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About SCI

The Sustainable Cities Initiative (SCI) is a cross-disciplinary organization at the University of
Oregon that promotes education, service, public outreach, and research on the design and
development of sustainable cities. We are redefining higher education for the public good

and catalyzing community change toward sustainability. Our work addresses sustainability

at multiple scales and emerges from the conviction that creating the sustainable city cannot
happen within any single discipline. SCI is grounded in cross-disciplinary engagement as the
key strategy for improving community sustainability. Our work connects student energy, faculty
experience, and community needs to produce innovative, tangible solutions for the creation of
a sustainable society.

About SCYP

The Sustainable City Year Program (SCYP) is a year-long partnership between SCI and

a partner in Oregon, in which students and faculty in courses from across the university
collaborate with a public entity on sustainability and livability projects. SCYP faculty and students
work in collaboration with staff from the partner agency through a variety of studio projects and
service-learning courses to provide students with real world projects to investigate. Students
bring energy, enthusiasm, and innovative approaches to difficult, persistent problems. SCYP’s
primary value derives from collaborations resulting in on-the-ground impact and expanded
conversations for a community ready to transition to a more sustainable and livable future.

SCI Directors and Staff

Marc Schlossberg, SCI Co-Director, and Professor of Planning, Public Policy, and
Management, University of Oregon

Nico Larco, SCI Co-Director, and Associate Professor of Architecture, University of Oregon
Megan Banks, SCY Program Manager, University of Oregon
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About TriMet

The Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation District of Oregon was created by the Oregon
Legislature in 1969 to operate and oversee the mass transit of the Portland Metropolitan
region. This public entity was formed by the legislature as a municipal corporation to replace
the multiple private interest mass transit companies that previously operated in Multnomah
County, Clackamas County, and Washington County; the counties that make up TriMet.

In addition to operating bus lines, light rail, and paratransit in the defined Tri-Metropolitan
district, TriMet also connects to external mass transit services to provide wider blanket
coverage for the region. TriMet’s nationally recognized transit system provides more than
100 million rides annually, and carries 45% of rush hour commuters going into the Downtown
Portland area. TriMet not only moves people, but helps build sustainable cities by improving
public health, creating vibrant, walkable communities, supporting economic growth, and
working to enhance the region’s livability.

Several civic leaders have been highlighted as key figures in the creation, establishment, and
ultimate success of TriMet. Governor Tom McCall is credited with the initial call for the creation
of the public corporation; other key contributors include Congressman Earl Blumenauer, Rick
Gustafson, Dick Feeney, and Mayor Neil Goldschmidt. All were instrumental in shaping the
organization itself, as well as the land use, civic development, and transformation policies that
make TriMet the success that it is today.

The vision and efforts of these individuals and countless others have borne fruit. Recently,
TriMet celebrated the second anniversary of the opening of the most recent light rail line. Since
its inauguration the 7.3-mile MAX Orange Line has experienced continued growth, having a
6% year-to-year increase in ridership. lllustrating the holistic approach that has been a part of
TriMet from its inception, there have been wider community benefits such as a positive impact
on employment and a focus on sustainable practices such as bio-swales, eco-roofs, a
first-in-the-nation eco-track segment, solar paneling and regenerative energy systems.

TriMet is a key partner in the region’s Southwest Corridor Plan and Shared Investment
Strategy. Eleven partner agencies are participating in planning for a new 12-mile light rail

line in southwest Portland and southeast Washington County that will also include bicycle,
pedestrian, and roadway projects to improve safety and access to light rail stations. Southwest
Corridor stakeholders include Metro (the regional government), Washington County, Oregon
Department of Transportation, and the Cities of Beaverton, Durham, King City, Portland,
Sherwood, Tigard, and Tualatin. This collaborative approach strives to align local, regional, and
state policies and investments in the Corridor, and will implement and support adopted regional
and local plans. These initiatives and outcomes from participation with the UO’s Sustainable
City Year Program will help develop ideas that are cost-effective to build and operate, provide
safe and convenient access, and achieve sustainability goals while supporting the corridor’s
projected growth in population and employment.
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Course Participants, Portland State University

Team 1: Barbur Boulevard/19th Street MAX Station Integration
Madison Levy, Graduate, Urban and Regional Planning

Kelly White, Graduate, Civil Engineering

Baxter Shandobil, Graduate Certificate, Transportation

Kai Hirakawa, Undergraduate, Community Development

Team 2: Baylor/Clinton Station Pedestrian + Bike Access Plan
Hayden Glines, Undergraduate, Community Development

Qingyang Xie, Post-graduate, Urban Studies and Planning

Steve Rosen, Graduate, Urban and Regional Planning

Mohammad Hotak, Graduate, Urban and Regional Planning
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prepared by students in the University of Oregon’s Sustainable City
Year Program for TriMet’s Southwest Corridor project. Text and
images contained in this report may not be used without
permission from the University of Oregon.

UNIVERSITY OF . . .
Active Transportation Proposals for Portland Neighborhoods
OREGON P P g

O




Executive Summary

Under the guidance of instructors Mike Rose and Derek Abe, Portland State University
students worked in small groups to create active transportation plans for two sites within
TriMet’'s Southwest Corridor project area.

Barbur Boulevard/19th Street MAX Station Integration

The proposed SW Barbur Boulevard/19th Street MAX Station will be located in Southwest
Portland as part of the new Southwest Corridor MAX Line connecting Downtown Portland with
Tigard and Tualatin. This project focused on three main goals for Tri-Met as they construct

a new MAX Station at 19th and Barbur: safety prioritization for bicyclists and pedestrians,
improved connectivity for all road users to the new station, and community involvement to help
identify solutions for the first two goals. A variety of recommendations are proposed, with a
focus on three levels: station level, regional connectivity, and intersection level.

Baylor/Clinton Station Pedestrian + Bike Access Plan

The Southwest Corridor Light Rail will connect Downtown Portland with Tualatin through the
City of Tigard. In coordination with Tri-Met Southwest Corridor Light Rail project, students
developed a bicycle and pedestrian station access plan for the proposed Baylor/Clinton MAX
station on Southwest 70th Avenue in the Tigard Triangle. The team’s mission in developing
this plan is to ensure that all of the existing and future residents, workers, shoppers, students,
and other people within this station’s walkshed and bikeshed will be able to get to and from the
station on foot and by bicycle along safe, attractive, and comfortable walkways and bikeways.
In addition, this plan includes complete bicycle and pedestrian networks for the Tigard Triangle
and connections to the bicycle and pedestrian network beyond.

The proposed plan recommends near-term and long range phases. Design guides for various
roadway types are included, as well as complete street design elements such as bike lane
buffers, bus stops, crossing sidewalk extensions, mini-roundabout, Red Rock Creek Trail,
street furniture, street lighting, street trees, and a wayfinding program. Eight specific policies
and programs are proposed, as well as the cost implications.
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