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Puerto Mallarino ~ A Study of Tife in an Urban Iower Class

Community of latin imerica

{ INTRODUCTION )

latin American social studies, while attempiing to explain or desoribe
socic-goonomic change amd processes for an entive continend, presently suffer
from either overw-gemeralization ox case siudies with little or unknown general
significance, This study concervns latin American wrbenization, with mejor
focus on the life of the urbam poor. It is a desoripiive study of a lower class
barric (neighborhcod) of Cali, Colombia, and is concermed with the latter steges
of a migrant®s adjustwent to the city.

The process of urbanizetion, or adspistion OF the migrant to the ecity,
had been descrxibed by John Turner as essentially a three-~stage process along
a time ‘i.:lxzmm's:i.«mQ_'E The hypotheses derived by Mer in an intensive, ecologi-
cally-oriented study of migrents to the berriedas of Lima, Peru (stated below)
nay be generalisshle to other rapidly growing wmetreopolitan centers in latin
America, even though geogrephical and higtorical éii’ferem@s may wodify the
application of these hypotheses to other sities, Turner’s hypotheses will
be vsed in this paper as Qrgenizing concepks for -&;he interpretation of the
dats collected in my study of Puerto Mallarino, a lower class barrio inm Cali,

Turner’s desigaation of the slages of urbanization ares

1, The initial afage « The migrent {(alveady likely to be a select inddvie
dual with move education and initiative then most of his peers) comes to the city,
He stays with relatives or tuvwnsmen for e short peried of time, for perhaps
*Yohn Tarner ie a British-bora urban plsmmer wio hes made intensive studies of

the Barriadas of Lima since 1959, His hypotheses were presented in lectures
during November, 1965, at the Univewsity of Cregon,
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a few weeks, and with their help, finde a job and a place to live near his work, .

2, Stege 2 ~ This stage lasts from the end of the initial stage for a
period of sbout five to twelve years, The recent migraat lives in the immer
ring of the eity which ecivcles the downtown high-rent business distriet in order
to be near markets and jobn, He renits a cheap room or a shanty in these high
density ereas or later he say buiid his own shack in this neighborhood, In
this stage he may acoumilate a litble money or goods as he becomes more familiay
with urben 1ife, He beginm to fesl & growing insecurity as a renter and wants
to own his own home, .

3. Stege three - The migrant, wow accustomed to city life, has become very
much like an urban~borm resident of the seame socio-ecomomic level, Insecurity
iz a mejor problem, beceause as a reater he is faced with immediste evietion if
be should ilose his job and not be nble {v pay rent, To find a comparable dwel-
ling will now cost him twice as muoh, for rents inorsese steadily, Hie family
may breek apart, he may lose his possessions, and he mey be set out on the street,
He decides to make a home of hiw omn, He mey invede (aﬁuat) on mome land desige
nated by an invasion leader and rut up a rough shaok, hoping eventually to own
the lend he squats ong or he mey tuy an imimproved plot of land near the edge
of the city or on the hilisides axi baild va it, The house grows around him
and becomes more substantial as he vcocumulates a little money, His mawrried
childrven may elsc live in this housc, The whole new settlement (barrisde in
Iima, Peru) mey rise in living standyrd, There is little' geogrephic mobility
after this move, bub there may be soclal wobility inte the middie cless or a
least stable working clasa,

It is significant that Jolm Turner considers the barriads, or bridgehead
settlement, one of the only nabural solutions to the over-crowded oity, If
the barriadas had not developed, the wnd:i:ki&nﬁ dv Lima, he feels, might be



mach worse, The paitern of invasion mettlement that Johwn Turner hes found in
Lima may be & relatively recent development in Latin American urbanization,

for population pressuves from wigration snd natural increase have aifected these
cities most severely only ia the last two decades or so, However, 1little higte
orical reconstruction of previcus pericds of urbanization exiets, making come
paxison diffioult,

Tarneris hypotheses as 3o the scologyr of urbanization offer a new approasch
to the understending of this wrbenizetion process that contrasie with clider,
over-worked concepts uwow outdeted and in need of reﬁamping in light of these
recent findings., The old view of the wurgl-urben migrant i & far cxy from the
"gophigticated" migrant Twemer found living in the dountowm imer xing of a
growing clty. A passage from Pat Holi's Colombia Today and Tomorrow (1964,
Praeger, N.¥., p. 165) is an example ait points

Paople generally move to Call for one or both of two reasona, The
city’s rapid industrial growih has given it a sort of El Dorade
reputation that exeris s magaetic effect on peassnts who are tired
of the meager existence of the countryside....(Fear of the rural
viclence, Holt says, has been the other cause,)...The migrent pop-
ulation typieally awrives in Calil with neither skills nor rescurces.
Frequently bending ftogether with other migrents from the same arveas,
they throw uwp makeshift ghacks of bamboo or packing boxes on the
edge of town. These settlements rarely have electricity, watexr or
a sewerage system, end they are flooded in the vraimy season, They

ave the woret slume in Colombia and the only ones in the countxy
comparable {¢ those in Ric, Lima, or Carasces.

The first misconception is that the migrant to Cali (or any large Latin
Americen city) is a rursl peasant with no skills or resources., Most of the
migeants to Cali do not come directly from farms but from good-sized touns
cr smaller cities, (Migrants to Puerie Mallerino have usually had urban ex-
verience before coming to Cali.) They ave usually young, with porhaps s betier
education than most of their peers, or ai least have encugh zeal and initiative

to change their patteras of living, They come to the city ready and willing to
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work and sctually heve (sceording to Jerry Medler, an Oregon resesrch team
pember who analyzed census material on migrants for the department of Valle)
& lower wnemploymsat rate than Cali=boxan pepie of comparable ages.

Secondly, as Turner found, it is not usually pessents in the mokeshift
ghaocks or invasions at the edge of town, but & group of migrants who have been
in the city several years, ox Cali~born people who cammot afford the insecurity
of renting and therefore invade the land om the outskirte of the eity, Many of
these ae‘ké_lementa in ocutlying aress ave not slums at all but ’s@ﬁﬂs in formation,
It was gesumed that people living in invasions were peasants ﬁam the ecowntwy,
probably because their lives seem somevwhat rurel or primitive, The sctual case
is that recent migrante are n':os# often renters in downtown high-density avsas,
and are not usually direct rural-urbsn migreants but urban-urban migrante.

We see fyom this example the sigsificance of Turner®s findings which ars
based ypon & years of Intensive study of migvants to Lima, These point out
the necessity for renavating ouk conceptions about the latin Americen city
and the urbsnizetion process, and should be of msjor consequence in foxmation
of policy for urban planning, In this study, Puerto Mallarino will be comsi-
dered es a community imn atege ¥ of the urbanization process proposed by John
Turner, with some modifications,

A second major foous for this paper considers the concepts of rural and
urban and what lies between, We want to {ind out what actually is this process

of urbsnizetion, Frauk Bonills in "The Urben Worker,"

says that the cruclal
difference between rTural and urban is thet the city is literate, "It monopo-
1lizes all higher education and provides for the rursl areas a poor and incomplete
version of its own :Ln@ffi&ient primary school programs,” The city supposedly

opens doors for literacy and consumption, Yet, "City life remains for the mass

- Bonilie, ¥renk, "The Urban Worker," in Continuity and Change in Letin America,
od, Johm Johmson, pub, 1964, vp. 190, 193, T =




a 1ife of powerty and accentusied deprivation.” Obviously, the city school doors
are not open to those who cennot affoxd them, In this sense, then, the mass
of poor are not urban,

Kahl im "Some Soeial Concomitents of Industrializetion and Urbanization,”
in Humen Organization, Swmer, 1959, feels thait money, not education is the
dividing line between rural and ufbano Money replaces kinéhip and commmity in
social relationships and soeial positlons,

I believe that both Bonilla’s and Kehl's approaches to urbsnization ave
aseful, These factors together «~ gome edveation and money-make the many aliers
natives of the urhen world aveilable to the possessor, Oscar lewis shows how
the degree of uvrbanization depende on the number of alternatives aveilable to
the individual, If we coneider thet poverty and lack of education greatly limit
thege cholces, the usefulness of the Kahl and Bonilla epproaches cen be seen,

Ozcar Lewis saye in "Nuevas Observaciones Sobre el 'Contimmm?! folk-mmbano
y Urbanizacion con especial weferencia a Mexieo," {my trenslations that urbeni-
zation takes different forms, "It is wol a single, onémsi&edg universally
similar process but one which sssumes different forms and significances which
depend om historical, economic, soclial, and prevadent oultural conditions.” He
continues that the miémmt to the city iz much more adapteble than had been
previcusly expected becmuse the rural migrent finds = yural type of culture in
the eity., This Lewis calls the "Culture of Poverty." FRursl end urban similarie
ties in the "Culture of Poverty” inelude the use of herbs for curing, similari-
ties in ocare of animale, a belief in spirite, illiteracy, low education level,
political apathy and lack of covcern aboub government, and very limited particie
pation in assvciations,

The difference betwsen mz-é,l and urban, lewis continues, is that cities

have o great range of slternatives for individusls in the soclety at any given
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time, Urbenization or urbanism coukd be neasured by the range of aliernatives
for the people, The greater the number of alternatives (food, dress, sanctions,
economic resourees, eto,), the greater the degree of urbanizatiom,

"The poor throughout the world ave less urbanized than the rich," for this
regsont +the poor, whether wursl or urben, have a far more limited number of
alternatives than those economically better off, Their possibilities for educa-
tion, jobs, dwelling plases, snd material guods ave far more limited, The
alternatives are parrowed duve to thelr lack of resources and little education,
1f we compare the hypothesis, namely that the poow, whether urbsn or rurai, are
less urbanized because they heve fewer asliernatives, with Turner’s theoxry that
the rural migrants who have been in the city for five to twelve yeavrs are as
urbanired sz the urban~born from the seme class, we can see why,

"The Culturs ¢f Poverty," lewis says, is "A provincial culture, locally
oriented in either eity or country.,” This may be one reason why Puerto Mallsrino
has & town=like quality which will later be discussed, The "Culture of Povertiy"
is characteriszed by higher death rates, more working people per total population
(including women aad children) snd sn shsence of food reserves fin the house, The
rhysical conditions of poverty (residence, stability, mmber of rooms per family,
ownership, means of livelihood) have e considerable effect on soeial 1ife,

"When the family is the productive umit and the house and work are one, family
life, whether rural or wrban, is the seme."

In this regard, it may be seen thai Leonerd Reipsmen's idea that the "fasier
a city grows, the less urban it becomes, n mey have a bearing here, not because
the "ruralization™ is so much attributeble to the culture of the rursl migrants,
but to the large wumber of pour, bedly educated people trylng 4o find jobs
where industrialism and urban fecliity development such as planned streeis,
8ewers, water, schools, etc., have mot kept up with the tremendeus population
expansion and consequent community needs,

—_ [ )
3 Relssmem, Teomorde The Ur\an OP"G‘L_:;S” , (\:.Q_Q Pt ,Loncon 1964,




The Turner and Lewis theses are complementary for they help ua sce the
process of urbanization or whet the migrent faces in his edspitation to the city,
1f we place Turner's three stages of urbenization of the migrant along the
urbanizstion scale of altermatives that Lewls suggesis, we can see how they
interrelate, As the migrant goes through each is't;age of Turner’a migratione
time scale he would have en increasing wumber of aliernatives open to him, In
pia first stage, the alternatives are few~ he must find g Job and a plﬁce o
1live, His very limided resources mske it necemsaxy to choose a resldence close
to work and mavkets, limiting this possibility, He will probably take the firat
job available, for he cemmot choose whet he would wemnt to do, His only alierns-
tives might bs "ing” his relatives wmight heve for landing him a better job,

In stage two, he bhas a little more bargeining power for jobs, for he knows
his way around and may get personsl help from "higherups."” He may be able to
buy a few goods, He can get around more, snd knows the ropes betier, meking
alternatives for sstivities, cheaper buying, etc, Nevertheless, his living
situation is precaricusly lilmited, He is afrald to jJeopardize his home, fahmily,
and possissions snd carmot afford to move to a better home,

In stage three, he perceives the aliermative of joining together ia en
organizetion and making an invagion through cooperative efforts, With the sta-
bility of home ownevship, he has more aliernatives as far as toking risks goes
in trying to get better jobs, He can buy more, His children hopefully can go
to school, although in & new metilement he may forfeit a school uatil the come
mmity can build one, His life has decidedly more openings end alternatives than
it did when he first arrived,

We can try to graph the welationshin to the the Turner and lewis theories,

but as yet do now know what the curve will be except thad we can expect it %o



go from lower left towardas upper xright,

lewis: 4

Inoreasing 0

Alternatives e
- v ¢
Stege 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

Turner's Migration-time atages

Even in stage three, however, the wuwber of altermatives oper to the migrant
ere pilatively few, for the "Culture of Poverty"” is not so easily or quickly
escaped, Puerto Mallarino is a part of this culture, It is a transitional
between what is rural and what is urban, The relatively few altermstives cpen
to members of this barrio could be augnented through the urban institutions
in the community -~ the school, for through education comes better gobse and
gregter world é‘meneas; the health clinic, which could help eliminste ignorance
and superstition and out down the death rates end diseasze as well as distribute
sontraceptivesy the children's park which could, if properly supervised, help
teach children the iwmportance of working together and cooperating; end the police
station, which could make for a move sisble order in ths commnity,

The first section of this paper wiil deal with a :general picture of the
commmity enviromment, including a descriptive impression of the barrio simos-
phere and a brief history of the community. In this section also, I shall discuss
the barrio enviromment from the perspectives of the Turner and Lewls hypotheses
noted above, using these concepis o orgenize my own viewpoint OF the commumity
as transitional geographically, soceially, historiecally, and even organizationally
between essentially rurel and urban ways of 1ife, The nemt mejor sectiom will

disouss the population characteristics, and the evonomic and family life of the



people, dncliuding theix beliels, supsrstitions, end values, The third section
will discuss the place of the urban jnstitutions in the barrio, considering
them as potential ecurces for change and sgents for opening more altermatives
of urbsn 1ife tdibe people, These sxe ithe school, the health clinio, the church,
the police deparitment, and the children's pavith T!ie politicel orgenization,
M will also be consideved ap en wrbanizing inetitution, Finally,
we will see how the commumity inmtexscis, how it is tied to the larger commnity
of Cali and the nation, and how cheuge iz ccounrwing through outside concexn in
the example of the trawsplanted Cauguits im;msioxaa

The paper will be essentlally a description of this urben commmity st e
particular steke in its development, The data were gathered during the summer
of 1965 on a Ford Foundstion research trainiwg grant given through the Unlversity
of O:caga;n Tnstitution for Tnternational Studies, Methodology was casentially
participent ovbservation, I lived in the communmity with a femily emd was able
to participate in the daily life of the barric, In eddition, I had a 8% semple
eensus of the bavric taken {mot randem, bul representative, for the school
teacher who did it for me went down one dimension of *&he?&i pattern) and a
census of 1964 token by Peace Coxpmman Dun Foster, of the Vauquite invesion,

from vhich data are aleo derived,
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CHAPTER 4 « THE BARRIO ENVIEONMENT

Puexrto Mallarino is a lower class and working elaess commmity on the
eastern edge of Cali, I% lies Qﬁ the flat {iocor of the Czuca Valley on the
panks of the Cauca river, is plagued with mosguitos, snd is hotter and more
humid then the srees of the city which lie in the foothills of the Westera
Cordillera of the Andes, The sireete, lald out in grid pattern, are umpaved
and alternste betwesn deep leyers of mud in rainy seasons (September through
November, and Merch through Mey) and a thick, permeating cover of dust in dxy
periods (the other monthe), The central squavre, now a park, gives a townlike
flavor to the barrio, Most of the homes on this plaze are somewhat better
than aversge for the barrioc, generally with plastered fronte, somstimes wine
dows of glass and sometinmes tile floors, The barrio has no divect sccess to
the highway, but must be entered from ei"che: end, Awmong the few vehicles
which do =0 are an assoritment of buses in vavious stages of decrepitude which
sverve along the rutted streets, sending children and snimsle rumaing from their
activities 4o smafer places by the roadside, The Canqu:!.ta sewerage canal invamien
on the Southeastern bouz;dar,y of the baryio has, up wntil the summar of 1965, been
considered by the city plemning office %o be a part of Pusrto Mallarino, ai?;héugh
the two groups look almost hostilely et sach other, The eradication of thise

invesion will be the subject for the last chapter of this paper.

Higtorical Perspective
The history of Puerto Mallarine iec vather obscure and has been plecsd to~
gether from several mources, Much of this information comes from Msliwda
Vellecilla, a native CaleBa (vesident of Cali) and community leadsr who has
lived in this barrio for over 30 years, Hey grestegrandmother was o slave on
the haciende Csfias Cordss, one of the largest landholdings im the depariment of
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Valle, lying o the south of Cali, I also used D¢, Fomevo's short historical
m.pactive on the barric which he wrete four years ago vhen he was chief
physician of the barrio health center,

The ares of Puerto Mallexrino was knm;i to the Indians of this resglom due
to the imporiance of the river Csucs for transportation, send, and @, or
pamboc, In the colenial epooh it wam a port for boats, and must have also been
a gource of sand for the building of the city, for the Puente Ortiz (a bridgs)
puilt by Bellaloazer im 1580, and the Templo de Sen Franciseo and Chureh of
Le Merced of this same pevicd all used senmd in construction, and the Ceuca was
the only source, The nearvest point from the city for sand-gathering was the
present site of Puerto Mallarinc, In the lattier part of the 19th century, the
area took the name ito, later Juanmchiito or "ILittle John"™ after the owner
of e Finca (small farm) and house mear the river, whose name was Jusn and who
happened to be very shori,

In 1905, navigation began extensivel:f in Jusnchito end the name was changed
to Puexto Mallariuo for the region on ‘cheJCalisside of the Cauca Riv'e:.fo The
town scross the river still iw known as Juanechite, A% this time, Puerto Mallarino
was a self-sdministered town, The port of Puerto Mallarino became the commercial
center for Cali and the entire Nowthern Cepuca Valley as faxr as Virgiania, Caldas,
Large boats ran up end down the river which was kept clean with a dredge sarcying
banenas, plentains, caeas, wood, and bamboo, much of these goods coming from
Puerto Tejade to the south, There were storage houses on both sides of the
river to hold the food until it was transperted to the centrpl warket of Cali by
streetcar, the tracke geing almost to the edge of the river.

This commercial cemter flourished until 1928 when land tremsportation,
brought about through the use of trucks end improved rcads, became cheaper then

use of the river, During the commercisl period, Puerto ¥allarino wes an active



S,
E

entertairment center as well. TVestiges of this ere remain im Juanchito, where
there are & large mumber of very pop'alar' dence hells, After the commercial
center ended (about 1928), Puerto Mallerino shwank im size and importance,
Only bamboo and & few food bavges continuved o ply the river, and the sand ine
dustry which hed been importent from the colonial era declined,

In 1949, plans were begun to meke the old port town of Puerto Mallarino a
perrio of Cali, At this time the leovge avea io the west of the river was pasture
land with e single road running thvough :i.fé:? The eity mwarked the lend inte lote
but did mot improve it, Aboud this time, rasidents of the berrio began to
build ehacké along the Cauguita sewerage vemal of munieipal land in order to
bring in rent, This was the begimning of the Cauquite invasion which slowly
grew to a row of about 200 shacks, The bafrio plan included o cemtral square
(which may have beem lef: from the ers whem Puerto Mallarino was a town) vhich
wvent through several stages - a bull rimg% then o mud hole, and in the last three
years, o langcsped central paxk, Only in the last five years have thers been
sewerage Imilitiea? water and electricity for some of the rem:identag Local
employment still depends largely on the x‘ﬁ:.vm% Many barrio workers are Negro
sand diggers, who, as their elave ancestors had done in eavlier eres, dig sand
with musele pover, shovelling it into o csuoe end then heuling it to shore, i
loading it by shave% and finally veloading it agein on walting trucks and horses,

The residents say that the river im M@mxa% for the sand never endsg

Houging and Posressions |
Houeing varies according to econsmic position fyom the simplest omewroom
huts of bamboo plastered with mud, with dirt floors and thateh ox scrap roofs,
o faiviy sabstantial single e‘é@ry hulidings of plastered rough brick v vith
entrance xoom, interivr patio {often mersly o hole in the ceiling), kitchen, snd

bedroom(s), The wealthiest homes mey have tile fioors, Houses, as in traditional



Spanish gtyle, are generally right on the streei, some with window cpenings or
ghutters facing the street, In back of the house is a patio or pateh of groend,
gurrounded by as high a wail as the inhahi’céms can afford, for gexden, waching,
Ms and mach of the dally activity, In this srea, if there is running water,
there will be a ;on@x shower steil with a tep and perhaps a toilet tank, ox oute
house, In the sewerage canal invasion, no genitary facilitiea were in evidence,
exomement ainply being dvopped into the filthy wabter below, Probaebly the most
fmportant or most useful item in the patio im the jangue, usvally a cement washe
fub, where dishes are weshed, slothing is sorubbed, end children ere bathed, Many
of the more substantial homes in Puerto Maifdrino now have the urban advanbtages
of electricity, purified water and sewerage,

Houses may be oceupled by those who own both the house and lct, having |
bought it from the eity or a former vesident, The percentage off taxd ovmers
who own their house lot ig 43%; There are also people who have invaded lend to
build their own homes azz& avold rent, in ’eﬁ@ invagion of Cauguita and in the
berrioc proper, Under Colombisn law, lend which is improved will gov to ths
squatiter after a ceitaln number of years if &ution is not teken by the land
owner within omne year of invaslon, Not including the regidents of Caugquitsa,
over 9% of the families im Puerto Mallikvino sre mejorsnds ejide, or improving
vublic land, seccording to my barrio mample, Svme of the inwasion shacks were
rented in the barric proper (only about 1%), but in the Cauquita invasion there
Were mmEy more vewiers, Almost 14% of the families in the census lived with kin,
These were usually young couples with povheps s few children living in their
barents’! home, or they were ummarried dsughtere with children living with theix
mothers and sisters, Memy of the homes im Puertc Mellawino have small apartments
(such as the one in which I ghayed) with which families ave able %o supplement

their income, Some entire houses are also rented from former owners, The
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percentage of menters in this commmity is 33%, My home had tile flcors in
part of the living room and in the bedevooms, though the kitchen fioor and wre-
mainder of the living xoom floor was of dirt, (This home was on the central
,square end was better than many of the houses,) The stove was a simple twoe
purmer kerosene affair, Thers wes mo running water in the kitchen and dishes
were washed in the washbtub ouldoors in the back patio in cold water which had
glready been contaminated -~ quite umsaniltary to be sure! The few plates and
cupe were neally stacked in a vack or i0p of & plenk cabinet which stored dry
food, This famlly was one of the few in the barrio who had a refrigerator; a
great status symbol, This bright green possession stood proudly in the living
room, and was wsed fee meking heledos (popsicles) to bring dnte few more pesos,
At night, dishee were not washed, due 4o the early darkness of the tropies and
a fear of helng outdoors at night, To zy hovror ome night I discovered about
thirty cockrosches crawling over the unwashed plates lying on the kitchen table,
No vomder there iz so much intestinal disease, Most children have lombrisis, an
intestinal porasite, and amcebaigis is very common,

'Poamasions range from a few bent pots or cans, a woden spoon, crude
benches end table, a bed, perhsps an ivon, snd old gasoline or vegeitable oil
can pots used on wood fires outside the houvse, to & feir eamount of cooking uvien-
sils, silverware, generslly of meny pesbterns, dishes, chairm, several beds
(usnally one for pexents, one for the Loys, and another for the giris), mirrors,
& treadle sewing machinég a food blender, a refrigerator, sets of plastic covered
chairs and matching sofa of poor conmstruction, and in one case, an electric stove,
In almost all homas are religious pictures, sometimes with simple shrines which
Bay hold a cendle snd flowers, Additionsl decorations may bde a few pietures cut
from o magasine, or gavish prints of reclining elassic maidens, plastic flowers,

and houseplents of various types, including medicinal plants, herbs, and plente
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guch as the m'g_i_q_,, for good luck, usually potted in ms’ify cans, Possessions,

o5 Oscar Lewis found, provide important stetus distinotions, Small differences
100m large inm the éyas of the poor, Mach of the barrio life goes on in the street
or the patic due to the samll size of the houses axﬁd the levge nmumber of inhabie
sents, though it was illeconsidered to allow children to run free in the streef,

Puerto Mailarino In Relation to the Turner and levis Hypotheses

The development and emmezation of Puertc Mallarino to Cali, Colombia, hes
peen very largely due to the rapid expansion of this city (284,000 in 1951 %o em
estimated 700,000 in 1 965), Much of this growth is dirvectly sttributable to
migretion, In light of the Turner hypothesis and the large migrant population
in the barric, I propose thet the commumity of Puerto Mallarino ie for the most
part et stage three of the urbanization process with some importemt exceptions,

It is similar to & stage three burriads of Lime, Pern geographically, for i
lies on the ocutskivis of the ccitya The sdttiement pattern (after the ares was
designated a part of Cali in 1949) was of small lots of unimproved lamd purchased
from the eity, Today, 43% of the barric hesds of families' own their own homes
and lots, There were alsc o numbexr of aguatters who, by building = home on
unelaimed land, hoped to be granted title to it over time, Today about 9% of the
barric femilies are gojorvendo ejido (improving public land), In sddition to these
homw-ownership patterns, aimiiar to those of stage 3 barriades, sbout 14% of the
family heads (mostly young people) live with kin, also a common pattern fér stage
3o Usually a wroom is simply added to the houss. or the couple lives in his or
her 0ld bedvoom, Demographic characteristics for the most part are also stage 3,
Nearly 90% of the barric heads~of-familics are migrants, The majority of the
heads of families have been in the city at leest 5 yeara (67%, not including those

born in Cali who are about 11% of the barric,). Although I do mot have data on

3 use the time the head of a family has been im Cali rather then the individual

because I believe thet nigretion end urbanization will depend on the parent, not
on the children,
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the exact iength of time this group of people ha%been in Puerto Mallarino, aund
thus do pot lmow at what time in the wmigration pettera the resmidents have

goved to the barrio, of those who bave been in Cali over 5 years (vhich is

gtage 3 socording to Turner’s table), 80% have typical stage 3 residence patterns
of ownership (house and lot, or squatier) oz living with extended families, The
other 20% rent, but the age factor here pleys o pazrt, 30% of the yowung pecple
who have been in Cali over 5 years are renters while only 18% of the older heada
of femily in Cali over 5 years ave veniters, Of the recent migranta, 81% ere
renters which ie typical for stage 2 of Tummer's urbanizastion scale, Under 10%
of the recent migranta are home owners or invadsrs, The age faotor here is alsmo
mortaat;, for 15% of the older recent migrent femily heads own homss, vhile
only 3% of the younger family heads own homes, About 10% of these receat mi-
grants live with kin, Although mot having information on the time Tamilies

have been in Pesrto Mallarine presenis o hendicap $n claiming the barric similar
to a stage 3 barriade of ldma, Pery, the vesidence pattern of remting for recent
oigrante and owning or living with kin for migrante in the city lcmmr,; etronzly
suggests that Puexto Mallexino fits the eiele 3 pattern of the Twmer hypothesis,
vith some exceptioms, (See Tsble om following page.)



Regidense Patiems Ascording to Migretion Times and Age Faslora

In Persentagns

Recent Migrants in Cali Under 5 Years

Migrants in Cali Over % Years

or Cali-Born
Age Tnder QvarL% of all|Proportion |Under| Over ‘% of all!Proportion |Number
‘ 0 30 Recent |of Residenoe| 30 30 {Oidew of Reagidence
I M EEANE TR o6 202
] 1 o /]

o or | (1) | (7) (16)| (178) :
Htjol‘fa
Idving | 19% 85| 9.5% 3% 5% | 6% | . 15% - 52 -
With . (4) (4) : (29)1 (15) "
Ha -
Iotal | 14% | 2s%F 19% T0% | 82% 254 -
Stege 2| 866 | 778 | 8% | 53% 20 | ame 129
Reaters | (32) | {37)
m@s., 100% | 100% ) 400% 300% | 900% 383 .

1(37) | (48) 84) '

' \ 7
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From the taeble we cen see that home ownership is directly related to the length
of time in Cali end the age factor, If the family head is oVser 30 and has
peen in Cali over 5 years, he will mosat likely own a home (76%), This decreases
%0 only 2575 for younger families who ave not receni migrants, Among the recent
pigrants, 15% of the older families own homes, vhile only 3% of the young families
are owners, The age factor is very important in the extended family residence
type, Young people, especially among the migrants in Cali over 5 years, are
highly likely to live with relatives, usually the pavent{s), 45% of this group
14ve with kin, Renters are most frequent emong :,r::ix:m,gw recent migrants(86%),
This decremses for older recent migrants(77%) and decresses much move steeply
for those in Cali over 5 years, although in this group there are more young
people(30%) who rent then older people(18%),

There are, then, in Puerte Mallarinc exseptions to John Turmer’s characteri-
gation of a setilement inm the third stage of urbanization. One of these is the
fact that 22% of the family heads residing in the barric are recent migrants,
Another is the relatively high proportion of renters(33%), Both of these ave
characteristic of stage 2 migranis., Let us examine first the factor of remi,
Puerto Mallarino is an older community than most of the barriadas of Lima, Peru,
having its origine in colonial times, It therefore may have more established
urban facilities; such as & school, health clinle, police station, and parks,
a8 well as having other characteristics of older commmities, One of these
might be the status-quo oriented and slmost apsthetic character of the population,
Just maintaining iteelf end no longer community building as &s the 5 yesr oid
Alfonso lopez berrio across the roed, vhere there is a vital and enthusiastic
community spirit, Another, I propose, is a more heterogeneous pattern of residence
tyves, as evidenced in this large number of renters {33% in 1965), Perbeps after

& commmity becomes Well-established, residents either build houses to rent, add
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yooms to their homes 1o supplement their incomes, or continue to collect rent on
their o homes after they have moved t¢ other barvios, Puerio Mallarino as sa
old "new town" may have more renters as the esteblishment of the berrio increasses
4o meke an income for the residents, I hypothesize that the development of vent
ip this commmnity is a further step in stage 3, and may develop in the barriedas
of Lima as they grow older, [61: the development of vreni in a barriadaetype of
settlement may, in fact, be the initisl part of a fourth stage of development,
Rent and length of time in Cali ave closely related, Most of the recent

migrants ave xenters (83% for those in Cali less than one year, and 73% of those
in Cali from 1 %o 5 years, which i the typical residence type for the Stage 2

nigrsnt, (See Table below)

Percentage of Heeds of Houscholds Per Time Interval Who Rent, Invade,
Own Homes; or Live With Relatives

Tigms in Cali
Undex 1. Year!le5 Years|5-12 Years Over 12 Years!CalieBoym [Nunber

{Renters , 83% 73.3% 26% 17% 14% 126
Renters in 3% 4.2% o 0 0 3
Invasion

MeJorande 3% 4:2% 9% 12% 14% 36
Ejido _

Extended 505% | 12.2% 15% 12% 24% 52
Family , '

Owners 505% 6,1% 50% 59% 48% 166
Nm‘?@r- 36(160%) | 49(100%) {114 (100%) 145(100%) 42(100%) 38%

See also the bar graph on the following page,
Not only are most of the recent migrante venters, but the majority of renters

are recent migranimy 53% of the remters ave recent migrants, However, recent
migrants do not explein the almost 33% renters im the barric, 47% of these
renters have been in Cali over 9 yeexrs, There is ancther factor cperating here
the factor of age, It seems that in & certaia period Of one's life cycle, one is

more likely %o be a remter or to live with kin, and at another period tc own or
invade,
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Although certainly not independent of the length of time the head of housew
pold has been in Cali, age of the head of the family is & second major verizbie
affecting the resldence pa'&te:m? Younger families {divided the sample inte heads
of family over 30 and under 50) are more likely to rent or 1live in extended
fwege most likely because they have not had the time to accumulste the pecese
BBW capital to live on their own, Convereely, older families ave more likely

to own homes cr invade, These are evidenced in the following tables:

Percentage of Young Family Heads (Under 30) Within
Each Migrant Time Category Who Rent, Own, Ete,

Time 4in Ha,h_.,,l:i n,Xa&-!lE.).__—_..__..-

0=1| 15 (5«12 #2-0ver [ali-Born |Base
Renters 100%) 68.9% 130,3% | 35,5% 2ia4% | 49
Renters i = O | 9,9% | © o 0 2
Mejoras -
Mejores 0| 45| o 0 14,3% 3
Extended 0 | 18.2% |39.4% | 4T.1% 57015% |33
Pamily - .
Owners 0 0 130.3% | 17.6% To15% | 14,
Base  5(100%) 22(100%)53 (1008 )17(100%) 44(100%) 301

Porcentage of Qlder Fawily H@a{is (Over 30) Within
Eech Migeent Timg Ga,c%m?’w; mm Rem‘i: Can, Bie, '

Time im Celi (in -Yaam)

BT 75 5592 Jo0ver  Cobi-Tom Toeme
Renters .| T1.5%| 77.8% |24.4% |14.9% | 10.7% 77
Renters inl 4,84 0 0 0 0 9
Mejoras
Mejoras | 4.8%| 3.7% |12.75% |93.5% 14,,5% 33
mged - 5o5% | Todh | 5.15% | 7.5% 7525% 19
Owners 955 | 11,1% 157.7% |64.6% 67 8% 152
Baze . R1(1007)27(100%)78(100%)128(100%)| 28(100%) |272

. Renters in the barrio, then ave upually vecent migrants and young pecple,

although 18% of the older families who heve besn im Cali over § years aleo ave
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yenters, The largest proportion of these are among the older heads of family

who bave beon in Celi 5«12 years, s time pericd which John Turner considers
trensitional betbween atage 2 and 3,

Although the recent migrents (the mejority of which certainly seem to have
Stoge two residence type characteristics) do not live in the downtown iwmer
ring as Turner formd to be the case in Lime, there ave several reasons why
pecent migrants might settle in the outlying barric of Puerto Mellerimwo,

Bouging is aveilsble In Puerto Mallarire and thias factor may draw vecent migrants
who have difficulty finding suitable dwellings in the city's inner ring, Cali’s
population explopion (at the rate of about 73% a year) has caused & houging
ghortege so great trat any avpileble cheap housing, werever it may be, mey be
oonsidered by the Lew wmigrent, especially é&i‘ downtown places are full and orcidddd,
rent is relatively high, and conditlons there are very poow,

We must also eonsidar the sopbisticziion of the migrant to Cali, In wmany
cases he hag alveady vislted the oliy several times before moving to Cali, He
has looked at the vedious poseibilities for housing and work end dees not necsseeris
ly ohoose tv live downtown, Theore he sbill wight have to commuie to work, fowr
much of the induptry of Cali is not near the center olbty, and so might as well
live where conditions ave uot so crowdsd, Barric cooupations such as send
digging also mey be attractive and a factor why a vecent migrent misht settie in
Puerto Mallarine,

A finel hypothesis {(and probably the most sigaificetd in Pueric Mallarino)
is thet family end community ties tend to pervetuate or transplent a commmity
or family netuork im the receiving oves, with the result that recent migrants
Who have friends or relatives fivm their homebowns living in Puertc Mallaewino
Bey be more tempted to settle there, This was found to be the case in the bmreio
With the market tewn of Puerto Tejada (a former Negro slave pocket) about 40

kllometers to the swuth, 70 Pusrto Mellsriso femilies in just my 48% sample of



385 remilies were from this vegion, The two regicns {se Bill Campbell, a
gtudent on the University of Oregoa Rewseaxch Team has suggested) may be thought

of as forming & wigretion system of sending ond recelving areas with much intere

change and
tanded to stey in Fuerto Mallerino reiher than go to a downtowm ares which

communicabion bebtwsen them, Recent migrants from Puerto Tajads hove

Turner BUSSEStS is the petitern for recent migrants, Here there ave old friends,
yelatives and aegisianve if needed, and a similey wiver cultuve,

Puertc Mellaxing as I see it povw, is an evolving S%zag@ 3 barvio gevgraphically
and r;m the most part demographicsily, The large mumber of renbers is dus pri-
marily to the sge of the commmity, Rent mey be seen as s further siep 1n Stege
3 of the urpanization process proposed by Furnew, or perbeps evea a 4th stage.
Where there ave chesp plsces to veul, we wey find recent migrants, the Stage 2
element in Puerto Madlerimo, who typicelly have unshable cwnership patterns,
Aside from availability of housing, vecent migrents msy Find Puerto Mallarine
attrsctive fox ‘i:im mia:hivel;y lese cyowded acmciti%ﬁ.uﬁag for ccoupaticns within
the baryio, and for the kixmth and old coammmity tles with others from the
sending avea, Age also plays a part in detervwining ownership patterns, Young people,
because they have litile funds, ave wore likely to rent or live with vrelatives,
whether they ave vecent migranta or heve been in Call over 5 years, Older
People usually rent if they ave receni migveats, but eve the largest proporiion
of home owners smd invaders #f they have been in Cali longsr, |

Aeide from the home ownership patieras, 1% im very difficult to distinguish
Tecent migrants from those who ewe Cali-born or have been in Cald longer, The
rocent migrants and yowmg people gemerslly have fewer pomsessions as they have
8ot sccunulsted the capital for lapgoyw lovestuments, I hed speculated that thers
might be differences in income (lower imcomss for recent migrauts), in musber of

Children (fewer for those in the eity ionger), and in education (more education



gor those in gudi longer), tui as a vhole, T found no conmsistent differences,
pifferences were slightly grester beltween young femilies (as expected) and
family heads over 30, The younger pecple tended %o have lower family incomes
(pextly hecanse children weye xzof; vet of sge to help work snd motherz were at
pome with young infents) and slightly wore education,
This similarity in way of 1ife {eside from hows ownership) between recent
migrants and even Celi-born peovple leads into Lewisls bypothesis on the "Culture
of Povertyo" The poverty of both recent migrant and lomg-itime Cali resident is
the greatest equglizer between them, Ioth appeer to live in a somewhat rurvel
cudture as we shall aaea. There sre & few families vho are excepiions to this
nculture of Poverty.” These are for the most part people vwhose backgrounds have
not been rursl or urban lower class, bui rural middle class with middle clazs
cultural characteristics, largely from the region of Anticguda to the norih, Vhether
recent migrants ?é in Cali e long time, these people, even though poowr, have &
different set of wvalues from thoge avound ‘thma These few familisg tend $to live
on the central square and ave better off to begin with, st least culiursliiy, The
ehildren are given greater educabtionsl oppovtunities, These familicms aspire to
the urban middle clase snd want to wove from their present neighborhced %o &
better one,
But these fow Antioguisn fomilies sre the emceptions, mather than the xule,
In light of the Lewis hypothesis, let us lock at Puertc Mellarinoe es a semierural
or transitionsl commumity geographicelly, seccislly, orgemizationally, and celturelly.
The physicel sppearsuce of Pusrto Mallarinoe is somewhetl rural, GCeogrsphically
1% is elmost in the cowmbry, yet now sbrongly linked o the city., It im the
farthess neighboricod on the eastern limit of Cali, sbout seven miles fron; the
Plaz_a, Caiceds in dowmtown Cali, snd is counected to the eity only by the imporiant

Carrers Octavs highway which goes from downbown Cali to the alrport and on o
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Cendelaria in the adjacent municipic {counly), There are several bud routes
which now sexve the ares, though four yés,x‘s ago there were practioally no
connections, The Alameds end the Romads bus lines bump through the dirt streets
of the barrio, and several other buses, such a8 the Pagpagayo and the Gris Roje
ron along the mein highway fiom sbout 4 A.M, to about 9 P.M.

Within easy walking distmnce of the borrioc ave finces (small farms) and
paciendas (plantations) of suger cene, benanas, sorghum, corm, cattls, and twuck
fruits and vegetables, Sevoval barrio vesidents work on these fayms snd lso in
locel wow sugar processing plents. Some of the agricultural workers who have
scme to Puerto Mellaxrino ave yural people who have bsen forced off their tiny
lend boldings near the berric by big sugar cane growers, They come directly
w the barrio 0 lock for work (perhaps thwough family econtacis) vhere they cam
maintain to a large degree s rural way of 1ife as they slowly absorb city wayz,
continming to work in the sugar cene fields or sugar processing plants neerby.
Or they may be rural-urben migrants who haeve moved from ome agriculitural center
to another, following the crops, finally to wind up in Cali, OFf the 70 or so
' agrfoultural workers in the commuaity, about helif had come directly from rural
sreas., Most of these had been in Call over 14 years asnd still were farming.
There were various migration petlierns among the other grouwp of sgricultural workezs,
ineluding what appears to be migreat laborers who follow the oxops in cynl:?.ml
movements, or in back and forth novementn between a place of bivth or base and
some other town, Most of the agriculiurnl workers @ had lived im other places
besides their bivth place before voming Yo Cali hed been in the city tmder sixz
years, (Informetion i obtained by compaving birthplace of migrant agriculiursl
workers with birthplaces of thelr children and their procedencis -Qé:ere they had
lived immediately before comimg to Cali,} These conmections with the agriculimral
community tie the kerwio to a rural way of 1ife,



<7,

Agide fxom the location of the commucilty iu velation to the city and its
ties with the agricultural wasy of life; Fuerto VMallarino appears %o be very much
like & smallg‘ rural town, It is isolated not only by distance from the rest of
Cali, but also by natursl boundaries which separate it from other bavrios, To
the north, the wain highway dividee Puerto Mallarino from the new and emormous
working clamsg barrio of Alfongo lopez, To the east, the river Cabica ssparates
the barric from the mmicipio of Candelavia and the dancehall town of Jeanchito,
favorite entertaimment spot for many dbarvic members, To the southeast, the
sewerage canel, Ceuquits, over which, up to this summer, was a long row of
invasion shacks built om bamboo stilts, hems in the barric from pasture landj
end to the wést lies a large open field and playground, in the summer of 1965
being vrbanized into a new housing project under the ICI=2 ¢ Alliance for Progress,
and 2 charity orgsnization, Avngeles del Hogars ; for the residents of the Cauguita
invasion which is pow in the process of being ifradicatedq Here axe the seeds of
change - goon this barric will mo longer be quites 80 isolated and will pexhaps
become more incorporated iate the city milieu through the geographic changes of
enervashing meighborhoods,

The small town feeling has historieal rootg, for it was once the port town
and commercial center for Cali, It hes & central plaza with church and school at
one eide {as do typical Spamish towms), mingle story dwellings, unpaved dirt
strests, private vegetable paiches, and ducks, chickens, guinea pigs, end even
goats scampering through many homes and streets, The river, rather than being
heavily industrialized or commereialized, is the placid pre-industrial scene of
brawvny send diggers shoveling sand from the river bed, and bamboo rafts floating

down from Puerto Tejada end other towns to the south, MNountsins of sand and

\
2). ICT » Imstitute of Territorial Credit, Colombian housing agency.
3. ingeles del Hogar = o charity orgemizetion of upper elass Colombian women,
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stacks of bamboo, dragged up on the shore by human muscle power or sometimes
with the 2id of iaarsea,, form the basic 'bu:llding materials for the rapidly
modernizing and industrializing ecity, Cali,

According to Oscar Lewls, poverty is "a provincial culture locally oriented,”
This seems t¢ be the case with townlike Peeric Mallarino - an urban community of
poor peopls whose lives have e rural semblance,

However townlike FPrexrto Mallarino msy meem, it lacks the autonomous cheracter
of such g commumity, It has no mavket, except for mmerous small tiendass which
sell an egg or a pound of beanz at a time to the inhabitents, It is not founded
on an agricultural base, for although seversl of the barric members still work
in the fields, the vast majority of the inbmbitants work in the city, Ties with
the larger commmity of Cali keep Peerto Mellarino from being rural and meke 1ife
decidedly urban, Aside from merkets end jobs, the city cffers the commmity
urben faeitities of water, sewerage, and electricity, true, not available to all,
but nevertheless available, Urban dmstitutions of school, healthk c¢linic, police
station, and park ave alsoc e strong link for Puertc Mallewino with the urban way
of life,

Socially, the barrio may also be considered tramsitional acecording to Jobhn
Turner’s hypothesis, The move the the outskivrts of town from the downtown siuma
by urbanized migrants, either im the form of invasions (as im Ceuguita, a row of
shacks built over the sewerage camal) oz to undeveloped municipal lend is 2 major
step in beocoming urban, and implies e wvise im sooiel status from migrant poor to
stable urban working class, ﬁﬂ few of the younger barrio members are heginning
to achieve lower middle class rank, becoming secreteries, teachers, and mexrchants,
but these are only & handful, As the fomilies gain in wealth, their homes bee
come more kbstmﬁal « brick replaces mud and bamboo, glass replacea crude
shutiers, and tile floors repiidee dirt, The whole barrio is probably becoming

more permanent as brick homes axe replacing shacks, Nonetheless, social mobility
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does not end in the barric, Those people aspiring to the middle class and even
some working class people (such as the family I lived with) hope to move %0 o
better neighborhood, They want a betler atmosphere to reise their childwen in,
a healthier enviromment free of mosquittg, and to obtain respeci,

Geographical mobility along with social moblility is move skin to the pestierm
in the U.8, of change of residence with a chunge of status, but is somevhat
different from whet Turner found to be the case ia Lime, There, onve the family
moved to a barriada and gradually establishesd a comforiteble home over a periocd of
several years, there is litile geegrephical mobility although there may be a
congiderable gein im status, However, this fianding (John Turner) dves mot muggest
vhether or not the second generation of move educated childrem who very possibly,
vhen they have their oun families, ¥»y to find housing in higher status neighbor-
hoods,

descendent

Culturelly, the barrio is %rensli:ioaal,., for the Negrwﬁfricmlaw‘cul‘ufe
of the Pacific Coast end slsve pockets to the south confrontes the white and mestizo
calture of (!a;h“lzzu.a9 Worthern Valle, and Antiogquisy and changes and adaptations must
be made by each group.

Perheps in some ways outlying neighborhoods such as Puerto Msllarino may be
compared to suburban arsas in the U.S,, for the berric lies outside the urben
sree of Cali, economically depends on the hig eity, and is largely a vesidentisl
populetion which commates to work daily. However, suburbs as we know them are
niddle and upper middle class sectors seeking conventionalized rural wvalues, quite
different from the urban x:ocqge living on the outskirts of s city, where the culture
has always valued urben 1ife; and prestige~locations are inm the heart of the city,

Puerto Ma‘iiaxﬁw ney be considered am a site of goeclal and culiural trausition
bestween rural and urban wvays of life, The somevbat vural semblance of the barric -

the dusty strsets, the animals and gardens kept by the residents, ele, - is
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perhaps mot eo wuch the result of rursl values held by the residents as it is
the resuli of their impoverished 1iving conditions, While many residents have
dacide&ly mha.n values, they have litile or no means by which to reslize these
values, #hws being fort;ed by their low mcia«-ecommic lsvel to live in condi~
tions s:'unilar to mal subsistence exisisnce., Their alternatives are few,
end in this sense, the barrio residents mey be thought of as living a kind of
transitional existence between the rurel end the urban, even in stege 3 of

tt e uirbsrdzation process,



THE PECPLE
POPULATION CHARACTRRISTICS

Puerto Mallarino proper, in 1964 (according to the 1964 census) had a
population of 3,965 people living in 608 dwellings., The semple census which T
tock was of 385 barrio families with a total of 1926 people, about 48% of the
total barrio, The Cauquite invesion in 1965 hsd a populetion of 1194 people in
199 family units, For the veriocd thet I wes invesiigeting the community, thén,
the total populstion of what was one community sccording to the city plenning
office wes slmost 5,200 people, Since Csuguitas ie now 2 separste barrio snd
will be dealt with later, all referencss are to the barrio vroper,

Of those dwelling unite with childreh, there wes an sverage of 3.9 children
ver family, though the renge wse from one child to twslve thet were living in
the dwelling unit ‘(thin doas not include children swsy from home), The actual
nunher of children born psy family mey be conaiderably higher, but infent
mortality ie high,

(Frequency) Number of Childven per Femily with Children
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An age breekdown for the brrrio showa a very .larwe devendent populetion,

Age (in Seyenr) Frequency Percentage

Jintervals)
At 355 13’75%
5‘9 ' 297 15.1’ \ .'
;..5'):;:2 gg; 3’:'2;5% Devendent Population
20‘,?[4 160 a. 5% Pre~-%chon N 2h, R%
2529 155 7,57 Sehool Age ( 7—15) M2 2134
3034 17 5.7 Aged (69 and over) 67 2,%‘,
EL 92 4,5%
k5-49 65 3, 4%
57=54 55 2. %
5529 23 }.7%
60 and over 7 a5
1926 100,0%

Age distribution of Semnle ‘1926 peovle) in S~yesr intervals
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If the nre~school children sge Q to 7, the children of school ape ‘7=14) and
aped (over 67) are sdded topather, the vercentsems of devendent people is 49, 4%,
I do not include the group of young veopls between 15 end 19 in this vercentage
bacasuse smong the lower clnas,:most of theae%nre elready working, girls wmost
frenuently &s maids, boys as helpers, messengérs, and in heavy lshor, They
usually recleve lower wagmse as 8 whole, Some children even younger then 15 are
working, in such vositions as bootblacks, meesenzera,;nursemaids, or essisting
n onrent or other family member in his job, The sharp decline in populstion smong
the voungest ags groups may be due to infsant mortality end childhood disesasesn
which are oftgp fatal amoneg the pooy, Out-nigration of young veovls starting
homes and finding jobs in other varts of Csli mesy bs another factor in the
fairly steen slopa of the curve; ond the very few old veople may be dus to

e

their remeining in the rursl arens or on homestesds ass well ss 4o mortelity,

This curve, however; is not untypical for ths nopulation struecture of under-

developed nations,

Rece
The peonls in the barrio avre vroinlly mi&?f to & larpe extent and there ere
& large nunber of mixed merriegss, Just over half (almost.SI%) of the people
of Puertc Mellsrino are Negro or Negro mixftures., Just under half (over 49%)
sre white-nestizo nixturss, with verheps & handful of pure Indian stock, Accurm
ding to the oercevticns of the census-trker, 8 barrioc Negro, the recisl braesk-
down looks like thiss |

(Negrg and Indien)
Negro  Mulstto 7embo §  Mestizo Tndian  White

862 Total

1026
Non-white Mestizo~white
972 954
5 55 {49.5%)
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Becnngsa this census wns taken by 8 Nepro, rsclal differenoes on the Negro
gide ware nmade very distinet., However, he made very few distinetions between
whites and mestizos, generslly lumpifiz all he felt to be non-megro under the
cntegory '‘white’, The 89 Mestizos srs thoge listed by his 16 yesr old son who
esgisted him in interviewing esbout 79 of the families, Consecuently it is more
relevant toc look st the racisl breskdown ns two groups - Negro snd Negro
mixtures, =and non-Negfoea, or, as berric residents see themselves, morencs
(derk-colored), and triguefios (gkin the color of wheat,)

I have considerad the question of race imnortsnt in light of conceptions
ehout the lack of prejudice towsrds Negroes in Latin America, Also, I was
interssted in Africen elements still mainteined in the Colbmbian Negro culturs,
and in the Colombian culdurs na 8 vhole. gf'inding a large group of Negroes st
the bottom of the socio-economic scale mede me doub ¢ whether the absence of
prejudice wes ms real a8 has been sugpested, st lesst in the Colombisn crse,

Since racial chemgeteristics seem to be en indiecstor of the two culture
complexes in Puerto Mellarino, the differences nro\;;;ortﬂnt. Many factors
may help to explain this:

1, Most Wegroes have certein Africen Cultural treite still not lost, es-
pecially in the realm of music, suverstitions end beli=fs, snd food uses, though
these devend to & degree on the region in Colowbis in which they were born,
(See chapter on Ceuquits,)

2, The Negro group hes roots in the slave culture which made for family
instebility »nd matrifocgl homes, These patierns sre etill prevelent in the
barrio, i

3+ The groups of Triggéﬁhg' and Morenos generally migreted from two

different regions in & eountry where regional values snd ties are very strong.
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The Negro element is generslly, if not from the Southern regions of the devart-
ment of Valle, from either the West Const, including the hupe department of
Ghocdz or from the Northern part of Caucs where there wers large numbers of
slaves on the Payanese (Peonle of Popayéns capitel of coloniel Colombie) heciendas,
The trigugmos,if not from Velle, most of'ten coms from the department of Celdess
to the north, rich with Antionuisn flavor and pride., They may slso come from
more distent deperiments, such es Narific snd Huila,

4,There is e certain smount of hostilily in Puerto Mallarine along waeial
lines, expressed esvecially by the veople of ca¥as and Antioquia, who consider
themselvas much superlor %o the Negro, snd stereotyve them, much es we do here,
as being ignorsnt, incapsble of learning, snd ldzy., One womsn from Caldas
whoas perents were Antioquisn hed perticularly strong recinl orefudices, She
t0ld me that sll Negroes rre stupid, She wenis to move becruse she doss not
like to raise her children in the berrie, "fhe naighbora,\Eboecinlly the moveno s,
are very brutish snd very gross,® she oxvleined,

5. Negroes ususlly sre at the very bottom of the socio-sedonomic sesle and
nost often work in hesvy snd manual labor, ‘his is largely due to their slave
ancestry Which has left them the heritage of wmverty, Prejudice and diserimina-
tion is mores often detefminad by poverty and ‘1s concommitants than color, and
’is more often directsd et low statun them at isce, Some of the most respected
membars of the community sre Negroes, If they gein prestiere through community
serviecs or live "as decent people® {mwerried, roligious, educeting the children,
and with stable income), they are completelv accepted in the berric, Thus,

Melide Vallecidle, the Negrass vice~president (f Aeeibn Comunsl whose grandps rents
had been slaves,is ons of the most liked end recwected menbers of the barrie,

vand iz considered a barrio lesder,
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The vercevtion of prejuiice [from the Negro point of view should bs con-

¥
sidered. fne of my best informents , s Negrees from the Choco, moved from

Bogot:,bacauao she felt thare wss anti-negrn nrejndicy ﬁhar#.. Bagﬂﬁd: high in
the Andern Basin of Cundinemercm, has a lsrge Indien ponuletion, The question
of who 1s the low msn on the totem vole, tha Indian orvtﬁb Negro, is raised
hers., Tt mey be thet whkers there is & high conceni£;tion of Indisnse, prejudice
townrds Negroes will be higher, esnecinlly from t®s group of veople, for they
oan transfar the prejudice traditions1lly exvressed townrds them to the Negro,
{This 18 » orttern éimllﬂr to Negro vrejudice directed sgrinst the Puerto Rican
or Cubsn edduenta in éur big ?nstern'citieso}

She continusd thet ®In Cali, there is no difference between Negroes and
“hites -« they sre the seme,® Yet, she recognized that most Negroge in Cali
were of the "lower or 'bad® clase, Shé seid "A good Nepro, like (herself) was
» Fegro “eon alms blanco® - with m whits soul, She wes plessed thet her
children were all lighter then she, Although she felt thet there wés no
prejudice directed towards Negroes, she valued being white, ssen rs proper,
middle class, and urben, In the questionsire, although most orrents falt
that they would let their children merry Por love, when ssked the ousstion
whether they would permit a mixed marring?, Negroes agreed willingly %o have
their children merry whites, while whites felt wuch wore heaitant towsnrds

letting their children marry Regroes,

Thus 1% seems thstﬁ%hough in most crses (except for prejudice by the
grouv of Antioquisn-Cealdas peodle) prejudice is directed mt low socio~sconomic
stetus rather thén at color, 1t is spoarent that most Negroes frll in this

entegory, And elthough Negroes generally do not feel themselve the objects of



vacinl orejudice in Celi, they pték high valle on whiteness, Resce tor of'ten iz a
sredictor of matrifocal femily pattwrna; low income, unstable and rursl
cceupationa, snd little sducetion, Whether this is due to diserimination
becruse of color, or inrbility 4o escepe tha Culturs of Poverty is difficult to

deterine.

THT WAMILY
Almost 51% of the beayric heads of femiliea ave or heve been merriad,
0f these, 387% are oresently mearried and livine with spouses; over 8% are
widowed, eni 5% ere merried but heve been desaerted or have ssprrated from their
metes, The other 49% have not heen legelly merried, 33% live in é;a unions,
gomodimes ss stsble marriaspes,though more often it 18 a shifting father patiemn
vwhere all childiren either bsar the motherls neme, or esch child is given the
neme of his father, About 11% of the households sre fother-sbsent, Often
these ste extended matrisrchiss of grendmother, deughtera, end their children,
with no men, except for verheps unmevried sons, in the vloture, Abonut 5%
of the househoflds rve not comvosed of families (varents snd children, or »
¢ounle), but of friende, sisters, or comoadwes living together, Many of the
homas are not nuclear, for reldives outside the immedists femily meke family
units extended, This often includes merried sons and deughtars and their
children, or a few prandechiliren. 14% of the Pemilies in the barrie are
axtended.,
MARITAL AND FAMILY 2 TTSRNG
Married but
Byragently marriedl Widowed | Ahandoned Froe Union | Fathsr-Abgsnt |Nonefamil
m&}l" 1535 32 18 128 T &2 21 (5‘85%

(%) 3% B S 11 33% 11% r’?% (100%)

. : o i
\:ﬁ‘,’ a?g ; ‘ </9 v/7°
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Flthough the table gives the imdbression of instability, mother-child ties
rre very stronp, (See Chepter on Cauquites), There is little stigms on 1lli-
gitimate children nlthough there i3 8 opride in heving two nenes, both of father
end mother, Femi}ly vatterns very often follow rmoial lines, s has alreadw
been snid, 2 large vroportion of the Negroes never marry, but liva in feee
unions or with no father in ihe home, The chanter on “auquita'deala extensively
with Negro marriage patternsl

The family is very importent in the life of the resilents of the barrio,
Patch, in"Life in & Callejon = & Study of Urban Disorganizetion®™ * ecalls the
family the integretive force in the lives of the people, It seems to bhe the
me jor integrative and socinlizing forwe in Puerto ﬁillarino also, Although
thers is descernible feeling end sommitment to the community (whieh seems to ne
guite integreted and organized as comvared to neighborhoods in U,3, cities,though
mey be unintegratsd wﬁen comvared to a peasssnt community), the community
nevar can replace the integrative, need-fulfilling, identity-piving capacitiaes
of' the faﬁily. The family im Puerto Mallaiino can confer praafiege on the
vsarenta, in family size, which shows manliness of the fathar, in his being a
good vrovider, in hewing well-=bshsved ¢hildren, rnd in keeving the childr-n
clesn and nestly dressed, The femily, wuch wore then friends or peer group
rQinforcea beshevior, is the source of aid (includes extended families), provides
the vlnymstes, often is the economic unit, and is the source of affection and
comfort, Children usually vlay with brothers and sisters or with cousins rather
than neighbors, Rarely,close frisndshipa between chiliren outside the home
are nermitted to develoop, The pear groun, so imnortant in the U/S, socisliza-
tion process , whi;h'becomos the group of identifieation and loyslty, heddly
has the opportunity to develop , at lerst emong children, Women ere ensoursged
to stay in the home, Men are the only ones (in the white-mestizo culture)

* Richerd Patch, "Life in » Callejon = 4 Study of Urben Disorgenizetion,”

Am, Unhiv, Fleld Staff Revorts, West Corat S,A, ser iss, Vol,
ViiI, #, June, '61,
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who really may cultivete friendshisg. In the Negro~culture complex, women nlso
mrke friends, Adolescent school zirls and school boys may have companions of the
seme sex/ Thus, the femily in Puertc Mallarino is slmost the sole sgant of
gocinlization ant is *he sent of loyslty énd identificntion,

Yot, &3 the data suppests, and Petoh slsc “ound, the relationship of
verents and children hes often besn repleBed by & relstionship betwesn mother
and her children, in the urbsnizstion process, In the “egro culture complex,
however, this imvortance of the mother im not new or peeulinr to the city,
ag we have sesn, The strength and significance of the mother-child ties was
shown in essays I had the fourth sand £ifth graders write, One of the toples
they could choose was "Describe the person you admire most," I expected
descriptions of heroes such ez Kennady or Camilo Torres, & Colombisn revolutionary
orisat, OFf the 19 who chose this tovle, 17 were on "My Mother,"” A1l 17 said
very much the seme thing ~"3he geve me 1ife, she suffers and sacrifices for
me, she cenforts me, she helps wme when I sm in trouble,® The similervity of
response =nd wording indicetes the imvortence of the mother, but elsc suggestis
some common learning experisence, I imegine that the church, through cetechism
c¢lesses, teschos the child how the mother suffars for her children, It seemad
in the esscys that shs i3 slmost ths Medonna }ncarnnte.

Child Reaving
NDiseipline and ¢hild reering c¢en be almost broken down to the two cultursi
groups, The Negroes sve more liberal and ovenly affectionnlte with thedy
c¢hildren, while in the white-mestizo comolex, parents insist on vropriety
snd are more gtrict, Children sare mede to bbay, Disobediénco is not tolersted,
nor is lekiness, The father usurlly diséiplineé the older children, espseislly
sons, whlle the mother, more often younger childreﬁ or @aughtsrs. Beth use

corporal punishment, The fether of'ten usges » belt or stren, the mother mors dﬁkn
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usses a8 rove or her hend, Both bent or slap! not only on the buttocks, but

ell over the body, Sheming is also commrnly used , Buni shment is premtest
for disobedience end laziness, ‘hen one of the 1itile boys in my family

hid under the bed in order not to heve to take breskfest to his brothers st
school, his mother best him severely ., Fights between sibblings ususlly bring
scoldings or & few sheayp slerog, Older brothers #ni siaters rre exvected to
care for younger sibblinga, end their suthority is seldom disputed, They slso
are sxnected to sssume much of the responsibility in running the house,

The Q=y=ar old pirl in my family mede beds, sweot the floor two or three
times daily, washed most of the dishes, ren errands, weshed clothes, end even
ecould iron quite well, She alsc took slmost full charge of the babhy when her
mother wng bhusy, liftine the chubby little twe yesxr old to the dreain of the
woash tub end bething her with sll the sirength her own smell body could muster,
Tt 4id not seem strange to her thet she did so much = she simnly meccepted

her choras as vert of 1life,

The berby in the femily ususlly pets lsvish ettention sni affastion until
the next child is born, TLittle Yolenda was her father's joy., She could
hardly weit for him to cnme home and slweys gmreeted him with joyous shouts of
"mi pao;: wmt pnpé: mi pnﬁgaq His sffection for her was never disputed, The
other children accevted her position with.no spoarsnt jeslousy, She wes the
only one who would get hites of food Srom her father's plste, which he seemed
to relish shsrine with her, The home in Puerto Msllsrino does not genernlly
center on the child's olemsure, ss in the United Stetes, but on the overation
of the housshold aid on weking & living,

There 1s & strong differentistion between the sexss from esrly infaney
on, Little sirls anre alwrys cover=d, slways tesught to be modest, docile, snd
obedient, though this is moreso in the white-mestizo complex, Little hoys

mey go naked until 5 or § (ususlly in the Negro culture complex) snd are
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vermitted to be coeky »and bold snd even bosa theiy sisters eround gome in both
groups, Older boys msy even bogs their mothars, who tolerste their sons!
suthority with a bit of humor, Velues in the triguefo group are thet women
be homebodies, virtuous, hard-working, end submissive, never questioning the
huabend’ s suthority or right to have meny affeirs snd sven mistresses on the
side, This has been reinforced, I believe, by the anti-divorce lews of Colom-
bie end the near imposelibility of suonorting oneself without s husbend or
of finding another, For the 'hite-mestizo comolex, it is » men's world, Wegro
women are aquite different and are the virtual ruler s of the roost,

The big events in & child'as 1ife sre centevsd on relisious ceremonies
and on woing %o adhooi. Baptism of the infent and the first Holy Communion
bring two sets of godoerrents, (See chepter on Church), The child from sn
early nge i3 integrated into ths funciloning of the household, lesmming to
do simple tsska, ond leter tsking grester resvonsibilities, School is an
esecrve from the tedium of dsily 1life, Most children have very few vlaythings,
Yet they sre imeginative et their olay,ond pretend to be sdults, perents,
or teachers. 2 palm frond vrovides gmrest diversion, end the children use it
to pull each other ebout on, to tesse erch .cther with, and to tear into
pisces for money, A box or & stick could onrovide houra of play, Yet their
envirorment is limlited, They ney n»lay outside ths door in the street in
fromt of the house, or in the patio in the basck yrrd, but very rarely see
beyond their own neighborhood, Even taking the children for s walk scross
the bridge or doing exercises with them in the oeark wes a big event in
their lives, One 1ittle e¢irl who had periicipeted in the exercises came up to
we nfterwsrds and said, "Oh, Miss Nora, it wes so richi" Children ere very

concerned ahout food, and often thelr vlsy expresses orsoccupation with theid
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hunger. They vretend to ent all menner of moodies, Bits of c¢rndy or other
tracrts are jeslously coveted, and only sometimes shared,

Teen=~me bogs heve a good demsl of freedom., They ususlly must help their
fathers in his job or find & Jjob for themselves, but control is graduelly
loosened, Young boys often smther on thes street cornsrs for gemes of marbles,
or pley soccer in the field to the west of the berrioc, Young girls, in the
triguoﬁﬁ culture rarely cem lesve the houase , axceot for ehurch or -sbbool,
They become concerned with their aprnesrymnce st about 14 end begin to think
about getting merried., Psrents wstch the girls very cerefully for fear thet
they should lose their virginity. Young Negro pirle may go to the dsncesa
in Juenchito in grouns where they never smile et the boys thay:dance with
but remesin shsolutely seriocus, Usumlly if the family is metrievechel end
there is no father in the home, the pirls begin to heve sex exveriences at about
15 or 16 snd usunlly become mothers shorily after, No sheme is felt in some
homss, Some young sirls who are bearing illigitimerte children try teo hide
their vrepnsncy by weing bindings over the helly, Parentsg who are guarding
thelr deughters thrg sten them that they will not be zble to get merried
if they ere not virgine, One 1l3=yesy old bride told me that bafore the merriage,
the doctor examines the girl st the clinié to see if she is a "senorita” or
not, If she is not a ¥irgin, she will not be sllowed 4o merry,

The eonrtshiv varies with the origin of the family., People from Osldes
try very hard to keep their daughters pure snd supervise every asvect of the
courtshin, They view Cali as & ginful plece wheve girle will go out even
unchaperoned, or o#an live with their boyfriends without getting msrried,

One mother told me thet she plenmed %o vut her deupghter in a convent when she

grew up until she wos of the sge to merry, snd then would find s suitable mete
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for haer,

Children ers never told mbout sex, Yot they sve quite sophistocsted,
The 11 yenryold boy in my femily pointed out his father with "la vieja," his
miatress, and joked with me about it, Yet innocence is highly velued and
perenta trv to kesp their children from knowing the facts of life, quite dif-
floult when a1l are sleeving in the same bedroom! When two thirteen yser old
girle asved me yhether the stork brings hebies, I was nuite imoressed witﬁ
the extent to which 4this value wes esrried, They wers not even awere that
woﬁen carried heblee and were surorized to lemrn that the srowing bellies of
the brrrio women meant that they were oregment,

Menstruation usually comes - unknown %o the girl snd is very frightening
to.herz The mother only tells the child afiter the first fright, thet is nomeil,
thrt 1t is the curse of women, snd that she must not bethe when she has her
voriods, The women use "toslitas’, or fnrlded rags which they was frequently,
and a:é just beginning to know senitsry navkins, The yodng girl who hgd
gotteﬁ merried the month before hnd not even hed her veriod until after hgr
warriege. She ex»lained that her hushend hed t§ reétrnin himself, beeﬁuag

if he had hed intercourse with her before hdrfirgffueried, she would be in-

fertile, ﬁbmen aie aupnoged to submit to ths émbraees ofvthéir hushends
only out of duty. Yet, ik chetting with them, they confessed thet they
reallj enjoyed sax, but could not let tﬁair hgbands know,

fhe marringe bed is saéred People do not want others %o it on it,
My littls friend told me ebout & cousin of hers who movarently is 2 leshisn,
She sleer with, roes out with, shops, cook%w*th, snd loves eanother girl .

"They won't let anyone sf? on theiv bed either,®
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Moaf women of the Tfigueno culture have their babises in ths Nevnriment
h&spitﬁl. Meny of the Negressas nre sided in their homes by @ Comedrona or
midwife. After the bhirth of the baby, & olratic binding skirt 18 uaad %o
3unaort the stomach snd keeu it from orntwuding.

Thero is o oreoccuontion with danth,but 8 comnleta scceotanco of 14,
Children tr¥e denth very nerturally ani with alvmost morhid fac*nation, des-
eribing in gory deteil sll the horrors of an accident or a suicide thet they
had witnessed or.heafd about, The atory iﬁarﬁvea aach'tiéa‘it-is told end the
childrnn nevar seem to tire of telking sbout it, Philaren renct to the
death of animals with no tears oy sorrow, Yhen two of the 1ittle ducklings
died in my femily, the childran ~uite dadisticallvy cnrried the 1little corpsen
around by oné fort, threw them ageinet the wall; played with the eyes, end
out them on thg mqther duck’s baek which she dislodged’in‘her 1ittle vool,
Lster, they burried them in tﬁe bagk yerd , but with aéparent pleasure, ss if

this were 2 good diversion in a normally boring routine,

BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS

Lower clpses psople 4n Colombin ars generally superetitlousd snd heve beliefs

in supernoiursl fqrces, whether they are rural people or urban veople, It zoems
 that the poorer the fémilies are, the more they are prone to these beliefs,

Among fhe'commnn beliefs in Puerto Mallarino'ia'tﬁe belief in mel aire,

or bad night nir; This belief is shered even by peovle of middle snd upver clesses
theotigh out Oolombié, fMy family would not go out in the beck patio efter dark
begeuse of thélmél.ﬁirés and the spirits who visited there at night, Conse-

quently, dishes were 1eft unweshed until morning, the toilet was not used (a

chember pot served the house at night), end I wes sevaraly scolded for teking
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g shower after darﬁ; Cne kmowa he is suffering from the effegts of mal eires
if he becomes organically wesk, snd if he feels faint at any time. “rippes
are very dangerous becsuse they wenken the system and make one prone to
suffer from mel aires,

Another popular belief is the belief in hots and colds, spplied especially
to foods, cures for disease, end Bathing or weshing (For informstion on these

belief's, see People of Aritsma, by the Riechel -Molmetoffs,), People rich and

poor hold handksrchiefs ofer their mouths when lesving e movie thester or a
warm homes at night, because the cold #resh eir outside is too much of a sheck
to the body which hss bgen accustomed to the werm eir inside, Grippes and colds
result from this too sudden change, By holding e hendkerchief over the mouth
aid nose, the body becomes slowlﬁ ascecustomed to the fresh sir,

Another evidenge of thiad belief occured when I crme in the house over-
herted snd washed uwy hands %o clean of £ the dust, Rosslbae, the mother,
immedietely hended me a towel and told me that I must not ever put my hands
in cold water efter bsing overhested until I had rested o while, ..Z)ipping
my hands in the c¢old when I wsa overhealed wes 2 shoek to my system sand pains

and swellings would result,

K¢ Par as food goss, there seems to be 1ittle logic in why some foods
sre hot and othersz are gold, The best oxplanation I hesrd wns from a Negro
who sxplained thet cold foodsg are fresh foods, or foods coming from fresh
products, such 28 orsnge or lemon julce, It is very bad to teks these cold
foods when overheated, hs told me, Hot foods arve foods coming from things
high in celories, like mert or feta, Alsc, foods coming from bodies of watsr
must be hot foods since the enimal hes to Ye very warm to combast the cold

of the water (fish, shrimo,etc,) The two rules (fresh foocds = coldysnd highe
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calorie foods = hot) eonflict when it comes to oils., Plent oils, like pesnut or
goyn are cold, as they nre fresh, Animel fats sre hot, Both heve the some
amount of calories, Often smimal fats are used on disloeated bones or sore
muacles ra heat trentments, particularly fish olle which sre especislly hot,
Uses of hot or ccld foods for trestment of,or avoldence during illnesses is

seen in the preceeding peragraphsa,

Rosalba had s miscarrispe at six months which she stiributed to the effects
of colde, or frics o She knew the baby had died inside for o week before she
misearried, for it had stopped moving and she hed stooped growing, "The child
was slready cold," The dey she misearried, she got very sieck, for hsr husband®s
brother hoed died that day snd they brought his body to the house, Appsrently,
the two "frios" (the cold haby, ehd the dead men) working together mede her
mortally 111 and csused haer to miséarryg

There are mony beliefs in the megical »owers and curing powsrs of ecertain
herbs, The gé&i£§, as we have alveady said, is an epivhytic plent which is
renerelly hung over th§ doorway for good luck, Belief in the power of mint

(hierba buens ) brefed as a tea 8s & cure-nrll for stomach aches is populer, A1l

manner of other strange herbs snd seads, us ally purchesed from a curanderc or
m herb sovecirlist,are used for curss, Ofien these are put in rum, probably as

strong a cure ss the seed or leaves, The éasd Tusrce Mndres is used to sterilize

women, It i3 pulverizad snd dyunk in sugerecens rum, 3 meglc seeds, the cHudur

de Csgtilla, Chudur de Psja, =nd the Taghi, avre used %o cure the evil eys, Thess

are ground end drunk in water by the sick c¢hild, To ward off the evil eye,

gome of these seeds mey be worn sbout the neck or evm, The cabalongo and

[
ajencible sara greted end bolled to curs erilepties., Aipio de p?ramo
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gserves a3 a dleuretiec, Alecachofn, drunk rs & tes, is good for Aisensss of the
liver. Malembo cures rheumetiem, seirtice ond other peins if dyunk in agunr-
diente or rubbed over the affeced parts. Osréna seeds nre used to cure styes,

as afe hard boilded sggs. The seed ig placed in the wmbilical of the effected
individusl, The hayd bolled egg fs cut in helf snd eslso pleced over the umbiliecal,
Arnica is used to slleviate bruises nnd teke down swellings, snd also eurss
intestionel tumors, It is.taken in sguardiente or i2 applied with compresses

on the affseted part, The bark of the Crscerrills, the source of quinine, is

grated and put in epusvrdiente %o curs mslaris, Serssvarille grande, or China-
root curee blood, ufinary diseases, and golie, I% is cut in pieeces ond drunk
in wetor, Ojg_gg_ggég_;cures liver end blood disesses end diarrbea, ¥ leaf is
put in s liter of water and the bitter solution is drunk, *

Belief in witel craft and the evil eye are also strongs A few women in
the barvio are believed %o be witches, It seems that only women have this
power, Usurlly they bewitech & disloysl lovdy Heceuse they are jeslous or hurt.
They %torment him while he is eslesv, pulling down the covers and polring st
him, A man can nrotect himself from the witches by wearing his undershorts
backwrrds at nicht, or by placing Blneedles on 8 single thréad un&er Bis mettress,
One man explained thet in modern tinmes there)is not so mueh of this, But in
the time of his father, there were manv eames of witbhereft, For exemple,
his fnther wes quite s lover of women in the town of ?uortq Tejeda, He lived
with one womsn and wes sseing another, The women he lived with told him he
better not ro to a dance fer which he had srranced f tfyst with this other
girlfriend, He gaid %of crurse not,? aﬁd mads some exeuse thet Be had 20 leave
on some businees eorrend, Yalkling through the neighboring favms, as there

were no roads in this ers, he encountered s whiie horse on the path, and as

Re TRTeFaa Lion abont the herbs comea frow an old vendsy who prides
himself on being & herhologist, He sells his seeds and leaves at the narket

in the eentral square of Puertc Tejsds, T#\es'e arve the L\e’rhs Cowmgnelii
used 1w He G- reJion eS,?eam/ly a.moféqﬂ‘e A/,eq;koek
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he was anxious to arrive st the dence, mounted it, snd riding, riding could
hear the sound of the danece music, hut never errived at it, Next day he awoke,
mounted on & tree tyunk, I{ wes n case of witcherafi. The women he lived with
had bewitched him out of jeslousy,

Most barrio membars, when ssked whether they bslisved in witches, flatly den-
jed it, Yet sfter I told them s few stories I had heard and seid I almost
helieved them, they ovened up and told me of e¢ases where their frisnds or rela-
tives hed besn bewitched. Knowing thet to believe in witches was eonsidered
brekwards, they tried te cover thelr own belief in witches by telling of someone
slse's experience,

Baliefs in mel de ojo, the evil eye, were mors cpen, Seversl people opsnly
confessed to have been vietim of this kind of megic or %o have childran who
had been mede 1ll by this fores, The evil eve is csused by the "electrie"
or "megnetiec"” “orce exertsd by the eyes of some psople, If you lock & psrson
in the eys snd have to turn aswsy, they have this eleeiric force, BEvil eye slmost
elways affects children only under the sge of 5 or §, It casuses stomech
vain, dzkrhea and vomiting, end in mosi sovers enses, the rurturéhg of the
spleen, The evil eye generslly ceours when s person with the powerful eye
admives a cute 1ittle child, One Wegress told me that two of her c¢hildran
"hed died of the evil eye, Her 1% month old daughter wore an emilet about
her neck and e little bracelet of magic seeds to ward off the Qjlo, I acecompanied
her and the child to the gelerfa whers she sold chickens. One of her cronies
was sitting ecross=legged on the sirset oulside the mesrket -with her oranges
piled on s sack in front of her, smoking 2 cigsr, She took the baby in her
arms and slapped it soundly thra§ times on the lees, meking it ery, Then she
cuddled it, fondled it, end ovleysd with it. The child"s mother told me that

this Senora knew she hrd the power to glve the awil eys and one of the ways to
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break the spell is by mesking thse child eryQ Usually this is done by slepping
it three time on the soles of the feet or the legs, (The number 3 soparently
has megic nowsra in this beliefy) PAnother way of bresking the spell is to
put » bit of the salive of the powerful-eyed verson behind the child'a ear,

The way to tell if a child hes the evil eye snd not some other stomech
ailment is to place its feet together and exsmine the big toes, If the big
toe on one foot is larger then the big tos on the other, the child has béon
bewlitched by the evil eye, Usually this demsnds s cure from the witch do&tor
in 8 series of three visits. He gives the child mspgic herbs snd mutters
prayers and incantsiions whieh curs the beby,

Thege are probebly the mein beliefs snd auperatitions. There afe algo
beliefs in ghosts, monsters, nnd other aparitions, sometimes used ss s threst to
nake neughty children behave, The veople recognize some of these beliefs as
backwards, snd hey to deny them, Yet they still are very resl t§ the poor,
s people gain in stetus snd wellfith, they try %o cast aside these primitive
belief's, Nevertheless, some versist snd are ewven & part of the Colombian
upper c¢lnas culture, espscislly bal@efb in mal aire and hots end colds,

T am told that when a c¢hild ie sick and all medienl hsalp seems to fail, even
an upper clsss family will bring their child to a curendero, It scmetimes

works?



ECONCMIC ASPECTS OF THE BARRIO

About 29% of the populstion (according to the 48% semple of 1526 people in
Puseritc Mallering propex)have jc™s. 77% of these workers are male, The gverage
vage for men ia 23,7 peéoa a da,y or $1,30 U8, currency (@iguring 18,5 per ~ to
the dollar), Twenty three percent of the workers were women, froqmtly -+ hex |
urmairied Hmen mppqrbing illegitimate children or young girls working belore
they marry, The everage wage for women is considerably less than that for men -
14T peaos'daily (about $.80 U,8.)e The oversll average vage for the ‘ba_:r;o i3
about 22 pesos daily. This ewourt (sbout §1.20) wiil buy 4% pounds of siew
neat at 5 pesoﬁ a pound, two pa;irs of ¢ ehildrezz“s shows, enough ipe:pamai‘@?e
cotton cloth for two simpie dvsemes, or sbout enow; food to feed e;ma-; four
people (accoxding to the Oficic de Plansscion which aﬁ:im‘ces v6 pesos. deily as

the minimm expenditure ne;ceasé:r:y to feed one perscn), although the size of the
average femily im Puerto Mallawino is closer to six and food i§ far :r:gqm t&zg
only expense, Eé‘.’f 0f»i:he average dey's wages will buy twelve peniciliin sablete
(there is no sui sidized medicine for the poor), Aboud 3& days® wages Aw,ill cover
one monthis mﬁx‘i:a 22 pesos will buy two 2" X 6" bewns for a new house, or one
sheet, or gix plates,

Agriculturvel workers hold low status ia the baurioj yet their position is
looked upah gompwhat ambivalemlyg for they can alweys get fopdo Although the
average wage pe” perscn is vexry low in terms of buying power, often them_ is more
than ons worker per family, end vonsequently the accual f‘amily income may b2 cone
siderably highe~, Most of the vary low wages are : arned ‘by children or aporentices,
for there ip a definite coxrelation between age aud income, To supplement in-
comes and cut down the fosd bill as well, the femi!v may have a few chickeans ox

ducks whose egg: are usually s01d rather them weed for femily consumption and
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mﬁziohlierventuany eaten when old and tough, They may also plant a corn or vege-
table petch and a few fiult trees, Theve are also a few unemployed people, but
most meanage to find some job howsver umstable, However, the real wmemployient

is far greater than the sppearance for there are p large number of workers with
temporaxy work of "suelds eventual® (no fived income), Also, undervemployent is
high, making for very low salaries, as well s meking the employment piotu e
falsely bright, Although the barrio membors msy be working, they ave mot working
enough « their rescurces ara unot being ué@dg Often this resulta from tcx: ilerga

a labor supply. | , .

The ’ba.rr:lo generally awalkens between 4330 and 5 A, and workers leav: fox
work by aix after a cup of coffee or "aguapanele" (a drink of unrefined suzer),
though bus drivers start thelr routes by 4130, School begins at T AM. snl the
noise level by this hour is already very high, The wozker usually worke f-om
T AM. to 12 nooix; comes home for lunch or has his wife or young son deliv:r his
lunch at his job, and returns in the evening arcund 53130 or 63 ﬁia days e e
iong and his w;mks are algo, for he must usually work Ssturdays or at leas:
half-days on Satuvday, Unlezs he workd in the bareio, he takes the bus t¢ wori
wvhich costs 30 centavos {about 1% ceats) eech way. It is & time-consuming and
arduous trip, winding through dirt streets of the Fourth Eispa of Barrio Alfonso
Lopez, and meking & loop of the downtown ssction of the city, Often over an hour
is spent in going each way, ususlly precariously clutching a pole in the crowled
and lurchiung bus,

The largest proportion of employed men ave cbreros (workera), who wor: dr
factories meking beer or soft dvinks, machinery; febries, cement or bricks, or in
food or sugar processing plante, This group may also work for the city ox
building erews or street ocomstruction or wepailr,

The traditionsl bewrdio occupation of sand digging has the next largest
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number of workers, The sand diggers go cub A:in the river in small boats, d .ve
into the water with buckets end haul them wp full of send, These ave dumpwd
into the boat which is shovelled out im piles on shore when full, Other occups~
tions in the barrie include the bamboo workers who haul the bamboo out of “he
river, stack it or split it, and sell it for building material, Thers are alsc
local crafismen much as shoemskersg, wet mekevs, teilors, aad seamstresses 'ad o
few fishermen, Opersting & swall store or gniosco (davse or drinking hall is
snother barrio aemxpatioizo

Workers im comstruction include brick lsyevs, buildevrs, and xtaintérau Trrnge
portation workers includs truck and bus dvivers, chauffeurs, texi drivers, and
railroaders., The cralt workers, as we have said above, often work in the Tarxio
in a small shop in the coxmer of a living room, end may be cebinet mekers, shoovw
makers, seanstresses, or potiters, Agricultursl workers include those who vork
their own smell fincas, can ocuiters for unearby large heciendas, or workers in
sugey processing planits, The wendovs hawk cendy, Drult, magezines, and ei;aveites
on Call street comners, as do ldttery ticket salesmen, A few men sell goota ab
the central market oy ﬁal”".;@xf:fa@ though more women Irom Puerto Mallavine eliim
this ocoupation.

The caxt drivers usually have a tirved horge to pull their loads, Caxgo
carriers push or pull huge losds by their own muscle power in little caris, ox
somstimes deliver goods on specially comstructed bicyeles, The negociante: and
commevciantea are petty businessmen. Tinderillos (shymters) have generally had
a somewhst greater amount of education tham most of their peers and know tia
bureavcratic ropes, These men will do the diwty work of standing in line isr &
sigonature, rumning from office o office, or helping wade through legal red taps,
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Average wages per occcupation auong men aves

OCCUPATION # In Ssmple Per
Occupation With VWeges Average Wage Bange of Veson

Ourercs Given/}%?ok/w e M1§2 Séﬁ FHce) P"?—-’?@"
Send Diggers 59/59 25,80 1040
Construotion a2f45 24,70 1045
Transporiation 44/44 26,80 12400
Crafts 26/26 28,85 1060
Mechanics ' 23/24 22,00 5] OC
Agriculture 22/24 17,10 10-28
Butchers, Tiendas 22/23 35,80 15=100
Street Vendors, Lottery 22f22 12,50 530
Geleria '
Hessengers, cevh ' 18/18 ' 11,80 430
pullers and drivevs
Small businessmen, 18/19 24,90 10=50
Shysters ' '
Assistants in sales, 14/14 18,80 €25
Stores '
Police and watchmen 7/8 | 23,60 2025
Bamboo and Wood 8/8 29,75 15-70
Cooks, Millers, 7/7 : 21,00 1050
Balters ‘
Shoeshine, Waiter, 5/6 27.60 1835
Baxrber . )
Electrician 3/4 25,00 1540
Fishing 3/3 ’ 16,70 10=30
Mining 2/2 | 35,00 3040
Custom®s Clexi 1/ 45,00 45
Teacher Wk 40,00 40

447}457 10,584,85 4=100

The wage earmed iz not necessorily an indicsation to status, TFor examile,
the obrero (average wage 22,60 pesos) has o mwuch higher status than the sard
digger vhose average wage i3, according o the sample, 25,70 pesos, It seems
that jobe that requirve heavy labor or muscle power or with very umstable incomes

are considered lower status by berrio wresidents, These ococupstions include cext



punam; send diggers, agricultere, banmbuo workers, messengers, lottery salesmen,
vendors and boot blacks,

High etatus is granited to those occtupations vhich require education avd
skill, or to those jobs in which s men is his own boss, Those jobs with high
incomes are also valued, The teasher, the cusitoms clexk, policemen and walche
men, electricians, mechanies, store ouners, shysters and small businessmen [if
‘good providers) are ascorded higher status, Although in general, jobe witk
stable incomes are wore highly valued, and jobs with wore unstsble incomes ave
not viewed as desireable, amother factor entews heve which may tend to modify
these valuss - ‘being one’s own boss or having independence, Stability of vage,
however, gemerally iz guerantesd by worlting for an employsr at o fixed rate,
while .tha man vwho is his own boss must seffer from an dmstable ineome, Im
talking %o berric residents and ssking what ocoupation they would most highiy
desirve, the answer was often 10 "pomer un negoecito” (et up & litile business).

Jobs 4w which soclal benefits such as fres medicine and medical attention,
lunches, overtime pa'yg‘ loans ow credit, and upon vexry wave ocoasions, the porecqal
use of a truck or cay were also loocked upon as very favorable, These benefits
were ummlly obtained for the workers throush gggdmmw or labor wnions in such
ocoupations as twuck drivers, some facitory workers, and mumicipal workers,

Men of the Mastizo-white oulture complex do not generally want thelr wives
to work outside the home =s this would lower their status and woumd thelr pride
in being a good provider, However, chiiél*@n over 15, especially ascns, are xe
pected to work and eontribute their ﬁ@l@i@ﬁ to the .i‘amilyo In the Negro cilture
complex, often both the woman and hewr hushend (more often s,comga?am) will worl,
for this insures her imdependence snd o ssuurity for her children if the men
desexts her or fails to provide, Ila futher-absent homes and in matrifooal-ahif i

ing father patiterns, the mother slmest alwsys works and provides for her childrea
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wnless she is supported by elrveady-grown RONE, expecting very little or no
support from the father (or fothers) of her childven, Mervied women im boih
culture groups, althgugh not usvally working outside the home, mey supplemont

the family income without dameging their husignd's veputatién by teling inm
seving, or by ruming a.> small tienda, perhape selling breads, soft drinks, and
beer from her home, Many women in the barrio khave Just such little businesses,
The fenily I lived with made popzicles to zell %o tha school children at r:3cess,
bringing in one or two extras pescs each dé;f;@ The oldest dsughter (aime years old)
was responsiblé for this emterprise, and each evening she would squash coconut
meat or fruit in her grubby little hands, sweeten i%, add water, amd pouxr it

into little metel molds (probebly unweshed from the last use), put in sticis,

and gently set them in the freezing comparitment of their prize green refrijeraior
whick stood in the most obvious spot in the living voom, The next moraing ai
9230 when the boys had recess, she would rum escvoss the square te the schosl and

sell hey popsicles to the lucky childven snd tcachers who had a few centavis,

Women'e Ocoupations

Wowen axe uguslly smployed iz services and merketing if they work outiide
the home, The largest proporiticm of these ave maide and laundresses who o ien
take leundey to their homes o wash it in c}:t:’ﬂer to stay with their children,
Resellexrs in the @gez{a meke weekly or biweekly trips to nearby towns or their
hosa towns, such as Puerto Tejada, and buy produce at lower prices o make mmall
profite on in the main mavrket of Cali, T_he paws shop here plays an importomt
part for it i8 glwost the only source of crsdit ox capital svailable to the poor,
For example, ome Negress from the barrio who sells chickens in the gelleris lezves
_}mr ironm amd‘pmamm cooker in & pawn shop sach Veduesday moxrding, cocllecis
about 20 pesos, end with her infant ééug%ﬁ:@r under her arm, takes the bus o

Puerto Tejeda. Ske buys hems raised in the countxl from femily and friend:
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(tradition bas it that coumiyy-grown chickems taste fuch better than those
reised in ineubstors), snd returns to sell them at & small profit which sho
immediately uses t¢ reclaim her pot and ixvon,

Some women work in factories, others help their husbands run stores cb
nanage o small tiemds in thelr home, and o few work in sgriomniture, There are
a few beauticians, However, the second lavgest group of working women (afew
maids) work in their own homes s seamatiressas, sewing for other barrio meibers
end their ouwn families, Cloth is muck chesper than ready-made clothing and
these women charge very little for thedr work, There seem to bs mors wome:n gei-
ting into middle class oec@aﬁem then men, especially in teaching and ag 86CIe-
taries, T@aching is viewed as a stable uvccupation with desirsble weges anl a

road to upwaré wobility, Weges for women ave:

# in Sample With In Pesos, Renge of Pesos
Occupation Wages Civen/Wot Given Average Wage Per Day
Maids 18/21 9,20 315
Sesmstresses 18/20 18,45 - 10-30
Washing and Ivoning 17/17 13,50 1030
Galleria, Maxketing 16/16 15,95 1030
and Vending
Obrers 10/12 16,20 5e30
Tiendas 5/6 , 17,00 1228
Agriculture 3 20 1525
Beauty Shop 2 12 - 12
Secretaries 2 23,70 17,4030
Teachewss 2 8 6-10
Furses® Aid S o 10

4%/10 1420 3-30
Maxketing

Thera is no major market in Puerto Mallawine, To buy frults, vegetabl es,
or weat at warket prices requires s twrip fo the Gallevis in Cali, no small
undertaking for mothers wilth several smell childwven and no sseriants, In
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addition, it de alfmst impossible for barrio members to buy in large encugh
quantities to make the trip woxrthwhile, f@r they raxely have a sum large eiocugh
%o do s0, Comsequently, most families must content themselves with buying
enough for the dey's needs or have the working husbands pick up a few fruiis
and vegetables, Irom the numerous smell tiendas in the barrio, they buy e few
plentains, yucea zooh, wice, some beens, and a few volls each day at prices
double what they would be im the city. Medicine at the local drugsitore slic
costa about twice as much as im the ¢ity if it is available at all, for many
times I was unable o evem obizmin such sgimpls preparations as aspirin er cough
drops.

Tas sumber of these small tiendes is inersdible, Among the 14 houses on
one side of the Plsza there were three mmall food stores {ome at each cormux
and one sbout im the middle of the block), 2 homes which capitalized om thoir
refrigerator (my fanily was one of these) selling soft drinks or popesicles onme
ledy vho made emvvelitos (meat-poiato snd sauce wrapped up im corn dough and decp
fried) and tamsles (layers of corm peste, meal, potatoes and onions steamed im
banena leaves), & girl who had a small beauty shop in back of her father's
grocery stors, and ome teilor shop, On the siveet which faced the plaza across
from the school end church were 6 houses, 5 of which were smsll shops, imciuding
two food tiemdss, one teilor shop, one scomstress, and a tiny dry goods and
clothing shop,

The typical food store combtained soft drinks end beer, cigarettes, ca: ;dies;
rools and arepas (corn paste bLisecuits), rice, elgs, beans, flowr, sugar, pcrhaps
some meal, coffee, stacks of penels (brown or raw sugar eakaa).; perhaps a few
tomatoes ox other fruite sad Wg@'i:a‘ble.e'g laundry scap, and perhaps powderel or
fresh (but too often unpesiteurized) milk, A few of the stoves sold nothing bui
fruit or plamtaing, Others were small baér halls vhere people could sometimes

dance, Although the streets describsd sre on the Pleza, and therefore probaebly
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wore commercisl than others, thers were several mmall shops on every street,

Ag we have already stated, pricea were steep in these small stores, for
shopkeepers, buying at urban retail market prices, had to raise prices considers
ably to profit, I% seems that the poor amust pay more for everything, Ther do
not buy inm economical quaniities or im divect market situations, This kind of
marketing produces no wealth, for the poor 1live off each other, the egg meschant
Yaying his bread zexoss the street and the baker buying am egg from his neighbor
with the chickens, |

Savings and Enteviainment

Very few families wewe able 0 save much of their income and if there were
any extre peymies, they generally wemi into some badly needed repair on the
house, shoes for the children, or perhspz a fiesta for the first Commwnion of
a child, It might even go to the purchase of a jotiery ticket and the chauce
to win a much greater m if one is lucky., Although barrio residents have very
little, generosity 'is highly velued avd s mesdy neighbor will gemerally be fed
if there is amy food left over, This sxiends o men buying drinks for each
other at the loeal bars which ave uswally well-frequented, to throwing & b g
fiesta and even goiag intoe debi to provide eumough food and drink especially fox
weddings and Commmions, GCenerosity is e means to obltain prestige, He whe is
gené:mus in contributing -m the church, who ecutertains his Mends-wellgj and whio
ghared with the needy is looked upon with respect and mey gein a position ¢f
responsibility in the barrio, espseially in Aceidn Commupal (commmity action

organization), Parvents will often choose gudparsnte for their childrem whe are
reputed to be gemerous, for it is wise %o have cowpadres who will help in time
of crisis, |

Intertainment was often separate for the msn and vomen, Some of the men

enjoyed cock fightingg The younger men and boys played soccer in the'opén field
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to the west of the baxrio, The men went dwvinking with their eronies im the

loeel quiggeos and beew halls, "fue a la celle" (went street walking - thers were
several houges of illére:gute in the barric as well as meny unattached women looke
ing for a good time), or went dsncing in the dance halls in Juenchito scrcss the
river, Although wives might be awaxe of their husbands® goings-on, they pre-
tended not %o know, foaring that if they complained, the children might suffer,
and they would mot be given fool monsy, and besmides, that it was voman's fale

to suffer at the hends of men, It seswed to me that women itruly had very few
rights - theiw attitudes were not wm~founded,

Entertaiument for womsn was limited to @wnmg chats outside the door
stoop with neighbors in the white-mestizo complex, Vomen could work together
%o eellect mﬁsy for the Ciwrch by selling gggv anadas (meat and potato filled
p fr:;i;ed pastries) and sauseges in the Church gulosco (stand) ox aceompanying the
Virgin' from the alter to the bridge on Sunday afierncon where passers-by could
pin money to her 2690 to help repair the sagging church xoof, T}m church #as
ﬁomaﬁima tke only place a young wnmarried girl could go slone dMeng & fev of
the stz;icte;' families, Idiemess was mot admired or allowed in women aud even
when the lady of the house sat on her stoop im the eveming, it was uswally with
2 sock to mend or mneedlework, Women did enjoy listening to the radio whils thoy
carried on the daily activities, usuelly to eoap operas and popular music,

Unmarried Negresses often got together im 1ittle drinking snd pipe-smolking
circles and would aew@amy each other (for morsl support) to dances afier which
they would go off with the men they met dancing if they felt so inclined, It
vas o taclt agreement emomg the ladies that thers was no obligatien to ster to-
gether if they proferved mele mmpm%yov

Femily entertaiument usuplly consisted of {taking a walk or perhaps going
for 2 plenic and swim at the oity park, Parents (espescially fathers) gemerally
fevored the youngest child and would teke only the adorably dressed-up baby on
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s Sumday outing if funds were iimited, Children were allowed to watch the
v,5; Mformation Agenoy £ilms shown in the baxrio on Vednesday nigm; or could
play in the "psrque infantil,” a children's perk made by the Americsn Colony
in Csli for the bavrio, or would play with siblings in their patios or outaide
the front door; Very few families went out to movies or spent much money cn
entertaimment except for important occasions such as Holy -%mmiong Tripo
were infrequent, although people mometimes raturped to thelr place of birth on
their patrzon saiat’s days,
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In Puerto Mallarino proper, theve is one free public primery school
(grades 1-5) called Manuel Marie Mallavino for the boys® session which lasts
from 7 AM, t0 noon, and Republica de Homduras for the giris who attend from
noon wntil 5 P}, The childven sttend Monday through Friday, end each Seturday
morning either the boys or girls hold a class, The twoestory school building
on the central plaza is modern, pleasant and swony, constructed of stucco,
cement block, and tile, The vooms are airy, some walls being of decorative cement
block, keeping the olassrooms welleventilated but not shutting out the noise of
the barrio or other classrooms, There are twelve classrooms, only seven of
which are umed at either shiflg, imvs gensrally on the first floor and girls on
the second, The total number of children mmmma Por the year 196465 was
’5’401 » although by June of tﬁm year that mumber had dwindled o 54802

Also ‘availa'lb].@ to the Barrio and Cauquita (sewerage csnal invesion)
residents was & fivet grade, Leonox Uribe de Villsgas, comdusted in a sback
built betwsen two test houses for the new Alliance housing project., In the Fall
of 1964, it had an ineiplent envollment of 91 children with one poozriy~prepared
teacher vho hed only a primevy education herself, This sechool had been esia-
blished the previcus year through the efforts of Peace Corps Wwlunteer Donsld
Foster snd the Bexrio politicsl oxganimtimg Accidn Cormmmal, A small tuition
foe was shaxged, 3By the time the achabl voar ended, the nwmber of pupdls had
dwindied to am imeonstant thirty, none of vhom passed the first grade or were
sven given the opportunity to teke the final examinations, Tt is highly doubiful
that this school will be comtisued,

1 Aecordimg to "Investigeccion Caries Dentales,” Centro de Salud de Puertc
Mallerino, Mavoh, 1965,
2 IAnelysis of teachera® role sheets,
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For tha first time, October, 1965, a new school in the prejest barrio
parochial center is being epenmed by a gwoup of Amswican nuns called popularly
Esouela de Monjes de Cauguits, Unfortunately, the fwes to atiend this sehool -
this year firvst through fifth grade and the first grade of mecendary school
(bachillerato) will meke it prohibitive to those who need it wost,

Discussion here will be restricted %0 the primexry achoel im Pusrto Mallarino
proper unless otherwise specified. The sohool year in Cali runs normally from
the begluning of October to late June, However, the year of 1964-65 was an
exception, for dus to a teachers® strike for higher pey in the Fall of 1964,
school waz delayed over o month and the children had to conbinue until August,
thus facilitating my fu:gtheg obeervation during the sumer., Informetion is
based on thems obmexvations, discussions with the teashers, direotors, studenis
end parents, and study of the educaeiional resords of all the male siudents fox
1964-65, a8 well as studies melle by the Buwicipal Plamming Office and the Health
Depariment,

Tnstzustion

The official course of wiudy for all five primery grades throughout Coloubia
includes religious iusitruetion (the Catholie Churoh virtvelly comtrols Colombian
education), sathenstics, language {(thig im}zaéea reading, writing awd oratory),
social sciences; aesthetic and mampal eduostion imeluding music and arl;g and
phyeiczl education, Children are siso graded om conduct, intelléctual abili*byg
physical coordination, and sceial development, Grades ave distribated on &
soale of | (vexry poor) to 5 (excellent) with a feilure at two or below, At the
end of the school yoar, children have to pags eomprehensive examinations on the
year's work im order to be promoted, their other grades alsc being ineluded in
the evaluwation, ‘
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Each year the promotion is mazked by & gradustion cevemomy for fifth
graders snd presentation of promoticm cewxtificates to the younger pupils,

In Puerto Mallarino as well as in the west of Colombin, memorization,
rather than oreative thivking, seems to be the key to leawmning, Alguileo
Camacho, a school teacher living in the barric itself, told we that in the
first two years, the child learns %o vead, write, and behave himself, The
third year is devoied especially to memoxization, and the fourth and fifth as
will, except by this time; the children are will encugh developed mentally o
write compositions also, Orvatory and speakivg ability ave alse greaitly stressad
in these latter grades, Copying or tracing was the setual transistion for
naibajendo” (1iterally "drawing”). Childzen could not understand when I asked
them to make drawings from their imaginations and only after several talks wsro
convinced that this was vhat I acteally wemted,

Regiveniation was prevalent in tho classrooms, espeoially for the boy:.
They were marched in and out of clamsrooms, deilled in lines, and followed almeost
militarigtic diseipline, Esch Fomnday momning, the boys obssrved a weekly :lag
ceremony., At seven~thirty, all the boys were lined uwp by class in the yarc.

On one cccasion, & large ﬂéo,p of Colowbia was plased in fromb of the eourty xd,

and each boy inm the 5th yewr merched wp to The map, A% the top of his volce

he shouted the name of a department, its arsa to within one square kilometex,

ite population, its major city and that pepulation, also to the exact number
probably of 1960 esmtimates, its produsts, azrieulture and other noteworthy fasia,
Netionalism was stressed by memovizing the glories of Colombia. Yet, the raticunal-
istio attitude was disparaging - "we ave ¢ beckwerd end ignorant countzy," was
frequently expressed %o me, even by schoolchildren, The schosl was marched in

and out accompanied by a band of cymbals, three very nroisy dyums and three rusty
trumpets played by the older boys., The children smapped to attention, ther stecod

at ease at the command of the direstor, One teacher went up end dovn the xows,
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gmasking soundly with s xuler those hoys who aguirmed, figlge‘hed‘é or were out of
order, In discussing discipline with the teachers, I wes told that the only
successful or at leasst the most used fomxm of punishment was ecorporal, for girls
as well as boys, Cenerslly children of the lowey grades were punished with &
few sharp raps of a ruler, Older children were styuck wach more varely, ‘his
may be becsuse only =2 relatively small percentege of the children get to the
fourth or fifth grade, those whke do belng more serious students and generaily
ketter behaved, The teevahé:m agkad me shout olissswoom digeipiine in the United
Staten, and I sugpested that individual itsechers wmight hold talke or isolase
troublesome childven, since physiocal punishment was not permitted, They were
amazed, According to Peace Corps Yoluanteer Don Foster, thiz regimentetion wam
very imporiant and often the only figm of discipline the childwen hed, empocially
gingce children are too often reised by sn older brother or sigbter with very
1ittle attention given to theiyr social development'

| Te addition to beimg noisy and oveverowded, tlsssrooms were often posrily
orgenized and handled, though this lawgely depsndsd on the temcher, Inm a fmw
of the classyooms, the children wandswed shovt freely or lefi their seals ot
will, Teachers, especially women, would lemve their children for long periods
of time %o sit together im the ball, drisk soffee, end goddip, Neturally, st
these times the children raised hawe, throwinp evasers, ruvmilng arowad the room,
punching each other, and screaming,

Although children seem to enjoy the schoel experience and value the prestige
of att@ding gchool, I never saw cne child really studying at bhome even duving
exeminations, I met only one litile hoy, sspiring to e a lawyer, who had the
motivation to wozk independently, and he wos teaching himeelf English, wriling
down voeabulaxy words snd exercises iv o copybook, But hdlis was really devianmt
behavicr, Children do not seem scademicaliy motivated, They carry out assignmonts,
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memorize, but rarely seem challenged ox ime::ested'in whet they are doing,
This iz due im paxrt {0 poor presentebion and teaching methcds; but also to &
lack of stimalating materials, books, mops, end teaching aids, In aaaiﬁon;
theixr home enviromments, generally overcrowded, poor, and survivaleoriented
are hardly dendusive to study or imitellectuel interesis, There are many
dropouts and failures due to these factors, Classrooms which have a potem:isi
to stimulste the mind as well sz provide scme concepiions of besuty presen: the
children with dime-store reproductions of Jewus snd the Hlessed Virgin henging
on the wall along with paintings of frolicking children, and beer calemdars of
well~endowed ladies ox cute doge., This is the avt vhich children must copr amd
be inspired ‘byo Little else adorns the barren stucco walls save for crack: and
chipped paint,

The Teaschey

Attitades of the teschers exe often negetive towards their pupils, Some
of them zasume superior attitudes, degrading the ohildren for their povert,
untidy oclothing, and miserable living conditions, They wers smszed that I lived
out here snd jokingly asked how I couvid live emong such wiff-rsff, The ixumy
of this atbtitude im that many of these teschers come from the same kinds o
lower elass beekgrounds as their students, imt since they are teashers, nmor of
the lower middle cless, and must maintain thedr respeetability, they txry %o
sever all connections with the lower class in oxder not to be identified w .th it,
This was cleaxrly revessled to me when I visited the director of the girie® school
&t her home im only a slightly bether aves snd not much different from mans of
the homes in the barrio, Teaching, then, is viewed as a road to uwpwerd mebility
and respectability, and too often, theme goalz as well am what seems to the pocr
high and stable salavies ave the only attractions of teaching, They must vut wp
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with difficult conditions, Classes are ususlly far too large, a wide range

exists in the same clamsroom, younger childven are almost unsocialized, and
galaries eve relatively low, For a teacher to support = femily and meintain
niddie claass mapectab:uﬁy, it i= almomt ﬁéaassa:cy to ha:ve additionsl jobz.,
The feacher who lived in the bexrie (he was the only one to do so and comme~
quently had o grester interest m&d undersbending of barrio problems), Alqvileo
Camacho, mede 980 posos a month (sbout fifty U.S. dollars per month) after fous
yeaxrs! teaching, With this, he had to supporbt four children, a housckeepex
(his wife had just died), and nuvmarens relatives. He was foroed to work dvring
vacations (it was he who took the csnsus for me) as well as operate a “puerta &s
arena” or sand mmsg,, barely to meke ends meel,

On the other hand, & few of the teachers were consgientious, amd their
efforts were directly evidenced in the work preduced by their pupils,

Teacher preparation is gererslly posr., To have a certificate for temching
in the cities requires aix years of schooling beyon§ the slementary school
(vhat wulid correspond to the 1ithe grade im the Unfted States), The degree
obtained is called 'Normelists Superior! In this training, very little is taught

about child psychology and development, teaching methods, or the learning rrocess,
Taschers, just like thelr own pupils, must memorize - and do noi seem to grasp
basgic eoneépté necessary for them to present material successfully, One teacher
in his fourth pear of mecondary school (Bachillerato) asked me to help him study
for an English ememingstion, The class was told which homework sssignments would
be reguired in the exam 20 he spent the evening memrizing the tranglations, o
questions requiring{ the integrstion of what he had learned were giwen ~ only
memoxy work.

Of the seven hoys! tegchers, three had not yet ecompleted their normalista

certificates and were attending night school to fulfill requiremenis, Camscho
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was one of these, He wae only in his fourth year of bachillerato,although he

had slready been teaching for four years, Of the seven giris' teachers, two

had normalista superior degrees from urban secondery schools, two were Noxmsiista
Bural certificete holders, which requives only sbout three or four years beyond
elementary school for teaching in xrural areas, and the other three had only two
to three years of ascondgry education,

Not only was the education for teschers inadequste, then, but nine of the
fourtesn teachers in the school were not reslly fomnellly qualified to teach in
the eity schoel, Yet, ascording toc the Jume, 1963, "Investigascecion Emocolay de
Ensensnza Primaria™ by the office of Municipal Plamming, the teacher shortage is
so pressing dn €ali thet unqualified people have to be used, The estimated deficit
of thet year was 1,460 teachers with only 1,219 sotual public school teachers for
a city of well over 600,000, Part of the resson there are so few teachers is the
expense of private secondary achools and the small number of places available in
the public baghilleratti. Many of the lower class people who would find the [ob of
teaching most atiractive for respectabililty, upward mobility, and a stable sclary
sre prohibited from this professiom by the inability to pay for an education, by
the lagk of openings in the few public secondary schools, and by the Colombien
aystem of giving first preference of one of those plwes to "him that has mopt "
The middle classes do mot f£ind public school teaching at many levels attrastive
since salaeries sre relatively low and work is hard, and prefer to become lawyers,
find fobs in the Colombian bureaucracy, or iteach in private schools,

But sven if there were more certified teachers, the city would have difficulty
paying them, In Colombia, teachers® malsries ave financed by a tax on rum, One
yezw, a teacher told me, the tax was dmsufficient to pay wages so the teachers

ware given crates of yum which they could gell o mske an income,
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Quelification for higher salaries and tenure used to depend on years of

pexrvioe, The O-catagory ere interns or beginning teachers, the lowest paid on the
fixed salary scale, who must teach for four years to earn their elassifieation
- in the 4~catagory. In recemt years, only if the teacher is qualified with the
teaching certificate can he géin tBds catagory, They must again work four years
for the 3=category, four years for the 2, and finally after 16 years of teashing
qualify for category 1. These categories did not originally depend on amuni of
education the teacher had had, but only on tiwe served, Iox examples the
divector of the gixls' school who had ieught for 28 years and has a {-category
classification completed only 2 years of secondary school, The older teachers
present not only fewer yeave of schoeling, but a patiern of rote teaching leaxwnad
years ago. Hhelr notebooks become the guides for their pupils, As the Reichel-
Ioimatoffa point out in The People of Avitems, the notebooks may be full of ervors,

saswers to questions becoming completely sanselesé through sucoessive mis-copyiag,
Yat, this is the teacher who too often, because of a higher classification, is the
direotor and policy-maker of the school, The girls® dirvestor recognized that
rote of mechanical learning wes no longer useful, but she still clung firmly to
nemorization as the key to lsaﬁxiﬁga -

By Colombian law children sre obligated to attend mchool for five years of
primary education, The comstitutional provigioa that primary edusation is
obligatory, free of chavge, end universal is coumitered by statistics showing that
this is not the case in Puerto Mallarino,

The mumber of children between the ages of 7 and 14 who were not in school
sccording o the June 12, 1963, estimates of the Office of Munioipal Plamning, were
118 for Fuerto Mallerino, Thés number was ervived at by ¥ultiplying the nmuamber of
constructed blocks in the berrio (i7) by the everage number of houses per block (27)
to determine the mumber of houses inm the bavrio (459)., Then this figure wes
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multiplied by the average dwelling wnits per bouse (1,1) to get the mumber of
dwelling maite (505) and finally by the average mumber of people dwelling in
each wnit (9.0), (A1l these figures wexre derived from a study of lend-use
patterns in the barriog) This gave a total population of 4,545, Twenty percens’
of this figure (909 children) were estimated to be betwsen the ages of T=14
(sohool age population), Ferom this school age plopulation, 13% was subtrected
for “"absentesism®™ to bring the total of 791 ohildren who were of school g2 fyum
Puerto Mallarino, What iz iwplied by this abuenteeism figuve is unclear 4o me,
The totel number of children metriculated in the school of Puerto Mallarino
(673 in 1963) was subtracted from the sbhool age population (minus 13% abeanteoism)
to conclude that only 118 childven in the barrio were not matrienlated im sehool,

I go into detail on this estimmie hecause these statistics are the baazis
for policy decisions made by the Mumicipsl Plamming Office, and I find a rathes
large discrepancy between their estimete and what I have found to be the case,
In the first plase, the total population of Fuerte Mallarino, if 459 houses were
estimated, could not have been 4,545 in 1963, slnce the 1964 cemsus established .
that there were 608 houses (entirely possible due %o building and growth) and =
population of only 3,965, The increase in pumber of houses should show en incvesse,
rather them a decraame in population., However, this discrepancy can perhess bo
expiiained by looking at what was considered to be the average number of people
per household, 9.0 in the estimate, Acoording to my semple, the average family
or dwelling unit size was eloser to 6, This would refuce the population by ome
third, slthough it would reduce as well the numbsr of ummeiriculsted pupilsz by
the same amount, Ny sscond complaint would be the complexity of the statistiocs
vhich meem to me could have been formed much moxe simply, Surely, if the land
use study bhad found out the average numbsr of houses per bleck in Puerto
¥allaxino ss well as the average mumber of persgons per dwelling unit, they must
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have based these on the total number of houses in the barric and the total

population of the commumity, VWhy were these figures not used directly in the
firvst plave?

But it is not so much the methodology with which I querrel, It is the
fact that there are a great many move children in the commumity who are not
going o achool #hdn the plamning office estimated, much closer o 500 thax
118, I found in the 487 mample that the barrio coniained 152 childrem (87 boys
and 65 girls) betwsen the ages of 7 and 14 who were not matriculated in school,
Of these, four were physically or mentally handicepped and wmable to attend,
Ansther handful about fourteen years 018 had alveady gradusted and were no
longer enrolled, If we cut the figure down to 140 as the nmmber who should have
been matriculated within the ags groups, we must at least double it (im view of
the 46% mampls) to get & picture of the toital number of wmatrioulated children
in Puerto Mallarino, msking sn estimated 280 childrem not in school who should
be ﬁon this barrio proper, But this group of childrem is only about half of
those who attemd the Puerio ﬁallarino sbhool,

My figures are based on the 1964-65 school year, two years later, and aost
likely with a greater mumber of ummatriculated children, However, if I wers to use
the same process as was used by ‘ths Plamming Office to estimate the number of
children not matriculsted in school for the year 1964-65, I would arrive at 2
very similar comclusion; the number of children of gchool sge im the barric
(21.1% of total population of 19926 people according to my 46% semple) would
be about 850 ohildr@ in the entire barrie, Subtzact from this 740 which was the
inciplient matriculation for that year end the result shows about 110 children
not matriculated in school - not too sericus for Colombia as a whole (Fhis is not
subtracting en absenteeism figure of 13§ which would make the number of children

not matriculated seem even lower, )
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In the fivst place, 1o oonsider the incipient enrollment as the real number
of children in school is neglecting a very high drop-out rate dwring the sshool
yoar, which in 1964-65 was an overall 26% $n Puerto Mallarino, This means that
the mmber of childven in schoul fell from 740 to 548> in the course of a year,
making & much levgsr pumber of ohildren who were not attending, even thougi:
some of those who mjmoa. out changed residence,

Secondly, 45% of the boys iig the school came from other barrios and mot
from Puerto Mallawino,(Analywis of residence of all but one 2nd grade olass
in the boys' school for 1964-65,) Thim demonstrates that to assume that children
matriculated in s barrio school are from that smme brrrio is an erronsous
assumption, From this infermetion, slmost half the pupils matriculated have
to be subtraoted (if we asgums that the mumber of girls coming from other barrios
will ‘be of equel proportion to the boys, though this certainly is not necessarily
the case), in order to £ind the real mumber of those children im Puerto Mallawimo
who are not in shiwol and should be, If the plamning office had taken only this
one factor into comsideration, that all childrem in abttendance at a barric school
By not be mns the baxrrle itaeli’; it would have greatly improved the true piciure
of olassroom and teasher deficit per berric,

(Boys who oonme other Pexrics
A1 fonso |Jusnchito %}?g%gﬁ ICanquite %g%iﬁos 28y |rorar {FEFTERin0 %other DBarrios

E " e e 3 13 18 | 33 37

(54) S . :
Grade 2 - ' -

(45) 13 1 1 1 | 2 s , .18 g'z 40%

(343 ’| 2 0 °c | 2 4 | 12 22 3805
Grade 4 : | ' -

(48) 13 4 ¢ 0 C {4 17 27 39%
TOTAL 8% 8 F 3 6 10 |16 M4 137 45%
‘W

3 548 is my count according to each teacher's role gheet, However, & study done by
the Secretary of Mumicipal Publio Health showed em even figure of 532 students
for Jume 16, 1965,
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The differences of percentages of chiidzen fxom other barrios per grade level
geem to indicate that wherever there is classroom space, children from other
tarrios ere more likely to be ascomodeted,

In conjumction with this finding is the question of how many barrios or
areas mast be served by one school - how osn we explain why so many childrsn from
other barrios oeme to the school in Puoris Mallarino? In the first place, up
to this time, the invasion Csuguite on the edge of the barric had only the
soall one-room ghaok to serve its achool needs, This school tanght only first
grade, 20 any education beyong firet grade had to be found elsevhere, Theve
were approximately 1,000 people living in these shacks, If we estimate ths
mwmber of school age childrem at roughly 204, there were spproximetely 200
ehildren in this slus who showld have been in school, Im the School of Puarto
Mallarino, only about 15 of these childrven were accommodated, but there were
also a few okildrem from Puerto Mallawino who attended the ome-room shack,
Balancing these comsidexatioms, there ia & total of only about ninety chiliren
at the most from Cauquita ir school, We caa esssume, thea, that by subiraciing
90 from 200 {school-age populatior), there are at least 110 children in this
invasion meighborhood who are mot mebriculeted and seversl wore not attending.
There im, of course, the pospibility ithut.a few children from Cauguita may have
gone to school iwm other barrios, so this suwber may be lowered, It mey alwzsc ba
posasible that in Puerits Mallerino there iz a considerable emount of intexr<barrio
student croass-over, But childrenm in the iavasion, at least, have far fewer |
alternatives « they ave usually so poor thet any additionsl expense, such as
bus fere to distant schools would meke schooling elsewhere prohibitive, Alsc,
they ave needed at home 0 take care of younger brothers or sisters or to dring
in s few pesos selling newspapers or collecting Junk, |
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Besides the Cauquite invesion (which ig mow located in a housing project),
there were other areas which sent children to the school im Puerto Mallaviro
beosuse school faoilities either were insuffioient or lacking emtirely, Mwree-
fourths of the school c¢hildren from outside the barrio came from the new Al fonso
lopem Barrio to the west, where the nmumbsr of schools is terxribly inadequaie for
the large mumber of students,

If we add together only the 280 childven from Puerto Mallawino proper who
wvere not matriculated with at least 110 fxom Ceuquite, we arvive at 390 children
in the immediate echool community who were pot getting sn eduoation, This is
rot even counting the hundreds of children in Alfonszc Iopez who cammot go ©o
achool because there arve nmo facilitles, All we can say is that the achool of
Puerto Mallarine had s deficit for 1964-8%5 of olesaroom space and teachers for
at least 390 pupils, lmplying the need gor no fewer than ten more teachers (at a clasi
«room wize of 40 children), The planning cffice showld revise itm methodology
to realize more accurately the school deficit and should make poliecy ascoxdingly,
Statistice can be simplified through use of the 1964 cemsus instead of pro ections
fyrom pasgt censuses, The oversll dvopout xrete per school ghould bs caloulaied
a8 well a® broken down per grade level, o indiecate where good teachers arc
most needed, An\estimate is needed of the demsnds for admigsion to a schocl
from barrios outside the commmiitys or districts should be sufficiently fived
20 that childrem in a school ccmmunity ave mot deprived of admission becauvse
tleir places ave filled by childrem from outeids, This con be ascertained
partially through enslysis of the residances of the school children to find out
vhere they are coming from and how many come to the schoel, ITu these ways. a
cleerer conception of community needs cen be achleved,

Recommendations by the Urban Plamning Commission to acoommodate 118 ncedy
children inoluded building o new school of 4,200 gquave meters near the nev
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Pmodect berrio Padre Andre Sanin, Aatually, the school of Puerto Mallarimo,

with 12 classrooms, hag the capacity o bold 12 classes per session instead of
7 classes for boys and 7 fer girls, If the maximum rumber of classrooms ware
used esch pession, almost 500 more children could be accomodated, What is
actually needed are more teachers and better teachers more than classroom space,
The existing building could be better atilized.

At the same time, polioy should be hased on future mlation needs, w0t
only on poet envollment, 25% of the population of Puerto Mallexino is under
sohool. age (7 yearm), or approximately 1000 childrem in the barric proper, In
the next two yearsm, about 300 of these children will be ready to start first
grade, This means that plans should be made mow to accommodate the large aumbor
of children soon beglmning school, In addition to this group of pre-sshool
age children, there are mamy children in/ the barrio over the asge of 7 who aave
never attended school Because there ves 3o ro0m for them vhen thelr perents tried
to matriculate them in first grade, These children should alse have the ojporimme
ity to go to school, This implies the need for gt least 4 first grade clais-
rooms to be operated per year, Yet, the matriculation for the school year 1965.66

looks 1ike thim:

1 1 65 €5 q 50 ED

2 9 50 50 2 50 100

3 2 45 20 2 45 €0

4 2 40 80 1 58 &8
B . — 45 43 1 28 1. .38

- 7 350 7 336

This nomber of claseroome is still the same (14). The total inecipien:
enrollment is 666 children for this school year, as opposed to 740 incipieat
envollment for last year, And the first grede level which most severely noeds
teachers end classrooms hog only one boy's class and one girl's class, Both of
theae are badly overcrowded, 85 first grade boys in = classroom built to nold
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40. childrem who have never had any =zochool or group experience can hardly have
succesaful learning experienceg, But these fhlldren who have mansged matriculas
tion are the lucky onea, When matriovlation day ceme in early August, hurdreds
of parents stood in registration lines from early wmorxning hoping that their
children would be able to get in, They had to have vaccination certificates
from the barrdm health cliniec snd several other papers in order to register
their children, If the papers were mot satisfactory, the child was disquelified,
Many of the paremts were illiterate sumd did not know which papers wers necessary,
Over 100 childven were turned awvay from first grade because there was no room
for them, A long waiting list was made, btut the chances were very slim, Some
of the paremts were angry. Others wept, One mother e¢ame to me weeping end told
me thiss

"My son im now 11 years old and has never seen the inmide of a olassxoom,
When he was 7, I tried to metriculate him bat they told me that they hed to give
his place to an older child, Vhen he wes 8, the same thing happened, Whea he
was 9, there was no room in the classroom, and when he was ten, the same zaiswer,
Fow he is 11 and they tell me that he ism too old for first grade and we must give
his place t¢ an geumger child, He will never be able to be anything!®

Parents W@im that education iz sbeut their only chance to make a bhetier
future for their children, The frustration of mot being able to emter their
children ever in the first grade of vwhat im supposed to be e compulsory, fcee
public school is terribly painful, '

But insufficient phamning, insdequate facilities, and far too few teachers
are only part of the problem, It is txue that many children do mot attend school
because there is no room for them: "no hay cupo.” There sre many other factors
as well that keep children from going te school and ceuse dropouts,
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Other Factors For Insttendance and Drop-Ouis 76'

Too often, because of poverty, childreﬁ cannot go to school or must
drop out bsoause they have to care for younger brothers or sisters vhide the
mother is working. Or they must contribute to the family income by mainteining
small jobs, such as selling newspapers, being o bhoot black, helping a father
hsul or sell goods, helping a mother wash or iron for others, acting as a mess~
enger, or sssisking in a store, ete,

Even though publio schwol is free for the children, there are many expenses
assoclated with attendance that loom large for the very poor. These incliuvde |
wniforms, shoes, books, papers, and other a‘upplieso Although a child iz not
prohibited from coming to school barefoot or dressed in ragged clothing raiher
than the uniform (a blue skirt and white and blue navy-style blouss for givls or
blue pants with vhite shirt for boys), he mey be subjest to ridioule or chastise-
ment for a sloppy appesrance and mey prefer not to attend at all rather than
face this criticliam,

The children must buy all their school supplies and books, No texts,
readers, art supplies, or even exam papers ave provided for them, Paper aid
sohool supplies cost from about one dollar per year in the first grade to about
$2,20 in £ifth grade, For families with very-low incomes and many children,
thess amounta present great hardships, In some cases, a child may not be able
to go to sohool because he hag no supplies, I have sg'an notabooka used 4 and §
times, each time the previous writing being erased until the page is almos:
worn through, or a different color pen or pencil wriiten above or over another
set of notes,

Another major reason why childven drzop out 6f school is that teaching is so
yoor and edusation so dull that the children fose interest and cease attending.
Also, children vhose emvironments have ggt'/ besn education-oriented, who are |



.
under-nourished, mdemoaializedg wndiseiplined, have poor teaching to face in
addition, Even first graders muet xepent lessons and memorize them mechanieslly,
Teachers should explain concepts wether than demand mwmrim‘t;ion; Toe often,
the teachers ave very striet ond severe; the grimmess of school ﬁm‘bably ceuges
gome ehildren to0 drop oub,

Children may alsc be expelled from school for diseipline offenses, poor
gttendance, or lack of progress, Flvet gradere soem tC be most prone to expulsion,
but this may be sitriduted to their immaturdty, Children who have had almost no
sogialization, who know only thet %o survive one mmst be at home at meal times
end otherwize atay out ¢§ the way, whose parents have no concern for the child's
soeial and emotionel development, who are virtually raised by an older brother or
sister who resemts the burden ~ such children ave entirely unprepaved to memorize
ihe populations of Célambia o the catechipmy it 1z doubtful thaet they are :eeaé@y
fox aehooio At the age of 7, when most of then enter scheol, the children are
at approximetely the 4 or S-year old level of development of more materiallye
endoved pupils in o move satisfaﬁ'b«:fm envivonmend,

They do not understend that they smet sit in seats, walt thelr ture or
raiee their hends, They may not know that they cemmet spit or urinate om the
floor, They often sxe physicelly stusted due to malmatrition, In shozd, the
fivet grade for most of these tervibly deprived children ism & very difficuli
period vhere a greet deal of uwnderpbandiag and preperation is needed for the
educationel process even to begin, lumtead, they are met with & smack of.a
ruler for leaving o seat or they are called stupid by the t{eacher vhen they ave
waable 40 answer a quesfion or to wead, and thay cease coming to school, ’Among
the culturally deprived children at age 7, theve are few that are mature ercugh
for gehool, or at least the Colombiem fivel grade, OFf the thirteen T-yeax-olds
in first grade, none passed; three dropped out, the others failed, First grade
should either ‘bs enterad at age elght or perhaps alfter a test is administerad
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to determine school reediness, or, baﬂex‘stm, children should have some kind
of kindergarten or "head stexi" experience 10 help them to adjust to group
work and school without them pr«#ailing school pressures,

Disgeipline problems arise mot only from a ¢hild’s boredom or inability to |
concentrate due to emotional immasturity, bubt, as then director of the girls’
sochool told me, | to poor mutrition, Children ave seht off 40 school '"wit;a nothing
in their stomachs but black colffes (vwhich mekes them jittery, nexvous, and
jumpy), with perhaps a little coarse brown sugar im it which only feeds their
. worms, No wonder they canr't wmit still,” Her suggestion was that if they were
given better breekfests (end "corm meal gruel does wot cost more than éoff‘ae")
the children would Do better bohaved and could leara more easily, Most T-year-
olds in the berrio were very sasll and thiwm with pobr teeth, lusterless hair,
and dirty faces, They do not béve Aﬁm energy to stay aweke and listem, If a
free school milk program were initiatsd, there would probably be a marked ime
provement in interest and sttendsnce, In fact; milk or food has elaswhere been
an incentive to come Go sohoel, It im belier than goling hungry ot home, The
girls' school director told us that there had beea for a few months a subsidized
program from Carites (Colombisn Catholic Charities) of giving inmcapring, =
high-protein poddered food in miik, which she felt heipe& greatly during the
brief perdied it was offered,

Dropouta arise from home envixonments which do not emcounrage education,
Although most parents recogaize the value of education as & means o upward
mobility, too often their wvalues are not put into prastice, The child is forced
) apmd. his time at homs »he}pirag with younger &ildmg running errands,
helping cook, wash, or sweepk etc, with no time allowed for stulies, With no
educative materiale in the home, no books, no pﬁ.efiamsg the szchool 1ife and
requirements sgeen very far indecd from the "real" life the child knows at home,



| 9.
In addition, although hexdly expressed, the parents seem to fear that their
childven may konow more than they do, and aénsequently put negative mtj.om
on acedemic interests, sometimes expressed in teasing ox in shaming a ehild to
help his mother instead of reading, The fa*bhe:t;.‘ in the fomily I lived with was
almost wnable to read, His wife had had o little more education, VWhbkm tho
oldest boy, 11 years old in 5th grade, wouwld 2it in the living room with a
newspaper, his father would playfully knock it out of his hands, or tease ldnm
about getting a fab head, although hig mother wag very proud of his lesrning
accomplishments and thought he might even be a lawyer some day, However, vhen
the father talked to his neighbors, he was very proud of the good weflection
his son made on him,

Anothey imjortant reagon for school drop«outs is the high proportion of
perpetval failures which build negative psychological attitudes in the chi'd
towards himself, and cause him to feel he never will learn; so that there ‘& no
use staying in school, More will be saié about this later,

Of course, some of the childven who drop out of the sohwol in Puerto
Mellexino do 80 because of a change of residence, Hopefully, these childrm will
f£ind accommodations in the schools in thelw new neighborhoods, though this
dannot be predicted,

To review the drop-out pattern for the boy's school im Puerto Mallariio,
it was seen that the children drop cut bscanse they may move Yo another locaticng
2)beczuse of poverty which does not allow them to buy school supplies, or l:eeps
them at home with younger children while parents werk, or actwally forces them
%o g out and wakky 3)because they ave boﬁ& with teaching methodss 4)because
they asre expelled for discipline problems, sometimes due to poor nutrition;

5)becanse they ave unprepared for school end their home emviromwments do mos
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encourage educations §)and because of negative selfwattitudes due to perpetual
failures, Although statistics on Colombian dropout rates show thet there are
fewer dropouts among girls, we mey safely asgume that there sﬁll are a good
many in Puertc Mallawino,

Of the TAO students (368 mele, 372 female) metwiculoted in the £all o7
1964, 548 vemained thyvough the term, This shbows an oversll drop-out rate »f
26% during the school year, The proporiion of dropouts ﬁ;s higher in lower
geades, TFor example, the firet grade boys had a sherting c¢lass sike of 54
wiich diminished to 3% students by the end of the year « 19 cut of 54 dropoed
out, sbout 36%, See table below: /(1’ heve no record of the number of dropruts
for the other boya' thivd grade claps, Apparently the teacher discarded the
fichas (records) of those children mo longer inm the cleas,)

{ Bova )

Grede jf Matriculated Students|f Cencels [flrop-Outs
1 - 54 19 367 .5
2 45 10 22 ,2%
b 45 6 1303%
4 48 7 14,6%
5 44 | T . 167.%

As can be ssen, the highest dropout wate is in firzet grade (364) snd the noxt
highest in second grade (22%0). The upper three grades ave within 3% of eaih
other, varying from 13,3% dwopout rate in third grade to 18% dropout for wixih
grade, The biggest differeuice comes botwesn first and second grade, and then
again between second end third grade,

The childven who meke it through the fifth grade inm the commmity are
almost 2 barrio elite., Their chances, onve they have made it through fift:
grade, are fairly good for going on, About 15 of the 44 fifth grade boys had
been admitted to secondary mchools., and several others anticipated attending,
Yet, probably only one or two children from the graduating clagses in the barrio
will finish secondary mchool, As fawr as I know, no one in Puerto Mallarino hag

ﬁ Pigure ftm Secreteria Mumicipal de Salad Publiea ("Tuvestigacion de Caries
Dentales](June 11, 1965.%) Matziculation for Sept., 1964,
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ever gone to the university,

An analysis of the boys?! recowds veveals few differences in backgrownds
of ohildren of the first grade and children of the fifth grade, as faxr as the
pize of the family cor the education of the parents, There is some difference
in family income, however, The average income for the families of the fifth
geade boys was almost 100 pesos (about §5.20) higher per month (it averaged
simost $35 monthly) than for the families of children in lower grades, This
in laxrgely due to the lower wages of working wmothers in f&tﬁamﬁsen-& femi lles
prevalent emong the lower two gradesm,

Femily structure or family stability wns salso different, VWhile only
about 55% of the pavemts of boys in first grade were legaily married, 83% of
the fifth gweder's perents wers married,

Percentages of Married Povents of School Boys in the Baxrio
Grade # Varrieds Total

9 30/54 55 ,6%
2 26/45 57 8%
3 25/36 69.4%
3 29/39 T3 .6%
4 34/44 T7 3%
5 35/42 83,3%

It appesrs from the table that merital status of the pavents is almost & pre-
dictor of how iong children will stey in schocl, The factor of marrigge may be
importent for two reasons in the thilds contivuning through school, First of
all, in a legal marriage, uwsually the father im worling and providing o fe xly
stable income, lessening the need for the child to work as in matrifocal s tua-
tions, The femlly iz also more stable since the paventel union is not con-
stantly shifting (divorce is mot recognized as legal in Colombis), and perhaps
8 more secure emctional envivooment makes for greater success in school,
Seoondly, the faet thet a couple is mercied mmy alsc be locked upon am a class
phenomenon - marviage is for the barriec upper or middls class, much less =0 fov
the barrio lower elams. The child may be kept in school for the sake of
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respectability, or with the hope that he will becous more upwardly mobile,
Perhaps the culture in the homss in which the parents are legally msrried is
more oriended to the importance c;r edueation,

As can be seen by the line in the table on the predeeding page, the
greateat difference in the proportion of married parents lies between the re-
cond grede (57.8%4) and the third grades which ave 69.4% and 73.6%, respectively,
There is little difference between the percentage of married parents in tho
first and second grade,? suggesting perhaps that the third grade is the orucial
year in the ohild's education, and if he can make it here his chances are better
for going om, This idea of the third grade as a cut=off point in the education
of the child is reinforced by the large difference in the proportion of dxop-
outs between the second and third grade, In addition, chances for failure
decrease sharply after the second gmde; The first two grades seem to function
a8 a weeding-out period, ILet us look et this weeding-out process in the me-
cifio cese of the boys' first grade class,

34 boyms were enrolled in first grade in September of 19649 ranging in age
from seven to twelve, Of these 54 boys, 19 (36%) dropped out, 18 (33%) passed,
and 17 (31%) feiled, Of those who passed, only four did so on the first tuy,
meking & twm-cver Tate for that year of 4/54 or only 7.4%. The others who
had pasmed had failed at least one time previously, Witk this very low twm-
over, the problems of ipsdequate facilities and too few teachers for first grade
are further compounded, Not only are there the huge number of children in the
barrio demending a place in first grade, but also the lorge mmber of repecters
vho must also be acoommndated and who are given first comsideration, For the
school year 1964~65 there were only 18 children in first grade who had not been
there the previous year, The psychic effects of perpetusl failure are a nege-
tive self-concept and an inability to think of oneself as capable of succeeding,
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Although 14 of the previous failures {inally passed, 22 eilther falled agein or
dropped out, 17 of these were dropouts, ome of vhom had actually falled first
grade five times previously, (See %able below,)

Previous Failures and Passes, Failures, and Drop-Olite for 1964~55

Passed Mled' Drop-Outs | Total
4 .1 12 2 ig

1 1

8 3 i2 23 |

9 B 8

0

1 9

1 N

T 37 19 , 54

From the table it can be seen that only two of the 19 dwopouts from first rade
had not failed previously, |

Age to0, is en important factor in detemmining passing or failing., None.
ofh the seven year 0ld children passed, This may be due %o their physical znd
sootal Spmaburiiy well S dhook of iimeting 4 A Soaliniis savimiat o AL
feremt from their own. They may be just too young end too immhme to learn
vhat iz expected of %hem and to be able to memorize facts, It may also indicaie
that two years at least are necessary for moat children o finish first sra&ee
As children got oldexr, some may have spent emough time in first grade to be able
to leaxn the materiels, and arve mature enongiz to cope with the sehool situaticr,
But as children get oldex, they also tend to drop out, especially if they have
failed previcusly, Most of the failures are concentrated ef the younger end,
Perhaps if failure is so common among young first graders, the stigea is less
and the child ocomes to expect that he will be there two years, It may be o
paradox that the large mumber of children falling actually lessens the damnge
to the selfe-scncept of the individual echiid if fallure is not perpetual, "he

following table indicates passing, failing, or dropping-out per age groups
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Passing, Failure, or Drop-Out fcoording To Age

Age |Pass [Fail [Drop-Out |Tobtal |
' %‘a 0 0 | 5 13
8 5 2 9 12
9 6 4 5 15
10 3 5 8
14 1 4 2 .
12 | 2(+1)} 1 3
18 q E) §3+1 for vhom age was
not given)

From vhat hes been said about this Pirst grade - the 36% drop-out rate,
the large mumber of failures and very low anpuel turnover of children, the
over=orowded clasgroom and poor teacher, and the immaturidy of the young
child, it can be seem that grade 1 is o eriticel perdod, In addition to the
“cz!rv'iam‘s need for more teechers, fewer siudenis per classroom, and changes from
curriculun-oriented o child-oriented programs, there is s great need for some
pre-gehool experience, The mumber of failures lz grestest at thie grade level,
Az childrer grow older gnd get into the upper elementary grades, failures scre
roeduced, probably becausze most of those childwen who are poteatial failures .
have long mince besn weeded out im first or second grade, Yet, there probebiy
would be many more children who could suscessfully finish school i8 they did
not develop mental blocks to learning scouired through failures in early grades,

The school, ar urban institution in the barzio, could have a great potemtial
for augmenting the urbsn alternstives fur the urban poor, for it ls through
education thet betier jobs and higher salaries becoms available, BEdusation in
the fullest sense is alwost the only way that the urban pooﬁ cen emcape their
“Culture of Poverty,"” Yebt veviewlng the sed picture of the scheool im Puerio
Mallarine, e school which is considered by the City Planning Office as beirg
average, it seems alwost impossible thet this institution can bring changes
but for a very few, Considering the almost 500 children from the school
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commnity who ave not in school and should be, the high drop-out rates, the
numbey of failures, the poor teachers, it seens almost impossible that ehilde
drem of the poox will have much of a chance, Dut the mmall minority of
children who do meke it through fifth grade is mot the only problem, The wost
wmfortunate pa:d: of the whole situation ig that the children of the poox
never learn to solve problems nor to think ersatively, tut only to memorizs
and copy. This keeps them accepting of their lot, keeps them from thinking about
p@asi"ble altematives, helps make thew o dooile, cbedient, fatelistio olvizenyy,
They can herdly euvision change, let slone initiate it, It seems to make
relatively little difference whother a chiléd has only a first grede education
or a fifth grade education as far ag getting a good job goes, The Fifth gredes
probably cen use his infomation only & vory little better than a first gradex,
and then only probably because he has a better command of the tools, Yet nis
thinking is probably less creative thenm the first greder's, Any individusiity,
aay creativity is quickly stifled by forced copying of bed models, If these
children do escape the "Culture of Poverty" it will probably not be becaus:
they are better thinkers through the school experience in Puerto Mallawino, bui
because they have been olever or oreative euovgh to accumniate some capltal,
But evem then, like the femily Oscar lewis discribed in Five Fawilies, they
will not have gemuinely escaped £rom the culture of the lower class, They may
be able to buy whatever they went, bui they are unprepered for the altemmasives
of urban life, '
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THE CHURCH

The church of Puerto Mallarino was founded 23 yeoars ago by a Sefiora
Victoria Vargas, who started it with 400 pesos, It is located on the main
square, & stuccoed building, near the point of collaepse, Major efforts were
made during the suumewr of 1965 to collect money for the repair of the seffing
roof,

The dhrch is central to the lives of those in the Mesbizo-white culture
group and seems generally 193# important Yo the Wegro culiure group, as well
as to the very poor, Mass is more frequently attended by women and childrem,.
Men take part in the social end community functions, saints’ days, and secre~
ments, but rerely attend Mass otherwise, Even those who are mot particularly
religious gemerally baptize their children and obtsin last rites from a priest
because of superst:itimo Moat of the homes (at least in the white-Mestizo
complex) have o susll shwine, usually a fpié‘:mm of a saint or the Virgin with
8 candle and floMc Beliéf in the powers of the saints and the Virgin
permeates much of the life, TFor sxample, when one of the newly hatched ducke
linge appeared as if it were gulng to dle, Rosalba, the mother in my fgmily,
1it a small candle in front of the Virgin, hoping to keep it alive,

Childven are brought tc the church early, Sundgy School, taught by mms,
was a great pleasure for the children in my family, for they were glven protty
vietures and stordes of the saints snd tauvght little songs, some of the only
orgenived fun they have, All of the children were cleaned, polished, and ironed
for Sunday, Even '&he beby knew it was a speciél day, The school and church
eve closely allied, Not only is oatechism teught in the school, but the school
band marches the people in and out of the church for Mass at 7 AM. and 8 AM,
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Usually the afterncon Mans ie wmaccompanied,

The barrio priest, Pedre Alfonso, was a Capulchin, He did not live in the
barrio, but in the monestary downtowm, The children seemed close to this Hlaciw
bearéed and browmevobed men, He was well-liked and respected by all, He ine
vited me into the shurch as if it were his home, pointing out the ceiling wacad
by bamboo poles zo it would not collapee, He spent s great deal of time aad
anergy trying to get the church repaired, and even though he only stayed e yesr
(he left at the ond of August -~ the order does mot want priests to become attsche
ed to any particular pavish) he sccompiished enough to realize his efforts -
the workmen were beglmaing the wepairs.

The influence of the church extends not only to the daily lives and routines
of the people, but also is a prestige-conferring and intcgrating institution,

The people who were on the church Qemii:i:es {whose main Punction ssemed té be o
help oollacf money to repeir the roof) were given respect and prestige by the
rest of the sommmity, Gemerally men weve oa this committee, Vomen gained re.
spect for themselves and honor for their hnéhanda by alitays attending and malking
sure their childven went and by helping relse woney for the church,; often through
meking and selling empenadas and sauseges, Pmmpﬂy after the Mass, alwmos: every
Sundey, the priest would gse the loudspesker to tell his parish that good Sefora,
go-and-s0 had made empansdas to sell im the little guiosco (am open, round, beuboo
and thatch hut) cuteide the church to help repair the roof, snd that they were
very good and only 20 centavos aplece, He also gometimes informed the parish “hat
the Blessed Virgin would be at the bwidge over the Camuca and people going o
dances in Juanchito or pmmg by should pin pesos to her robe to help the churcch,
(I understand ti:at sven such & sacred thing as the Virgin was not holy to those
who tried to steal the pesos pimmed to her blue sillc drepe,) For the womea, the
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church not only gave mspwtabiliﬁy, but wag one of the cnly sources of recreation
and diversion from a boring mntimo By a%mﬂ.ing Mess ox working foxr the church,
& women could escape her burdemsoms home for swhile, She also probably nesded
thg comfort of the chorch to ease some of the hapdships of her life, Young giris
were sllovwed to go ohmh;, and for them it was sometimes their only liberty
out of the home,

The religlon was the source of ceremony end ritusl for the barrio, Moot
oceamlofde for fiestms or diversiony were wreligiouva in character, except for the
srmasl pléy put on by Accidh Commsl, Ritwal kinship is also associated wiih
religious ceremonies, The children who have godpavents (more common again ‘n the
white-Mestiso complex, but apperently less significant than in rural areas), get
two seta of godfathera and foduothers, one for ‘baptiaine the other for confirmation,
The padrinos, as they sre called, are always ‘t:i:aated with great respect by the
child as well es by his paremts, They enter g now set of relationships with the
parente ~ they become vomysdes and com adres. Mutual ald i1f effected betwecn these
ties, Ususlly pavents txy to select as a ¢hild's godparent one of high staius wnd
influence, such as a member of Aceidh Comunal or an employer, The godparenis are
gupposed to remember their gpdwghild on the day of Saint Peter and Paul, giving
him & paceta, & kind of windmill toy filled with candies, Actuelly, few padrince
44d this in Puerto Mellarino, The Confirmation or firet Holy Commmion is pro=
bably the bdggest day in the life of the child, Usually this oecurs whem a child
is about 7 years old, but frequently becaums of the expense, two ox three brothers
and sisters from 7«12 years of sge will be confirmed together, Usually there is
a fieste with gifts for the chlld, The little girl is dreaged as a tiny bride
with long dress, Wwlguet,; and vell, The boy wears e black euit with a white am
band, Childven look forwerd with great anticipation to this day, O0f fouree, for
the very poor children, the cersmeny is simplified, usuvally without a fiemte and
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and humble clothing, but even so it is spscisi,

| Ona of the most interesting aspee te of the ohumh was 11;3 vulgarlty, The
ggm; ign desoribed by Peavce was certainly mﬂ denaad he:c’eo1 'lmia was capecially
| apparent in the eollwtmn »f mcmey which wpl@yml every xwmaivabla meene (a8
has already been suggaated in the pinning of posos o the robe- ef the Vi:egin
and in the sale of goodies) - the marching bend end the use of the loudspeaker
atop the church, ave lmportant foms ot ﬁagg media for the bavrio, The anaounces
ments on the miorophone @m unavoidabie for m,_ile,&; ..The 10uds_p_eéker funotioned
in part to build commmity epirit and cohopivensse, if only im defenwe against
the volee, when groups of neighbors would gather to ooiplain, It aleo emcouraged -
community cooperation %o work togwther b0 'mﬁéa mner,j for the xoof, One means of
raising money vas to play rzquesi: »ecords fullmblm over vhe speakcr at the
' eharga of & few centavos, This went on Ffrom 6330 o T300 on Sundey moming‘te
got people up for Mess, and contimmed after Mess for 12 solid hours, The @n:lg
interraptions were %o may who was paying for which wecord and to vhom it was
dedicated, « the bir’shm of a child, or to o sweetheari, ets.), Often the saue
gross tunes were played eifht or tenm times on s Sundey.

The priest used the loudspesker not only for sadvertising empanadas and dicke
joskeying, but for encouveglug attendence s Hass, He would gometimes deliver
shoxt semms such ag "Keep ymar childeen rel, ne& img w:keh them and b:t:ing thew
to church, and they will grow up %o be good," or "eut ogi. 85O mnh drinking.®
The persuasiveness of the loudspesker mede it ciuite effective, as well as the sttitude
that the priest could do no wxeng, When he é:zmke,, people ghtopped what ther weve
doing and listemed with respect. His power was really great in this seuse., I7
he said the word, his parish would txy to ast,

The potential for bringing about all kinde of changes in the ‘barrio can b2
ssen i the power the priest has, Although he seems to hsve little influeace

T Pearse, Andrew, "Scme Chersctoristics of Urbanizaticn im the City of Rio de
Janeixo,” in Ucbenization in Leddn America, pub. 1981,
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over the marrisge patterns of these femilles who ave not tied strongly to re-
1igion, his influence in the Mestizowhite complex is quite strong, The priest
was very worried sbout the lm,gﬁ wumber of femilies who were "living in sin™ and
who had strayed from the church, end he tried to encourage marriege,

The priest, if hg were s free enough thinker to recognize resl needs of the
poor daxrio he serves, if not openly advocatbing birth contzrcl, could at least
keep from comdemning it, In this way he could bring about a very significent
change, In talking with the few women I met who were using contraseptive pilis
- about how they felt towaxrds the positien the Church hes teken towards birih
econtrol, I was told that they pereonally feit that it was a grealer s_zin o bring
childven into the world that they could mot afford to feed, eare for, or edusste
than to dimobey the orders of the Pope, If the priest could take thia atititude,
even in hearing confessions, the guilt amsociated with this oould be eliminated,
The poverty of the families could at least be checked from keeping a huge gencre~
tion of new children Iin the same conditions, Parents vecognized that if they
had two ox three childrgﬁ, each child would bave much better opportunities for

schooling, ete,, necessary to escape the culture of poverty,



9/
HEALTH CENTER

The health center im Puerte Mallerino is largely a preventative medicine
clinie serving several bavrics besides Puerio Mallarino, 1n91ud3ng Alfonso
lopez, Couquita, and Puerto Naewo, Tt sexved a total of 36,580 people for the
year 1964-65. |

In 1959, wnder the leadorship of Jougo Vallecills,'the presidemt of Adidn
Comunal, plams wewre begun for the health center vhich was completed im April of
1961, The clinic hes operatdd since about this time, although it has actually
furctioned over 10 years im a private house in the barrio, The city dvew up
the plang for the clinic, Comgizuotion wee dirested free of charge by a barric
member, Marco Arturio Catecoli, The people of Puerio Mallerine comstructed the
center, '

The Steff inoludes 22 professionals sud 5 aidd, There is one chief piysi-
cian of publiec health mediaimg two sanitery inepectors, one for senitation and
one for food who make home visits amd can use sanotions 12 conddtions are not
comq‘ced; one ghief maree and four ngm@asg’ two T,B, specislists, two pediatei-
clang, dme obstetrician, twe dentists; two assistants in Tabercwlosis, two denial
aids, and one FNutrition aid, These latter alds and assistants have a two=yvear
course of atudy, HMedical sexvices are paid for through the Departmsmt of Publie
Health, _

The health center Nunctions mainly as a preventetive medicine clinie,
Tlinesses mey be diegnosed but gemerally sre not treated, except for tuberculosis
m;d dental wozk, People who need medicel trealtment ave ssnt to the University

T Jorge Valleciils was killed by & drunk at a dance hall; he is now & bureio hero,
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Hospital of the depariment of Talle, There, they receive excellent medical
treatment at the average charge of 50 to 200 pesos (2% to 10 dollaws),

If they canmot pay they are ettended to anyway, Hwe’vez,, if they have beea
given prescriptions for drugs, they must psy vegular drug-store prices,

gince there is mo subsidized drug program for the poor, The cost of drugs

iz tremendounly high for the salmides of the puor, People may borrow money
from family or compadres for medication (ome of the most important fuctions
of the god-pavends) or may borrow from the emergenoy loan fumd of Acion
Commal; Ope mem t0ld me that his iafent danghtey died bscuase he had ot heen
able to collect emough money fox pemicillim to cure her ymeumonis, He said,
"What good is all the disgnosie in the world if you carmot got the medicine to
cure it." | _

The Health Center operates a pre-naiel clinie, educating and preparing the
mother for birth and care of her baby, as well ap getting her inic sound paysisal
ghape through dembal work (whioh includes elimination of dental infeotions,
operations, end emiractions), She learns shout good mutrition for herself and
the baky,

Othgr preventative medicine programs foous especialiy om the child, including
& well«baby clinie, a pree-schwol clinie, schoel-age progrem for childrem wp %o
12 and a veccination and immunization progrem, Since so many people mmt’ be
sexved by the clinic, the service hes besa pretty well limited %o pre-natal and
children under 12, A very imporiant part of the preventétive wedicine prosras
is education of ths pu‘plico The Health Cember tries to get education to parenis,
teachers, and children, working especially through the school, by taking a census
of all mohool children and finding the health needs of esch child, The olinic
displays ettractive posters which illustrate the meed for washing hands, good
diebs, and keeping outhouses clean and closed, There are clagses in matrition
which ghow how nutritious mesle can be made om very low incowes, Each family
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that comes to the olinfe is cevefully imlervieved awvd a progeam of education
is designed to meet itm meeds, There is also a ¢omadvons clags (midwife) which
teaches techmiques of assisting in }}irth and stresses the importance of cloanl ness,

Another function of the clinic, besides preventstive medicine and edweation
of the public is the control of disease, TIEvery person who igﬂ known to hava
taberculoais in the four barrios served iz omrefully watchsd, with congtan:
check ups, %o keep the disease under contwroly femilies of the individual eze alseo
given check ups, Tuberculopis iz treated at the elinic, ALl suspeoted cazes are
carefully watched, In addition to the control of T.B,, other cowmmnicable dig-
sases are controlled, partly thevough the immumization program, pertly through
quarentine of affected individusls, People in combact with disesse are A sod
and educated as to how to prévent its spread,

Treatment, as we have alresdy said, inclundes Tuberculosis care and deatal
wik for expsotant mothers and children throungh the age of about 14, The zlinie
chavges the cost of the materiels to the patients « sbout 11 cents (2 pemcs) for
a filling or an extraction, Some medicines can also be bought from the clinic
at slightly lower prices than in drug stoves, Heving to pay even a littls bit
for medicine sesms to mske people morve concerned abouwt the demtal program, Thoy
also pay 2 few cents for imnoculations,

Diagnosds is made for pecple of sll asges, A siok-bady clinde is also operated,
For one to two years, anti-comcepiion pills have been avallable at the elinie
for 12 pesos a pack per momth (abouwt 65¢), They ave moi sold as condracertives,
bat a2 period regulators, normalizers, eic., since according to CHurch (state)
lasr, they are mot allowed to distwibute bivth contol devices or information
(excep? on the rhythm methcd_), Howaver, the dootors txy to reach as many fami'ies
ag possible with these pills, especially women who elready have 9 or 10 childrem,
Women in the barric cften have heavd that Norlostrin, Novaciclina, or ovex (tho
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three available products) are contreceptives and will ask for them, No guestions
are asked, If the doctor is asked for his vam will tell his
patients that they do work as cantrwaptivesa Otherwise, they are told that |
the pills regulate the period so exactly, that the mhythm method can be sucoess~
fally used,

The €hild physician explained to me that the dootors hesitate to teaca the
mmma gince it is sc very vmeure, and that more women seem %o get oregaant
uming 1% than those who work by chance alome, Pregsandies which result often
ceuss lmsbendewife problsms, as the men mey claim he is not the father of the
ohild she is carrying since he did 1ot get o her when she was fertile,

Befoxe the pills, the most common contraceptive devices und‘wam oondoms
(previoualy easily bought at about 3¢ spicce), But two years ago, the Chucch
prohibited their ma:mrmﬁ;m in Colombia and cozmesquently the only omes availeble
are Amsrican and ere vexy cost‘iyo In addition to the pressnt high cost and the
difficulty in obtaining them, the Colombien men do not like to use them for thoy
feel it is not "macho," (manly).

Vory fow digphragns axe used due to doctors mot having been tenght to it
‘them, wﬁiehoir improper use, now is vaginal jelly used due to cost and irsitation,
The spiral, the dootor explamea‘, iz not yet :g‘or the pooxr people, Most comon is
the rhyiha-temperaturs method, mae.t;afactéxyg as has aiready been esa2id, o2 tha
insertion of sspirin into the vagina, the seid of which kills the sperm,

The possibilities that the health center has for chenging the lives o7 those
poor people by lmﬁsing the mumbor of children :iu a way in which move urbaz
elternatives can be mﬂo available for the parents as weil as the children, The
pvarents do pet have to worry 20 much shout feeding end cBothing 7 or 8 childwen,
Instesad, thsy spend more on the few ehildwen they have, providing them witia better
mutrition, more schooling, and greater opportunitiss, Each child can have moxe
of his parents? time, As can be sesn, peremts in the barrio have tried to limit
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fomily size, but the methods availaeble hove not beem successful, The position
the chief physicism and his staff have teken is quite iovolutionm in regavd
%o present govermment policy. Although birth conbrol methods cannot be tm@xt,
simply by distributing the pills and telling a few women of their offecﬁvanesa;
the worli has begun to spread, The heaglih center has quigth initiated the po-
tential for a major change in family and sociel pattermas, as well e opening
up long-run economic opportunities for these poor, (See chapter on Church,)

However, birth cont:mi pille, even if wmade available to all barrio raaidmts;
wonld be met with some and perhsps even a great deal of resistance by the asm,
Machiswo (memliness) is e concept held dear to the Colombisn male, His sexzual

provwess and potency ave d;imtly evidenced in the wamber of children he has
prodused, and thus for the male, o largs family is locked upon as desirabla,

A meightor down the street told me, "My wife sad I heve boen married 14 years,

We have 6 children, We should have hed 14 by mow!" Vomen, however, feel atrongly
that two or thres childrem are quite sufficient, but dare not go egainst the wishes
of their husbands to teke the pills in ssoret, paritly becouse they muat coumt

on his ineome to purchase the pills (12 posos is t00 sizable an emoumt to apend
without being moticed) and parily because they fear his finding out, An educa-
tiomal progrsm extonded to fathers az well .3s mothers scems necessary here, fo
basio values wust be changed,

. The health center almo provides one of the few sourves of sid for destituie
femilies -~ namely a milk and iwceprise distribution program for the most desperate,
elso spomsored by Caritas (Catholio Charity). At least childrenm of these very
poozr psople mey get milk in their diete which can make a mejor difference in
bone and teeth formatiom, |

The imporitsnce of the heslth elinic in this lower olass community is vexy
evident when berric health conditions amd discuses are looked at. Disease sad
poor nutxition are so common that they ave fatalistically accepted, Almost all
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the children have intestinal parasi‘tﬁ.mg teeth are in terrible condition due to
lack of milk amd protein in the diet, most of the ohildren ame wnderweight
sometimes to the point of severe malwutwition, In these'ea.ses, hair beoores
bleached, eyes are glassy, skin is often scabby or scaly, Lones ave deformed,
and the child is listless and weble to leern, Health conditions promote the
spread of disease, The contawinated water, complete lack of comcern abou’:
diseases carried in fecsl matier or wrine, the childven pleying barefoot cmd.
wmolothed in dust laden with hookworms and other dimeases, not washing hands
befowe eating, and not washing fruit and vegetables as well as cooking wtensiis
and dishes are a few occumen health problems, In additior to correctimg some of
these health conditions 'bhx'o’as’a edncetion and helping pavsnis get rid of and
avoid intestinal perasites, correct malnubtrition, and treat demtel cases, the
" health clinie also hefips alleviate the supersiition and ignorsmee surrounding ’
disesse, (See chapter on Beliefs and Superstitions) As do the rurel peasants,
many residents im the barric stild iske their sick children to curanderc [withh .
doctors) who mubter incsnitations and use stvange herbs 4o cure, Amazingls encugh
sometimes these work, However, ﬁ'!:h 2 modern health clinje in the commumity,
which has contact with every school ¢hild (and thus indivectly with a good many
of the families) the values of moders medicine become accepted, at least %o &
dagree, .

I¢ is interesting that the use and acoepitance of modern medicine ag o
major varisble in urbanization has not been emphasized, This is especialiy
striking vhen it is recalled that the spplication of advanced modern soience las

been & najor factor in the world popnlation explosion, and consequent demographic

changes leading to rapid wrbanization, 4in indication of change toward urben

acCeptavie ;
aboeptane® of podern medicine, such as the clindo

Gttitudes way be the degree of
brings the barric, This may affect differsntially even members of a singie
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family, For example, when the baby in my faiily got very sick, her grandmother
oams, suggesting that poultices of egg white be put on the baby's head and back
to draw out the fever,; which was done, The father had o @iffexremt solutio:a,

He wanted to take a clean white vag, catch s fresh cow dung in it and tie it uwo,
Then boil this in milk and give the. salution to the baby, as he had been taughs
that this was a good cure, Rosalbe, the mother, did not like this idea, She
was much more firmly tied to modern medicine end Pinally tock the baby to the
doctor for penicillin shots,

Although use of modera mediocine may indicate s change towerd urbem stiltudes,
the cost of wodern medicine may be prohibitive to the poor, They use herbs or
g the the curanderc to cure disease because they cammot afford this kind of
urban adbantage, Thus it is seem that the cliniec canmot be as effective az it
might be, The poverty of the people and their inability to buy medicimes, their
superstitions and beliefs reinforosd by their poverty vhich sends them to witel
doctors, their suspicion end femr of the new and unknown, their feeling of being
unconfortable with people of & higher class, for their dignity is threatenod,
&ll impede asseclation with the elinie, In additlion, the case history required
of all nowly-admitted fmneq is protested as 400 much red tapse,” for peuple
want to be treated immediately, an imdicstion of their pre-vcoupation with the
present, It seems, then, that im order t¢ increase the effectiveness of the
clinic both as a medical service and ag sn agent of change, a concomitant chance
in the perceptions and attitudes of the pesple toward the clinie will have to

O0CEuR
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POLICE STATION AWD PARK

Polive Station

Thewre iz o police station in the barrio which had in thé Summer of €5
a Poliocs imﬁecw:é, Segmz&o l‘sﬁss;gz, and Hwo officers, Their job was to malirntain
oxrder in the berric (probably the frequendy of erimes was lower than 4t 'mi@,ht
have been, since the probability of being caught immediately was high) as
well as apprebend offenders, Segunds Mumoz disbtingnished twe kinds of erimes-
serious ones lsading o imprimment, and mildex ones in whieh the guilty persia
paid a fine of from 30 pesgos to 500 pezoz ($1.60 to 26.00), Thers were BEAY
sttempted xobberdes, compiaints against hushends or wives, fights, especislly
on Sundsys with the drinking snd dencing going one Beeall that the foundew of
the health center wes murdered in one of these dance halls, There was ome
sta’bbimg in the communlty thie summer, when I was there, which was falked abouvt
for days, Everyone knows whal is going op in the barxdo, There is 1lilttle or w0
privacy - any fight, any visit, any funsvel is by phpuical nature of the housing
{open veiling, much life cuteide, open doovrs and windows, common wall betwaem
houses) opem to the public, I% is vossible that beczuse people are so exyosed
to neighborhood serubiny g.nd gossip theve is less crime -~ this living sitvatioca
acts as & kind of control, or group menction and keeps wouldebe offenders in\?ineo

The jail im back of the iuspesior®z office congists of three rooms « one o
women with o small cot dn i%, and fwo colls for men whichk had nothing but newes
papers covering the cement floow, FPrigoneras, the police imspector told me, were

neger kept in the berxio jall more then 24 houss, bui were sent off to the city
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jeil downtown,

A very interesting 2onflict developed in the barrio during the simmer of
*65 between the police inspec‘coﬁe and meubers of the community, The conflict
f#rev fxon s personal feud betwmsn one of the barrio leaders and the father,
Julio, in my femily aqainithe imspector, Julie wes furious becouse his shifty
brother~in-law had been put in Jjall, This demanded Julio’s response in t&z
neme of femlly honor, The other mon was angry beeause he had registered a
complaint against a woman and no acktion was token., They got a petition edxw
wulating demanding Inspector Mumoz's vesignation 5ue ‘o incompatinceo A1l
thia, they tried to keep hidden fvom me, slthough I knev something was going
on from the parede of visitors Julic suddenly received, I leawned fvom the
neightoring storekeaper whet wvas occourving., Anyone who had a gwipe about the
Inspector (and most people had a »slative or friend who had been in jail a
dey or two) digned the petition, The apparent vesult wes that the Inspectcr
hed reuigne&o‘ Actuplly what had heppendd was that it was time for t?ze transfes
of the Inspector o smwother stetion (they work on s rotating system), and he wes
simply transferwed, though barrio members did not kmow this and thought thut
thoy hed brought about hise vemignalbtion, Vhatever the outcome, the use of the
petition demongtrated the awmes:ﬂypiw},ly urban chasnels of political wcticn
by tke barrio members,

The Ch:lldm‘ g Park

. The Abraham Idncoln Children's Paxk was built by the American Colony of
Cali. 1%t is a lazge, fenoed-iam playgrownd with s seb of swings, a see-saw, a.m
Jumgle=jin, and is well-used by ¢hildren of both Cauguite and Puerto Mallarino.

A comnittee of eight to ten people wansges the park and tries to get equipment for
it. Upaally membere of this commilies ave already barrio 1ea.dem; and sre often
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also in Aqidn Comumal,

The paxk is operated every day except Monday, firom 9«12 A M, and 2«6 PN,
by e membex of & special folice foxce in Cali called Pr?tecei&: Infantil,

The policensn leads the childven in gysmastios, singing) gemes and eivie instruce
tion, He tries to teach the children to ccoperate sand follow directions, The
children seem 4o enjoy these sotivities imaensely, A new project is beimg place
ned ~ @ little house on the playgrovnd to hold a library, since such inforzaticn
bhas been dfmtributed by the Ameriose Colony,

The park, although a delight to the children of the commwnity, doem mct scem
to motivate the adult members to do anything for it, Not enough interest wvas
arvonsed even to twmild a smell retsiming wall ead the committee hed to find funcs
t0 pay someone to do 1%, Thism lack of collsboration end cooperation im recent
times is typical of Puerio Mallaywino,
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POLITICS = ACCION COMUNAL

Accioé Comunal is tﬁa nstionnlly orgenized political orgenization for
community action, Its atruoture has been dictated by natioﬁal poliey 3
singe the Colombian government has taken a national front policy, an equal
nunber of liberels and conservgiives heve heen required to head the orgenization
in each barrio, T here are 12 members in ths pgoverning junta, eix liberals
and six conservatives, Unfortunctely, thies hes made it en organizegion for
politiciens instead of devoted workers, Of the 12 members nf‘thevJunta whe
began their ¢wo yenr term in August cf.196%, only three finished, Ususlly they
are dropped for lack of attendsnce of Junta msetines,

The eleetion which was supvosed to cecour in August of 1965 wes vostponad
until September since the supsrvisors necesssry for the slection did not cons,
Young memhers of the community under the direction of Mélide Vallecilla, vice-
vresident of the organization, vroduced meveral shori playe, The festivitizs
of this night were noteworthy, for it wes the only community festivity whieh

I observed during the summer,

heeldn Commal projsets include the ovsraiion of the Casets Comunal, s

drinkine end dance hell and 1little vestaurant whose vrofits go to the orgsniza-
tion, They slso have a fund for "domestic celamities," such ss desths and
illnesses, for barrio members who nesd help, In the lest two years, 4,000 pescs
were Paised feor this fund through festivalsg, and beer and food snles (about

$ 220,00), This aid Punction ig extremely imvortent in ths barrio, ss has
already besen discussed, for it is the only soures of helv outside the femily

to which a desparately poor famlly ean turn, Often barrio members will chcose
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as godonrents for their children, members of the Junts, se they have sccess to
thesge eﬁergency fundse,

Basides these two on~going vrojecis, focion Comunsl hes implemented many
barric gorle since its begirmings in Puerio Mallarino in 1957, 1In the yeer
1959-63, sewerage systems snd purified water were brought into the bnrrio, the
park squave was begun, and the oluns for the heslth cenisr were initiated,

In 1962-635, the vark ﬁas voved 8t the cost of 8,000 pescs, half of which was
paid for by the elty end the other helf By Puerlo ifallarino, Sireets were
improv@d et this time, Por 1963=64; two teachers in the bavrio school were
paid salsries through Accion Comunsl funde,

Politionl orientention of the vosidentz iz generally st the community level,
A1l voliticel sction &8 for the good of the community., People paerceive
governmenﬁ only in s8s much as it iuplewmenis o inhibits berric goals,

For axamp!é,"they afa.écncerned who bogomos m%yoé of Cali only go far ag it
direectly affocts them ss 8 communtiy, If the msyor will be resvonsive to loesi
pstitiona end provide aid, he is looked upon Pavorsblfi. Nationsl government

ig ususlly percelved aa very digteant, NMost people sesm 4o havé a8 personalw

iatic sttachment for a nsilonal lemdsy, Many liked Réja? Pirtilla beceuse they
falt he would protsct the poor@f‘EQQn izsuss such aé cﬁ;nge in ¢ity schoeols

do not econcern besrrio members unless they are verceived ss the city affecting
the sommunity.b Sowe bérrio mambarﬁgyaépéciﬁliy thoge of éauquita snd others vho
are very poor oy Lrensient do not even ver{eive the velue of local govérnmant and
do not become invelved even in community affeirs,

Although meny wers sophistoested politically to the degres of knowing
who was runnipg or whaet issues were at steke (ususlly men-- womsn(wives) steycd
out of politics), there wes little o no identification wifth the issues ov with

o
the nation as a whole - palitﬁzation mraly went beyond the community level,
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In this lower cless barrio the degvee of politicization was mucﬁ less
then that in soms other similar communities. The invesion of Aaturias, for
oxsmole,; which hed been diabandeé by decres of the mevor through use of foroce
of police and the national army, is now?vary highly politicized group
espousing vevolution, Perhaps because residents of Puerto Mallarine and Ceuquita
have never feli themselves threatensd by unfavorable pgovernment action, they have
not needed to parcelve it, o

Feelings of nationalism and allegleneo to Colombiam are relatively wesk, This
may be dus to the large amount of contact barrio members heve had with the
Thited Stetes both thrbugh the gtay of a pesce-corpsmen end the weekly showing
of the 1,3, Informetion Agency's propegende filme, The U.S5, imege is so Fave
orable thet barrio members considey themselves end their own countrv very backe
vards, Although enti-yannqui sentiment vuns high in other communities, lesding o
mers nationalistic feslings, the pro-Americanigm in @h@barria, expressed espe~
eially in the virtual adogation of John P, Kennedy (upen whom barrio members
look 2s a saint end wﬂo“s pleture hangs next %o that of the Blessed Tirgin in
several of the barrio homes) has probably reduced feelinga of natibnaliamo

Most of the residents are politlcally apathetblec except, as we have said,
in reletionship to community affaire, Here They have an ameging sophist&ca%ﬁonf
and know the é§;£§¥§ of communication upwsrde very thoroughly, Ususlly they
will use Aceidn Comunal for petitioning but not for actuslly organizing to
get things done, The clty povernment seemas to bavwilling to fulfill the peiitiona,
One renson for this is thatl every year st thistmga, a pageant is held onltﬁe
Cauce River with election of "Miss Colembiu® besuty queens and heliday
colobration, Thisg brings tourists {rom %11 over to Cali g well as Puerto
Mallavino, The barric prepares the flcats, heg food and drink stends and

dance halls, as well as enterteinment forfthe holiday, Th%pity, because of tha
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cooperation itheeds form the barric to weke this a successful project, 1listens
to the requests made by Accidn Comunal, and will help on projects, Barrio
members have used this kind of wmanipulation of'ten, to the point whers they
will not fix e swall hole in the road, Dubl eall on the municipality to do ro,
with 88 much effort consumed in lsilers and peitlitions as would have heen syent
in shovelling e few lomde of dirt,

Aceiln Comunsl ie significent in Pusrio Mallarino as thdmajor prestige=
conferring institution, AS in pessant socielies, 1t is not money or wealdl so
mich which brings prestige o a family, but service ¢to the commmity, The
people who gerve on the junt@ are well roapectsd and looked up to, sre asked
to be compadres, snd ere considered importent people in the community., This
political inetitution is saleo importent ss e source of aid, being an urben
alternative to the family &s the only scurce of ald, Finslly, it is the means
or instrunent for getiing thinge dome, It is decidedly urban, for the sophisti-
cated use of communicetion chamnels upwarde, and for its ability to get the
city to do the work, If has managed, through this means, to et the park,
the streets, water and seweragelfecilities, and elsctricity. In addition it
may provide for wigrants and poor alike s framework for understending pelitical
political orgenizetion end how gonle may ba implemented through cooperative
efforts, Although actlion orientation iz focused on barrio goals, Aoeibn
Comunal provides a tis-in to the ity and urben government, snd even to nation-

al govermment, for its very structurs is determined by netional poliey,



105"

CAUQUITA - A COMMUNITY IN CHANGE

The invasion of Cazuquite has been described as a single row of shacks
on the southern fringe of the barrio of Puerto Mallarino, lining or built over
one of the main sewersge arteries of Csli, The first houses were built over
the black watere of the canal scme 2% years sgo by & few vresidents of Pueito
Mallarino for the purpose of renting, The invasion proper started when inveders
built their own shacks some time afier the Bcgotazo rovelt in 1948 and the
onslavght of rursl violence, which induced meny rurel peasents to m:igzratef-,1
This invasion on municipal land has not been an orgenized bridghead settlement,
in which a shenty town is btuilt overnight, but a slowegrowing development, buils
house by house as each individue) femily that was looking for land found :tseif
2 spot on the banks of the canal, The invasion began to reach ite preseni prc-
poriions around '89612 vhen propagands began $6 cireulate that new houses vere to
be built for the Cauguita invaders, In the sumer of 1965, tﬁera were 19¢ fa-
miligs living over the sewer, accoxding to the plenning office, with an average
of 6 people per household ard o total population of 1194, At the time of Ton
Fosteris censusz(t')c-’ep 1963-Mavch, 1964) there were 1}75 families in Ceuquita, end
49% of the families had been i:d Cauquita three years or under, or since the tize
when the news spread about the new heusesg) Only 6 :E‘aarn:tlieaig about 3,%? ha¢ beea
in Canquita over 16 years (before the mg@tm)e andvere tHe: firet iokstishats
of the canal, Moat of the older houses were not built on bamboo stilts direcily
over the waters but rested intirely om the banks at the western end of the Canal,

Over 90% of the izhabitants have been in the invasion under 9 years, (See Table)s

T Information comes from an interview with Jorge O'byrne, head of Accion Comunal,

2 Oficima de Pleneacion,
Poster Cenmsusm, Oot., 163«March 64, of Cauguita - with Peace Corps estimating
housing needs,
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In the last year, few families have built on the canal, since title to the new

houses requires at least a two-ycaris wesidency,

length of Residence in Cauguits

Under 1 year 26  15%
13 years (after 1961) 59  34%
49 yeers 72 42%
10=15 years 10 &%

16 years end over {esince 1948) 6 3%

P errestr] T

If we use Turner®s hypothesis, the majority of the inhabitents of Cancuits
ave stage 3 migrents sccording o both residence pattern of invasion and length

of time in Cali, 7% of the femilies ave migrant®s who have beem in Cali over

5 years, Only 13% have been in Cali less than 5 years, 16% of the family heads
are Cali-born, The proportion of recent migrants is lower in Cauquits thex: for
Puerto Mallarino (13% vs. 228), although the proportion of psople born in Cali
is higher (1674 vs, 11%). See Tebls below,

Length of Time in Cali in Years

Time Period Wumber %

Under 1 year 4 2%
1wb yoors 19 1%
5«12 years 75 42%
Over 12 years 49 29%
Cali-borm 28 16&

173 100%

The push factor mey account for the lavger amount of Calilbora psople
in the Caunquite Invasion, since the major chavacteristic of the inbhabitants
of the cemal is poveriy, According to Oscar Lewis® "Culture of Poverty," the
rurel-born popr and the urben~korn pooxr have z very similer way of life = their
alternatives are greatly limited, Comsequently, both migrents and urban-born

poor ave faced with the seme alternatives of either losming home, family and
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possessiong bacause they cannet affoxrd rm*;’:, or sguatting on land where they can
live rent~-free, They sre pushed to invade due to their poverty, Jobn Turner
differs with Lewis® concept tu specify that the rursl-urban migrant is, like his
poor, urhau-born cousterpart, only after an adjustment period of the city of ssveral
years, Bub the negative, fatalistic end aea'pei:ate attitudes if the urban-born
poor who ave unable to ascape the cycle of poverity may be even a further push to
invade reni=free land,

Tarner found that most barviads vesidents who had been wigrants had lived
in the downtown area of Lima for usually 512 years, before invading or meving
to a barriada &m escepe went, In Caugquita, it meems that in many cases, the

3 18% of the residents bave besn in Cauquite

period of wenting is not that long,
a8 long or almost as long ss they have been in Cali, It has either been thadr
firet residence or one of their firvel, Auother 26% have been in Cali enly 5
years 1onger than in Cauquita, Some M%.of the wresidents have moved o an invsgion
or a stage S-type settlement during the pericd Turner usually found them living

in downtown lima paying rent, See Table below:

Di¥Perence Between Time :m Ce'}_i and Feemdenee T:lme in Caugquita

Same, or Under 1 Year
Difference
1«8 years longer in 45 26%
- Cali then Cauguita -

512 Tears , 45 26%

Over 12 Years Ionger 52 30%

in Cali than Canquits s e
- 173 - 100%

Reasons for the rela‘bively ghort peried of time between migration to Cali

end inveding again include the push fsctor of poverty, If the mig:rantag kowever

2 Don Fosteris eensug gove both er:gbh of time families had been in Cali and
length of time they had been in Cauguite, meking this snalysis possible.
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long they have been in Celi, are so poor that they cannot pay'mt, they must
try te find a situation where they can live rent-free - namely, invade, ﬁsually
the invaders in Cauquita are older families wiehv children or gxgdcﬁildrmc or
unmarried women with children, whose situaﬁons are most desperate, According
to ‘x”bater's census, 101 of the shacks were listed as being owned by a male, while
72 shacks were owned by women, This pattern of female home or land ownership is
quite common to the slave pocket region of Northern Cauca end Southern Valle,
Cherles Mertinson, a student on our Osegon vesearch team, found im the rural
aves of El Remolino; a Negro village to the east of Celi, thet 3§ 7of the smell
lend holdings were owned by women, ~

There are also pull factors operating to attract recent migrents to Cauquita.
The first of these is family snd town contacts which ave very powrful in thise
largely-Negro community. Recent migrants msy build nesr kin or townsmen if land
is available, or in a few cases, may vent a shack already builg on-Canquitao Rent
is inereasingly becoming more rare due to the 1961 requiremsnt that only home
ouners can get title to the mew houses, The ability to find jobs in the commmity
is another inpotfant pull factor for recent migrants, especially from rarel or
coastel areas, A third of the workers in Cauguite have jobs in the barvric e:ithér
digging sand in the Cauca river or hauling up bamboo, or working neighboring
sugaxr _cme‘rieldao The oceupation of most members among the residents of Canqﬁita
is as agricultural workers, |

A third pull-factor for recent migrants is tﬁe desive to get title for a
new house through ownership of an invamsion shack, At least 27 Qf the poorast
families havé sold their shacks (md their rights to the new houses) to those who
ave somewhat better off, Those who wers most in need of the new housing were

bought out « probably tov invade elsewhere,
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" Racial: Culiural Complex

Tt is importent to understand the culture of the residents of Cauguita
which cangea. to it the urban enviromment, At least T0% of the families ave
Negm or mlattoo There are many mixed marrisges or free unlona, It seems thet
ra<;131 prejudice among thé very puor is almost non-existent, Most of the Tegro
element comes from the Puerto~Tejegds, Causa«Southern Valle belt or from the Coust
ae far North as the river Atrato in the department of Checo to ports in the south
of the depariment of Cauwcs, The ties to these saending sveas ave still very strong,
and there ave meny intercommections smong the vesidenta in Cauquita as well as
cultural ties to the "place back home," The significance of the identiffication
with the region of 'bii'bb was mede clear to me when a Negress introduced hewsel!
t0 me as "Anunciacion Murrllo, Checoano {of the Chood ), |

For example, the Negro-Cstholie element of the Coast has a different way
of celebrating funerals than do the wrban psople, some of theae customs still
be:mg kept almost secretly, For the death of s young child they celebrate
bundles (in the interior) and chinguelos (#n the comet), a kind of weke in which
they sing prayers thenking Cod for taking the baby and not meking him sﬁfferg znd
gongs encouraging the pavents 4o have ancther ehild, Funerals dwr a&ulta are
accompanied by alabados or songs of *;cs:r:z:w‘.s:ag.~ not customery for the Catholic
nasses of the eity, Many of the Negroes ave not veligious and feel no ties to
the Catholic Chuweh. These people do not believe that marrisge is a sacrsuent -
probably the largest ‘nwnbe*r of free wnions heve relatively shallow religlous ties,
in a.ddition to the Catholic and non-religious elements is & small group of evan-
 gelicals, very tighily kmit, vho do not believe in school for their children, eto,

An’ﬁ-’ha:t: cultural trait of the Negro sector has been the custom of giving
birth crouched on the knees and pulling on a rope hung from a besm or iree, rather

than lying prone, As the Negroes become a part of the city, they learn to consider
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this method very backwerd (which scientifically préba,hly has tha. advantage that
the force of ya.?it& as well as the woman!s muscles can wrk together), They
would deny that they ever had childwen thst way wntil pmiaeti for the sensibility
of the method end them comfessed as to bow Cloven they had been, The midwives

in the invasion have been trained by the eity health clinic in Puerto Mallarino
and are probably a great fector in "urbanizing" the birih process,

Mary of the foods and food uses snd the sooking utensils come from the
Afddesn heritage, The peﬁ:ple of Canquita stiil uge coavse woven sieves of bamboo
and wooden beaters for these é.x-e less eipsns:‘we than arban metalwvars, They feel
wafed without plantains and a starchy yellow palm frait, the éhuntaﬁum‘_g_ Those
who bave lived m the river, especially in the Choco have a great love for fish
and miss it in the city, Most of these fsmllies have & few pots of herbs for
flevoring, medicinel, and magicael uses, Superstitions and beliefs ave especisily
s%zong amng these péoplez bui are common Lo mogt of the lower class, This hes
besn dealt with in a preceding chapier,

The family patterns sre also part of this racislecultural complex, &60% of
the families are not legally marvied {church marrisge serves both e¢ivil avd reiie
gious functions,) 40% are or have been marcied (6% ave widowed), See Tables

“Civil Status in Cauguits

Civil Status _...;2_..
Sciterce (single) 104 £0,1%

Casados 59 38,1%
Vindow Jo
173 100%

~ The Isck of legal marriages in the Wegro culture complex is attributeble %o
several factors, One of these is the ma%riarchai femily pattern developed during
the period of slavery bésmzse the male was the pawn of the owner and families
were broken up é:h the vhim of the magter, lesving only the mother to maintain

. 4
sand integrate the family,
£ Raymond T, Gmith - The Negro ia British Guiena (1955)
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Another factor already mentioned has been the lack of strong ties to the
Catholic Church on the part of many of these fmmilies, Where there is no fear
of sanctions for not meivingv the smcrament of marriage, legal or church marrigge
becomes unnecessary, Extreme poverty is another reasgon for not getting married
legelly, lLicense fees, donations to the church, clothing and fiestas are @t
within the incomes of those who do not have enough %o eal, Im addition to these
factors is the desire of the women to be independent, The Negresses, especially
from the norilexn Caucae region, express their distaste for mavrisge as "I don''
went to have anything to do with that business,” This is probably due to not
wvanting to be subservient to a husband (as is the Colombian cusitom), not wanting
to have to support him, nor to put up with his "foolishness."” The woman takes
complete responsibility for her illegitimate children and does not expect the
father to support them, She worke, begs, or may even prostitute herself, but
she cares for then, Her mother may help look after them while ghe works, The
child is not unwaléomed even though he is illegitimate and hardships are great.
As Coroine Max’e de Jewis said in Child of the Dark, "A man enters by the door.

4 child is at the root of the h&mo”s

Family patterns do mot alweys correspond to marital status, Although omly
34% of the family heads are presently legally married, 43% sxre nuclear familien,
I define nuclear families as stable family units with father presémt, in which
children bear the father’s name (whether there is a ieggl marriege or not) and
all children are of the seme father. 15% of the umarried families have these
nuclear family chavasteristios, 14.5% of the families in Cauquita ave extended
but have e nuclear parent-child type relationship, ®ften there ie a grandparent(s),
2 cousin( a), or & grandchild }iving with a nuclesr family, These families are
all extended nuclear,

14.5% of the families eppear wuclear but arve actually metrifocal, There is

5 De Jesus, Duttom Co., New York, 1962, Sigmet Book, p. 49,
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wo legal marrisge, only a free union, The women usually work, maintaining them
econonic independence, The children either all bear the mothers lest neme

(in which cage it is impossible to estimate from the esnsus material the relative
stability of the couple) or each child has the last name of his father and all
or most of the last names ave different indicating a shifting fathaﬁ pattern,
Andther 14% of the families have no male figure in the home, The children often
do not imow who their father is, These ave .the metriavchal, father-sbeent
families composed only of mothers and children, 10% of the families are extendad
matrifocal femilies where there is nmo father present and there are kin aside
from parents and ohildvem within the home, Often this will be sn old mstriarch,
her ummarried song and deughters mnd their illegitimate childrem, or an 0ld
matriarch and her grandchildren, About 5% live in ofher types of wnits,

k)

2

The high proportion of mother-centersd homes may not necessgriiiy be a
characteristioc of the Negro sub-culture,but may perhaps be attributable to
poverty alego or Yo migretion itself, Patoh, in his study Life in a Calle o'ai =
a Biudy of Urben Disorgenization, found elso that residents in this inner=city

o ";,s“l.:/:e._lin a Glleyon . < fl‘vd% of Urbay i};éavsqvn"zd-t'on.” a—'—’-'.L.ﬁ.(:l..ﬁ"_f‘“
e i vz - L
L apg Rapert, wislocoast S.4. savls, yof, WL ,# 6 | Tine ‘1
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slum of Lima, Peru, tended o have matvifocal femily patterns, He says that
fanily ties do not bresk in the uﬁsaaiéation process but shift from paremt-child
relationships to the blood ties of mother and child, The mother, he finds, gives
cohesiveness to the fsmily, (The people he studied are not of Negro origin, but
Indian, )

The mean fanily size in Ceuquita is 5.1 people pé:r: household unitf This
is smallex than the family size in Puerto Mallarino by about 1 member, Usvally
families are larger than this mumber would indicete, but often older children
try to escape the poverty looking for work elmewhere or ithere ave other children
“hack home,"” The distribution of femilies asccording to size looke like this

Frequency . ,

30
25
20
15

10 v,

5
0 1 2 34 5
" # in Family

M

Children in the Negro family complex are probably less controlled thex
children of the non-Negro femilies, but this may be due to the large number of
wo;eking mothers in the former group who have less time to cave for their children,
The mothers were affectionate to ﬁzéi:c: childven but 4id not hesitate to ca;:ff them
wi}an they were nsughty, 3Babies leara early to sit quietly and stay out of the way,
There is little provimion made for their protection from the splinters om the shack

flocrs or from felling off the bed and infants soon learn not to move arvound,

- « - e &

# Qecording To Douw foslerls census .
]
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Little children from sbout 2 om are permitied in the sirveet ususlly with =n
older ochild to look after them and mothers let them play with little or ns
supervigion, Little boys generally sre neked or go sbout simply with shirvts
on wntil the age of 5, probably to avoid the expense of lewmdering soiled clothing,
Iittle girls always have their botitoms covered, Infants genmerally do not wesy
diapere btut simply ave swaddled in o light veg, Vhean the child has %o urimate
or defecate he im held away from the mother's body o eliminate on the floor or
in the atreet ocubtgide, There seems to be no concern with disespe fyom the body
waetes, As pecple become more urbanized howvever, snd perceive themselfes upwardly
robile, nakedness is not tolerated, and children wear shoes - both indicatiors of
"better breeding."

Children are expected +o help in the dally routine and generally accept
this responsibility, Often & 1ittle girl will take charge of cooking while her
mother washes clothes to bring in & little income, or an older boy will care for
the younger children if pavents are away, The necessity of each member of the
family comtributing to the welfare of the whole among the very poor ssems tv be
understood by the children,

The Cultuxe of Poverty

The rural-like Culture of Poverty is eveident, then, in the invasion settlemen:
in traditional customs and beliefs, in_ the diet, in the family patterns and lack
of formal merriage ties; in childerearing, ineéluding lack of supervision fer
children, lack of clothing for littie boys, in the large mumber of agricultural
or semi-ruwrsl jobs, and in the family as the production unit in which every
member must conitxibute for the survival of the group, Other aspecte of this
culture inelude the very limited types of jobs that vesidents of Cauguita hold,

end the large mmber of workers for the todal population, 31% of all the people
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in Ceuquite are employed, About # of the families have two or more workers, bub
the tot8l income is still very low, THis often ineludes both father and mother
or &n older child and father,

For men, the jobs are pretiy well limited to the wm‘ oz semi-rural
vooupations alreedy mentioned.,.' o smbulant vending, to work im construction,
transportation, or factories, or to skilled jobs such as shoemaking ox barbering,

The women are usvally sither maids ox washerwomen or work in food selling, .

Qocupations
¥ale Femele (includes men, women, children)

Rural or Semi-Rursl Agriculture 47 Domestics 23

Send-digging 29 ggg% 19
' Damboo 8 Store L

vnsjtabla Street 33 Vonding and 5.
Vendeyrs, Cart . Calleria ,
Pullexrs, and i
Yeagengers Sewing

Urpan Workers 31 Comadroma -~ 1
Comstzuction 26 (s re)
Transportation & ATy L

Sales Store, Gelleris 5 . OTAR- 92

Skilled Workews  Barbers, Shoe- 16
nakers, Carpen
~ters

Unemployed Beggery T
LTOTAL 208

Even compaved to the lower cilass barrio of Puerto Mallarino the kinds of
jobs the residents of Cauquita hold are ceritainly more limited, amd the propoxiion
of workers in uwnstable and in rurel and seni-rural cccupations is much higher :
{see pp. Eeonomics chapter),

Yet we should find a move urbanized group of people im Caugulita if we look

only at the length of time they have beenm in Usli, for only 13% of the Canguita
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regidents have been in Cali less then 5 years vhile- 22% of the residents of 3
Puerto Mallarino are recent migrants,. This means thet the faotor of vime in
the city is pot as significent am is the poverty and backgx&dmd' of ‘bhe.migmntao
Althougx reeidents of Cauquzta have been iun Cali longer and also havc a higher
praporbion of urban hiri:hs, *&hsy a:zre wore "rucal amording %o oacupation.

- The houses had = rurel semblazxce., Yost were constructed of bamboo plnte::eﬂ_
over with n:ud wuilt om hea.vy' bamboo stilis over the sewer, The f;loors were of
rough plank; ' Umallyi the sheck co%zsistad of one room abmt .129‘ X 15%, sometiges
'parb:itmned into a bodroon a:eea arzd. kwchemahvixg room by & wall of newspeper |
twoked to bemboo poles, The house was smll and cmwdodg and the stench frcrm the
Bewer wafted up between the floor boards, 'Eue:eea ware ne ix.»ile'h faca.lities -
 vesidents built small platforms ové:é“fha gewer for that function,_, ﬂono of the

Mks had water, ;Twob cement ‘wa,tier fountains served the entire comnity, though
peopie also made use offre.izs}barrelso Washing enteiled ca.rryiﬁg quentities of
uai:é_r over to the wesh tub from the fountain, umlly in galloan olil ocans, AOften
t% Little j boys would have this §ob, carrying the can with a wive handle suse
pet_xded“onr e pole between them, A very few shacks had electricity - most relied
on oandles if they stayed up beyond derk, Fach hoﬁe wim:}a had eny land behind or
in front had gardens, often with benmaa @r'p}.mmin trees and chuﬁta&mvpalmsg
Sometimes there were a few ehiekaﬁé, but animels are a luzury which few could
afford, Ia fact, animals are considered éﬂatus gymbols, life in this aspect
certainly was primitive and ruml;, "

The lack of cﬁg&mﬁunities in vecupation has aiready been discussed, and it
wes seen thaij‘ the kinds of jobs open tc'%"ns' Cauguita poor were very limitéd-, St 3
Eduaatiéns oo, is or has been very difficalt b@ obtain for the Cauguite résj;één%’ég
(Bee. Education ehapwro) Only a bendful of children attended the primary school .

. in Puerto Mallawino. Pzobably less than 30% ever auceeasfully oompleted fira‘e @adaq
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The one~iywma shack which served as the schwol for Cauquita was terribly inasdecuat®.
With the new houni:ng project and pmohia;l school for Canquita residents, the
housing and education pictures should improve |
Rural aspects alec include a2 high %ixfﬁh and death rate, One woman told me

that of the 17 children she had horﬁe, only 6 survived, Death iz a common part

of 1ife, One woman told me that two of her children had died in the lest 10 days
baoa#:.se she had no food for them,

The pecple of Ca,uqai.'bu have o suspicious attitude toward their neighbors,

Most feel that the only people they can count om are immediste family or sometimes
other kin or townsmen, This kind of hostility and suspicion of neighbors in the
invagion is very much as Carolina de Jesus described in the S5 Daulo 'favela;o'!
There is a lack of communlty cohesivenees, In the detailed questionnaire given
%0 10 of the femilies, all thought that there was little or no unity smong reeidents
- of . Ganquitao Some of “this lack of ocmmuntty“oohe:sinn wh:tch seens: oon‘l{p.ty to the
barriada spirit of cooperating to build schools and got urben facilities may be
due to the lack of organization of the mettlement in the first placeg In Cauquit.,
each individﬁa.l famlly found & s'ui'ke.bie pétoh of land and indivj.dually Suilt a
ghook for his own end, In e bridgshead i&ava,aioﬁg organigation for the benefit

of the whole group as well ap the individuals ;perhaps make# foi cohesiveness,

They have to stand togsther to defend their iavasion, As far as I know, thoijx—
quite residents have never been threatensd by mmicipal a:zithorit:les for their
squatting and this, too, mey be a resson for lack of cchesiveness, Regarding

the question, "do you think femilies should work together to aolfe problems or
golve them themselves?" the responsze was in most case§, to molve them individually,
The suspicion of neighbors has led 4o problems in velocating them in the new
houses for they gomstimes oxpfess the desire not to bs neex this or tﬁat neighbory
The social worker has stressed the importance of thelr cooperating to mske a hai:py
1 Carolina Maria de Jesus, Child of the Dsvic,
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community, It im a pavadox that those who have nothing fear the most of

losing everything, The fear end suspicion in Canquite fav éxceeded that expressed
in Poerto Mellarino, But most of thoge in Puerto Mallarino were somewhat betier
off, ‘

This may be velated to Foster's concept “Imaje ?,ﬁf 1imi'bed good," which
he apples to peasant societies, It seems that peasants believe that if anyone
in theif.éom:ity mekes sny kind of muccesa he is aotually xobbing the rest
of the community, & zero-sum ﬁati&n of wealthoa it may be that the suapicion
among Cauquite residenta is related to this feew. of losing vhat they have to o
neighbor, The context is yoveriy, however, ot peasantry, It may be that poor
and peasant alike, due to their v@y limi%e& alternatives, fear losing the wost,
for vhat they have to lose really iz & matter of life and death,

Tet ??esidmts of Ceuguite identify themselves as & group againet tl;e outside,
They feel, like the faveledos Frank Bomilia studied in Rio dé Janeim9 thet novody
outside really cgres about them, Uﬁivemiﬁysﬁuﬁmta, labor unions, the Presi.
dent, the City, Awidh Gommig priests, socisl workers, the rich people, political
parties, teachers, govermment ofiicielsm, the Allisnce for Progress, Cerites
(cﬁtholic Charity), end the Pesce Coxpe they view as either helping very little,

or not at all,

Change

Yet the chamge for the residenta of Cauguits is being brought sbout from
the outside, Whether from real comcera, from femy of revolution, or for prestige,
the spark for the mew houses came timm@ the Angeles del Hogar charity organi-
zation, head;ed by Ieoncr ﬁr';ib@ de Villegas, an apper class lendholder of Cali.
Apparently the wife of the American econsul saw the dé;;myit ghacke on the filthy

sewer and wes horrified that people were living like this, Ghe spread the word

8§ Foster, George M, "Peasant Society and the Tmege of Limited Cood" to be pub, Rwow
Hanuseript, Berkelsy, Calif, April 30, 1964, in Awerican Anthropologist.

9 mmille, Frank, "Rios Favelos, the Hursl Slum Wifhin 1ty," Bmericen Univer-
sity Fi1d Report, East Coast Litin Americs, mmﬁh s?é_? il ,
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to her lady friemds in high circles and they decided to do something about it,
Land was purchased from Dofia Villeges in close proximity to the invasion, west
of the barrio Puerte Mallarinoc, Mnancing came from the Angeles del Hogar which
called iteelf Providienda de Cauquits, the Tnetitute of Territorial Credit (I.C.T.)
and the Allisnce for Progress through the A,I.D. program, The way in which costs
were divided up is a bit'clbu&yo Informotion seems to conflict, depending on
the agency providing the information, Fox example, im the I,C.T, resume, no
mention is meds of the Allience for Progress role, and im Allisnce infomﬁien,;,
it appears the Alliance is just about the onply contributor, Neverthalang from
piecing togethaé infomtionw the costs look like this:

Under the I.C.T, plan "Erradicacidn de Tugurios,” 218 homes were built,
57 meters squave, esch with & smail lot, The total cost of each of the homes
is spproximately 16,000 peson, including 2,000 pesos in interest over a 20 year
period (st 5% yestly) N

Of the 14,000 pesos ectunl cost, the prdpqxtipna 218

Allience for Progress (41d) = 4,500 pesos ~ poooo seg . 2;500
ToCoPord, 500 pesom > |

9,000 .
Patron = Cooperstive = 5,000 pesos  winum 25% « 1,750
viviende de €auquita “"“66"395 pesos

14;000 total
The purchases repay only 75% of the loan, the vemaining 25% {3,500 peecs) being
repaid by the Cauquita Cooperative, %he I.0.7,, and the Alllance, This meens that
of the 16,000 cost for the house, the buyer actually psys about 12,500 over 20

¥ Information on Cauquita finsncings

"ﬂg Interviews with Javier Vallejo, divector of 1.C.T, for Valle,

2) Information given to the vesidents of Ceuquita by the sogial worker,
Marina Buiz,

3; "Guide to the Allisnce for Progress Tour of Celi," a fiier,

4) TIustituto de Credi‘t@ Perritorial « Res'uman w C‘a.lip July 21 19550
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yeexs, This amoumts Yo elmost $700 U5, dollars, In the beginning, the plan
was to have buyers repay the loan of about 70 pesos monthly (almost 4 dollars)
but the residents complained that this wes too higho ‘The Alliance paper says
they pay 50 pesos moathly, The last time I heard, it was 40 pesos (a litile over
$2) monthly that psople were paying, though they felt this was also high, Most
likely, a flexible @nymmﬁ program will have to be worked out so that families
in extreme poverty can have some payment reliefl,

The 218 houses ave of cement block, all slike, in rows, with two bedrooms,
a kitchen, bathroom, and living woom, Water, electricity and sewerage goes to
each house, but the molythly expemse of the utilities is wot inoluded in the rent,
Windows and doors to the outside are included, Ineide, doorwsye have been lei't
without doors, The houses are not painted ~ all detail, including the patio, has
been left up to the family, The socisl worker told me that this not only cuts
down the expense, but also encourages a feeling of indivié:ezaliza'&ion and identie
fication w:lth"'the new buildings, She encouraged them to bring bamboo end hoards
from their old home for femcing in a patic (essentisl to Colombian 1ife) and
encoure@d'that they work together consbtructing furniture, She alse told shen
that they must try fo b@ good neighbors end work together, even suggoat:mg_a
pooling of talents im o common business eanterprize, Considering the hostility
most neighbors feel toward ome another, this part of the preparation for the new
homes cammot be overemphasized, The home was to be theivs, she told them, and
they could beautify it with plants end piciures, by meking furniture, emd by
planting gardens,

An attempt was made to bring sbout soeial change through the new houses,
The sceiel worker who had interviewed esch femily several times, explaining all
deteils for theilr move, held meetings to explain who would be moving and when,
The first group of 16 families moved into the new houses just in time for the
ineuguvation day of the new barrio Padre Sanfn (nsmed after a priesf who helped
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organize the Cooperative Pro-Vivienda and died a yeex before the projeot was
realized), on July 31, 1965, This was abiended by importent funstionaries of
the I.,C.T., the Colombian govermment, and Alliance as well as by the members
of the charity organiration, Free cokes and ice cream were an sdded atiraction,
A priest from Osli held a high Mass in vhich many of the children of Canguita
were given their first Holy Commuvion, The "Apgala of the Home" had helped to
meke Commmion robes of old sheete for all the children and gave esch child g
heantiful medal for a gift, OCanes were organized in the p&w;ymund for the
childven, Open house was held ~ the 16 familien who had moved in the day before
entertained styeams of visitors vho edwived their mew bomes, They seemed very
proud of their new houses, espsoially with so muoh attention, The old houses
of the 16 whe hed moved were symbolically demolished by e bulldozer, Other
femilies woved over in scotions as their bomes beocame realy,

At the meetings, the socisl worker explained that they weréd starting out
enew, They were going to have a new life and theiyr children would have a healthy
snviromment, They were %o live as nubiesr familiss, She told them "You are not
to invite every dousin oy suat 10 come and live with you even though you had a
lovely lerge home, The house is for for yoﬁ alone « let your relatives solve
their own problems « after all, ‘ahey axe strange and might have different customs
ihich might influence your childven.” There seemed to be quite a bit of objection
to this, espeoially ®ince extended femily and mutwal aid ail part of. the culthbry,

“The pmntsg" she told them, "are to gleep in ome bedrcom, and the children
in the other, for children weke up sometimes im the night, m"" Evoryono
laughed and noddsd, As fer as legelized unions were concerned, no mention wes
made, Hawerg stability eand relative iwmobility seemed to be a goal in changing
their lives, assured by both men and woman signing the lemse, zo that one cannct
kick the othexr cut, They had to pméant gsome kind of identification at the signing,

The stipulations in the lease are that pecple cannot éell ox move out, or rent
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the houee o someone elze wntil it is paid for (in 20 yeawrs!), After that,

they can do with it vhat they please, Actually, the families can get out of

the new houmes quite essily if they want t0, siwply by not making their peyments,
The sooial worker told them that if times were especially havd, they should 'tell
the bousing agensy 0 that soms special avrengement could be made,

The new housss, then, were supposed to being about nev lives for the people
through a betiter envivomment end more space fox the children, through keening the
femily stable and dmpobile =insured by both parties signing the lease, and through
keeping the family patteym muclear, TUndewstanding the cultursl patterans of the
inhabitants, we cen see whet @rjor changes these are,

The Cauguita repidents expragsed mized fealings for the new houses, Some
rcsegxtod them « they felt thet the new houses were being imposed upon them and
were myt their ides, Theivr cwn wishep were mot being considered ~ gome folt
they would m#zﬁer have been granted lend alone, ewd uild their own house as
they hed money, Others objected to having to 'pay for them « 20 years geened
like a very long time and they looked upem the monthly payment as rent rather
than buying, Others fell very happy to bhe goiting = new house, especially the
more recent arrivels on Canguite, The pogibility of getiing e new house was a
major motivation foxr their moving to the cansl,

The paradox is that the poorest of the femilies who needed this kind of
houning project the most, were being bought out by those slightly better off,
for rights to the new houses, In other words, the people for which the project
was designed are not getting the benefits -~ those who a,lready have more get them,
Govermment projects probably alwaeys »un into these diffieulties ~ the benefits
never Of very ravely fMlter down to the Wzﬁey lowest om the sooisl ladder,

The success or failure of this kind of housing project imposed from above
will depend om the ability of the families o make the social and cultural changes



123

demsnded of them, DBut for the wery poor who may be ouﬁ of work or have very
unatable incomes and can barely feed themselves, any regular monthly payment
will be met only with great difficulty, For real soecial chenge to occur, an
escape must be mede Lfrom poverty and the hmﬁ»ﬁo%muth existence, The sooial
worker had hinted about a jJob training progvem emd the setting up of some loocal
industries, but as far as I koow, nothing has come of this, If men were trained
for better and move stable jJobas, the other socisl changes ~ the stability and
immobility would not be so ddfficult, I barxio industries were established
such as those oraft industries the Peane Corxps has set up with outlets in the
United States, perheps & community splrit and pride would develop, besides pro-
viding income, | |

Perhaps most important iz education for the children, Merina Rufz always
stressed the benefits the children would gsin in the new houses, Yet the new
agchool met up for them demands a monthly tuition of at least 15 pesos per child
(more for higher grades) which will meke this school prohibitive for most of the
Cauguite children, Tha achool and parochial center, budls by the Carvahal paper
compeny (largest in Colombia) is staffed by several American nums who feel also
that the tuition is defeating the pmpose, The program was structured in the
traditionsl Colombian way « with lack of cmphasis on the earliest grades, In a
comminity where almost no one has had more than a first grade education, only
1 first grede olass has been provided, and one class for each successive grade
up to the first year of bachillerato, This means again that the children of the
very poow will be hypassed - children vhe can afford it from other commmities
will get the privilege of going t¢ this school, Unless some better sducational
progran which will weach these very poor childrdm is developed, their possibilities
for ever escaping thelr poverty and meking social changes are nil, New homes do
not mean new lives unless institutions whioh can structure and prepare them are

algo provided,
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Comeluaion

This paper is a descripiive study, based on participant observation,
of a lower glagg urban community in a rapidly expending latin American
eity. An ettempl has been made {0 drvaw upon the hypotheses tested in
other urbe, centers in latin Awerlea, In the hopes of bwinging the
particular commnity of Fusrte Mallerino into the perspective of urban
growth elsewhsres In this way it was hoped that the problems of both
the overgeneralization and lack of generalismation thai characterises many
Iatin Amerdean social studles, would bs meb.

Rather than review the hWiypetheses and deseriptions developed in
the paper, I would like %o conclule by ralsing some bwead qugatim
suggested by the date I have presented. In the light of; far exampls,
the dgploringly inadequate educationel facilitles, the susplcion of the
health ceber, the lack of real self«-help on ths part of the barrio
june, and all the other concomitents of the culture of poverty that
dominates the barrio, it seems to me thab the most significant question
is that of the direction of changs, What doss the future hold for thess
impoverished people ia a world of advancing industrial technology, e~
panding metropolises, and eonflicting political ideologies? How will
ohange be effecteds from the outside or iuside, violently or peacefully?

The esse of Caug,ite may be enlightening, Heve eharity group and
govermmant have combined to come to the aid of slum dwellers, How
effective this aid will bo remaine to be aaeno,mﬂreedyi‘e ?u;?&ma by low

c
income and unemployment, it seems to ms likely thatjthe twenty-year
houping purshase agreem:gbfggﬁ only ineresse that burden, Many will



probably be forced to abandon the new lim”: in the form of new
houses, offered to them by those dlrecting them, and the problem of
poverty will not be solved. The elbernalive of zﬁro.‘!ntion open to these
people, while not necessarily accessible or even desired by them, is
not however, to be discounted. It does vemein evident to me however,
that peaceful comstructive change will not ecour, whether from the

40P o bottom, unless new chammels of economic and educational oppor=
dunity become aveileble to the impoverished messges, and they, on their
part, develop the insentive to help themselves.
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