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This exhibition 
highlights the role of 
Sovetish Heymland, a 
Yiddish-language literary 
journal published in the 
Soviet Union from 1961 
to 1991, in preserving 
and reshaping Yiddish 
culture during the Cold 
War era.

A Hidden 
Cultural 

Legacy



Founded by 
poet Aron 
Vergelis

Served as a 
literary, 

cultural, and 
political outlet 

for Soviet 
Jews

Only state -
sponsored 

Yiddish 
publication in 

the USSR 
post -Stalin



Yiddish Culture 
After Stalin

• 1950s: Repression of 
Jewish culture

• Nikita Khrushchev’s 
thaw enabled limited 
revival

• Sovetish Heymland
emerged amid 
ideological constraints



Writers and 
Themes

• Featured poetry, short 
stories, and memoirs

• Themes included 
resistance, memory, 
diaspora, and Soviet 
patriotism

• Published both 
established and emerging 
Yiddish writers

• Translations from foreign 
languages into Yiddish



A Rare Cultural 
Collection

• Thanks to a generous donation, the University of 
Oregon Libraries now holds a near -complete set of 
Sovetish Heymland.

• This gift preserves a unique cultural voice and 
connects to broader international efforts, such as 
the DFG-Project at Heidelberg University.



UO Libraries’
Role

Assistant Professor 
Miriam Chorley-Schulz, in 
collaboration with 
Heghine Hakobyan, Slavic 
Librarian, led the 
acquisition and curation 
of this rare collection, 
bringing scholarship and 
public history together.



Global 
Access

• The DFG-Project Sovetish
Heymlandat Heidelberg 
University is creating a 
digital bibliography of the 
journal's 30 -year run.

• This RDA-compliant, 
searchable archive 
enhances scholarly 
access and complements 
global digitization efforts.



Scholars’ 
Bank

• UO Libraries’ Scholars' Bank 
provides digital access to 
exhibition materials, 
including a booklet by Dr. 
Miriam Chorley-Schulz.

• These resources deepen the 
understanding of Sovetish
Heymland's cultural and 
historical significance.

• Visit

https://uolib.link/
sovetish



Exhibit Reflections

I found myself immersed in a vibrant world 
of Yiddish culture and intellectual life in 
the Soviet Union that shone brightly for 
decades but was totally unknown to me 
and probably unknown to most.



Exhibit Reflections

A whole universe is there in the exhibit, all 
emanating from the journal Sovetish
Heymland, bound volumes of which are 
shown in their modest library binding



Exhibit Reflections

The exhibits speaks to the power of 
a journal to create the resilient foundation 
for a people and culture that had endured 
the Holocaust and then Stalinism



Exhibit Reflections

There are surprising elements in the 
exhibit, such as the work of Palestinian 
artists featured in the journal, which speak 
to the open -mindedness and inclusive 
spirit that the journal contributors 
embraced.



Exhibit Reflections

A deeply moving, immersive exhibit—a must 
see.



Exhibit Reflections

It was rather refreshing to read about the 
hard work of those behind Sovetish
Heymland to live up to that goal of 
redemption for all.



Exhibit Reflections

Sovetish Heymland is an inspiring example 
of the possibilities for Jewish solidarity 
with colonized people, and contains an 
excellent start to intersectional analyses 
of Jewish experience (which should lead to 
broader solidarity).



Exhibit Reflections

It acts as a new marker in the history of 
Jewish anti -Zionists today, marking a place 
of resistance to colonialism.



Exhibit Reflections

Several students credited the exhibition 
with enriching their ideas about Yiddish 
cultures and practices of solidarity after 
discovering primary sources they hadn’t 
known existed
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