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. GHAPTER: I
\Mexénoma};- THE OUTPOST

Im 1939 the sltuation regarding the Free City of Danzig

|  ;¥ was radically differant from that which ths foundersyintanded.
"Q;?From a elity witn built-in safeguarde threugh 1ta re;ation-
*:ship with tha League of ﬂatiens and thﬁ Republio of Peland,

Danzlg had developed into an armad eubpostgof Nazi Germany.

| 'i+ﬁ*_This was due to its pecul&ar conneet&ons wibh Germany, Poland,
7&nd tbﬁ League of Hations and to evente that bhe peace makers

' at Varsaillea‘did ‘not feresee in 1919. ‘

Thﬁ statQSmen at Versailles 1ntanded the Free City of

Danzig to be .a eompromise between the thirteonth of Woodrow

Wilson?s Equrtggnhgointg-wh;qh ‘¢alled for en independent
Polend with "'fa frae anﬁ’é‘ééﬁre‘ascess *-so-' the sea,” and the

prineiple of salf~determ1naﬁion of peeplas. In 1919w thé'

'paace makers at Veraaillaa faced the ‘dilemme of a Danzig

thit was German 1n populabion but censtituted Pola\d's logical

port on the Baltic SeaQ To selve this dilemma, the statedmén

at. Versailles deeided tO‘make Banzig g free city with special
x relationships o Poland.and the Laagua of Nationsﬁ

.S . .




Accordingly, articles 100 to 108 of the Treaty of

'iVereaillee provided for the. establishment of the Free City.
f Article 100 of the Treaty delimited the Free City to ebout
'.'ninetsen hundred equare kilometers on both sides of" the

Vistula River bordering on East Prussia &nd stretching

"lasffar south ae Pieckel near the maln Polish horder town

;of Dirsehau (Tozew) where an 1mportant rallway junction

and bridge across the Vistula existed. To the west and

”fsouth Danzig bordered on- the Polish "Corrider," the pro-
‘ 'vinee of Pomorze. In the eensue of 1925 Danzig hed 8

o opopulation of 566 730 persons ef whom about 7000 were

Pollsh,. the remainder Gernan,l’

The Treaty of Versailles placed Danzig within the

‘Polieh customs frontier, givlng Poland unrestricted usage

:tof port facilities. “Tho Wersaw government controlled the

Vistula and ‘the, former Prussian railway system, in addition

"to “postel telegraphle ‘and telephone oommunieation between

I3

Poland and the port of Danzig. Poland finally, Wae en= -
trusted with the Weonduot" of Benzig's foreign relations

'whioh 1n praotioe, ‘meant the safeguarding of Danzig'

1ntereete abroed.2

Lt

(I

1The German Tresty Text Toxt. (Lendon 1920}, 70-5' Hene
Li Leonhardt The Nazi Conquest of Danzig (Chioego, 1942),
18*’20 L ) e . ) ) 0

?Article“lo4,.6ermee Treety,‘72+§,
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The Gonventien of Paris and decisions ever th@ 1nevitabla

disputes betwaen Poland angd the Frée City 1mplemented ané

further defined tha status of Danaig. Poland waa not allowed

" to conelude. treaties of direct interest to tho Free Gity

with@ut consultation with Danzig authorities. Danzig offi=

B cials,. predaminantly German handled custons administratien
%1n th@ Free City but Were suparvised by Poliah inSPectors
1appcinted by Warsaw.‘ A Harhar Board consisting ef an

”*'equal number of Poles and Danzigers and presided over . by

. a pwias’ national centrelled and adminidtered the port.

'»uBanzig guaranteed protection of Poliah minorities in tha

ginx@.pg‘prqmis;ng.th@m the ﬁgmearighﬁg,ﬁngoysﬁ.by'the

| @eﬁméné,1n#?diand~a§fﬁrééérib@d“by~ﬁha.vefsaiiies»éetﬁle—

ménte Lastly, instead of having a resident minister &t

ﬁanzig &8 she deaired Peland wag allowed only a ”Dipl@matlc

“Representativé.“l

 ‘The’ 1nternatiena1 status ef Danzig gave her g special

) relationshipg also to the League of Nations. Undar articlea ‘

102 and 108 of ths Treaty of v@rsau;es, "the guarantes of

the League of Nations" wasféaafbﬁradwén'DanZis@f To éffaéﬁ_

Paris in John irown Mason,

lLaonhardt Eazi-anquest 26' Pext of Conventien 6f
. «h,ﬂnanzi lilemma (Stanford
Hniversity, Galifornia 1§46g?'¢;;.;‘




 €ﬁi§°&efite-exterha1 aspect, 'theuLedéuefceuneil»decided~
| in 1921, that Poland w&e "specially fitted to 1neure i
~]the defenee of Danzig,” but enly upon. the Gouncil's autheri-

. zatien'er, in emergeney,aby the High Gemmissioner ef the

'"*f League’resident 1n tHe' Free City. Arhiele 102 moreever,
’.ficharged the League with preteetion ef the Danzig cenetitutien.

S A t’o-thirds majerity of the Danzig Volkseaf, the pepular

_mbly, wae necessary te amend tbe cenetitution but this
...... 1"

The Treaty of Versailles, placing Denzig under League

'ypretectien, called fer a High Commissioner to he resident

'}_‘at the Free Gity. The Commieeioner'e taek was to act ae ;V

"the watch-deg\of the League" but with no direet auﬁherity

',.ein’Danzig te "make rules or regulations o exeept through

the League Ceunoil'e deeision,- Hie taek was to waben for

"-breachee ef the statutes and eonstitution whether by Poland

‘ er Danzig, and te eblerve dnd- repert any such infractiens

te the League Geuneil; Hia role therefore, wa s net entirely

7.33 mediatery ene between Peland and the Free City.zgiwf

.Jle“;a'drlos in Gorman. Treaty,

' mniiv Dilemma, 352—51. See alse articies

2Leonhardt Nazi Cenquest 284




The qanetitutien itself ‘can be briefly eutlined.v The

.ﬁhe lower house—-ef 72 membars Who eleoted a Senate of ten

with a President and Vica-presidenﬁ to administer thelstate., i

ZThere being no eenatitutienally &eaignatea chief ‘of stata

v;tne Pres&den@ ef the Senata fill@d thia funcbian in praetica, o

!The Senate, in briefw Was<very much 11ke a cabinet with

"the Presiden% acxing as prim@-minaster. It ceuld 1nitiate

.ilagisl<'icn but'held only & suspensory veto ever the YOIksta".

. Tha ¢ cenet&tution dem;oratie 1n subatanee, als@ speeified

 rights ef the minority, meaning, in praetice, the Poles and
Jews resident in thelcihy. NS o A
81nce tha Fraa Gity was 8 compremisa between Pelish

'and German demands, disputes bebween Danzig énd ﬁarsaw were
1nterminable. Eanzig eceupied the Laaguﬁ C@uncilﬁs agenda

,aaring nearly every meeting up tc 1955, Mest ef the disputes

' referred to theLCOunail durin; thia period loaked trivial,_
- but nearly a1l Gf tnem 1ndicated an attemﬁt by Warsaw to
‘ P91enize ‘the. Free eity and the bembaetic eeuntar-effart of
,Banaigers ta‘assert their German charaoterm' Whan Poland,
for example, sat up bright red mailboxes in the Free cLty

L3
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marked "only fbr lettera to: Poland“ in eoatraat to Danzig's
postal. 0010rs of blue, ths b@xes appeared next day. painted

i red white Land blacx, the Imperial German oolors.l‘_

Tha dispute arising from thiS(appears yieayune, but thﬁ
.attempt at ?oloniZation by displaying signe of: unwarranted
”sovereignty as represented by - the painted mailb@xes wag

:obvious, a8’ was the counber-attempt 0 assert the German

"fcharacter of the Free Gity. B A o
. The oustcms unionzproved a seuree of mare fundamanbal

'”fdifferences. Hnder Article 14 ef the conventien ef Paris

o Poland determined all pcllcy rer the union and 6xercised

J:suyerv1sion dver eusu‘ 'While Eanzig appointed and paid

Tﬁwfcr a 1strft10n ef euitgms within her own territery.

" .This, m effect, divided authority and 1eya1f;y, since Poland

;;maingaigéd %ﬁﬁ’tﬁg&;~%6~d8termina pelioy. poligh eus&@ms
sz )

'1nspaet@ra continually complained mf Danzigersflack@ ‘reSpeéﬁ'

,;f@r customs rebﬂlations, whila Danzig Germans viewed all

the Frea Gity was c@nditioned by her wan with Russia 1n 192@.

[ o it “ 1 - . o, ) ‘v, LY

‘ lIbi .’ 153’ . Lo




vafusea te unlead munitiena destined for colenelkae eff'4

. raeling of Sympaﬁhy fer the Red Army, canvinc'h"

~m1ned te build a port ef har own,out of: the‘

‘of Gdynia abeut ten miles nor;_

jWhan nnssian troaps steod at the gates’ ef Warsaw, Poland

‘Was faoe& With a strika @f aock WQrkers 1& Danz'g, Wwho

'-hiatorzoally aonditianed hatred or the Poles, an& B possible~'

;'that the Germ&ns 1n tha Freeﬁeity were net to be truated.

Aa @n@ conseﬂuenaehof ‘the decm stri“ ‘*oland;deter-

j%ﬁ \vil1a$§f

feat of tho Frae C&ty i: 5

territery. manzigers initially 3eered at this ambitioua

|  undertaking. Thﬁy‘werried more ever it through the middle

192@'3, pmwever, fbr the suecess of the nnw pert belied

the Gernan tarm ef darisien,, polniséha Wirtschaf “éha.'

censtituted a ser @us rival to ths Free City. Tha League

'ZGouneil 1n handling disputas eriginating from this situaticn
f{dacided that Poland should'ma;e_the sama uge of the Fre@

| 'aity'a facilities agighe aid of Gdynia. Tne Laague a4 net
aaoept Danzig's aubsaquent demand that she should hava

priority'in tha evenv that the volume of crade wad 1nauffi-‘l

;c*ent fog both parba. Tha~League, after all c@uld ne%
-1mterfere with Feland'a right to uss eithar pcrc. ngaw§pg




' thalaeague alse rejacted Germau claima that Gdynia negated
| - the neceasity for the, Free Gity and the corollary argumenta

'?against ret‘rn to the Reieh,l

'Thsvpree‘blty' relatienship to the Reieh.was direct

«ana obvieus.; Th@ eonstitution of the ﬁree Oity was, in

'-‘_f,many places parallel even in’ 1anguage to: that of the

”‘5 ;ﬂe1mar Republio. Danzig's politieal parties duving the

fMareover,ZDanzig's offieialdom was conneeted with Garmany's,'

o ot izanship in both states being autematic upon. appointm&nt

to gevernmantal pests. For ezample qeinrich Sahm the

first Preaident of the lanzig Sanate, later became mayor

of Berlin and subsequently Hitlem%slminister ta 8weden.

lar. otte L@ening, a judge in nanzig, 1ater held tha same

' p©st 1n the Eeich,- The 1ogioa1 eulminati?n of this arrange-

ment camﬁ during the Nazi era whﬁn Albert Worster qlose

friend and advisor of Hitler a native ef Bavaria and member

L the ¢ an  Redohatay becama the Gauleiter--district
,party leadqr-wof‘ﬂanzig and as sueh‘ the mast powerful man
| in the - Free uityog o3 o ” |

3

1Ib1d., 13@~58- Leonhardt Nazi Cenguest 58440,

ZMasonm;Banzig Dilemma 7@11, Ernst von Weizsaecker
‘dayg that Forster was one of the voery: faw clesge frieonds of
the- Fuehrarg1perm1tted £OT ex 1ple, to digburb Hitler
in his bath:" Memoirs, trs by John And (Chicags, 1951),
198§ Hermann Bausehning : Gauleiter was one of
Eitler*s chi Je. Zhe Revolution
g ; 1959) 185, '




S acceunﬁ@ for:@erman feelings abaut the Frea Citya

Such arrangaments eultivated Sbiong politiaal and

"‘em@tional ‘tles between the Reich arid Danzig. Tbe questi@n

of the Erea OLty accupied German minds far beyend nha faot
_that it was tarritory takan fr@m tbe~Reich. Germany harbored

%ﬂemotion»over other territories taken from thﬁ

'Reich in 1919. Eupen-malmedy, and Alaa¢e~Lorraine, even

the areas 1n ipper Silasia did not areuse quite the feeling

the Palish province ef Pomorze. The fact tnat hhe sﬁatus
of manzig was c@nneqted territerially& with tha separatien
of Germany fromfﬂast Pruaaia by. the Pelish ”Gerrador“ prebably

Easy transit aeroea the Peliah ”Carridor" did net

effa@a German 1ndi$nati@n. Alth@ugh tha Poles faailitated

-tranait traffic,h@arman natianaliscs still resanted having

'-te oress Pelish fr@ntiers twioe 1n @rder te get to another

part ef the Reich,z 'In anﬂzpvent favorabls transit aonditioas

'were effset by propaganda and events that raminded the

lI.an By Di Marraw, Thﬁ'Peabf_Settlement in the German-
-Polish Berd‘ ands Lon n;;;:grji'," 3! .‘

o6 zG@ifray Saheels The Weimar Re”ublic (London, 1945)0
40 ! " B .
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=_~of the divisi@n of the*Re,

i - the' Wbim
‘*fﬁ.attentycgum~ Eaet prussiaEQwherﬁ T anenberg, the place where

'f;became deeply 1ngrain ds
B . German soholars,

"farrangemen.,
_wide variety-of scholarly armiclea‘on Danz¢g appearadﬂduring

German paople, during Lhe Republican era;, ﬁhat‘Danzig wagd
a German city and that East Prussia waa se@arate@ £rom

Germany. Morraw analyzes propaganda advert;sing East Prussia

f.&B a vacatien apot and’ eoncludes this to be part of an

| ' attempb tc,keep Germans aware of the “@erridor and Danzig.

The attentien thus drawn to East Prussia reminded Germans

-oh amﬁ always, Qf Danzig. Eere-

”“-ever, the al&ation @f ?aul von. Hindenburg ds President of

publie c@uld»not Bud Lalp direct pepular

. the General had aehieved fama. was. locatedo

. “he attitudes expressed over Danzig anﬁ ‘ths "Gorridor“
~Wbr1d War I peried

In the pos“

lika chsr academicianﬁ, saw in, the new

'ﬁ;scuroe’for histor;cal.er 1@gal study;“fﬁ‘

| the 1920'8; in addition to constant newapaper coverage.z

Heedless t@ say, German historiagraphy stressed the German

'charagter ef the Free Gity, For example, Guenber Lonse

"-and ﬁalaamar Wagher, répreaentat¢vea of revisionist eztremiam,

.o

. ,Dilemmai-511-22..»

) 1

1Merrow, Peaea Settlemﬁnt 90. wf
. for example the bibliography ih Masen, Danzig
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. _bubiishédﬁbéﬁééaﬁiamd 1nd der Korridor in 1939, when propa-

ganda had raacheﬁ a. saturated absurdity. Doutsehland und

der Korridor presents,a seriae of maps in which the authore

_compare Germany's aastern border problem witn hypothetie&l
| examplea that purpore ta parallel the aituation ef Danzls.
-Por- example, the mapa shcw Maraeillee as & free city with

Bwiss ”Gorridar” threugh France to the sea, and a- free

| 3§ANarvik with a 5wedish “G@rridew” through N@rway, Thﬁ divided

" ﬂareas of. France ana Herway ar-e appmpriately 1abeled Eagt

L Prussia and Germany. A total of eight Suﬁh axamples are

: ﬁ.depieted w’thvthe obv1oua attempt te ereate»fereibn sympathy

yfor GermanyYe plight 1 No eegnizance of the possibility

' v@f Bea. eanneetions between tbe separate,pravinces 1s shawn,

thna 1gnoring tha fact that, for esample, an ieland emgire

like Japan d@mmuniaates betwaea‘brovinces by eea. 9?; on

'»the other hanﬂ tha paaaibility of easy tranait Bo anather

~»prov1nce 18 net alluded ta, ae fbr examyle, with.a map that

' would. ahew 8 Ganadh,ﬁ "Cerrid@r" aeparating tha United

_Statee from Alaskai,as 1ndsad exists,a But»suoh Prepﬂgaﬁdaa

“,nanatheleas,flecks éénvincing to the. uhéritical mind, and

was unquesbionably effective,‘gspecially in Germany.

. lﬂu@nter Lohse und Waldemar Wucher, Deutschland und
aer Korridor (Berlinn 1959), 280-85. ,




Although he could overcome such emetions himsalf

| /jHitler toa ~was affected byrsuch propaganda. In 1942

! L,.rfexample, he told Albert Forster that he ‘had’ worn cuff-

. links With the Danzig Coat of Arms emblazcned on’ them ever

:TJ*to surrender Danzig to the;Russians iproasible;;ua_,‘

-;%ef the Reieh albo su cumbed. On May 28 1955 four months

oF

th;after Hitler cama to power, electors 1n Danzig cast 50 03

? per cent of their votes for the Nazi eandidates (a majority

| "”i?ff*n@t(attained 1n the Reich) thns giving them 58 of 72 -aeats
x‘ fin the¥Volkataj.3_ The victory in Danzig provided Hitler
' with the lever. he needed in’ foreign policy.

Beaause he needed seeurity in the East in ordar to

i
I

J emhark on hie rearmament pr@gram and other adventures 1n

;Henry Picker Hitler's Tisahgesgraeche; I Fuehrerhaupt--
‘ :;gg;:gg herausgegeben von Gerhard KT?t@J,ffn;~

o 2wnu Frlechauer ,aimmler; The Evil Genius of the
“Third Reieh (Lendon 195ﬁ>§2,“ . .

3Leonnardt Nazi Coaquest 58-60. |




fareign?§8iiéy;fthe-Fuenéeéﬁﬁaught,a rapprochenent with
Pcland with whem relatlons had been extremely precarieus
becauss ef a tariff war and Hitler*s avowed revisionist g
p@liay. In addxtion, Poliahrnanzig relatians in 1933 were
.alao severely ﬁtrained largely becauee ef the dispute |
"‘ever Gdynia and the fact thab Pilsudski had reinfarced the
  'c0nt1ngent &b . tne Westerplatte Poland'a munitiona dump

‘=in the Frea 61ty.1 Pilsudski’s actian wag preparatery,

’ 1n part to & posaible praventive war agaiasb tne new regime

in Gsrmany, or. failing that, to eblige Hitler to come to
‘Govs with Peland.a

- The rappreohement began through the Eanzig Government.

fon ?eles 1n Banzig. Theae rights were mors far reacbing
‘than the minority treaties of. Veraailles specified. in

adaition, furthep eéon@miﬁ concessians were giVen Pelana,

pending diaputesfin the Leagua Counnil were. Wibhr
V?Pilsudaki, Who considered BanzigvPalish relatiQns

be & :@1&&bl§~q§ggm@§g@ of thﬁuﬁgian!siintent;@ng tqw&r@,

28@@ Zygmunt 7. Gasiorewski, "Did PLisudeks Attempt to

Initiate 8 Prevent&ve War in 1 3

The Jaurn&l @f Modarn

—_—
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"Warsaw recipr@cated and, the two. nations cencluded a none

"vaggressien paet valid fer ten years, on January 26 1954.1

.;Althsugh Palamd seught a definita racognition of" bhe frentler

”ﬂrial Danzig a8 created by the. Treaty of Versaillee

thia was never fortheaming. Reich.officials-repeatedly

- strassed that reo@gnition ef the frentiera was contrary"'

e 1to their polioy. ?oland unwillingly aequieaced.z

The pact 1naugurated 8 peried of collusisn between[,
Germany ané P@lané that helped tha Nazis to subvert the

" ;Banz1g eonstitutien. The¢ olea were. given evem more rights,

3“both eeonemie and civil& t?ﬁf heretofere and Benate President

- Eausehning reaigned b’;ause of has inability to agree with

k

his Partyion eéanemle maasnras and the represamon ef Banzig

| Germansﬁfa condomitant ef the. Palish rapproehemant,5 He

 wag auc"eeded by Arthnr Greiser whoae virtua aongisted

" ohiafly in his’ ability to take or&ers £Pom. Gauleiter
“Pérstar. ﬁhder Graiser and Fbrstar, the Nazi Gleichschaltung

. _f(ooerd1nat1en) ef Danzig preeeeded fellewing clesely the
"developmants of the Order State 1n the Reieh" Inﬂan ?t@@mpt

To“‘ign &ffairs, Nos 10
] hrGerma» andeoliahﬁ,/.

U B 1 mooﬁmé ts on aérmanfiirai ?oliez, 1918 1945
Series B, V ( as?}ngtan, 1§*3 y 1-2; ji* -

3Hermann Rauschning, The Conservati eﬁﬁﬁﬁqlutﬁég'iﬁﬂw

jybrk, 1941); 5-334
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“fto aehieve the two-thirds majority necessary to alter the

‘;‘eenstitution, new elections, attended by the usual violence,

were held on April 7 1935.' The Nazis failed te achieve

g 1y geal, receiving only 57 %) per cent of the vote, despite

'~ithe aesistance of the Reich's star erators Hermann Geering,

: 'jRudolph Hess Joseph Geebbels and Julius Streicher and the

.influx ef Germen oitizens who came to Danzig to cast bheir
Hballots; Acoordingly, the Nazis centinued subverting tha
 .conet1tut1on threugh "legal" and administrative means.l~
| 45,i The League COuncil disturbed by ‘the aetivities in
' iDanéig, summoned Arthur Greiser ta Gensova 1n January, 1936

‘ﬂwhere the Herr Praeeident agreed te forego further repressive

 measures‘_ The League COuneil did net 1nsiat on ‘new electiens

‘:-'as members of the Danzig oppesitien demanded.. Greiser

| returned te Danzig and " the Gleichschaltqu oontinued.

| .'Req.al;la@- “?9,9?’15‘7@- on July 4, 1936; heap.pea.red before the
douncil and delivered an impasEioned harangue. aeman'&in'gf

_that ‘the Lieague. replaee Sean Leeter of Ireland gnd "send a

" hiew. High cemmiesioner to Danzig, instrueting br o+ % to

| “forefrain ‘from any 1nterference 1n internal polities and to de~c"

”e‘vote himself entirely te hie previnee of fereign policy," or,

Co lLeonharat mazi conqueat 110-24.

- 2Stephan Heald and John W, WheelereBennett
.en Internatienal Affairs, 1936. (Londen, 1937),

‘ ecuments




bebter yetu~to abolish the institution of the High Cemr -

miesioﬁer entirelym Creiﬁer ended his oratlon by giving
" the Nast" s&lute to the. baague Cowneil and thumbing hig
nogsg: at the laughing press gallery.l After tnis r+p@atq,
-The League set up a Gommittee of Three Pranee, Ensland
'-1and Portugal ta ebaerve activities in Banzig.g_

P Pursuant tor & regorc<fr@m the Cammittae, the. League i

Sy

"'3;.Couneil requesbed @ctober 5, 1936 that the ?9115h govern- -

f_ment seak_”meana ef putting an. end" £ the uncanstitutienal

‘1measuresfin Banzig, ané make recommendatiens on that subjact

lat the next maeting. Pgland however, deelined to halt
.'the grewing rapproohement with Germany and aoquieaced 1n
  the Nezi activ;tiee in Danzig. Colonel Jozef Back Polish
fF@reign Minister, raported en. January 26, 1937 tnat the
"High~00mmissianer ﬂahould'téka oare t@ see'thab tbﬁ Qntgﬂhal

Aadministration of the'Free City was no%: :1.xz:=1qmsac1eu;1a."‘5

TheLCGmmitbeeﬁof Three, t}

 Ben of the Bnitﬁﬁ, Kingdom, rec ‘gx.m.and.eé- ﬁ;he.-» :adopt:io.n.- Q-f-’

Polandfs veport on January 27, which the League Gouncil

- 11b1d., 417-3@ 458,.

ZSweden later renlaced Portugal.;

- 3Heald and Whéoeler-Bennett, liquments fox 1936 445-47,
Seé No. 26-27 Polish White Boek Ba=G, ,
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';from protecting thﬂ censtitutien of the Pree, City. To all
praotical purposes, ﬁerr Grezser had suoaeeded 1n his Qemands;
\Danzig @ppositionists probably thgught that evan the League

‘was beins gleichaeschaltet‘af. . | |
The final act of Danzig~@eneva re’ationa waa the appoint~>

_mant of Dr. Carl Burckhardt Swiss bisterian and a distant

',L'”relative of tbb more famoua Jakob Burckhardt to replace

Saan Lester a8 High Oommissioner, Burokhardt said Qf his
duties that "the High commissioner o e should take eare
L to 860 that tbe 1n€ernal administration of the Fres . City

i ef Danzlg is net hampered " a. quotation of the Pelish

';H]League Ocuncil 1n January, 1937.5a Although Burckhardt

can not be oalled a Nazi, he had 1ngratiated himself with

L them; Fbr example, he welcomed Dr. Goebbels ;and his ‘body~=

' guard to his home 1n Geneva 1n 1933 and 1ntroduced the

lﬁeald and Wheeler-Bennett 3©cuments for 1906 448-51.

s 2In relinqniahing its duty to_protect Danzig's censti-
:i0h, the ‘Leagus Council, in fact; violated the: treaties,
A and: internal. protecbign of. the Free Clty were
- Seg Lebnhardt Nazi Gonquest 280'87.-n 

“'”;'f arl Burokhardt Hig | Commissioner of

Tﬁh?ions‘at Danzig (Geneva 19407, 2«

_the League




is

'“new:gut%érféiltsutéfintéfnétionalfelrcléé‘iﬁ ehé»neégue
of. Nations eapitala Hitler referred to. hlm as a man @f '
_°aocompllshment. The~oireumstances surrouna;ng his appoint-
«ment 1end color to Raaschning's @bservation that he waa

"appointed tio. be the ”Commisear of the:Gleiohsehaltlﬁﬂgn“

3}a1though he did tpy tg slew tha prooess.l~,-" P
With effective League 1nterfebenee out @r the way, the

'Nazifioation or ltnzig caught up with that 1n the Reieh.
f»,~ﬁIn Burekhardt'a werds;

‘ the other hand, shmwed greater y%‘f--
redgistence, but, when it informed the
_.Eigh;Commissioner on October 2ist; ..
1937, of Ats dleaolution, 1% adla“
" that 1t ‘had no intent{ ]
an appeal op applying tc the
of Hatians.z . ‘

trieben Nr. 4?50;_aostt1n on, £6-Januar, 1960,"
- Hax 608, ud He. ,\ﬂji.eisner Polenaun Europa
: (Tuebingan, 1957), 297. A )

.\;_agpnﬁ,SQrQ&h at, e .
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._'0

Lﬁé&lrpér@iesfwére‘ﬁémplétely~abaliahed_6n=N§Vém%¢r‘8,

iﬁ*fln ideological matters the Prés City also foll'*ed

arring Jews from clvil qerv ce

--Ion’Navamber 2 1958 and prohibiting marriage betwean Jews

f’and-":ryans on Nevember 25 1938 puvsuant +o a- decrea
) "f' "for bhe proteatiom of German bloed and - German honor "2
','fDanz1 g remained oalm” during the vicieue pogrem earried

o out'in_Germany during the "Grystal night" on. November 10,

“:7‘,;1938i hut whan Burckhardt temporarily absented himself
'from tha aity, bhﬁ anti-JeWish outbreaks paﬂalleled thoee_
‘ of tbe Reioh & singular demonstration of‘how tha sponr

”Qtaneity Of sugh ”German“ manifestations could be manipulated.3

In line wibh the Nazification of Danzig, "extensive
seeurity measures"»were planned after September 1958.
aircraft guné "within the scepe ef the Danzig Poliee”,since

"be did not desire. t@ cause anxiety in Poland. In addition,'

: the Nazi regime An Danzig enaoted a law previding for gome

pulsory service in one of ths varioua arms of the ﬂpgliqg

e
. .

B 02'66§‘ B@cumenta on German Fore;g_ Peliqy, V 944,

: NO. 672 Ibid., 947; Hepert Burckhardt; 8+9

SIbido, 90

v
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in. the Free 61ty. ?Oiand prot63ﬁ6d=~bat-nét strenHOuslysl
The rappreohemeps between Poland and Germany aided

Danzig's ﬁazification, Any difficulties P@land encountered

<<<<<<

iOhﬁdacki said he regarded the new ”aryan“ 1awa 1n Danzig
IAas an internal matter so long ag Polism rights were pro~
 l:tected 2 ﬁ@reover Peland in taking advantage of ‘condis
‘tions in Eanzig, haﬂ inoreased her use of" tne pert further
n‘develaping, thereby,'her trade on the Vistula. Port traffio
© A Eanzig, fer exampley 1ncreased by 33 per cent during the
"Ixrst five months ‘of 1939 1n contraat to’ tbe Bame. perie&

in 1938,

?he German~Polish rapprechsmenﬁ was also added insurance

”or Hitler's movea in foreign polioy. Official Poland
Was serene during thexﬁnschluss at Austria in 1958- this
- was after all boutheastern expansioa, n@t Easbern. Waésaw

profited f£rom’ the Sudeten crisis An; 1968 by aoquiring the

duchy of Tesehen from Gzeoheslovakiao -?oli@hﬂﬁepmga,Pelatignﬁ-.

_ ‘* 1Append1x III j@cumenta"on German Foreign Poliqx,
VI*, Gé”, No,- 675, "1d.,’ . 951EZ,

See Ho. 62 Pelish White

eign Polie 1919~
=Y .~j-0g‘° .__I’
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from 1934 to 1958 gave Hitler ﬂoed reasan, ‘cherefore “to
believe that Calonel Beck's foreign policy would eontinue

on lines acceptable to the New Order. .




CHAPTER II
‘THE SEARCE FOR 4 "TOLERABLE RELATIONSHIP"

In th@ w1nter of 1938-1959 Hitler's Germany wag the
most feared Power 1n Europe. Hitler ‘had acoomplished much.
_Garmany, :earmed had reoecupied the Rhineland ‘and annexeéd.
Austria and the Sudetenland, Rump Gzechoslovakia lay in
the shadow of German nower., F0r the most part Eastern
- Europe was tacitly acknowledged to be Germany'l sphere of
economic, 1f\not politicel, 1nfluencea "Hitler expected
to make the m@gt of’his accomplishment. Hé consideréﬂ
that a test of strength with the West wag 1nev1table, prob-
‘ably in two to threeayearsf sine@ he feared Eng}and would
ultimately interfere in his econemio domain.l

| To prepare for war with the West, the economic and S

poiitical prle%tatien_of Baatern Eurepaapw;epegsraum,was

necessarys In.order ﬁouinsure-thiﬁ, Hi?}gr'neb@ed‘a Ttol=

orable relationship” with Poland, Polend could be used

: 1Doe. 798-PS ‘Irial of the ﬂajor War Criminals
(Nuremberg, 1948), x,xxvx "358-39.
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to oontdin Russia while Germsny exploited the Baltic and
| Balkénsa Hitler did.not‘néed to worry about Bussién‘intar-
ference with his futura war with the West for his Eastern
Anti-comintern partner Japan, would serve to restrain ‘the
U’Sﬁgﬁﬁﬁ But for his praparatory economie penetration of
'“Eaéﬁgrniﬁurepga hg.needgd :} elgxifiaatian~ofrPolishvforeign}
_poliocy for both. m.s-"'immediate. eastorn pianrs and for the
‘gxpected future struggle with the West.. | | | |
To aohieve auch a clariflcation thé position Danzig
oocupied was crucial. With D&nzig An German hands; theé
austoms dominance of Poland over the Free Gity could be
.effectively reversads German hold over Panzig woumd give
‘ der Puéhrer aufficient leverage to subordinate Polish foreign
pelicy to h19~own5‘prov1ded-»of ceurse that sueh an. arrange=
ment wag acoompanied by othsr agreements.l Moreover, an
'extra-territorial road aerogs the "Corridor" wbuld insure
| Germany’s 1ife-1¢n3 to ‘the Baltia when the ultimate ahow-
4down with the West came, Then,:too. thﬁ return oft Danzig
and the road $hrough the "Corrié@r“ would placate. possible
natlonalistic demanas for the reviaion of Germany's eagtern:

frontier!

lCelonel Beck writes that "bne establishment of Germany
at the mouth of the Vistula would be equivaleént to economid
and . therefore .political ‘control over Polish national 1life."
No. 55 POllBh White Book 57° :
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. , ;o ‘
_ With esuch raasoning to support it, tﬁé“@erman gampalgn

.fdrvDanzig:bagan,vgctobgr:24, 1938, shoytly after the Munich
conference, Thé'Poliah Ambaésador, Jozéf’Libéki, met-Reich

'Fere1gn Minister Jbaohim von. Bibbent?gg on that: date at

Bepqt;i;g_%g&tden, Ribbentrop told Lipski that the . time had

Q@mﬁ>f6r G@?ﬁﬁﬁylgndﬁﬂolan@'tq»ngplete tha rapprochememt

: ~initiated by Hitler and Piisud9ki¥ The German Forelgn.
Minister advanoed the following. proposals- .

le. The Free- State of Danzig Woula
‘ revert to the German Reich.

2. An 6k v,fitorial Relehsaﬁto- ‘
1g. to Germany and likeés~
ijterri orial multiple-
3. .

i the‘ panz.
territerial-. 2d- ha
railroad and’ a free pert.‘

44 “Poland would réceive a guarantee
of a market for her goods in tns
“Danzig area. Sy

5. 'I’he two nations would recog,nize o
" their .common boundaries (guerarntes):
_or eacn other's territories.

R 64 . Thé- German-Polish treaty WGuld be
o i ‘jﬁ years, .

s Poland would accede to the Anti-
Comintern Pact. .

- 84 The two countries would,add 8
-consultative clause to; their treatys .




Lipski regardad Ansehluss of Danzig 1mpossible “)f.
- only--and principally [Eibbentrop wroé:] -—for reasons of.
‘T_bliqg] domestio poliey. ' Ribbentrop. replied that 0O imnen
}diate answer was antioipated but requested that Lipski
,open converaations With Colonel Beck.l | o

On November 19, 1938, in Berlin, Lipaki informed Af
JRibbentrop Gf Beck’s views regarding the eonversation of

'?,eoteber 2&. The Polish Ambaesador told Ribbentrop that

" his governmant believed that~ :BTish relations had
lstoed the test L but 1n reaard to Danzig, Beok believed

| 'that relations would be impaired by an Awachluss., According

to Lipski Back Euggested that ;f;jjﬂ"f’olish treaty re®.

'plaae the League Statute xor Dénaig, with Poland recognizing

" the’ Fres City - "a&,a purely German oity With 811 the rights
‘resultxng tharefrom.‘i Poland should have her economic
‘righbe and customs,union with the clty unimpaired.« Danzig,

;moreover,_shoul_;remain a Free 01t5,j Lipski did ‘not make.

”detailed or off 1a1 stand" on;the questi@n of cne extra-

territerial hiahwa and rails faithough he:indicated pepr= -

isonally, that a favorable solution was pessible12*‘

)

"*“‘an's-on Gennan ForeiggvPoliqx V 1@4&07‘
Hat "RIbbentidp had disereetly gave. .
3: wresponsible Por the initlative™
13 TLOT NOo 46 Polish =

. PNo, 1101, ‘Deuménts on Gerian. ‘ﬁarei‘fg?n prdl‘iez;-. v, .127-20.

Lo
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.. Féur ﬁGBKS’iatQ?H On;D$Gémbér’15g 1938 Lilpski again
met Ribbentrep, He . remained noncommittal and "negatiVe

' on the Danzig question indicating, . hewever that 001onel

Beck waa Willing to discuss the Reilread and Autebahn-.1
colonel Beek returning from & - Christmae.vacation at

'TMonte Carlo - saw Hitler at Berchtesgaden en January 5 1939»

- Hitler, affirming that ‘he: reeognized Pelieh righte in the :

Free City, teld Beok he "wae thinking of & formula by which
Danzig would ceme into the German community pelitically
but remain with Poland economically." Hitler said thie wae

in the intereets‘ef Danzig for ehe could not exiet economi-,

"cally without the Polieh hinterland. He aesured Beck there |

\Weuld be no. fait accomplie in the Free Gity. Beck repeated'

that the queetion was difficult beeauee cf Polieh publio
epinien.2 o o " -
In Munichm the next day, Beck complained te RibbentroP

of “little faits accomplis 1n Danzig that impaired Polish

1nterests there. TheSe Beck sald might “force Peland to
take a st&ad.' RiebentrOp repeated his “solutien" of the
_‘Danzig question and the transit problem. He hinted that
Germany might eupport Polieh 1ntereete 1n ‘the Ukraine, and

refuted Beck's complaint tnat there wae a German eonspiracy

t

lNo. 112, Ibid., 142#43.
%o, 119, Ibid., 162-68, ’5
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: ﬁifﬁ:regafd'to‘Palish-ﬁkréiﬁIﬁnég Ribbentrop again suggested
"that Poland aheuld Magoede to the Anti-Comintern Pact.

Beok deelinad the latter auggestion ‘but. extenﬁed an invitation

i 'to Ribbentrop to visit warsaw.l | |

| Bibbentrop arrived in- Wanaaw on January 26 1939 -and

"again brought up the question of Danzig and tha extra-f'

A terrioorial road. Beek did not view tha questiene optimis-

o t1Ca11y“ but 1n&icated intsntion to giva the suggestions
-["carefu1 consideratien.?_ Ribbentrop aga.v pr@posed German-v

Pelish oollaboratien via & vis a "Greater Ukraine” and

- répeated: bis invitation to joim the Ant**Comintern Pact.

Althoug.h £ros tl@?fi,-,’,:Bibbzent:g!qpi!g d.’!-,*S-GuS;_.BAiQnS with -t,-he. Poles;
ag with Gaf‘liﬁl‘ | HQ&Qtiations " were conducted in a fI’i endly

'apirit. | ’ ‘ . | ‘ . — -
“.l‘ Behind these negotiations however Germany hag several
_ Operatlonal plans. In the winter o; 1908-39 Hitler issued

asveral military direetives conoerning Danzig, none-of

them, however anvisaging war with Foland, A directive on.

' Qctober 21, 1958 with an addendum by General Wilhelm EKeitel

. Lo
T \.,l K 'y

| “:z;flao “Ibids, 159-61, Beck said he was becoming
atic? over’ the Danzig iasue. No. 49 ?oliah White

zﬁa. 126? B@Quments oh GermaQ«Foreign olicz v 167-68,
Beok satd he "categorically T6jected” tho pr@posal fon‘_
extra-tarritorial rcad. Ho. 52 Polish White Book 56.




_speoified that an occupation of Danzig was to be & "goup
ﬂde main depending on the politioal situation but Ynot a war
’ againat Pol&nd_ ' The direcnive was eonditional in. scope

' and provided f@r smmilar oneﬂVtienaiin Memel altheugh it

iwas part of & General Order regarding the occupation of"
’rump 6290h051ovakia.l Anoth%r%directiva, dated December 8

;.1938 crdered preparations for—a possible occupation of

Danzig from East Prussia 1n eonnection with general epara~
tional preoautions in ease of war. The order part of
“Transpert Exercise Stelpmuenﬁe," stressed bhe 1mportance
of German. troops appearing in Danzig "aa soon ‘as posgible”
if the Operation occurred. The coup was not to ba aoch~

paniad by 1nvaaion of Polish territory except hy special

,order,” and excluded’action in ths Polish Sphere on the

Westerulatte 8o long as no anned aetion by the Poles

ocourred in that quarter.a Finally, during the "Fuehrer

-.gReceptien" at Munich on February 24, 1959 Hitler told S
 ;Lfthe Presidant ef the Danzig Senate Arthur Greiser, ‘that

the Free City would be visited by a "eonsiderahle number

-ylef Genman warships.~m The Faehrer had in mind about three

“fairly large units, a destreyer equadron, a submarine

‘

\»

lDec. 136-0 Trial of the Na:
479+81; Doa, 13v~c.m ,d;;'481%8 ' E@oc

l&B*GQ 101a., 485~84.

ooy 120*0 Ibids, 420; Doc. 157-0, Ibidu, 481-85.
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' flotilla and-escort-veséeis.“ Greiser, probably cdrrectly,

balieved this to he an 1ntended foreign policy demonstration

vwith ‘the object of pressing Poland into compliance with

a German eoup in. Banzig.-

The military planning regarding Danzig makes it evident
that Hmtler had no 1ntentions original}y, Qf.war:with
Pelgad;} Mich of the military,agtivity alohg the Polish
bor&éra'wa@fdefehaiveainvacqpé; énd.ev¢n~artar the ocen=
paﬁi@h Of’Prasﬁé;'the“ﬁilhélmsﬁrésép'noted S Germany
was "hedvily fortifying” her frcntigrs*wiﬁhvéolané;.GEVi*
0u51§-not nhqé@ﬁary'if én.attaqk'waé-contsmélatedgz'}Moréa

over, on March 25, 1939, the Pushyer ‘indieated to the

‘Comnander-in-Chief of the Army that he did "not wish to

solve the Denzig question by foros.” Hitler did not want
to “drive Poland into the arme of Britein,® A military
“ecéupafieﬁ of ‘Danzig could be contemplated only if Lipski
gave 4n 1ndioati@n that the “Polish Governinent could not

justify voluntary cession of Danzig ta their own people and

that a fa1t~§egampli;wou;d make a golution easier to them,"” n3

lﬁo. 361 Mete 1 looumenbs on German Foreig_ Policx
VIQ 47. i
Zyo. 52, Ibid., 59,

5D00. 100-R, Trial of the Major War Criminals, XXXVIII,

274 .o B ’
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’Wh;iq‘neg@tiaﬁibns ba$WQen Germany andﬂ?olah&»wére

unﬁerway, anzig'remaine&‘caim, Since Poland viewed the

| Free City as & barometer of Germen=-Polish relatione,.,h,

Was given i{ndications of the Reich's good will.. Before

. Ribbentrap visited Warsaw 1n January, 1909 he toek steps

to preventADanzig Nazis fromprOVOking the Poles and unduly
prejudicingwhis negotiations with‘colonal Becku On January
13 Ribbentrop requested of Gaulaiter Forster that he Po=
frain Lrom undertaking any measures in Danzig until after
‘the. Foreign Minister'& reburn from Warsaw, _Ribbqntr@p
noted that.”the Foreign Minister will than sﬁmﬁdn>6auleiter
'Forsber to & nQW'aonferenoe, when it will be decided whether
new measures would be rendered superfluous by 8, general
settlement with Poland.-‘ Forster agreed to this prooedure.l
| Despite puch efforts to: convince- the Poles of the
”magnanimity” of Germany?a-"oﬂfer-" RibbentrOp*s.mission

to Warsaw as noted’ above, aia net bear the desired fruit.

.'However, a possible 1nd1rect effect of that conferenee was

the\dacisiqutq‘complqte tha.plans for the cqqp in P;ague

<
-

.'1

No. 122 -Documents on German Foreign Polqu 162,

Among ‘ths maasures then pendin% in Danzig were. the "officiél
adoption of the German salute,

“of th ‘German flag which
haed been & sourcs of friction between Poland and the Free .
city, and the ;ormation of & Death's- ead unit of the S S
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‘before agsin approaghing. Polana.l From & purely military |

'standpeinb thia seemed an intelligent decision since

lby ocoupying the rest of Czechoslevakia Germany had Poland

 even more encircled, and could, in addition, offer the bait

.ofLééhdéminiﬁm in=810vak?a in'return.forvc@héesSionsialeng

*." other- lines. Politically, nowever, the deoisionxmas fatal

, for Poland stiffened her attitu&e after the March coup,

 Wi§h.Egg;gqq‘;gggﬁing'by offering her guarantee to.the
,‘Warsaw geVefnmént. Whether cynically'or sincerely, though

: *Vuntil ‘the. March ooup, the German government continued to

: streas frieﬁdly relations with Peland. Hitler reviawed

hig. foreign policy before the Reichetag on January 30

'19o9 1auding the courserof German~Polish relations since

the Pact of 1954. _;'ffll igL;&i

gy Hitler sai:],__
roat Polish Marshall [sle] -
gtri t gndered_his pe0ple

3 Nationa1~Soeialist
d the German people.x 

, 'Ribbantrép Sé.y to -6
von‘M@ltke.,ua t

3, " meaning, of -Gourse,
Final Report (Rew

5 815 . colonel Jozef Be';
York, 1957), 174‘ ~ R




Germany’and'Palapd.was ang of'the

that}?oWand had arisen a,.tne empense of t*

w;;Hlt'er'rGCOgnized tkn national ex;atence oi-;iﬂ(ﬁf;ﬂ”
Vitfinsistlng, only, on e moro "reasonable“_eettlemanoo R;bben-
':ffftrop pointal out that Germany'a offer" in 1tg “magnanimlty‘

i just asked for. an extr&-tevritorial road not thﬂ retarn

:  0£ thﬂ Oorrldur. Hé oeneluded by suggescing a. favorahle—-
'fto Pol&nd--settlamant of the Slnvah and Ukﬂainian questions
and urged Lipski to rep@rt personally to Colonel ueck ;n
Warsaw. _ | _',‘ | A. }
| On MarCh 24 1959 Gonsul Genoral von dansonlin §anaig

'telaphoned Poland’“ most imﬂediata &nsﬂer to-R;ﬁbgﬁ%?ép‘g

. ”lNorm&n annes (ed.;,

Tha Spcechee of_Aquf,ﬁihlé@“'

‘ _54 polish'&mite Boek 57. S o
- aﬂo. 61 Eoouments on Garman Foreign POli@Ir VI, 70-2:

£




latest proposal. "Meaéﬁfes of & purely defensive nature”

‘had beon: +aken in the northern area of the Corrider. ~Rdlling

steck hed been removed from Gdyn;a- the bridge at Dirschau

had been fortified' 1eaves haé been oanoelled and reserves

—'~had been called up at. Thorn and transferred to Bromberg.l

'"5~German intelligenoe conf*rmed and amplified this raport the

>next day, stating that about four thousand Polish troopa
"had bﬂan concentrated at Gdynia and troops preV¢ously 1n

‘ the southern part of the CGrridor had been transferred to
" the Banzig-frontiera; However General Keitel of o.x.w. said
he did no» believe that Poland sought to forestall Geirmany:
by occupying Danzig. But uhe General Staff viewed the

'1situation moxre serioualy.2

Lipski delivered Poland's f‘ormal answer t.o R:Lbbentrop's

lproposals on March 26,‘ Poland offered to study, jcintly
with Garmany, means of simplifying transit traffic through
the. Corridor but rejeoted the extraeterritorial idea ag
an 1nfringement'of”her sovereignty;- Poland desiredv more-=
over, & Joint guarantee of the Free City 1n waich Polish
‘economie riyhts Would be ebserved and the German ”way of

life" unhin‘ered. Liggki!sun@te~obsarvgq, fupther, that

IHo. 85 Ibid., 101-@2..-
zﬂo, 90 Ibid., 11@-11. |
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. Poliah eoonomie 1nterests ooincided with Danzig's since the

h Free clty depended : on- trade with Poland, Eeceiving the

' note, Ribbentrop raferred Lipski to the reports of,Polish
mobilizabion, warning that an atta@k on Danzig would con~

stitute an attack on Germany. Ribbentrop requaa ea that

tha:Polish government reconsider its proposals since the'

. Fuehrer woul@ not regard them as satisfactory. He rezter— -

 { ated Germany's proposals claiming them to be the only
possible baais for sebtlement. } e S |
In,a memorandum following the diseussion the Foreign
Minister noted that he did not believe that Peland would
_1ntervene forcibly in Danzig er that her proposals repren
santed Wbrsaw's last ward on the issue. Another memorandum
.expressed Ribbentrop's view that "The Polish press attacks
‘should be answered gradually by the German press so asl =
not 1) bring things to a head;” thab the Pollsh.Ambassador
4ahould be advlsed again that Warsaw's prOposals Were un=
acceptable and that a warning ahould be given Poland '1f mill-

-tary measures were not re&uced,l_ Acaorﬁingly, the next

~‘day, Mareh 27 Ribbentrop eomplained to Lipskivof an anti-

‘

'.wGerman damenstration in- Bromberg and remarkad on Poland's

f' &

- Inoy 101, zbid., 121-84,

PO ——
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f"evasive angwer® to Germany's "generous proposals" regard;ng
Danzig énd the Corridorit

DeSpite theae developments German officials as Ribben-
' brop expressed it, still scught 8 peaeeful sattlement of
thggigsu@@ Goebbele' press maintained "complete silenoe
| oh*thé'ﬁénzig and torridor questiens.g‘ State Secretary
Ernat von Weizsaecker informed Arthur Greiser, whe. was
'~visiting Berlin on March. 29, of the latest. developments.

-Weizaaeoker advised Greiser ‘that Banzig should maintain

“.the same attl tude towards Poland as in fecent months; -
he did not believe it desirable “to provake Poland in any
way through Danzig.9§ - |

The 1mpasse over Danzig was fully brought out on Harch
29 however ‘when Hans von moltke, German Ambassador to
..Po;and, repopted howaCQLQnal-Bgck haa.reacted to Ribbentropis
statement that & Polish attack on Denzig would be considered

a easus'bellia' Teék agserted that‘én attempt by Gafmﬂny

to alter: the status of the Free Ciby would also be a casus

.balli, The same applied 1f the Danzig Senate made 'such

1No. 108, Ibid., 135-36, Anti-German demonstrations
in Poland had reached a high peak. aftel the annexation of
Momel, March 22. "Von Moltke, reporting from Warsaw on
March' 28, sald there was & "5e1licome mood in Poland® and
runRodTs of gn impending Genman coup 1n Danzig. No. 116,
Ibid., 144-45. . _ e !

- 2No. 85 Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres The French
Yellow Book (London, nd), 101—025_= :

5No. 124, Documents on German Foreigﬁ Policx, Vi, 152-55.'“
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a breach of treaty. fﬂbééver; Beok streééeéitnétlha.still
hoped to find @ satisfaetory solution to the Danzig question,
Two days latar March 51 71939, England extended Her
guarantee to Poland whioh was confirmed on Aprii 6. Poland
. ‘now had more reason to hold fast against encroachment from
.1Germany;‘ Apparenbly not 1mpressed by British determination,

| Hitler shortly ordered that several military measures be
| prepared in order to allow him a wider ohoice of actian. =

- On April 3 1939 he 1ssued the top seoret "Directive»fcr .

o the Wehrmacht 1939~40,r' In three parte, the first was

g'mon "Frontier Security,” the second previded forp the BUr-

-?.prise oeeupation of Ban21g, énd the third directed deploy-'
; ment againat Poland (Case White)pz 'Préliminary orders
“were. complete and signed April 11 under the- title "Directive
for ths Uniﬁorm preparation of war by the Wehrmacht for

1959/40¢" Under "Caﬁe White" (Enolosure II), the directive

read 1n.part---

. German relations with Poland N
‘aontinue to-be ‘hased on the principles
© an igturbances. Should

X




4;j ;September 1%

}attitude tewards Germany, -a- £inal.
settlement might becoms nécessary
- in spite- ofi{the treaty in. faroe with
Polands .
' The‘aim will ‘then be to destroy
,_Polish= 11itary strength v a0 o The wt
.- Frées Ztate of Danzleg. will be4*reolaimed
& part of the Relch territory at the °
-outbreak of hastilitias at the latest..

f Dreparatians fer this were to be completed net 1ate,“
1 ‘ . . . '

Enalasure 11T of ‘the direetive entiﬁmea;

i ;‘relates that a "éurpriseloocupatien of the F*ee State of

‘~UJQ BanZis may beGOme possibl“

,ﬁhdependenb of 'Gneration Whita'

“wﬂ::bygéxpleiting a favorable politiaal situation.;. Preparations

for, this Bpeeified taat thel"accueation by. the army f"ounﬂ

,@?y . he earried out from Wast Prussia” with the Navy support~

”nﬁn& rrom the sea.2 The occunation, moreover, Would be

;carried out by divisions of the neece-time Wohrmacht with-

*_'Lout strengthaning through mobilizat*nn. = S. troops and

'pe;ica taking part nauld be placed under the Army.3 .

e Although preparinb military directivas, one: oL-whieh

’“f env1eaged the destruotion of Poland Germany still qought

| a. peaeeful asttlement offtha Eanzig ivsue but on Hitler's

”:lxbid., 588,
“;21b:d., 507—400,-'
p?ﬁslbid.
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.termé,h On April 5 Weizsaaoker telegraphed von Moltke 1in
%arsaw to inform him that tha German offer to Poland. would
_pot’ be repeated" and ﬁhat he was not to enter 1nto any
.serious discussions on tha ?olish question" beaause it wae
necessary t@ avoid being maneuvered into a oosition wherein
’Germany appeared to allow a Polish preposal 6 go unheeded.l
: =W6izsaecker 1nfermed Lipski tne next day: that the Polish ?
'_-offer of March 27 was not a basxa for negotiation and “10ft11y
refuted" the Polish Ambaseador's explanation of trOOp mnve-
f?menbs near Banzig.2 | | | |

Althpugh deadleeked German-Polish relations remalned

ff*'calm and the elwere ne incidents in Danzig., However after

.' Musso11n1 1aunohed his adventure in Albania April 7 1939

- Aand President FlAlflin D, Roesevelt addreased his appeal
>'fer peace to the Elwopean dictators on April 16 Hitler took
.vhis next stepg- In é masterpiece of irony and sarcasm, he
addréssed th@ Reiohstag on April 28 1939 1n Which among
other tnings he ridiculed Roosevelt's message, denounoed

'the Pact with Poland by saylng that it -was 1neffective

since the British gunrantee had destroyed its ba51s and
P

termingteéiphq.Angﬂﬁj;arman Naval Pact of 1935.‘ Hitler

' lNo, 159 )@cumants on German Foreign Poliqx, VI, 195¢
2No. 169, Ibid.; 20507, o
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| publiely atred, fop the first time, Germany's demsnds on
Poisnd, ‘They included the retirn of Danzig and the sxtra=
ﬁerriberialiiegé, fqr'whicﬁiéermaﬁy undéftéékfto'ﬁféﬁésniZe
éli'Ebliéh‘éeenemia;;ighte'infDanzigﬂ'wiﬁh\eefree:hérﬁéﬁ
“ef”ehi'éizé-dE§iiedtﬁ to”recegﬂize thé'ﬁ?eeénfifrdnﬁiéf;i'
- to oonolude a 25 ye&r non-aggression pact-‘and to grant
Polane a veice 1n Slovakia«-“in praetxee the renunciation
of eny German hegemony in thie territory." Significantly"‘
omitted wore mention of the‘Anti-Cemintern Pact ‘the proe
.poeal for a "Greater Ukraine,3 and the ugual diatribee on
Russia.l | B R

‘I‘he Pelieh Charg \ ar Affairs Prince*Lubomirsky,

‘delivered Warsaw'e answer te the Wilhelmetrasee on- May

55e Poland refuted Germany's contention that she had eons )
sistently refused to recegnize the status quo in Danzigo
1Ber propoeition of March 27 was repeated and in addition,
Polanﬁ pointed out that the Reich had not oonsidered the
.earlier Fran00~Polish alliance, which was more definitely
pointed at Germany, as a eontradietion to the Germanu?olish
Non-Aggressien Pact of 1934. Therefore the Polee 1nsisted

the Anglo-?elish agreement did net contradiot the German-

'Baynos, Tho Speeches of Adolf Hitler, 1605-56:
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L Polish Non-Aggression Pact.1 The 819t °f tbis wag 1ncluded

'1n a speech bhat Beek delivered on the same dateb which

..however also carried a. suggestion that he reaerved the

' ,. vr16ht to return to specific German proposalswz The German

95 ;Foreign Offise, commenting on Beck's speeché offared the‘-

"v fUcant pronouncement by a weak government.‘”3 A new phaeé

'ffinterpretamion that the Polish Foreign Minister had "lapaes'

 3af memory and that his speech waa a "relatively 1ﬂ“ﬁ“hifi;f

ﬂfnad begun in German-Pelish relatiens fer whioh new tactics

._1were te ba 9mp10yed.‘ 'f“ ﬁ

s P

7,11No. 534 Bocuments on German Fore;gp Policy, VI, 430-35,

‘ .ZNO. 77,,Polish White B@ok

.'fsNoo 335 Documents on German Fcreigg Policv, VI, 436.
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With the denunciation of the Polish pact in ﬁis spaech

_ of April 28 Hitler's field of action broadened.. The quali-

'__fled phraseolggy of "Case Whi te™ no longer applied

in Hitlerian logic Poland*had adopted & "threatening atti-
tude since’ receiving the. guarantee from England. Thus :
Hitler'e problem Wag to iselate Poland both diplomatieally
. and militarily eo that he could déstroy her without 1nter-
'ference or, failing tbat to bully her into accapting his
éropos&ls under the auspicea ef Western pressure ‘ag had been

. done in. czechoslovakia at the Munich COnference. On May

23, in a top secret oonference at the Reichskanzlei Hitler

revealed part oI his political thoughts to’ nis high officers.
The gist of his monologue Was the coming WAL that he deemed
| inevltablee Danzig was, not the iseua. Germany nesded

ﬂLebensraum 1n the East in order to prepare for the expacted

fwar with the Wast.. Poland was to be destroyed ot the-

3f1¥3t'Suitﬁblﬁ'oﬂgprtgniFyq3 ‘Poland ‘was & "doubtful bgmriev”
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"vagainst BolsheviSm but the. UeBsB. R.,”might disintarest
herself in the destruotion of Peland."l EUE S S,
Although Hitler had decided to dastroy Poland the

decision was by no means “unalterable,= Judging by the

planning that took plaoe during bhe summer of 1959 Hitl@r
, would hava been satisfied by gaining aoceptance of - his
 tproposa1s to Poland although he deemed tbis 1mprobabla.

. jEvents durlng the summer, however made his decision to

attack ?oland 1mplacable, ‘80 much g0 that ha weuld tolerate

" no abpeasement,, But since his deeision wag not yet "un~

alterable,“ Hitler still held a variety of plana, and N

. preparations continuad to- ba diffuse,‘

Among the preparations were S,ncluded the militarizat:lon

o of: Banzig and erection of & 1ecal armed centingent tnab

could be used either under "Oase White orlche directive

' for a separate oocupation of Danzig. MilitariZation LOllOWGd

‘tnroughous the sumers ¥he Pelish General Staff informed
British Ambassader Eoward Kennard 1n Warsaw on . June 15

”that 6000 additional S A. men were reoently draxtsd into

g Dgnzig,~ ‘makisg toxal ' 18”000. . Bhey ware ‘armsd only -

. with rifles.. Reportedly% .hewEanzig polioe had‘“zso machine

lI)oo. Q?@-L,zlrial of the ago War Crimlnals XXXVII,
546»56o SN - ‘




_ﬂdhalong the Danzigéﬂdynia road, Danzigers were cdm- '

"jf'érrit@ry, Private motor vehicA

f_d rsgisterad. Draught and saddle horsee

LY

,'l*f_had been daliV“red. Ths formation of a'nreiKOrlﬂﬁwa

’j'{%;'%:plm | ._:'e'eding rapidly. .

~".::mllr And Forater's newspape . tne Danz ger Ver5

R

«owe Erench YelIou Book, -

v .
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eb{riau'sly, Eanzig?-as? well as the "largest youﬁh hostel"
weg being Tysed as. a. barracxs. By July 26, observere in

gig estimated that armed -mén in the Free city   nm“.

»abeut 21 000. British.ConJul Shepherd thnugnb that'this'

- was exaggerated believipg 10 OOG to bea- a better estimate.
 'He did not balieve there were anough arms, as yet 1n Danzig
 't0 aquip 21, 006 men.~ The hetels hewever, wore filled with
| . @German "Leurists."ll Arms, moreove kept arriving £ Danzig,
fprinaipally f@@m East ?russia, ‘but alse by sea, disembarking

A:at tha Sehicheu deakwyara.z Heavy materlal foun& 1t8 wey

into Danzig alao and General Keitel aéuraeaed an 1nquiry

b Weizs&acker o July 14 asxiag whsther it “would be politi~
‘cally adviaable to show in public the twelva light and four

haaVy gums whieh.are in Danzig and to 1et exeréises be-

'earried on with thea."S on August 14 Eratibh Gougul ohepherd

repcrtad that tha ﬂremarations looked oomklete and that

”locﬁl troeps havé now, reacued stags of - fiold_vraining.”4

'591—94.'

: 685,

1&0. 555 Documants on Britiah Ferei 10 Polioy, vz,

No. 160 Freneh Yellow Book 183-85._

5No. 670 Documents on German ‘Foreign Policx, VI,

f920~21.. Wei~aaec_erfadvised that the gung remeln hidden

to be shown for’ pelitieal purposea when needed. -

4No. 653, Documents on British Foreigg Poliqx, VI,

N
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Tne Poles watehed these developments "with appreheneion "

'but most theusht it was, part of the Awar of nervee,"l The

". ;Polish Diplomatie Representative 1nformed the French Gonsul

-J“f‘.in Danzig, de 1a Tournelle, July '3; that the Warsaw g@vern-

:-mentzhad no- intention of oopoaing vearmament in progrese L

L finasmuehkas 1t appeared “defens&ve" 1n character.2 But

| f-;mmdacks, to1d Greiser, July 18 that Peland Lmaw exactly

‘:-how mahy: troops and how many guns, etc., ware aVailable“

}fl=and weuld publish“this intelfigenoe in the event of politi-

,;twanly werc men being trained to‘"defend" Eanzig,

‘;”but Germany was alae sending men to recennoiter the area

"  ln conneetion with military planning. On July 19 G.K.H.

' :eent to the Wilhelmstrasse a 1ist of 168 affieers Who had
ff”beeﬁ "granted permismion to- travel threugh the Free State
of Danzig 1n oivilian clothes on a tour for: study purposea

gj4

arranged by the Military Aeademy. - Non-oommissioned offioera

-glsq;cgmqwto @anama f@?xﬁfﬂdﬂ_@ﬁ??@ﬁ@&gﬁ Moxgever,,on

1No. 599 Doquments on German Foregg& Polioy, VI 824,
‘; 2Eo. 152 French Yellow B@ok 177. -

fhsNo. 686 Doeuments on German Foreign Policy, VI 939-41.

4No. 547 and Hote Ibid., 750.

| ';BNo. i Doeuments on British Ferai n Polley, VI, 1
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;June 27 Robert coulondre, French Ambassador in Berlin,
kreperted Heinrich Himmler's preaence 1n Danzig and Shepherd
reporting from the Freg City on Juneé 28, oonfirmed that

the ex-éhicken farmer had . baen in Danzig incognito on June

l ppobably to ceordinate S S. activities there,   i,"
On August 1, Gauleiter Forster informed Burckhardt
fthat General Ebarhardt a Genaral of Pclica 4in the Reich

N who -had been regularly eoming to Danzig for eight weeks, "

'.~"W©uld 1n future reside“ there. Forgter produced a pass-

) part ag wpreof" that Eberhardt was & Danzig eitizen.z

A8 will be seen, the General took gommand of the Danzig

"_;>forces, termed later the "Eberhardt Brigade " during the

'Gernan Operations against Poland.
In Germany, me&nwhile, preparatioﬁs“forfthe:othér
eourses of action were still proeeeding. The Foreign

| Minishry's iaigon officer with QeK4W, infermed Weizsaeeker

"7f ’on May 8 that the, deeision to. send & 1arge naval flotilla

to Danzig, previously broached at the "Fuehrer Reception,
’was still pending.3 In addition O.K.W. projected a vislt
by the cruiser "Koenigsberg 0’ Banaig to be held. indepen iy
-"denﬁ%y of the navel flotillas The pl&nneﬂjv1sit.of,thg

1No. 165, Ibid., 177-79; N 145, French'Yellow Bookﬂ
167-70. | ,

zNo. 502 B@cuments on British Foreign Policy, VI; 547,

3&9. 361 Eocuments on German Foreign Polley, VI, 471<72,




:"Keenigsberg' was in connection with the 25th commemeration

."1‘»

f‘the dedd of the cruiser "Magdeburg on August 25.1 The

| cﬂui_erxwould be 1n Danzig from August 25 to: 28. ShEWing

w conn rn for legality, tha Foreign Office erdered thﬁ German

CQ BU ;in Danzig to notify the autherities there of the

ed visit of tho "Koenigeberg;" similar 1nstruct¢ons B
,were given to ven Moltke in Warsaw.; On June 21 The

"‘Wilhelmstrasse again noted that the cruiser "Koenigsberg“'.

. ‘\

s slated to visit nanzig Aug' : 25-28. Although n,tf"

o f.fconnected W1th this, the Poreign Office also noted that

 -tne projected visit ef the navel flotilla was alse pending.'

The Wilhelmstrasse noted furthermora, on June 22 that
Admlral Erich Raeder ‘had. recently consulted Hitler abeut
',tha fleet vieit and had been ordered to- prepare %o, carry

'.jthis eut on July 29-3@. The strength proposed was "two

'v_'capital ships, twe cruisers, two divisions of destroyera

and two submawine flotillas."3 On July 8, the Fuehrer's |

”{ the intended fleet visit saying that announcement Would

"not be made until shartly before the date set and then only

1Ib1d., Now 578 Ibid., 488-89.
Bmo. 555 Ibid., 765. |
SNo. 558 Ibidy) 773._




f"in the form @f a mere netificatien to Warsaw while the
actual formal announeement will be made to the Danzig
Senate ol o i | | | e o
Von Weizsaeoker, apparently Worriad oéer the implications
:E
nJuly 18, p@inbing out that this "Waa a. matter for the Foreign

'fof the projected fleet visit; cenferred with Ribben_d“

{Miaiﬂterpﬁ' He suggested that Bibbentrep 886 Hitler about

'.»tngéjbefore July 22, aine& -

we. must always bear 1n mind that
a solution of the Banzig question

might ‘vedur by foree of armg, end =
‘that we mu put the blame for th‘ﬁ.
. on the Pole

thls - néval

. preludeé to the'generélly'awaited
~ German~Polieh conflict.,~,~

[”;'Bibbentrop eoncurred adding "that the visit sheuld in

"~"pr§hea ‘take place without 1nform1ng the Italians and not

( ;HW;Auguﬂt 4."2 On July 22, however,.ﬂitler still re-;

‘j‘his deeision on: the date for the projected fleet

vislt, \but gaid the order would be given at shert notice
:foﬁgthﬁ‘undertaking £0. take placa after July 29~3 S
" The ovidency seems conelusive that Hitler'was still

’ hesitating ameng alternativea throughoub the summer months.

Ibid., 883. -
Ibido ’ 941"’42Q

Ibid., 962-65;




' '{:harbor from tha Peles

’A"}Q’appeaeament deairable aven if imprebable. f

% S LI 4

flaet viait sesms to have been in conjunetien

°'The prejectiL

 7 with the propcsed eperation for the occupation of Banzig

For axample, an opera-
tienal plan dated July,llgag, entitled "Transport Exeroise
' Stolpmuende provided fer the oeeupation ef the Fre;;City

by treopa from East Prussia with the Havy séouring Danzig

Al@ng with the plotting regarding Danzig, hawev ¢¢A

.tfipraparations on ”Case White,” the planned deployment against

‘i?ff'PoIand aontinuad. The date of readiness waa changed from

'Septemhar 1 to August 20.1 on June 6, Keiteltdireated.tha

'ﬂ'attack on the bridge at lirschau.' Keitel was cencerned

" whether mining operations in Banzig Bay prior to the attack

| "7:would endanger ths element of surprise needed observing

'that the. impartanoe of" eapturing the bridge had ‘been ‘atab~

lished 2 General Walter'von Brauohitsch of the High Cemmand
;of the Army~-@.K.H.~~neted further that the area around
ﬁ";Danzig-Gdynia.wouLd net be ‘the eenter of. army attack. Since

ESPRR

lDOC - @3
"209—205. This direotlvg hﬁwever, wag by no means a8 soli~
'cito gof the Polas as,tﬁe earlier dirsctives to ocoupy
18, . *hhe opponent must have the first shett

gm@c. 120~m Ibia., 396-97,

~G Trial of the M agor War Griminals, xxﬁ;w;~

"*'Hatler must still have thought another |
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. wbanzig Waa to. be declared a part of the. Reich on the opening

lday cf h@stilities accerding 50 "Case Wbite she would

4he seeured by 100&1 formations abetted by contingent"from

rmy Group North of East Prussia.«-

......

p@liee efrioer o1 1nvest1gate the disturbaneea, but had
o been infermed thdy ‘ng 6rricer was,availabla, ebvious nen-

~i aanse in view of :he(szza of the poliee ferce in’ the- Free

Gity. Banzig officials waxed indignant aver this apisede

,'Eligﬁﬁ“lgggeg_gﬁgagi_saﬁ;gvg “

e




| béée&ving;their‘“félléﬁf

51

f ﬁizeﬁ,”facﬁualiywa residéﬁﬁfo

whlle tha

'ﬁffVQelkiaaher Beobachter said Wihe peeple of Danzig Knaw .
._:that in ne airsumstanees will thay ba left alone. TS
v”‘ Such is the hi*teric signiiie&nce of- June 17 1969."3

- But mere omineusly, the Danzig aenate publiubed a booklet

f~549-5o; Yo
'*_Boak 149

on German .gn. doy, VI
500+82; Ho. 1-9 French Yellow

1No.9" 
416 1514

Zme. 95' Documents’on British Foraigm Polioyg Vi, 108.

3No. 138 French Yellow Boek, 161-65,




‘ *:f’began orewlnﬁ 1n fﬁ

;&2

1;&2;_6 firgt week cf July Qntitled Banzig What is at Stake?

A disPuhe,'how@ver, in whioh Polish rights wera involved

?\AOn June 3 Greiser complained t@ |

':~;ths§Pelish Biplomat¥e genreaentatiVe, Ghodacki of the :

ijynumhéw of: Polisn oustoma 1nspecters--”we11 over: 100“--7

Qtiening th the Pree Gitya Asserting that this wag don
. trary to the treati g,‘ﬁreiser complained that their behavior

was effending the-German poPulation. Eor-thair nroteotien,
G lfgaid he must'“restriet the Astivity of the, Poliah

~/w1th the treaty prineiplea. ' Their offieial activities

";must e confined to their effices that 18 t@_say,ungt

.;performed'outs*de their office buildingﬁ. -f@ﬁnZig éﬁs&emg
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.1officials, now being Razified would no longer taka instruc-

s:or suggestions frem Po1ish custons offieials. V@fficial

’u'ff‘ques; ona would be answer d officially.l_ The Pole

‘on”customs 1nepeobors, saying hat -

?”“aufficient." No' restrmc”iqnga.“?

ﬁoma in8peetors Would he

.,;J,respeet the

k“iven-Jansan

gk custems 5nspectors in ﬁanzig, an increase of ﬂl-sinoe

;'j;:the Kalth@f incident.z ' _
o Tne dispute ovér customs efficiala continued tnrough-'
.T ‘out the summﬁr. choaacki complained July 22 af 1nfrinwement

‘}jon Poland's rights and GSpecially of the "insulting behavior"

 -0£ Danzig customsiofficiaws} He gaV® notice that ths centrol

”:-‘“eheroised by the Polish Oustoms offieials at the Danzig

' _'Amada Uniaa,"

fmargarine manufauturer:'would 26286,

._;fPodand woala no 1onger racegnize the precessiﬁg OQrtifiaates

1No. 471, Doeuments on German Foreién Pollov. VI,{@Sl*SSQ
gNo. 518; Ibid., 7124




C N

 garine into P@land.: The samﬂ_held tru@ for the Danzi”

 inmattersa twhe-measur.

“’n®+e cf ‘the Samg | date accusc& thg Polis“ custams inbp¥0tOPS

9€1}'9i ac us of espionage, recalled the *ncident at.Kalthox

"?ﬂJana ah&"ply conoradxctad P@land's aﬁuartien that ghe had

;an insuffxcient number of inspeat@re. The note cited statis-

. *Ltiesapurperting to ahow that th6 vo;ume of traae, frontier

”':3:paseage traff;c anu the number ef DanZig oustoms officials

*a*dmd nat warrant increase of Poliah cuatams inspectors.5

.mere@vsr, theAQ_nziger Vorpoatan tnraatened %o @pen the

' Irsntiers, as ‘had, baen &one in 19o5 if Poland earried out
'fner 1ntentions of excluding margarlue and oontinued to

K‘fjexclude herriag.é

Aﬁfo. 702 Ibid., 957.
g, mhe, Ibid., 1026-27,

5Ibid.f_'

T 4No¢ 542, loeuments on British,Foreign Policz, VI,
693+94} No. 565;;1 ra., 54728,




Senate had no oempetv

‘ ;_E:d§° 'dinecessary._ 6hodacki refuted the aasertion thati.

f1  w5 absurd.since Danzig‘j

_siin Polish cuatoms terrxbory.l

'7?j Cn August 1, the goles withdrew thair inSpector from :

m“vaﬁtha margarlne Pautory in )anzlg and refusea %0 recOEniza

‘““3f7"0@rbir;yat&s of erigin“ 1ssu5d by offioials of Danzig

”J37fié; fams, therebj atopping export bo ?oland of margarine as

o 547'43.‘

‘wall eg herring°' ln retal;ation, thie uanzig Serate sent a

. note o Peland stating 1t woula no lenger treat fronnier ”
| Qoxficials a8 cusboms 1nspaetors beoause they had been in-‘

: volved 1n ths 1nerease of personnel.?k - |
The disputa over‘customs officials came to a head

‘H“"

' "rapidly on. August 4, when Colonel Beck teld the Brinish

. Jm. '765, Dccuments 9_:_3 G‘-eman Forelgn ;P-'é:li& -;:;,__;‘ v;, B

%e. 503 cuments on | British F@reiﬁn Polic;g, v:c,

\
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" Representative in. Warsaw Cl*fford Norton that the Danzig

Senate had 1nf¢rmed rour oustoms poste en the Danzl'

P“ussx&n frontier that they W@ula not be permitwed.to carry

" out thei dutiea=hencefo th. Beck cansidered this" opest

‘ffﬂ men 'waa preparing a stmong not@.l_ Gu@daeki calledgen

'“:U.authefities at xront1J

oha”icnée to Polish aconomia rights and aaid tnat;,ne govern-

Grfisar about mldnignt, Augusn é to reau nim Lhe nete, S

Ccmmenning on an alleg&d af;a,wmc%nt‘. by Daam.g, éustom

r*posts batween ‘the. ?rea ui 24 and

Last Pruss;a that they 1mteaded ho 2331at relish cuctoma

:inapeetors beginning 7‘00 a,m., Augusu 6 Gnodacki warned

thathin view uf bnese rumors and “the Pact tnat the*abcve

'{ mentianed aetion £haé] @A..alﬁeadyltaken place at,cert&in

_ posts'[}olisﬁl _ﬁ'. 1napeetors wou?a Yo un;fmrmed and

armed, as of Aaguat 6. All atteﬂpta‘ nampar them [%oula

be rega”ded as aets of violenceg~2 Gre¢ er orally

i

premised to- suSpend ten@oj'rily the erder aot to ?“ecognize

thé so~calied Polish fro er suarda &g Gustoma Iuspeetors

fram August 6 1959u“ but ;Tor tachnieal reasona. oou4d not
o aeny 1n ritiﬂg that the order to ignore the xour custums

AL NP ; _:_ -t

?ﬁo. 550 Ibid., 597 No. 81, Polish Whiﬁe Bﬂck 95-4Gu

ZNa. 774 Decuments on Cerman forei volch, VI
107®~71. . T . , R ‘ °




’_ever, Greiser sent a proteat to Ohodacki regardingf S
short ‘term ultimatum“ of ‘August 4-5 denyin; that tne‘Senate
“f had ordered the action alla&ed in. Ghodacki's note.4 S
f, On August 6, Forster mot-Burelkhards,. The Gauleiter
.waa ”irﬁ.tated at the Polish ultimatum and inolined tewards
foreible measures." Herr Forster left Danzig far Bavaria

August 7, for consultation with Hitler,? While‘no‘reeerd .

o of hig. conversations @n August 8 with the Fuehrar ia avail-

"able the actions ef the next fow days: 1ndioate that 1ts

: B rt Burckhardt 15; No. 181 French Yellow Boek
‘~216-18., |

38@8 fer example No. 721 Ibid., 995-97.
46, 780 Ibids, 1077-78,

5No. 575 Documents on British Foreign Policy, VI
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‘sﬁbseanee‘tegether-with the events of Auguet.éeSLmede‘Hitlerts

4deelsien for war implacable.
State Secretary von Weizsaecker handed the Pelish

:Change d' Affaires, Prince Lubomirsky, the Reich's demarche

“on. August S The nete expreseed Germany’s dismay a:-warsaw's

| ultimatum te the Free city “fer the revecation ef an alleged
1-deeree-~falsely rumered te ‘have been iseued by the Senate-~ '
:gdeeigned to prevent Pelish Customs Inepeetors from oarrying

eut their‘dutiese- The German gevernment denied th&t euch

. a. deeree wae iseued saying that "a repetitien of such

e;demands 1n the form ef an ultimatum to the Free City of

.,Danzig and threat of reprisals would lead to an aggravatien

'-<of Germaanelish relations # for whicn the government 1n

. Wapsaw weuldhbe;raepgnaieleg. The,netegadded,_mereever,
.thatwmeééureeftakéaebj'Whreaw'te~prevent'impdrﬁaﬁien-ef
oertain geeds frcm Danzig inte Poland constituted an eeo-

' If the ?olieh gevernment

*'persieted in such measures the Free City WOuld be obliged
'.”to explore ethar possibilities for exporte, and of course,
,;:also fer imports," WeizSaecker permitted no ensuing conver-
eatien i th Lubomirsky.l‘ In addition to this, Ribbentrop "
erdered von Meltke who wae then in Berlin to remain in

_:‘the Reieh "until further netice.". He alse direeted the

'lﬂoe;sfibqéﬁméﬁfﬁeéﬂaﬁé?ﬂan-FOrﬁisn'P?liéx@:VIIs 4—5o
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CJLroraign Ministry not to establish contact with the Polish ‘

"f!f;lQ” 'The raply asserted that @ermany had no 1ega1 grounds f
“.to 1ntervene 1n Polish-Danzig relations._ The “excnange

fgood w111 of the PQI*Sh" ernment and a1d; not derive from

. lish‘government Would canbinue ts

”:any.obligatien.i Theh

.ﬁ;eaqt ag hitherto" to preteet its interests in Danzig and

l'ixwould “regard any intervention by tha Beich government to .
-fftha detriment 0f these rights and interests as an aot ef

- aggression “2

Albert Ferster»fwho had meanwhile returned to Banzig,

i"conveyed Hitler'a in 1tation t@ Burckhardt to visit the |

‘,*j‘gs a state,3 The Gauleiter then piloted Burckhardt to

%No. 2 and Notemfgbid., 1-2. N o
2No. 10, 1b1a.,",-1o- No, 86, Pelish White Book 96—7.

80,19, Docuinehts on Germen’ Forqégg Policy, Vi1, 203
No. 801 ‘Documentsngé British Foreign Poligx, VI, 640;
No.w,uw?f 5,;~ji59- 0. U ,




'f 'Acc@rding 6 Burckhardt's a¢eeunt Hitler raved

--,;Beck trumpeted ("osauntet) in £ e
- press (Farious).. The prusé‘aaid I
~.had’ loet the war:of Herves, that -

_manaces were: the”righw'course te

v_uf'my DINEE ‘been oal
»:;oourase, which th B¥o! s had laclk
' q%esn idiotic s_, orents

‘1;an,ﬁthe ?oles had kept the .
. Hitler was §o carried away by anger . - . . |
' that He wes unable to speak for aomé“~g,-“
'“4m@ments,y;ﬁ,. Lo e

S R ?r;said his solution had “unfortunately defi“itwﬁy

“74fbe,n ruled out by the- Pelea."l

The next two days August 12 and 13 were taken up

inqéonversatiena ameng Hitler, Ribbantrop, and Count Galeazzo
: Cianc, the Italian Foreign Minister,' E@t¥@¥~§91@ Q%@E@
- that he. had deeided that at the - T

: ,next aot of Polish provocation"‘be 1t
_An’the form of an wltimatum, brutal
.maltreatment of Germang A' and

.8 tempt to-starve Danzig - out an entry

’01ish -troops intd. Danzig or anything

“that kinds=to at ack’ Poland ‘within
ight haurs aEd solve the problem

U Yg, 659, Ibids, 6868-98,




‘7'ff;to speak of Garman 'Honeura

Henderson reported August 13 )

th of August en.

";"2

Fiaally, ne further evldence of thﬁ projeeted naval

m'f’vi‘ tgto the Pree city 1s available'past'August 7 When |
‘7?'Ulrich veon . Hasaell neted in his diary that th@re had been

"':"at thﬁ top, very bad tempers and wavering for the firat

| _.39-49- Ma}.éoim Muggerie

':tima: orders and countar«ordera for 1nstance with refer-'
' ence to an . earlier pian to.stage a naval demonstration off
. Danzig."§ Hitler was e.jiously 1n the throes ef making

. . ( ‘ :"l\, ) 3 o , ) : -

5 Documents on German Foreigg gg;;g; VII

g6 (ed), ﬁiano's Qgploma1 c ggpers

tr by Stuart Heod London, 1948),g

Hugh Gibson (ed), The von HassellDiaries (Lendon

| '1948), 84, panie




e :
ST s N
o g
T

”'gj ”ﬁn iter&bi@“"deoisicd,? v@n Hassell notes, further,C 

vust, 22 ‘,ram," he saia , "that' ‘

_ e H‘m@menb aome¥Seiwa1ne:ynd Will maka a proposal f_rﬁi
'?7§f1}mediation "2 | ‘

4 ~ : P8 ;ally’have to trampie dn his "
' the eyes‘af the photographera,” No. 314 Documants
sA“ ._iqz, VII 257-60. fvv,p‘




o 121-25.

. CHAPTER IV
o PROPAGANDA REASCH

Eitler told his generals August 22 "I shall give a
- propaganda reason for starting the | War“ and - set August

'26 as the date for the German 1nvasion of Poland.l‘ Thﬁ

"'evidenae available suggests that Hitler intended to,pro-

"voke the Poles 1nto aetion through events in Danzig 1n

""5order o provide him the - prepaganda reason.”_ Provooation

'and pressure through negotiations 1n the Free City. were

"'*employed to ensure this. ~The. pressure in Dangig should

'be evaluated in terms of Ribbentrop‘s haste to conclude
la treaty of non-aggreasion with Russia. @n August 18

-Ribbentrop ordered the German embassy in Russia te 1nform

the Soviet government that hﬁ was prepared to go 1mmediately

%0 Moscow to conolude the pact.2 At 11 00 p.m., August 21,

lDec. 1014-p5, “Ppial of the Hajor War. Criminals, XRVI,

‘:525-24; DOO. l?B@-PS, Ibid., XfVII ?389.

2No. 113 Documents on German Foreign Poligx, VII




64

bhe German radio anncunaed that the treaty of non-aggression

"_ Ewould be coneluded and the news hit the werld the next

2 .

ﬂfto fall as a resulﬁ. With more reason, Hftlar could

-b gnervaus, The 1ncreased pressure

uNegotiatiena between the Danzig Sanatexand Poland on

jthe customs dispute and & x.’margarine and herring war”

*-f;tbeg‘n;August 16. President Greiser 1neisted on the?Senate's

;?fwdis,;notien between customs officials and frontier guards,

“aaying tbis weuld continue until Poland agreed to decrease
’perscnnel. Althmugh no settlament Was reached on this

“the Polish Rapresentative, Chodacki, seemed willing to

""*’ i~h;@Q@perat6 1ndicatin€ that Peland wonla restore the herring

and margarine market provided agreement on personnel could
'be attained. Having no' plenary powers" to make such agrae-

' ments however Ghodacki prcmised to resume talku aftar

conversations 1n Waraaw.5~

1William A._Shirer Berlin Diar*:(Londen, 1941) 1464

zﬁrioh Kordt Wahn und Wirkliohkait (Stuttgart 1948)

102, |
' 3

7No; 25 Doeumeanjgpg_?itish Foreign Polic y VII 24-5¢

No. 72 Documents‘gg German Fore;g~ Pelioy. VII 78-81;
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Returning from Warsaw August 18 Chedacki told Greiser
~,that although Poland weuld ‘not concede to Danzig's distinetion

between frontier guarde and customs officials, she ”would ;

‘..»bezirepared to order fronﬂier-guarda to withdraw sueeessively

'.fro *_heir posts in Danzig over a period of eighb to feurteen

’dhiﬁ_f' Regularly trained‘customs officiala would replace

- them.‘ Chodacki said ‘he'nad "arte blanche ‘on. the margarine

;ban and would 1ift 1t‘W' {Eagreement on, persennel was‘reached.

”_Althsugh agreament waa not raached the meeting was;amiable

ﬁenough so that Greiser 1ater telephoned Ghodacki to 1nferm
him that ths Senate would 1mmediately release the customs
:officiala whe had been arrested previoualyo y | ‘

At this juncture, the WilhelmstraaSG toek eommand wlth
\ RibbenﬁrOp sending Edmund Veesenmayer ag his speeial repre-
sentative to tha Froe Gity. On Auguat 19, Veesanmayer
 proposed that he and uauleiter Forster increase pressure
'-.”to-the maximum pQSBib“G@” Poland ahowed intentien to
withdraw twelve customa @fficials.: F@rster would demand
that fifty be withdrawn. Veesenmayer adaed that "1f the
5Peles again give way, then it is nroposed te 1ncreasa the

,demands still further ao as to make agreement 1mpossible.

-”' 1Ne. 117 Documents on German Fbreign Policv. VII
126"280 L . . .
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. Ribbentrop approved of " tnzs plan on Au&uat 2001 F°r3t°’»

g:é ving 1natructiona 8t a private conferense with Hitler

"{hgust 21, then transmibted through Veesenmayer, the

4fﬁfo5low1ng suggested pro ”é“re on August 22-

ffgf,_ - -.;15, A finalgbreakdﬁwn aftervlong LT
| \ v negotiations on’ the qg stion of = .

'ﬁ,' af the custema xrdntier
;with_East Prussia. ‘ : S i

.:3@f;Ther £ llow reactions @ne wafior
e :the ouher on’, the part of the Poles.-

SRR -Thereupon the arrest of numerous
© Poles in Danzig territory and the
i-alearing of numerous Polish arms.
dumps._ The disdovery @f these T
farms dumpa is asaured, : i‘*;

;ﬁq‘;If_this aoes not preduca sufficient
: agtion by the Poles in reply, then
- £indlly . ‘the Westerplatte 18 to be | 2
.attacked. L e

"concrete discuasioqs“ @ver the oustoms inspeeters
dispute began Augusb 22,3 _D“ézig nagotiators pressed Loy
the removal of fifty Pelish custems inspsetors on August

Expecting the Polea ‘to refuse, they grepared a statement l

lNGQ 1s, Ibid., 129-5@ We. 159 Ibid., 105.

.ﬁwe, 176, Ibids, 1865 Noi 188, xbid., 154, Hitler gave
ed,npproval to this procedure on August 24; but .
s the plan wasg. well under wayo No. 244, Ibid., 258.

'byith.,:
o, 188, 1b1m@” 196-96,




f }fsuapenéed mail to*‘iyn'iaand the Heimwehr accupied't'_eg

ﬁﬁffrailroad etatlong 1n the“tar;‘“ary, although traffic ‘romained

mf'nermalqs @ther than Chodaeki's protest, however there

‘”'“};were no streng reactions by Peland one way or the ether.

'27@, 197 Ibid., 207-08.
2&0._254 Ibid., 288,

. éﬁe. 267 Ibid.gi‘ls-lgg Noo 259 ﬁmcuments on German.
.Fore1 n‘Po1ic > VII,7270-74, No. 204 Prenoh wsllow Book

. ."’,.

5N®@,2ﬂ5 Doeuments on British FereignqulieﬁﬁaViI,'-
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Simultaneously with the breakdown of negotiations on
o the customs dispute, the Danzig Senate decreed Gauleiter
| Forster ”Head of State“ (Staatsoberhauﬁt) on August 24.

3 President GraiSer told Burckhardt that any reaetions of

| the CQmmittee af Three "to these reselutions—being carried
eut could no. longer have any effeet 3 and privately advised
the High Gemmissioner to leave }anzig.l The violation of
the c@netitution, theﬂVbrzesten told Journalista and obe
territcry te the Reioh.’? Poland protested Fbrater’s .appoints
ment and resarved "the right to adept a further atcitude'

in this resgeet" but warned ltnzig authorities against a

‘polioy of *gaits aecomglie“ that coulﬁxhavé “serieua"'7~
eonaequences.a i “ - | |

In Germany; meanwhile Bitler 1ssued "Gperatian Order
No. 1 for $hip of the Sea 'Schleewig-ﬂolatein'" during
Forster's visit to the Fuehrer on August 21. 'Thé “Schleawig~
Holstein,“ ﬁn obsolete training ahip, preceeded %o the.

Free Gity in place of the aruiser "Keenigsberg”‘ﬁith ﬁhe

R lNe. 251 and: N@te )@euments on: German.Foreign_Polic,~
VII, 248'490 : -

2No. 352 Documents on British Foreig~ Poliqx, VII, 269.

. Syo, 2es, Ibid,, 199-800; No 289, Documents on Gernan
Fereign Policy, VII, B73-74s




“' f:fPP®9aT6d for tha “Koenigsberg," but. at the Westerpla

A'”“§'With her 28~cm. guns;
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“task of engaging Poliah coastal installations and protecting
, Danzig and Neufahrwasser harbor against Polish ships. Hitler
orderad the "Schleswig-ﬁolstein o arrive 1n Danzig'ﬁefere
hostilities and te remain outwardly paaoeful until;the war

;Qeub. She was ordered te cooperate with Generalf

‘-7Eb hardt's Brigade composed of Eanzig police "1

”&fold battleship arrivad in Danzig on August 25 wi 

_vious notification to Poland, who expeeted the oruiser

| "Koenigshermf”_and an hmred not in the berth the Poles

she could oonmamd the Hela Peninsula

“-.‘fnarthwest af Eanzig from her berth at the Westerplatte.z

;:,.The Poles however did not protest the surprise visit
.Lof tha “thleswig-Holstein. | 1 o "
3 Although the proveoations in, Danzig were timed te |
'proveka Poland 1nto taking measuras 8o that Hitler's attack
,.on Saturday, August 26 would appear justif;ed the: plan

failed for several reasons, Hitler postponed tne attack

. en. Friday because of mussolini's mesaage saying he ‘wag -

unprepared for Warfand beeause ef tba formal conclusien

1Ne. 186, Ibid,, 195-96; Do, 186-0, Drial of the
ajor War Criminals, XXXIV 448~56. T o

5 VII,

~2N0.J225ﬁ“)0 umants on German Foreign Polio?

2393 No. 197, IDid., £07=08, . Rumors that the "Sohleswig-

Holstain" would ‘arrive. in plaée of the "Koenigsberg“ reached

. ‘the British Consul in’ Danzig on August 244 Nos 270, Note '
8, Bocuments on British Foreign Poliqx, VII 222, ;




’,ganda,reason" Hitler promised to- supply éid not mater alize
' inwDanzig and a simulatad attaok on the radio stati
":z.Gleiw.tz in Upper Sileeia,;planned previously, had to o |
';_anticipated.,p'f'x~.«” *f»}_,* 51 _P‘EV3ﬂ"

'7~.?:Eng1and»and France declared wep Septamber 3. Hitler shoWed

'iﬁaneed net have. Brit&in anleranGG Wﬁre not making wen

/?fwjto ”die for nanz%s, ot aivin P°1and °°n91de”ed DanZ1g

-s‘.zss-ee; Rib

fofficera on 'May 23,,")anzig [@a%] ’we neﬁ the subject
| of dispute. "4 F S o
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fAmglo~Polish paat,: Hitler required ssveral days for
,_al attempt to 1solate Poland,l Moreover the»:f

f 3 Poland had showa m@re restraint than Hitler

Hitler 1aunched his,invasion of Poland on September 1.

warth & Euregean war. Eor 88 ﬁitlar himaelf told his

. '\", Wod

1No.

15: ria:
| ,estimony —April
lakeru:”The Last '

S46- 52900. evg-n, Trial of the Majer War Orimin&lﬂ. XXXVII»
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