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THESIS ABSTRACT
Evan James Hargrave
Master of Music in Composition
Title: Chamber Symphony for Winds, Percussion, Piano, and Strings

This thesis is a four-movement Chamber Symphony score for flute doubling piccolo,
oboe, clarinet (Bb) doubling bass clarinet, alto saxophone, bassoon doubling contrabassoon,
french horn, trumpet (C), trombone, tuba, timpani, glockenspiel, vibraphone, xylophone, crash
cymbals, suspended cymbals, tam-tam, snare drum, bass drum, piano, and string orchestra. The
Chamber Symphony explores two concepts throughout the four movements: first, there is a
subtle programmatic construction of the piece as a representation of spaceflight; second, the
piece is organized to represent the process of synthesizing the twelve-tone approach with the
traditional contrapuntal approach, resulting in a new method of writing a post-tonal fugue.

The first movement “Alla Marcia” is a sonata-allegro form representing the research of
spaceflight and ultimate launch. Theoretically, the movement juxtaposes but fails to reconcile the
twelve-tone method with a more traditional tonal counterpoint. The second movement
“Variations” is a variation form depicting the depth of space. Similar to Bach’s Goldberg
Variations, the unit of variation is a structure; however, rather than a ground bass, the
fundamental unit is an integral-serialist network of durations, timepoints, dynamics, pitch-
relationships, and timbral relationships. The third movement “Waltz” returns to a tonal approach
and depicts the docking maneuvers of two spaceships. The final movement “Fugue” is a triple-
fugue using themes derived from the prior movements to depict the return to earth from space.
Theoretically, it forms the culmination of the four movements through the synthesis of serialism

and traditional counterpoint to allow a new approach to post-tonal fugue writing.
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