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FIELD SIT D1KS of lightning
by General Electric use the
Empire State Building as a
laboratory: Knoivleilge gained
from //i*>.s<' and from . . .

LABORAK )H Y BOLTS— the
most powerful ever produced
—aid G-Eengineers in develop-
ing better and linrer-cost pro-
tective equipment.

G-E LIGHTNING LABOR \-
TORY—icorld's largest—is
neir center for continuing
lightning research.

'Tamed' lightning helps to write its brother's story . . .

LIGHTNING—when you consider it in terms of
i microseconds—is not nearly so impetuous as

summer storms might indicate. Before loosing its
charge, for instance, it sends down advance "stream-
ers" to plot out the easiest path and makes sure that
the earth sends up other streamers to meet it. In its
downward course it may hesitate forty times and more
before deciding on its next step. . .

Some strokes are extremely slow, building up and
releasing their charges in a tenth of a second rather
than the usual millionth. They produce no thunder. . .

More than 95% of our lightning comes from nega-
tively charged clouds. . .

Facts like these are part of the working knowledge
of the engineers in General Electric's High Voltage
Engineering Laboratory in Pittsfield, Mass. It's their

job to develop lower-cost equipment that will better
withstand lightning and that will better protect elec-
tric service against it.

To aid these specialists, General Electric recently
equipped them with a new laboratory, the world's
largest lightning center. One of the main tools: the
most powerful man-made lightning ever produced,
rivalling the force of natural bolts, adding further to
our knowledge of this "weapon of the gods."

By emphasizing research and creative thinking, by
encouraging fertile minds to follow their own imagi-
native bent, and by implementing their work with the
best available facilities, General Electric remains "a
place where interesting things are happening," and
stays in the forefront of scientific and engineering
development.
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How Row 5, Seat 21, Scored a
Naturally, names used in this story are fictitiouj.

end. Henry was up on his feet again,
yelling. The man next to him nudged him.

"You can't score a touchdown from up
here, Mister."

"Don't be so sure about that," Henry
said. "Don't be so sure, my friend."

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
51 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.

HENRY ROGERS uncrumpled his hat
and sat down again in Seat 21,

Row 5. His wife put her hand on his arm,
as if to keep him from leaping up again
like a jack-in-the-box.

"Goodness, Henry," she said, "he can't
hear you. You'll ruin your throat. You'd
think that was our son down there."

Henry didn't answer. He had always
felt like a second father to the boy. He
felt partly responsible—in a humble way
—for the fact that young Joe JJailey was
in today's game.

Of course, it was really his job. Henry
made his living as a New York Life agent.

Young Bailey's father had been what
Henry Rogers called a tough prospect—
one who knew he should have more life
insurance, one who could afford it—but
one who always said, "See me next
month, Henry."

Yet it was the policy he finally took
out which actually made it possible for
young Joe Bailey to be in college.

Henry Rogers focused his eyes on the
field again, saw Joe Bailey sweep around

FEW OCCUPATIONS offer a man so much in
the way of personal reward as life under-
writing. Many New York Life agents are
building very substantial futures for them-
selves by helping others plan ahead for
theirs. If you would like to know more
about a life insurance career, talk it over
with the New York Life manager in your
community—or write to the Home Office
at the address above.



OLD OREGON

This month's cover picture is given to foot-
ball, symbol of autumn in American colleges.
On the cover is Varsity Fullback Bob Sanders
against a background picture of the 1948 Ore-
gon-USC game in Portland.

Dr. Miriam Van Waters '08 brought on the
courtroom scene of a decade in Massachusetts
when she insisted on a public hearing after her
dismissal as superintendent of a women's re-
formatory. Recognized as one of America's fore-
most penalogists, Dr. Van Waters was fighting
for her job, and, even more important, for her
progressive and humane ideas on penal meth-
ods.

Fred Taylor of the Athletic News bureau
cornered Varsity Halfback George Bell and
newcomer Bill Fell and got their ideas on Ore-
gon football, 1949 model. These practice-field
comments from the four-year letterman and the
Webfoot first-termer are on pages 6 and 7 of
this issue. Also in Fell's story in his answer to
the question of why he chose to play football at
Oregon.

A monthly feature introducing Oregon
alumni leaders by the thumb-nail sketch method
begins this month under the heading of "Intro-
ducing."

Highlighting the November OLD OREGON will
be a report and picture story of the University's
building progress. Featured will be Carson hall,
the Erb Memorial union and nearly-completed
Villard addition.

Homecoming plans and information for
alumni will also be presented in the November
issue. The Oregon-Oregon State football game
is almost enough to assure a successful Home-
coming, but student body officers are already
working on added attractions that will make
Homecoming an event no alumnus will want to
miss. See next month's OLD OREGON.
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ERNEST HAYCOX '23 ROY VEHNSTROM '40 JOHN MACGRKCOI '23

COUNTY DIRECTORS
(Term ending December 31,1949)

Baker—JAMES T. DONALD '15, Baker
Benton—WALTER DURGAN '28, Corvallis
Clackamas—PETER LAURS '37, Oregon City
Clatsop—ROBERT S. LOVELL '42, Astoria
Columbia—JAMES MASON DILLARD '24,

St. Helens
Coos—GEORCE HUGGINS '16, Coos Bay

Crook—REMEY COX '22, Prineville
Curry—VERNON F. HANSCAM '38, Harbor
Douglas—GEORCE LUOMA '41, Roseburg
Deschutes—ELBERT H. NIELSEN '36, Bend
Gilliam—ROBERT STRANIX '35, Condon
Grant—ORVAL D. YOKUM '27, Jokn Day

Term ending December 31,1950)

Morrow—EDWIN DICK '40, Heppner
Multnomah—HOLLIS JOHNSTON '21, Portland
Polk—JOHN KITZMILLER '31, Dallas
Sherman—COLLIS P. MOORE '25, Moro
Tillamook—JOHN HATHAWAY '44, Tillamook
Umatilla—GEORGE COREY '38, Pendleton

Union—RAYMOND O. WILLIAMS '14, La Grande
Wallowa—ASA ECCLESON '22, Enterprise
Washington—PAUL PATTERSON '23, HiUsboro
Wasco—Russ HUDSON '43, The Dalles
Wheeler—HOWARD S. ZACHARY '25, Fossil
Yamhill—RAND E. POTTS '44, McMinnville

(Term ending December 31,1951)

Harney—DOUGLAS MULLARKEY '20, Burns
Hood River—DAVID BROWNING '43
Jackson—HARRY SKERRY '43, Ashland
Jefferson—BOYD OVERHULSE '33, Madras
Josephine—JOSEPHINE R. JOHNSON '29, Grants

Pass
Klamath—JOHN HOUSTON '21, Klamath Falls

Lake—RICHARD PROEBSTEL '36, Lakeview
Lane—OTTO VONDERHEIT '34, Eugene
Lincoln—LAWRENCE HULL '23, Newport
Linn—RALPH CRONISE '11, Albany
Malheur—EARL BLACKABY '15, Ontario
Marion—REYNOLDS ALLEN '35, Salem

ALUMNI CLUBS
BOISE—Lloyd Tupling '39, president; Betty Blaine Par-

rish '38, secretary.
HONOLULU—William B. Sievers '32, president; Louis

Torgeson '42, vice-president; Mildred Bailey Mack '28,

KELSO-loNGVIEW—Dan Welch '23, president; Virginia
Harris '47, secretary.

LONG BEACH—James P. Harris '45, president.
LOS ANGELES—Robert Byington '30, president; Gleason

Payne '41, vice-president; Margaret Jackson '23, secre-
tary; Roy Herndon '29, treasurer.

NEW YORK—Owen Callaway '23. beUringer.

DALLAS, TEXAS—James B. Burleson '23, president.
SACRAMENTO—Allan P. Rouse '46, president.
SAN JOSE—DeWitt C. Rucker '44, president.
SAN DIEGO—Alfred Edwards '33, president; Steve Flet-

cher '32, secretary-treasurer.
PORTLAND—Herbert J. Darby '23, president; Roy N.

Vernstrom '40, vice-president; Dorothy B. Rice '31, sec-
retary; Edward J. Kolar '35, treasurer.

SEATTLE—Forest C. Watson '21, president.
SAN FRANCISCO—Walt Hempy '23, preaident; Henry C.

Heerdt '25, vice-president; Frances Carter '27, secretary.
SPOKANE—Robert Crommelin '4S, president.
WASHINGTON. D. C—Donald C. Beeler '27, president.
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