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CHAPTER I 

IITRODUCTIOK 

• en should children be told about the faote of 11tet" 

Bow and b7 wno should aes 1natruct1on be given?• "111 

olaaaroom instruction about ex neceeaaril7 burden the minds 

and lives of odern youtht" "Should th achool take tb.e ln1-

t1ative in aex te cb1ngT Theae are some queationa that are 

being asked bJ parents and teach r• today. Valid anawera to 

these and other question ot like natur can come only from 

research atud1ea dir cted towarde the analya1a ot adult 

attitudes and the appraisal of oh1ldr n•a conduct under con­

trolled conditiona. 

Books, ma az1nea and the radio voice over and over the 

opinion that there 1a an urgent n ed for a more enlightened 

approach to aex ducation tor young people or today. But 

these same sources are not explicit in aying how sex educa­

tion is to be given, hence the problem remain• aa elusive aa 

before.1 

' The schools them.aelyea do not ofter much help. When 

qu at1oned regarding the problem ot aex education in eohool, 

1Harold Iaaaca, •shall Our Schools Teach SexT", !!!!­
week, XXIX (May 19, 1947). 
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many pr1no1pale and super1ntendenta in ~regon trankl7 admit 

that the pro am ow in !feet are 1nadeq te.1 ni 118 

ca e the7 ~at . that no t mpt b.a been 11&d.e to initiate 

a program dealing 1th hwaan owth and reproduction. The 

b 11 t aee to e .Prev lent among educ tore that uch a 

program. woul~ e au, tor ara and po aiblJ attack on the 

part ot tb pr nta, and ence t ey re incl ne to eave 

the subj t untouob . . 

hen r qu r1ed about x ducat1on, he7 too 

.x.pre oubta bout cb.ool ro ams, but re b cause ot 

qu at on l q l1f1 at1on ot t aoh r than_ tor an7 b l1era 

t t chil n hould not tol a out x.2 their poe1t1on 

p re 

than no a 

So w 

that ex uc t1on 1mprop rl g1 v , 1• worae 

t1on 11. 

v tb 1tuat1on of te c r be1ng pprehenaive 

about pr nta 1 tt1tud t w rda aex duoat1on, and the 

p rent b 1 con rn d bout te che q 111oat1on. Under 

these str ind con 1t1ona 1t 1a not urpr1a1n th t little 

progr 1a d in the tiel ot ax in truct1on in achoola. 

nother b rr1 r to ex duo t1on 1 the dearth of good 

1n truet1o l 1da • . Until recently, tne only instructional 

1 tuart • ar ee, Th t u ot S x Education 1n 
Or gon S condar7 School• with g t1on for it Organisa-
tion. nd I rov ment, unpubl1sh •• h 1, ehool of 
Education, Un1ver it of Or gon, 1942. 

2serlan Lemon, "Parental Att1tud a Toward ex Eduoat1on," 
unpubli h d ~§. th ala, Depart ent or P17chol0S1, Un1vera1ty 
ot Oregon, 194-H• 
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moY1ea a out x bebaY1or and r lated top1oa, that were 

avail bl for ol saroom uae, were fe coldl7 J 1 nt1t1o 

subjects on the reproductive echan1mn• of rabbi t• and ige.l 

Human Growth, the cla srooa tillt aponaored b7 the Brown 

Trust an4 -r l 1ed th1a paat year, 1e a radical departure 

fro the tra lt1onal patt rn ot •aex t1lma.2 0th r note­

worthy add1t1ona to the f1 ld 1nolude th new t1la, .Jrwnan 

Reproduot1on b7 KoGraw-B1ll,, and the anlaated o rtoon, The 

torz ot H natruat1on prepared by he D1ane7 Stud1oe.4 

1n a potion of th1a tb.eaia p• t 1na to arent-

t oh r e ot1ona to Jlullulln Growtht a detail d deaoript1on 

ot the purp •• 

th1 poi t. 

c ntent or th film 1 pre anted at . 

t Hwaan Growth 1 a teaching film, designed to create an 

in truct1 nal atmosphere that permit th tacts of human a% 

Enc7cloped1a 

19:Sf), 

• c. Brown Trust, 1947), 

4The Story ot Menstruation (Chicago: Int rnational 
Cellucotton Produot aompanJ, 1947), 10 m.1nut •• 
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to be d1aouased in. a ci aaroo Without arr a 

tenaion.1 Th• f1la attam ta to acb.iev three 

t1v a, namely: 

nt or 

jor obj ·c-

4 

To deJaOnatrate ror p rent .how aex education can be 
handled. amoothl7, 1nte111gentl7 and 1n a aoc1all7 
~ceeptable manner 1D the achoola. 

2. To provide the elaaaroom teaoher with a suitable 
instructional aid tor pres nting the biological 
fact ot sex ae a p rt ot human growth and dev lop­
ment . 

'ro est b11ah through 1dentit1cat1on an exemplary 
teacher-pup11 relationship conduc1v to e&&J' claaa­
roo d1 eua ion. 

h f1 1a planned pr rily for claaaroom use 1n 

gra ea alx to nin correlating apeo1f1cally with courae-

o in the life ac1encea, health and rel ted subject fields. 

Buman Growth fall• quit naturally into our main parta 

which may b eacribed a rollowa: 

Part ·1 coneiata o hort home sequence 1n which a 
lather, ther and dole cent on and daught rare in­
troduced. Action re ol ·a areund report which the bo7 
1• organising ror hi claaa at achool. Tb8 purpoa ot 
th1 br1 r home seen 1a largely paychol gioal. The 
par nte 1n th1a better-tban-aTerag home make compl1-
m try remarka about the teach r 1n d1scuas1on with 
the children. In short, the parents r 1n full accord 
with the 1natruct1on their children are receiving 1n 
school . 

P rt 2 ahowa cl saroo where a teacher and her claaa 
oft ln nd thirt en year old boys and girls are pre­
paring to see a f 11m on · human growth. 1th the trana1-
t1on trom the home to the claaarooa, a student •t11m 
pre le• co tt e is ae n aummar1zlng t~e main point• 

1,.11 
.( Portland : 

Gu1de for Teach ra and D1acuss1on Leader 
E. C. Brown Trust, 1948), p. 6 
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to tch tor 1n the r11.a. 1ew udlen e b -
coaee aware that thie claaa baa been properl7 prepared 
ror usi an· 1natruot1onal t1la a pa t or tbe 
r 1ar .courae ot atu 7. 

Part 3 1a an animated aectlon Yb1ch preaenta the 
eiementary tacts ot human owth d reproduct1on 1n 
aillple, dia amat1o atyle> and it treats In a tra.1ght­
~orward and un ot1o 1 manner ch concept• aa dit­
tere.ncea between boye all4 glrla 1n rate of pb.ya1cal 
nd exual tlon; the glan ch control 

phya1cal and aexual act1T1t,-: the male nd £naal aez 
organ•• natru.ation; tert111sat1onJ r gnanc7 nd 
1rth. 

Part 1&. ho• a final claaarooa equence 1n wb.1oh the 
~t d1 cu a th an ted ti within a 11 • 
and r-aiae numerous queat1ona ror the teacher to anner. 
Tb.1• portion of tbe f1la ab.owe th te cber ing 

imply and d1r ctlJ" the kind _or qu at.lone icb 
tur lly ar1 fl"Oll tb preced mat rial. 

The ending or the picture deliberately er, tea feel­
ing that the 1natruct1onal 1tu.at1on 1a lncoaplete, 
tbai more d1acuaa1on muat follow. file tila doea not 
n4 1n the uaual aen.ae of thtt word--the d1aouea1on 1 

aerely tran ferred to tb real-lit c1a a where the 
f1bt .1a being s.b.own and it 1 eaaent1al that the 
teacher pe t the pon.taneo a diacu ion to roll • 

ine-e he f1llli makea 1 t poa 1ble to preaent he 

ba 1c eta 1n t ••7 to d~t are t aud1 nc a. 1t be-

coaea convenient in trument for r arch. It pel'lni ta a 

atudy of adult reaction• to spec1f1c kind ot tr atm t ot 

aex knowledge . in relation to attitude toward s&x education 

in general. It 11 ved th t ueb st ~' 1 conducted 

on par nt-teacher ud1 n ., 1 t help tor olv s ot 

the d1fference 1n thinking out sex education that are 

aa1d to exist between the two groups. It waa alao bel1 ved 

that ch atu.dy might abed light on the nature or the 
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prejudice that some parent and teach.ere- have a1net any 

kind of aex educa tlon. iefly, then , the prol:>le ot th1• 

thee1• 1ght he deac~ibed aa a aurve7 of parent-teacher re­

action to the f1la,. Bwnan owth, 1n rel.at1 to attiwdea 

toward.a aex education. What pr _portion or paren • and . 

teach ra, when confront d w1th a carefully deal ed teaching 

aid 110 G'rowth, r•~ What 

are the prediaPoeing tactora that lead to aoceptanc or re­

jection of th filat 
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CHAP1'ER II 

RELATED LITERATURE 

~be Freudians in particular have called attention to 

the early age at which an interest 1n aex 1a firat exhibited 

by the child. Studies uaing the technique of play therapy 

reveal that children aa young as two and three years are 

curious about the role ot the father and mother. SometiJDea 

the sex act lteelf 1• eyabol1Qal17 portrayed. For example, 

Melanie Kle1nl de•or1bea the performance of a boy, Peter, 

age,, in the analytic situations 

nAt the veJ!J beginning of bia t1rat hour. Peter took 
the toy carrlagea and care and put them t1rat one be• 
hind the other and then aide by aide, and alternated 
th1a arrangement aeveral t1Jaea. Be alao took a horee -
and carriage and b~e4 it into another so that the 
horae•a teet knocked together, and aald, •I•ve got a 
new little brother called F~1tal' I asked him what 
tb.• oarriagea were doing. He anawered, •That'• not 
nice•, and. stopped buinp1nf them together at once, but 
atai-ted again quite soon. 

In commenting on the s1gn1f1canoe. of thia observation, IO.ein 

eaya, 

•these gamea • •.• attord ua a deep inaigllt into the 
fundamental pre-genital fixations of the oh114, and are 
al10 a mean, of 1llu1trating 1ta aexual theor1ea, 

1Melan1e 1Cle1n, Pa7choanal7a1a of Children (London: 
Hogarth Presa, 19,2), pp. 62•63 . 

• 
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giving us a knowledge of the relation between 1ta · 
aad1at1o pbantaa1ee and 1te react1on-tormat1one and 
showing the direct connection between its pre-genital 
and genital 1mpulaea.M 

From hi.a analye1a of drawings, \folrtl coae• to much 

the same conolue!on aa Klein that the child indulges 1n 

eexual pbantaalea even before entering school. 

8 

It the obeervat1ona ot the analyata are valid and repre­

sentative of oh1ld behavior 1n general, then the offering ot 

ae.x eciuoation 1n achool cannot be oonteated on grounda that 

children ot achool age are innocent of aexu.a.l ma ttere. _ 

C--aupporting evidence tor th11 poa1t10.n 1a afforded bJ 

the work of K1nae7, Pomeroy and llart1n.2 Ot aome 5,00 men 

who were queried about their early aex life, 57~ reported 

active sexual behavlol' during pre-adoleaoence. In taut, 

appreciable aot1v1tJ involving genital and homoeexual pla7 

occurred as early aa t1Te yeara ot age. BJ th• age of 12 no 

leaa than 3~ ot the malea were engaging 1n a wide Tariety 

or sexual praetioea including coital play. In the light ot 

XinaeJ' e f1nd1nga, it can be aaid that claearoom. dlaouae1on 

of ae.xual development would not introduce to eh1ldren a new 

1werner Wolff, Peraonal1tJ of the Pre~aobool Child, 
(Rew Yorks Grune and Stratton, 194};. 

2Al:t'red c. K1naey, ardell B. Pomeroy, Clyde E. Jlart1n, 
sexual Behavior in the Human Jlale. (Philadelphia and London, 
Saunder• Oo.oapany, 1948 ) • 
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world of knowledge but 1nste d would a rve to aystematiae 

and enlarge upon experience alread7 gained .from otb.er souroea. 

It would also serYe ae a aeana of eorreot1ng diatortion ot 

fact ao prevalent in the &rea or aex. 

It probablJ should be pointed out 1n paaalng that 

Kina Y'• data are ubjeot to errors ot recall. Bia adult 

eubJecta att mpte4 tor •ember what tne1~ sex lite was like 

aa eh1ld1'en. In an area so clouded bf pbantaay, it would 

not be aurpr1a1ng to find that much ot nnae1• • material con­

sist• ot what men 1Jlag1ned rather than what th•J did. 'lb1a 

does not ne~essar11J mean a d1m1n1ahed need for aes education 

in school. It do••, however, shed a dlfterent 11gbt on the 

kind of aes eduoatlon that needa to be given. The allevia­

tion of phantaaiea 1a quite dlff•rent from the regulation of 

overt conduct. 

Beaidea the apec1oua argument of the oh114•• innocence, 

one otten hear, cr1t1c1am of sex eduoation on rel1g1oua 

grounda. A tew national magas1nea auch as Hew1week neve~ 

miaa an opportunity to blame the Catholic Ohurch tor our 

sine of omiaslon 1n sex education. Although the be1raroh7 

ot the Ohuroh do a exercise rigid censorship in the f1e14, 

the rank and file •re neverth•lee 1n taTor ot moderate aex 

education as will be pointed out later in th11 tbeala. 

There is even some research in the area, conducted b7 



Catholic ai>holara. A notable eontr1but1on ia a doctoral 

atud7 bJ Pleege, 1 who conducted a queat1onna1re atud7 in 

10 

20 Catholic echoola. He tound that one of' the things 

adolescent boys of Oathol1c faith mentioned moat trequentlJ 

waa the lack of reliable aouroea ot in.formation about sex. 

Fleege atatea of the adoleacent, 

•ue wanta to know the true tacte, what 11 right and 
wbat 1a wrong. He ezper1enoee a natural cur1oe1tJ 
regarding th••• matter• and •••• 1n h1a l••• 1m­
pasa1oned momenta, real1aea the harm that comea to 
him when th1e cur1oa1ty ·ia aat1et1ed at the wrong 
aouroe. For th1a reason a number of adoleaoenta are 
plainly puazled by the school'• heeitant approach to 
th1a subject which the7 regard aa moat important.• 

Fleege goes on to· aa7 that the church 1taelt need be no 

barrier to aex education 1n aohool. 

The stud7 bJ Jlaraee2 ot aex education 1n Oregon 

Secondary School• brings out the fact that school adm1n1a­

tratora are more concerned about parental and community re­

action than attack from a apeo1f1c rel1g1ou1 group. Only ,6 
of the 179 superintendent• who were queried oona1dered their 

program• in aocial hygiene aat1ataotor7. SeYeral or tb.oae 

who did believe their programs aatiataotory actually had no 

1urban H. Fleege, s. »., Personal Problems of a Modern 
Adolescent, (Washington, D. C.1 The Catholic Un1vera1tJ ot 
Amerioa, 1944). 

2xaraee, SI!• cit., pp. 80-86. 
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oouraea 1n aoc1al hygi•n• and did not want th•m. Of the 135 

ada1n1etratora who were d1saat1s.t'1ed with their present 

school program•, aome charged the state department ot educa­

tion with lack of leaderab.1p, while othera aa1d that parent• 

w11l have to be educated betore the school can move ahead 1n 

thia tield. The adm:1n1atratora alao mentioned the dubioua 

qual1t1cat1one of man7 teacher• and tb.e great need tor more 

adequate instructional .material• euch ae f1l.ma, alidea and 

literature. 

To be aure such booka as Attaining Kanhoo4,l Attaining 

Womanhood,2 Oureel••• Unborn,, SO Youth 11&7 xnow,4 ••• Pat­

tern• in Sex Teaching,; is,tng Born, 0 and 7.'••n tlaz•, 7 11•• 

the teacher little more tban predigeeted information about 

1George w. Corner, Attainj,.ng Manhood (New Yorke Harper 
and Brother•, 1938} . 

2 t Attaining omanhood (Wew Yorks Harper and 
Bro there, 1939 J • 

3 , ouraelvea unborn<••• Haven: Yale university 
Presa, 1944'.). 

4ito7 B. Dickenson, So Youth Kaz K:now (Rew York: Aaao­
c1at1on Pre~e, 1945). 

5Francea B. Strain,••• Pattern• 1n Sex Teao111n&5 (lie• 
York: D. Appleton-Centur7 Oompan7, 193'4). 

6 , Be~ Boni (le• York: 1). Appleton-Centur7 
Oompan-7-, ...,rn-o-.-, 1931).· 

, Teen Daza (lew York: 
Compan-7-, _I_n_c-.-, 1946) • 

7 . D. Appleton•OenturJ 
' • 



• 

• 

• 

12 

aezual development. The treatment 1a largely Crom tbe 

standpoint or an adult talking to a oh1l4. A more direct 

approach 1a provided 1n tbe 11ttle volume, Lite and Growtb.1 

1aaued by the ,rogreas1Ye Eduoation Aasoc1at1on. Still 

more helpful to the teach.er ia the excellent aurYey ot the 

field 1esued under the t1tle ot Unite 1n Peraonal Health and 

Hwan Bela t1ona. 2 The t1n1 t• tell tb.e teacher not onl7 what 

oan be taught, but how the top101 can be beet approached. -
Tfpic&l queet1ona and ane•era tor all grade levela from pre­

achool through b1gh acbool are provided. 

'?he reaearoh 1nveat1gat1on most oloaely related to the 

preaent study is on& conducted by Lemon3 on att1tudee toward 

aex education. Lemon constructed a twenty-item attitude 

acale which he used to determine the proportion ot various 

groupe favoring aex education 1n achoola. Bia population 

contained college etudenta, parents, teachers, and school 

adm1n1atratora. The reaulta ahow that teaohera are no more 

oppoaed to aex education in school than parenta, that P.T.A. 

groupe are somewhat more favorably d1apoaed toward• aex 

1Al1oe Keliber, Life and Growth (New Yorks D. Appleton­
Oen turr Company, Inc. , 1938) • 

2t1ll1an L. 81ester, William Or1ff1tha, and B. o. Pearce, 
M.D., Unite 1n Personal Health and Buman Relation• (M1nne­
apol1a: Unlvera!t7 or Minnesota Presa, 1947. 

3te:mon., ~· .2!!•, pp. 1-73. 



education than parent groupa selected at random, and that 

college etudenta are e1gn1f1cantly more 1nol1ned to favor 

ae% e ucat1on than parent• or teachera. 

With regard to relig1oua preterenoe, Lemon notes that 

Oatholica obtain attitude scores oona1derably lower than 

Proteetanta, wb.1ch mean• a more unfavorable attitude toward 

eex 1natruot1on on the part of the Oatholica. 

The trend ot reaponae to separate 1t••• 1n Lemon•• 

study rune as tollowa: 

•schools should take the lead 1n preaent1ng the tacta · 
ot aex." 

tercent dia~provinga reaohera 38-, Parent• 2,-,,~, College 
Student• 12J. 

"Sohool 1natruct1on about 1ex ahould be limited to tbe 
wa7 that plants and animal• grow and reproduce." 

Percent approving: Parente 16-29~, Teachera 11~, College 
Student• 1.,,. 

8 Ch1ldren should be given aex educat1on juat the same 
aa they are taught any other subjeot 1n aohool." 

Percent diaapprovingz Parents 8-2~, Teaohera 9,, College 
Students 5~. 

0 Both boya and g1rla should learn about the structure 
and tunotion ot the male and female aex organs as a 
part of their regular work 1n school." 

Percent d1eaJ!Prov1ng: Parente 7-21., Teachers 9i, College 
Students 1.:,,. 

Except on the firat item, the teachers occup7 an inter-
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m.(td.1at$· poa1t1on between. the pai-enta and tb.o college atud•nta. 

:rn ot.her worde t ·ee.ehers as a group ar• 1nol1ned to favor 

certain measures in sex edueat1on a little more than parente 

and a 11 t tle l es.e than oolle·se studen ta. 

In speak!ng of atut education 1t :might be well to bear 

1n mind a d1et1nct1on made by Bollea1 hetween 1ntorat1on 

ancl edu.c,aJd.on. Informatton, a4cordlng ,to b.e~ p.oint ot vlew, 

implies on11 a 'body of facte, while e~u.ca~!!!.. a~~!.~R.E!.. .. ~.o(--~-' ~., ~~~r:taa.t.1_.&nf. . ..JJle&l.ll. 01 ving ot 1ntox-mat1on abou., 

~ep~oduot1on 1n animal• can hardly 'be called. eex education, 

aaya Bolles, stnce the. cbild does not .a,soo1a te the .fact• 

wtth buman l"eprotiuct1on o~ relate the data to proeeeeea 

that take place w1tb1n hie own bodJ. In the tila, RWnan 

Grtwtb, U'l attempt 1• made to dem,onstrate for the pupil 

the meaning of ttproper" cla.aaro01'1 conduct when the tacts ot 

au are CU.acu.sse4 openly in a mu:ed group. 

1xarjor1e M. Bollea, ttsex Bduca,t1on tor a 10 ... yeai- Old," 
R7giea, XIX ( 1941) ~ PP. 44.0-442. 
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CHAP'l'lm III 

PROCEDO'llls D TESTS JU.TERIALS 

In collecting data tor thia atud1, the cooperation ot 

tb.e State Aaaoo1at1on of Parent and Teaobera was enl1ated. 

Meetinge were arranged 1n 78 communities, representing 

urban, suburban and rural areaa. Attending these meeting• 

were 4,506 houaewivea, 1,331 tathera, 846 female teachers, 

and 24,0 male teachers, making a total teat population ot 

6,92, • 

.tn arranging the meetings, the local P. T. A. otficera 

or the achool adm.1n1atrator sent invitations to all parent• 

hartng children 1n a given sohool. In every case the nature 

of the meeting was fully explained and the parents were 

urged to attend. 

The procedure at each meeting was aa 1'ollowa: 

First, a br1et review of the purpose of the meeting 

was given by the d1acuaa1on leader. (The d1acuaa1on leaders 

assisting in th1a study were repreaentativee of the E. c. 
Brown Trust, a member of the Peyohology staff, University ot 

Oreion, and the writer.) It waa explained that t.he audience 

would be given a short attitude teat to be followed bJ a 

ahowing .ot the tilm, HU1llan Growtb.. It was made clear that 

the film had not yet been released for classroom use, and 
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that this showing of the film constituted a pre-releaae 

preview. The audience waa asked to evaluate the worth and 

acceptability of the film aa a teaching a1d. 

Seoond, the audience was reque ted to till out a 10-

ite opinion acale, pertaining to bel1eta about prop r 

methods ot eex 1natruct1on and conduct at home and at aohool. 

The construction and content ot the opinion eoale 1a de­

eor1bed 1n detail 1n a later section. 

Third, the film••• introduced and abown. The d1acua­

a1on leader gave a briet review of the purpoaes or the 1'11.m 

from the standpoint of ita being suitable for showing to 

teen-age children. Atter th1a brief overview, the film waa 

shown. 

ourth, the audience waa a•ked to mark a secret f1llll 

ballot and to add any cr1t1o1 ... ot the tila on the reverae 

aide of the ballot sheet. When this waa done the opinion 

acalea and film ballots were collected. 

Fitth, an open d1aouss1on o! the film and ita uae in 

the claea room waa held. To promote d1acuaa1on reterence 

wae aometimee made to 1tema covered on the t1lll ballot. 

Every effort was ma4e to reveal the sentiments or the group 

aa a whole. It th• majority ot the group waa found to be 1n 

favor ot the film (as waa always the case), the will ot the 

major1t7 was made known b7 voice vote before the meet~ waa 

adjourned. This tactic waa employed primarily to away t~ 
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opinion o! those te• members with reservation• bout the 

film and also to reveal for the aobool administrator ho• 

muoh support he could expect from the local P. T. A. group 

1n case t he film should b used in tb.e school. It should 

be understood that the disousa1on period took plaoe atter 

t he opinion scale and tll bal1ota were collected and henoe, 

in no way, influenced the basic data reported here. 

The opinion scale used in this atud7 1a an abbreviated 

version of a almilar scale developed and etandardiaed by 

Lemon.1 The or1g1nal temon scale cons1ate of twent7 1tou, 

tour of whioh have already been reviewed in a previoua sec­

tion. Additional statements ar 2 

l. The junior high achool 1hould obtain written 
perm1ae1on trom parents before a child ta per­
mitted to attend a class 1n which eex 1a d1a­
ouaaed. 

2. Parente should not dress or undress 1n the 
presence of their children. 

3. Parente should train their children not to 
diaeusa matters of aox with other children • 

. 4,. Children should not be told about sex until 
the7 ra1ae the question themaelvea. 

'l'he Lemon scale employs the "aethod of summated rattnga", 

a procedure which was developed bJ L1kert2 in 1932. The 

1temon, ~· cit., pp. 72-7,. 
2Rene1a L1kert, "A Technique for the Measurement ot 

Attitudea," Arch1vea ot Pa7cbol0S7, JCt!I (1932), p. 5. 
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statements in th$ scale are so wordM tbat the degree of 

agreement or dieagtieeinent oan b• 1n,u.1e.ted bJ u:rk1ng r>n• 
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of five possible ehoiees: stron.gl7 appr-ove., approve, un• 

deotded.,. dlaapprov$., et:rQn.gly d1$app~ove. NUmerioa.1 va1'1&8 

frotO. 1 to 5 are assigned to ea.ch. answer d.epen41ng upon 

whether 1t la :t$,V"Ol'&.ble or nnf'ayo:rab1e to ta• statement und.4'r 

oona1derat1on .. · '.rho :m1ddle value.~ nund•clde4", always he.• a 

weight of}, irrespective of the direotlon in wh1ch the 

va.lu•o ,rttn. 'fbe l ow&st 1X71i.a1ble, scort on the scale 1, equal 

to the number of 1 tema. ol." 20, with a po.aelble h1gh score of 

100. 

In scoring th•· ab.ort&ned to~, which: ccne1.eted o! 10 

items, the same method was em»l~yed with one axcept1on. 

S1noe the we1ghtmg ot antnre:ll'e 1s an 8.$'blt!'ar7 matter, 

numer1oal we1ghta frolll Oto 4 rather than 1 to 5 were a.as1gned 

to each. an.ewer eauaing the "und.eo1ded.• category to have a 

value of 2 1n.atea4 ot ,,. It we.a felt tb.at ••llel" scores 

would be aomewb.at ?ttore easily treated, also that a low acore 

ot O woul4 'b& 1n0re t"eadil7 un.dere,tood tban a low sco:re of 10 .. 

The maxim.um aeore on tho shortened form then become, 40, 
s1p1f11ng an •u.1tra-11beral" att!trw:le, mile the lcnre•t poa­

a1ble acore 1a ·O a1gnif1'1ng an 11ultra•ce>nsePvattve" v1ew. l 

lTtu-ougbout th.ts paper tht te:rm,e "liberal• f.Uld ffion­
ae:rva t1 ve• wlll be oonf:lned exelus1velJ to e.tt1tudea toward 
sex education .. 
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The ~el1ab111ty of Lemon's sea.le is reported as r:;86. 

The adminletration of the ao ... 1te• scale •1th adBlt g:ro•f• 

eners.llJ required between 20 and JO minutes. It was not 

practical in tbe present stud.J to ulow more than 15 m!nutea 

tor the attitude scale, hence 1t we.a ne-oeseary to l"eduee the 

length of the Lemon scale.. Ten ot th,it twenty 1tttma .w~re 

selected Qn tb.e 'ba4is of tn,ei;r Uffo.r-ent1a.t1on between high 

and low groupe an4 also for tb.eir relevanee to the prol>l•• 

at hand .. 

· The r&11ab111 ty ooef t1cient ot the abOr t~med fonas., 

determined b7 the ep1.1t.-balt method whore 5 odd items were 

correlated wt.th 5 e"leu J. teme, waa r•. ;6. Tb.is coetfteien,, 

eoM:"&eted bJ the Spearman-Brown Propb.eo7 Pormµla, beoomee 

r• .. 72. Whon eorreoted for £ov ·ttmea the 1enstll of tb.e scale, 

which would be equivalent to a 20-.1tem seale,tb.e reliab111t7 

coe:f'fie1ent beeom.ea J'••B4• Thia 1s approxu,.atel7 the SIU1'1$ 

rel1e.b111t7 as repol:'ted by Lemon .. l It sbou.14 be po1nted. out 

in this oonnect1on that tho :reliability coeff1e1ent ae com­

puted is based. on a M.atr1but1on of eooree witb a sigma ot 

5 .. 4. In some eommunitiea the sta.nda:vd. devlat,.ton of acott,e,i 

ran as hls)l. a• 7.6 which means tlaat !.n instances of tb.ie 

,sort tht rel1ab111t7 ooett1c1ent would be greatl7 augmented 

due to the ineres &d rang& .. It has been found in the various 

groups, Mwevel'", that the stand.a.rd error of meaa\U'elftent re• 
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mains !a1rly const nt with a value of approximately 3 pointa. 

Inasmuch a this tudy 1s concerned solely 1th group dif­

ferences ~ the rel1ab111ty ooetf1e1ent ot .72 is eoneldered 

eutfio!ently high to ke the opinion cale ueable for gX'oup 

analys!a. 1 

The t1lm b•llot which w s used .to obtain epeo1f1o re­

nGtion to the f11) Human Growth, oons1 te of the following 

5 stat ments 

1. I would want a child ot mine to ••• tbla film 
sometime ur1ng his school c reer. 

2. The success ot thia film will depend in a large 
measure upon tbe competence ot the person who 
u 8 1t. 

3. I teel that th1a t1lm, 1t 1t ia used 1n ~ebool, 
should b• ehown to bo7a and girl• 1n 1eparate 
olaase . 

4. 

;. 

I think that thi~ film abould be een b7 all bo7a 
and. girl• at the beg1nn1ng ot adoleaoenoe., that 
1a, in the 7th1 8th, or 9th grades. 

Inaamuoh ae thia tila does not atr••• tbe moral 
side ot sex, I think it would be dangeroua to 
show it in achool • 

It w111 be noted that the above atatementa deal d1rect-

1J with bel1et'a about the film and bow it should be uaed 1n 

aobool. The purpose ot the ballot was to obtain reaotiona 

to a standard aet of queat1ona under conditions where the 

1t. L. Kelly, Inter retat1on ot Educational Measurement• 
(Jew York: World Boo Coapany., ., pp. • 
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i-e$pondent would nc,t. hesi ta.ti ·to 1t1dieate bls true feellnga. 

Sta.tement l requ1J:.'"<Hl the ~eapondont. to evaluate the 

GU1 tab1l1 ty oj' the fi.J.m for $~Owing tO hi& QWll eh.1ld.. l'.t 

was felt that 1t would. be X-&t..tonabl.e te atUlutne that tmder 

thefi'!e o1remnsta.nce·a 0ver7 pa:rent would nial"k the ballot vei-7 

oa~efully s1ne~ the w-eltare ot hie om ch1ld is 1ncvol•ed. 

Tho parente knew th.at the sab.ool o:t.'tloial~ w~u.ld use ~•· 

sponsee tc th1e item a• a gut.a.• in d.eoid1ng wheth8r o:r no'b 

to sbow t'he tlla in sehofil. 

Statement 2 r elates to th6 CQmp•tt:in~e et tbe person 

using the :film. Inasmuch as tn• :flb.1 ta onl.y a part ot the 

total 1nstruot1onal situation and tb.e d1acu.a&1on. follow1ng 

the .film wou.ld aeoessarlly be eond.u.cted l>y th1s perion,. tb.e 

great bulk ot reactions to this. sta.temen,t would b& expect$0. 

to be 1n the affirmatl ve. The statement t .nero,fere, doea not 

have much. d:ttferential value. It was i~<lluded prlmar117 to 

afford the re~pondent.a an opport\lnitJ to •k• the point that 

WJs u.ppermost 1n the rolnds or num.1 of thoso viewing th.• t11•, 

namelys that a poo• teacher o~ d!sousston lender mi;ht ta11 

to eap1t•l1ze· upon the 1natruotional atmoi,.ph.er• created by 

tb.e tllm. In oth.e%' wo~da, a favorable t-esponse to th1a. 

statement would not neceesar1lf m&an a cr1tio1•m of the !11.m. 

In taot, a few respondents were so favorably .d1spoeed to• 

w.,..d the pieture that th&t felt 1t would be ot value even 1n 

the bands or an 1nco11pet•nt teacb.eit.. Ren.1 ta 1n a .later 

aeotion will bear on thie point. 
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Statement, g1vea the teacher or school administrator 

a lead aa to whether the parents want the film abown 1n 

mixed or segregated claaaea. It also has some a1gn1f1canoe 

1n revealing attitudes toward eex 1natruot1on. Preaumabl7 

those 1n favor of 1natruot1on in mixed groups would be more 

•11bera1• in thelr thinking a1noe aegregat1on baa generall7 

been the rul• wherever aex instruction baa been given. 

Statement 4 perta1na to the level at which the film ia 

to be shown and like atatement 2 1a not partloularl7 d1•­

or1m1natlng since 1t merely aaka for atf11"111t.tlon ot the 

t11m•a uae at the grade level for which it waa dea1gne4. 

Moreover, the t1lm contains aequencea demonetrat1ng how it 

ahould be ahown to youngetera ot pre•adoleacent age. 

Statement 5 concern• the moral 1aaue and 1a worded in 

such a way as to suggest a weakneaa in the f11Jll. Thia waa 

done with the b.ope that persona with unconacioua b1aeea 

aga1nat sex education or the film would be motivated to 

d1apla7 their prejud1oee. 

Each atatement on the film ballot could be marked 1n 

one of five waya: strongly agree, agree, undecided, d.1a­

agree or strongly disagree. These categoriea were the aam.e 

as for the opinion acale except that the worda "agree• and 

"disagree" have been aubatituted for the word, •approve• 

and "disapprove" respectively. 
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OBAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

The principal data that have been gathered with the 

attitude acale are presented in Table I below. 

Table l 

Keana and Standard DeY1ationa ot Opinion 
Soorea for Parent• and. Teacher• 

Kean S1p 

Bouaewivea <••4506) 28.22 5.27 

Pathera (Bal3,l) 27.48 5.66 
Women Teachere (Ha84.6) 29.21 5.14 
Ken Teaohere (Ns240) ,o.,4 4.84 
All Groupe 2a., Combined (X:6,923) 5.35 

The means and. standard dev1at1on1 are given for houae­

w1vea, fathers, female teaohera and. male teachers. The 

category, "Bouaewivea", 1nclud.ea all women reapond.enta who 

are married but not employed aa teachers. The same appl1ea 

to the category entitled "Fathers". "Teachers", whether men 

or women, includes all respondenta gainfully employed in the 

teaching prote.aaion irrespective ot marital atatua. 



Tbe average aoore for tathera (27.48) 1a slightly lower 

tban tbe mean score tor 1110thera (28.22). The average aoorea 

tor women and men teachers, 29.21 and 30.34 reapeot1vel7, 

are a little higher than the means for parenta. Inspection 

of the standard dev1at1ona reveala that tb.e t•aohera aa a 

group are more bo.mogeneoua tban parent•. Intereatingl7 

enough, the men teaohera with a sigma or 4.84 are tbe moat 

bomogeneoua group, while the .tath•r• with a e1gma ot 5.66 

are the moat heteitogeneoua gi-oup. B7 oontraat women teach­

era are aore like houaewivea than they are 1111:e men teacher• 

or tathera 1n the matter of group var1ab111t7. 

A.ll the ditferencea in meana between tathere, motbera, 

women teachers and men teachers, though amall,are atat1at1-

call7 a1gn1t1oant. 
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'l'able 2 

S1gn1f1oanoe of the D1tterenoea Between 
the Kean Scores or Parente and Teaohere 

Ditter- Sigma ot 
enoe Ditter-

enc• 

Houaew1Yea--rathera .74 .174 
Women Teaohera-~Bouaewivee .99 .194 

Ken Tea.chera-•Houaew1vea 2.12 .,22 
Women Teaohera--Fathera 1.73 .235 

Men Teacher•••Fatbera 2.86 .348 
llen Teach.er•--

Women Teacb•r• 1.1, .359 
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Critical 
Ratio 

4.4 
5.1 

6.6 

7.4 
6.l 

3.2 

In Table 2 it can be aeen that the or1t1cal ratios nry 

from. 3.2 to 7.4. Fathers aa a group approve leas ot aex 

education than mother•, aa 1nd1cated b7 a d1fterenoe 1n aeana 

of .74 (OR:4.4). L1kew1ae moth.era and fathers are lesa in 

tavor of sex education than men and women teachers, (CR'• 

from 5.1 to 7.4). It should be noted, however, that all the 

differences between the meana, though atat1et1cally a1gn1t1-

cant, are numerioall7 amall, rang1ng between .74 and 2.86. 

The magnitude of the differenoea 1a ao small 1n faot that 

teachers cannot well place the blame for failure to incorpo­

rate adequate classroom 1natruct1on about aex on the reac­

tionary attitudes of parents as a group. Hor can parent• 
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charge teaohel'a, without indicting themaelvea, of being 

Victorian in their attitude• towattd. sex teaohing. · Talk ot 

thia kind from either quarter 1• a rat1onal11atton. Some 

parents llligb.t reasonably contend, however, that teachers, 

it they are to provide enlightened leadership 1n the area ot 

ax 1natruct1on, muat neceaaar1ly have att1tu.dea more liberal 

than are revealed 1n the present study. That 11, the teach­

ers• attitudes mu.at b• considerably more •11beral.• than 

those of parents. 

A teat of the s1gn1f1cance of d1fterencea among th• 

standard deviations reveals two to b• a1gn1f1oant at the l~ 

level ( fathera verau, women teachers and tathera versus men 

teachers}, and two at tb.e '" level (bouaewivea veraua tath­

era and hou ew1 vea Teraua men teacher•). Tb:l"ee ot the above 

d1fterencea involve the tat.bare, which means that the tatbera 

are a1gnit1cantl1 more beterog neou1 than the other groupe. 

It will be recalled from the d11oua11on abo•• that the tathera 

alao have tb.e lowest mean ecore on the a,.tt1tude eo•le. Fro• 

these reaulta it 1e clear that tathere are more inclined than 

houaew1'f'ea or teachers to want to keep eex information out ot 

the classroom and awa7 from .children. lt would be interest­

ing to know how te. thera would react it they were persnl tted 

to express an opinion about eex eduoation tor boye veraue 

gtrla. It 1a ~u1te possible that a father 1a more concerned 

about the "bad" efteota of aex education on h1a claughter than 



on bis eon. Certa1nl,; provision should be made 1n future 

atud1ea for an exploration on this point. 
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'l'be d1atr1but1ona ot opinion acor a tor parents and 

teacher• are presented as frequency polygons 1n Figure• one 

to Four. The overall diatr1but1on 11 presented 1n Figure 

F1ve. It Will be noted that allot these figures are aome• 

what skewed toward tlle high. end or the. aoal.e. The range ot 

acorea tor houaewivea 1• fl'om 5 to 40, wb.11e the acorea tor 

tatbera range all the way troa Oto 40 with. a generoua 

apr1nkl1ng of acorea below 20. !hia brQad apread ot acorea 

accounts to~ the bigher s1gma ot the distribution for fathera. 

For woaen and en teacb.era the loweat score 1a 4 with. only a 

few eoores below 15. The d1etr1but1on tor men teachers 1• 

curiously irregular with eecondary peaka on either aide ot 

the mode. tJnleaa tn1a irregularity 1a an trror in 1ampling, 

1t 1• not eaa7 to account tor. ~ overall d1atr1but1on pre­

sented in Plgure r1ve 1a relatively amooth with the aoorea 

falling oft qu1te abruptl7 and evenl7 at the high end ot the 

acale. At th l ow end, however, the 411tributlon tall• and 

tapers otf rather alowly to the aero po1nt. 

The firat statement on the film. ballot provides infor­

mation about those parent, and teachers who do not want the 

film shown to their ~b1ldren. The number of parenta and 

teachers objecting to the fila are depleted 1n Figure• One 

to Pive b7 a aolid line at t.he bottom of the d1atribut1on 







._ FIGURE 'l'HREE * 

Distribution or Opinion Scores !or Female Teachers 
Together ~ith Nl.lllber of Teachers Opposing Film 

as Indicated by Responses to Statenent l of Film ~allot. 
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ourvea. For instance in Figure One, the frequency polygon 

for housewives, 1t can be eeen,that tour houaewivee obtain 

opinion acorea of 6 and 7, and th tall four obj ct to the 

film. Twenty housewives obtain opinion scoree ot 12 and 13. 

Only 6 ot the 20, however, expree oppoa1t1on to the t1l.JI. 

!here are only 4 1natance1 or houaewivea aooring above the 

mean (28~3) who ex~••• obJect1on to the !1lm. 

Inspection or Figure wo reveals that among tathera, 

oppoe1t1on to the f1lm 11 confined to opinion scores of 26 

and below. It 18 apparent that many fathe.rs who obta1n com­

paratively low attitude acorea nevertheleae desire the t1lm 

to be shown to their children. tmilarl7, Figure Three tor 

female teachers, sb.owa that although oppoa1t1on 1.s confined 

to the low end of the distribution, not all respond nta with 

low aoorea are agalnst the uae of tb.e film 1n the olaaeroom. 

Onl7 one man teacher expressed opposition toward the film. 

Th1a a1ngle case la ahown on Figure Four b7 a mark at aoore 

16. Figure Five represents the composite d1atr1but1on of 

opinion acorea for parente and teachera. Thia figure givee 

a better 1nd1oat1on of tbe overall relat1onah1p between 

magnitude of the attitude ,core and unfavorable response to 

the film. It cannot be said tbat a low op1n1on score will 

result 1n an unfavorable reaction to Human Growth. Boweyer, 

it ia safe to say that those parents and tech.ere who t1nd. 

fault with the film on the average earn attitude aoorea tar 



below the mean ot the distribution ae a wn.ole. Thct average 

aoore of th.$ 107 parents and teachers who do not want the 

t11m ehown to their children 1e 18.6 with a sigma ot 6.28. 

The mean or tb.e distribution of those persons 1n favor ot 

th.e t1lm is 28.7 with a a1gma ot 5.2. fh1e difference 1n 

mean.,s is highly a1gn.1t1oant at t1 ticall,; f'act wn1oh 1nd1· 

cs.tee that persona objecting to the f1lm have a strong 

1n1t1al biaa againet eex education 1n general. 

The percentage of reepondente who are in favor of, op• 

posed to, and undeoided about having Bwnan Growth shown to 

their ch.1ldren is given 1n the first part ot Table 3. Of 

those 4506 housewives, 97.3i aay thy would want the film 

shown to their children, 1.5; say ttno" and 1.2:C are undeoid- . 

ed . The percentages tor fathere, women teachers and men 

teachers ar about the same as for houa w1vee xcept tbat. 

women te eher tend to be ,lightly •ore "undecided" about 

the uae of the film. Th• m.en teachera -.re conep1ououa by 

the small amount ot opposition to th~ picture. 

The reactions to Statement 2, perta1n1ng to the qual1f1-

c t1ona of the person ahow1 tne film 1nd1cate that the vaet 

majorit7 of parente and teacher• b l1eve that the aucc ea ot 

the film will depend 1n large measure upon the oompat nc& ot 

the person who uses it. Of those who s..nawered "no" to th1• 

tatement. considerable number went on to $.xpla1n that they 

believe the film will be aucoeeaful even in the hands or a 

mediocre instructor. 
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'' 'fable 3 

Stat•••nt · 1. "l would want a eh1l.d ot mine to see th.is fil.a 
aome'b1me d.U%'bg hl• scb.oc,l ee.reer." 

Rouaewivea 
father• 
Women Teacher• 
Ken '1'eachera 
All Grou.pa eoml:>.\ne4 

Yea No - Unde• 
.,.__ -- e1de4 

Statemenu a .. "fb.e s~eo••• ot tb.1a film w1ll depend. in large 
meaeure upon the competence ot the peraon who 
uae, tt.• 

Bouaew1v•• 
father$ 
Women !eacbera 
Jlen Teachers 
All Groupe Oom.bined. 

.Percent 
· ' ffncf.e.;. 

Ho - <,1de4 

1.6 a.a 
1.2 ,.o 
1.6 

Sta. tement J • "I reel that th'• 1:~11:m, tt it ta uaed 1n achool, 
should be ahow to bo71 and g1fla 1n aeparate 
olaasea." 

Housewivea 
rather$ 
Women feaehere 
ton teachers 
All Groupe Comb1ned 

l'ercen\ 
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Table, (Cont'd) 

Statement 4. •:t think that this film abould be eeen b7 all 
boys and g1rla at the beginning of adoles­
cence, that 1a, 1n the 7th, 8th, or 9th grade." 

Houeewivea 
Fath.ere 
Women Teacher, 
Men teaohere 
All. Groups Oomb1ned 

N-wnber 

Yee -
93.6 

a;:z 
92.1 
92.9 

Percent 
unde-

NO c1ded -
4·2 J.2 

.4 2.9 ,., 7.1 a.1 5 .. 8 
:5.4 3.7 

Statement 5 .. "Inaamuoh as thi tilm does not atreaa tb.e 
moral aide of aex, I think it woul.d be danger­
oua to show 1n eob.001.• 

Houaew1vea 
Fathers 
Women Teacher• 
Men Teaob,era 
Al.l Gt-oupe Oolllbined 

Yee -,., 
5·i ~-
t·7 .o 

Percent 
ffiide-

Bo aided -
88.5 i·9 86.3 .o 
a1.1 a,a a ~s 5. 
8.1 7.9 

Considerable ditterence of opinion exi•t• 1n regard to 

Statement, which says that the t1J.m., if used 1n acb.ool, 

should be shown to boJa and S1J'll 1n separate claaaea. About 

56~ of the hou•ewivea and 491 ot women teachera disagree with 

the statement. Comparable percentages tor tatnera and men 

teachers are 6~ and 66~, reapect1Tel7. !'b.e ditterence be­

tween the aexea might be attl"1buted to the tact that women 



1n our culture are more sheltered in matter• ot aex than 

men and hence more reluotant to d1acuaa such mattera openlJ 

1n mixed groups. Tb.e greater conaervatiam ot the women 

teaohera might alao be attributed to the fact tb.at thoJ are 

actually closer to the problem of using the film 1n the 

olaaeroom. 

Use of the t11m at the Junior high aobool level, aa 

auggeated 1n Statement 4, meeta •1th the approval of about 

9,~ ot both parents and teachera. )lost of those who are un­

decided or opposed to thi• statement think that the film 

should be ab.own at an earlier age--the 4th or 5th grade. 

There are a few adulta, how•v•r, who teel that the film 

ahould be restricted to the high school level, if it 1• uaed 

at all. 

Statement 5 pertain• to the moral 1asue, stating 1n et­

feet tb.at inasmuch ae the t1lm does not atreas the moral aide 

ot eex 1 t would be dangeroua to show 1n achool. Aa waa 

pointed out earlier, this statement 1a purpoaelJ worded 1n 

auch a way aa to suggest a weakneaa 1n the film, thereb7 

giving thoae respondents with reservation• about sex educa­

tion a legitimate excuae for attacking the fil.Jll. Two hundred 

aevent -aeyen parent• and teaob.eJ:"a, or~ ot the reapondenta, 

anawered •Y••" to the moral danger ot the t1lm. The tathera 

show more oonoern pereentagew1ae than mothera and relat1TelJ 

more parents than teacher• are eena1t1ve to the alleged moral 
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,a 
danger• of the picture. 'l'he average op1n1on aoore tor the 

•7 
207 parents and teachers anawering "Yea" to Statement 5 la 

21.7, •1th a sigma ot 6.90. The me.an 1a far below the 

average for the entire population, and emphasises that thoee 

who are concerned with the moral 1aau• take a dim view of 

eex eduoat1on generallr, preferring to keep the matter 1n 

ahadow, if not in the dark. 

A small group ot 57 parents and 12 teachers spoke out 

against the film 1n Stat ment l ,uid also agreed that it waa 

morally dangeroua aa implied 1n Statement. 5, Thia group hae 

an average opinion score of 16.4 and a standard deviation ot 

6.02. Bel1eta entertained by pereona 1n thia group are ex-

, preaaed 1n the apontaneoua comments, quoted below. 

Baptist Minister, age ,6, 2 ch1ldren,op1n1on aoore 16. 
•'!'he f'ilm preaenta truth 1n a very clear and i-eal way. 
But 1an•t the truth in thia oaee dangerous to the mind 
and lite of' 6th to 9th gradereT I d1eapprove ot uaing 
the film 1n school." 

Mother, age 39, l child, protestant, opinion acore 9. 
"I don•t think this film will help th• young tolka 
morally. It would leave too man7 question• unanewered. 
we need something to give our young tolka a clean llind. 
sex la a aubJeot that w1ll alwaya be treated ae a 
d1rty aubject. I do not approve of aex being taught 
in the sohoola." · 

Mother, age 65, 2 children, Oathol1o, opinion aoore l.4. 
"I think theee children are far too young to be burdened 
w1th the fact• 1n thia picture." 

Teacher, age "old enough to nave worked out the problem", 
1 child, Ep1aoopal, opinion eoor• 12. 
•What bea1dea procreation are parent• for? Thia 1a 
the1r reepona1b1l1tJ not a proteee1onal•a nor a poor 
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over-burdened teacher'•· We are adv1ae4 1n cr1DtJ.nolog7 
that the thought comes f'irat, torma into an idea, rat• 
tlea around, and t1nall7 induce• a trial. 'A little 
leai-n1ng 1a a dangeroua thing•.• 

Teacher, age 58, marr1e.d, no childl'en, Oatholio, opinion 
acor• 17. 
". • • • man7 eh1ldl'en ar not at all 1.Jltereated 1n 
such a p1o~e aa Human ~owth. I 117aelf would neTer 
bave been 1ntereated at 13 7eare ot age••not even at 
the age ot 21.• 

Whether perao.na w1 th pre jud1cea aa strong aa tb.oae 

expressed above can be brought to change their 1deaa 1• 

problematical. A partial anawer might be proT1ded by anal7a• 

1ng the extent to which aoorea on the attitude aoale are 1n­

tluenced by a showing and d1aeuaa1on of Buman Growth. The 

exper1mental procedure would require the adllliniatration of 

the attitude acale at two d1tterent timee to an experiaental 

group and a control group. In b•tween the testing and re• 

teating ot the e:a;perimental group, the tilm would be pre­

sented. Oaina of. the experimental group over and above tho•• 

ot the control group could be attributed to tb.e influence ot 

the film, other things being equal. Com.par1aon ot ga1na 

with attitude score might reveal that the lower the attitude 

aoore the leas the gain--except at the upper end of the d1a• 

tr1but1on where gain neceaaarilJ would be limited by the 

ceiling of the teet. It gain were found to be correlated 

w1tb attitude score, then it might reasonably be inferred 

that prejudice against sex education exerc1aea a restrictive 

and insulating influence which tenda to perpetuate tile 



prejudice. Additional evidence of a supporting nature 

m1gb.t be obtained by combining an achievement test with th• 

attitude scale to aee whether pereone most preJud1ced. are 

alao leaat well 1ntormed. By controlling the intellectual 

factor some additional insight into the effect ot prejudioe 

on learning might also be obtained. 

The only attention given to prejudiced reapondenta 1n 

thia study waa ot an indirect sort in the d1souas1on period 

.following th.e showing of the film. E•ery ef'fol't waa made to 

bring out the conaenaue of the group and to reveal that 

people everywhere were 1n favor or the f11m. Thia tactic 

waa employed to swing those persona with reaervat1ona about 

. the film 1nto line with the group; to aid them 1n aena1ng 

the "group attitude", 1n other word.a. Lewinl and bia students 

have demonstrated. tb.e effect1venea.a or group dec1e1on in 

changing or molding individual conduct in comparable s1tua­

t1ona. How effective the group method was 1n th1a study 

oannot be related, however, a1noe no attempt was made to ap­

praise the results of the diacuaeion period. It can onl7 be 

ea1d that instances are on re~ord of persona who came to the 

d1acuaa1on leader after the meeting and aa1d that their atand 

on sex education had changed. appreciably 1n the course ot the 

1xurt Lewin, "Fronti ra 1n Group D)'namioa,• Human 
Relationa, X, No, l, (1947), PP• 35-,7, 



even1na. Whether these per ona were "liberal" or •oonaerva­

t1ve" at the beginning ot tho meeting le 1mpoaa1ble to tel1 

trom the protocols at band. About all that can be aa14 at 

the preaent time 1s tbat the problem ot how to alleviate 

e.xtreme prejudice again t eex educ tlon • r!ta f'Urth.er atud7. 
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O.BA.P '?ER V 

RELIGIOUS iREFERENOE AND ATTI'I'UDES TOWARD SEX EDUCATION 

A breakdown ot the attitude data by rel1g1oua preterence 

is given in Table IV. The same data are presented graphical­

ly 1n Figure Six. By referring to Figure Six, it can be seen 

that the rel.1g1oua group with the highest average opinion 

score ia the Jews (31.4), and the next high.est the Un1tar-

1ana (30.9), while the Four Square Gospel has the loweat 

average score (20.3) ot all. ln the Jlliddle of the array are 

the llormona (28.7), Cbr1at1ane (28.l),Bvangel1cala (27.4), 

and Lutberana (27.3). Farther down are the Cathol1ca and 

Baptista with averages or 27.0 and 26.a,: respectively. 

Methodist•, Christian Scientists, Oongregat1onal1ata, Prea­

byter1ana, and Ep1scopal1ana all have average acorea tbat put 

them in the upper halt ot the array. 

Some opinion scales were turned 1n with religious pref• 

erenoe denoted as "none". The ayerage score for these 

papers is relatively high (29.9). In tact the "Kone" group 

ranka third from the top being below only the Jews and tbe 

Unitarians. Precisely what the "Non" group includes 1• not 

eaa7 to aa7. Its membership may, and probablJ doea, eonaiat 

ot athe1eta, agnoat1ca, and persons who are sympathetic with 

the viewe ot several sects. In any event, it 1a sate to aay 





that per ona who have no religious pr :t'erence tend to be 

favorably inclined towards sex edue t1on. 

A study entitled.," thnooentr1ciam in Relation to Some 

Rel1g1oua Attitudea and Practioea,"1 recentl7 conducted by 

R. Nevitt Sanford and Dsn1el J. Lev1naon lenda evidence of 

a supporting nature to th.e results obtained from the preeent 

atudy. By relating aaorea on the Cal1forn1a Ethnocentr1c1am 

scale to rel1g1oua denomination, frequency of church attend­

ence, parenta• rel1g1on, importance or church, etc., it waa 

found that ubjeot who proteesed to some religious ff111a­

tion, proved to be more prejudiced than thoae who proteaaed 

to no rel1g1on or who did not attend church. In other words, 

the more rel1g1oue the individual, the more prejudiced. 

· Though they found few d1fferenoes among various rel1g1oua 

denom1nat1one,there was some tendency toward greater preju­

dice among the more orthodox and .fund.am.entalieta groupa. 

The rank order of the various oupa 1n the pr.a sent 

study should not be acoeptod as eompletely r preaentat1ve 

of the population at large. About halt of the groups contain 

leas than fifty oases. Yet, the d1fterencoa between the 

means are auff1o1ently large to yield atat1st1ca11J signifi­

cant ditterencea between moat of the groupa. Por example, 

1Nev1tt R. Sanford, and Daniel J. Levinson, "Ethnooen­
triam 1n Relation to Some Religious Attitudes and Praotioea," 
The American Payohologlat, Abatract to be published 1n 
August, 1948 issue. 
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SUJOIARY OF REACTIONS TO THE FILM, HUIIAI GROWTH 

('Olaas1f1ed b7 Religious Preference) 

Statement• 
t 

Statement• 
(5> A.Yerage (1) ~. <,> : . Opinlor,. Percent Percent • Percent . 

Preference Wwnber core S1 Yea lo ' Jo ' : Yee Bo ' 
1. g ,1.4 ,.66 100 91 6.6 Jew1ah o.o o. ~l 72 7 2.3 
2. Unitarian 30.9 .?4 95 0.0 5. 10 I2 12 o.o ;a 5. 

?: Bp1aoopal ?, 29.9 ~.az 97 1.6 1. 22 12 2.1 ?·9 None 29.9 5.2 99 o.6 o. ao 68 12 1.8 92 .2 
5. Preab7terian a,6 29., 5.1, 97 1., l. F4 61 15 2.6 90 7.4 

6. Congregational 203 21.1 4·'4 9i 0.5 :22 
~ 14 ,.o 91 6.0 

i: Ohr1at1an Science 97 2 .a .95 §a o.o 25 iZ 2.1 95 i·' Kethodiat 1019 28.8 5.07 1.0 27 5'7 2.9 90 .1 
9. Latter DaJ Salnta 5.8 (Mormon) li9 28.7 ?:i~ 99 o.o ,2 55 i4 2.2 i; 10. Chr1at1t.n 5 1 28.1 97 1.4 34 52 4.a 10.2 

, 11 . Evangelical ,Zf 27.4 5.21 92 2.8 59 

~ 
8 11.1 ~ 4-i 

12. Lutheran 21., i.18 98 l.~ 30 16 5.2 76 11. 

M: Brethren 36 27.2 .84 91 5. '' 8 2.8 i?·2 Frienda (Quakers) J; 27.0 6.1z §tt ,.o 52 ~[ ~ 
6.1 ii .9 

15. Catholic 27.0 5.4 3.8 32 8.7 11.3 

16. Seventh De.7 
Advent1at 

4ft 
26.1 6.18 92 5.7 2. 40 49 ll 5.7 a; 2.i 1i. Baptist 26. · 5.~o ;i 2.; 2. . ~a 53 12 7.2 9. 

1 • Church of God 26.0 3. 8 o. ;A 19 ,.a 92 3.2 
19. Hasarene 29 24.a 9-~ a~ Z:9 ,. 52 10 1z.o 1, 10.0 
20. aaelllbly of God ,1 20.5 b.2 .11.0 o. . z~ 27 6 1 .a i1 

,o.o 
21. Four Square Ooapel 12 20.~ 7.85 75 25.0 o. 25 '' 

o.o 

Total 0 Av .2 .8 
t 

Noter Approximatel7 2000 return• are not enter4t4 in tbe above 
total because tbe forma did not show rel1g1oua preference or 
non-preference. 

Statement 1. "I would want a child of mine to see th1a !1lm 
aomet1•• during bia aobool career." 

Statement,. "I feel that th1a film, if 1t 1• used in acbool, 
ahould be shown to boya and g1rl1 1n aeparate 
cla••••·" 

Statement 5. "Ina111111ch aa this fillll does not etreaa tb.e moral 
aide of aex, I think it would be dangerous to 
ahow in school . " 
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the Assembly or Ood and Four S uare Go2pel roup are sig­

nific ntly unlike all other groups aave the Bazarenea. The 
. . 

Baptists and Oathol1oa have nearly th same mean scores and 

both groupa re s1gn1f1oantly different from the Chi"istiana 

and from all othor groups with averag cores higher than 

the Chr1et1ans. '?he Ohr1at1ana 1n turn are s19'1!.fioantly 

different from the Ket.b.od1at1 and the other major aecta. 

There aeeme little doubt but that rel1gioua preferenoe 1a 

a factor linked with attitudes toward aex education. 

Inapeotion o! the four bar-graphs 1n Figure Si~ ehow• 

a pronounced tendeno7 for reactions to the f1lm to vary with 

average attitude aoore. or example, comparison or the two 

bar-graph• to the lett of oenter allows a d.et1n1te trend for 

the percent ot oppoa1t1on to the £11.DI to 1noreaae 1th a 

decl1n 1n aver ge attitude ecore. 

The rank order aorrelat1on coeft1c1 nt between average ,.. 

opinion acore and percent of oppoa1t1on to the film tor the 

twent7-one rel1g1oue groups 1a rho.-.aa. In other worda, 

the lower the opinion score, the greater the amount ot oppo­

sition to tb.e r11m. 

The right side ot Figure Six presents 1n graphic form 

the responses to Statement 3, •x think th1s film, it uaed 1n 

school, should be ahown to bo7a and g1rla in separate claaa• 

ee," and to Statement 5. •tnaamucb as this t1lm doea not 

atreas the moral 1de of ex, I think 1t would be dangeroua 



.. 

• 

47 

to sbow 1n· sohool". 

~enty-ono pareent ot tbe Jes and 10- ot tbe Un1tart ... 

,u1a sa7 th.at tb.e t1lm ahou.ld 'be ab.o'\'in in ••par.ate classes. 

At the btb.er .xtrellle, 7~ or the A aem'bl:y ot God and 67$ ot 

the Four Square Gospel a;;r:oup tavor :tns·tl:"uet1ou in eeg:-t1gated 

ola8ses. On the moral 1esue too, thee ob.uJ:>Oh groupa wlth the 

lo1test opinion aoo1"e• Nv-oal the greatest amount of conoern. 

Sbventec,n percent or the Na.sa~enea, 161' ot the· A4senml1 ot 

God and ,,i ot the Four Square Gospel group teel that the 

tllm ls dimg&rous since 1t neglect, the moiral a.speet of sex. 

Th& same question 1s ot little mQment to lewa, Unitarian•, 

Ep1soopal1ans and other 1.'"el1g1cua group at the high end of 

· tbb sos.le. 

Th cor:relatton co~ftiotent between average opinion 

seore and pereent of each group 1n tavcr of segregated 

ela s sea 1a r>hO•• • 95. · Be tween cp1n1o.n eco:re and the moral 

issue rh.o•-.86. 

As can be 1nter11•4 t:rom the shape of tl'i.e bar-gre.pta.t, 

the interoorrelatione among the reactione to the three .state­

ments .from the .film bal.l.ot are all high and positive .. 

(1) Opposed to tJ.lm--(3), Segregated olaaae:e rho:: .. 85 

(l} Opposed to t11m••(5) Koral 1sau.e rho•,79 

{:,) Segregated. claaa&e-~(5) 110:ral issue ,;-bo•.81.f. 

All tbe correlation coefficients, b$1ng high, reflect 

a eo.l1U'l1Un1ty o·t vespons.e on the op1n1en aca1e and the t1lm 

ballot. Religious gvoupa that are "liberal" 1n their general 
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v1ew towards sex e.d,ueat1on tend to take a 1111t,1;tral" position 

w1 th reopeot to the u.ee of the film in tne ol~asl"oom.. con.-: 

veraely., "eonservati ve" rel1.g1ous gr~upa aN 1ncl!su~d uo have 

reae~nt1one: a.bout the film and to th.ink t~t boy:, an4 511.-11 

should bs ktpt apa:,:-t \,hen the t11m ta sh.own·, 

It would. ht) 1nte:re.attn~ to know what propo~t1on of 
:' 

eaob. rel1gt.ous gi-oup tavor•d 1natruot1Qn 1.n aegr-ege.t$d. 

olassea bef'ore th• :r11m was fShown. lt may be that th& pe:r• 

o.entagea att11:ohad to lta·te•nt 3 ar$ l110re relative than ab ... 

solv.te 1n that th example ot tb.e mixed olaaa pox-trayed. 1!l 

the film :mar have ewayed a number ot respond. ate .to state a 

prete\Fenoe for mixed o:laasea when previously they ba,d favored 

, seg~esated olaasea. lust what efteet, 11 sny. the f11• baa 

upen tbie be.haY1or item snel"1ts further atu<l7. 

Analysis of th• sep~at• 1tema .oa the opinion $Cale 

reveal a few s1p.1tlcant diffet:'enoes between rel1g1oua 

group•. 1'o the State.m.e»t / •sex education should be OQnt1ned 

to personal d1ao1:uu,1on between parent an4 ch1l.d", the pat• 

tern ot: t-esponse er the J••• ant 11p1,oopal!.ana dif'f,ere sfg .... 

n1f1oantly from Ohrlatian SeJ.ent1ste, Metho41ete, Catholioe, 

Seventh Day Adventists, and laptiete. The d.1tterences are 

all significant at the l,C' leve-1. On the seoond. Statement ot 

the op1n;on s.eale, "Both boys .and glrla should learn about 

tne strueiture and runet1c;,n ot tb.e male an<l t.emale aes: organ, 

ae a part of their regular wc,rk in school .. 1t, tM only s1gntt-

1eant d1tterence is between the Baptista and. Preabyter1ana 
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wt th a Obi- square ot 7 .4 which 1a a1gn1f1,cant at the l• 

level. To Statement 3, ~Sex knowledge should be kept fro• 

children aa long aa poea1ble.", the only d1fterenoe that 

approaches s1gn1t1canae 1• betyeen the Oathol1oa and 

Methodiate .. 1'h.e Oh1-equare 11 4.22 which 1• eignlflcant at 

the 5- level. The Catbol1cs and Baptista are s1gn1t1oantl7 

un11k• the Preabyter1ane in their reactions to Statement 4, 
stating that parents should have children help prepare tor 

the arrival of a new bab7. Statement 5, wb.1ch aaya that 
~-

parents should not dreaa or undreea 1n the presence or the1r 

children, reveal• a1gn1f1cant difterencea between the Oatho-

11ca and Jewa, Mormons and Preabyteriana, llormone and Obr1a­

t1an Sc1ent1at1, Baptista and Ep1acopal1ana, Baptista and 

Oongregat1onal1ate, and Baptista and Ketbodista. Thia atate­

m.ent more than any or the oth$ra aeema to t ouch tund~•ntal 

difterencee 1n attitudes of the var1ou• rel1g1oua eecta 

towards parent-child relat1onab.1pa. 

Aa would be expected the Oathol1ca tend to be more 1n 

favor or information about sex being given to cbildren by 

the doctor or minister rather than the school teaoner (State­

ment 6). Tb.e largest Oh1-aquare between the Oatbol1ca and 

other groups on Statement 6 ie obtained with the "Bone• 

category, the group wlth no particular relig1oua PNferenoe. 

Thia finding seems reasonable since tbe minister probably 

do•• not play o important a part 1n the 11vea ot the "lone" 
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' g,:,oup. 1th reapeot to Statement 7, which pertains to the 
.,I 

pun11bment of a child for masturbation, 1t 1a found that 

the Bapt1ate ar s1gn1f'1cantly more 1n tavor of the t a te• 

ment than the Episcopaliana. .'"" In fact ther tend ,to be more 

reactionar7 than any other group although, excep~ for the 

Episcopalian• (x2.15.6), the d1fterencee are not reliablJ 

e1gn1f1csnt • 

Bo a1gn1f1cant~d1fterenc appear among the re11g1oua 

groupa on tatement.. 8, wb1ob. aa7a tllat ehildren ahould. b• 

told about sex only when they raiee the ~ue•t1on t~emselTea . 

On Stateaent 9, which instruots the teacher to avoid th& 

antbJeot of human mating when diecue11ng family relat1onah1pa, 

the Bapt1ata again are a1gn1f1cantly unlike otner major 

groupe. Statement 10 deal• •1th the age level at which the 

basic facts of aex ahould be taught. There are no reliable 

d1tferenoea among religious ••ate on this 1t m. 

Due to the amal.l number of oaaea 1.n · ten of the rel1g1oua 

groups, a thorough-going 1te an.alyaia was not teaaible. ·1n 

-future reaear·oh on thia problem, an ttempt should be made 
. . 

to add to the data tor small oupa auch as the Jews, 

Uh1tar1ana, Evangelicals, Brettu-en, Friends, ete • 

( 

.J.,, . . 

·-
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In summary the pr1no1pa). 1'1nd1nga anc.t oonolua1one ot 

th1 s s t'-tdJ a:re : · 

l. Both p1,:-,ent1 aud t•aobtr1 wltb. few e:aatpt1ona, fa vol' 

the \.\Be or tb.& film, !.t\.U1ut.n orowth, 1n tl\e elaattroo• at the­

jun10,r h1gh level. 

2. A4verse ~eactions to the film come chtetly from 

persons w1th W\:f'avorable attitudes towards ae:x -education. 

' These persons in the main are .affiliated with orthodox and 

fundamentalist religious groupa sucb ,as C_a;nol1e, Baptist, 

Ohureh. of God, Naaarene, Assembly of God and Pour Squal'e 

Gospel. 

;. A b.1gh oorrela.tion exists between a•erage opinion 

100:re ror val?lous religious grou.pa and the re,,u~t1on of these 

groups to the film and to the way it should be used in the 

clasaroo111 • 

4. 'l'eaeher.a. aa a gt*oup are sc1gn1tl·e•nt17 more 1111bel'al" 

1n their view& on $8.X education th .n parents, Fathers as a 

groµ.p are more noonservat1v," than b.ousewtves with some 

fathers being extreinel1 rea.ct1ona~7. Menc t~aoners, by oon ... 

trast, are th& :moat "liberal1t group of all. 
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5. tis inferred from responaGs to the opinion 

aco.le that parents and toachera. s.;'e · 1n favor ot some k1nd 

of aex eduo.atlon 1n sooool. Those tbe.t do entertain re:eer­

vationa or ara actively opposed to sex eduoat1on neverthale&s 

endorae tb.e film, R~ G:rowt;h., !ere olassro.om uee, with but 

few exo pt1ons ~ It would tb.orei'ore appear that the prepara­

t1on of payohologioallJ ao®d instructional •terlals ta an 

all impori;ant taotott 1n tbfJ solution ot tll• problem ot seJC 

education :tn tne classroom • 
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Your name need not e.::9:9ear on this pa:9er 

OPINION SURVEY ------

Plea.se sup:9~ personE>.l clEi.ta as inrlicated. 

~IaJ.e \ /// _ .)( Single_K,_ __ 

Female Married. ---- -----
Are you a ':9erent? Yes ---- Ho _ _,._;< __ _ Number of children ------
~es ofBeys~-~~-· -- .Ages of Girls -------------
Ohurch Preference Tf:?UJ/S ?f ------- ----------.---------------
Occu~ation --~..,..,_-'--lJ--'-·~-~-/.,_/,J_~--~-----------------~~--~·~----~ 

Directions 

A number of stBtements are o; iven on the back side of this sheet. 

Read e.2ch ste.tement and then draw a circle aroun<,'!. one of the five 

categories thE.t b 0st expresses your feeling ab01.1t the given statement. 

For exe.mple, the first str.LtHment says, "Sex education should be confined 

to personal discussions 'bet,1een pr.rent and child". If you s t rongly 

approve of this statement, draw a circle around the words "strongly 

approveff. If on the contrary, you strongly disapprove 0£ the statement, 

drm" a circle around the words "strongly disapprove". Opinions bett,,een 

these two extremes can be . indicated by encircling ttapprove", ''undecided", 

or fld,ise.pprovell, After you have marked statement 1, proceed to statements 

2, 3, 4, etc. ~e sure to mark every statement • 
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3, 

4. 

5. 

Directionsi Read each statement and then draw a circle 

around one of the five categories that best expresses your 

feeling about the given statement. For example, the first 

statement says, "I would want a child of mine to see this ' 

film sometime during hh school career". If you strongly 

agree with this statement, draw a circle around the words, 

"strongly agree". If on the contrary you strongly disagree 

with the statement, draw a circle around the words, nstro)lgly 

disagree". Opinions between these two extremes can be 

indicated by encircil ing nagreelf, "undecided" or "disagree·n. 

Be sure to mark every s·tatement. 

( 

I would want a 
school career, 

strongly 
agree 

child of mine to see this film someti~e during his 

agree undecided disagree 
strongly 
disagree 

'l'he success of this film will depend in a large ~easure upon the 
competence of the person who uses it. 

strongly 
agree agree undecided. disagree 

strongly 
disagree 

l feel that this film, if it is used in school, should be shown to 
boys and girls in separate classes. 

strongly 
agree agree undecided 

' 

disagree 
strongly 
disagree 

I think that this film . should be seen by all boys and girls at the 
beginning of adolescence, that is, in the 7th, 8th, or 9th grades. 

strongly strongly 
agree agree undecided disagree disagree 

Inasmuch as this film does not ·stress the moral side of sex, l think 
it would be dangerous to show it in school, 

strongly 
agree agree undecided disagree 

strongly 
disagree 

------,------~-·-
You may use t~e reverse side of this sheet for any add~tio~aJ. reactions 
ot comments. 
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