FRANKLIN HOTEL (1906)
1337 SW Washington St.
Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon
NRIS # 85003474
Listing date:  10-31-1985
Statement of Significance – Correction
The purpose of this continuation sheet is to correct the erroneous identification of “Franklin Hotel” as the historic name of the work currently known as the Taft Hotel, 1337 SW Washington St., Portland, Oregon.  “Franklin Hotel” was never a name for this building.  The nomination author possibly confused the subject building with the nearby Franklin Hotel.  Also, the author could not cite the opening date of the subject hotel, because he was not looking for the correct name.
The building at 1337 SW Washington Street has had four names – Nortonia (August 1, 1906-February 1908), Danmoore (February 1908- February1909), Ramapo (1909- August 1955), and Taft (August 1955 to present).  The name change history can be tracked in the contemporary newspapers, The Oregonian, and  the Portland Daily Abstract.  In addition to hotel advertisements, key citations include the following:
· “Portland’s New Hotel.  The “Nortonia,” Handsomest Hotel in Northwest, Opens August 1,”  The Sunday Oregonian, July 15, 1906, p. 7.  This article notes that the “new Lazarus block” will open under the management of Mrs. A. B. Norton, and will be called the Nortonia.  
· “Moore Gets Hotel.  Leases Former Nortonia for a Period of Ten Years.  Changes to Cost $10,000.  Building Owned by E. M. Lazarus Will Be Brought Thoroughly Up-To-Date and Known as The Danmoore.”  Morning Oregonian, February 19, 1908, p. 10.
· “Danmoore Will Close.  Proprietor Finds Rent is Higher Than Business Will Justify.”  Morning Oregonian, February 19, 1909, p. 16.

· “Hotel Ramapo,” in “City News in Brief.” Morning Oregonian, June 16, 1909, p. 9.  The article describes the newly furnished hotel at the corner of 14th and Washington streets, with M. E. Foley as proprietor.
· “Portland Is Host for Fully 25,000…Hotels Taxed to Utmost.”  Morning Oregonian, June 10, 1909, p. 14.  Both the Franklin and Ramapo hotels are referenced respectively.

· “Brick to Replace Frames at Once.” Morning Oregonian, August 1, 1909, p. 5.  Article describes erection of a new building owned by Richard Koehler at 14th and Washington streets, to be located across from the Ramapo Hotel, and which will adjoin the Franklin Hotel at 13th and Washington streets.

·  “Name of Hotel Becomes Taft.”  Oregonian, August 2, 1955, p. 8.  Quote”  “Name of the old Ramapo Hote, S. W. Washington street and 14th avenue, has been changed to the Taft hotel…”

· Shellenbarger, Michael. “Nortonia, The [The DanMoore], alteration,” An Index and Summary of Oregon Building Information in the Portland Daily Abstract (1906-1910). Eugene, Oregon: Historic Preservation Program, 1992.  p. 867.
The citations in the Shellenbarger index trace the 1908 permits and alterations for the Edgar M. Lazarus building at SW Washington St at SW 14th Ave.
The appropriate historic name should be Ramapo Hotel, the name the building’s architect and owner, Edgar M. Lazarus, assigned to the building in 1909 and the one used during its historical importance.  Its brief earlier names, Nortonia and Danmoore, were used for other buildings.  “Nortonia” is employed as the historic name for both the Mark Spencer Hotel and the Alvarado Apartments, both in Portland.
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