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Letter from the Editor
Kyla Schmitt

Dear Reader,

I am so excited to wrap up this Winter Term by sharing the latest edition of the Oregon Undergraduate
Research Journal (OUR])—Volume 23, Issue 1, Winter 2025.

This issue—as is so often the case in the ‘turbulent’ world of undergraduate publishing—has been a long
time coming. Three of the articles included in the pages that follow were accepted in the summer and fall
of 2024, well before the previous year drew to a close. Is this publication late, or is it a carefully crafted
retrospective: a year in academic research? The world may never know...

This publication, as it happens, marks the first of the six OUR] issues I have published without a co-editor-
in-chief by my side. With the graduation of my dear friend and three-year co-editor, Jay Taylor—who I
credit with doing most of the unglamorous, behind-the-scenes work necessary to truly keep this journal
afloat—I would be hopelessly lost in all that this position entails, had OUR]J not had not been fortunate
enough to create and fund a new position—Outreach Coordinator—entering into this year. For making this
possible, I extend my heartfelt thanks to Rayne Vieger, Kevin Hatfield, the Affiliated Students for
Undergraduate Research and Engagement, UO Libraries, and all of the faculty and organizations that
came together to support OUR]J through this hiring.

Thus, with the help of our talented new Outreach Coordinator, Annika Segesta, as well as the continued
hard work of our editorial board—Ava Secrist, Keegan Tippetts, Ethan Nguyen, and Charlotte Olds—I am
excited to watch OUR]J continue to facilitate research at the UO, not only through publication, but also
through new workshops, resources, events, and partnerships. Notably, this expanded capacity also grants
us a chance to make publication possible not only for UO students, but for student researchers at other
Oregon academic institutions, too.

As such, I would be remiss not to mention that this issue is the first of its kind in a second sort of way: the
article that begins on the following page—“Transitive Inference as an Intrinsic Process”—was originally
authored by a local high school student under the mentorship of a graduate student in the UO’s Brain and
Memory Lab. That author is now attending OSU. While it is not every day that we see a high-schooler
conducting undergraduate-level research, submissions like these inspire me to emphasize that OUR] is
(now too in practice) a journal for everyone, including students who hail from diverse campuses across
the state, who share our core research ethics and valuation of open-access, multidisciplinary research.

Thus, as we now work to open our submissions to our fellow students at OSU, LCC, UCC, and beyond, I
am inspired by and grateful for the unique chance we have here to grow in support of Oregon students in
their academic journeys. This publication serves as a foray into that mission, now at a broader level than
ever before. I hope you enjoy this issue.

Warm regards,

Kyla Schmitt, Editor-in-Chief
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