-,

,‘ :1‘ h
:‘-T. 1

- 5 - . S 25 "' L . - .

B W LTIV TR. . e . el e e o o e

Chief Paulina?

Restoration History and the Reconstruction of
Paulina’s Identity in Popular Memory

Sarianne Harris
HC444 Decolonizing Research: The Northern Paiute History Project

Some Background Information:

Chief Paulina was a war chief and a
Northern Paiute of the Hunipuitoka band.
His life, specifically beginning at the time
of the creation of the Warm Springs
Reservation in 1855 and ending around
the time of his death in 1867, was full of
conflicts. Dominant culture during his life
and now secondary literature as well as
public imagination have cast Chief
Paulina as the stereotypical “ignoble
savage.” He has been demonized and
distorted into a bullet-proof, blood
thirsty, violent war leader who cared for

little but the thrill of raiding. g ,
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My argument is that Chief Paulina was,
instead, a skilled leader who cared for his
people and fought bitterly to protect his
nomeland. He made necessary decisions,
nased on the information and resources
ne had at his disposal, to care for his
people and keep thelr land.

To Prove this:

| assess the existing historiography, but
focus on original primary sources,
including oral histories from Chief
Paulina’s great-great grandson, Wilson
Wewa, to compile a timeline of Chief
Paulina’s life to clearly display the extant
evidence on this subject. | then focus on
certain areas of interest that humanize
the person behind the legends and
compare the conclusions | reach as a
counter-narrative to those articulated in
secondary I|terature and area museums.

Why worry?

This paper challenges the popular

portrayal of Chief Paulina and provides the
information to support tangible change in

how he is remembered, specifically by o
making this restoration history available to 1%
public knowledge.
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Photographiof:Chiet:Paulina taken'on Kiamath Brvation, c.
1665, Historical Records, The Oregon Hist Jr/r’rJJ

Lo Larte Oeteves Frne & 24,
Moot N Mnmoniylen. Tl Bt M o dee > dfeari
b Mo Grnatln for Bve and Ko 0L o0 M Koitoph |
it e Yot ahot 4 aas TR, Wit I thiri
as N Kot fies. LD e G olo, o> Hialo o
nilpht belidnt Dy boords. Son. D2 Prie . Ladd

/&tﬁu&d%m LMM/M&MM‘\’
lifoe Aot Lo Ma@,,a wafméw

./ﬂ'/imm\

Salon m}é»\,

Letter from Captain Kelly to Superintendent Huntington, November 10,
1864, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Records of the Oregon Superintendency of
Indian Affairs, 1848-1873, University of Oregon Library, Eugene, OR.
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Letter from Superintendent Huntmgton to Comml ‘u
Hon. D.W. Cooley, September 1, 1865, Bureau of Indian Affalrs Documents
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Relating to the Negotiation of Ratified and Unratified Treaties with Various ' «" & e

Indian Tribes, 1801-1869, University of Oregon Library, Eugene, OR.

1865 TREATY WITH CHIEF PAULINA AND THE SO—CALLED "WOLL—PAH—PE SNAKES”
(THE DEER EATER BAND OF CENTRAL OREGON)
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gay | boroe ud ::J:l M'Kay near tho fishory on the
Halbnt with their enlled commonds bad a e

~ | copturing two pmoneu Thoy olso learned
through an Indiao lnterpreter from Wewawewa's S
| | dsughtor, the same story lu rogard to Puulioa's

death,

' 1dd|ng The reolm wiil, I ‘e.r e a war from
Laltforuia to ldnhq. ioclu ling the hitherto | eace
able Cursure azd| the ugermpropieing Mcd ¢
Pauline, & Siske ladwan, wi h jeleven braves,
kept all Eastern Dpegon 1o fear, while for two
yoars, despr'e the United States trppe, bdo mur
dered at will  In ghe same jiroporfion, bow long
will e1xty Moduce Harrare the nnofpent settier’

Morning Oregonian, June 17, 1873.
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Creation of
Warm Springs
Reservation
through Treaty

Columbia River
Tribes moved to
reservation

Recorded
Paiute raids on
Warm Springs

Chiefs Paulina
and Weahwewa
captured by
Warm Springs,
imprisoned in
Fort Dalles

Chiefs Paulina
and Weahwewa
escape from
the Wallen road
expedition

Rabbit Valley
Battle

Treaty with

Klamaths, Modocs,
and Yahuskin tribes

Capture of
Paulina’s wife
and child by
Huntington
through Warm
Springs scouts

Communication
between
Paulina and
Captain Kelly

Quiet season
for Chief
Paulina’s band

Treaty with
Huntington
and Paulina

Paulina and
part of his band
stay on Klamath
reservation

Chief Paulina
leaves Klamath
reservation

Resumed
raiding

Killed after
a raid

Winter




