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4. 

The Modoc Indian War. 

Chapter 1. 

The Modocs were a tribe of American Indians 

living on the borderland of Oregon and California. 1 

This district is just east of the Cascade Mountains, 

and lying on a rocky, broken sagebrush region, contain­

ing a number of alkaline lakes, some fertile valleys, 

and a few mountainous streams, but covered fer the most 

part by volcanic scoria. Their principle habitat was 

Lost River Valley and the basin of Tu.le Lake, through 

which ran the old emigrant road. 2 At the eastern 

extremity of Tule Lake were the Lava Beds. These beds 

were unknown to white men before hostilities arose. 3 • 

1. Bancroft's History of Oregon. Vol. 3, Page 556. 

2. See map. 

3. United ~ervice Magazine. Article by Col. Jackson, pp 1-12. 



These Indians were about half civilized. 

They dressed like the frontier white men, and 

were ·well armed with breech-loading and other 

rifles, which they could handle with skill and 

precision. 1 Sime 1864 the Modocs had been 

known as a treqoherous and murderous band. 2 

Their combative disposition prevented harmony 

even in their own tribes, which split into 

three parts or families, known as: Hot Springs, 

in Northern California; Rock Modocs, in the 

Vicinity of the Lava Beds; and Lost River Modocs, 

who lived principally in Oregon. 3 

l. Johnson's Encyclopedia. Vol. III. p.250. 

2. u. s. Service Magazine. Art. by Col. Jackson. p.3. 

3. !bed. p4. 
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Several treaties were made with these Indians. 

E. Steele, who was then Superintendent of Indian 

affairs in California, made one treaty. He really 

had no right to make it, because the Modocs were 

under the supervision of the Superintendent of 

Indian Affairs in Oregon. He allowed them to 

follow any legitimate calling, and they were 

permitted to visit the mining camps. 1 The Indians 

did not keep this treaty, and the following year, 

1864, another treaty was made between the United 

States and the Modocs. 2 

l. Bancroft's History of Oregon. Vol. III. p557. 

2. Ex. Doc. 1st Session 43rd aongress. No. 122. p5. 
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The Indians in this treaty relinquished all 

claim of territory ranged by them, except a certain 

portion lying north of Lost River Valley. Sconohin, 

the old head chief, faithfully kept this treaty 

because he was old and his fighting days were over . 

It was the young chiefs who violated the treaty. 

The treaty was made in 1864, and approved by the 

Senate in July 1866. It was ratified in December, 

1869. This long delay made the Indians very 

suspicious. Captain Jack declared it was not the 

same treaty, when it was explained to the Indians, 

but he was convinced by the other chiefs and he 



finally agreed to it. 1 The Klamaths and the 

Yahooskin Snakes also agreed to the terms of 

this treaty. 2 

a. 

~ Sconcgin was chief of the tribe when they 

went to live on the Klamath Reservation. The~ 

had agreed to go on this reservation in the 

treaty of 1864. The reserve was much colder 

tha:11 that which they had been used to. 3 When 

they were established there, they went to work with 

a good deal of interest to build their cabins and 

enclose groun~ for cultivation. They were so 

much annoyed by the Klamaths that they soon 

complained to their local agent, who instead of 

1. Bancroft's History of Oregon. Vol. III. p557. 

2 . Ibed. p558. 

3. United Service Mag. Article by Col. Jackson. p3. 



protecting them in their rights, endeavored to 

compromise the difficulty by removing them to 

another loeation. At this place the same 

difficulty arose and a third selection of land was 

made for them. 1 The Indians then fled from 

the reservation, alleging that the last location 

was a trap to place them in the power of their 

eneimies.2 All subsequent attempts t€l' 

induce them to return ~ailed. 3 They desired 

to be established on Lost River where they would 

be free from the Klamaths. 

1. United Service Mag. Art. by Col. Jackson. p3. 

2. The Klamaths were ancient emmiew of the Modocs. 

3. Ex. Doc. 1st sass. 43rd Cong. No. 122. p5. 



No action was taken for some time to make 

the Indians return to the :reservation. The 

authorities agreed to let them alone for the 

present. The Modocs, however, were of such a 

disposition that the settlers soon found much 

cause for complaint and wished their removal 

from the ~oat River Valley.1 

1. Ex. Doc. 1st sess. 43rd Cong. No. 122, p6. 

giving letters of inhabitants of Lost River in 

which they complained of the outrages of the 

Modoos. 

10. 
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Chapter II. 

The Indian agent of the Klamath reservation 

made repeated efforts to induce the Indians to 

return to the reserve, but every effort met with 

contemptuous refusal and the declaration that they 

would fight rather than leave their present loca-

tion. 1 

ities. 

The settlers complained to the author­

They charged the Indians with killimg 

their· cattle _. and abusing their families in the 

absence of the men. They also accused them 

of knocking down fences and of stealing hay and 

household utensils.2 The Indians had even 

1. Dr. Brady's Northwestern Fights and Fighters, 
Chap.II. :p259. Art. By Jackson. This attitude 
was assumed by Captain Jack. 

2. Ex. Doc. 1st Sess. 43rd Cong. No. 122 p6. 
Gives letters of the settlers. 



threatened the lives of several white men 

living near Lost River, Oregon. 1 

12. 

In Feb., 1872, about fif'ty of the most 

important citizens sent a petition to A. B· 

I;Ieacham, Superintendent of Indian affairs in 

Oregon, asking him to remove the M.odocs. The 

undersigned citizens were from Lost and Link 

rivers, Klamath and Tule Lake Country. 2 They 

stated that hhey had suffered years of annoyance 

from the presence of the Hodocs, and through the 

delay of the military and Indian Department had 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 122, Lst Sess. 43rd Cong. p6. 
This complaint is given in a letter from J. 
M. True, from Lost River, Oregon. 

2. Ibyd, pS. In this the petition and names 
of the fif'ty citizens are given. 
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not been removed to the reservation as stipu-

lated in the treaty of 1865. Three hundred 

Modocs were roaming about the settlements. 

They mi6ht at any time begin a desolating Indian 

War. The settlers felt that the Indians knew 

their own power and that the government by 

failing to enforce the treaty had only lead 

them to despise instead of reppect its authority. 1 

They recommended A. D. Applegate2 , of Yaimax, as 

a suitable man to take charge of the expedition 

for their removal. The petition voiced the 

sentiments of the best citizens in the county, 

and shows how they resented the delay to remove 

the Modocs. 3 

1. Ex. Doc. No.122. 1st Sess. 43rd Cong. p8 

2. Mr. Applegate is a very well known pioneer of 

Oregon. 

3. Ex. Doc. 1st Sess. 43rd. Cong. No.122 p8; 
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Other letters voicing the same grievances 

were writ~en at this time. One was a scorching 
1 letter from Jesse Applegate to A. B. Meacham, 

telling him the former's opinion in regard to 

the Modoc question. Governor Grover, of Oregon, 

also wrote a letter to Gen. Ed. R. S. Canby, asking 

him to give his.attention to the affair. He told 

of letters he had received from citizens2 . 

At la.st orders were finally reoei ved by 

the Supt. of Indian Affairs in Oregon, Hon. T;, B. 

Odeneal, to secure their removal, peacefully if 

possible, by force if necessary. 3 On his arrival 

in Salem, Mr. OdeBBal, having called upon the Modocs 

without avail to return to the reservation, deter­

mined to place the matter in the hands of Capt. 

Jaokson. 4 

Capt. Jackson, with 35 men of Co. B. 1st 

U. s. Cavalry, left at once f'or the Modoc camp. 

Mr. Odeneal requested Capt. Jackson to say that 

1. A Pioneer of Oregon, well known. 

2. Ex. Doc. 1st ~ess. 43rd Cong. No.122 pl6. 

3. Ibed. 

4. Northwester Fights and Fighters. Art. by Ivan 
D. Applegate, Chap. IV. p273. 
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they did not come to fight but to ask them 

to go peacefully to 6amp Yaimax, on Klamath 

Reservation, where ample provision had been made 

for their sustenance, and wherem by treaty, they 

agreed to live. They were to fire no gun 

except in self-defense. 

acted as interpreter. 1 

Mr. Ivan Applegate 

Capt. Jackson was accompanied from Fort 

Klamath by Lieut. Bontelle, Dr. McElderry, 36 

men of B. troop in column and four with pack trains, 

guided by Ivan D. Applegate. They marched all 

day and night, through a heavy raiBstorm, and arrived 

at the principal camp of the Modocs about daylight. 

Forming line they moved down on the camp at a trot, 

completely surprising the Indians and creating great 

commotion among them. Halting just •t the edge 

of the camp, Capt. Jackson called upon them to lay 

down their arms and surrender. Mr. Apptiegate 

interpreted Capt. Jackson's intentions ans asked 

them to comply with the orders of the Indian Dept.2 

Some of them seemed willing to do so, but Scar Faced 

Charley and Black Jim kept their guns and began to make 

1. Ex. Doc. 1st Sess. 43rd Cong. No. 122 p36 

2. Ibed. p43. 
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hostile demonstrations against the troops. After 

repeated demands en them to lay down their arms and 

surrender had been unheeded, and seeing that the 

hostile Indians were getting more numerous and deter­

mined, Captain Jackson directed Lieutenant Bontelle 

to make some men from the line and arrest the leaders, 

if possible. 

This order was followed by hostilities on the 

part of the Indians, and a general engagement innne-

diately ensued. The troops poured volley after vol-

ley amongst their worst men, driving the Indians to seek 

reguge in the brush and hills, from whence they kept 

up a desultory fire for some time. 1 

One soldier was killed during the engagement and 

almost at the first fire. After the Indians were 

driven out of range, it was necessary to care for the 

wounded, to prevent the s-quaws from killing and 

mutilating them. A slight skirmish line was sent ahead 

with Lieutenant Bontelle, Captain Jackson took what men 

could be spared, and had the dead and wounded carried 

to the river bank, then canoed across the river to 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 122, 1st Sess. 43rd. Cong. Jackson' report. 
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Crawley's ranch, about half a mile distant. 

At the same the that Captain Jackson moved on the 

™}in camp of the Ivlodocs, a smaller camp on the north 

side of the river was attacked by ten citizens. The~ 

also demanded the surrender of the Indians, which demand 

was not acceded to. l7hen the firing commenced at the 

main camp, the 

citizens. 1 
Indians at the small camp opened on the 

2 
One citizen was killed, and several Indians 

were killed and wounded. The citizens, after the f:i:Jrst 

attack, retired to Crawley•s ranch, and kept up the 

firing at long range, preventing the Indians from cros­

sing the river and attacking Jackson's flank on the 

rear. 

Two citizens coming up the road, not knowing of 

the fight, were shot, one being killed and one seriously 

wounded. 

Soon after the fight, Mr. Applegate, Burnett, Brown, 

and others, le·ft to warn citizens in other places of 

danger, leaving but a small force at the house where the 

wounded had been sent, and where a family resided. 3 Mr. 

1. Ex. Doc. 1st Sess. 43rd. @ong. No. 122. p43. 

2. The citizen was Mr. Thurber (From Ex. Doc. 122) 

3. Ex. Doc. NO. 122. 43rd_. Sess. p 43. Jackson's report. 
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Crawley rode up and asked for protection at the ranch, 

saying that the Indians were preparing for another attack. 1 

Capt. Jackson mounted his command and marched out 

at a trot for the ford, some eight miles up the river, 

sending Lieut. Boutelle with a skirmish line to clear 

the Indians out of the sage-brush, which he did effectu.ally. 2 

The troop arrived at the ranch about four o'clock, where 

they took post to await for supplies and to care for the 

wounded. While moving around the ranch some straggling 

Indians collected on the other side of the river and burned 
• 3 

a haystack and a house belonging to lu. !lonroe. Then 

they moved down toward Tu.le Lake for their refuge in the 

caves and rocks south of the lake. One band from the 

north side of the river who had been fighting the citizens 

moved down on that side of the lake during the fight and 
Lake 

commenced killing the unarmed inhabitants of Tu.le valley. 

The following morning Capt. Jackson learned that there 

were still more unwarned settlers. He immediately sent 

a detachment with Mr. Crawley to ascertain the condition 

or fate of these people. 4 The first place he crune to was 

the Boddy ranch. Here he found everything in order. The 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 122. 1st. Sess. 43rd Cong. p46. Tel. & reports. 
2. Northwestern Fight and Fighters. p. 82. 
3. Ex. Doc. No. 122. 1st. Sess. 43rd Co;og. p43. 
4. Ibed. p44. 
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house was deserted, a dog was tied to the door-step, and 
animals were in the corral. Thinking from appearances 

that the family must have been warned and fled, tp1d that 

warning had been carried on down the ~alley, Mr. Crawley 

came back and so reported. 

That evening Capt. Jackson moved to the ford to 

meet the supply train and i;revent prowling bands of 

Indians from intercepting it. The pack train came up 

at midnight, and the next morning, Dec. 1, the command 

moved back to Crawley's ranch, until supplies sufficient 

for a campaign should. be collected. 

On the evening of Dec. l, two citizens came in and 

reported that all the men of the Boddy family had been 

murdered right after the fight, and that the women of the 

family had escaped to Lost River ridge, and then to Link-

ville. Lieut. Bontelle with a detachment was sent down, 

and some of the bodies of the Boddy family were found in 

the timber, quite a distance from the house, where they 

had been cutting and ·: hauling wood. The detachment was 

proceeding down the valley when it was met by Ivan Apple­

gate, Mr. Langell and some others, who had come up the 

valley, visiting the ranches on the north side of the lake.l 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 122, 1st. Seas. 43rd. Cong. p44. 
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They reported the killing of the men of the Brotherton 

family, 1 two herders, and Mr. Henry Miller. Mrs. 

Brotherton and her two little boys had fought the Indians 

away from the house, wounding so.me. The next day2 a large 

force moved down the valley to hunt the remains of the 

murdered inhabitants. A detachment was sent to Clear 

Lake for the protection of Mr. Jesse Applegate's family. 

The only places that were still threatened were Langell 

valley and Clear Lake. It was the intention of Capt. 

Jackson to send the next reinforcements to that place. 3 

A company of Klamath Indians, thirty six in number. was 

sent out on the trail of the Modocs, to keep them from 
4 raiding until the troops could move to their hiding place. 

l. Three men, a father and two sons, from Ex. Doc. No. 122. 
2. Dec. 3. 
3. Northwestern Fights and Fighters, p 46. 
4. Ex. Doc. 1st. Bess. 43rd. Cong. No. 122, p44. From 
reports sent to Washington. 
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Chapter III. 

A:fter the first encounter Jack and his band 

retired post-haste to the lava-beds. He molested no 

one on his retreat, but Hooker Jim and his followers 

killed every one they met, in all some seventeen settlers. 1 

A:fter this they joined Captain Jack in the lava beds. 

The Lava bads were at the extremeity of Tu.le Lake, 

and had heretofore been unknown to white men. "The 

ocean breakers in all their fury, as they dash on a roc]cy 

coast, suddenly petrified, will give you an idea of the 

surfaca, 2 and the diffitultias of carrying on military 

operations in such a country." About a mile from t~e 

lake front the lava had pd>ured over the abrupt and irre­

gular cliffs, forming as it cooled, a rock wall almost 

impossible of ascent. On the crest it had broken away 

and formed a deep crevice, which in an irregu.lar line 

followed the lake shore and ma.de an almost perfect de-

fensive work. There was no part that was not covered 

with a line of fire from the natural rifle trench, while 

at the angles, massess of rock had fallen forward. 3 The 

lava beds were of irregular shape, estimated to be thirty-

l. Northwestern Fights and Fighters, bynDr. Brady, p 234. 
2. u. s. Magazine. Art. by Col. Jackson, U.S.A. p2. 
3. Ibed. p2. 
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five miles nort h to south and twenty five east to west, 

and washed by Tulelake on north east and east side. 

Most of it was of a dark color, about the same as the 

color of the Indians. The fissures formed admirable 

natural defenses, the Modocs retiring from one crest to 

another as the troops advanced; and ingariably, from their 

concealed position, inflicting loss. 1 

The Indians were well prepared for this emergency. 

They had a sufficiency of dried roots and jerked bee~ 

t o last them a year~ and Jack boasted that they could 

hold out against one thousand soldiers. 2 This seemed 

absurd to the soldiers until after they-met with such 

terrible losses in attempting to reach the Indians' 

stronghold. 3 

In January,the troops having assembled and having 

been joined by a contingent force of California volun­

teers and KJ.amath Indians, General Wheaton organized an 

attack on both sides of the Indian stronghold, expecting 

to crush them out between the foroes. 4 Col. Barnard, 

Captain First cavalry, with two catalry companies, and 

Kl.a.math Indian allies, was di~eoted to move upon the Modocs 

from the north, while General Wheaton, with a battalion 

1. Northwestern Fights and Fighters. Art. by Brig. Gen. 
Perry, U.S.A. p292. Gen. Perry fought in this war. 

2. United Service ~g. Art. by Col. Jackson, pG. 
3. Ibed. 
4. Ex. Doc. No. 122. 1st Seas. 43rd. Cong. p63. 
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of the 21st infantry, two cavalry companies and the 

California volunteers, attacked from the south of the 

lake on which the stronghold faced, being respectively 

the right and lef't of the assaulting line. The lava 

beds being impracticable for horses, the troops dis­

mounted and operated on foot. 

_ A dense fog settled over the whole lake basin, 

and continued through the next day, growing even denser. 1 

Bernard's troops had comparatively ten miles of 

hard scrambling before they could reach the point from 

which the attack was to be made on the following morning. 2 

The next day the lines formed in skirmish order by 

daylight, and advanced to the attack despite the dense fog. 

General Wheaton's line had struck the lava wa4l 

on the sou.thwest, too long to :flaa and too abrupt to 

scale. 3 

Bernard, finding tha.t he could make no headway in 

such a country, halted. The men quickly took as 

advantageous positions as could be found. 

in vain for the Indian warriors. 4 
They sought 

1. United Service Mag. Art. by Jackson. pp7-8. 
2. Ex. Doc. No. 122 1st. Sass. 43rd. Cong. pp64. 
3. Northwest Fights and Fighters, by Brady. Art. by 

Jackson. pGO. 
4. United Service Mag. Art. by Jackson. pp 7-8. 

___ J 
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Col. John Green, of General Wheaton's command, 

while trying to get int he rea~ of the Indians, struck 

the rocky glacis that faced the stronghold, and followed 

it until he reached Bernard's right. He lost heavily 

in Jilled and wounded. The attack failed more on account 

of natural obstacles, than the Indians. It was decided 

to withdraw because the rations had ru.n out, and the 

wounded had to be cared for. 1 

When Gen. Wheaton arrived in camp he found an 

order from Washington forbidding an attack on the Modoos. 2 

The message stated that he should use the troops to pro­

tect the inhabitants and if possible to prevent a war. 3 

The authorities at Washington decided to send a 

peace commission to the scene of difficulties, in order 

to settle the affair peaceably, if possible. The 

commissioners were: Gen. E. R. s. Canby, Gen Gillem, Dr. 

Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and Mr. Dyer. 4 

The peace tent was near the stronghold, and the 

peace commissioners accepted the terms to come unarmed. 

The tent was one half mile from the camp in a rocky 

depression. The Modoc Squaw, Mrs. Riddle, 5 acted as 

1. United Service Mag. Art. by Col. Jackson. p s. 
2. Ex. Doc. No. 122. 1st Sass. 43rd. Cong. p66. 
3. Ibed. Message from Gen. Sherman. 
4. Ibed. These men were chosen by authorities at Washington. 
5. Mrs. Riddle was loyal at all times and repeatedly 

warned the commissioners. U.S. Mag. & Ex. Doo. No. 122. 
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interpreter. Shit warned them of the treachery of the 

Indians, but they went anyway. 

to attend. 

Gen. Gillem was too ill 

About the time of the conference an Indian appeared 

with a white flag on a rocky ridge, in front of Mason's 

camp. Lieutenant Sherwood and Captain Boyle started out, 

the Indian fell back slowly. When the officers halted 

the Indian fired. Sherwood was shot, but Boyle gained the 

cover of the pickets. 1 This was the signal for the 

firing in the peace tent. 2 There the Indians fired on 

the commissioners, and Gen. Canby and Dr. Thomas were 

killed, Mr. Meacham was seriously wounded, and Mr. Dyer 
3 escaped. 

On Dec. 26, Major Green ordered Capt. Thomas with 

about seventy soldiers, and fourteen Warm Spring Indians, 

to make a reconnaissance in a southeasterly direction to 

a point about four miles from oamp. 4 About 12 A. M. 

the party teached the point and were resting. Suddenly 

the~ were fired on by the Indians. Part of the command 

became panic stricken, and organization stopped. All 

the officers and part of the men stayed together and fought 

1. Northwestern Fights and Fighters. p 82. 
2. United Service Mag. Art. by Col. Jackson, p 10. 
3. Ex. Doc. 1st. Sass. 43rd. eong. No. 122. pp75-6. 
4. Ibed. p88. 



like heroes, but the Indians had the advantage. 1 Stragglers 

arrived in camp about 1;30 p.M. Major Gree~ at once went 

to the assistance of Captain Thomas. Upon searching the 

lava beds, he found the bodies of Captain Thomas, Lieut. Howe, 

Lie~t. Crayton, Lieut. Harris, Lieut. Wright, and thirteen 

enlisted men. Surgeon Seming and sixteen others were 

seriously wounded. 2 

Shortly after this unfortunate attack and the massacre 
3 of the ~ommissioners, the last attack began. The lake front 

was captured, and the India.ns'supply of water was cut off. 

The troops moved .l slowly, covering each advance with rifle 

pits of rock to prevent loss of life. A mountain howitser 

battery was carried to the crest of the rock foundation, and 

with this they shelled the Indians from their stronghold. 

They retreated into the black lava vicinity, a very inacces­

sible place. 4 

The Indians finally separated, roughly speaking, into 

two bands. A portion remained with Captain Jack, and the 

rest under Hooker Jim. General Davis constantly tightened 

the cordon around the Modocs. The situation of the Indians 

became extremely difficult. Dissensions arose, as was 

1. North Western Fights and Fighters. p 189. 
2. Ex. Doc. No.122 1st. Sess. 43rd. Cong. pp88. 
3. U. s. Magazine.1 Art. By Jackson. p 10 • 

4. " II II " " " II 
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natural in a body so loosely coherent and compri$ed of so 

many diverse and independent elements. 

decided to le~ve the lava beds. 1 

They fiaally 

On May 10, in the morning at daybreak, the cavalry 

and the Indian allies at Dry Laka were attacked fiercely 

by all the hostile Modocs, a number of whom had crept inside 

the pickets about sixty yards from the soldiers. 

Jumping from their blankets, the soldiers charged 

in front of the cavalry, and the Warm Springs were moved 

on the flank. The Modoos were driven quickly from camp, 

and seeing the Warm Springs making for their flank, broke 

into such a rapid retreat the the troops could not keep 

up with them. 2 

Hasbrouoh and Jackson closed in on the Indians from 

the North and East, Mason from the West, and Perry from the 

sooth. The situation of the Indians was desperate. They 

quarreled and finally separated on the old lines, and crept 

out of the lava beds at night. 

StriJlking the trail of the Hot Springs, the cavalry 

brought them to bay in the mountains of northern California, 

fllld compelled their surrender to General Davis. 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 122, let Seas. 43rd. tong. p 89. 

2. u. s. Mag. Art. by ao1. Jackson. , 11. 



Captain Jaok's party thoroughly oonoealed their tracks, 

but some of the captured Indians revealed the hiding place. 

They were found in a gorge in the mountains north of Clear 

Lake. They were driven from it, followed closely, overt&ken 

and surrounded in the rocky canon near the l&ad of Lost River 

valley. Here the Indians su8rendered to Col. Green. 

Captain Jack with two or three bucks escaped during 

the night, but were trailed to willow spring canon and 

captured by Ool. Perry's command. The Modoc War w~s ended. 



Chapter IV. 

The court for trial of the principal men of the hostile 

Modocs was convened at Fort Klamath, Oregon, July 1, 1973. 

These men were arraigned and tried:- Captain Jack, Sconchis, 

Black Jim, Boston Charley, Bamoho (One F.zy-ed Jim) and Sloluck 

(Bok), Modoc Indian captives. 

Charge 1,- Murder, in violation of the laws of war. 

Charge II,- Assault with intent to kill in violation 

of the laws of wq.1 

Finding,- The commission havang maturely considered 

the evidence ~dduced, finds the accused Captain Jack, Soonchis, 

Black Jim, Boston Charley, Bamoho, Sloluok, as follows: of 

Charge One, "guilty"; of Charge Two, "g11ilty". 

Sentence: These Modoc Indians shall be hanged by the 

neck until they be dead, at such time and place as the proper 

authority shall direct, two-thirds of the members of the com­

mission concurring therein." 

This sen6ence we.a approved by General Grant. He set 

the third day of October, 1873 ~s the day of the execution. 2 

Therefore on that day, in the presence of troops and tm Xlamaths, 

the sentenced Indians expiated th& killing of the peace commis­

sioners and numerous other crimes. 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 1_22. 1st. Sees. 43rd. Oong. p95 

2. Ibed. Message of Pres. Grant. p97. 
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The remainder of the band, one hundred and fifty five in 

number, thirty nine men, fifty women, and siXty children, were 

sent to the Quapaw Agency in the Indian Territory, where they 

ar6 today. an~ a handfu.11 now survive. 1 

Thus ended the most costly war in which the United States 

ever engagei, considering the number of opponents. The Modocs 

inflicted defeat after defeat, and were not captured until 

treachery had played its maleficent p~rt. 

war was over half a million dollars. 

The ooat of the 

Captain Jack will not be forgotton, and the defence of 

which he was the central figure. Insignificant people as 

they were, in their brief hour, they managed to stamp themselves 

on the pages of history. 

1. Ex. Doc. No. 122. 1st. Seas. 43rd. long. p 102. 
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