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I ODUC!t'lO 

~ au 1 no • ti l~rg J • h l"e • 

bars of' the ~uatlng o:l • 1 1'bl' . other 

aft r all. ol&ly tour en -

r1 en e.nd prooeect&d to the 

ttont of the pla to h had reo ived his handahalat and diplona. 

The next 

a - • .1 ... nea:rly t~-- oung n ria nd 

no f'elati •e _ to f 1 special pt'id•M glow. present who d nud • 

h1 • igb.bor aper• 11tha.t1 s r:q boy. T C 

no ily del g tion tr Statto • Sprbgs, O.onn otiout. 

The of the grip, com.1 fr 

have aurpr-11 4 Pre1S.dent :E. • Blatohto 

.nd _ teaciy on. plow, tight and tstang on a. h or 

on the briale of' hora • And, tt 

the Blbl in study. 

0 u 

t 

• gentl -t _ -

Cone.inly th& youa:tg n ha t.r1•n4• qong th-os in the audleno • d 

Cl ot 18?0 ot th• Obie&go Th6olog1oal S lnaryt 

Who could tell ot the awollen str, _ 11 the thin t.c,. the du -ty hot ro-ada, 

the mbe 9 Who knew how he rultl trugg1e t~oagh a sn01ldJ'lli to joitl a 

1110 . o-ago Theol gical ·ae inary, Oh$oago Trib\\lW• April 2 , 18'1 • P• ' • 
leo the 110l'der t ra1e••" fol" the _ -ad: ti.on oer- OX!f' lnolu ea • 

Withla th Oli'V"ff P ry o lin Pa.per• ( a 1 the a,uthor•• po aeaeio ) • 
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couple 1n rriage, or too ort another in a ohild'• deatht 

O. P. Che.Jiq>l1n, ba.d he boen ao 1nded, could h&ve-e'ftn 1n those de.ya 

ot large tamiliea-boe.sted 0£ the abe or hie. Born 1n 1843, he -.. one 

ot ten children. And, s on worn back through. the tamily reoord•• he 

finds gene tion upon gener· t1on ot prolit1o Champlina. The reoord• begin 

with the birth ot Jer-try, son ot llija.b O~U.n, 1n 1761.1 

Later 1n hl• autobiographic 1 ketch •o. P.• reo lleda 9There were 

Obamplina in prominent poai tiona in the Revolutionary period. SCllll8 aernct . . 
2 

in the war. Ow, o:r ore • ·' tn Co11gr u . • •o. P." ment1ona alao that 

eh1ngton 11 aaid to ha.ve d • noed nth the belle of New Port, A Champlin• 

on one great eetive oooa.aion."3 

No, none ot the family attended the gratlua.tlon oe.re oey, but their 

thought• would have been lfith him, and his, tUl"ely, with them. Eapeoially, 

h18 thought a 110uld have turned tor a t1Dle to hla otb r, Aaa,nda. 011 ver 

later wrote ot her 1 

o Uv.l.ng peraon, and there have been many all t •• years, 
noble en am wanen whom I haft eatly loved and honored, 1 ao 
influenced as that other. She baa infl noed • in ewry 
period ot rq life. It he.a been a po■itiw. restraining, encour­
aging, bleaaed influence. I do not attempt to aooount tor it, 
but 1 t • reall., oh, nothing been oN reel in all my 
oonaeiouan •• 

1s.ee looae l.eaf'1, "Family Records," o. P, Champlin Paper■• 

2Thi1 is true, aee Appendix I. 

3•Autobto · phioa.l Sketch," P• l, O. P. Champlin Paper,. Her at'te.r 
oited • "Auto.• 

4 Ibid., PP• 5 
de1orilie'ii7 nda.. 

• s also the letter ti-om "O. P.' a" Aunt Jane 'Whioh 
Scrapbook, PP• 110-u,, o. P. Chazaplin Paper,. 



'lo hia t&th&r and to h;• etepmoth&r, Barx-iet:. 011-.er 19&8 a good sonJ he 

loved them 'both, ti-lay. Yet a apeoia.l love 119.S rosened tor his real 

mother, thl!,t guiding• apirit ot a w:,n,an who gaT& her lite whi-le- giving 

011Ter hia. 

Al•o on that exo1ting gftduation day, •o. P,." 1urely had. other thought• 

about hie put. Be ha~ ccmte a long way. or the tuture very little ._. oer• 

ta1n a ti. pa.et he knew. And one aentonoe tram that paat wi:,u.ld have entered 

hie milld now and again, firat poaaibly to b9 me1; 1li th a. h,.ppy le.ugh deep 

1uid-e:t or perhaps With the thougbt "Well.1 here l -.• or, u le even 111.0'N 

likely, the aentenoe tram the paat would have oalle4 up a. heartfelt, ~ 

tul pra1er. 

\'~n he was but ten 19eza old. Oliver had ~1ve4 1t1 th tbe Johnson 

tUl.tly. It •s e. yea:r tull of ._n1ng tor him. In hia eigh~aeool'ld year 

ae he lookecl back upon. the ata.y aib the Johneon t'am he well remembe.rea the . . 

aignifioance ot that speoial •nwnce spok9n by Hr. Johnfon., •ou.ver 
l 

look ou, rour father 4on' t make a. min'-etor ot you. • Aa the retired 

Rewreud later •ot•• "lfey h• should mab th.at remal"k-what the oooaaioit 

ot 1t. or llhat tlleff •• 1l1 me to oall S.t torth I nnw o-oul4 tmagine1 

but then i,t; -., to gi-ve direoti.011 to 11f3 thought-a. o,.aual ~ bit 

2 
ot lea.Yen into the .mee.1. • It •e the kind ot nntenoe to flit into the 

mllid of tho new gta.d;uate, abou't to beoome-a mi!li.ater. 

l "A SketQh ot the Lit. o:f' o. f . Cha.Dapl.in at Age Ten, tt P• 60. Here• 
e.f'wr cited ae •t♦n Year Sket~h. • 

2Ibid. -



CRA.PrER I 

LEA.VENIBU 

The ,r.1.nt'er be.tore going to the Johnaon :ta.rm "O. P,. " bad llwcl 111th a 

neighbor, Seth eol:.lirlll.1 The Cba11>11ns were 11..S.ng at the "Four Corner•• " 

nau- _WlU1-n<td.o. Comieotiout, 1n a bouae that had been 1'1D4 owr ti-a a 

ahop. 2 'though only ten yeara ot t.?, "O. P. • wll remembered the clisouaa1ona 

that led to hia, 1-.v1ng tbo tamJ.11,'. 

I diatillotlf ~eo-all one thing that wae in Jff!f mi~ ,rho11 the 
-.t:ter 1:>t going to liw with Ur. Johuon came up, a.lid I think 
it had acnaething to do with ?!'t¥ deoiaion to go from ho.me . I felt 
keenl7 ou:r etr&itened 01roum1tuoe1, am lcnw- fath&r needed &wry 
oent his ohild1'4tn could 'bring home to hia. I thought if I wnt 
to Ur. Johuoxtl /iio7 1t·Jllight ~ I oould earn a tff pennl•• 
a.rid haw thel!l a.if:ii own. l knew !Jr. Johnson pa.Heel the houe 
SOl!l8tiJ!lea go1sig to WilU.-.ntic1 abd in talking with h1D he 
promised to taklt me /_to 1Jilllmant1.!i7, now and then, and thie 
.appeared to me to be a tine thing a.a when we paaaed our h0-~e 
I ooul.Q leave ten oente there ao father wou1d h&ve the use of 
1t •••• ·to 11toet JIWJd• thie •Y a.ppea.r to be a very little 
utter •. • but 1. th1nk those who know me, am '1111 method ot 
d-o1ng thi0ga. ld.ll readily admit I am givgn to a oai-e tor 
little thinga. looking a.tteJ" the details . 

Tbe JQbneon tardly •• not lf.rge- huaband. '111:te, a.na tw.> e-1.l obi.1• 

dnn, girl and boy. Hr. Johnuon -.a often toTOecl to take ,rork awa.y f'r'Olll 

l Ibid •• P• a_. 
- . • * 

2 
Ibid •• P• I . - • 

3Ib'U •• PP• 4- 6. •o. P. tt wa• De'ftt!" &blo to leave ten oent, . What 
mo~ ru,9J18;0agecl to ea'ft .h$ kept 1n the pocket ot hie Sunday trouer•• and 
the Jlloniy •• sai•••d one de.y after Vr• • John.Ion had taken the olothee tor 
1ae?¥11ng. •o. P. • had 1d.ethe4 tor a pocket 10:111'e1 the money waa to be uaed 
~or that p-urpoae. Re Mid notb.ing about the loea, but real.bed that •the 
prospect1-vv Jm1f& went glimering.• 
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home e.nd aomeoao wae nooded to wrk arouni! the to.rm. "I tll\8 wUlbg to 

go ,d. th Mr. Johnson,," "O.. l'. " wrote later •1 He •• not bound ovor ae 

hia ol dest brothel' AndNnr md been. but it we.a agreed that "o. P. " ~uld 

atay on until he Wll8 sixteen it the e.rra.nge.menii proved aa.tS.stactory. 2 

l •• to be wll ted am olothe4., am allo-4 to go to aohool 
whi.oh 1n thoee daya ••· the one term winter •obool bcgilling '".ra107 
about Thawcsglvi»g e.M olo■ing in the Spring for time to beg1°n""' 
the work on the fvm. fh•N> •s in some diatr1cta a sUDQer 
eoho<>l, l:>\\t 1 -vtal$ not t'u go to it. I was to be treated 'Wi,11 
in all reopeots a.a a member of hie lftr• JobJJJson.• 17 fud.17. On 
my part I ril to work faithf'ully- e.s m.y- age. hoall'h, and et?-ength 
would allow. 

The at&J o.t the Joh.neon' a be,;a.n. pll• and the me=ory ot his til"•t 

meal ... not dimme4 bf the paaaing ot ~'hr aewn de~o•• 

It was a. pleaaant dA;y on whtoh Mr. Jolmaon to-0k u ~ his 
h®lt . It •• Wore 210on wi•n ..,. uri VMJ a.ad u he n11 aniioua 
to get into the tield w soon had a lU110h o;,

4
a dinner ••• • 

We bad !!!,-apple pie. , • • What good luokl 

lthen he looked baok upo11 h!s 11to at, the Johnson tarJa. "o. P. 11 felt 

the experienoe had been 11'0~l e . The ,rork •• hal-d1 the yo~ boy 

endured the pain ot sore muaolee am bliatera. il•o., Urs . Johnson left 

muoh to be desired aa a 0 oubatitute• mother. On the other ham, chol"iJit 

-.a the lot of nearly awry boy, &ad aertainl.y 1n O.P.•e" oue l oaming 

l 
I Jd.d~, p~ 1 ! ' 

2Ib1~., P• a. -
Sibid., pp. S-9. I haft no reaorda coDOe,:-ning •o. P.• a" height or 

weight at thi• time. Ilow'tM'.,. he -.a ftJ'Y likely sD\11 tor hie age. 
Further, tbia •• to be hla .f1ret work other than bouaehold ohorea. . .. . . 

4lb14., PP• lS-14. "o. P. " note, that by no1.?1"1:.»mbers ot bia twly 
he -.,"'"o'lien ce.lle4 •pte- boy, • thou'1i •1 aeldom ea.ti but Ol:l8 ,P1ooe e.t e. 
mee.1 . • 



l on 'b t learned ly. then, too, OU.v-er 

probably h to t t . Johnson' than h uld he: bad at h 

with hi ownt pi t any te . 

nth Jolmao deoicl to 0 8 edis noe e.119¥ to D&Wf II 

Oliver' father thought it be t t :t 110. P. " r; turn ho , though would 

·re ill th the Johwton un.iiil eohool olos a. Only during t tim be en 

thi d . oidon Xld the close of aohool di "o. P. " teal t t the J.ohnaOlll 

negleote , to~ "this di ppo1nte and diaplea.aed t JohnAJona,. a 

lo t in ,r at in 

Aft r thi lo sot 1Dter at• o. f ,." felt the burden ot h1 position 

than var botore. Y 

ei¢.tloant n 1ghed &a.ins the ood. For Oliver C a 

wid -e.waice young boy 

the jolm$on he tound 

ban exo llent O'rb a.m dun his tay w1 th 

y important guid. 11 a for hi Ute, i'tt tive 

intluenoe which eoisi ly r ine wtt~ h1 oonsoiou nea - 1 n 

t t aotad to to 

At the John,c, •· o. p,. " h hi tirat expex-l.eno with rd liquor. 

A h r ombere 1 

• Jo neighbor II nd liJ:il old , I 
w1 th r th.ering up the - good hay, 

in the t't rnoon11 and 1t very • I had been to a. oi<ler 
U , not far a•y, for they wru1'ted oider br :y. t .. old . 

1lbid •• p. 56 . o. P.• • ta.t r re . let 
"o• P.'W"'go to ·th · Johnson• • !rhe Johnson id t:1ma; 

on ·.roit "o. P.' a• r turn h • The Johnsona. qulte ly. 
toT •o. P. " 119, a good. rker, wi ed him to I · on with 
th J bneon "diaappoin nt. • -o. ·p. " ntio . ewhat harehor tr t • 

nt and o a.bout h! t od. 



' l 
I j 

f / 
I 

a hing abou trokG o.nd • t dl-ink 'b b '1 
otion. I SCl!Il& t OJ but I I" . • 

T -•"""6 o w overc by th they 
t _ to k& .a <lrinkJ And :11J.trying t do 1 I ly 
atr end they l t alo • 

oall • the 1' sult again i.mplea • 
n li . nt to • . -Johnaona /iJilth 'oid :r p1 tchff usuall7 

o~ th! table a..t t e dinner. One de. ••• I d • a. few _ or 
11 • of older than a le.es during th m al.J am wh n 

W8l t out to rk, and on t ny to th barn,. l stumbl tew 
t e • • Johneon noti it, and told bi little boy, o 

lo th i to h 'Which he 4i<l . Again I gge d 
which ple~lad: hilu. I bad taken too muoh o- der \'lhioh be-... 
o d . 

Th.Us .; oven a bely, Olive deoided tha:t liquor 

toniti d ter by re:U,{Siou bell f • 

drank ats-ong liquor oiderJ u ll 

e.nd e joyed suck. .t c er tbl"ough 

r few, ror the n lgbbor boye, U. 

o V1 it;, and he 

Jo 

It 

n' young oho •boy f'oum n illdi v.l.d 1 def n1 tio ot o:r l 

&. d titd. ti t. t ?" ine oona nt throu bout h1 11 • 

deJnPnd11\g defU,..tion. 

A.a o. P. " later f o lleda 

I did an thi~ I v, 
in a tr e, hung on 1 ts l 

be n a ham d of •••• 
hea and to l 4 around. 

2tbi ._., PP• ~ 32. or third, :nd quall7 UM ti ~ tory, 
lenc th liquo:r e a.hop, 27• 

3l'bid •• P• -82, -

t 

pl yed 
1 

,, 

in 



thua engaged the boy lost a k:n1fe f'l"om hie pooket. Re -.nit 
e:n:y before mtss1n.g it. I pioked it up e.Dd Jee.pt it. He cMe 
'be.ok U't&r it, •• I dented kilowing about 1 t . lie ent e.•y 
age.in evidentl y w,'b aat1afi-ed. Age.in ho oeme,, bringing another 
boy with him belimng be ha4 loat ~ knit• undc-r tlw tNe,-
ru:\tl I had town• and kept it. 

I bad seoretJ.¥ disfigured tt11 e:ven goi~ so fe.r aa to 
break a bJ.ade ln it. In the aot ot doing it I bad out lliy'lelt. 
! tin6lly &~ him the knife, he pressed me t1J be.rd and 
tbrftten.ed6 hopi ng all the t1nie he nor hta tnem wuld re"°o-g• 
nir.e 1.tJ but he did and took it J and they went &'fl&:3' with no 
lo-veto~ the boy ~t Johns~n•a. l . 

Oliver had, a.e it _118r &, chopped hia first chenoy tree. lih1le, ~ ­

l ike Wa.ehir:igton, •o. P. " did no"t confess imecliat&ly~ once waa enough. 

and it we.a deoide4 • 

!hi$ to lie 11 bad enough, buii ~ lio i$ 1JOrae. lo th1nk aey, 
itokednesa,. no matter ,mat oOllllll,A'iirment ie afteo'ted, ia e. vio­
lation ot 1 t , but to do ,!-1 lt 't;o oreate t.n objec,ti w al tuatlon 
With p-osa1bili t ioa of'lumii to . a mul. ti tu.de ot 1l.lMoent1 as in 
the oaae ot a tire., or murde-r. 2 

It-., d.uri:ng the hAying of & neighbor' s msadow that "o. P." tirat 

diecovONd it p&i.d one to l ook after the detail.a·. that "it is little 

thill{;a~ things ot the, paa•ing tuomontt T!Moh make an 5.mpra.Beton. •8 

Oli'ffr Cbamp11n, thQ -.11, 111&e not ~ne to le&w thillga u:mSono or pooi-ly 

done t 'llhile a'h tb,e Johnson• a "o. P. 11 the boy leal"ned to rake around his 

teet. 

1~~• pp~ 47-69. See also p. 6., n . s. 
2lbid •• pp. •9• 50• - . . 
3lbid •• P• 6. See a.leo P• 3. ~. • • I think those who kriew 111e. 

and ~,ii;iho4 of doing things, will :teadily odm1t I am given to a. ()al"9 

tor little things, l ook~ after the detail • •" 



giwn . to ho 

al OD{; 8. j of wor ·• 

urpris 4 Jlh,&u e ntuflled, ttlli he , to find ~t lt • ._. not t noon, 

• Johxulon had tho ght t . atattt would talc t e :tt 

• John n 

field pra1 e t yo boy. 

d! U .ghte ·1 

t toll d 

I a to • _-:y _ holp r • up the , and • 
pa.y it I woul d. • • • I • Jtwn rake ple.ce ll 
th.• en e.nd • tart ed rat,Jd.llg ie • I li01f l'eeal.l my feel11:1g e.s 
l leoke • • ollo"ld.ng e . I thought it• · a 
little unt'air O Pllt . little boy 
e.h . d o rently. pu hing on, for 

bad . . _ nd ~eat\ I but i 
. ,. tot- · t gh at and t o,r 

tl1 lea1a tor g~ t fol l • tQ 
1'~>11 • win4ro o on to the on until the wl.Ddr 

e 1 nough t • to ka . 
ti en -- would cry out , ' 

• Ul" for I 1111.s urged on aia · · e 
o the lot15 B,J .a.nd what l left the 

t li" t • ot 11 as intend : ulf. 
be • inc . ot:dtion, ' Ra a.rotmd yolll" · ha 
o n rung 1n·F l ha b&en inelined to do ftl e 
pt o . of ork. 

One other :bao!.dent that oouned at the Jo on t 

old ~ aid • f 'the dark. n he had ooo 
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the strange objeote tanoied I sa.w 1.u at=ps and along the old .U. ,rl. 

be•fcrgotten rem,rk DB ' lfewr look behim you 1ilen you hee:.r wioee,, but 

keep •tn.ight aheat\41 '-n
2 Though 1 t took so.me ts.mo to break ott the old 

habit• "o, P. " followed Ur. Johnson• a advioe and found that 1 t "°!1::ed 11ell, 

"The t>ld ho.bit bub illci-easei the euapicion you wer& being pursued, ttS 

In later yoaril 'flhen he beorune a m&11, Oli"'9r l>e:rt"y Chelnplin had a 

atrong oonvlotion aga.!not the dS'Ulking ot liqUOl'l he. ma al.so a I:UW who1a 

word oould be retied upoll, Most alw.ye, 1;he "hay" a:,r-oulld bis teat •• 

kept ra.b-d, th& Yitldro'lr9 nea'b, Finally, by -retqaing to listen to S..ginu-:, 

noi•e• • by hi4 detend.~tion 'be, "keop straight ahoad, " he 1IILB to gain a 

repute.hion tor ooure...g19. These obar8,oter••oecla .-en J?lantecl ,men he •• 

ten years old• "b1ta oi' leawn dropped in.to the 111eal." 



1). 

CBAHER lI 

EllWA!ZOB 

fffl> day b tore L1ncoln1 el otioh to th Presidency., 01 r Oha.mplin' .e 

firtt jourJ:11.\l 'begi 1 1 ha thi d y • bU.o ll 

:ber 4,. 1860, rep 

_ po ___ · :t ttver - e tn_ .a litetime of • ary keep!.11g. It , A da;y :oe • r 

forgo .n. 

the 

g;r :t; ea.l ·ot r • so aohool., and an e . r•iJi<Jr ing 1nt rest in U.gton, 

~k tane , ly 
a,, ill thi, • otton _ i"e.otol"f • !hare - WOl" d aU 

1ong IS r day. ln wihto7 -tr ti "'I o' oloo in the JUOJ'Jl• 
i~ until halt' pa.it wn in the nem.zig. • • • 
t~ z-&areM:ion• l"' .tor #~ng,._ hi _ 

dee,ply e&rit.U.12' 8Sl.d r ligtoue fuiea. . ow i oou14 go to 
dhl -oh and: unde.y School right along~ I s wey ilnpi-es bl 
r.io7 to roli oua in.flu mo • Finally.. er~ onths, I 
pu°b1'1oly atood up tor J u l and 1n due i2 , at t · of 

e· nteen., joined the Oo . gational Churoh in • Wtor p ing•• 
oonn.2 . 

nd 

Alexi • Ide . ., , boce.me it:1:tei- • te ill "O., 1 . • nd ill l ter ye e Oli r 

1 Journal Q . liver Pl rey Champlin, ovember 41 1860-•S ptem- .:r 14, 18SO, 
P• 1 (Nov, 4. 1860) . 

~ - . .. 



'• 
~led at his g ocl ,te1ttun,h •oA! P~ ~ told )J)C&tor Ide -of' bi boyiab. long• 

ing, tha.t h 'fflUlted to be a minta~r.1 ae~r•~ ~de ae.w 'that the desire 

_ ei~ere and t e.b&u'b to h&lp., H told 90. P. " to be ol good courage!, 

tct 11tt' Go4 ant# yctu in th, .m1Jli try he will. tint a way to put you there . n2 

But Al 
~ide -• OM& he _ id to Oll~7, •~•t in God al'J4 ~ to m • • qui:otlf 

e&ding, °tou boJr whe.t I m ab. 18 Sol' onoe a "! k ~ • ,. " rit to tb tudy 

bt tho pe.J"aoms _ tuld :t•cite<l hi l•eao111 to Mr• ~"• ~le., J&-.e-reml 

td aoug)it e.n . du«>atielnal opp()nun1ty for Oliwr., 4 

Finally tru, oppo~tuJlity ~. 

'then ,__, tamily _ ehoQ-l u Auburn4e:.l~. 1n th.a t . or Newtoh. 
ten· 1111ea • th1a , ·1d //ou"c]y ot Boeton., \Vhieh •a m pt by • 
R(l"f'• J . E♦. • odhJ'sidge, ir.l.nd cl-e~a.,n. Hi ono ha.d l'eoeat ... 
ly gone to tb; wv. , Re -~ in tteo~ o yo\Ulf: • n to live 111 h1 
b,oJne o char• -~ tiw li:ttl mrk he 1-1 ·~• ~den t, a.tld • 
turnt iheJ" of lld.lk to a twc, ao:l.ghboJ'a.. tuoh , one he woulu gi"W 
his o:hoollng and bou-4. 5 • 

1'l.A.utc. /' p. 'I . a verem ?de th..e grand on r,f Nath&Aa l. Emmom, 
~ o:U li'ede~aU.et • o~pt1om-,.li t of F?-anlt;lln, • aaphusette, Enmton11 
• o• t the o~.nsei"'d.tl'Wi Con~g tio.ne-1 leader • Bia grandson, Al.ex! , 
appear _· c,re lib~l. • 

2 
tbid. 
~ 
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Olivet' Ohmn,PU.n had a. long way t.o go. llie tol"t'llll aehoollng UlO'\lnted 

to ve~ little . !le 'bad .a-bteu!ed sohool while &t the Jolu.1$on' • • but •s 

not an exo-ept1~:o,o.l atudent, thotlgh he d1d Yin 'a 11ttlo book, a F&lld:a" tor 

good -.>:rk clone -.•1 lUs work "'1th Reverend Id• ne 1a iio •Y regul~,, aand• 

-m.oh&d as 1~ wa.s betwee.n lo12g hours a.t the mil l 0-lld ~ hour• ape.nt 1n 

c-hurtth work. 

Bwn. more tha.rl hie le.ok of t'onnal $iuoat1on, •o. P.," wo"'te<1 offJ:" 't1-

rea.c:rt1on of !do fe.t!Mir to tho ;propas al that he: lea:w ho.Jne t1> further h.i.a 

ed.uoa.tio)l,. Though ieverelld Ide promised to supply h1m with olothing and 

money tor aml.). e-:rponaes, "O. P. " kno,1r ttat his :tather• a oonse_nt _. "e. 

stoxie which luid to be ,tolled a119.71 a?ld i1l woul4 dama.nd more- than hUIIIII.U 

atr•ngth. •2 

uit ..,,ould de:naltd more i.ha.n human atre~h. " tor "o. 1 .. •s 11 lather, . . 
Chrlatophn'. had te.i1Qd 1n hoalth and ffll.l unable at that time to work. 

!here 'fiON only ~ee Ohampllh 1:'o~ at home,· Ge:orge IUid Aadtow were t"ight­

ing for the UnlQn•' lfithtnrb •o. P. • only two sons would be lef't to, pl'"ovld& 

f~ the fllutly, ·a.nd e.n ~&.dy diffioul t . ei 'tua:tdon wtn.tld be madg 'fflU'89• 

tto . P. 11 •• ton between bis do.eire to beQome a mlniat&i- ani his f'eellng­

perha.p• guilt-that b& ahould remain a.t ~ . Re t'el'b .-ur-e that in 9.XJ.¥ 

case h11 father would den, him pe1'm1as!.011 to lea""Ve. Later, he wroto and 

CQATayed •cn:nethiru; ot the atl"a,in o.na \Ut.OertaiAt;y he- f°e:tt at the tilne t 

1•ten ~ear ~k:e~oh. " P• 69. 

2ftJ.uto., 111 p. a. 
J11e1t11ori "bJ'othor retvnod home t r .-n the War. A.Xldrew clied ft-Oil 

cU.aoaae axid Ooorp \'lS.ecl while • rei.u.rning home troll Andera.ouv.!.Ue Pri,so.x,.. 
See the Champlin Sc,-pbook1 P•- 6• 
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Consent gent d, o. P. " e of£ tor Auburndale, . ssaoh: . tt,a,, 
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l 
lceoping tho ,rood box full . Aleo, •o . P. tt worked regul.Arly for the i::ieighbora . 

Aaide from this he .a placed in charge or the young 112en during tb&ir 

evening etud~ hour, . Thus, apparently with jliWtifi<1ation. 110. P. " felt the.t 

11atter a -.bile I wa1 in oharge -ot abo'Qt eweyth111g • .-2 

Finally, with the help of ReveJ'end U• a.Xld Reverend Shall Barding• 

who had eeen that Ollwr-.. -,rkirlg too nruoh to reooiw the nooeaaary 

preparat~n. No . P. " eeolll"ed a po!it~on ai; l'liohob Aoadeaiy in D\¥1ley, ua,,a-
3 

ohu.sotta. Thore e.ga.in, wrote _ "o. P. " ''T vaa ohoreman oi- boy, but bad all 

the aohool hours at my. oomrnam • 'h'o yea.re and a half more and I . wa.s pre­

pe.rod. to enter oollege. n-4 

In a diaowsaion with Rewrend Ide, "o. P. n decided that, la.oldng the 

tunds needed to entel' Yale or Amherat, be would hA't9 to attend 011& ot the 

tbeologi.oal aeminer1ea. Ho -.rited eapeoially to work in the Weat, and when 

Rewrem Ide aai~, ,.!bey do say they Will take a me..n at Ch1oa&0 who ia not 

6 
so well quali~~ am make acaething ot him, • "!bat ae~led the 'llhole 

matter and _ ••• I entered the Ohioago SGinaey 1n 1867. " 
6 

"o. P. " -.a as ,roll prepa.red as he oould be with little monoy f.nd muoh 

1 
Ibid. - -

2Ib1d. I have foum none ot ur . Champl in•• school records. The 
Woodbridge Bohool no longor orl.te, while Wiohols Aoad8Jl1Y• tho nexb 
echool attended by "O• P. w kopt llO reoords. The records of th& Chicago 
Thoolo&io~ Se~n~ ,-en-t up in sm.ok:e- 1!.terall.y--in tho Chica.go Fire. 

s 
Ibid •• P• 11. - -

4
Ibid. - ~ 

5Ibid •• P• l2. tto. P. • did wish to go into the Weut. tater , a.ttor 
a vaoat!on_ 1n the But, he again ohooeeo to go West •. 

6Ibid. -
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1 

to meet their finano;tal Pbllgc.tiQna., 

l f 

Dur1Jl6 the Junior year the cour» of study in the Lecture term con ... 

sieted of l ec-tutes Md reoi tation periods i.n R&bNtY a?:ld Gr~ek,, Method,& 

8ild Helps of 81bl1oal Study~ SotU"Qes am Results o~ !fttu&l Orltioism• 

along ,nth a geD&:ral study of' sor lptural doetr.5.nea. Th~ !u3ading te:m • • 

dewted 'ho the study of b1'b!ieel. itteerpreta.tion (Fe.irkim• e llemen&u.ti..oal 
, ·f T 

l!anaal) , aJXl to continued reading in Greek and Hebl-ew. 2 

ho ~nati.ona• open to the publlo. 1JOl"G held eo.oh yea.rJ ono cowred 

the ini,.terl.al of the Leo-ture tarm,, the other tested tho student' s grup of 

tho ROMing tem aesigments. the ?liddl e Yee.i- as la..rgely a oontlnu&tiO.l1 

of the fb"st. or Ju7:11or,, -par, ho'W8wr, oout1et f.n Church Bittto-ry aJ:2d 

Rhetorio wer e added. the Som.or year gave omphaaa to tho study and de­

sign of H<>i:111.etioa {qermona) together with indi ~dual presenta.~ons end 

ori.t'ioi aia. Locturee bn Eoole•1utioa.1 H1at OJ'1 wre coJ.1tinued. .Fintdl r ,, 

the Soni.or olaae memoors 1'18:ff req'11Ntd to p1.1,a, i n addition to, their ••• 

e.tm.Ual. teat8,. e. final eompi-ehe~i 'W e:iaurd;nat1on owr the ontu-e the()10g,i(J$}. 

oourse. 
3 

c-anvaBS.ed tor books., m, ws asked c.Xld accepted the inv! tt\tion to pros.oh 

i n a vacant ohuroh ill th$ Caledonia. townahip. This firs~ ~$.tion r.ork 

brought him i nto oontaot with e. Dr . J~nga, who-,. aci tto . P •. " kne1r • ._, 

noted. theNebotrt eui an infidel . •4 flut Chs.mplin -ir&ftlcne must ha.'W 'been 



wll reoe1ved1 tor when he returned to the Send.nary, 110. P." began to 

reoei ve lettei,1 trolll the "ini'idel" Dr'• Jennings. "Re 1aid :i. had been 

illpre11ed with Tlf1 tairneee in the pulpitJ a.a:1. &.1 I •• a oollege man. 

he thought I oould he·lp him. •1 

18 

Corre,pondeMe with Dr. Jennings pre,ented "o. P." with a. great ob&l• 
. . 

lenga. Ho •a &.ble to drive Dr. Jenning• from eoJQG ot hl,s poaitione «Ln4 

re~t that he had met tha others ill a stand-oft. But it •• not ••Y• al1d 

"O. P • ., later ,..rote the.'b "ma.ey time• he drove me a.ht>•t 'to de•perationa 

And I Wied to po.ca the room studying ho,, t o auwr bJ.m. •2 Oiftioult e.nd. 

t~• ~onaumf.:ng though it 1m•, the exohe.nge or let'tCra •s ftl"thwhi.le. 

•o. P." later reali&ecl ite T&lue when he 11rote that "In 1lf1' nry t1n11 

paatonte the dieoipline of that oorre■pon\enoe •8 -ney helptul in meet­

i11g oerte.1n £oma or soaptio1e among a olaH of young JlltJn. It hit.a 'been 

of ua t o me all through my l'!lird.str](• •~ 

In his la.at &'tllllllar va.cat1on •o. P." again fllle4 sewral Sunda.7 

appointments. t.nd thia , coupled with his other pa:rt time exp.erienoea 

gained him plao«rnent tor the Senior ye&r in the Congregational pulpit a:t 

Wayne Center. IlUnoi•• ~., ••• 10 tar u he lmew, ~he only student in 

the Seminary eo fortuna.te.4 fhe year pe.eaed mttly. 

1tb1d., p. 14. 110. P." ,mote baok 1mm~4ie.tely, and among other thinga 
"bad to t&~l him t we.a not a ool1oge :l!:1f.\ll•" 

2 
Ib1dtt P• 15• - . 

3lbtd. 
- · 
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Y , o. P. Champlin • in4eed fortW1a.te.- e.zil on • . uatJ.o_n da_y ~ 

tb.olJ.ghts am UlPJ'B s10l2S ffl>Uld ~ ' filter.- ~qh 111 · - bl. Bia "'boyiah 

nearly real11ecU o. P. n 

O~oagc;, • . a long way trom Four Cornerc,, · Conneoticut1 bet.en~ there 

'119N ~ books all4 man.y blia>teJ11a • nv early mo:rrd..ngs,. ma.n.y late night1;, 

Md •~ mil&•• 



lll 

A turn mm tor c ptur~ tho fle."10l' ot n er t h :t; i 
near enough. to b thought f . liu nd not yet h.r nou 
a • y to • t'\llly un ~r too • it i ll to think or 1'lUU1 
'lho . no other . ater tm:w. lu. God. 

" oomtaision .{jji/ . . to iJ'!lnOunta Cent -r in• --·--J,y 

~oty, and v.lcini~• ".a Oliver Pe'I.T'y ~U.n ao pt hie eOtll.­

exo:ited . H w:t hed to remo.tn i.n the et. and. 

to ota he ha.4. pe Ft 

Fe.i 4unt in 1870 u:rrounded by f t"ti p - ·tie . 

20 

J1I Jlf a.n ,, t o nt r of tlir chains 

of • _ 1 l" n north a.ad aouth. 

, r · turned to • -ii' I - ho · s , 'bh: 

.o£- on ~-r ~n., a 
• 1871) . 

4".Auto •• -.. P.• 1 • • 

ttl r o . 

or 
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. aXld Fe.irmount •a deowod the oounty Ge«Lt. By 1870 1119,ny o'f the problEIIDI 

or 1~ttl~nt wen, overcome, the Indian, wen eubd®d.J JllQ.Oh o~ th& wil-4 

g&?Qe ~ bee1:1 killed& euba~ti~l porli1ons of ~ho i'oJ'eri land had been 

loveled.1 A m.onth betor$ tto. P," arrl:v&d to begin hie: rust pa.Jrbonte the 

county had beexi deao-ribed by a \IQlflan as a "JAnd ot log oabina and liberty., 

of re.gge4 •n. d~ ebil.dr~n, aru'l or ·o~'kod ~n, but also the l8m 

ot broa~ a.~raa. bright hopes, cd better he"1th.•2 

"O., P·. •&11 oirou.i'b, e.11 &i10'1Uld1 -.s abc)ut t-mmty Jldl-os, e.nd it ffl>\U4 

be. Gdll8 tiJne beta" tho yo~ preacher lnNld 'be abl" to e.tf'ord a horse. 

lrorae or no, the witmei- ant1wa often ot>"9re~ tho t.V)arl.1 ~11~1texxt roads. 

The drifts weto- ~~n deep, the going ~~•• But, i:here \l.'9r& difficrultf.e.• 

other than tho$6 of .oU-te and terrain. 

The a~ent ot the ao-ngoge.t1on wi'thin th$ orgard.~a'tional at:-ucture 

of the C~ngre-gationa.1 emu-oh m.s euch that .n-oui time to tin,;& power strusglea 

QCGUJTQ.Q_. ~ ohurcll mem'ben ele~ted their o,m Of!i.oio.lG, ••t tbe1J" 0'91,ll 

pol.ioies_. aooepwd or rejected th&1r own mini.et-era. Doacona 11ere oloetG4 

to SEJMQ with the pt\etor in ,pi~itua.1 m1n1,trattons1 . t,ruDte,Q 1tDN> rJapon• 

eible for the fillamial adininiatre.tlon of tho church-. Added to these 

offlQifJ.l.tJ: WeN V&t'iO~ oQl!Jliittsea. • olert~ a trea.aver, Q.!24 e. ~oh 

sohool auper!ttte.ndent. W-ithiu thia demooro.tic otruoture there •s often 
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~o'W3d o-Wit of the tnt'luential Qttiqia.ls. ot factions within the <:ongtega• 

ti~'Ul• F-<>.- the ld.ni&to:r- tc aide lliitb. e1th&:i ~ ill• div1sten ct 9Pim.on 

-.. l\fl 1n'ri..t4t1on to, ~~s. tor ~ngth. "apao.Wty tn rwall e,ontio'J' 

ch'UJ"ch8s. lay i:a un;.11y,. ~ . there •• al11&f3 t ,hEr poadbility that WI& 

i'@tlon aigh~ 'Cii'i,hdra'W b~ the· church and e~ok union vlth dnothet 
l 

4eu~'bipn. 

f(>ung I¾.E>ftl'end ~liJ1 3i:nmT :C>f tl»IJ$ i,roblems when he accep~d bl• 

~sion to ,,_imount. Cel:lter Cha.in~ am l'!avu-ly, and vicinity ... tf ~heH 

i~ ~ Jll$?J.ti-C)l ot lto.,. T)e.v.J.d 1-'Mr-eau in the pape-5 .of Oti-mJ" O~n. aut __.­

o. P. -Ohampli~ w®ld· haw n.~4 with tiut CoJl(Jor d: ~eel'.ldente.U,11t fl.~ to 

tho ts~~ ajJd tht; t1nal •~ of th~ '1najol.'1i:y t>t om~ pr~<fiple~ Wlth . . 

-ot throe-i-aer.m-c,n-Sunday:s, .. bis ~ yean, _ ot aol1ia.ry oil"Oni1r trek.a, hlt end..;. 

loss-. JY.Ot. al:-,~ r~!.-ng,. "V$-B1to:tt-e~. 

In his autl>biogz,,aphic,al sk$toh ~o. P. " . JIM.to• @.ly of th$ dirlio~).ty· 

of the 19'.Qr!t in Jlu-til). Count.y1 IU,xmttiiH>t-.. !ut perhape tho aarty -.,~k: lo~ 

e& sd9 haa.viw $ll4 tber&fo1/'8 more, di:f't:1.oult bJ the rlgorB of c.ou.t-t,th1p.-
~ .. .. . " 

the ten m:ls :round trip to tho south. For Ur. a.ntl ~a• a. · a. J{o.1,m~r, 111904 

3 Amb,011 Uta, AMolettio RQ.lma1 v,¢9, tl\.$11' d•~~"· • 

ttt,ettie6 Holmes is. 1'1:rs~ mentia!).~ l>y "'Ch P. • .111 Ml:'! dia,w on i1UJJ.t> 7,. . -
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te te by o . Y. Li nae> for s ':1,t lili/ and tt ey beo u o 

ahe puni bod , b y S.n school . rt~l beg • "l T:he ahool.-mLrm s 

not guilty, but 01 -r a plin1 
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• 

ver, a,r -0thor Vici s to ss olz:l~ • o. P. " vi .. t d 

r t the ohoo1 bOUQ 1 t :rt moon w.d nt • i'r • :l.dg t that 

ni • ting r.. left _t the 

l 
Jour~11 f• 23 (J e 7, 171) . 

2 
Ibid., PP• 28 (June 11• 20• 1871) • 
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house Alo~. llad.e: b.er an ofhr of marri~. • •o. P." had al.Hady :mad• a 

pa,ment QJ'l a. lot 1n townJ ho mt "olltt.4ont. But ttLetUo" •r'°1ee4. h•• 

~• 19 prerogaU ,m and bad, what e.ppeare to b& a -eha_ngo, of heart-. tlir "she 
- ' 

o:f'h,e.d m.f!Ubei-lct1$a l'xouse•• n 8.lld. tto. »." ttp.w b3Jt su months to «>~dot' 
. l . . 

the ta tte.r ., " "'O, P, '- r~tu,-ne~ to ht1nu>uni1 tha.t- m.~ ~ no-ted the nm 
4ay tl!At he •• •Jl'Dt wry 'm8ll.n2 

Sh&rf::ly-l! ~s-& Ho.lntes aent ._ uote' ot ~~eoti~tt._ All. hbe~.. waa noi; 

l.oat, and .. o. P. Jf ~tned opt11!11st!o,, 'rhQ ~~idgea f«v<>.Nd tlta Dlrrl•ge 

~ pr,ob!lblt ~~ed. JtOmf.t press• upon, tu.,s Uo'lliea, 'hh♦ir ~le.ti- and 

heuoe gQ$n. _ • Ab:l, i .t JltQt be ~emllered, ~e., ._, not It.the onl.J pobble 

.on the 'bes.oh."' 

lti(JS Ha'Vtl¼; th$ ough~~ ot a ~fOJUl!>?' at~ Chicago 'T~olet¢()al, 

s«r:atne.r,, ha4 b&tJm a QOrrespolid,e~ 'I'd.th Oliwt 0.11 July s. the ~ bet~ 
. ·a. • • 

the reje9'bed proposa.1 'to "L&.ttte• H•lm-,. 1ro • .P,. tt ~ Miss Sawn he.4 

been, -engaged 'tlhile he attended the , S81lWl8.ry, bu'b W.aa lfe.wn, ~ f"eN"ed 

the hardlll)1pa that l•w.~bly·tell to th& 1d.f& et e. tr(>ntie,, ~J'ee.cher1 

broko off t® e~gmnent. !'his uohange of letters. OJ.)EJ'ned b,1 ma,_, Mawn. 

c.Dl!l ~bly $8c♦.ll4.ed by lettei,a ~ P.roft,&JJQ~ lie,-vQn, e-v!denidy air:led t0fflll'4 
' "' .. " 

$- reooMJ..&tr:a:t;.ion o~ Olivet ta ~oll~ propoaa.1. ' ~o. P. " th:ougnt beet 

to be •~~olPt.ttle /1JjJ/18 and in tld$ ate.t$ j~urn.eyod 'to ~•poU. 



fOl' a. well ecu-ned 'ftto-rt.t!on. 
l 

In Minn.eapol.ia he visited \'4th a .tri~nd t'l'Qln the seminary. e.nd eaw 

forin_ei- siq,erintenaent Ola.re of Nioh.ole Ac-adetU1 in Ua.ssa.chl:lsette. !here 

•• a fieb.i~ tri-p-no luok•...a.n4 thoN "8re to.lka w1th ohuroh SuporinteX!dent 

Riebar,d Hal.l. . Also,. 'bher.e 1auet M'"' ~en, fl di,eo~sion of bis prob~ ol 

tho h~, for he wa.e adVis~ by ur. Clal"kG .to ~ a 1'0'l'.Q!l.ll t>t JUOney a1 

we proaoheJ"a usually~ pe>or ·and kept poor. tta 

tho V&Q:&t-t~n oo.l?lo w an end~ and ti,., n.,t, tw months were buey with 

ohu:roh_ ac~S.v3;ty, ~ ~ia.g,> ques:ti~n t~~d ~c$ but not for­

gotten. tiith t.hs botimd~ o~ the new ye~, after insl>!oting his 1:ina..no~al 

posit<i .. on (a:f'tor tax.tta) , "o. P. • decided. t,o disi--egard Mr. ~• it advtoe. 

Thus~ on J~ry 9, 1872• h~ rode south to Amber f ·or e. vaa;t with the 

3-
Bo~~ t-.17. ?ho visii. '\'IQ,fl t. euooes•s it must haw been. On JC.J'lll8.ey' 16 

"<>. P, " noted ill his cU.ary, 1ta1ioa a.nd au, "Receiwd a. note tro11 litlsa 

H~W•i: ~~I'• 
.4 

. ~m dl.at tranc,pired the ne~ e~IJinG on& o«n bog1n to appreola~ 

,tto . l'•' • belief in Div.tne Prov.idence. 'It •s indeea quite an evem.ng. Re 

Went to AmbeJ:< o.nd spent the evening 'ffi th Mias ttolmos . Te.lkecl 
over the si tun.tion. Go.ff her oorNspoDdenoe with Yiss Raw11, 
and explaimd the aftair.. Engaged to be ma.rriod to W.os Holme•, 

Quee:r·moves art r.ade in the game of life. Was eng&5ed to 
:W.aa Bavon. She broke 1 t oft. lTas rojf1ote4 by Miss Bolm.eu . 

z Ibid., P• 33 (July 516 1871) . - • • 
3tbid. 1 p . 57 (J'8Jl'UN:'Y 9• 18?'Z}. Mrs. Holme• -.a the daughter ot 

a. Congroga.t1o13lll lnlni-.tel', Wld 'bbia -.y have been irnponai:l'b • .. ' 

lbi.d., p . 69 (Januu-y 15., 1872) . -



26 

wn r naw(Jt\ ,cQrre ,pond n .. _. th& matter 
. n t 11 es o • r ipeJlOd t m t i 

ol'O • with~ enge.. .. o nt. • 

fh• to~lcrel~ dA_y Ro r n4 C pl.ii~ :nqt n<>t veey 

Trell to • ~ • 2 Giwn tho ~- ,at of be -~ a da,- ld tt tation y 

r this a.ftenioon f:o:r: the p'Ul"'pt> e of gotting ' a.rried. 
t . YOAUl{; OU - of Almond Bbby, 
y • l . • , Ohu.bbs, • nd • 
• • • fine. l:w oom .. . eMbl • 

Rev. · -· E, o'Jtotlwr-tn• .. • , . · -th cere• 
lcl· to ll I d to "PV 

to a1 ount ffllG~ tooy co. d .into t 1r 

n. . hou. • On Ooto~~ .28,. l. 1.2. t iey d t, tr ir_t, 

' Ba.kod potat(Wa, w . 

· re hts 

pa 

l • to 

•111>!.4,~• P~• ss-eo (Janu ~ J.f!12) . 

2~1d.,,. p~ ,80 (January 11., ?2)" 

, :ri~ nt ti• . dol l .ue, . r>llg 
So . JoW'»al; p. 116 ( _pt®:i.be:r l.G:,. l 8'fe) ~ 

·l,'btd u P• l (s pt;qb r 18, 1872) • .......... 

tulatio _ . 



. ' 
,1 

~ • oape,. h aotad., •ro"r tJ;f, elf na th lior Qo, nl -- f~ t 

~Un : o , or~, rli .- n Jun • A &hopper tt ion tthom 
·e . . 

I -." orune the - n:l.ghil'. Finally, 'th , y, a, - . tho oJ.d. 

ta. . th 
5 

lUg himsclt . 

11.btti.. P• I · (] oh 11- 1873) . - • 

2tb1d~, pp. 16 • 70 (J 11, 18?3) . o. P. - iole fol' the 
inmlapolie t,:L· • • •. c.om rntng ~ uri o shoppe~ rid tho 

re,ult~ ·1.o.a,aa • • u11ty~ . ,i,eoie.lly • they ute·cted. the Englt h 
Qol,oli\i t !t s 'b Hit;Jne11P:o: . I ,~ibtUlG -~ 28:, 1873, jt a. and 
· y 8, 187♦, p·. ,2. 

'lhe- ah oolnn111-bs. YJV imt>ortaht 1n the 't'ble 
Oo1;;1nty. flloy vi--i: _ · •• "began on •tl'MJ:1T plan t n. 
Count¥ tbQ ~ ca~ rld.1' • fJ _ io 
{that • • • 1 l _ . _ ir n • bl . _ _ 9 et 
f the had. r EJlglNt@. lfftllii&,m the- E: • rrq 

:he4 he Qo 1i;se1f • 1~1<>na. And;. 1bhanb 
to t ~ mu:irvuut bl~odue,e _ County in t M-1 of 
18,6. -* •~:' ., , 1 . ca Sun$.[ . • . . . • D County, pp ._ 1: 13♦ 

JoUX'?lAl,· ,. 198 {!to, ~ as. 1871) ~ "'o. • • 
111&11 si# - t I ln tli"'-"u::.1-.A' • bo-:rrowec:l an a:uger drill !.n 
th e ,of/ tile •11• ud th. the tc • it~ 

i,ae. 1'l tr •-~ t'b Md pt a g,9-od tl.n. e> " 
I 
i 
I 

I 
I 



"HIS YOO • • • AND lllS BUBTBEN • • • • ' • 

I ., 
.. .. 

as 

!be Chmapllns remained. e.t Fa!.mount_ until Hay of. l.8!'• When the 

congregation vo'hed e.go.inet ff~i.J:dng hie S$M'le•1• no •. P. " vrote that he 
l • 

telt "~lievad of a. geat load. " tb& loc.,.l pa.per. <the Ball Nld. Cha.ta. 

ga.-1e hii,. a gi-e.oi~us Gand-orr , but 'Wlderneath the editori al as oppied 1ft. 
2 

his a()J:'apl>Qok "o. P, ct note.cl "fhe abo.,. 11 not to be ta.ken toe s&riol.llb°•• 

The paatorate ma "-tour yoara ot the bar~t k1m of ~rk in wry dia ... 
-8 

eounglng c1r-o-u:mstaince1 am oppoo1-tlon i'J"om tho etart ,.• and thfJ Champllu 

•re happy -t& leaw. Ih truth• some of tho church members wre glad to . ' ' 

see tho.tl io. Alao in truth; it mut be said 'tbl.~ Re-verend Cbamp~n bad 
4 

labo~ea i?ldustrt.oualy,i the ohurohos bad proepo:red Ull4er hie CN"e• 

•o. P. tt spent most -of J\Jl'le• 187'• in Glenooo, Uumesota., the &Qen,o 

ot ono tNmer' r, stay whil e he ,ve.a a. student a-t the sc,m1)la.r,f. But be •• 

not to romaln there, for aa ho no'betd, "As neazo e.a I. can £ind out X do not 
. . 

till t® bill. the oute!.dfl"a -t.'11nk I ea too ahoiSnt. want to kn.owr wlt¥ 1 

1
:tbtd. , PP• 218• 19 {March 26• 1874) . ln a. meeting mich •• atte:bded 

by onlya mnAll ~portion ot tM ohur'ob membership "<, . P. tt loa'b h1• 
poei tic:o. bf oJJe vote. He hrui oompletely e.l.iena.ted OM fsmilj- 'Wb.ioh waa 
"1/0r"f ud'luoi1-l:i.al.. .Ul hi.a . at~• a.~ J"econoi.U-a.t1on tai1e~. 

2scrap~ook# .Pl>• _lit•3. 

s•Anto. ,• P• 16. 
4•o. P. • ·-- ver'y highly praised by 1ihe sta.te Stiperin'tend$nt a.tld tho 

state Couno11. • 



4 not go " k to th Flc>od mt pres.ob bout it. •1 !th aQ uainta.nces 

olo 

9 for ot r pportunlt1 • 

tour ye ,, a n: in , 

but tb Ohampl , 

County. 

rl.y pil 

• 8't. at the dope.rtu:r . J 

ge to th t'i.eltta , e.nd R '9rend 

o .mplin no • in his jour • 

~d i~:l 
• 21 3, 

£ ll 4 th rk., ~Uenge, . uoo s , 

and , 

f 1cult o ., but dUTlng t pa to te the young muu ter d. ined exp 

• !96xperi nc t .t ed nd , 1D Sle py Ey • 

o g1 ve an insight ·nto the per o.nal"" 

i. tie of both 0. P., ._. and ome of hie ~on $ga.tion.. After g1irin th 

py ~ - e-ver~nd C)la.mpl.1n hurri · out t1!l4 rod • t ur 

wher n to g1 t . ru•at cold . 

1Journal • PP• 226-? ( '!I 6. 1874) . 

2:cbid 11, PP• 2~ .3 ( J ne 4,. 1874) • 
tto. P."ff""'="s cone14 red a c !l)Gtent and re poneibl w.ater . The n 
State Superint ndent, L. H,. Coo , uked n 'Ve.I" nd D .. aunt a.bout tto . P. " 
"Doe h . an~? Ha be got any e.bil1tyf I worth k. eping in 
th Sts.te?" Hunt nswer • Knew nough.. Rad ability enough tt>r any or 
the ohurohe n the Stat e.nd J"~h kaep!.t1g .," 

5'Jqurnal , P• 256 (Juni 20, 1874) . -o. P. '• 
r •. ot ge., 



so 

"S of the _way lt _ a dill oult to get tlu'ougll tll. . re.vin 

Ml or J. •o. P. • pu h on • last as po ble - • 

ohoolho ough~ t be.Te been 1n ioh erd:o • e1dJ b'b 

to aeen., .. 2 t to dc,'7 • uae'l 

aver 

t.ha.t 

l tlon place its 

a neft,t 1 a.s hel« f . ix peopl tt ml d,. "O • P •" bs.4 hoped to 114 

the n1ght in Burri.a •. b no i.Q'Vitat1QDa we ~ lld.ed. s • th pr aoher and , 

hi• jad 

la.te 

• ornitl.g. jour.n.eyed 

a 1 - el7 t1'1.Pt 

dark, oroa ooun J the ro" • lo · 1n t drift• of e • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
But I bave P7·"-_.IU.,iJQQ 

AM mU.e to o 'b f,o,re t 
-1 mile to .$0 before I 

C l! letter 

or re igne.tio:p. in 18'1,8 net: aaa pted, but tM tql1 Dg y 

C. p11 -.gain • <h Thi 

ll 

Tlw.r ~ ­
c; p11n. 

na • St. Peter_; 1 r:0. sf P• 6. 
ek tohe ffl' n by Re er ru\ 

O plia ~ 
l Soc1et,rJ eopia in- the o. P. 
ly -...•~- Dar .~ 

8Ioid: _, 
S:n,~ -· fo ne re po . dbl Oi" ' ll wuty of 

111 th1i""sl'tuat1ol1 would J:U:>t o appar _ :o.t 
uni Ted tbi • ion ewntual:1 

had a gtft: tor ament , and J: belle , 
of' h If1 ert , • 78 that "O. 

113 • .,. a. 1sss. 110. P." no a in hie • 
1n ho tbro-ugb wln4ow." It a p-1.ano. 



t did t tel 

tour ., 
• r pidly 

the da. ter. had ·n bor 1871. 

1 76, dJ.ed ot 2 

s "'"'"'""'· by £ 1.J 

!hue tt 

0 ri 

that he 

vill 

of:tio · l 

ohuroh. U: 

f 

looated 1n o 
fo • ill 

t OUI 
t . ti • 

,, P• 171. Thi quo tion 1 

• 

lo .. Oliver .Pe _ o 
~u o •• " PP• . ).7.-18. 

11n t 1 71, 

'T'l,Jd l ,,t;:;:,::;_. ' p . ' • 
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Z'k t 

1 -
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i 

OJ' i:r re • 

;bel, 

fir 'b , born in 

supply the Stafford• 

minister. 

the 
r 
r. l• 

no 

to 

C 11 '• 1 tt 



who had ee.rller 'b'oen driven out or the Statt,ordTille ohuroh by the ,same . . 
l 

taot1oMl etF1:t'e that "o. P. " ha.cl o~oomo. 

A letter from S\\PQrihtAtl.dent L . ff. Qol>b. 'dlo had 011oe aak:sd, "Has b& 

get e:ny abilii;y'P" helped to spur "o. ~•ff :t~d the, 1T«-et and aga.in_to Ii.in'! 

neaota. tt bogan, tt1 -want you ~ ~ • _And ~ soon as posalble\ Now 

yo~ a.ek •Where,•· AtJy '?Ace.noy in ~ ste.te . 1'1& will do our l~vel beat to 

ge-b you $800 1f you will come now. Say. Oome ,~ -
Tm Cha.mpllM spi,nt 1880 in tre.oy, lt!.rmeaota, and then mowd to Oleu­

•tor in the te.11 0£ 1881 ., 3 
A month la.tar troble6 their second son11 ae. 

born. ho years later-Albert Blmer, the third eon and last c,hild, arriwd.. 

These ~ 'b1tt~ ~gbl!.ght 8Jl othomse noarly unow~ttul et&.y b1 w.n, .. 

t:1.eeota.. As •o. P. " wrote, 

Th$ Clee..rn.t•J" oha.Jtge ~ a goqd 011,e.,, Church and co~ty 
kept in pleasant nlat1one ldth lll8 by oorre$poildenoe l ong 
after I left the.m. There•• l"hl.ly no aut£iGi&nt l"eAaon 
wb¥ I should haw lett them.,. thOugh I th011ght 1t bait for the 
chu:roh 'to ba"'8 t he l!;linistrat1ona 4t a different man.4 

The 1111niete,- and bie :tandly mo-ve.d to !tmnetsburg., Io-. on )lay 26, 1881. 

And th1.s pastorate was to be tilled. w1th ewnttul. days and not all"iaY'fi 

"p1eaeant relatiOM.~ 

!he pastorate at &u:tetsb'urg ea a. fighting one ~ start to 
finiah on e.ooount of the mi.oera'ble a.ntagom.am of a oerta.in 

2sore.p~ok, _P• 188. See P• 29, n. 2. 
3«.auto • ., " P• 21. 
4Ibid -· 



Uethodiet fa.otion which Qea.aed not to injure both the Ep1eoopal 
-and Congregational ohurahea .t.11 1t oo\lld dving my 1!1b.o1~ Dd.nistry • 
Rela.t1o~ with tho Epiacopano.na. rum. evon Cat:holios ..ery friend• 
17 &.l.1ftlY•• Theil thor• wae the tight tor entoroemer.tt o..t the nm, 
prohibitory l.e.w. l 

llThen there wa..e the tight tof' enf'orc~ont ot the now prohibi.toty" ·iaw. " 
' This ~ abort e.lld mld stateme.nt puses quickly owr an exoiting and 

t 
de:rige,.oue a-1 t-ua~ion 1tt. vhioh never~Jlt'l Cbamp11n pla,i:Hi e. 188411':tg alld e. 

~oU'i'f~oou part. Once boo.ten. once threatened ~th death, ho newrtho• 
' l ei$ e.crd to entorae ~ Uqu.or prohibition law. 1'h!'oug)lovt, he ~~ 

hie ae»;~• or pi-oportion.. B~uae a friend forced one upon .Mm. tto. P." 

oarn,/e,. a pistol tor a -,ok. But ho ,mo afraid that he muld injure him• • 

ael£/~ 10 rot'IU-n6d the 110&po~,2 • 

I . j Almost immedi~tely at"te:r settling in D.nlJlatabur>g. Revet-em Chax:J.pUn 

.l: call&d upou to give e. tempera.n.o.e addl-ess, 11to oonsidsr action with 

, ref'eron0$ to the l'l&W 1eg1sle.t1ve prohibito,17 la.,r llhloh had just take!\ 

/ a!'feot: -3 Fo:r a short timo the toe •eemed to eubmi 'b to the l:lBW ord.er ot 
I , 

I 
A 

/
1
/i 

1, 
( 

) 
I 
I 
I 

;! 
i 
't 

/1 

By tht spl'ing ot 1886 the naunici~l elections wel'e held on the iaeue ot 

el.Enent.,." a.nd th& looal o,ffioora wo '½rere in bondage to tho saloon,. tt e. 
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Ewey 111.u&tration -was drawn ttom ?l&tu.ral. ~ !! !?!! _S.._Pi,.r_i_tu_a_l World 

:exoeptix_,.g ~m -.hich Vias about the pig, am he slandered the pig. "1 

•o. P, 11 had read l>ruinttlond •, 'boQk., am dioa.greod With •t11e lmpoae1• 

bi)J..ty ot dewlopil:lg a Spiritual J.fa.n from a l!a.teda.l Uan,/' and, .arter' ,1ie 

~enaon waa ti.rd.shed R,ewrend Ohampl 1n took_ ie~u-, with ;youn,g Milton. !be 

peop-l• ~ thf oongr!se,~'io.n tho~ght that "O. 1. " had acted fr~ jeal.ousy • 

~ o.ne mM to1d 110. P. "',. "You ought to ha.ft y ,O\JJ' a• a :Id.eked. ff2 'J1he , - . 
impl'-esdon made . that ti:ret Sab'both •• slowly oflroo=e, b~ a.s •o. P11 " 

noted.1 ttthis as th.& t'iret s-ervice my ftu::!.ily hact atterxlocl as we were only 

juast moved · into the oity. trot wry pleaaa.nt tor it."3 

"o.P..., • as he ~1-4 ,o often_ worked. ·to aootu the feelings. ot the mem"' 

borehip, hithet'\o d1vi4ed in op1n1on, and the congregation slowly tJhowed 

e.n inos-easingly _h1ghef opillion of their paetoJ", until, ~e-verend Cbsnplin 

remembvred,. "The very c,nes who th0"ught I ought to b& kioked b&ato,md on 

us 'their pio-turee -.hell• le.tt ...... -. But the Obs.mplins 1"JJ"e happy to 

le-aw Corid.Ilg when the paaton.to ended. It was a. plaoo of dittieu1t mrk 

and unpleuant JU~or'1ea. tor in Corning th~ ChemplillB lost th.$.U- so.n, lloble. 

to Scarlet Fever. lt had been a place of' some a.ooOJQPlishment alld of gfta.t 

loas. 

4 
Ibid., p. 25 . •o. P. • owned a. copy ot Drurmno?ld' s bo-ok (appo.rent1y 

the only oow ill town)., am this wa• 'borrowed ~ members ot the oon,grege.• 
tic~~ read it. fUid also di.agreed with Drumm.ond'' s dootrins of the 
"Jew J3irth. "' 



1'l1i • bni.her C Un, I 

1 . - And., in a. geatMlr 8Ki9ml>e 

unaeked., took -a. 

toye 

th& , dy of Uf' li ttl boy :i.n - got without 
• to ·~ up, or pro e .t the little The litt1 ·· 

done 11.l -the, ,mpt, •• • ~autil' nd hardly 
aw • . . o ci _ c • . pi.otures or the 

&teNO!)t(HUU1 Alo fr C mi' b1. ma . OJ,'.18 
sho e he f ,o J o howed the 
fi •• atom '14th e tpt1on on itJ ~ both 
ho· . . had b .&n ooauctli'1ed11, ' 

th :b p o»le m.or _ 

till a.11 .. •4 

• 

t tol'low in the lite r Oli: · J\ P !z''lf'Y Champli is e thor 1.Ulilnportant 

1,. • " uto., p., !& 11 

2Ibi4., P• 50. - . 
S-tbid ---· 

8;Jl! wont to uaht'or4, 

11 his tirat pe. 'lo II Alexis Ide, oe.11 

4n,14 phioal k -• ch 1 . n lxi 1922 tor T. o. 
1>ougl: ~ • · Superin"tendent ffld t lins were i . 
Cornb1g- n ble -\iQ j ge tru "o. P• ' 1t 

1t l1t thi • 
~ . , . · nuitte sorrow 1 • • l.y·. 

'God s hi . • . • u •· _ . 1 ot 
-_ udetsrul pap, e - n of e. • etro l!t 
guid • In the •• obl th., "'O. P " • - t 
tm:, Let not d, • ve· n Goel, . eo 5.:n • 
11 • " nd ·tho d. •. be · See Jou:r- 1 ~ 1~10, 1881. 
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. 
kL~~ .1 
·"lUW dead li'm of fi.tv." ihe tu.ture wa.e to bo gi.a the pa.et ht\d tore• 

shadtnVetll. , Oliwi- C~plin romainG.d o. ll40V.1Jlg1 WOTldng,. suppl _i~,:- of smo.ll . , 

mid:.O.Northv~st churohl)o. To lU.nnos()ta_. e.outh to Ill1noist north to l'lia• 

ooJ'fuih..-heFo and the:r:e tbs ChaJJ:iplins mowd. FlMlly, North Dako~ beoeme 
\ . 

am! ;rti3mai?Jed the Cha.mplin home for thirty yeara:a 

'While h$- 11s0n.tinued t,,n .a:n ae-tivo minio~l"• tto., P. tt -nm; out troJn FG.rga, 

Nor'ttb. l)akota, into '\ho aurroWltl:f;.:ng torFi ton,• ~ f.'~l(lt\ ,m;canotea ~ 

atarted oh\Ul!ohaa. Alberb, me.tried, l!Wd .ue-.rby~ llabel r .emained ~t home., 

Thoro mw m:<>re t1l.'DJ} tor witiJlg, for ro~ingf there as tim.e to gardeu.. to 

bUil4 up. a a-itall hQMf selling bu111Mas . Th~N ~ , alway#_, the EIA\22"4b. a.XlCl 

iti \101"k• 

Oil Doo•oer 21, 2;926 n1;,ett1ott boga.n. to ma-kn -th& Chrietma.s mino~ pie&• 

o. P. Cbwr:pl1.n, eemi ... p.erlnammt Cotigrego.tional mini4~or,. ooto~narian •oc.t• 

oboppeJ" • w1ter, gt.ri.GXler ,~ord~, ~ -ttller of ho)l$1,. -.wilt 9!9r 

tnn ~~n tnl-ve and one, Was atr-uok l>y •to ~ mad♦ unco-na-,ious. • 2 

lie -.s dow.to,m to ~ ~N.ll~l'!ltua.ta tor the i.unera1 o~ a. .r.-tem\., 

Rever~n4 Champlin passed e:A1 ~n the wey evly morning, l)(;oellbv 2'1, 

1926.,, the la.at Qf the -01,,u,s ot 1870, 

1"A:uto,.•" P• 53, 
2Jo'Url:lll.l ot Ol1vel" Pe~ey Ohaanplln tor 1926, DeeetA'bar 2s,. 192&. 

Th& quoted &ntey was •d& by ?liss ~bsl Champlin. 



OHAlUR T 

A PR&CBE.B.1& WQ 

eli he Chioa.go fheologlc s t..naey 1i1 the 

spl"11'1g ot 1870 01:l 1' ~iTY OhaJQlin . s pr Pa.N . tor th JUinistry • But 

at t'oU · here ght wall 'be oe.l.1 y 

l on. Th . inoidants 

day exteril:als ot t , • lite o.£ a t"UJ"8;1 pr aoher. !he pr· aoher•• a a:roh to.I' .,,,--

po itton, bi.a wol'k• a,hed"ll ., h.1.s vi itations. and his se!'flOJMJ hes wei-e 

tlw preaoher*a • rk. Am thes . thing .. coupled vd.th hie attitude tow&.!' • 

his congregation• and its attitude to-.rd hlll, J!.N8t 

to e'V'alua'be hi etteoti'98neaae • 

. ighed in ord r 

. iewrend Cba.mp11n • s work and ltf wre ompo d. of a seri • a of ame.11 

aucceea , m f'ai1ur a, a.n unending auoceaaton ot miaor ori,aea.. In t°'41 

after tO\Vll "O" • •·" 1f&. re ponsible tor the gr01l'th of one para.te llmb, 

inlepelldent, yet part . t larg• oh,iroh body• Chall -nge• 'to the 119lfare 

ot ·the· lnii"f.i.dual o •ption mights .Nag• mm bitt r dla 

ttoml. church bodie to .oimple (but lso bitt&r) pr <>Da.1 dttf•1-enoes 
' 

among ber.e , ot · 1 eo ega.tio,i, o. I'. by nature, and by po.11tio 

lnere., . X do not • an to inlpl.¥ the.t Oli i- Ohampli.n • J tand &IJ Npre• 
aantati ot all .miluster • or &'fta e. a repr son ti of a.ll. :Congregational 
minie.ti r•• But., as a. rural lliel eate-m preacher he Md in o • n "1th other 
i,re ohers 1D ·• _ lu u./F.lsa.a probl o ' $1.U'Vi. ·l d deno natioal 
co ~ti ti-on; et.rt.ii wl thin t oo e •tlon, • -:vy woi-k loact--,ueooae 

• a.D4 tailur , 



-.. •gt Ten to looking after tho deta.i_l,. " He ••• ae "" the vut 

ma.jo~ity or h1e telle>w-miniatera, oonoerned with in!liv1duale and 1-1-

vidual oongregatic:,u. 

• • • • • 

39 

'the Champlin pastorate in Sleepy Eye Lelr:e. P,,U.nnesota began with a 

letter that aeked •o. P. • to undertake a temporary supply tor the general 

Champlin•• Journal ahow e0lll8thing of the trouble involwd in the •ea.rch 

tor a position. They a,..l■o r-epre1ent an excellent outline of a preaoru,r•• 

,., rk-routine • 

•o. P. " agread to undert&k$ the temporary supply, e.nd th.us took the 

train to Sleepy Eye Lake on July 10, 1874. ThGre, the tollcmin~ letter 

ms bandtd h1l3, 

Dear Bro . Champlin• 
Phyeioia.na and friends have ownuled me, and l haw· to 

wait until '1!13 health 1e better betore I coJ:J.e• Please do 'ftba.t 
I should do it l ca.me J and I will at lea.et pay all JOU!" ex• 
pensos and e.s much l!lOr& aa I oaw and I hope you will look 
tt.vorably a1J some ot the plaoea £or a. permanent ate.y,. 

lq plan "111 be- let. 
Go to alnut Grove on the oar■ Friday. Get 41nn&r at 

, Mr. lterm.ed~ s , and perhaps • su ppe~ • lodging ~ b.1'eaktaet lt 
you chooae . Take rq pon:, • • • and go to the B1g Bend. • • • 
Call at Ur. St&.r''B and arrange to1: a ae-rvioe Md orge.nizi>:J.g 
a Sunda.y Sohool on Sund91 P.u, Thenoe ••• to Ur •• Jiosee, 
e.rNJJge tor e1J:1ging (he ie a singer),. and o1"ganidng • ·Sunday 
School e.t Se.re.toga. !hence • • • to Sare.toga. See Mr. C n,. 
board 'ffith him. Sleep in the churoh on cot bed- prop it up 
wll. See that notioe of meeting ia widely oiroulated. Ser• 
Vioea at lOtSOJ Sunday School organised immediately·atter. 
Canne:>t be.Ye eeeaiona of'tener than onoe in two weeke. 

Jlr. Uoaea or his brother (,mo lives near Walnut Grove) 
will be Supt. and I will aot u auoh once in four weeka . can 

distribute booke it you ha'W reoei wd them, See i t they ho:ve 
arrived the JllOmont you get to Walnut Groft •• •. 



tter ervic 
ol" on the bay • • 
Sunday So ol •• • • 

you oan ritle bao • 
tor P. mo 
iC O yo • • • 

r alnut Grov "o. P. • • to roo to Burna and 

pend the n1 ht. 'l' let r ontinu , 

• tice t t o will 
•• ibl • Tell 

y 
t 
p 

• • • 0 th• 
unt of · • le 

t ~ 
2 

Th he lott r cl d ild •o. P.' 110rk be an. H1 i atruotiona 

r• not pert ctly el r in all partiou ra. a no one in t Sleew 

Un d o1d 

to bS. ♦ t 

I r this 1 whil 
di ppoillt o 
one thi 
t 1 tt 
the care 

Oar"J'1 Ut 

ace unt oft 

ak 1 n 

1 

ut 
111 

le f n OV8J' n1 

(July 1 , 14) • 

1 0 . P. " did. no 

r 
. d to Sleepy 

• hie 
oh n 
on and r 

• • 

.. 



hotel ch J ea t.11). y d bUil t and k&eping. I 
found the poey piokete4 eut- ·lc>oked him over aDi oon.elud d to 
:et aln • • 

Fol'tu • hand oa. going q1} to th Big Be 
·· o l oMnoto my 

c 1ZUJteaa of the pony.. f!b,t, po~ wa :1. r 
C _ n. 

1 . Beul e.m .atal'te out to find 
ht.I to rdell' , and then on 

• Jil.lUIRi!a. I . t - rad ol • or n • Sun• 
day s . • I got dinner t , iial-' and nib over 
to _. Mos a t 1n the Gl"l:l~on, di ed,. Jll.Vked and nw:nbered 
the booka fol" oh o be· or ganls on Sabb th •• ,. • 

n thi 1101" c . d I e-t nut a to t the iz 
11 ti tramp t to • Ao t wont along 1 & . notice., • 

opportunity p ented. of t e eting OD the Sabbath,, 
1 had • • sqya lf lame 1- tho morning• bal • :Load two 

old ...... ~LI-- 011 a. tla.t: • e.xid n 1 got tc . oga.. 'Which 
• -a'bo _ e, --- s d 1;o .stop, 

Af l took a at tll unt1n1. · 
toum i d to b put 1n om8l' tor th _ 
i out -.. - ged the see.ta .• .., • • The by tu 
time I _ugh •t the • pal . 11 to eall on a 

ly to see bout 'bo _ am pape S\lDday oal . It 
la.te when I got around. t in the c l a 
ely without 4· • ~ as I had 'bh.l ofter t oung• 

in th hoUae here I ; ea.ls , l gladly e.o pte it 
retir d to sleep 1. 

beli _ that the 

o. P •. " nt w;l:th 

a much h&pe for i ta urV1 w.1. Fr 

U tr e hou • o. P • noted in hi · jour l t t 

The · - · ·u ." doc. ·n Ol" 0 in tlie Vi ·inity de 
up tion., • • • It under tood that • Sab' th 

1. Jo~nsl a PP• M 24, (July l -11, 1814) • 

Btt.o .. P. 11 · tnougbt that a'tioga WJ.s too •1 · , 
re oo poCJ". S Journal , P• 2'5 (July 12., 187 ) . 



8ohoo1 ,ild be orgaat .t th olo e ot the eemoeJ so I t 
one prooe dJ d ta the . tt&r J but int ff'llpted by so om 
who thoug)lt tluw Eldei- . att akould. ha1'e o thing to 19.1 e.bout 
it,. 

tion to the id ·no know Elder· • it -
at • aid • •uld be o • J'Clll • f ere• 

upon • a.nd a • 1 b 
he S-w:na.y SohoQl o • to churob CU' 

. bu U hirel • a. 
•O~ o bout Preebyte 
the 

I l n • · t1-11 
I lled him to order b oh et.b;g. He 
sub id: • 'VG oth . th bttt t 
•e no'b • • . er to _ _ asked t . ~/ -.o'\lld 
or ani$e c •· ool o:r d it tor th ,. They 
put it 1n • d •. 

1· 1.8d. for the tioit o.t IS\lperb,l ~~ » an • 
c • r otti - e _ wi o.ut trouble . 
or classes settled o-n the tea.a s.. o_l 
tme t • p per•· 

te . . 
ea-. • tteN 
had . • old the 

the .ot ~ea.dy for: a churo y ht to 
b ablo to I tle the xiature of , _ c, • WJl.(n.ui: • ea 
• thout outei • - · t, reni • 
Q.ltlong tn :I.a - . as. I • 
ston ·o:n t ir a Mi thy tor · " 
took. 

Atter the eting . 2 lder- a.ii: C 

wha.t he bad id •. • • • 

1lb1d •• P•· 246 (July 12• 1874). 
f ling be • • en the PN byt riane 
aurrcunding Sleepy ~ t.an. nd th1• 

to and pologized t~r 

probl ma during hie atay ill Sleepy· Ey • .• a 
evideu 1 to "o. P., • 1n this tn t~•• 
•uapi.e1on. • in t gat1-on knew "O• • . 
had ed. ati appoi thl"ou. eiokno • tho 
po • ity Pnab na ins ati of tho C __ _ 
sen • P. l' :airl.a ii e t1on-. 

2 lbid.•• PP• ♦ t1:ly 12, 1876-) . ry tn.otly "O, P. • 
a e-0rnct en the ittJ!tlt"al!-ation that they a le to 

o:r - iz tho Ql:m.?' cbur t~-...-1 • • • Thi e.cco ill 
the y of the C·on1t1!'1H1'8. ion& . • Rowawr, o. P. prob bly 
expo ti o m.u:o auoh d t - of . be - P• 'Thia , • 
"o. P. • •" .fi:r-•t ezpe..rl nw in tuation., 



"O. P. " spent the night lli th the Wardell••· th~ fe.,:uly in ,mose home 

the aemceo had boe.n held, and left ee.rl7 the tollmng morning. tor Wa.lnui; . . . 

Gt-on where he was to pre&.ch ln the ewnlng. Ao "O. P.," n~d, the village 

•• Mt large. It ba.d 'bwo ,tor••• t'\'IO 1>-lao\:smith shop•• Oll9 oobbl•r• a shop 
1 

and one bote1. Just looo.tod •• th" all•i.mportant railna.d atatton. 

,bat night at dinner tto . P. 11 met Ro-verend M., Spaulding 'Vbo lutd been 

praaohing in KaZ'thal.1,. Ui.nilasota (about, tW&nty• fiW m11ea :to the XU>ribwea-t) . 

Reflr<tnd Spaulding ea about to lee.ve 21arahn11 and TA'U1.ted "O. fl'.• to 1-bt . . . 

hie plao•• ftie ~ •• Dine hundred dollan per year. •o. ~." pr0Jlliae4 

to preaob tor-Rewrond Spaulding on. July 26. 

ho d._ys later Rewrend Champlin ur1:ved ·1n Sleepy Byu tab. Be hacl 
~ 

traveled more than one b:!lndred thirty mS.lea. Be -.s ~ , but pl&a1ecl:1 

-when Brother Aldon oomplil!1ente4 him tor tbe work that had 'beon domt. 

However , . when Re,erend Obaz:iplin sa.14 that he _,uld be . m~llng to re• 

-.111 t.,a the permanen.t m1ru.ater, Alden ao.14 that Re-wrend H. o. SilllJlons 

1-4 u~ for ~ Sleepy Eye pastora.t&. Simona wa.e a goocl •i~~ and 

a goqd friend to "O• P . • Ro ha.cl just re•e-ntly man-iGd., and "O. P . • knew 

that the . Sleepy ~ ~ -stor,.to ~14 be the ~~ to \'llOl'li a. harda.llip upon a 

un witt .. •o. P. " told ..\lden 11ihat be Jcnew -about S.1mona t 

I told him l knn Sinmona e.l!ld b& ._. o. good .fellow. Ho.cl a 
new ,rife. If h8 abould gi 'ft him .a true stateM~ ot the -

· te.ot-a of' our· IIOl'k here Sim!Jlons woul d h.eeitt.,e about taking 
1t . the people wnted • • • To take the field would bo leas 
expenaivo tor mo ia:1 moviflg. I hat\ botte11 stay here and ne ' 
would e.r i-ange t-or Sunon.a to via1t Jlats~l. Ahere ·tto. , . • 
hacl been offered the pe.atora.te bf aewrend. Spe,"ul.dingi/' % 
•uld :recall my 'Visi~ or appointment to Jfataha.11. llarehall 



could then 'b • 1n bi . rk,. 

ti na we ortant part o tbs. t 11"0rk. In •. _ er ~!!:t:• 

:S r borrowed Eddie Fial ng r' no book b tor 

noteb ok: qxpl1c1t. if 11g ly oold~ on th eubje t e pe. tor l -nei• 

so 

oriz d and _ : oubte • ly to k to eart 

follows 1 

o rti 11ty. 
Don t negleot hired cori1al . 

Li 

·O 1 1 
~ · 

• ot cth 
a- 2 . 

ing . lU18r '.nd l . ugh 
oey bU • no _ oo.ndal e:r 

to • ot 
tu 1ng io ~ sorr , r , 

y why husb not ·o t . ohuro •2 

ic . to taei-te ,. di ., . notes inolud d, 11 but 

th bol"d P up 11 

t pertwiatory, o they 

T •all" '<J1' time-oan 

ppr oiated . 

hia v1 it 'b oauae h lt that good ffl>Uld 

1lbidi.t P• 263 (JuLy 22; 1874) . "O. P. • and • d .geod 
• vol.Uid or th ~ th r ill 

, oriih . lpe to foun4 ollege 
:o,. :r., tt • a f a. . lee leepy 
o that u tor ld be dU'ficult tor a111 wif'e-

. ne:w re. In truth,, . 11 ie the 
.ore.tel 

2s1 olab;- • •. ........,;,_....._....,. ( • York• D 11 Book , 196 p . 124. 

In orni· · , I • "O., P . " r oor 233 c ls be,::;11n"m 1 rut\ry 25 
July 21 . '1hi 1 th:r • d ll , ry two d y ·, ore if SUXld 1• are exoludecl. 
See h1a Journal tr 16 rr . 



Ot oordie.lity toward n gleot&d hired girl • o. P. " e& no ntioD {E r 

1 o:r I oU'io re . ). b-ut of a o ea he a left a. p ii'ic oord . 

Shortly att r he b gan his fil"&t p tor 

o. P. et d h S im.o • Mr. S n 11 e.lo vd. th hi _ on_. and 

the boy 

nt t t S • • I bett r . 
& no • •• di · • Poor food . 
:Fe.tltel" too etingy to provide tor him a.a ought to. Gave 
t M 1 
i£ h id r him• t 
• ore · .· proper food . 8 

xt vi it toun t boy • 

him. Pl in talk aent h-iln in t 

"Hi f 'bher 1 doing be~te.,- by 

to get him 0 

final Vi it o d fu nt .4 Not 1 "o 11 "pro d this 

tt oti • 

e.lao 1h ount, nneao , dwti Ju.a f'ir t to 

t iA:f'luen ial ng th ot the c ngr ,ge.tion, ~ a 

3Ibi O P• 3.9 ($epte ib r 6a 1871} • 

4n,1a. P• 42 (s pt ib r 1 , 1871) . 
tor boY i " . •• · .. 

f4U d · urvi • 
v:1 i tio C 
Sept b.or o ima 
femilyJ i oondition, ohild 

l . car · nter, • e root 
l the oh.ildren d .i O. P. 11 telk d 
• u• he di n' t want to kill hi wife ust 

get o ot • " 



Rerve,y 

that tb Hei'veye wre 41 .s tie 4 with hi . Th& next day he ought ou-t 

n-e . d • al14 it waa, ari,ang 4 'to et ~g~n the tol1owin day. Hervey 

e il d to keep t appol.ntm .nt., nd "O. P,." '11811t to talk tha ttor over 

th bia friend. Dr. ,Chubb • uchubbs thinks we hav, , 110t mad eno gh ot 

t :le l ·11e ttoubl • • 

l tter out f1f oftiq 

imnedJ.ately to the He~t tam. 

Barxles .ed and drove out there. When I . • e in view oe 
their hous ao on opened tb. door and lo ked. out. T door 
we. . 1hut .. It op ned cgain a.lid. aoon olosed. lh a rew inu.t s 
Uel"'f8.J aJl4 h11J trit& left trut hou•e am started across a. 
ploughed field in the· ra1n rwm:l.ng"away ~om • I had 
presentiment tba they uld. do e·o. 

Put whip to h.o:r e and a able to had th off baton 
t: y · had gom far . They re de Sh& · a aot going to r­
tuni but rinally 'W\!)Jl'b llaok to the house. l h1tohed at:ld. went 
iz:i. or so. e t 8 . H. did. not ppee.rJ but t oalled tor 
her to ·hw up am ahe ca in. !?: • f1r •• started. She 
ooused • ot witin.g what untNe in the letter. I ai _ 

she s mietalten. Slie in .let d. I said produce the letter. 
She cc~ldn'·'b . .t'ind i'b. 1 th n took cow t it from my 
p oket a.lld a id. it waa zio •tteT1 but then . he looked gain 

fou.iid th& letter. S-lu) looko4 it o r aDd f ,ound 1 
CU)J'Not. 

l JtdNw o il'upbe - nth& and td • l 
pla1nly talked the itu t1on o"V8r nd repUed to th ii- fooli h 
ohArgea aruch • , "? spoiled g-ood ermon in olo ing it. 11 "d14 

1lbi4.,., pp.. 18• 9 (April 3 ., 1872) • 
~ .. • ... 

2lb1d. ~ PP• 79~80 (April 5• 1812) . - - " ' . 

• Ib1d.t P• 81 ( p.ril 91 187a}. -



not pray n I oalled on p ple•- d done wro in at -
up tor th aohool•tea.ohsr, •did not oall on them enough. " 

GQ.ve the to ta t eother mini r 
it hey w1s 41 • • • • I o • mini r. 
My 122:tention a d not 1.ti 

he y ot a r . Cou of ou••• 
ht ed to . and YlOUl t th~ olmroh 
res t for 

• o do on rk n th• · 
ho . e anot vnu,.ted the job . 
It d ~oription b oould or he 
ne dll' t . l)o . 

I r admitted 
l ole t • 

,.-...... a r I got 
both h took 

111 one oorner of th to 
to b ur get j 

• . He y wif lked ill to .-ti 

nd ud &t'ly le • 2 Att&r a f 'pl a.nt ohats 

th D on He y,. "o. P. gain rod out to 

tter 

nt o D lie , th1 atternoo 
and hitob.ed . :Fe n'b in but no _,.,...... d . 
Houa very quiet. oh ea.id. H e. th . p up• 
ata1re; s de con tha: go out look 
aroum • A . en out• o I :w I ot lite 
a.t t hous w made our •1 b 

Then e.d to pat the horee in th ble 
nd stop to • ut for that pur • 

Rm- s p nt 1.n · oordiall,y reoe y 
• ll 11 who bad j t £ins.sh up th.$ floor . Had 

supper am ·i1e ant v. it. Think now I fully ati'bdu d 
the -o-1 lady. 

F1i:utlly1 the H 1/W'Y'J ov d away.,, nd two y are l tr 

1Ih1 •• P~• Bl S ( pril , l 72) • 

2Ib1d ~• P! 4 (April 14, 1872~ . 
3 Ibid., P• 7 (Jum. 13. 1872). -



loat his position t Fairmount, • and 

Mimieaota to a.ak Re rend Chemplln t o oo 

s. Hervey wrot trom Fi_ ore• 

and be their preacher.1 

48 

The d11agreement with the rveya n u nothiag when 001-pared to the 

open breaoh in th oo egation that "ault d when •o. P.• preached a aer-

on agaimt d noi • Re"fi r.m plln pr ohed thia s rmon on Deoember 7, 

18731 t d s ined o both oau o h1e le&villg, Fairmount. 

noted 1n h!.1 jo 1. e e on provoked • diat r s ns • 

Preaohed in the eveni on 'Dancing' (Acta 16-28). The 
house wa full . To 1f1Y ■urpris o. e 
After the eti he o forward and hand1 
b _ t I t to t or • 
o ommun1 ty • " rd wa 

Th8 xt day s "a ood de l ot talk over th 'Dan 1hg S rm.on.• " 

t"d's tolk.a ulte put out and llr • w. in pri..rtioul .nl n-0. P." felt that 

t d oi • • on • " :till ing t'rui t. • but had to try a ttle "with 

rd and badwi.11.-' On th fifteenth ot December t loo&l paper oarried . . -

an artiole on th sermon. "o. P." noted that the editorial ha.cl a dab at 

he 1D nae• ae on, I do nbt it."5 - ~- t d a. ,.1.u'l.18, ,,e no e J,.U 

But, wrtb.ele • "O. P." di " d • • r dJ he 

1Ibid •• P• 2M (J - .. 
1s. 1e1 ). 

Jownal. 

2Ib1d •• • 198 (D c mber 7, 1873). o. Y. Liv rm.ore st who 
had arre ted th& "sohool-ma.rm, " lmea, when ebe truck hie eon in 
ac ool. • a.nd .. R. • d be a ot the church. ere ia no 
oo of t "Danoi omon1- o pUn Paper , but tio. P." ,pea.lea 
out i hi Journal agaJ.nat t kly a.no • 

Ibid • ., P• s. l 7.3). - . 
4Ib1d., P• 197 (Deo b :r 91 1873). - . 
6 Ibid., P• 200 (Dec ber 16• 1 73). 



unt o· 1' t • tho work s dift'ioult. 

O • P. " talk d w1 th p rintendent Rall who -o 

visit. "Rall thinks 1 d tt r • y here i t t I 

ount tor a 

od rk, 

and 1£ l w the hurah will go own, ttl s holiday pa ed 'With 

the confllot ov T th no . $ on" still, ol a. nDo ber so, 
9 0. P. 11 rod to Ard" d 1t with • a.nd • arct. 2 

,a. d to be o t- ups t . 8Jld this hot borne utwben 

• 0 a.lo to ttnd etinge. • o. · " that he 

had ?JDthing perao l ag inst him, " t tit hi 

t roh ·aw e. tuTth r det rio tio 0£ t Un 

relationahip. ard oontin d t (ml to .eting I rdi h wr, • • 

rt1f a&cl to oo ,, e n r tase t.o r th l tt r that "o. Pe aen 

h by 1 ot d. Finally, 1n a. 

ohur h d eti t 

ith tbi, 

lt 1i dot a oloae ~ o. P. 

should l l ow o tubborn n top 

et · - t a. Wi 

ni, and ot to et a, 

Ser on" Mle to 

t load, " but " orry that hey 

11 . ... 

The w trouble aro.a tro ing e on • oh 
s . Ward ne 'r got owr. She • e ill trut ha.bit of king 

did 



60 

ano. a · m good 
perao • 1 r 'but • . • 

to e ty. l 

tion of hi 

1 also 

inoid nte n can a in R 

"ri btn • • " 1 

it i 

Stro eat or l hie virt •• Re rend o 

duty, ,. look~ ftef' th det Us . " 110. P. 

1ntluenti l 

a not a£'1J id to 

gation. 

08 

a.ooou.nte , lik Gabriel'' s . r striotly kept . 

plin f'i oonvio• 

too ri teoua . Th 

pe.eeion. 

t "n•• of 

t oppoai io e n fr 

a a i.nis r , his 
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01:IA.PtERVI 

C0NGREGATI0 LISf,S 

I n order oot"reatly to w.luate Reverend. Ch$.mpl1,.n• • ca.reel" one •uat look 

tor b.11 plaoe in the ohuroh i\'ihat he a rwd. ThitN• by oompe.r-ing him w1tlt. 

the • mard.• aet by t~ organization to ~oh he dnoted ao• toJ<-ty year■ 

ot ■ervtoe, • pro~r •••e•~nt may be mact.. 

Clifton E. 01-tea.d in h11 work on .Amertoan r 11 1on Wr'i tea that •"1'ltl 

1 
■age. of AmerioM Religion is one or metamor-pho■i••• Nineteenth oentury 

Cong_regatione.U.• pla.y•d a Jld.Jlor role in thi■ dra.lDf1 ot obAnge .and grolrth. 

·Thus• rola:ti ve to other Prote1ta.nt denomil'lationa in Aller1oa, the Oongre• 

gational CbU1".c1h d.1tolined in e1se. This deoltne 1• ■omhhat 1urpriting 'When 

oJJ,e oo.aa:t.der■ th• favored p-owitian ot tu Congt•gfl.ti.one.liata in Amerio& at 

the oloae ot the a.r tor Imependenoe. At that time the eongregat1onal1■ta 

were not only tho tie"W )::lation•• le..rgeat aingle denomination,2 but they- •l•o 

rexe:rted a powerti:11 political influence. Th11 political intl\lence •• •o 

eube'tantla.l that lfilliaa W • Sweet •• ble to aay. not 1naoouratelJ, •1n 

a .1e.u• the Witten oon,tit\ltion and the ooutitu.tlonal aonwntion were 

1cU.rton B. Olut ••• B•~1gton .in • eri,ca ~t and Pretent (Englnoo4 
Clift•• New Jeraey, Speov\llll Book•• f§d~). ;p. i. 

2F.dwin Soott Gt.uetad, HiatQrioe.l Atlia . ot Religion in . .Amer1oe. (New 
Yorke Harper and Row• 1982), PP• 16., 16". 
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. 1 
the ohildren ot the New England pulpit." 

The power ot the CongJ"Gge.tionaliata •• 1n aoae a,reaa open to challenge. 

The 1eparat1on ot ohuroh and atate pr1noiple that ft.I wrltten into the 

'V'8.l"ious tkte oonetitutiona would oerte.in,ly. be expected iio ha.Ye threatened. 

th 1tatua of the ohUJ"oh 1ri.th1n New England. Howewr, thie threat to the 

Qhurch' s ea~bliahed power tailed to terlalize. Rather, ewn atter the 
2 !! Jure d1aeeta:bl1elunettt, the i.. taoto •tabliahment wa, •trengt nett. 

There, h no question but what the Congreg-.tional Cnuro di in te.ot •in• 

tain it• atNngth 1.n ew England. 'fhia, tn spite or the diaeat&.bllah111ent 

and alao in the f .cis of inorea ed deno.minati.onal ri-,aley. (The ri:n.1ry • 

much more importe.nt th the di eat bliahment:.) 

Just e.a clear as t he i'aot that Oongragationaliem oontin'led to J"e.main 

strong in Nn agle.n ie the .fa.ct that it t iled to ut11i& thi■ :ti • toW1de.• 

tion • • a ap,rin,gboa.rd to 
a 

owth on th trontier qr back country. Ewn with 

1-:tllie.m Warren G'weet, Religion on the .blerioa.it J!'rontieJ't 178S...l860 (Chi­
oago1 'Otu.flrsity of Chicago Preu, 19M, Iit. P• •• m. oontr&1t-be,tween 
the growth one might lvlw expected fro - the Co , • g tione.li1t1 and the 
e.otual reaulta•-oe.:n not eatil'J be owr-.mpha.ebecl. It b true that the 
Preabyteriana also emerged t'ro he Revolu'liioll&ry air with oon.iderabl• 
strength, but in 1780.the Congregationaliata had three for ewry two 
Pre.abyterian ohurobea. 

~\n euppo:rt of this one JD».Y oite the exantple 0£ Ll']l&n Be ch.er, who at 
tiret aaw the d1aeati.bliahment of the church in Oonneotiout a• ,a, ter.rible 
aot against religl.on. Later. he re-adju■ted hi• poa1tioa aOJDnhat and 
oouidered the aot "the bait thing th&t ewr happeJ:184 in the atate ot Con• 
neotiout." Se• Winthrop s. lludaon, Amerioe.n Proteatant1am (The Chicago · 
Biatoey dt .Aae~ioan Ci:vili1a.t1on, Uniwrslty o'? Chica,go Pren, 1961), P• 69. 
See also 01-tea.d., O,E_•, oit •• P• 89. 

8u•e ot the word •trontier• throughout thie whole aeotion ia loo••• 
I s:ln\plf an to ind1oate non•urban, sparsely sett led (and ta1rly reoently 
settled) J"'I.U"al a.ree.1. 



•ta• appi"ove.l for oollection or runda, even with ite vs.at numtrioe.l ad'ftn• 

te.ge; and even gi van 1 ta ed-uc tj omi-1 etr.ength e.nd a dedio . ttd mini at.ry, the 
l 

Oonpegational Church eilllply :tailed to l1Te up to i-ba •~lier PJ'omi••• 

There are ••1"n.l tunotional r ou tor the tailure of oongregationali•m 

to pro~8lytiio etf'&otively on th trontie~ and in rur 1 regions, The mott 

b twee: the 1ndividue.1 ~hurohee n.d the lo ee-knlt ·centr l organbe.tion. 

'lhi!S tlradi tio l indep nd no• or h4h individual oo~ga.tioll. • 

je loualy guarded bf a. mtmber ,ot the mor •oons rvati - - ohurah •ders. 

Aooo1'iing to Natbanael &nnona, &XJY eteps taken to w:idendna the e._beolute 

inde,p,mdenoe ot tlie oongrege.tion would, lead to the formation o,t .usooiat1ona.J 

these in turn would re ul.t in oonaooie.tion. Consociation •s only ·e. atep 

a.way from Pre•byteri&niimt and Pfflbyterie.xd.d led to Epi1copaoy. Fina.111, 

.Bpi1oopa.oy led 1nesoapably to Roman. C :thoUoia 
a 

all oo,t• 

horror to be e.voS.d$d at 

1Tha, Oongreptional ◊htiroh wa• not. d11eet&b·U•h•d 1n Conneot1out until 
1818, Md thl.1 •• du, to e. n.umber- ot inter-re.lated Pf't •~•. not all ot 
thstn religiw•• ~ moat 1.mpo.rtant or the" non""1"el1gloa taoton wu th• 
1-1 • to poli'bic,a1 p~•inenete .,t h..• party ot !ho•• Jetr-.erso • The majority 
or· Ci>· e,gational mln1ater., ere Federa.U.ata. and, · of oourse, the Federalist 
Party ud• by 1818• loet 1te po•iti.on or int'lu iaoe. 

For the r♦latiouhip between the Ste;te of Cozmeotiollt and. the Congre-
ga tio: 1 ChUroh in the • 11.tter f colleetio of funds • • llllexa W,. S..1., 
op. oit., PP• . '1&-r!, "Rtuioluti,on of the Gene"9-l Aaaebly of 'bh• State of 
ecnnecst1out 11 ( y • 1801). 

1Ne.1ihantlel &nmons as <Jited in $,;eet, op. cit.~ P• 12. Th n • alao 
~ very aigni:t'ioan:b liberal . aegment among the 8oligs-egat1ona.l 1, ader•1 the 
:&nmol18 oup _ • not ol a.t-ly ~n -the majority" The ~na ,atat ment• though 
otten quot d, ie1 l thiDka owr-e phae:h d. T had • ong th• liberal• 
,Noh a _ ~ Beeohe:r ·•• to•rd ~01'9 -.nd .ge.nu1~ oo-ope·r tion be\..,.,.ftl'.\ 
'Gon,p-,egationaliate and Pt-81byter;L$.ne,. • 

liwiaon. O,P• c'-:t., P• 63, , tie thia n pe:up"ctive. 



'fb.e failure ot tht Ple.n ot Union•• dtte in. p t to inability or the 

Oongreiational polity to co pttte with .· - Pl-e1byte;-ian •ys 1a. !hi• plan 

ol 1801 and he le.ter "M>oomlllOdatlon plu"' ot 1808 ~nt tar tO"Watd the 

elbtnation ot emidty be · en the two denomination.. Studi•• ot the la1t 

twnty•ftn yeve ahn that the Union (Preaby . tioJ:1&.l.ism a, 1t 1fU o.rten 

o 11.cl) •• effeot.d: aa e. neult ot & true deei tor . ut - 1 progress and 
1 

benetit., Competi t1 _ :1 al • cur to ha b ~ en a. Actor ··-_ NI w1 th tbt 

fre1byterian1 than .among Congrega.tional1at■• lNt during tbB ea.rly period; 

of o-o e:ra.t1-oJl thi• wu f' l•tinly unimportant_. The liberal Co ptional-

i•t•• e.tpeoially tho1e f'roe Conneoti·~ut,. rather _h&n thoae tro s&ohua•tt•• 

•re -oono.erned Y.tth the •prea.d of religion into the frontier reg:1.o.na. and 

were encouraged to diarega.rd d•no.m1na.tiona1 ,difter • noes. Thie being the 

1The, flan of Union and it• reaulta haft beoo th •ubjeot Of a. goo« 
d. a.l ot dlu.greement. 1"be nriotiy denomi.na:tio • 1 hiatoriea a.re biaaecl, 
&11d "IV¥ greatly in their dtt ee at ira.lue. w • . • Sweet, with hia preaen• 
t1.t1oa ot originAl IO'UN9 :terie..l. 1• objeotiv, but somnna.t •upfft'ioial 
in hle interpr te.iton. Alao,. bi• scop, S.i 11a1t 'd. to, the period. before 
1800. Mar.garet A. _ bler, "CoragregatiolVlli.am on the Ot'e.gon Fron'bier, • 
w:q,ubl; theab (Univer1lty ot Oregon,. 19'6) Ila■ a rea■onably good t1rat 
ohapter vmloh touahe.11 upon the Pl.an ot Union, I llli ntton thi• becaua-. with 
only S et • a. guide she drew 10 e .gene l and oder.te oonoluliona wh:loh 
have be _fl .supported by D10re reoent 11>rk. • • • 

• For vift'I oono&rm.ng the Plan ot Union,, , e lao : • w. S et, o'ti_ cit., 
pp., 1~2. O~tee.d_. ,•~ oit •• p, 63. 79', , and Rud.son• o1i.:~•, p.. , 62~ 

For the Pla.n 1tset• . ee H. Shelton Smith .. Robart • - , Letfer--ta A, 
Lo t ohtr (ed1,) ~z:1oan Ohri1,t1~!f' Int.m~tati·op &pd Dooument11 1807• 
1820, (Hn Yorks 5lisiL■ arNn ~ • on•• ~), ! .. pp, R·I-B'lf. 
-Two ll'tiol•• which d• l with the ep.eoitii:t opent-ior:i ot the Pla.n a.,-e 
Robert Ha.et1 -, Niohol,. • "l'he Plan 0£ Union in 'N York," Churoh B11to!)!, 
Vol. V (March, 1911)1 PP• 2-9.Sl, and OhQrle1 L. Zorbaup; "fie Ple.n ot 
U~on in Ohio, 9 qb,,ur~l\ :Elh~!i:• Vl>l• VI (June, 195'1), PP• l,6-6-i. Both 
otrea the •P1r1t ot oo-op ration thro ghout the e.rly operation ot the 
Plan. 
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c se, the Pre1bytel'ian organization -was f r more etteoti" in the 1par1ely 

settled area.a. 

Tied closely 1'1 th the l.aok of' a hnotlonll'l organisation tor expanai,on 

was the -..akneH inh nt within the oh\U"oh tradi tio~ i ta lf. E.,entially, 

the ahuroh we.• not 1d.lllng to ppeal. to the frontier. '!'he Congregational 

Church in New England ,rielded a powertul influence upon society. It ,et 

standards of personal col:lduot. of educ tion, e.nd ot political beha.vior. 

On Sund; ya the people ot E land nt to the Oon ega.tiona.1 Churoh1 

there., they ·re 1natructed• e.n the a.ample e.lld ad.vie of the miniater 
l 

were generally tollo•d••tradit1onallf, if net automatically. 

The OQXJ.gl'eg. tion a Ade up ot the mi.ddle cl.aas .. the buaineH and pro­

teaa1onal people. As a result, the ohurch projected ite ap~al toward a 

wry definite. level of aooie .y. As the eatabli hod church, ite hold upon 

th.1 '° oial group as virtually unohall nged . .!nd, w1 thin this un.ohal• 

lenged :aat•ty the oht:1roh determined and oonfirme4 1ta tradition. ore 

impo~t, the ohuroh was at the ame tim boum by 1ta ttadltion. In New 

England th1e •e no particular handicap, tor ther wa• a variable olaae 

etwoture1 the people ,re.re wrtiot.lly lllObil•• and te,, were abaolutely ex­

olude4 from rising into the ill-d•fine4 l>ourgtoiaie. 'W'itb1n th1• atmo•• 

phere the ohuroh •• accustomed to a non--oompetiti-v& religious _uperiority 

baaed upon a traditional &eoepte.nce and support by the $~dle.clf,.1s. 

The a1tuat1o.n •• neoeaea.rily changed on the frontier. There. the olase 

1tJ'uotur was ewn lee, well def'ined. 'fhere. vaditi.ona . re re-exud.nect. 

1Al~s 11• Tooqueville. DelllOorao;t in Alilerice. . tra.ns. Henry Reeve (1~40), 
Francis Bowen (1882), d. Ph1ll1pe fira.dley (ffew ~orka Vil).t&~ Bookt), 11, 
pp. 21•29. 



Thu•• inevitably. tbl:l churches ot th& easte:rn eeaboard faced a re• 

exam.in.a.t.ion o,t theil" appealt their organization, their tradition,. Thi• 
l 

the- Oongregat1ona.l Church tailed to do. 
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Loi• XiJnball V..thna, writing of the upe.u1on ot the Congregational 

Whenenr a large proporti-on ot New Englalld end.grant• 
ia tounii 'bheN one ia, certain: to e-om• upon Congregational 
ol:rurohe1. Inde•d, in going over the lfoatern atate1 fJ11tid.• 
weai.ern27 one oe.n a]Jiu)et loc te New-~land peoplo by the 
pr een.oe or Congregational ohurohea.2 

The Congregational Church did. follow 1 ta ellib_er• a th y moved weat 

trem N~,r England. Thie, howewr, did not mean ,1uocesa in the frontier 

etron. Quite "the oontl"a17, ti:. tie between tlhe Conuegatio l Ohuroh Md 

ite miga.ting memkrahip wae in a •ey real -aenae a limiting factor. For, 

the ohur'Jh. rightly concerned v4 th going along with ita own people, negleot• 

ed tc go where ite peopl• •re not.3 

On tbe other hand, one JQ&Y e y that the 'Methodists and the Bap-tiata 

(to mention the two mon wid<;l,y euooeli!ttful denomiJU1.tiona) -nr not ao 

■eleoti-ve--they •nt to 1a'V8 1oula, 'liherewr the soul• were to be foWld. 

1As I attempt to make clear le.ter •ta1lu:re" i.1 a. rQ.lati ve term. i---
Generally, "auaoesa" though, also a relative term•• measured e"f8n by the 
Congre,gationaliata in mem'ber■hip, in numbers of ohurohee e1tabliah.ed, eto. 
It does seem to me that there ue other poasible a.r:eas ot measurement, 
a.ree.1 1'b1oh a.a yet have not been measured; gains or intluenoe• whiob a• 
yet he.1'\t not be-en notioed. 

2to. ia Kimbell tbnat . The Expansio~n o£ New England, (New York, 
Bought.on iffl1n Co., 1909}, P• m; 

SHer-e I am not speaking of the CongJ"egatione.1 Church• s work in non­
.Amer1oa.n areas where they aooompliehed a great deal. The prisnary oonoern 
ot the Con . e _ 'tiona.lb"ta Oongregat1onal1at1. Thi cannot be strictly 
ea.id ot Method1etaJ they wished an e.udience-th& reat 110uld take o-e.re of 
itael.f • 
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the CongNgationa.l Churoh laobtd thia a"1tt, deoiaiw tluibillty, and thi• 

•e a tey· wakneH. this inhibited,. indeed nea:rl;y pr$olude4, ad-ra.noea in 

•reaa not ••ttled 'by people h"om New England of Congr•ga·t1.onal baolq;rou.nd. 

But even 1n areu ot large Ce>ngrep.t1onal ••ttl.aent th! ohuroh •• hard 
1 

preued to x-eta.111 its ~•mberahip• let alone increaee i t. Thia •• o.ue 

i:n p&l"t to 'tM congNgation-oentered tra.d1t1on, in part to a narrow 
! 

••otio~~ t.p~a.l. 4Lnd in part to the fre■l>yt.,rian gai.na und~r the Plan 

ot Union. And, there i• yet aAOther taotor to be oon•tdered"" 

congree:-:ti.onaliam preauppoaed a Chrittian community, intelligent, 

aware ot a~d willing to abide by the bt■torioal tradt tion&1 and demand• ot 

the ohqroh. Thia litWLtion •• not often to be toW1d on the fl'Ontier ex• 

ewn then). There .,.as injeo~d into the lU'e•atream ot the church a aharp 

oonf'llot beheen the ~em.oorac;r ot 'bu oo.ngregat1on l!Uld the democ,raoy ot 

the trl>nti•r. With a olee.t aen1e o:t tradition. arid oonttnuity within a 

congregation th• dem.oore.tio •truoture ot the ohu,roh oould pr-o,,e to 1-

a■ in f"l'ontier &NJ.e.a it -.aa-the de111oorat10 tendtmo1e1 ot a. congregation 
s 

oould pro,-e to ht, di vid"ft. 

2 Ib14., P• 61. -3Thia i d•a.-tb• thinning of •ome tradition• with a poesibl.e • f feot 
upon r oli gioua attitud$1•-,.a• euggeated to me in an inter'Vi•W •Ill 
Dr. St1.nley Pier•on, May 18, 1964. 

~this suggeJtio.n led me to d.i.ecover H. Riche.rd Niebuhr, Tne. Sooial 
Souro•• of Denominat1ona.l1sm. (Jin' York• Meridian Books, 1963). h•iiiitir 
wgge1G■ {PP• 1iA) that .the frontier oonoept ot deJAOoraoy \118.I def'tne4 
one. much JIOJ"e peraonal. bada, and thi• repn,■enta -. change from th& 



8Hent1all7. the appe•l or the convega'tioMli•t• 1-d been 4•tined 

and tormallr.ed by the beginning ot the niiwteenth century. Thia appeal 

•• aomewhat nai-rowly interpreted, it emphaeized.. a. 111godly o.OJIIIIUZll.ty," 

reapeotable, well educ;ai;ed, and wl1llng to ao~pt learned and tonnal. pre• 

eentati.on ot . the 1oripturea. 1'h1• approa.oh •1 JlllUliteetly unautted to 

the frontier·. The Ooll,g1tgational Chui-oh, long aeoure 1n it• poaits.on 

within lfew ~and! tailed to a.djt.11t to the demand■ ot the daeatabUah• 

menta.rian frontier.1 

"'onrpora.te demooraoy" ot the m.oN atable ar•••.. flu.a more lildiTidual deli• 
n1~1on at•nd•d 1nto religion. 

Thoe, it •~ng a oongr4ge.tion ~her• wu no bub tor general agree• 
ment. if thar• •• no aenae of hiatorioe.l oontiJiuity, the ohW'oh could 
eaaily ,,plit into a.a- Dt&JV fl,otiou a• the~••" ,._ber1. ru, tendenoy 
would. be •wn ao.n pronouno•d '11heJJ. the people wre oonf'ro12ted 111th a num• 
ber of oonflioting and oompet1ng 4;lel10Dlinat1o~. 

l • 
I am indebted to Dr. G. B. Johnaon for e. discua,aion ot religioue 

ap~al• e.m approach•• in a.n interview l,!q U>. 196fi. 
See ai.o 01.matead• op. oit •• P• 5'1. Oluteact •aya tha,'4 ~ .. apirit 

ot phlegmatio oomplaoenoy" mad• the tavo•Nd potition o-r tti• Cong► 
gation&lieta 1n Un Bnglail.d a handiQap rather than an aid. 
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C.HAPTER VlJ: 

lived wr s inoe I oe.n 

remember." Revei-end Champlin, would )ls.ve. added,, "And it ha.a be~ bletJsed 

IJ 
'I ... 

all te.i tha who oho ~ to orw 1:n unsettled or no rlv . ~ t t l e 

hit wae ri oroua and demanding lite. 

looa.l oonferenoe• he was otten choeen ■<1rib 1 

,aible tor the publ1cat1on of proce•ding1, for dee1aion~ o.n poi ta of order. 

'The high point of' hi• eareer oa:siie in 1899 whe he a ohoeen u o or 

North Oako'tia' • two dele~te1 tl> the International Couno l a:t Bo•ton. 3 

1Thil 1tate1nent 1a based upon 1 complete tour~ •, 
could 1ULve ined 1.n Stafford.ville, Connect out. I 
chosen Maraba.11, Minnesota_ r t er than Sle-epy E~. 

owover "O. P." 
1874 e could ha:ve 

2 
In his Scrapbook. PP• 130•192, are mi-n1.steri l papers and letter■ of 

eo nd ti . elud.ed re newsp per U.ppings praising h s wort a.:nd let­
ter, from various $ta.te • Superintenden:ta, Other letters ezpnas a.ppreoia• 
tion tor ai,,.tic "o P. 11 wrote for newsp per .· ol' maga.~inH . 

Counoi e. Wobate Preeo o r, 
i!RR5) •. :. In th G"=•~tt o u oat 
com,pletely neglected hit or 
Sep'temb r 21 2# 1 99 is t 1e .lo i.: ,::, ni , ya 
these at he Internati.-onal Con •gat1onal Counoil." ot :.i:.t 

t l $ bi thp rn.e do.vs b~ or e o ).d br g f rth thi 
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"O• P." was e. congego.tion.al mini·ater. Re WI' bound. 4duoate4., a1tle4 

and sheltered by the ohW'oh. and its traditions. 1o Jeau.e Chriet, through 

thio ohuroh,. ht, dtdioe.ted hie lit~. Hia relation to the church struotui-e 

•• a •lmple one. Organisational ahorte1oaing1 WN, to the aotiw minittter, 

generally unimportant, At their beat they 1teN ea.ally ~oll01f8d guideU.ne• ,J 

fi.t their worst; they e.ppe,ar&d little morG ~hall "red tap••• In sever•l quar• 

?"els with deaoons1 tto ., P •. tt aaw only the clash ot peraonali~iea ot' taotion&l 

jealousy. ~ a ~~•e 'Wh&u a fellow rdniater -wa• Ullf•irly diai•••4 by h11 

oongregation •o. P. tt and h1• colleague, b'lam.ed "taotiontt and dini111sed tu 

ma tte"I" • l 

In all thia Rew:rend C~plln 11 repreaent&ti ff of hie ohuroh, a.a all 

ml.Dieter• to a grn.ter or le1Hl'_ depe are r-epre1exrt:&tive ot their ohuroh 

orga.niu.tion. one oe..n aee in "o. P." dev1,at1ons from at:riot ohuroh poU.c,y, 

tor there ia alway• the human element. But it it uot how he rite intp th. 

ohuroh organ.ir.ation that me.mt ot him .e. typical ·Congrega.tion.e.U1t1 inetead, 

it 1a. in hie appeal, hie •p1toh," tJ:mt ono oan see more apeoif'ioally the 

a.ppeal ot the COJl#ftglltiona.l Churoh• 

:a:. RS.chard Bi•bubr in e. disou1aio11 o~ tM ditt4'ront ,-ttra.otiou ot the 

fll"ioua d,nomin.e.tions make• thie d1tt1not1on. 

The religion of the urban, cpmmero1al East tended t o take 
on or to ret&ih ~he typical teaturea ot all bourgJJoil or 
national religion-a. polity oox-reapo.nding to the order and 
cbara.cter or class organiied societr, e.n intellectual oonoep­
t1on or the oontont of faith, an etbioa retlocting. the need,s 
and evaluation~ of a stable a,:ld, oomxneroia,1 citi£en%'1, & aobor• 
ritua.11at1o type ot religious uprea11on. The religion ot 



the We t . on th ot r nd, acoepte or produoed new many 
o the • hair cteri tic of t . tat t ot the die~r:l ted. for 
th p&yohology or the ronti r 0orr . ponde 1n y r peotl 
t the psychology of the :revolutionary poor, This 1s e pa • 
tally twe ot the elilotio l ob.a _ cter ot l" ligiou . ocperienfe• 
whioh eeoma o . require in the one ca e e.s in the ot r . 
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~t aongrege.tlonal ppe 1 w • · tern." lri. ome tte.Y . it i simple!' 

to y not a.t the • rn" pitoh , but 

not . P'or example,, Pe:t i- Cartwright, the f'e1nous Metho i t circuit rider. 

Jon tuntP oJ" fr>.. the ok of his h1>r he 1r0uld 

ethodi t , t~hew Simpson, ble through hi pre ohing to higb.17 

exoit, hie udiene • wile her the topi" 

country-. 2 

on the lo o God or 10· ot 

( 

~Obert, D. Cl rk, Th Life t es.on ( ew York1 The o• 
illan Company, 1956) . 

Perhaps th b st e :Pl of what Co.ngega ionaliat did not do i 
pres nt~d 1n John _ inb ok, 1'ravele with CbAr-L t ( tffl York: 
Praaa, 1962). In this boo.k (pp. 70-.?t) Ste£nb.oc ~ wr t f 
a rvi<; tn V _ ont, 

• T nister, a. • n of iron with tool• tee~ eyea nd a delivery 
llke p eumatio drill• opened up with pr y r n4 rea au.red us thtL t 
- re a pretty 1otty lot, .. • ., Then, having ottene us up, hs went into 
a glotio:u ,0n. a tire •br • ~n . se on. HaVillg proved that • ·• 
or perh pe only' I ., r no d.a.tnJ:1 good. he pai_nt - with oool ce,-tainty 
'Vlhat a likely to happen to u 1f didti' t • • e o e ba. ic i-:eorganin,• 
tion tor ·ioh be didn' t hold out uoh hope. He ·poke 0£ 11 a n 
ixpert, not th wJh - ush hell ot these oft d ye., but ll•ato d •. 

'White hell ~rnd by t chll1o:taua ot the fi,.at ord r . 1'he it b c 
pparen thAt "This Vermont G<'d care Q~ou.glt abou me t o go to a lot of 

trouble kiokillg the hell out of • Bo put ina in pe.repeo-
ti • 'fihe eaa they had been all and n nd nasty and beat forgot n,, 
thi miniilt I' gave th m ome eta and bloom and digid.ty. • • • l 

sn' t u h'by child but. a. first ra inner. aoo I s going to o toh 
it. " 

All thi • say• ., St inbeck, did b 
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Bewrend Chazaplli s• like hie ohurch, "eastern" ra.ther than "weatern" 

in his "'pi'bch.·tt Prized a.bow all else •• acluoa:t1on. Thi•• the Talu& ot 

oduoe.tt,on, has not· e.l•y• been )"9.oognh,ed by .:t<el1gioua bodiea in thia coUJ1• 

t-ry, ,on tho :tr-ontie7, duoa.tion ..a.a ·aona1de~4 a detri=ent., &t l..eaet until 

well ·mto the neteenth century. But the Congogational, Chu:Foh newr 

lost :itt eduo 'Monal. el!lphaot.! And •o• P." thoug.ht his. own d:uoatiion hls 
l 

g%'"eateat personal achie<'li'8l!ltU>.t. 

Fram Ms early d ~ts hen he reo1 ted for R.e-n,~nd Ide,. tto. P." :read, 

eagerly.. 1,,e.ter,., e.tt81' hie emlmry aobooling., and while at the 11 .me tt•• 

ru1n.;u.ng hi de'llW1ding dut~-.• . a.a a lnini.ter, he continued o read and 

tudy.2 I.n eome rea,poota "o. P, 11 ee ·• owrly proud of bia eduoat:lon 

(ainoa pride ta one of the deadl d.na), but n:e did haw a right to be 

p~oud;. And, b:1' interost in eduo tion, 'was by no means aelt'ish1 it was. 

an interest th. t exte.nd.ed beyond his ovm pereonJ it e.nended ea1>9cially 

to children. It not rpr _ing that he met and me.mecl a aohool arm. 

Bia tir•t Yisit to the Fainouat Sobool came beoau.ae of eduoational 

intor91t1 only 'later· did the ·oharm,e of Mill Holme• becoxne tlnportant. 

Again .and a •in "o. P." visited aohoolsJ hs e.id.ed teacher• w~ne-wr 
- -

1 t v,ae p.o'81ble. Further, he set up Sunda.y Schools in hi ohurchoe. l'hia 

we.a no't unueu l, but neithBT wa · it neoe ary, !'pr i small ob.uroh~• it 

lwhen puehed ta the liid.te et hia patience he 1:riight call someoue "un­
educated." This - Ill the wo:rat epithet in a. ,ooabule.ry uadeTste.ndably de­
void or profanity. 

2"0. p,.t 11" Nading varied. Ile· r ad a great deal of history, 
o•peoi llY tbs hlatory of :Europe. R:.el1g1oua aubjeete • ot oouree are domi.,. 
nen~, but he a.ho read several literature antbologiea. :t'Jarwinla Orl.gtn 
ot the SE$o1e• •a finished on DeoeJ11ber 21., 1872. Also he road Henry 
Dru1m1u)nd, Tholnae Pam , David Hume . 
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•a often. di£fioult simply to e.rr nge for an adult meeting. 

In the pulpit Reverend CbAmplin refused to poak "down" to hia congre• 

gation. In good. Congregational traclition "O• P.• presented his eermona 

only arter mu.oh ~a.-retul preparation. Most alny-s they re writt~n ou'b and 
, . l 

delivered tro:in the ms.nu·aoript. tis was a.n cpos1toey pre, nta.t1on, a de• 

tailed ~nd _odm e:planat:ion or •oript\ll'al doo ... rine. I.it vas not tor nothing 

that "O. P. 11 conti11u-.c1 'his study o.f Greek, Latin, .nd Hebrew. nte etudy 

ot these language• aided h1m :ln hi• interpretation 0£ the Bibl• • 

It it occurred -to Rewrend Cbamp11n that he. might perhaps haw been preach .. 

ing a.bow the level o! the oongNt,;f.\tion• s under,t&Jlding, h uew.r noted tlut 
2 

f'aot in his diary. 

1Hie e.fforta here must M"re 'b$Qn p-rodigiou.s. Sinoe a sermon often 
took nearly two• hcur.s to read_ one can ima. ill.e the time spent in pre~• 
tion.. 

21 W!l indebted to nr. Robert Clark tor .a,n 5;.nterviaw in whiQh .he ex­
plained a gNat deal concerning the manner in 111h1ch Congregationa11eta 
delivered. sermons. Re suuested, among other c:,he.lt&Oteris'tica, tba.t the 
Congregational pTeacber generally had -vaey little ,ense ot s.udienoe, tlULt 
th$'y • depended 'bo some extent c.n a traditional •oapti w a.udienoo. •· !lay ,:r • ""· • • I have none or ".O.:P .• J ,~ a nnons., Ro'l.,ewr, .fro oomments in biq diary, 
honi letter.a in his scrapbook and from among otMt papel"a I • t, el juatitiecl 
in making the j dgm&ut n.e to how his sermons ro presented. Am ng hie 
pa.per• there ar, tllQ i»1J>0rtant aida whioh support my position. The tirit 
i-S eopy of a temperanoo -add.Na• imich "O.P'; " gave ln E111iu,,tsburg, Io•• 
The f~eling in the t ·own owr t ~e issue •s i,plit and open. "O. P.• •" 
e.dd.r~as ia calm. log:ictl.l; it h a di: ouadon er lt.tw and 18,W.;::t t:\emi• 
hiato:rical in nature,- impersonal~ Another eupport £or '1A'8 be1i~t is e. 
:•er.tea ot two v ot- 1-:hioh '-'O. r~" publ1$hed as n a.rgwnent against 
tobacco and s.moking. In one, entitled "!oba.coo Women;" Re:verond ChMlplin 
quotes Davi~ Star·r Jorda.nr •ot ooun• a -w:,m@ h!i. s ob ri t to · aok 
as a man. but when she beg:tna I take her name ott my "Visiting lilt.• 
Wt quotat.1o-n is fcillowed by quot tiona t'rcm .doctor' r ports, saong them 
a. disouaeion ot the 'Maoris ot New Zealand bei'ore and atter they de"9$lope4 
a tute for tobacco. 

Fu.ally, there 1•• among :Rewrend Champlin' 11 papers, a. book of lUblc0 



One «tp\eode mght be! , MW11. to pinpoint -o.P, t ,and his -empMaia up-on 

edu~e.tion-Gd W.~ inabilf:by to, under. -tand thoue who did not hold to tne 
~ - ' .. 

same 'Dlue ay,ttrn. It 'tlt\8 •a fin mo1•ning a.tld clay.tt R 'Wrctnd Champl~ 

•• '"t'laited b:, Eldf.fr St~, e. membe.r ()f :a. Baptiet Chtu-oh in Fe.il"lll()lUl~, 

Minne otn.. ~ld&r Stual"t •• ~ ~oua to bo instruet:eti in thQ mi e.ning ot 

bapttffl!'l. "6• P." "'tho_ a him th m~ ni.!1g o'f Be.pt.um in llsb:•• G".'e•':­

La.tin an6 Eng1iah, but he retua,ed to a.coept the autheritie1. • tto. P-.• 

'\'ll.a not disc.ourte.oua,; h boll wd tll4,t when one ir.l.shed w mJ>w ti. 
- ' 

•crt~ee, . one ehould ~t:oJD;&tioally begin with _ a. oritio:al e•luat,ion ot 

~xte., Eld.er Stu~ ~1\e, e'!,id ntly not of tbic opini n-sir>;Qe ho retus d 

to e.qoept "the uthorit1•••" thue, he•~ pictured in the di~ .aa "all 

:ignorant Frem.11 Bi,.ptbrt tanner.preaoher. •1 

0£ co'llt"11&,. El.de - Stuart C,i not uri&erstand llewr nd Chru:npl.i.n. ~d 

,Pl"O l'Jly did no,t <:on&ider Rewrend Cl'uwpl!n' $ ua., of originel ma.teria.1 

11. wre.ttd Che.mpli d-14 :no,t ·und~stabd people who ntu ed to better than.• 

s:elvos,, 0 l'efnae to t+OCHtpt pl"Ohihi; ir;n. i . Io-wa, .!he l" fused to •rk 

st dies tha.t he ote fl.or h!a or rttferenQe-.- W s h a oe.ref'ully aom."' 
pllaed disoua ,ion ,of the, bG.f>ks ot -\;he B:iblo wit.h histol'ionl , 'brA-okgrGUncl 
for impol."te.nt :tlgu"rot ru:w: o.ft$ •. -ti .. co~r!;cn bot :oen Gr ok~ tat:inf, 
e.nd fleo,..- tuts. 

1J,otwnal ,. p~ 68 (F~brue.ry 26J 1872)* f hal'-'e e.y ell ha~ been a 
hea.tt'l<(l ft,3."gwm,nt: her: ,. £'or the Con~re,gat ow,.Usts and. thi$ Fra&will 
Bapti,rt • disagre',ld over the aubjatsl ·ot Baptim:a. H • ever, tho judgment 
wniolt "o. P., • ad , h :t.e is harsh., n"atly uniqn& hi a..ll of' Ms papers-. 
Tht, e'fe:nii do4a 1en-e to p1>1nt up the Aiti'erexioe b~en tM vie-,wpoJ.l'lt 
&£ th& tJo atez-n1t verau.-S the "fflts:tern"' ft.ppro f>li to religi.Qus • rebl ma,. 
iwn 1:d:ten t-h1e ha.ppenad (l'eliir\U\l'f 26-., l _S,'72) .it is cU.t'fioult to imag_t.D.e e. 
Motbodiat uei11g this_ approach. (~ougb# by la72,. the MethQdiat.1 he.4 Ngwl 
to make great atl'1d•• ~ tru, eduoation of minister•.•> , 
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to overoo:me d.ivisicui within tbid.r qon.gr•ga.tiona., Re'N!remt OhainpUn •• 

not part1cularty toleran'b !t those who• bt.v1ng bften 1hon their error,, 

retuse.d to JB&M thelr way•• He ••, 11ke hia chur~h, poH•a•od ot a wry 

narrow •ootal vi..,...a. midd).e"'°laaa 'riew ~,r so~iety. (;uteid~, b$yon4 thi1 

nat~ ••g,aent of aooiety, •• 1gnora.n~•.1 

And wia.t 1• the result 0£ a.ll tlu.a, the empba..ei, up-on c,ttuoatton. the 

l"etu1a.l to benl, w JU.lee qo:nce1aion$ 't.o t~ hontiei-, to th& nMt Al!leri~t 

t have , .aid. that the: eongrc,gational Cnurdh te.il~ tc> roO't d&&ply or widely 

on the tront1el", that 11; tai~cl to grow in JXiembel"abip rele.ttve- to t-be 

gJ"C>Wth. 0£ othsr c\enomi.ll.ll.ti.ON, So it did. Ht,Te, only eaail7· meaau,J"al>l-• 

atatictio• are 1n-wlve.d. 

But aN -tber1t unme.aeui-able taoti>ra yet to be oonaid-ere4f Xn tact. 

how•• the "Wild Weat' ta:me41 ho••• ~ ttontier aett1edf A4 th:•n 1-a 

a elear d1.Jtinctton. to be •d• be.tween the v.igilJAte (lnd th& ♦1tabllsNld 

law otti~r. 1-e the-re eleo a di•~inc,tion to be JD&d• b.-,.,.en r-eligiou1 

group•t ~• Congre.gationu Clmr<'h through tho nineteeJith oel\tur,' 1a 

~~blc, tor ita .oonaittenoy,. a.n un~nding oonaieteno1 ,d.tb a oo~tani 

appeAl-. :aa, thi• atet.41 intlu&M••· tho~gh n.UJ1erioe.l1y 1ntorior, oa.et- thAJ 

lo~.r •ha4owf 
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ot aouls and ,considered ~hat impomxxb. tt• helped eto1' peopltt atl4 thought 

that, too, ,.. important. ~a bego.n a number .ot ~ponant ohurohff in a. 

m:;11:bei- Qf \Ulimpomnt tQ\ffif. ~ r-a.J.ttd a t~lf., 

But 1, !¥!. important? He -~ 110t ~quei he Tmt not a;inoz;:g thpife ;f.igurea, 

the gr.ea~ o.ri the near gnat or history. bther, ~ •• oveJ"1!ihelm-1 by gN&ii• 

tntcu•tw.-b.ion,.l. Conteru.o• 1- Bo"on.. nut, 1• ~ important, 

When U~iS!li ia ro~go,tten.,. th•n "1.ll £:N.e.muis be forgotten~ :t,n,aota, 

a.a h11 ohur oh •• im_poT'tasnt. O'l i 'Ver P(!ll"ey Champlin ,;a., im.pottttnt • He •• 

no'b e. ~n Abb&tt J to hii!! qongngation iaverer.d OhAll!Plin ... ., infin.ttely 

1110.re ~&l• capable ot na.obin~ nobl,er hoi(ghta ot idadom or- taJ.l.j:ns into 

mon ttrri.bl~ d.epth1 or •r:ror. 

On Deee11ibor e, 1860.,. 4 Uttl• J!l.Ot,'16 thtm a. month a~ hia oon•raion, 

young Oli.wr Champlin wrote i-n. h1·• JwrtlAl, "I b$l1ne that l enjo7 

·religi!n• I beli.eft tbA'\; thate ia f. l"4Hllity in th$ religion ot Je~• 

Obrist. 'i'hAt it u 1t1.d.,ted: tor e,ery one. ,.l !his he b•lievech thu~ '.mt 

liwd. 

Some tt'8n-ty.tout ~ar$ 11\ter. 1ll 1684. .. Renren.d x. o. Dougle.•~ t .hen 

the Sta;te 8uperlntement tor 'bhe -Oo~ptio.hal OhuNh i n Io-we-1 fUl.d JAter 

an f.\Uthor ot ttoma, aotu•• i,Tote e. letter of rQc.atlondo:tior,i, £0?' R&'YeNind. . . 

Champlin• TM letter conclude, with a e:tatemont tbe.t would be.n meaning 

1Jour®.l. p,. 4 (Deoember a. 1860) • ln an eql,i,er dr'IU't ot' tlu.• paper 
Mr. Martin Scbmitt not•d beaide the above itc-ntsnc• the fcll.e>wint• •Ana 
~t. hi• '1Ail'lcneH. or ~t o-£ M• eho•en .aenOJ11ina.tion• .,.., such that he 
owld no"t r&a.ch •ewryone..• Thi.ts .s his tra..gedy. tt Ur. Sob:nitt-•a comment 
rd.ght well bo oallo~ •A 'two Sentenoo Sketch of Rewren4 Cluwplin and 
Congregatioruui•m, 11 
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tor member• of Oongreg:ation l oon,grega:1riona a "He ia a s . 11 men but tht:r 

•&¥ he :preaohet a. bl aermon. •1 

•And Jw ad.th unto thma, 'Follow •a tW.d I will k:e you fisher• 
of m.en.• • 

•~ tb•.r atn.ightway l•tt 'b'heir net•• JUld tollowed him.• 



APPBNDll 

TRB CJilAIIPLnl l'AlttLJ 

\rhe first Chalpltn not•d in. Oliver ChampUa• • ftpqilt ~ow<l• 11 la 

Jettry, •on qt Elijah, who -.a born in Rh.beta Island in_ 1?61. Jeftpy 

Chrunplin •• Oliver Perry Champl1n1 • grea't•gre..ndfa.ther. 

the hm.il.st originlu.~f eettlet in Rhode Iatland e.a "O. P. • noted in bi• 

•.M:atobi.ogal'4d,,a.l Sketoh.-• Atid1 as •• abo ute«l, theN •r• t. 1Cbulplin1, 

George and Sa.mu•l, -.ho J&rwd u ott!o•r• in tb.e Rhod♦ IslM.d Mill tie., dur-ing 

l the lle'V'Olutionary lfe.r.. Finally, tbe.r• •s a Chaqplin llb.o ael"'Y&d in 

Congrea111. Cbri&topl\er Grant Ob.NrlPlin repreaented. Rhodo bland in the Um. tecl 

Sta.tee Ro.u•e of .Repre1eat,ttv.ea (l791•1SQl) and 111 the Unite« St.tea S.na.te 
' • 2 

(1809-ilt). 

lt; ;• ll(J■sible ~t all -of 'bbs e.bove Obampliaa were aon1 t.tt EU.jei.h 

Champlin-. All were born in Unporb, tu,;ode t .. 1an4 eJld all •r• twlU"ly th• 

48.lll8 age:. Perbap• GeJ'_ge Wuh1ngtol1d.141Ddee4 d~• "with the boll• ot 

Newport, a Champlin._ on one great teative oooa,ion." 

_ 1Fmnoi1 B.- lteltllian (ed.) Rist<,r:t~al ~el5i•ter c,t Ottici>rt 0£ i;ho 
Continental. Amz l)~I the War »l ~he R$volution.. Lv. el. (W~Iilngton,. 
p. 'c'•·• Tbs lia:rrBoo.k ·· op Publieiilng Corapa.ny. l9l4) • . P• 1.50. 

8»1_0 a hi.cal Dire.ct • • • l. tJ. s. 
Gc;>verrnaent int o 1.oe. , P• 1<> t~ 
~ ot Oll-nr. .cbampUn• • rather. 
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There ve e.lao • e. number ot ee-pal"a:te letters1 oli!)Pinga, announce• 

ments, tracts and booklets. 

The mf.joJ"ity of Rewrend Champlin'• reeords have, bf)en loitJ they may 
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