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have all influenced the maintenance of the primary pioneer

value structure.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The area now known as the State of Oregon was once a
place of promise and relative mystery for the people staking
claims and taking advantage of the Donation Land Act. Their
children, either born on the trail to Oregon or in the early
years of living in the territory between 1843 and the late
1850's, were to form the first generation of Oregonians who
did not know or remember what life was like in the east, or
more likely the midwest (Douglas, pg. 105). As historian
Elliott West noted, "(t)o ﬁhem this was no ‘frontier' at
all; this was not a line between the well known and the
unfamiliar. For the very youngest this was their first
reality" (West, "Child's Play," pg. 4). They based their
experiences around the climate, and physical characteristics
of Oregon, along with the values and personalities of their
parents —-the "mental outfit of the first comers”
(Eggleston, pg. 2). The climate was not as harsh as the
midwest throughout the seasons, allowing for ease of living.
There wasn't a constant threat of deep snow, or droughts.
This ease of climate, along with bountiful harvests and
ample resources the Willamette Valley provided for the
majority of the settlers, aided in the development of their

value systems and communities.



The generally hard working nature of their parents kept
the children busy, but the rivers of the Willamette Valley,
the hills and wildflowers of northeastern Oregon, the ocean
and beach of the coast, and the abundance of forests
provided an environment of adventure and exploration. After
chores were done there might have been a chance to ride a
horse through the woods or collect berries for a treat,
Oregon encompassed many geographical regions in a small
space, Tourists today often think of Oregon in terms of
trees and the color green, but in reality it has a large
area of desert type land, and mountainous areas., All these
regions provided differing "playgrounds" for the youth of
the 1840's and 50's.

There was a blending of the ideals from their parents'
generation with the new physical geography of Oregon. The
children adapted what they learned at home to the
environment around them. The values that held the pioneer
families together included character, independence,
cooperation, and a strong work ethic. Other pioneers in
other areas, along with permanent residents of the east and
midwest, also shared these beliefs and can be in their
entirety viewed as a generic pioneer or American spirit.
However, the subject of this study is Oregon and the ways in
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which these values were established in the "new" territory

by the initial white Oregonians who settled there.



Richard Maxwell Brown, in his article "Rainfall and
History: Perspectives on the Pacific Northwest," discusses
the impact of climate upon the migrating white settlers.

"To the mode of regularity in the Northwest climate there is
an analogue in Northwest social and political life; the
analogue is consensus" (R. M. Brown, pg. 24). The pioneers
were coming to an area where they could reestablish the
conservative lifestyle they had been able to lead elsewhere.

In Oregon: A Bicentennial History, Gordon Dodds remarked

that

although the pioneer generation was conservative, its
members were not staid or unadventuresome. After all,
most people in the Middle West stayed home. The
pioneers were those who, when weighing the necessity
to move and the desire to remain, came down on the
side of change, but change for the sake of duplicating
the 0ld ways in an environment that was itself, both
novel and familiar (Dodds, pg. 63).

This familiarity is discussed in depth-in Peter Boag's

dissertation. He emphasized the foothills --specifically of

the Calapooia area-- as a good place for building a home

(and the place most often chosen as a result), instead of

the flat plains in the valley.
Finding the physical environment to the Willamette
Valley plains not to their liking, the settlers
retreated to the periphery of the Willamette: to its
foothills —-among them those of the narrow Calapooia--
where they found the natural resources with which they
could reproduce the subsistence life-style they had
known in trans-Appalachia (Boag, pg. 5).

Consequently, the territory of Oregon provided a stable

climate and a similar physical geography to the east and



midwest. Conserving old values and characteristics was
therefore relatively simple. New methods of agriculture and
living were not required in the Willamette Valley because
the geography was similar, the climate was mild, and the
soil fertile,

Not only did the initial settlers of the mid-nineteenth
century and their children share these characteristics, but
the subsequent generations maintained the ways of life in
one form or another. In the case of one girl growing up in
northeastern Oregon in the early twentieth century, she had
her own mule named "Grapejuice" and taught school by riding
there each day (it was fourteen miles each way) (Huff
Interview). Another girl grew up in Astoria in the late
1940's through the 1950's, a time one hundred years after
the initial settlers came to Oregon. She had to milk cows,
tend the chickens, dig ditches, and complete other chores
after the death of her father and an accident which caused
her mother to become paraplegic (Zirges Interview, pg. 1).
These two examples, while only representing fifty year
increments from the initial settlement, do show significant
ties with the past.

According to Frederick Jackson Turner:

American social development has been continually
beginning over again on the frontier. This perennial
rebirth, this fluidity of American life, this
expansion westward with its new opportunities, its
continuous touch with the simplicity of primitive

society, furnish the forces dominating American
character (Turner, pgs. 2-3).






wrote that "(t)he processes of Western development . . . run
continuously from past to present, from mining, cattle
raising, and farming on to hydroelectric power and even into
space" (Limerick, pg. 32). Limerick does not view the
frontier as a "one shot deal" but rather a part of Western
history in its entirety. She emphasizes the importance of
minorities and how Turner's thesis refers only to the white
settlers in their process of "conquering" others, not

how the conquered felt (Limerick, pgs. 26-27). However, as
Cronon wrote, "(f)or all the criticism his successors have
directed against his work, no new synthetic paradigm for
western history has yet emerged to replace Turner's"
(Cronon, pg. 160).

In terms of this research, I agree with both Cronon and
Limerick. On one hand, I want to use Turner's ideas about
the forming of character in people living on the frontier.
"Whereas sections were bounded, motionless, and particular
to their moment in time, the frontier was the moving
embodiment of time, and so conferred on places it touched a
universality the section could never attain" (Cronon, pg.
168). On the other hand, I want to extend the frontier to
encompass the twentieth century. The history of Oregon
should include all of its history, including the minorities,
foreigners, Native Americans, and the white settlers. Even
though I am only dealing with the white settlers, that does

not mean that the other groups are excluded because they are



not significant. In Abner S. Baker's dissertation, "The
Oregon Pioneer Tradition in the Nineteenth Century: A Study
of Recollection and Self-Definition," he relates the closing
remarks of the Annual Address of the Oregon Pioneer
Association of 1902:
[a] son of the soil, grown up with Oregon
institutions, I am proud of our early pioneers. I do
not believe that any State was founded by a grander
class of men or women . . . . Plain, honest, tolerant,
courageous, intelligent, they laid broad and deep the
foundations of a State whose magnificent growth and
development is their grandest eulogy (Baker, pg. 87).
It is these people that I am particularly interested in
studying because they formed the basis of the majority of
Oregon's population today.
According to the Doctrine of First Effective

Settlement, as introduced by Wilbur Zelinsky in his book The

Cultural Geography of the United States,

[w]lhenever an empty territory undergoes settlement, or
an earlier population is dislodged by invaders, the
specific characteristics of the first group able to
effect a viable, self-perpetuating society are of
crucial significance for the later social and cultural
geography of the area, no matter how tiny the initial
band of settlers may have been, , . . Thus, in
terms of lasting impact, the activities of a few
hundred, or even a few score, initial colonizers can
mean much more for the cultural geography of a place
than the contributions of tens of thousands of new
immigrants a few generations later (Zelinsky, pgs.
13-14).

This theory can be applied to Oregon because the values of
the first white Oregonians have permeated the generations up
until the present. It is true that many of the

characteristics of the "initial band of settlers" have
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pioneers could reestablish their traditional way of life and
their value systems.
Jesse Douglas, in his article entitled "Origins of the

' determined that "Western

Population of Oregon in 1850,
migration was generally a movement of families rather than
of individuals and frequently, . . . was a prolonged process
accomplished in several stages" (Douglas, pg. 97).
Therefore, most people came to Oregon in families, and these

families had moved before.

In his book, The Plains Across, John Unruh accepted

Dorothy O. Johansen's migration hypothesis regarding the
decision settlers had to make about whether they would go to
Oregon or California. He wrote:
[tlhe emigrants themselves seemed to think the more
"respectable" of their numbers were turning off to
Oregon, especially in the years before 1847, and
Johansen asserts that by "respectable" they meant
immigrants of the Protestant persuasion who possessed
a Puritan moral outlook, emphasized thrift and
education, and were conservative seekers of law and
order. (Unruh, pg. 61)
However, rather than immediately establishing communities,
there were more pressing demands. Billington discusses
these demands by writing that "so long as fields must be
cleared, prairie sod broken, homes built, fences
constructed, and the earth made to yield up its fruits,
there was no time for abstract thought or artistic creation

(Billington, pg. 90). "The opportunity for self improvement

created by this frontier world placed a premium on tasks and






most early settlers; they had to rely on their own
production to provide for their needs (such as candles,
clothing and soap).

Besides duties, the pioneer ideals are also
significant, Lansford Hastings, a Californian of the time,
wrote in one of his California guidebooks

(and) I may add, that the Oregon emigrants, are, as a
general thing, of a superior order to those of our
people, who usually emigrate to our frontier
countries. They are not the indolent, dissolute,
ignorant and vicious, but they are generally, the
enterprising, orderly, intelligent and viscous.

(Unruh, pg. 61)

In Women and Men on the Overland Trail John Mack Faragher

15

wrote that the "men and women shared the same orientation to

what was important: a naturalistic aesthetic, hard work,
good health, and practical economic considerations"”
(Faragher, pg. 15). He was referring to all westering
settlers. Thomas Benson, an Oregon pioneer of 1864,
described the Oregon settlers' experience aptly when he

wrote that

[t]hey had faith in the new country where they
patiently hewed out homes not only for themselves but
for future posterity. They smiled at disappointments
and hardships and faced death with a calmness born of
looking squarely at the realities of life. They were
the solid timbers that went into the building of the
great commonwealth of Oregon.

(Pioneer Ladies Club, pg. 104)

In a description of Sephronia Cornelius Hills --a pioneer o

1851—~ Hallie Hills Huntington remarked in her book All The

Way West,

f
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wilderness surroundings --which both nature and the
previous Indian inhabitants had shaped-- to be of
great beauty. Not fearful of the wilderness, Euro-
American settlers developed a positive and intimate
relationship with the landscape through their daily
activities on it (Boag, pg. 4).

The land was everywhere; it was an inviting place to
explore and an arduous frontier to conquer. By "conquer" I
am referring to the building of "white-man" homes and
communities in areas previously unsettled in this fashion.
West described the desire to overcome the wilderness when he
wrote:

The work ethic was no abstraction; pioneers equated
long, strenuous labor with normal living. Because
some of that work required the help of others, the
frontier inspired a cooperative spirit. But even more
basic was the pioneer's inner directedness, a
determination to achieve fueled not by the opinions of
others but by the heady reward that came to those who
wrestled with the environment and won.

(West, pg. 252)

The Oregon territory brought friends and families in
close contact with each other. It didn't matter if they
were helping each other build homes or harvest crops. At
least they were in the experience together. Hardships
brought people close as well as success. Leonore Gale
Barette described a. Christmas in Oregon in 1853 in terms of
a family getting together for the holiday after the long
process of assimilation. "The road to the future looked
promising and they all determined that if hard work and grit

would lead to success, they would reach it" (Barette, pgs.

15-16).






































































































