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PREFACE

The history of newspapers and of the men who founded and pub-
lished them seems to focus on the main currents of metropolitan
journalism. Biographies and innumerable other works have been written
about Horace Greeley and James Gordon Bennett. Other men such as
William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer have been studied and
analyzed. And even a few small-town newspapermen such as William Allen
White and Henry Beetle Hough have achieved fame because of the excellent
quality of the newspapers they edited, but they are exceptions to the
rule.

During the same period of time when the famous men of journalism
were gaining stature, there were many other men who founded and edited
newspapers in a thousand back eddies of the mainstream of the American
civilization. In their own way, they contributed as much to their small
share of the world as did the great and famous publishers and journalists,
but the great majority of these men are entirely forgotten, their achieve-
ments contained only in a few obscure reference works and in the yellow--
ing, crumbling remains of the newspapers they edited.

This thesis tells the story of one of these men, DeWitt Clinton
Ireland, an itinerant printer, reporter, inventor, and publisher, who
moved through the state of Oregon between 1862 and 1913, working for
some newspapers and publishing others. He became known primarily for
his ability to found newspapers, some of which have lasted until the
present time. He built his newspapers on a firm foundation of good

reporting, clean printing, truth, accuracy, fair comment, financial
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integrity, and an almost fanatical beiief in the future of the
cohmunities which his newspapsrs sexved.

This thesis is concerned mainly with Ireland’s years with the
Astorian, a newspaper which he founded in 1873 and which is still being
published in Astoria, Oregon, today. He edited and published the
Astorian for only nine years and then moved on to what he considered
greener fields.

When Ireland arrived in Astoria in 1873, the town had a population
of approximately ’7OO.1 When he left in 1882, the slumbering river town
had awakened and grown into a bustling community of over 3,000 permanent
residents.2 This is not to suggest that Ireland and the Astorian deserve
all of the credit for this sudden growth. Powerful forces pushed
immigration, develsped indusiry, and modernized shipping and communications,
all contributing factors in th2 building of the town. But cne of the pri-
mary stimulations in Astoria's growth was the strong newspaper that
Ireland developed which was interested in promoting local industry, active
in encouraging new enterprises to come into the town, and persistent in
urging the orderly grewth of a moral and upright socisty in the raw
river community.3

Unlike many of the other newspaper publiishers of this time, he did

1’I‘he 1870 census for Astoria lists 639 residents. In 1880, there
were 2,803, During the fishing season, over 2,000 transients arrived.

2Fred Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley from The Dalles
to_the Sea (Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1928), I, p. 234.

3Ali‘red A. Cleveland, "Social and Economic History of Astoria,"
Oregon Historical Quarterly, IV (March, 1903), 138.




not use his paper as a political wahicle, exchanging vitriolic comments
and insults with other publishers cf opposing political beliefs in the
"Oregon style."1

He was primarily a reporter, covering the news and then writing it,
impartially and accurately. He was capable of using his editorial
columns effectively in support of local industry and orderly growth and
against whatever forces he considered damaging to the future of his towm.

He was one of the first "real reporters"2 in the Oregon ccuntry.
His influence and that of several others of his type gradually succeeded
in bringing to Oregon journalism a sense of dedication to the truthS and
a realization that the first duty of a newspaper is to get and print the
facts. He died in 1913, leaving behind a legacy which should bhe acknow-
ledged. This thesis is an attempt to recognize that legacy.

In compiling a history of Ireland's days with the Astorian, it was
necessary to use a combined topical-chronnlogical apprcach. An attempt

has been made to show how the gradual development of the Astorian matched

the growth and maturity of the town. In following many of Ireland's

1Sidney Warren, Ferthest Frontier, The Pacific Northwest (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1949), p. 20L. Warren says, "The language of the
'Oregon style' as it came *to be called, was frequently so graphic and
torrid that it blistered the paper. Many of the little exchanges in
which editors indulged would probably be libelous today. The English
language was cuiled for the most descriptive epithets."

2George S. Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers (Portland: Bin-
fords & Mort, Publishers, 1939}, p. 19.

BTri-Weekly Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 1. In his first editorial
Ireland s&b cdown his journalistic principles.
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campaigns to improve conditions in the town, it has been necessary to
break up the basic chronological approach and pursue the basic topic
to its conclusion.

The methodology of this thesis involved reading the pages of the

Tri-Weekly Astorian, the Weekly Astorian, and the Daily Astorian as

well as other newspapers published by Ireland. From this reading, a
determination was made as to how Ireland displayed the particular
problems of the frontier city and the efforts he made to urge solutions
to these problems. Ireland left, aside from his newspapers, little else
behind him. There are a few references to him in less than a dozen bcoks.
Two persons who knew him have been found and interviewed. His oniy letter
known to exist is in the University of Oregon library, but all other
papers and letters have disappeared.

Through good fortune, the author was able to trace the original
Ireland family photograph album to an attic in Hillsboro, Oregon, where
it had lain unnoticed for almost fifty years. Through the generosity of
a distant relative of DeWitt Clinton Ireland, the family photographs
reproduced in this thesis are being published for the first time.

Luckily, Ireland was an editor who loved to include references
to himself and to his personal life in the pages of the Astorian. From
these items it has been possible to put together a fairly accurate
account of his life although there are still many portions of that life
which probably will never be known. It has been necessary to read every

one of the thousands of issues of the Astorian and then piece together

these references into one comprehensive whole. Undoubtedly, some pieces
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have been missed but this thesis is probably the most complete account of
Ireland's life which could be written under the present circumstances.

At times, Ireland's own accounts of personal happenings have differed
from those given in other reference works. When this happened, a special
effort was made to verify his version. Each time, his account has been
proved accurate by corroborating evidence.

One of the chapters of this thesis is devoted to Ireland's life
before he arrived in Astoria. This has been included to show his back-
ground and the preparations he made to ready himself for the job of
publishing the Astorian. The final chapter gives a rather brief account
of his newspaper and pefsonal life after he sold the Astorian. While
this thesis is not to be construed as a full account of the life cf
Ireland, it was Jjudged necessary to fill in some of the pertirnent details
of his other careers. Most of these details were taken from the pages

of the QOregonian, the Sherman County Cbserver, the Oregon City Fnterprise,

the Yamhill County Eeporten and from the few existing copies of the other

newspapers on which he worked.
The microfilm collection in the newspaper room of the University of
Oregon library contains almost a complete collection of the Tri-Weekiy

Astorian, the Weekly Astorian, and the Daily Astorian. The Astor Memorial

library in Astoria also has the complete microfilm collection as well as
most of the original copies of the newspapers, both bound and in loose

form. The Astorian has a full ccllection of the original newspapers in
its building. From these three sources it was possible to get copies of

virtually every one of the newspapers published by Ireland during his
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Astoria days.

Other sources used in the writing of this thesis were the records
of the City of Astoria and Clatsop County, although very little legal
material involving either the Astorian or Ireland was ever filed. The
chief value of these sources was to fill in the gaps in Ireland's
accounts of his days as mayor of Astoria.

The writing of this theéis would not have been possible without
the help of Mrs. Frances Schoen, director of the University of Oregon
newspaper room, Mr. Bruce Berney, head librarian of the Astor Memorial
library in Astoria, Mike Forrester, publisher of the Astorian, and Mrs.
Van Fossum of the Toledo city library, all of whom made it possible to

obtain the use of the original copies and microfilms of the Iri-Weekly

C————

Astorian, the Weekly Astorian, and the Daily Astorian, as well as ccpies

of other newspapers used.

The writer is especially indebted to Arthur and Verna Wellington
of Hillsboro, Oregon, for their help in finding the original family
photograph album of the Irelands and permitting the use of the photos
in this thesis. Giles French of Moro, Oregon, and Wilmer Gardiner of
Oregonr City also deserve thanks for providing the other two photographs
of Ireland known to be in existehce.

Mrs, Darlene Coffee of the Clatsop County clerk's office, and Ronald
Caton, finance director cf the City of Astoria, deserve special thanks
for their help in finding and making available documents from their vaults.
The writer is also indebted to Mrs. Jeanne Ireland Allen of Portland,

Ward N. Baker of Mishawaka, Indiana, Miss Marjorie Halderman of the
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Astoria High School library, D. C. Bartlett, publisher of the Sherman

County Journal, Robert Hilliard, editor of the Enterprise Courier,

Oregon City, Gerald Lohrey, sheriff of Sherman County, and Marie
Hoskinson, clerk of Sherman County for their kind assistance and helpful
advice. OSpecial thanks also go to Dan Browne, assistant superintendent
of the Lincoln County School District, to Dr. Ed Harvey, Harry Swanson,
Lloyd Van Dusen, and Ed Ross, all of Astoria; to Mr. and Mrs. J. K.
McKean, Irving Hart, and Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Johnston, all of Moro;
Martha Hastings of Wasco and Mrs. M. McKee of Hocd River, and to Mrs.
Rita Twelves of Surrey, England, for their help in researching Ireland’s
past.

The writer especially wants to express his thanks to Dr. Roy K.
Halverson of the University of Oregon Schonl of Journalism staff for
his encouragement, his advice, and his suggestions in the writing of

this thesis.



INTRODUCTION

By the time DeWitt Clinton Ireland arrived in Astoria in 1873,
it was already an old town, steeped in history and tradition. Captain
Robert Gray had first entered the mouth of the Columbia River in 1792,
anchoring his ship near the Washington shore, well within sight of the
high, towering peninsula on the Oregon side of the river upcn which
Astoria was later built. Lieutenant Robert Brougham of the British
Navy passed by the site later in the same year on his way up the river
on his short voyage of exploration for Captain Vancouver. After
entering the river, Brougham had taken a short detour around the western
point of the peninsula, traveling up what he named Young's Hiver, a
waterway which today forms the southern boundary of the town. He also
landed on the point of land which juts out into the river on the eastern
end of Astoria, naming it Tongue Point, a direct reference to its shape.

Then, in 1805, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clafk came
down the river on their famous overland expedition, sent out by
President Jefferson. They camped first on the cpposite side of the
river but eventually landed near the future site of Astoria, making
their way around the peninsula and across Young's Bay to a point of
land near what is now the Lewis and Clark Hiver, setting up the famous
Fort Clatsop where they spent the winter of 1805-06,

During the next five years, the huge harbor of the Cclumbia lay

guiet, deserted by the white men except for the occasional visitor



entering the bay to trade for  furs with the Indians or to take on fresh
food and water. It seemed as if everyone had forgotten the existence of
the river and the high peninsula which guarded the entrance to that river.
But one man had read about it, had not forgotten, and was already making
plans to take advantage of the superb location. He was John Jacob Astor,
a German immigrant who had already made a tortune dealing in furs along
the east coast. He had read the Jjournals of the Lewis and Clark expe-
dition and Captain Gray's report, and he had remembered. His readings
fired his imagination and he began making plans to capture the bulk of
the Pacific Northwest fur trade.

With his usual foresight, he'sent out two expeditions in 1810,

One, commanded by Captain Jonathan Thorne, set sail from New York on
the Tonquin and arrived off the Columbia River bar on Merch 22, 1811.
Coming to a safe anchoragein the bay, the members of the expedition
selected a building site midway between Tongue Point ana the westerrn
end of the peninsula. It was on a hill which jutted out into tne river
and was boxed in on two sides by shallow bays. They cut down trees,
cleared a space in the thick underbrush and erected the first buildings
on the site of the future town of Astoria.

In 1811, David Thompson of the British North West Ccmpany arrived
to find the Americans already occupying the site he had previously de-
cided was ideal as a place to build a trading post for his own company.
Disappointed, he retraced his steps, leaving the Americans in full
possession of the site.

Before Thompson arrived, the Tonguin had left on a trading expe-

dition to the north and had been destroyed and all hands lost after



a fight with Indians off Vancouver Island. The men who had stayed at
the fort waited and were finally joined by the men of Astor's overland
expedition under the command of Wilson Price Hunt, who showed up at the
fort in 1812 after a harrowing trip across the country. The two parties
combined their forces and began operating out of the small fort, trading
and bartering for furs from the Indians in the area.1

The War of 1812 meant trouble for the tiny trading outpost. John
McTavish, a partner in the British-owned North West Company, had heard
of the outbreak of hostilities and had hurried to Fort Astoria with an
. offer to buy the fort before the British navy arrived to take the fort
by force. The two Astor partners then at the fort, Duncan McDougal and
Donald McKenzie, decided to sell out and save what they could. McTavish
bought the fort, the site, and all the supplies and furs then on hand.
When the British sloop of war HMS Raccoon arrived in the Columbia River
on December 12, 1813, the captain and crew were disgusted to find the
place already in British hands. There was no chance of prize money.
The next day, they officially took possession of the fort, ran up the
British flag, and re-named the place Fort George in honor of the king of
England. For the time being, the future town of Astoria was just another

isolated British possession.

lDavid Lavender, Land of Glants, The Drive to the Pacific Northwest
1750-1950, Mainstreams of American Series, edited by Lewis Gannet,
Garden City: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1958).

2Stewart H. Holbrook, The Columbia, Rivers of America edited by
Carl Carmer, (New York: Rirehart and Co., Inc., 1956), p. 57.
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With the ending of the War of 1812, a series of negotiations took
place between the ministers of the United States and England regarding
the disposition of the fort and it was finally decided that Astoria
should be returned to the United States. On the 6th of October, 1818,
Captain F. Hickey of his Majesty's ship Blossom, and J. Keith, of the
North West Company signed an agreement restoring Fort George to the
United States. J. B. Prevost, commissioner for the United Staﬁes,
signed the act of acceptance.l

Even fhough the fort and the land were returned to Astor, he gavs
upthe.project and retired from the Northwest fur trade. During the
years the British had occupied the fort, they had become too firmly
entrenched and Astor knew that there was no way that he could regain
the trading advantage he had once had. The Norfh West Company was per-
mitted to continue in business, thcugh under American Jjurisdicticn,
until the company was taken over in 1821 by its o0ld competitor, the
Hudson's Bay Company.2

A sporatic fur trade was carried on until Dr. John McLoughlin,
chief factor of the company, arrived at the site in 1824 to administer
the business of the Hudson's Bay Company in the Pacific Northwest.
McLoughlin, however, did not like the location of the fort and a year
later moved his headquarters a hundred miles up the Columbia River

where he built a new fort which he named Fort Vancouver. He left

1William Denison Lyman, The Columbia River, Its History, Its Myths,
Its Scenery, Its Commerce, (Portland: Binfords & Mort, Publishers, 1963),
p. 108.

2Holbrook, The Columbia, pp. 61-62.




James Birnie in charge of the 0ld trading post, but now that it was no
longer the headquarters for the fur-irading activity, it deteriorated
rapidly, finally turning into nothing more than a lonely lookout station
for company ships.l

In 1843, the first permanent American settler, a man named J. M.
Shively, took up a land claim there under the joint occupancy treaty,2
laying out what was later to become Shively's Astoria, an area which stret-
ches along the waterfront and back up the hill to the south from 14th
Street westward. ZLater, Colonel John McClure landed and took up the
claim directly adjoining Shively's, an area which now takes in the main
business district of the city of Astoria. These men were socn followed
by others and gradually, the entire peninsula was claimed and setilement
had begun.

During the next few years, families with names familiar tc every
Astorian, many of whom are direct descendents of these early settlers,
began settling in Astoria and in the outlying areas. Colornel James
Taylor arrived in 1846 and found W. H. Gray, Thomas Owens, and others
already living on Clatsop Plains. The Conrad Boellings arrived in 1847
and A. Van Dusen came to pu£ up the first store. Captain George Flavel
sailed his own ship to Astoria, arriving in 1849. In 1856, Henry Wein-
hard came in and started a brewery which was later to grow into a nation-

ally known business. By 1870, approximately 650 people lived in the city

‘Emma Gene Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, A History, (Portland:
Binfords & Mort, 1658), p. 5i.

2T he Treaty of Ghent stipulated that Engiishmen and Americans had
equal rights to trade and make settlements between +xe Rockies and the
Pacific, north of the 42nd parallel and south of SA
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proper and probably twice that number in the outlying districts.1

Because of the topography, the town grew up in two different places.
Upper town developed around the Custom House built at the eastern end of
the settlement while the main business district of Astoria clustered
around the bay just to the.west of the original fort. This division was
to trouble the people of both parts for many years until the two sections
were connected and regular communications were established.

There was little  flat land on which to build houses and businesses
and the question of ownership of the water frontage remained a problem
until a legislatsive act of 1872 authorized the owners of properity directly
in back of the tide lands to purchase the disputed areas. This single
act allowed the city to build outward over the water, creating a situatien
which was almost unique in the history of the United States. The greater
part of the main business district of Astoria was built on wooden pilings
and extended from the marshy shoreline out to the deep water channel.

Each building nad to be constructed on pilés and the streets connecting
these business blocks were built in a similar manner.2

The city's main industry was founded in 1866 when two brothers,
William and George Hume, together with Andrew Hapgcod, constructed the

first salmon cannery on the Columbia River. Even though it was buili on

1Fred Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley from The Dalles

to the Sea, (Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1928), I, p. 226.

2Tbid., I, p. 247.
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the Washington side, the beginning of this industry meant that Astoria
for the first time would have a product to sell and that ships would make
Astoria a regular port of cail. It also meant jobs for people planning
to settle in the area. By the time DeWitt Clinton Ireland arrived, there
were eight canneries operating near the mouth of the Columbia River.1
This then was Astoria in 1873 when Ireland arrived, eager to set
up his 1little newspaper plant and begin to grow and prosper along with
the town. During the next eight years, both the Astorian and the town

of Astoria did grow. Ireland had arrived at just the right time.

Ibid., I, p. 260.
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CHAPTER I
ALWAYS MOVING WEST

Too much of DeWitt Clinton Ireland's early life has hteen obscured
by time and by misinformation. He rarely mentioned those times in any
of his newspapers and the few accounts written about him seem to be full
of conflicting statements concerning his origin.1

It is certain that he was born on July 4, 1836.

I'm only 77, July 4th, but don't expect to se&s many
more stars added to 0ld Glory unless Alaska gets & move on.

In his excellent book on the history of Oregon newspapers, Czorge
Turnbull said, "Ireland, the founder of the Astorian, was a Vermont Yan-
kee, born on the Fourth of July, 1836, at Rutland, Vermont."3 However,
a letter to the state of Vermont brought out the following information.

We have examined our vital records carefully from

1760 to 1870 and we are unable to find any reccrd of the

birth of DeWitt Clinton Ireland, said to have been born

7/4/1836 in Vermont. L

Virginia Howard, Clerk

1Most of the erroneous facts seem to have been taken from Pen
Pictures of Representative Men in Oregon, (See page 13). This book was
written in 1882 and features a carelessly written account of Ireland.

2Letter, D. C. Ireland to O. C., Applegate, March 27, 1912, University
of Oregon library Oregon manuscript collection.

3George Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, (Portland: Binfords
& Mort, Publishers, 1939), p. 303.

gLetter, Secretary of State's office, Montpelier, Vermont, to the
writer, March 24, 1972.




I have checked with the city clerk of Rutland,
Vermont, and they do not find any record of his (Ireland's)

birth. Helen P. Kingsley, Deputy Clerk’

It is certain that Ireland moved west with his parents, William
and Marinda (Ellsworth) Ireland when he was a child.2 He apparently
had some schooling although it is not known where. Turnbull says that
he learned the printing trade on a small religious and educational paper
while he was attending an Episcopal school for boys at Mishawaka, Indiana.3
Careful inquiries, however, brought out the fact that there was nc Epis-
copal boys' school in Mishawaka at that time.

The Episcopal church was founded in Mishawaka, Indiana,
in 1837. There was no Episcopal boys' school in either Mish-
awaka or in South Bend before the Civil War.”

Ireland, at an early age, was put to work as an apprentice printer

in the office of Schuyler Colfax, who published the St. Joseph Valley

Register in South Bend. Colfax later became vice-president of the United

5

States under U. S. Grant. On this point, Turnbull said, "There he also

worked for the Mishawaka Free Press, of which Schuyler Colfax, later vice-

1Letter, Rutland County clerk's office, Rutland, Vermont, to the
writer, March 15, 1972.

2An Tllustrated History of Central Cregon Embracing Wasco, Sherman,
Gilliam, Wheeler, Crook, Lakez, and Klamath Counties, (Spokane: Western
Historical Society Publishing (ompany, 1905), p. 517.

3Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 303.

ALetter, Ward N. Baker, Mishawaka historian and author of article,
"History of Mishawaka Newspapers," to the writer, January 10, 1972,

5An Illustrated History of Central Oregon, p. 517.
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president of the United States, was editor.1 However, according to Ward
N. Baker:

I cannot agree with the statement by George Turnbuil.
Schuyler Colfax did not own the Mishawaka Free Press. He
was the owner and editor of the St. Joseph Valley Register,
published in South Bend, Indiana,zduring the decades of the
1840's, 1850's, and early 1860's.,

In an issue of the Daily Astorian, an article was published giving

a little background on the issue.

Recently, while Mr. Ireland of the Astorian, was in
the east, he was presented by his mother with a time-worn
relic of his early life in the form of his first newspaper,
the Free Press. It was issued at Mishawaka, Indiana, in the
year 1855 and was in every respect a live local paper. Mr.
Ireland learned the printing business in the office of the
St. Joseph Register, under the instruction of Hon. Schuyler
Colfax.”

The one notable achievement Ireland made while employed by Colfax
was to assist him in preparing the first Rebecca, I.0.0.F. rituai.h

At the age of 19, Ireland decided to start his own business and,
after looking around for a likely town in which to start a newspaper,
decided to seittle in Mishawaka, a small town six miles west of South
Bend, Indiana.

Mishawaka Free Press - We are glad to learn that our
sister town is to have a newspaper under the above name, to
be commenced on the 7th of July. It is to be published by

D. C. Ireland, a practical printer and is te take independen
grounds. We welccme it to newspaper life, and hope it may b

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 303.

2Letter from wWard N. Baker to writer, January 10, 1972.

3DailXAstorian, Avgust 28, 1880, p. 1.

Z‘LSherman County Observer, January 10, 1913, ». 1,
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well-sustained; so as to be remunerative to its proprietor,

as it will certainly be,to the town, of whose interests it

will be representative.”

Ireland did not have his own plant and set up the newspaper: and

printed it in the office of the Niles (Michigan) Republican, a newspaosr

located in a small town about six miles north of South Bend, Jjust across

The first issue of the Mishawaka Free Press came out on July 7, 1855,

|
| the border into Michigan.2
|
\

and two weeks later, the Register commented on Ireland's first effort.

We have received the first number of the Mishawaka
Free Press; its matter and typographical appearance reflec
great credit upon the Editor and Publisher, D. C. Ireland.

A year later, the Mishawaka newspaper was still being published
by Ireland.

The Mishawaka Free Press has closed its first year,
and upon entering its second it will be considerably en-
larged and improved in typographical appearance. We also
understand that it will doff its neutrality and earnestly
battle for Free Speech, Free Press, Free Labor, Free Kansas,
and Fremont. Good for you, friend Ireland. We heartily wel-
come you tc the ranks of Freedom. The,Republicans should see
that the Free Press is well sustained.h

But in the following month, Ireland sold the Mishawaka Free Press

to Larry A. Elliott, who changed its name to the Mishawaka Enterprise.5

1St. Joseph Valley Register, May 24, 1855.

“Tbid., June 28, 1855.
31pid., July 29, 1855.
“Tbid., July 31, 1856.

5Letter, Ward N. Baker to writer, January 10, 1972.
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The Mishawaka Enterprise is still being published today, the first

of three papers established by D. C. Ireland to last for over a hundred
1
years.
After disposing of his newspaper property, Ireland moved to Detroit

where he was hired by Wilbur F. Storey of the Detroit Free Press as a

reporter.2 His most notable achievement while working for Storey was
his coverage of the first Republican convention held at Charleston,
South Carolina, Jjust prior to the Civil War.3
At one time during the 1850's, Ireland married anc¢ had a son,,lﬁ.l}:»a.br
Apparently, his first wife died and Ireland left the child with his
parents who had settled on a farm Jjust outside of Anoka, Michigan.s

Ireland then moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he was employesd by W.

Prentiss, publisher of the St. Paul Pioneer Press. While wcorking in that

city, he married Olive Lightburn, adopted daughter of the publis‘ner.6
Ireland's career during the next few years was a full one althcugh

there is no way to tell how long he remained at any one job. At one

time, he was superintendent of the penitentiary printing office at

dJackson, Michigan. While working there, he invented the side arms

1The other two papers are the Daily Astorian and the Oregon City
Enterprise.

2Illustrated History of Central Oregon, p. 516.

3Sherman County Observer, January 10, 1913, p. 1.

hIllustrated History of Central Oregon, p. 516.

5Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 304.

éIbid., p. 30L.
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for the Gorcdon job press.1
He then moved with his fémily to New York where he worked for

Horace Greeley on the New York Tribune in both the mechanical and

editorial departments of the paper. He was also, fer a time, connected
with the mechanical department of Harper & Brothers, publishers.2
Returning to the west as secretary of the Egbert Commission of
Congress, he visited New Ulm and Fort Ridgely in an effort to settle
timber stealing and liquor selling on the Sioux reservation in Minne-
sota.3

In 1860, he was sent to the Red River country by Burbark & Co.,

of St. Paul, Minnesota, with machinery for the steamer, Anson Norihrupe-—

L

the first steamboat to operate in that part of the country.

Some of the short biographies of Ireland state that he eniisted in

5

the Civil War, serving for three months as a volunteer. Letters

written to various sources on the military service of individuals brought

the following replies:

Please be advised that this officehas no record of service
for him (Ireland). 6
D. S. Michaud, Adjutant

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 304.

*I1lustrated History of Central Cregon, p. 516.
3Ibid., p. 51€.
LFrank 5. Hodgin and J. J. Galvin, Pen Pictures of Renresentative

Men of Oregon, (Portland: Farmer and Dairymen Publishing House, 1882),
p. 109.

5Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapvers, p. 304.

6Letter, Department of Military Affairs, St. Paul, Minnesota, to
the writer, April 4, 1972.
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No records were found. No pension was applied for.1

It is doubtful that Ireland ever served in a military unit during
the Civil War. Aside from the fact that there is no official record of
this service, other factors seem to indicate that Ireland was never in
the Union army. Ireland was an inveterate joiner, belonging to many
lodges and clubs.2 If he had served, he would probably have joined the
Grand Army of the Republic, at that time a potent force in American
politics. There is the additional fact that he never mentioned such
service at any time during his newspaper career,

During the fall cf 1861, he left his family in Michigan and set
out for the west, probably in a futile search for gold. The only
reference he ever made tc this trip appeared in one of his newspapers
many years later.

Speaking of the Umatilla House, the O. Man of this

shack lived there with Judge Talliferro part of the winter

of 1861-62 and had a private room and a table of blankets

in Joe Elfelt's store in the oid stone building on the corner

now occupied by the Columbian Hotel. In the spring, we out~

fitted for Canyon City and when we came back3 enroute to

Portland, we found the house in other hands. :

While in The Dalles, Ireland set up the first job press—-a
Gordon—ever put into commission east of the Cascades in the Oregon

country. It came west via the "Horn" and was sent out to W. H. Newell

of The Dalles Is/l’(mm:aineer.l+

1Letter, General Service Acdministration, National Archives and
Record Service, to the writer, March 21, 1972.

2Illustrated History of Central Oregon, (Ireland was a member of
the A.F. & A.M., the 1.0.C.F., and the Knights of Pythias) p. 517.

3Sherman Couniy Observer, December 28, 1906, p. 1.

4T1lustrated History of Central Oregon, p. 516.




15

Ireland then returned to 'St. Paul for his wife and young son,
DeWitt. The tric traveled to Council Bluffs and then went across ths
plains by mule train during the summer of 1862.

Talking about his trip . . . he says we made it to

Council Bluffs in 161 hours from Astoria. We made it with

a mule team in the gummer of 1862 in 161 days from Council

Bluffs to Portland.

After arriving in The Dalles, Ireland sold the mules and traveled
by boat down the river to Portland.

Nearly fifteen years ago we came down the Columbia

on the iteamer Julie from the Cascades, Capt. John Wolfe,

master.

Arriving safely in Portland, Ireland looked around for a job and
found a temporary one that paid him enough to feed his family for a
few days.

The first job cf work that we got on landing in

Portland 15 years ago was to cut and split twenty cords of

wood for Capt. R. P. Ankeny. We did it with our own hand,

every bit of it; Bimes were hard and we could not find any

other work to do.

Ireland, however, was a skilled printer and reporter and it was
not long before he found a job in his own field. For the next three
or four years, he worked for the Oregonian as a local reporter and city
editor of that paper. During this time he employed young Harvey Scott

!
as editorial writer and custodian of the Portland library.™

By the spring of 1866, Ireland was ready to move on again. An

1Weekly Astorisn, June 6, 1880, p. 3.

2Ibid., March 31, 1878, p. L.

3Daily Astorian, November 2k, 1877, p. 1.

|
|
hIllustrated History of Central Oregon, p. 516.
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incident in April of that year probably precipitated his decision to
leave Portland.

A Recontre - We are creditably informed that yesterday
afternoon, A. M. Burns, master of the steamship Orizaba met
D. C. Ireland, Esq., local reporter for the QOregonian, on
Couch's wharf, and by throwing a handful of bones with un-
comfortable force and precision unerring, on the nasal pro-
tuberance of our friend Ireland, succeeded in capsizing his
applecart quite handsomely. What . . . raised the ire of
this son of Neptune we have not learned.

Ireland later added a bit of information on the fight when he

replied to an item run by the Albany Democrat in 1869.

The self-conceited ass of the Democrat never lets an
occasion pass to refer to the unpleasantness in 1866 be-
tween the editor of this paper and Brute Burns, then of
the steamer Pacific, but he has never once taken pains to
state the facts about the case--nor, that Burns never came
to Oregon in command of a ship after that occurrence. Burns
picked ¥p an irresponsible "items hunter" in the person of
Abbott,” to make a note of the assault, but learned to his
sorrow that his brutal attacik upon us was not endorsed by
the public. You know this,_Abbott, but you do not possess
enough manliness toc say so.

By the fall of 1866, Ireland was ready to start another newspaper--—
this time in Oregon City. One of the first notices about the founding

of the new paper appeared in the Astcria Marine Gazette, published in

Astoria by W. W. Parker, son-in--law of W. L. Adams, who had himself been

founder of the Oregon City Argus. In the final edition of the Gazette,

Park=r uvrote:

1Turnbull, History of Oregon lewspapers, pp. 151-152. Turnbull adds
that "it was personal references that the captain did not like in Ireland's
news reports.”

®Ireland is here referring to M. H. Abbott who in 1866 founded the
Oregon Herald in Portland. In 1859, he was publishing the States Rights
Democrat in Albany, Qregon.

3Ofegpn City Enterprice, January 9, 1869, p. 1.
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The Gazette press énd office goes to Oregon City,
where will be issued from it, we understand, a

lively country paper. The Editorl

The "lively country paper" was the Oregon City Enterprise, issued

by Ireland for the first time on October 27, 1866. It began life as a
seven~-column, four-page weekly which sold for $3 a year, payable in
advance. He charged $2.50 per square2 of advertising on a transient
basis and $1 for each subsequent inéertion. This rate fell to $12 per
square per annum, payable quarterly.3

One of the reasons that Ireland started up the Entergrigé was to
promote the interest of Oregon City in connection with the railroad
then projected but not built, which eventually was to become the main
line of the Southern Pacific through the Willamette Valley.b

Certainly, he was backed by a group of Oregon City businessmen
who had set up a publishing company and then subscribed to stock in
that enterprise.

Notice - There will be a meeting of the Subscribers
to the capital stock of the Oregon City Printing and
Publishing Company at the county clerk's office on Saturday,

the 29th of December, 1856, at seven o'clock p.m. bg order
of the incorporators, Oregon City, Nov. 24th, 1866.

1Turnbull, Historv of Oregon Newspapers, p. 303.

2The square was an advertising measurement used during the 1800's.
It was a2 certain number of lines in a column, of nearly equal height
and width. Ireland's square measured 12 lines of type.

3Oregon City Enterprise, October 27, 1866, p. 1.

A'I‘urnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 206.
5

Oregon City Enterprise, November 24, 1866, p. 1.




By D. 0. IRELAND-
0"!‘"! —-80-1h smal corner-of lulnwn ad

e buildia,

B raitigpeddiahing

Thq-a-nn—hiu' w\-m-.nh »
PRkl e

Gy wien brghs o
(e b s oo

T HEOON CITY, OREGOY.

Tot pregeion,

all bualnoons
: w:r."}.:‘y‘ocnnc“m.«mw
.zi} ootk Tosms, sol e

wumﬁ:uu—a

Rlorry the

"’""fu ) ...u.‘i:"
 geavia u

ARty
J!;l beyved the

" plass sre b

k' 3 avor = white ?:’.d-y
Thes aru marching! Wiowre -..m.p
Joas M-v- hfe * -Nl J.’Q

h.lﬁ i with
‘m' hght l'bl.ll i
e racein

Caus ey
o:x‘ ..u'i‘m..u..,..."“"
Wa se macching, wers wirching,
Prum tbe eradiy in tha grav
And s iy novcenes bui proraar—s

IA X thie
g o1 Lo e

Wa. take plearurs in poting thet
there seemie to0 be 3
ron (% part of the peoy kmuh

d-of soie Seans to. lk
m erior of the Bistes The S«r-
Jaskot, widen tbe Coastitution im-
omed Improperty soougn » few esrs
s now 'elt 10 be omcbnoziows,

a0d prosperity ot m&-u,md sy
10 aveid

by miriageny] e it,prohibite
(ha Stats g alding works of faer
n.l Jmprovement.,” The mout hopefl
succesa of - of the raitrond sne

Kire the peapla of the

oo by the * Oreyon Centt) Kaile
wnd Compny.” the acticlee of incors
pwllnn\ UngrDEr with (b vemer uf

Tue Pregrivter wouhl {afuest The the pabiiet ‘4
Dot 3e S sraipeed e mesalaciare of | ot
¢ Vvl P, Coken, et Bread, ontem Lol u.. ,.a«.:’f‘h nn» Pof oo
Bt o cnd Joda Cractart, U sddu €T o
Yo “wbuen e WL l—;;ln.-u,- .,,,,_,,, 4
ludnhq; O T, slaphy o€ Ty 0 Tin:urw
en provigan, (. {bekoomn ..3. 4 _iv.n« k.n
Churar s s el
JQF\ SCHRAM HAM " eyt MY
Munulastarsr pod Desler Wi:‘ll‘:l(‘ﬂl :t:' :‘]lm“'ﬂ r,v‘:’lnd;u:
: SADDLES. HARNESS, -lc b, | ihe Wotluderte Taltty te tha o
Mada sirees, botween Thind avd Fourth, '7 uf 1b
td tha .
. Orvgn City. ‘4

T W. B PARTLOWS
thcry. l?q-d & Sale Stable,

Nba
DYALER n BGOKS ead .ma TIONERY.
age prrvicfors es.

asttt
ek ety ety & evatispance
s ousreas publia,

foe the pairen

. u.xvx
i st ut the Telagragh Ofhen,

ORMChy...- ..... +e..Qregon.
Deseran® 4|

© Ciper, Tobuces, Piper, Slatonsry,

Jl'-va-n -u,uo.-..u.d.m,..

1
Jearew T os
BXOTH % MARSHALL,

" Bk Swithe and Biiter Makers
o-..um. [ p—,

Oulv- eas Uregon,
Mlackrmich o 4 ) 10 brenchon, Brils

Dl -:u—p-dn- All wark warpan!

g satudicuon. [2)

B W R
PHYSICIAN AND SURUEON.
Tmaa Beow.; Mo 3t}

{Uioe orer

. City

.
P

. Dr.E. faffarry;
PHYSICIAN ond SURGEOA\V}

¥ OTMICE-tl Femings oot
Hein it Oropn Gty .

Willlaz By

CONTRACTOR ond BUILDER, |

Maia ewt, b Oropon Citg,

Wil piie,
",';;x Layar ‘w"m’fL
o8 ikding, 4. Jotn

IR ia bia from,

/

[ aze

0 DIAUGHTS®AX

1nd Joiner w,
ag prowi

riesdesiring Anrihing
 bae

Br.¥. Barslay, M. K 0. L,
. ‘{-mw-';.- 1he Hoa, H. B..Co}

s

u‘zrr'zar, BIRLDER| o

Pmu ;wut, Pmlqu, Orogem.

-'a3d meursia
s '&F""-wrewo §op Sher ot
2

*{ whiels -nu receivd aad manage
itait .-m-d

i
ot rach s f e eupe

|M -Insl -A.\l o, ul buadovd dultars
The termiion u._um.‘ Torosed
e
[I Land,

-m.{
To wiseas ¥ e b

o«h:»‘--u;.-l,mu-—-d.yul’k
3 N, LR More, 3. . itehalt, .
£y "h-llxl S Apvisiue, T3

- Jael Faimer. W Corbelt,

R: Goary.

By an e of “Cangries, Mperved.
July 23th, 1866, r-...., o of
pube land_ per file, badw bekn dom
ll-lrth] Cungrocs to aid in the con
stroction of a railroed from thia city

weirt {10 the stuthero bowndary of the Slewe

—the land 1o b selectud within tyie
¢y itow v the line of the ro VA
jobat rovolurion Is wow: pending bes
Tore the Lagishature, if: # bas #ob &i-
resdy pageed, designatiag \be above
Tamed company a8 She corpnnhoo
land gi

nd h h b‘lm
il of it will be fy
» swcarity for

e bers, N0 maiter whet we In
Oregon may think of the prrsent veb-

= | ue of the taad arent.  Bat insddition
1 this gram from the geners] gov-

erniment, Oregon hersel mus do
thi br the enterprise. By
tbe torme of the grasis the compaay
oranet get posmenuca of any_part of
by land douated, of in sny wap du-
iy brtrebit froms it, untit the frst
section of Lesoty miles, oo
#t Lo porthern end, Bad bren Anished
20d put ia nperation 10 the sethsiso
tivn of the’ Governmeat Con mission-
ted Lo iuepect It [t will
twelve to Alteen milfor RO
conutruat’ 8 7sb.roed W the
Soatbery boungsry uf the State and
probably ab.at four williow to build
yarl lba Bexd of the Willameue Val
Tey, wnich luft portion will pay divk
deuds g woon &3 it can be Suiebed.
‘The monry to scomuplich su farge &
work aa this aanyt of course
rsisad io O gon or sven on the Pacifia
Cosm.  Wu have noteren the mon
T baild the Willangtle Vatiey
»eed

doe smisiance o sll wuch

voeral anzinty | iy

o
Burrie o the baaldy dstelopment | Loy

Toron s it onti Iutely peon

Cueo | FeBder all the sid

ol
lag eres

2ums Would be & sinall matter o the
whole af
throughiheir State, county
organtmtions, 1 wuold b %
mutter to « rallrosd conipany i the
infunay of its OrgEATIativ aud earm
ingx ;" while Yhe principal suin of the
bonds, payable sl al onew Fould be
2 besry matter Jo the peupla o pay
aUnny timey et in tweniy years the
railroad company will bave gruwn

wnough in the derelopmant of
the onantry, and fneresss of its earn
nnwuuly £oat & beaded indebt

howe Tepraventing the antire cost
oﬁb.. whole worl.  1u anaider view,
thia plan of Tendering the enterprise
l: needed nd. Troommends i v

ubtion of the Biste Irve mlony the
geaeral roxts of tha proposed ruad,

xh Suu might 20t heselit the poo
of Easters O

of taxstion i6 the sggrrgate, thers

";“bo 0 remonsbly ohctha a
1hat quarter, While it i 1he

intersat of wll to Bave the ralirosd

and the Iacreave of valovs, baviness.
riy whick it will bring with
it i8 wr 2 d 0od b tha inclioation s xli

0 4 4 (rom el it porm;
3.4 beeaase & 1a%, which would fall
e ,-n" for siding it
prms s oae for sidiny i
hersbore it is whih shoulo
o ade

1t tay be suggeeted that the Con'| i,
stitnifon eioa Iulvrpvmnbpemmw
thie, bat slter investigsting the seb
;-n wo are of tbe vpinion that there
2 hrberriee 10 aiding the matter. ig
Unia. dipection. . When the svbject
o was befuroabe Legislature twh years:
eecmrorttie | %Ry I s peatly Unruaghly nvest
| aated, wnd 1bs Leglalature conclad,
1 1hat it B e power 1o lovy & tax
il .,.pra,.n sune tuwards
puying the wnnus] interest due-from
e ouinoad ctnpang, and in porsus

200,000 1 the rpirsuates o 1o
L dnunt meanbmenia of $40,000 vach,
RO Fart of the Stute
beitg entirely oo neagre, the eonte
g wiich was locorporsicd i (ba
<ty wi that Hi o comatruct s Wik
u.n.u- Vailey Hailrved, did not s
pr. Sincw that time the

1 g slovure of 15 Sunta of Ol

O of Centem.Pucitic
and the Chamk

hjech,
v Uroughh. befors tha Buprame
Cours of the Stats of Caliloris in
order to test the lew, and aftera
Tengihy dincusion Yy the ablest Tnwe

yors in that State, the Suprame Coart
Urcided that the Legiststure bad the

power to graat the aid uffered, und
<t thepeiare the Jaw wae x conatiti
tional sosetifiit.  Wa hnpe o be
shie to pubiik & synupeis of that de
cinioa in & few da)

“The principle of levying and ap
propriating & apecial Wz 10 aid the

railrond company by paying interest
o8 its bonds, being adopied by the
State, wa 020 sea na reagin wby the
Legislutare shoukd 5ot sathorize the
incurgurated towna, cities and coun-
lirs 10 ues the arws principle, »
ich da thair col
mnv. capaaity they aclght by sble] !
w glve.

Wa bope to s the Legmlsture
in | 1ARE huld of theruatiea earmest and
cnairle the Btate 10 do wrupthing to-
wards dereloping our vast Med Lith.
ertu bnknown redources. | Tt will be:
ibe muking of Ocexda
and be the firt step
faters greatnest whicl
] judicions sction. i will d--mu
Inxable property uf’ 1: Sl-\-; and

m-n. reduction of the rats of tax-
Lion o v bt
the 1. ‘uhmn promgily second the
libarsl doation fron the Geverst
Guveroment, and we are seegred thal
the company which has been inor

[sorsted to construct the work, will
wnergetically pusk it foeward tw Gk [ |
campletion.— Oresomian,

‘The exteat of |.nd under rumw
tion in France ncreased i

tion to the gmﬂb of p..p..n.wm.
o 1851 l}i-m cuntained $3,783,
n

o
lu

lnhlblun aod the samber of bec

coltivation wnwunted Ly
3, 93 32, whilat o 181 the papas
Tation bad incrossed to 37,383.000,
'Y | and the number of hactares cultivsisd
10 6,704,237,

sy
From a raturn just presesied to

Parliamest it appears that thera are
fity towna In [rsland, with's popula-
tion of upwards of 5,100 each, which
sre unropresented” in- Daclisment.
‘The towal ratesble valoation of Ire-
1and is 213000,

fblie oS SSR
Toe pogalatins of Salt Lake is be 3
7, ool by @ines of

nboml‘

The

While the ananal l-;.;.; on thhoe|

yand while money thes lavestsd by |;

10 aid-the-saten | ypo

wice of that Tiew & hillwas pasaed | Du
it a o aolch prvided a fondof]| 3

w
passcd an sct xgreaiog Lo py interral "

"m Plb
“The sction of ibe polsy will ba of
minch interest I onr readers. T
probably ia tat Keown to aiany that
the pulse of - frmale excerds in frs.
qurency thet of & “wnale oz wo fo
iuurtern brats per minate,  ~
Mang circomatsmees
‘action, soch 58 mascnlar - vxertion,
Benta] excitement, A
thxr-ﬂir rgaie, aad the position ¢ f|
the budy, whether Iying, aittiog or
simnding.  Musealer wtion and mete
] exonement, o3 2o 1he process of
mation atamly nctrmss o 1 ber
memuch guicke dorimg he proccs
of digeation thet when dwun has
aken pluce:
In healihy mnles, from Ceenty five
10 thirty yuers of age, the aversga

of the pulee per winnie, in & stsading
pusition, i Iroar 1910 B1 § Filting,
1ying unmn, from

& % differenca of
1rouy aloe 10180 bewis betuven sand.
g, (o four 10 five bee

wnd lying, md froq
arieen beats Duiweon
Yo bealthy £

thirtesn 10
standing amd lying,
ayles of 1he same axe, it wilt be
foudd 10 he 81 to B, standing ; Bl
;-"s-z\nn«, and 80 1o B lying.

#Hation in the Gifferent
in produced by the murculae actinn
induced by the chaige vl position,
A lbe differomt prriode - the duy
ihe pulse varies, aa, Tor inatance, fu s
Dralthy person it I meut {nq:? in

Aty vxcidiens,|

greater and more

Texslag o the sveniog ¢ then o the

morsing.  Foud has the spe rflvet

w6 nt thess periods, for, in many
tances, the same fnd that

cresse [t sioant and durution in the

ahaw
varlation at diferent perlesta of Hfe, |

being Erester in childhood than in

vdiold age, -m\ gridualiy dinminisbing
e

e w0 grow
Bt por mbnute,
)50

Newly burs infaat._
riag he 318y,

Qur coputryinen darry thelr ent
prhu sverywhre, 3 and itw superion
y ol var »ill i ackiewhodged, s
ave constantly having evidence,
Mr. Grodall, ageut the Amwrican
Bank Note Compaay, har job oon
cluded a coutragt with the Nat
Peuk of Tuwany foe » large guantity
of Notes, vf the denominution of twa
andd ten francs, to be furpwbed withe
in the shurt spacw uf three meptha,
The Natioe! Bauk of Tosceny nn
g obably be cunsclidated with ¢

asiannl Bank of Sardniin, & )u
ratisfactivn given by our admirshie

speimens of bank mote printing will
probaiiy abiain for our emgravers
larga onlers 1o ba B1eG in thy futars,

Whtia s wesk et wokd bus brsn t [
3 premiom of 18 ang 90 per cent,,
with & gremt demnnd lor notrs of
sill denominathuns, The price of}
Kol I3 lesa now, and snall bills, fup
the conyruienca of trade, are much
rought for st Abust tbe same pre-
wivm,

- Mr, Nichols, agert of one of our
m...,,.m.. engaged in the nisnafec-
are of rrpeating 1if-s, tma juet deft
bere, hating had canuunicatiop with
the Govemment with relorened 1o o
ders for Npplvn(lbﬂo arma. _No
wntescts bere yet a2

gt U growte exl‘nwy e l-.p.
piwed 10 be porsed. An American
LCompany v ot tatabinh & mane
ufactory, b which this clusa of srms
will bo preducel, 1t some ceuteal

2 rh

mment bas o~
dered trom the wwnor gl the putent.
In England & larga bamber of the
Amencan Spencer  brewein liilers.
M, Have, fwnml, artillery fficve
in the United Sy

e pa
Vienia fo7The Brglish Compuny, tn
direcs 91 Viena te construction-of}
a certain proportion of the gana,

W, and gradusily drerglees | the

Lise 1a Motals 3. Lids of Howe.

Tojotroduttion of oufl-4yto Ea
Topa i the meyevtarsth centaly was
won fotlowed By the cotablidbess
of placea wherw 15y Bue bevsrsee was
retailed 1o such se conid afford it
ek in the B et ere s 0w

i UG
.umd.y.
£
citint, oad
Pura, dvwe to
on the

vpision of Uy uy.
s rendegvoss for the notabls sud
witty sen of the metropolie, who e
cusecd famihwriy the e pablices
tums, critiomed gablie Sheraciers aod-
inoesores, aud 1hus e some sort cr

d | I3

Spoized and led opiuion a1 4 tme Buh, aod glitter nd excitement, ey bulg in the ramer.

eaTevaganen in diess, the heomdarss) way of hesmbck m.r—: and rade of
ome e

when pewspapers mers not knawn
leyand Wit incijiens  uwme et
form, awd ¥hen publss dacemsions on
currmy lopics \ven uok toieratad,
While the,cofen huusen thas furnishn
od o vent lor the expanding thoayht
uf tha tinse, 1 is & temarkeble fret
1has they largeiy abated ibe trndency
o intemprrance by subutitutine bor
stroeg diloks the Inpoeuius exhile
cant that i+ now commun st vrery
bresktast table. The ofive

wete nlhn-ulrly dinplaced by the
Englinh * club”

tliese Tia
cumparntively unueormary by ioe
rutarm newspapH, chesp binke, ad

but the fulleence of colfe
was bong
- ibe momt
urious chaptere T the bistary of fas
ellectunl Gevolopment. dareeg tha
sateutrenib and righteenth centurien.

We have nothing at atl suslogoan
10 Uhia influence in var e, ‘coned-

ingay

Engl
pe.  Originating in the plxia Jun
or tavern, draigoed fo (= Seimporary
acesaumrdation of trarglers or, fGe
the enjoynsent ol cowvivial gutste,

B}ty Bevt wmotaed puletiel chures-

trtistica and bavs come to w
menor supplant private d-m....
1 parmcaut ghiding phiows e &
targe sod ase Of propls,
s prefee to hare mmnm. duns

uch

uf theve botals, which o) ba trmant

d rgulatly By s largn aumber uf

toraitien, )78 470 upholstond, fud.

winet, Geape et attend.
od; wirthuut conc¥h except as (o bow

the billy'shall be tet.  Ff yoo ‘wick
s mnke # neighboriy calf, you have
4t 1o sep burvhesdrd inio Ihe neat

('m hara ot s st the prtons
wu play billiards in & chowd, drink
0 8 public bar, read at o gemerst Gl
wnd Tt n e et The m.
of the bote} aystom seem at
emons, An Elnglnh pariod
m sams theat op sa falhws
* You pay no rent, st oo leases
greemnents, sou bare pabing to
htsten, 1o servante’ wages,
atehens bt Y are o0 teorbie
in engaging scevauls, in drillmg s

,nmﬁ w grlmxg rid of geevents, 31|
the

zen I the courss of

M:d wn-m. or .l they happes b
bars when s auid winter breeksup,
iy art 10 buaiew uf youes  The
young inen dugs not.call to apeak
you nboot thenew kitchwr riogw, aor
doen the gouman wish 10 e 3og in
the Ball * relative o the wate of the
Bueter.” , what yoo wan fs af

he| ays to behed. You want a bottle

0l dudn water the Tast thing. s-nihe 3
Jue are vot 14 1bat there, bappans |
to-be nooe I the howss, Yo want
o sandwich in W midd's af the say;.
uu BRCOUIPTOIIBAG setTaRL mEorme
0u that “Lhérs it 90 cold meat in the
n.»«— 2 You waata bin of broth,
and you afe md anlyed o wait L
the pest day for it Yo wanito
know whete mmarhody liven; thers
is e laat Postoficn Directory 1o e
for . You want 3 m,
e ball. Tou ure a m

$1ud In seodlier momrat it Is despaick.
. Fu' a1l theis sdesniagee yie
pay sezckly
um»t ol the - umb- of lnl!- ot

bat yoa ikl of old miside,
um m. S gererafly nure atrong

d that of e youme
lik-s m water  crestures, Whese
buartn vibrate hetween the joye of
wodlock and_the dissipatiours of the
b-ll reom Umll tha heart of the

i
1 u«-iﬂ-\vel{‘ o one object, ber
live in liks a May shower, which
tnakes rainbows, but file n Siterus,
plitasih S ahaha

The mrble bede of Kanws sre
i

imimense, 'The martile iv.ceached &

& drpth of fram iwemty s e

feet bilow 'ihe sucface througheut s

tergo extent of country. Fi
imeun have been seat 10 Washe

ington, whtre It la-lecided to bs ot

k by any bavee
kurpar, the Sle of ala 1od b vo
be y sstne Lrestwnrthy
Paroun -7 oAb, thix seeme mmetliin
twory thin 8 soull gdvsntage,
cheek be dras wn ance o weok, and sll
is overl
Kevping, are dispoard of
ates, IF the h:iuk in qn—rm. B
somatlsses steike ooe s pribur lacpe,
it ie bot Lir W conider buw very
wech it
u...a'.)a,-. mhorwl'enh\an

s vo walttais s wyle ot beios
abich, In private, they conid not

ford,  An spplication of Uvs esociate:
principln, Bodtr the manekemmat of
« sbrowd teodlerd, [ wilhin their,

Boer guality thas any. fomn marblo.

L3

reach Tiore oonly apholeiary, risbec
—

ko of b Hing poldhe eera] U prefee bt 1 s danuestog

3| xmd SAY kBT tracien, aT3

carpma, & hutter

port e famille, Buat,  ales slt these
apparent ecomomies, Whet & Wiete
dovm beotsd lide toaka of all the fues
mociel Instincte and il the sweeier,
e retired juys of sosist tereourned
Tlow 1 sape ‘ba virtus uat wrigle
e fn Uhe private hvawinid] Hu'
it dismpatvy healib

arage the pure idruh of b { o
W bights womanly modety sud div
restn chitdhocd of iesimplicity | Thet,
vmmerivd or the chililess may pues] ;
Theough the ordeal s hote! lite sosee]
parsiively auhermed; bat here
Wrthing, I it that oan compemeats
Tomubirs B the Tima of e rentrain

& aad mure|
vard i m"’u’.} |

Towing itermating acnwiot of the first %
1ip tuede by o locwanatize on this
contiment: ® . wan @it Whe "
wanitt Avd who awakened ita ene
ergles wnd dirveted s mavemens?
1t wge 1o 1he yrur 1828, on ife
Banke of the Lackewnder, uf the cutie
tesemaral of the Ruilnwels cumrets
ing the camal ol the Dhlaward sdd
u..u.. G4t Cor puy “th e -
tal minee—ini be W wdireeees
s the vwly purein On Abat don
e, T vitrainstaners whnd

ol manasre, the kndiens Lor dingiay.

Lhewr stra T carsvanseties of auvdeen

Stitatrd. Thy indicste the va
belthy crnvign of minds facking iw
The arodet

for bome, widd con b avded of Jor|
what in eV I {5, when, it et b,
=h sdvunings wnd withoat drmral
itatr ; LU eYery Amerionn who bs
suzions or the xieath i 2 srome,
wianly, bralthy Natswsl cherecter,
et depreeuts the luu'll\’ ]

&.ln....m.m--r-a ol
echiavoRy, BB we twn trwoe e it

our wew Stutes Nine limes out of.
L0 & will e found thys ther it eurn
w<ouvemy wisd 8ure genslie combort |
B mewnteicing voc's- own privmie;

B il W wans diuplity o,
churscee, ey of aay, Qi

maomet, a8 n.-m,u Ty a troly
refond mwcinty, ) thise cunbe oel
ated Wik success ouly & bome.
T typlosl wanan hoi 10 be 1.
nmm Mether of Americs ot be
formed in wZstory paleces; she
muat_grvelop in the v, eivate dweth.
jags pud v now, the gaudy dekl

can well be apared for the swest via

Lot of Comentic retitvnent - Bulfetin,
Nor 4 Cuwtavian, bt 4 Bavesae

#actin—An wexident rresutly beps

Greas Western railamd .
s pantt aat rending-at vhe Time,
Lut prreeiving by the motion of the
car thet b great danger wan threate
#nwd, be atre
ho wab bR gnately Caght betworn
o boxew, -aul budly funroed, . [le
was taken omt i an Greenaible Sondic
Giow, and buing baid upou the ground

whih pruved wuccveelnl.  As
open d his cpes t a oo

thamge, & clorgy man steppet’s.al from

the cirvle which sueroeh him, 10

oc« prayer-fur bia compl t= ostonk

He knseled down by the side

»n.- erctim, but, befure e pencend.

work of merey, be in

a3 Onristina T &N

[

F3ntat, — I8 bad fomg brvn Kemswa Dhat
e wti ot thoconton ‘plant.comtuisnd
5 fibee ot voliks mrse Box, Bt it
0 only Iately ot ths fhre hag hoen
brought o proetiont we. 1t hee
bevsy Goumd

Insbim, 273 & natubal worgiueth of 1y, the-san,
Une chffisint of wealth amusg ibe ows | yiruight line, the Lk

T"im-l b ol the 1Py soin

, than cu be fiund umler thelap | w uhl e
bristrant verrenring of the m‘-.., ‘,,,,,,. of s

a4 60 hetel lite, 0 ll.ly fat mdc—.'

P T 8 train om the Attunirc st i

pted 10 jamp out, when | o

Jed 10 2y Duimg alome ou ibe eirpins
were thene; T

Tie shiretnre’

- e PR—

the spiey scundale, That charactvrise’ laged far apart. Tl.. nmber had

crackrd and warped from (o
Alter aleiar 300 fvs

et creck
n trestin work mient ey feet
h, with & vare of 338 1o 40 feet
W very

rrof Pewtroee, w mdr.,,. . wire: .
13 20 adatiralile temporry sabatitute ! ypneral that the ron nwniter wonld -

wither hersk dypwn Lhe ud or it
tack ot the Torve

wosld lenve

and plucas it it th
eply 10 auch appreie
it W 100 bty 1 copider the fribas

lubitg +F i giccnrmenors; shat thers
WA O P roireg then L Bise s

» hich bt ew hevagtt berw ol grest -

xprace st iE wan wot

Prech ikt doitetia intvinly 'Mliml‘ Thatustw (han owm shewid
b ofien ameried G be. proaliods |
conrmon I Uhe Giretiked Sacirty of L ke the st tiike whue. ol the tme

it i ie Preg that § wean g

warild ganw. when § should fypk bock
fo the imident with grent ditefest
Ar 3 placed iy bad on the 1hrole
xw e Banclte, unidoriibesd whethe
wlp e with fmr
Lt bebeving diat
the 10w w yhlc-n-u sule, oin
Forring, 1 we Hnd go duwn. to yu
handeoinely, and withedt wny evie
deugw ot timdity 1 atnzinl wirh s
tuderable \.1.«1,. passert the vicre
wrer thw crevk Salely, wad wxa san
st ot Dewring of the s axt wameuthibngs,
At Ve ewalk of two oF three min 1
Fesersad the v 7e and Mturnnd wi'l
oat gtcitenr, Buving 1A nte the
Fhirat il d te1p by Somumulive v
the Westorn [l-misghore.
“Lotr Auts ~In regund 1o colnrs,
wa ate fof Inhind the ancicnte, N e 0
the eetorn i the Exyptian prints
of thonssande of 3 enda ugo Afw
fo fewat faded wxivul the grrne
Tire Tyeian parfube of the &
ity of Parapeiiliras fresh (o day as
$.090 yrers mge. Swme of
stics, pamied ages betors o
Corisrtod 1ea, brskon up wnd m x4,
Fevenhd W inl Tsire: A
Jot we piy the Lancrnine oF the dark.
Phinvew chibiren of encient Egyyt.

71 The colera upun the w fla of Norcs
Leeia) vault are .;rmx' wa i m.-d/
So

The chre]

tra, at whine fret
Fiches f hin rmpire. »
Ard ln regnrd to mﬂ»h The
eigen of the vlutum of the ubrlicks il
Byypt, and ol the mie
re ax aharp o

Laewrin, 1aid with mortar, canont be
soreated . wii thee rdge of » pene
Bren Ausd their wurfce i vaem .

o8 Mty Bardeir. Buzd that when the

Frency arats’ vigeaved
upen a6 abelisk vty fro
ey destenget n the trieoa i

wan onla whieh cni
by nanubictures. ¢..a et thiese

120 p-ms. of auath, when at

s that nedy for A

gonds o thread o

mgaing tod it cuess chos. A
W establish & mill in one 1
@anafecture, which it ia10 be hoprd

wilt be saocewefal, [t xny locky in
st ol rr a method of rie

»

rug puaip, into paper,
s tornas. Nowepapers. ok b,

or et stod whise 1he demand fort

theie proiaetions Inereeses: rapilty,
e supply of the meternd saisrgrs
very sloely.

A Buck of alpecas, plrchased some
years wm, by the Avstrslisn Giv
enment, waa soid 8 Juse  The

verirment diseontioues the vz yric
aent of brerdieg and seclimitatuon,
and it nOw pases lnins private busde,
The rroulte are seid 1o be a.tinfarkory;
the aniinal Increesing rapsdiy mud
g fn bralhy ot Rt d

An Enlun proenad sasy ;¥ Tor
Grs delitery f the e brarch-irad

ets fur Lhe army in duw ak the war]
B on the 40, Awgoat T tn-
siaboent Ja sessll,’ bring veiy 100,
The icacro will, nn-.vn,ne--nﬂ“
1,300 10 2,000 2 week,

wHt male 48] er fuctsof n smikivg charmctur, provre
o Jof wesvlig Abai ¢

jort sruck company Te being gnﬂ uy”u 1 yeenrded that, wbe

Suutheern Sixien 10 cneey o e orels

dent | tinve o wait

are el af

Tuis, mitts ath. §

by wore far mere skolled
muetals th

iy
e Ao}
o Atra

Wav oo the shersy

00 2
Spvnir 5 Frow boup, & ynife, sog i

tuwuy on bonpd of the tossed, wod
anather hrwte & awird of Thorim

duceing ooltnn slaXa te pulp, and! exc i Inn & preer 1f sron,
Deaktug it Pithet whone or nnx—\l wna|

Fuction is very rdd

e proper loraing
of Iun weagews. bt megond 10 #vib Bt
tude fiirugnl, but lomal e bia airs

v, wae 1 30D yente g
Ventdatiw »derand n very nwl
eruart, But hisie et e
2poBeR, snquvationitly bk 1
the pargase of venirbeiion, sre fonmd
in the pyremid somde i Eavy
Vo, themonsstn of years mgor, the baf
| barous pause weit s £8 0 e sem >
Juilute therr tomba, white we yot
scarcly Koow bow bo ven

| s,

“Buxcs 1542 therk, £
oprrat sad balicts ,-...4 il
fof whieh saniber I?S. ow s

thae 70, Y

: { Cpurtesy Oregon Hlstorlcal SOC1ety

[P

N - .

“irst Issue of the Oregon City Enterprise

.-,—4 wver mith bneriptons placed wpon
s dreeead with arichinery similat! bem ia iden time,




18

Ireland mentioned his backers in his first Enterprise editorial.
The establishment has been purchased by an association

of gentlemen, and given into our hands, and, as had been the

case with us for the past few years of our connection with

the leading_pager of the State, we shall aim to deserve well

of the public.

Ireland used the Enterprise from the beginning to back the efforts
of the group trying to get the railroad built on the east side of the
Willamette River. After Congress had passed a bill in 1866 granting
20 alternate sections of public land per mile from Portland to the
California line to the company to be designated by the Oregon legis-
lature as the one to build the line, two competing groups sprang up.
One wanted to build the railroad on the west side of the river from
Portland south, while the other advocated the construction of the line
to follow the east side of the river through Oregon City.2 8

The Oregon Central Railroad Company was formed to build the eastern
line and the Oregon and California Railrcad Company came into existence
for the purpose of constructing a line on the west side. The legislature
in 1866 designated the OCR as the company to receive the grant.

It seems otvious that many of the people who backed Ireland were
planning to use the Enterprise as a vehicle for getting support for

the east side railroad project. In the first and subsequent issues,

the Enterprise is filled with reports, letters to the editor, exchanges,

lOregon City Enterprise, October 27, 1866, p. 1.

2Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley, I, 504-505.
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FOUNDED ENTERPRISE

Y €. dretand who foundesd tha
weekly Enterprise (ctober 27,
1568, My, ireland Iater astab-
lianhed the Astorian. The Enter.

prise became a dailly January 1,
1911,

DeWitt Clinton Ireland of the Enter]_@_rise
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and editorials, all advocating the construction of the proposed railroad
to be built on the east side of the river.

But it was also obvious to Ireland that he could not operate a
newspaper without the support of the local businessmen and residents of
the town. In his third issue, he took pains to point this fact out to
the people of Oregon City.

| We are not in the habit of saying very many things

| personal to ourself, and possibly should not further allude

to the course which we intend the Weekly Enterprise shall

pursue, but from the fact that some fatali influence, we do

‘ not pretend to know just what, is depriving us of a portion
of the support we expected from the citizens of Oregon City.

| Surely there is no excuse in withholding patronage from the
local press. Where can a wealthy, industrious community

| be found thit is not largely indebted to the Press for its
prosperity?

Cash during that time was in short supply and printers usually
took what they could get in the way of merchandise and focd suppiies.
Wanted -~ We believe in the principles of live and

let live - hence we say to any of our subscribers, or

such as may desire to become subscribers, that we will

take our payment for the Enterprise, at cash rates, butter,

eggs, meat,,vegetables, wood, flour, fruit, etc., etc.,

ad libitum.

Ireland was probably feeling an economic pinch by this time.
His only daughter, Lillie, had been born in Portland in 1865,3 and

in August of 1867, his second son, Harry Lawrence, was born.

A serenade - We nave had nothing to touch our over-
weening conceit more sensibly than that serenade given on

1Oregon City Enterprise, November 10, 1866, p. 2.

“Ibid., September 21, 1867, p. 2.

3Weekly Astorian, April 10, 1875, p. L.




Monday night. Our better half claims it all for the

boy but be it as it may, the gentlemenly musicians have

our heartfelt thanks for the favor. To be a poor, miser-
able printer, with only a wife and three children and then
to receive such distinction as that displayed by our friends
on Monday night is enough to make.,ones sympathetic mind
exalt in all the good of mankind.

By October, 1868, the railroad controversy had blown up into
massive proportions and Ireland was fighting mad. The land grant
had been awarded to the West Side Oregon Central Railroad, which,
according to Ireland, had been incorporated at the last moment to get
the land grent. Ireland and the Enterprise, of course, had been
supporting the east side group end in an editorial written on October
17, 1868, he said:

Dr. Loryea attempted to buy this paper and convert it

to the defense of support of the West Side - telling us but

a few days ago that the East Side was a rotten swindle, and

that we could obliterate our record made in its behzlf by

one swoop, in showing up its rottenness to the gaze of the

public. We spent a week in Salem after this proposition on

purpose to investigate the matter....all the evidence on

both sides went the more conclusively to prove that the

West Side had been incorporated more for the purpose of pre-

venting the construction of a road over here than to build

one themselves.

Ireland was furious at what he considered a sell-out of the east
side railroad. He must have seen nothing ahead for the city of Oregon
City and decided to pull cut and begin again in another more progres-
sive town. His anger shows through in the five notices he ran in the

first column of the Enterprise of October 17, 1868.

We shgll pay no premiums for subscribers as announced
last week.

1Oregon City Enterprise, August 17, 1867, p. 3.

Ibid., October 17, 1868, p. 2.

3Ireland usually gave discounts to people whe brought in subscribers.
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The first number of Volume three of the Enterprise
will be issued at LaGrande, Union county, Oregon.

Persons having claims against the undersigned, will
please present bills of the same - forwith. (sic)
D. C. Ireland

Accounts due the undersigned to date, remaining un-
paid ten days hereafter will be left in the hands of B.
Killin, Esq., Charman's block, for collection.

D. C. Ireland

We are moving our office right into the rebel strong-
hold of Oregon, east of the Blue mountains, to battle for
liberty and human rights. We s?all need the encouragement
of white men in western Oregon.
For almost a mcnth Ireland refused to print any more papers. He

was busy packing his equipment and getting his family ready to make

the move into eastern Oregon. Then suddenly, on November 14, 1868,

the Oregon City Enterprise reappeared. It is impossible to learn

exactly what had happened but either Ireland had simmered down and taken
a second look at his situation or else enough people from the Crsgon City
area had urged him to stay and battle it eut for the eventual building of
the east side railroad.

In the issue of Enterprise of October 17th, a paragraph
occurred announcing that the materials of the office were to
be removed to LaGrande, there to begin the 3d volume. This
came entirely unexpected to a host of friends of the paper,
but it was deemed to be to the best interests of the publisher.
The "forms" were properly packed for shipment, and we should
most likely have been off before this, only for a misunder-
standing between the contracting parties, which it is not ne-
cessary to recount - suffice it to say we are still here, and
so long-:as we publish a newspaper, on our own responsibility,
we shall do so in Oregon City.

With this explanation we shall proceed to business. Our
past course and history is before the public. Whatever we do,
we shall try to do well, and all the favors we ask is for your

1Oregpn City Enterprise, October 17, 1868, p. 2.
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patronage. For nearly two years we shall not feel it incum-
bent upon us to dabble much in politics -~ but on every impor-
tant occasion we shall utter our sentiments, and those senti-
ments peEhaps will not deviate from what they were the past
canvass,

The fabulous Ben Holladay, the greatest transpcrtation tycoon the

country had ever seen, had entered the Oregon railroad battle by this

time.

He had, after looking the situation over, thrown his weight on

the side of the eastern railroad interests and, with his superior know--

ledge of lobbying and politics, had rammed through an extension of time

after which Congress would award the land grant. The decision was

finally made to award the land grant to the company completing the

first twenty miles of track and having a railroad in operzticn by

Christmas Day, 1869.2

Ireland was delighted by the suppcert of Holladay.

The Enterprise has beea the firstead principal ad-
vocate of the East 5ide company, whica compeny is the direct
antagonist to the sage brush scheme via the Lzakes, and the

one that is determined to run the road by the Elliott survey.-

t is some consolation to witness the efforts, at this
late day, of the "large and influential" papers of this State in
showing how much they believe in the public enterprises being
carried out by Ben Holladay & Co., and the Oregon Central Rail-
road. They now completely overwhelm the "little Enterprise"
with their daily and weekly doses. We are glad oi it. We sub-
mit with cheerful grace to all this - but we shall recollect
who it was that threw cold water on these projects for so long
as there was a drop to be drawn from the fountain. The Victory

York:

1Oregon City Enterprise, November 14, 1868, p. 3.

jant of the Old West, (New
&0-263,

2Ellis Ioucia, The Saga of Ben Holladay, G
Hastings House Publishers, 1959), pp. 2

3Oregon City Enterprise, May 22, 1869, p. 2. In 1863, Simon Elliott

ran a survey from Marysville, California to Jacksonville, Oregon.
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is won! Our friends are now legion.

But then, suddenly, in 1869, Ireland sold the Oregon City Entercrise.

There is no way of finding out what had happened but the logical assump-
tion is that his backers sold the paper out from under him and he was
unable to do anything about it. It is certain that he did not leave the
paper to take another job because, for almost a year after the sale, he
was still in Oregon City.
The new owners of the Enterprise were Democrats. On August 7, 1869,
the newspaper appeared as a Democratic paper under the ownership of
John Myers, who hired D. M.McKenney and E. D. Kelly to get the paper out
for him.2
By an article which appeared in this paper last week,
over the signature of Mr. Ireland, its former Editor and
Proprietor, the public was apprised of the fact, that the
Enterprise had been transferred to new proprietors. To give
the full particulars of the transaction, would be unnecessary;
suffice it to say, then, that the establishment has been pur-
chased by some gentlemen of this city, who will continue the
regular publication of The Weekly Enterprise, and that the

undersigned has been selected as its future editor . . .
D. M. McKenne

Ireland took some odd jobs around Oregon City while he was looking
for another opening in his field. During most of the spring and summer

b But then Ben

of 1870, he was taking the census in Clackamas County.
Holladay entered the picture again, this timz by buying his way into the

publishing field. Doing things in a big way as usual, Holladay bought

1Oregon GCity Enterorise, July 3, 1869, p. 3.

2Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 207.

3Oregon City Enterprise, August 7, 1869, p. 2.

Mbid., June 18, 1870, p. 3.
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bought the entire plant of the San Francisco Times and moved it to

Portland where he started the Portland Daily Bulletin with James

O'Meara as editor.

Here was the opportunity that Ireland had been waiting for. He
left fér Portland, saw O'Meara, and was hired as the local editor on
the new newspaper.2 He moved his family back to Portland and settled

down as an employee of a metropolitan newspaper once more.

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 154.

2Hodgkin and Galvin, Pen Pictures of Representative Men, p. 109.




CHAPTER IT
AMONG WHOM I AM NOT AS A STRANGER

The late winter and early spring months of 1873 were hectic ones

for Ireland. His editorial duties on the Portland Bulletin kept him

busy, although he could see that there was trouble ahead. The Bulletin-
backed candidates for the primary election were being roasted by the
Oregonian and public sentiment was turning away from Holladay, owner of
the Bulletin, and his slate of candidates. Holladay was in California
during this time but kept in telegraphic touch with all the latest ponl-
itical developments. By December of 1872, Holladay saw that the Bulletin
was not producing the results he wanted so he sold it to a stock company
in which Harvey Scott, formerly of the Oregonian, and J. N. Dolph wers
interested. Scott succeeded O'Meara as editor although he remained in
that position for only a few months.1

Through all of these developments, Ireland remained at the paper,
working as the local editor and as a reporter. He was still there on
Mafch 2, and was one of those who contributed to the Greeley Monument
Fund. Each subscriber contributed sixty cents, the cost of one thousand

- 2
ems of composition.

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 154.

2Dailz&0regonian, March 4, 1873.
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The Bulletin, however, was doomed. Known as the Holladay organ,
it failed to gsin any popularity even after the departure of Holladay.,
In an effort to regain the support of the people of Portland, the new
owners changed it to a morning paper and began replacing the employees
who were identified with the Holladay regime.1 Ireland, caugat up in
the housecleaning, was again out of a job.

There is no doubt that this experience left a bad taste in his
mouth and he resolved from that time to stay away from politics.
Several years later, while reminiscing about these days, he said:

Having passed through the ordeal of pclitics, and

paid dearly for our schooling in that respect—-graduating

in 1873 with no honor, empty pockets, and a badly damaged

reputation, but with a knowledge which will se:ve through

life to inform us that politics is a dangerous business,

we "swore off" politics when we were kicked out of the office

of the now defunct Bulletin in Portland. We have since regarded

the ballot box, the horde of political manipulators and can-

didates for high offices, very much in the same light as we
regard the Jjury box, wi&h keen lawyers, and a wealthy client.

Both need regenerating.

It would be interesting to know what Ireland had against *keen
lawyers and a wealthy client." He never did explain this prejudice.,

Ireland could read the handwriting on the wall. There was no future
for him in Portland and the only alternative left to him was to go back
into business for himself. He decided to spend some time looking for
another city suitable in which to set up a new newspaper, so he took

this opportunity to send his wife and four children back to St. Paul,

Minnesota, for an extended visit with her parents. They left Portland

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 155.

2Daily Astorian, May 22, 1876, p. 1.
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for San Francisco on the Oriflamme on March 261 and Ireland began his
search.

At about this same time, several prominent citizens of Astoria had
formed a committee to promote new enterprises for that small river town.
They had watched the growth of Portland with envy and knew tihat unless
they could lure investors and new businesses to their city, they would be
forever destined to sit on their isolated peninsula, watching prosperity
pass them by. The Oregonian correspondent for Astoria sent in an account
of the plans being made by the committee.

Will Donate - A gentleman from Astoria has infcrmed us

that the citizens of that place have held several niestings

recently to take action, cooperative with the general move~

ment of the farmers of the valley in regard to the organization

of c¢lubs, the establishment of a line of boats, the construc—

tion of wharves, warehouses, etc. The citizens of Astoria,

to show their hearty sympathy in the movement, and a desire

to assist the same by every means in their pcwer, generously

agreed to donate 800 feet of river front for wharf and ware-

house privileges, to any company §ho would contract to cor—

struct these needed improvements.

In addition to the construction of new shipping facilities, the
Astorians were sware of the need for a local newspaper which would pro-
mote new industries, publish shipping news and items of general interest,

and which could be used as a vehicle for the publication of legal notices.

Since the death of the Astoria Marine Gazette in 1866, the only other
3

newspaper to appear had been the Advocate” which appeared in 1872 but

1Daily Oregonian, March 27, 1873, p.3.

2Daily Oregonian, March 21, 1873, p. 2.

3Daily Astorian, February 27, 1883, p. 3.
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which was not in business long enough to make an impression on either
the people of Astoria or on the other citizens of Oregon. Periodically,

there had been reports of plans to set up new newspapers, but apparently

none of them had worked out. In 1870, the Oregon City Enterprise ran
the following item:

New paper - We see it stated in our exchanges tha
Mr. Beriah Brown is about to start a paper in Astoria.

And, again in 1871, another item appeared in the same newspaver:
There has been considerable talk of late of a news-—

paper being started hesre, but when it will mske its appear-

ance I am not definitely able to state, but in all proba-

bility, by early spring the news of this localityzwill be

supplied to the public by means of a local sheet.

On April 25, 1873, both D. C. Ireland and Urban E. Hicks were in

3

Astoria” looking over the situation. Hicks, whom Turnbull callad "one

L

of the first real news-reporters in pioneer Oregon"” was also looking
around for a change. At that time, he was one of the co-partners in
the firm of Geo. H. Himes & Co. of Portland, but because of f;iction
between some of the members of the firm, a breakup was imminent. Hicks,
however, was in a better position than Ireland, and, after checking out
the possibilities of establishing a newspaper in Astoria, returned to

Portland. His co-partnership was broken up shortly thereafter, and 2 new

firm was established. News of this transaction was placed in the

1Oregon City Enterprise, June 25, 1870, p. 3.

2Letter from Astoria which appeared in the Weekly Enterprise,
November 6, 1871, p. 2.

3Letter to the editor which appeared in ths Weekly Enterprise,
April 28, 1873, p. 1l.

L

Turnbull, History of Ofegon Newspapers, p. 19.
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Oregonian legal notice column.

Notice is hereby given that the co-partnership
heretofore existing between Geo. H. Himes, U. E. Hicks,
J. W. Bachelder and G. S. Pershin, under the name ¢f Geo.
H. Himes & Co., is this day dissolved by mutual consent.
* «e+The business of Book and Job Printing will be continued
by Geo. H. Himfs and U. E. Hicks, under the name of Ceo.
H. Himes & Co.

Ireland, however, unlike Hicks, had nothing to tie him down, and
was footloose and ready for anything. ke spent several days wandering
about the town, talking with leading businessmen abcut the possibilities
of his establishing the long-needed newspaper. Ireland's big problem
was that he was without resources of any kind except for his reporting
ability and his skill as a compositer, printer, pressman, and all-round
newspaperman. Four years later, he was to look back on these days and
write down his thoughts onthe .proposed venture.

¥ie had no idea of making our fortune at the printing
business when we came to Astoria in 1873, but our hocpe was
that we might be able to builld up a journal here that would
be the means of supporting us and our family, educaling cur
children and furnishing a home wherein we might spend the
winter of our life in peace and coantentment. To do this
without so much as one day of foolhardy effort, but as we
have worked untiringly, and put in every hour at our disposal
to the profitzble employment of our mind and with a proper
use of our physical energies, we look back over the past
with no regrets, so far as our ability to work and do are
concerned, and the proudest memorial that can be produced to
attest to the judicious application of our earnings, may be
seen by looking at this building, or to hear the rattle of
the machinery in use by the employees about the working de-
partments of the establishment.”

He talked with the former stockholders of the now-defunct Astoria

Publishing Company, who had, in 1864, backed the Astoria Marine Cazette,

1Daily Oregonian, May 7, 1873, p. 3.

2WSeklzfAstorian, September 1, 1877, p. 3.
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| the town's first newspaper,1 and who were heartily in favor of bringing

out a new paper. Financial backing, advertising revenue, and special
help in setting up the plant and procuring the needed equipment was pro-
mised by such men as Captain George Flavel, A. Van Dusen, and Captain
J. G. Hustler.2

Three years later, Ireland said in an editorial, "So far we have
been able to maintain the Astorian without bonuses of any sort since

the original donation of 1873, which enabled us to commence the work

here."3 It is apparent that the citizens of Astoria took up z ccllection
of some kind to enable Ireland to purchase needed equipment and supplies
for the new newspaper.

He was introduced to A. S. Mercer, Captain J. H. D. Gray, and
J. P. Powers, members of a committee of the Astoria Chamber of Commerce,
set up to assist, among other projects, in the establishment of a new
newspaper. Exactly what arrangements were made with Ireland mey never
be known, but it is quite certain that they promised to persuade *tnz
city of Astoria to donate one hundred dollars to help him meet expenses
until revenue from the proposed newspaper would bring in enough money

for him to live on.

1Astoria Marine Gazette, August 9, 1864, p. 1.

2These thrze men were among the most prominent iIn the city. Captain
Flavel had arrived in Astoria in 1849 after sailing his own ship around
the Horn. He owned a pilot schooner and tugs, in addition to his own
wharf on the city waterfront. A. Van Dusen, whe had built the first store
in Astoria, was one of the city's leading merchants. Captain Hustler was
a noted bar pilot and had other financial interests in the city. All
three knew that the town needed a newspaper.

3Daily Astorian, May 1, 1876, p. 2.
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There is a record of the following transaction on file in the
Astoria city hall vaults.

Also a petition from A. S. Mercer, J. H. D. Gray,

and J. P. Powers, a committee of the "Astoria Chamber of Com~

merce," a body corporate under the laws of Oregon, fully

organized and in working order, asking of the town council

to "Donate from the city treasury tne sum of one hundred

dollars to said Chamber of Commerce to aid in the acquirement

of useful knowledge; the distribuiion of such oriented

printed matter 2s may be deemed wise, and the payment of

room rent, secretary salary for D. C.)'"which was by vote

of the council granted.

This rather under-the-counter transaction apparently was passed
to help Ireland during the time when he would be arranging the details
of setting up the new publication by giving him free room rent and a
small salary. His official duties were not clearly specified but the
extra funds must have come in handy to the penniless Ireland.

Satisfied with the arrangements he had made, Ireland returied to

Portland and began to spread the word about the pending birth of the

Tri-Weekly Astorian. He must have stopped in and visited with old

friends on the QOregonian, telling them the news. The following item
appeared in that paper on May 2.

Paper at hAstoria - We are authentically informed
that Mr. D. C. Ireland, for several years city reporter
on the Bulletin, and a well-known newspaperman of Portland,
proposed to commence the publication of a paper at Astoria.
The paper will be tri-weekly. We are unadvised as to the
completiog of the forthcoming journal or of the date of its
issuance.

1There is no doubt that D. C. refers to Irelard, During the year
of 1873, many notices appeared on meetings ef the Chamber of Commerce,
always signed by D. C. Ireland, secretary.

2Astoria City Records, 1873, Vol. 2, p. 47.

3Daily Oregonian, May 2, 1873, p. 1.
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Ireland realized that it .would be impossible for him to put out
a tri-weekly publication alone, so he looked up an old friend, F. W.

Ferguson, who had worked with him on the Portland Bulletin in 1872,1

and persuaded him to join the staff of the Tri-Weekly Astorian as

reporter and printer. The two men then set off in search of eguipment
for the new plant. In his first issue,; Ireland mentions that '"the
press, type, and all materials are bran splinterfine (sic) and all new."2
Since he did not have time to have this equipment shipped to him from
the East, he must have purchased them in Portland or in a rearby town.
The exact details of the transaction are not known.

Certainly, Ireland and Ferguson made the rounds of advertising
accounts, soliciting business for the new newspaper. Thz first issue
boasts ads from such hotels as the St. Charles, the American Exchange,
and the Occidental, all in Portland. They also visited and sold zds to
the Oregon Steam Navigation Company, H. H. Northrup, Attorney at Law,
Pacific Boot and Shoe Store, and C. A. Sheppard's, a Portland concern
specializing in the sale of wholesale and retail groceries.3

Returning to Astoria, the two men set about finding a place in
which to publish thé new newspaper. Rentals were scarce in Astoria
in 1873, and the best they could find was a battered old wreck called

the Monitor Building, standing on the southeast corner of Cass and

1WeeklzﬁAstorian, September 1, 1877, p. 3.

2Tri—Weeklz Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 1.

3Tri—Weekly Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 4.
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Squemocgha, now 10th and Commercial.1

Ireland was not impressed by the Monitor Building. The fact that
the other end of the building was rented and used by a group of Chinese
as a wash house was a constant source of irritation to him.2 The
rickety clapboard building had an interesting history and when it finally
.tumbled into the bay in 1877, Ireland wrote an article about it, reveal-
ing some of his frustrations in having to use it as the first Asiorian
office.

Tumbling in - Yesterday forenoon the east end of the
old building under which roof the Astorian was printed for
four years, tumbled partly into the bay, corner of Sguemocqna
and Cass streets. It is at present occupied by celesztial serfs
from the flowery kingdom, and such a tumbling out of heathen
Chinese as was then and there to be sesn was quite astonishing.
This o0ld buiiding was erected about twenty-five years ags by
James Welch, deceased, and was at one time talked of for =
as a railroad depot. Capt. Kippen, deceased, ritted it up
many years ago as a public resort; it was next used f{for storing
buoys for the thirteenth lighthouse district, next for a print-
ing office, and latterly as a roost and wash house for Chinamen.
It has been a good building; has done its duty in its day, and .
when it disappears, we can truly say: Good bye, venerable relic.”

SE€

lTo mark the spot where the Astorian was founded on dJuly 1, 1873, a
plague was placed several years ago on the solthwest corner of 10th and
Commercial in front of what is now the Pscific Northwest Bell Telephone
office. This plaque was placed on the wrong corner. It should be on the
other side of 10th Street, in front of the Edison Insurance oifice, situ-
ated on the ground flocr of the 1.0.0.F, building. Ireland did not rent
the space on the southwest corner until Feb. 12, 1877, when hz2 obtained a
five-year lease from George Flavel for a lot 25 feet by 6C feet. This
agreement is filed inthe Clatsop County miscellaneous records, p. 59.
Ireland also mentions in the ¥Weekly Astorisn of March 24, 1877, that he
will be moving into his new building ‘which is located 60 feet west of the
old Astorian or Monitor Building."

2Ireland probably was no more prejudiced than most men of his times.
However, during the 1800's, 211 races other than white generally were re-
garded as inferior by the average white man.

3Daily Astorian, August 28, 1877, p. 1.
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IrelandAand Ferguson set to work printing a prospectus, a custom
which at that time was considered necessary by anyone starting a newspaper.
Printing it on a hand press, the pair sent the prospectus to advertisers,
to other newspapers, and to potentially interested individuals in the
coastal area and in other parts of the Northwest. The Oregonian received
its copy and commented on it editorially on May 8.

Prospectus Issued - The Prospectus of the Tri-Weskly

Astorian was issued yesterday by the to be publisher and

editor, Mr. D. C. Ireland. The forthcoming journal will be

independent of politics and devoted to the interests of the |

State. The first number will be issued about the lst of July.”

The proupectus was also published in the first issue of the Tri-

Weekly Astorian and, because it sets down some of Ireland's ideas, inter-

ests, and plans, the full text appears below.

PROSPECTUS
- OF -

THE ASTORIAN
Published Tri-Weekly
Monitor Building - -~ Astoria, Oregon

D. C. Ireland, Proprietor

The paper will be independent of politics in all its
views, expressed or implied, and will be conducted with the
aim in view to make it wholly and soley devoted to the best
interests of this State. The Commerce of Cregon, its Agri-
cultural, Manufacturing, and Mechanical interests, the pro-
gress and prosperity of the pecple, will receive special
attention. The Astorian will recognize the Farmers and
Mechanics of Oregon as men of thought and judgement and

1Daily QOregonian, May 8, 1873, p. 1.
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will respect their erforts to make their influence known
and recognized in the marts of trade, in the counting rooms
of business, and in the halls of legislation.

We shall neither make nor encourage a war upon, nor
wage any conflicts with any enterprises, associations, or men
engaged in legitimate pursuits where success depends upon
the interest and continued earnestness of the people. While
we shall endeavor to show the truthfulness of the old maxim,
that'the laws favor the diligent," we shall strive to harmonize
interests calculated to be of direct benefit to the State.

Astoria is the sea port of Oregon, has an excellent har-
bor, and vessels of the deepest draught enter in perfect safety
at all seasons. Comparative statistics show less per cent of
losses on the Columbia River Bar for the past twenty years than

-+ at the entrance to any other port in the United 3tates, and

the facts may easily be produced to show the fallacies of such
wide discriminations by underwriters and insurers, in favor of
other ports, and against the port of Oregon. It was the Gold
Mining excitements of 1849 that built up California so rapidly
as to overshadow and outstrip this part of the northwest
possessions; at a time when the first propositions for commurni-
cations between New York and Astoria were awmout to be inaugur-
ated. The gold discovery of 1849 set Oregon back and made our
sister States what she is. Now things are on a more equai fcoting,
with lands and Agriculture for a basis of future operations—
with the difference in favor of Oregon in her cheap lands and
varied natural resources yet undeveloped. Temporarily there

is a stringency in the money market, but business generally con-
tinues good, and as many vessels are employed in the carrying
trade, if not more, than in the past few years of our prosperity.
A few more acres planted, a few more fish and oysters developed
and manufacturies established will improve the outlock very much.

The history of Astoria is full of interest from the arrival
of Captain Gray in the Summer of 1792 to the present time, all of
which will receive due attention. The arrivals and departures of
vessels at Astoria, and the business of the surrounding country,
having no journal to corrcctly represent their interests, has of
necessity been neglected, to the detriment of the entire State.
With the view of supplying this want, the undersigned has con-
cluded to enter the newspaper world at this venerable old city, on
the banks of one of the lovliest rivers entering any ocean, and re-
lying for my support upon an appreciative people, among whom I am
not as a stranger, having been connected with the press of the
State for ten years, it is with the utmost confidence of success
that I issue this brief outline of the purposes actuating me, and
solicit your patronage. D. C. Irelsnd
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Terms, Cash in Advance:
One COPY ONE JEAr eveeessccscssccssccsssessessse $5.00
One Copy Six months ® PV W DO L COE IO OO0 00 000000000 3.00
One Copy three months S 0 2 0000200 %O 05030000190 00 1.50

Advertising by the year at ihe rate of $1.50 per sguare
per month, payable monthly.

There was still much work to be done. The old Monitor Building
was in a deplorable state and hardly suitable for the production of a
newspaper. Ireland hired H. A. Shaw & Sons to repair the offices and
the pressroom. A sign was made by Canfill of Portland. To help with
the installation of the machinery and the presses, Ireland hirsd a local

man, O. W. Lamb, who spent many hours working with the unfamiliar

~
&

machinery.

It was obvious to Ireland that more help would be needed, sc he

3

hired Frank W. Baltes, a local boy, as an apprentice. To handle the

-circulation end of the newspaper, Ireland contracted with Johin Ross to

carry the peper to city readers "in time for Breakfast Reading."h
The last week of June, 1873, was an exciting one for the town. The
opening of a newspaper office was an event in the lives of the Astorians,

many of whom had missed having a vehicle for their advertising. Others

were tired of relying on news from the Oregonian, the Oregon City Enterprise,

1Tri—Waek1y Astorian, July 1, 1973, p. 3.

®Ibid., July 1, 1873, p. L.

3Weekly Astorian, September 1, 1877, p. 3.

hTri—Weekly¥Astorian, July 3, 1873, p. 1.
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and others situated even farther -away. The news in them was stale by the
time it arrived for distribution in Astoria and worse yet, the news did
not pertain té either their area or to their particular problems. So

the citizens of the town flocked to the new office, offering advertising,
news items, and even assistance in setting up and running off the first

issue of the Tri-Weekly Astorian. Ireland acknowledged his debt to these

volunteer helpers in the first issue.
We are very thankful to the numerous friends, too

numerous to mention, who have from time to time aided us

in getting up our material and getting the office in ship

shape. We shall strive to merit their good will. With the

advent of a Printing cffice in Astoria, came a host of "hands"

who have tried themselves at art preserV?tive of arts, and

amateur typos are abundant in this city.

Ireland made arrangements for distribution of the paper, not only
for the local subscribers who had been coming into the office to sign
up for home delivery, but also for the bundles of papers to be zent by
steamboat to Portland, to Oregon City, and to other cities in the valley.
These would later be sold by hotels and restaurants to people hungry for
any kind of news.

The news was written and set in type, the ads sold, the forms locked,
inked, and the run began. For the first issue, Ireland, with the help of
Baltes, Ferguson, and others who came to watch and remained to work, ran

off 700 copies. On Monday night, June 30, 1873, the first issue of the

Tri-Weekly Astorian had gone to press.

After his employees had retired to their homes for the night and

1Tri-Weekly Astorian, July 3, 1873,'p. 1.
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Ireland sat wearily in his newly renovated office, his two staunch friends,
A. Van Dusen and Captain Hustler, appeared carrying an armload of champagne
bottles with which to toast the future success of the infant publication.

Dedication ~ Several bottles of sparkling champagne
which have quietly reposed in Van Dusen's cellar in this city
together with more, since the war, were brought forth and
opened by Mr. Van Dusen and Capt. Hustler in the Sanctum at
the Astorian office on the night of the first appearance of
the new paper. If the paper lives and flourishes according
to the sentiments and expressions of our fr}ends on that
occasion, it will be a healthy institution.

One hundred years later, the Astorian is still being published at

Astoria, Oregon. It turned out to be a remarkable healthy institution.

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, July 3, 1873.




CHAPTER III

IT WAS A GOING CONCERN

The first issue of the Tri-Weekly Astorian must. have delighted the

citizens of Astoria. Ever since the Astoria Marine Gazette had passed

out of existence in 1866, they had, except for a brief period of time

while the Astofia Advocate was being published in 1872, been without a

newspaper of their own, devoted to the interests of the small river-
front community. They craved news from their own area and that is

exactly what Ireland gave them in the columns of his Tri-Weekly Astorian.

Most of the newspapers of the 1870's were political vehicles, set
up and operated for the express purpose of advocating a particular
political doctrine.1 The reading matter, for the most part, was made up
of editorials, copies of speeches,'and léngthy diatribes against poli-
ticians and office holders of the opposing party. As an example of this,

the Oregon City Enterprise of July 2, 1870, a four-page, seven column

paper, edited by A. Noltner, had twelve columns of ads, less than two
columns of state news, and three columns of local and area news items.
The other eleven columns were stuffed with attacks on President Grant,
Congress, and the conduct of the Negro in the south, and mixed with

assorted clipped items from other papers, always of the same political

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 16.
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The First Issue of the Tri~Weekly Astorian




philOSOphy.1
A After Ireland had left the Enterprise, the new editor put in the
following article which is typical of the thinking of the average news-
paper editor of that time.
Last Tuesday's Unionist gave an ugly growl and said it

could find no local item of interest in the Enterprise, and

that all it could get from it, since we took charge, was

about Chinamen....A short time since, the local of the

Oregonian gave a growl also, because he could find nothing

of interest in it since Mr. Ireland had left it...We despise

local items, or we might fill our. local column with such items.

Ireland liked and used local items. In a day when the front page

of most newspapers was filled with boiler plate and clipped items, the

Tri-Weekly Astorian was unique in its liberal use of local news items.

Although he used nothing larger'than one-line, 1li-point boldface heads

which gave the page a grayish appearance, the reading matter was inter-

esting, well-written, and pertinent to the readers in the Astoria area.
In the left column, Ireland introduced his Astoria readers to one

of his regular features—a column of short;'local items with the heading,

"City Intelligence." Seven years earlier in his Qregon City Enterprise,

he had called the column, "Town and Country." Thirty years later in 1905

while publishing his last newspaper, the Sherman County Observer, he simply

headed the column "Watch." The format of &ll of these columns was the

same; it was simply a collection of gossin, short news items, free

1Oregon ity Enterprise, July 2, 1870, p. 3.

2Ibid., September 4, 1869, p. 3.
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advertising messages for local businesses, and occasional editorial

- comments on items Ireland thought should be brought to the attention of

his readers.
Below are a few samples of typical items gleaned at random from

the first few issues of the Tri-Weekly Astorian.

Tall Grass - We have specimens of clover five feet in

height from the roots, which grew in the garden of Mrs.

Brock's, Astoria.

New Tug - The contract has been let for the construction

of the engine for Spedden brothers' new Steam Tug, building

now in this city.

Body Discovered - Just as the Dixie was leaving Oak Point

yesterday, a body was found floating in the Columbia.

People at Oak Point were informed about it. No particulars.

Baths - The magical effect of soap and water was astonishingly

displayed at the Occident baths Sunday. Mr. Uhlenhart having

everything in perfect and nice working order now his baths

may be considered a luxury.

Ireland always carried a notebook and pencil with him, scribbling
down bits of information that appealed to him, some of which would later
be expanded into longer articles or news stories. Many of the shorter
items were used to fill up the "City Intelligence* column.

The upper half of the second column had a news story on the closing
of the local schools with a listing of the students who had distinguished
themselves in some way during the school year.1 Even then, Ireland knew
the value of including the names of as many local citizens in his stories

as he could. The remainder of the second column consisted of a story on

the ship Puritan, "under charter for a cargo of Flour and Lumber for Hong

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 1.
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Kong," which also boasted a free ad for the tug Ben Holladay, a short

item on the value of Angora goats, and a story on immigration to the
West coast.1

Ireland used the third column of his front page for an article on
the advantages of ships docking and unloading at Astoria rather than
at Portland. It is significant that he used his first issue of the

Tri-Weekly Astorian to begin a campaign which was to last until he sold

the paper in 1882. He was convinced that-Astoria, as a seaport, was
superior in every way over Portland and spent the next eight years
hammering away at this theme from every angle, completely sincere in
the belief that it would be only a matter of time until Astoria passed
Portland in population and wealth and would become, like San Francisco,
a major world seaport.

The remainder of the third column was filled with two church
notices and another group of short items headed "Current Topics,” probably
bits of news left over from his "City Intelligence" column.

When Ireland decided to put out the Tri-Weekly Astorian he knew that

he would have to have more subscribers than the small town of Astoria could
provide. He began making trips to other parts of Clatsop County and to
areas in southern Washington and then writing descriptions of what he saw
and the people he,met. He slso encouraéed readers from nearby communities

to submit newsy letters, many of which he printed. For the fourth column

1Ireland constantly boosted immigration to the Astoria area. See
Weekly Astorian, May 8, 1877, p. L4,.for an example of this.
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~of his first front page, Ireland wrote a lengthy account of a trip he took

to Gray's River and Shoalwater Bay, two small communities on the Washington
side of the river. He also described Oysterville, and tossed in a free ad

for Bay View House, a summer resort at Unity. At that time, there were

no newspapers in southwestern Washington territory and it was obvious that

Ireland was determined to make the Tri-Weekly Astorian as popular on the

north shore as it was to become on the Oregon side.
With the exception of a news story on the planned Fourth of July

celebration, the fifth column of the first page of the Tri-Weekly Astorian

was filled with "boiler plate" type of articles on such subjects as "Wild
Plants Domesticated," "Far Away World," and "Water in the Atmosphere."
Ireland didn't like to use this type of material1 but in the rush of
setting up the new newspaper and attending to all of the details of
advertising, subscriptions, and news gathering, he did not have enough
time to write sufficient news to fill the remaining space.

In his introductory editorial which appeared in the usual spot on
page two, Ireland set forth the principles he would follow in editing the

Tri-Weekly Astorian. Under the modest heading "Introductory," he said:

Today begins the existence of a newspaper in Astoria,
and custom makes it necessary that a few words be said by

lIreland always disliked patent insides and "boiler plate" as did
many of the other news-oriented editors of that day. 1In his Weekly
Astorian of Dec. 18, 1875, ne csaid, "The old patent outside will be
forever discarded by the Astorian on Christmas, 1875. A paper with a
patent outside is a great convenience to country editors. Thefneed not
stop to read them."



way of an introduction to the public, and some statement of
the course it is to pursue.

The entire State of Oregon should feel an interest in
the establishment of a paper at Astoria - and with few excep-
tions such is supposed to be the case. Astoria is the seaport
of Oregon--less than one hundred miles of railway, for the con-
struction of which the general government of the United States
have made a munificent grant of lands,--is necessary to connect
this place with the Wallamet Valley and bring the whole rail-
road system of Oregon and Washington territory to one common
center in Astoria. Here the commerce of the Pacific Ocean may
find a port with sufficient safe anchorage for perpetual se-
curity. Here, on the most direct route between Europe and the
ports of Asia, China, and Japan, may the heaviest cargoes break
bulk for the speedier transportaticn across the continent by
rail. Here may the immigrant from cver-crowded Europe fird an
elysium in our fertile valleys, wooded up lands, and undeveloped
ledges of coal, iron, copper, silver and gold. To be as brief
as possible, it is for the purpose of taking hold of these topics,
and discussing them in a general way, together with other matters
of interest and benefit to the State that this journal is estab-
lished. The people have long felt that such an enterprise was
needed here, from the fact that Astoria is the most accessible
port on the coast; is more directly on the through traveled
route and presents ereater facilities for shipping and better
inducements to capitalists than any other point in the northwest;
and these facts are so little understood, even in Oregon, it
seems imperative that a paper should be printed here to advance
and advocate such interests for the common good of all.

Politically we shall be independent at all times. A thor-
oughly independent journal, which will address itself to all
classes of readers, can discuss matters of public importance upon
higher grounds than partisan journals and by treating facts for
what they are, manifestly exert a moral influence that it is not
possible to exert through organs of party or sect interests. No
small degree of patient and laborious work is required to do
this, and no light exercise of true independence will be required,
but our exercise shall be to present such a paper, and to do it
successfully we trust we possess that quality of independernce
that will sustain us, backed by the right, in maintaining a prin-
ciple to be advocated, and at the same time, prudence and judge-
ment enough to estimate the value of the end to be attained by
any controversy we may be engaged in.

Nothing but the truth shall be admitted into the columns of
this paper, no advertisements of a doubtful character will be
printed, and in giving the news in a condensed form, care will
be taken to exclude the sensations of the day and give such
that the most intelligent cannot find fault. Commercial, finan-
cial and social topics will be discussed, from time to time as
subjects are suggested, and whenever it is deemea most expedient
for the public interest.
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it is interesting to note that in his first editorial, Ireland
‘carefully outlined those interests which to him were most important to
the future development of Astoria, and which he would promote and fight
for during the next nine years. Such problems as the need for a rail-
road which would connect Astoria with the productive areas of the
Willamette Valley, and the subsequent development and recognition of
Astoria as a seaport superior to any other on the Pacific Coast, were

to Ireland the primary concerns of the Tri-Weekly Astorian. He had

lived in Portland and in Oregon City and knew that facilities for the
easy transportation and storage of goods and raw materials were
essential if the town were to prosper and grow.1

During his trips through the Lower Columbia River area, Ireland
had explored the large, open areas suitable for farming and dairying.
He knew that most of these lands could be claimed under the Homestead
Act, but settlers had to be lured into the valley. The influx of a
large number of new settlers would be a boon to the merchants of Astoria
and would also force the shipping companies to make Astoria one of the
main stopping points, both on the coastal trade and on the river shipping
routes.

The catching and canning of salmon was already the mainstay of

Astoria's economy and would continue to dominate the economic picture

1Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley, Vol. 1, p. 236,
agrees with Ireland's ideas about the development of Astoria. He
said, "Almost from the beginning of its history, Astoria had dreamed
. of rail connections with the East. The coming of the railroad has
been regarded as the one thing needed to make Astoria ihe seaport of
the Pacific.
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from that time up to the present. There were only eight canneries in
and nesr Astoria but within ten years, the number would increase to
39.1 Ireland recognized the importance of this industry but he also
saw that, because of the seasonal character of the fishing industry,
Astoria could not depend upon this one industry to keep the town
prosperous. Indeed, the fact that it was seasonal created extra pro-

blems for the small community. At the peak of the season, as many as

2,000 extra workers would come to Astoria to fish for the canneries

in the company boats or to help in the canning of the plentiful Chinook.2

On the face of this, the influx of so many extra people would seem to
mean extra business and money for the merchants of the town. However,
the men who came were, for the most part, men with anchors elsewhere.
Many of them came from inland farms and would live frugally, work as
long as they could, and then leave, taking their wages with them to
help sustain them through another winter.

The Chinese, who were even then being imported to work in the
fishing industry, alsc contributed little to the wealth of the community.
Most of them were single men who worked and saved their money, either
sending it back to China or else saving it for the time when they could
return to their homeland to live out the rest of their lives in com-
parative wealth. And, aside from these factors, the presence of so many
single men tended to draw into the community undesirable elements intent

only on relieving these lonely men of their hard-won gains. Brothels,

1Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 236.

2Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley, I, p. 237.
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gambling houses, opium dens, and saloons flourished openly along the
waterfront, causing a gradual separation of this area from the rest of
the town, both physically and morally.1

Ireland would also continue to hope for the development of cther
industries. He avidly followed all reports of the discovery of gold,
iron ore, copper, coal, or any other mineral which might prove to be
the foundation for a new source of income and work for the Astorians.
He pushed for the development of cranberry bogs, tanneries, oyster beds,
forest industries, ship building, and any other projects which seemed
to him to bear a possibility of becoming a contributor to the wealth of
Clatsop County and of Astoria.

One historian took note of the part Ireland and his Astorian
played in the development of the town.

The Astorian, successor to Astoria's first newspaper,

the Marine Gazette, published during the sixties, was first

published in 1873, and has been issued continuously since that

time. Its influence in the upbuilding of the town cannot be

estimated. The early files of the paper are filled with articles

encouraging new enterprises, setting forth the advantages.,of
the town and recording every new step in its advancement.

The Tri-Weekly Astorian's first issue was well-filled with ad-

vertisements, paid for at the rate of $2.50 for one insertion per square
of ten lines or less.3 Additional insertions were billed at $2 a square

and ads running yearly went for $1.50 a square, payable monthly. He

lSidney Warren, Farthest Frontier, the Pacific Northwest, (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1949), p. 123.

2Alfred A, Cleveland, "Social and Economic History of Astoria,"

Oregon Historical Quarterly, IV, March, 1903, p. 123.

31t has already been noted (p. 17) that Ireland's square in Oregon
City was 12 lines. The ten-line square would reflect the column width.
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listed no legal rate at this time, so it can only be assumed that these
ads were billed at the open rate of $2.50 per square.1
We can also assume that Ireland put in an advertising special rate

he had used with some success in the Oregon City Enterprise seven years

earlier. At that time, he had offered to run a full column ad2 in each
issue for one year for $100. By the end of July, 1873, Clarke, Henderson

& Cook of Portland was running a full column ad in the Tri-Weekly Astorian,

in each issue. Although Ireland never did 1list this column rate in the
Astorian, it is logical to assume that Clark, Henderson & Cook was buying
the space at $100 per year.

In the issue of July 1, 1873, there were 42 ads from Astoria firms,
11 from Portland mercharts, and two national ads, probably placed by L.
P. Fisher, his agent in San Francisco.3 Five of the Astoria ads wers
one-time insertions and included two ads publicizing the Firemern's Ball,
one for a Fourth of July celebration, a special order on bar pilots, and 19
squares of legal advertising. At Ireland's rates, these ads would have
brought in a total of $46 in advertising revenue.

A check of the Astorian one month later showed that 35 of the
original ads were still appearing. These ads then, a total of 44 squares,

were bringing Irelend $66.75 a month. All of the Portland ads were still

1By 1874, he had submitted to the city of Astoria a new rate schedule
for city legals. See Astoria City Records on file in the Astoria City Hall
archives. Vol. 2, p. 67, dated Jan. 6, 1874.

20regon City Enterprise, October 27, 1866, p. 1.

3Tri—-Weekly_ Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 1.
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appearing in the August 2, 1873, issue so this additional 20 squares .
would be billed at $13.25 a month. The two national ads were billed at
a one-time rate of $47.50.

In his second issue which appeared on July 3, 1873, Ireland had

a number of new ads. Five of them were from Astoria firms, and 20 were
from Portland merchants. The Astoria ads were bringing in an additional
$11.25 a month and the Portland ads were worth another $44.25. Each issue

of the Tri-Weekly Astorian carried an average of 20 squares of legal and

one-time ads, probably adding another $50 in revenue each month.
Total advertising revenue per year (estimate)
-Astoria ads ~ Forty-three of the original ads were based
on his yearly rate of $1.50 per square per
month. Each paper had an average of L5 squares.
Total - $810 year

Portland ads

Thirty ads ran often enough to qualify for the
yearly rate. The total number of ads averaged
out amounted to 39 squares.

Total - $702 year

Legal ads Legals averaged 25 squares for each issue.
Since most legals run more than one time, we
can only surmise that Ireland billed them at
32 per square.

Total - $600 year
One-time ads - Each issue carried an average of six squares
of one-time ads, billed at $2.50 per square.
Total - $180 year
Ireland never did reveal his total number of subscribers but it
is logical to assume that in the area he was covering, the Tri-Weekly

Astorian must have gone to at least 700 subscribers. At his published

rate of 85 a year,l this could have netted him an additional 33,500 a

lTri—Weekly Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 1.
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year although there were probably many subscribers who took the paper at
either the six months' rate of $3 or the three months' rate of $1.50.
And undoubtedly many of Ireland's subscribers paid for their papers with
produce and other items. Several years later, he mentions this practice
in a rather plaintive note which he inserted in one of the editions of
his paper.

After the 23rd of September we shall take no more wood

nor vegetables on subscriptions to the Astorian until next

year. Hurry up, or come up with the cash.”

In his rush to get as many subscribers as possible, Ireland must
have allowed many subscribers to send in orders without cash. By the
following October, he was complaining about the reluctance of some of
these subscribers to pay their bill.

A considerable sum of money is now due this office on
subscriptions. It would assist the enterprise very materially

if the several small sums were remitted as it is impossible to

call in person upon each one to whem the paper is sent. We

must necessarily be kept busy in the office, and it would be

an esteemed favor if each.individual will remit the V (sic)

without a personal visit.

Ireland avoided a postage bill by simply sending the paper to the
subscriber and then having him pay the postage when he picked up his paper.

The postage on the Tri-Weekly Astorian is 15 cents a

quarter (curgency) wnich must bz paid at the subscriber's
post office. '

Because all figures on Ireland's financial operations have disappeared,

1Weeklz,Astorian, September 9, 1876, p. 3.

2Tri—Weeklx,Astorian, October 11, 1873, p. 1.

31bid., November 29, 1873, p. 1.
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the true picture of his financial success with the Tri-Weekly Astorian

will never be known. However, it is obvious from the preceding figures
that thepaper was grossing Ireland at least $5,000 a year, not includ-
ing money taken in from his job printing plant. It would seem after
calculating his expenses that he was probably netting approximately
$2,000 a year—a good réturn for those days.

Both Ireland and the people of Astoria must have been satiéfied

with the new Tri-Weekly Astorian. It was a going concern.




CHAPTER IV
CHIN MUSIC

With the establishment of his own paper, Ireland was finally on
his own again. In Portland while working on the Oregonian and oh the
Bulletin, he had to cater to the whims and the political philosophies
of his employers, writing the kind of news that they wanted written.

And, while he was nominally in charge of the Oregon City Enterprise,

the paper was still owned by a group of stockholders1 who were able
to exert enough influence on Ireland to force him to support some
projects he was not in favor of. _

But now he was free and there is no doubt he was feeling his oats.

In the first issue of the Tri-ifeekly Astorian, he took a bit of space

and used it to crow about his new-found freedbm. In speaking of his days

with the Oregon City Enterprise, he said:

We were compelled to sell our paper out at that time,
and retired wholly from politics for no individual or party
errors of our own except a schism occasioned on account of
our way of handling the Oregon Central Railway controversy.
Party leeches, petty hangers on, have since followed our track,
and would today prevent us from expressing a free thought if
they could——but we happen to be in a fix to "chin music" just
as it pleasei us, when we think it necessary, independent of
any of them.

One of the first things Ireland had to do was to establish the

1Turnbull, History of Oregon Newspapers, p. 205,

2Tri~Weekly Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 2.
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Tri-Weekly Astorian as the legal newspaper of Clatsop County in accor-

dance with Oregon state law. Two of his friends, A. Van Dusen and J.
G. Hustler,l local businessmen, posted his bond of $500 and on July 24,
1873, the newspaper was declared the legal paper of Clatsop County.

D. C. Ireland as principal and A. Van Dusen and J. G.
Hustler as sureties are hereby held and firmly bound unto
the State of Oregon in the sum of Five Hundred dollars; for
the payment thereof well and truly made, we hereby bind our-
selves, our heirs, executors and administrators, firmly by
these presents.

The conditions of the above obligation is such, however,
that whereas there was filed in the Clerk's office of the
County of Clatsop in the State of Oregon on the 15th day of
July, 1873, a certified copy of an order of the Governor of
the State of Oregon, designating the Tri-Weekly Astorian as
the official organ of Clatsop County, now therefore is the
above named and bonded D. C. Ireland who is the proprietor of
said newspaper the'Tri-Weekly Astorian'" shall faithfully exe-
cute and perform the judicial and legal advertising aforesaid
of said County of Clatsop according to the requirements of
law and provisions of the Act of the legislature of the State
of Oregecn in relation thereto, then this obligation to be
void, otherwise to be and remain in full force and effect.

Sealed and dated this 16th day of July, 1873
D. C. Ireland seal
A, Van Dusen seal
Jo G. Hustler seal
The sufficiency of the above sureties approved July 17th, 1873

W. W. Upton
Circuit Jugge, Lth District
of Oregon
The written stipulations accepting the conditions of the Act of

1870, and notice of the filing of the bond were sent to the secretary of

state and cn August 5, 1873, Ireland printed the following proclamation

1Captain Jo G. Hustler was a veteran pilot onr the Columbia River.

2Miscellaneous record found in Clatsop County Courthouse vaults.
Filed July 21, 1873 by R. R. Spedden, County Clerk.
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from the state government, designating the Tri-Weekly Astorian as the

medium to print the legal and judicial advertisements for the county.

PROCLAMATION

Whereas, under the Act of the Legislative assembly of
the State of Oregon, entitled "An Act to Protect Litigants,"
approved October 24th, 1870. The Tri-Weekly Astorian, a news-—
paper published at Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon, has been
designated to publish the legal and judicial advertisements
for the county of Clatsop in the State of Oregon.

Whereas, the proprietor of said Tri-Weekly Astorian has
filed with the County Clerk of said county of Clatsop written
stipulations accepting the conditions of said Act, together
with a bond approved as the law directs, with a proper return
and notice thereof to this office, according to the law.

Now, therefore, the said Tri-Weekly Astorian is hereby
proclaimed to be appointed and confirmed as the medium through
winich all legal and judicial advertisements for the county of
Clatsop in the State of Oregon shall be published for the
period authorized by law.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the State of Oregon to be affixed, at the
Executive office in tTe city of Salem this twenty-fourth day
cf July, A. D., 1873.

By the Governor

/Attest: S. F. Chadwick L. F. Grover

Secretary of State.
Ireland was 37 years old and in the prime of his life when he
first appeared on the wooden streets of Astoria in the spring of 1873.
A slim, straight figure, sartorially elegant, sporting a set of brown
mutton-chop whiskers, a well-trimmed mustache, and a full head of hair
cut in a longish fashion swept back over his forehead, Ireland was a man
who commanded respect.2 He was urbane, knowledgeable and, unlike too many

of the early-day editors of the Pacific Northwest, he knew his trade,

lTri—Weekly Astorisn, August 5, 1873, p. 1.

2Mrs. M. McKee; private interview at her home in Hood River, March
2,, 1972. Mrs. McKee, 94, rzmembers Ireland quite well and describes him
as dignified, intelligent and a very smart dresser.
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He was a first-class reporter,l'an_experienced printer, and a forcible and
accurate writer.2

His family was still out of town and, although he never actually
said where he was staying, it is probable that Ireland was making his
temporary home at thé Occident Hotel, one of the finest in town‘3 He had
known S. N. Arrigoni, the proprietor, from his days in Oregon City and in
Portland and, being a man who appreciated good food, fine wines, and mellow
cigars, he would be likely to seek the most congenial of surroundings for
his temporary bachelorhood.

He did, however, miss his family,

The Editor of this paper is counting the days that must

elapse before his lonesome career terminates and his better

half and }ittle ones, now recuperating a& Calistoga return.

Come ye disconsolate and let us condole,

Olive Lightburn Ireland and the four children, Harry, Lillie,
DeWitt, and Gustave, did not return until September 15, 1873, Ireland

did not mention it, but the Daily Oregonian carried their names in its

weekly list of passenger arrivals.5
During their absence he had been looking around town for permanent
Quarters. Decent rentals were hard to find in Astoria. It is certain

that he planned to build a house eventually. Before his family had

lTurnbull, History of Cregon Newspavers, p. 19. Turnbull describes
Ireland as one of the first real news-reporters in pioneer Oregon.

2Hodgkin, Galvin, Pen Pictures of Representative Men, p. 109.

3

See picture, page 55a.

LTri—Weekly Astorian, July 15, 1873, p. 1.
5

Daily Oregonian, September 15, 1873, p. 3.
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returned, he had a chance to buy a lot in that district at a public
auction.

The Marshal reported his acts in relation to the col-
lection of the delinquent tax, levied on property on Main
Street, which report showed that he had levied Lot 4 in
Block No. 144 of Olney, Astoria, and belonging to W. P.
Burns which said lot be sold on the fifth day of August,
1873, to D. C. Ireland for the sum of thirty one (31)
dollars US coin money, which report and return,of warrant
was accepted and ordered to be placed on file.

Ireland, however, never did build a house on this lot. A few
years later he purchased another piece of property in Upper Astoria,
but again, the lot was never used.

List of deeds and land transfered and sold and recorded
in the Office of the County Clerk of Clatsop County, Oregon,

for the month of August past. T. P. Powers and wife to B. C.

Ireland, lots 5 and 6, block 21 in Upper Astoria. $400.

By’the time his family arrived in Astoria, however, Ireland had

3 now 10th

found a house to rent on the corner of Court and Cass Streets,
and Franklin. They resided in this house during the nine years they lived
in Astoria.

After the first issue of the Tri-Weexly Astorian came out and was

tucked into mail bags and placed on the first boat heading up the river,
Ireland eagerly watched his exchanges for reactions to his new paper.
They were soon forthcoming and Ireland could not resist the temptation
to reprint some of them. He was especiaily pleased by the comments of

two of his old employers, the Portland Bulletin and the Oregonian.

1Astoria City Council Minutes. Bk. 2, p. 49, on file at Astoria City
Hall.

Daily Astorian, Oct. 17, 1877.

3Daily Astorian, Oct. 21, 1877.
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New Paper - Mr. D. C. Ireland has issusd the first number

of his new paper, the Tri-Weekly Astorian. It comes out

in very handsome style, and is gotten up in very handsome

taste and skill. Mr. Ireland has been in the newspager
business many years, and is known throughout the state for

nis industry and perseverance. We wish his new enterprise
success equal to his hopes and its deserts. - Portland Bulletin

A New Paper - The first number of the Tri-Weekly Astorian
made its appearance yesterday. Its name indicates its
character, as it is to be issued on each Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday, and, judging by the number before us, is very
Astorian in its tone, strongly advocating the superior ad-
vantages of Astoria over all other points on the Northwest
coast as the site of the great commercial entrepot (sic)

and center of the future. Mr. Ireland, editor and publisher
of the Astorian is too well known to the people of Oregon

as a newspaper man to need an introduction at our hands, and
we doubt not he will make his paper a success. His first
number was racy, newsy, and neat. e like its appearance
and wish it prosperity. - Oregonian

Even the Daily Oregonian's correspondent in Astoria was enthu-

siastic about the new paper even though it probably meant that the
Oregonian would no longer need his services. Following the custom
of the day, the Qregonian from this time on would 1lift items about
Astoria which would be of interest to their own readers right out of the

columns of the Tri-Weekly Astorian.

This unknown correspondent wrcte:

The Astorian, the new tri-weekly paper, is regarded
by the peorle here with a warm interest, and they intend
to give it such assistance as its founder, Mr. D. C. Ireland,
is entitled to for its elegant appearance, its sprightly character,
and its reliability as a medium for the dissemination of Astoria
news and Astoria views. "Long live the Astorian!' say all the
people here; "Long live the Astorian!"™ I respond.

1rri-Weekly Astorian, July 8, 1873, p. ke

2Dailz Oregonian, July 9, 1873.
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The only sour note was sounded by the Kalama Beacon issued from

Kalama, a small river town in the Washington Territory.

Tri-Weekly Astorian - Last week, we received three numbers

of the Tri-Weekly Astorian, as its name imports, printed

Three times a week on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.

D. C. Ireland, Esq., is founder of the enterprise, and issued
the first number on the 1st inst. His material is tastefully
selected, and the mechanical execution is the best of any
journal this side of California. The editorial and local
departments are exceedingly well attended to--in fact, showing
too much industry for the "quid pro Quo" that is possible in
his locality. To all interested in shipping and otlier news
connected with the lower Columbia, we recommend the Astorian.
But we call upon Bro. I to "draw it more mild" about the river
bars between here an? his town, for it gores our ox consider-
ably.--Kalama Beacon

The editor was referring to a story Ireland had written in the
second issue of his paper in which he had criticised the condition of
the river above Astoria. He had said:

About six miles above Astoria, at the commencement

of Cathlamet Bay is the hog's back, a bar some quarter of

a mile in length, with ten feet of water at low and eigh-

teen feet at high tide. This is the most dangerous point

on the river, and the most skillful pilot never atterts

its passage in the night, either with sail or steam.

This item was the first of many Ireland was to write during the
next nine years on the difficulties ships had in traveling from Astoria
to Portland. His purpose in this, of course, was to make it apparent to
the shipping companies, to the farmers of the Willamette Valley, and to

the backers of a proposed3 railroad, that ships could come and go from

the harbor at Astoria at any time, but when the ships had to travel to

1Tri~Weekly Astorian, July 15, 1873, p. 1.

2Ibid., July 3, 1873, p. 3.

3See Chapter VI for details on the Astoria-Winnemucca railroad.
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Portland to load. and to unload cargoes, they were often delayed by the
ever-shifting sand bars so often found in the Columbia River in the days
before dredging became commonplace. Kalama was irked, as was St. Johns,
St. Helens, and all the other small communities on the river above Astoria.
Each lived in the hope that it would become the main shipping point for
goods going in and -out of the Columbia River country.1

Ireland, of course, was pushing Astoria for the honor. But Astoria
in 1873 was almost completely isolated, not only from the rest of the
state, but also from even its nearest neighbors. The telegraph line did
not reach the small town until 18762 so the only form of communication
available to the Astorians was from ships coming down the river from
Portland or from coastal steamers which periodically put into Astoria
bringing newspapers which carried telegraphic news from the East.

Ireland knew that there was little he could do to bring the ;éle-
graph line down the river from Portland, but he could fight for better
transportation 1inks between Astoria and her'neighbors. No rcads led
from Astoria. The only way a person could travel or ship freight was by

3

water. Even a trip to Upper Astoria only two miles east had to be mace
by water unless one was willing to walk a path from the far eastern end

of Astoria to the western point of Upper Astoria. The path was narrow,

1Holbrook, The Columbia, p. 138.

2Daily Astorian, May 1, 1876, p. 1.

3Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 150.
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treacherous and impassible by wagon.

The farmers in the Lewis and Ciark district and on the Clatsor
Plains had no choice but to use river transportation. Astoria boasted
of a number  -of small vessels which made either regular trips to
designated points or which could be chartered for sbecial destinations.
‘The steam tug Varuna left Astoria every Tuesday and Saturday mornings
for Fort Stevens, Cape Disappointment, and Unity, carrying mail, pas-
sengers, and freight.l On July 1, 1873, the Klatskanine packet Blue
Racer also began a twice-weekly schedule between Astoria and Klatskanime.‘2
If these two time schedules did not fit the plans of persons planning
trips or preparing to ship freight, there were the fast sailing sloops,

W. H. Twilight and the Hector, both of which could be chartered for

"pleasure parties, freight, or passengers."3
For Astorians traveling to Portland, the Oregon Steam Navigation
Company offered Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday trips with returns to

L

Astoria available on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. These river
boats also connected with an express route featuring good horses and
fast carriages which made it possible for the traveler to go to Clatsop

beach, either on business or for the enjoyment of staying at one of the

1oriWeekly Astorian, Sept. 13, 1873, p. 3.

“Ibid., July 5, 1873, p. 3.
3Ibid., August 16, 1873, p. 3.

thid., August 16, 1873, p. 3.
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resorts which even then dotted the toastal area. The Ocean House, the
Grimes House, the Summer House, and the Sea Side House all advertised

in the Tri-Weekly Astorian.1

Ireland knew that unless the difficulties of transporting goods
and people between Astoria and its outlying areas were lessened, it
would be impossible to develop agriculture or industry in these regions.

Me hit at this problem in the third issue of his Tri-Weeklv Astorian

when he featured an editorial entitled "Our County Roads." 1In his
usual leisurely style, he wrote:

It shall be our aim as a Jjourrnalist to leave no effort
unturned upon our part to awaken and foster a spirit that
shall develop our natural interests, and to that end we would
invite the attention of our readers to a subject that we be-
lieve demands immediate action. It is that of construction
and keeping open at all seasons practicable wagon roads lead-
ing from the county seat at Astoria to all parts of the county
of Clatsop, and then again opening up communications with
other parts of the state, thereby offering facilities to the
farming communities to make Astoria a shipping point for their
products, and a base of supplies they may require in lieu
thereof, and thus supersede that erratic and irregular demaad
by which shipments and supplies are at present established....

e o o ¢ & 9 o o o o o o ® o & @& o e o & o o o o © o o o o o o o

We have not at present one single practicable wagon road
leading out of Astoria, and yet, with a comparatively little
outlay, we can open up the partial roads and trails leading
to Young's Bay, and the fertile settlements on the Nehalem....

e e. o o o o e o » ©° & = @ 6 © o e © o o °* o o © o o o o o ° 2 o

We do not advise lavish expenditures, or an irndulgence of theo-
retical experiments, but we do suggest a practiﬁal experiment
fraughv with such momant to our best interests.

The lack of roads was not the only problem relating to transportation

“Tri-Weekly Astorian, August 16, 1873, p. 3.

2Ibid., July 5, 1873, p. 2.
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which faced Astoria. Facilities for ‘the docking and loading of ocean-
going vessels as well as for the many small crafts which toured the river,
picking up freight and passengers on a haphazard basis were desperately
needed. The waterfront area had developed on an individualized basis
without any coordinating plan. Obviously, this part of the town had to
be built up, with buildings for storage and facilities for moving freight
and passeﬁgers from the docks to the town receiving first priority.

Captain George Flavel, an austere man who had come to Astoria years
before and had prospered as one of the river bar's chief pilots, was
then in the process of building a new dock. Ireland took note of this
and added a few comments on it in one of the early editions of the
Astorian.

New Wharf and Dock - Workmen are engaged in driving

piles for a large and expensive wharf and warehcuse for

Capt. George Flavel of this city on the river fronting and

abreast of his former warehouse. The new wharf will be

carried out thirty feet farther than the old one, and will

have a frontage of 300 feet with slips convenient for any

class of vessels from a sloop to a man of war....Capt. Flavel

is one of our most enterprising citizens, and to undertake

such a work in a dull season is deserving of success. He

has confidence in the country and proves his faith by such

work as this.

At about this same time, the citizens of Astoria were busily wofking
on a plan in which tney would cooperate with the farmers of the Willamette
Vailey in building a wharf with grain storage facilities on the waterfront.

Ireland was present at a mezeting held in the county courthouse in Astoria

On July 3, 1873, and wrote a long story on the results of the meeting.2

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, July 3, 1873, p. 2.

2Tri-Weekli Astorian, July 8, 1873, p. 2.
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Without commenting, he recorded the eopinions of Mr. P. Low, Mr. Lienenweber,
General John Adair, Coionel James Taylor, and James Welch, all of whom

were in favor of the projects. He also put in the negative comments of
Captain J. H. D. Gray, Mr. Mercer, and W. W. Parker, former editor of

the Astoria Marine Gazette. Then, several weeks later, after he had time

to investigate the details of the proposed transaction, he came out in
favor of the prdject.

Join with Astoria, not to destroy or pull down Portland
or any other city in our own State, but to protect our own
interests and build up commerce within her borders, and a
sea port that is accessible by water to almost every farmer
in Oregon.

This can be done by proper encouragement of the Astoria
Farmer's Company, or any other company who contemplates
erecting large wharves or warehouses for storing grain at
this point, where the largest class of ships can come, dis-
charge freight or ballast, and take i? cargo in from ten to
fifteen days time, and be on her way.

No, complaints from other newspapers serving the cities up and
down the Columbia River which were in competition with Astoria for the
honor of being the main shipping point in the Oregon country would never
bother DeWitt Clinton Ireland. He had known that he would run into
opposition such as this, but he was prepared for it and, as he said, was
in a position to "chin music."

What was good for Astoria was good for D. C. Ireland and the Tri-

Weekly Astorian.

lTri-Week;y Astorian, July 26, 1873, p. 2.




CHAPTER V

THE DAYS OF THE TRI-WEEKLY ASTORIAN

Unfortunately for Ireland and his Tri-Weekly Astorian, the winter

of 1873-74 was one of the worst the Oregon country had ever seen. A
series of strong storms hit the coastal area during November, causing
heavy damage in the Columbia River harbor. These were followed by a cold
spell that settled down on the entire Columbia River system, freezing the
river over, making it impossible for ships to go up the river to Portland
or to make the trip down to the mouth. By December 13th, the ice had
closed in tightly and Astoria was completely isolated.
The Varuna and Annie Stewart from Brookfield and

Oak Point on Thursday report Woody Island channel closed

with pretty stiff ice, The Akbar was left at Oak Point

by the Annie Stewart.

Ireland was hurt by the storm. He had been expecting a new supply
of newsprint from San Francisco on the steamer Oriflamme, but the ship was

not able to come into the harbor. For the first time since he had been

publishing the Tri-Weekly Astorian, Ireland was forced to put out a small

edition which he whimsically called the "Ice-o-lated Edition." Appearing
on December 11, it measured only three columns wide and eight inches deep,
and was printed on left-over scraps of newsprint. He put in as much news

as he could, tucked in a few ads, and then sent it to his subscribers. Two

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, December 13, 1873, p. 1.




65

days later, after the Oriflamme had fought its way into port, the Astorian
appeared again in its customary size. Ireland took the incident in stride.
We expected the Oriflamme Tuesday with a supply of

paper for this office. She didn't come and that is our

only apology for the apparent shrinkage of the Astorian.

He also took this opportunity to put in a plea for the improvement
of transportation and communication facilities.

Communication with Portland has been cut off since

Tuesday, the 9th, and there is no prospect for resumption

of business soon. Experienced persons in the river trade

predict that it will remain closed six weeks, and quite

possibly two months. A time sufficient at all events to

bring the people to a realizing sense of the situation of

a State like Oregon ENTIRELY cut off from communications

with the sea when forty miles of telegraph and sixty miles

of railroad would place her commercial status on a par with

the world. Well may anyone exclaim, '"Behold the spectacle."

The closing of the river meant financial trouble for Astoria and
for Ireland. Shipping was virtually the only business keeping'theb
isolated river community going during the winter. The fishing season was
over by the middle of September and the temporary help had already left
for their homes elsewhere. Farming, of course, was at a standstill, and
even immigration, usually a financial factor during the summer months,
had fallen off almost to nothing. Business was at a standstill and money

was scarce.

Ireland kept the Tri--Weekly Astoriadn going as long as he could, but

by the end of January, 1874, he could see that the only way he would be

1Tri—Week11»Astorian, December 13, 1873, p. 1.

Ibid., December 13, 1873, p. 1.
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-able to get along was to cut his newspaper from a tri-weekly to a weekly
publication. After seven months of continuous publication, the Tri-Weekly

died at the end of January, 1874, and was replaced by the Weekly Astorian,

a Thursday publication, which would be issued from that time until long
after Ireland had left Astoria.
It is difficult to tell whether or not Ireland made money with the

Tri-Weekly Astorian during the seven months of its existence. On the

surface, it looked like a going concern. The advertising came in regu-
larly and Ireland's subscription list kept growing, but how much of this
added business resulted in money in Ireland's till is a matter of con-
jecture.

There wefe signs appearing earlier which indicated that Ireland
was looking around for new ways to make money. A new ad appeared in the

Tri-Weekly Astorian in November, 1873.

ASTORIA
Real Estate Directory
And Correspondence Bureau

Farms, Building Lots or Blocks
Advertised, Sold, or Exchanged
Information Furnished
By D. C. Ireland, Agent

There are so many inquiries concerning Real Estate in and
about Astoria, and there being no particular way for buyer

and seller to meet each other, we have concluded to open a
Real Estate Directory in this office. Parties having pro-
perty to sell or parties wishing to purchase will be permitted
to use our columns, for the purpose of effecting such trans-
fers, at mere nominal charges. Send descrip}ions, price, etc.,
that people may know what you have for sale.

There is no way of knowing how Ireland did with his real estate

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, November 1, 1873, p. 4.




67

office,hbut with the inclement weather then prevailing throughout the
area, it is doubtful if the Astoria Real Estate Directory pulled in many
buyers.

Ireland had other assets. In addition to his newspaper, he ran a
job shop and, with his superior printing ability, it can be assumed that
he made additional money by printing circulars, letterheads, and other
odd jobs for merchants, citizens, and for the City of Astoria. Certainly,
the business was good enough to prompt Ireland to add to his printing
equipment.

, Having recently added two jobbing presses to the

Astorian office, there is no longer any necessity for

people in this part of the country sending abroad for

circulars, bill heads; pamphlets, etc. A good job

printer and plentg of new styles of type now await your

crder, gentlemen.

No records exist on Ireland's private printing jobs, but there are
two notations in the Astoria City council minutes which give samples of
Ireland's printing rates. He was paid $40 for printing-100 copies of the
city charter2 and &4 for running offiloo cemetery deeds for the city of
Astoria.3 ‘

But with all of these indications of seeming prosperity, there were
also signs that he was having‘financial troubles. During the first part

of 187l, two transactions appeared in the Astoria City council minutes.

D. C. Ireland submitted the following proposition

lTri-Weekly Astorian, December 4, 1873, p. 1.

2Astoria City Record, Vol. 2, p. 8l. On file in the Astoria City Hall
archives.

31pid., Vol. 2, p. 67.
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to the Council, viz. that for-one year from this date he
will print all ordinances, City charters and orders of the
board for the sum of 25 cents per square, one insertion;
37% cents per square, two insertions; 50 cents per square,
three insertions in the Astorian, wTich was referred to the
committee on rules and regulations.

The committee on rules and regulations reported on the pro-

position of D. C. Ireland, submitted to the council on the

6th of January, and recommended the council accept the pro-

position and voted to accept it. Mr. Ireland was by vote

allowed to state what he proposed to print for the Council,

to wit: +the charter, ordinances, rules, and regulations of

the council, and orders, etc., but the minutes of the meet-

ing he proposed to print gratuitiously.

This new rate was far lower than the rates he had announced would
be in effect for legal advertising when he established the Tri-Weekly
Astorian seven months before, but Ireland was always able to compromise.
If nothing else, the city of Astoria paid cash for its advertising. He
needed money during that rugged winter, and he lowered his legal rates

to get it.

During the Tri-Weekly Astorian's seven months' existence, Ireland

had used it to promote many of the things he thought essential for the
develcpment of the community. He had applauded and boosted new businesses,
suggested the need for other enterprises, fought hard for the establishment
of new lines of commuﬁication and transportation, and in addition, had
given the citizens of the area an interesting, accurate, and well-written
Newspaper.

One of Ireland's most successful campaigns had been one to promote

lAstoria City Records, Vol. 2, p. 67. Dated January 6, 1874. On file
at the Astoria City Hall archives.

2Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 70. Dated February 7, 1874.
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a hydrographic survey of the Columbia River bar and the bay area around

Astoria. Shipping companies, tugs, fishermen, and the businessmen of

Astoria had been handicapped by the lack of accurate charts which would

give them figures on the depth of the water at any given point and which

would indicate channels suitable for moving on the river and the harbor.
In September of 1873, Ireland opened his campaign.

Astoria Harbor Survey ~ Without doubt the time has arrived
in the history and development of this city when it is no
longer safe to proceed in the haphasard manner common to
new places just springing into existence, by way of street
and harbor improvements. To prevent errors which may cost
much money to rectify in the future, it seems to us the
common council should, at as early day as practicable,
cause a perfect hydrographic survey to be made of the har-
bor, by a competent engineer, to be and to fix the estab-
lished lines for any and all improvements asked for.

His suggestion met with approval from practically every segment
of Astoria's population. The city council acted swiftly and two weeks
later, they had hired a man to begin the survey.

Mr. H. J. Stevenson, of Portland, has entered upon a contract

to make and plat a full and complete survey of the harbor of

Astoria for the use of the Common Council. This survey will

embrace everything required to give a perfect knowledge of

the harbor, . to the depth of water, frontage for wharf improve-

ments, etc.

Apparently, the survey did not take long to complete. On November
10, Ireland ran the following item in the Astorian.

The map of the hydrographic survey of the harbor of Astoria

has been completed by H. J. Stevenson....It is really one of
the finest specimens of the kind we have ever seen, and exceeds

1Tri—WeelegAstorian, Sept. 20, 1873, p. 2.

Ibid., Oct. k4, 1873, p. 1.
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the expectations of the committee. Besides which, it has

the merit of correctness, is accurate in every particular,

and hereafter, when improvements are contemplated in our

harbor, or along,the city front, the work may be undertaken

understandingly.,

Since ease of navigation was essential to the economy of Astoria,
Ireland began a campaign to improve the nagivational aids available
to the ships coming in and out of the harbor. One of the most obvious
needs was for a lighthouse on Point Adams, a point of land at the south
entrance to the Columbia River harbor. A lighthouse had been built in
the 1850's on Cape Disappointment2 to replace the bonfires and day markers
which had been used before that time, but this light was at the north
entrance. It seemed obvious to Ireland that the huge, ever-shifting bar
of the Columbia River needed two lights to make navigation safe at any
hour or season.

In October of 1873, at the beginning of the winter season when the
need for additional navigational aids was beginning to be felt, Ireland
wrote the following article on the problem.

Many people in Oregon are interested in wishing to know what

is to become of the appropriation made last Congress for the

creation of a lighthouse at Point Adams. Why is it that

nothing has been done to carry out the objects of such legis-

lation as has been made upon this very important subject? It

is one of the most urgent improvements demanded by the commerce

of the Pacific Northwest, and since Congress has provided for

it, why hasn't the work begun?

The followiﬁg month, Ireland again took up the subject of the

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, Nov. 8, 1873, p. 1.

2James A. Gibbs, Jr., Sentinels of the North Pacific, (Portland:
Binfords and Mort, 1955), p. 116.

3Tri—Weekly Astorian, Cct. 9, 1873, p. 1.




much-needed lighthouse in another front page editorial.

Much inquiry is made by the masters of vessels entering
the Columbia River concerning the Light-House on Point Adams,
for which Congress made appropriations at the last session.

An entire summer has passed away since that appropriation
was made and as far as the public can see, there is nothing
done.

This we do know: That one light at the entrance of the
Columbia where such an immense commerce is being carried out
and in, is inadequate--and more should be immediately erected.

... There is no longer any doubt of the existence of
enemies to the growing trade of the Columbia River, men who
would like to see the business go elsewhere, but our own people
and Senators, and Representatives from Oregon should not permit
the necessary lights to be withheld, the river to be enveloped 1
in darkness, and the State deprived of her legitimate commerce.

Finally, near the end of the year, Ireland triumphantly published

a letter written to him by James A. Kelly, one of Oregon's two senators

in Washington.

Editor Astorian:

Seeing in the Astorian of the 20th that nothing had been done
toward the construction of the lighthouse on Point Adams, I
went to the office of the lighthouse board to ascertain the
cause of delay. I was informed by Major Elliott, a member of
the board, that it was owing to the length of time required to
procure the title to the ground on which the buildings are to
be erected....I was told that the work of constructing the
buildings will scon be commenced and prosecuted as rapidly as
can conveniently be done toward completion.

Very truly youps,

James A. Kelly

The Point Adams' lighthouse was finally built at the south entrance

to the Columbia River in 1875. It was decommissioned before the turn of

the century at the time the south jetty was built3 but for more than 20

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, Nov. 21, 1873, p. 1.

“Ibid., Dec. 30, 1873, p. 1.

36ibbs, Sentinels of the North Pacific, p. 91.
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years the Point Adams lighthouse aided countless navigators in feeling
their way over the bar.

Not all of Ireland's editorials were written on such weighty subjects
as lighthouses and harbor surveys. He knew that the town had .to move
away from the frontier ideas it had cherished for so many years, so
occasionally he would chide the townspeople for their lack of cultural
advantages and decent entertainment. 1In October of 1873, he threw out
a suggestion which did not take root immediately.

We hope to see the day soon when Astoria can have a
good band of musicians to enliven people on State occasions.
The instruments are here, so why,delay the matter? Let us
have a revival of the old times.

Two years later, Ireland was still promoting the formation of a town
band.

Through the efforts of Messrs. N. Koefoen, P. A.
Trullinger, W. P. Gray and.others, there appears to be
a prospect that Astoria may soon boast of a Brass Band.
We understand that there has been selected musical ability
sufficient to insure the successful organization of at
least 13 pieces, which will afford satisfactory performance
within a trief period of time; and that prospect of from
17 to 20 pieces within a few months. Astoria certainly -
stands in need of an organization of this sort, and we
hope that the liberality of our citizens will evince a
desire on their part to fill the want so long existing.
Let all help the movement along now, in its incipiency
and the best results will likely follow, speedily restor-
ing, with interest, all Ehat the effort cost us, collec-
tively and individually.

Eventually, Astoria had their band. When ex-president Grant

lTri—Weekly Astorian, October 30, 1873, p. 1.

2Weekly Astorian, August 7, 1875, p. 1.
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visited the town in October, 1879, it was announced that Councilman
Gilbert was appointed a committee of one on music and was authorized to
,sécure the services of Lambert's brass band for this occasion.1

In the same vein, Ireland constantly tried to advance the cause
of culture in the city by giving free ads to commercial enterprises
attempting to establish centers for the teaching of various cultural
arts.

But few persons were present at the opening of

Terman's Dancing Academy Tuesday evening. It is hoped

that more will be there this evening, as we consider this

one of the best things for the young folks of our city

that could be devised. Mr., T is a competent teacher;

patronize his class.

And, of course, Ireland fostered the cause of culture by attending
virtually every concert and traveling show to appear in the town. He
thoroughly enjoyed the theater and always wrote long accounts of the
performances, using the opportunity to chide his fellow townspeople for
not patronizing the local performances.

The world-renown Cantatrice, Madame Anna Bishop,

assisted by noted musicians who accompany her, gave a concert

at Spiritual Hall in this city last evening. Owing to the

very brief notice given of the concert, not so many were out

as might otherwise have been in attendance. It is not neces-

sary for us to make any remarks concerning the concert which

was up to the standard which has given the madame such widg-

spread fame, and Astorians feel complimented by her visit.

Earlier in the year, he had praised another pair of artists who

spent a week in Astoria entertaining at the Congregational Church.

1Daily Astorian, October 12, 1879, p. 3.

2Tri—Weekly Astorian, November 6, 1873, p. 1.

31bid., September.6, 1873, p. 1.
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Prof. McGibney is giving lessons in vocal music at
the Congregational Church daily at 10 o'clock A.M. to the
children; and at 8 o'clock P.M. to the adulis. These
lessons are not for the benefit of any particular society
or person, but are free alike to all the citizens of the
town, irrespective of age, condition, or social relations.

Ireland does not make it very clear how the McGibneys operated or
for whom, but he inserted another short note on their presence in the
city a few days ldter.

- Praise Meeting - Prof. and Mrs. McGibney have awakened
quite an interest in our pleasant little city this week
in musical circles and praises are spoken of them in
every house. Good music is a fine thing and there is not
half enough music in the world, and we regard such teachers
as Prof. and Mrs. McGibney as benefactors of humanity. A
Praise Meeting will be held in the Congregational Churgh
tomorrow evening and all who can go there ought to go.

Several days later, Ireland again wrote about the McGibneys, this
time making some rather mysterious references to the lack of appreciation
for their efforts to bring culture to the Northwest.

A Rare Treat - We understand that Prof. and Mrs. McGibney,
who have been spending a few days in Astoria, return today
to their Portland home. We wonder: do Portlanders appre-
ciate these people?...we have never met them without finding
something more and more estimable. Something to tell of
them as being kind, genial, social, refined, experienced and
expert musicians; teachers without comparison....we should
be at a loss to know why he isn't extravagantly lauded,were
it not for a few things coming under our observation as a
reporter for the press of Portlagd. He is too jealously re-
garded to be regarded zealously.

The McGibneys were to make other appearances in Astoria during

the next few years but their mysterious problems in being accepted

1Tri—Weekly Astorian, July 17, 1873, p. 1.

“Ibid., July 19, 1873, p. 1.

31vid., July 22, 1873, p. 1.
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were never explained by Ireland.
During the summer and fall of 1873, Ireland had inspected the
schoolhouse in Astoria and had reported on it regularly. It has already

been mentioned that the first issue of the Tri-Weekly Astorian carried a

story on the honors won by members of the class which had graduated the
previous June. In November, he took a few hours off and went through
the school, commenting on his visit in his paper several days later.

We were pleased at the cheerful obedience of the
pupils. There was no parade of government, there was an
absence of everything that resembled the irksome restraint.
As we looked upon the school we said these youths feel that
they have duties to perform as well as rights to enjoy, that
liberty is not license to do as they please, they repudiate
the foolish dogma that submission is not merely degradation,
and assent to the truthlwhen yielded to rightful authority,
submission is an honor.

But Ireland saw much more at the school than just the smiling faces
of children and teachers. He observed, made notes, and then, one week
later, he came out with another story on his visit to the school--tut
this time, he went to the heart of the matter.

In a recent article, we promised our readers some re-
marks about the public school buildings, want of time will
prevent us saying what we have to say. But anyone who is
in a position to understand the wants of Astoria, her aims,
her claims, her hopes, must feel that her present school
building reflects no credit on her enterprise, do not indi-
cate a high degree of taste of culture among her people....
can the city be contented with the present position of the
schoolhouse and its present condition? The only playground
for the children is a slippery inclined sidewalk, a little
playground, nct as large as a good sized dinner table.

So without, within, want of room, everywhere want of
room, insufficient ventilation, air coming from the little
back yard not indolent with the perfumes of Araby the blest

lTri—Weele,Astorian, November 18, 1873, p. 1.
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but with perfume of quite a different contrary character.

Ireland did not often allow himself to become upset. This was
one of the few times he let pure anger creep into one of his editorials.
The schoolhouse he was speaking of had been built in 1859 and was, by
the time ireland arrived in Astoria, too old, too crowded, and too run-
down to be of much use. He had four children who soon would be attending
school and so was able to look at the problem with a parent's anxiety
for his children's needs.

Gentlemen, let this not continue, take measures to
secure a block at once. If you are sure that the town will
be better able to bear the expense in the future, you must
likewise be sure that it will never be able to buy the land
it needs cheap...The plan of the building must be such that
while economy was consulted it should when finished, be
found in every way adapted to its purpose. Ventilaticn should
be secured, without references to the windows, abundance of
light properly tempered, some method of warming which pro-
cures an even temperature throughout the building, good, fresh
water, in abundance, separate play-ground, with separate en-
trances for the two sexes, and numerous other *things, which
because they are very convenient, ARE NOT NECESSARILY EXFEN-
SIVE.

We may return to this matter again for thoughlyou drive
out nature with a club, yet she will return again.

Ireland's efforts were not enough. The taxpaying public was not
much different in 1873 than they are today in this era of school budget
turndowns. HReluctant to tax themselves to finance the purchase of the
land and the construction of a new building, Astorians tolerated the old
school house until the 1880's when they finally Built McClure school on
the block bounded by Franklin and Grand Avenues, and 7th and 8th Streets

at a cost of 325,000.2

1Tri--‘.feekly Astorian, November 25, 1873, p. 3.

2Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 179.
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During the nine years Ireland spent in Astoria, he constantly
~printed items referring to the supposed discovery of gold, silver,
coal, or any other mineral he thought might stimulate the economy of
Clatsop County. He kept hoping that substantial mineral deposits might
be discovered somewhere in the vicinity of Astoria, but unfortunately
for him and for Astoria, Clatsop County proved to be barren of any
significant quantities of any kind of precious metal or mineral.

In writing about the possibility of the discovery of gold in
the black sands on Sandy Island at the mouth of the Cclumbia River,
he said:

We should send a man of experience immediately to
witnees the process in the neighborhood of Coos Bay, and
making himself familiar with it, we should have those or-
ganize a mining company and go to work. This, if success-
ful, would do more for Astoria and Clatsop County than,a hun-
dred wharves and warehcuses without business for them.™ -

By the following month, he had forgotten the black sand of Sandy
Island and was excited about an alleged silver strike.

We are in possession of a very rich specimen of Silver
Quartz rock from the coast range of mountains in this
latitude which shows positive proof of the existence of
large veins of rock bearing precious metals in this vicinity.

In Sertember, a new strike had teen found, and he set out to drum
up a bit of interest in it.

A ledge of pure chalk has been found in the vicinity of
Latta Creek on Clatsop Plains. A specimen on our table is
equal to any in the Portlagd market. Import no more chalk--

Just send it 20 Sam Smith. He will introduce it with profit
and pleasure.

lrri.Weekly Astorisn, July 12, 1873, p. 2.

°Ibid., August 19, 1873, p. 1.
3Sam Smith was a well-known Portland merchant and businessman.

hTri-Weekly Astorian, September 2, 1873, p. 1.
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In December of the same year, Ireland was enthusiastically boosting
the Nehalem Valley area and cited its many mineral resources as a reason
for its future growth.

Specimens of silver and copper quartz can be found almost
in every house but nobody has made it profitable to mine.
Coal was found near the mouth of the Nehalem, and worked for a
short time, but the cost of transportation made the project
fail. But every summer finds two or three men going through
the mountains in hopes of finding gold or silver in paying
quantities. The hope is not altogether baseless vision, and
if it ever be {ealized the fools and the wise ones will
change places.

The Tri-Weekly Astorian had brought Ireland some successes and

some disappointments. With its help, the harbor survey and the light-
house on Point Adams became realities. His support of cultural enter-—
prises gradually brought more artists. and theatrical groups into the
area. He was unable to persuade the people of Astoria to build a new
school while he was a resident of the town and despite his best efforts,
the search for mineral deposits was unsuccessful. And the Tri-Weekly
Astorian ended the year in financial difficulties. It had been a year of
ups and downs.

But despite the problems both Ireland and the people of Astofia
had faced, it had been a good year for all in one way at least. Astoria
had found a man who was to become its biggest booster in the nine years
ahead, using his newspapers to suggest, to persuade, and occasionally,
to threaten the people to look ahead, to plan for the future, and to build
the town on a solid foundation. And Ireland had found a town that needed

him.

lTri—Weekly Astorian, December 20, 1873, p. 1.




CHAPTER VI

A BUSY AND POOR FATHER

1875 and 1876 in Astoria were eventful years for Ireland and for
his family. While he was consolidating and improving the operations of

his Weekly Astorian, he was also filling other roles. By reading the

occasional personal items Ireland published in his newspapers, one can
catch glimpses of his family life as the Irelands settled down into the
routine of the rough river town.

The Irelands had three children while living in Astoria. A son,
Gustave Roserk, was born on Jaunary 10, 1873, but died a-year later on
April 15, 18714,.1 Another son, Clinton Leonard, was born a year later
in February of 1875,2 and their last son, Francis Connor, was born in
1877.°

At the time of the birth of Clinton Leonard, the Irelands had
four other children: Alba, who was the son of Ireland and his first wife,
and who remained in Jackson, Michigan, with Ireland's parents after he had
L 5

remarried and moved to Oregon;~ Lillie, who was born in Portland in 1865;

1Daily Oregonian, April 24, 1874, p. 3.

2Daily Astorian, June 26, 1877, p. 3.

3See page 91 of this thesis for an account of Francis Connor's birth.

hWeekly Astorian, May 12, 1877, p. 3.
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Harry Lawrence, who was born in Oregon City in August, 186'7;1 and DeWitt.2

3

Ireland was a kind father” and, although he was busy trying to build
up the Astorian, he tried cccasionally to be with the children. He

mentions the difficulty of this in a story published in the Daily Astorian

in 1877.

It would have done the soul of any parent good to witness
the experience of cur little twenty-eight month old "Governor"
on the raspberry patch of Capt. M. M. Gilman yesterday. The
little feilow found himself in a perfect labyrinth of thorny
bushes but the luscious fruit captivated his eyes, stored his
stomach, an?d made him as joyous and nappy as "love among the
roses” in the truest interpretation of the phrase for which
kindness Capt. and Mrs. Gilman have our thanks. The children,
bless their little hearts, have not enough of the free air and
liberties of life in pent up cities, particularly when entrusted
to a busy and poor father and an invalid mother, and it should
be the aim of lif% to give them all of it that we can possibly
bestow upon them. .

L

Mrs. Ireland was not a strorgwoman, and her many illnesses must have
contributed a great deal to Ireland's troubles during those years in
Astoria. He had to hire help to assist her in her housework6 and he
usually attended all social functions by himself.

Mr. and Mrs. Ireland acknowledge receipt of an invitation
to be prezent at a social party at the Parker house last even-
ing, but regret inatility to attend in consequence of the still

feeble condition of MGS. I., and the pressing demands of the
~ public upon our time.

1Ore;:on ity Znterprise, August 17, 1867, p. 1.

2The only direct reference ever made about DeWitt was found in the
Shermen County Observer where it was stated that in 1913, DeWitt, Ireland's
son, was living in Sydney, Australia.

3Sherman County Observer, January 15, 1913, p. 1.

hIreland here is referring to his son, Clinton Leonard.

5

6Ibid., October 21, 1877, p. 3.

Daily Astorian, June 26, 1877, p. 3.

TIbid., July 28, 1877, p. 1.
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Ireland was not adverse to.-using-his family to help out his adver-
tising accounts. In 1876, probably much to Mrs. Ireland's mortification,
we find her endorsing corsets.

Referring to Dr. Warner's Sanitary Corsets, Mrs. Ireland
wishes to add her testimony in its behalf--recommending it as
worthy of all the econiums expressed in its favor. Mrs. Pang=
born, Masonic Hall building, Astoria, is agent for this city.

In addition to publishing his newspapers, Ireland occasionally sold
books and magazines, and dabbled in other enterprises. In April, 1875,
his daughter Lillie was endorsing one of his many sidelines.

The Nursery
We have received a note from a little Miss of 10 summers,
who delights to call us papa, of which the following is a copy.

Astoria, March 20, 1875

Dear Papa - I am so delighted with the Nursery magazine, which
reached us from Boston, that I wish you would aid me in getting
a club for it. I am sure all my schoolmates and little friends
in Astoria would enjoy it if they only had it. Will you help me?

The Nursery is a magazine superbly illustrated, neatly
printed, and adapted to the minds of the youngest readers. It
is published monthly by John L. Shorey, 36 Broomfield Street,
Boston, at $1.60 per year in currency. By special arrangements
we can secure the magazine to any who wish it in Astoria, for
one dollar (coin) per year, and if there are any here who wish
it at that rate, they can leave the money and address with our
little daEghter, which we will forward to Boston for them, with
pleasure.

Ireland also had problems with the Monitor Building in which he was

publishing the Weekly Astorian. The fact that it was perched high above

the water on pilings created some unusual situations for him.

When that boomof logs and spiles broke adrift in this
bay last Tuesday, we reminded ourselves of the unstable under-

1Daily Astorian, May 10, 1876, p. 1.

2Week1z Astorian, April 10, 1875, p. 3.
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pinnings of the Astorian office, and dashed about somewhat
spirited; but assisted by the devil worked in the rain
about five hours with poke poles, and kept the logs away
from our underpinning. In going from our side, they drifted
over and fetched up at Van Dusen & Brown's old corner;
bursted through the Cass Street bridge carrying that away,
caromed off the picture gallery and then pocketed the rear
end of Summer's building. Some would have gotten mad, blazed
around like a tallow-dip and fumed like a sulphur smudge but
we think the exerc}se we got that day was rather healthy and
so does the devil,

His Chinese neighbors living in the rear of the Monitor Building
constantly irritated Ireland and occasionally he used the column of the

Weekly Astorian to blow off steam.

To "smell hell;" rent the front room of a building
occupied by Celestials, and stay there during the celebration
of the Heathen New Year. If you don't conclude that the reck-
ing fumes of the damned are around, with the stifling and
sulphurous air permeating every crack Ef the partitions, and
imagined yourself in hell, we give up.

The years from 1874 to 1876 represented Astoria's greatest growth.
The population of the town nearly doubled and many new buildings, canneries,
warehouses, and dwellings were erected. Much money was also in circulation.3
The influence of the Astorian during this time cannot be estimated. The
early files of the paper were filled with articles encouraging new enter-
prises, setting forth the advantages of the town, and recording every new
L

step in its advancement.

Ireland knew that any new enterprise that would help Astoria

1Weekly Astorian, November 2C, 1875, p. 2.

2Ibid., February 13, 1875, p. 3.

3Lockley, History of the Columbia River, I, p. 231.

AAlfred A. Cleveland, "Social and Economic History of Astoria,"
Oregon Historical Quarterly, IV (March, 1903), p. 138&.
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would also be of benefit to the Astorian. He avidly followed every

development in the city from the first rumors of the coming of a new
business or enterprise to the final completion of that business. When
J. C. Trullinger, a prominent merchant from the Portland area, moved to
Astoria, Ireland sought him out, encouraged him, and gave him all the
publicity he coulde

J. C. Trullinger, esq., a Washington county reader of
the Astorian has been l?oking about here for a mill site
and lumbering business.

J. C. Trullinger, than whom none are more competent to
manage and successfully employ a large manufacturing in-
terest, has fixed the site for an extegsive sawmill at
Astoria and the machinery is arriving.

Mr, J. C. Trulliinger of Washington county who has re-
cently made a bono fide inventment of $10,000 in Astoria real
estate, with the view of permanent improvement, was here this
week looking after his new enterprise, and preparing for the_
construction of a building for a business which he will open
in the fall. 1In the person of Mr. Trullinger this city has
secured a valued acquisition--a thorough man of business.”

Mr. J. C. Trullinger has let the contract for the con- J
struction of his new Steam Saw Mill at Astoria to N. F. Mudge. "

J. C. Trullinger, esq., of Washington county, has stuck
out his shingle and opened shop in Astoria, and will perman-
ently remain a citizen, identified with the.future growth and
prosperity of the city. See advertisement.

New Store New Goods
Just Opened

1Weekly Astorian, April 13, 1875, p. 3.

Ibid., May 1, 1875, p. 3.
3Ibid., June 19, 1875, p. 2.
thid.,'June 26, 1875, p. 3.

STbid., July 3, 1875, p. 3.
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In the Summers Building
Chenamus Street, Astoria
J. C. Trullinger

Would respectfully announce to the citizens of Astoria and
vicinity that he is now here, and has opened at the above
well known stand a large and complete stock of Dry Goods,
Boots, Shoes, and Clothing.

And everything required for eaily use down to a sack of
flour or Feed from my own Mill in Washington County, which
will be sold at the lowest possible market rates.

I invite the public generally to call and examine my
stock and prices. Having located permanently in Astoria,

" 3 ”
I "mean business. Je Co Trullinger.1

The machinery for J. C. Trullinger's gew steam saw
mill will be placed in position next week.

Last week J. C. Trullinger's new steam saw mill began
active operations in this city, and in view of this and other
circumstances of a business nature, the enterprising projector
of improvements in that part of Astogia may be now considered
to be laboring under brighter skies. :

J. C. ullinger intends to put up a store building for_
his own use.

Mr. J. C. Trullinger's new steam saw mill is now in running
order and he 1is grepared to fill orders of any kind of lumber
on short notice.
~ In spite of his enthusiasm for new enterprises, Ireland was in-
telligent enough to realize that things could be overdone, bringing
problems to the town and to the businesses concerned. In 1877, he
published the following story, giving his views on this matter.
We are called upon frequently to advise traders with

respect to locating in Astoria. When we do so, it is done
conscientiously. Yesterday, we were taken to task by a property

IWeekly Astorian, July 3, 1875, p. L.

°Tbid., September L, 1875, p. 3.
3Ibid., November 13, 1875, p. 3.
thid., November 27, 1875, p. L.

5Ibid., March 11, 1876, p. 3.
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owner for having advised a stranger that business in Astoria
is overdone, but the lecture we received did not change our
views. There are traders enough, (and some to spare) in
Astoria now. Property is held too high. We believe that the
"fishing interests has been excessively overdone, that it will
take at least five years to recover from it; that none of the
leading cannerymen will manufacture cans or knit nets in the
coming fall for next year. These are our views. We believe
we are correct in entertaining them but should, of course, be
happy to be disappointed. Unless more property is sold, so as
to identify the public with Astoria interests and thus build
up permanent business on a comme{cial basis, times are obound
to be dull in Astoria this fall.

Ireland also kept his eyes on other types of construction in the
city. He fought constantly against the kind of facilities constantly
being erected to take advantage of the ready money being spent each
summer season by the easy~going fishermen and cannery workers.

Gentlemen, do for heaven's sake build us something in
Astoria besides brothels and their attendant iniquities. We
have had quite enought of them. Put your money into dwelling
houses for respectable people, who would come here for their
permanent homes, were it not for the growing and paralyzing
influences of this immoral element. Do give us a rest from
any more such fictitious appearance of business, and we do
here allude to every one of these pestilential blotches on
the fair fame of Astoria. For each one of tnese that are built,
ten respectable families are kept away. Society suffers, the
best interests of society suffer, our deserving little city
suffers from the blight. Shall we say more?

He also watched the construction of new homes in the city. He was
an ardent advocate of the erection of new homes and followed each new
project with interest. When Captain J. H. D. Gray3 began building a
house for his family on West 6th Street, Ireland watched it carefully,

keeping a running comment going in his newspaper.

IWeeklzkAstorian, June 7, 1877, p. 3.

“Ibid., May 12, 1877, p. 3.

3Gray was the first white child born in the Oregon territory and was
at this time a merchant, a mill owner, and the agent for a shipping com-
pany. He was the son of W. H. Gray, missionary and historian.
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Materials are arriving on. the ground for a new house 1
for Capt. J. H. D. Gray on West Sixth to cost about $2,000.
That new frame you see being erected on the hill back
of Hon., A. Van Dusen's residence is intended for Capt. J. H.
D. Gray's future residencg and when finished, will present a

very imposing appearance.

Capt. J. H. D. Gray's new house beging to bear a beau-
tiful and imposing appearance on the hill.”

Four of the neatest homes in Astoria are those built

this year for Capt. J. H. D. Gray, Councilman John Hahn, C.

P. ppshur, and Mr. Wm. G. Ross. They all occupy s%ght%y lo-

cations and add greatly to the appearance of the city.

The house which Ireland described in this series of news items
still stands on the corner of what is now 17th and Grand Avenues.

It has been restored to its original condition and is now occupied by
Dr. Edward Harvey of Astoria.

One change advocated by Ireland but which wés.never made whi}e he
was the publisher of the Astorian was to rename the principal streets of
the city. When Col. McClure laid out the city, he named the streets
after Indians prominentin.the area during the first days of fur trading
years. Unfertunately for Ireland, and for any other printer who had to
set those names in type thousands of times a year, McClure had chosen
particularly difficult names. During the nine years that Ireland published

the Astorian, he constantly mispelled these names and occasionally, goaded

beyond endurance, he would curse the outlandish names and plead for a change.

1Daily Astorian, September 16, 1880, p. 3.

Ibid., September 16,1880, p. 3.
3Ibid., October 6, 1880, p. 3.

thiq., October 6, 1880, p. 3.

s
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We are open to conviction as to the correct orthog-
raphy of streets in the city. We can get along with such as
Concomly, Chenamus, and the like, very well--but when it comes
to Squemowcka, etc., etc., we felt that a breakwater ought to
be constructed along the harbor front and those eternal hills
reduced to a minimum burying such names out of sight forever.
Give us Tther names for these streets, gentlemen of -the Common
council.,

Ireland continued to snipe away at the infuriating names. A year(
later, he was still trying to get the council to do something about it.

Fathers of Astoria - Aldermen of this rising city;
Gentlemen of the Council; for heaven sake, abolish S-g-u-e-m-o-g-u-e
(sic) and substitute a name for our prigcipal street that can
be spelled and understood by all alike.

After this outburst, the old-timers of the city had had enough of
this upstart newspaperman and quickly rose to the challenge. Ireland
calmly printed their letters without comment.

The newspaper lists of Postoffices spell it Skamokaway,
the US Postal guide spells it Skamokawa. Col. McClure, how-
ever, who settled here in an early day, and laid out a portion
of Astoria, supplied the word Squemoghe, gave the name to one
of the streets and so recorded it in the County Clerk's office.

We protest against any modern innovation which is likely
to distgrb the slumbers of the departed, and the titles of the
living.

And in the same issue of the Weekly Astorian, another letter from

a second old-timer appeared in an adjacent column.

Editor Astorian:

I am not disposed to write Astoria-on-Columbia, or
Occident-on-Chenamus, but I do wish to preserve the purity of
the aboriginal names wherever they have been accepted by the

1Weekly Astorian, September 2, 1873, p. 1.

2Ibid., November 5, 1874, p. 3.

3Ibid., November 12, 1874, p. 3.
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people of the present day....Now what we are getting at is
your lately adopted practice of spelling the name of one
of our streets--"Squemogha"--Chemogue. It seems plain
enough how different writers might spell Wa}lamet differ-
ently and yet still pronounce it the same...

But, despite the outcry from the old timers, Ireland would not
give up his fight to rename the streets. A year later he touched on
the subject again.

Spewmocquhad is a suggestive way of spelling that
outlandish name. Wish the community wou%d "spew" it all up
and give the street a new name entirely.

Ireland continued hammering away and in 1877 he managed to
arouse enough interest in the subject to have a petition signed and
presented to the common council.

Now that the business of Astoria has assumed the pro-
portions of a city and many places of businecs are so lo-
cated as to make Squemocgha, Concomly and Chenamus streets
a business center, the annoyance of speaking the names of
those streets correctly, to say nothing as to the pronun-
ciation (particularly of Squemocgha) compel businessmen to
petition for a change of nomenclature. This petition asks
that the name of Concomly be changed to First Street; that
Chenamus be changed to Second Street; Squemocgha to Third
Street, and so on until Court Street is reached, passing
south from the river front, when after passing Court Street,
the name of the next is Seventh, and so on to the summit.
There may be valid objections to the alteration of the names
of Jefferson and Astor streets, as those are proper and popular
names, but as to the three streets bearing the unpronounceable
Indian nemes ithat these do, none can object to alteration..
Water Street along the river front is well enough. The petition
has received the signatures of about 125 bona fide citizens and
will be presented,to the council at the regular meeting on Mon-
day evening next.

Although the council did not follow the wishes of the petitioners

1Weekly Astorian, November 12, 1874, p. 3.

°Ibid., July 17, 1875, p. 3.

——————

31bid., November 17, 1877, p. 3.




at this time, the streets were eventually renamed long after Ireland
had left Astoria.1 Concomly became Astor Street, Chenamus was called
Bond Street, and Squemocgha, the main street of the city, was renamed
Commercial., The streets today are all in alphabetical order beginning
with Astor and then moving south up the hill to the summit with Bond,
Commercial, Duane, Exchange and the . other streets following in order.
From west to east, the streets are numbered. Cass Street, on which the
Astorian building was located, is now 10th Street.2

There are still some residents of Astoria, however, who would like
to see the street names revert to the original ones supplied by Col.
McClure.3 Squemocgha Street may again infuriate future printers if these
citizens have their way.

A1l of Ireland's campaigns, however, were not as localized as the
one to rename the streets. Using the Astorian'’s editorial columns, he
fought for other projects which would benefit not only the town but the
~entire state. Such a campaign was the one he began in 1875 to help push
through a proposed railroad between Astoria and the Willamette Valley.

The citizens 6f Astoria, knowing that until a railroad was built
between these two points, Astoria would remain a mere secondary port
with the main flow of goods in and out of the area going through Port-
land, had been backing a movement to build this railroad since 1854.

At that time the Oregon legislature incorporated four railroad companies,

none of which materialized. 1In 1858, Astorians had asked for a charter

1Ronald Caton, City Finance Officer to writer, November 24, 1971.
2City map of Astoria, 1924, revised 1847. City Engineer's office, Astoria.

3Miss Marjorie Halderman to the writer, November 26, 1971.
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for the Astoria and Willamette Valley railroad but nothing came of it.
In 1870, a bill was passed by Congress providing a land grant for a rail-
road from Portland to McMinnville and Astoria.1

The citizens, rejoicing, incorporated the Astoria and Winnemucca
railroad but their happiness was short-lived as Holladay moved into the
Portland area and bottled up the Astoria project.2

Ireland kept a wary eye on the tangled developments of the pro-

3

posed railroad but didn't really get into the fight until 1875 when he

came out with one of his first editorials on the subject.

The most cheerful information reaches us by letter and
heresay, respecting the prospects of a railroad from Astoria
to the interior. As we have previously stated, the Winnemucca
railroad means a railroad to Astoria! So it will be. The
grain fleet for the next harvest's grain from Oregon to Europe
will some of them bring railiroad iron to be landed on a rail-
road dock at Astoria, to lﬂy a railroad next winter out of
Astorial These are facts.

The facts were wrong. No iron was laid that year. In 1876, Ireiand
was again reporting another development in the fight for the railrcad.

In consequence of the failure of Representative Lane to
bring up the Oregon Central Railroad bill in the House, we are
informed that the grants of land to aid the construction of the
railroad from McMinnville to Astoria has reverted to the govern-
ment. There is now no grant available for such purposes.

1Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 154.

2Lucia, The Saga of Ben Holladay, p. 287.

3Because of Holladay's financial interests in Astoria, it is the
author's opinion that Ireland was reluctant to criticize Holladay's part
in the bottling up of the Winnemucca project. He waited until Holladay
was out of the railrcad business before he really began to back the project.

Z+Weekly Astorian, March 4, 1875, p. 3.

5Daily Astorizn, May 6, 1876, p. 1.
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One month later, Ireland was feeling optimistic again and published

another hopeful item on the proposed railroad.
The people in Polk County are very anxious to see the

Oregon Central railroad pushed to completion. It is a fixed

fact .that Independence will be the main deport for Polk county.

Mr, Villard, the president of the company with a reviewing

party, passed through here last week on foot tﬁking an entire

length of the route from St. Joe™ to Junction.

But events were happening far from Astoria which would effect
the construction of the long-sought railroad. Henry Villard, former
Jjournalist and financier, had moved in on Ben Holladay and in 1878 took
over Holladay's stock, forcing him to withdraw from the scene.3

In 1879, Ireland was hammering away again, trying to push through
the long-awaited railroad.

Within a day or two past, the possibilities of constru-

cting the railroad from Astoria to a junction with the Oregon

Central at or near Forest Grove seem much plainer than ever

before.b It is going to require work and work is just what is

wanted.

In September of that year, he had good news for the people of
Astoria. A surveying party had been sent out earlier in the summer to
see 1f there was a practical route through the mountains to the valley.

When Ireland received the first reports from this group, he published the

following bptimistic editorial on the proposed route.

1st. Joe (St. Joseph) in Yamhill County and Junction (Junction City)
in Lane County were both established by Holladay as cities to be terminals
on his west side railroad. The railroad was never built and both towns al-
most disappeared. Junction City came alive again when it became the join-
ing point of Highways 99% and 99W.

2Dailz_5storian, June 5, 1876, p. 1.

3Oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1947) p. 263.

12

Weekly Astorian, July 2, 1879, p. 3.
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The surveying party has crossed the summit over into the
Nehalem Valley west of Saddle Mountain and report a line of
easy grades and easy construction--a distance from Astoria of
about thirty miles.

The mists that have so long overhung Astoria begin to
dispel. Let the citizens of Astoria continue to untiringly
uphold and support this work and ere many months the shrill
whistle of locomotives will afaken tvhe hills where white men
first trod seventy years ago.

Ireland decided that he would have to do more than just write
editorials if the railroad was to come to Astoria,so he made arrange-
ments to tour the area, looking over the terrain and, at the same time,
trying to muster support for the project from other communities on the
proposed line.

His second—ih-command, F. W. Ferguson, kept the Astorian readers
informed on Ireland's whereabouts during the next few days.

The last seen of the editor of the Astorian he was
spinning through the tree tops on the Western Oregon rail-
road towards Hillsboro last Sunday, in a *"special" of 20
empty cars placed at his disposal by Vige—president Kohler,
accompanied by Holman of the QOregonian.

While on his tour of inspection, Ireland took time out to look in
on other editors up and down the Willamette Valley, mustering support
for the project. Several days after returning to Astoria, he began
printing exchanges about his visit.

To Bro. Snyder of the Lafayette Courier we take off our
hat, in response to the following: D. C. Ireland, editor and
publisher of the Astorian came in upon us Saturday morning. He
is out looking at the world and talking up the Winnemucca rail-
road. Mr. Ireland is a picture of health--looking as though

they fed him well down where heBis making them such an excellent
paper. Come oftener, friend I.

1Daily Astorian, September 23, 1879, p. 2.
“Tbid., September 2L, 1879, p. 3.

3Ibid., October 4, 1879, p. 3.
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And from Junction (now dJunction City) he reprinted the following

D. €. Ireland is a printer and the Astorian is his pro-
fit. The paper is a model of typographical neatness, ably
edited, full of interesting facts and figures coTcerning the

industries and resources of the great Northwest.

Ireland also took the time to drop in and chat with the editor of

the Hillsboro Independent.

note:

D. C. Ireland of the Astorian visited Lafayette last
Saturday. Mr. Ireland also visited Hillsboro last week,
and is doing all he can through the medium of his excellent
newspaper to make the Astoria and Winnemucca railroad go, and
we hope and believe that success will crown his efforts. The
Astorian is the best weekly in Ehe state and is a credit to
the city where 1t is published.

And from Vancouver in the Washington territory came the following

The Astorian is mad, and accuses the Portland newspapers
of hiding the Winnemucca railroad under a bushel, or words to
that effect. The Astoria people need not worry themselves about
their proposed railroad for it will be built in spite of all the
combined efforts %hat all the newspapers on the coast could
bring against it.

An exchange from the McMinnville Reporter must have drawn a chuckle

from the fast~traveling Ireland.

We were more than pleased on Saturday last to clasp the
hand of Mr. D. C. Ireland, of the Astorian, who reached our
town the evening before in time to be at the Literary exercises
and give us a "little talk" and take quite an inspection tour
over Yamhill's "golden breath" on Saturday. Mr. Ireland is the
very personification of good health and genial fellowship, and
in the meantime has an eye open to enterprises always. He re-
turned on Saturday evening. Perhaps his Astorian locomotive won't
give a double bump to the Winnemuﬁca project! Boost 'em up, Bro.
Ireland; you push and we'll pull.

'Daily Astorian, October 4, 1879, p. 3.
“Ibid., October 5, 1879, p. 3.
BEQEQ., October 8, 1879, p. 3.
bIbid., October 9, 1879, p. 3.
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In November of 1879, he published another editorial on the
Winnemucca railroad.

The first division of the Astoria and Winnemucca rail-
road it is expected will be built during the year 1880. The
construction of this much will put Astoria in rail.communication

with the Wallamet valley and the city of Portland.1

The following month, while the railroading fever was at its
height, Ireland announced a meeting to discuss the railroad question.
In a long editorial he said:

The public has reason to favor the railroad project in

every imaginable and conceivable way...We have never, from

the first, permitted our faith in the enterprise to lag—-no

Astorian should allow himself for one moment to think that

the work is beyond the reach of Astoria...Consider that with-

out a railroad, Astoria will forever be a hole in the ground,

with it, quite the contrary. The place to show your hand

will be at the Courthouse next Saturday night.

The meeting held in the courthouse was a successful one. Spesches
were made by many prominent men from the town and a general subscripticn
was made.

«+.By this time, speech-making and signing the agreement became

general. Mr. John Williamson subscribing to the agreement be-

sides putting down twenty-dollar pieces in stock, Wm. Chance,

D. C. Ireland, David Ingalls, ...and nearly everyone in the

room egincing a disposition to do something, according to their

means.

During the winter months of 1879-80, following the meeting at the
Astoria courthouse, some of the enthusiasm for the project died but

by the fcllowing April, Ireland was once again on the trail of the

illusive Winnemucca-Astoria railroad. He reported on new developments

1DailX>Astorian, November 28, 1879, p. 1.

ZWeekly Astorian, December 5, 1879, p. 3.

3Ibid., December 12, 1879, p. 3.
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on the land grants given to the Oregon Central railroad.

Senator Slater today introduced by request, a bill to
restore to the public domain the unearned portion of the
Oregon Central railrczd ccmpany's grant. This is the portion
which lies between Astoria and McMinnville. The bill next
provides for granting right of way to the Astorian and Winne-
mucca railroad company for the entire line from Astoria via
McMinnville, and through the Willamet Valley and southeastern
Oregon to Winnemucca, Nevada, and authorizes to pay that com-
pany $1 per acre for all lands hereafter disposed of by the
government in even sections within the tract bounded east and
north by the Willamet and Columbia kivers, west by the Pacific
ocean, and south by the base line passing through Portland.
Payments are to be made as fast as railroad sections of twenty
miles are completed. The lands are to be subject to ordinary
homestead and pre-emption entry and also to private cash entry
at $2.50 per acre in quantities not exceeding 16C acres to any
one person, except mounfainous and timber lands, of which 220
acres may be purchased.

One week later, after investigating the existing situation, Ireland

had to report on the apparent failure of the project.

We are informed by reliable persons that there is now a
possible chance for Astoria to secure railway connections with
the Willamet Valley, but that our folk are not in a situation
to accept the proposed aid--that is to say: The Winnemucca
scheme 1s partially tied up by the precious pledges and nego-
tiations with other parties. We are sorry if this is so, because
the managers of the Winnemucca project should not have placed
themselvis in a position to reject any proposition from reliable
sources.

But the railroad was never built during Ireland's days in Astoria.

Henry Villard ran surveys of the route in 1883 and found that the cost

would

be too great for the probable benefitsa3

Astoria was finally joined to Portland by the construction of a

1baily Astorian, April 15, 1880, p. 1.

°Ibid., April 22, 1880, p. 1.

3Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 155.
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railroad line down the river in 1898 but never fulfilled the expectations
of the Astorians who had worked for so many years to bring the iron

rails from the Willametie Valley into the town.l

1Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon p. 159.




CHAPTER VII

THE MANY BIRTHS OF THE DAILY ASTORIAN

The first issue of the Daily Astorian appeared on May 1, 1876, but

it had been on the way for a long time. When Ireland began publishing

the Tri-Weekly Astorian in 1873, it was with the probable hope that it

would eventually evolve into a daily publication. Unfortunately, the
cold winter of 1873~7L forced Ireland to lower his sights a bit and in-
stead ol moving up into the daily newspaper field he was forced to cut
back to a weekly newspaper which first appeared in February of 1874.

As his financial picture improved during 1874 and 1875, he again
began to resurrect his plans for a daily newspaper. Ry the fall of 1875,
Ireland had become s0 confident of the success of the pronosed new pub-
lication that he issued another prospectus. 1In it; he explained his plans

for issuing the first Daily Evening Astorian on November 1, 1875.

At the urgent solicitation of numerous friends to the
advancement ¢f the Lower Columbia regio:, and the development
of Oregon and Washington Territory, fastern and Western, coupled
with the belief that Astoria had advanced sufficiently to jus-
tify the underteking, the undersigned wili, on or about November
1st, 1875, establish in this city, in connection with the Yeeskly
Astorian, a Daily Evening edition, fo be made up afterjthe form
and style of the original Tri-Weekly Astorian of 1873.7

lA copy of this prospectus was found in the Astor Memorial library
files in Astoria and is reproduced on page 97a. In addition to being cir-
culated in the mails, the original prospectus appeared as a supplempnt to
the Weekly Astorian on September 16, 1875.







In the prospectus, Ireland placed his rate schedule, both for

subscriptions and for advertising, and outlined his plans for the
- coverage of news. Included in the prospectus, however, was the following
statement:

This Announcement is made conditional upon the pledges
of a support equalling the assurance of success, without which
we shall not embark in the enterprise. Twenty-eight years
experience in the Printing and Publishing Business, thirteen
years of which has been acquired in Oregon, teaches us that
there are many precarious points to be considered, and as it
is not our intention to embark in the publication of a daily,
without a due understanding before hand, that failure may be
prevented, this prospectus is issued in order to ascertain
whether the requisite support can be obtained--if true, so
be it--therefore all persons affixing their signature can do
so with the knowledge that the publication shall begin as
announced if patronage to justify the enterprise is secured.
The Weekly Astorian will be continued as usual, and be made
a much better paper, by aid of the Daily Astorian, than it
is now. Your signature and support is earnestly soliciteated.

Respectfully &c.
D. €. Ireland, publisher

Apparently the "requisite support" was not obtained because the

Qaily Fvening Astorian did not appear on November 1. The Weekly

Astorian continued to be published and sent out to its regular sub-
scribers. Ireland, however, had not forgotten sbout his plans for a
daily newspaper and on April 18, 1876, he was ready to try again. On

that day, a house ad appeared in the Weekly Astorian announcing the

appearance of the new Daily Evening Astorian.

The Daily
Evening Astorian
Will Appear On
Monday, May 1lst, 1876

QOrders for
Advertising and Subscriptions to the paper
Will be received from Monday, April 10th, 1876
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"Strike while the iron is hott"
"Keep the ball rolling"
Oregon will yet be known to the Commercial World
As she should be known

We invite your cooperationand patronage, not so much for
the two-bits-a-week, but for the good it will do us all.
D. C. Ireland, Publisher

A week later, Ireland put in a short comment on the proposed daily,
this time eliminating the word "Evening" from the paper's name.

The Daily Astorian will positively appear on Monday,
May 1st, 1876. We have a hope that the telegravh line will
be so far completed by the 30th, inst., as to assure us of
dispatches from the beginning of THE DAILY. All the mater-
ials and apparatus for the line has arrived here, and very
much of it has been distributed at the points most desired.

The Daily Astorian did appear on May 1, 1876. It was a neat

appearing, five~column, four-page paper, and resembled all of Ireland's
other newspapers. The front page featured local news and many items on

the new paper, some relating to subscriptions to the Daily Astorian and

others to Ireland’'s ideas on daily publishing.

It is probable that some who may wish to become sub-.
scribers for the Daily Astorian have not been called upon
by canvassers. If you haven't sent in your name, and desire
to do so, we shall be pleased to see you at our office today.
Friends who may not wish the Weekly and the Daily may have
their balances if any be dge, credited to them in full from
this day on Daily account.

In starting the Daily Astorian we incur upon our already
heavily burdened shoulders new labors and responsibilities.
The publication of the daily will be the means of increasing
the usefulness of the Weekly Astorian. We shall make it much
better with a daily than it has ever been in the past without
this extra aid--and all we ask additional from our friends

1Weekly Astorian, April 8, 1876, p. 3.

2;@9;@., April 15, 1876, p. 3.

3Daily Astorian, May 1, 1876, p. 1.




in compensation for this incredsed value to them is that
they be prompt to furnish us with newsy items from their
various seftions~—and an occasional dollar or two whenever
it is due.

- Ireland also ran his complete subscription rates on the front
page for the convenience of old and prospective subscribers.

Served by carrier, per week ..sessssseee 25 cents

Sent by mail, three months seceescessess $2.50

Sent by mail, six months seeeeecesssssess  4eOC

Sent by mail, ONe Y€ar seeeececsesesccces 7.00
Free of postage to the Subscribers

And for his advertisers, Ireland put in an advertising rate

card.

Advertisements inserted by the year at the rate
of $1.00 per square per month.

Transient advertising, bg day or week, fifty cents
per square for one insertion.

It is obvious that Ireland was not certain whether the Daily
Astorian weuld be able to pay for itself. 1In a curiously apoloéetic
editorial, he left himself a way to retreat gracefully if revenue did not
prove to be sufficient to keep the new daily going.

Corresponding with the previous announcements we this
evening present our readers with the first edition of the Daily
Astorian. This step ahead has not been taken without some mis-
givings--but we have carefully counted the cost, and have based
our action chiefly upon the previous liberal support which has
been extended to the Weekly Astorian, making it a success in
every way for more than two years past.

Very many of our patrons, having the interest cof Astoria
at heart, and desiring to see us establish a daily newspaper
here to foster that interest, have at last given us what we
consider "“assurance, double sure" that a daily may be published
in Astoria successtully, hence we are willing to test the matter
by practicel experiment. We shall put forth every exertion pos-
sibie on our part, to make it a successful ventrue, but as we are

lDail;[ Astorian, May 1, 1876, p. 1.

“Ibid., May 1, 1876, p. 1.

31pid., May 1, 1876, p. 1.
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not possessed of a plethora of .cash we can promise nothing

to lose in this experiment. So long as the Daily Astorian

can be made to pay its current expenses, leaving us even,

in a financial point of view, we shall continue its publi-
cation, but if on the other hand, it calls for funds from

other sources in order to prolong its existence, we shall
~discontinue the publication. So far we have been able to
maintain the Astorian without bonuses of any sort since the
original denation of 1873, which enabled us to commence the
work here, and which we think has been prosecuted to the sat-
isfaction of the public at large, and in view of the fact

that a subsidized press should be despised, we hope to be able
to continue on our course only in an upright, honorable and
fearless manner, dependent for our support wholly upon the
patronage of the people whose views we may reflect, through

the columns of our Jjournal; views which may be noted for 1lib-
eral and fair dealings in all the transactions of life; views
which shall advance the theory of properly developing all of
our noble Oregcn, without prejudice to the advancement of any
other single locality or favors from any single enterprise.

As such advocate of the material industry of Oregon we are willing
to proceed and trust that the Daily Astorian may live to attain
a ripe age, and be favorable received by all classes of %he com~
munity composing the great and glorious state of Oregon.”™

Ireland’'s hope that the telegraph line would be in by the time

the first issue of the Daily Astorian came off the press was not

realized. Apologizing for the lack of national news, he put the following
story in the first issue.

There is one thing in starting a daily newspaper in Astoria
which must not be overlooked. The telegraph is not yet completed.
We shall endeavor to make the paper worthy of the support of all,
and a credit to our growing city. We start at this time because
of previous arranged plans. The first of May is the beginning
of the week, it is also the beginning of the 2nd third of the
Centennial year, and the signs are-nearer right for success
starting now, than to wait for the telegraph to be completed.

However, by May 4, Ireland was running two full columns of tele-

graphic news on his front page, indicating that the line was completed

1Daily Astorian, May 1, 1876, p. 2.

Ibid., May 1, 1876, p. 1.
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almost on schedule.
As was his custom, Ireland watched his exchanges, collected an
assortment of comments from other newspapers on the birth of the

Daily Astorian, and published them,

The first number of the Daily Astorian sits on our table
and is a neat and newsy Jlittle sheet and will be published
every evening; Sundays excepted - Oregonian

D. C. Ireland appropriately chose the first day of May on
which to bring forth his Daily Astorian-~-one of the pret-
tiest journalistic flowers that had ever decked an editor-
ial table - Portland Weekly Standard

A May flower made its appearance at Astoria on Monday even-
ing last. It is as bright and cheerful as a fresh-blown
rose, and will scatter fragrance and joy among many Qf the
inhabitants of that river town - Portland Daily Bee.

Other comments, all favorable, came from the Portland Evening

Journal, the East Oregonian, the Vancouver Independent, the New

Northwest, and the Corvallis Gazette, all of which Ireland published as

they appeared.

Unfortunately, the Daily Astorian did not live to a ripe old age

but died seven weeks later on June 19, 1976. Ireland, in the issue’
immediately preceeding the last one, gave no hints that he was planning
to kill the daily. He had made appeals for additional subscribers for

the Weekly Astorian and had offered a reduced rate.

By-the-way; without wishing to digress from the subject
any farther, now having struck it, but do you see THE WEEKLY!
This little DAILY is making a magnificent WEEKLY edition (sic)
to The ASTORIAN. Only three dollars a year; and the next six
weeks we shall receive subscriptions at one deollar and six bits
a year (in advance, of course). We do this for the simple reason
that we are tired of printing the paper in a Chinese wash-

1Daily Astorian, May 6, 1876, p. 1.
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house, pbsitive fact, and if a .few hundred new subscribers can

be had who will help us a little, we will divide profits

equally all around, and move into cur new office on the oppo-

site corner by the first day of August.

This, however, was not an unusual move for Ireland. His newspapers
were always carrying appeals for money, both for unpaid circulation and
for advertising bills. During the nine years he spent in Astoria, he
seemed to be always in need of ready cash.

Another possible factor in his decision to give up the deily

may have been the death of his good friend, S. N. Arrigoni, on June 17th,

two days before the last edition of the Daily Astorian appeared.

Mr. S. N. Arrigoni who has been a very great sufferer
for many months died at his residence in this city this after-
noon. We have only time today to report the event.

While there is no direct evidence to support the premise that

Arrigoni had been helping to finance the Daily Astorian, it is possible.
.It has already been shown that Ireland had been financed in the past
by other friends. He and the well-to-do Arrigoni had been good friends
since the time they had been in Oregon City together and if Ireland did.
have a financial "angel'" in Astoria, the influential hotel ownef would
have been the logical man to have assumed the role.

Another thing which may have forced Ireland to drop the daily was
that there was neither the room nor facilities in the old Monitor Building

3 at the time

to put out a daily newspasper. He was using an old hand press
and the problem of grinding out hundreds of copies of a daily newspaper

for six days a week, in addition to putting out the Weekly may have

1Daily Astorian, June 16, 1876, p. 1.

“Ibid., June 17, 1876, p. 1.

JWeekly Astorian, April 14, 1877, p. 3.
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become too much of a chore. It is also certain that he was short of
type.1 The combination of small quarters, an old press, and the
shortage of type may have been the factors which forced Ireland to with-
draw from the daily field much sooner than anyone had expected.

He announced the suspension of the Daily Astorian is a short article

‘which appeared at the top of the middle column on page one of the June
19, 1876 edition.

This is the last edition of the Daily Astorian which we
shall issue--at least for the present. We feel satisfied
from the experiment which has been made the past seven weeks,
that in the course of a short time we should be able to make
the enterprise pay, but at present, owing to circumstances
beyond our control and which it is not necessary to state, we
are compelled to suspend. The WEEKLY will be continued as for-
merly and will appear punctually on time while we live. Thank-
ing the citizens of Astoria generally and numerous friends out-
side the city who have generously tended to give us a hearty
support, and with the hope that we may greet you all at soms_
future day, the Daily Astorian gracefully retires--with grate-
ful feelings, mingled with the deepest regrets. Avise le fin.

With the publication of the Daily Astorian off his mind, Ireland

began to take steps to solve some of his production problems. In
September of 1876, he said:

One of the finest printing presses on the Pacific coast,
only ten days from Chicago was landed in Astoria last Monday
night, from the steamship Geo. W. Elder fcr the Astorian office.
It will probabiy be in working order next week, probably on
Tuesday, and we invite all friends to call and see the triumph
of all inventions, one of the handsomest machines that can 3
possibly be placed in motion. No time for particulars today.

1The Weekly Astorian on April 7, 1877, mentions that "one hundred
fonts of new type were added to the Astorian office this week." A&nd
again, on April il, 1877, Ireland said, "We are now awaiting about 300
pounds of new type purchased last month of Messrs. Marder, Luce & Co."

2Daily Astorian, June 19, 1876, p. 1.

3‘aleekly Astorian, September 23, 1876, p. 3.
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The press Ireland was referring to was a Jjob press capable of
printing seven colors at one time. Ireland, in December of 1876,
refers to it, calling it "the only Chromatic Press in Oregon."1

The Chromatic press was purchased to give Ireland a better chance
to compete with out-of-town firms for the contracts to print labels for
~cans of salmon, one of the most lucrative types of printing in the
Northwest at that time.

We are prepared to make contracts for Salmon labels at

the very lowest notch, and we agree to furnish Anol labels.

We have special ceauses for entering this field for this class

of work--and if our friends will give us a call, wg will

guarantee them full satisfaction in every respect.

The salmon canning business had increased from 30,505 cases
shipped out of Astoria in 1871 to 408,000 cases in 18’76.3 This would
mean that the growing industry would require over 23 million labels each
year--a sizeable business and one which Ireland probably had been watching

for several years.

During the year following the demise of Daily Astorian, Ireland

had thought about starting it up again. In the fall of 1876, he said:

1Weekly Astorian, December 9, 1876, p. 3.

2Ibid., September 2, 1876, p. 3.

3The figures on the salmon canning business were taken from one of
the two pamphlets Ireland printed, giving Columbia River salmon statistics.
A copy of this pamphlet can be found in the Oregon Historical Society
special collections room. Ireland mentions this pamphlet in the Dec. 16,
1876 edition of the Weekly Astorian when he said, "At .the request of several
prominent citizens who desire to secure copies of the promised Statistics
of Oregon's Commerce and Agriculture and the Fisheries of the Columbia
River, we have concluded to defer the publication until the first week in
January, in order that the operations of the full year of 1876 may be given
in detail in the report. As we shall not print many more copies than will
be ordered, in addition to our regular edition, parties wishing extra copies
will please send in their orders prior to the 3rd day of December."




106

The Daily Astorian will.appear on Tuesday, Oct. 10, as
a morning paper on a permanent basis. The route in Astoria
will be under the immediate supervision of a gentleman com-
petent to guarantee the utmost satisfaction in delivery to
city subscribers. Collections will be made weekly on sub-
scription accounts, and monthly on advertising accounts. We
feel confident that the time has come when the Daily will be
properly sustained. We promise to do all that is possible on
our part to insure the success of this enterprise.”

But the Daily Astorian did not appear on that date. On October 14,

there was a brief explanation.

Temporarily postponed - Unexpected circumstances over
which he had no control, last week suddenly summoned Mr.
Ireland to Salem, where his official relations as Secretary
of the Board of Pilot Commissioners during the last two years,
renders his presence called for, which compelled the postpon-
ment of the Daily on Tuesday last, as announced. So soon zs
legislative committees and other incidental business is throcugh
with, he will at once return home and carry into effect what hg
has proposed to his patrons about publishing a Daily Astorian.™

But somewhere along the line, Ireland changed his plans again.
Rather than trying to put out a daily newspaper in the old Monitor
Building, he decided to build a new buiiding designed specifically for
the production of a daily newspaper. The first indication of these plans
came on January 20,1877, when he wrote:

The lumber is arriving on the ground and mechanics are

at work upon the Astorian building. We shall want all the

funds due us now and hope that creditors will cheerfully respond,

so as to enable us to print our paper on a steam press (ordered)

in our own building, "under our own vine and fig tree' on Sat-

urday, March 31st, 1877. That's the day the contract calls for it.3

The above guotation is a bit surprising when it is learned that

1Weeklg,Astorian, September 30, 1876, p. 2.

2Ibid., QOctober 14, 1876, p. 2.

3Tbid., January 20, 1877, p. 3.
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Ireland did not lease the land1 upon which he built his building until
February 12, 1877. It is possible that he had planned to rebuild the
rickety Monitor Building, but after finding that the rotted pilings
supporting the old building would not hold the weight of a heavy press,

he changed his mind and made arrangements to lease the lot across Cass
Street from the Monitor Building. Whatever the reason, it is a matter

of record that on Feb. 1, 1877, he leased froh George Flavel "thét cer--
tain parcel of land in Block 26...commencing at a point 25 feet west of
the corner of Cass and Squemocgha Streets, thence running 50 feet south

to the center of Lot 4, Block 26, thence east 25 feet east, thence north
50 feet, thence west 25 feet to the place of beginning, being 25 feet on
Squemocgha Street and 50 feet on Cass Street.2 For this piece of properiy,
Ireland agreed to pay Flavel $15 a month in gold éoin for a period._of five
years. On March 28, 1877, another agreement was made with Flavel whereby
Ireland leased another ten feet on Cass Street, giving him 60 feet of
frontage on that street.3 |

It is interesting to note that Ireland built his building and then

1'I‘he word "land" here is a misnomer. What Ireland actually leased
was a 25 by 6C foot piece of water. At that time, the main business dis~
trict of Astoria was built twelve to twenty feet above the water. The pur-
chaser of a lot had to sink pilings and then build his building on top of
the pilings.

2There has been a special effort made here to place the location of
the new Astorian building accurately. The plague which was placed on the
corner of Commercial and 10th Streets (then Squemocgha and Cass Streets)
to commemorate the founding of the Astorian should be on the opposite cor-
ner. As we have seen Ireland had been in business in Astoria for four
years before he moved to this spot.

3

Clatsop Ccunty miscellaneous records, p. 59.



sub-leased to Charles A. Smith, a storeroom, 25 by 35 feet on the

ground floor of the Astorian Building fronting on Squemocqgha Street
for 59 months at $30 a month beginning on May 1, 1877.1 This sub-lease
left Ireland with a room measuring only 25 by 25 feet on the ground
floor of the building. It can be assumed that he put his pressroom on
‘the ground floor and the editorial quarters on the second floor.

By the end of March, Ireland was ready to move into his new

building. He ran a small notice in his Weekly Astorian notifying his

patrons of this fact.
Removal ~ The Astorian office will be removed into the
new building next week.  Call and see us. Southwest corner
of Cass a§d Squemocqha, sixty feet west of the old Astorian
building.
After a few more days, he finally did move and in the April 7th

isgue of the Weekly Astorian, he used his editorial column to apprise his

readers of this fact.

Well, here we are at last, and the Astorian greets its rea-
ders today for the first time from under its own roof. We have
this week removed to our new, spacious and comfortable apartment,
and can truly say that we have now about as nicely arranged
Printing office as can be found on the Pacific coast. This week
we have barely time to make the announcement, and if the present
edition does not meet your expectations, attribute the deficiencies
to business of an§ other nature. But we are at home and that is
our compensation.

With his usual attention to detail, Ireland added another little

note aimed for posterity.

lClatSOp County miscellaneous records, p. 60. This was a good finan-
cial arrangement for Ireland. He paid Flavel $15 a montn and received $30
a month from Smith, netting him a $15 monthly profit plus the use of the
building.

ZWeekly Astorian, March 24, 1877, p. 2.

3Ibid., April 7, 1877, p. 2.
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Even though he was operating out of his new building, not all of
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new office, Monday,

his equipment had arrived. He had ordered a new press but due to un-

foreseen difficulties, it had not arrived.

The Standard says: Mr. D. C. Ireland's new printing
office is to be run by steam power. The boiler and engine

are expected next week, and when they
publish a daily paper.

This is partly correct. OCur new
was shipped from New York on the 21st

arrive, he is going to

power-press and engine
of February wvia Cape

Horn. We do not expect them before the first or middle of

July. The Daily Astorian will probabl,

y be revived by the

Hand press before that date. We are now awaiting 300 pounds
of new type purchased last month of Messrs. Marder, Luce &
Co. but which had to Be sent for by tne San Francisco house

to the Chicago house.
In May of that same year, he inserted

steam~povier press.

another note on the missing

We were greatly disappointed when we received a shipping

raceipt for our new steam--power press

which is coming by way

of Cape Horn, expecting it would be sent overland, as the

factory superintendent well knew that
the 16th day of April last. That was

we wanted that press by
the date fixed for the

revival ofthe Daily Astorian. However, if the press was shipped
the longest way around, it is on board an excellent vessel, the
David Crockett, and is certain to be here within forty days
from date (left New York on the 21st of February). We have
concluded to revive the Daily Astorian usigg the press we have

at present, until the steam press arrives.

Certainly, things did not work out well for Ireland with his new

steam power press. He doesn't say what happened but for some reason,

it was not put into operation immediately.

subject.

1Weekly Astorian, April 7, 1877, p. 3.

2
“Ibid., April 14, 1877, D. 3.

31bid., May 26, 1877, p. 3.

In 1878, he returned to the
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Steam was raised in the. boiler of the engine at the
Astorian office yesterday for the first time and we have
every reason to expect that the engine will give entire
satisfaction and prove to be a perfect success. This is
a trial, but with the cooperation of friends and persons
interested in the growth and development of Astoria, we
shall next winter be able to run our cy}inder presses,
+semaking a fair profit for the office.

Fourteen months later, Ireland finally had the steam engine
hooked to the press and was ready to put the whole apparatus into
operation.

The Astorian today is printed by steam on our Cincinn-
ati cylinder press. The first pages of the Weekly were
printed in this manner on Monday. Tomorrow forenoon, the
inside pages of the Weekly will be run off by steam and
friends are generally invited to call and see the operation.
Everything runs smoothly, but not so smooth and readily as
will be the case in the course of a few days.é

And finally, in March, he put in one finai word on the steam-power

press.
The Astorian steam press is operated every Monday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 12 a.m., and from 10:30 p.m. to
11:30 pem. daily except Sundays. We invite friends to call at
those hourg and witness the operation of the lever that moves
the world.
During all of this fussing about the new press and all the other

| equipment, Ireland did not forget about his plans for putting out another

daily. In the late spring of 1877, the following short item appeared in

i
i the Weekly Astorian.

| This is the last week that we shall probably for some
| time offer an apology for the appearance of the Weekly Astorian.
Next week we begin the publication of the Dally Astorian on a

1WeeklX Astorian, December 21, 1878, p. 3.

2Ibid., February 25, 1880, p. 1.

3baily Astorian, March 10, 1880, p. 1.




111

New basis with plenty of room and materials to do both
papers justice. ,The Daily will be ihe makings of the
Weekly Astorian. A

The Daily Astorian finally appeared on June 5, 1877. The first

edition of the newspaper which was to be published from that day to

the present time was simply headed, Vol. 2, No. 1, and was put out
without comment by D. C. Ireland. Either he felt that he had already
issued too many explanations, plans, and excuses on the many changes in

the publication of the Daily Astorian or else he was sure that this was

the daily paper that was destined to succeed and therefore needed no
buildup.

During this time, Ireland was also constantly improving the new
building which housed the Astorian, adding to its facilities, and
improving the equipment already on hanc.

During the fall of 1877, he published a description of ths new

establisbment in the Weekly Astorian. Because it gives a good picture

of Ireland's plant and identifies his employees, it is here reprinted in

full.

Today ends the summer season of 1877, and the second volume
of the Daily Astorian. Tomorrow begins the fall of the year and
the third volume of our home daily, as an evening paper. When
we started the Daily Astorian in the spring of 1876, it was
announced that we should continue its publication only so long
as the patronage which should be bestowed on it would be suffic-
ient to sustain it, without calling upon other resources (which
we're not in possession of). We have worked untiringly and put
in every hour at our disposal tothe profitable employment of our
mind and with a proper use of our physical energies, we look back
over the past without regrets, so far as our abilities to work
and do are concerned, and the proudest memorial that can be

1Weekly Astorian, June 2, 1877, p. 3.
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produced to attest the judicious application of our earnings,
may be seen by looking at this building, which we have erected
for the convenience of the business, cr tc hear the rattle of
the machinery in use by the employees about. the working depart-
ments of the establishment.

The Astorian Office

Is pronounced by journalists and printers who have visited us
in our new quarters to rank first along with the best arranged
offices for convenience, light, and the comfort of all employed
in and about it.

Our Business Office

Under the careful supervision of Mr. €. S. Woodworth, long and
favorably known to the public of Oregon, is equal to that of any
newspaper establishment on the coast, and no man having dealings
with us will ever have occasion to regret making the acquaintance
of Mr. W.

Our Jobbing Department

Is in charge of Mr. F. W. Baltes, and is supplied with all the
stock, printing materials, presses, etc., to insure satisfactory
work in that line to all who may wish to see their cards, circu-
lars, bill-heads, letter-heads, etc., etc., done in the most ar-
tistic styles. In this connection we may add that we are not more
gratified at the success and facility with which work can be
turned out in this line, than the fact that Mr. Baltes is an
Astoria boy, and received his education in this office as a printer.
His example is worthy of emulation by the youth of our state. Ue
anticipate the time when Frank will be as popularly known as the
most artistic printer in the. land.

Our News Room

Is conducted by one of our old standbys, Mr. F. W. Ferguson, and
one of the boys of 1872 employed with us on the Bulletin when

that paper was in its zenith in Portland (Mr. Joseph A. C. Brant).
Thz news room is supmslied with one ton. of body type of the best
quality and styles, from Agate to Long Primer, arnd we are preparec
to execute as fine displayed advertising pages or reading colwmns
as any paper in the land. It may not be amiss to remark that no
matter how well a paper form may be set up in type and imposed,
unless the presswork is neatly done, its printed pages will not

go forth to the public with commendable endorsement, but in this
respect, the various editions of the Astorian speak for themselves.

The Press Room

Is under the supervision of Mr. F. S. Harding, a careful and pains-
taking young man who has recently but come to Oregon for the purpose
of bettering his ccndition from where last employed in the novel
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old State of Indiana, where, 23 years ago our maiden efforts

were made at the publishing business, after we graduated from

the office of the old St. Jo. Valley Register, then the pro-
perty of, and presided over by Hon. Schuyler Colfax. Frank has
thus far no regrets at having left Indiana and we have no regrets
that we took him into our employment upon his arrival here.

A Book Bindery.

Was added to the facilities of the establishment two months

ago, and is just now going fairly into operation. The purchase
of a large stock of bookbinder's materials, tools, etc., and

the employment of a competent mechanic to take charge of it, was
not entered upon without some misgivings, but there appeared to
be a demand for this kind of work in Astoria, and deeming it to
come within the scope of our pursuits we embarked in the enter-
prise and thus far our efforts have been rewarded so as to in-
sure success. We have some additions as yet to make to the bind-
ery, when we will be prepared to make as substantial blankbocks,
records, ledgers, as are now turned cut in the best establishments
in San Francisco.

These various departments of the Astorian, as before stated, in-
dicate to the public what has become of the earnings resulting
from the patronage that has been so liberally bestowed upon us
during the time of our operation in Astoria. It is a fact that
perhaps our office is five years ahead of the times but in this
‘respect we may say that it is expected that the Astorian must
keep ahead of the times in a measure. We did not come here with

a view of making a few thousand dollars and then go somewhere else
to enjoy it. Our endeavors to build up Astoria, advance her wealth
and importance, and assist in developing her natural resources,
and establishing her claims to rank second to no other point on
the Pacific slope as a leading commercial center, is a pleasure

tc us, and here visitors will upon all proper occasions find us

at the helm in

Our Editorial Sanctum

¥hich has been especially arranged for all the drudgery that can

be put upon us in this capacity. Our paper does not partake of

the "metropolitan style" of newspapers in many particulars such

for instance as the cramming of columns with verbiage called tele-
graphic news, to the exclusion of more valuable and sensible read-
ing matter. We are not partial to publishing minute details of
revealing and nauseating social scandals. But for matters calculated
to enlighten the stranger and advance the prosperity of Oregon and
the great basin and valley of the Columbia River, this is no sealed
book and when one opens the pages of the Astorian, daily or weekly,
he does not turn away from the contemplation of things superficial,
but sees and reads something from which to derive some benefit.
Thus we hope to continue, and with your support, kind patrons, we
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shall certainly succeed. Our journal (your journal more
properly speaking) may go on with the business community and
become more widely known and popularly appreciated, claiming
that for enterprise and reliability it is certainly equalled
by none of our contemporaries, and excelled by few American
Journals. 1In time we hope to make the paper of the Pacific
and we promise not to weary in working forward to that point

while we live, and enjoy good health.f

In addition to his regular help, Ireland had to rely occasionally
on one of the many tramp printers who came through‘the area. Astoria
was a favorite stopping place for them because from this point, they
could travel either south to California or north to Seattle or Tacoma.
Most of these men were wanderers and heavy drirkers and frequently
came to Ireland's door without a cent to get them out of town. Ireland
wrote a description of an encounter he had with one of these men-—a
printer named Haslett.

An old quarter that never seems to have done anyhody
any good further than to sit in a tray and represent collectors
since 1850, was paid to the wandering (type-pilgrim) Haslett
in Astoria this week. Haslett is a good typo--he is a tra-
veler also; having gone to the ends of the earth on foot seek-
ing employment, and--whiskey. He put in two weeks steady,
faithful work at the case in this office up to noon yesterday,
when w2 paid him off that he might embark on the Californian
for Victoria whether he was drifting--but the sight of that
bright old quarter among the coins we gave him was too much
for his idea of propriety and he started the quarter on the
rounds of usefulness as a quarter, in doing which he missed
the steamer, is again a delegate from the Police-court. Poor
tramp. When he came here he was a most pitiable looking object.
He didn't have a shirt on his back; we dressed him up in a new
sult of old clothes, put clean shirts on him, and had a hope
that he would leave Astoria a better man than when he came
here, but alas; it was hope and charity wasted.”

One of Ireland's exchanges, the Portland Bee, saw the story and

made fun of Ireland's "new suit of old clothes" so Ireland reprinted

the Portland Ree story and added a comment of his own.

1Weexly Astorian, September 1, 1877, p. 2.
2Tbid., May 4, 1876, p. 3.



Yes, and we felt sorry for the clothes, to see 'em
bending over big rocks, McAdzmizing Court and Wall Streets
with a sledge-hammer, on a corporaticn job of "3 days and
costs.”
Generally, the years following the establishment of the Tri-ieekly
Astorian were good ones for Ireland, for his newspapers, and for the

town of Astoria. There had been some good times and some bad ones, but

now that the Daily Astorian had finally caught on and was prospering, the

best years were still ahead.

Ireland had been good for the town during the three years he had
been a resident. He had made his newspapers powerful weapons in the
fight to uplift the morals cf the town and put them at the disposal of
the city's elements interested in making Astoria a better place in
which tc live. He had campaigned for city, county, and state improvements
in transportation, communications, safety, and economy. He had avoided
petty politics and nad given his readers an accurate appraisal of the
political issues of the day. He had encouraged industry, residential
development,, municipal improvements, and cultural achievements. And
finally, by investing a portion of his profits in a new building, he had
demonstrated that he was willing to put a portion of his profits back
into improvements designed to enhance the appearance of the city.

The press of Astoria, under the guidance of Ireland, was living up

to its ideal as a socially responsible institution.

IWeeklg Astorian, May 4, 1876, p. 3.




CHAPTER VIII

SOMETHING MUST BE DONE

The first issue of the Daily Astorian which appeared in the

town on June 5, 1877, carried a story on the one hazard Astoriané
dreaded most--fire. Four days before the first issue appeared, fire
struck the downtown district of Astoria, destroying a large section of

the town.

The fire spread so rapidly that it speedily enveloped
the surrounding buildings belonging to Messers. Geo. B. Mc-
Ewen, W. S. Kinney, &nd Mr. Nolan, embracing everything ten-
able on the block bounded by lLafayette, Concomly, and Wash-
ington Streets...then it spread across Lafayette catching
the building kept by Session & St. Louis.™

At the conclusion of his story, Ireland made a plea for increased
fire protection for the vulnerzble town.
It was indeed a close call, and although it has cost
from $20,000 to $30,000, if the lesson it teaches can be
rightly applied, perhaps it will be a benefit to the city.
Now we hope that something can be done immediately to place

the ciyy on a basis for some protection. But for that fire
engine™ that has been condemned.and offered for sale, Astoria

might now possibly be ir ashes.j
Ireland had good cause for alarm. "The city was of frame construc-

tion with the buildings constructed on wooden pilings high above the

water. In the main section of the downtown business district, the streets

1DailgrAstorian, June 5, 1877, p. 1.

2The engine, purchased in 1870, was a small one and not capable of
controlling large fires. Earlier, there had been a move to dispose of it
and purchase a larger machine but nothing had been done.

3Dail,y Astorian, June 5, 1877, p. 1l.
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were all made of wooden planking, also built up on pilings. When a
fire began, it would burn not only through the upper parts of the
buildings but also along the pilings and planking underneath, moving
through the wooden underpinnings of the town with ease, buffeted and
carried along by the strong winds which continually blew in from the
river to the west.1

Ireland had recognized these same dangers much earlier and had
urged the city to put in measures to minimize the chance of a fire

destroying Astoria. In his Weekly Astorian six months before the fire

of 1877, he had said:

- Everything partaking of business about Astoria is
rushed along at top notch of high pressure just now. We
tinink people ought to halt long enough to take a breath
and realize where they would come out in case of a fire.
This week we spent a day canvassing the heart of the city,
to ascertain what proportion of business is insured. We
find that fully nine-tenths of all the property invested in
buildings and stocks is at the mercy of the elements. In
other words, for the want of proper appliances to suppress
a conflagration, insurance companies have advanced rates to
such figures that scarcely anyone can afford to insure. Now
we simply ask the question. Would it be better to go on
this way until ten times the coast of these appliances is
consumad in one sweeping fire? Or would it not be better to
go immediately to work to provide means for extinguishing fires,
lessening the rates of insurance, and Etimulating the people
with greater confidence in themselves.

At that time, in spite of Ireland's best efforts, the common council
had been reluctént,to spend money for fire protection. But the narrow
escape the city had experienced on June 2, 1877, aroused the council from
its lethargy and, as Ireland rather sarcastically reported, began to take

steps to lessen the dangers of destruction by fire.

1Lockley, History of the Columhia River Valley, n. 250.

2Weekly Astorian, January 27, 1877, p. 2.
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The common couacil at its.last meeting evinced a dis-
position to step ahead a pace or so, and complete the nego-
tiations for one or more steam fire engines for Astoria.
These engine are to be for service, black work predominating.
The blanks for a contract for these engines have been in the
hands of the committee on fire and water for several weeks,
and it is a matter deeply regretted now that negotiations were
not promptly closed at once. For fear that some may think we
are particularly interested in some particular machine, we
waive all preferences and say, g0 on gentlemen, do your best;
for God's sake, do something.

One week later, a small notice appeared in the columns of the

Daily Astorian.

All citizens who are interested in forming a new fire
company will please meet at t?e Court~house Thursday even-

ing next at 7 o'clock, sharp.

Until this time, Astoria had only one volunteer fire department
which had been formed in 1870. The members had purchased an engine
which arrived in Astoria in October of 1870, and on October 5th the
company drilled for the first time. Unfortunately, when the fire of
1877 broke out, the fire department's equipment was old and worn out.
Two of the five sections of hose burst during the fire and all of the
buckets and ladders were destroyed.b

On June 19, 1877, Ireland reported that "five hundred feet of

Buchtel's hose and a hose carriage had been purchased."5

1Daily Astorian, June 7, 1877, p. 1. Too often the engines were
purchased for show rather than service. '"Black work" meant that the
engines must be designed for fire fighting primarily.

2Daily Astorian, June 7, 1877, p. 1.
3Tvid., June 12, 1877, p. 1.

bMiller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 69.

5Daily Astorian, June 19, 1877, p. 1.
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In the same issue, Ireland reported the formation of Astoria's
second volunteer fire department, Rescue No. 2.1 A site was selected
for the new department's building and a fire house was erected.2

Under the direction of Ireland, then mayor of Astoria,3 the council
put through an ordinance on June 20, 1877, calling for new regulations
on tin fluesb in the city, stipulating the fire warden's duties, and
setting penalties for having combustible materials near buildings in the
downtown section of Astor'ia.5

Ireland and the council drew up ordinances on August 18, 1877,
which set new rules for the two fire departments.

A new steam fire engine arrived in Astoria in September of 18777
and on October 3rd, Ireland reported on the first trial of the new
engine in a sprightly story which appeared on page one with a three-
deck head.

Evening before last, Rescue Engine Company No. 2,
having received their new steam engine in tip top order,

marched down to Capt. Flavel's wharf and challenged the
steam pump owned by that gentleman for a pumping contest.

1Dai}y Astorian, June 19, 1877, p. 1.

2Miller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 70.

3Ireland had been elected mayor of Astoria in 1876. His career as
mayor is discussed in detail in Chapter IX of this thesis.

hBricks were an expensive commodity in Astoria and most of the
chimneys were made of tin. The damp Astoria weather soon rusted these
out and the new ordinance set up regulations for replacements.

SDaily Astorian, June 23, 1877, p. 2.

6Ibid., August 18, 1877, p. 2.

7Ibid., September 27, 1877, p. 1.
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It should be stated possibly-that Capt. Flavel's pump is a
monster...but this fact was no terror to Rescue No. 2, and
the bright little steamer backed up, tock suction, gave the
signal to pass, and threw a lively stream, receiving the

plaudits of the multitude assembled to witness the contest.

But a more ludicrous scene could not be imagined, every-
body excited, boys hooting and frantically played along the
hose. 0l1d men stood back, aghast at such juvenile reckless~
ness; fair maidens giggled and kept clear of the spray; excited
leaders shouted till hoarse; everybody wanted to hold the pipe,
and as many as could possibly get a hand on it assisted in
hoiding the same. Capt. F., confident of success, calmly
walked the Occident plaza....Did you see how often No. 2
jammed their patent resting machine into the new wharf? Did
you see how often they aimed high and how many homeless canines
were introduced to a flood tide? How frantic mothers sought
missing children; wives dissipated husbands; fond loving maids
delinquent sweethearts; enraged landlords impecunious boarders.
Did you miss all this, stranger? If so, you missed one of the
most important experiments ever attempted in this city, which,
although disastrous to dignity snd attempted enterprise has
proven that the old way is thelbest way and affords the most
gratification to both parties.

A third fire company, the Alert Hook and Ladder Company No. 1,
had also been organized in July of 1877, and in October, 1879, Rescue
No. 3 company was formed, giving the small town four volunteer fire
units.

Ireland combined his efforts to secure fire protection for the
town with his desire to see a roadway built between Astoria and Upper
Astoria when he wrote an account of a fire in the upper town.

The beauties of a highway system connecting these two
towns were observed yesterday at the time of a fire which
destroved Devlin and Company's mess house. Is it not a burn-
ing shame and a disgrace to allow decade after decade to pass
by without conrectnng these towns by some sort of decent high-
way? Please tell us what is the reason. The fire companies of

the city rushed to the assistance of Mr. Deviin but were wholly
unable to do any good, solely because they could not get to

1Da.il;y Astorian, October 3, 1877, p. 1.

2Miller, Clatsop County, Oregen, p. 73.
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the fire with the engine.1

Ireland's worst fears came true after he had sold the Astorian
and moved on to other places. In 1883, a fire broke cut and swept the
entire waterfront east to Seventeerith Street, burning down in the
process the huge warehouse owned by the Oregon Railway and Navigation
Company.2

In 1922, fire destroyed forty valuable acres in the heart of
Astoria, burning property and buildings valued at $11 million. Thirty-
two blocks in the main business district were completely destroyed in-
cluding the Astorian Building.>

The city finally learned its lesson the hard way. The citizens
rebuilt the town, this time replacing the wooden streets and pilings
with concrete supports, filled in with sand dredged from the river. The
council adopted strict fire codes with the results that all new con-
struction was of a modern fire-proof type.h

Two important events in Ireland's personal life led him into one
of his most ardent crusades; the fight for a hospital to be built in
Astoria which would be able to take care of injured workers, sick
persons, and which would also be available for use when an epidemic of
diptheria or scarlet fever hit the isolated river community.

The first event occurred just before hs proudly wrote the following

story for the Weekly Astorian.

1
“"Weekly Astorian, July 21, 1877, p. 3.

2Lockley, History of the Columbia River Valley, p. 234.

31vid., p. 250.

hbid., p. 256.
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To Our Family Friends: .

At ten o'clock on the 10th inst. the good Lord sent
to us another boy. Wife and child dcing well, under the
careful attention of Rev. Dr. {rang. The little stranger
was heartily welcomed and is tenderly received into our
little family with the hope that he may live and become a
strong, useful man, in whom the state and society may feel
a pride. His presence does not lessen our affections for
the one sister, and the three brothers, who have preceded
him here, nor the one we left behind us, our eldest son,
absent in Michigan. Wif'e and self are happy in our poss-
essions., D. C. I.l

The "little stranger," Francis Connor Ireland, was named after

the captain of the Geo. W. Elder, a steamship then in the harbor at

Astoria. Although Ireland did not mention it, the child was born

aboard the Geo. W. Elder. There was no hospital in the city at that

time, and, because it was a difficult birth, Mrs. Ireland was taken
aboard Capt. Francis Connor's ship where medical assistance was avaii~
able. - Both Mrs. Ireland and the child were saved, although the oraeal
left Mrs. Ireland an invalid for many months. In gratitude, Ireland

named the boy after the captain of the Geo. W. Elder.2

The second event occurred about a year later when an obviously

broken-hearted Ireland printed two items in his Weekly Astorian in

Deptember of 1878, The first was a brief item at the top of page 3.

DIED

In Astoria, September 7, 1878, from injuries received
by the kick of a frightened horse, Harry Lawrence, son of D.
C. and Olive M. Ireland, aged 11 years, 2 months ard 14 days.

1Weekly Astorian, May 12, 1877, p. 3.

2Interview with Jeanne Ireland Allen, April 9, 1972,



l.eaves have their time to fall

And flioweres to wither at the north
wind's breath,

And stars to set - but all

Thou hast a:l sgasons for thine own,

oh, Death!I

The other item appeared at the top of his editorial column.

Loss of a Beloved Boy

We feel under lasting obligations for the many friends who
rendered valuable assistance and tendered their heartfelt
sympathies to us and ours during the terrible afflictiocns

of the past few days. To die is the fate of all. It is

only a gquestion of time when the very best of mankind must
yield to the final decree. The saying: "Those whom the

Lord love die early" must be applied to our darling Harry,
whose sweet nature and amiable disposition endeared him to
all with whom he bore acguaintanceship on earth; truly his
life was a happy one, while here, and we shall always belisve
will be so beyond this vale of tears. He was laid awvay in the
silent city of the dead con Monday, his grave surrounded by
sympathizing friends.

His death was caused by the kick of a frightened horse,
on Col. Jas. Taylor's Smith Point ranch, last Saturday where
the little fellow had gone with some of his playmates for
amusement, always welcomed by the kind family living threre.
Just how he came to be killed none perhaps can ever tell, it wes
so sudden, and so unexpected to him that he probably met death
with no feelings of pain, dying as he had always lived, Jjoyocusly
and happy in his play, at the last moment. It is a great sac-
rifice to our little family to give up such a noble child, but
it was the will of God, and we humbly bow in submission to the
decree.”

Although Ireland had been concerned about the lack of a hospital

before, the problems arising from his son's difficult birth in 1877, and
his other son's tragic, accidental death the following year stimulated
Ireland to czmpaign for a hospital in Astoria. Earlier, he had seen

injured fishermen die because of a lack of adeguate medical. facilities.

1Week1X_Astorian, September 14, 1878, p. 3.

zIbid., September 14, 1878, p. 3.
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Many of these men had nc families in the area and, when injured, had to
depend on the people of trhecity for assistance.

It is about time that the United States, the county
of Clatsop, and the city of Astoria, combined and proceeded
for a nhospital of some kind for the care and keeping of in-
digent persons. Almost every day the private purses of our
liberal citizens are avpealed to for aid to some worthy dis-
tressed person..,.Sailors find no home here; citizens no
place nf refuge.

The towr did have several doctors practicing there at the time.
Dr. F. Crang, physician and surgeon, had his office at his residence at
the corner of Cecurt and Lafayette Streets, while M. Dallas Jennings (all
calls promptly tended to, day and night), had his office on Cass Street.2
In addition to these two docters, Mrs. Dr. Burr, homeopathic physician
physician and electrician, advertised that she treated all chronic di-
seases and disezses of women and children, (midwifery a specialty).’j

But vroblems with the sick continued. Each time there was an out-
break of diptheria, scarlet fever, or one of the other diseases which
pericdically swept through the city, a new move would be made to get a
hospital for Astoria.

There are several cases of diptheria. A death occurred

night before last in the family of Mrs. Byers, and three other

cases still exist in the same family. Mrs. Byers was alone and

her sorrows were heart-rending. It seems almost impossible to

secure nurses, and it is time that the good people of Astoria

aweke to the necessity of establishing in ocur Widst some system
on the hospital plan for the care of the sick. "

.
“Daily Astorian, July 13, 1877, p. 1.

22239‘? August 17, 1877, p. L.
el .
“Ibid., August 18, 1877, p. 6.

L;g;g., May 25, 1880, p. 3.
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In July, 1880, Ireland published the following hopeful story on
the possible establishment of a hospital in the city.

It is rumored in town that Geo. Hume, Esq., has dis-
posed of a certain part of his real estate, known as the
Arrigoni property, and that the fine house thereon will be
converted into a hospital to be superintendended by the
sisters on the same plan as the St. Vincent's hospital in
Portland. We trust for suffering humanity the rumor may
prove true. Such an institution has been, and still is,
much needed in our city, and the property mentioned is
admirably adapted for it.

The people of Astoria rallied to support the proposed hospital.
The Astorian commented on this movement in July, 1880.

The following is a partial list of the amounts which
have been subscribed to aid the hospital to be established
in this city...a total of $1720.

It is understood that the hospital which will be in
the building known as the Arrigoni house, will be ready for
patientﬁ by the middle of August or the first part of Sep-
tember. )

Then, in the latter part of July, the Astorian published tne long-
awaited notice.

We are glad to announce that the sisters of charity have
taken possession of the property lately purchzsed from WNr,
Geo. W. Hume for a hospital and they will be ready to receive
patients by the middle of next month. The buildings and the
grounds are well located for the purpose, and we doubt not
that many invalids from the interior will be glad to avail
themselves of the advantages and benefits such an institution
offers, where they will receive the very bestof medical treat-
ment and care, combined with the well known bracing effect of
a healthy scsa breeze. This hospital was one of the ?eeds of
Astoria. It is supplied sooner than we anticipated.

Two weeks later, Ireland ran a very short notice of the opening

1Weekly Astorian, July 2, 1880, p. 3.

“Daily Astorian, July 8, 1880, p. 3.

31bid., July 28, 1820, p. 3.
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of the new hospital.
The new Astoria hospital, in the property lately sold
to the Sisters of Mercy by Mr. Geo. Hume, will be opened
next week under the name of Charity Hospital.

In his Weekly Astorian of September 10,1880, Ireland had a long

commentary on the new hospital.

We were pleased to note the preparations which are
being made at this new institution yesterday. It is an
institution long needed at Astoria...Astoria has besn with-
out a place where the sick and disabled perscns could re-
ceive that care needed to build up a broken constitution
or help a fractured limb...we predict for St. Mary's a
reputation in the ngar future as wide-spread as the now
famous St. Vincent.

One week later, Ireland, still watching the¢ development of the
new hospital, published another story on it.

The sisters are as busy as they be preparing, and in
a few days more will have the interior very nicely arranged.
They gratefully acknowledge receipt of a carpet for the par-
lor floor from a gentleman of this city and many other gifts
and favors from the pﬁblic. The benefits of this hospital
are already apparent.

The new hospital also brought additional benefits to the city.
In September, Ireland announced that:

The United States Marine hospital has been restored to
Astoria. Collector Hare yesterday notified the Sisters of
Charity at St. Mary's Hospital that future cases here under
the laws of Congress would be given to the institution at
Astoria. The county authorities have also designated St.
Mary's as a home for the indigent sick of Ciatsop County.

p)

1Dailz;Astorian, August 14, 1880, p. 3.

2Apparently Ireland had assumed that the hospital would be named
after the Sisters of Charity and then later found that the name of the
hospital was to be St. Mary's.

jWeek;y Astorian, September 10, 1880, p. 3.

ADaily Astorian, September 17, 1880, p. 3.

’Ibid., September 24, 1880, p. 2.
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The combination of a daily and a weekly newspaper enabled Ireland

to cover the news of the city in a much more thorough manner than he

had been able to do earlier with the Tri-Weekly Astorian and the Weekly
Astorian.

Using the additional space and the more frequent appearance of
the paper, he was able'to give daily shipping reports on all vessels
entering and leaving the river, a cervice impcrtant to all of the
merchants and businessmen in Astoria and in the rest of the state.

He covered a2ll meetings and reported on the proceedings in detail..
He was also able to investigate problems peculiar to Astoria and help
the citizens find solutions to these problems through his editorial

columns.

The Daily Astorian proved to be a poweriul weapon in transforming
hstoria from an isolated river town to a bustling commercial center.
Ireland was vleased with his new daily newspaper and the city of Astoria

was delighted with the coverage Irelaund was able to provide.



CHAPTER IX
IRELAND'S POLITICAL ADVENTURES

Because of his prominence, it was inevitable that sooner or later
Ireland would be considered for public office. He had said earlier that
he had "retired from politics for no individual or party errors of our
own,"1 and he had kept that resolution during his early years in Astoria.
Even in the columns of his newspapers, he had maintained a non-political
viewpoint, claiming complete independence from any political affiliation.2

In 1876, a move was made by prominent citizens of Clatsop and
Tillamook Counties to place his name in nomination for the office of
representative to the Oregon legislature from the combined districts. He
publicly declined the nomination on April 22nd of that year, and then,
after hearing about a move to place his name in nomination again on an
independent ticket, he wrote an editorial on his position, headed it

*"Positive and Emphatic,'" and put it on the front page of the Daily Astorian,

I understand that it is the intention to use my name in
the Independent political meeting called to meet at the Court-
house this evening, in connection with the office of joint
representative for Clatsoe arnd Tillamook Counties. Having pub-
licly cdeclined the nomination on April 22nd, previous to the

1oriWeekly Astorian, July 1, 1873, p. 2.

2Daily Astorian, May 22, 1876, p. 2.
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assembling of either convention, for the reasons then clearly
set forth, and both political parties having since that date
placed their tickets in the field, and feeling satisfied with
their action, I now positively and emphatically again refuse
to accept, and beg that none of my friends will introduce my

name to the convention. D. C. Irelandl

In an editorial which appeared a few days later, Ireland had a
few more words to say on the subject of politics.
v When this campaign is over, and the people again settle
down to their usual avocations without the fuss of political
strife to ruffle their usually mild temperaments, we feel
confident they will accord us the principles of fairness, on
all subjects, which we claim for the Astorian, and will forget
some very ridiculous motives attributed to us in our capacity
as an honest, fair-minded, independent journalist. Ve have
claimed independence on all topics since the beginning.,of our
enterprise here, and shall still continue to claim it.”™
However, by the following August, he had been nominated for the
2
office of mayor of Astoria and had accepted the nonor.” It was obwvious
that Ireland did not consider the office a political one. In a very
brief story in which he announced the results of the election, he said:
At the municipal elections held in this city on Monday
last, the following officers were chosen for the coming year:
Mayor, D. C. Ireland;...Politics were ruled out, and Ehe can-
didates were severally elected irrespective of party.
It is quite clear that the officials elected in August, 1876,

were memters of an independent municipal reform group. Immediately

after the election, a number of ordinances were passed aimed directly

1Daily Astorian, May 19, 1876, p. 1.

Ibid., May 22, 1876, p. 2.

3Weekly Astorian, August 5, 1876, p. 3.

“bid., August 12, 1876, p. 3.
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-at some of the undesirable elements in Astoria.

On September 4, 1876, at a regular meeting of the new city council,
presided over by Mayor Ireland, a number of new ordinances were passed,
the first of which made it illegalin Astoria to maintain slaughterhouses,
outhouses, cesspools, and piles of garbage and fish offal within certain
specified areas of the downtown section of the city.1

Another ordinace aimed directly at the great number of new saloons
and taverns constantly springing up along the waterfront prohibited them
from employing women on the premises or dispensing alcoholic beverages
without a city license.2 By this method, Ireland and the council hoped
to be able to control many of the social problems constantly arising
in this district.

A third ordinance passed by the council that evening defined
vagrancy and set up penalties for those persons picked up and identified
as vagrants.3

A second group of ordinances passed at the same time were aimed at

making certain needed improvements in the city. Three of these had to
do with the planking, grading, and maintaining of Main, Washington, and
Chenamus Streets.z'L Tied in with this ordinance was another one which
regulated the manner of making street improvements.5

And finally, an ordinance was passed to allow the construciion of

1Weekly Astorian, September 28, 1876, p. 3.

2Ibid., September 28, 1876, p. 3.
3Ibid., September 28, 1876, p. 3.
AIbid., September 30, 1876, p. 3.

°Ibid., September 30, 1876, p. 3.



131

a sewer on Washington Street, the first one to be put in the town.1
Up to this time the residents had relied on the fact that the tide
came in and out of the city twice a day, taking with it all of the
accumulated sewage under the buildings and streets of the town.

In his first annual message,2 Ireland set forth his views on
the immediate and long range needs of the city. He had already spoken
out on many of these needs earlier in his newspapers.

Among other things, he called for a survey to be made of the city
which would establish street levels. Before this time, individuals had
builtand .planked the streets in front of their establishments without
any regard for other streets in the vicinity. When the various streets
finally met, there was often a sudden change in elevation which had to
be offset by an equally sudden incline or decline. At other places
the streets did not meet perfectly and a sudden jog had to be put in
to connect the two streets.

Ireland also urged that the health ordinances of the city be en-
forced to cut down on the number of deaths resulting from diptheria and
scarlet fever, and suggested that all ordinances passed by the council
be printed in "some newspaper in the city having general circulation.™
This may have sounded like an appeal for the city to advertise in his
papers since they were the only ones in town. But, as Ireland pointed out,
many citizens would not know about the ordinances unless they were printed

and distributed in the town.

1Weekly Astorian, September 30, 1876, p. 3.

2Ibid., January 6, 1876, p. L. The complete text of Ireland's
message may be found in this issue. :
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Referring to the lack of fire fighting equipment in the city,
Ireland suggested that the council purchase "a steam fire engine with
hose and hose carriages." He also recommended that the city purchase
a steam plunger pump and that street mains of cast iron pipe be laid
throughout the city and that hydrants be erected "at convenient distances
throughout the business porticns of the city."

Ireland attacked tne system whereby Chinesse residents of the
city were allowed to build and use buildings over undrained blocks or
lots in the city and suggested this practice be prohibited until the
piecesoi property could be drained.

And finally Ireland suggested that the time had come when the
need for bebtter communication with Adair's Astoria1 was urgent and
recommended a speedy extension of Sguemocgha Street (now Commercial
Street) from the eastern end of Astoria to Upper Astoria, qreating
one city from the two isolated districts.

Ireiand served the town of Astoria as mayor from August, 1876, to
August, 18’,78,2 He then retired from politicé and turned all of his
attention to the publishing of his newspapers. In 1880 he was elected
mayor again and served until 1881 when he resigned at the time he sold
the Astorian.

In his second election, he was opposed by W. W. Parker, former

editor of the Astoria Marine Gazette. But because of the solid gains

the town had made during Ireland'stenure, he won a majority. In the first

1 . . . . .
Adair's fAstoria was a district east of Astoria known as Upper
Astoria. The two towmns were separated by two miles oi beach.

2Lockley, History of the Columbia River, p. 258.




ward, he received 227 votes out of a tgtal of 311 cast. In the second
ward, his majority was 18.1

Ireland was pleased by his election but made light of it in the
columns of the Astorian.

Congratulations have been extended to the Editor of
the Astorian from various sources of late, all of which are
duly and truly appreciated.. Our elevation tc the position for
which we have just been elected does not make us proud; the
Astorian will be sold to one and all as usual, at the reduced
rates of $2 for the year 1880, for the Weekly and Daily at 75¢
per month by mail. In this respect we invite our friends to
roll up as large majorities as possible. The larger the majority,
the more abundant good can be accomplished, and the mgre grate-
ful we shall feel. It is "money makes the mayor go."”

Ireland, during his years in Astoria, had also held other offices;
some appointive and some elective. In 1873, he was the secretary of
the Astoria Chamber of Commerce, a position created for him at the time

he established the Tri-Weekly Astorian.

In December of 1878, a news story appeared in the Weekly Astorian

on a meeting of the Pilot Commissioners.

At a meeting held December 13, 1878, the Pilot Commissioners
for the Columbia and Willamette Rivers met in Astoria. D. C. Ire-
land was re-appointed secretary of the Board, under the provjsions
cf the statute and his compensation fixed at $600 per annum.

He had held this position for several years and resigned on January

ind during this same year Irelond received a second major

1 . . )
“Daily Astorian, December 1,, 1879, p. 1.

“Ibid., December 11, 1879, p. 1.

3 <y . -
“Tri-Weekly Astorian, September 2, 1873, p. 1.

A
"{eekly Astorian, December 21, 1878, p. 3.

Sggig,, February 1, 1880, p. 3.
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appointment. He ran the following announcement of this in the Weekly
Astorian.

A Washington dispatch of the 26th of March, published in
New York says: In pursuance of a resolution of the executive
committee of the American Chamber of Commerce, passed at a
recent meeting in this city, an influential committee of mem-
bers of the chamber has been formed to establish a national
bureau for the collection and publication of mining reports and
a museum for the exhibition of specimens of ore, maps, reports,
models of mining machinery, etc. A suitable place near the
Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, will be occupied for these pur-
poses on the 1st of May, next....The committee has alreaay re-
ceived communications from nearly all the secretaries of states
and territories in the union, as well as from many other prom-
inent officials and leading mine owners and capitalists. The
following named gentlemen form the committee, and have power
to add to their number....D. C. Ireland, Editor, Astorian, Astoria,
Oregon.

A second honor came to Ireland during that same month when hs was
elected as one of the six delegates from Oregon to the Republi.can
national convention to be held in Chicago in June of 188O~2

Ireland tegan making plans to attend both of these meetings on the

same trip. He asked for and was granted a leave of absence for three

3

months from his duties as mayor of Astoria. He also took space in his

newspaper to run and offer for his friends and business associates in Astoria.

The editor of the Astorian will be pleased to attend to
business for people generally, in any part of the Atlantic or
Western States during his absence. Prior to July 15th corres-
ponderice mey be addressed: D. C. Ireland, 141 Broadway, New York;
Hebitt House, Washington; or in care of A. Booth & Co., Chicago,
I1linois. After that date Mr. Ireland will be on his way home,

Yeekly Astorian, April 16, 1880, p. 3.

“Ibid., April 30, 1880, p. 3.

37vid., May 21, 1880, p. 3.
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via Idaho and Eastern Oregon.1
He also made arrangements for some of his employees to take his
place at the helm of the newspapers during his awssence.

The editor leaves today by steamship State of Cal-
ifornia, on a visit to the east. During our absence, the
business of the office will be conducted by our clerk, Mr.
C. S. Woodworth, who is authorized to issue orders in our
name. The editorial department will be in the hands of Mr.
C. Holden, and the mechanical department in the hands of our
faithfuXr foreman, Mr. Frank W. Baltes.

Very respectfglly,
D. C. Ireland

Holden couldn't resist poking a little fun at Ireland and, in
his first editorial, alluded to Ireland's 260 pounds3 when he said:
When the departed chief made the request that we should
fill the editorial chair during his three months absence for
his country's good, believing that the chair bore a due pro--
portion to the size of his corporate body, we realized the
utter impossibility of such an undertaking and emphatically
said, "No." He, however, undertook to persuade us that by a
little tact; management, and perseverance we might very easily
swell to the dimensions required in an editor, and said hs
felt so convinced we could do it that he wouldn't take no for
an answer,
Ireland apparently made the trip alone. He never does mention his

wife nor his family in any of the dispatches he sent back to the Astorian

months ireland was in the east.
He took this opportunity to become a traveling correspondent for
the Astorian and ccnstantly sent back long letters from different parts

of the couniry, all of which were published in either the Weekly or the

1Weeklz_ﬁ.storian, May 21, 1880, p. 2.
“Daily Astorian, May 14, 1880, p. 1.

|
|
|
|
|
|
| so it can only be assumed that they remained in Astoria during the three
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|

3Ireland gained over 100 pounds during his years as editor of the Astorian.

byeexly Astorian, May 21, 1880, p. 2.
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Daily Astorian. On May 17, he reported on San Francisco and then addad

that he would be leaving the next day overland to the east coast.1
His next letter, written in Chicago, is a long account of his
travels in that city. He mentions visiting old newspaper friends such

as Joseph Medill of the Chicago Tribune, and W. F. Storey of the Times

and then writes a long account of the Republican convention and the fight
then going on between Blaine and Grant for the nomination.2

Back in Astoria, Holden was trying to keep track of constantly-
moving editor of the Astorian. 1In one of his issues, he reprinted an

item from the Mishawaka Enterprise, a newspaper Ireland had founded in 1855

From the Mishawaka (Indiana) Enterprise, May 28th, we
clip the following: "D. C. Ireland, of Astoria, Oregon, an
old Mishawaka boy and a former editor of the En+erpr1oe, is
in Chicago as one of the delegates from Oregcn to the Repub-
lican national convention next week. Monday's Chicago Tri-
pune contained an interesting interview with him.

Ireland continued to file stories on the convention. He watched
the gains made by James Garfield and supported him all through the pro-
ceedings by acting as Garfield's private secretary.l‘L The colorful Gar-

field, a darkhorse candidate, captured the Republican nomination on

1Weekly Astorian, May 28, 1880, p. L.

2
“Itid., June 11, 1880, p. A.

31bid., June 11, 1880, p. 5.
LAn Tilustrated History of Central Oregon Embracing Wasco, Sherman,
Gilliam, Wheeler, Crook, Lake and Klamath Counties. (Spokane: Western
Historical Society Publishing Company, 1905), p. 517. This is the only
mention made of Ireland's part in the convention. This book was compiled
by interviewing prominent people in the area covered and the statement
about his acting as Garfield's secretary must have come directly from
Ireland.
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the 36th ballot.

On June 12th, it was announcéd that D. C. Ireland was one of the
men appointed at the Republican national convention as a member of the
Republican National Committee.l

The next letter written by Ireland, dated June 11th, details the
meeting of the national committee of which he was a member. The rest
of the letter tells about his trip to Washington, D. C., and of his im-
pressions of the city and the capitol.2

On July 9th, the Weekly Astorian ran another exchange which stated

that "the editor of the Astorian, Mr. D. C. Ireland, wiil deliver the
Fourth of July oration at his former home in Minnesota,"3

Ireland mentions this occasion in his next published letter when
he said, "Today, the only matter to cause concern are: my forthcoming
address on the national anniversary at Anoka (Minnesota), on Monday,
L

and, where is my trunk?"

The next news of Ireland appeared in the Daily Astorian in the

"Review of the Week" column.

Our latest advises from the editor are dated July 3rd.
He left Anoka, Minn. at 6 a.m. on that day to visit his mother,
with whom he had promised to spend the Fourth, his birthday. Mr.
Ireland did not attend the meeting of the national Republican
committee. He writes thgt the election of Jewell was agreed upon
before he left New York.

1Weekly Astorian, June 18, 1880, p. &.

ZIbid., June 25, 1880, p. L.

}bid., July 9, 1880, p. 5.

“Ibid., July 16, 1830, p. L.

slbid., July 16, 18820, p. 5.
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In the August 6, 1880, edition of the Weekly Astorian, another

long letter appeared, this time detailing Ireland's trip from New York
to his family home in Anoka. He fills this letter with descriptions of
his parents' farm and wrote three columns about the weather in Minnesota,
the farming conditions, and the continual interest of the people of that
area in the state of Oregon.1

In the same paper on page L, there is another note by Holden, the
temporary editor of the Astorian.

The absent editor has revealed his whereabouts at last.

He was to leave Chicago with his face homeward direct, on the

?5th ult. He wil} be due on the Etate of California this week,

if he does not loiter on the way.

Ireland was back at his post on the Astorian on August 20. E. C.
Holden, the tempcrary editor, wrote a farewell editorial in which he
mentions Ireland's arrival. h

Mr. D. C. Ireland, the editor of the Astorian, after an

absence of three months, arrived home on the Geo. W. Flder
yesterday and my work as editor pro tem ceases with this issue.

And in the same issue, Ireland wrote a short editoriai in which
he said:

After an sbsence of three months, the Astorian editor gladly
greets his readers. During our travels in the east, we have visited
the principal centers of trade, the national capitol, and numerous
summer resorts, but we return fully convinced that notwithstanding
we have seen some larger cities than Astoria, passed through some
more populous and wealthy, and aristocratic states than Oregon, we
have seen no place sg much like home, none more desirable than
Astoria, and Oregon.

1WGek1y Astorian, August 6, 1890, p. 3.

2Ibid., August 6, 1880, p. L.

3Tbid., August 20, 1880, p.2.

bTbid., August 20, 1880, p. 2.
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Although Ireland did not mention_it, he apparently brought back
his eldest son from Michigan where the boy had been living since the
Ireland family had left that part of the country in the early 1860'5.1
This son, Alba, was by Ireland's first wife.

Mr. Alba J. Ireland, late of Jackson, Michigan, has 3
been appointed deputy auditor and clerk of the City of Astoria.

Ireland remained in Astoria for several months, editing the paper
and attending to his duties as mayor of the city. But then, during the
early part of 1881, he made another trip to the eastern sections of the

United States.

The editor of the Astorian will be a passenger by out-
going steamship State of California for the east. He will be
absent from the paper about sixty days. In the meantime, the
paper will be conducted and managed by Messers. F. W. Baltes
and F. C. Norris, to whom all bills must be presented for
collection, from whom all orders must be given, to whom pay-
ments on account or otherwise must be made. Mr. Baltes will™
occupy the chair editorial, and Mr. Norris will have charge
of the finances. Any assistance rendered them by friends of
Astoria and the Astorian will be duly appreciated,

D. C. Ireland

Tn February, he sent back to the Astorian a long description of
5
his trip to the east coast’ and then, in the March 10th paper, there
appeared an account of his participation in the national Knights of

Pythias convention, then being held in Washington, D. C.

1Weekly Astorian, May 12, 1877, p. 3.

2History of Central Oregon, p. 516.

3Weekly Astorian, September 3, 188C, p. 5

hDaily Astorian, January 29, 1881, p. 1.

5Ibid., February 19, 1881, p. l.



We have just passed two anniversary celebrations;
one on Tuesday in honor of George Washington's birthday,
and one yesterday, in honor of the institution of the
Knights of Pythias in America. The Knights of Pythias
made a most magnificent display--Astor Lodge No. 6 of
Astoria, was represented in one of the carriages assigned
to the sojourning brotherhood and as the procession was a
long one, and the day so cold that the music froze in the
horns of the musicians of the various division bands and
rolled out in lumps of notes upon the pavement, readers of
the Astorian realize somewhat our feelings when we alighted
from the carriage at our door that evening., Positively, by
way of parenthesis, I have not been so cold for twenty ygars
and am not warm enough today to make myself interesting.

Ireland made it a point to be in the United States senate on the
day a debaté was scheduled for an appropriation bill which called for
improvements to the Columbia River channels and reported the proceedings
in a long letter to the Astorian.2

This was a project which Ireland had been vitally interested in
and had fought for in his newspapers. The previous year, he had
reported on a similar bill then being introduced in Congress.

The Astorian Chamber of Commerce yesterday received a
dispatch from Senator Slater announcing that a bill had
been introduced by him in the Senate, asking for the appro-
priation of $250,000 for the Columbia River bar improvement,
and Senator Slater later adds to the dispatch the words that
"the bill will be urged upon congress." The memorials signed
in this part of the country will go forward by steamer today,
and memorials from Portland, Salem, The Dalles, Walla-walla,
etc., would be forwarded zs quick as possible to Mr. E. C.
Holden, secretary of the chamber at Astoria, to be sent by
the next steamer to Washington. It is hoped that there will
be no unneceszsary delayg in rendering this assistance to our
delegation in congress.

lWGekly Astorian, March 10, 1881, p. L.

“Ibid., March 5, 1881, p. 2.

3DaingAstorian, March 19, 1880, p. 1.
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The appropriation bill was passed several months later and

Ireland commented on it in his Daily Astorian.

By referring to the congressional report published
elsewhere it will be noticed that we have at last succeeded
in getting an appropriation for the Columbia River bar. Al-
though not as much as we could have wished it yet tis better
than nothing.

At the suggestion of Senator Slater the appropriation
heretofore made for the river between here and Portland is
made particularly to include "the bar at the mouth of the
Columbia River."

The amount appropriated is $45,000. Now what portion of
this should be expended on the bar and what on the river be-
tween here and Portland?

We say that at least two-thirds of the amount should be
expended on the bar considering the importance of the two
works. And again it must be taken into consideration that
heretofore all the moneys have been spent on the river above
Astoria and nothing below.

The dragging of the charmel south of the lower end of
Sand Island is a work that is much needed and should be com-
menced at once, and indeed, it can well be undertaken with the
present appropriation. We earnestly hope that there will be
no delay in the commencement of this important work and that
the engineer in charge will push it vigorously.

The appropriation caused a great deal of fighting among the

“various cities along the Columbia River, each of whom was sure that

the money should be spent on improvements which would benefit that
particular community. Ireland and his Astorian was in the thick of the
battle because of his insistence that the bar at the mouth of the river
was shoaling and needed urgent repairs. There is no doubt that Ireland
was correct in his assessment of the situation. The entrance to the
Columbia was troublesome during that period for vessels crossing in and
out; there was not. sufficient water for large ships and the channels

were continually changing due to storms and freshets coming down the

1Daily Astorian, June 19, 1880, p. 1.
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river in the spring.1
In September of 1880, Ireland made his best point when he wrote
a long editorial on the Columbia River gateway as he called it.

The steamer State of California was delayed from 3 p.m.
until 11 p.m. Sunday, waiting for a sufficient depth of water
to pass from sea to Astoria. In view of the fact that the

- Astorian will renew its demands for aid from Congress next
winter, to make needed improvements at the mouth of the Col-
umbia River, for the benefit of the commerce of Oregon, Wash~-
ington territory and Idaho, and in view also of the further
fact that nine steamships and seven sailing vessels have been
delayed, and in some cases lightened at heavy ecxpense, the
past three months~~as the State of California was delayed on
Sunday--and that no such delays ever occurred before, just to
show that the Astorian was right, and the press of Portland and
interior was wrong, we quote a few words of comment by the
Portland press upon this subject last spring.

The proposition that the bar is shallowing is a transpar-
ent humbug...Daily Oregonian, April 17th, 1880.

Much has been said in print by land-lubbers of the shoal-
ing of the Columbia River bar...Commercial Reporter, April -
22nd, 1880.

«+.+there is an Astoria ring that espies millions for
that city if an appropriation can be squeezed out of congress
to attempt some project or other to deepen the outward channel
from there, and Bro. Ireland is a loud and earnest exponent
of this Astoria hoped-for bonanza...Sunday Mercury, May 2nd, 1880.

The Astorian makes ridiculous statements about the matter.
Portland Daily Standard, April 25th, 1880.

We are surprised that the Asterian should make these asser-
tions.  Evening Telegram, April 16th, 1880.°

Later events proved that Ireland had been right. Despite his best
efforts during his visit to Washington in the spring of 1881, the first

appropriation for $100,00C was made in 1884. This federal grant was

lMiller, Clatsop County, Oregon, p. 146.

AWeekly Astorian, September 10, 1880, p. L.
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made for construction of a jetty from Fort Stevens, extending in a
westerly direction out across Clatsop Spit. This first appropriation
built 1,000 feet of the jetty. Another grant was given in 1886 but
it wasn't until 1888 that the jetty really came into being after con-
gress appropriated a half million dollars for the work.1

While Ireland was in Washington, he had anofher duty to attend to.
President Rutherford B. Hayes had visited Astoria on October 15, 1880,
and had externded Ireland an invitation to attend the final reception to
be given him at the White House.2 Ireland went to the reception and in
the March 1Cth issue of the Weekly Astorian he wrote a long description

. 3

of this event.

A week later, Irsland attanded the inauguration of President

. N , . . . .
Garfield' and was presenl when the nsw president arrived at the ihite
House.5

Finally, in the early part of April, Ireland returned to Astoria

again. In a story which appeared in the Heekly Astorian, he said:

"Home again," and glad to get home. We are rejoiced with
the sight once more of the blue hills and tranquill water scopes
surrounding Astoria, while the mountains are inviting...there
are signs on every hand indicating to us that this may be aptly
described as the dawning of a year of commercial convalescence,

lMiller, Clatsop County, Oresgon, p. 146.

2Daily Astorian, October 16, 1880, p. 2.

3Weekly Astorian, Merch 10, 1881, p. 5.

ADaily Astorian, March 18, 1881, p. 1.

’Tvid., March 18, 1281, p. 1.

e —
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showing the most cheerful returns of confidence and activity
in all channels of trade...S5o here goes for plain business on
the squarest basis that can be ?ealt out in Astoria. Friends
and patrons, give us your hand.

1Weekly Astorian, April 8, 1881, p. 7.




CHAPTER X

THE O. MAN

The end of Ireland's career as the owner and publisher of the
Astorian came suddenly and without prior notice. On September 30,

1881, a short news item appeared in the Weekly Astorian.

Goodby

My connection with the Astorian ceases with this
edition; I cannot say without regret. TFuture issues of
the paper, and all future business in connection therewith,
will be entrusted to other hands; not new hands, because ny
successors are men of experience, whom it will be found do
not lack the ability to carry this establishment on in the
tide of success which at present attends it. 1In taking leave
of the Astorian I wish to tender my thanks to all who have
in any manner contributed to the support of the paper and
corferred favors upon me, during the past eight years.

Very respectf%lly,
D. C. Ireland

According to Tur‘nbull,2 the Astorian was sold to John F. Halloran
in 188C for $10,0C0 in gold. Halloran began editing the paper on October
1st, using the same staff Ireland had employed. "The boys,* many of
whom Ireland had trained, regretted the loss of Ireland and showed their
gratitude for his kindly and thoughtful treatment of them by running a

testimonial in his behalf in the next edition of the Weekly Astorian.

IWeek;y Astorian, September 30, 1881, p. L.

2Turnbull, History of Oregon HNewspapers, p. 304. Obviously Turnbull
was mistaken about the date of the sale of the Astorian.
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A Word from the Boys

The boys of the Astorian wish to add another note to
now resounding requiem over the loss, not only to themselves,
but to his many friends and patrons, of Mr. D. C. Ireland,
from the most honorable anc responsible position he has filled
so faithfully and creditably for so many years; that of pro-
prietor and editor of the Astorian. To say we shall miss him
would express in a very mild term our feelings. His happy
Jovial disposition, always reflected in his open countenance,
and expressed by his congenial manner and pleasant word for
the boys; his many acts of kindness and generosity o them
have always been appreciated, and have helped in no small
degree to make their duties pleasures, and assisted in passing
their hours of work most pleasantly. In no menner could he
have shown his deep interest in our welfare more than in his
last and crowning act: first, in choosing such agreeable
gentlemen as Messrs. J. F. Halloran & Co. as his successers,
and next, in the good words spoken in our behalf and the
amicable manner in which he left our relations to the new
regime. We sincerely thank Mr. Jreland for past kindnassses
and wish him prosperity and happiness during all future time,
and hope to see him among us often, during his stay in Astoria.”

Ireland also ran an ad of his own in the Astorian which he
headed, "Adjust, lLiquidate, Receipt."

D. G. Ireland, late editor of the Astorian may be found
at the Mayor's office, in the city hall, ﬁux011Q, prepared to
adjust all accounts of the Astorian up to the end of September,
1821; liquidate all collecticns and dzmands, and receipt all
balances due Sept. 30th, 1881, for subscriptions, advertising,
job printing, etc. All accounts must be settled by the first
day of November, 1881,

Bills for interior subscriptions, etc. will be forwarded
to &all immediately.

Subscribers who have paid in advance will be furnished
with the paper by my successors, until the expiration of the
time paid for.

Advertising contracts paid in advance will also be com-
pleted by Messrs. Halloran & Co.”

Ireland's motives in selling the Astorian have never been fully

understood. Heé had built his papers into valuable properties, and

1Weekly Astorian, October 7, 1881, p. 3.

zlbig., September 30, 1881, p. 3.



was a respected and valued member of the community. Perhaps the best

explanation is that he was simply looking for "greerer pastures" and
was bored with Astoria, once the initial struggle for survival was over.

It has been difficult to trace the paths of Ireland's iife during
the mcnths immediately following the sale of the Astorian. Turnbull
said, "D. C. Ireland, who had sold the Astorian lost his money in the
salmon-cezanirng business in British Columbia and from then on stuck
closer to jou nalism."2 The facts, however, as found in the issue of
the Astorian do not seem to indicate that this was true.

After selling the Astorian, Ireland and his family remained in
the city for many months. One month after the sale of the paper, the

following notice appe red in the Weekly Astorian.,

Attention is directed to the card of Mr. D. C. Ireland.
Hereafter he willee found at his office in the second floor
of this building.
The best explanation for his presence in the Astorian Building
is that he was getting his affairs in order, collecting old debts, and
looking around for a new and interesting enterprise. There is no doubt

that he did teccme a member of a salmon canning firm, at least temporariiy.

The following is from the Oregonian, and now that it is
in print, we consider ourselves absolved from any promise

ers. Jeanne Ireland Allen to writer, March 5, 1972.

2Turnbull, History of Orepon Newspapers, p. 534.

3Weekly Astorian, October 21, 1881, »n. 3.
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_of "not saying anything about it." The British Columbia
Packing Company, of which F. C. Reed is president and D.
C. Ireland secretary, have recently bought the salmon can-
nery of Finlayson & Burrill, on Fraser River, three miles
below New Westminster. Mr. Ireland will leave in a few
weeks for Fras?r River to superintend the cannery during the
coming season.’

Another item on the British Columbia Packing Company appeared

in the Astorian two weeks later.
The British Columbia Packing Comparny, doing business on

the Fraser River, is a corporation under the laws of Oregon.

The principal office is at Astoria, and the directors meet

on the third Saturday of each month.™

While it has been impossible to find out exactly what Ireland was
doing between the months of September, 1881, and March, 1882, we do
know that during much of thetime he was living in Astoria. On Jznuary i,
1882, "ex-Mayor D. C. Ireland, on behalf of the Astor Engine Company No. 1,
introduced the bridal couple in a few happy remarxs and at the samé timé,
presented them with an elegant timepiece.3 On Januasry 15, 1882, he

L

attended a sociable at the home of Mrs. E. C. Holden™ and on February 23,

he was present at a Promenade Concert and Dance, held at Liberty Hall
in Astoria.5

Ireland did not leave feor the Fraser River. It proved to be impos-

sible to decument the details of Ireland's association with the British

1Dailz Astorian, March 1, 1882, p. 1.

“Tbid., March 17, 1882, p. 1.
3

fhid,, January 4, 1882.

I‘Ibid., January 15, 1882, p. 1.

5§bid., February 23, 1882, p. 1.





