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GXeVW EdLWRULaO³´BXLOdLQg ReVeaUch CRPPXQLWLeV 
DXULQg a PaQdePLcµ 

Lanie MillaU, AVVociaWe PUofeVVoU of SpaniVh and PoUWXgXeVe 

 

This editorial is adapted from Prof. Millar¶s presentation ³Humanities Research 
in Covid Times´ organi]ed b\ UO¶s Center for Latino and Latin American Studies.  

WhaW dReV iW PeaQ WR dR UeVeaUch dXUiQg a gORbaO SaQdePic? MaQ\ Rf XV haYe gUaSSOed 
ZiWh chaOOeQgeV aQd WUagedieV RYeU Whe SaVW \eaU, bXW Ze aOVR acTXiUed QeZ VNiOOV aV RXU 
edXcaWiRQaO OiYeV VhifWed OaUgeO\ RU eQWiUeO\ RQOiQe. SWXdeQWV aQd SURfeVVRUV haYe OeaUQed WR XVe 
RQOiQe WechQRORgieV WR cUeaWe QeZ VchROaUO\ cRPPXQiWieV, WR VhaUe UeVRXUceV, aQd WR ZRUN aURXQd 
OiPiWaWiRQV WR acceVViQg faUaZa\ PaWeUiaOV. TRgeWheU, Ze haYe e[SORUed QeZ NiQdV Rf eQgagePeQWV 
ZiWh RXU VchROaUO\ WRSicV WhURXgh aYeQXeV WhaW Ze PighW QRW haYe diVcRYeUed if RXU UeVeaUch had 
QRW beeQ iQWeUUXSWed b\ Whe CRYid-19 SaQdePic.  

OYeU Whe SaVW \eaU I aOVR fRXQd P\VeOf UecRQQecWiQg ZiWh Whe baVic UeVeaUch VNiOOV aQd ZRUNiQg 
aURXQd OiPiWaWiRQV WhaW I fiUVW eQcRXQWeUed aV aQ XQdeUgUadXaWe. IQ P\ fieOdV Rf CaUibbeaQ aQd 
AfUicaQ OiWeUaWXUe, P\ UeVeaUch UeOieV RQ WUaYeO WR diVWaQW aUchiYeV aQd OibUaUieV, Zhich XVXaOO\ dR 
QRW haYe RQOiQe cROOecWiRQV RU eYeQ RQOiQe caWaORgV. I VWXd\ bRRNV WhaW aUe VRPeWiPeV VROd RQO\ 
ORcaOO\ aQd dRQ¶W PaNe WheiU Za\ RQWR gORbaO bRRN UeWaiO ZebViWeV. I deSeQd RQ iQWeUOibUaU\ ORaQV 
fURP Whe QeWZRUNV Rf US aQd iQWeUQaWiRQaO OibUaUieV WhaW VhaUe PaWeUiaOV WhURXgh Whe PaiO. NRQe 
Rf WheVe UeVeaUch SaWhZa\V haV beeQ fXOO\ aYaiOabOe RYeU Whe SaVW \eaU. I had WR figXUe RXW hRZ WR 
chaQge P\ fRcXV, adMXVW Whe VcRSe Rf P\ SURMecWV, Ueach RXW WR RQOiQe cRPPXQiWieV Rf 
RWheU VchROaUV fRU heOS, aQd iQ RQe caVe, acNQRZOedge iQ P\ fRRWQRWeV WhaW WheUe ZeUe UeVRXUceV I 
NQeZ e[iVWed WhaW I ViPSO\ cRXOd QRW iQcOXde iQ P\ bibOiRgUaSh\. I did ZhaW I cRXOd iQ 
Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV aQd fiOed WheVe chaQgeV aZa\ aV QeZ diUecWiRQV I cRXOd UeWXUQ WR iQ Whe fXWXUe.  

UQdeUgUadXaWeV PaNe RUigiQaO UeVeaUch cRQWUibXWiRQV WR WheiU fieOdV ZiWh PaQ\ Rf Whe 
VaPe cRQVWUaiQWV, bXW WheVe caQ RfWeQ SURYide fXWXUe OeaUQiQg RSSRUWXQiWieV. OQe Rf Whe PRVW 
YaOXabOe SaUWV Rf P\ XQdeUgUadXaWe UeVeaUch e[SeUieQce ZaV begiQQiQg WR OeaUQ hRZ WR be SaUW Rf 
a VchROaUO\ cRPPXQiW\. M\ VeQiRU \eaU Rf cROOege, RQe Rf P\ SURfeVVRUV iQYiWed Pe WR SUeVeQW a 
SaSeU aW RXU XQiYeUViW\ cRQfeUeQce, ZheUe XQdeUgUadXaWeV aQd facXOW\ SaUWiciSaWe RQ SaQeOV 
WRgeWheU. I dUafWed aQd UedUafWed P\ SaSeU aQd SUacWiced P\ SUeVeQWaWiRQ VR iW ZaV aV SROiVhed aV 
I cRXOd PaNe iW. HRZeYeU, I fRXQd Whe PRVW eQgagiQg SaUW Rf Whe e[SeUieQce ZaV Whe SaUW I had QRW 
UeheaUVed: ZheQ Whe aXdieQce aVNed TXeVWiRQV. The\ bURXghW XS aVSecWV I hadQ¶W cRQVideUed 
aQd RffeUed QeZ SeUVSecWiYeV RQ P\ aQaO\ViV.   

SiPiOaUO\, dXUiQg P\ XQdeUgUadXaWe WheViV defeQVe, P\ SURfeVVRUV aVNed Pe TXeVWiRQV WhaW I 
had SUeSaUed fRU WhURXgh P\ UeVeaUch aQd ZUiWiQg, aV ZeOO aV VRPe WhaW I cRXOdQ¶W \eW 
aQVZeU. TheVe TXeVWiRQV VWa\ed ZiWh Pe aQd heOSed gXide P\ UeVeaUch aV a gUadXaWe VWXdeQW aQd 
a SURfeVVRU. ThURXgh bRWh P\ fiUVW cRQfeUeQce SUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd P\ fiUVW PaMRU UeVeaUch SURMecW I 
OeaUQed WhaW VchROaUO\ UeVeaUch iV aQ RQgRiQg acWiYiW\, aQd RQe iQ Zhich Ze cROOabRUaWe ZiWh RWheUV 
iQ RXU fieOdV, ZheWheU Ze aUe SaUW Rf a WeaP Rf UeVeaUcheUV aQd aXWhRUV RU ZUiWiQg RXU RZQ 
SaSeUV. We caQ be VaWiVfied ZiWh fiQiVhed SURMecWV afWeU Ze haYe SUeVeQWed WheP, SXbOiVhed WheP, 
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RU VXcceVVfXOO\ defeQded WheP. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, fiQiVhed UeVeaUch SURMecWV becRPe 
aQ RSSRUWXQiW\ fRU QeZ aXdieQceV WR eQgage ZiWh RXU UeVeaUch, aQd fRU QeZ TXeVWiRQV WR aUiVe WhaW 
caQ heOS XV WhiQN iQ QeZ diUecWiRQV.  

The SaQdePic haV ePShaVi]ed WheVe OeVVRQV fRU Pe, aQd, I WhiQN, fRU PaQ\ XQdeUgUadXaWeV. 
OXU UeVeaUch haV RfWeQ beQefiWed fURP Whe cRQQecWiRQV aQd cROOabRUaWiRQV WhaW becaPe SRVVibOe 
WhURXgh ZRRP aQd RWheU RQOiQe SOaWfRUPV, aQd Whe ZiOOiQgQeVV WR VhaUe aQd heOS each RWheU aV Ze 
aOO figXUed RXW hRZ WR Ueach RXU UeVeaUch gRaOV aPid Whe chaOOeQgeV Rf Whe cRYid eUa. 
UQdeUgUadXaWeV VhRXOd feeO SURXd Rf WheiU UeVeaUch accRPSOiVhPeQWV caUUied RXW 
XQdeU difficXOW ciUcXPVWaQceV. The\ caQ aOVR be SURXd WR caUU\ ZiWh WheP iQ WheiU SRVW-
cROOege OiYeV YaOXabOe OeVVRQV iQ cROOabRUaWiRQ aQd adaSWabiOiW\ aQd beiQg RSeQ WR fXWXUe 
RSSRUWXQiWieV WR SXW WheiU UeVeaUch VNiOOV WR QeZ XVeV.  

 


