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If we are to celebrate both the cultural and the architectural qualities of the furo,
the object itself will be principal in permitting the fullest understanding of the practice.
While those that are available for interpretation do not show all the layering effects of
“cultural weathering” in response to the social, economic and technological forces.™™!
Kingston Heath, in his work on Three Decker Houses in New Bedford, Massachusetts,
draws out the elemental features of what interpretation of vernacular architecture can
mean to a visitor, and the importance and challenge therein:

Recognizing these patterns of change. ..requires insights into the internalized cultural
language of the original and subsequent users...[s]uch investigations, however, not
only require immersion in the cultural milieu out of which the buildings came, but
also demand. ..viewing building forms and spaces as integral conditions of the site
and its people.**

Interpretation, therefore, will be acknowledging the complex spectrum of
dynamics, and viewing the evolution of the furo with as much relevant cultural
information as can be assembled. Much of it, in the way of first-hand accounts of the
builders, the Issei, is lost. But with some physical evidence, which may increase with
time, a portrayal of the furo can be offered in an accurate fashion.

In interpreting the furos of Hood River, each will have a story unto itself. Each
will have a history that is unique, in its design and in its particular relevance to the family

and place in which it is set. However generally, the story of the furos of Hood River

yields a collective tale of Japanese settlement, farming, early 20" century life both in

1 Heath, 185.

%2 Heath, 185.
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Hood River and as a minority in a predominantly white community. These stories will be

tied to the turo, though it will be ¢bntextualizing the furo from a broader perspective.

NEXT STEPS

As J.B. Jackson describes, the landscape and culture of the Japanese-Americans
was not unlike that of every culture and community looking to find their place, “the
image of our common humanity: hard work, stubborn hope, and mutual forbearance
striving to be love.”* The furo is a bitter epitaph to the Issei parents and Nisei children
who toiled to make a life beyond s_urvival. To establish a firm foundation for the future
of the furo, this thesis is proposing the formation of a collective community of local and
regional Japanese-American leaders who are strongly interested in their ancestral history,
those owners of the furo willing and able to participate in the process, humanities and
museum professionals who are willing to consult with the project, and area business and
civic leaders interested in seeing ethnic history preserved as a learning tool for future
generations both within and without the minority culture.

The goal for this group, tied together by this thesis author, is to resolve the
appropriate courses of action for the story and tangible history of the furo, starting with
that of Hood River Country, but hopefully expanding to include the story of the furo
throughout Issei and Nisei history, to honor the cross-cultural development of this unique
translation, and instill pride in the important and restorative place the recreation of this

traditional practice had in the lives of these shapers of the western landscape.

3 Jackson, 1984, 8.
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On a performance level, the goals are both preservative and restorative. It is
imperative that the recordation and documentation of these few surviving furo get
coordinated with the voices, stories, people and context before it is completely washed
out by the onward march of development in the County, not to mention in other locations
where the furo may still live. It is hoped that the result of a preservation and
interpretation program through the creation of a living history exhibition would both
educate and entertain, bringing both family members who remember the furo as well as
those who never knew it, face to face with the physical and multicultural past among us,
though nearly invisible.

While the next steps should necessarily be a result of the integration of the
collective, a plan of work and timeline will be proposed so to suggest a course of action
from which a discussion can emerge. With the most integrated knowledge on the subject,
it is easy to assemble a hypothetical restoration and interpretation guideline from which

others can comment and build on to finalize a cooperative action.
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TIMELINE

Starting in September 2005, the Hood River Furo Restoration Cooperative will

begin. The invited membership will include the furo owners of Hood River County,
Maija Yasui, Homer Yasui, Hood ?-River Museum Director Connie Nice, Oregon Nikkei
Legacy Center director June Arima Schumann, Japanese-American history leader George
Katagiri, museum consultant Alice Parman, thesis author Chris Bell and the members of
his committee, Howard Davis, Kingston Heath and Stephen Kohl, as well as suggested
additional members by the committee. Chris Bell will serve as the “project director,”
organizing a simple website and listserv for ease of communication and information,
posting his thesis and the project goals on the website. Then he will engage the members

of the committee with his proposed course of action.

SEPT - DEC 2005 COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION AND PREPARATION
= CONNECT WITH OWNERS OF THE FURO FOR OPENNESS TO IDEA
= CONTACT INVITED MEMBERS FOR PARTICIPATION/INVOLVEMENT
=  SET UP LISTSERV
®  POST PROJECT AND THESIS ON WEBSITE
= INITIATE OUTREACH TO OTHER JAPANESE-AMERICAN COMMUNITIES AND
CENTERS OF JA HISTORY
= [NITIATE DISCUSSION FOR FUTURE ACTION WITH MEMBERS
®  SET UP APPROPRIATE AVENUES FOR RESTORATION, AND ACTION
®  BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THE “SENTO" HISTORY IN PORTLAND
®  INITIATE TEXT AND STORY FOR TOUR CATALOG
®  DETERMINE LOCATION(S) FOR EXHIBIT AND A PERMANENT HOME
®  QUTLINE COSTS FOR EXHIBIT AND POTENTIAL SOURCES FOR FUNDING

JAN. - JUNE 2006 COOPERATIVE ACTION TOWARD FURO RESTORATION

=  GRANT-WRITING AS NECESSARY FOR FURO RESTORATION/MOVE

= START OF PLANNING FOR EXHIBIT, INTERPRETATION, EDUCATION

=  UTILIZE COMMUNITY TO DEVELOP EXCITEMENT AND INTEREST IN
RESTORATION AND OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY EDUCATION IN
CONJUNCITON WITH LOCAL/ETHNIC HISTORY AT SCHOOL PROGRAMS

= DEVELOP POTENTIAL CONNECTIVE STORY WITH SENTO IN PORTLAND

= CONTINUE WORK ON TEXT AND STORY FOR TOUR CATALOG

= COORDINATE WITH HOST MUSEUM(S) TOUR TIMING AND SPACE
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JUNE - AUGUST 2006 FURO RESTORATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

SELECTION OF ARTIFACTS AND FURO FOR MOVEMENT

RESTORATION (AS NEEDED) AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FURO
COLLECTIVE PIECING OF INTERPRETATION OF FURO FOR EXHIBITION
EXHIBITION SCRIPT WRITING AND PREPARATION FOR DISPLAY
DETERMINE POSSIBLE TOURS/INFORMATION OF SENTO REMAINS IN
PORTLAND

TOUR CATALOG NEAR COMPLETION, SOLICIT COMMENTS AND EDITS
FINALIZE PLANS AND BUDGET FOR EXHIBIT COSTS, TRAVEL TIME, ETC.

AUG.- DEC 2006 PREPARATION OF EXHIBIT AND HISTORY

SETTING UP OF EXHIBIT

PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT OTHER FURO, CULLED FROM ELSEWHERE
INFORMATION ABOUT “SENTO” IN CITY BROUGHT TOGETHER FOR
ANALOGOUS DISCUSSION

PRINT EXHIBIT CATALOG FOR HISTORIANS AND TOURISTS ALIKE
PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL LECTURES AND TOURS, AS REQUESTED.

As vernacular is the architecture of ordinary people, it commonly manifests their

sense of collective identity. In a nation of immigrants like the United States, identity is

shown by a strong allegiance to a particular group. However distinctiveness, particularly

when considered “foreign” to the dominant culture, created strong acculturative

pressures. Despite the significant changes these communities made to integrate, often a

cultural group would retain some of their ancestral traditions. In the case of the Nikkei,

few of these traditions are tangible today. Architecturally, they have nearly all passed

from the landscape through the successive generations, not unlike the language. Yeta

few furo, one of the few built traditions and one that was universally sacrosanct, still

remain. Assimilation, and technological changes, permitted the furo to assimilate

aesthetically and functionally, within the American bathroom type, a very American

concept completely at odds with the Japanese belief of keeping the toilet and the bath

apart.
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The abandonment of the traditional furo and a roughly concurrent replacement of
the Japanese language are conspicuous indicators of a breakdown of the separate identity
of the Japanese culture in Hood River County, Oregon. But as Edward Chappell made
clear in his evaluation of the Rhenish Houses of the Massnutten Settlement in the
Shenandoah Valley in the 18" and 19" century, this alone was not a signaling of the
demise of all ethnic distinctions, rather, simply the most visible distinctions, which are
frequently the first to fall to the pressure of the dominant society.”™

As this thesis has hopefully revealed, the ease with which a culture can assimilate
over time has been a mark of success for a unified culture, yet it also marks a process of
forgetting. The main challenge before us as preservationists of ethnic history, is to begin
the critical process of remembering, recording, and documenting our distinct cultural past
before the wash of time and dominant culture leave us with no trace of our once distinctly

different pasts.

¥ Edward Chappell, “Acculturation in the Shenandoah Valley: Rhenish Houses of the Massanuttten
Settlement, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, (February, 1980): 42.
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APPENDIX: OBSERVATIONS ON COLLECTING INFORMATION

Many of the exemplary works in the oral history literature include some initial
section that formally outlines the process the interviewer conducted to help others see the
successes and occasional pitfalls the author encountered. While not an exact replication
of that idea, some observations included here will hopefully point out some of my
successes, and failures, in much the same fashion.

Over the course of my study, I often had the occasion to visit with Nisei in the
airport, at weddings, and other places more or less by chance.® When I described to
them my focus, it would strum up a stream of memories, preceded by the usual first
inquisitive, then positive reaction to my purpose of study. A few of these stories are cited
as anecdotal evidence and included in this work, however many have acted simply as
backing to this patchwork quilt of the story of the furo. For future inquiries of this
nature, however, this experience indicated to me that the open-minded approach can have

a huge multiplier on your research.

*3 Such as it is, an elderly Japanese person in the United States, at this nascent period of Japanese presence
in the United States, one can almost assume they might be a Nisei. One major occasion occurred at a best
friend’s wedding, with his in-laws who were peach farmers in California (3 Nisei daughters provided a
night full of furo talk). Another time a well-respected Nisei in Ontario, Oregon who would lead me to
White River Valley, and his family homeplace where his sister, Mae, would show me Kent and Auburn,
Washington, both similarly small agriculturally communities with a Japanese/Caucasian mix not unlike
those in Hood River County.
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With those Nisei that I interviewed intentionally, I used and would advocate a
flexible interview technique.386 The questions usually would lead us down unexpected
avenues, some useful, some less so, but [ always gave ample leash. [ was sure, however,
to cover their family background and up bringing, and working chronologically helped us

both keep our heads about us. ¥

Over the course of 45 minutes, roughly half was
devoted to their family or personal history, and the other half was to their memory and
experiences with the furo. I had prepared a long list of questions, and through the process
of editing them over and over for the Office of Human Subject Compliance, [ became
intimate with these questions. The best interviews were ones where I never had to look at
my question sheet, and each topical discussion almost seamlessly led to the next.

Even with a tight, topical aind logical series of questions, I frequently needed to
return to the interviewee for follow-up questions. Sometimes it was a matter of not
getting to a question, or clarification upon review of the recordings about a particular

tradition. In an earlier example when I learned about the frequent use of homemade geta

[wooden sandals to the bath], I had to return to those whom I had interviewed to see if

6 There are a few great works I consulted on oral interviews, which have more technical way of
describing this approach which I chose to leave out for sake of simplicity and ease of reading. For would-
be pursuers of Japanese- American history, there are some guides directly aimed toward those interviewing
Japanese-Americans. | have included a complete list of my references in the bibliography.

7 Kazuo Ito’s work on the Issei is remarkable in how every person he inquired provided a very consistent,
regular introduction, for example: “the first son of Yazo Hamanishi, a fisherman at Mio, Mihama-cho,
Hidaka-gun, Wakayama Prefecture, I was born in September, 1880,” pg. 29. This gives great context for
the following oral history. Given the great diversity we have in class and geography, even with a city, let
alone a state or nation, knowing where Ito’s interviewees came from and their personal upbringing makes a
huge difference in evaluating their comments.
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this practice occurred in their family. With each interview my conduct and level of
inquiry improw::d.338

Unlike the experience of many ethnographers who may be studying sensitive
subjects or whose informants have a difficult time understanding the academic goals of
the researcher, [ encountered no real obstacles eliciting information. As I mentioned
before, a number of people confessed later in the interviews that their first reaction to the
subject was to think, “why is this hakujin [Caucasian] studying something as everyday as
the furo?” Every subject was at a minimum surprised by my interest, but upon
understanding the nature of my inquiries, became generous with their time and memories.
Indeed, often the problem was terminating the interviews rather than starting them. The
highest reward was at the interviews conclusion when many would voice, with an
epiphanic mood, their feeling of the importance of preserving the furo and its place in the
history and legacy of the Issei.

One of the built-in controls with interviewing Nisei about the furo is there was no
need to be concerned about those who did not bathe in a furo. Every Nisei I interviewed
experienced the furo growing up. To insure some diversity within the group, |

interviewed both men and women, widely ranged in age and birth order, from different

parts of Hood River Valley. Still, it is amazing to see how intrinsic this cultural tradition

38 A side comment for future oral interviewers. Many of you may be of the school of tape thought, the
conventional and most consistent form of audio recording. My first set of recordings were done in this
tashion. However, when I reviewed them, the quality was consistently weak. Ultimately, T had to redo
many of these, a time-consuming yet ultimately worthwhile event. This time, I purchased an Olympus V-
240 PC, for $67 at Best Buy. This permitted me to record with incredible sound quality, download the files
(.WAV) on my computer, and then review them with great ease, inserting flags along the recording for
various comments worth noting. As with time, technology continues to change and this could be archaic
technology to someone reading this in just a few years from now. However, as long as you keep the
medium in a form that can be played back, you are staying with the curve, regardless of how you record it.
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was to the Japanese-American community. Yet this assumptive nature can imply how
ingrained a tradition can be.

Noted historian and vernacular architecture scholar Thomas Hubka use the
“scarcity of discussion” surrounding the early planning decisions 19" century Maine
farmer Tobias Walker made to unify his barn buildings, “[the motives] are infrequently
written or talked about and are often assumed in a consensus fashion by people who share
a set of similar cultural values.”*® Whether recognized or not, the furo was a cultural
necessity. It was a way of life, and with respect to inclusion on the farm, a given.

I will close my observations and prologue by repeating the purpose in this study:
this is not a study of the complete range of Japanese bathing behavior and traditions in
the United States.””” This is just the tip of the iceberg of research on the subject. Itis a
study of some of the experiences, and particularly the tangible remains of the few left in
Hood River County, of the family furo. The aim is to make valid and substantiated
characterizations of the furo, its place, and purpose, physically, and spiritually. This
study recognizes in greater detail a deeply ingrained tradition that offered a momentary
release from the challenges confronting the Nikkei. And with patterned behavior, it can
assist with understanding and tracking this practice throughout the United States where
Issei settled, and set in motion a permanent record of this custom before the last of the

remaining furo, and those who knew them first-hand, have vanished.

% Thomas Hubka, Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn: The Connected Farm Buildings of New
England, Hanover, N.H.: University of New England Press, 1984, 174.

3% In particular the Sento, a public, more urban bathhouse frequently found in bigger Nikkei communities
like Seattle or San Francisco, or even in small and provincial ones, such as The Dalles, in north central
Oregon. lts history, however, deserves an inquiry of its own.
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