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THESIS ABSTRACT
Nicole Kessell
Master of Arts
Department of International Studies
September 2017
Title: Migration, Identity, and the Spatiality of Social Interaction in Muscat, Sultanate of
Oman

Utilizing Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space as a framework for
exploration, this research is concerned with the social and cultural impacts of
modernization and international migration to Muscat, Oman focusing on the production
of space and its role in the modification and (re)construction of culture and identity in the
everyday. While the Omani state is promoting a unifying national identity, Muscat
residents are reconstructing and renegotiating culture and identity in the capital city.
Individuals are adapting and conforming to, mediating, and contesting both the state’s
identity project as well as to the equally, if not more, influential social control that is the

culture of gossip and reputation. What’s emerging is a distinctly Muscati culture.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This research is concerned with the impact of modernization and labour migration
to Muscat, Oman on the state’s nation-building efforts, focusing on production of space
and its role in the modification and (re)construction of culture and identity. Utilizing
Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space as a framework for exploration, I am
concerned with the daily spatial practices, perceptions, preferences, and social behaviours
of city residents, Omanis and expatriates alike, and how, and to what extent, culture and
identity are affected by these everyday spatial encounters, specifically socialization, in an
increasingly cosmopolitan urban setting.

Significance of the Study

Globalization and Migration

Though migration is not a new phenomenon, its character has changed. “The
world is experiencing unprecedented interconnectedness in terms of the speed of such
connection, their extensity (the reach of these connections), and their intensity (the
density and strength of those connections)” (Samers, 2010, 71). Migration has become
more politicized, and its impacts are more widely experienced. Castles and Miller (2009)
identify six trends in international migration. The globalization of migration increases the
number of countries affected by migration and “countries of immigration have entrants
from a broad spectrum of economic, social, and cultural backgrounds” (p. 10). The
volume of international migrants is accelerating worldwide, and there is increased

differentiation of migrant types and motivations. The feminization of global migration,



particularly labour migration, is a trend that could be attributed to increased economic
participation, or the preference for female workers in destination countries. The above
trends result in growing politicization of migration in domestic, regional, and
international politics and policies, making the study of migration, and its social and
cultural impacts, pertinent and practical.

Existing literature suggests that the biggest impact of globalization will not be
from top-down implementation of neoliberal policies, but the biggest impact on culture
and identity will happen at the daily level, through day-to-day interactions and cultural
exchanges with the other. Thus, a spatially-oriented research endeavor examining the
everyday, lived experiences of individuals would prove a useful alternative to the
traditional state-centric, systemic and fragmented approach to the study of migration,
identity, and social transformation.

Space and Place

Space is fundamental to understanding the impact of globalization. “At the
crossroads between individual agency, collective imagination, and global migration,
space is [the] point of entry into analyzing migration.” (Bruslé and Varrel, 2012, p. 2)

At its core, migration is a spatial phenomenon, and the nature of globalization and
transnational mobility has altered the already complex interactions between space,
migration processes, and individual migrants. In the context of this increased mobility
there are new forms of relationships with space. Individuals are part of both a global
network of social/spatial relations as well as social/spatial relations in their current
location of residency. Multi-locality is a normal part of life, and migrant identity is

founded on experiences had in multiple, sometimes distant, places.



There is a growing trend in the study of globalization, transnationalism and
migration to treat space as a social construct rather than an immaterial background. In
addition to state-building, migration processes and migrants themselves are involved in
place-making and the production of space. Places, created through social interactions and
the attachment of value and meaning, are never fixed and incredibly dynamic. People
form attachments to place and modify it in various ways. This dynamism is definitely the
case in the context of globalization, characterized by increased communication and
exchange of ideas, goods, and people. “The specificity of place also derives from the fact
that each place is the focus of a distinct mixture of wider and more local social relations.”

(Massey, 1994, p. 146)

Urbanization and the Scale of the City

The city is a fitting scale in the study of transnational migration and space for two
main reasons. Firstly, global rates of urbanization have been rapidly increasing since the
20" century. Urbanization is defined as the increasing proportion of the population that
resides in urban areas as opposed to rural areas. According to a publication from the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, over half of the world’s total
population (54%) resided in urban areas in 2014, compared to 30% in 1950. By 2050, the
UN has projected that 66% of the world’s population will reside in urban areas.
(UNDESA Population Division, 2014) Though urbanization rates vary spatially, at all
scales, the overall global trend of urbanization elevates the importance of the city-level
scale of analysis in social scholarship.

Secondly, cities, not states, are the core of economic, cultural, political, and social

activities, further highlighting the importance of this scale in the investigation of social



change and the role played by migration and urban development in the transformation.
Because the majority of the world’s population is urbanized, the city is, and will continue
to be, the site of significant social transformation. Lefebvre (1991), like Karl Marx, sees
modern urban life, characterized by domination, monotonous labour and routine, as
alienating but views urbanization as a trigger for social transformation and the production
of a new society.

The potential for societal transformation is particularly heightened in the face of
transnational migration. Brickell and Datta (2011) consider cities,
“as site of translocality par excellence, harbouring places of origins, settlement,
resettlement and transit. Situated within the intersections between place and
displacement, location and mobility, settlement and return, cities are critical to the
construction of migrant landscapes and the ways in which they reflect and influence
migratory movements, politics, identity, and narratives.” (p. 16)
Everyday lived experience

Henri Lefebvre (1991) argued that the dominant western conception of space
“mandated a notion of space as a Euclidean geometric space” that continues to inform
scientific explorations of space, characterized by identification, distinction, and
classification. (Watkins, 2005, p.210) The spaces created in this manner, though, are
abstract mental constructions, and have therefore “become disassociated from the
physical and social realities of lived experience.” (Watkins, 2005, p.210)

Defined by Henri Lefebvre (1991), the everyday is a set of functions connecting
systems that otherwise appear distinct and unrelated. He described the everyday as “the
sole surviving common sense referent and point of reference” and defined everydayness

as “a denominator common to existing systems...” (p. 9) He concludes,

“the everyday is therefore the most universal and the most unique condition, the most
social and the most individuated, the most obvious and the best hidden.” He argued that
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the repetitive and dynamic modern everyday can be analyzed as “the uniform aspect of
the major sectors social life.” (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 9)

Emphasizing the importance of exploring and critically analyzing the everyday,
Lefebvre writes “it is monstrous to reduce ‘lived experience’” and, “that a recognition of
the inadequacy of pious humanism does not authorize the assimilation of people to
insects.” (p. 11) Research on labour migration to the Gulf had tended to view migrants as
“an ‘apolitical,” ‘transient,” and ‘disposable’ workforce convenient for patrimonial rulers
trying to overcome the dilemmas of modernization” (Chalcraft, 2012, p. 67). This global
systemic approach to the study of migration effectively collapses migrant lives into
economic terms. The economically-focused, collective approach to the study of migration
and migrant communities “ ignores the agency exercised in the daily lives of migrants,
and removes possibilities of community formation, political agency, and cultural
hybridity, emotional attachment, consumption, leisure activity, and other forms of
belonging from South Asian experiences in the Gulf” (Vora, 2013, p. 11).

Exploring the daily lives of migrants and their lived experiences in specific places
(location, locale, and sense of place) is a counterpoint to the “...inflationary tendencies of
some writings on globalization” (Bruslé and Varrel, 2005, p. 5). As Watkins (2005)
describes it, “an abyss has opened up between the theories of space and the empirical
world of actions, interactions, and understandings, leaving our lived experiences
estranged from the conceptions that purport to represent them.” (p. 210)

Oman

There has been significant academic interest in the role of globalization in urban

transformation, but “cities drawn into the undertow of global developments do not, as

might be expected, become immersed in placeless uniformity, but constantly develop



new differentiations.” (ETH Studio Basel, 2013, p. 7) The rapid development in the
Arabian Gulf, commencing in the 1970s with the discovery and extraction of oil and gas
resources, has “created new types of urban environments with new meanings and goals.”
(ETH Studio Basel, 2013, p. 7) In this regional context, Oman stands apart in both its
historical context and approach to modernization and development, and context matters.
Oman has a rich and sustained history of global connectivity, more so than any other state
in the Gulf. Oman had a widespread trading network across the Indian Ocean, including
colonies on the western coast of Indian and, more extensively, East Africa. As the hub of
Oman’s seafaring and trade-related activities, cosmopolitan mercantilism is a defining
feature of Muscat’s history. This has influenced not only the ethnic composition and
culture of the city, but also the national narrative that affects contemporary popular views
of diversity and belonging amongst the local population.

With the rise of British dominance in the Indian Ocean, Oman fell into a state of
economic decline. Coupled with the benign neglect of several sultans and the imposition
of stifling domestic policies, development essentially halted. It wasn’t until the former
Sultan’s forced abdication in 1970 that development resumed. Thus, urban and social
transformation in Muscat, Oman can be more or less temporally delineated making it a
good case study for the subject. Through the context of Muscat, we can gain more insight
into urban transformation in the context of globalization more broadly. In addition,
because the importation of foreign labour is a critical component of Oman’s
development, we can more gain more insights into the role of migration in social

transformation more broadly.



Research Questions
To reiterate, this work is concerned with exploring the social and cultural impacts of
modernization and international migration to Muscat, Oman through an exploration of the
everyday and the role of social space in the modification and (re)construction of culture
and identity. To explore the influence of migration to Muscat and the state’s identity
building project upon culture and identity, the following questions must be addressed:

- What is the role of the state in the production of space and identity?
-  How are residents engaged in the production of space and challenging the

conceived/dominating space of the state?

Methodology

Research Design

The research design reflects the exploratory intent of the research endeavor. The
design is partially naturalistic, given that the goal was to uncover reality, whatever may
emerge, without manipulation, controls, or constraints. In a similar vein, the research was
also designed to be flexible, so that as new avenues of inquiry emerged they could be
further explored. It is qualitative rather than quantitative so that interactions, perceptions
exceptions, alterations, and experiential plurality, all of which produce space, are not
overlooked. The methods employed are largely ethnographic in order to analyze lived
experience and explore individual attitudes, perceptions, and conceptualizations of
cultural elements (and the relationships between them). This research focuses on the role
of social space in the transformation of culture and identity, and is structured with Henri
Lefebvre’s theory of the Production of Space in mind. In his work, Henri Lefebvre (1991)

outlined three separate but inseparable and interrelated aspects of space that comprise



social space: spatial practices, being perceived space, representations of space, or
conceived space, and spaces of representation, lived space. Lefebvre (1991) emphasized
that these three aspects of space are continuously informing and being informed by the
others, and that all three aspects of space must be considered as a whole.

Spatial practices, or perceived space, relates to individuals’ spatial performances,
and “...ensures the levels of cohesion and competence required for the everyday
functions of society...” (Watkins, 2005, p.213) According to Watkins (2005), “these
spatial practices include everyday routines and evolved social conventions of tolerable
behavior.” (p. 213)

Representations of space, or space that is conceived, is “the conceptualized space
constructed out of symbols, codifications and abstract representations” including forms of
power, ideology and ideological content in codes and symbols, and is “...the manifest
representation of our mental constructs of the spaces of our rational, abstract
understandings.” (Watkins, 2005, p. 212)

Spaces of representation refers to the space of lived experience “that forms,
informs and facilitates the deviations, diversity and individuality that are a fundamental
aspect of any social encounter” and “this distinctiveness is achieved in conjunction with,
while not being completely constrained by, the stricture of the representations of space
and the spatial practices that have developed to provide the necessary cohesion and
competence for successful social interaction.” (Watkins, 2005, p.213)

According to Lefebvre’s (1991) conception, “social space simultaneously
1. Has a part to play among the forces of production, a role originally played by
nature, which it has displaced and supplanted;

2. Appears as a product of singular character, in that it is sometimes simply
consumed (in such forms as travel, tourism, or leisure activities) as a vast



commodity, and sometimes, in metropolitan areas, productively consumed (just as
machines are, for example), as a productive apparatus of grand scale;

3. Shows itself to be politically instrumental in that it facilitates the control of
society, while at the same time being a means of production by virtue of the way
it is developed (already towns and metropolitan areas are no longer just works and
products but also means of production, supplying housing, maintaining the labour
force, etc);

4. Underpins the reproduction of production relations and property relations (ie
ownership of land, of space; hierarchical ordering of locations; organization of
networks as a function of capitalism; class structures; practical requirements);

5. Is equivalent, practically speaking, to a set of institutional and ideological
superstructures that are not presented for what they are (and in this capacity social
space comes complete with symbolisms and systems of meanings — sometimes an
overload of meaning); alternatively, it assumes an outward appearance of
neutrality, of insignificance, of semiological destitution, and of emptiness (or
absence);

6. Contains potentialities — of works and of reappropriation — existing to begin with
in the artistic sphere but responding above all to the demands of a body
‘transported’ outside itself in space, a body which by putting up resistance
inaugurates the project of a different space (either the space of counter-culture, or
a counter-space in the sense of an initially utopian alternative to actually existing
‘real’ space).” (pp. 348-349)

Multiple ad-hoc ethnographic methods were used in order to holistically explore
the these six attributes of social space, and attempt to mitigate the potential for error in
analysis on part of the researcher in that the data collected through the use of one method
can be corroborated or contradicted by the findings uncovered through the use of
another method. The various methods were employed to uncover the three fields in
Lefebvre’s trialectic model of the production of space. Interviews, photos, mental maps
and observatory walks were employed to explore the physical (perceived space: spatial
practices, daily routines, buildings and monuments, symbols, etc). Archival research,
interviews, and mental maps were used to explore the mental (conceived space:
prejudices, opinions, attitudes, etc). Finally, participant observation, with some support

from interviews, was employed to uncover social space (lived space: interactions, etc).



Data Collection Instrumentation
The theoretical framework of data collection relates to Lefebvre’s conception of space
and its production as a triad:
- Perceived Space/Spatial practices: Mental maps, oral interviews, and participant
observation
- Representations of Space/Conceived Space: Archival research, mental maps, and
interviews
- Spaces of representation/lived space: Interviews and participant observation
Data Collection Approach and Procedure

Archival research. Archival research was first employed to explore global,
regional, and state migration trends and figures, including which states are predominantly
labour-importing or labour-exporting, the flow of remittances, and migrant population
sizes. For the global migration trends, for example, data compiled and presented by the
United Nations (UN), the International Organization on Migration (IOM), and the World
Bank were referenced. For migrations trends and figures specific to the Gulf states, The
Gulf Research Center’s Gulf Labour Market and Migration (GLMM) database was the
chief source referenced.

Archival research was then an avenue to gain insight into the production of space
through historical dialectics and cultural accumulation, and the formation of the state.
Archival research was also employed to uncover the contemporary political, economic
and social environment of Oman with regards to nation-building and state-building
methods and immigration policies. Demographic information, including the
governorate’s total population, the ratio of migrants to national residents, age, gender,

occupational fields, and migrant national origins was explored. The same information

was gathered for Muscat city in particular. Archival sources for such information
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included surveys the state census, and other data compiled by the state and subsequently
produced state reports. The Ministry of Manpower, Royal Oman Police, and the National
Center for Statistics and Information were the primary archival sources used to explore
state and city trends and figures. Given the spatial dimension of my research, data from
Muscat’s Geographic Information Systems office was explored. This source of spatial
data provided specific locations for sites of social and cultural importance in the
traditional sense, like community-specific (largely meaning national origin, like Filipino,
or Indian) schools and religious institutions and prominent civic sites.

To guide my understanding of the local context, local news like Times of Oman
and Muscat Daily were repeatedly referenced to explore the social environment. Articles
relating to immigration, including changes in visa requirements, visa bans, and other
residency-related policies were considered. Similarly, articles that pertain to the
Omanization of the workforce, and developments in labour nationalization policies were
included. News relating to state-building and or discussing recent infrastructural and
institutional developments were explored for the same reason. Local news articles
providing insight into the social and cultural environment of the city were also explored.
Articles relating to cultural and artistic events were read, as well as those relating to
crime prevention, from drug-busts and the deportation of expatriates for obscene acts.

Facebook and Instagram were also archival sources of information. I followed
Times of Oman on Facebook and Instagram, and read through conversation threads to
gain familiarity with current developments and the various perspectives held. Similarly, I
followed and perused entertainment-oriented social media pages like Muscat Tips and

Muscat Memes, which are tailored for young city ‘locals’.
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Given the level of state censorship and control of local media, the local news
articles have to be considered critically. However, understanding the state influence in the
media allows one to identify elements of both state and nation-building strategies and the
dissemination of that narrative to the general public. The level of state censorship and
surveillance limits the reliability of the information gathered from conversations and
comments on social media. This might be mitigated a bit by the anonymous nature of
digital media, but I think it is insignificant with regards to reliability. In any case,
discourse analysis and reading between the lines can uncover underlining threads.

Interviews. Semi-structured interviews are one of the primary sources of data for
this research endeavor. Through this method, insight into representations of space
(conceived), spatial practices (perceived space), and representational spaces (lived space)
can be achieved. In designing and structuring the interview, consideration was given to
questions that would elicit information about the participants’ individual attributes,
perceptions, behaviours, routines, and personal beliefs. The design and schedule of the
interview will reflect this grouping. The interview schedule was somewhat of a pyramid
structure, beginning with easy-to-answer questions about their attributes, and ending with
questions that solicit critically reflective answers. The types of questions varied, and
include descriptive, opinion, and structural. Some secondary questions will likely be
prompts for clarification, nudging, and categorizing.

The primary interview questions relate to four broad themes:

1) individual attributes relating to age, country of origin, length of residency, level of
educational attainment, local presence of family, and whether the participant is

second or third generation
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2) spatial practices, patterns, perceptions, and preferences for both national and

foreign participants, including areas of conspicuous migrant residency, initial
migrant settlement and the presence of social networks, and areas avoided or
preferred by Muscat residents for social, economic and recreational activities;

3) cultural interaction, including the frequency and context of these interactions,

perceptions of others’ that arise from such interactions, and cultural transmission.
Lastly,

4) identity and belonging, relating social interactions with perceptions of self and

self-identification, identification of ‘home’.

Participant selection. Participant selection was a combination of purposive, snowball,
and convenience sampling. Because of the dynamic and temporal nature of the research
themes as well as a desire to make this project more projective and foretelling, younger
individuals between the ages of 18 and 35 were ideal participants. Given that the
production of space is a process, a younger group of city residents would allow for some
speculation on syncretic identities and the nature of social relations in the next few
decades. Older individuals with longer residencies in Muscat who could convey their
knowledge about temporal changes to the social, cultural, and political environment were
also sought. Because of the comparative and intercultural orientation of this research, an
even number of participants of foreign and national origins was an objective.
Additionally, given the gendered nature of the society, a group of participants with an
even ratio of males and females was also an aim.

Participant solicitation. Initial contact with most participants occurred in social

settings. I extended a request for participation after some degree of informal social
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engagement. For other participants, the arrangement was more impersonal, given that
local friends would approach their friends or colleagues on my behalf with requests for
participation. Invitation to participate were extended in an individualized manner. To
foster comfort and ease, I provided participants with insight into my research during the
invitation so as to remove any anxiety that might be the result of ambiguousness and
unknown motivations. I briefly conveyed the nature of questions that I would ask, and the
rationale behind asking them.

Interviews were conducted during the summer of 2015 between the 4" of July and
the 28" of August. Interviews were largely conducted in public spaces, like coffee shops,
restaurants, and shisha cafes. Five interviews were conducted at the participant’s place of
employment. Two interviews were conducted in the private residences of the participant.
The majority of the interviews were conducted one-on-one, with three interviews being
held with two participants simultaneously for contextual and cultural reasons, specifically
gender-related. The duration of interviews lasted between 25 minutes to upwards of two
hours. The length of a typical interview was roughly an hour.

At the start of all interviews, I introduced myself, reintroduced the project,
outlined my research objectives, and explained the confidential nature of the conversation
and how the confidentiality of the interview content and any relating notes or files would
be maintained, in strict accordance with the Protection of Human Subjects protocol
regarding anonymity and informed consent. For those meetings arranged through a
mutual acquaintance, more time was spent warming up and establishing rapport prior to
conducting the interview. The semi-structured nature of the interviews allowed for

dialogue and follow-up questions. Though I had my structured interview questions in

14



hand, the interview evolved into something more conversational once the individual
attributes, like age and occupation, were recorded and we got into more meaningful
questions of personal importance to the participants. Given the formal nature of societal
interactions, I intentionally kept the vibe of the interviews as informal as possible for the
comfort of the participants, just to reaffirm my liberal and tolerant orientation and lack of
judgment so as to elicit further honesty.

Because I was introduced to the majority of these individuals by others in the
same social network, the participants in this study may not be representative of the city’s
population in terms of national origin, age, lifestyle or interests. Attempting to make the
group of participants more representative of Muscat’s residents, other avenues of
participant solicitation were taken, tapping into the professional network of local friends.
As a means to increase validity and reliability, rather than relying on a specific contact
and gaining access to his or her particular social circle, I purposefully sought out those
who appeared to have different backgrounds, beliefs, and lifestyles than participants I had
interviewed thus far in my data collection.

Content analysis of transcriptions was used to identify terms and phrases
frequently repeated or those reiterated by other participants. Descriptive and categorical
codes were used to uncover manifest messages. Broader concepts and themes were used
as codes to analyze more latent information conveyed. Individual attributes give context
to participants’ perceived (spatial practices), and conceived space. There are many
variables that effect the extent of social and cultural interaction between migrant and host
communities, beginning with individuals’ attributes, including their ethnic origins, age,

length of residency, level of educational attainment and occupation. An individual’s
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country of origin or ethnic background can influence their reception amongst the local
population which has its own pervasive perceptions of ‘others’. This reception will also
influence their willingness to assimilate into or associate with the local population, in turn
effecting the level of cultural transmission. Age is also an important individual attribute.
Because of the cultural identity confusion and increased assimilation is typically
demonstrated by second and third generation immigrants, specifying sequence is a
fundamental element to be included. The younger foreign residents will have not made
the initial decision to migrate to Oman, and will likely lack, or at least have weaker, ties
to the family’s country of origin, especially if the individual has always resided in the city
of Muscat. Similarly, length of residency for migrants could potentially increase cultural
exchange and assimilation. If residency in Muscat has been lengthy, transnational identity
could account for the maintenance of culture of origin and limited acculturation.
Educational attainment impacts the socioeconomic standing of migrants within the host
community, which would entail different reception than that experienced by an unskilled
labourer. Likewise, the occupation held by migrant workers would influence the
frequency and extent of professional interaction with the local population.

Spatial practices, preferences, and perceptions of the city (including its
inhabitants) can give insight into popular sentiments, existing social and cultural
conflicts, and conceived space, both in the minds of the participants and the urban
planners. Perceptions of the Others’ culture could also identify which aspects of culture
are being adopted or transmitted, dependent upon their perceived value. Similarly, the
behavioural accommodations made to respect the local culture or adhere to societal

expectations can potentially impact the individual’s identity ascription. Perceptions of
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Self and self-identification can assist in the evaluation of cultural change occurring, and
the importance to the individual of belonging, or not belonging, to a broader community.
It can be argued that the need to belong to a larger community is necessitated by
marginalization and discrimination of migrants, or sentiments of vulnerability and the
sociocultural threat of a significant foreign population.

The importance of participatory research cannot be understated. Any chance to
increase the level of involvement of city residents who are more knowledgeable than
myself, and therefore any chance to increase the validity of knowledge produced, was
seized. Oral methodological approaches involve the participants in the production of data
and the construction of knowledge, and therefore contribute “to the redistribution of
power between the researched and the researched.” (Jung, 2014, p. 987)

With regards to the study of identity and migration, the methods employed to collect
data are often verbal, and usually oral. These approaches include interviews, focus
groups, questionnaires, and the collection of narratives. However, considering issues
associated with language familiarity and proficiency, for both the participant and the
researcher, verbal communication has the potential to be limited and misinterpreted.
Attempts were continuously made to be somewhat repetitious, asking similar questions or
rewording questions to gauge consistency in responses. This was an attempt to address
both misinterpretation and variation in participants’ presentation of self.

Oral approaches to data collection, as previously mentioned, have faults relating
to language familiarity and proficiency. This can result in limited communication and the
information provided has the potential to be misinterpreted. Some participants may have

found it easier to express themselves through the sketching of a mental map than through
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verbal communication. In his discussion of the utility of mental sketch mapping, Jack Jon
Gieseking (2013) cites the work of Howard Gardner and his theory of multiple
intelligences. Gardner (2011) theorized that individuals have a dozen different types of
intelligences, including linguistic, logical-mathematical, and spatial. He states that
society generally values linguistic and logical-mathematical intelligences above others.
Gieseking (2013) postulates that “it is inevitable that researchers have ignored a wealth of
data by not considering these multiple intelligences.” (p. 714).

Mental Mapping. Given the spatial nature of this project, it is imperative that a
tool is employed that elicits geographic conceptions and perceptions of place. Mental
maps are the most effective visual method to reveal such geographic information. Mental
maps were sketched the summer of 2015 between the 4 of July and the 28 of August.
Maps were drawn following the conclusion of the interview, and therefore the locations
of this method are the same as for the interviews. The mapping exercise was largely
conducted in public spaces, like coffee shops, restaurants, and shisha cafes. Five maps
were produced at the participant’s place of employment. Two maps were drawn in the
private residences of the participant. The majority of the interviews were conducted one-
on-one, with three mapping exercises being held with two participants simultaneously.
The duration of map sketching was short, lasting anywhere between 10-30 minutes.

After the conduction of the verbal interview, participants were provided sketch
paper with dimensions of 11 inches by 14 inches and a weight of 701b. Participants were
also provided a set of drawing pencils of various softness and an eraser. Fearing too much

influence on the produced map, very little direction was provided, and participants were
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simply asked to draw a map of Muscat and to include places they consider important or
frequent regularly.

Because the intended goals for the spatial component of this research project is to
uncover spatial practices and identify spaces wherein interaction between expatriates and
Omanis occur, and the fact that the maps are supplementary to participant interviews, I
use few analytics in my reading of the mental maps. What I consider in reading the maps
will be limited to what features, physical and human-built, are included and excluded, as
well as the labels and comments written by the participants. These features include paths,
landmarks, nodes, districts and edges. The size of the drawn features, and the orientation
of map elements and the map in its entirety will also be considered. A comparison of
participants’ produced maps will identify areas of overlap, and spaces within which
contact, brief or extensive, between city residents of various origins occur.

Once spaces of interaction were identified, a review of interview content allowed
for these spaces to be categorized in terms of the extent of the interactions within these
spaces as conveyed by the research participants. These categories of extent include
spaces characterized by high, moderate, or low levels of interaction. Within these
categories, the general nature of the interactions will serve as subcategories. Those
subcategories include social and professional interaction. Within each categorized space,
the meaningfulness of the interaction in terms of collective identity development and
cultural syncretization will be considered.

As mentioned, interviews involve participants in the production of data and the
construction of knowledge, and therefore contribute “to the redistribution of power

between the researcher and the researched” who are experts on the subject of their lived
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experience. (Jung, 2014, p. 987) The inclusion of a visual method to supplement the oral
interviews further involves these experts in the research process through the production
of that visual data.

Mental mapping is a methodology that has been employed to retrieve participants’
perceptions and conceptions of place. Mental maps have also been used to explain how
perceptions of place influence individuals’ preferences and spatial choices and behaviors
(Gould and White, 1974). Kevin Lynch (1960) pioneered the tool of data collection and
analysis to understand how people perceive relationships between space and both the
physical and social elements contained within. Lynch outlined five mental map features:
landmarks, paths, points of interest which he termed nodes, boundaries he referred to as
edges, and sections of coherence, which he termed districts. (Powell, 2010, p. 540).

In an attempt to further involve participants directly in the research project
through the production of visual data, mitigate problems associated with oral
methodologies, and, mostly importantly, in an attempt to adequately capture participants’
realities and truths, mental mapping, or mental sketch mapping, was employed as a
supplemental data source. This approach can assist in uncovering spatial practices
(perceived space) and help identify places of social importance. Mental mapping is both a
visual and spatial method that allows one to view the participants’ realities from another
vantage point. Participants draft tangible maps derived from their cognitive maps of
space and the information, emotions, and ideas they hold, whether real or imagined.
(Downs and Stea, 1974)

Mental mapping provides another instrument to measure the spatial patterns,

perceptions, and preferences disclosed in the interviews. Evidence of settlement
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clustering and relatively demarcated community formation would give insight into the
robustness of migrant networks. The presence and size of social networks would sustain
‘home’ culture, or, at least, lessen the level of acculturation or assimilation of migrants
into the dominant culture.

Settlement patterns can also be indicative of negative migrant reception and
separation. The residency preferences and areas avoided by the local population would
also aid in understanding the nature of reception or foreigners, as well as the extent of
social and cultural exclusion. Spatial separation of local and foreign populations within
the city would be indicative of limited daily interactions, and therefore cultural
transmission, perhaps facilitating the maintenance of ‘original’ identity, or dual identity.
The avoidance of foreign neighbourhoods would be indicative of social and spatial
exclusion, and, of course, the frequency of cultural exchange. The identification of
migrant neighbourhoods as those participants tend to avoid may be indicative of
discriminatory social and spatial exclusion based on perception.

The analysis of the data provided by mental maps has traditionally been
quantitative. A mental map is assumed to “transparently reflect people’s cognitive worlds
and each part of a map can be separated, resorted, and extracted selectively,” leading
research towards statistical analysis (Jung, 2014, p. 989). The information contained
within a mental map is too contextual and its construction too experiential for statistical
analysis to be sufficient in extracting the information existing within. Similarly, the
sketching of these mental maps is influenced by the participants’ interpretation of the task
prompt, allowing for discrepancies in the intended and understood significance or

meaning of map features, resulting in flawed conclusions. Mental maps “are subjective
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texts that differ greatly from other kinds of maps such as thematic maps produced by the
technologies of geographic information systems: the elements, layout, inclusion and
exclusion in the mental map as a whole represent the subjectivity of the drawer.” (Jung,
2014, p. 989)

The analysis of mental maps limits the participatory nature of the research,
considering that “it positions the researched as a passive information giver, while the
researcher is an initiator, processor, and interpreter.” (Jung, 2014, p. 989) Given the
contextual, experiential, and meaningful character of the information conveyed through
mental mapping, quantitative analysis sustains the patriarchal researcher-researched
dynamic more so than a qualitative approach. Jung (2014) emphasized intertextuality and
reflectivity in the analysis of mental maps, given that meaning is determined contextually
and in reference to other elements, including the researcher. Awareness of oneself as a
researcher, and the understanding that my knowledge is the product of power, definitely
impartial, and potentially wrong, may improve the accuracy of map interpretation.

Participant Observation. Participant observation is an approach to more fully
understand the context of place, and the daily experiences of foreign and Omani
communities in Muscat: the social space. Observatory walks through different
neighbourhoods was employed to take in the built environment, including architecture
and signage. Participant observation was undertaken between the 4™ of July and the 28™
of August in 2015. I would sit and observe in high traffic public areas in various
neighbourhoods of the city. I would do my grocery shopping at all the supermarkets
mentioned with frequency during interviews. I would accept invitations to private

gatherings, and invitations to accompany participants to social gatherings in both public
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and private spaces. Some sites of observation include recreational or leisurely social
spaces like bars, nightclubs and hotel lounges as well as restaurants, coffee shops, shisha
cafes. Sites of observation also included public and private beaches, parks, shopping
malls, supermarkets, and private residences.

During these observational situations, I behaved as if [ was a disciple of
experience and all attempts at assimilation were undertaken. For the most part, not
wanting to make myself conspicuous, and suspicious, I waited to take notes on my
observations until arriving back to my residence. The social context had informed me that
such documentation of activities would without question cause individuals to adjust their
behaviour and edit their conversations.

Throughout my participant observation, I would consider the social dynamics of
those also occupying the space firstly. I would also consider style of dress, preferences of
music, movies, food and drink. I would listen for vernacular language use, and note
instances interpreted as being indicative of cultural syncretism and identity
reconfiguration amongst participants. With regards to the mundane everyday routines of
city residents, like grocery shopping for example, I would consider the products available
(link the country of origin), and pricing. I would also gauge the customer crowd, with
consideration given to behavioural adaptations and accommodations, languages used or
preferred, dress and attire.

For the analysis of observed social interactions, my approach was largely similar.
I would first gauge the crowd, any behavioural adaptations witnessed, languages used and
preferred, and what style of dress and attire was worn. I would then consider musical

preferences, food and beverages being consumed, and the company kept and preferred by
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individuals. I would then attempt to evaluate the nature and extent of social interactions
and how meaningful they may have been, based on body language, facial expressions,
and enthusiasm.

Participant observation is a socially informative ethnographic method that allows
for more extensive understanding in a social context. It provides a lens to identify spatial
behaviour separate from the verbal responses of participants, and presumably, more
objective. Taking note of the residents frequenting these locations, the style of dress, and
languages heard in the spatial context can corroborate the stated spatial behaviours and
attitudes from interview participants. Participant observation is limited by lack of
familiarity and context. One cannot discern place of origin for people observed based on
their appearances, or languages spoken. I’m certain culturally and geographically-specific
jokes went unnoticed. In addition, when acceptable behviour in public is controlled, is
what I’'m observing in some spaces natural or prescribed behaviour? It is sometimes
difficult to discern.

Research Limitations

The limitations of this research can largely be attributed to the researcher. With
only three years of non-immersive study, my Arabic language skills are conversational at
best, which put limitations on verbal communication. [ am white and Western, which
alone greatly affected the way I was perceived, received, and accommodated by those
encountered, including research participants. In my experiences living and working
abroad, I understand that, though I was treated more hospitably than necessary, the
information (hopefully initially) disclosed to me may not be wholly candid, given the

uncertainty stemming from my exclusion from the community. I am also female, which,
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in a society where a defining characteristic is a segregation of the genders, is significant.
That influenced how I was received and perceived, by both men and women, as well as
my own behaviour, particularly during participant observation. My gender excluded me
from some private spaces and required most interviews to be conducted in public spaces,
or, if conducted in a private setting, with a second participant, which in turn influences
the content of the interviews.

In the spirit of positionality, the fact that [ am a migrant myself had a positive
influence and strengthens my research. More blatant and practical is the ease of entry into
social networks. Luckily, I had some exposure and experience in the local context prior to
field research. Between 2009 and 2011, I resided in Muscat for six-months out the year.
My father’s occupation brought our family there, and so between university semesters |
would ‘go home’ for several months at a time. I had kept in touch with a couple of former
work colleagues, and they warmly assisted me, even introducing me to a participant or
two. In addition, two of my most important social connections were Omani females with
whom I attended high school in Johannesburg, South Africa. They too assisted in the
recruitment of participants. Our connection to South Africa ended up being helpful. I met
one South African who then continuously introduced me to other South Africans at
functions and gatherings, as if I had some connection to them because of our past
residency there. In social situations, when asked why I was visiting Oman, disclosing my
transnational migratory upbringing seemed to change the character of those encounters. I
hesitate to say it was a form of collective identity, but there was a sense of solidarity from

that shared experience. In any case, it definitely created a rapport.
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Fundamentally though, my migratory background afforded insights and
understanding that ’'m not certain a researcher without that experience would have. This
topic is my life and I know it well because I lived it. However, because of the error
inherent in interpretation and perception, I take care to acknowledge my positionality
when discussing findings uncovered through observational methods. All attempts were
made to mitigate the limitations of this research, beginning fundamentally with the
variety of approaches to and methods of data collection, as discussed. It was an attempt to
overlap methods and corroborate findings to ensure validity and reliability of this
research endeavor.

However, Henri Lefebvre (1991), in his attempt to unify theory and practice (both

of inhabitants and architects) through the reconstruction of a shared spatial ‘code’, states
that “the working out of the code calls itself for an effort to stay within the paradigmatic
sphere: that is, the sphere of the essential hidden, implicit and unstated oppositions™ as
opposed to “the sphere of explicit relations...of operational links between terms...
ordinary discourse...” (p. 65) Lefebvre argues that this code must correlate with a system
of knowledge that,
“situates itself...vis-a-vis non-knowledge (ignorance or misunderstanding); in other
words, vis-a-vis the lived and the perceived. Such a knowledge is conscious of its own
approximativeness: it is at once certain and uncertain. It announces its own relativity at
each step, undertaking self-criticism, yet never allowing itself to become dissipated in
apologias for non-knowledge, absolutely spontaneity or ‘pure’ violence. This knowledge
must find a middle path between dogmatism on the one hand and the abdication of
understanding on the other.” (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 65)

With this in mind, instances where I do not understand the intended meaning of a

participants’ statements, are am unsure of how collected data should be interpreted,

feelings of uncertainty and ignorance and blatantly stated.
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Thesis Overview

Lefebvre (1991) discusses the problematic of space and states that the in the
analysis of space and the social interactions embedded within space “the ideologically
dominant tendency divides space into parts and parcels in accordance with the social
division of labour” and because of these “partial representations....knowledge is
confounded, integrated unintentionally into existing society’s framework. It is continually
abandoning any global perspective, accepting fragmentation and so coming up with mere
shards of knowledge.” (p. 91) Also, because the concept of space denotes and connotes
all possible spaces, real or conceived, he also states that observation isn’t enough in that
it doesn’t consider “the representational space that inhabitants have in their minds, which
plays an integral role in social practice.” (p. 93) Lefebvre proposes that the mental,
physical, and social components of space must be understood together, but “for the
mental and the social to be reconnected, they first have to be clearly distinguished from
one another, and the mediations between them reestablished...” (299)

This thesis is an attempt to distinguish between the mental, physical, and social
components of space in order to reconnect them to approach space in a unitary manner.
The thesis will begin with a review of relevant literature, followed by a discussion of
migration and development at the global, regional, and state scale in chapter 3. Following
Henri Lefebvre’s guidelines for understanding social spaces, representations of space at
the level of the city will be examined in chapter 4, including both the representations of
the state and individual participants. Chapter 5 examines the representations of space at
the neighbourhood level, again including the conceived space of both the state and

Muscat residents. This includes also the physical/material elements of the state’s
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production of space. Chapter 6 discusses the spatial practices of participants, and includes
an examination of the mental maps, more active representations of space. Social space,
particularly locations of socialization, will be discussed in chapter 7, and, finally, the

impact of nation-building and migration upon identity will be discussed in chapter 8.
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CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

Space, Place, and Culture

John Agnew defined place as location, locale, and sense of place. Locale refers to
“the material setting for social relations — the actual shape of place within which people
conduct their lives as individuals.” (Cresswell, 2004, p. 7) Drawing from the philosophy
of phenomenology, Yi-Fu Tuan (1977)contributes to the discourse of human attachment
to place with the emphasis on biological sensory experience. Concerned with how people
come to know the world through the senses, Tuan stresses the emotional nature of
humans, and challenges the positivist approach to human geography that separates the
feeling being from the inhabited physical environment. Tuan underscores the role of
human experience in differentiating space and place through the attachment of meaning
to the latter.

Tuan defines experience as “a cover-all term for the various modes through which
a person knows and constructs a reality” (Tuan, 1977, p. 8). Included in this term are
passive and active modes of reality construction, notably the senses. Experience involves
both learning from the external world, which is passive, and actively seeking out “...the
unfamiliar and experiment[ing] with the elusive and the uncertain” (Tuan, 1977, p. 9).
Tuan further discusses the role of both emotion and thought in human experience. Stating
that emotion affects thought, and thought affects experience, Tuan emphasizes the

subjective nature of reality by inseparably joining emotion and thought, both of which are
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“ways of knowing” (Tuan, 1977, p.10). Experience is not limited to sensations, but is
influenced by thought and, importantly, feeling.

Differentiating the concepts of space and place, Tuan says, “place is security,
space is freedom: we are attached to the one and long for the other” (Tuan, 1977, p. 3).
He that places are a kind of object that define space, and that place arises from extensive
experience of and the ascription of value to space. He states that “objects and places are
centers of value...to attend to them even momentarily is to acknowledge their reality and
value” (Tuan, 1977, p. 18). But a place can only “achieve concrete reality when our
experience of it is total, that is, through all the sense as well as with the active and
reflective mind” (Tuan, 1977, p. 18). Places can lack the weight of reality because of
limited experience, but humans “can become passionately attached to places of enormous
size, such as a nation-state” without direct experience (Tuan, 1977, p. 18).

The discussion of the role of biological sensory experience in the creation of place
and the recognition of the human species as emotional, feeling beings are a significant
contribution of Tuan. The idea that experience can be considered what is learned from
dealings with the external world mirrors the conceptualization of culture as learned
behaviour concerned with meaning. (Sewell, 1999, p. 41)

He contributes to our understanding of the reciprocal relationship between
humans and the physical environment through the illustration that humans not only
modify their inhabited space but are affected by the manifestations of place. His reading
helps to critically analyze the relationship between cultural practices and the physical
environment because though he agrees that “culture is uniquely developed in human

beings [and] strongly influences human behavior and values,” Tuan argues that culture is
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not an adequate enough approach, given the existence of shared behaviours independent
from culture, to comprehend the ways in which humans understand place and attach
meaning to it (Tuan, 1977, p. 5).

Given the variance of human experience, Tuan’s claim that concrete reality is
only possible with total experience is unstable. He says that at first a neighbourhood is
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“...a confusion of images to the new resident; it is blurred space ‘out there.”” (Tuan,
1977, p. 17) A neighbourhood becomes place as significant locations or objects within
are identified and given value. Even briefly noticing objects and places is to acknowledge
their reality and value. Until then, it is only space. Long-term residency in a place does
not result in its concrete reality until we can reflect upon our experiences within it, but
places “lack the weight of reality” when we do not know it intimately (Tuan, 1977, p.
18). So then place is space that has been directly experienced and been given value and
meaning.

To complement the neighbourhood, the nation-state is a provided example of an
expansive place that humans become attached to despite “limited direct experience” with
it. (Tuan, 1977, p.18) I found it difficult to conceptualize the nation-state as place. If
space is a network of places, and places are directly experienced, one could consider the
nation-state to be mythical space, which Tuan (1977) describes as a “...fuzzy area of
defective knowledge, surrounding the empirically known; it frames pragmatic space.” (p.
86) Tuan continues to say that in our modern world “...groups share a common store of
hazy knowledge (myths) concerning a far larger field — the region or nation — in which

their own local areas are imbedded...though inaccurate, it is necessary to the sense of

reality of one’s empirical world.” (Tuan, 1977, p. 88)
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The attempt to discern place from space leads one to question the ontological
existence of place. Mitchell argues that culture “is a victim of infinite regress,” that if it
exists ontologically, then it ““...must be definable in an internally coherent and inclusive
manner.” (Mitchell, 1995, p. 107) Tuan states that “the ideas of space and place require
each other for definition,” and that we cannot define one without referring to the other,
equally undefinable concept. (Tuan, 1977, p. 7)

The problem of scale in the definition of place also lends to the idea of infinite
regress. Both the neighbourhood and a place of residency within it are objects/places, as
is a room within the place of residency. If an expansive territory like the nation-state can
be considered place because of felt attachment, then the attachment of value to the planet
is reason enough for it to be considered place. Indeed, any named location is a particular
object about which humans feel deeply. This raises the question at what scale is place
situated, and if there are limitations as to what can be considered place.

Tim Cresswell (2004) unpacks the concept of place, and says there are many
different manifestations of place because places are ongoing creations that “...are being
made, maintained, and contested.” (p. 5) In addition to the where and material form,
place must also have a sense of place, or “the subjective and emotional attachment people
have to place.” (Cresswell, 2004, p. 7) For Cresswell places are spaces that have been
made meaningful. He states that when humans invest meaning into space, in the context
of power, then place is created, but that this conception of place “is confused someone
what by the idea of social space, or socially produced space — which, in many ways, plays
the same role as place.” (Cresswell, 2004, p. 10) This is comparable to what Tuan says,

that humans “...try to embody their feelings, images, and thoughts in tangible material”
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the result of which is architectural and sculptural space.” (Tuan, 1977, p. 17) There is a
modification of both culture and place wherein individuals, attempting to convey their
human experiences, are directly involved. Place, then, like culture, is a human
construction that in turn acts back on humans as they experience the environment.

To Mitchell (1995) culture “is seen as an attribute of (or attributable to) distinct,
bounded, localized social entities...culture is ‘an image of the world, of oneself and one’s
community” (p. 105). It is a way to render the complexity of the human experience
orderly. The same argument can be made about the concept of place; that it is a way of
organizing “undifferentiated space” for the purpose of creating an orienting image of the
world, within which community and self are located. (Tuan, 1977, p. 7). Mitchell (1995)
states that “the stuff of culture...is elusive, best approached obliquely in terms of the
processes through which meanings are constructed, negotiated, and experienced” (p.
106).

Landscape, Culture, and Power

With regards to relations of power in the process of culture and place-making,
Mitchell discusses “critical infrastructure” and the individuals responsible for the
production of culture. (Mitchell, 1995, p. 111) He defines the critical infrastructure as
“those workers whose job it is to implement ideas about culture, to solidify culture in
place, to produce what gets called ‘culture,”” This includes art critics and creative types,
Mitchell states the practices of the critical infrastructure translate art and intellectual
works into “reified culture.” (Mitchel, 1995, p. 111) He goes further to argue that the
critical infrastructure creates cultural capital; It is their role to ensure that cultural goods

and practices become commodities and are “...incorporated into systems of capital
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circulation and that they become known as emblems of culture.” (Mitchell, 1995, p. 111)
and that “what gets called culture is thoroughly implicated in the continual reproduction
of everyday. It is inseparable from relations of production and consumption — and of
power.” (Mitchell, 1995, p. 112)

With a critical geography approach, Tim Cresswell (2004) provides insight from
social theory and social analysis and contributes to the discourse of ideology and
transgression with the emphasis on the role of place in the constitution and maintenance
of ideology. Stressing the idea that society both produces and is reproduced by space,
Cresswell attempts to explain “how and why place is a powerful force in...ongoing
hegemonic and counterhegemonic struggles.” (Cresswell, 2004, p. 13)

In the third chapter of In Place/Out of Place: Geography, ldeology, and
Transgression, entitled The Crucial ‘Where’ of Graffiti, Tim Cresswell provides support
for his claim that the examination of place in cultural and social processes can aid in the
understanding of ideology and power in effecting the everyday behaviour of individuals.
Cresswell demonstrates that the practice of graffiti results in the transformation of the
meaning of New York by challenging the hegemonic ideology’s image of the city. With
particular attention given to the dominant power’s response to graffiti, he argues that the
“investigation the ‘out-of-place’ metaphor points to the fact that social power and social
resistance are always already spatial.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 11)

Tim Cresswell outlines with what definition of ideology he is operating. Goren
Therborn argues that ideology establishes and models “how human beings live their lives
as conscious, reflecting initiators of acts in a structured meaningful world” which include

defining what exists and does not exist, what is good and appropriate (as well as what is
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not) and what is either possible or impossible. (Cresswell, 2004, p. 14) This allows for a
defense of the ideological stance on a given subject, making ideology not just a system of
beliefs and values, but riddled with various power dynamics, making ideology “meaning
in the service of power.” (Cresswell, 2004, p. 14)

Cresswell also states that ideology is not a class phenomenon, and that there is
positional ideology, which “subjects one to, and qualifies, one for, a particular position in
the world of which one is a member” and there is inclusive ideology that defines the
individual as a member, like nationalism. (Cresswell, 1996, p. 15) This is a significant
point to understand for the discussion of graffiti, in that positional ideology makes an
individual not only aware of their own position but also aware of those in different
positions: ‘others’. Positional ideology allows for one to be aware of what’s in-place
through the awareness of what is out-of-place, a crucial geographic metaphor, showing
that ideological contestation has always had a spatial component.

So it is established that ideology, in deciding what is appropriate, and good, and
possible, greatly affect the actions of individuals. These practices are carried out after one
has read the place, and behaves accordingly. However, by altering practices within a
place based on what ideology deems appropriate, practice therefore informs place. This
idea of appropriate practice makes actions seem “...natural, self-evident, and
commonsense.” (Cresswell, 1996, p.16) However, practice “ is simultaneously a form of
consumption...and a form of production....By acting in space in a particular way the
actor is inserted into a particular relation with ideology.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 17)
Cresswell (1996) states that “meaning is invoked in space through the practice of people

who act according to their interpretations of space, which, in turn, gives their actions
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meaning.” (p. 17)This is a fluid and mutating process. But the crucial point to be made
about commonsense is that it is a mechanism of domination, or doxa. It fosters an
adherence to a perceived natural order, when in reality it is a method of reproducing an
object condition, an “established order,” despite individuals’ subjective beliefs.
(Cresswell, 1996, pp. 18-19) Doxa become orthodoxy when individuals begin to question
the legitimacy of commonsense through the awareness of alternatives.

Cresswell (1996) argues that the reactions to graffiti, evident in language use, by
the media, the government, and individual citizens signaled the existence of a fear that
there was disorder in the city. He writes,

“Reaction to graffiti describes it as a threat to order- as out of place- in two main ways:
(1) by suggesting through a mass of metaphors and descriptive terms that graffiti does not
belong in New York’s public places and (2) by associating it with other places- other

contexts- where either the order is different and more amenable to graffiti or disorder is
more prevalent.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 37)

The words used to suggest that graffiti was out of place in New York includes
words such as dirt, pollution, and garbage. The spatial component of such word choice is
evidence of graffiti’s out-of-placeness, given that, for example, “the meaning of dirt is
dependent on its location.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 38)

Dirt isn’t necessarily disgusting if it’s in its proper place, but becomes disgusting
when it is where it should not be. The meaning of dirt depends on its position to other
things, there, then, exists a symbolic order or hierarchy. “Symbolic orders are
constructed through and by power, and filth represents the ‘objective frailty’ of that
order. When graffiti is labeled as filth it is an acknowledgment of the threat that it poses
to order.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 39) Another similar choice of language is to refer to
graffiti as a disease, plague, or contagion. Cresswell states that “implicit in the use of

disease terms in the anti-graffiti rhetoric is the idea of separation and confinement. The
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causes of disease need to be isolated; carriers need to be quarantined. Like dirt, a disease
is a disorder with spatial implications.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 41)

Cresswell identifies “the paradox of graffiti as art” in that at the same time the
practice of graffiti was criminalized, othered, and recognized as anarchic by the
government authorities, it was taken out of the public spaces and into art galleries by the
‘authorities’ of culture. (Cresswell, 1996, p. 50) This placed graffiti in its appropriate
place, making it art instead of ““a tactic of the marginalized,” as it was now conforming to
the dominant ideology’s idea of proper place. “In effect, the art world has transformed
and commodified graffiti by displacing it.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 50)

This relates to Don Mitchell’s argument about cultural mediation by the critical
infrastructure. Cresswell states that as graffiti was being reconstituted as art “by the
secular magic of displacement.” (Cresswell, 1996, p. 52) This relocation from the streets
to the art galleries can be seen as a strategy of the dominant ideology to undermine the
challenge to the current order that the pra