Transcript
Overview
“The Memory Architect” is a hand-drawn comic with bold, graphic black and white art with detailed crosshatching and manga-inspired character designs.
Cover
A person in profile, with synaptic tendrils coming out of their head like a crown.
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Page 1
Panel 1: “In the sprawling metropolis of Neo-Tokyo 2200, a city where neon lights painted the night sky and skyscrapers pierced the heavens. The line between human and machine blurred.”  A futuristic sports car drives down a street with tall, bright skyscrapers.
Panel 2: “Cybernetic enhancements took over the city population. Anyone could be anything, a mix of identities. In this world, memories were able to transcend the human brain. These memories were stored and shared through the revolutionary technology that was the digitization of memory.” A woman with visible cybernetic enhancements on her face.
Panel 3: “The digitization of memory was the brainchild of Dr. Riku Kobayashi, a brilliant neuroscientist whose contributions to the field changed the course of human evolution.” A man in a lab coat with a stern, certain look on his face.

Page 2
Nine faces of different ages, genders, and expressions. A small young woman with dark hair, a lanky boy with shaggy hair, a woman with an inviting expression, a man with shaded glasses and a goatee, a boy with big ears, a boy with light hair and a round face, a man with a wide smile and dimples, a woman with a smirk, and a boy with short hair and wide eyes. “Rather than simple recordings of past events these digital memories encapsulated abstract ideas, emotions, and experiences in a form that could be transferred between minds.”

Page 3
Panel 1-3: A young boy with wide eyes ages into a man with a fierce expression, then into an old man with tired eyes and a walrus moustache. “Memory function involves both episodic memory, the ability to remember details of individual experiences and concept memory, the ability to link information across events to create new knowledge.”
Page 4: A person is silhouetted against a gigantic brain that looms over a city skyline. “At the heart of this technological revolution was the VMPFC-Hippocampus Network, a vast, centralized system where memories were stored, accessed, modified, and linked together. The network was a living library of human experience, constantly growing and evolving.” 
Panel 5: A diagram of a cross-section of the brain. The lobe at the front is labeled “Ventromedial Prefrontal Cortex” and a smaller section closer to where the brain meets the spinal cord is labeled “Hippocampus.” “The ventromedial prefrontal cortex (VMPFC) and the hippocampus play a major role integrating knowledge across events, in a process called episodic inference. These two structures support memory generalization by representing abstract information integrated from multiple experiences. Further reading: Hippocampus Support Concept Generalization.”
Page 4
Panel 1: A woman with a short, blunt bob and bangs, looking slightly down her nose. She wears a collared shirt. “Elara Kai, a young and promising prodigy, was one of the many memory architects in the city.”
Panel 2: Elara wearing science fiction headgear, a set of wires and diodes that wrap around her head, cross her forehead, and wrap over her nose. “Memory architects were specialists who curated and managed memories within the VMPFC hippocampus network ensuring their coherence and stability.”
Panels 3-7 are arranged in a square, with a circular panel at the center featuring the same portrait of Elara as in panel 1. Below this portrait, “Elara was the best in her field, known for her ability to weave complex tapestries of thought and emotion.”
Panel 3: A man sits at a windowsill, facing away from the viewer. 
Panel 4: A man and woman pause a close conversation to look at the viewer.
Panel 5: A soldier with a helmet and a rifle slung across his back stares dully towards the viewer. The battered city behind him is deserted.
Panel 7: A baby, its eyes closed, is held closely to a parent’s chest.

Page 5
Panel 1: A man standing in a Neo-Tokyo street. He holds a large thumb drive in his left hand. He has styled hair and dark sunglasses, and his forehead is deeply creased. “One day, Elara received an unusual request. A man named Kael Voss has uploaded a memory titled “Infinity’s Edge,” a memory so complex and abstract that it defied comprehension.
Panel 2: Elara’s hair is blown by a swirl of smoke, clouds, or some other substance in the sky far above her. “It was a swirling maelstrom of ideas, emotions, and sensations. The request was simple but daunting: stabilize the memory.”
Page 6
Panel 1: Elara stands with the swirling memory behind her. “Elara dove into the VMPFC hippocampus network.”
Panel 2: A view inside the front of Elara’s head. The front of her brain is visible, parts of her skull, her eyeballs and the optic nerve, the cartilage of her nose and the length of her teeth. “Her conscious merged with the network and all the past and present memories it held.”
Panel 3: Elara in a dream landscape. At her feet, ground that looks like a crashing ocean. In the sky, thick clouds that could be a storm or a set of mountains in the distance. Elara confidently walks into it, facing away from the viewer. “The memory was a kaleidoscope of shifting realities. With the help of the network and episodic inference, Elara was able to form generalized representations via memory integration processes, linking information episodically.”
Page 7
Page 7 is one panel. At the top of the panel, a face mirrored across the center of the page. On the left side, the face is scowling, with eyes and mouth shut tight. On the right side, the face is yelling, eyes and mouth wide open. “As Elara dove deeper, she found herself confronted with Kael’s innermost fears and desires. She experienced his moments of clarity and madness. It was all connected and each memory informed another.” Beneath the mirrored face, Elara looks determined. “Elara realized that the only way to stabilize the memory was to embrace its complexity. She began to weave the fragments together, creating an abstract tapestry.” 

Page 8
One panel, back in Neo-Tokyo. A small figure looks away from the viewer, looking up at a vast building with a rounded top where the VMPFC-hippocampus network is stored. More tall buildings are visible in the background. “When Elara finally emerged from the network, she was exhausted but triumphant. Infinity’s edge had been stabilized; its essence preserved for future generations to explore. It was a testament to the power of the VMPFC-hippocampus network and its ability to link information across episodes to represent abstract information. A reminder of the boundless potential of the human mind.”
Back cover
"Made in association with the UO Science Comics Initiative 2025. For further reading, see the paper Abstract Memory Representations in the Ventromedial Prefrontal Cortex and Hippocampus Support Concept Generalization.
See Dasa Zeithamova’s research.”

