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In both the American and Nicaraguan Revolutions the
armed forces appear to have served a.dual purpose: to engage
in armed struggle against the enemy and to socialize its
members into the 1ideology of the revolution's 1leaders.
However, the two revolutions had drastically different
experiences once they established their respective
governments. In the years after the Nicaraguan Revolution the
country became embroiled in a devastating civil war, while the
United States managed to escape such drastic conflict. Was
the Continental Army because of its size and permanence a more
effective socializing mechanism than the guerrilla force
employed by the Sandinistas? In order to answer this question
this paper examines three areas: how the Continental Arny
served as a more effective socializing mechanism than its
irregular counterpart, the militia, the roots of the conflict
between Nicaragua's Atlantic and Pacific Coasts and the

similarities and differences between the two situations. The
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comparison was somewhat superficial because of the nature of
the material available on the two revolutions. The effect
service in the Continental Army had on its members can be seen
in numerous diaries and memoirs written by people who served
in the Army. Unfortunately, this depth of first hand accounts
does not exist for the Nicaraguan example. Consequently, the
comparison can only be speculative in nature. 1In the end, it
appears as 1if the two situations have as many dissimilar
features as similar features. Hence, it is not clear that the
presence of a standing army, similar to the Continental Army,
during the Nicaraguan Revolution would have contributed
significantly to easing the tensions that emerged after the
war against Somoza. What does emerge from the comparison is
the need for an effective mechanism to bring people into the
revolution's dominant ideology in order to ensure a stable

post-revolutionary society.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In 1776 the United States became the first nation to
successfully sever its ties with a mother country and
establish a new nation. 1In large part, the success of this
revolution depended on persuading the beople of the thirteen
colonies that Great Britain's colonial policies constituted a
severe threat to their individual liberties. Two hundred
years later, a group of revolutionaries in Nicaragua ousted
the existing regime and replaced it with a new government that
fundamentally altered the 1lives of the Nicaraguan people.
However, the new Nicaraguan government soon discovered that
the changes it had brought about did not have the support of
the entire nation, and, as a result, civil war erupted. Both
of these cases serve to highlight the importance of persuasion
to a revolutionary movement. Revolutionary 1leaders must
challenge existing chains of allegiances and create a new
system of identities and structures. If the leaders of a
revolution do not effectively create sympathy for their cause
amongst the people they will often face great difficulty in
establishing their regimes.

In the case of the American Revolution and the United

States, we find one organization in particular that brought
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people together and nurtured a sense of national identity and,
in the process, communicated the ideas of the revolution's
leaders to its members and, to a lesser extent, the people at
large. That organization was the Continental Army. By
placing people from various states in contact with each other,
and by using symbols, rhetoric and rituals stressing national
identity, the Army developed among its members a sense of
national purpose crucial to the future of republicanism.'
The Nicaraguan Revolution also used military institutions to
persuade and to integrate people into the ideology and

structure of the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional?;

however, these organizations excluded some members of the
future Nicaraguan state. Specifically neglected were the
people living along Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast. This omission
had a consequence: conflict between the new government and the
people of the Atlantic Coast. And this intense struggle
eventually created an opportunity for the United States to
initiate a war against the Sandinista regime.

According to James Kirby Martin & Edward Lender the
Continental Army created a sense of nationalism among its
members that provided the framework for the eventual rise of
the Constitution. This paper explores the various ways in
which the Continental Army would have spread these values,
illustrating how revolutionary leaders communicated their
ideas to common people. In the case of Nicaragua, I hope to

analyze how and why the exclusion of the people of the
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Sandinistas had included more people from the Atlantic Coast
in the fight against Somoza the presence of a meddling power
such as the Untied States and the historical differences
between the two cultures could have allowed resentment to boil
over anyway. However, United States faced similar problems
early in its existence. Great Britain kept troops in Canada
and occupied forts in the 0ld Northwest and from this position
England could try to force the government into submission.
Similarly, the advantages of the English mercantile system,
especially the loss of naval protection, and the return of New
Orleans to the French left many Americans without a safe and
effective way to transport goods. Some genuinely feared that
Americans might attempt to return to the colonial orbit of
some major power, England, France or Spain. Given this
experience, we can at least wonder if the Sandinistas'
decision to fight their guerilla war primarily on the West
Coast, and the consequent exclusion of the people of the
Atlantic Coast from the army, played a decisive role in future

events.



CHAPTER IX
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

To many eighteenth-century Americans, nothing embodied a
greater threat to individual liberty than a standing army. At
the beginning of the war, the Continental Congress hoped that
the various state militia, consisting of citizen soldiers,
could adequately defend the new nation against the British.
Unfortunately for these idealists, reality quickly
demonstrated the need for a standing army, and in 1775 the
Congress created the Continental Army. Despite the fears of
many of the members of the Continental Congress, the newly
formed army did not lead down the road to inevitable tyranny.
In fact, by effecting the emergence of a stable national
government capable of promoting and protecting republicanism
within the United States the Continental Army played a more
important role in creating support for a new republican nation
than the militia.

Service in the Continental Army and the militia differed
significantly in their personnel and their approach to the
war. Since the Continental Army involved a full time
comnmitment and put people from a diverse array of states in
day to day contact with each other, it facilitated the

emergence of a national identity. On the other hand, militia
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Island reveals a similar pattern. Goodwin's account contained
no reference to the rest of the Army, nor any sense of how the
war as a whole had progressed to the point when his militia
unit was called up.® Goodwin's lack of knowledge concerning
the war as a whole implies either a 1less then perfect
information system or lack of interest.? The recollections
of Continental soldiers while on 1leave highlight the
difficulty in keeping informed on the war effort. For the
most part, soldiers did not record information about the rest

of the war while at home, '

indicating that news of the Army
did not spread throughout the colonies. The relative
isolation implied by these accounts typified life in Colonial
America. For the most part, newspapers of the Revolutionary
period generally contained little valuable information,'' and
difficulties inherent in travel between colonies made it
difficult to obtain accurate and timely information concerning
events in distant places.'

Without news of the entire war the attention of the
people remained focused on their local situation. While
devotion to immediate affairs was necessary, it also
contributed to a view of the war that down played the
struggle's significance to communities not directly involved
in the conflict. Such an attitude would not result in the
development of a national identity but only reinforce views of

identity based on states and localities.

But why was the militia so distracted by local events and
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so apparently unwilling to adopt a national perspective? Much
of the answer resides in the people who made up the militia.
For the most part, the militia consisted primarily of land
owners and artisans. In Sergeant Young's account of his
service in the militia, he noted that most of the men in his
unit were anxious to return to their shops,' implying that
the unit consisted of shopkeepers and other artisans.
Similarly, the notes from the Committee of Safety of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, referred to the difficulties in getting
the militia to turn out, because people did not want to leave
their farms.™ The same pattern emerged in the North
Carolina militia, who, according to Isaac Shelby's account of
the battle of King's Mountain, consisted primarily of local

farmers and merchants.?

Property owners, not surprisingly,
tended to focus on preserving and protecting their property.
Such an attitude would, naturally, require them to think in
terms of local events and worry less about occurrences in far
away places. This attitude would account for the eagerness of
Sergeant Young's men to return to Philadelphia and for the
difficulties encountered by the Bucks County Committee on
Safety in recruiting militia members.

Isaac Shelby's account of the battle of King's Mountain
reveals the effect property ownership had on militia members.
Shelby noted that members of the Virginia militia hesitated to
come to the aid of the North Carolina militia because they

16

feared loss of their farms. Especially revealing is that
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and places of business. Of course, in many cases the
Continental soldiers were already isolated. Unlike their
counterparts in the militia, members of the Continental Army
generally did not own property. The enlistees were drawn from
the poorest sections of colonial society and even included a
substantial number of indentured servants and freed slaves.!
Having few or no ties to the community, members of the
Continental Army perceived themselves less as protectors of a
particular community and more as a servant of the entire
nation. Joseph Plum Martin, a private soldier in Washington's
Army, indicates the different attitudes possessed by militia
members and members of the Continental Army when he noted:
They [the militia] would not have endured the
sufferings the army did; they would have considered
themselves free citizens, not bounded by any chords
that were not of their own manufacturing and when
the hardships of fatigue, starvation, cold and
nakedness... began to seize them in such an awful
array as they did on us, they would have instantly
quitted the service in disgust.™
Apparently, the members of the Continental Army possessed an
attitude that allowed them to persevere in situations which
members of the militia would have found intolerable and would
have left rather than endure. While large numbers of the

Continental Army did leave,”

enough of them stayed to keep
an army in the field for the entire war. That these people
remained, despite the conditions described by Martin, implies
the formation of a nationalistic mentality, one focused on the

nation rather than on their own localities. If Martin is to

be believed, by the end of the war the soldiers of the
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equally strapped for supplies. Apparently the Maryland Line
served as a particularly good example, William Seymour of the
Pennsylvania Line remarked that "the manly fortitude of the
Maryland Line was very great,"® allowing them to function
effectively despite lack of food and clothing. The example
set by the Marylanders could help establish a sense of unity
among the troops, a unity based on their common misfortune
acting as an instrument of national policy in defense of their
country. Their struggle to achieve a national goal, the cause
of their suffering, cultivated their sense of national
identity

Interestingly enough, facing these hardships may have
affected the characters of the people involved. All sources
refer to the large number of soldiers who deserted because of
the poor conditions they were asked to endure. Perhaps the
gradual elimination of those who would not tolerate such
treatment created a body of troops who embodied republicanism.
An earlier quotation from Joseph Plum Martin indicates that
some if not most the members of the Continental Army saw
themselves as defehding the country's "independence and
liberty." Perhaps the harsh conditions of Army 1life
encouraged only those soldiers who truly believed in these
values to serve out their entire enlistment. For example,
William McDowell of the Pennsylvania Line remarked in his

journal:

This morning six of the second Batalion [sic]
deserted- A lamentable circumstance indeed that
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desertion is like to continue in our army;- but
what can we expect in their situation, without
clothes and pay for two years. Every person must
allow that there is still virtue in an army when we
have any left.?

While the loss of troops does not please McDowell, he does
make an interesting point: those who remained had clearly
proven that they possessed a sense of "virtue." An
eighteenth-century definition of "virtue," provided by Charles
Royster, involved "restraint and sacrifice," and call for a
person to give "up private advantage for the welfare of others
or the welfare of the community."? Since enduring the
hardships of the war encouraged people to adopt a "virtuous"
attitude, the Army appears, almost by accident, to have
created a reasonably large body of "virtuous" citizens. These
citizens had a sense of obligation that extended beyond the
desire to defend their property; they were prepared to fight
for the "independence and liberty" of the nation.

The Army reinforced the idea of the virtuous citizenship
through religion. Many historians, such as Charles Royster,
have argued that religion offered an especially effective
means of addressing revolutionary soldiers because of the
moral authority its message contained.?® The experiences of
John Gano, an Army chaplain for much of the war, confirm this
hypothesis. The regularity with which Gano was called upon to
preach to the troops indicates that the officers perceived
Gano's role as chaplain as important, quite possibly because

of the authority he could 1lend to the message of
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27

republicanism. Religion became a prominent feature

of life in the Army in the immediately before or after
campaigns, during periods of inactivity, or during national
holidays. The content of the sermon's preached at these times
indicate how religion was used to expose soldiers to
republican values. Lieutenant Robert Parker makes an
interesting reference to a sermon on the Fourth of July being
"suitable to the occasion."® oOne can only assume that the
minister had somehow managed to intertwine the gospel with the
ideology of the Declaration of Independence. A second hand
recollection of a sermon delivered to the troops besieging
Boston serves as an indication of how this could be achieved:
He shew that Puting [sic] on the hole Armer of God
was in its Several Peaces of armer. having our
lions gurt about with truth: And having on the
breast plate of Righteousness and your feet shod
with the Preparation of Peace:?
This rather simple adaptation of Ephesians 6:14-17 gives the
Continental troops divine assurances of victory. From the
perspective of the 1listener, the values embraced by the
revolution, "Life Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,"
became the will of God. The use of republican rhetoric within
the context of religious ceremonies also appears in a sermon
preached to the troops before the battle of Brandywine in
1777:

...a proud and merciless nobility adding wrong upon
wrong and heaping insult upon robbery and
fraud...royalty corrupt to the very heart and
aristocracy rotten to the core, crime and want
linked hand and hand and tempting men to deeds of
violence and death...
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You have taken up the sword for your homes, wives,
for your little ones You have taken the sword for
truth, justice and right....30
This sermon brings out some potentially interesting
possibilities for creating republican/nationalist sympathies
among the 1listeners. Initially, one should realize that
republicanism in the eighteenth century held that people
formed governments to create an ordered society capable of
protecting the personal property of its citizens.3' 1In the
sermon, the speaker condemns the English nobility for their
crimes against property, "robbery and fraud," and violating
effort to form an ordered society by "tempting men to deeds of
violence and death." Since the wrongs committed by the
English represented violations of the republican ideals of
good government, the sermon, implicitly, encouraged soldiers
to place value on these ideals. In order to reinforce the
values of property ownership and an ordered society, the
sermon offers its audience, or "their little ones," inclusion
in the land owning class, providing incentive to fight for
these republican values. The combination of these two factors
could explain the emergence of a truly nationalized republican
ideology among the soldiers. Additionally, since the sermon
came from a representative of God, the cause of national
republicanism received transcendent importance. The fight for
independence thus became a divinely sanctioned mission that
held greater importance than individual concerns and united

the soldiers in a way few other things could. Such rhetoric
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convictions.?® certainly among the religiously devote, the
Army's deliberate use of the rhetoric of religion and
republicanism would have contributed to the emergence of a
nationalistic republicanism. Among the officers the
depth of religion is equally difficult to discern. For
example, although both Lieutenant William McDowell and
Lieutenant John Bell Tilden of the Pennsylvania Line
participated in the same campaign against Charleston, McDowell
made no mention of religion while Tilden referred to it
frequently.>® In an equally ambiguous situation, Jeremiah
Greenham made no mention of being interested in religion while
a common soldier, but upon his elevation to the officer corps

he frequently referred to religion.®

The sudden increase in
Greenham's interest in religion upon his promotion seems to
represent a larger pattern: religion, apparently, played a
larger role in the lives of officers than in the lives of
common soldiers. Interestingly, Greenham's "“conversion"
occurred at the same time that he began to study republican
writings, such as Cato's Letters.¥ While the author
mentioned no causal relationship between these two events,
they do indicate the compatibility of republicanism and
religion and, perhaps, that the Army facilitated exposure to
these ideas. Greenham's exposure could have occurred through
his relationship with other Continental officers or through

listening to sermons preached on the subject.*? If nothing

else, Greenham's experiences highlight the potential educating
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views, in this instance by reinforcing the general societal
trend towards religious 1liberty that characterized the
Revolutionary period.*3

Of course religion could embrace more than the worship of
a divine entity. Hypothetically, it could include the worship
of any object, for example the nation. Through the
celebration of national holidays the Army may have effectively
created a new civic religion, the cult of the new nation
state. While this "cult" did not challenge its traditional
counterpart for control over people's lives, it did have a
dramatic effect on how individuals perceived their
relationship to the newly formed nation. The Army celebrated
national holidays, especially congressionally appointed days
of thanksgiving and the Fourth of July.** oOn these occasions
the Army would formally recognize the Independence of the
United States.*®> Not surprisingly, the Fourth of July was
the day most often used to celebrate the emergence of a new
nation. The Fourth provided an opportunity to remind the
soldiers exactly why they were fighting. Major James Norris
illustrates how the '"Anniversary of American Independence"
adopted an almost religious nature in order to sanctify the

motives behind the war:

After Dinner the following 13 Patriotic toasts were
drank-1. July 4th. 1776 The @emorable Erra [sic]
of American Independence, United States; 2. The
United States; 3. The grand Council of America, 4.
Genl Washington and the Army; §. Genl Lincoln and
the Southern Army; 6. Genl Sullivan and the Western
Expedition;...11. The Immortal memory of those
Heros that have fallen in the defense of American



22

Liberty; 12. May the new World be the last Asylum
for Freedom and the Arts; 13. May the husbandmans

Cottage be blest with peace and his fields with
plenty-

The whole entertainment seemed to be conducted with
such joy and festivity, as demonstrated an
independent elevation of Spirit on this immortal

and interesting Occasion-%¢
The toasts celebrate the emergence of a new nation, united
under a single government, possessing all the traits of a
republican utopia: 1liberty, freedom and a nation of self
sufficient citizens. The toasts also reveal the reverence the
day and iﬁs activities inspired among these officers. The
author's description of the day "elevating the spirit," and
possessing "immortal" qualities implies that the Fourth of
July, and the ideas surrounding it, had become, in a manner of
speaking, sacred. Given the semi-divine status accorded
Independence Day by the officers, common soldiers probably
shared their leader's reverence for the day.

In reference to Independence Day during the campaign
against Charleston, South Carolina, Sergeant William Seymour
noted: "The 4th of July being the day of our Independence
declared throughout the United States of America, our Army was
drawn up and fired a fudijoy [sic]...to the great satisfaction

né47

of a vast number of spectators. Clearly, Seymour thought

the event represented something of national significance. His

reference to "Independence declared throughout the entire

United States" indicates that he no longer viewed the colonies
as thirteen separate entities but rather as a single nation.

And Seymour's comments concerning the reactions of his fellow
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experience. In short, army life would have made the rhetoric
of independence especially meaningful because it would have
had a greater affect on how soldiers perceived and reacted to
events in their every day lives.*

Besides creating a "cult of nationality," the Army
created a "cult of personality" around its leader, George
Washington. As Roger's sermon and Morris' toasts indicate,
General Washington had, in the minds of the soldiers, assumed
an important role in the war. Washington transcended state
boundaries and represented the sort of unifying figure
necessary to build a sense of national identity. The depth of
Washington's national presence appears in Captain John Davis'
account of the siege of Yorktown. According to Davis, upon
Washington's arrival at Yorktown, "Ythe officers of the
Infantry waited on the General to congratulate his arrival in
the Southern States."® John Bell Tilden also captured the
reverence with which the officers held Washington:

A very rainy Day which frustrated our intention of

waiting on his Excellency [Washington]...[the next

day] the officers of the Pennsylvania Line waited

on the General who received them politely and shook

each by the hand.®
This sort of respect implies that, as commander, Washingtqn
represented an important component of the war effort. The
favorable reaction his arrival elicited from the troops
signified the importance the approaching battle held for the

entire nation. Even the usually cynical Joseph Plum Martin

seemed to hold the general in especially high esteem. He












28

the command of a specific general, but rather to "the Enemy."
By referring to the English, generally, as the enemy, he
acknowledged that the war in the South held some importance
for his future. Certainly, it seems reasonable that, by
encouraging soldiers to think in this manner the Army helped
entrench a sense of internal solidarity, national unity and
identity.

While many different people could consider the English
everywhere their enemies, the Army cast its victories in ways
that others, apparently, did not, as the accomplishment of a
single group. John Bell Tilden noted while besieging
Yorktown, General Washington "congratulates the army on our
success southward ([specifically General Greene]."®  This
sense of unity existed even when referring to losing causes as
Greenham noted: "[We] are informed that the Enemy surpris'd a

né0

part of our Light Hors near Charleston... While not every

report was phrased in the collective, certainly, such
references helped build the sense of one army throughout one

nation, rather than separate armies fighting separate

struggles.

The Army not only recognized news of battles but also

news of more a more global nature. For example, Lieutenant

Erkuries Beatty noted:

ence of Spain Declaring war against Great
E?iizgi???The GeneE;l ordered a Feq De Joy to be
fired by the army...and the fo}low1ng Toasts.was
given...The 13 Sisters and their sponsers [sic]-
The honorable American Congress- Qenl. Washington &
the American Army...May the American Congress and
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the Legislatives of America be endowed with wisdom

and be as firm as the Pillars of time- May the

citizens and soldiers of America be Unanimous in

support of American Liberty....%

The author not only recorded the actions of the Spanish
Government but also described the reactions of the American
officers. The response to Spain's entry into the war, joining
the American cause, resembled the celebrations on the Fourth
of July.% The toasts recalling the national duty to
preserve freedom, and create a nation governed by one
Congress, reflect the dominance of republican ideology within
the Army. These toasts imply that the Army utilized events
such as these to remind soldiers of their duty to the nation
and the cause of republicanism, as well as the immediate
effect on the war.

The recognition of the French and Spanish alliances also
placed the war in an international ‘perspective. The war no
longer concerned only Americans and their former rulers, but
rather involved the entire world. Upon the entrance of Spain
and France into the war, reports "that Spain had laid siege to
Gibraltar & the French had taken the islands of Gurnsey [sic])
and Jersey"®® took on tremendous importance. Such reports
served to remind the soldiers that they were involved in a war
between nations, 1in effect emphasizing their national
identity. Jeremiah Greenham hinted at this realization when
he noted that "the French Court would not agree to any

proposals 'till England had first declared America his

Independence...."“ The war would end when the United States



30
became a nation, not when the troops left a particular region.
The manner in which events in distant colonies affected
members of the Continental Army made information about the war
as a whole especially relevant to these troops. The members
of the Continental Army continued to fight after a given
campaign had ended. James Stevens, John Goodwin, William
Young, and other members of the militia returned to their
homes after the war moved out of their state or region.
Soldiers such as Ebenezer Wild, Jeremiah Greenham, Joseph Plum
Martin, James McMicheal and other members of the Continental
Army moved from one campaign to another, even after victories
such as Yorktown and Saratoga. Consequently, events in other
theatres of the war would affect their lives in a more direct
manner than the lives militia members or civilians.

The defeat of Cornwallis at Yorktown freed large numbers
of troops to go to the aid of General Greene's army in South
Carolina. This transfer of troops allowed some soldiers to go
home and enabled the remaining ones to increase the pressure

65  clearly, the British defeat at

on the British garrison.
Yorktown held repercussions for the troops around Charleston
that differed completely from the effects it had on members of
the Virginia militia or a Pennsylvania farmer. Likewise, the
success of the French and Spanish overseas helped to determine
the length of the war in America. For example, Greenham noted

that after Yorktown the principal obstacles to peace concerned

the losses and victories England incurred in other parts of
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the world.® Events in Gibraltar did not influence the lives
a civilians in the same way as they did members of the Army.
To soldiers, the end of the war meant an end to service in the
Army, to civilians, by this point, the end of the war only

meant an official recognition of the status quo.

Consequently, the direct manner in which such information
affected the lives of Continental soldiers, probably, made the
nationalistic effects of such news greater among members of
the Army than civilians.

Service in the Continental Army also helped develop a
sense of national identity through interactions between
soldiers and civilians. Relationships between the soldiers
and civilians determined how the two groups perceived each
other, and, potentially, how they thought about the nation and
its people. Interaction between soldiers and civilians
frequently occurred in less than ideal circumstances; for
example, the soldiers often confronted civilians in order to
beg for food or shelter. These instances, both friendly and
unfriendly, tended to reinforce a sense of national identity
among the troops. When interactions were hostile solidarity
among the members of the Army increased, giving them a sense
of separation from communities and identification with the
national organization they represented. On the other hand,
favorable interactions with civilians could help break down

sectional biases, reinforcing the similarities among the

people of America.
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Beatty frequently attended social functions put on by
prominent individuals in honor of the officers: "In the
beginning of April I went on a Detachment to Shrewsbury in
Monmouth County. Here we continued very peaceably spent our
spare time with a number of fine ladies."® These functions
introduced people into social circles from which they had
previously been excluded, creating a genuine sense of
democracy between host and guest. While many officers hailed
from wealthy families, many reached their position through
promotion from the lower ranks. Amongst these people the
effects of social intermixing would have been most profound.
Jeremiah Greenham, who rose from the rank of private to
lieutenant, found that as a commissioned officer he had access
to people who belonged to a completely different social class.
For example, he recalled that on March 25, 1781, he "came to

cituate to Land Lord Green where dined....""

Certainly the
notion that one so above him in social rank (Greenham owned no
property prior to the war) would invite him to dinner would
help develop a sense of political equality and hope for social
advancement. In the recollections of Ebenezer Wild (another
individual who rose from private to lieutenant) we find a
similar pattern. On his return from Yorktown, Wild noted that
he "Spent the evening very agreeably with several gentleman of
the town."’' The reference to gentleman implies that these

people possessed social rank with in the community.

Interaction with a group of elites, even local ones, would
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bolster the impression of greater political equality. Such
notions of political equality and prospects for social
advancement fit ©perfectly into the rhetoric of the
Revolution's republican leaders.

The interaction between common soldiers and civilians
also contributed to the development of a national identity
among all people. Members of the lower classes, from whom the
Continental Army drew heavily to fill its ranks, and with whom
they most often dealt, often possessed strong sectional
biases. Joseph Plum Martin recalled an interesting episode in
which he and some of his fellow troops helped spread
understanding among the people of the nation. According to
Martin, while on a mission to get food, a woman began to make
disparaging comments about "Yankees." Upon being informed
that one of the soldiers she had fed, Martin, was a "Yankee,"
she replied, "Is he a Yankee? I thought he was a
Pennsylvanian. I don't see any difference between him and
other people."’ On campaigns, soldiers frequently stayed
with civilians and would have had ample opportunity to mingle
with them.” As Martin indicates, these situations could
break down local and regional differences or prejudices and
build a sense of understanding between different groups.

Another level of interaction between soldiers and
civilians concerned encounters between upper class citizens
and lower class soldiers. Just as the encounters between

officers and elite citizens could have had a politically
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references to the use of mock engagements as training for
combat.? As the Army began. to perceive itself as a
professional organization designed to fight for the
independence of the colonies, it would more clearly
demonstrate a professional ethic. The marked decrease in
accidents and improvement of discipline as the war progressed
supports the emergence of such an ethic.

Another indication of the emergence of a professional
ethic among the members of the Continental Army concerns their
perception of military competence. The descriptions of the
military incompetence of the militia suggests such a

transformation. &

For example, Sergeant William Seymour
harshly criticizes the militia for their incompetence during
the battle of Camden (1780) and praises the professionalism of
Continentals who maintained order during the rout.®
Regardless of the historical accuracy of the account,® it
indicates that Seymour took pride in the ability of the Army
to fight competently. Viewed in this light, condemnations of
the miiitia indicate that the soldiers took pride in fighting
well not just surviving, indicating a sense of professionalism
in their pursuit of a national purpose.®

Martial pride also appeared in the attitude that soldiers
expressed toward themselves and their accomplishments. For
example William Seymour took great pride in the performance of

the Army at Guilford Courthouse. Seymour remarked that Lord

Cornwallis "confessed that General Greene had the honor of the
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field and likewise the best of the battle. "8 Curiously, the
depth of the Army's professional pride emerged in the mutiny
of the Connecticut troops during the spring of 1780.
According to Joseph Plum Martin:

They saw no alternative but to starve to death, or

break up the army give all up and go home. This

was a hard matter for soldiers to think upon. They

were truly patriotic, they loved their country and

had already suffered everything short of death in

its cause; and now, after so much hardship to give

up all was too much, but to starve to death was too

much also.?®
The troops viewed themselves as members of a professional army
and took pride in their accomplishments, and the indignity
with which they 1lived compromised this sense of pride and
forced them to mutiny. They did not fear death in sefvice of
the country in battle, but rather resented the fact that the
country chose to treat them so poorly that they now risked
death from starvation.

This sense of professional pride was encouraged by the
conscious and unconscious acts of Continental officers. For
example, at the end of General Sullivan's campaign against the
Indians the Army faced severe supply problems. In order to
motivate the troops to continue, the officers turned to the
soldier's sense of professional pride. Nathan Davis recalled
a captain asking that "every soldier willing to go forward in
defense of his country" continue the campaign.® When
encountering a soldier who appeared young the captain urged

him to retire from the field; however, the soldier took

exception to this, and, displaying more than a little pride in
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mechanism for developing a sense of nationality, nor did it
empower its members in the same manner as the Army. By
broadening the base of those who felt included in the systen,
the Army may have helped provide a stronger, more stable

country than otherwise might have arisen.






44
by the two regions ensured conflict.

Before commencing on a detailed analysis of the
conflict between the two coasts, it seems important to offer
a demographic perspective on the Atlantic Coast. Of the
indigenous people on the coast the Miskito are the most
numerous, numbering approximately 80,000 in 1980.92 Other
indigenous populations include the Sumu Indians (10,000),
Rama Indians (1000).%® Non-indigenous groups include the
Creoles, Afro-Americans descended from escaped slaves or
imported slaves, the Garifono, descendants of native Caribs

and escaped slaves.%

Although a large number of Mestizos
have immigrated from the Pacific Coast in the last forty
years, they do not represent part of the "traditional
population," and, consequently, probably, did not have the
same perspective on the revolution as the other
inhabitants.?

In many ways, the conflict between the two Nicaraguan
coasts has its roots in the geography of the region. A
mountain range running through the middle of the country
divides Nicaragua into two very different geographical
regions. The Pacific Coast, because of ancient volcanic
activity, possess some of the best soils in world.?® 1In
addition, the climate on the Pacific side of the country has
two distinct seasons, wet and dry.?” The combination of

good soils and somewhat favorable climate have made the

Pacific region a site in which agricultural and,
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