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INTRODUCTION

The audience was not large; there were, after all, only fourtesn meme
bers of the graduating om-.l Three others had risen and proceeded to the
front of the platform where each had received his handsheke and diploma.
The next graduate was announceds "Oliver Perry Champlin," The audience saw
a smallwenearly tinye--young men rise and make his way forward. There were
no relatives to feel a special prideful glow, no one present who would nudge
his neighbor and loudly whisper, "That's my boy." The Champlins had sent
no femily delegation from Stafford Springs, Connectiout,

The axe-handle firmness of the grip, uniagfru-onnang.w
have surprised President E, W, Blatohford as he granted the diploma, That
hand was steady on a plow, tight and strong on a hoe or rake, gentle-fimm
on the bridle of a horse. And, it wes a hand used %o turning the pages of
the Bible in study.

Certainly the young men had friends among those in the audience, and
these friends mey heve known something of his early life. But, who among
them eould foresee that Oliver Champlin would one day stand as the only
living member of the Class of 1870 of the Chicago Theological Seminary?
Who eould tell of the swollen streams, the thin ice, the dusty hot roads,
the mire? Who knew how he would struggle through a snowdrift to join a

Lucnicago Theological Seminary,” Chicago Tribune, April 29, 1870, pe 4.
See also the "Order of Exereises" for the graduation ceremony ineluded -
within the Oliver Perry Champlin Papers (MSS in the author's possession).



couple in marriage, or to comfort another in a ohild's death?

0. P, Champlin, had he been so minded, could have~-even in those days
of large families-~boasted of the size of his., Born in 1843, he was one
of ten children, And, as one works back through the family records, he
finds generation upon generation of prolific Cheamplins., The records begin
with the birth of Jeffry, son of Ilijeh Champlin, in 1761,

Later in his aubebiographical sketech "0, P." recalled: "There were
Champlins in prominent positions in the l_tmlut;om.ry period, Some served
in the war, One or more was in Conp-cu.": "0. P." mentions also that
"Washington is said to have danced with the belle of New Port, A Champlin,
on one great festive cmoa.li.t.m."s

No, none of the family attended the graduation ceremony, but their
thoughts would have been with him, and his, surely, with them, Especially,
his thoughts would have turned for a time to his mother, Amanda., Oliver
later wrote of her:

No living person, and there have been many all these years,
noble men and women whom I have greatly loved and honored, has so
influenced me as that mother, She has influenced me in every
period of my life, It has been & positive, restraining, encour=
aging, blessed influence, I do not ettempt to account for it,

but its rulit{ oh, nothing has been more real in all my
consciousness,

130 100se leafs, "Family Records,™ 0, P, Champlin Papers,
%this is trues see Appendix I.

3"Autobj.o'graphiet1 Sketeh," p. 1, O. P, Champlin Papers, Hereafter
oited as "Auto,"

41\:16... pPP. 5=8, See ealso the letter from "0, P,'s" Aunt Jane which
desoribes Amenda, Scrapbook, ppe 110~114, O, P, Champlin Papers,



nmnmmum-mm.mnw,onurmnmumho
loved them both, truly. Yet a special love was reserved for his real
m.tll}t;ﬂdumhuornpmmpwhrlmuhm;hin;
Oliver his. ]

Also on that exeiting graduation day, 0. P." surely had other thoughts
about his past. He had come a long way, Of the future wvery little was cor
tain: the past he kmew, And ons sentence from that past would have enbered
his mind now and again, first possibly %o be met with a happy laugh deep
inside, or perhaps with the thought "Well, here I em." or, as is even more
likely, the sentence from the past weuld have called up & heartfelt, thank-
ful prayer.

I)_:nhonnhuthnynmeldﬂhmhﬁ@inﬂd&ﬂuhhnsn
family, It was a year full of meaning for him. In his eighty-seeond year
as he looked baeck upon the stay at the Johnson farm he well remembered the
significance of that special sentence spoken by Mr, Johnson, "Oliver
MthMdm'tmthrerm.'l As the retired
Roverend later wrote, "Why he should meke that remark--what the occasion
of it, or vhat there was in me to call it forth I never ocould imagine}
but there it wes Yo give direction to my thought--a casual remarke-a bit
ofhmlmwml.'z It was the kind of sentence %o flit into the
mind of the new graduate, about to become~--a minisber,

1us Sxetoh of the Life of 0. P. Chemplin at Age Ten," pe 60, Here=
after cited as "Pon Year Sketoh,"

“mid,



CHAPTER I
LEAVENTHG

The winter before going %o the Johnson farm "0s Pe" had lived with a
nedghbor, Seth Collins,® The Champlins were living at the "Four Corners,”
near Willimantie, Comnseticut, in a house that had been fixed over from &
shop,” Though only ten years of age, "0.P,"™ well remembered the discussions
that led to his leaving the femily.

I distinetly recell one thing that was in my mind when the
matter of going to live with lir. Johnson came up, and

itesss To most minds this mey appear to be '
matter ..+ bubt I think those who know me, and my method of

-]
3
d
¢

The Johnson femily was not largee~husband, wife, and two small chile
dren, girl and boy. My, Johnson was often foreced to take work away from

‘mid., p. 2,
2hid., pe 3.



home and someone was needed to work around the farm. "I was willing to
go with Mr, Johnson," "0, P." wrote later,t He was not bound over as
his oldest brother Andrew had been, but it was agreed that "0, P," would
stay on until heo was sixbeen if the arrangement proved uttl!‘utory.a
I was %o bo well fed and elothed, and allowed to go to sohool
whioch in those days was the one term winbter school begining
about Thanksgiving and closing in the Spring for time %o be
the work on the farm, There was in some districts a sumer
gohool, but I wes not to go to it. I was to be ted well
in ell respects as a member of his /Mr. Johnson's/ family, On
wMIug%wﬁMﬁMﬁuww.Ml and strength
would allow,
The stay at the Johnson's began well, and the memory of his first
meal was not dimmed by the passing of over seven decades,
1% was a pleasant day on which lMr, Johnson took me to his

home, I% was before noon wvhen we arrived; and as he was anxious
hmmmticunumhdalmhnudimn-u.

We ad ple--apple pie. o « o What good luoki*

When he leoked back upon his life at the Johnson farm "0. P," felt
the experience hod been worthwhile, The work was hard; the young boy
endured the pain of sore muscles and blisters. Also, Mrs, Johnson left
much o be desired as & "substitute" mother. On the other hand, choring

wes the lot of nearly every boy, and ecertainly in 0,P.'s" case learning

L1vde, pe 76
*Iid., p. 8 by 2
es PPe 8«8, I have no records concerning "0. P.'a" height or
woight a time, However, he was very likely small for his age.

Further, 'hl_ﬂ.l wes Yo be his first work other than household chores.

«s PPe 18-14, "O, P." notes that by nonemembers of his family
he wis called "pie<boy," though "I seldom eat but one pieee at a
meal."”



%o live with blisters was a lesson best learned early. Then, too, Oliver
probably had more to eat at the Johnson's than he would have had at home
with his own family--more ple at any rate.

When the Johnsons decided to move some distance away to & new famm,
Oliver's father thought it best that "0, P;'_Murn home, though he would
remain with the Johnsons until school closed. Only during the time between
this decision and the clese of school did "0, P," feel that the Johnsons
neglected him, for "this disappointed and displeased the Johnsons, and they
lost interest in n."’l '

After this loss of inmterest, "0. P." felt the burden of his position
more than ever before., Yet there was no malice in the memory, quite the
contrary. The bad, when noted some seventy-two years later, scomed ine-
significant when weighed against the good. For Oliver Chemplin was a
wide=awake young boy with an excellent memory, and during his stay with
the Johnsons he found many important guidelines for his life, formative
influences which deeisively remained within his conseiousness-~leaven
that acted to form the permenent life-mold. 3

At the Johnson's "0, P." had his first experience with hard liquor,
As he remembered:

Mr, Johnson #as helping a neighbor, and /Sic/ old man, and I

was with him, We were gathering up thé grass--now good hay,

in the afternoon, and it was very werm., I had been to a cider
mill, not far away, for they wanted eider brandy. The old man

' 111)3.&.. Pe 56, %0, P.'s"™ father regretted his decision to let
"0, Po¥ g0 to thé Johnson's. Thé Johnson move provided & legitimate
reason for "0, P.'s"™ return home. The Johnsons, quite understandebly,
for "0, P." was a good worker, wishéd him to stay., In comnection with
the Johnson "disappointment,” "0, P." mentions somewhat harsher treat-
ment and less care about his food.



e ——— —re

said something about sun stroke end we must drink the brandy

as & protection., I must drink some tooj but I refused.

Thinking to save me from being overcome by the heat they

tomdn*hohhadﬂnhmﬁinlwmtodei I nearly

strangled, and they let me alone,

Once, sometime later, "0. P," drank too much hard cider, and as
recalled, the result was again unpleasant,

When I went %o Mr. Johnsons /sic eider pitcher was usually

on the table at the dimmer, day + « » I drank a few more

swellows of cider than & glass during the meal; and when we

want out to work, and on the way to the barn, I stumbled & few

times, Mr, Johnson noticed it, and told his little boy, who

was along with us, to push me which he did, Again I staggered

which pleaged him, I had taken too much cider which had be=

come hard,

Thus, even as & boy, Oliver decided that liquor was not for him, and
this judgment was fortified later by his religious beliefs, He never again
drank strong liquor or too much hard ciderj as & man he sometimes refused
even sweet cider. "When a boy, however," he often went to "a eider mill
and enjoyed sucking sweet cider ﬁn-oushumw"

Playmates were fow, for the neighbor boys, like "0. ?"" had little
free time. But, on one memorable day a boy did come %o visit, and the
Johnson'e young chore=boy found an individual definition of moral truth,
It was a definition that remained constant throughout his life. And i%
was & demanding definition.

As "0, P." later recalled:

I did a mean thing I have always been ashamed of, . « « ¥We played
in a tree, hung on its lower branches end fooled around, While

1bid,, pp. 29-30,

21bid., pp. 30-82, For a third, and equally unsatisfastory, expere
ience With liquer see also p. 27,

smo. Pe 584



thus engaged the boy lost a Imife from his pocket. He went

away before missing it, I picked it up and kept it. He came

bask after it, and I denled knowing sbout it, He went away

again evidently not satisfied. Again he came, bringing another

boy with him believing he had lost the knife under the tres,

and I hed found, and kept it,

I had secretly disfigured i%, even going so far as o
break a blade in it, In the act of doing it I had out myself,

I finally showed him the knife, he pressed me so hard and

threatened, hoping all the time he nor his friend would recoge

nize it; bubt he did and took i.t; and they went away with no

love for ths boy at Johnson's, ;

Oliver had, as it were, chopped his first cherry tres, While, un=
like Washington, "0, P," did not confess immediately, once was enough,
and it was decided: y

%o lie is bad enoughs but @ is worse, To think any

%n, mumrmto-ni is affecbed, is a vio=

lation of it, but to do it is to oreate an objective situation

with possibilities of hars to & multitude of innocents as in

the ocase of a fire, or murder.?

It was during the haying of a neighbor's meadow that "0, P," first
discovered it paid one to look after the detalls, that "it is little
things, things of the passing moment, which make an imnn;um.“;
Oliver Champlin, the man, was not one to leave things undone or poorly
denes while at the Johnsen's %0, P." the boy learned to rake around his
feet, _ it

My, Johnson was helping a neighbor clear his meadow, "0, P." was

lmbid,, pp. 47+49. See alse p. 5, n. 5.
al'bzd,, PP+ 40-50, _ , )
SMQ'PIGQ See also pe 84 ™. « o I think those who knew me,

me
and my method of doing things, will readily admit I am given te a eare
for 1little things, looking after the details,”

=1



given his "stint" for the day; he was to hoe the corn field, some twenty-
one rows, Up before five that morning, "0, P." ate breakfast, and taking
along a jug of "sweeten water," he proceeded to his work, He was greatly
surprised when he gotumd, finished, to find that it was not yet noon,
for both he and Mr, Johnson had thought the '_'tﬁhtﬁ" would take the entire
day, After lunch "0, B" went off to find Mr. Johnson and tell him of his
aceomplishment, Mr, Johnson was delighted; he and the other men in the
field praised the young boy. Vhat followed had a good deal of meaning,
and was clearly remembered.

I wvas asked to stay and help ralke up the gress, and was promised
pay if I woulds « « « I was given a rake and placed ahead of all
the men and started racking /sie/. I now recall my feeling as
I looked back and saw the men lowing me, I thought it wes a
little hard, or as we might say, unfair %o put a little boy
shead of so meny men who were, apparently, pushing him on, for
he had to keep out of their way and always aheads but it was a
kindness; for the grass I reked was the lightest and the windrow
the smallest; for there was more grass for the man following to
roll into a windrow and so on %o the last one until the windrow
was large emough %o be put into cocks.

How and then the men behind me would ery out, 'Rake around
your feet,' for I was wrged on so I did not always clear my feet
of the long grass; and what I left the man coming after me had %o
get if the field was cleared of all as it was intended it should
be, Since then that admonition, 'Reke around your feet,'! has
omnmgin'fynindnIlnwmmlimatadoanmrucu
plece of work,

One other incident that occurred at the Johnson farm had a great
influence upon the life of Oliver Champlin, He was, like most ten year
olds, afraid of the dark, When he had occasion %o walk through the woods
at night he remembered that ", . . fear would possess me which inoreased
in proportion %o the noises I heard in the trees, leaves and brush; and

1ibid., ppe 23-4.



the strange objects fancied I saw in stumps and along the old ﬁll."'

"0s Ps" spoks to Mr. Johnson of his feers, " . « and his never-to~
be=forgotten remark was 'lever look bohind you when you hear wices, bub
koep straight ahead,'"> Though 1t took some time to break off the old
habit, "0, P," followed lir, Johnson's advice and found that it worked well.
"rhe 614 habit but inereased the suspioion you were being pursued."™

In later yoars when he beceme s men, Oliver Perry Champlin had a
strong conviction against the drinking of liquors he was also a man who's
word could be relied wpon. Most always, the "hay" arouwnd his feet was
kept raked, the windrows neat, Fimally, by refusing to listen to imsginary
noises, by his determimation to "keep straight ahead," he was to gain &
reputetion for courage., These ohareactereseceds were planted when he wes

gon years old, "bite of leaven dropped into the meall"

1&.; Pe 51(‘3)--

’_m‘_;..' Pe a{b)!

S1bid., p. 52.



CHAPTER II
EDUCATION

Two days before Lincoln's election %o the Presidency, Oliver Champlin's
first journal begins: "I have this day publically professed myself a dise
oyple of Christ, and covenanted with him at his saered teble,"t This entry,
dated November 4, 1860, represents what may properly be considered the most
important ever made in a lifetime of diary keeping., It was e dey never
forgotien,

The uwnm“mtum'&h'ﬁphsmmm
Johnson's and the day he stood for Christ, O, P, Champlin filled with a 7
great deal of work, some school, and an ever-inereasing interest in religion.

I went to work et an early age, probably between eleven and

twelve years, in the cotton warp factory. There we worked all

the long swmer day., In winter from five o%clock in the morn=

ing until half past seven in the evening. « » « Yot much time

for recreation, or for studying. This was the age when I bee-

came deeply serious and religious-minded, Now I could go to

church and Sundey School right along. I was very impressable

ie/ %o religious influences. Finally, after many months, I
icly stood up for Jesus; and in due time, at the age of
nugun, Jjoined the Congregational Church in Stafford Springs,

The pastor of the Stafford Springs Congregational Church, Reverend

Alexis W, Ide, became interested in "0. P." end in later years Oliver

1journal of Oliver Perry Chemplin, Nevember 4, 1860-September 14, 1860,
p‘ 1 (HW. ‘. 18”).

Znautoe," Pe 6o
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marveled at his good fortune. "O. P." told pastor Ide of his boyish long=
ing, thet he wanted to be a mlma’fm-.}‘ me'u_ad ;do saw that the desire

was sincere and set about to help, He told "0. P." %o be of good coursge,

m“nmmmmmMMMﬁnfmanyhputmthere.”g

-MMIAONMm%uﬁnﬁp&adwlybymh%mwuﬁm
unaided, Once he said %o Oliver, "frust in God and look to me," quickly
adding, "fwmm‘klm's 8o, once a week "?. Pe" went to the study

of the parsonsge end recited his lessons to Mr, Ide. Heanwhile, Reverend

Ide sought an edusational opportunity for Oliver,*

Finally the opportunity came,

There was a family school in Auburndele, in the town of Newbon,
ten miles this side /Bouth/ of Boston, whish was kept by a

Reve J. B, Woodbridge, a retired clergyman, His sons had recent=
ly gons to the war, He was in need of a young men te live in his
home==do chores and the 1ittle work he had as a gardener, and &
furnisher of milk %o a few neighbors. Such a one he would give
his schooling and board,5

‘1"4&%.." Ps 7o Reverend Ide was the grandson of NHathanael Emmons,
the old FederalisteCongregationalist of Franklin, Hassachusetts. Emmons
was ons of the conservative Congrepational leaders. His grendson, Alexis,
appears more liberal, '

1vad,
Stvid.
00, 2. sont vhenaver he had iee tize, ﬂs,- reading was prwny

num.am u wtm& <m% mm?,,

%8 of éurm by Patriok Tler, Yor & 1586 o
d see his Journal, pp. 85e4 (Jnmry : 133:).
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Oliver Champlin hed a long way to go. His formal schooling amounted
to very little., He had atbemled school while at the Johnson's, but wes
Maanﬂgmllmm,ﬁmughhudl&ﬂn'aﬁtthhok.np&nm
gooémrkdmn.“l His work with Reverend Ide was in no way regular, sande
wiched as it wes between long hours at the mill and meny hours spent in
church work, .

Even more than his lack of formal edusation, "0. P.® worried over the
mﬁmprhummrtow;npunttnthumwmwwuu
education, Though Reverend Ide promised to supply him with clothing and
monsy for small expenses, "0, P." knew that his father's consent was "a
stone which had to be rolled aways and it would demand more than human
R

"It would demand more than humen strength," for "0, P.'s" father,
Christopher, had failed in health and was unable at that time %o work,
Mcmmytyummhﬂuthmaﬂwpmmmm
ing for the Union,” Without "0, P,” only bwo sons would be lefh o provide
for the family, and an already difficult situation would be nade Worse.
"0, P." was torn bebween his desire to become a minister and his feelingew
perhaps gu!.lt—ihat.hn ghould remain at home. He felt sure that in any
case his father would deny him permission to leawe, Later, he wrote and
conveyed semething of the strain and uncertainty he felt at the time:

Logen Yoar Sketoh," p. 59.
Zeautos,” Pe B4

Shoither brother returned home from the Wer, Andrew died from
disease and Goorge died while returnming home from Andersonville Prison,
See the Champlin Serapbook, p. 6.
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My pastor must have my answer in a few days. I could not talk
it over with my father, I knew he loved me and desired me %o
be educated, Ie knew my seriousness and studious habits. I
was the home boy=-the quiet one==. « « + I never had caused
him trouble, never had gone %o him for anythings; but still there
was & feeling I oould not overcome tha
did not share in common, I could no% talk with him about it}
but we had to get together in some way. The approach was
through my stepmother. I told her all about
pﬂmtthnuthrhhh‘

3
%
-

ummxmmunm-kumu‘mmt
he would inoline my father to give his consent.

# & & & & & 5 5 % & 8 4 8 % B 8 S BB B E & B S 3 8 S S

The evening ceme, Supper was over, I dressed to go to

see my pastor. Still no word from w father. I spoke to

mother, She saids 'Go and speak to your father.,' He was out

welking in the yard when I went to him and said: 'Well, father?

He said: '"You mey go.' naming & day, & fow days off, I was so

surprised I remember nothing that was further said; but

hastened a §ma%wmm'cmmmthmmm

M nOWs. .

Reverend Ide expressed both his and "0. P.'s" sentiments when he
said later, “Oliver, it has appeared to me many times, as I have thought
it over, that it was hardly less than 2 miracle that your father should
have given his consent that day for you %o go %o Aubnrnﬂalo."

Consent grented, "0. P.," was off for Auburndale, Massachusetts, where
he remained for two and one~half years at the Woodbridge Family School for
Boys end Young Men, There, " 0, P," studied in the mornings and evemings.
The rest of his time wes spent, summer and winter, in choring and cultie

vating the large garden, caring for a small orchard, milking the cows and

1‘&““@:... po 80.
2Ibides PPe 89e
S1bide, p. 10,
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keeping the wood box full, Also, "0, P." worked regularly for the m!.ghhn.l

uu-mm;umphmmmumwmnn_ammu
evening study hours. Thus, apparently with justification, "0, P," felt that
"after o while I was in charge of about mmh‘ln&."g

Finally, with the help of Reverend Ide and Reverend Sewall Harding,
who had seen that Oliver was working too much to receive the necessary
preparetion, "0, P." secured a position et Nichols Acsdemy in Dudley, lMassa=
M.‘ There again, wrote "0, P," "Iwas choreman or boy, but had all
the school howrs at my command, Two years and a half more and I was pre=
pared %o enter college,™ Sy

In a discussion with Reverend Ide, "0, P," decided that, lacking the
funds needed to enmter Yale or Amherst, he would have to attend ons of the
theological semineries, He wanted espeocially to work in the Weet, and when
Reverend Ide said, "They do say they will take & men at Chicago who is not
uﬂlmﬂt@iﬂaﬁﬂhmﬂm"‘nnmtbm
nﬂunﬂ_...!uﬁﬂﬂhmmhnﬂ.'c

"0, P," was as woll prepared as he could be with little money and much

"o,

'm. I have found none of Mr, Champlin's school records., The
School no longer exists, while Fichols Acedemy, the next
school attended by "0, P." kept no records, The records of the Chicago
Theological Seminary went up in smoke--literally--in the Chicago Fire.
*mbid., p. 1.
1014,

Srbide, pe 12, "0, P." did wish o go inbo thé West. Later, after
o vace®ion in the Bast, he again chooses to go West.

®rvia,
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hard work, Between chores he hed managed only five years of schools He
was not sure that his preparation for the semimary would be suffiocient,

But Oliver Chemplin was not the only one in his elass at the Seminary
without o college preperation, Of tho fourbeen members of the Class of
1870 at least four were without college diplm.x "0s P." was, afber -
examination, put inte the reguler class, though there was a special course
for students without adequate training,

The school yeer was divided into two terms, & Leoture term and e Read=
ing termj a vacation of six weeks came between the two. The Catalogue for
1870 stabes that:

Ko expense is inourred for instruction, for the use of the

public rooms, the use of thé library, or for any incidental

purposes of the like nature, The course is designed %o be

entirely gratuitous, o far as regards the general instruce

tions of the Seminary, The private exponses of the student
will s of course, with his persenal habits and manver of

living,’
The students were encowraged to teach in the city evening schools, or, if
seniors, they were often asked to preach in wacant pulpits. From these
activities and from work during the wacation period the students were able

111».  for 1870 shows tén students in the Class of 1870,
0f these not attend college. The "Program" for the graduation
cerenony shon fourteen students in the Class, bubt does not indicate for
the four additional students (or for the others) any college traininhg
previous to enrollment at the Seminary. I have taken the latest, 1.&.
the "Progrem” mumber, as the correct mmber of students in the Class,
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to meet their finanoial mmmm.l

During the Junior year the course of study in the Lecture term con=
sisted of lectures and recitation periocds in Hebrew and Greek, Methods
and Helps of Biblical Study, Sources and Results of Textual Critleism,
along with a general study of soriptural doctrines. The Reading term was
devoted to the study of biblical interpretation (Fairt
Jemmal), and to contimed reading in Gresk and Hebrew.®

Ywo examinations, open to the public, were held each years one covered

the material of the Leoture term, the other tested the student's grasp of
the Reading term assigmments. The Middle Year was largely a conbtinuation
of the first, or Junior, years however, eourses in Church History and
Rhetoric were added., The Senior year gave emphasis %o the study and de-
sign of Homilotics (sermons) together with individual presentations and
eriticisms, Lectures on Ecclesiastiocal History were continued. Finally,
the Senior class members were required to pass, in addition to their semi=
anmial Yewts, & final comprehensive examination over the enbire theologieal
souras,’

"0s P," spent his first school vecation in Racine, Wisconsin where he
canvassed for books, He was asked and accepbed the invitation %o preach
in a vacant church in the Caledonis township, This first vacatlon work
brought him into contact with a Dr. Jennings, who, as "0, P." kuew, "wes
mhdm&utumuﬁdol."' The Champlin sermons must have been

- - -

‘mig,, p. 15,
21bid,, pre 11-12,

sm-e PP« 1"‘“.
"m..' P 18,



well received, for when he returned to the Seminary, "0, P." began to
receive letters from the "infidel" Dr. Jemnings. "He said he had been
impressed with my fairness in the pulpit; and, as I was a college man,
he thought I could help him," o

Correspendence with Dr, Jemnings presented "0, P," with a great chale-
lenge. He was able to drive Dr. Jemnings from some of his positions and
felt that he had met the others in & standweff, But it weas not easy, and
"0. P." later wrote that "many times he drove me almost to desperations
and I used to pace the room studying hew to enswer him,"? Diffioult end
m?mmughitm.mmathmsMh.
"0, P." later realized its value when he wrote that "In my very first
pastorate the diseipline of that correspondence was very helpful in meet=
ing certein forms of seepticism emong & olass of young men. It has been
of use to me all through my ministry."™

In hie last swmmer vacation "0, P." egain filled several Sunday
appointments, and this, coupled with his other pert time experience,
gained him placement for the Senior year in the Congregational pulpit at
Wayne Center, Illinois, He wes, so far as he knew, the only student in
the Seminary so rortum!:o."' The year pessed swiftly.

lrbid,, pe 14, "0, P, wrote back immediately, and among other things
"hed to tell him I wes not s college men,"

2m¢ +3s Pe 15,

*1v1a,

4Tvid., p. 16,
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Yes, 0. P, Champlin was indeed fortunate, end on graduation day many
thoughts and impressions would have filtered through his mind, His "boyish
longing" was nearly realized; "0, P," was about to become a minister,

TR

Chicago was & long way from "Four Corners," Comnecticut; between, there
were many books and meny blisters, many early mornings, meny late nights,
and many miles,



CHAPTER IIX
COMMENCEMENT

As we turn now to recapture the flavoer of an era that is

neay enough to be thought femiliar and not yet far enough

away to be fully understood, it is well to think of a man

who knew no other master than his God,

"y commision /Sic/ wes to Fairmount, Center Chain, and Waverly
[finnesots], and vicinity,"® Oliver Perry Champlin acoepted his come
mission and was exeited, mnsmwmtntbw»t.mdmglgd
to return to Minnesota where he had spent the previous summer working,
He arrived in Fairmount on June 24, 18‘!‘0.8 His ordination by council
thres wesks later was the first in Martin County,’

mwmmWnluamnm:umwébyfoﬂmM.
To the west, remains of an earlier glacial age, the center of three chains
of lakes ran north and south, The first group of permanent settlers came
from Iowa in 1866, and by the fall of 1857, though many of the original

mmMuwmbmuxmmn,muwwNMudm

loavid Riosman, Nathan Glaser, Reus) Denny, airidgid by the suthers,
m (New Yorks Anchor Books, 1955), p. 184. Here Mr, Riesman
netéenth century American preacher as the exemple of the
"inner directed man." 0. P, Champlin fits the formulae
3'&\!“.. Pe 15,

SJournal of Olivér Perry Champlin, Jenuary 1, 1871l«December 51, 1874,
Pe 26 (Jum “. 1871).

"A\M 0' Pe 18,
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and Pairmount was declared the county seat, By 1870 many of the problems
of settlement were overcomej the Indians were subduedsy much of the wild
game had been killedj substantial portions of the forest land had been
loveleds® A month before "0, P," arrived %o begin his first pastorate the
county had been described by a women a8 & "land of log cabins and liberty)
of ragged mon, dirty ohildren, and of overworked womeny but also the land
of broad acres, bright hopes, and botber health,"

"0e Pots™ oireuit, all around, wes about twenty miles, and it would
be some time before the young preacher would be able to afford a horse,
Horse or no, the winter snows often covered the nearly noneexisbtent roads.
The drifts were often deep, the going slow. But, there were difficulties
other than those of climate and Serrain,

The arrangement of the congregation within the orgarizational structure
of the ngmgutiml Church was such that from time to time powsr struggles
ocourred, The church members elested their own officials, sot their own
policies, accepted or rejected their own ministers. Deacons were clected
%o serve with the pastor in spiritual ministrations; trustees were respon=
gible for the financial administration of the chureh. Added to these
officials were various committees, & clerk, e treasurer, and e church
sohool superintendemt, Within this demoeratic structure there wes often
open disagreement end this sometimes lod to the development, usually

ical Records Bmy. 1939), pp. 8-9.

2. M“ Pe 10,
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around one of the influsntiasl officials, of factions within the congrega=
tion, For the minister to side with either party %n&tﬂutﬁnotapiﬂm
was an invitation to woakness, for strength, especially in small frentier
ohurches, lay im wilty. And, there was alweys the possibility that one
feotion might withdraw from the church and seek unlon with snother
mmﬂm} .

Young Reverend Champlin lmew of these problems when he ascepted his
commission to "Faimmount, Center Chain, and Waverly, and vieinity." There
is no mention of Houry David Thoreau in the papers of Oliver Chawplin, Bub iy
Ou Pu Champlin would have agreed with the Consord transcendentalist as o
the strengbh and the final surety of the "majority of one" principle, With
this belief and with an anxious eagerness, "O. P." began his long service

on=Sundays, his many years of solitary circuit treks, iis end=
less, not alweys rewarding, visitations.

In his sutobiographical sketch "0 P." writes only of the difficulty
of the work in Merbin County, Minnesota. But perhaps the early work load
was mede heavier and therefore more difficult by the rigors of courtshipe=
the ten mils round trip to the south. For Mr. and lirs, He H. Holmes 1ived
in Amber; Miss Ansolettie Holmes was their deughter.

"Lettie" Holmes is first mentiomed by "Oe Pu" in his disry on June 7,
1871« M™diss L. J, Holmes, our teacher, and sister to Rev, Trowbridge's

Lrne mmm skotoh of the Congrogsbioual Churoh, its history,
wmﬂuﬁmaﬂmahhhmnm&.m.
. hurohes (Beston: The Pilgrim Press, 1925).

of the individusl Congregationsl Church ﬁu be din
-auuad in wﬁr dm‘i in Chapter VI,




wife was arrested by G. Y. Livermore for assalt l-ig and battery because

ol The school-marm was

she punished his boy in schools Trial began.
declared not guilty, but Oliver Champlin's edwational interest failed to
wane, The following Sundey he "preached to parents at Fairmount a sermon
called out by the recent sohool trouble.” Two days later he went to the
Trowbridge's and called upon "liiss Holmes the teacher." For a short time
the whirlwind romsnce was halted temporarily while "0s Pe" paid his first
tex end proached his first cempemeebing sermon. Soon, however, he again
"ealled at Rev. Trowbridge's %o see Miss Holmes," and "Gook her %o ride
in a boat.," They had "a pleasant time,"? D =

July 8, however, saw other visits to Miss Holmes. "0, P," visited
her at the school house in the affternoon and went Yo Trowbridge's that

evening., Mirs. T, went %o the prayer meeting end left Miss Holmes at the

1Jourm1, P 23 (Jwme 7, 1871).
2

Ibids, PPe 24«26 (Jime 11+20, 1871), His tax was §2,50, The camp=
was more exciting. "G.P.‘mlm '
sermon at 10330, but could ‘ti:!.nkufmmnﬁ
worry for there was "a big stout Weslayian
Yook his Bible in hand and went off by himself for
had

Ut

Ieonntmtmelftohw apprehended: but this one thing
those things which are behind, and reaching Torth nnbothon%x’mgaﬂoh
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high ealling of
God in Christ Jesus,”

"0, P," did not break down; he talked for forty-five minutes, and °
two days later was told that he preached the sermon of the camp meeting,
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house alone, Made her an offer of marriage,” "0, P." had already made a
payment on & lot in towny he wes confident, But "Lettie" exercised her
woman's prerogative and had what appears to be & change of heart, for “she
offered numberless exouses,” and "0, P." "gave her six months to consider
the mbter,® "0, P," returned to Fairmount that night and noted the next
day that he was "not very well."® :

Shortly, Miss Holmes sent & note of rejection., All, however, was nob
lost, and "0, P," remained optimistic, The Trowbridges favored the marriage
and probably exerted some pressure upon Miss Holmes, their relative and
house guest, And, it must be remembored, "Lettie" was not "the only pebble
on the beash,"

Miss Haven, the daughter of a Professor at the Chisage Theological
Seminery, had begun a correspondence with Oliver on July 5, the day before
the rejected proposal to "Lettie" zmm.a 59, P," and Miss Baven hed
been engaged while he attended the Seminary, but Miss Haven, who feared
the hardships that inevitably fell %o the wife of a frontier preacher,
breke off the engagement, This exchange of letbters, opened by lss Haven,
and ably ssconded by letters from Professor Haven, evidently aimed toward
& reconsideration of Oliver's previous prnpnnl.‘ "0s Po" thought best
to be "non=committle @.,s and in this stabe journeyed to Minnsapolis

IMA: ppe 20-80 (July 6, lg'n) i

R L

gm** pe 50 (July 7, 1871).,

Ibid., pe 29, (July 5, 1871).
*mag.

G_M., pPe 30 (J’uly T I.Bﬂ}.



for & well earned wacation,

In Minneapolis he visited with a friend from the aonﬂmry,l_m saw
former superintendent Clarke of Nichols Academy in Massachusetts. There
wes & fishing trip=eno luck--and there were talks with church Superintendent
Richard Hall, Also, there must have been a disoussion of his problems of
the heart, for he was advised by Mr. Clarke %o "merry a women of money as
we preachers usually are poor and kept poer."

anﬁgnmwmm,mdwmmm“nbuwﬂﬁh
church ac*ivitys The marriege question remained umanswered but not for-
gotten, With the boginning of the new year, mmmnsm-nmm
position (afer taxes), "0, P." decided to disregard Mr., Clarke's advice.
Thue, on Jemuery 9, 1872, he rode south Yo Amber for & visit with the

Eo.‘!mg femily, The visit was a success; it must have beun.’ On January 16

"0s Po" noted in his diary, ftalics and all, "Regeived a note from Miss
Holnes, smbor.*"
_ From what transpired the next evening ome can begin %o appreciate
M0, Pu's belief in Divine Providence, It was indeed quite an evening. He
Went to Amber and spent the evening with Hiss Holmes. Talked
over the situation, Uave her correspondence with Miss Haven
and explained the affair, BEngaged to be married to !Hss Holmes,

Queer moves are made in the geme of life, Was engaged to
Hiss Haven, She broke it off, Was rejected by Miss Holmes.

IMQ’ ?Q 4 (‘-ﬂgﬂlt 8. 1371).

®101d., po 38 (July 51, 1671).

‘__Ihgg.. pe 57 (Jamuery 0, 1872). Mrs. Holmes was the deughter of
e Congregat tional minister, end this may have been important.

“11id,, p. 59 (Jnmuary 15, 1672),



Then Miss Haven renewed the correspondence, Closed the matter

with Miss Haven then ﬂn'gohu reopensd the case and it is

closed with an engagement.

The following dey Reverend Champlin noted that he was "not very
well m-dw.’a Given the event of the previous day his notation may
represent something of an understatement,

Several months, & new suit, .mznmwmgammm,
Oliver Champlin made his last bashelor's trip south.® :

Went %o Amber this afbernoon for the purpose of getbing merried.

Was married in the evening at the house of Almond Bixby, A

social family gathering, I invited the Chubbs, Wards, and

Hunts people. The evening was fine, The company agreeable,

Reve Ns A bridges-il, B, brother-inelaw perf the cere~

mony. Geve & /Sic/ $8,00 foe all I had %o spere.

The newly wed lir. and lirss Champlin spent a happy month in Minne=
epolis-St, Paul and then returned to Fairmount where they moved into their
new house, On October 28, 1872 they had their first meal at home on "u

‘ ; 5
little bit of o teble.," "Baked potatoes, steak, onions, tea and bread,"

Mnm_wrkmxeuwmm preacher and his wife; the months
passed quickly. March saw "0, P." misjudge the Spring thaws horse and

rider broke through the ioce on the lake %o the northwest of town, "A

11bid,, ppe 59-60 (Jamuery 16, 1872).

®1b4d., p. 60 (Jamuary 17, 1872), ,

Siiss Haven sent five dollars, along with a note of congratulations,
See Journal, p, 116 (September 10, 1872),

“1vid,, p. 118 (Sepember 13, 1872),

S

Brbid., pe 124 (October 28, 1872).



narrow escape," he noted, "for myself and the horse too," The firet
Champlin son, George, was born in June, A grasshopper invasion "from
Texas" come the same night.” Pinally, the year was merked, with the aid
of & "witch hagel,” by = good flow of water from the well which "0, P."
dug hinsaltoa

‘rbid., p. 149 (uaroh 12, 1873),

21vid., pp. 169=70 (June 17, 1878). "0, P." wrote artioles for the

‘Ewww«n&ummﬁenwm
resulting losses in Martin County, especially ss they affected the English
colonists. See the Minneapolis Tribune December 28, 1873, p. 5, and
Hay 8, 1874, Pe 2,

The English colonists were important in the settlement of Martin
County. mymmumsmmwmmuymwmm
County the bean capitel of the world." The yearly grasshopper invasions
(Mlmmﬁxm}mmunmmnummwmm
of the colonists had returned to England, However, the English colony
had helped Martin County sustain itself through the invasions, And, thanks
to the English, fox bunting was introduced in Martin County in the fall of
1876. See the Historieal Records Surv ”0 M.Mn%unty PP 10-13,

8 journal, pe 196 (Novomber 22, 1878). "0, P." had boen digging he
well gix feet in diameter, He borrowed an auger and began to drill in
the genter of the well. "Mr, Budd with the witoh hazel said the stream
was on the side. We tried it and got a good flow of water,"




CHAPTER V
"HIS YOKE . « o AND HIS DURTHEN « & « «%

mcmnuwatmmﬂmor_m When the
congregation veted against vetaining his services, "0, P™ wrote that he
tolt'ﬂumdotuwtm‘l The losel paper, the Ball and Chain,
gave him a gracious sendwoff, but undermeath the editorial as oopied in
h:umspm'n.r,'mdmamumwmmntmmm.'z
The pastorate was "four years of the hardest kind of work in very dise
souraging eirounstances and opposition from the start,” and the Champlins
were happy Yo leave, In truth, some of the church members were glad to
soe them go. Alse in truth, it must be sald that Reverend Chemplin had
labored industriously; the MMMPMWMMIM.‘

"0, P." spent most of June, 1874 in Glencoe, Minneseota, the scene
of one swmmer's stay while he wes & student at the seminary, But ho was
not to remain there, for as he noted, "As mear as I cen find out I do nob

£111 the bill. The oubsiders think I am %oo anclent, Want %o lwow why I

lma,. ppe 216+19 (March 25, 1874). In & meeting vhich was atbended
by only & small proportion of the ohurch mewbership "0, P." lost his
position by ome vote. He had completely aliemated ome family which was
vory influential. All hie attempts at recomeiliation failed,

s.mt" Ps 16,

$ug, p," was very highly praised by the state Superintendent and the
gtate Couneils



did not go back to the Flood and preach about 15,

The acquaintanses
from his student deys favored him, but the Chemplins, weary of dissension,
weited for other opportunities,” Finally, on June 28, 1874, "0, P,"
closed four years work in Martin Counbty, Mimnesote and left for Sleepy Eye
leke, Brown County, Minnesota., Friends expressed regret at the departure;
the "hoppers" made their yearly pilgramege to the fields, and Reverend
Champlin noted in his journal:

I weighed 11
Wife » 1
George .

The next five years wra»ti.ned with work, challenge, some success,
and, always, the grasshoppers., The Fairmount pastorate had been a dife
fieult one, but during the pastorate the young minister had gained exper=
iense~-experience that he would need and use in Sleepy Eye Lake,

One episode--not typical, luckilyeewhich shows something of the
problensof the frentier minister, also gives an insight into the personale
ities of both "0, P," and some of his congregation, After giving the
service in Sleepy Eye, Reverend Champlin hurried out and rode to Burns
where he was to give the first sermon since his arrival. It was cold,

Liournsl, pp. 226-7 (May 5, 1874),

2Ibide, Ppe 232=5 (June 4, 1874). Within the church administration
"0, P," was considered a competent and a respomsible minister., The new
State Superintendent, L. H, Cobb, asked Reverend D, Hunt about "0, P,"
"Does he know anything? Has he got any ability? Is he worth keeping in
the State?" Hunt answered, "Knew enough, Had ability enough for eny of
the churches in the State and was worth keeping.”

SJournal, p. 235 (June 20, 1874). "0, P," was nearly thirty=one
years of age,



"Some of the way it was difficult to get through the ravines now packed
full of sm.'a' "0, P." "pushed on as fast as possible and came at length
where the schoolhouse ought to have been in which services were heldj but
it was no where to be seen," What to do? Where was the school house?
In a nearby house over a warm, thawing fire, the story came out,

"It appears that a man by the name of Scott dissatisfied with its
location had moved it away one night and placed it some over & mile in
another part of the distriot and much nearer his own plm."’ A service
was nevertheless helds six people attended, "O. P," had hoped to spend
the night in Burns, but no invitations were extended. So, the pnum‘md
his jaded horse, neither with anything to eat since early moraning, journeyed
home tourdvﬂupy Eye late that night, It was & weary and a lonely trip,
dark, soross country; the road was lost in the drifts of snow,

I have promises %o keep,
miles %o go before I sleep,
And miles %o go before I sleep.

L
But
And

The Champlins spent five years in Brown County, Minnesota, A letter
of resignation in 1878 was not aceepted, but the following year Reverend ;
Champlin again asked to be relieved, This time the resignation was accepted.

1"En':l‘y Missionary Days Along the Winona and S5t. Peter," No, 8, pe. 6.
There ere fifteen of these early missionary sketches written by Reverend
Champlin, (MSS in The Minnesota Historical Seciety; copies in the 0, P,
Champlin Papers.) Hereafter cited as "Barly Missionary Days."

®1bid,

S1bid, To one responsible for the unity of the congregation, the humor
in this situation would not be so apparent, The Burns congregation never
survived this first division and eventuaslly the field was lost., Ilir. Champlin
had a gift for understatement, and I believe that he did have a healthy sense
of humor, His son, Albert Elmer, says that "0, P," did see humor in life,
Meny years later, June 16, 1898, "0, P." notes in his journal, "Got piano
in house through window," It was a grand piano,



"0, P," wrote that he did not feel strong enough for the work,
This feeling of inability to meet the demsnds of the field acts
injuriously upon me, and aggrevates /sic/ my physicel and nere

vous disorders. I think my present oal condition and
future usefulness deménds a cessation of the responsibilities

of & permanent ohrp.l

The Champlins went to Stafford Springs, Comnectiout, for their rest.
There were four nows & daughter had been added to the family, George had
been born in Fairmount and was now & rapidly growing five-year-old, label,
the second daughter, had been born in 1877, The first daughter, born in
1875, died of diptheria,®

Surrounded by femily and old friends, "0. P," rested happily and grew
strong again, Thus it was that he was persuaded %o supply the Stafford-
ville Congregational Church which was then without a minisbter,

-This church, located in one of the factory villages of the

town of Stafford, wes in a bed way, It wes divided over the

dismissal of the previous "‘f‘" and there was strong feele

ing between the two factions.

"0, P," was only to preach on Sundey and the mideweek; there was no
official salary and the missionary soclety refused %o aid the divided
church, Under hh oare the church prospered,

The church was umited. Misunderstandings and animosities

cledred up and removed /sic/. _The church strengthensd every

vay, When my vime /8ix was out the church was

offered as much missionary aid as any other church in the

state if I would continue on, or some capable man could be
found to take my place.®

18«:»«&. Pe 171, This quotation is from Reverend Champlin's letter
of resignation.

2% jourpal of Oliver Perry Champlin for 1877," Februsry 1l.
SnAuto.," pp. 17<18.
‘m&., Pe 18,



"0, P," found his own successorj the Reverend Henry Vaille, & pastor
who had earlier been driven out of the Staffordville church by the same
faotional strife that "0, P," had w.l

A letter from Superintendent L, H, Cobb, who had once asked, "Has he
got any ebility?" helped %o spur "0, P." toward the West and again to Mine
nesota, It began, "I wanb you very much, And as soon &s possiblel Now
you ask 'Where?! Any vacancy in the State. We will do owr level best %o
got you $800 if you will come now. Say, Come 17"

The Chanmplins spent 1880 in Tracy, Minnesota, and then moved to Cleare
weter in the fall of m:t.' A month later Noble, their second sen, was
born. ITwo yeurs later Albert Elmer, the third son and last child, arrived,
These two births highlight an otherwise nearly umeventful stay in Mine
nesota, As "0, P." wrote,

The Clearwater cherge was a good one. Church and community

kept in pleasant relations with me by correspondence long

after I lsft them, There was really no sufficient reason

why I should have left them, though I thought it best for the

church to have the ministrations of & different man,?

The minister and his family moved to Emmetsburg, Iows on May 26, 1884,
And this pastorate was to be filled with eventful days and not always
“pleasant relations."

The pastorate at Emmetsburg was a fighting one from start to
finish on aceount of the miserable antagonism of a certain

lma., Ps 19, :
aSmM,_p. ‘.!.Sl. See pe 29, n. 2,
Sauto.," pe 21.

[
Ibid,



Methodist faction which seased not te injure both the Episcopal
and Oongregational churches all it could during my whole ministry.
Relations with the Episcopalians, and even Catholics very friend=
1y always, nlm wag the fight for enforcement of the new
prohibitory law,

"Then there was the fight for enforcement of the new prohibitory law.

This -ni-y short and mild statement passes quiekly over an exeiting and

aanaam situation in vhich Reverend Champlin played & leading and a

/ :
aon pert, Onee beaten, once threatened with death, he neverthe-
Throughout, he kept

less uh«l to enforce the liguor prohibition law.
his unho of proportion, Because s friend forced onme upon him, “0s P."
But he was afraid that he would injuwre him=

umqu a pistol for a week.

ul{f/m 8o returned the weapon.>
/ Almost immediately after settling in Bumetsburg, Reverend Champlin

i
/_t’
'7!: called upon to give & temperance address, "to consider action with
’i‘-fwvm to the new legislative prohibitory law which had just taken
/d‘t‘ut." For a short time the town seemed to submit to the mew order of
things, However, it was soon apperent that the law wes being disregarded.
By the spring of 1886 the municipal elections were held on the issue of
enforcement, and to the regret of the saloon keepers, some of the "Irish
element," and the local officers who "were in bondage to the saloon," &

/

y

/
i

If_ - - .

} ‘mid., pe A,

1

| Zpor the full story ses the sketeh entitled "An Experience in law

Enforcement” (M8S in the O. P, Champlin Papers).

"'!mpom Mmu. Pe 4o At the conclusion of the "Address"

upon for another temperance

1in Papers).




34
reform mayor, As L. Ormsby, wes elected, And then the trouble -ma.l

"0, Po" talked to businessmen, gathered signatures on petitions,
preached sermons, and withstood attempts at intimidation, Eventually,
though it took several months and one killing, the party of reform carried
the day; it was, however, quite a struggle,

0f the Bametsburg church, Reverend Champlin later remembered thati

The church was in good condition in every particular, A few

wanted & simpler, more evangelical service. I thought best,

now there seemed to be a period of rest from meny antagonism

sie/, to get out, and get in another sort of a preacher, I
to find the man, of an evangelistic reputation, who
fou!nd me, I even voted for him in the meeting that ealled
.

Corning, JTowa, where "0, P," was unanimously called on February 1,
1877, was a difficult pastorate., A less than auspicious beginning set the
tone for the whole seven and one=half month stay, On "0, P.'s" first Sabe
both in Corning a young preacher named Milton, with the aid of relatives
in the congregation, forced his way into the pulpit and assumed charge of
the service, "0, P," offered him the evening service, but was told that
young Milton was to be in charge of the evening service at the Presbyterian
Church, "0, P," noted that "the sermon was interesting and very well .

delivered," However, "He preached Henry Drummond from beginning to end,.

E:prunn in Law Enforoément,™ pp. 1«3, This sketoh is very full
and ecourate, A minister, Rev, George C, Haddock, was murdered in another
town because of his stand against prohibition, Alse there were house
burnings, and msny beatings, See a series of three articles ("The History
of Liquor Legislation in Iowa") by Dan Elbert Clark in The Iowa Journal

of n% and mnm: Benjemin F, Shambeugh (ed.). Iowa Ciby: State
o0 v < » m. Vol VI, PP« 56«87, 3359=374, 503-604,

:.Amc. . Pe 22,



Every illustration was drawn from Natursl Law in the Spirituel World
excepting one whioh was about the pig, and he slandered the p&g.‘l

"0y P," had read Drumsond's book, amd disagreed with “the impossi=
bility of developing & Spiritusl Man from a Mateorial Men," and, after the
seymon was finished Reverend Champlin ook issue with young Milten. The
people in the congregation thought that "0, P." had acted from jealousy,
and one man bold "0, P.", "You ought to have your g-s kicked."® The
impression made that first Sabboth was slowly overcome, but as "0, P,"
noteds "This was the first service my family had attended as wo were only
just moved into the oity. Not very pleasant for it."™

"0uPy," a8 he did se often, worked to seothe the feelings of the mem~
bership, hitherto divided in opinion, and the congregation slowly showed
an inoreasingly higher opinion of their pastor, until, Reverend Champlin
remembered, "The wnmlmmqghtlmghttohmmWon
us their piotures when we loffs o . +" But the Champlins were happy to
leave Corning when the pastorate ended. It was a place of difficult wrk
and unpleasant memories, for in Corning the Champlins lost their son, YVoble,
%o Scarlet Fever. It had been a place of some accomplishment and of great

loss.

'Ibid,, pp. 22+28, See also Journal, March 20, 1887.

3_;115_15,. Pe 24,

" RRRRREE

‘rbu.. Pe 26, "0, P," owned a oopy of m'a book (apparently
the only copy in town), and this was borrowed by members of the congrega=

tion who réad 1%, and also disagreed with Drumond's doctrine of the
"Hew Birth,"”



The pastor who followed later wrote to "0, P." praising the work that
Reverend Champlin did in Corning., "This, brother Champlin, I owe %o you
largely, the way you handled thn."]‘ And, in a greatfully remembered act
of kindness, the congregation, unesked, took ecare of Hoble's grave, .

Wuhndhﬁthnbodyermn%hhyutm'egwﬁthm

being able to fix up, or protect the little grawe, The little

body was alone in the wnprotected, wnbeautified, and hardly

merket greve, YNow, one day we receive two pilotures of the

stereoptocan /sic/ type from some of owr Corning friends. One

showed the whole grave, head and foot stone; one showed the

fine large headstons with mih‘huxmmwan on it; and beth

shnn@ how it had been beautified. ¢

"0, P," folt that "Bro, Beman may have had something to do with this."®
In & sumation of faith "0, P," wrote, "At any rate I have always felt that
wo were afflicted at that time, and in the way we were, for the benefit of
that people more than for ourselves, God has his own wonderful way with
us &u‘”4

What follows in the life of Oliver Perry Champlin is neither unimportent
nor uninteresting. However, when he left Corning, Iowa and went %o Rushford,

Mimnesota, "0, P," began to push what his first pastor, Alexis Ide, called

Lnauto.," pe 29,
zM?. Pe 30,
S1bid,

“1b34, This sutobiographical sketeh was writen in 1922 for T. O,
Douglass, Douglass was Church Superintendent while the Champlins wére in
Corning. Thus, he would have been able to judge the truth of "0, Pote"
statements and "0, P." would know this,

The death of Neble caused & genuine sorrow in the Champlin family,
"God has his own wonderful way with us all,™ is not an idle statement of
ministerial pap, Rather, it is the expression ef Y atrong belief, a life=-
guide. In the first sermon after Noble's death, "0, P," preached from the
text, "Lot not your heart be troubled: ye bélieve in God, believe also in
Me." And the Reverend Champlin did believe, See Journal, May 1-10, 1887,
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"the dead line of #10%y,"" The fubure ws %o be as the past had fores
shadowed, Oliver Chemplin remained a meving, working, supplier of small
midelorthwest churches, To Minnescta, south e Illinois, north %o Wis-
consine~hers and there the Champlins moved, Fimally, North Dekobe beoame
and remained the Champlin home for thirty years.

While he continued a3 an active minister, "0, P." went out from Farge,
Forth Dakote infe the swrounding Serritory, He filled wecancies and _
started churshes, Albert, merried, lived nearby, Mabel remeined at home.
There Im more time for writing, for reading; there wes time %o garden, %o
build up & sell honey selling business, There was, always, the church and
its work. :

~ On December 23, 1926 "Lettie" began to make the Christmes mines pies,
Oe Po Champlin, semi=permanent Congregational minister, ocbogenarien wood-
chopper, writer, gardener extraordinary, and seller of homey, "went over
town between twelve and one. m:ﬂmkbymhnﬁmdcwmt"
He wes dowatown So meke arrangements for the funeral of a friend,

Roverend Champlin passed away in the very early moraing, December 27,
1926, the last of the Class of 1870,

IRMQ" Pe 53._.

2 journal of Oliver Porry Champlin for 1926, Dessmber 25, 1926,
The quoted entry was made by Miss ¥Mabel Champlin.



CHAPTER V
A PREACHER'S WORK

When he was graduated from the Chicago Theological Semimary in the
spring of 1870 Oliver Perry Champlin was prepared for the ministry, But
vhat do ministers do? What follows here might well be ecalled "A Year in
the Life of & Preacher." The events are taken from throughout "0, P.'s"
career, and are not \moamn.l These incidents show something of the everye
day externals of the life of & rural preacher, The preacher's search for a .-
position, his workescheduls, his visitations, and his sermonse-these were
the preacher's work, 4And these things, coupled with his attitude toward
his congregation, and ite attitude toward him, must be weighed in order
%o evaluate his effectiveness,

Reverend Champlin's work and life were composed of a series of small
successes and raumn, an unending succession of minor orises, In towmn
| after town "0, P." was responsible for the growth of one separate limd,
independent, yet part af & large church body., Challenges %o ﬂa welfere
of the individual congregation might range from bitter disagreement among
national church hodin to simple (but alse bitter) personal differences
emong members of a small congregation. "0, P." by nature, and by position,

lﬂan, 1 do not mean to imply that Oliver Champlin may stend as repre-
sentative of ministers, or even &s a representative of all Congregational
ministers, But, es & rural mid-Western preacher he had in common with other
preachers in -w.w areas the problems of survivel amid denominational
:::gouﬁn. strife within the congregation, a heavy work loadee-success
failure,.



was "given %o looking after the details,” He was, as were the vast
majority of his fellowwministers, concerned with individuals end indi-
vidual congregations.

® % % ok R

The Champlin pastorate in Sleepy Eye Leke, Minnesota began with a
lotter that asked "0, P," to underteke a temporary supply for the general
miscionary, B, A, Alden, The following passages, quebed from Reverend
Champlin's Journal show something of the trouble involved in the search
for a position, They also represent an excellent outline of a preacher's
wo rk=routine,

"0. P," agreed to undertake the temporery supply, and thus took the
train to Sleepy Eye lLeke on July 10, 1874, There, the following letter
was handed him:

Dear Bro, Champlin:

Physiocians and friends have overruled me, and I have %o
wait until my health is better before I come. Flease do what
I should do if I cames and I will at least pay all your ex-
penses and as much more as I cans and I hope you will look
favorably at some of the places for a permanent stay,

My plan will bee-lst, ‘

Go to Walpnut Grove on the cars Friday., Get dinner at

Mr, Kemnedy's, and perhaps supper, lodging and breakfest if
you choose., Take my pony « « « and go to the Big Bend, ¢+ + »
Call at Mr, Star's and arrange for e serviece and orgenizing
& Sunday School on Sunday P,M, Thenos + . » %o Mr, W, Hoses,
arrange for singing (he is a singer), and organizing e Sunday
School at Saratoga. Thence « ¢ « to Saratoga, See Mr. C_n,
board with him, Slesp in the church on cot bed=-prop it up
well, 8ee that notice of meeting is widely eirculated, Eere
vices at 10:30; Sunday School orgamized immediately after,
Cannot have sessions oftener than once in two weeks,.

Mr, Moses or his brother (who lives mear Walnut Grove)
will be Supt, and I will aet as such once in four weeks. Can
distribute books if you have received them, See if they have
arrived the moment you get to Walnut Grove. + « «



After Services and a lunch you ean ride back with Mr. Moses,
or on the ...‘«wmmr.manﬁnuaormt!m
Sunday Schools « « « After Service go where you like, « « »

From Welout Grove "0, P." was to proceed to Burns and there was %o
spend the might., The letter contimueds

Visit some in the neighborhood, Give notice that you will
be there on the Sabbath 4:P.M, or sooner if possible. Tell them
the last eppointment failed through sickness, '

Thenece to Sleepy Eye on the north side of the R, R, by all
means, Preéach on the Sabbathe-stay to Sunday School or not as
you choose, Thence to Burns (distancs twelve miles)=-and preach.

Thence wherever you choose. » « « Got what you can of the
people of Sleepy Eye. Keep account of expenses. Inclosed is
$5 dolls=-am very, very short. Let me hesr from you scon. By
all means make & permanent my.3

Thus the letter closed and "0, P.'s" work began. His instruections

were not perfectly elear in all partioulars, He kmew no one in the Sleepy

Eye area, Yet Roverend Champlin decided to carry out the task given over
to him, What now follows is "0, Pe's" own sccount of the week as it

mgnuu.'

I read this letter whils the cars were waiting, I was
disappointeds but had %o think and aet quiekly., There was but
one thing to do and that was %o carry out the plan outlined in
the letter the best I could, Accordingly I bought & ticket and
the cars started, I went %o Walnut Grove forty two or three
miles from Sleepy Eye, Here I remained over night at the new

IJwrml, PDs 240=42 (July 10, 1874).

21bid,, ppe 242-3 (July 10, 1874).

%1% eppears from the writing here that "0, P," did not make these
entries inte his diary day by days Rather, it seems that they were
written from memory at the end of the week. He may have forgotien %o
take the diary with him and made the entries when he returned to Sleepy
Eye on the 15%h of July, for he would certainly have lef't some of his
belongings in Sleepy Eye, end he did have %o hurry %o catch the train
from Sleepy Eye.to Walnut Grove on the 1lth, The entries on and after
the 16th are mede in "0, P,'s" usual form,



hotel which James Kemnedy had built and was keeping, I
found the pony ploketed out~-loocked him over and concluded to
got along without him,

Fortunately the hend car was gos.ng up to the Big Bend
in the morning and I was offered a chance to work my way on
that and chose it instead of the pony. /The pomy was in poor
conditio:

I left the reilroad at the Bend and started out to find
Mr, Star's, From there I went to Mr, Wardell's and then on
to Mr, Moses' where I found about a hundred vols. of new Sun-
dey School books, I got dimner at My, Star's and went over
to Myr. Moses' in the afternocon, divided, merked and numbered
the books for the schools to be organiszed on the Sebbath, « « «
Vhen this work wes completed I set out a foot for the six
miles tramp to Saratoga, As I went along I gave notice, as
opportunity presented, of the meebings on the Sabbath,

I had made myself lame in the morning, helping load twe
0ld hendwoars on & flat car, and when I got to Saratoga, which
wes about teastime, was glad to stop.

After tea I took a look at the unfinished chapel and
found it needed %o be put in order for the service. I cleaned
it out and arrenged the seats, . + « The sun was down by the
time I weas through at the chepels I had still %o call on a
family to see about books and pepers for the Sunday School. I%
was late when I got n'om. As the cot bed in the chapel was
entirely without bedding, and as I had the offer of a lounge
umm.mxmtgmwmh,lghﬁlympﬂdﬁ
and retired to sleep well.

"0s P," awoke to a pleasant Sabbath morning, end he preached %o a
good sudience, A Sunday School was organized, though "0, P." did not
believe that there was mush hope for its survival.’ From Saratega
"0, P," went with Mr, William Moses to Big Bend where services were
opened in & small frame house, "0, P."™ noted in his jourmal that

The few families--half & dozen or so in the vicinity--made
up the congregation, « «+ « It was understood that a Sabbath

! journsl, pp. 243-245 (July 10-11, 1874).

219, P," thought that Saratoga was too small & town and the people
were too poor., See Journal, p. 245 (July 12, 1874).



School would be organized at the oclose of the service; so I at
once proceeded to the matter; but was interrupted by some one
who thought that Elder Wait should have something to say about
it,.

Fow I did not know Elder Wait or what his relation to the
matbor wass but I said we would be glad to hear from him, There=
upon he arose and began to speak; bubt very soon driftted from
the Sunday School organisation %o church organization and an
abuse of myself oalling me & "hireling" & "transcient" and & "tool"
of some one 01'-!. He talked ebout Presbyterians "pre-empting®
the ground ete.

I let him go on until I thought he had said enough and then
I salled him to order by stating the purpose of our meeting, He
subsided, I pgave others & chance to free their minds; but there
was not much further %o be seid, I then asked them if they would
organize the school or wuld they have me do it for them, They
put it in my hands,

I ealled for the nomination of superintendent, and & man was
chosen, Other officers were elected without trouble, I then
organized the classes and we settled on the teachers. The school
started with a few books and papers,

It was late when the organization was completed; dbut I asked
permission to say a few words with reference to the matters
Rev, Mr, Wait had brought up, It was heartily given, I told them
they were not ready for & church; but when they were they ought to
be able to settle the nature of the organization among themselves
without outside interference from any one. I explained my presence
among them in a few words. I seemed %o have made a good impres=
sion on their minds as they heartily thenked me for the stend I
took,

After the meeting Elder Wait ceme to me eand apologized for
what he had said, ¢ o o°

1vid., p. 246 (July 12, 1874), There had been & good desl of bad
feeling between the Presbyterians and the Cengregationslisté in the aree
surrounding Sleepy Eye Lake, and this was to be one of "0,P,'s" main
problems during his stay in Sleepy Eye. Also, though Elder Wait was
evidently unfair to "0, P," in this wﬁ there was some ground for
suspicion, No one in the congregation knew "0, P," WNissionary Alden
had missed his last appointment through sickness, And, there was the
possibility that the Presbyterians instead of the Congregationalists had
sent "0, P." to organize the congregation,

1bide, ppe 46-8 (July 12, 1874). Very striotly speaking, "0, P."
was correct when he told the congregation that they should be able te
organize the olureh and church school themselves, This was according to
the way of the Congregational Church, However, "0, P." was probably
expeoting too much from such a small and out-of«the-way group., This was
"0, P.'s"™ first experiénce in such a situation,



%0, P." spent the night with the Wardells, the family in whose home
the services had been held, and left eerly the following morning for Walnub
@rove where he was to presch in the evening, As "0, P," moted, the village
wag not large. It had two stores, two blscksmith shops, one cobblexr's shop
and one hotels dJust located was the all~important reilroad mﬁm”

Thet night at dinner "0, P." met Reverend M, Spaulding vho had been
preaching in Marshall, Minnesots (about twentyefive miles to the northwest).
Reverend spmuug was sbout to leave Marshall and wanted "0, P." to take
his place, The salary was nine hundred dollars per year, "0, P." promised
to preach for Reverend Speulding on July 26, _

Two days later Reverend Champlin errived in Sleepy Eye lLake, He had
traveled more than ome hundred thirty miles, He was weary, but pleased,
when Brother Alden complimented him for the work that had been done,

However, when Reverend Champlin said that he would be willing to re=
main &g the permanent mimister, Alden ssid that Reverend H, G, Simmons
had asked for the Sleepy Eye pastorate, Simmons was a good minister and
@ good friend to "0, P." Ho had just recemtly married, end "O0.P." knew
that the Sleepy Eye pastorate weuld be the type to work a hardship upen &
now wife. "0 Pu" told Alden what he knew about Simmonst

I told him I knew Simmons and he was a good fellow, Had a

new wife, If he should give him a true statement of the

fedts of our work here Simmons would hesitate about taking

i%, The people wanted me. To take the field would be less
expensive for me in movings I had better stay here and we'

would arrenge for Simmons %o visit Marshall, "5, P
had been offered the pastorate by Reverend Spau r X
wuld recall my vieit or appointment o Marshall, shall

11bid., p. 268 (July 13, 1874).



was an American, and better tfm than Sleepy Eyes Our church
there was largere--four times.

Thus the arrangements were made; "0, P," was to teke Sleepy Eye Lake
and Simmons was %o have larshall, And so, the position secured, the pastor
could then begin his work,

Vigltations were an important pert of that work, In Elmer Gantry,
Elmer borrowed Eddie Fislinger's notebook before exemination time. The
notebook was explieit, if slightly cold, on the subject of pastoral visi-
tation, The rules that Elmer memorized and undoubtedly took to heart are
as follows:

No partiality.

Don't negleet hired girlss be cordial,

Guard conversation, pleasing manner and laugh

and maybe one funny story but no seandal or
erit, of others,

Stay only 15-20 minutes,

Agk if like to pray with, not insist,

Rem gt opportunities during sickness, sorrow, merriage,

Ask jokingly why husband not oftener to churoh.®

‘Like Polonius's advice %o Laertes, Eddie's notes included all but
soul, Reverend Champlin's visitations often did in truth border upen
the perfunctory, for they were demanded, and were not alnyl';pproohm.
The "ealls™ were time-consumings there were many to be m-.s But "0, P,"

usunlly made his visits beocause he felt that good would come from them,

11bids, pe 263 (July 22, 1874), "0, P." and Simmons remained good
friends, Later, around the turn of the eentury, they worked together in
and around Fargo, North Dekota where they helped to found Fargo College
(now Yankton). "0, P," knew well the hardships of a pastorate like Sleepy
Eye, and knew 2lso that such a pastorate would be difficult for any wifew=
but especially a new wife. In truth, Marshall was the easier--and the

better paide-pastoratel
astnchh' Lewis, Blmer Gantry (New York: Dell Books, 1963, p. 124,
Smn Corning, Iowa "0, P," records 233 ealls between February 26 and

July 21, This is three salls every two days, more if Sundays are excluded.
See his Journal for 1887,



Of ocordiality toward neglected hired girls "0, P." makes no mention (Elmer
is more specific here.), but of sickness he has left a specific record,
~ Shortly after he began his first pastorate at Falrmount, Mimnesota,
"0+ P," visited the Shammons. Mr, Shannon lived alone with his son, and
the boy was siok,) The next day "0, P." returned.
VWient to see the sick young man at Shammons. Is some better.
Has not proper care, A miserable dirty bed. Poor food,
Father too stingy to provide for him as he ought to, Gave
the old man a severe talk, Told him he would lose his bey
if he did not provide betber for him, and it would cost him
more to bury him than %o give him proper food.
The next visit found the boy improved. "His father is doing better by
him, Plain alk sent him in town to got him some things needed,™ A
finel visit noted further improvement.® lNot all "ealls" proved this
effeotive,
It was also in Fairmount, Minnesota, during his first pastorate, that
"0, P.* faced=-and overcame-~his first congregational division, Deacons

were the most influential among the lay members of the congregation; James

Yjournal, p. 57 (August 51, 1871).

%1bid,, p. 38 (September 1, 1871),
’m«,_, Pe 59 (September 6, 1871),

‘ma.. pe 42 (September 19, 1871), There is no record of a funeral
for the Shannon boy inm "0, P.'s" Journal, so I have assumed that the young
man did in fact swrvive his illness. For another exaiple of a "sickness”
visitation that occurred at almost the same time see the Journal for
September 12, 1871, p. 40. A "dugwout" served as home for the Grimes
familys it was in miserable condition, IMrs, Grimes had one small child
wore ill, Mr, Grimes was a carpenter, but ascording to "0, P.," the roof
had fellen, mulI killing the children who were in bed., "0, P," talked
with Mr, Grimest "Told him if he didn't want %o kill his wife he must
get her out of there," :
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Hervey was a Deacon. On the third of March, 1872, "0, P," discovered
that the Herveys were dissatisfied with him, The next day he sought out
Mr, Horvey in an effort to get to the root of the mmr." o progress
was made, and it was arranged te meet again the following day. Hervey
failed to keep the appointment, and "0, P." went %o talk the matter over
with his friend Dr. Chubbs. "Chubbs thinks we have not made emough of
them and that 1s sll the trouble," ‘

Returning home, Reverend Champlin wrote to Mrs. Hervey; next day he
received a letter in return, ("ot a very mean letter out of the office
to=day from lMrs, Hervey,"®) With charscteristic persistence, "0, P." went
immediately to the Hervey farm.

Harnessed and drove out there, When I came in view of
their house someone opened the door and looked out, The door
wag shut. It opened again and soon closed, In a few minutes
Hervey and his wife left the house and sterted across a
ploughed field in the rain rumning away from me. I hed a
presentiment that they would do so.

Put whip to horse and was able to head them off before
they had gone far. They were mad., She was not going to re=
turn but finally went back to the house, I hitched and went
in, For some time Mrs, H, did not appear; but I salled for
her to show up and she came in, The fire was started, She
accused me of writing what was untrue in the letter, I said
she was mistaken, She insisted., I said produce the letter,
She couldn't find it. I then took a copy of it from my
pocket and said it was no matters but then she looked again
‘and found the letter. She looked it over and found I was
eorrect, '

I then drew & chair up between them and sat down, I
plainly talked the situation over and replied %o their foolish
charges such as "I spoiled & good sermon in closing it." "did

11b1d,, pp. 78-8 (April -4, 1872),

®1bid., pp. 79-80 (April 5, 1872).

Sbid., p. 81 (April 9, 1872).
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not pray when I called on people™=~had done wrong in standing
up for the schooleteacher, "did not call on them enough."

Gave them to understand they could get another minister
if they wishedy « + « ¢ I would help them %o get a minister,
My intention to build & house and get married would not be in
the way of enother minister, Could dispose of the house,
Intended to marry Miss H, and would demend of the church
respect for her as she deserved,

If he /[lir, Hervey/ wanted to do the mason work on the’
house he must decide at once as another man wanted the job.

If he wanted to work out his subseription he eould or he
needn'té, Do just as he pleased.

I then answered her letter right there which she admitted
was written when she was mad, I talked through the whole mate
Yer and then knelt down between them and prayed. Before I got
through they were both orying. When we got over that she toek
him in one corner of the room and I heard her whisper to him
%o be sure and get the job om my house. He took it.

The next Sunday, April 14, "Dea. Hervey and wife walked in to meebting

ne

through the wet and mud nearly two miles."” After a few "pleasant chats"

with Deecon Hervey, "0. P." again rode out to the Hervey farn whers the
matter was finally settled satisfactorily,

- Went to Dea, Herveys ¢/ this afternoon. Drove up
and hitched. Fcund him and we went in but no woman appeared.
House Vvery quiet, Not much said. Heard a thimble drop up=
stairs, Suggested to the deacon that we go out and look
around, After we had besn out some time I saw signs of life
at the house and after a while we made our way back,

Then the deacon asked me to put the horse in the stable
and stop to tea, I told him I came out for that purpese.
Horse was put out. I went in and was cordially received by
¥rs, He who had just finished cleaning up the floor., Had
supper and n‘gh‘aunt visit, Think mow I have fully subdued
the old lady,

Finally, the Herveys moved away, and two years later when "0, P,"

-~

1ibid., pp. 8183 (April 9, 1872).
21bid,, p. 84 (April 14, 1872),
®1bid., pe 97 (June 13, 1872).



48

lost his position at Fairmount, Mr, and Mrs. Hervey wrote from Filmore,
Minnesota to ask Reverend Champlin to come eand be their pmharol

The disagreement with the Herveys was as nothing when compered to the
open breach in the congregation that resulted when "0, P," preached a sere
mon against dancing. Reverend Champlin preached this sermon on December 7,
18733 it was destined to be the cause of his leaving Fairmount, As "0, P."
noted in his jouwrnal, the sermon provoked immediate response,

Preached in the evening on 'Dancing' (Acts 16+28), The

house was full, To my surprise Geo. Livermore came in,

After the meeting he come forward and handing me a dollar

bill said: "I want to give that for the good morals of the

community,” Werd was med. :

The next day there was "a good deal of talk over the 'Dancing Sermon,'"
Ward's folks quite pub out and Mrs, W. in particular,"™ "0, P," felt that
the dsneing sermon was "still bearing fruit," but hed to try snd settle “"with
ward and badwill,"™ On the fifteenth of December the loesl paper carried
an article on the sermon, "0, P," noted that the editorial "had & dab at
the *Dance’ sermon, I do not mind 16.,"® Thus, he noted in his Journal,

But, nevertheless, "0, P," did "mind 1%," He was tired; he had been in

11bid., p. 254 (June 13, 1874).

21vid., p. 198 (December 7, 1878). G. Y, Livermore was the men who
had arrested the "school-marm," Miss Holmes, when she struck his son in
school, Mr, and Mrs, R, M, Ward wore members of the church, There is no
copy of the "Dancing Sormon" emong the Champlin Papérs, but "0, P," speaks
out in his Journal ageinst the town's weekly dances.

S1bid,, p. 109 (December 8, 1873),
41bid., p. 197 (December 9, 1873).
SThid., p. 200 (December 15, 1873),
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Fairmount over three years, and the work was diffieult,

"0s P," talked with Superintendent Hall who ceme %o Fairmount for a
visit, "Hell thinks I had better stay heres that I am doing & good work,
and if leave the church will go down,"’ The Christmas holidey passed with
the conflict over the "Dancing Sermon" still unresolved. On December 30,
"0+ P." rode to Ward's where he hed a talk with Mr, and Mrs, M.a
lrs, Vierd seemed to be most upset, and this fact was borne out when
Mr, Ward osme alone to attend meetings, Mr, Ward told "0, P," that he
hed "nothing personal against him," that it was his wife's ﬂ.g;!\‘lh.a

The month of Mareh sew & further deterioration of the Ward-Champlin
relationship, Mr, Ward continued to oome to meetings, Nrs, Ward, however,
refused to come, and even refused to read the letters that "0, P." sent
home by way of Hr; Weard, Finally, in & small meetingeethat Mrs, Ward did
atbende="The ohurch had o mooting last evening and voted to get e new
nn;"*

With this, "The fase of the Disastrous Daneing Sermon" ceme %o &
close, "0, P," folt "relioved of a great load," but "serry that they
should allow one stubborn women to punu."s

The whols trouble arose from the "Daneing" Sermon which
Mrs, Ward never got over, BShe was in the habit of taking

P

Ibids, P 202 (December 22, 1875).
Ibid., pe 204 (December 30, 1873),

st

o3

Ibid., P 211 (Februery 6, 1874).

i

Ibi.d., Pe 218 (meh 35. 187‘)-

Tbide,



her young girls to the Hall to all the dances and no good was

coming of it. The sermon was impersonal but . . . impersonal

sermons become very personal to the gunty.l

From these inoidents one can see in Reverend Champlin & firm conviee
tion of his omn "rightness," Perhaps he is a little too righteous, There
is also some compassion; it is, however, almost & condescending compassion,
Strongest of all his virtues, Reverend Champlin exhibits a fine sense of
duty, "a looking after the details." "0, P." worked and worked; he faced
his problems head-on, and was not afraid to meet opposition even frem
influential members of his congregation, He was a minister, and his

acoounts, like Gabriel's, were strictly kept,

1bid., pe-220 (Maroh 51, 1874).
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CHAPTER VI
CONGREGATIONALISTS

In order correctly to evaluate Reverend Champlin's career one must look
for his place in the chureh that he served., There, by comparing him with
the standards set by the organization to which he devoted some forty years

of service, a proper assessment may be made,

% k%

Clifton E, Olmstead in his work on American religion writes that "the
saga of Amerioan Religion is one of nomorphmia.'l Nineteenth eentury
Congregationalism played & minor role in this drama of change and growth,
Thus, relative to other Protestant denominations in Amerieca, the Congre=-
gational Church declined in size, This decline is somewhat surprising when
one considers the favored position of the Congregationalists in America at
the close of the War for Independence, At that time the Congregationalists
were not only the new nation's largest single dcum-s.np.t!.c.m,‘a but they also
exerted a powerful political influence, This political influence was so
substantial thet William W, Sweet was able to say, not inaccurately, "In
a gense the written constitution and the constitutional convention were

1c11fton B, Olmstead, Religlon in Americe Past and Present (Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey: Spectrum 55'05. ﬂu;. Pe Te

3mm Soott Gaustad, Historical Atlas of Religion in Americe (New

York: Harper and Row, 19627, PPe ﬂ. 167,




the children of the New England pulpit, ot

The power of the Congregationalists was in some areas open to challenge.
The separation of church and state prineiple that was written into the
various state constitutions would certainly be expected to have threatened
the status of the church within New England, However, this threat to the
church's established power failed to meterislize, Rather, even after the
de jure disestablishment, the de fasto establishment was momhonod.g
There is ne guestion but what the Congregational Church did in feot maine
tain its strength in New England. This, in spite of the disestablishment
and also in the face of increased denominational rivelry. (The rivalry was
much more important than the disestablishment,)

Just as clear as the fact that Congregationalism continued teo remain
strong in New Englend is the fact that it failed to utilize this firm founda=
tion as & springboard to growth on the frontier or back co\mtry.a Even with

’nmm Werren Sweet, Rol%ggn on the American [ﬁnﬁort 1783-1850 (Chi=
cagot: University of Chiecago 88, » s Pe & s con n
the growth one might have expected from the Congrégationalists and the
actual results-=-gan not easily be over-emphasized., It is true that the
Presbyterians also emerged from the Revolutionary War with considerable
strength, but in 1780 the Congregationalists had three for every two
Presbyterian churches,

zln support of this one may oite the example of Lyman Beecher, who at
first saw the disestablishment of the church in Connecticut as a terrible
act against religion, Later, he re-adjusted his position somewhat and
considered the act "the best thing that ever happened in the state of Con-
necticut,” See Winthrop S, Hudson, American Protestantism (The Chicage
History of American Civilisation: University of Chicago Press, 1961), p. 69,
See also Olmstead, OPe citey Pe 68,

Syse of the word "fromtier" throughout this whole section is loose,
I simply mean to indicate non-urban, sparsely settled (and fairly recently
settled) rural areas,



state approval for collection of funds, even with its vast numerical advan=
tage, and even given its educational strength end a dedicated ministry, the
Congregational Church simply failed to live up to its sarlier pronin.l

There are several functional reasons for the failure of Cengngntinmun
to proselytize effeotively on the frontier and in rurasl regions, The most
apparent one is the lack of any direct line of authority and communication
between the individusl churches and the loose~knit central organization,

This traditional independence of each individual congregation s
Jealously guarded by a nmumber of the more conservative church leaders,
Agoording to Nathansel Emmons, any steps teken to undermine the abeolute
independence of the congregation would lead to the formation of associations;
these in turn would result in consoeiation, Consociation was only & step
away from Presbyberienism, snd Presbyberianism led to Episcopecy. Finally,
Episcopacy led inescapably to Roman Catholicism=-a horror to be avoided at
all ‘aonts.‘

xﬂa Congregational Church was not disestablished in Connectiout until
1818, and this was due to & number of intererelated pressures, not all of
them religious, The most important of these nonereligious fastors was the
rise to political prominence of the perty of Thomes Jefferson, The majority
of Congregational ministers were Federalists, and, of course, the Federalist
Party had, by 1818, lost its position of influence,

For the relationship between the State of Comnectiout and the Congre-
getional Church in the matter of collsction of funds see William W, Sweet,

oite, ppe 76=~T77, "Resolution of the General Assembly of the State of
'h—”a nnsetiout" (May, 1801).

gkthmol Emmons as olted in Bweet, op. ¢it., p. 12, There wms also
e very significant liberal segment among gational leaders; the
Bomons group was not clearly in the mejority. The Emmons statement, though
often quoted, is, I think, over-emphasized, The emphasis among the liberals
such as Lyman Beecher wae toward more and genuine co-operation betveen
Congregationalists and Presbyberians,

Hudson, op, ¢it., p. 58, puts this in perspective,
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The failure of the Plan of Union was due in part to inability of the
Congregational polity to compete with the Presbyterian system. This plan
of 1801 and the later "accommodation plan" of 1808 went far toward the
elimination of enmity between the two denominations, Studies of the last
twenty-rfive years show that the Union (Presbygationalism as it was often
called) was effected as a result of a true desire for mutual progress and
bomﬂ.t.l Competitive geal seems to have been & factor more with the
Presbyterians than among Congregationalists, but during the early period
of co=operation this was relatively unimportant. The liberal Congregational=-
ists, especially those from Comnectiout, rather than those from Massachusetts,
were concerned with the spread of religion inte the frontier regions, and

were encowraged to disregard denominational differences, This being the

1!1:. Plan of Union and its results have become the subjeot of a good

deal of disagreement., The strictly denominational histories are biased,
and vary greatly in their degree of value, W, W, Sweet, with his presen=-
tation of original souree materiel, is ocbjective but somewhat superficial
in his interpretation, Also, his scope is limited to the period before
1800, Margaret A, Ambler, “Congregationalism on the Oregon Frontier,"
unpubl, thesis (University of Oregon, 1948) has a reasonably good first
chapter whioch touches upon the Plan of Union, I mention this because with
only Sweet as a guide she drew some genéral and moderate conclusions which
have been supported by more recent work. il ;
" For views concerning the Plan of Union, see also W, W, Swéet, oi. eit.,

PPs 1“3. Olmstead, o oite, Do 63, 79, and Hudson, OPe oitey Po » © .

For the Plan uads see H, Shelton Smith, Robert T, s Lefferts A,
Loetscher (eds.) American Chris ¢ tation and Doouments, 1607=
1820, (New York: ) ner's Sons, 2 3o PP .

Two articles which deal with the specific operation of the Plan are
Robert Hastings Nichols, "The Plan of Union in New York," Church His
Vol, V (March, 1936), pp. 29=51, and Charles L. Zorbaugh, Wmﬁn
Union in Ohio," Church History, Vols VI (June, 1837), pp. 145-64. Both
stress the spirit of cowoperation throughout the early operation of the
Plan.



case, the Presbyterian organization was far more effective in the sparsely
settled areas,

Tied closely with the lack of a functional organization for expansion
was the weakness inherent within the church tradition itself, Essentially,
the church was not willing to eppeal to the frontier, The Congregational
Church in New England wielded a powerful influence upon socisty, It set
standards of personsl conduet, of education, and of pelitical behavior,

On Sundays the people of New England went to the Congregational Churchj
there, they were instructed, and the example and advice of the minister
were generally followede~traditionally, if not mtmtieallyol

The congregation was made up of the middle class, the business and pro=
fessional people, As a result, the church projected its appeal toward a
very definite level of society, As the established chureh, its hold upen
this social group was virtually unchallenged, And, within this unchale
lenged safety the church determined and confirmed its tradition, More
important, the church was at the same time bound by its tradition, In New
England this was no particular handicap, for there was a variable class
structure; the people were vertically mobile, and few were absolutely ex=
eluded from rising into the ill~defined bourgecisie. Within this atmos-
phere the church was accustomed to a non-competitive religious superiority
based upon a traditional acceptance and support by the middle~class.

The situation was necessarily changed on the frontier. There, the class

structure was even less well defined, There, traditions were re-examined,

lplexis de Tooqueville, Demooracy in America, trans. Henry Reeve (1840),
Frencis Bowen (1862), ed, P s ey (New York: Vintage Books), II,
Pp. 21-20,



Thus, inevitably, the churches of the eastern seaboard faced a re=
examination of their appeal, their organization, their tradition, This
the Congregational Church failed to do.l

Lois Kimball Mathews, writing of the expansion of the Congregational
Church, notess

Whenever & large proportion of New England emigrants

is found, there one is certain to come upon Congregational

churches, Indeed, in going over the Western states /Tmid=-

western)/ one cen almost locate Ku'gnghnd people by the

presence of Congregational churches,

The Congregational Church did follow its members as they moved west
from New England, This, however, did not mean success in the frontier
effort. Quite the contrary, the tile between the Congregational Church and
its migrating membership was in a wery real sense a limiting factor, For,
the chursh, rightly concerned with going along with its own people, neglect=
ed tc go where its people were no't%..3

On the other hand, one may say that the Methodists and the Baptists
(to mention the two most widely successful denominations) were not so

seleotive=-they went to save souls, wherever the souls were to be found.

1)is I attempt to make olear later "failure” is a relative term.

Generally, "success" though also & relative term was measured even by the
Congregationalists in membership, in numbers of churches established, ete.
It does seem to me that there are other possible areas of measurement,
areas which as yet have not been measured, gains or influencee which as
yet have not been noticed,

21ois Kimball Mathews, Thé ansion of New Englend, (New York:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1909), pe .

8Koro I am not speaking of the Congregational Church's work in non=-
American areas where they accomplished a great déals The primary concern
of the Congregationalists was Congregationalists, This cannot be strictly
said of Methodists; they wished an audience~-the rest would take care of
itself,
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The Congregational Church lacked this swift, decisive flexibility, and this
wes a key weakness, This inhibited, indeed nearly precluded, advances in
areas not settled by people from New England of Congregational background,
But even in areas of large Congregational settlement the church was hard
preased to retain its membership, let alone increase it.l This was due
in part to the congregation-centered tradition, in part to & narrew
sectional o.ppnl,z and in part to the Presbyterian gains under the Plan
of Union, And, there is yet another fastor to be considered.

Congregationalism presupposed a Christian commnity, intelligent,
aware of and willing to abide by the historical traditions and demands of
the church, This situation was not often to be found on the frontier ex-
cept where settled en masse by folk from New England (and sometimes not
even then), There wns injected into the life~stream of the church a sharp
econflict between the demoorscy of the congregation and the demooracy of
the frontier, With a clear sense of tradition and continuity within a
congregation the democratic structure of the church could prove %o be
strong and effective, If, howevor, this sense of tradition was thinnedw=
as in frontier areas it was--the demooratic tendencies of a congregation
could prove to be divuiw.a

1013’“. QE. ‘it.’ PI Gau

PIbid., pe 57.
S¢his ides=~the thinning of some traditions with a possible effect
upon religious attitudes--wes suggested to me in an intervieW wigh

Dr. Stanley Pierson, May 18, 1964,

This suggestion led me to discover H, Richard FHiebuhr, The Sceisl
Sources of Denominationalism (New Yorks Meridian Books, 1968), WNiebuhr
Suggests (ppe 142-8) that the frontier concept of demccrasy was defined
on a much more personal basis, and this represents a change from the



Essentially, the appeal of the Congregationalists hed been defined
and formalized by the beginning of the nineteenth sentury, This appeal
was somewhat narrowly interpreted; it emphasized a "godly community,®
respectable, well sducated, end willing to ascept learned and formal pre-
sentation of the seriptures, This approach wes manifestly unsuited to
the frontier. The Congregational Chureh, long secure in its position
within New England, failed to adjust to the demands of the disesteblish=

mentarian tranﬁhr.l

"gorporate demoeracy” of the more stable areas, This more individual defie
nition extended into religion,

Thus, if emong & congregetion there was no basis for generel agree-
ment, if there was no sense of historical contimmity, the church could
easily split into as many factions eas there were members, This tendency
would be even more pronocunced when the people were confronted with & num=
ber of conflieting and competing denominations,

1
I am indebted to Dr, G. B, Johnson for a discussion of religious
appeals and spproaches in an inbterview May 19, 1964,
See also Olmatend, op. oit,, pe 57, Olmstead says that "e spirit
of phlegmatic complacency" made the favored position of the Congre-
gationalists in New England a handieap rather than ean aid,



68

CHAPTER VII
AND REVEREND CHAMPLIN

"Man and boy," said old Jarl in Mardi, "I have lived sver since I can
remember." Reverend Chemplin would have added, "And it has been a blessed
1ife of service," "0, P." wes & competent minister, Like ministers of
all faiths who chose to sorve in unsettled or nearly unsettled regions,
his was 2 rigorous and demending life, Never once did he eandidate for a
"soft" pastorete; rather, ho remained on the religioue fringe area.l

Among his cclleagues, "0, P." Champlin wes highly reapoehd-.a In
local conferences he was often chosen scribe; he was likely to be respons
sible for the publication of proceedings, for decisions or pointe of order.
The high point of his career oame in 1899 when he was chosen es one of
North Dakota's two delegates to the International Council at Bmton.‘

"nm statement is based upon incomplete sourses, Howsver, "0, P,"
could have remeined in Staffordville, Connecticut. In 1874 he could have
chosen Marshall, Minnesota rather than Sleepy Eye.

xg'.Iirc his Serapbook, pp. 130-182, are ministerial papers and letters of
commendation, Included are newspaper olippings praising his work and let-
ters from various State Superintendents. Other letters express apprecia=
tion for articles "0, P." wrote for newspapers or megazines,

‘Volmo of Proceedings of the Second International Co tional
Couneil (ed.) Rev, Bugene G, Webster, (Boston: Press of Emmg' %ah';r.

s Ds X%« In the several days that he spent in Beston "0, P," nlmost
completely negleoted his diary., Scrawled secross two pages (days) for
Sepbtember 21 and 22, 1899 is the following single sentence: "Creat deys
these at the International Congregational Couneil," Not even e visit
to his birthpleass some days before could bring forth this regleet,




"0, P," was a Congregational minister., He was bound, educated, aided
and sheltered by the church and its traditions, To Jesus Chris%, through
this ohurch, he dedicated his life, His relation to the chureh structure
was & sinmple one, Organizational shorteomings were, to the sotive minister,
generally unimportant. At their best they were easily followed guidelines;
at their worst they appeared little more than "red tape.” In several quare
rels with deacons, "0, P," saw only the clash of personalities or fuctional
jealousy, In a case when & fellow minister was unfairly dismissed by his
congregation "0, P." and his colleagues blamed "footion" and dismissed the
mm.l

In all this Reverend Chsmplin is representative of his church, as all
ministers to a greater or lesser degree are representative of their church
organization., One oen see in "0, P." deviations from strict church polioey,
for there is always the humen element, Bubt it is not how he fits into the
ohuroh orgenization that makes of him & typleal Congregationalist; instead,
it is in his eppeal, his "piteh," that one can see more specificelly the
appeal of the Congregational Church,

H, Richard Niebuhr in a discussion of the different attractions of the
various denominations makes this distinotion,

The religion of the urban, commercisl Eagt tended to take

on or to retain the typleal features of all bourgecis or

national religione-a polity corresponding to the order and

character of class organized soclety, an intellectual concep-

tion of the content of faith, an ethics reflecting the needs

and evaluations of a stable and commerciil ecitizenry, a sober,
ritualistic type of religicus expression, The religion of

1see "Barly Missionary Days," Noe 13.



61

the West, on the other hand, accepted or produced anew meny

of the characteristics of the faith of the disinherited, for

the psychology of the frontier corresponds in many respeects

to the psychology of the revolutionary poor. This is espee~-

ially true of the emotional character of religious experienge,

which seems to be required in the one case as in the other,

The Congregational appeal was "eastern.” In some ways it is simpler
to say not what the "eastern" pitoh was, but what the eastern "piteh" was
not, For exemple, Peter Cartwright, the femous Methodist cireuit rider,
is an exeiting figuwre; on a stump or from the back of his horse he would
preach, This mekes for good reading and alsc for good writing. Another
Methodist, Matthew Simpson, was able through his preaching to highly

exoite {11. audiences whether the topic be on the love of God or love of

eoumy.z

lncbuhé. ites Ps 141, See also Stow Persons, American Minds
(New Yorks: Henry and Company, 1958), p. 171,

®Robert D, Clark, The Life of Matthew Simpson (New Yorks The Maoe
millan Compeny, 1956).

Perhaps the best example of what Congregationalists did not do is
presented in John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley (New York: The Viking
Press, 1962). In this book (pp. | ok writes of a Sunday
service in Vermonts

"The minister, & man of iron with tool-steel eyes and a delivery
like e pneumatic drill, opened up with prayer and reassured us that we
were & pretty sorry lot, « « « Then, having softensd us up, he went into
a glorious semon, a fire-and~brimstone sermon, Having proved that we,
or perhaps only I, were no damn good, he painted with cool certainty
vhat was likely to happen to us if we didn't make some basic reorgeniza=
tions for which he didn't hold out much hope., He spoke of hell as an
expert, not the mushe=mush hell of these soft days, but a wellestoked,
white hell served by techniciens of the first order," Then it became
apparent that "This Vermont God cared enough about me %o go to a lot of
trouble kicking the hell out of me., He put my sins in a new perspec=
tive., Whereas they had been smell and mean and nasty and best forgotten,
this minister gave them some size and bloom and dignity. « « o« I
nu:'t & naughty child but a first rate simner, and I was going to cateh
it.

All this, says Mr, Steinbeck, did him a great deal of good.



Reverend Champlin was, like his church, "eastern" rather than "western"
in his "piteh.," Prized above all else was education, This, the value of
edusation, has not always been recogniszed by religious bodies in this coun=
trys on the frontier, education was considered a detriment, at least until
well into the nineteenth century. But the Congregational Church never
lost its educationsl emphasis, and "0, P." thought his owm education his
greatest personal aehiemoub.l :

From his eerly days when he recited for Reverend Ide, "0, P." read
eagerly, Later, after his Seminary schooling, end while at the same time
fulfilling his demending duties as a minister, he continved to resd and
mw.g In some respects "0, P." seems overly proud of his education
(since pride is one of the deadly sins), but he did have a right to be
proud, And, his interest in education was by no means selfish; it was
an interest that extended beyond his own person; it extended especially
to children, It is not surprising that he met and married a schoolemarm,
His first visit to the Fairmount School came because of educational
interest; only later did the charms of Miss Holmes become important.

Agein and again "0, P." visited schools; he aided teachers whenever
it was possible, Further, he set up Sunday Schools in his churches. This

was not unusual, but neither was it necessary, for in small churches it

Linén pushed to the limits of his patience he might esll someone ™un~
educated,” This was the worst epithet in a wocabulary understendably de-
void of profanity.

z"o. P.,'s" reading was veried, He read a great deal of history,
especially the history of Europe., Religious subjects of course are domie
nent, but he also read several literature anthologies, Darwin's Origin
of the Species was finished on December 21, 1872, Also he read Henry
Drummend, Thomes Paine, David Hume.



was often diffiocult simply to arrange for an adult meeting,

In the pulpit Reverend Champlin refused to speak "down" to his congre-
gation, In good Congregational tradition "0, P," presented his sermons
only after much eareful preparation, Most always they wers written out and
delivered from the mnuseripe.l His was an expository presentation, & de-
tailed and ealm explanation of seripturel doetrine., It was not for nothing
that "0, P." continued his study of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew., The study
of these languages aided him in his interpretation of the Bible,

If it ocourred to Reverend Champlin that he might perhaps have been preach=
ing above the level of the congregation's understanding, he never noted the
fact in his éiury.a

lms efforts here must have been prodigious, Since a sermon often
took nearly two hours to reed, one can imagine the time spent in prepara=
tions,

a! am indebted to Dr, Robert Clark for an interview in which he ex=
plained a great deal concerning the menner in which Congregetionalists
delivered sermons, He suggested, among other cherscteristiocs, thet the
Congregaticnal preacher generally had very little senss of audiencs, that
ghsy'&epmaod to some extent on a traditional "eeptive audiense.,™ May 27,

964, '

I have none of "0.P.'s" sermons, However, from corments in his diary,

from letters in his sorapbook and from emong other papers I feel justified
in making the judgment as to how his sermons were presented., Among his
papers there are two important aids which Support my position, The first
is 2 copy of o temperancsd address which "O.P." gave in Emistsburg, Iowa,
The feeling in the town over the issue was split and open, "0, P.'s"
address is calm, logical; it is & disocussion of law and laws, semie
historical in nature, impersonal. Another suppert for my belief is a
series of two tracts which "0, P." published as an argument against
tobaceo and smoking, In one, entitled "Tobacco Women," Reverend Champlin
quotes David Starr Jordans: "Of course a woman has as much right %o smoke
as @ man, but when she begins I take her neme off my visiting list,"
This guotation is follewed by quotations from doetor's reports, among them
a discussion of the Maoris of New Zealand before and after they developed
& taste for tobaceo.

Finally, there is, among Reverend Chsmplin's pepers, a book of Bible
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Une episode might be shown Yo pinpoint "0.P." and his emphasis upon
education~-and his inability o undersbtand those who did not hold to the
same velue system, It was "a fine morning end day.," Reverend Champlin
was visited by Elder Stuart, & member of a Baptist Chaurch in Feirmount,
Hinnesota., Zlder Stuart was enxious to be instructed in the meaning of
baptism. "0, P." "showed him the mesning of Beptism in He'b:"u, G‘relk,
Latin and English, but he refused to accept the anthorities.” "0, P
vwas not discourteous; he believed that when one wishsd t know the
soriptures, one should sutomaticelly begin with a oritical ewaluation of
texts, Elder Stuart was evidently not of this opinionw-since he refused
to ascept "the authorities,” Thus, he was pictured in the diary as "an
ignorant Freewill Buﬁtiﬂ farmer=preacher, nl

Of course, Elder Stuart did not understand Reverend Chemplin and
probably did not consider Reverend Champlin's use of original material
worthwhile, And, Beverend Champlin did net understand Flder Stuart;
Reverond Chemplin did not understand people who refused to better them=

selves, who refused to accept prohibition in Town, whe refused to work

studies that he wrote for his owmn reference., This iz a carefully come
piled disoussion of the books of the Bible with historiocal background
for impertent figures and ofter with & comparison between Creek, latin,
and Hebrew texts,

1Jmm1, ps 69 (February 26, 1872), There may well have been &
heated ergument here, for the Congregationnlists and the Froewill
Baptists disagreed over the subject of Baptism, However, the judgment
whioch "0, P," mads here is harsh, neerly unique in all of his papers,
The event does serve to point up the difference between the viewpoint
of the "sestern" wversus the "western" approach %o religious problems,
Even when this happened (February 26, 1872) it is difficult to imagine a
Methodist using this epprosch. (Though, by 1872, the Methodists had begun
to meke great strides in the education of minisbters,)



to overcome division within their congregations. Reverend Chemplin was
not particularly tolerant of those whe, having been shown their errers,
refused to mend their ways, Ho was, like his church, possessed of a very
narrow sooiasl view--a middle-class view of soclety., Outaside, beyond this

narrow segment of soociety, was immnu.l‘

& ko &

And whet is the result of all this, the emphasis upon education, the
refusal to bend, to meke concessions to the frontier, to the new Amerieat
I have sald that the Congregational Church failed to root deeply or widely
on the frontier, that it feiled to grow in membership relative to the
growth of other denominations, 8o it did, Here, only easily measurable
statistics are involved.

But are there unmsasurable factors yet to be considered? In fact,
how was the ™7ild West" tamed; how was the frontier settled? As there is
a clear distinction to be made between the vigilante and the established
law officer, il.a there also a distinotion %o be made between religiocus
groups? The Congregational Church through the nineteenth century is
remorkable for its consistency, an unbending consistency with a constant
appeal, Has this steady influence, though mumerically inferior, oast the
longer shadow?

ISu Henry F, My, The End of Ameriecan Innocence (Chicagos Quadrangle
Poperbacks, 1964), pp. 12-14, Here, Mey Gouches upon both the strengths
and weaknesses of the Scoial @mm‘.l movement,
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And "0, P,T" He was a good man, He labored %o save a goodly number
of souls and considered that importent., He helped siok people and thought
that, too, was important, He began & number of importent churches in e
number of unimporbent towns, He ralsed u.m&y.

But is he lmportant? He wes not unlgue; he wes not among these figures,
the great or the near greet of hisbory. Hather, he was overwhelmed by great-
ness-~one can feel his awe, his excitement end wonder when he attended the
Internstionsl Conferemce in Boston. But, is he imporbant?

When Humenism is forgotten, then will Erasmus be forgotten, Insofar
as his church was inmportent, Oliver Perry Champlin was imperitent,. He was
not & Lyman Abbott; to his copgregation Reverend Champlin was infinitely
more real, cepable of reaching nobler heights of wisdem or felling into
mare terrible depths of errer.

On December €, 1860, a little more than a menth after his conwersion,
young Oliver Champlin wrote in his Journals "I beliseve that I enjoy
religion, I believe that there is & reality in the religion of Jesus

nk This he believeds thus he

Christ. That it is guited for ewery one.
1lived. - A9

Sems twenty=four years later, in 1884, Rewerend T, O. Dmglaa, then
the State Superintendent for the Congregaticnal Church in Iowe, end later
an author of some note, wrote a letter of recommendetion for Reverend

Champlin, The letter concludes with a statement that would have meaning

lerml, pe 4 (December 6, 1880), In an earlier draft of this paper
My, Martin Schmitt noted beside the sbove sentence the following: "And
yet, his weakness, or that of his chosen denomination, was such that he
could not reach *everyone,' This wae his tragedy.” MNr. Dolmiii's comment
might well be ealled ™A Two Sentence Sketch of Reverend Chemplin and

Congregationslism.™
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for members of Congregational congregations: "He is a small men but they
say he preaches a big nmn."”

TEEE
"And he saith unto them, 'Follow me, and I will make you fishers

of men,'"
"And they straightway left their nets, and followed him,"

* % & % %

gerapboock, page 157.



APPENDIX
THE CHAMPLIN FAMILY

The first Champlin noted in Oliver Champlin's "Family Records" is
Jeffry, son of Elijah, who was born in Rhode Island in 1761, Jelfry
Champlin was Oliver Perry Ghmiin’a greategrandfather,

The family originally settled in Rhode Island as "0, P." noted in his
"Autobiographical Skebtoh.” And, as was also noted, there were two Champlins,
(George and Samuel, who served as officers in the Rhode Island Militia during
the Revolutionary m." Finally, there was a Champlin who served in
Congress. Christopher Grant Champlin represented Rhode Island in the United
States House of Representatives (1787-1801) and in the United States Senate
(1809-11) .3

It is possible that all of the above Champlins were sons of Elijeh
Champlin, All were born in Newport, Rhode Island and all were nearly the
some age. Perhaps George Washington did indeed dance "with the belle of

Newpert, & Champlin, on one great festive ocoasion.”

'pranots B, Hottnn (o) Historienl Begloter of Ofticors of the

neme of e‘um cmnn'- nthar.
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