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MODERN DAY VANCOUVER IS PERHAPS ONE OF THE FINEST CITIES OF TODAY NOT ONLY FOR ITS BEAUTIFUL NATURAL
SETTING BUT BECAUSE OF ITS PROGRESSIVE PLANNING EFFORTS THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE OVER THE PAST 50 YEARS. THE
FOLLOWING RESEARCH PAPER WILL DISCUSS THE HISTORY OF THE CITY, THE EVOLUTION OF ITS PLANNING EFFORTS, AND
CONCLUDE WITH SOME OF ITS EXEMPLARY WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.
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BEFORE THE WHITE MAN cAME, Burrard Inlet and English Bay were strewn with First Nation villages and

IN 1792 BRITISH NAVY CAPTAIN VANCOUVER ARRIVED AND SURVEYED THE BURRARD INLET AREA.
FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS VANCOUVER HAD BEEN A PLACE OF MEETING, TRADE AND SETTLEMENT
AMONGST NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES. THE CITY WAS ORIGINALLY INHABITED BY THREE COASTAL
TRIBES OF SALISH PEOPLES KNOWN AS, SQUAMISH, TSLIEL-WAUTUTH AND XWMETHKWYIEM. LOCATED

WITHIN A BEAUTIFUL SETTING THE CITY WOULD LATER FLOURISH, BUT NOT UNTIL THE ARRIVAL OF

THE RAILROAD AND TIMBER INDUSTRIES IN THE 1800’s.
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TIMBER ERA:

IN 1867 THE HASTINGS MILL WAS ESTABLISHED INSIDE THE BURRARD
INLET. THE MILL OCCUPIED 1000 ACRES STRETCHING FROM MODERN DAY
STANLEY PARK TO 16TH AVE. A TOWN QUICKLY SPRANG UP AROUND THE
MILL AND WAS REFERRED TO AS “GASTOWN” NAMED AFTER THE OWNER
OF A LOCAL SALOON. THE MILL WAS THE MAIN SOURCE OF COMMERCE
FOR THE AREA FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY.

IN 1870 “GASTOWN” AND THE PIERS ALONG THE WATER WERE RENAMED
GRANVILLE.

IN 1886 “GASTOWN’” AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES WERE
OFFICIALLY GROUPED TOGETHER AND NAMED VANCOUVER. THE
POPULATION AROUND THIS TIME WAS ONLY 500.

IN 1887 THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILROAD (CPR) WAS BROUGHT WEST
CONNECTING THE EAST COAST TO VANCOUVER. THIS GREATLY BOOSTED THE
POPULATION AND MADE THE SMALL TOWN A MAJOR TRADE HUB BETWEEN
THE EAST AND HONG KONG. STEAM SHIP SERVICE WAS ALSO ESTABLISHED
To HONG KONG IN THAT SAME YEAR. THOUGH POPULATION WAS ON THE
RISE THE TOWN REMAINED MOSTLY A PLACE OF INDUSTRY INHABITED MAINLY
BY WHITE MEN AND CHINESE IMMIGRANTS THROUGH THE TURN OF THE
CENTURY.
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STREET CAR ERA:

IN 1900 AN ELECTRIC STREET CAR SYSTEM
WAS BUILT. AROUND THIS TIME THE TOWN
WAS ALSO LAID OUT ON AN ORTHOGONAL
STREET GRID. MANY OF THE MAJOR
STREETS WERE DEFINED BY THE STREET CAR
ROUTES. THE CITES POPULATION REMAINED
LOW AT ONLY 2,700 AROUND THE TURN

OF THE CENTURY. HOWEVER, BY 1927

THE POPULATION HAD GROWN RAPIDLY

ToO 27,000 AS A RESULT OF GROWING
INDUSTRY AND IMMIGRANTS BROUGHT IN

BY THE MAJOR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS.
THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH HAD ALSO
BEROUGHT MANY SETTLERS TO THE AREA.
SUBURBAN NEIGHBORHOODS BEGAN TO
DEVELOP OUTSIDE OF THE DOWNTOWN
AREA. THE STREET CAR ENABLE CITIZENS
TO WORK IN THE DOWNTOWN AND COMMUTE
HOME TO SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS.

Plan of the New righion purtion of the Cry
ef Vancoures compded by the Vancouver
Map & Blueprint Company in 1573,
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MID CENTURY PLANNING SHIFT:

THROUGHOUT THE EARLY PART OF THE CENTURY THE CITY HAD
EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN BOTH POPULATION AND
INDUSTRY WHICH HAD LED TO SOME HAPHAZARD DEVELOPMENT.
THE FALSE CREEK INLET WAS BEGCOMING HEAVILY POLLUTED AND
THE TOWN WAS SPRAWLING. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS BEGAN
TAKING A STRONG INTEREST IN CITY PLANNING. TwO MAJOR
ACTS PUSHED THE PLANNING EFFORT IN A DIFFERENT DIREGCTION
WHICH wOULD MARK THE START OF THE CITIES PROGRESSIVE
PLANNING EFFORTS.

VANCOUVER CHARTER:

IN 1953 THE CITY CREATED A PROVINCIAL STATUTE WHICH
INCORPORATED THE CITY OF VANCOUVER, BC, CANADA. THE
LEGISLATION SUPERSEDED THE VANCOUVER INCORPORATION
ACT AND GRANTED THE CITY DIFFERENT POWERS THAN OTHER
COMMUNITIES HAD UNDER BC’S MUNICIPALITIES ACT. UNDER
THE CHARTER THE CITY COULD PASS BYLAWS TO REGULATE

\/ SUCH THINGS AS NOISE AND LAND USE, BUY AND SELL
\stantey Hg'iao!nr ﬁ> PROPERTY, COLLECT CERTAIN TAXES, APPROVE EXPENDITURES,
Park
Bayshore Burrard TAKE ON DEBT, GIVE GRANTS, AND HIRE AND DISCHARGE
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WEST END DEVELOPMENT!:

IN THE 1960’s THERE WAS A PUSH FOR
LARGE SCALE DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT
WHICH WAS PROMPTED BY THE GROWING
WHITE COLLAR JOB FORCE. IN 1956 A
BY-LAW WAS PASSED FOR THE WEST END
WHICH PERMITTED USES “AS OF RIGHT” IN
PARTICULAR ZONES BUT ALSO ALLOWED FOR
OTHER USES AS LONG AS THEIR NEGATIVE
IMPACTS COULD BE MITIGATED. THIS
RESULTED IN THE DEMOLITION OF MANY 3
STORY HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN THE WEST
END NEIGHBORHOOD. THE HISTORIC FABRIC
WAS OFTEN REPLACED BY TALL LOW DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL TOWERS. PUBLIC ANTIPATHY
WAS EXPRESSED TOWARD THE BRUTAL NON
PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY TOWERS WHICH OFTEN
CREATED POOR GROUND LEVEL SPACE AND
IGNORED VIEW CORRIDORS. THOUGH THE
NON-PARTISAN COUNCIL HAD CREATED

A MORE BALANCED PLANNING PROCESS,
DEVELOPERS WERE ABLE TO NEGOTIATE AND
SWAY THE POLITICS AND PROCESS TO THEIR
FAVOR.

NON-PARTISAN CITY COuNCIL

CouNCIiL APPOINTED
PLANNING COMMISSION

BOARD OF VARIANCGE
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RECOMMENDED PLAN
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FREEWAY PROTEST:

IN 1967 COMMISSIONER SUTTON BROWN HAD
PUSHED FORWARD PLANS TO BUILD AN ELEVATED
FREEWAY SYSTEM THROUGH DOWNTOWN. THE PLAN
PROPOSED A TUNNEL UNDER THE BURRARD INLET
FROM COAL HARBOR, AND AN EAST WEST SYSTEM
RUNNING THROUGH CHINATOWN. ANGRY CITIZENS
WERE SUCCESSFUL IN STOPPING THE PLAN.
SUBSEQUENT PROPOSALS WERE ALSO BLOCKED.
THIS wOUuLD PROVE TO BE A MAJOR EVENT IN THE
DEVELOPMENT IN VANCOUVER IN RETROSPECT.
THE FREEWAY WOULD HAVE DESTROYED SOME
MANY OLD NEIGHBORHOODS AND wWOULD MOST
LIKELY HAVE CREATED A MORE AUTO DOMINATED
ATMOSPHERE WITHIN THE CITY DUE TO THE

INFLUX OF CARS. MANY U.5. CITIES wOULD COME
TO SUFFER FROM LARGE DOWNTOWN FREEWAY
PROJECTS WHICH VANCOUVER WAS FORTUNATE
ENDOUGH TO AVOID.
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THE ELECTORS ACTION MOVEMENT (TEAM) REFORM 1972-80

IN 1972 A MORE AGGRESSIVE GROUP OF COUNCIL
MEMBERS TOOK CONTROL OF THE CITY COUNCIL KNOWN
AS (TEAM). THE GROUP WAS MADE UP OF PROFESSIONAL
MANAGEMENT AND ACADEMIC REPRESENTATION.

THEY FOCUSED ON MAKING THE PLANNING PROCESS
MORE TRANSPARENT TO THE PUBLIC AND IMPROVING
LIVABILITY IN DOWNTOWN. THEY ALSO EMBRACED GOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING, AFFORDABLE HOUSING,
HERITAGE PROTECTION, AND MASS TRANSIT.

SPECIFICALLY (TEAM):
- REFORMED THE PERMIT PROCESS BY GIVING

POWER TO THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING, AND BY
CREATING AN URBAN ADVISORY PANEL MADE UP
OF (13) DESIGN EXPERTS

- GENERATED NUMEROUS GOALS AND

POLICY STATEMENTS FOR PERMITTING AND
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL, THUS REFINING THE
DISCRETIONARY PROCESS

- EXERCISED VANCOUVER CHARTER BY

PREPARING OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR
SOuUTH FALSE CREEK, DOWNTOWN, AND THE
WHOLE METRO AREA WITH A “NEIGHBORLINESS”
CONCEPT

- INTRODUCED SOPHISTICATED PLANNING
CONTROLS, INCLUDING BOTH MANDATORY AND
INTERPRETIVE REQUIREMENTS.




VANCOUVER, BC

WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT:

THROUGHOUT THE 1960's AND 70’s
THE CITY LED BY (TEAM) REALIZED
MANY SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENTS,
THOUGH NOT ALL WERE A SUCCESS,
PARTICULARLY IN THE DOWNTOWN
AREA. PERHAPS THOUGH THE
GREATEST ACHIEVEMENTS HAVE BEEN
SEEN IN THE MAJOR WATERFRONT
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, MOST
WHICH HAVE DEALT WITH CLEANING
UP MESSY INDUSTRY POLLUTED
SITES. THE REMAINDER OF THIS
PAPER WILL LOOK AT A FEW OF
THESE PROJECTS. (TEAM) WAS
PARTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR TWO WELL
KNOWN EXEMPLARY PROJECTS IN THE
1970’s: GRANVILLE ISLAND AND
THE FALSE CREEK SOUTH HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT. LATER MEGA-
PROJECTS IN THE 1980’s AND 90’s
WILL ALSO BE DISCUSSED INCLUDING:
FALSE CREEK NORTH AND COAL
HARBOR,

1
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GRANVILLE ISLAND:

GRANVILLE ISLAND IS A MAN
MADE ISLAND LOCATED SOUTH
OF THE MAJOR DOWNTOWN
NESTLED IN THE OLD INDUSTRY
AREA OF FALSE CREEK. A MAJOR
BRIDGE CROSSES THE ISLAND
INTO DOWNTOWN AND SO THE
ISLAND IS A MAJOR NEXUS
WITHIN THE CITY. THE ISLAND
WAS A FORMER INDUSTRIAL SITE
FILLED WITH WHERE-HOUSES
WHICH SUPPORTED THE TIMBER
INDUSTRY. TODAY IT IS HOME
TO A LARGE PUBLIC MARKET,
ARTS SCHOOL, WATER-PARK,
HOUSEBOAT COLONY, AND
MARINE SUPPLY HUB. TRULY

A ONE OF A KIND PLACE THE
PROJECT EXEMPLIFIES THE
CITIES EARLY EFFORTS TO
CLEAN UP THE POLLUTED CREEK
SYSTEM AND RETURN IT TO THE
PUBLIC AS AN AMENITY.
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THE INDUSTRIAL ERA:

-SOIL WAS DREDGED FROM THE
SURROUNDING FALSE CREEK
BEGINNING IN 1915 IN ORDER TO
S gy pelde A L FGL wtecin MG Sl CREATE THE INDUSTRIAL ISLAND

P* WHICH WOULD SERVE AS A BASE
s WALSH CONS! AUCTI( FOR A COMBINED ROAD AND RAIL

i ial |I___ BRIDGE.

-THE ISLAND WAS INITIALLY
OCCUPIED BY SECONDARY
INDUSTRIES SERVICING FOREST,
MINING, AND SHIPPING
INDUSTRIES.

-THE FIRST BUILDING WAS A
woOoOD FRAMED BUILDING CLAD IN
CORRUGATED TIN.

-IN 1930 1,200 PEOPLE
WORKED ON THE ISLAND,
INDUSTRY DECLINED DURING

THE GREAT DEPRESSION. THERE
WAS A SECOND HEYDAY OF
PRODUCTION DURING WWII.

13
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VISIONING PROCESS: KESTAURA

FSH MARKET
THOMPSON, BERWICK, PRATT AND PARTNERS, o 4 7 3 FECH W‘REWL—
A LARGE VANCOUVER DESIGN FIRM, LED THE Tlﬁﬁ'wgg' b ; : mEATRE
VISIONING PROCESS FOR THE ISLAND AND . ’ N e
DEVELOPED A FEASIBILITY STUDY WITH FIVE AT OR IENTED. | - : A s Wﬁb lzl"é\l"\!s
PCTNITY ¥ < INFRMATON \

DIFFERENT OPTIONS FOR USES. THE GROUP

a'

DA CHAIN
ACTUALLY LIVED ON THE ISLAND TEMPORARILY IN : Al
ORDER TO GAIN A FEEL FOR THE ENVIRONMENT. : ===t AN AND STUDIOS

THE OVERALL IDEA WAS SOMEWHAT BASED ON
THE MIX USED ASSORTMENT OF TivOoLlI GARDENS,
COPENHAGEN. EARLY ON THE LEADERS OF THE
PROJECT DECIDED THAT THE PROJECT SHOULD
BE PHASED OVER TIME AS LEASES OF INDUSTRY
EXPIRED SINCE THE PROJECT HAD A LIMITED
BUDGET. |IT WAS ALSO DECIDED EARLY ON THAT
THE ISLAND SHOULD RETAIN ITS ORIGINAL WHERE-
HOUSE CHARACTER BOTH FOR NOSTALGIC AND

FINANCIAL REASONS.
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STREET DESIGN:

FU@L{]@ MAR ANOTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION WAS

n THE STREET DESIGN FOR THE ISLAND. THE

DESIGNERS WANTED IT TO BE A “PLACE

FOR PEOPLE” AND LOOKED HEAVILY AT

——— EUROPEAN EXAMPLES FOR GUIDANCGE. THE

THRESHAD ZoHE. VEHCUAR  MOBVENT  THESAD ToNE
g | pper Jot

INTENT WAS ALSO NOT ONLY TO RETAIN

THE EXISTING BUILDINGS BUT ALSO THE

T T WAY IN WHICH THEY WERE ARRANGED IN

PR J.a A LINEAR FASHION. THE STREETS WERE

PAVED WITH PAVIODURS AND THERE IS VERY
LITTLE IN TERMS OF CURB AND GUTTER.

THUS THE STREETS ARE VERY MUCH A
WALKABLE SCAPE WHERE CARS ARE FORCED
TO DRIVE SLOW IN ORDER TO ADHERE TO
PEDESTRIANS. THE ISLAND PIPING WAS
ALSO PAINTED COLORS CORRESPONDING TO
THE DIFFERENT PROGRAMED AREAS OF THE

;'! ISLAND. THIS WAS A SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE

I-il.' MEANS FOR CREATING WAY-FINDING AND

\ IDENTITY ON THE ISLAND.

¢

a2 Y S A
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EXAMPLES OF BUILDING PRESERVATION AND RE-USE:
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MIX USE VARIETY:

EARLY ON THERE WERE
CONCERNS ABOUT THE VIABILITY
OF THE ISLAND AND WHETHER
IT COULD SUSTAIN ITSELF AND
OPERATE ON AN 18 HOUR
CYCLE. A LARGE PUBLIC MARKET
WAS THEREFORE ESTABLISHED
AS AN ANCHORING ELEMENT

TO THE SMALLER NON-PROFIT
BUSINESSES. A FORMULA FOR
CALCULATING LEASE RATES

WAS ALS0O DEVELOPED, WHICH
INSTEAD OF A FIXED RATE TAKES
INTO ACCOUNT GROSS REVENUE
IN DETERMINING LEASE RATES.
THIS ALLOWS FOR SMALL NON-
PROFITS TO EXIST ALONGSIDE
LARGER BUSINESS. ANOTHER
INTERESTING FEATURE OF THE
ISLAND IS THAT A CONCRETE
MIX AND SUPPLY COMPANY STILL
REMAINS ADDING TO THE OLD
NOSTALGIA OF THE PLACE.

17
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH HOUSING:

FALSE CREEK SOUTH WAS ANOTHER POLLUTED AREA
ADJACENT TO GRANVILLE ISLAND WHIGCH THE CITY
ACQUIRED IN EFFORTS TO CLEAN IT UP AND TRANSFORM
IT INTO A HIGH QUALITY MIX USED NEIGHBORHOOD.
PARTIALLY AS A REACTION TO THE HIGH RISE
DEVELOPMENT THAT HAD OCCURRED ON THE WEST

END THE PROJECT SPECIFICALLY REJECTED HIGH RISE
DEVELOPMENT.

THREE MAIN DESIGN PRINCIPLES WERE:
1) SOCIAL MIXTURE OF INCOME LEVELS
2) ENCLAVES OF CLUSTERED HOUSING
3) HIERARCHY OF OPEN SPACE
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HOousING CLUSTERS:

THE PLANNERS OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
HAD SPECIFIC GOALS REGARDING THE
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AND HOUSING
CLUSTERS AS FOLLOWS!

1) FORM SEPARATE ENCLAVES NO MORE
THAN 500 FT ACROSS

2) ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY FORUM WITHIN
EACH

3) CREATE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY FOCUS

4) MAKE STREETS SUBTLY CONVEX TO
CREATE USABLE SPACES

5) CREATE USABLE VISUALLY ACCESSIBLE
COURTYARDS WITH PRIVADLY

6) BUILD PUBLIC OUTDOOR ROOMS

19
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HousING TYPOLOGY:

THERE WERE ALSO SPECIFIC GUIDING PRINCIPLES
FOR THE HOUSING ITSELF AS FOLLOWS:

1) BUILD TOWNHOUSES, GARDEN APARTMENTS

2) BUILD CLUSTERS FOCUSED ON OPEN SPACE

3) ENSURE TALLER BUILDINGS HAVE RECEDING
FLOORS

4) ENSURE FLAT ROOFS ARE ACCESSIBLE AND
GREEN

5) ABOVE GRADE PROVIDE EARTH BALCONIES

CONCLUSIONS:

THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN GENERAL SEEN AS A
SUCCESS AND A GOOD OPTION FOR PEOPLE WHDO
WANT A QUIETER MORE FAMILY ORIENTED LIVING
EXPERIENCE. HOWEVER, THE MAJOR CRITIQUE HAS
BEEN THAT THE SEMI-PRIVATE SPACES WITHIN THE
HOUSING CLUSTERS ARE NOT VERY WELL USED.

AR

20
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FALSE CREEK NORTH:

FALSE CREEK NORTH WAS ANOTHER TRACT
OF WATERFRONT INDUSTRIAL LAND THAT
WAS ACRUIRED BY THE CITY IN THE 80’s.
THE FARTHEST EASTERN POINT OF THE
SITE WAS USED FOR THE 86’ WORLD EXPO
WHERE A STADIUM AND SOME HIGH RISE
DEVELOPMENT WAS BUILT. FOLLOWING THE
EXPO THE CITY SOUGHT TO DEVELOP THE
LARGER AREA. ORINGINALLY 19 HIGH RISE
TOWERS WERE PROPOSED FOR THE SITE.
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LAND SALE AND NEW DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

SHORTLY AFTER THE EXPO THE CITY SOLD THE SITE TO LI
KA-SHING (HONG KONG) FOR 320 MILLION. A MASSIVE
REDEVELOPMENT SCHEME WAS DEVELOPED WHICH EXGCAVATED
MUCH OF THE SHORELINE TO CREATE TWO LARGE ISLANDS
EXTENDING FROM THE SHORELINE ALONG WITH NINE SLIM

TOWERS.

SEVEN DESIGN PRINCIPALS WERE DEVELOPED:
1) INTEGRATE WITH THE CITY
2) BUILD ON THE SETTING
3) MAINTAIN A SENSE OF A SUBSTANTIAL WATER BASIN
4) USE STREETS AS AN ORGANIZING DEVICE
5) CREATE LIVELY PLACES HAVING STRONG IMAGE
6) CREATE NEIGHBORHOODS
7) PLAN FOR ALL AGE GROUPS

ANOTHER NOTABLE REQUIREMENT SET FORTH WAS THAT A
QUARTER OF THE UNITS HAD TO BE SUITABLE FOR FAMILIES.
THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT ALSO RERUIRED A PUBLIC PARK
RATION OF 2.75 ACRES PER 1000 PEOPLE
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View Cones preserved
“._  through ODP area
" (Interpolate between height
contours on False Creek
Narth ODF site)
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VANCOUVER,

BUILDING HEIGHT MAPPING
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e
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CONCLUSIONS:

1) VIEW CORRIDOR CONTROL IS AN IMPORTANT CRITERIA FOR HIGH RISE DEVELOPMENT WHICH AFFECTS BOTH THE STREET AND
BUILDING EXPERIENCE.

2) STRONG CITY INVOLVEMENT AND PARAMETERS SEEM TO RESULT IN DEVELOPERS GOING ABOVE STANDARDS.

3) FREQUENT UPDATING OF MASTER PLAN AND GUIDELINES HAS ALLOWED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT IMPROVE AND ADJUST.

25
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CoOAL HARBOR:

COAL HARBOR LOCATED ON THE NORTH EDGE OF DOWNTOWN IS
A MORE MODERN DEVELOPMENT OCCURRING IN THE 1990’s. THE
PROJECT WAS AGAIN EFFORT BY THE CITY TO UTILIZE INDUSTRY
POLLUTED LAND, THIS BEING OLD RAIL YARD. THE INITIAL PLAN
INCLUDED A LARGE FESTIVAL MARKET, MARINA, AND FIVE MAJOR
OFFICE TOWERS.

THE OFFICIAL APPROVED PLAN HAD 3 OFFICE TOWERS, 3
RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS , 2 PUBLIC PARKS, AND AN
EXTENSION OF THE CONVENTION CENTER. THE HARBOR GREEN
CREATED ALONG THE WATER EDGE IS YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE
OF HOW THE GCITY HAS GARNERED LARGE AMOUNTS OF PUBLIC

SPACE OUT OF DEVELOPMENT. IT IS REGARDED AS “THE CITY’S
FRONT DOOR” AND IS SEEN AS A MAJOR ATTRACTION FOR OFFICE
WORKERS, RESIDENCE, AND CONVENTION CENTER VISITORS.

FIGURE 3 Land Use
KEY :
5 Y RESIDENTIAL

LIVE f WORK & OFFICE / RETAIL | SERVICE
AR HOTEL/ RETAIL / SERVICE

QOFFICE / RETAIL / SERVICE

RETAIL f SERVICE

[ 77] PUBLIC OPEN SPACE / ARTS COMPLEX
BEER NEIGHBOURHOOD PARK

COMMUMITY CENTRE —

HO

a7y WSE  To DOCUR
_ffiptiow TS SECTION OF PALC
Fh AL ONG WATCRIHONT WALK.

| ELEMENT ARY
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MARINA PUBLIC SPACE:

ONE OF THE MORE INTERESTING THINGS DONE
ALONG THE WATERS EDGE WAS TO CREATE A
PARKING PLINTH TO HOUSE CARS. THUS THE
PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY HAS BEEN PUSHED TO
A 2ZND LEVEL IN MANY AREAS. THIS CREATES
INTERESTING LANDSCAPING AND GRADE
CHANGES ALONG THE WATERFRONT FOR

PEDESTRIANS TO NAVIGATE.
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CONCLUSIONS:

THE BLOCKAGE OF VIEW CORRIDORS FROM DOWNTOWN HAS CONTINUED TO BE AN ISSUE RAISED. HOWEVER, AS WITH OTHER
DEVELOPMENTS EXTENSIVE VIEW MAPS WERE DEVELOPED IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE BEST RESULTS FOR EVERYONE. |IT SEEMS THAT
NEW DEVELOPMENT WILL ALWAYS FIGHT THIS COMPLAINT. SOME DESIGNERS HAVE ALSO ARGUED THAT THE GUIDELINES MAY BE
TOO RIGID AND DO NOT ALLOW FOR ENOUGH FLEXIBILITY. YET IN MY OPINION THE GUIDELINES SEEM FAIRLY OPEN AND PERHAPS

IT IS THROUGH THE DISCRETIONARY PROCESS THAT IDEAS ARE BEING SHOT DOWN. SUBSERUENT TOWERS HAVE TAKEN ON A MORE
SAIL LIKE FORM TO MITIGATE VIEWS BUT WERE NOT ALLOWED TO EXCEED HEIGHT LIMITS. | THINK THIS SHOWS BOTH THE PLANNING
DEPARTMENTS POWER BUT ALS0O HOW DESIGNS CAN FLEX WITHIN THE REQUIREMENTS TO ADDRESS CONCERNS.

28
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FINAL CONCLUSIONS:

IN GENERAL VANCOUVER HAS HAD FANTASTIC SUCCESS

IN LARGE SCALE DEVELOPMENTS AS OPPOSED TO

OTHER CITIES IN THE WORLD. OFTEN TIMES WITH LARGE
SCALE DEVELOPMENTS DEVELOPERS HAVE AN UPPER

HAND BECAUSE CITIES OFTEN FEAR THAT THEY WILL GO
ELSEWHERE SHOULD PLANNING REQQUIREMENTS BECOME
TOO STRICT. VANCOUVER HAS TAKEN A STRONG ATTITUDE
TOWARD PLANNING IN REQQUIRING DEVELOPERS TO GIVE BACK
QUITE A LOT TO THE CITY IN TERMS OF OPEN SPACE AND
LOW INCOME HOUSING. | THINK IN CASES LIKE THE FALSE
CREEK NORTH DEVELOPMENT THE CITY RECOGNIZED THAT
THEY HAD A LARGE AND HIGHLY DESIRABLE PIECE OF LAND
IN WHICH THEY COULD DEMAND A LOT EVEN IF THEY HAD TO
WAIT FOR THE RIGHT DEVELOPER. INTERESTINGLY THOUGH
VANCOUVER DEVELOPERS SEEM TO HAVE EMBRACED

THE PLANNING POLICIES AND RESULTING LIFESTYLE

OF VANCOUVER. RATHER THAN FIGHTING PLANNING
REQUIREMENTS OPEN SPACE AND PUBLIC AMENITIES HAVE
BECOME MAJOR SELLING POINTS FOR DEVELOPERS. |
THINK THAT CITIES LIKE PORTLAND CAN LEARN FROM THIS
AND SHOULD BE A BIT MORE AGGRESSIVE ABOUT PUBLIC
SPACE WHEN PLANNING LARGE SCALE DEVELOPMENTS.
OFTEN TIMES PLANNERS AND DESIGNERS HAVE UTOPIAN
IDEAS WHICH GET WHITTLED AWAY INTO DROLL RESULTS.
VANCOUVER CONTINUALLY COMES CLOSE TO HITTING THE
MARK ON THEIR INITIAL GOALS FOR PROJECTS WHICH
SHOULD BE INSPIRING TO OTHER CITIES. IN TERMS OF
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT THE CITY NEEDS TO LOOK AT
DEVELOPING STRONGER INDUSTRY SINCE MUCH OF THE
RECENT DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN LARGELY RESIDENTIAL. IT
WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE IF THE SAME METHODOLOGY
FOR CREATING DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES CAN RESULT

IN GOOD WORKPLACES AND OTHER TYPES OF LARGE
DEVELOPMENT.

29




VANCOUVER, BC

WORKS CITED

1) DELANY, PAUL. VANCOUVER REPRESENTING THE POSTMODERN CITY. VANCOUVER, CANADA: ARSENAL
PuLP PRESS, 1994. PRINT.

2) GRANVILLE ISLAND. “ISLAND HERITAGE.” <HTTP://GRANVILLEISLAND.COM/DISCOVER-ISLAND/IS-
LAND-HERITAGE>.
3) HARCOURT, MIKE, AND KEN CAMERON. CITY MAKING IN PARADISE: NINE DECISIONS THAT SAVED VAN-

COUVER. VANCOUVER, CANADA; DOUGLAS & MCINTYRE. 2007. PRINT.

4) KAPLAN, ROBERT. “VANCOUVER: TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY PATRIOTISM.” PRINT.

5) MCCULLOUGH, MICHAEL. GRANVILLE ISLAND: AN URBAN OASIS. CANADA MORTGAGE AND HOusING CO.

1998. PRINT.

6) PrRICE, GORDON. “THE DECEPTIVE CITY: HOW VANCOUVER BUILT A CITY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY ON THE
FOUNDATIONS OF 19TH.” PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY. 1997,

7) PUNTER, JOHN. THE VANCOUVER ACHIEVEMENT. VANCOUVER, CANADA: UBC PRESsSSs. 2003. PRINT.

8) WAITE, DONALD. VANCOUVER EXPOSED: A HISTORY IN PHOTOGRAPHS. BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA:
WAITE BIRD PHOTOS INC. 2010. PRINT.

30




VANCOUVER, BC

APPENDIX: URBAN DESIGN CHARETTE:

[VANCOUVER CENTRAL WATERFRONT HuB]l] GASTOWN EXTENSION
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CONVENTION CENTER y k. // PORT OF VANCOUVER

THE WATERFRONT SITE EAST OF DOWNTOWN AND NORTH OF OLD GASTOWN IS CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY AN OPEN PARKING
LOT, HELICOPTER PAD, AND PARK. BEING ON THE WATER’S EDGE THE SITE IS A PRIME LOCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT IN
VANCOUVER AND COULD BE DEVELOPED SIMILARLY TO OTHER LOCATIONS ON THE SHORELINE. MAJOR RAIL LINES CROSS
THROUGH THE AREA JUST SOUTH OF THE SITE. THIS CROSSING DISCONNECTS OLD GASTOWN FROM THE WATERFRONT AS
WELL AS THE GREATER CITY.
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THE CITY HAS ALREADY BEEN ACGTIVELY ENGAGED IN CONSIDERING HOW TO DEVELOP THE SITE AND THE LARGER CONTEXT. CURRENTLY
SEVERAL FORMS OF TRANSPORTATION CONVERGE AT THE WATERFRONT STATION ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE SITE. THE CITY IS
THEREFORE INTERESTED IN CREATING A WORLD CLASS TRANSPORTATION HUB ALONG WITH A MORE RETAIL AND COMMERCGIAL OFFICE
DEVELOPMENT. THE WHITECAPS SOCCER TEAM WAS ALSO CONSIDERING CONSTRUCGTING A STADIUM ALONG THE WATER EDGE. HOWEVER,
CITY OFFICIALS AND LOCAL ARCHITECTS WARNED AGAINST THE STADIUM DEVELOPMENT CITING THAT IT WOULD NOT HELP TO EXTEND
GASTOWN AND COULD BE OVERWHELMING IN TERMS OF ENTERTAINMENT DEVELOPMENT.
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APPENDIX: URBAN DESIGN CHARETTE:

[VANCOUVER CENTRAL WATERFRONT HuB]l] GASTOWN EXTENSION

CONCEPT: DEVELOP AND SUPPORT TRANSPORTATION HUB

DESIGN GOALS:

1) CREATE DEVELOPMENT WHICH SUPPLEMENTS COMMERCIAL PROPOSALS FOR TRANSPORTATION HUB
2) CREATE DEVELOPMENT WHICH EXTENDS AND MAINTAINS CHARACTER OF ADJACENT HISTORIC GASTOWN
3) CREATE AMPLE PUBLIC SPACE AND CONNECTION TO WATERFRONT
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TRANSIT HuB + BOARDWALK + LOwW DENSITY RETAIL AND OFFICE
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