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River District Design Guidelines
Code Commentary Table

Item | Section/Guideline pg pg Action
(‘'98) | (‘08)
1 Acknowledgements 2 Amended
2 Table of Contents 3 Amended to reflect all changes below.
3 Chapter | Introduction 1 4 Renamed to Introduction
4 Introduction 7 4 Moved from Chapter 2. Amended to reflect
current River District character and to omit
reference to the list of Central City goals.
5 Central City Design Goals 8 4 Moved from Chapter 2. Amended to delete
the list of goals (listed in the Central City
Fundamentals)
6 River District Design Goals 8 4 Moved from Chapter 2. Amended to shorten
last sentence.
7 Tiers of Design Guidelines 2-3 5-6 | Amended to include following sections in
order: Central City Fundamental Design
Guidelines, River District Design Guidelines,
Special Area Design Guidelines, Historic
Districts
8 Design Review in the River 1 - Deleted”.
District
9 Design Guidelines and 1-2 - Referto !
Design Review
10 | Waiver of Design Guidelines | 3-4 - Refer to *
11 Adjustments to Zoning Code | 4 - Referto !
Standards
12 | Who Conducts Design 4 - Referto !
Review
13 Thresholds for Design 5 - Referto !
Review
14 | Pre-application Conference |5 - Referto !
15 Projects Exempt from 5 - Refer to *
Design Review
16 Special Areas Within the 9 7 Amended map to extend the Pearl District
River District (Map) Neighborhood northward (Deleted Industrial
Sanctuary Area and Tanner Creek Area);
Expand North Park Blocks one block north;
Expand Chinatown east to 2"; Expand the
Waterfront Area south to Skidmore/Old Town
17 Right-of-Way Standards 5 8 Amended to replace “City Engineer” with the
Portland Office of Transportation. Name of
document amended to reflect updated
document (2004)
18 River District Special Design | 6 - Deleted

Areas & Design Guidelines

1 All explanations regarding design review processes occur in the Central City Fundamental
Design Guidelines. They have been consistently been omitted within other recent Subdistrict
Design Guidelines to ensure that official standing and explanation rest solely within the Central
City Fundamental Design Guidelines.




River District Design Guidelines
Code Commentary Table

Item | Section/Guideline pg pg Action
(‘'98) | (‘08)
Applicability
19 Other Relevant Documents - 8 Added to serve as resource guide to other
documents for context
20 How to Use this Document - 9 Added
21 River District Design 10 - Deleted
Guidelines Applicability
Chart
22 | Al Integrate the River 11 10 Amended. Deleted text starting with “This is
a Central City Plan Fundamental
Guideline...”.?
23 | Al-1: Link the River to the 11 10 Amended Background text to delete
Community references to Tanner Creek Basin.
24 | A2 Emphasize Portland 12 13 Refer to *
Themes
25 | A3 Respect the Portland 12 13 Refer to ?
Block Structures
26 | A3-1 Provide Convenient 12 13 Amended to Background text to delete
Pedestrian Linkages references to the pedestrian pathway, which
has been implemented. Added text
regarding cobblestones, NW Front
Avenue/Naito, Burnside, Irving and Kearney,
Festival Streets (Flanders and Davis), and
13" Avenue. Added “This guideline may be
accomplished by...”
27 A4 Use Unifying Elements 13 16 Refer to *
28 | A5 Enhance, embellish, & 13 16 Refer to ?
identify areas
29 | A5-1 Reinforce Special 13 16 Amended text to correspond to Special
Areas Areas Map.
30 | A5 1-1 Reinforce the identity | 14 17 Amended text to reflect current Pearl District
of the Pearl District character.
Neighborhood
31 A5 1-2 Reinforce the identity | 15 - Deleted. This guideline is already required by
of the NW 13" Avenue 33.846.060
Historic District
32 | A5 1-3 Establish a new 16 - Deleted. This area has been incorporated
identity for the Tanner Creek into the Pearl District Neighborhood
Area
33 | A5 1-4 Reinforce the identity | 17 20 Renumbered to A5 1-2. Amended
of the North Park Blocks Background text to reflect current North Park
Area Blocks character.
34 | A5 1-5 Reinforce the identity | 18 - Deleted. This guideline is already required by

% The relationship between the Fundamentals and the River District Design Guidelines is
explained in Chapter 1 and is redundant throughout the document. If these River District Design
Guidelines do not require any more specificity than the Central City Fundamentals, the text has
been deleted.




River District Design Guidelines
Code Commentary Table

Item | Section/Guideline pg pg Action
(‘'98) | (‘08)
of the Skidmore/Old Town 33.846.060
Historic District
35 A5 1-6 Reinforce the identity | 19 22 Renumbered to A5 1-3. Amended
of Chinatown. Background text to reflect current Chinatown
character. Added text regarding Festival
streets and Classical Chinese Garden..
References to sighage have been moved to
Appendix.
36 | A5 1-7 Reinforce the identity | 21 24 Renumbered to A5 1-4. Amended
of the Union Station Area Background text to reflect current Union
Station character.
37 | A5 1-8 Reinforce the identity | 23 26 Renumbered to A5 1-5. The Background
of the Waterfront Area statement has been modified to eliminate
any reference to the River Basin. Text
added to address properties along NW
Front/Naito.
38 A5-2 Enhance NW Front 25 - Deleted. Objectives are within the public ROW,
Avenue and are covered within PDOT standards,
zoning for transit streets, A1-1, A3-1, C9-1
39 | A5-3 Emphasize NW 26 28 Renumbered to A5-2. Amended Background
Broadways’ bright lights text to reflect current conditions.
40 | A5-4 Enhance West Burnside | 27 - Deleted. Objectives are within the public ROW,|
Street and are covered within PDOT standards, A3-1
B1-1
41 | A5-5 Incorporate Water 28 30 Renumbered to A5-3. Amended Background
Features text to delete references to River Basin.
References to the bonus provisions have beer
deleted.®* Added “This guideline may be
accomplished by...”
42 | A5-6 Incorporate Works of Art| 29 32 Renumbered to A5-4. Amended to state
“Integrate” instead of “Incorporate”.
References to the bonus provisions have been
deleted. (Referto *) Added “This guideline
may be accomplished by...” References to
RACC have been moved to Appendix.
43 | A6 Reuse/rehabilitate/restore | 30 34 Refer to 2
buildings
44 A7 Establish & maintain a 30 34 Refer to *
sense of urban enclosure
45 | A8 Contribute to the cityscape| 30 34 Refer to ?
stage and the action
46 | A8-1 Design fences, walls and 30 34 Added “This guideline may be accomplished
gateways to be seen over by...”
47 | A9 Strengthen gateways 30 36 Refer to ?

% In order to increase the longevity of the document, it is not typical to list specific Code
Requirements or provisions within the text of design guidelines.



River District Design Guidelines
Code Commentary Table

Item | Section/Guideline pg pg Action
(‘'98) | (‘08)

48 | A9-1 Provide a distinct sense | 30 36 Amended Background text to delete all
of entry and exit references to the River Basin. Added “This
guideline may be accomplished by...”

49 | B1 Reinforce and enhance the 31 38 Refer to *
pedestrian system

50 B1-1 Provide human scale to | 31 38 Added “This guideline may be accomplished

buildings along walkways. by...”
51 B1-2 Orient building entries to| 31 - Deleted. This requirement already exists for
facilitate transit connections. EX and CX. The small amount of RX is along

Naito and is already built out.

52 B2 Protect the pedestrian 32 40 Refer to ?

53 B3 Bridge pedestrian 32 40 Refer to °
obstacles

54 B4 Provide stopping & 32 40 Refer to *
viewing places

55 B5 Make plazas, parks & 32 40 Refer to °

open spaces successful

56 B5-1 Recognize the dual role | 32 40 Amended to read “Recognize the roles of the
of the Tanner Creek Park Tanner Creek Parks”. Guideline and

Blocks. background modified to reflect context for
current park system and how development
should support and enhance it.

57 B5-2 Recognize the River 34 - Deleted.
Basin, and its bridges, as
prominent landmarks

58 B5-2 Chinese Classical - 43 Added.
Garden

59 B6 Consider sunlight, 36 46 Refer to °. Reworded to read “Develop
shadow, glare, reflection, Weather Protection” to correspond with the
wind & rain Central City Fundamentals.

60 B6-1 Provide outdoor lighting | 36 - Deleted. Guideline is now covered under
at a human scale Central City Fundamental Guideline C12.

61 B7 Integrate barrier free 46 Added to correspond to the Central City
design Fundamental Design Guidelines.

62 | C1 Respect Architectural 37 - Deleted.
Integrity

63 | C1 Enhance View - 46 | Added.*
Opportunities

64 C1-1 Increase river view - 46 Moved from C2-1. (Refer to °) Text modified
opportunities to delete references to Tanner Creek Basin

and waterways.

65 C1-1 Integrate Parking 37 48 Moved to C3-1. Refer to °

66 C2-1 Integrate signs and 39 - Deleted. This guideline is now covered by
awnings C13 and Cb.

* The guidelines under Chapter C Project Design have been renumbered/reorganized to
correspond to the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines.

-V -




River District Design Guidelines
Code Commentary Table

Item | Section/Guideline pg pg Action
(‘'98) | (‘08)
67 C2 Consider View 40 - Deleted. Refer to °
Opportunities
68 C2-1 Increase river and 40 46 Moved to C1-1.
waterway view opportunities
69 | C3 Design for Compatibility | 41 - Refer to °
70 C3-1 Locate buildings to 41 - Deleted. The area is almost entirely platted
provide for future infill on out. Development regulations that will
surface parking areas address the issues raised by this guideline
are: required building lines (33.510.215),
ground floor active uses (33.510.2250, and
ground floor windows (33.510.220).
71 | C4 Establish a graceful 42 - Refer to °
transition between buildings
and open spaces
72 C4 Complement the context | - 50 Added.
of existing buildings
73 C5 Design corners that build | 42 - Refer to °
active intersections
74 C5 Design for coherency 50 Added.
75 C6 Differentiate the sidewalk | 42 - Refer to °
level of buildings
76 C6 Develop transitions - 50 Added.
between buildings and public
spaces
77 C7 Create flexible sidewalk 42 - Refer to °
level-spaces.
78 C7-1 Reduce the impact of 42 50 Moved to C9-1.
residential unit garages on
pedestrians
79 C8 Give special design 43 - Refer to °
attention to encroachments.
80 C8 Differentiate the - 50 Added.
sidewalk-level of buildings.
81 C9 Integrate roofs and use 43 - Refer to °
rooftops
82 C9 Develop flexible - 50 Added.
sidewalk-level spaces.
83 C9-1 Reduce the impact of - 50 Moved from C7-1. Added “This guideline
residential unit garages. may be accomplished by...”
84 C10 Promote permanence & | 43 - Refer to °
quality in development
85 C10 Integrate - 51 Added.
encroachments
86 C11 Integrate roofs and use | - 51 Added.
rooftops
87 C12 Integrate exterior - 51 Added.




River District Design Guidelines
Code Commentary Table

Item | Section/Guideline pg pg Action
(‘'98) | (‘'08)
lighting

88 C13 Integrate signs - 51 Added.

89 Appendix 1. Signhage in - 52 Added.
Chinatown

90 | Appendix 2. Public Art - 52 Added

91 | Appendix 3. Cobblestones 53 Added

92 Appendix A. Acknowledge 45 - Deleted. The Industrial Sanctuary Zoning no
the identity of the industrial longer exists in this area.

Sanctuary.

93 | Appendix B. Prepare an 45 - Deleted. The open space master plan was
open space master plan that undertaken by Peter Walker in 2001.
incorporates active
recreational uses.

94 | Appendix C. Special district | 46 - Deleted. The Central City Fundamentals

design guidelines that are
recommended for
conversion to the central city
plan fundamental design
guidelines.

Design Guidelines have been adopted since
these guidelines were amended. Any
guidelines that are accomplished through the
Fundamentals alone were omitted. Any
guidelines that strive to accomplish more
than the Central City Fundamental Design
Guidelines have been retained.

-Vi-




Commentary

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
Renamed to “Introduction”.

All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed:

Design Review in the River District

Design Guidelines and Review

Waiver of Design Guidelines

Adjustments to Zoning Code Standards

Who Conducts Design Review

Thresholds for Design Review

Pre-application Conference

Projects Exempt From Design Review
These explanations occur in the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines. They have
consistently been omitted within other recent Central City Subdistrict Design Guidelines
(e.g. South Waterfront) to ensure that official standing and explanation rest solely within
the Central City Fundamental Guidelines, which are to be used in conjunction.

Applicability chart and explanation have been removed because of redundancy.

"Right of Way Standards” has been renamed fo reflect the name of the updated
document.

"Other Relevant Documents” has been added to serve as a resource guide to other
documents that may provide context and more detail fo areas within the River District.

"How to use this document” image has been added to aide/quide reader (see South
Waterfront Design Guidelines).

Chapters 1 and 2 have been combined and re-ordered for simplicity and to match
more closely with other recently adopted guidelines.

CHAPTER IT DESIGN GUIDELINES

To maintain consistency with recent Subdistrict Design Guidelines, the format of using
normal tfext for Fundamental guidelines and bold text for River District Design Guidelines
has been eliminated.

Applicability chart has been removed because of redundancy.
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River District Design Guidelines Amendments

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION
Introduction

Central City Design Goals
River District Design Goals
Tiers of Design Guidelines
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines
River District Design Guidelines
Special Area Design Guidelines
Historic Districts
Special Areas within the River District (map)
Right-of-Way Standards
Other Relevant Documents
How to Use this Document

Introdiietion 7
OO CHaHO e s s s s e e e e 1
Central Citvy Decion Goals Q
CCTITI T \_/J.LJ U\/\)LSLL A UTTIVNT s e e eesscsccscssssssscssssssssscssssssssssssssssssssscsscssssscsssscssssscsscscscscsscsscssccss O
Rivver Distriet Pesion Goals [9]
IXNITVOCI 100 ICTU JJ\/\’LSLL NAUTTALIVNT s e eeeessscsscsscssssossscsscssssscsscscssossssscssssossscssssscsssscssossscsscsscssoscsscsscsosce A4

CHAPTER II DESIGN GUIDELINES
Map-of Special Design Areas within River Distriet i 9
River District Design Guidelines-Applicability Chart 10
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A PORTLAND PERSONALITY

To maintain consistency with more recently adopted Subdistrict Design Guidelines (e.g.
South Waterfront Design Guidelines) and to keep the document concise and simple,

In the Table of Contents,

= All Fundamental Guideline headings have been omitted. Only the River District Design
Guidelines are listed.

= Guideline Headings replace the entire guideline text.

A5-1 Reinforce Special Areas
Amended to read "Reinforce Special Areas” to correspond fo map language.

Because the use of historic district guidelines is already required by 33.846.060, the
design guidelines that specify using historic district guidelines (Historic Skidmore/Old
Town and NW 13™ Avenue Historic District) have been removed. Tanner Creek Area was
also removed (the area is now a part of the Pear| District neighborhood). Remaining
guidelines were retained and renumbered.
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River District Design Guidelines Amendments

A PORTLAND PERSONALITY (RIVER DISTRICT}

Al—Integrate-the River
Al-1 Link the river to the community reinforecing its
signifieanee ... 11
A2— Emphasize Pertland Themes
A3—Respeect-the Portland Block-Strueture
A3-1 Provide convenient pedestrian linkages throughout the River
District that facilitat P lestri I 1 £ 1
river;-and-te-and-frem adjacent neighberheeds ......... ... 12
A Use Unifying El

N Erbellish & Identify A

A5-1 Reinforce Special Areas

A5-1-1 Reinforce the identity of the Pearl District

Neighborhood ............ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienannnnee. 14
A5-1-2 Reinforce the identity of the North Park Blocks Area 17
A5-1-3 Reinforce the identity of Chinatown ..................... 19
A5-1-4 Reinforce the identity of the Union Station

YN = ST TP 21

A5-1-5 Reinforce the identity of the Waterfront Area

River District Design Guidelines -5- DRAFT 5/7/2008



Commentary

A5 2-4

The guidelines pertaining to N.W. Front Avenue and West Burnside were removed, The
objectives are within the public right-of-way or are covered under other Central City
Fundamental Design Guidelines. See code commentary for each guideline more specific
information.

The remaining A5 guidelines were retained and renumbered.
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A5-2 Emphasize N.W. Broadway bright lights .......................... 26
AS5-3 Incorporate water features............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiinniiiniiiniinnnens 28
A5-4 Incorporate works of art ...........cooiiiiiiiiniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiniinienn, 29

15*; }E':E ETF.’ ]Ii Mai ! S f s & Encl
\S . .1 he Ci S % the Act]
A8-1 Design fences, walls, and gateways between-a building and the
sidewalk-to be seen over to-allow for social
interaction ... 30

A9— Strengthen Gateways
A9-1 Provide a distinct sense of entry and exit when-developing at

pgateway locations to-relate-to-the-special-qualities-of an-area——
30
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B PEDESTRIAN EMPHASIS

B1-2 Orient primary building entries at pedestrian circulation points which
conveniently and effectively connect pedestrians with transit services 31

This guideline was removed, as the requirement already exists for EX and CX in the Zoning

Code. The amount of RX that exists in the River District is already built out and is along

Naito.

B5-1 Strengthen the roles of the Tanner Creek Parks

Guideline has been renamed and amended to reflect the current design and concept for
the parks within the Pear| District (Jamison Square, Tanner Springs Park, the Fields, and
Centennial Mills redevelopment).

B5-2 Recognize the River Basin, and its bridges, as prominent landmarks which
integrate the river with the community, and celebrate the region's
transportation heritage

This guideline has been deleted because the concept of the River Basin was replaced by

the 2001 Urban Design Framework Study for the River District Park System (also known

as the Peter Walker Master Plan).

B5-2 Strengthen the significance of the Classical Chinese Garden
This guideline has been added.

B6-1 Provide outdoor lighting at a human scale to encourage evening pedestrian
activity
This guideline was removed because it is covered by Central City Fundamentals C12.
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B PEDESTRIAN EMPHASIS

B1l-1 Provide human scale to buildings along sidewalks-and walkways

B5-2 Strengthen the significance of the Classical Chinese
Garden
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C Project Design

[This section has been renumbered to maintain consistency with current Central City
Fundamentals numbering.]

C1-2 Integrate signs and awnings to be complementary and respectful to a building's
architecture

This guideline was removed because the requirement is covered by Central City

Fundamentals C13 and C5.

C3-1 Locate building to provide for future infill on surface parking areas

This guideline has been removed. The area is almost entirely platted out. Development
regulations that will address the issues raised by this guideline are: required building lines
(33.510.215), ground floor active uses (33.510.2250, and ground floor windows
(33.510.220).

All other guidelines were retained and renumbered.
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C. PROJECT DESIGN

Cl1 Enhance View Opportunities
C1l-1 Increase river view opportunities.............coooeiveiiniiniinninnen. 40
C2 Promote Quality and Permanence in Development
C3 Respect Architectural Integrity
C3-1 Integrate parking 37
C4 Complement the Context of Existing Buildings
C5 Design for Coherency
C6 Develop Transitions Between Buildings and Public Spaces
C7 Design Corners that Build Active Intersections
C8 Differentiate the Sidewalk-Level of Buildings
C9 Develop Flexible Sidewalk-Level Spaces
C9-1 Reduce the impact of residential unit garages on pedestrians
42
C10 Integrate Encroachments
Cl1 Integrate Roofs and Encroachments
C12 Integrate Exterior Lighting
C13 Integrate Signs
* . See-Appendix; Item C
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Appendix

These items in the appendix have been added:
1. Signhage in Chinatown

2. Public Art

3. Cobblestones

A new ordinance number will replace the current one as this document gets adopted.

These items in the appendix have been deleted as all considerations are now no longer
relevant:

A. The Industrial Sanctuary Zoning no longer exists in this area.

B. The open space master plan was undertaken by Peter Walker in 2001.

C. The Central City Fundamentals Design Guidelines have been adopted since these
guidelines were amended. Any guidelines that are accomplished through the
Fundamentals alone were omitted. Any guidelines that strive to accomplish more than
the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines have been retained.
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APPENDIX—OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

1. Signage in Chinatown

2. Public Art
3. Cobblestones
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CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION

Introduction, Central City Design Goals, and River District Design Goals were moved
to Chapter 1 from Chapter 2. They have been slightly edited from the original
format (see Chapter 2 for more specific information).
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CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
RIVER DISTRICT DESIGN-GUIDELINES:
THE FRAMEWORK

Introduction

The River District is a remarkable place within the region. The area is rich with
special and diverse qualities that are characteristic of Portland. Further, the
River District accommodates a significant portion of the region’s population
growth. This area emphasizes the joy of the river, connections to it, and creates
a strong sense of community. The goals frame the urban design direction for
Central City and River District development.

When changes are considered to the design guidelines, these changes must
enhance understanding of, or implementation of, the goals. The second and
most common instance that will require reference to the goals occurs when an
applicant requests waiver of one or more of the design guidelines. Requests for
waiver of a design guideline will be granted when the applicant has
demonstrated to the review body, in their application, that granting the waiver
will better meet the goals than would a design that meets the specific guideline
for which the waiver is sought. In cases where a waiver is requested, the goals
act as the approval criteria for consideration of the requested waiver. If the
design does not accomplish each of the goals, waiver of the design guideline will
not be approved. Both the Central City and River District Goals must be
addressed when considering a request for waiver of a design guideline.

Central City Design Goals

The Goals for Central City Design Review are located within the Central City
Fundamental Design Guidelines, which are to be used in conjunction with this
document. They apply within the River District as well as to the other Central
City policy areas.

River District Design Goals

An additional set of goals for the design review process augment the Central
City Fundamental Goals. These goals for design review are specific to the River
District. River District Goals design goals are:

1. Extend the river into the community to develop a functional and
symbolic relationship with the Willamette River.

2. Create a community of distinct neighborhoods that accommodates a
significant part of the region’s residential growth.

3. Enhance the District’s character and livability by fostering
attractive design and activities that give comfort, convenience,
safety and pleasure to all its residents and visitors.

4. Strengthen connections within the River District, and to adjacent
areas.
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All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed.

These explanations occur in the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines. They have
consistently been omitted within other recent Central City Subdistrict Design Guidelines
(e.g. South Waterfront) to ensure that official standing and explanation rest solely within
the Central City Fundamental Guidelines, which are to be used in conjunction.
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All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed (continued).
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Tiers of Design Guidelines

This section has been reorganized to reflect format of recent Subdistrict Design
Guidelines (e.g. South Waterfront), retaining an explanation of the relationship between
the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines and River District Design Guidelines.

Special Area Design Guidelines are discussed as a subset of River District Design
Guidelines.

River District Design Guidelines - 20 - DRAFT 5/7/2008



River District Design Guidelines Amendments

Tiers of Design Guidelines

Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines

Because the River District is a subdistrict of Portland’s Central City Plan District, the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines apply throughout the River District. The
fundamentals serve as the base set of design guidelines for all subdistricts of the
Central City and address basic issues about the design of buildings in an urban
environment. The Introduction chapter of the Central City Fundamental Design
Guidelines contains a detailed description of the Central City’s design guideline
system and design review process.

River District Design Guidelines

This document contains the River District Design Guidelines, a supplement to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines. These guidelines add specificity to the
fundamentals, addressing design issues unique to the River District.

Compliance with the design guidelines in this document can take many different forms
for different proposals -- discussion of proposed designs among the applicant(s),
design review staff, and the Portland Design Commission is encouraged. Design
guidelines are intended to state broad design objectives and to provide guidance; they
should not be construed as prescriptive standards.

Special Area Design Guidelines. The River District is divided into several special sub-
areas (see map on page 9). For each of these special sub-areas, additional guidelines

have been created. %e%pe&d—mab—%e&des}gn—gaﬂdelmes—elaﬁﬁﬁﬂ&e—apphe&&eﬁ—ef

eenﬂ&et—wrth—a—fm&é&men%&ker—RweprsmePée&ngglﬂdehﬁe Spec1al sub-area d631gn
guidelines are applied within the special sab-area only, and are listed within A5-1 in

this document.
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Historic District Design Guidelines are addressed under its own heading. Text was
modified to clarify the role of historic district design guidelines within the framework.

To maintain consistency with recent Subdistrict Design Guidelines, the format of using
normal text for Fundamental guidelines and bold text for River District Design Guidelines
has been eliminated.
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In general, these tiers of guidelines build on each other. The River District Design
Guidelines elaborate on themes established in the fundamental guidelines and provide
guidance about how the fundamentals should be applied to sites within the River
District. The special sub-area guidelines also elaborate on the fundamentals, and to

some extent the River Dlstrlct De31gn Guldelmes AH—HePs—ef—gu&écehHes—ha%%been

there is a conﬂlct between any of the Central Cltv Fundamental De31,qn Gu1de11nes

River District Design Guidelines, or special area design guidelines, it will be resolved
in favor of the more local or area specific guideline. River District Design Guidelines
take precedence over Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines. Special sub-area
guidelines take precedence over River District guidelines.

Historic Districts. There are historic districts within the River District (see map on
page 10). River District Design Guidelines will not be applied to design review within
historic districts if the hlStOI’lC dlstrlct contalns its own set of desuzn guldehnes that

v . Historic
de51gn review within hlstor1c dlstrlcts w111 use the Central City Pl-&n—f&nd&me&tal
Fundamental Design Guidelines and the historic district design guidelines specifically
adopted for each historic district. Within-these histeric- sub-areas-or districts;there
are-historic-district design-guidelines However; Guidelines for historic districts are
listed in separate documents. In-additien; The design review of proposals that include
historic landmarks may ineclade require the application of addltlonal approval criteria
that are app

appfeval—emeﬂa—%e hsted in Portland S Zonmg Code

Copies of the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines, historic district design
guideline documents, and the Title 33 of the Portland Zoning Code are available at the
Bureau of Planning. Please call 503-823-7700, or visit our web page at
www.portlandonline.com. Copies of the document can also be obtained from the City’s
Development Services Center, at 503-823-7526.
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All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed (continued).
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All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed (continued).
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All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed (continued).
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All explanations regarding design review processes have been removed (continued).

Special Areas Within the River District (map)

Map has been updated to reflect the following changes:

= Elimination of the Tanner Creek Area and Industrial Sanctuary (now
included in the Pearl District Neighborhood).

=  The North Park Blocks Area expanding one block north

= Chinatown expanding east to 2" Avenue, incorporating the Classical
Chinese Garden and blocks surrounding it

=  The Waterfront Area expanding south to the half-block boundary of the
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District

= New Chinatown/Japantown Historic District

Right-of -Way Standards

This section has been edited to replace the phrase "City Engineer” with the Portland
Office of Transportation, and the name of the document is amended fo reflect the
updated document (2004).

Other Relevant Documents
"Other Relevant Documents” has been added to serve as a resource guide to other
documents that may provide context and more detail fo areas within the River District.

How to Use this document

An Image illustrating "How to Use this Document” is added to visually describe each
component of the guideline (Background statement, guideline, graphics and illustrations,
etc.).
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Special Areas within the River District (map)

Design Criteria for Public Right-of-Way Standards

The Speeial-River District Design Guidelines for-the make reference to and describe
the desired character of the various streets in the River District in a way that is
suppertive-of the supports adjacent private development. However, specific design
treatment and use of the public right-of-way is found in the River District Right-of-

Way DesignCriteria—and Typieal Standards.

The criteria, developed by the CityEnginer Office of Transportation with guidance and
recommendations from the Design Commission, establish specific design parameters
which provide for design consistency, coordination of public improvements and
support for adjacent private development. Their intent is to establish a distinct urban
character, expand and enhance the transportation system and provide an enjoyable
and active pedestrian and bike environment. These Right-of-Way Design Criteria must

beused-as-administered-by-the-city Engineer be met by all new proposals.

The criteria are organized by functions of the streets and detailuse use details and
materials to enhance circulation, transit, the pedestrian and bike environment, street
furniture, street trees, lighting and underground facilities. The eriteria document may
be obtained from the office-of the City Engineer Portland Office of Transportation.
Where to obtain?

Other Relevant Documents
Other documents which may provide useful information and insight to the applicant
are listed below. These documents are a resource only, and will not be used as
approval criteria:

North Pearl District Plan Policy Framework Analysis, 2007

North Pearl District Plan Urban Design & Development Charrette Summary, 2007
Pearl District Development Plan and Appendix, 2001

River District Park System Urban Design Framework Study (also known as the
Peter Walker Master Plan), 2001

How to Use this Document (image)
Each guideline addresses a single issue and has the same structural
components:
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River District Special Design Areas & Design Guidelines Applicability
This amendment removes the chart for simplicity. therefore, the explanation is deleted.
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The contents of Chapter 2 have been moved to Chapter 1. In addition, original text has
been amended. The following code commentary reflects changes to the text. See Chapter
1 for final text.

Introduction
The text has been amended to reflect the current River District character. Typos have
been amended.
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CHAPTER 11

RIVER DISTRICT GOALS

Introduction

The River District is planned-to-become a remarkable place thatis-remarkable within

the region. The area is intended-to-grow rich with special and diverse gualifies
qualities that are;-er-will beecome characteristic of Portland. Further, the River District

will acecommeodate accommodates a 31gn1f1cant portlon of the region’s populat1on

emphasizes the joy of the river, connections to it, and erate creates a strong sense of
community. The goals frame the urban design direction for Central City and River
District development.

When changes are considered to the design guidelines these changes must enhance
understanding of, or implementation of, the goals. The second, and most common
instance that will require reference to the goals, occurs when an applicant requests
waiver of one or more of the design guidelines. Requests for waiver of a design
guideline will be granted when the applicant has demonstrated to the review body, in
their application, that granting the waiver will better implement meet the goals than
would a design that meets the specific guideline for which the waiver is sought. In
cases where a waiver is requested the goals act as the approval criteria for
consideration of the requested waiver. If the design does not accomplish each of the
goals, waiver of the design guideline will not be approved. Both the Central City and
River District Goals must be addressed when considering a request for waiver of a
design guideline.
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The contents of Chapter 2 have been moved to Chapter 1. In addition, original text has
been amended. The following code commentary reflects changes to the text. See Chapter
1 for final text.

Central City Design Goals

The goals for the Central City have been omitted so that they reside within the Central
City Fundamentals. This ensures that official standing rests solely within the Central City
Fundamental Guidelines, which are to be used in conjunction. If they are ever amended,
they will only need to be changed in one place.

River District Design Goals
Shortened last sentence.
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Central City Plan Design Goals

The Goals for Central City Design Review are located within the Central City

Fundamental De31gn Guidelines, which are to be used in conjunction with this
document.
Central-City-—They apply w1th1n the Rlver D1str1ct as Well as to t—he—other seven Central

City pohcy arcas. The nine goals for design review within the Central City arc as

River District Design Goals

An additional set of goals for the design review process augment the Central City
Fundamental Goals. These are goals for design review that are specific to the River
District peliey-area—of-the Central City. There-arefour River District Design Goals fer
design review;-they are:

1. Extend the river into the community to develop a functional and symbolic
relationship with the Willamette River.

2. Create a community of distinct neighborhoods that accommodates a
significant part of the region’s residential growth.

3. Enhance the District’s character and livability by fostering attractive
design and activities that give comfort, convenience, safety and pleasure
to all its residents and visitors.

4. Strengthen connections within the River District, and to adjacent areas.
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CHAPTER IT DESIGN GUIDELINES

MAP OF SPECIAL AREAS WITHIN THE RIVER DISTRICT
Map has been moved to chapter 1.

Table has been omitted.
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CHAPTERII DESIGN GUIDELINES

CHAPTER
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A. PORTLAND PERSONALITY

All text that repeats the following:

This is a Central City Plan Fundamental Design Guideline. The River District Design Guideline
that follows is linked fo this Fundamental Design Guideline. The River District Guideline
elaborates, expands, and clarifies the meaning of the Fundamental Guideline as it applies
within the River District.

has been eliminated. The relationship between the Central City Fundamental Guidelines and the
River District Design Guidelines are explained in Chapter I and are redundant throughout the
document.

Al-1 LINK THE RIVER TO THE COMMUNITY

The Background statement has been amended fo delete references to Tanner Creek Basin.
It has been amended to include language that reflects the desire to link the river to the
community via expression and orientation of streets and accessways, buildings, and open
spaces in order to celebrate and pay fribute to the river's importance.
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A. PORTLAND PERSONALITY (RIVER DISTRICT}

Al INTEGRATE THE RIVER

Al-1 LINK THE RIVER TO THE COMMUNITY

BACKGROUND

Since the days of the first settlers, the Willamette River has provided Portland with
pleasure, passage, and profit. Its connection to the Pacific Ocean allowed Portland to
become an international port which nourished the growth of the City. The river has always
been the focus for Portland. It is the central feature and reason for Portland’s existence.

As new development in the River District pushes north towards the Willamette River, the
opportunity arises to reflect the nearby presence of the river within the district. Although
the river gets quite close to many sites, it is effectively cut off from most areas by Naito
Parkway and the railroad. In addition, as the river is not easily visible, linking the river to
the community visually and physically will lean heavily on the expression and orientation
of streets and pedestrianways, buildings, and open spaces in order to celebrate the river’s
importance to the community.

Orienting buildings and towers perpendicular to the river signals a shift in the
landscape that will foster an awareness of the river’s presence for residents,
commuters, workers, and visitors. Private pedestrianways and streets arranged
perpendicular to the river and the greenway will create strong connections that
orient people toward it. Open spaces that enhance views of the Willamette River or
features associated with it, such as the greenway, bridges or water-related uses
will strengthen the river’s significance within the district.
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No changes.
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GUIDELINE: Link the Willamette River to the community reinforcing the
river’s significance.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Organizing land areas, and groupings of buildings to visually define the river’s
linkage to the community.

2. Focusing and articulating roadways and pedestrianways to emphasize the
river.

3. Developing projects that celebrate the river, and contribute to creating
centers of interest and activity that focuses on the Willamette.

4. Connecting the internal areas of the District to the Willamette Greenway Trail.
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A3-1 PROVIDE CONVENIENT PEDESTRIAN LINKAGES

The Background statement has been amended to delete references to the pedestrian
pathway, which has been implemented. Text was also added to discuss the reuse or
retention of cobblestone within the design of streets and pedestrianways.

Due to the elimination of Guidelines A5-2 Enhance NW Front Avenue and A5-4 Enhance
West Burnside Street, text referring to the orientation of buildings and connections

across Burnside and Naito has been added.

Text has been added to include specific references to Irving and Kearney.
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A2 EMPHASIZE PORTLAND THEMES
Thisi - | CitvPlan Fund I desion Guideline.

A3 RESPECT THE PORTLAND BLOCK STRUCTURES

A3-1 PROVIDE CONVENIENT PEDESTRIAN LINKAGES

BACKGROUND

Incorporating pedestnan connectzons to the waterfront is crztzcal to the—transfémtatten—qf—the
River District

to-as a mixed use residential communlty that successfully faalltates and accommodates
the pedestrian. Itis-impertant In order to improve the safety, convenience, pleasure, and
comfort of pedestrians, development should support and enhance by-ereating a pedestrian

network throughout the District which provides easy pedestrian connections with the
adjacent neighborhoods and the waterfront. These pedestrianways should be designed to
be active, ULSLblez and well lit, providing a safe and secure envtronment Qf—pa—rteeula—r

eenneetten—Reusmq or retaining cobblestone that was lmported at the turn of the century to
line the district’s streets recognizes the historic character of the industrial area within
pedestrianways while providing a level of texture that reinforces the pedestrian scale (Refer
to the Appendix for information about cobblestones.).

Interstate 405 and West Burnside Street form barriers between the River District and the
adjacent neighborhoods to the west and south. Leekfer-dDesign opportunities which-tuvill
should strengthen the pedestrian character of the street connections located under raised
portions of the interstate. Active building fronts should line Burnside. Orientation of
buildings along Burnside and stronger connections across and along Burnside -anéd-which

will better accommodate pedestrian life-eleng-Burnside.

Creating physical and visual links across NW Front/ Naito Parkway is also key in
strengthening the connection to the Willamette River. Buildings should orient to NW Front,
Naito with ground floor windows and entries located along the street to enhance the
pedestrian environment and identify a more strengthened connection.

Development should also find ways to integrate open spaces and trails which further link
the river and surrounding neighborhoods. Kearney and Irving are two examples of streets
which provide a dense pedestrianway network throughout the district. Development along
these streets should strengthen this network through the orientation of windows, entries,
stoops, and other building elements which emphasize these linkages.
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A3-1 PROVIDE CONVENIENT PEDESTRIAN LINKAGES (continued)
Text was added to refer to the Festival Streets, Flanders and Davis, and character
along 13™ Avenue.

Text was added to describe how this guideline may be accomplished
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In addition to creating a dense pedestrian network, many streets in the River District
provide a unique and historic or cultural role. Two festival streets located in Chinatown,
Davis and Flanders, are curbless streets with bollards delineating the roadway from the
pedestrian-only sidewalk. These streets allow space for the district to gather and celebrate
during community events. NW 13" Avenue features hundred-year-old loft warehouses and
also serves as an active, mixed-use pedestrian corridor, stretching beyond its historic
district boundaries. NW 13t Avenue hosts a lively street fair on First Thursdays, populated
with artists and musicians as well as patrons and residents. Development along these
streets should encourage flexibility and creativity, reinforcing the sense of place that the
Streets embody.

GUIDELINE: Provide convenient linkages throughout the River District that
facilitate movement for pedestrians to and from the river, and to and from
adjacent neighborhoods.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Using visual and physical cues within the design of the building and
building entries to express connections to the river and to adjacent
neighborhoods.

2. Orienting integrated open spaces and trails that physically and
visually link the river and/or surrounding neighborhoods.

3. Reusing or retaining cobblestone within the design of new
pedestrianways.

4. Encouraging flexibility and creativity along streets enhancing
their historic or cultural role.

5. Creating visual and physical links across major corridors such
as I-405, Burnside, and Front/Naito to strengthen connections
to the river and other neighborhoods.
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A5-1 REINFORCE SPECIAL AREAS
Amended text fo correspond to Special Areas map.
Modified the guideline to reflect current numbering.
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A4 USE UNIFYING ELEMENTS
This i - | CitvPlan Fund | Desien Guideline.

A5 ENHANCE EMBELLISH &IDENTIFY AREAS

A5-1 REINFORCE DISTINCT SPECIAL AREAS

BACKGROUND

The szer Dzstrzct lS composed of many dzstmct speczal areas (see map on page 9). The

ﬂeeghbe#heed-s—&re—dbs&ne&ye—&reas——eaeh Each of these areas is charactenzed by e
special features, by-speeied opportunities, or a special history. While it is lmportant to

s—trengthen—ﬁetgh-be#teeehde&é&y—emd—te create stronger linkages between the various parts

of the River District, it is also important that project designs capitalize on and enrich the
qualities and opportunities which are unique to the “communities” within the River District.

GUIDELINE: Enhance the qualities that make each area distinctive within
the River District, using the following “Special Area Design Guidelines” (A5-

1-1—AS5-1-8) (A5-1-1 — A5-1-5).
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A5-1-1 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE PEARL DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD
The Background statement and "This may be accomplished by..." statement have been
amended to reflect current Pearl District character.
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A5-1-1 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE PEARL DISTRICT
NEIGHBORHOOD

BACKGROUND

The Pearl District neighborhood-is a unigue vibrant urban neighborhood of mixed

commercial-irdustrial and residential eetivities uses with-building-heightstypically-of one
tofive-stories. At presentitis-aneighborhood-intransition—Originally accommodating
warehousing activities, many of the Pearl District’s older, multistory buildings are-being
have been converted to mixed residential and retail use with-the-activeparticipation-of-the
eity-and-local-developers. The area is an urban mix of old and new buildings and
structures juxtaposed, with visual and physical references to its warehousing past. Many
of the restored and newer buildings have achieved LEED certification, and many use
recycled historic materials within the design of the site or the building itself. The Pearl
District is characterized by views of the Fremont Bridge, a rich fabric of historic buildings,,
the presence of streetcar, and FhePearl Districtpossesses-the city’s greatest concentration
of art galleries. and-heas The Pearl District hosts a lively monthly “First Thursday” art walk
attendanece at-featuring dozens of gallery openings. Design studios, interior showrooms and
rehearsal lofts, along with loft living units, add to the arts population and warehouse feel.

GUIDELINE: Reinforce the identity of the Pearl District Neighborhood.
This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Recognizing the urban warehouse character of the Pearl District when altering

ex1st1ng bulldmgs— and when de51gn1ng new ones, —Designs—sheuld—prewde—a

2. Recognizing the urban warehouse character of the Pearl District within the
design of the site and open spaces.

3. Designing buildings which provide a unified, monolithic tripartite composition
(base/middle/top), with distinct cornice lines to acknowledge the historic

building fabric.. Suburban-dwelling-forms-should-be-avoided;

4, Adding buildings which diversify the architectural language and palette of
materials.

5. Celebrating and encouraging the concentration of art galleries and studios
with design features that contribute to the Pearl District’s “arts” ambiance.
Consider features that provide connectivity and continuity such as awnings,
street banners, special graphics, and streetscape color coordination, which
link shops, galleries, entrances, display windows and buildings. Active ground
level retail that opens onto and/or uses the sidewalk can contribute to the
attraction of the “arts” concentration.
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A5-1-2 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE N.W. 13™ AVENUE HISTORIC
DISTRICT
This guideline has been removed because the use of Historic District Guidelines is
already required by 33.846.060.
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A5-1-3 ESTABLISH A NEW IDENTITY FOR THE TANNER CREEK AREA
This guideline has been removed because the area has been incorporated into the
Pear| District Neighborhood Area.
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A5-1-2 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE NORTH PARK BLOCKS AREA
Renumbered. Background has been modified o emphasize the character of the
surrounding buildings as well as the Park Blocks themselves.
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A5-1-2 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE NORTH PARK BLOCKS AREA

BACKGROUND

The North Park Blocks were rehabilitated in 1992-93 to a standard comparable to the South
Park Blocks. The-character-of thisneighborhood They include is-influenced by painted
deeeree&on— a chlldren S playground basketball courts and horseshoe pzts and art. They

i F - The extension
of the North Park Blocks to the northerly is zmportant in realzzmg a long-standing goal of
connecting Downtown and the River District area to the #iver Willamette River.

The area surrounding the North Park Blocks features a mixture of buildings — size, type,
and style — as well as uses. Many of these buildings are characterized by traditional
Po#tl&nd—st—reet—kgh&ngﬁﬁeturesbnck and concrete, generous glass facades, decorative

signs with painted exterior walls or neon, the-errately-detailed CustomHouse,-and
contemporaru qlass and stucco additions to older structures Apprepﬁately—sealed—ﬁeen—and

s*g&s—detraet{rom—tha&eharaetep&qnaMre archltectural standouts lnclude the Custom

House, the 511 Federal Building, and the SNW8 Housing Tower.

Sidewalks on blocks facing the adjacent Park Blocks are envisioned as & patios
surrounding the park, a place for sidewalk cafes and other activities which enhance the
pedestrian atmosphere.

The City encourages a greater diversity of architectural styles, rooftops, materials, and
colors among adjacent building facades within a block than what is found in other
neighborhoods to reflect the variety which is evolving along the blocks framing the Park
Blocks.

GUIDELINE: Reinforce the identity of the North Park Blocks Area.
This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Creating a sense of enclosure for the North Parks Blocks with buildings which
are at least two or preferably more stories in height. There should be no-gaps

filled.

2. Locating garage entrances and driveways away from Park Block facades, where
possible.

3. Using neon, or indirectly-lit signs, rather than internally-lit signs.
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A5-1-5 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE SKIDMORE/OLD TOWN
HISTORIC DISTRICT

This guideline has been removed because the use of Historic District Guidelines is
already required by 33.846.060.
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A5-1-3 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF CHINATOWN

Renumbered. Amended to reflect Chinatown character, including Festival Streets,
street improvements on 3™ and 4™, and the Classical Chinese Garden. References to
Guideline C1-2 have been omitted, as that guideline has been eliminated (see C1-2).
References to Signage have been moved to the Appendix.
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A5-1-6 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF CHINATOWN

A5-1-3 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF CHINATOWN

BACKGROUND

The Central City’s only visible ethnic district is identified by a people whose roots are in
Portland’s earliest history and by atmosphere rather than a specific architectural form or
style. The Ddistrict is on the National Register of Historic Places identified as “Portland New
Chinatown/Japantown Historic District”. Since the Asian appearance of the District is
primarily the result of applied detail, streetscape appointments and graphics, it is important
to maintain and enhance the District with this tradition of visual identity.

The Chinatown Gate at N.W. Fourth Avenue and Burnside marks the entry to the Ddistrict.
Located along Fourth Avenue between Burnside and Glisan, Chinatown has been the
center of Portland’s €hinese/Asian community since the 1890s (at one time, it was second
only to San Francisco as the largest Chinese community in the United States).

It is still the home of dozens of Chinese restaurants, groceries, pharmacies, and cultural
and family associations. Bright animated signs make this one of the city’s most visually
cohesive and liveliest districts at night. Signs which contribute to fét the festive Chinatown
atmosphere should be encouraged even though they may be at variance with Zoning Code
szgn regulatlons (Refer to Appendvc for lnformatlon on qunaqe zn Chznatown) Latepm—thbs

Several public investments have been made in the District to effirm strengthen its special
identity. Ornamental street lights have been painted red and gold and they display special
district banners. Specially designed street signs are in both Chinese and English. The
CCBA Building (Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association) has been restored and is
now the District’s center for cultural activities. The Classical Chinese Garden has become a
new visual and physical icon, as well as a place for quiet repose. In addition, 3@ and 4t
Avenues were rebuilt with new street trees, artwork, paving materials, and festival spaces
along F landers and Davis. —’Pherefere—te To strengthen Chinatown asa special area in the

the—Dfstnet speczal care should be taken to develop and enhance deszqn features that are

appropriate to the area’s ethnic history and character.
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References to Signage have been moved to the Appendix
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GUIDELINE: Reinforce the identity of Chinatown.
This guideline may be accomplished by:
1. Emphasizing the Asian ambiance of Chinatown with visual and cultural design
features that relate to, and are appropriate to, the District’s ethnic history

and character; or

2. Using ornate signs that enhance the ethnic character of the District.
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A5-1-4 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE UNION STATION AREA
Renumbered. Corrected typos.

Amended Background to reflect character of Union Station Area, particularly how to
respond to the Union Station itself. Condensed paragraphs that discuss buffering of
railroad tracks.
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A5-1-7 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE UNION STATION-AREA

A5-1-4 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE UNION STATION AREA

BACKGROUND

The River District has a rich railroad history. It once housed expansive rail yards, with
Union Station as the centerpiece. Union Station’s distinguishing element is the 50-foot tall
Romanesque clock tower, which, since the postwar era, has featured the signature “Go by
Train” neon sign. Poised to be served by light rail, the Union Station Area With-its-tower;
Hmen—Stee&en—zs a symbollc llnk between the past and future of the River District. #t-archors

transforms, recognition should be given to the railroad era and the significance it has had in
Portland’s transportation and industrial development. This may be accomplished in a

variety of ways. For example, the station tower could beeome-the-area’ssymbeoliclogo—1t
mbght—be outllned and artlculated at night wlth appropnately scaled lighting. Additionally;

deyelepme&t—te—preyfde—msu&l—eeﬁaﬁmty—ln addltlon new development should reﬂect a
high quality in materials, architectural detail, and texture. Primary building massing of
new development should be oriented away from the station.

Although the railroad heritage provides a focus and theme for the area, Distriet, the
existing main rail creates a linear barrier. In addition to the need for track crossings, the
visual connection between the areas located on each side of the railway is important to the
area’s realization. Design solutions for development in the Union Station neighborhood
should allow for future crossings of the tracks and should protect important views across
the tracks of key district elements such as Union Station and other features.

Appropriate buffering of the tracks should employ solutions that relate to the surrounding
structures and maintain visual access across the tracks, such as wrought iron fencing or
low masonry walls with open railings, and deciduous trees. In addition, setting buildings
back from the rail corridor will also provide a degree of separation as well as create an area
for other uses such as landscaping, open space, parking, and circulation.

Buildings located adjacent to the railroad corridor will be visible from Union Station and
other neighboring properties. Architectural attention should be paid to these facades as well
as the other building facades to avoid the sense that these buildings are turning their back
on the railway.
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"This guideline may be accomplished” language amended to reflect language in the
Background statement more closely.
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GUIDELINE: Reinforce the identity of the Union Station Area.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Designing the massing of new development surrounding the station to
highlight it as the area’s centerpiece.

2. Reflecting a high quality of materials, architectural detail, and texture in new

development.
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A5-1-5 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE WATERFRONT AREA
Renumbered. The Background statement has been modified to eliminate any
reference to the River Basin and fo eliminate language that does not pertain to
private development. Text has been added to address how properties along NW
Front/ Naito should face both the street and the greenway/river.
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A5-1-5 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE WATERFRONT AREA

BACKGROUND

Portland’s waterfront has-been is a rich evolving environment. The original shoreline of
thickets and marsh flora supported a diverse ecology. The original settlers were drawn
here, where a cut through the West Hills provided farmers with access to a deep-water
harbor. A jumble of wooden buildings soon lined the shore, streets ended in skid roads and
ferry landings, cranes reached out — accumulating, then diminishing great piles of lumber
and imported goods. All manner of craft plied the river and the sky filled with plumes of
steam and smoke. The waterfront was a crowded citizenry of workers.

Today’s waterfront is quieter, but change is envisioned. The area will evolve into an urban
park greenway with adjacent housing and commercial ventures. Ifintegrated; These
developments will again create a vital urban community; its vitality enhanced by the
publicness of the RiverBasin-and-the Greenway Trail; its character enhanced through
reference to the area’s maritime, industrial and natural history.

The Waterfront area will serve as the face of the River District. This area offers the potential
to recognize the maritime heritage of the District and the Central City by promoting
waterfront uses and activities that contribute to its maritime character. This segment of
Portland’s waterfront is still a “working” harbor. New potential exists for maintaining this

tradztlon such as dockmg faczlztles for a cruise lme Addb&eﬁ&&y—eppemﬁ%ty—emés—fer

In order to integrate the new public and private uses, development must be open and
accessible. Buildings should orient towards the waterfront and adjacent parks. In addition
properties along NW Front/ Naito Parkway should face both the street as well as the
greenway and river with generous fenestration and building entries_shouldfaee-facing onto
these public spaces.;-anrd pPorches, decks, balconies and other transitional elements are
encouraged. In addition, pedestrian and visual connections should be provided into and
through larger developments maintaining the greenway’s publicness, and care should be
taken to avoid undue shading of the greenway Trail.

Although new development will transform the waterfront, the area should be viewed as a

place with its own history and artifacts. Oppertunities-to-reference-thisrich-heritage-showld

be-exereised-There are many opportunities to create a diverse urban waterfront,
aceommeodating accommodate a variety of compatible water and land uses, and make

reference to its rich heritage. which-embrace-theriver’'s-gifts-of pleasure passage-and

profit:
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A5-1-5 REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF THE WATERFRONT AREA (continued)
Deleted references to river basin.

A5-2 ENHANCE N.W. FRONT AVENUE

This guideline has been deleted. The objectives are within the public right-of-way,
and are covered within PDOT standards, zoning for transit streets; Al-1Link the
river o the community; A3-1 Provide convenient pedestrian linkages; and €9-1 Reduce
the impact of residential unit garages on pedestrians.

In addition,

Specific text referring to NW Front Avenue was added to A3-1:
Creating physical and visual links across NW Front/ Naito Parkway is
also key in strengthening the connection to the Willamette River.
Buildings should orient to NW Front/ Naito with ground floor windows
and entries located along the street to enhance the pedestrian
environment and identify a more strengthened connection.

Specific text referring to NW Front Avenue was added to A5-1-5:
In addition, properties along NW Front/ Naito Parkway should face
both the street as well as the greenway and river with generous
fenestration and building entries facing onto these public spaces.
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GUIDELINE: Reinforce the identity of the Waterfront Area with design
solutions that contribute to the character of the Waterfront and
acknowledge its heritage.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1.

Recognizing the area’s maritime history by incorporating remnants of
industrial infrastructure and/or providing docking facilities for a cruise line;

Orienting buildings toward the waterfront and adjacent parks and trails.

Integrating an active mix of uses along the waterfront, land uses and making
development open and accessible in order to maintain the publicness of the
greenway. (Al projects- must comply with the Willamette Greenway Design
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AB-2 EMPHASIZE N.W. BROADWAY'S BRIGHT LIGHTS
Renumbered. Amended to reflect current conditions.
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A5-3 EMPHASIZE N.W. BROADWAY’S BRIGHT LIGHTS

A5-2 EMPHASIZE N.W. BROADWAY’S BRIGHT LIGHTS

BACKGROUND

Broadway is the city’s premier “bright lights” avenue. North of Burnside, it erd functions
as a primary gateway to the Central City and alively and meaningful boundary between
the Old Town/ Chinatown Nelghborhood Assoetation and the Pearl District Neighborhood
There are many
reszdentzal hotels lofts and apartments on N.W. Broadway. South of Burnside, it features
a fthas-eontinuity-with-S-W.-Broadweay’s concentration of theaters, restaurants and hotels.
Broadweay-is-the-city’s premier—brightlights”avenue—The special qualities of “Broadway”

on both sides of Burnside, should be emphasized. N-W.-Broadweay-Avenuveis-amein
vehicular

For exceptional signs that are well integrated with building design, the City will allow
greater latitude in sign area, lighting and materials, in keeping with the concept of a “Bright
Light District” extending from an illuminated Broadway Bridge to Burnside and connecting
with to S.W. Broadway.

GUIDELINE: Emphasize N.W. Broadway’s bright lights.*
This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Making use of the theatrical, the exuberant, and the flamboyant in
architectural forms, details, lights, and signs.

3. Incorporating innovative lighting of buildings and signs that highlight the
character and ambiance of Broadway including signature vertically-oriented
and vibrantly illuminated signs.

The AS-3 A5-2 guideline is to be applied to projects on sites located adjacent to or
within 100 feet of Broadway. Projects at other locations need not address this
guideline.
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A5-2 ENHANCE WEST BURNSIDE STREET

This guideline has been deleted. The objectives are within the public right-of-way,
and are covered within PDOT standards (right-of-way), A3-1: Provide convenient
pedestrian linkages, B1-1: Provide human scale to buildings along walkways.

In addition,

Specific text referring to Burnside was enhanced in A3-1:
Interstate 405 and West Burnside Street form barriers between the
River District and the adjacent neighborhoods to the west and south.
Design should strengthen the pedestrian character of the street
connections located under raised portions of the interstate. Active
building fronts should line Burnside. Orientation of buildings along
Burnside and stronger connections across and along Burnside will
better accommodate pedestrian life.
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A5-3 INCORPORATE WATER FEATURES
Background statement has been modified to delete references to the River Basin and
its waterways.

References to the bonus provisions have been deleted. In order to increase the
longevity of the document, it is not typical to list specific Code requirements or
provisions within the text of design guidelines.

Text has been added to describe how this guideline may be accomplished.
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*A5-5 INCORPORATE WATER FEATURES

A5-3 INCORPORATE WATER FEATURES

BACKGROUND

Water features are one of the trademarks of Portland. Several have garnered international
recognition for their design excellence and interactivity peeple-involvement-aspeects. Water
features such as pools, sprays, jets, fountains and sculpture are spread throughout the
Downtown contributing to the quality of euwr the city’s outdoor spaces. People respond
posztzvely to such features. %e—atérae&en—eﬁremmng—w&ée%ene—eﬁéhe—mes&ergey&b%e

Running water offers both visual and
auditory relief from the busy activity of a dense urban environment.

Extending this Portland tradition to the River District is an ideal way to enhance the quality
of the District’s pedestrian spaces. Water features should be provided in outdoor public
spaces where appropriate. These features should not be isolated elements in the urban
landscape, but rather they should be functionally and visually integrated with the overall

deslgn of waterways plazas parks and courtyards %—m&pr%eme&&a&d—emhemeeme&t

GUIDELINE: Incorporate water features or water design themes that
enhance the quality, character, and image of the River District.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Using water features as a focal point for integrated open spaces.

2. Taking cues from the river and bridges, and historic industrial
character in the design of structures and/or open space.

3. Integrating stormwater management into the development.
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A5-4 INTEGRATE WORKS OF ART
Renumbered.

Reworded to say "Integrate” instead of “"Incorporate”.

References to the bonus provisions have been deleted. In order to increase the
longevity of the document, it is not typical to list specific Code requirements or
provisions within the text of design guidelines.

Text regarding the Regional Arts & Culture Council (RACC) has been moved to the
Appendix under Public Art.

Text has been added to describe how this guideline may be accomplished.
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*A5-6 INCORPORATE WORKS OF ART

A5-4 INTEGRATE WORKS OF ART

BACKGROUND

Portland has a long-standing commitment to public art. The prominence of public art
demonstrates the City’s cultural maturity and sophistication. Works of art integrated into
buildings add a human dimension to-functional-struetures and make them stimulating
places to experience. Glass work, sculpture, banners, murals, etc., have-increased the use

and enjoyment of urban neighborhoods Dewn%ewn—iﬂhw—#ade&en—she&ld—eaetend—m%e—the
River-District.

Works of art should be included in the development of outdoor and indoor spaces accessible
to the public. Distriet-and-sub-distriet Gateways, passageways, plazas, parks, waiting
places, the street furniture zone, transit platforms, and other unique sites offer numerous
opportunities to integrate artwork into the District. (Refer to Appendix for information on

Public Art.)

GUIDELINE: Incorporate Integrate works of art or other special design features
that increase the public enjoyment of the District.

This guideline may be accomplished by:
1. Integrating art into open spaces or along pathways.
2. Incorporating art within the structure of the building.
3. Using “found objects” that are remnants from the area’s history.
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A8-1 DESIGN FENCES, WALLS AND GATEWAYS TO BE SEEN OVER
Text has been added to describe how this guideline may be accomplished.
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A6 REUSE/REHABILITATE/RESTORE BUILDINGS
This is o C | Citv Plan Fund | Desicn Guideline.

A7 ESTABLISH & MAINTAIN A SENSE OF URBAN ENCLOSURE TFhis-is-a-Central City
Plan Fand | Desicn Guideline.

A8-1 DESIGN FENCES, WALLS AND GATEWAYS TO BE SEEN OVER

BACKGROUND

Where buildings are set back from the sidewalk edge, low fences, walls and gateways can
provide a threshold between public and private space. A low fence furnishes comfortable
separation while encouraging interaction between residents and passersby. In contrast,
taller separations evoke a sense of fortification, and create isolated enclosures.

GUIDELINE: Design fences, walls and gateways located between a building
and the sidewalk to be seen over to allow for social interaction.

This guideline may be accomplished by:
1. Elevating building entries higher than the public sidewalk or path.

2. Creating a low fence or wall to visually separate but not hide semi-private
spaces.
3. Using a low or stepped-down planting area or terraces to separate private

development from a public sidewalk.
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A9-1 PROVIDE A DISTINCT SENSE OF ENTRY AND EXIT

Background statement was modified to delete all references to the River Basin and
gateway inlets. Text has been added to describe how this guideline may be
accomplished.
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A9

STRENGTHEN GATEWAYS

*A9-1 PROVIDE A DISTINCT SENSE OF ENTRY AND EXIT

BACKGROUND

Key entry points to the Central City and River District should be celebrated with gateway
designs that are appropriate and related to significant District characteristics. Gateways
should provide a distinct sense of entry and exit and relate to the special qualities of

districts and sub-districts. in-additionto-the-gateweays-identified-in-the-central CityPlan;

Gateways to and between special areas of the River District should emphasize the special

lmportance and character of these areas. %Ghmatew&—@ateway—es—an—e%ee@le&t—e%&s&ng

Avenue-bridges. Orienting the building massing towards the street and integrating art or

structures at a particular intersection can provide a sense of entry and exit from distinct
areas.

GUIDELINE: When developing at gateway locations, provide a distinct sense
of entry and exit that relates to the special qualities of an area.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Orienting building massing and form towards the intersection of a major
district entrance.
2. Creating structures or art or using special historic structures to frame a

key district or special area entry.
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B1-1 PROVIDE HUMAN SCALE TO BUILDINGS ALONG WALKWAYS
Text has been added to describe how this guideline may be accomplished.

B1-2 ORIENT BUILDING ENTRIES TO FACILITATE TRANSIT CONNECTIONS
This guideline has been deleted. This requirement already exists for EX and CX.
The amount of RX that exists in the River District is already built out and is along
Naito.
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PEDESTRIAN EMPHASIS

REINFORCE AND ENHANCE THE PEDESTRIAN SYSTEM

B1-1 PROVIDE HUMAN SCALE TO BUILDINGS ALONG WALKWAYS

BACKGROUND

In order to reinforce and enhance the pedestrian system in the River District, buildings have
a responsibility to contribute to pedestrian comfort and enjoyment. Buildings adjacent to
walkways should provide human scale and relationships which support pedestrian needs
and interests. This can be accomplished with appropriate building configuration, details,
proportions, materials, and activities.

In particular, door, window and wall treatments adjacent to pedestrian ways should relate
and contribute to pedestrian interest and enjoyment. Large expanses of mirrored glazing
and blank flat walls are discouraged due to their impersonal character. Variation and
sensitive detailing, related to the pedestrian environment, is especially encouraged within
building bases. Porches and balconies are particularly encouraged. These elements provide
human scale, allow for interaction between residents and passers-by, and allow for
informal surveillance of the street.

GUIDELINE: Provide human scale and interest to buildings along sidewalks
and walkways.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Providing street furniture outside of ground floor retail, such as tables and
chairs, signage and lighting, as well as large windows and balconies to
encourage social interaction.

2. Providing stoops, windows, and balconies within the ground floors
of residential buildings.

services-
B2 PROTECT THE PEDESTRIAN

This ; - | Citsr Plan Fund | Desion Guideline.
B3 BRIDGE PEDESTRIAN OBSTACLES

B4 PROVIDE STOPPING & VIEWING PLACES

This is a Central City Plan Fundamental Design Guideline.
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B5-1 RECOGNIZE THE ROLES OF THE TANNER CREEK PARKS
Guideline and Background have been modified to reflect the context for the current park
system and how development should support and enhance it.
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B5-1 RECOGNIZE THE ROLES OF THE TANNER CREEK PARKS

BACKGROUND

In 2001, an Urban Design Framework Study was developed for the park system centered
around Tanner Creek. The framework plan creates a strong and poetic metaphor of historic
Tanner Creek, addressing the relationship between water and land and the natural and
social life that they support. It provides a variety of spaces in use and scale, promotes a
strong relationship between civic and private uses, and relies on simple elements both
common and unique to the city to to establish a special sense of place.

The framework describes design concepts that promote neighborhood identity and form,
adjacent active uses, a venue for the arts community, and flexibility of use. Jamison
Square, Tanner Springs Park, and the future Fields Park are linked together by a
boardwalk along 10th Avenue, to bridge across Naito Parkway and the railroad tracks to
the Centennial Mills redevelopment site.

The Tanner Creek Parks function as both a neighborhood park system and as one of
Portland’s primary promenades, extneding the North Park Blocks northward to the
Willamette River. Adjacent private development to the parks should support and enhance
these roles.

Where private development is directly adjacent to or faces a park across the street, ground
floors should include building entrances, windows, and outdoor seating to activate the park
edges and contribute to “eyes on the street.” Private development across the street should
also create a sense of enclosure facing the park to strengthen the public amenity. Ground
floor retail or lobbies that highlight or focus on the park will ensure that the significance of
the public amenity is reflected in the building.

Private development that directly abuts public space should incorporate semi-private
transition zones. Landscaped areas, seating areas, artwork, or movement areas create a
physical and visual separation between the private development and the public amenity.
Transition zones enhance the quality of the public amenity while also drawing upon its
ambiance and character. Successful transition zones help to differentiate public from
private spaces while blending characteristics of both.

The character of development along the Tanner Creek Parks must strike a balance between
fostering a distinct identity and strengthening a sense of continuity with the North Park
Blocks character. Some design features could repeat or refer to elements in the North Park
Blocks. These might include paving materials, tree species, lighting fixtures and benches.
Other features should be unigue to the Tanner Creek Parks system.
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B5-1 RECOGNIZE THE ROLES OF THE TANNER CREEK PARKS (continued)
Guideline and Background have been modified to reflect the context for the current park
system and how development should support and enhance it
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B5-1 RECOGNIZE THE ROLES OF THE TANNER CREEK PARKS (continued)
Guideline and Background have been modified to reflect the context for the current park
system and how development should support and enhance it.
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GUIDELINE: Strengthen and enhance the Tanner Creek Parks as both a

neighborhood park system and an extension of the North Park Blocks.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Providing an “eyes on the street” approach with active ground floors where
private development faces public open space.

2. Creating a semi-private transition zone where private development directly
abuts public open spaces. Seating areas, landscaping, artwork, or movement
areas can be sited within the transition zone to create a physical and visual
separation between public and private spaces.

3. Repeating or referring to design elements in the North Park Blocks.

4. Fostering an identity along the edges of the Tanner Creek Parks that
celebrates the distinct character of the River District.
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B5-2 RECOGNIZE THE RIVER BASIN, AND ITS BRIDGES AS PROMINENT

LANDMARKS
This guideline has been deleted because the concept of the River Basin was replaced by
the 2001 Urban Design Framework Study for the River District Park System (also known

as the Peter Walker Master Plan).
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B5-2 RECOGNIZE THE RIVER BASIN, AND ITS BRIDGES AS PROMINENT
LANDMARKS (continued)

This guideline has been deleted because the concept of the River Basin was replaced by
the 2001 Urban Design Framework Study for the River District Park System (also known
as the Peter Walker Master Plan).

B5-2 STRENGTHEN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CLASSICAL

CHINESE GARDEN
This guideline has been added.
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B5-2 STRENGTHEN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CLASSICAL
CHINESE GARDEN

BACKGROUND

The Classical Chinese Garden is a unique open space asset within the River District. This
introverted downtown open space provides opportunities for contemplative passive
recreation, while promoting the understanding and appreciation of Chinese culture.

The Classical Chinese Garden entry courtyard at NW 39 and Everett, physically and
visually accessible to the public, features a large stone gate which marks the formal
entrance. A large planting bed exhibits a Lake Tai rock that symbolically represents
Portland’s relationship with Suzhou, our sister city, as well as “three friends of winter”, a
pine tree, a clump of bamboo, and a plum tree. OQuter walls enclose the rest of the garden,
blocking the sight of surrounding streets and nearby buildings from inside. “Leak
windows”, filled with decorative patterns, shed some of the view and light from the city.
“Borrowed views” of the outside incorporate the sky and the tops of trees and other corner
plantings outside the garden walls.
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B5-2 STRENGTHEN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CLASSICAL

CHINESE GARDEN
This guideline has been added.
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New development on the blocks surrounding the Classical Chinese Garden should
strengthen the park’s importance within Chinatown and the River District. Building
elements, such as entrances, lobbies, balconies, terraces, windows, and active use
areas should be oriented toward the Classical Chinese Garden. Special treatment
should be garnered toward the exterior public faces of the garden, such as the
corner planting areas, the entrance at NW 3 and Everett, and the Tower of Cosmic
Reflections facade on NW Flanders.

The palette of materials and colors of surrounding buildings should be light and
muted, to deemphasize the height and mass of the buildings surrounding the
garden. Primary building masses should be oriented away from the garden,
allowing light and air in, as well as views outside from the garden.

The blocks surrounding the Classical Chinese Garden should strive to reflect the
level of fine articulation and architectural detail of the garden. Attention to material
quality, craftsmanship, and texture will also enhance the relationship of new
development to the garden.

GUIDELINE: Strengthen the significance of the Classical Chinese Garden.
* The B5-2 guideline is to be applied to projects on sites located adjacent to or
within 200 feet of the garden and visible from the garden within 400 feet. Projects

at other locations need not address this guideline.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Orienting surrounding building entrances, lobbies, terraces, windows, and
active use areas to the Classical Chinese Garden.

2. Using muted, light, or reflective building materials.

3. Orienting primary building masses away from the garden.

4. Reflecting an Asian-influenced level of articulation and architectural texture
and detail in new development surrounding the Classical Chinese Garden.
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B6-1 PROVIDE OUTDOOR LIGHTING AT A HUMAN SCALE
This guideline has been deleted, as it is now covered by Central City Fundamental Guideline
C12: Integrate Exterior Lighting.

B6 DEVELOP WEATHER PROTECTION
Add current Central City Fundamental Guideline

B7  INTEGRATE BARRIER FREE DESIGN
Add current Central City Fundamental Guideline
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B6 DEVELOP WEATHER PROTECTION

B7 INTEGRATE BARRIER FREE DESIGN
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C. PROJECT DESIGN
The guidelines in this chapter have been reorganized and sequenced to correspond to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines:

C1 ENHANCE VIEW OPPORTUNITIES

c2 PROMOTE QUALITY AND PERMANENCE IN DEVELOPMENT
C3 RESPECT ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY

c4 COMPLEMENT THE CONTEXT OF EXISTING BUILDINGS
C5 DESIGN FOR COHERENCY

C6 DEVELOP TRANSITIONS BETWEEN BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC SPACES
c7 DESIGN CORNERS THAT BUILD ACTIVE INTERSECTIONS
c8 DIFFERENTIATE THE SIDEWALK-LEVEL OF BUILDINGS
c9 DEVELOP FLEXIBLE SIDEWALK-LEVEL SPACES

C10 INTEGRATE ENCROACHMENTS

cl1 INTEGRATE ROOFS AND USE ROOFTOPS

C12 INTEGRATE EXTERIOR LIGHTING

C13 INTEGRATE SIGNS

C1-1 INCREASE RIVER VIEW OPPORTUNITIES
Moved from C2-1 to correspond to new numbering system. Text modified to delete
references to the Tanner Creek Basin and waterways.
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C1 ENHANCE VIEW OPPORTUNITIES

C2-1- INCREASE-RIVER- AND-WATERWAY VIEW-OPPORTUNITIES

C1-1 INCREASE RIVER VIEW OPPORTUNITIES

BACKGROUND

The renewed focus for the District is the Willamette River and its associated components
and activities. It provides an image and orientation for the District’s future. Each
development opportunity should, in its initial conceptual design phase, determine how the
project will acknowledge the Willamette River. One of the ways is to maximize river ané
weaterweay view opportunities. Designers of projects are encouraged to innovate and
capitalize on view opportunities in order to emphasize and focus the overall ambiance for
the entire District. They should consider project orientation and the use of plazas, terraces,
balconies, roof gardens and other vantage points. Landscape design can help accent view
corridors and maximize views. They should be thorough and creative, and maximize the

opportunities to view the Willamette River and/orthenew waterwayslinked to-theriver.

Projects should also consider means to enhance their neighbor’s views of the

river/fwetertbays.

Urban centers achieve urbanity when they provide coherent order which is understandable
to both the visitor and resident. It is important when designing viewing and stopping places
that the solution is helpful in orienting and informing those who use these places.

GUIDELINE: Increase river and waterway view opportunities to emphasize
the River District ambiance.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

1. Designing and locating development projects to visually link their views to the

river andfor waterways;:

2. Providing public stopping and viewing places which take advantage of views of
River District activities and features; or

3. Designing and orienting River District open space and landscape areas to
emphasize views of the river and waterways.
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The guidelines in this chapter have been reorganized and sequenced to correspond to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines (continued).

C1-2 INTEGRATE SIGNS AND AWNINGS
This guideline has been deleted, as it is now covered by Central City Fundamental Guideline
C13 and C5.
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Cc2 PROMOTE QUALITY AND PERMANENCE IN DEVELOPMENT
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The guidelines in this chapter have been reorganized and sequenced to correspond to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines (continued).

C3-1 LOCATE BUILDINGS TO PROVIDE FOR FUTURE INFILL ON SURFACE
PARKING AREAS

This guideline has been removed. The area is almost entirely platted out. Development
regulations that will address the issues raised by this guideline are: required building lines
(33.510.215), ground floor active uses (33.510.2250, and ground floor windows
(33.510.220).
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The guidelines in this chapter have been reorganized and sequenced to correspond to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines (continued).

C3-1 INTEGRATE PARKING
Moved from C1-1 to correspond to new numbering system. References to surface parking
are removed.

River District Design Guidelines - 106 - DRAFT 5/7/2008



River District Design Guidelines Amendments

*C1-1 INTEGRATE PARKING

C3-1 INTEGRATE PARKING
BACKGROUND

The design of parking structures should relate to the design context of the area as
expressed in the design of nearby buildings and other features. Exterior walls of parking
structures should be designed with materials, colors, and architectural articulation in a
manner that provides visual compatibility with the adjacent buildings and environment.

Active uses ir at the sidewalk level of parking structures are encouraged. The incorporation
and enhancement of active ground-level uses in parking structures helps create a more
interesting and attractive environment for pedestrians. Such incorporation in new and
modified parking structures near active retail and pedestrian areas will substantially
improve pedestrian linkages and enrich the District’s cityscape. However, if active uses
cannot be initially incorporated, the design of the sidewalk level of parking structures
should be done to allow for future conversion for active uses.

Portions of the street edge of parking facilities can be pedestrian activated with vending
booths. This is particularly appropriate in proximity to other retail and office uses. The
siting and location of parking should minimize traffic movement and circulation throughout
the River District to lessen pedestrian conflict.

GUIDELINE: Design surface parking and parking garage exteriors to visually
integrate with their surroundings.

This guideline may be accomplished by:

a. Designing street facing parking garages to not express the sloping floors of the
interior parking;

b. Designing the sidewalk level of parking structures to accommodate active
uses, display windows, public art or other features which enhance the
structure’s relationship to pedestrians; or
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The guidelines in this chapter have been reorganized and sequenced to correspond to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines (continued).
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C4 COMPLEMENT THE CONTEXT OF EXISTING BUILDINGS

C5 DESIGN FOR COHERENCY

C6 DEVELOP TRANSITIONS BETWEEN BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC SPACES
C7 DESIGN CORNERS THAT BUILD ACTIVE INTERSECTIONS

C8 DIFFERENTIATE THE SIDEWALK-LEVEL OF BUILDINGS
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The guidelines in this chapter have been reorganized and sequenced to correspond to the
Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines (continued).

C9-1 REDUCE THE IMPACT OF RESIDENTIAL UNIT GARAGES ON PEDESTRIANS
Moved from C7-1 to correspond to new numbering system. Text has been added to
describe how this guideline may be accomplished.
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C9 INTEGRATE ROOFS & USE ROOF TOPS

Thic ic.0.C L Cite Plag Fuand | Dosien Guideline.

DEVELOP FLEXIBLE SIDEWALK-LEVEL SPACES

C9-1 REDUCE THE IMPACT OF RESIDENTIAL UNIT GARAGES ON PEDESTRIANS

BACKGROUND

Residential units with garages fronting on the pedestrian environment can have a negative
impact. Garage doors create “blank wall” areas, and multiple accesses exacerbate
pedestrian/vehicle conflict. In contrast, residential character is enhanced when living
spaces, home offices, studios, workshops, etc. are located at the ground-floor level.
Providing garage access from alleys permits active uses to be located along the street edge.

In order to allow for flexibility in accommodating townhouse development, exceptions
should be allowed where a street hierarchy is employed. Multiple garage entries can be
allowed on less trafficked streets which are located interior to the development site. Human
scale should be maintained by locating windows in the garage doors and by employing
pedestrian-scaled features at the ground floor level. Where extensive areas are developed
in this manner, a respite from vehicle activity should be provided through the provision of
pedestrian-only spaces, such as courtyards and galleries.

GUIDELINE: Reduce the impact on pedestrians from cars entering and
exiting residential unit garages by locating garage access on alleys, and
active spaces on ground floors that abut streets.

This guideline may be accomplished by:
1. Locating residential unit garage access on alleys.

2. Locating garage access on less trafficked streets.

C10 INTEGRATE ENCROACHMENTS

Cl1 INTEGRATE ROOFS AND USE ROOFTOPS
C12 INTEGRATE EXTERIOR LIGHTING

C13 INTEGRATE SIGNS
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Commentary

Appendix 1, 2, and 3 have been added.
Appendix 4 will be added when Guidelines are adopted.
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* SEE APPENDIX, ITEM C
H

APPENDIX—OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

1. Signs.

Lighted signs may be approved which exceed maximum area, number,
projection, height and lighting regulations, or which flash or include exposed
incandescent lamps, provided they constructively add to the festive atmosphere
of the District. Traditional sign lighting methods, such as incandescent lamps
and neon tubing are preferred. If internal lighting is used, letter forms should
be illuminated brighter than the sign background. The background should use
a predominance of deep toned color.

Signs that are not lighted, and which conform with regulations governing
projection but exceed maximum number, area, and height regulations, may be
approved. Signs made of impermanent materials which can be moved by the
wind, such as banners, flags, and ornaments, may be permitted if found to be
consistent with Chinatown’s character.

2. Art.

The Regional Arts & Culture Council (RACC) is the steward of Portland’s
cultural environment. It oversees the City’s and Multnomah County’s Percent
for Public Art Program. Additionally, RACC is a resource to communities
throughout the region. RACC also plays important roles in Portland’s FAR
Bonus Program for private developers and the review of Blank Wall treatments.
The Council helps make aesthetic and material decisions, and assists in the
selection process for suitable art. Public art can best be integrated into River
District development by including artists and arts professionals at the earliest
possible opportunity. The Regional Arts & Culture Council can assist in
identifying artists with appropriate expertise and in the selection process.
There should be representation from the River District when there is a RACC
review involving the River District.

Art should be selected based on:
e artistic excellence
e appropriateness to site and project
e meaningfulness to community served
e scale
e location within the District
e form and materials
e relationship to other art
e safety of installation
e maintenance requirements
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Appendix 1, 2, and 3 have been added.
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3. Cobblestones
Ordinance No. 139670, passed in 1975, required that the Bureau of Parks
pick up, clean, and store cobblestones as they were excavated from city streets.

The Ordinance further required that “The deployment of stored cobblestones

shall be determined by the Portland Historical Landmarks Commission.

Criteria for deployment shall be established by the Commission.”

The two deployment criteria developed by the Commission in 1975, which

remain the criteria today are:

= Cobblestones should be reused primarily in districts or areas of the
City where they were originally used. Historic Districts and Historic
Landmarks where cobblestones were originally used as the paving material
should receive first priority.

= As a general policy, cobblestones should be used for large paving areas,
primarily in public pedestrian spaces where the special character of
cobblestone texture would be meaningful. The use of cobblestones as
small decorative elements in unrelated or isolated projects should be
discouraged, as these uses are usually insignificant or inappropriate.

3. Ordinance
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Commentary

Appendix A,B, and C have been deleted as all considerations are now no longer relevant:

A. The Industrial Sanctuary Zoning no longer exists in this area.
B. The open space master plan was undertaken by Peter Walker in 2001.
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Commentary
Appendix has been deleted as all considerations are now no longer relevant (continued):

C. The Central City Fundamentals Design Guidelines have been adopted since these
guidelines were amended. Any guidelines that are accomplished through the
Fundamentals alone were omitted. Any guidelines that strive to accomplish more than
the Central City Fundamental Design Guidelines have been retained.
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Ordinance will be replaced with a new ordinance following the adoption of the updated
River District Design Guidelines.
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(Ordinance)
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