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THESIS ABSTRACT

Michael Buckman
Master of Music in Music Composition

Doublethink

Doublethink was originally inspired by a series of political and geopolitical events
that took place during 2022 and elements from George Orwell's novel, 1984. Each of the
three movements derive their names from one of the three principles of Ingsoc (Orwell's
fictional political party):War is Peace, Freedom is Slavery and Ignorance is Strength. The
movements are each an example of “doublethink” - the act of simultaneously believing two
mutually contradictory ideas. War is Peace, inspired by the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
starts peacefully quickly descending into cacophony and aggression, before ending in
mourning. Freedom is Slavery draws inspiration from the decision by the US Supreme
Court to repeal Roe v. Wade. This movement is characterized by percussive sounds of
chains and whips, evoking the shackles of this so-called freedom. Ignorance is Strength
represents the current domestic political dialogue in America with the ignorance of the

people being exploited by politicians.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Page
Instrumentation Page...........ccocoiiiiiiiiii 5
L. Waris PEACE.........coviiiiiiicc s 6
II.  Freedom iS SIaVeTy........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 43
III.  Ignorance is Strengthi.........ccocooiiiiiiiiiiii e, 61
101

Appendix A: A Note fOr Performers...........cccociviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee



Instrumentation

1 Piccolo

2 Flute 1

2 Flute 2

1 Oboe 1

1 Oboe 2

1 English Horn

1 Bassoon 1

1 Bassoon 2

1 Contrabassoon

1 Eb Clarinet

2 Bb Clarinet 1

2 Bb Clarinet 2

2 Bb Clarinet 3

1 Bb Bass Clarinet

1 Bb Contrabass Clarinet
1 Eb Alto Saxophone 1/Bb Soprano Saxophone
1 Eb Alto Saxophone 2

1 Bb Tenor Saxophone

1 Eb Baritone Saxophone

1 Bb Bass Saxophone

1 Horn 1

1 Horn 2

1 Horn 3

1 Horn 4

1 Bb Trumpet 1

1 Bb Trumpet 2

1 Bb Trumpet 3

1 Trombone 1

1 Trombone 2

1 Trombone 3

1 Bass Trombone

1 Euphonium/Baritone (B.C)

1 Tuba

1 Piano

1 Harp

1 Double Bass

Timpani

Percussion 1 (Cymbals [Crash, Sus., China,
Sizzle], Tam-tam, Chimes, Siren)

Percussion 2 (Glockenspiel, Snare Drum,
Tom-toms)

Percussion 3 (Crotales, Bass Drum)

Percussion 4 (Vibraphone, Xylophone,

Tom-toms, Tam-tam)
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Transposed Score
Piccolo
Flute 1-2
Oboe 1-2
English Horn
Bassoon 1-2
Contrabassoon
Clarinet in Eb
Clarinet in Bb 1-2
Clarinet in B> 3
Bass Clarinet
Contrabass
Clarinet in Bb
Alto Saxophone 1
Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
Bass Saxophone
Hornin F 1-2
Hornin F 3-4
Trumpet in B> 1
Trumpet in Bb 2-3
Trombone 1
Trombone 2-3
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
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Piano
Double Bass [
Timpani [
Percussion 1
Percussion 2 |
Percussion 3
Percussion 4
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III. Ignorance is Strength
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Appendix A: A Note for Performers

The expression text in this piece is written in Newspeak (Orwell's fictional language from 1984) to
add to the imersion in the ideas behind the music. To aid in the translation of these marks in the score I
have included excerpts from Orwell's appendix from the book regarding the language of Newspeak,
included below.

“The grammar of Newspeak had two outstanding peculiarities. The first of these was an almost
complete interchangeability between different parts of speech. Any word in the language (in principle
this applied even to very abstract words such as if or when) could be used either as verb, noun, adjective,
or adverb. Between the verb and the noun form, when they were of the same root, there was never any
variation, this rule of itself involving the destruction of many archaic forms. The word thought, for
example, did not exist in Newspeak. Its place was taken by think, which did duty for both noun and
verb. No etymological principle was followed here: in some cases it was the original noun that was
chosen for retention, in other cases the verb. Even where a noun and verb of kindred meaning were not
etymologically connected, one or other of them was frequently suppressed. There was, for example, no
such word as cut, its meaning being sufficiently covered by the noun-verb knife. Adjectives were
formed by adding the suffix -ful to the noun-verb, and adverbs by adding -wise. Thus for example,
speedful meant ‘rapid” and speedwise meant ‘quickly’. Certain of our present-day adjectives, such as good,
strong, big, black, soft, were retained, but their total number was very small. There was little need for
them, since almost any adjectival meaning could be arrived at by adding -ful to a noun-verb. None of the
now-existing adverbs was retained, except for a very few already ending in -wise: the -wise termination
was invariable. The word well, for example, was replaced by goodwise.

In addition, any word — this again applied in principle to every word in the language — could be
negatived by adding the affix un-, or could be strengthened by the affix plus-, or, for still greater
emphasis, doubleplus-. Thus, for example, uncold meant ‘warm’, while pluscold and doublepluscold meant,
respectively, ‘very cold” and “superlatively cold’. It was also possible, as in present-day English, to
modify the meaning of almost any word by prepositional affixes such as ante-, post-, up-, down-, etc. By
such methods it was found possible to bring about an enormous diminution of vocabulary. Given, for
instance, the word good, there was no need for such a word as bad, since the required meaning was
equally well — indeed, better — expressed by ungood. All that was necessary, in any case where two
words formed a natural pair of opposites, was to decide which of them to suppress. Dark, for example,
could be replaced by unlight, or light by undark, according to preference.

The second distinguishing mark of Newspeak grammar was its regularity. Subject to a few
exceptions which are mentioned below all inflexions followed the same rules. Thus, in all verbs the
preterite and the past participle were the same and ended in -ed. The preterite of steal was stealed, the
preterite of think was thinked, and so on throughout the language, all such forms as swam, gave, brought,

spoke, taken, etc., being abolished. All plurals were made by adding -s or -es as the case might be. The
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plurals of man, ox, life, were mans, oxes, lifes. Comparison of adjectives was invariably made by adding

-er, -est (good, gooder, goodest), irregular forms and the more, most formation being suppressed.”1

- George Orwell, 1984, Appendix "The Principles of Newspeak"

1 George Orwell, 1984 (Orlando, Florida: Harcourt Inc. 1949) 301-303



