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This thesis in its most basic sense is a study of home, an assertion of my
commitment to the unique environmental and cultural qualities of a place my family calls
Shelton. It presents a thoughtful and comprehensive study for maintaining and restoring
the cultural and environmental integrity of Shelton for the long term. [n this plan for
sustainability I focus on the three major themes of family, food provision and forestry. In
each part I piece together a local history, provide contemporary descriptions, and make

specific recommendations for working towards increased sustainability.
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Through my history's despite
and ruin, I have come

to its remainder, and here
have made the beginning

of a farm intended to become
my art of being here.

By it I would instruct

my wants: they should belong
to each other and to this place.
Until my song comes here

to learn its words, my art

is but the hope of song.

-Wendell Berry
"History"
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To love a place, however deeply, is not enough. In order to preserve and continue
the relationship, one must have a strong and intentional drive to work towards the
sustained health and well being of the land and the communities that it supports. In a day
when the voice of our society has grown quiet and passive, and the economy shapes
people as dedicated consumers, very little is more revolutionary than asserting something
has value that exceeds the price tag (i.e. clean air at any cost). It is in itself a profound
and radical act to form a relationship with a place that can not be equated by real-estate
values. For four generations my family has been building such a rapport with "place."

In this process we have created a geographic center that gives strength and focus to our
family, and we have become stewards of a beautiful marine, wetland, and forest
ecosystem.

This thesis in its most basic sense is a study of home, an assertion of my
commitment to the unique environmental and cultural qualities of a place we call Shelton.
It also presents a thoughtful and comprehensive study for maintaining and restoring the
cultural and environmental integrity of Shelton for the long term. In this plan for
sustainability I focus on the three major themes of family, food provision and forestry. In
each part I piece together a local history, provide contemporary descriptions, and make
specific recommendations for working towards increased sustainability.

This thesis is built from the contributions of many people. Yet it still represents
only my vision for Shelton. It is my hope that this project will serve as a spark for future
conversations and more complete community coliaboration in shaping the future of
Shelton. Also, I like to envision that someday this sort of study will be commonplace in
a sweeping citizen movement that actively honors and implements wise community and
land stewardship. While I discuss only the specifics of Shelton, I write for the greater
goal that someday every person will have a home, feel lasting connections to a place and

to people, and because of these ties will choose to act in ways that promote the health and

vitality of their geographical and social setting.



My original inspiration for this projected stemmed from the simple pleasure of being
in this place. While nearly every long weekend and most summer days of my childhood and
youth had been spent at Shelton, the spring of 1999 marked my first experience in living
there. Carolyn and Dale Dietzman moved full-time into the old farmhouse of Shelton in
January of 1999. They were kind and hospitable enough to welcome me and my partner,
Aaron Foster, to join them in March. In the following three months Aaron and I designed and
created a beautiful flower, vegetable, and herb garden, expanded the aging orchard, and
began construction of a greenhouse. With every day I became more familiar with the wetness
of the season, more absorbed in the rhythms of physical work, more appreciative of the
beauty of forest and water, more curious about the ways people have lived here in the past. I
began to see myself as just one link in a long family scene. I also realized my importance as a
bridge between future generations and those of our past.

It is my most sincere hope that this project speaks to all readers in some way. For
those of you already connected to Shelton, I hope that this reminds you of what it means to
be deeply and daily tied into the life and cycles of this special place. To those of you who are
yet unfamiliar with Shelton, I hope these pages serve as more general example of what it

means to study “home.” I have included a family tree (Appendix A) to aid in the negotiations

of family names and relations.



II. Definition Of Sustainability

The integrated nature, system outlook, guiding principles, and language of this
project find some basis and support in permaculture. In the 1970s David Holmgren and
Bill Mollison, two young Australian ecologists, coined the term “permaculture”. A
contraction of the words "permanent agriculture” or “permanent culture,” Mollison
defines permaculture as a "design system for creating sustainable human environments"
(Mollison 4). This synergy of ecology, energy conservation, landscape design, and
community focus describes a way to live responsibly within physical and social
limitations. In the winter of 1999, I traveled to New Zealand to intern on organic farms
and permaculture sites. The culmination of this three-month experience was a three-
week intensive permaculture certification course. I am not alone as I seek to directly
apply this learning, this way of living into my own life, onto my own land, but rather I
am joining a strong international community of permaculture activists.

My working definition of cultural and environmental sustainability is based on
living in a healthy, invested, and responsible manner. This three-part definition applies
inclusively to individuals, communities, and larger systems.

Responsibility = Consume no more than your share. Recognize and live
within the balance and cycles of a local system. Treat nothing as a waste product.
Produce and give back to benefit the greater community.

Health = Maintain natural and proper functions and processes. Resist
stagnation through continual and responsive engagement with the process of
change. Find fulfillment in daily activities.

Investment = Plan and act in regard for the long-term. Participate in
dialogue and decision making processes. Expend the energy needed to understand
your role (dependencies and contributions) in cycles of exchange.

Following references to sustainability shall be based upon this definition.



II1. Geographical Context

Two potentially confusing terms in this discussion are "Shelton" and "Shelton."
Shelton is the name of the largest town and capital seat of Mason County, Washington.
Shelton is also how my family refers to our home, our land. It is the epitaph of our place
somewhat like the name of the Jones' farm down the road, "Hungry Hollow Farm." To
avoid confusion, the town of Shelton from here after will be referred to as "Shelton-
proper” and our place will simply be "Shelton."

Shelton is located on the south Puget Sound of Washington, 30 miles northeast of
Olympia by road, or seven miles by water; 12 miles east of Shelton-proper by road, or
three miles by water; on Pickering Road, just 1/4 mile from the Harstine Island bridge
(Map- Appendix B). The original piece of land that my great-grandparents bought
consisted of five acres on the water side of the road and 15 acres across the road angling
out towards the beaver pond.

In 1955 Isabel was forced to sell the 15 acres across the road to pay taxes. In 1965
she sold the remaining property to various buyers, including the approximately two-acre,
90 foot waterfront house lot to Burton and Leora Dietzman. Burton and Leora then sold
that property back to my parents in 1978. In 1984 Leora and Burton bought eight acres
across the road that had previously been owned by Isabel. Unfortunately, the family
could not afford to make this purchase from a Mr. Manke while the land was still
timbered, so they bought it after the 1982 cut. The forest is now regenerating nicely, and
people walk the trail that leads the way to the beaver pond frequently.

In 1997 my parents, Carolyn and Dale, were able to buy back another acre and a
half of the original waterfront property. They now own approximately 3.5 acres of land
that slopes down towards the beach on the water side of the road. The beach is rocky and

has oyster and clam beds. The waterfront vista looks out at Graham's point, Harstine

Island, and Squaxin Island.






own 6.2 acres of 30-year-old Douglas-fir forest. Forest neighbors include Simpson
Timber, Lawrence Bames, Al Jones, Mrs. Stewart, and the Duffields (Map- Appendix C).
Between the arrival of my great-grandparents and the present day, there have been
many changes in land ownership. Yet the continual family ownership of the yellow
farmhouse has been enough to keep this place as a geographical focus of my family for

over four generations.



Part Two: Foundations In Family
IV. Tracing Our Roots

The rich heritage of experience and memory that I inherit from older generations, and
present conditions from which I can interpret and build, provide a strong foundation for
planning extended cultural stability. Learning the stories and recognizing the value associated
with Shelton is a first step in this process. How and why did my family come to this place?
What has daily life at Shelton been like over the years? What has enabled and motivated
multiple generations to hold on to this land and shape it as a family center? Answers to these
and other questions provide a basis for defining special characteristics of geography and
interpersonal relationships related to Shelton.

It is my hope that by knowing and sharing a common history, the identity and
solidarity of the Shelton community will be strengthened. In the way that, "memory validates
personal identity, history perpetuates collective self-awareness." Understanding our history
will help us better understand who we, both as individuals and community, are and what we
might become (Lowenthal 213). It is for this reason that I have collected the many myths,
facts, and interpretations on Shelton's past.

In many cases my sources are personal interviews and letters. By basing much of my
research on personal recollections of the past, I have undoubtedly assimilated and passed on
biases and bits from one person's recollection that do not match another's. In interpreting,
synthesizing, and ordering personal memories, I have attempted to create a more
comprehensive and generalized history of Shelton. I have done this out of agreement with
historian and geographer David Lowenthal that "sharing and validating memories sharpens
them and promotes their recall; events we alone know about are less certain, less easily
evoked. In the process of knitting our own discontinuous recollections into narratives,"
(1996) personal recollections merge to tell a single story, a tale more enduring simply

because more people have contributed to its creation and listened to its telling.



I have included many extended quotes in the text in an attempt to keep transparent the
personal nature of many of the sources I have used to highlight the collective nature of the
stories | am trying to record. I hope all readers will understand that I cannot help but write,
filter, and arrange this history from the biases of my own past and personality. I feel only the
deepest respect and gratitude towards everybody who participated in the creation of these

stories and this project.

I remember an evening when I was about 12 years old. I was on a walk across the
Harstine Island Bridge with my mother and a group of her friends. One woman commented
on how striking the resemblance was between the channels and islands of the Puget Sound
and the fjords of Norway she had recently visited. My romantic imagination caught hold of
this association and has yet to release it. I knew my great-grandmother had been bomn in a
tightly knit, Norwegian speaking community in South Dakota. I also knew she had run away
from her family's home to the Northwest. Perhaps, I guessed, there was a draw to this place, a
call deeply embedded in blood memory that drew her away from the plains to the Puget
Sound, to a land of forest, mountains and water that closely resembled the home in Norway
where her ancestors once fished and farmed. While the real story, or a least the story that
practical accounts can verify, does not match my simple imaginings, it does contain enough
of this thread to satisfy the whims of any good romantic.

John Ericsen Roshiem and Britha Olsdatter Hop were born in 1825 in Vik-Sogn,
Norway (Family Tree), a village in western Norway on the south shore of the Sognefjorden
(Cohen 43). They, like most Scandinavians who immigrated to the United States in the mid
1800s probably:

came from a land of small cottages and large families. They were people of

the soil and they came of a stock that for thousands of years had tilled the soil



they were now leaving. Generation had followed generation, sons succeeded

fathers at harrow and plow, and daughters took their mothers' place at

spinning wheel and loom. Through ever-shifting fortunes the farm remained

the home of the family, the giver of life's sustenance (Veirs 10).
This type of subsistence living was disrupted in the 1800s when the population of Norway
sharply increased due to agricultural and medical improvements. In a country with little
industrialization, this meant that traditional forms of agriculture tenure were strained as
customary systems of land inheritance were overwhelmed and soil fertility decreased. Social
unrest, religious oppression, and growing poverty in the lower classes may have been other
factors that motivated a large scale Norwegian immigration to the United States in the mid
1800s (Veirs 12-13).

While the specific reasons for their migration are obscured by time, we do know that
John and Britha made the move sometime before 1855, for in that year their daughter Olina
Rosheim was born in Lanesboro, Minnesota (Family Tree). They settled down in Flandreau,
South Dakota, within a mostly Norwegian community and once again began farming. Living
in a tight communitiy that spoke in their native language, and working the long hours
required for farmers meant there was little time and few opportunity for learning English and
new customs; thus assimilation was slow (Veirs 15-16).
Ingeborg Rosheim Afdahl Droscher (she latter changed her name to Isabel), born in

1883 as the first child of Olina Rosheim and Lars Knutson Afdahl, grew up in this traditional
environment. Isabel had two younger bothers, Julius and Knut, and four younger sisters,
Bessie, Clara, Anna, and Lovella (Droscher, Ralph). A letter written in 1982 by her sisters
Clara and Bessie describes her early life in this way:

Ingeborg or Isabel was born July 22, 1883 in Lone Rock Township, Moody

County, Dakota Territory.

She was baptized in the Norwegian Lutheran Religion. She was

confirmed by Rev. Blillie when she was 14 or 15 years of age. The folks

10



drove to Blinsmon Church about 15 miles in a spring wagon. Do not
remember her dress but remember she had a black silk cape. Just a short one
around her shoulders. When I was out there (WA) in 1961 she still had it. A
neighbor girl stayed with the younger children. I remember some of the food
we had.

She attended school at Simon's School, about 1 mile from home. Then
she went to Flandreau. She and a neighbor rented a room, they prepared their
meals etc.

About 1900 one day she came home from school, she brought no
books. The teacher told them "the world was coming to an end." Well we are
still here. She graduated in June 1903. Do not know date.

She worked at Henry's Dry Good Store for around seven years... Her
wages | remember were $1.00 a day. She saved enough money, went to a
business school in Grand Island, Neb. Came back to Flandreau and worked in
the Farmers State Bank. For some reason didn't like it. A classmate Maggie
Maghee talked her into coming out west- Maggie's father worked for the

Milwalkia railroad. She left in June 1910... (Afdahl).

On this point oral family legends differs. Some relatives believe that Isabel had a local

boyfriend who did not meet her father's approval. Since she could not have the family

blessing necessary for her to marry and remain happily and welcomed in the community, she

ran away. She took with her, as a keepsake from the thwarted boyfriend, a rattlesnake belt

(Dietzman, Carolyn).

Isabel's solo journey to the West no doubt required courage and spunk, but she did

not make this journey in isolation. Between 1890 and 1910 the population of Washington

State quadrupled to exceed one million inhabitants. At the end of this period of mass

immigration, fifty percent of the population was first or second generation foreign born, and

twenty-five percent of the total population was of Scandinavian descent. The majority of the
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Nordics that settled in the Pacific Northwest before 1920 came from the Midwest, not
straight from Europe. Upon leaving Europe, the average immigrant had left behind a life that
included small-scale subsistence farming of some grain, a vegetable garden, perhaps a small
fruit orchard, a few head of livestock and sheep for wool, and sometimes an occupation such
as logging, fishing, sailing, a trade or craft. In the Midwest, many were forced to change their
practices and cultivate bigger land areas, with less diversified crops, and great climatic
extremes (Veirs 17).

Many people successfully adapted to the new environment, but many others shared
the sentiment expressed by one immigration who stated, "'Dakota is all right for those who
like it, but there is just too much of Norway in me - of mountain, meadow and fjord"™ (Veirs
17). The environment of the Pacific Northwest and the types of small scale home-economies
that the maritime slope supported were a much better match for the people of Scandinavian.
The striking geographical similarities provided both emotional comfort and familiar
occupations. As on immigrate wrote, "The jagged summits of the Olympics now appeared
clear and cold, sticking out of the dark, green banks of the foothills. I thought of Norway.
The scene was different but just as beautiful, and the air was fine, full of the fragrance of the
firs and the smell of the sea" (Veirs 8). Descriptive letters such as this one sent to relatives
and friends still in the Midwest as well as other publications, and heavy recruitment by the
railroads and land speculators hastened the migration from the Midwest to the West Coast
(Veirs 18). So Isabel, while acting out a personal decision, probably was pushed by the tide
of a larger ethnic trend.

It is thought that she went first to Ballard, a strongly Scandinavian district of Seattle,
and met up with her friend from South Dakota. Maggie's father must have helped get Isabel a
job with the Milwalkia line for she soon moved to Maulden, Washington where she "held a
position as stenographer in a railroad office" (Wedding Announcement). It was during this
short period of employment that she met Henry Droscher, also an employee of Chicago

Milwalkia Rail Road (Droscher, Ralph).
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1906, he never became a US citizen (Death Certificate). Evidently he lived in Maulden,
Washington and when he and Isabel
married they made their first home there (Wedding Announcement). In 1911 they bought 21
timbered acres near Shelton-proper ( Dietzman, Carolyn). After a short period of dual
residency they moved out and began life in this rural area of forest, Sound, and small farms.
While I recognize that these choices in location reflect a regional demographic trend,
I also feel that personal connections to place played a part in my family's arrival to Shelton.
Even though Isabel was born and raised in the plains of South Dakota, I imagine that her
childhood was saturated with images of the homeland. Surely in the lore and customs of the
Norwegian community forest, sea, and mountains made reoccurring appearances. The gap of
a single generation could not have erased the affinity for the smell of salt water, or the appeal
of a small domestic farm that many centuries had ingrained deeply into the Roshiem blood

line.
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«  V.Daily Life In a Rural Home Economy

When Isabel and Henry Droscher moved to their new land on Pickering Passage in
1911 they came with the financial security of property ownership and Henry's continuing
employment with the railroad. In the city of Shelton in 1914 the cost of living for a family of
five was estimated at $425 a year (Fredson 27). This figure was probably even lower for
rural residents. At some point in the early 1920s Henry's health begin to fail. He stopped
working and stayed at the Pickering place as a "farmer" (Death Certificate). When he died in
the Shelton hospital during or shortly after an operation for stomach cancer in 1923, the
family was forced to adjust their means of earning a livelihood. Isabel received a small
mother's pension from the federal government. Along with assistance to Union veterans of
the Civil War this program was the only form of national social welfare in the United States
prior to 1930 (Herman). With this aid she and the four boys, Chuck, Paul, Don, and Ralph
were able to make ends meet through hard work and neighborhood support. Farming
provided basic staples. The sale of some crops as well as the occasional odd job provided a
small cash income for the family.

In this period of time from 1923 until the mid 1930s when the boys started moving
away to find jobs elsewhere, full family participation in the rural home economy was a
necessity. To make the farm a go an almost non-divisible connection between work and daily
life was forged. While the 1920s are know as a national decade of prosperity and the 1930s
as a period of economic despair, the Droschers and many other neighbors probably did not
experience either trend very keenly. Because of the rural, subsistence nature of their daily
life, Pickering Passage residents were not affected to the same degree as the general
population by either national economic prosperity or hardship.

For the families that lived on the shores of Pickering Passage in the early part of the
twentieth century almost all aspects of their lives were closely tied to the land upon which
they lived and farmed. As an old-time resident of Harstine Island, Esther Goetsch expressed

in an interview, "We raised all our own vegetables and fruits. We never had to buy anything
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but the staples such as sugar, flour and coffee (58)... Every fall Papa would take the
passenger and freight boat to Olympia and bring home a winter's supply of staples such as a
one hundred pound sack of sugar, six or seven forty pound sacks of flour, a ten pound bucket
of lard, a case of condensed milk and plenty of coffee beans" (Goetsch 24). Such small
family farms were not equipped to grow and sell a surplus sufficient to generate considerable
wealth even in periods of economic boom. They were not operations of profit, but did
provide families with a modest degree of plenty. The relative self-sufficiency of the
agriculturally based home economy buffered rural residents from the downfalls of an
unpredictable economy that urban, wage labors suffered from. While the temptation to
romanticize their situation as a perfect pastoral picture is strong, the rural isolation and
never-ending hard work of these pioneer type people should not be idealized.

Addressing the topic of daily rural existence in the "old days," Lawrence Barnes of
the Pickering neighborhood explained in an interview how "in those days it was different.
The old area has sure changed- almost nobody has livestock now. Back then everybody had
a cow, chickens, and pigs. Everybody had a garden with potatoes, veggies. They all cut hay,
dried it, and put it up in the barn. Everybody had berries: strawberries, raspberries, logans"
(Barnes). Each family tended to produce their basic staples in large gardens and from a few
animals, and then sold surplus crops, mostly berries, either for cash or for trading credit at
Shelton proper’s Lumberman Mercantile (Barnes).

The Droschers certainly lived this subsistence farming lifestyle. To suit the family’s
agricultural production the "land was cleared from the beach almost to the swamp out back.
The property from the road to the beach was used for the garden, grape patch, loganberrys,
strawberrys, and hay fields" (Droscher, Ralph). They grew a lot of potatoes and other
vegetables and had chickens for eggs and meat (Barnes). When Isabel and Henry first moved
to Shelton they built a small two room house on the Southwest side of the property about 150

feet up from the beach. After the big house was built that first home was used as the chicken

house (Droscher, Don).
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Don remembers that as a child:
berries and the cows were our biggest source of income. There was a freight
boat (that) used to come by twice a week to Olympia. We used to pick our
berries, put em in a rowboat and load it on that launch and they’d take ‘em to
Olympia to the cannery. They’d bring us our checks and they’d bring us our
empty crates.
And our cows. We used to sell milk for nine cents a quart. And we’d
used to carry it all over. There were the Johnsons and Mrs. Graham, and the
Andersons. And in the summertime the Benders and the Petersons. For nine
cents a quart, and that was pretty good (Droscher, Don).
The cows lived first in the original bam, just north of the road on the western property line.
Later, as Ralph remembers:
in 1926 Uncle Charlie came out from Detroit and lived with us for about a
year. He was Mom's sister Bess's husband and he built the new barn just
across from the driveway. Also a chicken house was built next to the barn.
We had two cows till I graduated from high school. I milked them in
the AM and Don milked them at night. About the last two years I milked both
AM and PM. We sold milk to the neighbors till about 1937 or 1938 (Droscher,
Ralph).
Pasture for the cows extended north towards the beaver pond. Hay was grown on the
property on the southern side of Pickering road on the "eastside of the house from property
line to the loganberry patch. When it came to hay harvest time Don and myself would hand
cut the hay with scythes. It would take us about two days to get it all cut" (Droscher, Ralph).
They also grew grapes to sell to the Werberger Winery just across the bay. In 1919
the Werberger family set out 1,000 plantings of Island Belle grapes; this small vineyard was
that start of their juice business. In 1934, with the lift of Prohibition, they begin making wine

as well (Journal 85). To supplement the harvests of their own vineyard and increase their
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to changing conditions in market demand. They were able to keep a hired man employed
(Byrd), and hire other neighbors when needed. For example Al Jones can remember Don
Droscher working on the farm from time to time, especially during apple picking season
(Jones, Al). The old farm journal of Hungry Hollow has entries that illuminate the exchange

between the Jones and the Droschers:

1933  June 25- 1 and 3/4 day work by Donald Droscher.
July 3- I owe Donald Droscher for 2 1/4 days work.
Donald worked 2 3/4. Ralph worked 1 day.
Mrs. Droscher owes me 1 1/2 days work.

1934 March 25-27- Plowing for Droscher. ch $2.28
July 9- Donald Droscher worked 1/2 day.
July 14- Donald Droscher worked 1/2 day.
September 25- Droscher had team 3 days. $9.00
October 1- Droscher owes me 75 ct.

1938 April 8- work by Bird (horse) for Droscher. $2.00
April 23- Horse to Droscher and Lundbergh. $5.00
May 4- Horse to Droscher. $1.00
December 2- veggies to Droscher. $3.00

1940 May 17- Ralph Droscher had the horse. $1.50 (Jones, Ed).

Some employment could be found in logging as well. Don remembers his brother,
"Chuck, when he was ten years old, had for a short while a job greasing skids. Skids were
every 4 or 5 feet apart. They put the skids on the logging road and the horses pulled the logs
over them, and you’d have to grease them (skids) for logs to slide over them better. Chuck
carrying that 5 bucket gallon of grease and a big swab. He lasted ‘bout a week and then
couldn’t take it any more. That was different days" (Droscher, Don). The rest of the boys

picked berries and cleaned up for folks when they could but there wasn't much work in those

days (Barnes).
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Following are two great examples of how the outgoing nature of neighbor
relations extended into terms of friendly assistance. Lawrence Bamnes tells this anecdote
about his mother and Isabel Droscher with a glow of pride:

Bergeson was the name of a woman who lived on Harstine Island. She
was crippled with rheumatism. Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Droscher would go
over every fall to can for her. She couldn’t with her crippled hands. They
helped put away the food the family would need for the winter. Quarts and
quarts of tomatoes, etc.... She traded fresh veggies to them through the
summer in return. They would row over. She lived straight across the
channel from Grants School on the water (Barnes).
Favors between neighbors were exchanged freely, but with great appreciation. Isabel
Droscher was more than willing to help Mrs. Bergeson with her canning, and in turn she
surely expressed gratitude to others who extend help in similar ways to her own family.
Don Droscher recollects on some of the generosity they received:
We had wonderful neighbors, those days. We had on our west side Harry
Martin. I don’t know how many of you old timers here remember Harry
Martin. He was a retired sea captain, and he was a wonderful old
gentleman. He had a tractor and when we needed cultivation of our berries
or garden we borrowed that tractor.

We ate a lot of clams in those days. Money was scarce but clams
were free for digging. He had better clam digging on his beach then we
had on our beach, so we’d go down and dig a bucket of clams, take em up
to Mr. Martin. He’d take what he wanted; we’d take the rest. It was
always that way. Everybody was helping each other in those days. Its
something you don’t have now. Every place now says “KEEP OFF” or
“RESTRICTED”. You can’t... its different, altogether different

(Droscher, Don).
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Another example of neighborhood and family cooperation can be found in a description
of deer hunts. As Ralph details:

We did a lot of deer hunting and clam digging to supplement our
food supply. The deer hunting was usually done in parties of six to ten
men. Two or three men were put on stands and the rest would drive thru
the trees and brush to chase the deer out to the ones on the stands to do the
shooting. After the day’s hunt was over, the deer were dressed out and put
in equal amounts. One person turned away from the meat and another
would ask him who that meat was for. After all were called each took their
meat. This method was used so no one could pick the best or the worst of
the meat (Droscher, Ralph).

By lending the helping hand and working together for mutual benefit in so many daily,
ordinary situations the community was strong and able to cope with situations of greater
stress. Interpersonal relationships, exchanges, and dependencies were in functional and
reciprocal order. Even in the midst of national economic downfall, industry collapse, and
high unemployment the Pickering residents got by with cooperation and the sharing of
resources.

During the Depression it was not uncommon nationally for these sorts of informal
security networks to fail. As one historian explains, "the depression years in the Pacific
Northwest were doubly difficult. The economic realities of falling farm prices, industrial
unemployment, (and) foreclosed mortgages, all (added) up to pervasive despair” (Dodds
227). Indeed in the city of Shelton one man needed work so desperately that he entered
a Work Wanted add in the Mason County Journal that read: "(Work) -any kind, town or
country. Can drive any make of car of truck. Spading gardens by hour or piece or work.
Any kind of work, day or longer. Garden spading or anything for family man" (Fredson

78).
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While this scenario might reflect the general regional outlook, nowhere is despair
or loss of hope evident in the words and records of the rural residents of the Pickering
Passage area. These small independent landowners were not hit quite as hard by the
severe economic downturn as were wage laborers in urban areas. Esther Goetsch asserts
that "even during the depression years there was always something going on here. People
didn't have much money but it didn't cost anything to live. Most people were farmers
who raised everything they needed for food. Many of the farmers had gone into chicken
business selling eggs, raising big gardens and growing loganberries and grapes to sell to
the winery. What they couldn't sell they ate. There were always big platters of
homegrown fried chicken and vegetables washed down with home made wine and the
company never ceased to come" (Goetsch 83).
To be sure few Pickering residents had much of value to lose beyond their land.
The Droschers certainty lived quite modestly. As Don describes:
We didn’t have water, running water. We had a well outside the house.
Mom used to wash her clothes in a big scrub board and washtub. And
things like sheets and towels she’d usually boil in a big ole copper boiler.
She’d bake her own bread. We had a big kitchen range. Lot of you know
what they were, maybe some of you don’t. And our heating was by wood.
We’d cut it all ourselves. We’d haul it in from the woods in a
wheelbarrow. Those days were different (Droscher, Don).

Jane Droscher can remember that on her first visit to the place in 1938 there was no

electricity, just Aladdin lamps for light. There was an oil heater in the living room and a

wood stove in the kitchen.

The toilet was out behind the barn, across the road (Droscher, Jane). What a long walk it

was when you were down on the beach and had to go! (Dietzman, Carolyn). When

electricity did come around Chuck wired the house. Sometime in the 1940s Paul paid for

an electric pump that replaced the old hand pump and Don and Ralph plumbed the house
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for water (Droscher, Ralph). Don replaced the old pantry with an indoor bathroom in

1952 just before Isabel's sisters came out from South Dakota for a visit (Dietzman,

Carolyn).

Living in such a manner meant that rarely was there time not occupied by chores.

In a letter from Isabel's sisters Clara and Bessie, they described Isabel as "always busy;, if

she had only a few minutes she'd picked up her fancywork" (Afdahl). She crocheted a lot

of pot holders and edging of pillowcases and knew how to do Norwegian tatting. Nothing

was ever wasted in her home. Wool clothes were saved for braided rugs and nylons were

turned into crocheted rugs.

Calling on neighbors was the main social opportunity for Isabel and her adult

counterparts. Children on the other hand got to go off to school to play and learn with

their peers. The Droscher boys and other Pickering area children attended the small Grant

Schoolhouse. Don Droscher described his elementary years in this way:

For recreation, we’d go off to school. Part of the time someone would
drive, hired by the school district, as a bus driver. I can remember Ed
Jones, his dad. Just about every year when he was doing it he’d buy a
brand new Model T Ford Curry to use as the school bus... We all went to
school here, it was a small building like this, where that wall is now. One
teacher and we had up to 30 kids. I don’t know how many there were in
the end, five or so. Like Al said we had to go to Agate. I don’t know what
was, maybe a state exam before we could get out of the Grant Grade
School. We all did well. No one ever flunked, that I can remember. I

started here with Mrs. Snider when I was six years old. Mrs. Blake, Mrs.

Mitchell..." (Droscher, Don).

After graduation from the Grant Grade School all of the Droscher boys attended and

graduated from Shelton High School. Other forms of youth entertainment included

swimming in the nearby lakes in the summer and ice skating in winter. Lawrence Barnes
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water-bound market of these rural customers as well. Ships from San Francisco would

come up and travel the waterways selling household items. Much of the Droscher

furniture was purchased this way (Dietzman, Carolyn).

When asked about water transportation in his family, Al Jones had a tale ready to

tell:
I can tell you a story you might find interesting. Edna Jones, my 96 year
old half-sister died this last summer. She had a clear mind to the very end
she wrote some things about her growing years. She grew up on this farm.
And (this is) one of the stories she tells...  Dad had two gasoline
launches. One and then the other, I don't know why. That was before the
Model T. And Edna got sick, and I mean she was really sick. And then she
says that (Dad) had a wagon and a team of horses; so I assumed she meant
that they... must of gone in that wagon to where he had a float down in the
cove down here and got her on board that boat. It had an old marine
engine, probably a single cylinder bang type thing, you know, this is way
back. He took her all the way down into Shelton... Then it was a mile
down from that boat dock... She doesn't see how he got her up to the
doctor... Anyways he got her up to Doctor Wells...Well he checked her
over and said, 'she's got diphtheria. You're gonna have to take her to the
hospital in Olympia.' So they went back to the boat and went all the way
over into Olympia. And they had at that time an experimental new anti-
toxin for diphtheria and she talks about her mother giving permission and
them giving this new anti-toxin to her and saving her life. There's a
boating story for you!

Al conjectures that they started taking the horses in to town when “the roads... got
a little better and... they gave up going by boat. (Ed Jones) wouldn't have gone by boat

by choice! He was raised in Kansas. Couldn't swim and he was scared and hated the
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Obviously the logging culture of the Shelton area was pervasive in aspects other
than employment for Chuck, Paul, and Don later held logging jobs. Chuck had a job with
a logging company out of Roseburg, Oregon and Paul owned Paul Droscher Equipment,
an outfit that sold logging equipment, machinery, and supplies in Redding, California
(Dietzman, Carolyn). In the 30s "Don got a job in Aberdeen working in a mill cause he
knew the foreman, Carleson. He was known as the 'kid from Shelton,' as an outsider
taking a local's job when jobs were hard to get" (Barnes). He also listed "Logging
Contractor, self-employed" on his resume in 1935 (Droscher, Don-Resume). Though
they didn't make money at it while they were young, the boys must have picked up or
absorbed some know-how about logging during their youth.

Just as the Droscher's financial connection to the dominant industry of the region
was slight in those early years, so were their connections to general national economic
conditions. The bounty of their gardens and livestock made the demand for capital
expenditures minimal. Due to the subsistence nature of their livelihood they never were
wealthy, even during the prosperous 20s, but they also escaped the hunger and
desperation that so many Americans faced during the 30s. The diversification of crops
and revenue sources was key. The family produced what they needed and then had milk,
strawberries, loganberries and grapes for sale. The government aid and additional income
eaned in the boys outside employment certainly helped as well.

Credit for the stable and wholesome, if not leisurely, youth that Chuck, Paul, Don,
and Ralph experienced is also due in great part to the amazing strength and fortitude of
Isabel. It was surely not common or easy for a woman to stay on the land alone as well as
raise four fine boys. The strong family focus extended into striking bonds of loyalty and
rapport with neighbors. In this community, tied closely together by similar occupations

and lifestyles, common geography, and mostly Scandinavian heritage, a strong local
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identity grew. It is in the hope that these close bonds between family, neighbors and the
fertile land, water and forest of the Pickering Passage area will not ever fully disappear,

that I write.
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VII. Vacation Destination

To make that move, Isabel needed money. She couldn't continue to live at Shelton
alone, and she couldn't leave Shelton without liquidating her property assets. As my
father Dale remembers, in 1965, the year that he and Carolyn married, the Droscher
family:

decided to sell all the property. Paul was the only one in the family with
money and he didn't want the land... So I convinced Burton and Leora (his
parents) to buy the middle, 90-foot section with the house for us. We
didn't want it to leave the family. So they came down and looked at it and
decided to buy it. We were gone a lot, so they came out often (from their
home in Seattle), fixed up the house" (Dietzman, Dale).
In his visits to Shelton Dale had clearly seen the importance this land had for Carolyn. He
also must have had an affinity for the place himself. In this way, with the marriage of the
Droscher and Dietzman families, Shelton was not lost. By drawing more people into the
charm of the place, devotion to keeping it increased.

For Leora and Burton, Shelton became their "country home.” They spent their
weekends out there. It was their place." Regularly, they'd leave Seattle to spend a
weekend in the country. Burton liked to be in the woods or go fishing in the rowboat out
in the bay. He kept a garden with flowers and vegetables (Dietzman, Dale

They also did their share of maintenance over the years. They worked on the house
foundation, put up the wallboard in the living room, and jacked up the southwest living
room corner. Leora can also remember doing plenty of canning and preserving at
Shelton. The orchard continued to produce an "abundance of apples, cherries, and plums.
We would can and make applesauce. (With all the fruit) there were always deer around.
When we would drive in at night their eyes would shine, and they'd scamper away"
(Dietzman, Leora). Recently Leora said that Burton enjoyed being at Shelton so much

that he would have liked to have lived there.
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During the 1980s family reunions came to be a part of Shelton summers. Don
organized several Droscher reunions. The four brothers and their families would gather
together for several days to reminisce, eat shellfish, drink beer, and play horseshoes. Daniel
can remember "Fourth of July weekends, where there were Dietzman family reunions.
Always sunny. Barbecue, baseball, fireworks and relatives that were rarely seen any other
time during the year (Dietzman, Daniel). One year Jane hosted a Pickerell (her maiden
family) reunion. During this event Jane and I did a formal count of all the guests. We reached
a total of 32 adults, eight kids, and five dogs. It was at these affairs that I met my relatives
and realized how many people shared connections with the place.

Shelton also became the location for an annual gathering of Carolyn's women friends,
select spouses, and their kids. Every June after school was out for the summer, we'd gather
for several days of vacation. This meant chocolate, book discussions, swimming, bonfire
barbecues, bird watching walks, more chocolate, boat rides, and good conversation. This
tradition continues into its fifteenth season. The only changes being that the women exercise
more and spend considerable time sharing pictures of grandchildren.

In my store of memories, childhood time at Shelton meant hunting the sweet and tiny
wild strawberries in the lawn for hours; hiding in the tall grass when it hadn't been cut for
weeks or months; shell hunting; fighting with Daniel for the red couch, or at least any place
but the ghost bed!; lazy mornings of pancakes with fresh blackberry sauce; learning to pump
on the swing; climbing trees; looking for rock crabs under Harstine Island bridge with Dale;
reading and doing puzzles on wet rainy days; time with my best friend Emily Montgomery;
seeing the grandparents; games of UNO, Skipbow, and Scrabble in the evenings; Dale
fiddling with the TV antenna on the roof, in the tree; mountain biking with Daniel; Mom
planting rhodys; rubber boots and wet clothes hanging on lines in the kitchen; the wood
stove; the musty Shelton smell that I unpacked in all my clothes and sleeping bag upon

returning home; Pops not "on call" and Mom content in her favorite place.
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Sara, if she had more time would expand on adventures to:
Indian Island and boat rides in the sun. Hitchhiking. A knock on the door and
a man with a bloody face needing a ride. A place to take loved ones for
getaways. Family reunions and memories of family and friends that are no
longer in our lives. Turning over rocks to catch crabs. Hearing the crash of a
whale! Seeing it lost in our cove. Hearing the music of mandolins and cellos.
The dinner bell on the old shed. Snake hunting with Tyler. Seeing a deer be
mangled by the animal instinct in a sweet dog. Hearing the thump of beaver
tails at the pond. Visiting an old apple orchard when I was eight and being
amazed at the fact that these trees were 80, 90 years old. Filleting perch with
Tom Montgomery. Eating pie. My grandfathers (Dietzman, Sara).

The curiosity and delight of kids in this gentle wilderness are still a part of the
Shelton spirit. Claire and Tyler Gervais, the kids of Sue and Phil, come out every summer.
They keep the kitchen window sill stocked with shells and the adults busy looking for
gardener snakes and doing craft projects.

The significance of Shelton in our lives is clearly expressed in the tenor and
abundance of these memories. All of these experiences have shaped us as individuals and
given us common bonds that strengthen our ties as family. Shelton, as a constant place, as an
unbroken thread of shared memory and activity, gives a geographically located core to my
nuclear and extended family. Shelton provides a place for folks and friends to gather, to
unscatter from around the world. It has also served as the setting for forging generational
connection. My love of this place encourages me to ask about the lives and personalities of
my great-grandparents, and it is at Shelton that I spend time with my grandparents.
Something about a small house and the big outdoors provides the right fabric for people to
relate well together here. An atmosphere of relaxed activity and open conversation pervades

the boat rides, forest walks, work time in the garden, and feasts around the picnic table.
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VIII. Return to Residency

Thirty-five years after Isabel moved away, full time residents returned to Shelton.
In January of 1999 Carolyn and Dale moved into the yellow farmhouse as full time
residents. Aaron and I joined them for a spring and summer of gardening. On the surface
this has meant that the hide-a-key is in a different place, fewer beds line the upstairs, we
receive regular trash pick up service, there's a new outdoor hot tub and a washer and
dryer in the shed, and the squirrels have been evicted from the attic. More attention is
being paid to the upkeep of the yé.rd and the structural condition of the house.

Tom and Toni began the construction of their new house up the hill in late winter
of 1999. They moved down from Bellingham in mid summer and were living in the
house in early fall. In making the move to Shelton, Dale, Carolyn, Tom, and Toni have
provided company and support for each other that has helped to ease and accommodate
their transitions into this rural lifestyle and new community. Meals are shared together
weekly; most walking routes now pass through Tom and Toni's yard and daily chats take
place here on the hill; we swap gardening advice; the dogs play together; Tom helps
Carolyn and Dale with construction type chores.

In the summer of 1999 Jane moved down from Port Townsend to a retirement
center in Shelton-proper. Tom and Carolyn acted as a great team in making this move
possible. In such ways the loose configurations of family visiting that once took place at
Shelton have been tightened and centralized as more of us come to live here.

By no means has this meant fewer visitors. In the spring through early fall of
1999, friends and family were up visiting nearly every weekend. Shelton was in a

constant bustle of social activity. Carolyn’s women friends were out in June, Daniel
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came home for three weeks in July, Sara visited in both June and August, the
Montgomery’s traveled frequently down from Burien, WA, Sue, Phil and the kids came
in July, and other friends showed up as well.

For visitors, lounging in the hot tub and spending time in the garden are the only
remarkable changes in how time is spent. On the other hand the full-time residents have
to go to work and more daily chores call for attention. With bills, house cleaning, and
jobs, the endleés stream of visitors can strain needs for personal space and time for quiet
respite. Taking time just to relax and enjoy the place is difficult with so many projects
and pressures. Learning how to successfully balance these elements will be key for the

future.
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IX . Cultural Sustainability

In Part Two: Foundations In Family, several general themes have been traced.
They include the importance of history in forming contemporary identities, descriptions
of changing daily life, the draw people feel to the land, and how an extended community
has come to view Shelton as a special place for gathering. By understanding what
elements of Shelton life have been important to community stability in the past and
evaluating what is important now, clear directions for the future come forth.

During Isabel's 54 year tenure on the land, the major concern of domestic affairs
was how to earn a livelihood from land. To make ends meet in the rural home economy
required that all family members cooperated in farming and other chores. A strong
network of neighborhood support was in place to provide opportunities for socializing
and to assist people in times of need. Also, a sense of belonging permeated the place.
Isabel was in her niche at Shelton, and she welcomed all others into her home.

Currently, Shelton plays a significarnt role in providing a center for gatherings of
friends and family. A focus on sharing time and activities gives comfortable context to
strengthening interpersonal relationships in this place. At Shelton visitors and residents
enjoy aesthetic and physical connections to the land through many outdoor opportunities.
Walking in the woods, going on boat rides, and working in the gardens are reasons and
ways people enjoy time at Shelton.

Shelton is also the place where my family has roots. We take great pride and

comfort in being of an old-timer family. Sara illustrates this pride in the following

antidote:



One day when my father, grandmother, and I were yelled at for picking
blackberries on a rather unfriendly lot, and , followed home by these very
people, we were accused of being new comers. This was the worst insult,
and I felt pride when my father said no we weren't new--this place had
been in the family almost 90 years. They were the new ones. Old
neighbors knew Don and his family, and share memories of helping each
other. In trouble for picking berries-how absurd! (Dietzman, Sara).

When reflecting on the potential directions for the future of Shelton Daniel's only
desire "is that it remains the family place it has always been" (Dietzman, Daniel). Sara
echoes his sentiment when she states:

What I hope for this place is that family and friends will continue to be
able to unite for food (soul and real), for forest, and for sea. I want to hear
more music in this place. I want to learn more names of trees. I want to
understand the transformations of the land better. I want this place to
remain sacred to us all (Dietzman, Sara). .
For Shelton to "remain sacred" I feel is it important to maintain the honored qualities and
traditions of today and return a functional emphasis to the practices and philosophies of
the past. From this perspective I have created a guide for cultural sustainability at
Shelton:
» Make history accessible to everyone. Take pride in our old-time family status.
Continue to collect and keep stories.
» Honor and build inter-generational connections.

« Maintain or build better connections with neighbors. Ask and return favors.
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Learn from the social and practical exchange/barter system of visiting that
Learn from the social and practical exchange/barter system of visiting that
Isabel relied so much on.

* Build stabilizing connections with the Shelton-proper community.

* Be a part of a Pickering Road neighborhood discussion and decision making
body.

» Let guests know they're always welcome. Encourage friends to feel
comfortable and non-intrusive in visiting.

» Create ways for non-permanent residents to invest in the place.

« Expand infrastructure to accommodate more people (i.e. put in an outdoor,
composting toilet down below, consider building guest accommodations).

»  Formulate and communicate a clear and agreeable means of passing the
property from generation to successive generation.

»  Enjoy time spent and company shared at Shelton.

If these goals are give conscience attention, Shelton’s legacy as a place for family and

friends to gather in a grounding environment shall live on.
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Part Three: Forestry
X. Forces Of Creation; Factors Of Condition

Since the arrival of the first loggers in 1853, trees have been the center of
Euroamerican life in Mason County, Washington. It is now estimated that 90% of the
613,000 acres of "Timber County" are devoted to raising commercial timber or forest
recreation (James 50). Very few of the gigantic conifers that once blanketed the area still
exist. I know of no remaining, intact old growth forest ecosystem in Mason County.
Forests are highly fragmented and for the most part intensively managed as plantations
for timber production. The forested land now associated with my family has not been
exempt in any way from the logging history and culture of the area.

In this setting where timber exploitation is the norm, outlining a future for forestry
that takes more into consideration than maximizing harvest profits is vital. In Mason
County, this type of awareness and action will not develop until the full costs and
consequences of environmental wreckage are realized. Accountable action will ensue only
after economic diversification provides people with more options for earning a livelihood.
The meanwhile will probably bring shorter intervals between cuts, further reduction and
degradation of wildlife habitat, and continuing erosion and loss of soil fertility. These
large-scale problems require broad-based solutions. While I believe that both a stronger
environmental ethic on the part of citizens and stronger state and federal polices are
incipient and growing, the game of wait and see is not proactive enough for my tastes. In
our forested Shelton acreage we have the opportunity to promote and protect a pocket of
healthy forest. Twenty acres out of 613,000 is not incredibly significant, but even small
plots contribute to large-scale restoration efforts.

To better understand sustainable forestry practices, it is helpful to grasp the
influences and epochs that have shaped Northwest forest conditions over time. Climate,
human patterns of habitation and extraction, and disturbance regimes all play important

roles in the continual evolution of forest ecosystems. What we see today are really
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“snapshots in time of a long and changing series of ecosystems shaped by many
processes" (Hebda 227). There is no "climax" ecosystem, no final and most desirable
forest condition. The present environmental state, just like all stages in history, is a
response to changes in these many processes. Therefore to select a certain snapshot, say
the one of old growth forests that Euroamerican immigrants encountered in the 1800s, as
the one to retain as the preservation ideal would be a rather arbitrary and shortsighted
choice.

While it is important to honor and recognize these processes of change, it is also
important to realize that environmental change is presently occurring at a intensity and
scope more extreme than any period since the last glaciation due to human disturbances
(Hebda 250). Population increase, consumer demands, global warming, ozone depletion,
species extinction, and nuclear contamination are all wreaking profound consequences on
global environmental conditions. At this rate natural mechanisms for adaptation and
adjustment may be overwhelmed. On the broadest level of environmental activism the
goal is to slow or reverse the root forces of such widespread devastation. On a more local
level, an appropriate preservation goal might be to help retain an ecosystem’s "health”
and ability to cope with rapid change.

Just as when considering the health of a person, defining "good health" in a forest
is difficult. Highly variable and often of an intuitive and comparative rather than a
quantifiable value, "health" is indeed vague terminology. In my definition health is
equivalent with physical, mental, and spiritual well-being. It can not be cataloged or
determined within the confines of a linear scale or exact criteria. Yet having a set of
standards or considerations is helpful when trying to understand the conditions of a forest
and the directions in which land stewardship should progress. My working definition of
forest health is as follows:

A healthy forest ecosystem maintains its natural functions and

processes; for example it incorporates and recovers from disease and
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disturbance, cycles nutrients and water, and transitions through stages
of succession.
* A healthy forest ecosystem retains species composition in terms of
richness, diversity, dominance, and frequency.
* A healthy forest ecosystem sustains diverse structural qualities such as
flood plains, quantities of downed wood, habitat, and riparian zones.
* Forest health should be considered as a reflection of changing
conditions, and contextualized within sucessional stages.
It is from this definition of health and the outline of sustainability given in the first
section of this project that I base my arguments and plans for future forest management.
On the scale of geological time, today's hallmark conifer forests of the Pacific
Northwest have been around for only a very short period of time. Thirty million years
ago, a diverse hardwood forest occupied the lowlands of the Pacific rim. By about 10
million years ago, the Cascade mountain range had risen, forming a significant terrestrial
barrier. The western slope of the range fostered a wet and cool climate unsuitable to many
of the hardwood tree species. Between that point and 2.5 million years ago many of the
hardwoods went extinct while conifers became much more predominate. By the "early
Pleistocene age, about 1.5 million years ago, the Northwest forest had developed an
overwhelming preponderance of coniferous species, and appeared more-or-less the same
as today." It was at this point that the two distinctive features of the present Northwest
climate, low summer rainfall and mild winter temperatures, came together for the first
fime to create a climate specially suited to the growing needs of conifers (Shultz 253-254).
Indeed, today the most remarkable feature of the South Puget Sound climate is the
frequency with which it rains. Nestled between the Pacific Ocean and the Cascade
Mountains, "the rain falls steadily and heavily... slanting down in wind-snapped sheets

during the winter storms, drizzling through the spring nights, settling in heavy dew on
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summer mornings" (Morgan 5). Just a couple of miles away from our place at Shelton the

following data were collected:

Monthly Average Precipitation in Oakland Bay Watershed
Historical average, 54 years, 1932 through 1986
Jan  10.4 inches

Feb 8.2
Mar 6.7
Apr 4.0
May 22
Jun 1.7
Jul 0.91
Aug 1.2
Sep 2.6
Oct 6.0
Nov 9.7

Dec 11.4 (Oakland Bay A-9)
Total annual average precipitation = 65.01

Ninety percent of the annual precipitation falls late fall to early spring (Schultz
254-5). Summers tend to be fairly dry. The Puget Sound and Pacific Ocean act as
temperature modifiers. Rarely are there hard winter freezes or many summer days over
85 degrees.

In this region of heavy winter rains and moderate yearly temperatures, temperate
conifer forests flourish. Winters of high rainfall and mild temperatures allow for
continuing photosynthesis, giving conifers and evergreen hardwoods the growth advantage
over deciduous species (Perry 50). In fact evergreen plants accumulate 30% to 50% of
their carbohydrates in the winter months (Schultz 254). The warmer temperatures and

minimal rainfall during the summer months also contributes to making winter the

preferable growing season for conifer plant species.
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XI. Historical View

For many millennia humans have also found this environment suitable for
habitation. Archeological records date the earliest indigenous settlement in the Northwest
back 12,000 years old near Sequim, WA on the Olympic Peninsula (Dodds 1). It is
believed that the Northwest Coast peoples had permanent villages located near areas of
high seasonal harvest. Staying in the margins of saltwater, freshwater outlets, and forest
they moved in semi-sedentary patterns to capture the harvest of salmon, berries, roots,
and other products of the forest and sea (Suttles 259). The marine environment poured
forth an abundance of food in shellfish, salmon and other fish species, and seaweed.

Similar to the later day settlement of the Euroamericans, native peoples cleared
sites on the edges of the woods for villages. In lightly managed forest areas close to the
settlements they harvested plants for medicinal, culinary, and crafting uses. Western red
cedar was harvested for many uses: wood was used for the construction of housing,
canoes, cooking containers, and artistic carvings; bark was fashioned into plates, diapers,
and used as a fire starter; roots were constructed into baskets, and clothing (Del Mar).

Native peoples used fire to create and maintain clearings in which they cultivated
the camas plant, a dietary staple. Fire was also employed periodically to clear travel
routes out of the dense forest or to make meadow like clearings that attracted grazing
game (Ervin 94). Such burning encouraged patterns of highly diverse regeneration by
maintaining successional and open vegetation (Hebda 248).

When the Lewis and Clark expedition arrived at the Pacific coast in 1805 they
were not so captivated with the climate or forest of the region. Clark complained in his
diary on Monday, November 11th that:

"A hard rain all the last night we again get wet the rain continue(s) at
intervals all day. Wind very high from SW and blew a storm all day... and

our situation is truly a disagreeable one" (Schultz 9).
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They also expressed frustration over the density and impassability of the woods
(Robbins 316).

Others who followed their path across the continent did not find the Northwest
so disagreeable. During the 1840s and 50s a "swelling tide of EuroAmericans... overran
and pushed aside an already decimated native population for the most valuable
agricultural lands." Validated by manifest destiny and a cultural belief that never
questioned the essential rightness of viewing the natural world as capital, these new
settlers set about exploiting the natural resources of the Pacific Northwest for the
advancement of their personal economic status (Robbins 316).

Great profits could be garnered from logging the magnificent stands of timber that
blanketed the Northwest, and with great rapidity the "forest primeval" fell to the axes and
saws of the eager lumberjacks. Such forests as they encountered in the late 1800s are hard
to imagine to a person familiar with the spindly plantations that now patch the county.
Gigantic Douglas-fir with diameters exceeding 10 feet were not uncommon. Typical
diameters were five to seven feet for Douglas-fir and three to four feet for mature western
hemlocks. Western red cedars, Sitka spruces and pines also clad the land in dynamic
pockets of diverse species composition.

Yet to the loggers, the breathtaking aesthetics of such forests could not
compare with the profits garnered by harvesting the timber. These magnificent forests
were cleared, spreading outward from waterways, as fast as these trees could be hauled
away and milled. It was upon this harvesting of the great forests of the Puget Sound that
Shelton-proper was founded. The first harvesting of timber by Euroamericans took place

there in 1853. In 1861 Mike Simmons came to the Big Skookum inlet and built the first

water mill in the area (Morgan 190).
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XIII. Land Description

The forest that the Dietzman and Droscher families now own wears the legacy of
the last century and a half of logging history heavily. Clearcutting, erosion, and plantation
forestry practices have all taken their toll. Yet the forest still recovers, grows, and
regenerates with wild determination. We now own three different land parcels. Each plot
tells the story of a different logging legacy and represents a different successional stage in
forest recovery from disturbance. Please see the aerial photo map (Appendix B) for
clarification on geography and the relative locations of the plots.

Directly across the road from the Shelton farmhouse, Leora Dietzman owns eight
acres of land that was "selectively" logged in 1982 (she purchased the land post-harvest)
and replanted the following year with Douglas-fir seedlings. Because we frequently walk
through this forest area to reach the beaver pond and other forest trails, I call this forest
stand "Beaver Pond." Daniel remembers how, "before it was logged, the walk to the pond
was a mysterious journey on a winding, mossy trail through the dark heavy wood. Rarely
ventured alone. Since it has been logged, it is a only a short walk down a gravel road. The
pond is the same, but the journey has lost its mystery" (Dietzman, Daniel). Some of the
large second growth trees that Daniel recalls were left on the south and western shores of
the beaver pond as riparian zone protection during the 1982 logging. The beavers do a
pretty efficient job at capturing and containing water inside their dams. One stream drains
the pond overflow from the southwest corner out to the Sound. This site is on Sinclair
shotty loam soil with a 5 to 15% slope and has a site class of 3 to 4 (Appendix D).

Up the hill to the southwest, Tom and Toni Droscher own 10 acres of land that
was clearcut in 1992 and replanted the next year with Douglas-fir seedlings. They
purchased the land in 1997 from Lawrence Barnes, who had bought the land after the
cutting. This acreage will be referred to as "Clearcut 92." Much of this site is steeply
sloped. Starting from the hill's base and moving up and westward, the soils of the site are

Sinclair shotty loam with a slope of 15-30%, Alderwood gravelly sandy loam with a
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slope of 5 to 15%, and Everett gravelly loamy sand with a slope of 5 to 15%, having a
site class of 4 to S (Appendix D).

Adjoining "Clearcut 92" my father and I jointly own a 6.2 acre stand that has an
approximate canopy age of 35 years. This land was purchased from Lawrence Barnes in
1998. We call it simply the "6 acres." An old logging road follows the southern edge of
the property line. The site is mostly flat and is on soil types of Alderwood gravelly
sandy loam with a slope of 5 to 15%, and Everett gravelly loamy sand with a slope of 5
to 15%, having a site class of 4 to 5 (Appendix D).

While I feel it is necessary to first understand the forest processes that are taking
place on our own land, a view confined to personal property lines is fundamentally
limited. Healthy forest fragments don't translate into a healthy forest ecosystem. Ridges,
drainage basins, and stream flow patterns create the definition of a naturally defined
system, a watershed, much more effectively than do conventionai property boundaries
(Gordon 84).

Aerial photos, ground mapping, and familiarity with the land have aided in
outlining the borders of the local watershed. The profound features of the landscape are of
course the Puget Sound, the rise in elevation from the Sound to the top of the ridge where
Tom and Toni's house is now located, the beaver pond at the bottom of this slope, and
the streams that drain out of the land's contour into the Sound. This 100 acre is but a
mini section of a broader watershed, but looking at this sub-basin in which our land is
located is the most feasible option for the reach of this project. See Appendix E for a
visual description of the watershed.

Land management practices on a single property will have consequences for all
other areas of the mini-watershed. Therefore, identifying other landowners in this area and
learning about their land management objectives has also been part of this project.

Included in this area is land owed by Lawrence Bamnes. A 4 acre section that

shares property lines with both the “6 acres” and “Clearcut 92” hosts a fine stand of old
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XIX. 4 Acre Old Reserve
Sampling and Results:

Stage in succession: Transition/steady-state/shifting gap phase

Time since last cutting: No logging has taken place on this site.

Trees ranked by relative dominance as determined by basal areas:

Western red cedar, Douglas-fir, bigleaf maple, western hemlock, grand fir

Dominant woody understory plants: Sword fern, devil's club

Dead wood (snag and log) estimates: There was quite a bit of big wood on the
ground though most of it was visibly disguised by big mounds of moss or over hanging
foliage. More often than seeing logs on the ground, I would step down through the dense
sword ferns and feel soft wood crumble under foot. There were a couple of extensively
decayed snags that had been reduced in height over time to the equivalent of tall stumps.

Species diversity: In the dense shade of most of this area high understory
diversity is discouraged by the closed canopy. Yet more species are present than in the 6
acres. I recorded western red cedar, Douglas-fir, bigleaf maple, western hemlock, grand fir,
sword fern, devil's club, elderberry, bracken fern, salmonberry, lady fern, fungi, Oregon
grape, wild raspberry, and mosses.

Response to disturbance: There is very little evidence of disturbance except for
bark on some trees that still shows char marks from the 1910 fire. This stand seems to be
the community most stable over the long-term.

Observations: The 4 acres offers such easy pedestrian passage through its sword
fern understory, especially when compared to the dense blackberry and high brush ground
covers of the other plots. At the end of October a thick layer of bigleaf maple leaves
covered the ground. A core sample, showing 220 rings was taken from one of the large

Douglas-fir. This sample did not capture the full radius of the tree, and I would guess

that a complete sample would show another 150 rings. Just outside of the inventoried

plots, grow some large hemlocks. They are the only mature examples I've seen of this
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XX. Forest Sustainability

Out of the Puget Sound’s unique climate of moderate temperatures and heavy
rainfall, the temperate conifer forests have evolved. For thousands of years native peoples
have lived in the edges of forest and sea. For a century and a half, the forest has been
ruthlessly logged for the value of the timber, and replaced by residential development,
agriculture, and tree farms. At the turn of this new millennium, the extended Shelton
community has the opportunity to direct the future management of our forested lands. It
is an exciting time of people expressing appreciation for the natural beauty and respite
offered by the woods. Simultaneously, neighborhood logging operations such as the one
just completed on the eastern shores of the Beaver Pond, and the slated operations of
Simpson for 2001 continue the legacy of non-sustainable resource extraction.

It is easy to become discouraged and depressed in the face of large timber
companies, profit oriented citizens, and acres of stumps. But these events and factors
can also act as our catalyst for action, our summons for responsible management. What
better motivation could there be for good land stewardship then witnessing the
destruction of a once familiar and cherished forest?

I have made site specific observations and some recommendations for land
management on the Beaver Pond, 6 acres, Clearcut 92, and the 4 acre old reserve. These
are simply suggestions, and represent my first endeavors in applying concepts of forest
health into practical applications for management. Continuing this learning process of
research, field observations, and consultations with knowledgeable people will be
imperative to our success in responsible management.

More important than specific management recipes in determining future forestry

practices, however, are our land use objectives. I hope that in all future decision and

actions we;

« Create or maintain forest recreation and educational opportunities.

» Prioritize wildlife habitat.
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stump removal (Harris 11-18). In this way farmers eked out pockets of pastures and fields
within the broad expanse of forest.
An old farm journal kept by Al Jones' father at Hungry Hollow during the years of
1932 to 1942 provides details about truck farming, a very common version of small, diverse
agriculture in the mid decades of Washington's history. Not only is the journal a great
resource for fitting together the puzzle pieces that tell the story of my own family, but it also
serves as a source of local growing information. The itemized lists of seed types, planting
dates, harvest and sale records, expenditures, and fertilizer recipes create a very detailed
picture of small-scale agriculture in the Pickering Passage neighborhood. Though far from
complete in detail, the following is a calendar of general activity at Hungry Hollow Farm:
January- Sell grape plants, rabbit, eggs, spuds, parsnips, veal, chicken.
February- Sell eggs, milk.
March- Start plowing the fields. Sow field oats, clover. Begin spring vegetable
planting. Sell eggs, milk.
April- Plow. Plant. Apply manure fertilizer to crop fields. Sell eggs.
May- Plow. Plant. Begin harvesting strawberries, raspberries. Sell eggs.
June- Start of loganberry harvest. Plant. Sell eggs, milk. Cut hay.
July- Harvest loganberries. Sell veal, milk, eggs. Cut hay.
August- Harvest and sell vegetables, pears, apples, eggs.
September- Harvest and peddle vegetables in McCleary, Bremerton, Olymopia,
Hilcrest, Shelton. Sell rabbits, eggs. Sow over-wintered oats.
October- Harvest and peddle vegetables in McCleary, Bremerton, Olympia,
Hilcrest, Shelton. Harvest grapes and the last corn. Sell eggs
November- Harvest and peddle vegetables in McCleary, Bremerton, Olympia,

Hilcrest, Shelton. Harvest the last tomatoes. Sell chicken, rabbit, eggs.

December- Last peddling trip early in the month.
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In formulating our garden design we had several considerations. One was the
selection of the general location of the garden in the yard. Sun exposure, ground slope,
and proximity to the house neatly collaborated in highlighting an ideal space just north of
the house. A second major criteria of our design was to escape the conformity and
inefficient space use of straight lines and boxes. By moving away from rectangular beds
the proportion of path to garden bed space is reduced. Non linear designs also help make
travel routes and work patterns more efficient. For example in a key-hole shaped path one
can sit or kneel and work the semi-circle of earth that surrounds them, rather than
constantly moving along a row (Woodrow 10). Energy flow was also important in our
design. We looked for a way to capture, hold, spread, and focus energy in the garden both
to enhance the growing environment of the plants and to heighten the enjoyment of
human visitors to this space.

One of the major tenets of permaculture is to look for examples of efficiency and
function in the patterns of nature. These patterns, as Bill Mollison explains in

Permaculture: A Designer's Model, "are all about us: waves, sand dunes, volcanic

landscapes, trees, blocks of buildings, even animal behavior.” Generated by growth and
flow, these patterns are "imperfectly round, never flat or square, linear only for
infinitesimal distances, and stubbornly abnormal" (Mollison 71). They also exemplify
efficiency in the capture and containment of resources (light, water, minerals). For our
garden model we used the leaf and petal structure of a flowering plant. The main path
arches around in replica of a main stem; leaf shaped keyholes branch away from the main
path to access the middle of wider beds; the center and focus of the garden is in the shape
of a mandala-like blossom. The beds splay out in a way that effectively captures light and

water and minimizes path space in comparison to bed space.
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something more that can be done in a garden; a full-fledged production farm could be the
nightmare of the never ending list.

One way of keeping farming efficient and manageable would be to recruit the
reliable help and support of others into the process. Through the cooperation of multiple
families living at Shelton, neighborhood exchange networks, and apprentice-type
programs this could be done. Such collaboration would be especially helpful in the daily
chores of animal husbandry. A focus on low maintenance crops such as perennial herbs,
orchard fruits, and berries would be another way to keep food production manageable and
enjoyable.

* Prioritize wilderness; Contain residential and agricultural sprawl.

Much of the land at Shelton is forested and all members of the Shelton
community appreciate the forest for its recreational and wilderness value. I believe that
most people would agree with Woodrow when she writes, "I also like to visit, and keep
for my children to visit, the kinds of gardens that humans have nothing to do with
creating. To me, it is important to use the minimum amount of land so as to leave as
much as possible for (wild creatures) to find their livelihood in" (Woodrow 2). Priority
should be given to preserving and restoring the forest ecosystem. Thus agricultural
pursuits should be contained and focused around areas already developed as domestic
centers.

Quite a bit of food can be produced from small areas when the land is farmed in
an intensive manner with high levels of crop diversity. Wendell Berry advocates that
sustainable, "good agriculture is virtually synonymous with small-scale agriculture (for)...
smallness tends to be a prerequisite of diversity, and diversity in turn a prerequisite of
thrift and care in the use of the world. In general... small farms tend to be diverse in
economy, which is to say complex in structure... The more complex the system of
structure, the more sound and durable it is likely to be" (Berry xi). This tenet of

smallness and diversity resounds with the principles of permaculture. It is also the only
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suitable model for farming at Shelton where the total size of the land area under
consideration is 28 acres.
* Incorporate non-cultivated foods into diet.

Using non-cultivated sources of food would help reduce pressures to farm land rather than
dedicate it to forest. Historically the marine environment has provided a great bounty of high protein
food to residents. Fish populations, especially those of the anadromous species (salmon, sea run cut-
throat, steelhead) have declined substantially in recent decades due to the loss and degradation of
habitat and over harvesting. Until stronger protective measures are in place and populations stabilize
and rebound, fish should not be considered as a major source of food. On the other hand, shellfish
populations are thriving on our beach. Oysters and clams are abundant with little effort on our part
beyond the occasional re-seeding of the beds. An all-you-can-eat protein source is a rarity and
should not be ignored.

The forests also produce edible food including berries, ferns, mushrooms, greens, herbs, and
roots. Wildcrafting such food can provide savory dietary staples and rare culinary treats. As in the
case of the invasive Himalayan blackberry, there is no limit to the amount of fruit available for
harvest, except the human capability to pick and process the berries. Every year we pick gallons of
blackberries for eating fresh, making pies, freezing, and canning as sauce and jam. Wild
strawberries, red and evergreen huckleberries, salmonberries and thimbleberries are also abundant
for domestic harvest. On Tom and Toni's cut-over acreage the evergreen huckleberries are now one
of the dominant undergrowth species. Once again, in a good season there are more berries that we
could ever pick. Also, in the last couple of years I have begun foraging chanterelle mushrooms
during the months of November and December and fiddle heads (young bracken ferns) in early
spring.

The forest, in all stages of succession, produces good food with no investment or inputs of

human energy. Gathering and eating these native crops requires very little labor. Recognizing the

value (economic and nutritional) of foraged food is one more incentive to keep forests intact and

protect them from development. In such wildcrafting an ethic of sustainable harvesting is vital.
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management is good. The deeper soils are suited best to fruits, nuts, and grapes. The
uncleared and remote areas are better suited to forestry than to cultivated crops.
Alderwood soils need barnyard manure, green manure, nitrogen, or legumes' to
maintain a fertility for crop production... Nitrogen fertilizer is often applied with
barnyard manure or when cover crops are plowed under. The fertilizer furnishes
additional nitrogen need to hasten decay of the organic matter.
This soil is in capability subclass VIs and in site classes 4 and 5 for Douglas-fir.

Small areas along the border, where the soil is more than 32 inches deep to compact till,
are in site classes 3 and 4 for Douglas-fir (16-17).

(Ee) Everett gravelly loamy sand, 5 to 15% slopes

This soil occupies the smoother terraces or outwash plains in close association
with other Everett soils... Profile characteristics vary greatly from place to place,
especially on the steeper slops.
Use and suitability

All of this soil is in trees and brush, and its best use is forestry. It is in site class 5
for Douglas-fir and in capability subclass VIs (24-25).

Sinclair Series

The Sinclair series consists of moderately well drained, brown, shotty soils on
uplands. They have developed from very compact Vashon gravelly glacial till in rainfall
that ranges from 45 to 55 inches a year-the lowest in Mason County. The vegetation is a
forest, mainly excellent Douglas-fir mixed with cedar, maple, and alder. The understory is
a luxuriant growth of sword fern, Oregon-grape, vine maple, salal, and huckleberry.
Compared to the vegetation on drier adjacent soils, there is very little madrone and
manzanita, but there is considerable cedar.

Surface drainage is moderately well established. Internal drainage is medium,
except that it is restricted by the cemented substratum.

Sinclair soils are near Puget Sound on the eastern edge of the county and on the
islands of Case Inlet. They are commonly on lower slopes adjacent to the Harstine and
Alderwood soils. They are grayer, more finely textured, and more shotty than either the
Alderwood or the Harstine soils. In addition, the underlying till, in most places, is more
cemented.

(So) Sinclair shotty loam, 5 to 15 % slopes o ‘
This gently rolling and rolling soil is the dominant soil of the S}nclalr series. A thin
very dark brown, acid organic mat is on the surface. The upper 3 to 4 inches of mlneral
soil is medium acid, granular and friable, grayish-brown §hotty loam (Very dgrk grayish-
brown when moist). This is underlain by medium acid, friable and granular, light
brownish-gray shotty loam that continues to depths of 10.t0 12 inches. The shot are
grayish and very pronounced. This shotty loam is underl?un l?y very pale brown gravelly
loam subsoil that reaches to depths of 20 to 24 inches It is faintly stained and mottled
with yellowish brown and light gray and is massive or has a weak, §ub§ngular_blocky
structure. The gravelly loam is hard when dry but frlal.ble when moist; 1F coqtaxps much
less shot than the horizons above. Between the subsoil and the underlying t.111 is a more
sandy layer, 3 to 6 inches thick, that is firm and moderately mottled, contains very few
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