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Many North Americans mistakenly assume that the Latin American
political process is characterized exclusively by military dictatorships
and widescale corruption, They also assume that the role of women in
this process is even more limited than within U.S. society because of
tradivional male dominance reflected in the legendary Latin American
mechismo., Yet, when Latin America is defined to include all of Mexico,
Central and South America and the Caribbean, even the most ardent devotee
of oversimplification must recognize the diversity of the political
experience in this wide area and the variety of ways that Latin American
womén have found to participate in and shape the political life of their
gociesies, This bibliography briefly outlines female political activity
in the different countries and regions of Latin America,

There is a wealth of material in U.S. libraries on this topic not
isted here and both occasional and lifelong wresearchers could benefit
rom knowing more about how to locate these materials on their own,
Whether one is working in an academic or public library or with a card
or online catalog, there are basic principles which, when followed, can
increase one's success rate in retrieving the desired information.

1
o
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I. Become familiar with the subject terminclogy and structure:

a., Retrieving nothing with a subject search doesn't necessarily
mean that the library has no materials on that subject; the
problem lies more often with the choice of terms or the way
in which two or more terms were combined.

b. Most U.S. academic libraries use subject terms derived by the
Library of Congress;

1. Learn where lists of these headings are kept.
2, Have library staff show you how to use them

¢c. Be sure to use the term exactly as defined. If the approved
term is Women in Politics--Latin America looking under
Latin Americen Women in Politics will not be effective,

d. If a preliminary search reveals nothing, try again inder a
more generalized or truncated term.
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. Learn to be an efficient browser,

Most bibliographic records in catalogs contain information
which the researcher can learn to tap. Upon finding one
book with a broad search that seems pertinent, look at the
record for the subject terms that were used to describe it
and try fto locate more materials using the more specific
subject terms.

FPamiliarity with the clagsification scheme can also help,
Learn what call numbers are typically used for materials
of interest and browse by call number., For instance,
browsing the stacks under the Library of Congress call
nunber HQ1L60.5 could reveal a number of pertinent books
on the subject of Latin American women and politics.

ITI. Identify different search elements besides subject terms:

=9

Series of books will frequently treat a narrow subject.

For instance, Coleccidn Mujeres en su tiempo and

Biblioteca de la mujer are two series which deal with
womerl's issues in ILatin America.

Authors (both people and corporate entities) also frequently
specialize in one subject. A gquick glance through this
bibliography will reveal multiple listings under Julieta
¥irkwood or the Federacion de Mujeres Cubanas.

IV, Utilize periodical literature:

=29

Currently, the majority of U.S. library catalogs do not
contain information about individual magazine articles,
learn what print and online indexes are available and ask
for help in learning how to use them effectively.
1. In latin American studies, for example, indexes such
as America: History and ILife and HAPI: Hispanic
American Periodicals Index provide access to articles
written about Latin America,
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