
T he sunset was psychedelic thanks to rhe scrim of smoke fro m the summer's spate of forest 
fires, which had scorched thousands of acres of forests within twenty miles of where we sat. As 
the night descended, lights became visible scattered across Awbrey Glen, a nea rby golf course 
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community, and even more lights in the 
direction of Shevlin Park, the pride of the 
city's park system, which straddles the west­
ern edge of the beleaguered urban growth 
boundary (UGB) and is increasingly 
encroached on by development. Bend is 
dw sixth fastest growing ciry in the United 
Scares. Yesterday the population sign read 
70,328. In 1995 it said 29.425. Sirring 
on the deck we could hea r traffic-there's 
nowhere in wwn that isn't rrue now. I don't 
mean the intermittent sound of a single car 
dri ving by, bur a pervasive drone. Probably 
commuters headed home on the p:ul.-.,vay, 
a~ Bend's bbor force is increasingly unable 
to li ve in Bend, prophetica ll y portrayed in 
the lyrics of folksinger Greg Brown's song 
"Boomrown": 

Thi! gu.y from California moves in r111d 
relaxes. 

J'1Jt' 11atit1es ha11e lo move-they cmmot 
pay the laxes. 

Sm11,1 Fe h,,s had ii. Sedontl has too. 
Mayheyou'II be lucky. 

Ma_ybeyour town will he 1he ne1t1 boom­
town. 

l! 's a boomtown, got mwther boo1111ou111 
and it 'll boom 

/IS long as the boom has room. 

0LJ>- 1"1Ml-:R: Before you could s,~y bimlil, 
hottSes n•eryu•here an Awbrey. l-/011ses the 
likes efu1hich )'Ott '11e never seen. /Ja,/Jrooms 
bigger 1h11n n~y e,11ire mill shack! Houses in 
places theJ' shouldn't be, ifyo11 u1ant to l.:now 
wh,11 I thin/..·-on shaley, smuly, unstable 
ground, h,mgingaut over the edge like th,11. 
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In Bend then: are more cars than 
people-evidenced by rwo-, three-, and 
four-car garages on rhc new houses being 
constructed. T he way gas prices are headed, 
those garages will soon be rhe archi tectural 
relic of a time when we thought petroleum 
supplies would never end, a time when 
we rhoughr their consumption would not 
exhaust the health of this planet. Tht layer 
of haze visible when we drive down from 
Mount Bachelor can't always be attrib -
uted to summer fo rest fires. All the houses 
and shopping mall s and golf courses and 
roads-everything visible today in Bend 
has happened in the shorr space of I 00 
years. How many times, because of che 
iconic fantasies we pin on the lapel of rhe 
American \Xlest, have we been seduced by 
the notion that we are in charge or that one 
chingor rlnother is limitless? The view char 
night could eas il y have seduced us back 
into believing that was still the case, that 
there were still no limits. 

OLJ>-TI.l!FR: Desert is II hm·sh, dry plaa. 
Made ll'omen cry. Lonely and godfar­
s,rken. And.ye, the mir,rcles these folks have 
O"ea1etl-11111king the desert look like ,m 
Eden, like 1hey 1vm Gad 1-/imself 

Our answers to the evening's ques­
tion-what one thing?-revea led our 
shared caring for the community as well as 
our different perspecti,•es: a regional and 
loca l public transit system, green belts sepa­
rating Central Oregon communiti es, more 
job opportunities, a performing arts cen­
ter, wage equity, a state highway bypassing 

Bend, affordable housing, fret family plan­
ning and medical clinics, expansion of the 
UGB, no expans ion of che UGB, more eth­
nic diversity (a New >'ork Times article was 
referenced as saying that in Bend "diversity 
is defined by the color of your Subaru"), a 
four-year liberal arts college, wilderness and 
waterways proctction. 

The questioner and his wifo had lived 
in Bend eleven years. They had retired early 
and moved permanently to the place they 
had previously only enjoyed on weekends 
and vacations. Their grown chi ldren now 
lived at various locations in the United 
Stares. You could cell this was a question he 
had asked at other, similar gatherings. You 
cou ld tell he and his wife genuinely cared 
about the answers and chat there was some 
likelihood they would put some of their 
resources to wo rk for the ideas they favored 
the mosr: medical care for rhc underserved 
and natural resource protection. They arc 
just cwo among Bend's many modern day 
Medicis who susta in and support Bend's 
socia l, cultural, and educational programs. 

The area is home to at least 200 non­
profit organizations, which was why a 
dinner party just for the sake of infor­
mally bringing people together was such 
a pleasure. A good percentage of the 
social gatherings in Bend arc fondraisers. 
\X'fe agrctd the number of philanthropic 
groups was symptomatic of the willing-
ness of ci tizens in chis community ro rise to 

the cha llenge to do what the state, were it 
managing its affairs better, would be raking 
care of: socia l se rvices, education and arts 



funding, even infrastructure improvements. 
Bend's sys tem of roundabouts, each fram­
ing l piece of privately funded (sometimes 
controversia l) public art, was conceived 
by Michael Holl crn , CEO of the Brooks 
Resources Corporation and one ofBend 's 
civic-minded and visionary developers. 

\v'e celebrated the heartening evidence 
char Bend's baron for leadership, philan­

thropy, and entrepreneurial chutzpah is 
being enthusiastica lly taken up by the 
twenty- and chirty-somechings. Noc so 
many years ago there was rea l concern rhat 

skiers-you name it. (A visitor from New 
York, after eye ing the throngs of Lyc ra-c lad 
runners, bicyclists, and kayakcrs churni ng 
through town, rema rked co me: "I cou ld n't 
possibly live here. I couldn't pass the physi­
cs!.") 

No, I mean recreatio n for the mind 
and spi rit-the performing, visual, and 
literary arrs, visiting lccrnrcrs, gn::at music. 
l mean r:1ising Bend's level of discussion 
above, well , narcissism and materialism: 
golf scores, rhc new boat or ca r, training 
progr:1ms indulged in by young bucks and 

... a New York Times article was referenced as saying that in 
Bend "diversity is defined by the color of your Subaru" ... 

the educated you ng wou ld not return to 

Bend and rhar chose choosing vocational 
ca reers could not make a living wage here. 
The lumber mills were the dominant econ­
omy but weren't hiring. Tourism-related 
jobs paid and still pay little. It wasn't clear 
what returning college grads would do for 
work that would challenge them and rake 
advantage of their education. Even if they 
found employment, cou ld the community 
rival the fun- and inspiration-factor of rhe 
cities where rhey had been educated or 
had held their first jobs? I don't of course 
mean phys ical recreation. Are you kidding? 
Surrounded by BLM land on rhe east and 
Forest Service acreage to the south and 
west, many days of sunshine, few days of 
rain, Bend is heaven for hikers, rock climb­
ers, mountain and road bikers, golfers, 

geezer jocks alike (myself incl uded in the 
latter category), wine cellar cooling sys­
tems, chc latest beauty t reatment (more 
spas rhan restaurants in Bend), the lasr trip 
to Europe o r Bali or Brazil. I have a friend 
who fashioned her own campaign bumper 
sticker fo r the candidate Hugh Bris. She 
says most ask her who Hugh Bris is and 
what he's running for. T here's a saying 
bantered about in Bend: "Stay here long 
enough and you get dumb and friendly." I 
have been here long enough to have a pretty 
good idea what it means. Living on this 
high-desert island, ir is easy to forget the 
rest of the world, co ascribe importance 
to the unimportant, to forget our relative 
self, our relationship with a bigger picture. 
I mean I have nothing aga inst fun-bur 
pee parties? They are growing in popula r-

ity in Bend-where it's very possible there 
arc more dogs than cars. I heard about one 
held at an Awbrey Butte home for two- and 
four-legged friends complete with doggie 
party favo rs, .. peticurcs: and g:tmes such as 
jump-rhrough -che-hoop or catch-the-Fris­
bee. It wasn't clear if the rwo-legged gues~ 
got to compete or onl y che canines. Know­
ing Bend, probably bod,. Bur as the dust 
from Ch in a's storms settles on the slopes of 
Mounr Bachelor, it is crucial we remember 
the causes and concerns of a wider wo rld we 
have an obligation to care for. 

0LJ)- 1'1MER: Cars the siu of anny tanks slip 
out from under them automatic gm,1ge doors, 
1t1ke on the off-road challenge of the driire to 
the grocery store, or maybe to the llideo shop 
to rent a movie about 1he I Vild J,Vest, home 
to sagebrush and j1miper,jack mbbits and 
bobwt, coyote mu/ co11g111: Don't gel me on 
the subject of pet parties. Used to be any dog 
worth its salt had a job to do-herdingcaule 
and sheep. Now, they're all dolled up with 
bmidanas and such tied 'round their necks. 

But the level of discussion is on the 
rise if the num ber of excellent social and 
conservation programs and cu ltural and 
arts events arc any indication. ln some 
ways, thirty-something Katie Merritt's 
three-year-old Bend Film Festival is as sig­
nificant to the region as thirty-something 
Don Kerr's idea to launch the High Desert 
Museum was a quarter of a century ago; 
Christine \'{!inters and Robin Holdman as 
important to Volunreers ln Medicine now 
as Sister Kathryn Hellman was to Saint 
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Clurlcs Hospit:1.I in the '7{h; Deschutes 
lhsin L:1.nd Trust Director Br:1.d Ch:1.lfom's 
effort t0 :1.cquirc 33,000 acres orbnd west 
of Bene\ for rccrc.uion :1.nd wil dlife :1.s key 
:is Bill Hc.t ly '~ cn::1.tion ofJ\founc 8:1.chdor 
sk i resort in the '60s. Younggo-gcncrs 
such :1.s Tr:1.vis Y:i111:1.d:1., rhirrv-two, who 
mo,,ed from C:1.liforn i:1. in 1992, h:ivc no 
p:tticncc for the whiners. "Don't like the 
growth? Lc:1.vc. This i,;n't chc bst stop on 
c:1.rth. Th:1.t, or get wirh the progrnm and 
pitch in, be pro:1.ctive." Y:1.mada, rhe owner 
of a growing contracting business in Bend. 
dedicates his spare time to the creation of 
his urban answer to "what one thing?": a 
series of sk.ae parks ("decks") rhroughour 
chc city-free for kids to use. As Leonard 
Gross, who retired ro Bend from San Fran­
cisco. recenrly srnced, "Bend is a pbce char 
doesn't w:int :myone ro fail." 

OLD -TLlJER: 11/"e camr hei·e to work. 10 

homestead orfill trees or work in the mills. 
C,mu/0r 1he work. H~ hunted, pw up the 
11eget11blesjYom ourgardew. Cm't tell wh,11 

ll11J'Olle does}0r 11 living anymore. Tell you 
whnt, I never though, I'd s1m1d on the spol I 
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gnlle d,irty yea,·s ofmy working lift and see 
11 Victoria's Secret there nom t\tlills 111/ gone. 
Fnrms, too. It's like being preceded in death 
bya,hi!tl. Um11tt11ml." 

One of the couples who joined in on 
formulating an answer moved from Cali­
fornia co Awbrey Butte with their young 
children only six months before-new­
comers even by Bend's incrc:1.singly bx 
stand:t rds for long-timers. (Bend res ident 
Claud ia lvlcDonald chinks Bend's morro 
should be "Veni, Vidi, Velcro"). The hus­
band cominucs to comnum: co work in 
California c:ich week, th:tnkful for this 
summer's addition of a direct flight to 

Los Angeles from the growing Bend­
Redmond airport, although he looks for­
ward to being more virtual, accomplishing 
from a high-tech home office much of 
what he now tr:tvels to do. His wife stays in 
llend,jirneying their young fomily co soc­
cer or swimming practice, music or d:ince 
or gymnastics o r language lessons. She 
reported char ht::r young son, shortly after 
their move, remarked that "there was so 
much nature here." His favorite place, she 
said, is the High Desert Museum, where he 
can observe otters, porcupines, lynx, snakes, 
lizards. In foct he could observe everything 
that used to flourish where he now lived, 
on Awbrey Butte-everything, except for 
a cougar. There is no cougar on display 
ac the High Desert Museum, although 
these beautiful cats undoubtedly roam its 
campus. I hope the boy will grow to know 
the museum is not the destination bur the 
gateway to an intimate relationship with 

the thing itself: this am:izing High Desert. I 
hope he wi ll come to know absolutely rhat 
nature is not a theme p:irk, but re:1.I, very 
real. (Recent drownings in the Deschutes 
River prompted one :1.ngry citizen co ask 
rhat city officials do something about the 
river, make it safer, despite the fact that the 
victim didn't know how to swim and did n't 
wear a life jacket when she headed down­
river on an inner cube. ) 

O1,D-TIMER: Mother Nnture. Keep nn eye 

on Im: She has a way ofcirdingaround 

to remind us just who is in charge. I'm 
not re.fe,ring lo that bulge on the Jlnnk of 

the South Siste1; 11 bulge that, should it 
get ornery, could bury the toum ofSisters. 

Damn well could. Q,. that preuy li11le Jvlh·­

ror Pond i,1 the center of Bemlfll/i11g up 
with silt, turning into 11 marsh right b~(ore 

our eyes. I'm not referring to the likelihood 
we're pumping the desert dry to take care of 
all the thfrsty folks. Nope. I'm talking ,1bo11J 

the cougar on Awbrey Bulle. Folks got p,·etty 
excited when the remains 0/11 smnll dog were 

.found, house cats mme up missing. Forest 
Service jbl/...·J investignted, decided it 111as the 

work ofa cougm: Ei:perts in coug,1r tr,tck-

ing ml led up. 1\/en peered at the rmclerbrnsh 

through hinomlars out efrheir green govern­

ment trucks. I spernlate it might be the first 
time some of the J0lks living 1here looked up 

into the trees around their houses, took time 
to notice them, lmsy as they all seem to be. 

Could s11y that cougm-jbffed thew to return 

to a relationship with nature just for a spell. 
71Je cougnrhnsn't been cnught. I h1111e to say 

I'm kinda gl11d. Did you know them cats lay 

claim to 11 territary ef200 square miles or so? 

This one happened to include Awbrey Bulle 
in its watch. 

\v'har wakes up each of us is unique, 
but wake up we must, collectively and indi­
vidually. In Bend we live close to nature. 
Like everyone everywhere, we have insulted 
her in ways small and large. Bur given our 
proxim ity to Oregon's outback, it's just 
possible we are more readily and quickly 
made aware of the magnitude of rhe insult. 
lf we're lucky, the delay time is less here, the 
high-desert environment less forgiving, 
less tolerant, less patient. This is a time 
when we all must have our ears closer to 
the ground than ever before. Pick up a fist­
ful of the dry desert dirt, hike through the 
pondcrosa, learn to identify what flies, 



what grows, what the rocks instruct. All 
combine to remind us we weren't first 
to ch is place, char there is so much about 
ourselves to listen to and learn from. The 
notion of imposingour wiJI on the \v'esc 
has to give way to something else. 

\'Vhac one thing wou ld each of us 
create in Bend that we felt would con­
tribute to keeping it the place we loved 
and make it even bener? Ir's a question 
chat both humbles and inspires me. 
Humbles because I remember when I 
thought eve rything was possible. includ­
ing control, when I believed man had all 
the answers. And inspires because I now 

cally over the steep slope of Awbrey Burce 
and gazed our. The American \Vest used 
ro beckon us ro come to rhc precipitous 
edge of man's claim and urged us to tame 
more, saddle-break more. Now the ca ll of 
the American \v'est is to shore up chat col­
lapsing edge, ro protect and reclaim the 
wildness, and co knit ourselves together 
in the effort. \'Ve looked our at an envi­
ronment, a place, a community we loved, 
knew had to be cared for and nourished, 
not conquered and conrrolled; one 
that required thoughtful ::mention-to 
its people, newcomers and old-timers, 
rich and poor; to its environment, to its 

What one thing would each of us create in Bend 
that we felt would contribute to keeping it 
the place we loved and make it even better? 

know that so much of what must be done 
has to do with paying attention in ways I 
never did before co the ebb and flow, the 
high and low rides ofland, sky, water­
and people as they migrate in and through 
the ir lives and landscapes. 

My one thing? 
After dinner we walked back our on 

to the deck under the obsidian night just 
to be reminded of our rclatiYe Stature, 
just co be insrrucred in and by silence. 
A stocking cap of snow on rhe Cascades 
shone in the moonlight. \'Ve leaned over 
the prow of railing char jutted dramari-

unique expression. It was rime co remove 
our earphones and listen to and learn 
the song and language of the place itself. 
That's my one thing: help create listeners. 

Ellen l#ztersto11 has watched Be11d change 
si11u 1990. Her essays, short fiction, n11d 

poems have appeared in many regional and 

national publications. Her chapbook of 
poetry I Am Madagascar (lee River Press, 

2005) was mvarded a 2005 Willa Award 

in Poetry. Her memoir, Then There Was 
No Mountain, was selected as one of the 

Northwest's Ten Best Books o/2003 by The 
Oregonian. 

An E.werpt from 

Take A Ri\"er:A Centennial Tribute 
co Bend , Oregon, 190S-200S 
by Ellen 1f11.te1"Ston 

Boardwalks to side,wtlks, sagebrush 

to lavish scape. Good-bye Masterson, 

hello St. Clair Place. Old mill to new, 

feast,Jest, on the nm. Efficiency, top 

of the line, doctors and strong medicine. 

Pole, pedal, paddle; person, pince and thing 

Start and finish sr,·ong, right here in Bend. 

A newly branded land rwh is on! Now 

houses, now condos, now centers of/earning, 

now land trust, now music, now film and u,riting. 

Celebrate invention, amn.umem, and den-ing-do. 

Harvest sun, snou, nnd all things virlttnl. Bend 

beckons flS to regale on a cornucopia suhlime 

during this our allotted cnpsuleoftime. 

But where now is the 1mchnrted ten·itory? 1'Vhere 

is the next land of"who knew''? What o-ies do we 

fail to heed, nlnnns to hear as molten dreams shift 

the sleep ojthe South Sister? Are we more river 

than rock? More transient than not? Bend 2105. 

The llldian chief would advise: Find four roads 

that run side by side and choose the middle 

one. learn to see, eyes shut, with blinding sight. 

Take a dream and transcend it, adventure 

and seek it, an idea and build it; 

to taken river and bend it, 

to tnke11 river and wend it 

deep in our hearts. 

Commissioned by and delivered on opening 
night of the Cascade Festival of Music 2005 
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EIGHT THINGS 
ABOUT A BRICK 

The University unveils plans to put the new in Old Town Portland. 

1 ■ Slap of mortar, scrape of trowel-the 
brick is laid on a warm spring day, part of the finit 

fllXJr wall in a warehouse and 1mmufocturing plant 
hcing built for the Wi llamette Tent & Awning 

ompany. It is 1907 in Portland; sailing ship:; 
moor at nearby wharf:; and new steamships ply the 
Willamette River, 200 feet to the east. 

Ours is the new brick on the block. The rising 
building will connect to the cast,iron fru;:ades of 
the Bickel Block, already twenty,four years and 
several flood::. old, and 1889's Sk iJ111ore Block 
building. In ten years, Hide Naito will leave Japan 
for Los Angeles and the University of Oregon will 
reach iL:. first classes in Portland. 

2 ■ The brick is lost behind balloons and 
h<.lckdrop as Tom Potter, mayor of Portland in 
2006, says: "T o<lay we pass the torch from one 
of Portland's flagship families to our state's flag; 
ship university. This investment in Portland will 
change the educational landscape and provide a 
renewed vision for Old Town. I look forward to a 
long, frnirfu l partnership with the University." 

Also on stage are Hide Naito's granddaughter 
Anne Naito;Campbell and other members of 
the Naito family, longtime owners of what 
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is now known as the White Stag Block, along 
with UO President Dave Frohnml'lycr; developer 
and new White Scag Block owner Art DeMuro; 
Portland Development Commission head Bruce 
Warner; and former Naito employee and former 
CEO of Fred Meyer, Ken Thrasher. The Naitos 
sold the block to DeMuro's company, Venerable 
Group, which, bolstered by loans from the POC, 
will spend some $30 million to preserve, update, 
redesign, and connect the three buildings-leas; 
ing the resulting 66,0(X) square feet to the 
University for its historic new home in Portland. 
Beginning in January 2008, some 500 students 
and faculty members will pass the brick every day. 

3 ■ How many languages have been 
spoken (and learned) around the brick? German, 
English, Japanese, Chinese-and more, certainly. 
Not to mention the timeless language of retail, 
the lingo of commerce. The brick is witness co 
many immigrants on the way up. Willamette Tent 
& Awning founders Hirsch and Weiss begin by 
making canvas sai ls and deck covers for schoo­
ners, anJ by 1930 son Haro!J Hirsch starts a 
pioneering skiwear division he calls White Stag. 
Hide Naito arrives in Portland in 1920 and starts 



Presidem Frohmna)'L-'T in the fumre home of UO Portland frrograms 

a famil y business, which will become Norcrest 
China Co., one of the largest china and gift\vare 
importers in America. His sons Bill and Sam buy 
the White Stag building fo r warehouse space in 
1972. The Naito name becomes synonymous with 
Portland's O ld Town district. By the earl y years 
of the twenty-first century, both White Stag and 
Norcrest are gone, the Naitos are mainly in real 
estate, and the language most often heard around 
the brick is the relentless whisper of time and 
gravity. 

4. There has always been a kind of 
education go ing on in this building, whether ir 
is newcomers learning how America works or 
young people learning how business anJ effort 
anJ success sometimes work together. Back in the 
day, one of the kids working for Norcrcst !ii tands 
somewhat nervously on a floor above the brick 
and receives the lessons that, three decades later, 
standing on a stage 111 front of the brick, he will 
say made him "a graduate of Bill Naito University. 
I got my internship on life with the Naito fam­
ily." Ken Thrasher lea rned retail well-he went 
on to become president an<l CEO of the Fred 
Meyer chain-but he also remcmlx:rs Goals 10 1 

as caught by Professor Naito: "Bill always sa id 
'get a college education, work hard, set goals and 
ach ieve chem, get involved in che conununity and 
be charitable.' I'm happy to see the education we 
received working for the Naito family will carry 
on here. There will be echoes of the past in these 
new classrooms." 

5■ Architects Fletcher Farr Ayotte are 

remaking the space above and around the brick 
into a landmark home for the University's Pordaml 
programs. The UO has signed an eighteen-year 
lease, with an option to buy beginning in ZO 16, for 
the five-story White Stag bui lding and portions of 
the Bickel and the SkiJmore. The new facility will 
unite UO acaJem1c programs and alk,w the Uni ­
versity to host lecture~, cxhihics, and other public 
events. The center will include six classrooms, 
event space for up to 250 people, a new library for 
in, architecture and Journalism programs, a shared 
computer lahoratory, ::ind a new university lxx)k­
~torc anJ Duck Shop, which will also feature 
a cafC. 

The UO's journalism, law, and architecture 
and allied arts progrnms are in strong demand 
among Portland-area professionals and prospective 
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students. The School of Journalism and Commu­
nication's George S. Turnbull Portland Center 
opened its doors earlier ch is year and began 
offering its Eugcne-hased students a senior expe­
rience, combining half-day internships with 
late-afternoon classes in Portland. The hool of 
Architectu re and Allied Arts has offered archi­
tecture and urban des ign courses in Portland for 
more thc::in twenty-five years, and its graduate 
program in arch itecture has been a centerpiece 
of University programs offered in Portland since 
1998. The school is known for irs cultural am! 
fine arts, d igita l arcs, historic preservation, plan­
ning, policy, and environmental design programs. 
They understand the history of the brick. 

6■ Signs of change are everywhere in 
Portbnd's O ld Town, hut the most famous re~ts 
on the roof of the UO's new home, five floors 
above the brick. It's in the shape of the ~rnte of 
Oregon, forty-s ix feet tall with several hundred 
light bulbs and a leaping white deer sranning 
T he Dalles to Pendleton. It used to advertise, 
san::. deer, Whire Satin Sugar. T hen fifty years ago 
it was changed ro read "White Stag," the rumi• 
mmt was added, and a Christmas season tradition 
began of lighting the deer's nose Rudolph- red. 
T he c;ign became an official city landmark in 
1978, hut by the mid-ninclics lhe sign, owned hy 
one comp:my, leased hy ~mother, and ::.iuing on 
a building owned by yet another, hml fallen into 
such di'ircpair that .something of a feud began 
between lhe various partic.s. Public outcry led the 
ci t·y to :itcp in, mediate rhe dispute, and .save the 
sign. Ten yea rs ago, rhc sign was changed to read 
"Made In O regon-Oki Tnwn.'' T<xlay, there are 
some who arc up-in-mulers over the fem that the 
University wi ll changl..' the 5ign again when the 
current owner's len.se expires in 2008-although 
no such pkms arc in the wllrb. If the brick cou\J 
rdlcct, il \\'L1ulJ perhaps rclbh its position out of 
the lime• (anJ neon) light. 

22 OREGON QUARTERLY WINTER 2006 

Doug Campbell and Anne Naiw-CamJ>be/1 
hand a symbolic key w UO Presidem Dave 

Frohnmayer and An DeMu.ro. 

1 ■ Just to the south of the brick and one 
floor up, where part of the \Vhite Stag block was 
shaved off in 1926 to make way for the on•ramp 
to the Burnside Bridge, a nondescript door labeled 
with the mitials "BRS" leads out to the concrete­
and-inremal-combustion roar. Several decades 
and a few billion dollars ago, this door opened 
co the small space rented by a young UO alum 
named Phil Knight co house his fledgling Blue 
Rihbon Sports. Knight and his shoe company 
wound up making some noise of their own. 

B■ A few blocks south of the brick, in the 
early 1920s, a young immigrant from Germany 
named Otto Frohnmayer works as a bellboy at the 
Multnomah Horel before going off to college at 
the University of Oregon. In a little more than 
eighty years, one of his sons will stand bes ide the 
brick and say this: "We are excited to join the 
neighborhocx.l, to expand our Portland programs, 
and to further strengthen our services to th is great 
city. The University of Oregon is committed to 

Portland and expects to remain a long-term part· 
ncr in the community." Dave 
Frohnmayer will go on to 

parnphrase a poem by Oregon 
poet laureate Lawson Inada, 
M.F.A. '66c '"We gather on 
chis ground, nnd strong ching.s 
spring from our minds and 
our he.1rt~.' This i5 a great d<.1y 
in the history of the city and 
the Univer5ity." For the brick, chat Jay in rhe lare 
summer of 2006 wi ll he the 36, 138th day since a 
callu::.ed hand dropped it into place as the snow­
melt-.s\\'Ollen river rolled pa~t, and its first day 
with a powerful new purpose. 

Todd Schwanz 'i5 is a Portland,based 1.uri!er 
whose main conrribution ro Ponland's Old Town­
Chinarown clisnict is eacing the weight of se1.1eral 
bricks m d,m sum on a regular ha.sis. 



BEFORE 1930, IT WAS COMMON FOR THE COLUMBIA ANO WILLAMETTE RIVERS 
TO FREEZE HARO ENOUGH FOR A CAR TO ORIVE ACROSS NOT LATELY. 

BY GAYE VANDERMYN 

FATHER WAS INSISTENT WE GO DOWN TO WATCH ; HE 
MUST HAVE THOUGHT IT WAS AN ADMIRABLE THING. 

I REMEMBER WE WERE EXCITED . WE ALL BUNDLED 

UP, MOTHER , FATHER , SISTER , AND ME IN MY TAN 

HAT, THE ONE WITH THE LOP OVERS (EAR FLAPS } 
TO PROTECT MY EARS BECAUSE MY HAIR WAS CUT 

SHORT IN A DUTCH BOB. WE WALKED DOWN TO THE 
SELWOOD FERRY SLIP. ONE MAN DROVE A MODEL T 

DOWN THE WESTERN RAMP ONTO THE RIVER . THREE 

MEN WALKED ALONGSIDE TO HELP STEER BECAUSE 
THE TIRES KIND OF SLID ON THE ICE . THEY DROVE 

ALL THE WAY ACROSS TO STAFF JENNINGS MARINA . 
IT'S STILL IN BUSINESS AT THE SAME PLACE . 

- CLEO [KERN] AUSTIN 

tWlMvcck;long Deccmher cold spe ll had 1924 Porrlandcrs 
fighting six inches of snow and frozen rndi,itors. On 
Chrbtmas Eve, an A rct ic blast roa rc<l in from a high~ 
pre~urc system in western Montana, 0oo<li ng into 

the valleys fo llowing the :streams to the Colurnbit1 River. 
The freezing ~1ir mass then pushed down the gorge to the sea, 
rapidly leaching the remaining hem from rhc wc1ter:; nnd thc 
:;oil. Ice began forming in the Colun,bia River narrows at 
The Dalles. Soon ice stre tched downstrea111, shore to shore, to 

just a fow miles :shy of the Pacific. In just two day:; the ice was 
thick enough co hold the weight of a car and o ld timers hcg::in 
reminiscing about the winter') of 1884 and 1896 when oxen 
teams carried heavy loads of goods across the lower Willamette 
am.I crews with saws and axes drove horse teams Olll onto the 
frozen wate rways to cut and load blocks of ice. Enough ice 

CAPITAL CITY AND JOSEPH KELLOGG 
IN THE ICE AT HOOD RIVER , OREGON , 
W. D. ROGERS , JANUARY 17, 1907 



blocks were packed in sawdust to be dcl1vcrcd to home 1ce­
boxe~ through August, even 111 1924. 

C leo (Kern) Austin, once a UO education student and 
now ninety-four, clearly rcmcmhers that 1924 ~cemher when 
&he was eleven years old . 

A FEW DAYS LATER WE CROSSED THE ICE TO VISIT 
MY AUNT AND UNCLE , ROSE AND BENJAMIN HOWELL, 
WHO HAD A 1,100-ACRE FARM AT THE HEAD OF SAUVIE 

ISLAND WHERE THE WILLAMETTE ANO COLUMBIA 
COME TOGETHER. MY SISTER ANO I AND MOTHER ANO 
FATHER CLIMBED INTO THE FAMILY ' S PUNT, A SMALL 

FLAT BOTTOM BOAT. WITH UNCLE BEN PUSHING FROM 
BEHIND ANO FATHER USING THE OARS , WE ROWED 
THE PUNT ACROSS THE FROZEN RIVER FROM THE 

PORTLAND SHORE TO SAUVIE ISLAND. WE FIGURED 
IF THE ICE BROKE , WE WOULD BE SAFE ; WE WOULDN ' T 
SINK . UNCLE BEN ANO AUNT ROSE ' S OLD FARMHOUSE 

IS NOW THE HOWELL-BYBEE MUSEUM . 

"A combination of two things needs to occur for a weather 
event severe enough to freeze the Columbia," explaim Patrick 
Bartlein, a Univers ity of Oregon geography professor with a 
specia l research interest in climate change. "The setup is the 
season and the trigger is the Jay. If it was an unusually colJ 
winter, then water temperatures would be relatively low, and a 
single ::ievere cold snap cou ld do it." t ..... 

t used to be fairly common for the Columbia River rn 
freeze hard enough for horse-drawn wagons and later cars 
to travel across it. In the century hccween 1830 and 1930, 
personal journals, le1ters, and new::; clippings document 

<11 least thiriy•fi\'e fro:.:cn river events. The la.st time the \Vil ­
lamenc and Columbi,1 froze solid enough ro hold a car as for 
down::irream as Portland wa::i just six years later in 1930. The 
Columbian ncw:-;paper in Vancouver captured chat hi.storic 
occasion with a photograph of three men in a 1930-style .sedan 
convertible sitting on the fro:c n river below the Interstate 
Bridge, the Portland ::ihore in rhc distant hackgrounJ. "Picture 
Proof the River Froze!" read the headline. 

Forty-nine years bter, Don Holm, contrihuting ediror m 
T/1e Oregonian's Outdoor scLtion, witnessed the most recent rand 
la::it time the Columhia froze over as fa r downriver as Portland. 
After weeks of unusua ll y cold weather, temperatures plunged on 
January 9, 1979. \Vrning from Im boat for a January 14, 1979, 
Ore.{!onian story, 1 lolm described how he and hi:-. neighht.irs 
watched :i~ a four-inch crust of 1cc fonncd bank to bank. 

SUDDE N LY, PEOPLE SAW THE WILLAMETTE RIVER 
FREEZING OVER . THEN MULTNOMAH CHANNEL. THEN , 

HEAVENS TO BETSY, THE COLUMBIA RIVER ITSELF 
WAS SOLID ICE FROM BANK TO BANK . ICE WAS SO 
THICK IN THE GORGE THAT BONNEVILLE LOCKS 
WAS CLOSED . RIVER TRAFFIC CAME TO A HALT. 

ONE MORNING I SAW A BIG JAPANESE CARGO SHIP 
TEMPORARILY STUCK IN THE ICE IN THE MIDDLE OF 

THE LOWER WILLAMETTE . 

Bur rhat four-inch-thick 1cc wouldn't hold a Modd Tor even 
a Toyota irol\a, and C leo Au~tin believe'.', it would only have 
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heen a minor ob&tacle on the ri ver unlike the life-rhreaten­
mg challenge faced by che old seem -wheelers chat her father 
piloted. 

ONE WINTER , FATHER ' S STEAMER WAS TRAPPED 
FOR DAYS IN THE ICE ABOVE ROOSTER ROCK . 

WHEN THE ICE FINALLY MELTED ENOUGH TO FREE 
THE BOAT, THEY WERE CAUGHT, UNABLE TO STEER 

THROUGH AN ICE FLOE BEING SWEPT TOWARD 
THE SHALLOW ROCKS AT ROOSTER ROCK . FATHER 

SAID THEY WERE AFRAID THEY WERE GOING 
TO DIE. THEY MADE IT BUT THEY WERE VERY 

FRIGHTENED AND IT WAS VERY EXCIT I NG . 

Aust in was too young to remember the year that happened to 

her fa ther, but 19 16 is a likely can<l idate. The Oregonian docu­
mented 1916 as an exceptionally bad winter. The newspaper 
reported that the Columbia River was frozen as fa r down­
stream as A ltoona Point, ten miles upstream of Astoria. At 
Tongue Point, one report sa id the ice was two feet chick. 

Picture postcards from th<1t time show steamers that had 
been trapped for weeks in the frozen river just offshore from 
the Colbert Beach Amusement Park, near the east end of the 
Hood River Bridge. Crews lived ahoard the stern-wheelers 
fo r weeks just to keep the steam up so they could periodica lly 
rock the boats to maintain a ci rcle of clear water around the 
:,reamer to prevent the encroaching ice from crushing their 
hulls. The USS Asotin wrecked in the ice four miles below 
A rlington. 

- ..... 
ative American lore suggests frozen rivers rhrough-
out the Northwest were a common occurrence before 
white explorers, trappers, and settlers arrived. The first 
fro:en-o,·er event on the Columbi,1 recorded in set­

tlers' private journals and lette rs w<1s in I 833, eight years afte r 
Fort Vancouver was establisheJ. For the next century, Orego­
nians saw a fro:en Columbia thirty-five times, once every 
two to nine years. A survey of news clippings by Raymond R. 
Hatton, M.A '69, Ph.D. '89, a recently retired geography pro­
fessor at Central O regon Community College, in his book 
Portland, Oregon \Veather and Climate: A Hiswrical Perspective, 
document:; five fro:en-river events in the fifty years after 1933, 
with only the 1979 freeze reaching as far downriver as Port• 
land. Since 1979, the only winter co ld snap that came close 
to pro<lucing a fro:en crust on the river was five day.s in 1996 
when an ice storm covered the deck, hull, and riggings of the 
Bluebell, a Coast Glrn rd buoy tender, with three to five inches 
of ice and produced iceherg::. that hampered river traffic. 

Patricia McDowell, a UO professor of geography who has 
re:,earched Nort hwest ri vers aml climate change, says the 
beginning of rhe nineteenth century, when settler::, began 
pouring into Oregon, wa::i witneS::i to the end of the Liccle Ice 
Age (ci period of cold temperatures worldwide that began 
around 1450) mid the begi nning: of a warming trend that has 
concmueJ ro today. \'(leather data document a continually 
wannmg clunate 111 the Northwest since 1880, when the U.S. 
Weather Bureau records ~gin. Harton's studies show winters 
are concmumg to grow warmer ;1 nd cold smips me fewe r ,1nd 



shorter. In the Portland area, for example, winter tempera­
tu res climbed above 50 degrees Fahrenheit eighty more days in 
1980--99 than in a rwo-Jecade period ( I 880--1899) a century 
earlier. Temperatures colder than 20 degrees Fahrenheit were 
registered on only seven days in the two decades of 1980--99 in 
contrast to thirty-three days in 1880--99. 

The warming that began with the end of the Little Ice 
Age may explain why the Columbia River is no longer cold 
enough to freeze over, but one untested theory suggests the 
Columbia River dams may have given Mother Nature's global 
trend a Northwest warming boost. The end of deep ice stretch• 
ing across the rivers as far downstream as Portland or Astoria 
roughly coincides with the beginning of the damming of 
the Columbia. River water began backing up to form Lake 
Roosevelt, the Grand Coulee Dam's l90-mile-long storage 
reservoir, shortly afte r construction began in 1933, three years 
after the last hard freeze on the lower Columbia. 

Today fifty-one dams are located on the Columbia and its 
tributaries. Six have storage reservoirs, like Grand Coulee, 
but even the darns that allow rhe river to flow through, like 
McNary, back up the river and slow it down. In place of the 
mighty wild warrior river's tumultuous rush to the sea, we now 
find a sedate, matronly river, a broad-hipped, placid, and reli­
able yea r-round stream of warmer water. From The Dalles Dam 
in Oregon to the tip of Lake Roosevelt across the Washing­
ton-Canadian border, the dams have created a series of lakes 
unbroken for 431 miles, the end of each lake lapping at the 
foot of the next upstream dam. 

"It is hard to differentiate the effect of global warming from 

the effect of Jams," says Professor Bartlein. "I would like tu sec 
a history of water temperatures, a record not historically kepl, 
bur it looks like the local effect has made the difference. The 
big lakes behind the Jams arc huge heat trnps for the summer 
sun." 

Although no river temperature data were kept before the 
<lams were built, recent river temperature stud ies show th::ir 
since 1953 average water temperatures in the Columbia River 
increased 1.9 degrees Celsius in fifty years, according to Man, 
aging the Columbia River: lnstream Flows, Water Wichdrawals 
and Salmon Surviual (2004), produced by the Water Science 
and Technology Board and the Board on Environmental 
Studies and Toxicology. However, the nearest river of simi-
lar dimensions, the undammcd Fraser River in Canada, also 
experienced average temperature increases of almost I degree 
Celsius in fifty years. Studies have yet to be conducted that 
could tell us whether the Columbia's faster wanning rate is 
due to its more southern location or if its dams have speeded 
up that process, ending the saga of frozen rivers more abruptly 
than nature intended. t ..... 

n the days before airplanes and freeways, Portland resi­
dents were so dependent on river transport that a frozen 
river meant almost total isolation, as commerce and com­
munication with the outside world also froze. 
Portland residents turned out co celebrate on January 18, 

1888, when the first steamship in five days, the Oregonian, 
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numaged to plow through rhe ice, caking fifty-three hours co 
break through from Astoria to Portland. As it loudly plowed 
its way up the Wi llamette, backing up and making repeated 
runs at the ice, a bevy o( ice skaters followed alongside chat­
ting up the passengers on deck. As the weather warmed, more 
!>hips followed. By January 26, twenty sh ips were at dock in 
Porclaml waiting for loads o( grain and another thirty were 
reporteJ en route, including domestic and foreign vessels. 

Even when frozen ri vers and snowbound trains prevented 
regular mail delivery, however, intrepid mail carriers wou ld 
find a way. In 1896 postman Will Huckaby, traveling on eight-

tNCtn£NtS 
1854: The January 28 Oregonian 
estimated that ··over a thousand 
tons of ice will be taken from 
the Columbia and Willamette 
this season.,,. Bng. H.S. Cabot, 
(from} Dryden, is at the mouth of 
the Willamette, and will probably 
load wtth Ice for San Francisco." 

1862:The January 16 Oregonian 
reported: ""A man left here Tues­
day morning for Vancouver with 
a bundle of paper on his back on 
which to print the Telegraph, of 
that place. The man was afoot: 
the snow nearly two feet deep, 
distance, a good ten miles; the 
weather cole (sic) enough to 
freeze Oregon whiskey: and a 
river, nearly a mile wide, covered 
with thick ice, and full of air holes, 
to cross with ten chance to one of 
being drowned! If this is not print­
ing a paper under difficut!les, we 
are at a loss to know whal is. 

1868: January 13:The Columbia 

26 OREGON QUARTERLY WINTER 2006 

froze over, trapping the steamer 
Ranger and a vessel It was tow­
ing.The Oregonian raged against 
the frozen water roadways in an 
editorial labeled '"land-locked 
and Ice-bound.'" 

"If Portland expects to become a 
commercial city, she must tahe 
steps to become independent of 
river transportation in such a sea­
son as this 

"For several weehs the city has 
been cut off from al/of 1ls trade 
and communication except by 
Jamison S Express. Now 1s 1t not 
plain to every thmhmg man that a 
community cannot asplfe to the 
act,vityof a commercial city, or 
hope for the wealth and prosper­
ity which commerce commands, 
when it 1s liable to be cut of( from 
all 1ls traders and supports for 
weehs and months together? As 
well might we expect the body to 
sumve when all of its vems and 
a,ter,es are frozen and dead, as 
to expect any place, aspmng to 
commercial prosper,ty, to flour-
1sh under such cond1t1ons. The 

foot skis, delivered the mail forty•SC\"Cn times on the frozen 
river from Lyle on the Washington side to The Dalles ten 
miles upstream on the Oregon side. 

Given current trends, it's unlikely we'll be need ing these 
kind of hero ics any time soon. 

Ga)·e Vandem1::,•n became direcror of rhe UO News Bureau in 
1985 and served rhere and in the reorganized Office ofCom­
municacion and Media Relo.rions until her retiremem in 2004. 
Previously , she worked as a newspaper reporrer, a magazine editor, 
and a public rdarions coordinator. 

remedy for this stale of affairs is 
plain-railroads. " 

1907: A postcard photograph 
shows two men seated on ice 
blocks in front of a ship frozen 
in the Columbia River. The mes­
sage on the reverse says: "Frozen 
over. I walked across it.'" Another 
postcard photograph shows two 
stern-wheelers stuck fast in the 
frozen river at Hood River: the 
crew and passengers were pho­
tographed standing on the frozen 
river tn back of the boats off Col­
bert Beach. 

1909: Some vessels in the Port­
land docks had live poultry and 
pigs on board and, with the ships 
Immobile, the feet of pigs and the 
combs of the poultry got frost­
bite. An ice Jam on the Columbia 
above Vancouver blocked all river 
traffic and two steamers, The 
Dalles and the Sarah Dixon, were 
trapped in the ice at the Cascade 
locks. 

1916: Four couples linked arms 
on the Columbia at Stevenson 
to hike across the frozen river to 

the all-night dance held on Friday 
nights in the town of the Cascade 
locks. They danced all night, then 
soon after dawn walked back 
across. 

Bertha Little, now ninety-four 
years old, has told her children 
the story of the winters of 1916 
and 1919 when she helped her 
father, Ira Tuttle, harness his 
horses to the wagon loaded with 
wheat so he could drive his crop 
to market, down to the Columbia 
on the winding road from the hll ls 
around Goldendale, Washington. 
For the thirteen-mile trip to The 
Dalles from there, he used the 
frozen river, with shoreline por­
tage roads around Celilo Falls. 

1930: Ice enclosed the steamer 
N.R. Lang about a mile and half 
above the Interstate Bridge as 
she made her way from Camas 
to Portland. A photograph in The 
Oregonian shows the steamer 
caught in the ice with lour men 
hiking the 150 feet to the shore. 
Provisions for the crew were 
carried over the ice. 
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Research mission shows more growth 
I t has been an excit ing year with 

record-breaking numbers involving 
University of Oregon research. 

External funding, mostly from federal 
sources, reached $96.5 million during 
2005-6, up 67 percent from five years ago. 
Annu al income from technology transfer 
hit $4.3 million. up almost 1.300 percent 

Richard Linton since 2000-1. Occupancy at the Riverfront 
Research Park is full and expansion plans 

arc moving forward. 
These success stories reflect the diversity of tho 

universily 's mission in research, from basic research to its 
tran slat ion into societal and com mercia l applica tion s. 

The University of Oregon has a ri ch tradition of 
interdisciplinary and collaborative research that 
encom passes such fields as tho li fe and physical sciences, 
a llied arts, arch itecture, education, psychology. sociology, 
and Lho humanities. Much of the cutt ing·edge sponsored 
research is spread among twenty•nine institutes and centers 
reporting to the vice president for research and graduate 
stud ies. The uni versity is commit ted to sus ta ining faculty 
success across a wide range of creat ive endeavors. 

An example oft he commitment began coming 
into v iew over the summer, when work crews began 
digging what summer res idents on campus referred 
to as "the big hole." Soon from that pit ju st east of 
Huestis Hall will rise the whol ly underground first 
phase of what will become the magnificent $76 million 
Integrative Science Complex, being designed to foster 
collaboration. research. and innovat ion for faculty 
members and students from many disciplines. At one 
point in the digging, there was a pause in the work as 
President Dave Frohn mayer wore a hardhat and got 
his hands into the d irt to explore some bits of Oregon's 
ancien t history. Unearthed were fossilized pieces of 
sea c reatures that dwelled 35 million years ago in a 
bay that once covered the campus and much of the 
Willamette Valley. 

ll truly is an exciting time to be at the University of 
Oregon. It is my hope that this issue of Inquiry provides 
at least a snapshot of the wide range of research that is 
occurring on campu s. 

RichMd Linton is the d ee pre.~ident for research and graduate ~tudies. and 
dl'an of the Graduate School. at the Un ivr.rsit_v of Oregon 

Twelve faculty members earn spotlight for innovation 
1\vclve Universit y of Oregon scientists wore honored 

in June with tho first UO Research Innovations Awa rds, a 
showcase event that annually wil l highlight innovation , 
d iscovery, and connection. The researchers were singled 
out for their out standing achievement s in their chosen 
fie ld as well as their contributions to society and economic 
development . 

The awa rd s were mado in throe categories: 

1) Competitively funded research grants: Thomas J. 
Di sh ion , professor of psychology and founding director 
or the Child and Family Center; Hill M. Walker, professor 
and director of the Center on Human Development and 
codirector of the Institute on Violence and Destructive 
Behavior: and Monte Westerfield. professor of biology and 
director of the Zebra fi sh In ternational Resource Center and 
Zebrafi sh Model Organism Database. 

2) U.S. patents assigned to the university: John F. W. 
Keana. professor emeritus of chemistry; James E. Hutchison, 
professor of chemist ry and director of the Materials Science 
In stitute; and S. James Remington , professor of phys ics. 

3) Creators of leading spin-off companies: Allen 0. 
Malony, a profess or of computer and in formation science, 
and Don M. Tucker. professor of psychology. for their roles 
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in founding Cerebral Data Systems; Kent A. Stevens, 
professor of computer and information science, for hi s 
role with Kaibridge, Inc.; Carl Fal sgraf, director of the 
Center for Appl ied Second Language Studies, for his 
role wit h Language Learning Solutions; and Roderick 
A. Capaldi, professor of biology. and Michael Marusich, 
director of the UO Monoclona l Antibody Facility, for 
their founding of MitoSciences, Inc. 
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Early data drive researchers to change direction, 
uncover a new clue to childhood distraction 

Sometimes scientific discoveries 
ar rive from the unexpected. Such 
was the case for Paul van Donkelaar. 
a professor of human physiology 
and researcher in the University of 
Oregon's Inst itute of Neuroscience, 
and hi s graduate student Sandy 
Saavedra. 

;'I t was a complete surprise," he 
said. "This was not what we were 
looking for at all, so we started 
asking what was happening and what 
ii means." 

In a presentation in August 
at the Brain and Mind Research 
Symposium of tho Association of 

year-old children had difficu lty 
stopping themselves from look ing at 
a secondary object placed into their 
peripheral vision. They also initiated 
multiple saccades at a rapid pace and 
in much higher levels than adults, 
and did so 150 milliseconds sooner 
than adults, "which in brain time is 

an etern ity," van Donkolaar said. As part of va n Donkelaar's 
research with colleague 
Marjorie Woollacott , Saavedra 
was examining eye movements 
in 41 individuals, ages 4 to 29. 
as they focused on one object 
a nd ignored, as instructed, 

The true worth of a 
researcher lies in pursuing 

what he did not seek in 

"In the fou r- to six-year-old 
and the seven- to nine-year-
old groups, there was a similar 
relationship. The you nger kids 
had a lot of trouble keeping 
thei r eyes fi xa ted on the original 

a secondary target when it 
appeared in the periphery of 
their vision. 

h • . 11 targe t. but that problem was 
lS experiment as we as much more muted in the seven-

The research, fund ed by the 
National Institutes of Healt h, 
aims to compare normal 
development with what occu rs 
in people with such maladies 
as cerebral palsy. When a 
mature adult reaches for an object 
and manipulates it, the process is 
done smoothly, van Oonkelaar said. 
The person has good control of his 
or her postu re. The eyes. head, and 
hands work together lo complete 
the task. The resea rchers want to 
harness the basics of how people 
develop such skills and apply them to 
training handicapped children. 

However, as Saavedra pursued the 
data, she discovered high numbers of 
multiple saccades-rapidly occurring 
glances toward the secondary 
object-among the youngest chi ldren 
involved. 

''A fter a few weeks of scratching 
her head , she ca me to me and asked 
what she should do with all of these 
multiple saccades," van Oonkelaa r 
reca lled. "My init ial reac tion was to 
throw them out. In stud ies of adu lts, 
there are so few of them, maybe in 5 
percent at most, that stat is tically they 
are insignificant. But in these results, 
Sandy said she was seeing them 25 
percent of the time. 
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;~;;B~;;~:~f-~!8) ~ ~1:~;:~~i;;; 
the fro a ta I cortex, 

. where dcc1s1on-mak111g 
Pacific Run UmverS1t10s rn Sydney, skil ls develop, and how 
A.ustra ha; van .□onkelaar. unveiled a decision influences 
his groups main conclusion. the brain stem that con trols eye 

It may be.that the revamped study movements, van Oonkelaar said. 
has tapped mto a developmentally "What we think is happening is that 
ba~ed explanati.on for why young . these multiple saccade trials are 
children, especia lly those fo ur ~o six initiated so quickly that the frontal 
years old , have a problem focus mg or . , . . 

h 'b· . . b b . Th . cortex 1sn l playrng much ofa ro le 111 
ex .1 111.nappropn~te e av,or. eir the signa ling of !he brain stems in 
brams Simply aren t ready to control h'ld " h 'd 
impulsive react ions. youn?er c . I ren, . e sa1 • 

"We think the inability to It is beheved that for cerebral 
· I 'b' b I • h d . 1 ti palsy patients the development of tho 
11111 11 e rnvior as to O wi t 1 le cor tex wil l be delayed well beyond 
development of the frontal cortex and chil dhood. Thu s eye movements 
its abi lity to tell tho rest of tho brain and focus ing along with other 
to do or not to do something," van 
Oonkelaar said. components involved in motor 

Tho fronta l cortex is known to control may explain why it 's more 

play a role in such things as impu lse 
control, motor function, problem­
solving, and socialized behavior. The 
brain stem controls basic activ it y, 
such as keeping the heart beating and 
tho lungs breathing. 

Looking at and compari ng the 
four age groups let the researchers 
recognize a trend. The four- to six-

difficult for a cerebral pa lsy pal ienl 
than a healthy adult to success full y 
pick up an object and manipu late 
it. Simply put, the cortex isn't fully 
participating in the game. • 
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Understanding today through a remote island's past 
Whal docs a remote tiny is land of 

about 500 people have to say about 
the world's current politica l, social 
and env ironmental situation? Plenty, 
says Douglas Kennett, a Un iversity of 
Oregon a rchaeologist. 

Doug Kennett 

many miles to the easl. 

The island 
is Rapa, a 
1.3.5 square­
mile island 
of volcanic 
origin located 
halfway 
between 
New Zealand 
and South 
America. 
It is often 
con fused with 
Rapa Nui, or 
Easter Island, 

Wayfaring Polynesians likely 
settled the horseshoe-shaped island 
around A.O. 1200, during a burst 
of migration from is lands to the 
nort hwest. Kennett reported in the 
journal Antiquity in June. Unti l 
1791, when English explorer George 
Vancouver ushered in European 
contact, these islanders lived in 
isolation. 

That 600-year period is a laboratory 
for s tudying how the stresses of 
population growth and dwindling 
resources led to division. warfare. and 
environmental degradation. Kennett 
said. 

Tho original settlers likely got a long 
and collaboraled unti l competition 
eventual ly spread among family 
lineages. "This division led to the 
establishment of for tifications in 
not very desirable local ions, such as 
mountaintop ridges, where it's cold, 
windy, inhospitable for crops. and far 
away from water,'' ho said. 

Population poakocl at about 2,000 
people. Today, the archaeologica l, 
linguist ic, and genetic data surfac ing 
from Rapa has sol id i fiecl tho icloa that 
South Pacific migration came from tho 
west, not tho cast as Thor Heyerdahl 

INQUIRY • Winter 2006 

once argued. 
Ra pa's history, Kennett said, tells a 

compelling story about the social and 
political mechanisms for population 
dispersal. His group's study focused 
on the archaeological record and 
radiocarbon dating at forty-eight sites, 
including shoreline rock shelters 
and four upland fortifications. He 
and colleagues theorize that early 
colonizers gradually spread across the 
island, from a shoreline-based society 
into competing groups tbat bui lt and 
likely defended a growing number of 
spectacu lar fortifications carved from 
mou ntaintops. 

Kennett argues that Polynesians 
moved to Rapa and several other parts 
of the remote Pacific after a 1,500-year 
lull in their major migrations. Around 
3,000 years ago, he said, Polynes ians 
moved into 
West Polynesia 
(Fiji, Tonga, and 
Samoa), where 
they lived until. 
population 
densities and 
dwindling 
food resources 
spawned 
fragmentation and aggression. 
This idea is detai led in a chapter of 
Behavioral Ecology and the Transition 
lo Agriculture, a book Kennett co­
edited and which was published in 
2006 by the University of California 
Press. 

Rapa's earliest occupants lived 
in coastal rock shelters. One cave, 
Tangarutu, was occupied for some 400 
years. Researchers found fragments of 
sleeping mats, cordage, and fish hooks 
made from shell. Radiocarbon dating 
indicated that people relocated their 
residences lo fortified interior locations 
300 years after colonization. 

The islanders developed pond 
agriculture, simi lar to rice paddies, for 
growing taro, a root-crop much like 
potatoes. The expansion of agriculture 
on lhe island parallels evidence from 
sediment cores for deforestation and 

erosion. Extending into the sea from 
various drainage systems flowing from 
the fortifications are linear walls that 
likely served as tidal fish traps. 

"The archaeological landscape is 
phenomenal," Kennett said. "There 
are domestic and agricultural 
terraces all around the island. Many 
of the ridge tops are flattened and 
there are slaircases carved into the 
mountainsides. Arable land and access 
to fishing grounds were limited, and 
the farming areas and fish traps would 
have been well defended." 

The findings and satellite maps 
taken by Kennett's team are being 
shared with the people of Rapa. with 
whom the team is continuing to work 
as parl of Kennett's Rapa Heritage 
Project. 

"Rapa is a compelling story," 
Kennett said. "To me, this is an 
example of what's happening on the 
planet today in terms of expanding 
populations, environmental 
degradation and increasing warfare. 
Rapa is a little microcosm of our 
planet. There are lessons about the 
consequences of population growth to 
be learned there." 

Co-authors with Kennett on the 
Antiquity paper were Atboll Anderson 
and Matthew Prebble of the Australian 
National Universily, Eric Conte of 
the University of French Polynesia, 
and John Southon of the University 
of California, Irvine. The National 
Geographic Society, Australian 
National University, and the University 
of Oregon funded tho research. • 
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New microscope sharpens the focus on tiny 
surfaces, even living cells 

A new scan ning electron 
microscope [SEM), installed in 
Cascade Hal l during the summer, 
is givi ng researchers a new ultra­
high-resolution view of microscopic 
surfaces. Among the possibilities are 
anthropologica l artifacts and living 
cells that do not need to be disturbed 
by coatings or have moisture 
removed. 

The tool is a Quanta 200 FEG 
environ mental microscope, which 
also can operate in traditional high­
vacuum and variable-pressure modes. 
Its envi ronmental mode offers the 
flexibility of looking at objects in 
a near natural state and obtaining 
new levels of observation , says John 
Donovan, director of the electron 
microprobe and electron microscopy 
faci lities within the Center for 
Advanced Materials Characterization 
in ORegon (CAMCOR), a shared 
instrument facility. 

This new machine is the third 
new SEM to be installed at CAMCOR 
in the last four yea rs. 
It was purchased 
from the FE! Co. of 
Hillsboro, Oregon, wi th 
matching funds in a 
gran t from the National 
Science Foundation 
and the M.J. Murdock 
Charitable Trust of 
Vancouver, Wash ington, 
to University of 
Oregon geologist 
Katharine Cashman 
and colleagues. 
Through a cooperative 
arrangement, the 
university received 
some $800,000 in 
equ ipment and 
accessor ies and will 
work with FEI to review 
system performance 
and consider future 
improvements. 

In traditional scanning electron 
microscopes, samples go under a 
high vacuum and must be water 
free. They normally are coated with 
a thin conductive layer to assist 
in the removal of electrostatic 
charging, a process that alters 
surface characteristics. These 
speci men-preparation conditions 
rule out the use of most living 
biological specimens and many 
advanced material surface studies. 
An environmental SEM allows for 
an investigation of wet samples in 
almost normal atmospheric humidity 
and of unaltered semiconductor 
devices without coating. 

"You can image a surface at high 
resolution without damaging it and 
then perform X-ray work lo identify 
elements that are in the near-surface 
region," Donovan said. 

University researchers and 
industry scientists have access to 
CAMCOR's equipment on a fee-for­
service basis. Twenty scientists from 

a variety of state and governmental 
organizations got a close-up look 
at CAMCOR's offerings during a 
three-day workshop in September, 
led by Dale Newbury of the 
National Institute of Sta ndards and 
Technology, a widely recognized 
expert and author on electron beam 
microanalysis. modeling electron 
beam interactions. and advanced X· 
ray spectrometry technologies. 

Among industry vis itors at 
the September workshop was Joo 
Woolman, an eng ineer with the 
Raytheon Corporation in Coleta, 
California, who wrote in an e-mail 
to Donovan: "Th is was the most 
productive and useful conference 
I have ever attended. You broughl 
together an amaz ing cross-section 
of talent , from the world's leading 
electron microscopist, Dale Newbury, 
to industry reps rrom all the major 
players. Kudos John , woll done. We 
will be working with CAMCOR on an 
industrial basis in the near future." • 

The Quanta 200 FEG, a scanning electron microscope, with a sample being set up for analysis. 
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Novel underground nanoscience facility to be 
named for Lorry Lokey 

A $10 million gift from 
Business Wire founder Lorry I. 
Lokey lo the University or Oregon 
Coll ege or Arts and Sciences is 
lau nching construction ofa two­
phase $70 million Jnlegrative 
Science Complex-the firs!' major 
construction for the sciences to be 
completed on campus si nce 1990. 

UO President Dave Frohnmsyer holds clam 
fossils unearthed during the excavation. 

Univcrsily President Dave 
Prohnmayer and Oregon Gov. Teel 
Kulongoski an nounced the gift 
during a June groundbrea king 
ceremony marking the public 
launch or the project. The signature 
research center will be associated 
with the Oregon Nanoscience 
and Microtechnologies In sti tute 
(ONAM I), a conso rtium that 
includes the Univers it y of 
Oregon, Oregon State U1,iversity, 
Portland State University, Paci fic 
Northwest Nationa l Laboratories, 
and the region ·s high technology 
companies. 

The first phase or the Integrative 
Science Comp lex, the Lorry 
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I. Lokey Laboratories, is an 
app roximately 30,000-gross­
square-foot faci lity constructed 
underground on bedrock that will 
provide the sensitive instruments 
used for nanoscience research 
with a vibration level that is 
two to throe times lower than 
the "gold standa rd " sel by the 
Na ti onal Institute of Standards and 
Technology. A courtyard will cover 
tho structure, preserving the open 
space known as the Science Green. 

Compl etion or the first phase 
is oxpoctod by the end or 2007. 
A multi-story second phase, 
targeted for completi on by 2012, 
will connect directly to the Lokey 
Laboratories. The Integrative 
Science Complex will focus on 
coll aborative and interdisciplinary 

research spaces and shared 
instrumentation facilities. Phase 
1 will provide vita l research tools 
th at will be accessible to all other 
universities, private co ll eges, and 
communi ty colleges in Oregon, as 
we! I as prov ide laboratory space 
for partnerships with industry 
col laborators. • 

ONAMI 
OREGON NANOSCIENCE AND 

MICROTECHNOI.OGIES INSTITUTE 
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Quantitative leap in Educational Leadership program 
The University of Oregon's 

Educationa l Leadership program 
in the Co llege or Education entered 
the fall quarter wit h a new sense 
of direction tha t should raise its 
visibility comparable to that nm•v 
enjoyed by counseling psychology 
and special education, says program 
director Cerald Tindal. 

Educat ional Leadership focuses 
on the organization and management 
of education at tho primary and 
seconda ry school levels (kindergarten 
through high school). The aim is to 
refine tho processes involved in the 
development, implementation, and 
generation of successful educationa l 
outcomes in the sc hool s. 

"We now have one of the 
preeminent education research 
programs in terms of focus and 
outreach." Tindal says. "We 
have the capacity to deliver with 
comprehens ive exper tise." 

The program's faculty, including 
four new members, is tack ling throe 
main funclions: 

• Information col lection and 
use: Research will be seeking ways 
lo identiry just what is the best 
information to collect on a particular 
educational issue, and how to use il. 

• Decision-making and action­
taking: Tho idea, Tindal says, is 
dete rmining the best ways to pursue 
choices that optimize an educator's 
options and efforts. 

• Creating policies that support 
practice: Too many times in the 
changes in education, he says, 
directions shift but littl e record is 
kept about the reasoning behind the 
shifts, and policies drift away from 
effective practice. 

The work or Educational 
Leadership's new faculty members 
centers on evaluating the success 
of var ious mecha ni sms designed to 
raise student achievement. 

Assistant Professor Kath leen 
Scalise wants to improve learning 
and assessment in classrooms from 
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pre-K through graduate school. 
mostly through her research inc­
learning and dynamic delivery of 
content. Much of Scalise's data are 
collected from hiddon embedded 
assessments programmed into 
educational software, measuring 
every activity or interaction. 
Such data, she says, increase our 
understanding of learning patterns 
and trajectories and can lead to 
improved methods of assessment and 
instruction. Although technology is 
lowering the research barrier, Sca lise 
is carefu l to note that it will not 
replace good teachers. "My work is 
not to decouple human interactions. 
but to give teachers more lools in the 
classroom," she says. 

Leanne Kellerlin Geller, an 
assistant professor, says that one 
of the greatest tools you can give 
teachers and adm inistrators is access 
to good data. Such data, she says, 
come from tests that are appropriately 
constructed. Kelterlin Goller applies 
architectural principles of universal 
design standards to educational 
assossment-"a more theorelical 
approach to test development," she 
says, "where you consider a va riety of 
student needs from the beginning.'' 

Much of her work is 
in the re latively new and 
sometimes controversia l field of 
accom mod at ions. She stud ies, for 
example, whether or not a road-the­
question-out-loud option on math 
tests, such as lengthy story problems, 
helps students with poor reading 
skill s while not providing an unfair 
advantage. "ls it effective," she asks? 
"Mayhe, maybe not, wbich is why 
wo need to do the research before we 
spend our money and resources." 

Associate Professor Joe Slevens 
has been in Oregon for about a year 
but already is playing a critical 
role in the state's K-12 system. The 
U.S. Department of Education is 
choosing up to eight states to run 
pilot programs for the assessment and 
accountabi lity measures mandated by 

No Child Lert Behind. Oregon wasted 
no lime in applying, and Stevens 
is the state's primary technical 
consultanl. 

No Child Lert Behind has 
generated considerable controversy 
over its research methodology that 
compares the same ago group from 
one year to a different group the 
next year. For instance, th ird graders 
in 2005 aro compared with third 
graders in 2006 to measure progress. 
Stevens says the act's approach is 
a weak research model. He instead 
endorses n growth model that would 
track individual student progress, 
such as one that wou ld follow each 
child's educational achievement from 
one year to the next. Oregon has 
submitted a revised growth-model 
proposal to the redoral government. 

Paul Yovanoff, associate professor 
and senior research associate, has 
worked in the College or Education 
for more than a decade. His research 
emphasis is item-response theory. He 
is a point person for al l things relaled 
to contemporary measurement 
theory, psychometrics, and analytic 
procedures. He works, for example, 
with principal investigators from a 
varie ty of academic fields, helping lo 
develop empirica l data from groups 
of single-subject tesl results. • 
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NIH grants to help 
grow zebrafish 
database 

The quest to make the University 
of Oregon the world's central 
clearinghouse for all research data 
related to zebrafish has been boosted 
by two federal grants totaling more 
than $15 million. While small in 
size, zebra fish {Dania rerio) provide 
a big boost to biomedical science 
with a powerful model for studying 
al l ver tebrates, including humans. 

"A growing body of evidence 
has demonstrated that the 
orga n development of zebra fish 
is striki ngly similar to th at of 
humans at the tissue, cell, and 
molecular genetic levels," said 
biology professor Monte Westerfield, 
principal investigator for the UO on 
both grants. 

The largest award-a five-
yea r $14.4 million grant From the 
Nat ional Human Genome Research 
Institute of the National Institutes 
of Health-benefits some twenty-
five UO biologists and computer 
scientists and four researchers at the 
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Sanger Institute 
in the United 
Kingdom. The 
second granl. 
also from 
the NHGRl , 
provides 
$750,000 for 
the UO's role 
in a Stanford 
Un ivers ity- led 
consortiu m. 

The Sanger 
Institute began 
sequencing the 
zebra fish genome in 2001 . Un ivers ity 
of Oregon researchers are analyzing 
sequence data and published 
research from around the world for 
entry into the Zebrafish In format ion 
Network. The locally maintained 
database allows scientists anywhere 
to access data needed for research 
on gene function. 

As part of the Stanford-led effort , 
UO scientists will help develop 
new techniques for identifying 
animal models of human diseases. 
Other participating institut ions are 
Cambridge University in England; 
the Un iversi ty of California, 
Berkeley; the Mayo Clinic in 
Roches ter, Minnesota; the University 
of Rochester in New York; and the 
University of Victoria in British 
Columbia. Canada. 

The use ofzebrafish in research 
began in 1970 when Univers ity of 
Oregon biologist George Streisinger 
discovered that thei r transparent 
you ng can be observed and 
genetica lly manipulated. He later 
cloned a zebrafish, opening the 
way for the clon ing of vertebrates, 
and showed that the fish could be 
used to study the effects of genetic 
mutations on the nervous system of 
vertebrates. Researchers since have 
found that zebrafish can be used 
to model many human conditions, 
including neurodegenerative 
diseases. stroke, hypoxia, multiple 
sclerosis, and spinal cord injuries. • 

Mount St. Helens 
data will improve 
volcanic monitoring 
worldwide 

The more magma crystallizes, 
the hotter it gets and the more likely 
a volcano will erupt. University of 
Oregon geologist Katharine Cashman 
and two collaborators from the 
University of Bristol in the United 
Kingdom published the discovery 
in the journal Nature. The work, 
based on data collected at Mount St. 
Helens, will help monitor conditions 
at volcanoes around the world. 
The researchers showed that rapid 
crysta lli zation of magma within 
one to two kilometers of the su rface 
{about one-half to one mile) causes 
magma to heat up to as much as 
100 degrees Celsius (212 degrees 
Fahrenheit). 

For more information, see waddle. 
uoregon.edu/?id=583 
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NEWS AND PEOPLE OF THE UO 

UO amhropologisi Frances \'(lhice (left) and BBC cameraman Graham Macfarlane (center) pose for a group phot0 along wi1h Congolese 
friends and relatives of a local colleague. The group i.s standing in a dllage near the Maringa River, not far from the bonobo smdy si1e. 

J UNGLE L OVE 
Seven years ago, civil war in the Democratic Republic of the Congo ended Frances White's 
pioneering research on bonobo apes. A BBC camera crew filmed her return to the jungle 

last year, when she learned whether the animals had survived or perished in the onslaught. 

I TIS RAINING, AND UQ ASSISTANT PRO­

fessor of anthropology Frances White, 
two local guides, a local conservation 

biologist, three BBC filmmakers, and a 
mountain of cameras, camping gear, food, 
and spare engine parts are piled into four 
dugout canoc:s, motoring up the Maringa 
River in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Five days of chugging through the 
rain fo rest and they will reach the Lomako 
Forest, where White once ,;rud1ed hono­
bos, or pygmy chimparuees, an emlan­
gcred species believed to be humans' 
close.<,t relative. 

That was before 1998, when soldiers 
accuseJ Western primatolog1sts of spying 
and forced them out of the country; before 
the ensuing five-year war that killed more 
than three million people. Fighting spilled 
from the streets of Kinshasa to bonolx:is' 
habitat in the Jeprhs of the rainforest. 
The apes have li ved there for fi\'e million 
years, but would they survive the wad 

Desperate refugee:, throughout the country 
increa:,ingly ace "bush meat'' to survive. In 
Basankusu, the military village where the 
river trip began, White wept when she 
saw a quartered and smoked bonobo for 
sale. "It's not pri:ed meat," she says, "hut 
ir'smcm." 

White and company spend twelve 
hours per day on the water, stopping only 
when their outboard motor ..,putters and 
dies. As the b'llides replace spark pluh'S, the 
hugs cat everyone alive. The rain eventu­
ally give.-, way to unbearable heat. While 
the BBC camera crew idle~ away the hours 
filming colobus monkeys leaping through 
the canopy anJ tra<le~ gliding pa~t on rafb 
pilcJ with bicycles and bm,h meat, White 
contemplate~ the fate of her hclove<l 
honobos-anima ls which, in the course 
of her ficlJwork, she named and followed 
from their infancy to adulthOlx.J. 

Fascinated by their female-ruled com­
munities, she hegan studymg bonobos in 

1983. She watched how mothers cared fo r 
their infants, how they banded together 
ro keep rhe males in check, how, when 
high in the jungle canopy, "they would 
look down and throw fruit at me for fun," 
she says. O n one occ;1s inn, when White 
fou nd herself folling behind as she strug­
gled to fo llow a group moving through the 
tangled underbrush, "a fema le hackrracked 
ro look for me, a-; if I wa~ the lmt i<liot 
bonobo that was left behind," she says. 

O ne hchavior she has never ohserve<l 
is violence, which is common among 
bonobos' evolutionary C0lJ~ins lhc chim~ 
panzccs. While male-dominant chimptin­
zees will murder each other over food and 
terrirory, honolx>~ live in peace. Scienrists 
helievc that this peaceful existence is bro­
kered by females' power and brief sexual 
encounters between males and females, 
male~ and males, females and fema les, 
adu lts and yount:,rstcrs. 

Bonohos, but not chimpanzees, share 
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with humans a sequence of DNA associ­
ated wilh bonding. As if to prove their 
kinshir to humans, a bonobo tribe once 
watched White bathe in the river. "I was 
covered with soapy bubbles,'' ::.he says, 
"and they just sat there looking at me." 

Villagers living nearest to the 3,600-
sq uare-k ilome te r Lomako Forest arc 
ecstatic to sec White's canoe finally arrive. 
The locals know chat returning rcscarch­
CTh mean an influx of much-nec<le<l money 
for health care and education. They are 
her hoses and gu ides, am.l their coopera­
rion is crucial to conserving bonobos and 
their habitat. The BBC crew is pleased to 

sec the locals; they happil y pay porters to 
haul heaps of gear to the vi llage-a one­
hour walk on logs submerged in tsetse 
fly-infostcd swamps. 

Papa Bosco lkwa, the village elder, is 
wa it ing. The cameras roll a!, White enters 
a clearing anJ rakes a running leap into 
his arms. She's in tears again, re lieved to 
learn that Papa Bosco su rvived the war by 
hiding from soldiers in the rain fores t. And 
he'!! clutching broken bokombe stalks, one 
of bonobos' staple foods. 

Ir is mining the fo llowing J ay, and 
White hikes an hour into the fores t with 
six kx:al gu ide.-. and the BBC crew. "When 
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forest before sunrise. And there, high up 
in the canopy, she spots a female with an 
infant. She alerts the filmmakers and they 
point thei r cameras upward. White grabs 
her binoculars. She recognizes the mother; 
she was an adolescent the last time White 
had seen her. The camera pans to White 
as she hugs her gu ide and cries, "That's 
incredible! That's fantastic!" 

\X/hi te has received a grant from the 
National Science Foundation to return 
to the Lomako Forest aga in in June 2007. 
She's also recently learned that Noua, a 

& science program on PBS, has purchased 
,i the BBC's film footage and will likely ai r 
_ it in early 2007. 
i -MICHELET AYLOR, M.S. '03 

~-..... - J 
A femnle bonobo in Cogolese canopy 

you see broken branches, especia lly large 
broken branches, sta re check ing it out 
for a nest," she te lls them. They see no 
animals, but find more bokombe sta lks. 
They see no knuckle prints near a water­
ing ho le, but White thinks she hears a 
telltale whoo/), but she's not sure. They 
sit. They listen. They wait. Fad ing light 
forces them back to the vi ll age. 

White and company return to the rain 
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Tl-IE M ODEST O PTIMJST 

Rural eco11omist ·acts local' 
ill a global kind of way 

FROM HELPING IRAQI WHEAT FARMERS 
revive their devastated land to persuading 
Sumatran fish fanners to work together for 
the common good, rural economist Don 
Mickelwait '55, M.A. '61, has ded icated 
his li(e to the restoration of sustainable 
agricultural practices in war-torn and 
disaster-ravaged countries. "We try to take 
a problem and deve lop a local solution," 
he says. "We look at is.sues of competitive­
ness, what this region can best produce." 

On a recent tri p home to Oregon, 
the Eugene native brought his generous 
spirit and commitment to sustainability 
with him, designating the University of 
Oregon Libraries as the beneficiary of a 
$ 1.3 million charitable remainder uni­
trust. "I thought perhaps the ability of the 
sports teams to draw fu nding from alums 
was stronger than the li brary's draw, and 
that I could help in balancing that a bit," 
he says. 

Mickclwait credits his love of research 
and his persuasive abilicie:i-both essen­
tial to his career-to two facets of his time 
at O regon. The fir:sc was the debate club, 
which in his junior year made it to the 
nationals at West Point. "Debate forces 
you to think on your feet," he says. "It 
forces you to come up with ideai, quickly 
and draw conclusions. le was a tremen­
dous contribution to what was required in 
lacer li fe.'' The li brary was the backbone 
of this success. "Debate requires evidence, 
research, and a library, which I used a great 
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WHO SAYS THE PARTY'S OVER? 

For many of the over 13,000 employees at United 
Rentals, college was just a dress rehearsal for the real 
excitement that lay ahead. Your career starts with 
being part of a dynamic team who share not only 
different points of view and perspectives, but also 
the motivation and desire to shape an extraordinary 
career. So, if you are a leader and a forward thinking 
individual, become a member of North America's 
largest equipment rental company. 

C, united· 
.... Rentals 

YOUR FUTURE. BUILT BY UNITED RENTALS 
VISIT US @ CAREERS.UR.COM 

We're Looking For People 

.1ust like YOIJ.I 
Al U.S. Bank, we are looking for Five Star employees who are 
committed to responsive, respectful, prompt and helpful service. 
Our Five Star Service Guarantee means putting our customers' 
needs first. It means focusing on what our customers need to 
maximize their business or personal financial management. It is 
our promise to change forever what our customers expect from 
a financial institution. 

We recruit, select and retain qualified employees who represent 
all segments of the communities we serve and support. We 
cultivate a highly talented workforce by valuing people for who 
they are and what they can contribute. 

For details on opportunities with U.S. Bank, visit our web site at 
www.usbank.com/careers 

U.S. Bank Is an Equal Opportunity Employer, committed to 
creating a cu lturally diverse workforce. 

Career Transitions 

20,000 Reasons to 
Recruit at the UO 
Everything we read today speaks of the scarce 
employee job skills and impending labor shortage 
facing U.S . employers. As a graduate of the University of 
Oregon, you know that the best source of talent for your part­
time, summer, intern. or full-time needs can be found here in 
Eugene. Consider a few tantal izing facts: the average freshman 
high school GPA is 3.51; approximately 70 percent of incoming 
undergraduates are Oregon res idents. 25 percent come from the 
other forty-nine states, and 5 percent are international students 
from over eighty coun tries; 5 percent will study abroad any 
given academ ic year: 14 percent are students of color: the most 
popular major programs include art, archi tecture, business, 
education, the humanities, languages, journalism, and the 
socia l and natural sciences: many undergraduates join student 
organizations for affi liation and leadersh ip opportun ities: and 
89 percent wi ll be employed or attend graduate school w ithin 
six months of graduation. 



With more than 3,500 students graduati ng from Oregon each 
year, cager lo begin their careers (and pay off those student 
loans), the ability to locate excellent employees is at your 
fingertips with the new UO JobLi nk systcm~a perfect way 
for you to support your alma mater and provide opportun it ies 
for those follow ing in your footsteps. We invite you to take 
advantage of this free service to employers by follow ing the 
steps below: 

FollO\\ the EMPLOYERS link at the Career Center website. 
uocarecr.uoregon.edu. and se lect UO-JOBLINK 

Choose NEW TO UO-JOBLINK? REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT, 

fill out the one-page form. and submit 

A fter your e-mai l address is verified , you wi ll receive a 
message with your password (which you can change when 
you log back into the system) 

Fo llow again the EMPLOYERS l ink on the Career Center's 
webs ite and you w i ll now be able to manage your own 
account in UO-JobLink 

You may create new postings (ADD NEW) or retrieve 
prev ious (ARCHIVED) posti ngs by en tering date parameters 

So the next time you find yoursel f wringing your hands over 
where to find tomorrow's employees. look no further than the 
UO campus. In addition to offering you a solution that is both 
economical and practical. we can provide smart, enthusiastic, 
proacti ve. determined individuals adept at problem solving, 
communicat ing, and collaborating. We've go! O\.er 20.000 reasons 
for you to make the University of Oregon your one-stop shop . 
and we'd even be happy to find an interview room for you! 

Career Center 
220 Hendricks Hall 
1408 University St., Eugene, OR 97403 
T (541) 346-3235 • F (541) 346-6038 
uocareer.uoregon.edu 

Coming into focus!! 
Our team is dynamic, and we work in an em•ironment that is friendly yet 
professional. As a company ranked in 1he Fortune 200, HSBC Card Services 
has the st rength and resources to back you in a rewarding career. Plus, we are 
one of Oregon's 100 Best Places 10 Work. 

We have exciting job opportunities in the following fields: 
Marketing Risk • Finance 

• lmernet Marketing • Project Management • Operations Management 
• Technology • Customer Service • Collections 

We offer an impressive array of benefits - e\·erything from extensive paid 
training and medical /dental coverage to a discounted gym membership and the 
industry's leading 401(k). 

For more information on all available career opportunities, and to apply 
on line, please visi1 www.join hsbcusa.com and search by keyword or location 
(Beaverton. OR). 

HSBC ~ 
~- ---------------------' 

\1 ftl u11 ~ ~ "The pro am help' me find 
t and ~pen doors I didn't 
' h, I 

"-'., evf" know existed." 

)t .,.. -
I ' 

NATHAN LILLE GARD. O.M.8 A '06 PRESIOENT, f'WRAGENEX, UC 
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personal 

challenging 

experlentlal 

the Oregon M .B.A. 

LUNDQU IST COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
Unlnr1!1yo!Or•11on 

www.oregonmba.com • 54 I -346-3306 

The right fit. When 1l comes to your career, it can mean one 
that fits your personality, or maybe one that capitalizes on your 
talents or maximizes your skills. Or perhaps it's one that does all 
three--like a career as a Smith Barney Financial Advisor. 

We're lookmg for a diverse group of people from a range 
of backgrounds to join us in a firm that is people-focused, 
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deal," he says. "I was regularly into the 
non-catalogued government Jocument!i 
thar in ancient Jay:,, were held on shelves 
in the h,1.,cmcnt." 

lnJcc<l, research turned out to be key 
in Mickclwa1t\ career. After earning a 
ma..,ter of puhlic adm inistra tion at Har­
vard\ John F. Kennedy School of Gov­
ernment, he "rent thmy years as CEO of 
Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI), a 
rural redevelopment consulting company 
rhm earned government contracts in Asia 
and Ea-,tcrn Europe and which grew under 
his srcwarJship to 700 employees and 
gross annual revenues of $300 million. 
I le resigned from DA I m 20CX) to revive a 
dormant com.ulnng company, Experience 
lntcmationa\ , which docs the s.:imc sort of 
work from It', ha'JC m Bangkok. "It's a teeny 
company," he says, "and a lot more fun." 

In Iraq, he 1, cu rrently foc using on 
helping former. revive wheat producnon. 
Str:neg1es include rcachmg locab how to 
repair their own Lmctors and c.<-,tablishing 
n program that help.-, them clean and save 
their t)wn weJ fl,r planting. '11l1c prOf.,rram 
has a great porcnt1al m help security and 
srnhtl1ty," he \l"1ys. 

I Ii .<, work hail a lso recently taken him 
m Acch, a provi nce of Sumatra. Herc he 

M'iiiMWfff 

Dem Mickelu-au ouuide Kmghr Library 

found a less \·o lat ilc polmcal environ~ 
mcnt. "The r.-,unami .<,toppcJ the insur~ 
gcncy," he says. "The disaster led to a 
po li t ical hrcakthrough. The economy is 
p1ck111g up, and security t.-,sues are nor so 
strong." I lc's been workmg on sustainable 
aquaculrnrc 111 Acch, where, as he puts ir, 
"11wre are more and more people. and less 
and less ocean catch." Effic ienr fish funn~ 
ing requires large ponds, he says, and it's 
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been a challenge to persuade rhe fanners, 
who have one-half. to one-acre ponds, tO 

combine their resources. "These things 
go quickly from technical problems to 
human-resources problems," he explains. 
"You've got to ge t the buy~in. But we 
think it's possible." 

While back in Eugene recently, Mick• 
elw.1i r \\'<IS thrilled to get a personal rour of 
Knight Library, especia lly the geographic 
information syste111s (GIS) section in the 
Map and Aerial Photography Library. 01S 
is central to his work, he says. "Agriculture 
is defineJ hy its geographic and ecological 

l__ zone production capacity, and spatia l sys~ 
t rems that relate place to climate to water 
j to soi l type help define the art of the pos• 
~ sible. In almo:ir every major agricultura l 

or rural sector project, a G IS is required to 
show vi'-ually how intervenrions--deliber­
ate changes m the resource base-relate to 
increases in production and pr<Xluctiviry." 

Mickelwait's unrestricted gift is a hoon 
for the lihrary, say.-, Deborah Carver, Philip 
H. Knight De.1n of Libraries. "Keeping 
up with rechnological changes is almost 
overwhelmmg for libraries these days/' 
she says. "New darnhases and new tools 
come out all the time, and both profes~ 
sors and students expect us to h:we them. 
Hav ing this gift out in the future gives us 
the fl exi bility to meet the most press ing 
nee<ls of rhe time. As a researcher, Don 
has a deep appreciat ion for the value of 
li bra ries-firsthand and immediate. He's 
an extraordinary guy. His range of inter• 
csrs, his concerns about glohal issues, and 
his inrellecrual curiosity arc amazing." 

Mickelwair is modest about his achieve• 
mcnts. "A lot of things don't work," he says. 
"I'm an optimist, but tempered with under~ 
standing. When the sta rs are a ligned, 
there is good planning and government 
help. you can make good progress." 

- ROSEMARY CAMOZZI '96 

HOUSING 

THEY DON'T 
MAKE ' EM LlK E 

THEY U SED To 

New residence half combines living, 
learning, and lots more room. 

I MUST ADMIT TO A 1WINGE OF ENVY WHEN 
I walked into the dorm room shared by 
Scott Kit.:row and Ben Harvey. The two 
are sopho mo res, and fortunate soph o~ 
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mo res at t hat-they a rc among 387 
University of O regon students to land a 
spot in the new Living-Learn ing Center, 
the fi rst new dorm lO he buil t on campus 
since 1963. 

As Ki tzrow and Harvey showed me 
around, their faces aglow, I was struck by 
the contrast between their spacious room 
and rhc squa lid li t tle quarters I squeezed 
myse lf in ro back when I was a sophomore. 
T heir room is easily half again as big as the 
rooms I had. And brighter- their large, 
easc-foci ng wi ndow looked our onto a 
leafy expanse of oak trees. 

"Tl1is place is great," Ki tzrow enthused, 
sitting beneath an O regon Ducks hanner 
on the wall . " If people want to come in 
and watch T V or something, there's plen­
ty of :,pace fo r them." 

M'i/iM-Hinff 

T hings were n tdd d iffe rent b,.1ck in 
my day. E1•ery1hlnis just duck)' for swdems in chis room m the s/X1cious neui Lit1ing-l..eaming Cemer. 

I rcmcmhcr the tiny window and the 
whitewashed concrete wa lls of the Lilli • 
putian room I shared with a rota l :,,trangcr. 
(Wherever you 3re, Pmil , I only hope you 
outgrew th in annoying hab it of rapping 
your penci l on the back of your chair as 
the peppy 1.i tra ins of "Flashdancc" spilled 
out of your c;:i rphoncs. ) 

Mind you, rhi s was another rime and 
another place-the \me 1980s, ma certain 

large public uni ve rsity located in a n1ctro• 
po lirnn area on Puger Sound. 

The $30 mi lli0n Uving,LearningCcn• 
ter opened this fo ll , just acrm.s Ea~t 15th 
Avenue from I layw.:ird Field . It consists 
of two buildings of four sto ri es each and 
is part of a new genera tion of dormi torie1.i 
be ing built <Kross the coun try. The idea is 
to make <lonn living more hca r::1ble--even 

EUGEN E: UO Bookstore / Autzen Stadium / Valley River Center 
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pleasurable-and to ease the transition 
from high school to college li fe. 

The majority of the new dorm's rcs i• 
dents nre freshmen. Most of rhe ochers 
arc sophomores, like Ki tzrow and Har• 
vey. Each garnered a spot th ro ugh the 
UO's placement system, which weighs :1 
number of factors when nss igning rooms, 
including how ea rly the students fi le their 
applications. 

The rooms :u c larger-225 square fee t 
versus the I SO or so of older dorms. Ample 
overhead stornge complements the extra 
floor space, lending the rooms a feel ing 
o ( openness. The furni ture is modular, 
allowing students to arra nge their rooms 
in many different ways. 

Not everything has changed. Stro ll • 
ing through the north building during 
the first week of classes, I certainly recog• 
ni zc<l the place as a dorm. The halls lined 
with doors, the shared ba th rooms, the 
loud music cranking somewhere around 
a corner- all this was familia r. But the 
Living-Learning Center boasts ameni t ies 
I could only have dreamed of when I was 
an undergraduate, such as high-effi ciency 
washers and dryers on every 0oor, rather 
than clattering o ld equipment shoved 
down into a linty corner of the basement. 
Each room boasts cable television and 
wireless In ternet service. 

There me electrical outlets-many, 
many electrical outlets. When you have 
your television , your DVD playe r, your 
laptop, your refr igerato r, your Nin tendo 
GameCube, and your combination fax• 
printer•cop ier (" Ir's also a microwave 
oven," Harvey joked), you've got to be 
ab le to plug it all in . 

.l 
1 



I had an electric typewriter. 
The ground floors of the two building:, 

are nothing like Jorms of old. Each build­
ing fearurcs classroom space an ... l meeting 
rooms where students can interact with 
professors and fellow students in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Inviting little nooks let resi­
dents "sec and be seen," as Michael Ey.ster, 
UO's housing director, put it. A perfor­
mance hall in the south building ho.sts 
everything from academic programs total­
ent shows, and a grassy expanse between 
the two buildings tempts students to sit 
and chat on sunny days. 

All of it is meant to keep young !.tu­

dents from becoming alienated, from 
shutting themselves into their rcx)ms and 
locking their doors. 

"This whole place is designed to help 
kids make connections, to interact with 
other students," said Eyster, who tend:. to 

the neeJs of a record UO dorm population 
of almost 3,500 this year. "That's so impor­
tant, especially in the first year." 

Oh, and there's the fo:xl. One recent 
noontime I wandered into the center's 
new Dux Bistro. The eatery was p,ickeJ 
with animated young people sitting atop 
shiny new stools. Sun light streamed in 
through a wall of windows. 

Suddenly I was hit with a flashhack. I 
remembered the server in the windowless 
cafeteria of my okl dorm-that woman 
with the hai r net and the plastic gloves 
and the dour expression. She was slopping 
a spoonful of mush onto a tray the color 
of canned peas. 

1 shook the vision from my mind anJ 
concentrated on the decision at hand. 
Now then: broccoli and feta-cheese quiche 
or the hummus bagel sandwich? 

-MATT RAS~IUSSEN 

STUDENT LIFE 

A ND NOW .. 
H ELICO PTER P ARENTS 

Using the power to hover 
for good, not evil 

IT'S A GLOR IOUS AUTUMN ~K)\'E•IN OAY, 

and the resilience halls are teeming with 
new students and their parents unpack­
ing Jorm room necessities from minivam 
and SUVs. 

As the day winds down, it seems time 
for parents to heave a sigh of both relief 
and trepidation ru; they set their sruJents 
afloat like paper boats on the pond of 

independence. It seems time 
for a cutting of those apron 
strings, a time for that final 
pre-launch goodbye. 

But for some .:.tudents, there 
will be no final goodbye, as they 
retain an umbilical connection 
to their parenL~ via cell phones 
and e-mail. And these parent~ 
will be there for more than just, 
"Hev, Mom, send money." They 
will provide sometimes intrusive 
advocacy on everything 
from problem roommates 
rn grade challenges to 

jockeying for a spot in 
that popular primate 
anthropology course. 

Educators first recog­
ni:ed this "helicopter par­
ent'· phenomenon in the 
early I 990s as baby-boomer 
parents combined old-fash­
ioneJ parental concem with 
newfangled technology 
to hover over their 
children's lives. 
l11e:,e children, 
the genera­
tion known 

as millenials, arc accustomed 
to this son of involvem~nt. 
Accordmg rn rhe National 
Center for Education Sra­
tistics' •·The Condition of 
Education 2002,'' mi\len­
nials are charncrcrizeJ in 
part as "identifying with 
their p.irents' values 
anJ fee ling close to 
their parent:,." 

UO sophomore 
Jayme Monroe is 

one such millenni­
al. In high school, 
Monroe says, 
her mother was 
her best friend, 
and sh e and her father 

tended to bicker "because we 
are so alike.'' She even thought 
she might not leave home ro live 

on campus. Now, however. Mon-
roe has found balance. { 

"My mom is st ill one of ~ 
my best friends, hut 

I don't feel the ] 
need for her as ~ 

I did in high j 
sc hool. My GD 

"\V/e've been together for 61 years, and moving to Cascade Manor means we'll 

always sray together, no marrer what. \V/e're sti ll very active and this decision may 

seem premarure, bur it's nor. \X'e'II have more free time to travel , exercise, and enjoy 

act iviries wirh friends. We can also relax, knowing tha1 there's health care on campus, 

If one of us ever needs it, the other will always be close by." -fred nnd Joyce Andrews 

~ fi?aJca(/e 
~ MA.NOH 
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IEF 

BULLIS TO HEAD COLLEGE 
OF EDUCATION 
Michael Bullis, Ph.D. '83 , a nationally 
recognized authority on at-risk youth 
and vocational preparation of youth with 
disabilities, has been appointed to a two­
year fixed term as dean of the University 
of Oregon College of Education . Bullis , 
the Sommerville-Knight Professor of 
Special Education, studies the school­
to-community transition of adolescents 
with emotional and behavioral problems. 
A national search for a permanent dean 
will begin in spring 2007. 

FED FUNDS FOR FISH 
Two federal grants totaling more than 
$15 mi ll ion wi ll enhance the UO's 
position as the world's central clearing­
house for genetic information and other 
research data on zebrafish , an important 
biomedical research model species first 
cloned at the UO. One of the grants­
$14.4 million over five years-is from the 
National Human Genome Research In­
stitute of the National Institutes of Health 
and wi ll help support the research efforts 
of twenty-five UO biologists and com­
puter scientists. 

CONGRESS SUPPORTS UO 
BRAIN RESEARCH 
The UO's multidisciplinary Brain , Biology, 
and Machine Initiative wil l receive $2.5 
million as part of the federal Defense 
Department Appropriations Act of 2007. 
BBMI combines research from psychol­
ogy, molecular genetics, animal model 
systems, advanced computers, and 
magnetic resonance imaging to better 
understand how the human mind works . 
Funding secured by the Oregon congres­
sional delegation for the ini tiative in the 
past eight years is now at $18.8 mi llion . 

. .. AND NANO TOO 
The act also includes three separate 
awards totaling $5.8 million to be shared 
among Oregon Nanoscience and 
Microtechnologies Institute (ONAMI ) 
participants including the UO, OSU, 
PSU, and the Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory. One award ($2.3 million) 
covers third-year funding toward efforts 
geared at safer nanotechnology and 
materials used in the field. The UO has 
thirty-one scientists currently associated 
with ONAMI. Since fiscal 2005, Oregon's 
congressional delegation has landed 
$11 .8 million to go toward ONAMI projects. 

M%MWiff 
MUSIC 

JI GLE B ELL JAZZ 

UO jazz expert Carl Woideck's top 
ten list, just in time for the holidays 

WHEN OREGON QUARTERLY ASKED ME 
fo r a list of ten great jazz CDs, I had to 
consider what my focus would be. W hat 
fo llows is not a list of the best ten jazz 
CDs, nor my ten favor ites. Rather, it's a 
list I think might appeal to listeners who 
are interested in getting into jazz. It might 
also serve as a list of CDs that might make 
good gifts for such a person. 

Today's listene rs sometimes have a 
problem with early recordings because of 
the scratchy quality of the original discs, so 
I've limited my list to recordings that were 
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dad and I hardly bicker at all since I have 
been in college. We even call each other 
every once in a while ro check in and see 
how the other is doing," Monroe says. 

But Monroe has seen the pitfa lls. One 
of her fr iends "would ca ll her mom and 
dad every t ime she was writing a paper, 
read it to them over the phone, and have 
them give advice; then she would e-mail 
it to i:hem and have them ed it it." This, 
along with frequent calls home over "every 
little issue," had Monroe worried her fr iend 
would not fa re well on her own. 

T his powerfu l parent-child dyad has 
challenged colleges and universities. The 
University of Vermont has established 
"parent bouncers," students hired to fend 
off overly eager parents. And The Buffalo 
News reported that Colgate University has 
"preemptively sent parents of new students 
a letter emphasizing the va lue of letting 
thei r children learn from their mistakes." 

Laura Blake Jones , UO associate dean 
of students and d irector of the office of 
Student Life, says, "Colleges everywhere 
are seeing more parenta l invo lvement 
and they are having to change and devel­
op ways to appropriate ly involve those 
parents." 

made in the "high fide lity" era, about 1950 
and later. Sadly, th is means no Jelly Roll 
Morton, Bix Beiderbecke, and a host of 
others. In add ition, because many listen­
ers coming from the rock and pop world 
and are not used to the preponderance 
of instrumenta l pe rfo rmances fo und in 
jazz, I've included plenty of vocal CDs. 

Here's my list, in no particular order: 

1. Miles Davis: Kind of Blue. Everyone, 
regardless of taste in music, should own 
this! An all-star group (including John 
Coltrane, Cannonball Adderley, and Bill 
Evans) playing inspired music. This CD 
is on virtually everyone's list of "desert 
is land" discs. 
2. Nat "King" Cole: After Midnight: The 
Complete Session. Cole began his career 
as a jazz pianist, not a pop singer. In this 
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Blake Jones says even UO professors, 
used to dea ling only with students, are 
stunned at being contacted by parents. 

"And rather than [having them get] 
annoyed that parents are making contact," 
says Blake Jones, "we're trying to get the 
facu lty and staff to understand that [these 
parents] are coming from a place of fea r," 
fear that the educational investment in 
their children's futu re won't be protected 
and maximized. 

To add ress that fear, the UO has cho­
sen to implement programs that gently 
red irect parental involvement. 

"Parents appreciate having the appro­
priate language to communicate questions 
and concerns," says Ambe r Garrison , 
director of Family Programs and Com­
mencement. "We're saying, 'Here are some 
ways we can work together."' 

To start, Student Life's new student 
orientation includes sessions fo r parents 
covering such topics as "Holding O n and 
Letting Go (Parents Have a College Expe­
rience, Too!)" and "The Transition to Col­
lege: Theirs and Yours." 

T here is also the UO Parents Asso­
ciation; benefits include a monthly elec­
tronic newsletter and direct contact with 



superb CD, he combines his two talents 
and is joined by an all-s tar group of jazz 
instrumentalists. 
3. Duke Ellington: The Far East Suite. 
In the 1960s , Ell ington and h is band 
toured the Midd le East and Japan. He let 
the sights and sounds that he had experi­
enced steep for a while, and then gradually 
wrote the gorgeous music on this album. 
4. Diana Krall: All for You: A Dedica­
tion to the Nat Cole Trio. There are so 
many young would-be jazz singers today, 
but most fa ll short of the earlier vocal mas­
ters. Kra ll is not perfect, but she's musi­
cianly (she plays the piano) and phrases 
her melodies like an instrumentalist. 
5. Bill Evans: Waltz for Debby. In 
this live reco rding (1961) , the rap ­
port among Evans, bassist Scott LaFaro, 
and dru mmer Paul Motian is stunning. 

6. Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong: 
Ella and Louis. Ella's voice is clear, Louis's 
is raspy. No matter, this is a great collabo­
ration between opposites. 
7. John Coltrane: My Favorite Things. 
This recording by his 1960 quartet is a 
good place to start exploring "Trane." The 
title song is by turns catchy, hypnotic, and 
intense. 
8. Sarah Vaughan: No Count Sarah. 
This features her gorgeous voice in the 
middle of Count Basie's big band. 
9. Stan Getz and Joao Gilberto: Getz/ 
Gilberto. This is a big favorite of commit­
ted jazz fans and novices alike. Joao G il­
berto is bossa nova's mos t influential 
singe r. Antonio Carlos Jobim ( who plays 
piano here) is bossa nova's most important 
composer 
10. Miles Davis: My Funny Valentine. 

0 0 

N 
COUNT* 
SARAH 

Most of the pieces on this live record ­
ing (1 964) of Davis's quinte t (fea turing 
Herbie Hancock) are lyrical in nature , 
although some gradually deve lop into 
o ther moods. The members of the 
group display an uncanny rapport bor­
dering on telepathi c communication. 

Carl Woideck is an instructor of jazz, rock, 
and blues music history at the UO, where 
he began teaching in 1982. A professional 
saxophonist and longtime jazz radio broad­
cas ter, he is author of harlie Parker: 
His Music and Life (University of Michi­
gan Press) as well as author and editor of 
The John Coltrane Compani on and 
The C harlie Parker Companion (both 
Schirmer Books) . He has written com/)act 
disk liner notes extensively for the Verve, 
Blue Note, Mosaic, and Pres tige labels. 
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the Family Programs d irector. 
"Parents have ca lled already-Just 

having someone to concacc, co a,;k, 'How 
can I coach my student tO handle th is~• 
cmd just ro see if they're handling a situ­
ation appropriately seems w help," says 
Garrison. 

This is rhe idea-to establish one 
place where parents can get information 
and regi-,cc r concerns without being J i:,­
ruptive. 

When they are disruptive, parents risk 
hecoming "black hawk parents," moving 
heyond involvement to unreasonable 
dema nds a nd unethica l tac tics , under­
mining their ::,,tudent's ability to fu nction 
independently. 

But, says Blake Jones, "It's rea lly rare 
rhat I see a student who can't make rheir 
own decis ions. And even rhe ex treme 
p<•rents haven't gotten any worse; it 's th.it 
the norma l parents are just much more 
involved." 

For dw Univen;ir y, the hope b arounJ 
education-perhaps as much for parents 
as fi>r ~t udent:-i. 

''Ulumarely, we want them to be more 
anJ more indt:pt:ndent with each passing 
year," say:- Blake Jones. 

- IJOBRIE WILLIS SoEBY, M.A. '01 
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H%\UW!H 

PROFILE 
DEBORAH HURTT 

0.)~IBINING NEW WAYS OF THINKING 
about build ings, mater ials, and 
designs, some of the world's best 
mind~ constantly push architecture 
into unexplored territory. To expose 
students to the late~t trends in this 
ffi:)c,changing world, Deborah Hurrt 
of the UO arc history department 
created a class speciall y focused on 
the best of the best in rhe field: win, 
ners of the Pritzker Prize, considered 
by many to be architecture's Nobel 
Prize. 

.5 Thom Mayne won rhe Pritzker 
j Pri:c in 2004 for his design of the 

Debonih Hum !II new Eugene coimhou.se new fcJcral courthouse in Eugene, 
a gleaming stainless steel sculpture 

(see photo) char has dramatically changed the city's architectural landscape. 
When Hurtt learned Mayne was coming to Eugene for the courthouse's grand 
opening in December, ,he knew she had a once-in,a-l ifctime opportunity for her 
~tudencs. ''l11is is huge,'' she saiJ. "Having a Pritzker prize winner here in Eugene 
is just mind hlowing." She immediately began making plans to bring Mayne to 
her classrcx>m and, if all works out, to guide students on a tour of the building 
during its opening weekend. 

Hurtt says rhc experience will bring Mayne's work to life for srudents, giv ing 
chem an opporruniry not only t0 study a remarkahle structure-see it up close, 
walk through it, sketch it. observe how people interact with it-bur also to talk 
directly with it~ Jesigner. 

After a succes...,ful career as a marketing manager for top East Coast architec­
ture firms, where she saw the day-ro,Jay side of the busine&, Hurtt realized she 
was for more interested in the function and symbolic meaning in buildings than 
in the mechanics of their design. She headed to graduate :;chool to pursue this 
passion for architectural history. 

11uough her cl~, ~ru<lcnts come tO grasp rhe pulse of modern architecture 
and undcrst;.md its developing trends. I lo\\'ever, she hopes chat they will leave 
her class having learned le:-SOm that go heyond the designs of the buildings. 

"I want rn help -.n1dcnts understand whar architecture means and how it 
influences how we cxrerience life," saiJ Hurtt. 

ame: Dch.m1h Hum 
Education: B.A. degree mart hhtory from Williams College. Ph.D. and M.A. 
degree:-. 1n architectural hi5tory from rhc University of Virginia. 
Teaching Experience: Undergraduate anJ gmdua[c courses in architecture rmd 
art h1srory. 
Accolades: I lonored with numerous grams anJ fellow-.h1p:-.. 
Off Campus: I lurtt cnJoys hikmg, ,kiing, mu"ic, anJ mweling to new places. 
Last \\lord: "If we look at history, we sec that rhe pulse o( architecture has 
changed with rhc pu l<ie of hhtory. I wanr my students to come to undcn;tand 
h{m· arch1tccrurc came to :-rand for idea,.'' 

- WI IITNEY MALKIN 
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IDLE TH lNKING 

New ideas are making diesel trucks 
nm cheaper, cleaner. 

SHARON BANKS'89, PICKING AT A SALAD 
on a searing Aubrust ciftcmoon, wears 
a dark suit and stylish shoe!-. In her 

digital camera are photographs taken with 
Oregon governor Ted Kulongoski. In her 
brain bounce so many numbers trailed by 
"mill ions" an<l "mt:b>atons" that the figur~ 
blur like the wave; ofheac an<l exh,1ust ris­
ing above acr~ of asphalt outside. 

At first glance, Bank:; isn't much like 
the denim-and-sneakers crowd at the 
Truck-N-T ravel's <liner in Coburg. Maybe 
the t ruckers around her might assume 
someone dressed like Bank:; and talking 
about transfonning the trucking industry 
could only mean bad news for them. 

As if sky- high diesel prices, increasing 
reb1t1lations, clotting conb>estion, and slender 
margins weren 't squeezing them enough , 
right? Well, that's what Banks rhinks, roo, 
so the granddaughter of a trucker and step, 
mother of another is doing something. 

Banks is a rare breed: heart of a truck­
er, soul of an environmentalist, mind of 
an accountant, handshake of a po litician, 
resume of a career bureaucrat-and now, 
business card of a C EO as founder of Cas-­
caJ e S ierra Solut ions. The new Coburg­
based nonprofit company is Je\"oted to 
trimming dangerous diesel pollution while 
helping truckers earn their livin~. 

Banks crafted a way to bring the newest 
fuel -saving technologies to truckers with 
simpler delivery of government low-inter­
est loans, tax credits, and grant!>. 

By ea rly next Jecm.le, Banks expects to 
outfir a third of the 100,CXX) tnicks a lready 
plying Intersta te 5 with aux ili.uy rower 
units. These units allow truckers w run 
their heaters, air conditioners, and appli­
ances wh ile stopped , ending the need ro 
idle thirsty mnin engines. Her program abo 
makes it easy fo r truckers to adopt other 
dicscl-snving devices and prnctices advo­
cated in the fe<lcrn l Sm.:irtWay pn)f.,"11ltn . 

The improvements, she e!:tti nrn tes, 
will cut fuel consumption 25 percent per 
truck, saving 150 million ga llons a year. 
Fuel savi ngs cou ld filter $450 million 
through rruckcr,' hank accou nL'i anJ mco 
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\'<'ill Sharon Banks sa,,e West Coas1 truckers half a b1/lio11 dollars in annual fue.1 costs! 

local economies while reducing emissions 
implicated in cancer, asthma, global wam1-
ing, and smog. 

A typical trucker mighl :-. lam the brakes 
at a $ I 6,000 cab for a complete upgrade. 
Bul with a loan c.hrough Cascade Sierra 
Solutions, that trucker would easily cover 
mo nthly loan payments of $350 with 
$ 1,250 in fuel savings. 

Starting in 2007, Banks will bring her 
message co the finit of eight planneJ show­
rooms near truck stops in the th ree West 
Coast sta tes. The sites will include Port­
land , Coburg, and Medford. 

Bob Russell , presiJen, ofOrC{,,on Truck­
ing Associations, ca lls Banks a "bridge" 
between his industry and govcmment regu­
lators. ''We think what Sharon is doing is 
absolutely wonderful." 

"The way that Sharon is packaging 
it and marketing 1t i.., a way rlrnt trucker., 
respond to," says Kevin Downing of the 
O regon Department of Environmental 
Qualic.y's C lean Diesel Program. "We're 
expecting great th.in~~ from th.:ir effort." 

Those great th.1111-,,s hebi,m m 2004, when 
Banb created the Everylxxly Wins proi:.,,ram 
at Lane Regional Air Protection Agency 
(LRAPA), where she refineJ her strmegy 
while lowering fuel u:,e for 350 trucks. 

Die:sel i!:t a better power source hut worse 
polluter Lhan other fo\:iil fuels, a lthough 
new tcchnok>&')' anJ regulauon .. , are hritlg­
ing the gap. Exposure to th~I toxins cmts 

Oregonians more than $2 billion a year 
in health care and lost work, c1ccorJing to 
Downing. 

Yet tnick drivers he lp c:irry 90 percent 
of goods to markeL, wh ich is why Banks 
call:-. them "the wheels that nrnke our 
economy go 

''That's why the truckers love her, 
hccause :ihe make5 them part of the :iO lu­
tion rather than the cause of the problem," 
saklJon Gu:itafson ofO.mst Tn.tnsit Refrig­
eration. 

Long-haul driver Jay Rohrer, who s..1 ves 
about $ I ,(XX) a month after upgradi ng his 
truck, says, "Sharon and her program have 
been a go<lscnd to us." 

Banks graduaccU fro m h igh schoo l 
without <l cmccr phm, hut a job at a how;-
1ng agency sparked .:in interest in puhlic 
finance. Later, armed with an accounting 
degree from Lhe Univcf",ity, Bnnks mastered 
imncacic~ of govcmmcru fimmcing, :itmtc­
gics of writing gmnt:i, and finer rxiints of mr 
4m1li ry in seventeen ycan-. at LRAPA. 

Banks b a major in the O regon Nmion­
al Gua rU and has heen a trnnsporracion 
officer since 1992, when :-.he completed 
the U.S. Army's Transportation School 
111 Virg111ia. In the Ince 1990:,, she was in 
chf!rge of a trnnsportation and ~upply unit, 
including many soldicn-. who were lruckers 
in c ivilian li fe. She now com 1m111ds so l~ 
diers and suprx1n s1aff at Lhc Ouard 'i; Joinl 
Forces I le;1Jquarters in a lem. 
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HONORS BESTOWED 
Each year the UO presents a number or 
awards to outstanding individuals. The 
2006 recipients are: 
Presidential Medal {for long-standing 
and extraordinary support to higher edu­
cation): Jordan Schnrtzer '73 and Mary 
'46 and Richard Solan. Alumni Assoc ia­
tion Award (for extraordinary distinction 
in professional or personal endeavors): 
John "Roger" Engemann '64 and Dana 
Wade '93. Distinguished Service 
Award (for contributions to the cultural 
development of Oregon and society as a 
whole) : Phyllis D. Barkhurst, John Brom­
baugh, and Jack McGowan. Wayne T. 
Westling Award for University Leader­
ship and Service (for outstanding and 
long-term leadership and service by a 
faculty or staff member): Professor of Art 
History and Classics Jeffrey M. Hurwit. 

BOWLING WITH THE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
There's only one official way to travel 
to a bowl game- with the Alumni As­
soc,atton. Expenence first-class events, 
superior accommodations, and exclusive 
opportunities to mingle with fellow alum­
ni. Check out uoalumni.com for details or 
call (877) 373-7377 lo reserve your spot. 

UO SEASON'S GREETINGS 
High quality, reasonably priced UO 
holiday cards send the perfect holiday 
greeting while showing your Duck pride. 
Go to uoalumni.com for details. 

DEDUCKT IT! 
Dues-paying UOAA members receive 
many benefits including career and men­
toring opportunities, an annual twenty 
percent discount at the UO Bookstore 
(can be used online), and a guarantee to 
receive all four Oregon Quarterly issues 
for the year. A membership also sup­
ports scholarships and programming for 
current students. Eighty percent of your 
membership dues are tax deductible. So 
as the year wraps up, don't hesitate to 
log on to uoalumni.com, get your mem­
bership- and a tax OeDUCKtion. 

ALUMNI EVENTS 
2007 has some great alumni events in 
store. There's the President's Reception 
m D.C. in Apnl , Ducks on the Beach in 
Hawaii in February, the Class of 1957 
50th Reunion in May, and the annual Hol­
iday Music Fest in Portland in December. 
Check out the details at uoalumni.com. 

Gu':ttaf<;()n ~ays Banks has a trucker's 
ten.1ciry. "She will nor he ~toppt...>J hy peo­
ple wl~o are Jouhtef"I, who Jo not un<ler­
swnd. 

"If there's anyone who can make it 
work, 1t\ Sharon," ~ayi, Diane Turchetta of 
rhe FeJeral I lighway Adm1 111stration. 

For Banb, the right thing is nnprov­
mg tod,1y\ trucb whi le pll',hing cnwarJ a 
future fleet rowen..--J by hybrid engmcs anJ 
hio<l,cscl, their emb~ion-, as clean a~ the 
air, anJ their electrical appl iance. whirnng 
hcn~ath truck-top ~Jl..lr panel~; . 

It 1s great fun, ..,he :-ay:-. il 1s what I 
Wa!! horn ro ,1 l. ·• 

-ERIC ArALATIGLll '89 

R OCK OF AGES 

Joa11 \\"o~mak unearths an 
/:.aster Island mystery. 

Ll>,,:E Tl IE POLYNESIANS WI 10 ORIGINALLY 

sen led Easter lslanJ in 500 A.D., narive 
l'>ianJcr A lf<mso Rapu and arch,1eologi.st 
Joan Wom,ak, HA. '70, M.A. '95, Ph.D. 
'03, move nx:k anJ earth tn plant mani<X'. 
,md tarl). Like the clans who carved the 
1 ... l:.mJ\ famous statue~, tl1cy huild wallc<l 
ga rden!! rn grnw y.im..,. A nd while tht.:y 
toil under a hlazing sun, Wo:niak records 
the inJ igcnou:; names of every plant thal 
Alforn;o can remember. Btu the eldt.:r, now 
sixty-duce, wi'-hes their collahoration h,1d 
starred thirty yems cigo. He adm it~ that 
much of wh,1r his father ,md granJfother 
taught h11n has ~lippcJ away. 

Rapa Nui , the bland\ 1nJ1&-cnou.-, name, 
ism the middle of nowhere. It lit.:.., 2.500 
mile:; we,t of h1le, i{!> govern ing cuunrry. 
Ahout fou r thousand people cu rrently 
inhabit the ishmd. 

When Jacoh Roggevecn happened 
upon Rapa Nui on E.-1!!ter Sundar m 1722, 
he ca lled It Ea!-ter Island and Jispatched 
h i.s men to find food. They returned with 
tales of "erected stone 1magei> ... which 
were fully rhirry feet high and thick in 
prnpon ion.·• Jame., Cook was also struck 
hy the moa, wht.:n he replen1~hed his food 
supply there in 1774, a:- was the Comte 
Jc L-1 Perou-.c, whn explort.:J the i::, lanJ's 
northwest co.n-r a few ye;in. later. 

Rara Nui\ mr11..lem-Jay explorer., sur­
m1:-.e that the I ,(XX) moo, <.eaccereJ around 
the ,.,bnd were crafted between ICXX) and 
1500 A.D. to honor ancestra l spiriL". The 
bland',., un.,oln-J tn\'!!tery ha:,; hcen how the 
isl,mder.-. carved, tran~portcd. anJ erected 
the rwcnry-hm basalt "t<.Jrtle!-; whi le su-,rnm­
mg an agrarian -;ociety on Jll'it sixty-six 
square mile:-. of winJy gr.)s...lands peppereJ 

Joan \X,'o~niak on Eam."T /slllnd 

with volcanic rock, without trees, rivers, 
or streams. 

"From the ships' supply lob,s, we know 
chc islanJers gave European explorer~ 
taro, i.weet potatoes, yams, sugar cane, anJ 
banana:-," ... ays Wo:111ak. "When I began 
my n.~c1rch, I .saw no ohviOlb evidence of 
agricultural fie lJs, only rocks." 

Wo:n rnk hegan scuJying Rapa ui 
agricultu re in I 993. A~ a Spanbh-speaking 
graJuate student with an M.A. in biolOf.,ry 
anJ a decade of n.~arch under her belt, ..,he 
workeJ fo r four momhs with Earrhwatch 
volunteers and local archaeologists to 
identify prehist~)ric agnculrural sites along 
the island'~ norrh weM coa~t. "A ncient 
gardeners planted in collapseJ lava tubes, 
which collected soil rmJ rainwater," she 
says. "They also con~tntcted circular rock 
brarden:,, called manavai, to retain moisture 
and pmtt.-ct plants from the winds.'' But she 
knew theSt:: ~tnicturc.., were too small to sus­
tain large communine~. She needed more 
rnne to find evidence of rrehbtoric fanns. 

After earning her M.A. m amhropol­
ogy, Wo:rnak enrolled in the UO's Ph.D. 
program, applied for anJ received a Ful­
bright holan.h1p, and returned to Rapa 
Nui for a year. She h1keJ back and forth 
o\'cr rocky field:, adjacent to prehistoric 
home ... and 1mmavai hunting for signs of 



fann land. \Vhen she couldn't find whm :;he 
was looking for, she revisited Li Peruuse's 
account of Easte r lsl.:ind. ''We were both 
on the northwest coast, about 2 l5 years 
apart," she expbim. La Perouse described 
eighteenth-century people u::.ing rocks in 
their gardens, she says, but archaeologbts 
had never connected hb observat ions with 
the small rocks strewn across the island. 

Wozniak suspected that the rocks were 
somehow related ro prehistoric agricul­
ture after interviewing local elders. T hey 
learned to use rocks as mulch from their 
fathers and uncles, :;he says. Bur unfor­
tunmely, they d idn't know where their 
ancestors' fields might have been. The 
ciders explained that the Chilean govern­
ment was an oppressive colonial ix>wer that 
prohibited the people from leaving the city 
limits from the late 1800s co the mid-1960:;. 
"Few were allowed to tra\'el to other p,1 rrs 
of the island, except to fish, and then only 
by special pennission." 

Excavat ing near a rocky area to deter­
mine soil composition , she discovered 
materia l similar to what she found in the 
manavai: soil seemingly fertilized with 
ashes and seashells. Using her background 
in experimental biology, she analyzed soi l 
samples and confirmed that she unearthed 
the farmlands that sustained prehistoric 
cultures. 

"Joan is a gre.it fie ldworker, one of the 
best," says UO anthropology professor Bil l 
Ayres, who studies ancient Rapa Nui settle­
ments. "She has contributed significantly 
to solv ing some of the major questions 
about the is land." 

Wozn iak has turned her attent ion 
from unearth ing prehistoric farmlands to 
safeguarding future farmers. Traditional 
crops are disappearing because many fann­
ers import Chilean and Tahi tian sce<ls and 
grow crops the hote ls and restaurants buy 
to serve tourists' palates. Large•scale agri• 
culrure is diminishing because many young 
islamlers want better-paying jobs serving 
tourists. 11,cy have little time fnror interest 
in fa rming. l11cydon't know rhc Rapa Nui 
names of their crops or how to grow them. 
But with help from Alfonso anJ other 
elJers, Wozniak is working to pre:icrve the 
knowledge of old agricultura l practice:; by 
creating a handbook ( in Spanish and the 
native language) describing traditiona l gar­
dening pract1c~. She's also building a web­
page that will feature the elders de~rihing 
traditional crops anJ growing techniques. 
And so, after she anJ Alfonso harvest the 
SL"a:)()n's manioc, taro, anJ yams, their work 
i~ not yet done. 

-MK' l lELE TAYLOR, M.S. '03 
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THE PROBLEM SOLVER 

Physicist a11swers many questions 
with his urge to innovate. 

H AL AU.F.S, PH.D. '72, ADMITS I !E'S A NIGi rr 
owl. Throughout most of his adul t life, 
his evenings followed a pattern: After his 
fomi ly retired, he'd head for the hasemcnt. 
And for just whm Jid he leave che side 
of Par, his wife now for thirty-nine ycarsf 
"She's be jealous if it were a woman," he 
:mys with a smile. 

In his unde rground workshop, Alles 
(pronounced "Alice") is accompanied 
on ly by hb drive and a simple philosophy: 
identify the prohlcm and work ir until you 
find an acccprnblc solu tion, even if that 
me;.rns tinkering into the dead of night. 
He pu.':>hcs himself hard , even when "it 
may seem hopelcs:.." 

But completing projects is what he 
does- many times in <,pcctacular fash­
ion. Thal's why a CEO who graduated 
from O n.:g1..m with a Ph.D. in rhc not par­
ticul..1rly fla&hy subject of solid state phys• 
ics can we~ivc name~ like Atari, Tron and 
I l.1 II and O;ire:- inro hi:,; rCst11nC. I Ii~ larc::.r 
projcc t- 1 lomc Comfort Zones (I !CZ), a 
Bcaverton•hr.!adquarterr.!d company with 
twcnt y, thrce employees-uses software 
,md pncunrntic dampers he designed to 
heat homes' individual moms to va rying 
temperatures and sc1vc on energy bill::.. 
HCZ's system was recendy vored the 
"Cooles t Product" at a prestigious trade 
show by 5,000 industry profossion:.1 ls. 

Alles has always been a "projcc1 guy." 
As a kid growing up on a form near Gree­
ley, ColornJo, ''I was probably ahout eight 
years olJ when I first used an arc welder," 
he says. I le won h is eighth-grade science 
fair with a wnrking nwJd of the solar sys• 
tem and repaireJ radios for cash in high 
school. 

After graduating from Case Western 
Reserve University, Alles enrolled at the 
UO and teamed up with a fellow grad 
student to create a nd patent Audiovi­
sion, ;l shoebox-si:ed device that turned 
sound into a light show. Ir was ricked up 
by game giant Arnri, but sa le:; d idn't rnke 
off. "It actually turned out to be quite a 
party pooper," he reca lls. "People watching 
it were so mesmerized, the party just died. 
That's probably why it never sold.'' 

But not all of Alles' day::, at the UO 
were spent hudd led O\'er prototypes and 
blueprints. He and Pat renovated a house 
off River Road (wherein, naturally, he 
removed rhe furnace and replaced it with 
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l lal Alles in from of some of his hannonograt,hs, imtruments which, like 
Alles hnnself, appl)· the laws of 1,hysics in rhe process of cremion. 

electrical heating) and made Duck foot• 
ball a big part of each autumn. 

Google "Hal Alles" and you'll find 
hundreds of reference:;, hut none as 
intriguing a:-. the ones concerning a post­
graduation project at Bell Lahs. Working 
on digiral proces.sing solutions for phone 
:-.y:-tems, Alie:. ph1yed with programming 
audil) rone!'.t. "And somel""K.x!y came by and 
!laid, 'You know, that',:,; the mo:::.t advanced 
comruter-generated music :-.y~tem there b.' 
So I started m think al""K.)ut the prohlem: 
\Vhat would go mro the world'::, hcst syn­
thesizer?" 

Thar led to the Synergy, one of the 
first-<md hy for the most commercia lly 
practical-!,ymhcsi:ers to U!!C all.Jig ical 
computer controb. Unlike Audiovision, 
the Synergy found a niche. It was used to 
create the !!Otll1dtrnck for the successful 
Disney film Tron, and in record ing studios 
with groups like Hall am! Oates. (Remem­
ber that groovy tinkly sound on rhe hit ''I 
Can't Go For That"?) 

Since leaving Bell, Alles has started 
three companies from scratch. The first, 
Silicon Design Lahs, was bought by Men­
tor Graphics. The second, a software firm 
named Gencdax, was a "classic crash and 
burn" high•tech tragedy. "There is an 
adage about software companies," he says. 
"When you hit the wall, there's never any 
sk id marks." 

Home Comfort Zones isn't in danger 
of going up in flames. Though the com­
pany is only three yea rs old. it was a hit 
at this year's Pacific Coast Builders Con­
ference and Tradesh.ow, and entered the 
Cali forn ia market chis summer. "It's cer­
tainly the most rewarding thing l\·e ever 
done,'' Alles says. 

The idea behind the company starred 
in 1990, when Al les had to install fou r 
furnaces and three <lir conditioners to ger 
even heating in his new home. A light 
went on: This is a problem. The solution 
involved Alb' trademark multidisciplinary 
approach, a combin;.1tion ofhardwarl,.__and 
software, mechanics ,md electronics, and it 
rx1i<l off. Home 0.)mforc Zones now insrnlls 
ir.s proprietary heating-woling technolo&,,y 
into new and exbting homes. 

A lles' own ho me is brimming with 
projects fulfi lled. His passion is building 
harmonographs, mass ive pendulums that 
incorporate pens and pads to create gor• 
geous, Spirogrnph- li ke drawings. He has 
one of the 300 or so Synergy::, left in cxis• 
tence and an antique radio c.1 binet he has 
mo<lified so that the knobs tune into an 
FM signal of a tape recording of old-time 
radio shows. 

Of course, when Alles wants to hear 
the soundtrack of his own innovat ion, all 
he has co do is toss on a little Hall and 
Oates. 

- MATT WILLIAMS '96 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Quite a lot, actually 

HI. BING BINGHAM HERE. 

I was attending a writing seminar 
when I first heard of UO history professor 
emeritus &!win "Bing" Binghmn. A young 
woman had <liscovere<l l was an author and 
freelance writer and she asked, "Are you 
any relation to Bing Bingham, the author 
in Eugene?'' 

"I don't think so," I said, "does he look 
like me?" 



"Not reall y, he's got the same blue 
eyes," she said, "bm he has more hair." 

"Uh ... OK," I sa id. 
Bing Bingham [him, not me! retired 

from teaching history m the UO in 1982. 
His nickname "Bing" first surfaced when 
his grandmother called him "Bing Boy." 
As a youngs ter, the future professor 
Bingham was referred to as "Little Bing" 
and his father, "Big Bing." Just as yours 
truly [me, not him} listened for rhc dinner 
ca ll " Little Bing," rather than my father's 
"Big Bing." 

Edwin Bingham focused on history as 
a topic of study at UCLA. After gradu..lt• 
ing with an M.A ., he was hired in 1949 as 
a teaching assistant at O regon. 

"I remember driving all night from 
San Francisco :md arriving at J awn," he 
says, "I found [Eugen.cl a heauriful place." 
A place that grew in his heart, a place he 
never left. 

In those da ys, Edwin Bingham was an 
ambitious young scholar. He returned to 
UCLA for his Ph.D. in 195 1 and focused 
hb UO teaching and research intere:sts on 
American culrurnl and Pacific Northwest 
history. He found great joy working with 
stu<lent:s. According to Springfield city 
attorney Dave Logan '63, "[Bingham was 
an] abso lutely approachable and friendly 
guy with a highl y deve loped sense of 
humor." 

C larno rancher Jon Bowerman '66 
te lls this story: When he first arrived at 
rhe UO, some older students "showed me 
two lists. The first was or professon; co he 
avoided at all costs. The second w;1s or 
professors to be sought after, if at all JX>S• 

sible. Professor Bingham's name was on 
the second I ist. '' 

Part of his reputation was eamed in his 
Mountain Man lectures, a heavily attcnJ­
ecl se ri es in which Bingham recounted 
the exploits of these backwoods explor• 
ers and fur traders. A memorable class 
moment-and a jarring awakening for 
any dozing student-would be hisearsplir• 
tingcryof"WAG H!!!" a Mountain Man's 
signature exclamation indicating admira• 
tion or su rprise. His personalized license 
plates-WAGH-added to his celebrity 
around campus. 

For some, Bingham's lectures were 
amusing and exciting; fo r others they were 
life-changing. Stephen Dow Beckham '64, 
now Dr. Robert B. Pamplin Jr. Professor of 
History at Lewis and Clark College, credit:s 
Bingham with being a mentor and friend: 
"[He] rescued me from the dilemma of the 
undergraduate who had trouble deciding 
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what to d,) with life." Beckham had been 
working on a degree in hiology. The tr.ms• 
formation came during ,in off•campus 
honors college class at Bingham's home. 
This course, which introduced Beckham 
to the ideas of many top authorities on 
the Americ,m West, fired his imagination 
and set him on a career path. Today he'::; 
become one of those inspiring authors, 
internationally recognized in the field of 
Northwest history tlnd folklore, and the 
author or editor of ch1rrcen books. 

1 lighlights of Bingham's own career 
include !:>Crving as a Fulhriglu scholar 
and writing Clwrles F. Lummis: Editor of 
the Sowlnuest, a portrait of an important 
character in western literary history. First 
puhlbhed in 1955, the book was rcis.5ued 
in May hy The Huntington Librnry Press. 
In addit ion , he published a hiography of 
famed Northwestemcr C. E. S. Wood 
~111d edited California Gold, Nonhwes1 
Perspectit•es, American Frontier, Fronrier 
Experience, and Fur Trade in the West. At 
retirement in 1982, he was given the title 
prufc&.or emeritus. 

After lhac, he spread hi~ passion for 
hbrory to aud iences around the state 
while traveling as a Chautauqua Scholar 
for the Oregon Council for the I lumani­
rie~. Over the decades of teaching ..ind an 
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Emeritus professor Bing Bingham (left) and 
Bing Binglunn, writer, phowgra/>her, and 

eastern Oregon correspondent for KLCC,FM 

unto ld number of lectures, Bingh,un has 
awakened thousands of students to the 
beauty and value of history. Three years 
ago, he received rhe UO's Distinguished 
Service Award-the highci;r honor award­
ed hy rhe faculty. 

Perhaps the most telling a.:-pcct of his 
career is the respect he'!:> earned. When I 

spoke with Dave Logan about his memo• 
ries of Bingham, he said, "He's one of a 
handful of special people that I've met in 
the world, I 10\·e him dearly." 

As for this Bing Bingham (me, not 
him), I smiled as I closed my reporter's 
notebook and packed my cameras at the 
end of our interview. I'm glad ro finally 
meet the man with whom I've shared a 
nmne for so many years. And I'm pleased 
the name has been in such good hands. 

- D. "BING" BINGHAM 

A PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE E AST 

Global geopolitics across 
the di11ner table 

[Editor's nore: Senior UO journalism major 
Cory Eldridge's last triJJ ro rhe Middle East 
took him w Dubai, Uniwd Arab Emira1es, 
where he interned ulich Reuters News AgertC)' 

for six weeks. Before dun, he snu:lied for nine 
mamhs in Amman, Jordan, and spem rime 
in Israel, Lebanon, Turkey, and the \Xlest 
Bank.} 

"MAH1'.!0UD, YOU'RE NOT IN GAZA ANY• 
more, you're in the United Arab Emir­
ates," Jamal said. "Shut the door when you 
go outside or the heat will kill us. And 
Cory is sick." 

Mahmoud wrenched shut the kitch­
en's sliding gla.ss door, curring off the eye• 
drying desert heat invading our compact 
apartment, and said, "Asiflsorryl, Cory." 

I shook my head to say no uorries, using 
bcx.ly language co avoid searing my strep• 
infected throat, which for three days had 
kept me from eating, sleeping, and talk• 
ing. Jamal whisked the scramble of canneJ 
mcar and egg he was preparing for dinner, 
and continued our conversarion. 

"People believe things, like rhar no 
Jews died in rhe World Trade Center, 
because they don't have the energy to find 
out the truth. They work all day, come 
home tired, and hem something on the 
TV," he said. "It's the same in America, 
right! People believe thing!:> about Arabs 
and Muslims they see on TV." 

I nodded in agreement. In the living 
room, the channel changed and rhe bel­
low of guns, rockctj, and bombs blasted 
into the kitchen-news about Israel and 
Hizhollah's dirty brawl. Along wirh the 
explosions, in c.ime a roommate I had 
not properly mec; with ten unmarried men 
living 111 four n.:xm1s, meeting a new room­
mate often ti.x>k several Jays. All nine of 
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M·i!·i·ldid·BM 
my rlx"lmmares cmnc from Palc'-tine, Lcha­
non, or Iraq, am!. at the time, American­
made weapons dropped on each country 
Jaoly. 

I knew this man wa.s Iraqi and had 
heen held ar Abu Ghraib prison, nothing 
more. We greeted one another and I stood 
and mtm<luceJ myself. I le sm irked and 
,;iid, "lvty name i'i Munier. You're Ameri­
can, right?'' I nodded. 

"How is Presidcm Bu:,h I" 
Oh shit. I thought. 
"You like President Bush. You chink 

rhat you should invade my country. You 
support Israel," he 5a id , malice contorting 
his smirk into a sneer. 

"No," I sa,J. 
"I love Bush and I hare him," Munier 

sa id. "You know how? He got rid of Sad­
dam, oo I love him. Bur I hare him because 
he ruine<l my country fo r oil." 

For five minutes he berated me, 
describing the wrecche<lness of his life and 
his sat isfac tion when American troops 
died. He declared that every American 
loved Bush and hated Arabs and those 
who attacked blam would fui\. I croaked 
out pity for hi:, family, defense fo r Ameri­
can soldiers, and explanations fo r Ameri­
ca n policy. He didn't li sten. I le had 
grievances, he had a case, and he found 
me guilty hccause I was American. I rried 
to stay patient, co emrathi:e, to correct his 
stereotypes, but I wore out. My full-color 
worldview humed to monochrome, and I 
cast Munier in the black. He became the 
equation: Arab= Mu:.lim = Terrorist. 

Jamal scooped our meal onro a plate. 
Th e c latte ring stopped Munier and 
rem inded me to breathe. I tore a piece 
of flacbreaJ from a ri::a-si:ed loaf and 
pinched eggs, canned meat, and lmions 
with the bread, but I didn 'r eat. My insides 
raged wirh infecnon, fever, and hate. I 
cxcu:,ed my:,df. 

Thar night, I awoke di..,oriemed by 
fever and fear. Like a hrnin\\'a:.hing: video, 
rhe convcr-rmon raced through my head 
along with images of Osama Bin Laden, 
Daniel Pearl. al-Zarqawi, expl<xleJ hum­
vecs, nine murdcrou.s roommate::., and 
Munier holdmg the knife. I grnhhed 
my hair a, if m rip l)Ut chc rictures, and 
Mahmoud, lying m the bed next to mine, 
smred m h1:. sleep. Le&. th;in a week ago he 
made hi:. first mp from home hy throwing 
a blanket over a harbw1re fence ro escape 
rhe hell uf Ga:a. In a way, all the n1en 
were refugees. Their homes humed while 
Lhcy scmreJ aw,w m a fo reign land. 

Right or wrong, my counrry rook part 
in the fires. And no marter my nrmion, I 

Cory Eldridge won 1his year's H. L Sw,,enson 
scholarship from 1he Overseas Press Club for 
reporting done in the \\'les1 Bank ciry of Jenin. 
Following graduation from ,he UO 1his wimer, 
he J,lans tO return to 1he Middle Eas1 LO work 

as a freelance wri1er and phowgrapher. 

represented America to these men. And 
they had grievances, they had a case, and 
I would hear it. Bur I would 1101 be held 
gu ilty fo r the sins of my country; I would 
not let them dehumanize me. 

Lying in bed l made the first step: I 
forgave Munier for hating me and I for­
gave myself for hating Munier. I forced the 
rape reel to stop playing and I finall y saw 
Munier as a human. 

Two days later, as I watched an Ameri­
can sitcom with the guys, Munier walked 
in. "Hello PresiJenr Bush ," he said. I 
looked him in the eye:. am! sa id, "Arc you 
Saddmn Hu:-.~c in ? No," and it began. I 
made him hear my ideas, my feelings, and 
my at1emrcs to reconci le with my counny 
am! ini action~ in my world. I forced him 
to distmguish me from the mass ca lled 
"Americans.'' At fir::;t he didn't want to 
li~len, I could see him wrestling with his 
hate, hut Munier is a good man and slowly 
he made himself see me m, a human, llXJ. 

The next d<.1y Jamal set nur dinner on 
the tahle and six of us roommates began 
ro ear and talk. As the conve rsat io n 
tumeJ tll who was hotter, Angelina Jolie 
or Selma Hayek, I askeJ for more hread. 
Munier took a k>;'tf, tore it in two, gave me 
half, and we ate. 

- C ORY ELnRIIJGE 



CLASS NOTES 

■ Robert Gust Luoma '51, M.A. '54. published hi:, 
hook, Stiffed bw Nor Shaken in Life and in tJu. Arts: 
Memoirs wi1h a Twis1, in March. 

■ Jac k Borsting, M.A. '52, Ph.D. '60, h:1s been 
rcclcctc..-d as lead governor of Lhe board of gover­
nors of Lhc Amenc-.in Stock Exchange. Borsung 
1s a profCMOr of busmess admim,trat1on anJ dean 
emcmu.s of the Marshall School of Bu:,mes.,, at 
use. 
Marg.iret Madsen Hopkins '52, M.S. '57, rcccndy 
traveled to EU!,tene with some other '50s alumn1: 
Or. David Lanning '51, Dono'"-an Lee '52, Rose­
mary (\Vildish) '50 and Lee Philpott 'SI, Roger 
Sogge, M. F.A. 'SO, Lois Ann (Hcliksen) Skinner, 
and Si&>nY "Vik" Hanson. They first met m rhc 
Lmhcmn Student Association and haw kept m 
touch by way of a round-robin letter and occa­
sional reunions. 

Retired high school teacher Mitzi Asai Loftus '54, 
M.A. '62, h~ moved to Ashland :iftcr tlmry-four 
years in Coos Bay. 

Millard Burr '58, M.A. '73, Ph.D. '76, fimshcJ his 
fifth book, Alms far Jihad, with coauthor Robert 0. 
Collins of UC Santa Barbara. Burr rccem\y ret1reJ 
from the U.S. State Depanmcm. 

Robert Loeffclbcin, M.S. '58, is currently wm mg a 
hook-his tenth--on scan1S anJ confidence men. 
I-le also teaches seniors' comru1cr classes. I le live. 
111 Clarkston, Washington, and is a member of the 
County Parks and Recreatton Council. 

Verne Wheelwright '58 received a Ph.D. from 
U.'Clli Metropolitan Uni\'ersity m July after com­
plermg bis dis.-.ertation. utleJ "Personal Future-: 
Foresight and Futures Studies for Individual~." I le 
lives with his wife Betty m 1-iarlmgl'n, Texas. 

■ Dorce Jarboe '62 is the music dm~tor for Gr.mt 
High School in PortlanJ and received the Educa• 
uonal Excellence Award from the UO Collc1,,c of 
Education Alumni Association m sprmg 2(X)6. 

Less than a week after the Blivet Biscuit Works 
\\'as listed on the NASDAQ (ricker~ymbol BLIV). 
SEC investigators served a warr:mt to Chmrman of 
the Board Alaby Blivet '6) at corporate headquar­
ters m Bliver Junction, Utah, before leading him 
away m handcuffs and unpoundmg forty-seven 
boxes of papers and eight computers. An SEC 
:,pokcspeoon s:ud the acuon \\'aS related to msider 
tradmg, siock m.'lmpul,1t1on, wire fr.:iuJ, illegal off­
,hore accounb, RICO vioW11ons, and ",u:,,p1c1ou:, 
ocuv1ty m the h1scu1t futures marke1." 

Loana Gaklc, M.EJ. '64, ha,, renred afm fortr• 
five years with Plumas Untfic<l School District m 
Qumcy, California, where she taught English anJ 
physical cduca11on. She was also a high school 
counselor :md principal. 

Lee Gran! , M.S. '67, was publi,heJ ma book 
marking the fortieth anniversary of the Volunteers 
in Service to America (V ISTA) progrnm. He 
iomeJ the progmm after being rceruite<l at the UO 
and lx.'Came a volunteer 111 Houston, Texas. He is a 
columm,t [Ind :irts cmic-at-large for the San Diego 
Union-Tribune. 

■ INDICATES UDAA MEMBER 

Sieve Hutchinson, J.O. '67. is the scmor partner 
of the Hutchm:.on, Cox, C.OOru, DuPnest, Orr 
& Sherlock law firm m Eugene. I-le is a recent 
graduate of the Rotary Leader-hip Academy and 
also i.erves a.~ ;i boar<l mcmhcr of the Eugene Sym­
phony. 

World tra\'clcr Janet K. Johnson '68 h[ls now set 
fOOl on all seven cominents. She enJoys visit mg 
1hm.l-world countries and has spent the last rwo 
Dl-ccmbel'!I hclpm~ m Agent Orat'li,oe orphanages 
m Vietnam. 

■ Oregon Attorney Jeffrey P. Foote '71 of the 
Footl' Webi.ter law finn m PonlanJ was l'l..""Cently 
;iwardC\.I the Champion of Jusuce Award, 1he h1gh­
cs1 honor given by Trial L'lwyers for Public Ju:,,uce. 
I-le has ~rv,...,_I on the TI.PJ Foundation Board of 
D1l'l..'Ctors for Lhe lasl two decades and was <)fg',illl· 

z.mon pr~1Jcn1 m 2002. 

Eli:.1bcth " Beth" Rehm, M.S. '72, recently re· 
tired. A member of the Portland commumty, l>he 
serve~ on the Wri3hington County Aging anJ Vet­
er.ms' AJvisory Council. Rehm delivers meals on 
wheel~ at the Hillsboro and Forest Grove Semor 
Ccnten; scvcrnl times a month and drives a lift bus 
for :.cniors and other people with need. 

David Sonnen(cld '73 1s coeditor of a new book, 
ChaUengmg the Clur,: Labor Rights and Envmmmenwl 
Ju.Hice in IN' Gloool Elecrr011ics Industry, a colk-ction 
of ocholarly analyses and acnvist account.-. from 
around chc world. Sonnenfeld 1s an :ISiiOCiate rro• 
fosor II\ the Department of Commumty and Rural 

Sociology m Wa~hmgl<ln State University. 

■ &h.1,ard " Ken'' Engstrom ·74 rettrccl from the 
postal service ,lftcr a thmy-four-year career. He 
and hh wife Susan pl,in w move to Washington, 
D.C., when• he will work .is the national execuuve 
J1 rl'Ch1r of th(' Nm10n,1l Association of Postmasters 
of the Unned Suucs. 

Dt-nnis Norman '75 was r\.'Cently rnunc<l faculty 
chair for the I larvard Umvemty Nauve Health 
Program. N0rm,m 13 :1!:,(1 the chief of psychology at 
Mass.:1chrn,etts General Hospit,11 Md on the foculty 
of Harvard McJ1cal School. 

P:1ul A. Donais, M.S. '77, Ph.D. '79. rcc,..•ntly 
complell'd :1 comprehensive rhotogrnphic survey 
of the N:m death camp at Auschw1tz-Birkcn:1u 
111 Poland. 11 ,s work was m conJunc11011 with 
his research mm the j'ISychology of genocide. Dr. 
Don:us is a clmic,11 psycholog13t at Fol-om Prison 
mC1lifomi,1. 

■ Je£fre)' S. Mauhews '77,J.D. '81, pl'l..asident of 
the Mulmrnn.ih &.1r Foundation, has hccn made a 
fellow of the American Academy of Mammomal 
Lawyer... 

Elizabeth Cheney Burton '78 won the 2006 
Outstanding M.8.A. Student Award from Eastem 
Oregilll Umvcrsity. She is the dirccwr of EOU's 
Division of Distance Education Cent~r in B:1kC'.r 
City. 

Demoer Posr staff wrner John Henderson '78 re• 
cently won first pl.ice 111 the .. lkst of the West" 
~p1..'Cial t(1p1c culumn-wriu nµ compcrnion for his 
food and dminM column, "A Moveable Feast." 

BEHIND EVERY 
GREAT P UMPKIN . 

Harvey Speck '47 is a little shy 
about calling his best pumpkin this 
year a "big" pumpkin-that term, 
he thinks, should be reserved for 
the 700-1,400 pound behemoths 
that show up in giant pumpkin 
festivals. Sti ll , he was confident 
enough in the size of this 145· 
pound specimen that he let it grow 
to maturity unprotected in the front 
yard of the home of his son Randy 
'75, in Eugene's College Hill neigh· 
borhood. "Nobody could lift it," 
Harvey says. He took up gardening 
in 1989 when he retired from the 
lumber business. His secret to pro· 
ducing pretty big pumpkins-and 
he's grown them over 200 pounds 
in the past-is good soil, lots of 
sunshine, frequent watering, and 
fertilizer ("I'm organic six days a 
week," he says). 
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■ Stacey Jo.~tad '79 n .. 'Cemly n.::m,imcJ ;mJ 1s wr:>rk­
mg ~ a chaplmn relo1dcnt at Umvers1ty ofC1lifor­
nia .u O:w1:, Medical Ccmcr. 

■ Deborah (Brown ) Kimokco '79, M.S. '83, was 
awarded a docroral dt-1,;ree from the Columhia 
Un1 ver..1ry EJucauonal Leadc:r.,h1p Pr~ornm m 
tvl.iy. Her J1s.<,ertauon on ~huol-b.1~1 srnciJe rrc­
vcm ion w.is panially puhli~he<l <m 1he 01lifomia 
State l)..p:mmem of E<lucmion Lc11ming •uppon 
wdi:inc. Shl' and her hw,b:md Knno '76, M.S. '90, 
cdehrmed her graduauon and their fif1,.-cnth an­
n1ver,ary wuh a v1~11 w 1hc1r ha[1;m rdau,·cs and 
.i Mcdnerr:mean cnu-.c. 

Lee Sherman, M.S. '80, a research wnter .it 
Oreg111\ Siate Umver;ny, recently co.1u1hort-"1.I 
The UeuJmg (1/itch: /-low 1he C11lmre \Vars f-lm-e 
l-li)l1Cked lfoooi11g l11S tn1c1i(JTI and \Vhw \Vt Can Do 
Alxm1 It, which w:1~ rdcase<l m August. 

j oSt:ph M. S1offcl , M.S. '81, h,i., ret1ro.l after 
tead11ng Engli,h ,md dr:11ru1 fnr thirty-one yc,1rs. 
I le l,vc~ m UIOI, B.1}' :md 1~ ~1111 ;1c11vc 1n com­
munny theater. 

GrC1,:ory Brown '.S2 1scurrcn1ly workmg a~ vice 
pre~1dent anJ ~1"1Cc1.1l a~ts officer K,r Ri\'crv1ew 
C1.mimumt~· Bank in V,mc1.JU\'er. Wa:.hingtnn. I le 
lives m Wa~hougal, Wa11hmg1nn, with his wife Jen, 
me an,I their two ch1ldrl'n, Kirk, ,1x, .ind Su:.1nnc, 

S1ephcn Cohen '82 rt'CorJcd The Tree Pe(~ m 
1979 ,1~ a vmyl alhum. It 1s he1ng rci:...•,unl worlJ­
w1de a~ a CD. 

Jim FiJ,!urski '82 w:.1s n.11ncJ pn...,1Jcm of tht• 

Co.mcil of L1ndscape Archttccturnl Rei:i11tration 
Boanb in Scptemhcr. I-le is a princip;:11 ar the Port­
land lanJscape architecture finn Greenworks. 

■ Su:,an Thelen '83, dm:cwr of a..h-errbmg anJ 
markcung m 1hc UO's Creauvc Puhlishmg office, 
hai. hecn appointed the romt of contact for media 
vcnJ,)rs mtcn .. "iw<l in sol1citing advcrusmg from 
the UO. This includes all prim, electronic, anJ 
aJvcm,mg collateml, such ;J!> ~i&ri1agc, \'idco, anJ 
;1uJm. ll1clen can he rcac:h,._"ll Jl ( 541) 346-5046 
or sthdcn@uon.),•on.edu. 

Sus.."\n Denning '84 has n."Cendy JOl!l(."i.l the q_aff 

of Lncr.iry Arts in Pon land. ,is rhe Ore!'.,~m Book 
A"'~m.ls and Orci.,ron Luerary Fellowships program 
dm:.'Ctor. 

Vinccn1 Mesa '84 h,i., Tl'IUT11t.'I.I to Orq.,•on to he 
clo,,er to his <,on and daughter after taking care of 
ll1S fatht•r, who d1cJ of Parkm.•,on's di.'>Ca.-.c last De­
cember. I le worb a, " medic,11 technician. 

Moll r Banl'.roft '86 c:owr,ne and sang "Tr.1c:king 
Treai.ure D,,:,wn," a :,ong th.n rem.:.h,._,J th.- top 'l'Ot 
m tht• club dance chJrt bs1 July. TI,e Atlant,1-
ba ...... 'I.I ,mgcr, son1-,~mcr, and rn.iJuc:cr rec(•ntly 
rcl...·a:.c:J .i new CD tnhl Red Din Diarie:i. 

Keith 8;1rtholomew, J.D. '87, 1, currently teaching 
m the Univen.1ty of U1ah College 1.>I Arch itecture 
and Ptmnmg. In M.1rch 2(X)6 he\\~\~ '>t.'l...'Ctt-"ll to 
he honort'I.I ,i.:- one of twu Um,·er-.il} Pmfcs..-...,r- f,,r 
the 20Cl6--7 acade1mc yc.1r. 

Jeff Wright , M.S. '87, w,m 1h1i. rear\ l'n-t:i.,..,m 
Ne"..,papcr Puhl,,her. Asl>oci;u ion\ :1wanl~ for 
h..'lot wnllllI! anJ bbt 1-tcner::1I f,._-arurc ~iory. I le al-..., 
w1m -.c,.;oml and fimd place awanb for re ligion 
wntmg. \Vrigh1, a reporter ,mJ cJ1tor at The 

' 
C h r On Om u'n d i 

• No pmvioos experience des.igniog watches Of iewefry is required. We ore looking for remarkable creative exprn!>5ion 
in your chosen field of design. We will ossi:lf you in tronJatiog your design ~e inb o fine timepiece 
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Regrstcr-Guard. also won the Society of Professional 
Joumalbt.s award for mmority covernge in 2006. 

■ Sarah Yount '89 recently redin"Cted her career 
from spo~ marketing to working with Mary Kay 
Co6mc1ics. She debut,.'<! as an indep,::n,lcm sales 
Jirector and has earned her first free car. 

••I 

John Bruning '90 puhlishcd his sixth book. The 
Devil's Sandbox, a chronicle of the experiences of 
an Ore1-,-on National Gu,mJ mfantry battalion in 
lmq and New Orleans ,1fter Hurricane Karrina. It 
mclu<lel> detaill> ahou1 many UO graduate~ who 
..crve in the National Guard. 

George Fujii, M.Arch. '90, rt::cendy moved to St. 
Louis to join the 'farlton Corporation as a senior 
rroJCCI manager. He ;md his wifo reside in Univcr-
1111y Ciry, Missouri. 

Laurence Musgrove, M.A. '89, Ph.D. '92, has had 
several pieces publisheJ in Inside Higher Educa-
tion 1h1s ye;1r. An associr1tc professor of English 
and fort'ign languages at Saint Xavier Universny 
in Chicago, he serves a~ editor of the universiry's 
1-/igher I...earnm!{ Commission Sdf~Srudy r1nd chairs a 
t.i.,k force on gener.il t-ducation. 

Robin (Popp) Rose '93 and Mark Rose '92 haJ 
their fourth child, Carina Lucille, on June 21. 
She 1om1,."1.\ sihl ings Kaina, six, Ql1inn, four, and 
Cicl(1,two. 

l\mbnJcr-, Laura Hicks '94 and Ty Nelson '91 
were marn ... xl July I m Salem. Laura is a teucher 
m the Lake O.wch'O School District and i~ al.,o 
pn.-s1denr ,if ihe Oregon Alumni Band. Ty works as 
a c:ommerci(1l rea! e,tate broker in Salem. 

Michael Ocstcrlin, M.B.A. '94, has been promoted 
to ~ntor vice prcsiJcm of imt::rmnional salcs for 
RH I Enter1:1inmcnt (formerly Hallm;1rk Entertain, 
mcnt), where hl' has worked since 2002. He previ-
1)1.tsly served as vice presidenr of intermu ion:1! sales 
at RI II Enten:111m1ent ·~ L.mdon offices. 

■ Mark Austin, M.8.A. '95, cofounded Fi!bt ln­
nov.itivt:: Financial Group m ZCXXJ. The comp.any 
currend}' ha~ ;1rrangc<l more th::m $ 100,CXX) 111 

loans w ,mall husine:.s operators hy util izing a 
network of c:ommun1ty-h-.i~d hanks and financial 
1ns1iru110m. He live:. in Monrovia, C1.1lifornia. 

■ Sarah Howe Kitehings '95 earned her J.D. 
from the Quinl)lpiac College School of L-iw. She 
currently works as a sales executive at PruJential 
G.mne<:1icur Realty. She married Chrisrophcr Roh­
en K .... enan in June. They now reside in Madison, 
Connt--ctic:u1. 

■ Bryan Wenrer '95 has JOincd the land use 
practice group of Morgan Miller Blair in Walnut 
Creek, California, and was recently awarded the 
Jefferron Fordham Up and Comer Award by the 
American Bar Association•~ Sc:ction ofSrnte and 
Local Govemmem Law. 

■ Robbie Reeves '97 rnovcd to Washington, D.C., 
m Septemhcr to begin training as a foreign service 
olficer with the U.S. Dcparnnenc of State. 

Unive~1ty of Hawaii goosciemist Julia Hammer, 
Ph.D. '98, received the Presidential Early Career 
AwarJ ai the Whnc House this summer for her 
work 111 volc:ano\Ob'Y and experimental petrology. 

■ Jeffrey Kaye '97, M.S. '99, and his wife 
Annagracc had a baby girl, Penelope Aoife 
Kaye, on May I in Vancouver, Washington. 



PROFILE 

THE POETRY OF ANGLES AND CURVES 
Brad Cloepfil brings N orthwest vision to arcl1itec11tre 

AS WORLD-RENOWNED ADVERTISING 

guru Dan Wieden '67 strolled 
into a new Portland restaurant 

in 1996, he had more than dinner 
on his mind. For months, he'd been 
seeking an architect with the skill 
and vision to design a new head­
quarters for his advertising agency, 
Wieden+Kennedy, which made its 
fortune crafting striking images. 

As he looked around, Wieden 
realized that the restaurant boasted 
exactly the strong visual style 
he wanted. He tracked down the 
designer, Brad Cloepfil '80 and 
explained the project. Wieden envi­
sioned not just an office but a public 
space, including performance area, 
art gallery, gym, and cafe. The likely 
site was a 1914 storage building in a 
Northwest Portland warehouse district. 

Cloepfil desperately wanted the 
job, but how could he transform a big, 
dark box into a building that would 
fulfill Wieden's high standards and 
expansive expectations? Adding to 
the pressure, Cloepfil realized that 
this could be the make-or-break 
moment in his career. After more than 
a decade working with major archi­
tecture firms in New York and Los 
Angeles, he'd moved back to Portland, 
joined the firm of his mentor, UO 
Assistant Professor of Architecture 
Thomas Hacker, and then opened his 
own firm, Allied Works Architecture. 
But two years later, he hadn't built 
much of anything. He'd won a major 
award for his design for the Seattle 
Brewing Co., but as sometimes hap­
pens to even the best architects, 
that project fizzled. He found himself 
designing kitchens and home addi­
tions to pay the bills. 

Now, Cloepfil , who grew up in 
Tigard, decided to translate the sense 
of wonder he'd always experienced 
in Northwest landscapes to Wieden's 
building. MGrowing up here formed 
my understandings of the power of 
the physical environment," he recalls. 
"It wasn 't so much cities-Portland's 
never been a serious city about archi­
tectur&-it was the Columbia Gorge, 
the Cascades, the coast: the diversity 

of landscapes and the space they 
made.~ 

His undergraduate study at 
Oregon gave Cloepfil the tools to 
transform his Northwest vision into 
tangible structures. Architecture, 
Cloepfil learned, "could elevate your 
perceptions of things, enhance how 
you see the world. For me, the pri­
mary goat of architecture is to put 
you in a place where you see things 
differently." A junior-year quarter spent 
studying in Europe, visiting landmark 
buildings, showed him the broader 
possibilities architecture afforded-you 
could create buildings that inspired the 
same sense of awe as that provoked 
by, say, Mount Hood. 

Cloepfil saw a way to bring that 
thrill to Wieden's dank old warehouse. 
Years of living in the Northwest gloom 
gave Cloepfil an appreciation for the 
power of natural light. At a meeting a 
few months later, Wieden, impressed 
by Cloepfil's sketches featuring open 
walls and a huge skylight illuminating 
a central public atrium, agreed to give 
the young architect a chance. 

Completed in 1999, the luminous 
edifice was an immediate hit. winning 
awards, attracting other tenants such 
as the acclaimed Bluehour restaurant, 
and serving as an anchor of the city's 

now-bustling, upscale Pearl District. 
"A poetic study in angles and curves,n 
raved Portland-based architecture 
critic and journalist Brian Libby, "its 
smooth concrete skin and sculpted 
shape displaying the power of simplic­
ity that marks the best of contemporary 
architecture.n Along with another 
elegant office building he designed in 
Northwest Portland, it sparked a series 
of increasingly prominent commis­
sions: a performing-arts high school in 
Texas; an artist-in-residence center in 
Central Oregon; a fifty-story Manhattan 
residential tower, and other New York 
projects-and catapulted Cloepfil to 
national attention. 

Most impressive are his museum 
commissions: a contemporary art 

~ museum in St. Louis, another at the 
-j University of Michigan, an $86 mil­
u lion expansion of the Seattle Art 

Museum (opening this year) , and a 
controversial , high-profile remaking 
of the Museum of Arts & Design, 
smack in the middle of New York 
City's Columbus Circle. Cloepfil's 
responsiveness to context allows him 
to design distinctive buildings that 
complement and even catalyze the 
art within rather than competing with 
it-or being overwhelmed by it. "For a 
modern architect , a museum is what a 
church used to be-the ultimate com­
mission," says Libby. 

Allied Works now employs more 
than two dozen architects and has 
opened a booming New York office. 
But despite his national acclaim, 
Cloepfil's work remains grounded 
in his Oregonian origins. "When I 
come back from New York and I'm 
flying down the gorge, or I see the 
Wallowas, the Blue Mountains, Mount 
Hood- that's what fuels my soul," he 
says. "It's so deeply connected to who 
I am. It feels like home." As his build­
ings arise and his reputation spreads, 
Brad Cloepfil is bringing a distinctively 
Northwest perspective to American 
architecture. 

You can hear a speech by Brad 
Cloepfil at the UO at http://aaa.uore­
gon .edu/podcasVcloepfil . 

- BRETT CAMPBELL, M.S. '96 
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■ Lucile Wirth '31, '49, passed uway J lmC I m age 
ninety-six. 

■ Evelyn OiG iorgio Grant ']9 died on Augusl I] 
at ag(' ninety. She was a member of the DiGiorgio 
Fruit Corporation family. She anJ her husband Bill 
were married for sixry-flvc years and had two sons, 
Phi lip and S1cvcn. 

■ Eli:abelh ' 'Betty" Joy Fiksdal Smccd '41 died 
on May 23 of complications fo llowing surgery 
at ab>e cighty-~vcn. !xtty came LO the UO from 
South Dakota to ~rudy journalism :ind drama. She 
pledg<..·d Alpha Gamma Delta sorority and received 
the Arc with Diamonds honor of Epsilon P1, a na­
tional award. She remained in Eugene for most of 
her life and rccc1vcd numerous awards for her p,1r­
t1cip;11 ion rmJ comriburions to local organiwuom,. 
She al:.o worked as a freelance writer, publishing 
;irticlcs 111 v;iriuus magazines anJ nc""'Papers 

■ Edwin Hollenbeck '42 died Augu~t 26 :it age 
eighty-six after a yearlong illness with rancrcauc 
cancer. While \"II Oregon he was a mcmher of 
the Sigma Nu fraternity. H l' scrn .. -d a1- a Marine 
torp&to bomber pilot m the South Pacilk for four 
years durmg World War 11 anJ was awarded 1he 
Oistinb'lli~hcJ Flying Cro:;s for hi~ service. !n I 947, 
he orcm.-<l H & H Lumber in Cmchclla, Califor­
nia, latN openmg hranch store~ m Cathedral City 
anJ Mecca. 

■ M:1ric Yvonne Kennedy '42 died June 24 at 
home on her form in Ojai, California, at age 
eighty-five. She and her hu~hand, Thomas Joseph 
Kenr\L\.ly, lived in S.1n Francisco, Hawaii, and the 

Ph ilippine Islands before settling in Anaheim, 
near where Marie worked for the County of Or­
ange for twenty years. In Ojai she built a farm with 
her son Gordon :inJ introduced many new fruits 
IO the vnllcy's markets and restaurants. 

M:1rgaret Ann DeCou McG ill '44 died June 
19 at age eighty-two. Whi le at O regon ~he wn.s 
a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority 
and graduated Phi Bern Kapp,, with honors in 
English. She married Boh McGill in 1942. They 
had rwo children, Jame~ and Meg '74, M.S '77. 
She earned a master's degree 1n 1966 ar Port land 
Srnte University, then worked for seventeen years 
as a supervising clinical social worker with the 
crippled children's division of O regon Hen 1th & 
Science Umversuy. After she re tired in 1984, she 
enjoyed driving Alfo Romeos, hunting ch11knrs 
m Hells Canyon, trnvclmg w11 h her hw,band, 
and volunteering with civic organiwtiom. She 
and her sister founded the nnnual UO DcOn1 
Pnze m mathematics. 

■ Janice Lee Hansen G ilbertson '49 died Febru­
ary 6 at age eighty of causes related w Alzhcim-

IN MEMORI AM POLICY 

Al l " In Memoriam" ~ubrm:.:.ions mw,t be 
accomparm:<l by a copy of a new~paper 
ob1tu;uy or funeral home notice. Editors 
re~crve the right to edit for ~pace and 
clarity. Send to Oregon Quarterly, ln 
Memoriam, 5228 Univer~ity of Oregon, 
Ei1gene, OR 97403-5228. 

r 
Tell us what's happening. 

7 Coaches shows, archived 
games, post-game interviews, 
player features, game audio, 

great moments, li1ghlights and 
much more. I 

Anxtime, I 
:Anywhere 

Send us news of yourself, your relatives, your friends-
anyone who ever attended the University. Please include current addresses as well. 
Attention Parents: Are you receiving your children's copies of Oregon Quarterly? 

If they now have a permanent address. please notify us. Thanks. 
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zone 
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cr's. While studying busin~ aJmim~tration 
at Orq,'On, she pledged Delta Ddrn Delta and 
served as the sorority's president. After mo\'lng 
to Portland with her husband John Gilbcrtson 
'50 of fifty-eight years, 5he became chair of the 
Mulmomah legal Aid Sociely and hdpc..-<l found 
a Delta Delrn Delta chapter m Pon land Sime. 
She played a large part 1n bnnging soccer to 
Portland, raising money with her fr iends m form 
the fir~t Portland Timbers team. 

John Wi ll iam 'Jack' Eva ns '51 <lied on Augusr 
24 flt age sevemy-eight. He worked at the Ea~tern 
Oregon University library for thirty-one year~. 
He enjoyed woodworking, bird watching, art, 
travel, camping, huntrng, fishing, find writrng. 
He wrote Pou'ff/til Rockey, a book ahout the 
Oregon Trail in che Blue Mountains area. Evans 
and h1~ wife Dorothy Anderson 'SI haJ one son, 
John '79, M.S. '83. 

■ Oscar Lcmicre ·so, M.S. '52, <licJ m 1995. 
He was a teacher and a co..1ch rn Longview, 
Washi ngron. 

Robert ' Bob' Chambers '55 d1eJ April 30 of 
hean disea~e :ir his humc near Fnday I larhor, 
Washington m age seventy-six. While at Ore~'On, 
he was a memher of Alpha Tau Omega fr.i1em11y. 
Bob served in the Army Signal Corps m Korea. 
After studying filmmaking at Bo:.ton College, he 
moved to New York where he m:rnaf,,,c<l a tourini.: 
company, producing and appc,mng in Lucie Mary 
Sunshine. He then moved to California to pro-

duce radio commercials and Uocumcntarics. Bob 
retired in Friday Harbor where he "'<I~ involved 
m community ,heater. 

■ Mel Streeter '55 died June 12. While attend­
ing Oregon, Md played ba~kethall from 1950 10 

1952 anJ gradmued wirh an archuec.rure degn:c. 
Known for his civic work, he mentored a~piring 
African Americ;in .irch1tect~ and was p:Ht of 
the St-attic Planning Commi!-Sion from 1989 to 
2000. 

■ Donna Louise Mast Fourn ier '55 <lied July 15 
of cancer. A member of P1 Beta Phi sorority, she 
haJ four children and ~ix grnndchildren. 

Anne T homas '56, M.A. '66, died July 6 from 
lung cancer at age scventy-d1Tee. During her fifry 
years in the JOurm1li~m field, she wrote for d:iily 
papers rn Cal1forn1a and Oregon. She had long 
c:ireen ,1s a srnff writer anJ eJ1ror of the Cottage 
Grm-e Sentmel and Sfn-inefield News. 

Jay M. G reene '63 died on June I a1 age sixty• 
11\,e. After graduaung from Oregon, Greene went 
on ro work for Texaco. He !mer worked 11s the 
owner and president of a lumher-rcm:mufocrunng 
mill. I le w;:1:. a founding member anJ !mer cha ir· 
man of the hoard of the Bank of Gray~ Harbor 
and "~1s :1 lso involved with the Grays Harbor 
Country Cluh, Chamber of Commerce, Boy 
Scouts of Amcnc:i, :ind Umtcd W:iy. He enJO')'ed 
)'.,'l.Ming, family, anJ fnend~ I le and h1~ wife Ann 
Rys1ogi were mame.J for more than forty years. 

William Reese Pett y, M.A. '90, Ph.D. '94, died 

DECADES 

March 30 m age fifty-one. He Joined the foc-
uhy of Oregon State Umversny in 1996 as an 
1m1ructor 10 the Engh~h department's disrnncc 
lireranirc and writing courses anJ was a regular 
pre~cnter at the Far Wc~r Popular Culture­
American Culture A:.sociation meetings. In 1984 
he married Katie Hayes-Petty m England, where 
they were both students. They had two children. 

■ Scott G underson '99 unexpectedly died June 
13 at age twcnty•nine. Gunderson played foo1h,11l 
for Oregon and was ,m English maior. After col­
lege, he iaught Englbh :ind coached footh:ill :md 
baskcthall at Lynhrook and Fremont High in 
Sunnyvale, C 1lifornia. 

Faculty In Mem 
H. Philip Barnhart , fonm:r UO hilusing direcwr, 
Jicd July 26 :11 llJ...'C eighty-seven. After graduafing 
from Penn State with II degree m hotel hosp1t.1Hry, 
he fought m World War 11, whl're he lamk-d on 
Omaha Bcrich on D-D,1y. Originally hm .. -.J as the 
dm.><:torof food services at the UO 1n 1949, l\1rn, 
hart hccame the fin.t rrofossion:il housmg din .. ><:tor 
m the srntc ofOrci-,'On. During his thiny•ycar lC'n• 
ure he oversaw the consmiction of four rc~1dence 
halls, the We~tmordanJ hou~mg cumplex, :ind the 
acL1u1s1uon of the 0.>lle~c Inn, rcn:uned Bamhan 
Hall m August 2001. 

Ralph Sunderland, who worked as the budget 
director :inJ ch,ef admmiscrator at O rc1-,t0n for 
twenty-five years, J1L..J Augusr 4 ofhram cancer. 

Reports from previous Winter issues of Old Oregon and Oregon Quarterly. 

1926 The new $175,000 basketball arena will be named 
to honor Clifton N. MPat" McArthur '01 , the first presi• 
dent of the ASUO, first editor of the student newspaper, 
reporter (Oregonian, AP), farmer, lawyer, member (and 
speaker) of the Oregon legislature, U.S. Congressional 
representative, thirty•second degree Mason, Shriner, Elk, 
and Moose. 

1936 A lack of offensive firepower earns Oregon last 
place in conference football play: Washington 7, Oregon 
O; UCLA 7, Oregon O; Cal 28, Oregon 0 ; Washington 
State 3, Oregon O; Oregon 13, Idaho O; and Oregon 
State 18, Oregon 0. With only five players graduating 
and talented frosh on the horizon, a campus sportswriter 
notes, prospects for next year seem excellent. 

1946 A record 5,682 students (a 104 percent increase 
from last year) results in crowded campus conditions, 
long lines at dining halls, and a ratio of three men to 
every woman. 

1956 Change is in the air as a State Board of Higher 
Education committee is looking into the idea of Mselective 
admission," whereby Oregon colleges and universities 
would limit admission to students with acceptable high 
school grades and an ability to pass an entrance exam. 

Another recommended change, this by the Oregon State 
Highway Department, would close the campus section of 
East Thirteenth Avenue during weekends. 

1966 Arriving forty-five minutes late, U.S. Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey delivers a speech to 8,000 at Hayward 
Field while about fifty "quiet, orderly, and patient" demon· 
strators wave anti-war signs. 

1976 Astronomy researchers at the UO's Pine Mountain 
Observatory outside of Bend are part of a worldwide 
search for the theorized celestial bodies known as black 
holes. 

1986 A time capsule to be unearthed in 2086 is created 
for 100•year·old Villard Hall. Contents include a floppy 
disk of computer games, a piece of fused sand from the 
first atomic test blast (courtesy of Paul Olum), videotapes 
about life today, and vials of Willamette River water and 
local air. 

1996 Before an overflowing EMU Ballroom crowd, Dave 
Frohnmayer is inaugurated as the fifteenth president of 
the UO, a position he accepted on an interim basis two 
years ago and in which he's served on a permanent 
basis for a year. 
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TRAILS 

W ITNESSING 
by Kim Cooper Findling '93 

FO R SOME, IT WAS THE FIRST TIME 

they'd spoken of their war experi­
ences. The rea l stuff, anyway-a 

friend's blooc.l spla ttering across your face, 
traipsing through a jungle village aml kill-
ing people before they killed you, rhc sights 
and soun<ls of tortu re and death that can't 
be erased from the mind, even thirty-five 
years late r. Through the long morning, into 
the lunch break, past the afternoon's sched­
uled encl , I JO Vietn<1m vets stood and spoke 
in a hotel conference room done in coo much 
mauve. I fidgeted. I waited for an opportunity 
to escape; the pool, maybe, and my paperback. 

In some ways, each story was similar. Dust, 
heat, the constant chap chop of Huey helicop-
ters, the thwack thwack of gunfire. Creeping through the jungle 
on order.; to engage the enemy-which simply meant hiking 
around until someone shot m you. Blind, te rrifying nighttime 
b,mle~. Searching for meaning: in the melce and finding little. 
Hot dirty hours merging into eternal blurry days. The sheer 
fo lly of hoping you'd survive 365 J ays in hell when men fe ll 
around you in a spray of fresh carnage every day. Seeking what 
oblivion you cou ld find-beer, cigarettes, drugs, prostitutes, 
and the most morbid, se lf-denying humor you could muste r. 
The oppressive aloneness of com ing home from an unpopular 
war to people who Jidn't understand your experience and 
never even really trieJ. ''We disappeared into our lives," said 
one vet, :md because he was not just another in this sea of 
1Tdddle-aged n,en, but my father, I rea li zed that it was my life 
chm he disappeared into, as well. 

I worried that my presence would interfere. These men­
men with huge bel lies, men with no legs, men with every one 
of their fifty-odd years etched on their faces like scratches 
on a cell wall-would edit themselves for my sake. There 
were other women in the room, a few wives, but ~o other 
daughters. Would I rC'mi nd them of their own daughters, hack 
home: the gi rl:i who they were protccring mo:-.t when they 
swollowed ye t another private horror story{ Eyes fo llowed me 
when I left the nxm, at the break, penetrating, somber. I tried 
m mnkc myself invisible. 

The soldier:-.' stories Jivcrgcd when their Victn:1111 tours 
ended. Some went home to rural America and hccame 
nH!chanio; or factory wmkcrs, made a fom il y, got by. A sff1aller 
numher went to college and hecame teacher.; or hankers. A 
handful ~rnycd in and made the army a c;.uccr. But it w,;1:--n't so 
much what they did for work thc1t wa~ notable- it was what 
they JiJ for a life, after rhe prnmoriom earned and children 
raised and marriages saved or broken. I low much of the war 
did they carry{ Some had never really left Vietnam. if they 
stood, they ~rood rigid and nnxious. If Lhey spoke, they ranreJ, 
choked, :.pit crude, bawdy jokes. Their stories were of divorce, 
alcohol, thrown jobs, bar fights. Their bodies were very big 
or very small, as if they were trying m expand outside of or 
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vanish with in their own emotional cocoon. 
Others had made it all right; some, even, 

had thrived. They had found the thread of 
their life waiting back home and fo llowed it 
somewhere good. There was no reliable war• 
rrauma•to-current•trauma equation. Some 
of the men most seriously physically injured 
were often the healthiest emotionally-at 
least on the surface-and some who never 
saw combat were sti ll waking with night 
terrors. 

My uneasiness was not just because of 
my fea r that the veu; wouldn't be able to 
speak freely in my presence. Their stories 
were not easy for me to hear. A bomb 

exploding-your leg-but it's too far away to be your 
leg. Visiu; co pubescent Vietnamese whores. Buddies blown 
into pieces, then collected by your hands from rice paddy 
sludge. Enemy lxx:lics, heads removed, piled, rotting. The 
atrocities were bad enough, but that horror was compounded 
by the constant fear and uncertainty, the unbearable strain 
and loneliness, a supreme misery maJe tragic by an unrelent• 
ing suspicion that it was all fo r no reason at all. 

Some men wept, some blustered and bragged, some simply 
quivered in a familiar fight against an enemy that at some 
point had morphed from a VC soldier with an AK-47 into 
three decades worth of an invisible emotional tidal wave. I 
watched. I listened. I hoped for an end. I stayed for the dura­
tion, even though the Jay, for me, was an unlikely mixture of 
trauma and tedium. I didn't want to be there. I didn't think I 
needed to he. 

I was wrong. After the last man spoke, I stood from my 
conference chair and, head down, began to dart toward the 
door through the thicket of small groups that formed for final 
personal exchanges. I tried to make myself small , to leave 
and let these men say what they needed to say, to escape the 
.1che of hearing it. Bur as I passed through the room, eyes 
locked on me, and rhen arms reacheJ for me. "Thank you for 
coming," a man with an impossibly droopy face said. "Thank 
you for bei ng here." Then, another, with a deep Southern 
drawl-plainly "Ma'am, thank you :;o much." Startled, I man• 
ageJ replies, and began to see something new in the steady 
and contemplative ga:e~ I'd received all Jay. 

In my discomfort, l'J forgotten what it can mean to simply 
hear witness. Having your story heard-nor only by those who 
were with you but by those who weren't, and who otherwise 
would never understand, and therefore never understand 
you-validates it. I had sa id nmhing and done nothing but 
simply be present. Somehow, that had been enough. 

Kim Cooper Findling '93 is a Bend freelance writer. She accom• 
Jxmied her father Rolx.>rt L. Coo{X>r, who foughi in Viemllm as an 
Amiy first lieutenant in 1968-69, to a Fifth Batralion, Sixtieth 
Infantry Association reunion m Dallas, Texas, in June 2004. 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL for the many people 

who are helping to make the University of 

Oregon a special place to learn. Everyday 

we strive to live up to your support by: 

• sustaining students and faculty involved in 

cutting-edge research in every academic 

discipline on campus 

• offering scholarships to make the college 

dream a reality for deserving students 

• enhancing the learning environment by 

bringing guest speakers and visiting 

professors to campus 

• keeping the university on the leading edge 

with new facilities, technologies, courses 
and programs 

Gifts of all sizes help the University of Oregon 

transform lives. To find out how you can help, 

visit http://isupport.uoregon.edu 
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