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| CHAPTER I
- e fmem»oy THE CRNTER mm,?ienéwih I

The role of the Gatholic Center Party in German history ia a
'controver81al subgeet whoae rudlments only cafi be treated in this:!
-paperc Tha Center Party's character hes alternately been damned :
and’ péﬁised but seldom wrltten about wnth dispassion and often
with misunderstanding,. Ths Centox has been cglled a party deyoid
@f pelitical pr;nolplesi opportunist, confeséibnalj ultramontanei .

. while ‘on the other hand it has been credlted with eterting & |
* moderating 1nf1uence during the peried of the Wbimar Republic and
: with‘baing é stgunch defender-of the Gmnstitutiontand the ideals
: bf'iapablicghiais. Some have abeused the Center of yielding to _
Hitier with 4 he selfish des1re to perpe*uate 1tself &t the expense
of the Republic, yet dsfenders of tho Center have pictured political
Catholloium as one of Hltler's staunchest foose
""" ihe orig;in of ‘bhe Center Party ig rooted in Biamarcxr's fight
-wiﬁh the - Catholic Church whioh a Catholic representative, Rudolph
Virchow, designated the Kulturkampf, But the seeds of religious
hatred are buried deép in German historys "Ne other perty has béen
. go deeply and lastingly affected by thénreligious cleavage that took

placé in Western Burope in the sixteenth century es the Qérmﬂn «% the




m&tmkits risa O 64“1

pooplo fwmong
_ m:. mﬂ.ouﬁ geria&a in Geruan hietory the ?raﬁsstcmt or Gatholis
&emm tion hos ‘m@mm& ths othor de being "eppoied Lo the Covs

mas treditiens” ' e Gotholis, proud of the Graditions of the Holy

min Bnghros Gould not forget thab the ?rotea;fi‘f'

-:’b 9:' incds, a»ll&e&

with mme ana swa&m,ma Lousht @gﬁmt i;ha mpir&. The Protostant

fms&ml ger&oaical}y mviwa tiza o ::,-_lia;r ar*ciacmholia mmz-»

s&tioma which chwo'ed the Ga?m Ga'tmlics with mm@ "t‘omagx‘; domie

nsged® -tmﬁ ‘*‘mﬂasmmr - The -"’rzateam*ﬁfa- r@gardea tho large Catholie

m&mﬂw aanmrogatmd m aauthwee"tam Genzmy and 4n Silesia ae an
ingidious thrend to ﬂsmm unity and £o Gm vy ponulio.r Eul

‘ﬁw ’batme of &adv‘va krough¥ ahuddam £ foroboding o ferman Gathe
enca and ehafw apprahenswns wWore ooﬁix‘mﬂ by the F‘ul'!mrki‘_'_ fw
Sihe ma'b that the Romon, Gnthoua Slurch 16 in o minority in
bhe ﬁemm Empire exgiains in the ﬂw‘b ingtance its prepones og
;1 pokieical forma"a aeligimm die{;mm, isembmﬁd with geograghwal
partioulariat aént&mﬁ ana sou(.iﬁeﬂ W the mamrék gystem, pros
duced the cemter Parey af 1871,, %noeforth, -the C’hm‘oh mgay&ad
itools fw & peraecmta& n&nority, énd i;%s membere never é‘orgob the
ﬁ&scﬁmim icms it suffored unﬁer b}:m Houcs of ?}ohexxzouamg The

CBntm' Party capi al%&ed on tho m's%tical- .ma&wy tn.ew nErtyrdon

1
P %mw, wrmn, mhlev and tha cewmm&m {iondon: Sheod

rdy 1956, transe b Be Ve DESIOT)s DY Py

“nobert Horndon Fife, The Oormen zzmire Botuoen fwo Yore (Jew

Yorksy Mousdlen end Companyy 10I0), Ds 201s  Horeartor oited as
Fifoy Gernmx ﬁ”@v




ralltes the faithful to the side of ths Churchs Even"afterxéﬁe% .
Woimar Constltution brouvht religious equallty to Germany s Catholics
the Center never dlsregarded the eontlngency of another Kulturkampf.
.$hey0hurch-foughtﬂthé Kultg:kﬁmgf:wiﬁh the only‘pdlitical means
évailable to it under the Constitutionm, Qy@pglitica@np&rtyWéupporﬁed
by & militant minority. unified ty feér;-atrengthened by mﬂntyr&dm
and dotermined upon e moral crusade fop religicus5and'50¢iai equaiity@
Long'befdré Bismarck had "unified" Gefmeny e truly unified Catholic.
| population lay organized and reaiy_fbr-useraa a political weapon.
Hundreds of thousénds of é&thoiios wore organiéad in various religious
. and ‘Hocial organizeitions, acutely oonﬁ@iéﬁé of their gecul_-iér posie
tion in relation to éﬁu&aia and of their dormant powers If was
priﬁcipally’due-tb-onejman;.ﬁudWig Windthoérst, that this. latent power
WaS'féfgéd.into & QQWérful politicai instrumént,

Windthérst was the George Washington of Cerman political Cathol=
| icism, His name rocurs again and again in the Center Party literature
during the Weimar Républics He was a Horth German afistocrat"Who had-
 been & Hanoverien minister beforé 1866, and he never forgot Prus:sia"s
soizure of Hﬁnoﬁef'or the men who had been reBQOnsible for the oute
rages He hated Biamarck and the Prussian staté with bltter roegents
ment; but he s an extremaly flexible men, His diplomacy and clever
opportunism soon eharaoterized the party he lodse In 1870 ho met

with Bavarian Catholio leaders and laid plans for the repreaentation

of Ccholio-interests in the Reiohstagi. The following year their suce

cessful candidates made'their.entry into the Prussian Landtag and the




Reiohstag. These - deputies were called ths tcentor Fraltion® for S
£wo reasons: - because of thzxr position in the center of the Reichs .

#tag and . because df-their polioieea They wersé to the right of the

‘Liberals in questiond of rellgmon and education, but- %o the left of.

the Oenservatlves in -questions of foreign policy, treatment of mins.
érities, and . in gupremacy: of the milltary poger ‘snd gtate power..
genaralxy.

The redl victor in the clash of the Cathollc Church with tha

German BEmpire hasg been f?equentxy disputeds Arthyr Rosenberg

contends that Bismarck won his point when he drow the Center Party

to the support of the governmsnﬁ,1~but &n~Center'Party Titerature

“the défeat of Bismarck's program ia one of the "glorious chaptors®
rog :

41 the Center's anuals, [Rs He Fife eupresses,the opinicn that it

is an idle question as to whether Biamérok‘really carried throﬁgh

his program or whgther.like Henry IV he was forced to "go to6 Canocssas"
Pife contends that actually the Kuiﬁgrkagﬁﬂ,endéd in a compromise,
Rhscaunge Bismarck‘ssw‘thgt.to prolong the conflict would irretrgevabiy
weaken the state, not merely in its attituds toward foreign foes, but
also in ite ability to deal with economic questions and meet the
riging soclalist daagsrgﬁ?' Anothey writer sees #hé Kulturkemp? ag-

an 1ﬁveﬁted 1egénd.which'the Conter Party has exploited té keep the -

3

1
. Arthur Rosenberg, The Birth of the German Republie, 18711918
(London: Hs Milford Lidy, 1931, trans, by 1am I's D. MOFrow), ps 15
Hbreafter citad as. Rosenberg, Birth of the German Republio. s
2 v
Fife, Germsn Empire, pe 20lLs




fgood Catholies™ in polid Support behind the politioiens of the

 gupport given the Center Party ly Gofzen

end Company ;- Ltdgy trangs by E.""Fitzgera“l‘j

pe.rt:ei oino p olitiseh=statisticohs. Untex‘suehlm "der, moﬁ'é%'ag_‘

: Tote

Régardless of which historical interpretation ons may

5 tho important fact is that. the Cénter gior‘ifiéé the results i

of thé Kulturkampf_as a clear-cut victery for politieal Catholioismx.}[-‘}j'
over Prnésie.n attempts to limit the sphere of the Churdhe Whetherr""'-‘;
: ’che Kulturkam”}fz was & myth or & grave conflict, the majority of
Germ&tw’s Catholics wore: convi.noed that the rights of the Churéh
i'{_-‘wex_fe threatonsd a,n.d. that the ex;i-,s.te_nce of & political party to
i'-';-"-x'*'je.aig'».:ﬁ'es:t,s.év'n;’q vcgﬁkdii,é‘inte?egts was éssentig-l.. %o the aeduriﬁy of thé

" ghurehy Johannes Scheufffs importent stetistical study upon the

g Catholics reveals e

‘decided fluotue.tion in the 1oya1ty afforded it mm 1871 to 192&,
In 1871, 57,2 per cént of Gema.n ‘Gatholics aupported the Centerj
in 187&; per conty in 1881, 864,3 per cent; but by 1912;. the

persentage had dropped to Sl per eents In.lgay the percentage of
Gatholis men veting for the Centor was 5148y Schauffis statistiod
cléarly indicate the willingness of the Cerman Catholics o suppork

the Chureh ﬁh@n{;_iﬁ_mq in danger, but to grow indiffopent when the

1Bosnrnhard Menne, Thé Oase of Dre Brfff; ing (Londong Hutohinson
o( _Pc.‘. 10y E;erea.f‘ter eited .

as Monne, Dr. Bruningo

8366 Johsmnes Sohauff, Die deutschen Katholiken und’ die Zentnme-n ‘

501t 4871 (Colognes Baochem Verleg, 1920, s
seaexsetas ‘onily eover the, elsetions from 1871 unt11 192&; Emil Ritter,
a prominent Catholio publioistx, ‘reports: that’ Schauff estimated that =
by 1928 only 39 per cent of Catholics eligible to- vote voted for the
Ceniters Emil Ritter, Der Weg des politischen Katholisiemis in Deutschq
land (Bresleus Bergs1&dt Verlag, 195L); Pe 2lbs ITor & mors readily
avallable asoount of how Germarqr tg eatholics voted see. John Bu Biason,

. "How the Center Party Votes," Commonweal, XIT (1930) 571;-576. The

title of Mrs Midon's article should read, "HGW the German: Catholic's
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threat ls5g¢neds The Center recognized this fact and continusd to

arn. the Catholio electorate throughout its history of enother pose:

sivie Rul turieanp e

After Bismarck had conoluded nego‘biations with the Vatican to

the s.@tis.mctwn of voth parties, the intrensigent leaders of the

: Gazit;er* §tilt wére not appeasedy Blsmarck had campletely ignored
 them to negotiste directly with the curie: The leadership of the
" Ceénter was prindipally drawm from the weéephﬁiim, Bevarian; end

" Rhineland gentrys Their interests were -pi’fgmq,rily»agmﬁiana _ They

wers: autosratio, patriarchal end remained Pigidly censervative wntil

the threat of the Sooial Demcoratic Party among the Catholio worliings

 meni cauged them to alter their policies; if not thelr sentimentss

In i%e: sooial .coﬁpoés;tion the Ceénter during the periad of the

Eulturianpt as in the time of. the, Weimar Republie was heterogeneouss

© The supporters of the Center wore umited in theif opposition to the

nilitaristi¢ end eutooratic Prussian centralism and to the middie

" olass, "The priest and the nobleman no less than the possent and

 the warlman n had in common nothing €6 gain by furthsiing the middle 7

.ciasrs capitalist ovolubion in the cities + 4 » « M But above all
voonotite and particularist ties the religlous notive wa3 and qontizmed

o be ﬁhe exouse for the existence of the Gsnter Pa.rty.

The alliznes of the Conter and the -Gor;s.ervgtgivels-whichh resulted -

1
Rosenberg, Birth oi’ ‘hhe German Repnb],io, p. 10;




4 qfﬁi‘cgg;

" testant Charéh and to ite temporal right ai '
- Partys Bismardk's ailidnce with the Liberals and the, threwc»

keaitn fl ‘Gauséd Bismerck to: order protoctive, medsures

é;éisa"-til‘iérré&';f@'.x‘f—;lﬁ«thé agrarian olads, The leadership of the Center wis.

thnscanverted %atﬁé tariff policies of Bidmarck, This was e fumdao |

_ mental ehenge in the poliocy of the cemer. A8 Yong as Biamarck was:

"_‘,‘_f';v«er, the Center under Windthorat's leadership faughb

centralization b‘f—-‘ﬁhez ‘Reioh under Prugsien léadérship, niliteriem

- a.nd gtate mterfe """ ened in- eduoa‘a:\onal aml religlous arfai.ra. In 1887,'_ '
: * Jong aftor peace had boeti sonéluded, -t:he Centoer fought. tooth and
"‘nail ‘against tha,s_e,‘icennatj{ Y bil.l providing military sup,plﬁsé for

seven yaaz*s., They also opposed any antiePolisk. mav&a of’ Prugsis and

| were. staut dei'enders of agy persecuted Catholio mingrity within the

Germen Bmpirey - - . - o . o

Time healed the wounds of the :Kult*url‘i_‘_'_ f. With the passing

~of Bismarck there was n dooided change; Williem II soon showed

hingelf desireusd of wirning the aﬂféction of hig Romdn Catholic sub=
Jeotss He way carsful to-soothe polnts -of irritation, Ho founded

& Gatholig théological faculty in the Strasburg university end made

_geveral peryonal gifts to the churoh. on the occasion éf his vigit

Yo Jerusalem he presénted the ceiebrate& Domitio“ Maria,e to the

I'Rhe new lavm foz! the eecularization of tho schoola and the
introduction of oivil marriage were equally offensive to the Proe
the Conservative
of .
ative
£ I{ep-_w

parl famentarianism were additional .stimuli- to & Center-consgj
allia.noe, a partnership which récurred: again during tho Wei

 ublde when the Center turned %o the Gormsy, Nationalisb Par*by to

ga.in a.id for 8 new stshool lam




. 6iliances with the Cembers -In-1895-a delegate of the Center was:

: Li@bé!‘mﬂ an 'éﬂ%ﬁ&’i%&ﬁiﬁ-"ﬁﬂ??@%ﬁﬂ'oﬁj vy attey

Catholics therbw  In general ho showsd o very falr ond tasctful coms

Aéi:aefa%filou:zsf the rights end eensibilities of ‘the German Catholis.

; pepulation mich belied his dipleomsoy: in foreigx affaix-ac

- Gaprivi and Hohénlohe; Bismerclta. succéssors, regarded the S

., Contor with mach greaétor favor: than::BiamMﬁ@g had;a ' Hohenlohey who. Co

s Higmself & Catholis of 1iberal vim, and Caprivi both made

- chosen Presldent of the Reichstag, tnd for twelve yoars representes

tives of thé party pregided over the netional perliementy’
- With the deathi of Windtherat and the passing of the old .Center
letders paticularisn woalened coneidoradblys A Ramberg tew merchant, .

-Ei‘%‘e"r’, Yoseus %h'a' new lender ‘-c'f the »c'éhﬁéeiwlf The' vision of & greater

r¥s solonial espirations

and‘a grout fricnd of the Raiger’s Bigslawy polieys He bolieved in-

‘expansion :Ln the army and nevy and foroed expansion abroads
‘domentio pol&oiea ‘he favored the- “dear bree.d" polisy of ths agrariensy.

5 _ .
“Por an interoating ascount of the Kai.ser’s ferusade? and a

'oemplete oxplanation of his motives see William Ls Langery The Di

lomacy of Imparialiam, 1890-»3.90& (mew York: As & Enopf, 1935);
697"6390 :

In a speeeh a.t Jen& on July 31, 1892 msmrck said: T conw
sider 4he Contew ¢ an enemy %o the country-in it tendency even -
4f not in @ll ‘itd memberss - There areé plenty: of" goo& gormang amongst

'thémy. tub the: general tendéncy i¢ such that I congider- them a6 &

danger to the oceiuntrys I the Govermment were <o choose 1ts auth-

© ordtative advisers from the Contér Party and. formalate ive polioy .

890 a8 to plense-the Centér, A-procedurs whioh oan have no laghing
stability; 4t would be & migfortune for the Fatherlanda". Rosens

berg, Birth of the Get'm&n gfgublié, be. BQm :




9.

In & périod B twenty years the' Center had Oomplete],y altored ita - .-
role: frm that of an opposition party %9, become & loyal gupporteor .

: of the Emnre, Tho ; polioies which. the Centep . ha& on¢e. oondemiad
WBrS: madﬁ passible by its votes aftar 18904

s ThéEe v:ere other ehangey in the Cemter alsos The party was. .
»’,:,,‘forced to demo::ratiae %o retain its working &lags: vatersa.  Thé Sosial
Eamocratio Party wae zaa.king rapid inmada mto the - predomﬁ.nan‘&ly

' C&tholio muscrmi regions: of the Rubir and the oities of: the. Rhine-

1&116‘§~ Citiesy 1ike kmnioh, Cclegne, Duasen,dorf and ¥aing had beecms

lakgely Social Denmcratic Yy 190% : ,ﬁ;n,ung .-t-,;ha ‘Gathotie minerg in -
the Ruhr;: and awong the Catholie: workmpn "5 organizations which had.. .

their ¢enter -at Munich«Gladbasch, the Socisl. Democrats met. with gtiffer

resiatanoe« ‘Thede -two regiong: remained the hearf: of tho Christian.
Trade Unions until 39334 Thus, e.gmrian interestzs and religion were
. . ? .

no longes enough to ingure ths voted of the Roman Catholio peasants

| of Southsrh Gerneny orof Cathelic worlmens . ..

v+ The Papad Bneyolicaly Reﬁxm Novarunm, which was lgsued in 1891y _

whs i:he Vatican greéfi. Tight %o organize Catholio unians, bty gympas

thetic m'iests and the Cen‘ber Party haa prepareﬁ the way f‘er the

' new ‘soeial polioiea ot the Ohureh, -

Fallj'i‘.-}, the lead oi‘ Bishop von Ke‘hteler the Contey Party
worlced for the amelioratien of the ‘Yot of *the laboring -
clasaés near];y ‘bwc deca.dés before the f‘Amous i.abor myu -

5
v

B T L TP S

: &In the 196(7 electitma 80! gne, an overv'he;..‘ing Catholic ci‘t;y,
A ha.d 1ts vallots d;.s’cﬂ.buted in this menner: Soeialisbs, 15,000
' Centerj 170005 Netional Liberal, 10,0004 - Anchymous, "The Vietory.
_ of the German Cénter: Partye® . Bubnn Rev.ew. XL (1907): v 5714

-
-
t7

e




.- 4iical was léeued by Pope .Leo XIII, which in faot,
- dounded’ %ike a solemi approval of the Centris'b 'e
L Programy” R A

7_-._j_campetmcn with, the Soctal Demooretic end the Independent Trade al

Uniqns often f?oreed tzhe Ca*hholie organiaationa to 1e.y apeoial emphaaia
: @03:’52&@&#_4%?@?@09&.. with the Sooial Democratss ,ﬁl’hi,griygiry_for e
':."'the :iabafing mants ?dt'e qever gedseds.. The christian Trade 1ons e
';?A:appealed o the religious daty of the Catholic mrkingman to repudiate |
 the "godless®. So046l Demoorats, and during the Weimar Repupno the
) sootal Demaeram ‘unions generally reforrad te the Christian -@?‘?’?“’-
&Sthe“mb unionse® Nevertheless, they hed muoh in commony Thei¥
ﬁmdmntalcommon enmity for Prussieniem and capitalism b;!f@}xshﬁ,v: |
then togsthor, A3though as o party, the. entor e ot affested by
the Prusgian threewoless suffrage system, the Catholie :Wo.t-"‘k‘ipgz‘n‘e.n |
were, and they baoked up. the- Sooial %chygﬁg with their fullest - |
sympa.t}w and support. . o | o A
. The oppoaiﬁ;.on 6f the Catholic workingmen! “to their traditional
' lqadership found expression in a group of 1liberal and more &outhful :
,laaders who did nat approve of the tactica of the die-hard party
l.i{_ea,_de;-—_g;, .and in @ _g_ronp of gocial reformers who, were motivated by
‘the Sodia) Catholie M’)vément. _. The outstanding f‘i.gure among the Centerts
loft mng wag & braah ycung, journa.lis*b, Matthias Brnberger,a As the

othes -Ga,ntejn Joaders he was guilty of aomprog;;g;ng w,i';\‘.:?l ‘the Prussdian

Eoes ey,

iFra.nces s,« Batten “The Cathono Chareh in Gontenporary Gemany,
ca'bhouo Histdric‘al Review, XVIT (1951), 1423. '

2
’ .?;.f!.s.appwsi-e% 96»99. ‘
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govermisnt to eke out eoncessions for hie parey and his. Church, but

he also was ..cf:&pabie of attacking thg' gpvérz,x_’me'nﬁ With great effgoﬁivez‘;e_sa

and v!J.‘bh cbmp}etq;&&m& of soruples when the politieal situation called - .

© for u;seﬁ.iétan_éé; In the iwmediate years before the World War ho sppeared .
5 bo the only figure in .p{ont.ies who Would be. capable of welding the .

 tesy wing of the ‘Contor, the Sosial Deméorats end the Progressives .

" 4nto a moderate eoalitiom -

. During the reign of Williem. 1T there was only one incident of

any imaortance in which the Center risked its ,'*mtioml‘ __reputaﬁioﬁ!’f

to ”oppo.sa-thé: govermnant, In 1906 & conflict arose between Bﬂlow |

and the Conter 'ov.e:;aérbain minor quéationé' of pergonnel policies

"in the Coloniel Servicss I was not & question of principies but en

argunent Wsrfth_e. distrivution of political spoilss A f‘ew minor

¢oncessions to the Center would hnve placated it,. but the. Bilow

- govornment -in-.0@6n=lMth .other. Eupire cabinets, wis not willing %o

adnit the nlighteat Reichetao conﬁrol. The Genter was piqued by .

the rejection of .'d:s request e.nd combined with the Sociax Democrata

%o veto & part of the' finane‘ial;,e.st&mte; for the dgfeﬂaq fut;'ee_‘ B

ls'fauﬁhme'ét\ Aﬁ*&.ca. The dispute bairfl.ébna:d ‘t‘uo much greatoyr ,prqygzﬁﬁims; .

than 1t m'af-ijﬁed when & native revelt dé‘éu;;-:_re'a in "-tixe region whoro

the funds wWHYe o be allocatods  The Center ref‘used %o bo swaysd

éven by fuational interest” in this insta.mze,‘ e.nd Ersberger took the

-opportunity to attack the disﬁre?ssing_ ineffiotenciesd of the Coloniel

Administmtiom The result of the lefeat of the governmentis measurs.

was ‘the aisaolition of thé Relohsteg and the slections of 1907,

~
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Meny Catholic authors and publications have' pictured the Center
,.as the ohampien of peace, the working mén and Jiveral governmeunt
: du-xving the immediate preswar periods There is 1ittle to justify
this contentions Thé Center on the contrary weig geneéaily aations
alistie, conééwaﬁivig and & strong Snpporte'r‘ of & gystom of go;vemé-
~ ment which was & mockery of constitutional monar‘clg;;;l In 1907; én
i exoéllf‘eh‘& épportunity wi§ given the Center to mierge wlth the Sosial
Demoorats and to fores the govermment toward & Fepresentetive governs
ment; but the Center declined such a step and with elmost pathstio
0agerness ‘é,'éf-ﬂ..zedl the firgt opportunity to return %o its pooculiap
position in Support but not as an active member in the govem_u_;ent;r
For .iﬁs loyal ‘suppart,'of the German Empire thé Center roceived very
1ivtle in maféﬁial rewards Ocoasiondlly & minor bureaucyatic post
of & figureshoad Reiohsteg position was givea the Center, but its

"spoils™ wére paltiys This dumb obediénce to a gévermm‘ejnt. which

lmm the éarlier view of Bismarckts toward the Genterts loyelty
to Germany had been dispelled is showm in the following quotations
The late leader of the Fres Consorvatives, Herr von Kardorff, sdid
on April 13, 1950k, "We cannot sy that the: gentlemsn of the Contorr
have pursuéd an Ultramontane poliscy with us to any extent, No,
Gentlemien, they havé been (erman dnd National in helping us to
rostore the German National Defense; théy have been Germen and
NHetional in the Colonial policy which they have inaugurated in
. unison with us, and finelly they have carried out a German and Nats
ional policy im suppérting the Customs Tariff, which restored to
agriculture thoge rights of which ghe was robbed in the deys of :
Caprivi, whose loss has been answorable for the distress which pres
vaile éven in our time.® The following, day Bﬂlow eohoed thege words,
"1 thoroughly endorse all Herr von Kardorff hag geid Hbdut the-
 praideworthy doopordtion of the Center in great mbional questions:®
~ Anpryious, "The Viotory of the German cemter Pa.rw, Dublin Review,

- 0% (1907), 37l¥6




1gnniv'ed its loyalty is diffioult to un&é-x'-‘@tand. but regrettably truey .
' One can only conolude that the Center as a party favored. the syatem .

of: ooverment under william II and qspoused its policiess .. ." L g

'ijisoaial Eamocrats gained enormous]y. ‘Undoubtedly the Conter 1@81} :
- {38, :‘#ﬁﬁeﬁ‘- to.the Sodiel Demaomtsg-for, its domestioc and foreign
policied as, véviéen-déd- in the Reichstag, if not in its "official. . -
j?%’fl.prog;rams, mre Yory similep to the Rightist polioless A Centrist. .
reackionary; Peter Spaln, wos slected p.!?-ﬁsid_eint 'Qf the Reichstag -
after the 1912 elestion in & move by the Congervatives to avold embars
ragsing the Kaiser ty eleoting e socielist 7&6 that august. bub impotent
positions

" the foliowing year the Centor joined the Bosisl Démoorats and

the otheyr partiss, with the exception of the mﬁ?ansigeivt; réasgtionaries
" of the cén‘sei-*vative- Party, in ¢ensuring the dotion —of. ‘the military
na-is:lon. A Centrist leader. B‘ehrenbaoh later Reiochs ohancellor during

‘ tho Republic, delivered the most effeotive atﬁaok upon thy military
regime. It haa been claimed, eévan by ths eocianst historian, Arthur
'Rds'enberg; that the "zabern AFfair® was conclusive proof that the

Center. could not resist any great mass movement in opposition. to the

A% the eleatmns of 1997 the mmber of‘ reoorded votes rose to .
11,263&005 The Soecial Demooraty received %3259;000 and the Centor
2,180,0004 At tho elsotions of 1912, 208,000 votes were rogige . -
tered; . The Secial Democrats rose to h,250,600 while the Cefitey
sank to 1,997,“0; Rosenberg, Birth of the German Repub.tio, Pe 6904
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govermnenﬁ, and that in times of orisis: Pmssian consemtives and -

the Prussian govemmental aystem ‘could nok rely ‘upon- ‘the: suppert

af the CGn{:er. : fi“‘Actu&lly' ‘the "zavern Ai‘fair" wag oo oloarscit a

; : ‘caaa ‘to‘ :3udg;e the‘ Géﬁ‘cervgq ‘ehe,i“aétér"g:- Hoparty with ;w degros. of -

_f‘Arfkirw -

.' o The World War proved to be the adid test for the futue of the o :
“':f"jét'__a'xit’iez_‘f .-Eeéxiﬁy and 'dééeermtﬁeld- its rols in the early yééu-s of the Weimar v,
Républicy The prewwar poriod had witnessed the gradual evoelustien

-of ‘f:he Centez' t‘rom an oppoeition role to that of & loyal pa.rtner with-
william TI¢ Within the Center thérs wers gmqp,s: which hael grown ‘in

' i‘xﬁp@rta&nea with the great inerease of Christian Trade Unions after
1891s - The old ‘oligarcty whieh gaided thé Center's destinies for

- four dec“eides had Yost 1té grip upon the party ty 193}4. A gﬁoui; of
political strategists within the party whose hsadquartérs wes at
Gologrs had alresdy enforesd interdonfodsional provisions in the
eénté;xj? -4 woll ag in the' ’c_g!ﬁz- in en effort to 6peéte & groat nonw -

Sesialiet Christien partyi’ Their efforts to form a Conservatives

lliosenberg, Bir’th of ths German Rapublie, pe 57«-5&

zﬁereafter the christian Prados nns win gemrauy bo abbréve
iaﬁed %o OTmﬁ

3 " The: Golcgne group, which wag headed ¥y Juli.us Bachem and included
Peter Spahn ‘and gthor prominent Céntrist leaders, sought to fashion '
& truly politicai party supported by Christians,,,conservativea and _
tintionalists; and they ‘denied ‘that the Center was purely ‘6 confeaeional :
par*by devote& Solely to *ehe proteotion of a I{ul‘mr pronrem;{ ‘ :

%
' - B Vo /




Nationalachriseian Party weré later: tolb‘é- ‘seen in the postewar years,.
espeoially in the dohemes of: Adem Stegerwald - the oheirman. of the
CTUx - But the ‘story of the: Center's role in the First World War mst
ve. tbld ko 11 luﬂtra’ce 188 role in he Weimar Republic efter 1919, for. = ° .
st almraoter Wi Urought into bold ‘volisf by the events whioch ocourraa,"

botween Angust 191l; and November 19184
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' memma PARTY 'S BOLE IN mwonw WAR .

When ’bhe Reichstag ms oonfronted with the f’aote of war on o

_ Augmat Ly, 191};;, ’ohose f'aots were ”acoamplished fb.ots. Among the

evidence preaented in 1928 w a Reiohstag 1nvestig&ting oonmittee |

into the causes ai’ Germanyfs conapae wa.a the testimony of & Cen-v o
trist Ieader, Johaxmes Bell. Bell‘s repor‘{‘z substanﬁﬂ,ated other
Re&chstag memb‘exss ¥ test-imorw‘l The political pa.rties had not been
conaulted; their leadera wore ‘ignorant of the urgenoy of the pdl=~
itical situa.tiom From Auguat 1 to Auguet h, 191h the Reichstag

had not been in seasion, but: once the Rezchstag was oonvened it

_ votéd unanimoualy tha necassary war eredrhs-; ‘agreed: on the Bv

2

' f'rieden and then for al} practical purposas retired te give the

governing olique a freé hand in oondueting t:he mr, A few politioians
entered aotivel,y 1nto the administration of the war effort. Erzq-
barger ma asked to f’erm a governmsnb propaganda agenoy and to

direot the flow of propaganda to neutral countrieaﬁ The ma;}ority

:;Rcéenbéfg, Bir*t:h":of-' tho Gernan Republic, py Eoms '

2

s Burgfriodeén was the politicai truce: agreed upon by the pol~
itical partlss whoroty thay agreed not to critiogsq sach other or the
gwernment, -

Sem The Suppéme Gammand undertoolc the. direotion of their o, pro=

'paganda bureau after July 1917.
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| of the ‘GEﬂ‘Eé?f"'S yepresentatives, howsver, contimied: to perform the
sarns hollov.r perliaméntary and bureaucratic aetivities which had
" .oceupi.ed them before the wer,

During the first two and one~half years of ths war tho Center
gupported the war vigorously. It proved that it was "German aid Nat@%
"-ioaal" dufing the war as it had beon in supporting & large navy and

the oxpansion 6f the Empire. There wore rabid annexationists dmong
the céhtef 69 améng tho other parties, Peter Spa‘hn‘ wag ha prominent
annexationist, and Professor Martin Spahn was & fiery ohauvinist;}
E‘_z'f(sif)e,jrger;’ the l,eade‘;; cjf-thg ieft wing, was en unblushing jingoist and
& brash spokésman f'er “German expansionistsy He rax""mulated' the pblic‘sy‘
of the viotoricus peacé as well as the Center's declaration of Octe
ober 16, 1916, which legalized the diotatorghip of the Supreme Coms
zmmch2 His '&mbitions for. a victorious Germany wore prc;nnpted; by varied
'int"eresta:' iron ore for the indugtries of ‘l’mraaen,3 more Catholies

to inorease tha influence of the Center and the cq:mnon de_sire- of all
German nationalists, a greater end nior‘s powsrful Reichs |

Gh@raoteﬁistwany; the Center Party never flatly stated its

'1Martin Spahn, who chenged his affiliation to the Nationaliet
Party during thé Weimer Repiblic, also publishéd & Pan«Gorman pams
phlet in May 1915, entitled, Jo Kem £ um unsere Zukunft, which the
Dublin Review stiys outedoss Bernhardi, T&LLKe : n"ﬁKé""é'e'neral immorw:
oIty of 1ts principles, and in its appln.ca‘bion of them to the
particular cirdumstances of the present wars® Anonymous, "German
Catholios end the War," Dublin Review, GCLVIIZ (1916), 23.

2
I!lf!"&, p, 19, note 30
3Infm, p. 26 note 3.
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W&mﬁ Y I%s aimg were couched in velled goneralities, but thoy

aubﬁcriba&’to the war aims of the Comssrvatives, of the industmalis'cs:;,?f .

and of Ludendorff until the Peace Resolution of 1917 caused a new
' ”p&rﬁy'&llianca‘in the-Rsiehatag“and»aAmodifiéati6n~of'the»csnﬁeéié'v‘
“war almby Tatid July 1937, the traditiona} conservative leadsrship™
, oﬂ'vtfhé Contor %111° cantréiied'ifcs ‘pai-—;ty‘pol-id-iie‘é‘.r ‘and the d’iééipi‘iné’ |
of the party allowed no insurgentsi;a ‘But the Peace Resoujtion:

coupled with the dissontent of the' Catholic masses: overthrew the old
".I:e-é;derehipl and rallied the majority of the Center aleotcrmémﬁo.ytﬁe
o leadership of Eraberger ‘and the war sins of the Socialistss “The.
| question of war aing troke the unity of. the Genter."z’ Henceforth

the. lef‘t wing of :the Center controned the pafrty's policies although
* the gongervatives continued largely to ‘aullify eny literal tendéncioes
derived from the Christian Prade Unions¢ Thus, the distréss and.
guﬁféfihg:ambngzthérmgjpriﬁy of tho Centor élentoraﬁé foreed the -
'feénter-'to»éndeﬂaké end §upport refoms which were diredtly opposed.
tothe idsas of the. conservative leadership and to their interestss

Braberger capitalized on this diseontent end directsd the Contoy

';See for ezemple the gpeech of Dr. Peter Spahn in Ralph Haswoll
Lutz, od¢, Fall of the’ German aun ) (Stanford; Califérnis; Stans
ford Uniw rﬂ?? Tross, 1930 1, €00y Hereafter oited as Lutz, I"all
of tha Geman Brpires Sy

e "lhne 4he "Prc:gram of the Center Par‘by of the German Reichstag® .
aliowsd the individual parw membog to vote Tothérwise than has been -
settled in party meeting™ the discipline of the party has beer notabdies
86e Matthiag E¥gberger, Tho Geiman Céntre Party (Amsterdamg Inters ‘
national Catholid Pumsﬁr Company; 191175 pw 17+ -

BRosen’berg, Birth ef the German Re ,,ublic, Pe 1064




“toward the domest.to policies ag well as ths war e.ims of ths Sooial

Demooratea )

_ éfghé.ﬂenteg'wg§~alao divided on the questien of “unrestricted

?;kh@bgééﬂﬁbrﬁﬁréiﬁ‘ Gonsrally the Génte?‘&»cénéervatIVG leadership
5f§v6red-uhréstrﬁéﬁed.suhmﬁrina warfaéejaa necegsary to conslude thg" f

 vi¢@Qr1°g3 peaeé‘which it dﬁairédb' Ersberger steood virtually alore }.fa.‘

;in-hia opposition to~unr63t:iéted‘@uﬁﬁérine warfgreg' Before 1917, |

" end afterward, Breberger was a consistent opponents Baron von Herte iR
ling -éxptegse& the conservative Centerts viewpoint in & spesch to the - B

Bavirian Landtag on February 1, 1917,

As for unpestricted Uﬁbaat warfars; the peoplé éré wrong

to expect that Amorieca's attitude will bo one of indife

forence;, but the time for weighing proé end cons s:.ovep

now & ¢ & % « There is only one possibility of a gpeedy and

sucsesaful end of the war, and that is the ruthless proses .

oution of the Usboat cempaighi, which the chancellor today

- gupports just as strongly as the High Gommandii.

Poter Spahn in attempting to define the Center Party's official attitude
toward the queation.gava\tacit suppert o unreatrictadﬂsuhmarine
warfere in & @poech on February 27, 1917.2 Ho reférred the Reichstag
to the Center?s declaration on sulmerine warfare; progeérited in October
1916, which not only gave suppert to & "ruthless submarine campaign"

but legitimized the dictatorship of Ludendor£f as W6li§§ Spahn

‘Luts, Pall of the German Fupire, II, 283:

aIbid., II‘ 287.

3"The Imperial Chancellor is solely resoonsible to the Reiohatag
for all political deoisions in connection with the wary In taking
“his decisions the Imperial Chencelldr must rely upon the views of
the Supreme commande If 4t is decided to initiate a ruthless submariné

campaign; the Imperial Ghanoellor can be certain of the agreemsnt of
the Raichstag.
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typice.lly qualified the Center' 8 pehcy with @ tondor regard for .
international law which belied en earlier speeoh of hia in the Reich-
o sto.g on the Belgium questiontl Erzbergera!s- ‘objeotions- were reu.li-s-tiq ) )
not meralisticq He wag' convineced: Germany must not gan the United :
sta'bés inte war tw ruthlessly attaek:lng) her shipping, and ke wag :

equally oértam Wilson would have uged’ hia good off:.ces to negotiate
8 ‘Feacé',a bu'bwmora' “bagio wa-s“his ‘-s‘t&ti‘st‘ical prooﬁa"that the U-‘-’o‘boat L
(was failing to Malt the' flow of ver materisl to Britals and Erance.b' S
45 8 result 6f his opposition to the Slpreme Coma.nd, Erzberger's |
pmpa'gandﬁ:-b\ir‘eau BT éupmantcd ty : one nore directly controlled Yy
- the military; dut atra.ngely anough he. centxinued to maintain good

rele.tione wi'l':h the navy ch:.efs.s

By July of‘ 1917, i.*b ms apparant the sutmarine cempai.gn had not

'.',\" o

]I)ru s;;ahn's concern with- mtemat&onal law was ‘i1lustrated in
his spesch to the Reichstag in the spring of 1916s "Péace aims must
bé powor: aimss ~Wo must change Germany's frontiers according to our
own judgment 4 w o « s DBelgium must remain in Gérmen hands polite
N ical}.y; milite.rily, and soondnically ™ Quoted in Menne, Br. Brtming,

fahutz. Fall of the Geman Enpire, I, hh@. .

BErsberger pr‘oved trhat the Suprem¢ Command had béen basing ite
claims £Or Success of the U=boat warfare’ only on British ehipping
. 1o8sess Ho corteénded that this was an entirely false prosedure
sincd the Allies controlled mnost of the world¥s shipping tonnage

o and vmre aetually employing it. He theref’ore provad that the elab—

. deceztful and wore misrepreaenting the tz-ue pioture of German chances
for vicﬁorym e e

%ee Seheidemann's &ccount of Brgbergerts’ Speech and its effect
"in the Committoe Meetingy  Philipp Scheidemann; The Malkin of How
Gormanys the Memoirs of Philigg Scheidemann (NoW Yorke e Appleton

Bnd Comperny,; 1909, trengs by Je B m‘lsohen), I, 2)46. Hereafter
cited: ag Soheidemann, Memoirs.

%noxvmous "iatthiias Erzherger‘," COntemporary Review CXX
(1981), Lssehéoe g
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fulfi1led the:promises of the. Suprome Commands. It had beoimé. olear

,that'Englaﬁd»ﬁbuldtnotiéue for'peace7in July or August as had been

‘Jaaaured and ths Russian Rsvolution had nqt brought & oollapse of tha .

_ Ruasi&n amies hut 8, vigcsrous ceunteroffensive. Disappointzment,

failare 0y inoreasing alaugh‘ber at-the. f‘ronts and hwreaaing ‘@ponomid-
";{'_:_d:latress at home oreated the sa‘cﬁng Tor the dramatic’ presentatmn
‘ ?or tha mnadiate b&okg?ound of the Rezaolution At ia neoeasary
E to traee the. steps, of the roving Reiohst;ag representaﬁive, Matthias
" Ersbergers In the springof 1917,4 hé had made o trip %o the. head-
“'quarters af the Bastern frout wi*bh von Riohthofen, & member of the:

~ Natienal Liberal Partys Generai Hofﬁna.m. ohief of staff to the

' Bave.rian Prince Leepela, inf.‘ormed Erzberger of the true oondition
of the Germnn armies and their ohe.noea of victory. Erzberger who
.waa. ﬁuch bebter 1nformed regarding the milite.ry situatﬁ.on ‘than.
;mosi: Reichstag members wag.. amazed by “the, disolcsu;as ot’ Hof,ﬂnann.r;
| He, returned o Barlin determned 0 bring the war to & conslusion
'befere it was too Jate to save the German Reich of 191l In addimon,
fsrzbergér' h&d i gines aune.: of o coming attémpt of the Pope to
‘madtate botwoen th belligerents; Ho could thus not only eerve the
| Petherlend but GathOIioism aswell Wforming a Beiohstag majority
%o oxpress the war aims ofthe German people and the conditions .
whorety pesce might bo negotisteds There was still another imeds

iate cause for the Pedce .3@5«:.’11;1:1_:16:1; the C2erain réperﬁ;l ‘This

| lsee Czern&n'snemoranaum, April 12, 1917 Lupz, fall E;E,lﬁhé{
German &npmre, ]5 » e i e




docusnt whioh eohfessed the hopelesensss -of further Augtrian partieds

y:afi@ﬂ .in“\i’:ﬁa war foll into the hands of gﬁaerzgeml Soon. ezﬁ:er. Brie -
- bérgerty return from Vienna he read the report to .4 group of Centet
wvty-d@legatﬁa qt-F#ﬁnkfurt_ Thé news' soon. leaked out of Centey Party

oircles and shortly reached the Alljed govermnen‘bs in Ssviﬁzerland. E

On duly 5, 1917, Ergbergor, at a meeting of party representa.t!.vee

Afermnlated the dgm&nda_. which were ldter gene_raa,,;-zed. into the vague.
Pesécb Ré@'oiu‘?t‘:’i«anea ;' Erzberger demanded in:-sybstance V*‘&he* immediate
éessation of war; othemise, he argued,l ‘the lagt s‘be.ges would bé -
ﬁightful. | The fo,;l_,.lomng ey -he,made-, a #pesch to. the Reichstag
~which had gréat historicsl fs&;;aiﬁbaﬁcé;‘ It wme in thi sﬁeec’h that
he repudiated the statistics of the Supreme cozmnand on Allied ship-
ping Lossess Ho asked the Re.iehatag ‘to withdraw its support from
thiose who: Wore eéndueting the goveramsnt becauge-of their decelits:

He alao outlined the growing eoonomic dis‘cresa in. Gemmxy, proteated

againat the canserahip of ‘che presah and warned *ahe I’a&ser to take

PR ) ..v-ﬂ:

%on Bn&ow says, We's % & 1t 48 almost proved that the Duchess
of Parms .s & & showgd & spevial copy of it to Ergberger & v o & o
Prifice’ Bérnhard von' Bulow, Mamoirs of: Prin¢e von Bulow (Bostons .
Little, Brown dand Compeny, 1933, trohss by G¢ofirey Dunlop), IIIs-
299+ Hereafter cited as vou Buléw; Memoirsj Ersberger later refused
to tell who gavée him the oopy of the repartg See Luﬁz, Fall of the
German E‘mpire, I, Wge

2"96 seheidemann's account of xmberger’s speech in ucheidemazm,
Memoirs,. u, 25628. _

3 For tha tex“b of Eraberger's speeoh see Lutz. I‘all of.' the German
.Empire 11, 262~266‘ ‘

_ hln July ef 1911., Ersberger had suggeeted in an article to Bor
3hat the xrreaponsible oditors of the Sodial Democratic orgenl
Vo

rwarhs{. be' arres'bed aa & precautionary- means. Soheidemann. Eemoira. -
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. ngte 6f the, Czarts fate w« urglng him o reaseume the réing of the -

ovormenty Ho ‘odnoludad with the following statenents -

T & regeak: QCan Wwo, obtadn & morexa&vanmageoua peacs later . .
“on? Our eolénies are in English hands, Mesopotamiae i ‘
.+ Englishi. Wo 4re. not able; éven Yo make 1% posgible: foF:
" merchant ships of the external world to enter our ports
- Should we not then some to an agrosment in order to- tedl-
the government that we are ready to meke pesacée on the baeis
off 19147 - During the war of 1870471, Bismarok trisd three.
times 6 obtéin an armistice, with the end in view of enter‘
ing ' into pesce nagotiatiens. ‘He, tried %o 8éise overy ope
portunity; no one acouses him of weakness, Mor¥eovery no
. ona cain aoousé us of ‘being fesble boosuge we extend. oub’
hando I have spoken frankly; I should 1ike to seée one

. %ho Q8N Prove mylconclusions BIYTWroOngY Hntxl then, - I
hold them valid.

[ July 19, 1917, ths Peaoa Resolution? was presented to the
' Reichstag ny ?ehrenbaoh, tha preaident of the Reiohstag and a

4member ef ths centar.' He also prssented the CGnter’s offioial _
}1nterpretation of the Reaolutlon which appeared to altar the origm

inal intentions ef Erzberger eonsiderably.

It does ncﬁ interfere in that whioh i8 the busineas of
tué Governments 1t malkes no. peace offér to the enemy
Governments; it is the businegs of the Government to
decide a8 to the time and preoide. circunstances for thats
' What it undértakes today is only e peace demonstration,
1% affirns the reddineds of its own people for pesédy
and golormly invitee enemy nations to let themselves .be . .
. animated By the same wl&lingness fop peacey th igtenw -
tion & % & i8 a. psaoe of understanding P S I I

Coa

i;lbutz, Fall qf the German Empire LI, 266.

aFor the. text of ths Peace Resolution sée Ibid., 282,

,«3Ibid,. P& 253-




on July 2ly, 1917, thé Impériad Committes of the Cenber Party unans
_1mbusly supported & “peace of understanding end cempromisé whish

guarantees Gormany's socurity and freodom of eognomic develoPment

‘  LI ,“ Fehrenbaoh explained that this prenouncement,. although _».§"   ,

,R_diffefentky phrased demanded the same things as the Peace‘aeseluw‘
fy7ﬁion#1 In %hezsame‘époéohy in carméniting on the question of dutons
qmy fbt AisacewLorraine, Fohrenbach dsmonstrated khat the Center
wag not willing to - go thet far in extending the hnnd of peacey The
" tpeaty of oampromise did not involve the loss of a; inch of German
“territory@

| Eﬁ‘g-b:érger?i‘-é attack on the Supreme Command on d’i;ly 5' had been
a8 coiplete Surprise t6 the congérvative "old guard” of the Centery
‘chancallor BethmannsHollweg and the Supreme Gemmand ware amazed at
thq;auhvenaive ¢harges of the Center.leader; but Eriberger's party

. . ) ?® .
"Was probably even more surpriseds A Centor organ, the Kolnische

" Volksgeitung, reperted that his attack Had caused "s 4 & + & fars

‘eashing and immedlate orientation in interisl as well ac external
aff‘aiie:é: % e e .;.,‘5" but emphasized that his remarks wore made without
the fbreknawledge of ths canter Partys Br¢ Peter Spahn was quoted
s gaying that the. Center Party had not yet officially defined its
attitude toward the remarks of Erabergergz The fglleWing day the
Center still had not sestled the fevoi—,t.bg- the Erzﬁerg_er-aiea 1ef

divid,, ppe 2904291
a o




wing and deplined somment on its.reaction- to the new turn.of events
_bFought. about by Braberger's . oha_rg.e‘e‘g} .
o fhe Tegulbs of the intermal rupture in the Center were mere. .

B ‘Lﬁ.@i‘sinsgg; han the: innoduous generalities ﬁnally accepted by the Sup» -

reme- comand a8 the Psace Resolution, Dven Erabérger's remarks on

4. Julys, and his §psedh on Ju.l.y 6 sontained fami.liar Sogialist adms. |

and critisiamss Hie only original charge wes the repudiation.of the

Admirelty statistiocs, but as sGheidemazm admi‘&s the. Séoialists, alond

Ore. incapable of foroing the Reiohatag'a hand in o bid for pe&ce.,a

Erabergef'!:é ‘agcoptance of Socialist wir aims and his capture of the

Genter Party from conservative leadership pravided e working majority

for the: advodates of a peace withoub amiexations and without indemnitiess
3 Aieheugh ¥ho Peace Rogoluticn i3 generally ansidefz;édr to have.

been the work of Ersberger, he wag not a. partioipant in the group

- which drew up the resolubions . "Dry David did mogt of thework,3

!_ia{ipfe‘gl__by? o Democrat and & membér of, tho Center. # &% w ¢ It reached

i£s final touched in the garden of the Home Office in the Wilholms

gtragge, with Ludendorffts éa?fsiéé?&anca:.;?l*‘ Hindenburg gonsidered 1t

too weak and thought i{t'wou;-lgi, hive & bad effeot “gpan the army, but

2 neii{;he_r- Lt;degaérﬁﬁf noy Hindenburg considered blooking the resolution

completely for. fear of creating a. true parliamentery Reichstegy Erse

......

Soheidem&nn, anoirs, 11, 2l

3lE)r{. Eavid wag. a praminent Soocial Demoorat.

L

Scheidemann, Memoirs, II, 29+
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.bexs:g'éi?"~ orred gravely: in not éei’zihg“thé incxziant.~ 40 -denounice the dice .
tatorship of t_h,_e Suprons: Command. 1. forthright tormss. - Inatzead ‘he.

g a.dopted the tradz‘bional sirouitous critiéten of the' Cen‘berg E:CERR
f:_vfaﬂ.:ledz. again when he.floglectod to -convent- the. newly . formed majority ..
“of. the Roichstag into & true parliamentary governmenty . The- Kati;éml

Liberal on Riahthofen, urgéd him alang this: path but he declinéds

He felt ‘that }ns ﬁ.rst duw wag to the demaends of-thé dommen péople and

l CErgberger: ms Ty realist,

f'"that parliumentary governmen‘b oould waitq»
| o wis 1nox'di.m.te}v ambitious, dut he deglined o move from the-

" ‘féﬁ*st‘om&r'y ‘position of tho Cetitep we & -‘i’-dt’itﬁ-in é&eh campy - Ho cotw:

‘tai.nly had no- illusions about the effeet the: f?eace Regolution would -
: '-haw- upen»tha enemy pqwers,2 but. skillmlly estmaﬁed i%s effeo*b
: Gﬁrmany and baaed his:bid for power wwhin ‘the Center -upon the demand -

‘ for peace emong« the Catholie : peasants aﬁd working msn.

The pax‘ue%awhioh favored the Peaoa Reaolution, tcgether with

The Reishs

_regarding the Peace Reaolut;ion in wi R raberger remarked "You aee, -
- 'your Highhesd; this way @' get Longw~3riey by means of negoﬁiatione
: Prince Max of Baden, The Memoirs of Prince}!ﬁa.x of Be.den--v (Now Yorkjy
g s-lsoribner’s Sons, 1928, br : '« Ua CA1dorF, s1%s 159
- Er er' before the World War had bebn one of: ths direc'l:ors of the .
: ca'choa__p’);nduatrialisb, August Thyssen: Bérnhard Menn s8ays%e 4 & o
on b6half of thosé interésts, Ergborger wag one of thosé who called
for the annoxation of Frepoh iron doposits of Briey 4 sis o o
Mennd, The Gase of” rs Bruning, ps 13« Ergberger's relatienship
' he: en 1N eg 15 olarified bolows See Infré; ps 8%




lutson as tho. mss.s for the govermment's ver-ainej ‘while the Suprema |

Ex‘abefger and the canter -degired - Buldwl but he was oompletely unaca. .
la:éigtﬁble wﬁfi—i@x;&mv T4 . An unknewn -Prusgian bureaucrat; Michaelis, - ,.-.f
- finglly was chosén by the. Suprems Command, Wit oven thid Hohenbity . -
o was cepableo of déaling the Pédce Resolution its death: Biéﬁgg‘a-l’ﬁhwsh' -‘
-/ for all practical purposes it wag stillborns It wap apperent the' |
* Supreme Camand was not $o be shalen franits position by talk and:
vegolutions dnd that the Reichstag majority was.too gervile to the

- military to lead the nation it representedy .

The final collapse of Russia brought eaan-asing pmbiema»,%o' =

* the. parties. ¥hich had voted ‘for \the-Peacs:Regolutions “They had all

sipported . the Basters policy .of BrethmatneHoklves whick e bymrietad
the craation of Poland, Lithusnie end Courlend 4 ihdspsndent or
partislly dependent. statoss. . These aims were. obviously in contrast

to- & peace: vidhout enneiations, but -the Cénter wad dqual.to t-he‘:-aceasiem- -
- With charac‘beﬂstio casuistry- Erzbergsr explained the Genter’s e.tti.tude
~ on the Treaty of BresteLitovsks

To warmly welgome the Russian peade 4 « v s.sinoe 1t 15 -

'withm the limits of the Peabe aesolutiong In the Eastern
border tountried it is.only police troops that are o SR
remain and we intend to mthch*aw them a8 soon ag. pdssible.v

For Bulw's sstimate of Eraberger see von Buluw, Mamoirs, III,
! 233*2557 A ) . 3 .

, By“ uahiymg the Peace Reéolution in hie open ng spe.feoh to the
_ Reiohgtag with the famous "as I understand: it" phrase, Michaelig
betrayad tho fieichatar majority.  See Scheidem&nn, M‘emoirs, I, Lde




"W have aob marched in the Bast aga;nst & defenseloss . g
paople, byt have aimpxy engwered many c8lls for hslp P 0‘

“Ansther’ center leader, Groeber,z further Oxplainsd the' CGnter'a o
Et’bi%\ldﬁ: RO ! ~ » U I

o "‘:Peace negotm*cions aftér such & struggle a¥e not o Kiad ot L
... soadomio discugsion & « & ¢ if one party has not the~mora1.g.
' oourave f;o recognize &t" poei‘bion and the consequences of

' ”'*t:he nnes on whlch’ 11; must aot.. ‘rhat was dane, -and thue
... %o obtained poaces. If it is not d peece of undergbanding; .
the Bolsheviks are to ble.me & & o % & There is not & 3
8ingle provision that can bd regarded as hard or unjugts’ .. .
'There ‘18 not & singlé énnexation in the whole troatys JNil
the fault that. ¢an be found 18, perhaps, in the aljenation L
of impertant, gree.t and produe‘bive portions of territory L
1% ’5.'-9 not nec'e'eisaiv'y' €5 ‘quots further to {liustrete the Centerts stm; c
én the Treaty" of Brest-—Litcvsk, nor is it neceesary to point out ﬂ
'T:he shallmmess ‘of center morality. , Cot
‘o colldpse of Rugsla had onée agiin strengthened the Centerts
feith in the Suprome Commsrid, = The Treaty of Buchbrest with Rumania

mously by the Center, Eriborger, i & ‘specoh o

wis approved unaii
the Heichstag on Pebyuddy 27; 1918, ‘commetited upon the Rumanien
Treaty in the followiiy menfiers "Rumaiitd has acted as & disloyal
traltdr %o us, ond mist pay Fof 484" The Center also heartily

Lu'bz, Fetll 01’ the Germa.n En 1re} II, Sl

2
‘Groetier was the mrst Chaipmen of the Center's Raichseag "Eraktion,

3"R\xésie. was depriv’ed by ths treaty of an area ngerly &s lo.rge as -
' Auetm&—ﬁ\mgary and Turkey combined; of fiftyesix million inhabitants;
of a third of he¥ Pailwey mileage; 79 per cent of her iron and 89 pey
cent of her coal productions”® As Jy Pe Taylor, The Course of German
History (New Yorki Cwa.rd«Mocann. 19&6). s ATy .

) «_&Euﬁ}a, ‘Fall"of‘ the German I:'zmpire, 1, 739..791.
53.?39.‘* 1, 3hlis
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approvad of . tha treaty negotiatad w:th the Ukraine.l Groebsr aaw 1t

ding remarka ha cemrihuted & typieal
.'-,;Center toueﬁ to an othemi.se political atatement. : He cal...ed for
.protection cf the Catholics in the Ukrﬁinﬁw ”Guaranteeé must be created .
for- tha Catholie populatmn. The Bkraine has appealsd to s £or hslp ‘
againat the Bolshevilra, ‘who devastated i'b 'this cppor'tuni‘by must be r
| turned te account to af‘i‘ord ’ohese g;uaranbees to the Catholics w s .,"5
Bresf,&Litevsk, the Treaty cf Bucharest: and the: treaty with the

Ukra.ine, wh:.le faoothmg the Reichs‘bag majority failed to brisg neace

'ta the Gema.n yopulation whose difficultles increaead day By day,

Brah‘erger,, alwajs *a.were of the mmss of *the pee.sants and’ workers,

JH

--resumed the offensiva againsﬁ the Supreme Goumand.

; ,_@;.I Elve place to none in Love of our gpaat Gema.n
: Patherland,; bu‘b I do’ not shut my eyes be &nything Which

] --'f-_:,ox‘fensiVe” aerainst the Supreme Gompands ‘sastern




cmwural, poli‘hﬁ.cal and éconaric Puturs than " éo thése AR, ."{_‘7«‘1.. o
of‘ axw one. ef qu open and. secrat adveraariee. e S

tion i‘allied be”"%na his stubby awkward ﬁgure.‘ The period which

. o v wn B
o e e

-In Vaterlands«n?artei leaﬂets % ie; aaser‘c‘ed that the Min-
48%8y: of War put'268 million marks at Iy didposal to do- -
what T 1iked withs I had énly to fill out the ohecks And.
that sort of thing was believedy 4« w « Ib was asser*bed
that in Hay, 1917, 1 went to Rome dresged as & menk, had

& eonversaticn with thé Holy Father, and tFavelsd badk Lo
Bériin via Vienna and Munioh s« that was haw the humniate
ing Peacs Reaolution oame about TR AT S -

In: the gawo gpeech hé opposed the fabid dnnéxationists of the Fathsre -
lend Party

- who desired to- anne«x Bolgium following Brestelitovsk. He
also sxgla.ined the Conterts new aliia:aoe With the. Soaialists. R

.. We know the contrastmg world views on both »eidea., Wo have -
no $}lugions about that % 4 & % ¢ He would be a bad states- o
. man who wes willing to deb slip tho. opportunity presentsd. '
to him of ineorporating in the state organism the millions
of the working alass who have put themselves outside thsé
§tat6 & &% @ o Alyone who in thess days gaorificos his owm
viows e.nd copperates with the Sooial-Dé 8 1s pursuing
. G.oonsérvative policy in the best goned. of the word. Anye
one who wunts to aliénate. the ‘Soeialist working masses i& - 3
purguing tha nost. radieal-anarohistic pol ﬁy imbginable (RN

o The Prussia.n franohiae questiun had been used through three and

LS L
N

Ibﬁ.do, PQ 8583

'azbids, 11, 3&7#_"';‘:;;:" .

- 3...._..%6 pa 3104 -
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onoshalf jears of the way a8 &. cnmrenient medium t‘or socialiste,

_ liberals and reactionaries to. air their praf‘eaeions of good will

[

&

- to- the elec’coraﬁa in varying degreaa. Center conservaeives suoh af .

Peter Spahn a.nd von Hertn.ng‘had ma.de eléquent addressas in faver . L

of refarm of the i‘ranch&se, but Ersberger.‘a) mrds probed the' wall.

’ of‘ diseontent and eohoed the aem:iments of‘ the! pﬁopbe.

-eu‘x'- soldiera bel-X 1onger ask for worda; they want rights.;
They marched out under the thisesclags franohise, and

' they do.not. wan$ to return undér e gixeclass franchise -
3 & If pedes dees not came now; ouf people will
have to-endurs miachs Wé cannot give them morée food
than thers ig, bub wo can give them freedom for their
‘politiocal views a.nd 1:1 the exeréisa of their réligious .

' A'dutiesgl

| 'By Hovember, 1917, iis was apperent "bha‘E Eicha,ens g imapable .':; "

- of the task of the ohancellorship even as a figm‘e head, The candis
date finany approved y the Supreme Gommend and the Kaiger was the"
.Bava:--ian Premier; Bar-on von Hentling; an ~experienced -cen‘her politi-»
oién, bu% -aged e.nd e.iling.a Mthough von Hertling first uonsulted
the p&rty leaders before 9ccept1ng the ofi‘ice's ho viewed tha chane
cellorship in the Biemarak&&n tmditiona In lzleu of the Emperey

he considered himaelf reapcnaible %o the: Supreme Commn&a

' appoinmenﬁ wag nob a sbp to the Reicha%ag ma.jority but, entirely

in line mth ‘ehe desires of Ludendorﬁ‘ and Hmdenburg. His qgndidgcy}_

3He’r'ber‘w‘s Kraua, Th: Cris i,s-‘ of,Germaa Demoora;' ‘~:~; ,
Spirik of the Congt1{iTEIon of Wolmar (Princotom: P
sretty Pross,, T -:',,.trans. Efﬁérguerite‘vfelff). DB 3&-59;
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whe. also preased hy the iinister of the Househol&, Count Eulenbsrg,

with the hope that he would sucoeed in _breéaking up the unnatural

alliance betwaen the SOoialists and the CGn'bex'.l Neither the Center s )

nor the Social Demoorats approved his choles; and the Progressiveé
were neticeab],y ¢ool t6 his appointments Hsusgmann; a Progressive
' 1eader, aonsidered hig oandidnoy disastrous. ,He regarded Hertling
ag an aged 9,1erioala—»czonaervativm apd a parliame‘ntajrian rather £han
a st&teﬁmﬁn;g‘ The Sooialists agreed %o him finally on the condition
that two Ptoyeseives ghould be inoluded in the cabinéts

Hzr‘aling'a great prestige within the party and the traditionnl
Support the Center gave itg leaders in high position f:hreai}.enqd the .
néwly won~aé-c§ﬁdanby of the left wWings -Thp throat matorialized in |
the nodéreting influence Hortling exeroised within the center and
between the Reiohstas and the Supreme Cowmands He was e béliever
in @ limited monarshy == but ndla parliamentary demeoradys ~His
ideal in government Wa.s t:he pre'—:iwar government of‘ Bavar'iaaf He
boliesved that such a form of government would transfbrmrthe Soeialist'
- movement into e “National La’bor Party," and theref‘ore he 'aeieomed
" the dissensions in ths ranks of the Socialis{ﬁe. He was an advocate
of thq Prussian ftanchi“é‘e. reform and algo pfjotact_‘a;d the Reichsteg
from bqunpiét’e domii;ation Uy the -Supré‘mé Command by guardmg what
external features of parliementerisnism remained o thet bodys He

is algo qrfédite_d with preventing the military from suppressing 'the '

Prined Max, Memoirs,; I, pe 16ls

336‘9. Ibids, ps 1624
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wor’rinb ela&sea with military force during the strikes of January
19184 - Aﬁide ﬁ*om minmr oansiderations, however,, Hertling was the
suhmisa*ve tool oi‘ the Supreme Command- in foreign affairs, and .m
"che proaecu‘bion of the wWars . .
B H;Ls aabinet aid include par-ty man, out’ tha resembla.noe to &
' parliementary goverxmzen‘c endg theree Von E’aysr, the Progreasive
 party leader Who- represented ?he Reiahetag majority 1n ‘bhe cabinet
‘ falled to agpose Luéendorff’ an ths January Strike issue, the peace

negotmt;ions a*h Ekest-mwvaa, ot the overtbrow of the Foreign Higs

i&tsr, von. K

. "the Hertlin%n?a,yer gove"maent W&B, in ‘bmt‘h,
1o more\ than & eonstii:ut* cual claak thrown ove:r I,udendorff's dio-
| tatorship,“l 4
on Jum 50, 1,918, the Qenter Party igsusd 4 new p‘l,_e'.‘sﬁorm,; a
Rightlinion i‘ﬁr dia Parbelarbets (Cutding I '

ineg f‘oiru Party. Work)y

- whieh chstinguished itself f¥on. provious and future programs only

ia leng’ch. g Th& »ocml Dsmocmt‘ic Partyt a Berlm organ, Vorwﬁrts

-raviewed the Oenter's 6uidmg Iineé" in & caustic article.

Vagueness remains tmp. ' Agdin dppears an’ intended vegioe
ness; which pormits éverything to the feudel Yéndlord, does
not huirt the expleiting industrialidat, mskes graceful bows
to the middle eladsesd, ‘embraces ghe mrmer, aesurest the
_ warkax- of unchangsd benevolenee.

1 | B B
Rcsenberg, Birth of fns German Republic, Pe 293¢

Karl Bachem; "Vor_g_eqchich‘be, Gogohiohts ,und _Politikvder dentschenk
Zenbrumsparteis® (Colognes.  Bachen Verieg, 3932), VIIX, o °
‘after cited gs B&chem, Geschichts dor deutsehen Zentrumsparteig

5Lu*l:il, F‘all of f:ha Cerman Eknpire, II, 358-360;

vte vi,




-.The grogram of the Cent.er was. replete with Suoh phrases a8 %hesez

'“Democmﬁzatien ande liberalization of the Constltubion,". "3ud&¢iou3'_"{ '
' -&wtribution of: the bax burdén " "h-ea road for a.dvanoement of the:

?V""f‘effioien‘b\ nne, -"wF’vsa.tisfe;e‘cory encouragement- of agr-iculturer-,- -trades,, o

N ‘ﬁ‘ﬁ#?ng; madie Lel%%q" "tihe retaiding of private  property as ‘an
' dmpor tant
' avoided spacifis ssuds of suffvage and taxesy but Firaly rejectsd

dagts of the sooiel and esondmic Stri

- “the geparation of .Church end &ta?ce’zj 1t densnded fréedem of the
Chur :oh,}: '@ﬁié‘% divorse Yews and denomirstional aéhoorl'é";: : It ‘algot
agserted that the Monarohy in union with the Reiohsﬁag Yag the only

form of goverament which. gusrentesd populay liberw} ,

he' progran. svaded spesifie postwar questions. to disseminate .

‘cotmonplace gléneiﬁal;ii;iea{; It called for freodom of the seas, exten--
sion of the courts of arbitration, roforn of the diplomatic sérvies

and other, demands of this type, but nothing was said about disariie

azent, which tho Catholio Chureh and the Catholic Congresses had demsindeds

Nbfhhing- wis. 8a1d abo‘u‘tf ‘the type of pe#ce the Center desired; and no
montion was made. of é.n internatlonal body for: world peace whieh the
center demendeéd af‘ter Gem,any'a def‘eat. As: ]_.ata _e;s June .1918,; t-hq
Genter was still oompletely leyal to ths moneroly and to the Cermdn

political system in. its -exiating i‘om. The Center was etill "Gérman

and- Nata.onal‘“ un’eil it ’ma.s apparant that the Fm{ure was doomsd and

e ~..'-'....‘.. N
i

lSth nonths, later the fénter was just 88 enthusiastio for demowr'
'oratw republ'-”“n See the party platfom i‘or December 30, 19181 »

cture" -The Center




gmrgs, anamnd oveF ‘zr:.a-’s’ oomman mend -to-"ﬁne"-ia'f'

' than join this. volte face.
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that the Conter mugt Steer & COUFs® %0 the. Yot to rotain ite politie
681 positions = i
- The multitudé of diseptérs which gtruck Germeuy in the late sum®

mer of 1918 Pailod to arouss the Reichstag majority to overthrow the

© didtatorship of Lidendorff which bad besn stigséred under the relents
' f-l.:ezfs.ea combiration of attack fmm without and dollapse from within,
A middle. elass demooratic-Févolution might woll have:oocurred in
. August fathor thaw 1neotober}butthe majority représented by von

| PayeP wag content only to bitageup-the "peacé with understanding

quiostidh Whiéh impiied the undonditional restoration of Belgiumy

The Supremé Comiend mhde 1t deolsisn August 27, 1918, With the

sollapse of the Central Powers near; Ludendorff still hedged on the

| Flemish question, Fefusiig to conoeds any power to the Retohstags

" Oné- otk 1ator, Gn- Septembsr 27, the Relchstag was notified of

* the -60lldpEs of Bulgdrids 'This moant the loss of Rumania end Gers -

miny '8 patPoleum Hupplys - Luddrdorf¥ veaiised that fustria would -

gdon follew Bulgarie and Mimsnie, and began to prepare thé German -
governipnt for the armisticsy Hs desided co"‘xéslinq‘ui:sh‘hiw dictét‘ora’-

existing authority Yoft

,,,,,

on “a -bmadar-‘ba.s-ié'. v ae . ‘.¢;ﬂ' von. Hér;ﬁling prain‘;)tiy ?:’*eaig‘xiéd rather )

2 . Thig revolu%ion from above® ‘required

1Rmsenhm'rg, Birth of the German ___gublic, p‘ Zl;o.x

ezma. .
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& chasicsllor who dosired o true pariiementary govermment: it the - L
ootiservative f;ee;ite? politioian fiom Bavaris was unwilling o be & '
P“"*me“ in any- sort. of revolts | GE

*he noxt ohanceller, Prince Max of Baden, formed his cabluet from ..

" the majority in the Reichstagy, The thres partios whisch somprised this o
#iaJority wore ths Secial Demoorats; ths Progreosives and the Centory’
The: ;Eéﬁter»ms represented by ?Tiri;inb'o'm as- Seoratary: of 'statte for the = |

‘Interior and by Grosber and Ersberger, both without portfolios - Pare

illy been obiained through the wishes

{iementary government had fir
of General %ﬁéﬁé@?fﬁ;
‘Fhe month of October. 1918 found the Relohstap hurriedly derrying

 out ‘tho'midale class “revolutions®, The Bismarckisn constitution
was ropealed ifv.ocortain nécessary respects; the principle of _'p'ar_;\img#;
tary responsibility was established, and major changes wore urideptaken
in the sontrol of the armed for¢és and n foreign affairss The lewe
y6r8 of the: Center vho had always been concernsd about oxternal. feam
tureg of ‘the shém parliament’ 'éf‘ the Dmpire were in the forefront of ‘

' the -‘attack agaiast the systen whish they recently scolaimed &g ths
“enly: form of Govermment which guarentesd popular 1iberty w.s s 4%

on ostover. 26, the Reichstag oomploted the revision of the Constitutien

desplte the tntrancigence of the Conservative Partys The growndwork

' had boen established for tho armlstios by the assﬁm?%wn- of governs:

.8 peoplets governments |

L Gnﬁotober 2&, Erzberger sidoed with the .sogiamr% program m&

E3
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annguriced to the Relshstag that the Center Party npsd ——
daolared sgatnst national dofenses’  Although Frings Max %iould:
.:hwélgprei‘érréd; %o gontinue fesistance, he yiclded {o the wishes o g:,
. the majority partiesy Among his ministers only Eauasmmm sided
| with Bay Brebergor &

adn emerged. as "%he - -gtrong men of Gorman 4

i ‘politios; ﬂuppoﬂiéd as he was by the .8611%11191111: ‘of the pnassesdy - pfm
| Mox had tried avéiding -inicluding Erzberged ia the: cabinety: He: asked
- Haugeiinn, "Can ono not:do without Ergbergert . Eaussmmmig reply. -

" illustrates Brgbergerts trengthi— fonly et the pries of rig ¢ o
oppostatans® i

" . Count Bernstorff confesssd in his Hemolrs his ignorarice 6§ %o

- Ergbérger wag chosen to "undsrtake the melancholy joiurnéy

to “‘Wi’%ﬂé@’}s_: T4 has béen §uid he alome. had: courage encugh to

make' the Tripy whilef others have blamed his ambition or his lack of
| judgmonty < THe §tory i releted of &n irterview which Iindenburg - °
hsd with Drg¥orgor in which the-old Marshsl had begged Ergherger to'
' m&ke\‘the trips But probably 1% was Drzbergerts ennrmous capacity
for &d?ﬁ-‘ ‘and hls ambi¥ién to domihate any .'tas,ik- in whiéh he partioiw
pated which detérmined his leadership in the L¥1etotod Journsy - to
sigh tho ermigtices | |
The-mitiay shich troks out on Hovember i &% Kiel had spread

1
Roaenberg, Birhh of the: German Republic,, p. 252.

5Cewm: Johasin Barnstorff', Memoirs of count Bernstorff {xtow Yorkg
Random Housej: 1936) i Po 2524 Herealter cited as Dernstol ?f‘, Memoirs.




Keid Wés’t %hzough--nartlma;etern:saer-maw En&:’q'y :Néffem’be?».‘g.,.,: 4% veschad |

o Boz14

»?apiﬂ-iy”‘Wﬁugh@ém&ﬁ?i‘f “By. do‘vember 7, the .day: Ergberger loft at:
the Hee.d of. the Armis‘tica Comnissism for Complegne, the: re‘volutien

toiresist. tho. terig of the Allleg et campiegne, the . Reiger abdicated,

;;'Ez-ince: Yax. z:-esigne-d- -'a:a-d- the: governnent wa§ entrustod to.Evert. amd . ..

:«”f'scheidemaml had: proclaimea the ‘Repubdlics -Under suoh conditions the.. -

“"“a*l:ub’born dafense ahotm by Erzberger and the- official prouest he. .

- madé hardly mentsd the welcome e received upon his refurn o Gape-

ménye The sbuge and insults which met jms. roturn ;war'e: only t-ng .
profade to the attacks which follewed during. tho next throg yedrss .

By $igaing the torms of Armietice;hé had gignod his own death waps

vanty - A'vord: from vou Hindenburg might have:avsolved. Ercbergery. - .

but the word wis never Fpokeny. Lo B e T T gy
 flie ‘Center woathorod the Revelubisn in: surprisingly good ordérs-

It ‘mg':?éﬁ-reséptgd: in the revolutionary govérament. hy .E,‘:"abergeé‘a RE

- whode mitiingnera'é- o cooperats with f:h’.é' forces of rovolution pros

foundly inf'luaneed ths destinies of - the c,anter., Byt At way the

. HsREce oi‘ mti,olsricali“' which. saved the par'ey from disin’begrationo.

" Ado)f Hoffyai, e Independont Sosialist and Prugsian Ministor of

. Public Worghip, renks -aiongé‘idﬁ- Bismarck in Conteér literature. as thy

drch enemy ‘of Geman Cathelmismg %5.11 hia famtioal outbursts.

‘ ‘ware emugh ‘to: solidif‘y o party d:.vided ecauomca}.ly, socmny and

Y

for a time geogmphicanya SR ‘ N
| Th:a party now. e.ssmsd ths néne of the chriatian Peo,gle's Par‘by,

-

if.;Whiil ';*Ex'aberger axd. the amistice :Commisgion vere gttompting o




later, on December B0, .t'h"e"Géﬂt‘ﬁ'ﬁiipﬁbli‘éhed: &.statoment of par*:y -

39,

/

‘40 e a‘ttemp*b by the. Canter's Colegne strategiats Lo vfm Prqtestanta
4o the- -cent@xj!s;, _prqsm‘ “Tho Center avaided 4ho:i§8ued of monmlw
igfmﬁéﬁﬁbliéﬁjﬁh%&&~éﬁﬁditzena ﬂe%tlad:sn£$ioient;y-@9'a@g«whighqibrm_ /f;‘
efgovernmmt Wé,;émgoi-.ng‘to fpi{evé;ii§'v: The -Centey wig indifferént to .- E
5 "che form of government és long .as Gathoiié-.righ‘bs"i?e,né.:.ﬁ’e'-ou_i‘a‘d and:,
prctasted; but it clearly sided with the forces of counter revolutions®
3;iﬁav£garou§ly &énéuﬁcaﬁ»dtfaeké~6n private property end the netionals . =

o 1zat10n of the means of. produetlon. It madé & bid .for. the workinge ‘.

wan s vote Yy é.évaeating housing yéforh and the improvement of .

working condltions. for leborers and: peasantss Finany the. Centei

‘redterated its traditienal demands for :’eligimzs froedem &nd religiws

,imxﬁmctwn in tlie. sohoels» S T R P T 2N

- On Novémber 15, the leaders of the: Comber. lasued & mAnifesto .
denouneing olags rules. They.demanded ths immediate convogation of

;! Ha'hional A\ssembh'a Eevember 30; the Oenter endorsed the. elqc-

‘¢oral regulaticns for ¥he. boming election. of a censtitu 1ona1 Gonm:

vention which was istued by the revolutionary :govesrnments . A month -

party befcre the war,

The Cele@e leadéfﬁf ‘o_i‘ the center, sueh 46 Juliuy Bechem, had
: trand 3 ants into the Christidan Trade Unions,
and attempted to tiake tHe Ceriterad interdanmnmtional political -

2 ' " B I S
: See A. Roder, Der ~}I?e des zenttzmxs,,(laeriim ' Germa.nia Verlag,
1925 )y p# 55 bnt I Boe Friedricy

(Berlim Pan v*ix-xagsges. 1931). p. u.

3 - R
For the comnniativiewg)oint oo Peter ﬁa' owski, Wa.s ist die
Spartels ‘ﬂex‘ikalismus und Pr 1eta.xf aﬂﬁer{im . L




prlncxples designe& to. rally ‘the' fregmonts. of.: the* organization whioh
ha& been scatterﬂd by th9 Socialiat governmﬂnt in. Bavaria and hé
.'oobupation of- the catholio Rhlneland by the Allies. The~prcvram <--'

: was‘also fashiOned 4o relly dew adhsronts to 4 Christian conaervativs

\pollcy soli,ly baded . on the. . protestion; of praperty, oppositian to:

.c';i;-aa'-sa fule, unﬁnrérsuii 8iffrags, and the néintenance of -démmmt‘iomxf o |

'”ﬂéﬁhﬁolﬁy- I hoped o at%ract %he oonaerva tise Frotestant vote F

4t relig&ous andcculﬁurai program¢ th@ middle elasg vote o a%s.»wA-'

respactifbr1property4and 3t8.: oppoai*&on to: ciass barrlers in diplo-

'maﬁio and’ governmsntal poaitionn, and the‘working vlass VOvQ W 1%

. p;togx@am.o;z}zunive;ml: ﬁufffra;ge,g ‘oIl &r;;ibgrt‘i«e;s;,s- and 1ts plm for: & '-; :
edgs of 'nar«‘-aiéﬁéz and: Lnternational guarantess. for world peaces The .
prograin Gag custamarily vague andxnon-ccmmzttal, but it,held out. a: .

' promiso for evmtyone sho hgd somsbhxng %o gain fram & non~Socialiehio~
.governmenta SR ~5'-‘va%"*x(ﬁ:w;\~n ‘ ' |
Ag 8 péliﬁioal méagure this proncunsisménto was: of %rEmendoua
importance, for it served as a rallying point not only for
' hose Catholied who oppodied the oxcegsed 6f the revelution; -

but alfo for otaer groups 1ntsrested in the fight for Ghristian
Lo idendd of 1ifes® : ;

~ The céﬁﬁar ‘yapidly regained 4ts formed pbﬁi’bi“on in southern.

' and WBstarn Cermany s The resetion in Baverie from Eurt Eisnar*s

"'brief revolution entrenched Catholic eonservatiam Tiore solidmy thanf'”:
i€ :had‘ bigen b6 fore and the imﬂfuex}qa ‘qﬁ? thé oceuphtion aribes in

B ’ e . E P . . !
RN T A . IR «u".-.‘.k-i . . .

2 "~ L

‘ Ralph Heaw
~ fardy- califor
af%er oited ay




the Rudrieland actuslly dmpioved the status of ‘the. Center i those.
dfeliby - Chrigtisnity end Condorvatism proved o be an affective

appesl o o nation faced with the threat of athsism and' ansrchye.




| GHAPTERIII DR e et T
i GHITER PARYY ‘G INDERESTS I THB CONSTRUCTION
oF F.;B_;HE-" Wsman cousmmzon ,,
The Center's role in the formulation of the Woimar Coustitution
is $lgniricant Yeceuse it 1lluptratos the clerical, not the polit“icai
charaoter of the partys The basic interest of the Canter was od
questions whick toth the State and the Church claimed ‘pro-ominence -
ww educatioct, eud the relaticns of Ghurch and States. The Comter .
waaz elso doiicerned with' the type of stats the Reich ghould bacomsy -
whethor 1t ghould ve a federal statoe similarto th“e- Impeiial Reich
ok & ¢entralised stats- resémbimg ‘Frendes The Center was the trade
itional defsnder of "statets rights™ as well as thé provectsr of -
vreligwua mmorities in Germe.ny ‘A8 the secoﬂd largeet par*by in
thé ‘Vatzonul Assembly wh:.ch et &t Efeme.r, -the- Centex“ Parf:y ac‘cively
3 participated in, e.li phases of: €ho cons**‘ruota.on of the Woimar Cone:
, stihwa.on, 2} thare wad ‘hever any doubt thais its primsyy concern
"waa to onbody in- the Constitutzon the fultur demands of the Germin
Cathchc Ghuroh@ b |

" The group Which met at Welnag in February 1919 had &8 ite .’c‘oren-

A | U Sentd. 4 Total Vote
Soeiel aemoora‘bic Par‘ty 163 36
Center Party L eiw
Detigoratio Party ‘ ST 18 ' ’
% Tnciudes 18 -members of the Bavarian ?GOple’s Pa.rty whioh ware
- generelly listed with the Ceiter Party until January 1920,
These statistics are found in 8¢ William Halperin, Cermany i?ried _
Demporacy (New Yorks Thomas Y, Crowdll Compaxy, 1946)s T Gel30
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“most basks to canclude the peacs and to éreats & mew constitutien

for Germayy The political complexion of the Welmar Assembly wad
nosily the same 4s the last Imperial Reichitag which "shad'-aﬁj@ﬁrﬁ:eﬁa

* in Qstigbers. The four months betwoen the adjourt:

ont and the eieotxona». -
" for the Nataonal-. Aasambly had besn consumed $n o sbruggle between e
" the forcea of fevoluticnary and evolutionary sosialiems The victory
N of evolutianary sooiglism e the Sooial ﬂamécratie Party e« -in tha
' bloody stFest figh’cing of January 1919 g;uaranteeé the Peturn to
“political norma.lcy. whilse ‘t,he German Revolution wha Jboing dlssipated

¥y hé modsrabs politiciene of the Sooial Demosratis Parky, the

c‘emér ?arty oonfined 1te activities Yo calling for . Hat1asd As's“énisiy}sﬁ" |

'_ Ne.tianal Asgembly must. be elected ta inguré the: desireev of the SerTan

people.. but. the mo’cives of each party at ¥eoimar varied oonsiderablya
" The.. fe?ada of repubtiewiam and demodrady could not hida the traoes
of monarehy -and autocrauy 4t Welmar any more than th@ Cernterf*s pos*b-

wer progmm could- ob>s¢ure its repugnance: for tre Revolu*bion and-’

1ts. indiffererics toward the oreation .6f & Demooratic x-epublio. _
The poiiﬁeal antagonisma wore appe.rent at oncdy On, February 11' _ |

N Evert, the leader of the Socisl. Democ;aﬁﬁ:;: wag eleoted ?‘xfé'\ir‘ié#énail’»: =

 Prosident of tho-Assenbly, nd on February 12 anothor prosiment Social

Democrat,, Seheidemsnn, was appointed President of the f;gé,s;ohg;eabiz;étil

-, T e . . . N
B T A P S O L S S o s . .

1‘Soheidcmnﬂt.nn's Ce.bine‘b inoluded Erzberger as Minister Withon‘b

Portfolio and two other: Gentrists, Johannes Bell, Hinister for ﬂolonies, '
and Glosberts, Minister of Postss For the Center’s roaction and its h
motives for entoring & oealition with Socdial Demooiraté se¢ Bachem,
Gesohiohte &er‘deutschen”Zentrmns artel, VIIT, 278; Josef Joos, Die
‘ - _ 5' rums ( Karlsruhei Gs Bréun Verleg .'.‘.19 )s

. 'pp.-'v"f *I5e ~An o of The Uenter's officlal perty periodical, Dasg
: __'Zen_t*rmnu was devoted to & rev:.ew of the Center¥s relations with 5 Toolal

from 1918 to 1932, See Das Zentrum, 3 Jahrgang (1932),




.Fhe ;Siaéigi Demoorats then obtained the third major position when David
wal alooted. the President of ﬁhe Ass’emb-l‘y”-a- The Center Party objected
%6 f:his unproper division of the "spoild‘. "ou gannot olaim all

ol The 8901a1 Democrats then Withdrew Pavid e.nd

thi-ee Presiéentéo
'Konstantﬁn Fehrenbach; the fom*er Pzié,sidén% of the Tmperial Rejche -
-atag, was Shoden a8 thé presiding offider of the Habs.onal asaembly.
 The parliamen‘bary deosignations of "mgh'c * feentor,” and "léft"
weré elgarly dofined in the meeting at Weimar. The former Comgervas
tive Party way now lmown as the Germsn Nationalist 'Parm;é, but it
was :atiii thp party 6f big landed propristors, ldarge manufacturets
ana'%hé:pféteatcf of Protestant clerical interestss The Natienalists
wore in fw&; of the pestoratien 6f the monarchy tut they had announced
that-ﬁhéyiﬁﬁu1&~acéapt”& éefliémanta&y-mﬁnarahyﬁ Eooﬂamicaliy thg
the Bmpire and they- ware vv.ahemenﬂy °pposed to the slightest done
dessien to sosialism, The purpose of the Nationalists Party at Weimar
was to preserve the old r:égs'-.m,{ to maintain the donirarce of Prussia
in the Empire and to combat the leftiat trends of ths Assémdbly at
every opportunity, | \
 Th Nationel Libersl Party had changed 1t nams to the German
Peoplets Paity in th"e" hép‘é of ~a%fraéting. @& wided failéwﬁg to its
businessma.n's progz‘éuno\ It 1ikewisé favared the mone,rehy, but Lt4

- primary concern was no‘t the form of govermnen‘b 40 be established

of Phi pp Seheidemann (NGW—T;" 7T,
34 :ﬁl’ogefﬁ). 11, 295,296‘




Is

bt “the: guarantos’ of; conditions thet were coducive b Lusinoss:
development 4nd profity. .The German People’s Party contained
‘gtrong nationaliotic entiments and refused o agodpt a poace which

would a0t gocure. the eeonomis prosperity of. Germanys It waé more:

_ roalistic “than the. Hationalisuag ) hMarg and gaw tha.t it was nbece.

~ ~e$s~m~y £o: placa*&e and pacify the Uerman workingman, It wag demow |

* eratie only in tho.sense that.1t épposed sostal barriers, agalnst the -

niddle ola.ss, and 14beral only in terms of laissessfaire Iiberalisme.
‘Po-the Yeft of center, the old. Progressive Par'cy had changed

its name» to the Be_m,qc':‘ﬁié Partys _‘ It had recoived reér&iﬁt;s..-zﬁé@m the

lof¢ wing of the National Livorals, tut it still gtood for its. formew

 programs It reprosented classic. liberalism and possesssd all the .

virtuesand woaknossod of dodtriusive liveraliems It wmb a party
df.:g?é&‘b' men, "owﬁ with ‘1'-i‘t1:'1-é' true popular following. It. eontamed
mEn trained in politioa.l goiencs and able o constrict a liberal

* censtitibion;. %hemfox‘a@-. its role during .'the A;s@-embly wag Veryimporu
tanty. Itmnatianauetzo and, capitaliotic, tut :@i;!.tc'éi'ﬁe?ly republicany,
| The Sooial Demcoratis ‘P,e;r't.‘&:v wes the lergest group in the Nats
jonal Assemb]y. 1% wa.a aosugtomed to an opposition role and was not |
preparsd by :talant nor, temperament %o 1ead the Asaembly although it

- gontributed: the; ;ﬂim:ﬁwthmewh&ncelflqus 9#’:'@’@,&,‘?%1}11&@-#@ lz,pr.e‘s,.i-.b,‘

" gent: &nd & - uajority. of. ths cabinet mindstefss It s -Woluuanairy-
ned revolu bior‘:ary, although 1t claimed do- follow the M&rxian doctrine,
1t deolared its faith in demoodracy, opposed all dietamorships of any
olass énd countd on universal suffrage and @ perlismentary fegime
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o' 6ffect Lt Bovlalistic reformss It had e gonuine sympathy for
the worklng man and dn- 148aYistic progrm to alléviats Wis plights

‘Thé’ hopes 'of most Geriians rosted on the inedpableshoulders of. i

the incers W 1iépt Sostal Damooratie Partys The Soclalists were | .-
‘d4vided in thé Welimar ‘Aéﬁéfm:‘b‘iy;-, for "théi?s’md“epe’nd'éﬁ*&» :swi‘ali&%*raprea?

ional Assembkww-'itSapregzamwwas likemﬁaa*vagueuand:idealistie;~bwh

unlika the program of the Sogial Democrdts it was r-evelutionary; The -

progran ¢alled fo? the' inmmeditite sociaiizatiaﬁ 6f 411 the means of
productiody -

- ‘The two other na jor parties ‘popiosonted 4% Woimay wore the Cath.

 6lic partieag ‘the Center’ Party and the Bavarian Peoplets: Party.

omtal January 1920 the twe Catliolic partios maintaired & Reichstag

Working sg¥eemsnty bub ot Wolmar the BPP hed a distinct delegetion
of elghteen mémberd pledgsd’ 40 slipport the peculiar progrim of Bave

‘arien particularigm e well a8 CathoXio dleridaiiési -The Centey ... -

§till odoupied the eerter positien in thé German party a¥igaments - -

. 3 ok : o . a W s
Its professedgoal “gontinued to be- the betterment of all classese

It slaimed: b6 Poprosént no :syéci-etl intorest other than the Chrietian 3

religions It aough% to ‘mode¥ate the class §truggle, 4o Sedure prose

Thz temporary designaﬁion. the Christien Peaple's Parﬁy, adopted. _
. ty after the Revolution; wes dropped the dey bofore
'eha Weimar: Assambly moty NeW'York_Timaa, Pebruary 5y 1919. L

2
“Thio Bavarion ?eaple's Party Gonsdsted of formey members of the
Genitor Party for the most parts The Bavarian Centrists had organiZed

- @ party during the revelubistiary period and were slscted to the: Nes
‘tional Asgembly not undér the Centerts banne
' Bavariaa Pooplets Party; Heuqefprth the Party's name will be abbievs

. byt as members of thé

igted to BPPg

’

ET ——

SN SZee




pex‘i‘ty for all wihhin the framework of 8- capitaliaﬁia gtates ‘mw

~ Gentor: hsad & génying social roform program ‘veged upen’ m 'yours

- of practical experience; and an energetic left wing to force its <
| “1akor mgfaﬁ-: ﬁﬁ%o &e@ﬁééﬁénc- : Iﬁ's Hraditionnl - c;leﬁ:aéll ‘progrom

g weg :mai;n;airxe@: bstison. Chisrsh and sta—esei;t g6t the-Chuirok was ‘ot thé -
‘tme ‘i frosiof tho' Statss - On Soonomic andpolitieal’ Guestions
the Centér presentsd u program of ambigusus terminolegy designied be™
ploave. the prolstariat es well as the jedsant, the ndustrialist
and the lavge land ownery But on religlous; -edusational end dule
vura) questions the Center hod su ungialifled ¢lerioal progrens “The
Gonitér: was anbivdoolalistis, entiocapitalistis (in the sénse of pore
verted individdsiiem and lalgsszefaire 1ibéralism), o friend of 1abor,

end & fl‘iﬁndOf Capitalisny’ The Centor was §ti1d predominantly -

nonafchist;” 1% frankly athorred the-Revolutlon which it viewed - -
8§ the work, of & atheisticy materialictic rabble,a and 1t gogepuad

the Republic writh mizpd feelingsi . It openly. aldied with. the: bourgeois

parties, in the dgfenbe of private property and in epposition.to. thé
n&tﬁ;@&ﬁ‘@;&t&m.6£4'.ianduetx‘ié;s.;§' But within. the Contor Party thops . |
wore doep divisicnsy The left wing woledmed the edvent of a new era

¢

' laieter, Der ,We' ey lolitleehan_xathouaiamsﬁ in' Deutschlemd _,




'p., 2003 800 Joos,

:> - JOOS"

‘for Gemm:y onder & damocratz.c republic; but the: r:.ght wing renoﬁnoed

'bhe innovations bréught” about ty. the Revolutiofs . The: l.ea,der# of the ...

| A,Cente-‘r_.- ~Pwty3;<.m1~-_€r:rimbom,;_ who proclaimed the:Cente P&rw b thé .
“Magfender: of the:Constitution”. et Weimsr, admitted’ in 1921 thatiehs 1
- Genter had -dénounved the:Reévolition while it only passively -accepted ’

'bheRepubhc.l In 1922 Cardind]: Miohgél Faulbabety - perh&psthemos’b

ng Catholic dignitary in. Germany, expressed ths epinion:of

- more: Fetictionary .Catholies when he 'said, TThé Rstvolution was perjuiy

and high treagon,and will go domn in history, branded for.ever with
the mark of (:en:v.xza"2 Sy |

» - The Center Party condémned the Revolution which mads the: Republic
posgitles. yot 1t extolled the virtues of theé:Weimer Constitutian |

bedsuse the  Sontitutien guarantoed religicus: privileges which the X

cathol:.o .Church had: not anjoyed in Germany 8ince -before the Refonnati.an,s

The ’iepublie brough* 8y6ial equility to Germa.n Oathoncs. No- longer

'could the German Catholm bemoa.n h!.S #ole of. "Secondd-class citizen@‘"h

c g PR
f":.':.\..'..‘ t e -0

lRitter-k Dér gg_g‘ deg politischen Katholizismus in Deutsohland

; JoTitIsche. Tdearmolt 365 Zontrims, Tor & apeech
of Trimborn's dslivered ganuery 19,. 1920 Which afTirmed the doyalty
of thé Centér £ the Republ:.o ‘and its ¢omplete: departure from the Monarehy;«

aK.az‘l Spieoker, a msm'ber of the Center‘s left wing, end “the Hedd

' oi‘ the Foreign 0ffice press degar'!znent undér the ohancellorshxp of

Wilhelm L’arx, 8eYyS;,: that this Mugly and’ unjust plrase « & & imhappii&
kept miny Catholics + e & # from 1den'b1fying. themselves too closely
PO " _:ivith the Repub ;i _Ke.rl Spiecker»:» Germa ‘i-hf‘rom Defeat to :"‘ .

3For a- gldwing rhetori‘cal tribute to the Weimar Constitutlon see
Die golitisohe Ideenwelt dea Zentrums, PP. 28-29@ ,

. ; -;;the Ce.tholics, suspeo’oed of‘ 'ultramontane tendencies,“
ore often jarded’ b’ gecond-clags citizers, " Moremrer, Bsince’ the hig,her
off:.claldom Yras” ‘recruited. almost entirely from the Students® Corps, whereas
the" Catholie Church rejected the compulgory fighting of duels whiesh
mémbership in a Corps demanded, convinced Catholics on these gréinds, too, -
that the road to the higher ranks of Civil Service wag practically. barreds"
Spiecker, Germany from Defeat o Defeat, pps 5 575 also see Be.ohem,
Geschichte der deutsoHen Zentrumsparte{, IX, xxexls

p— *.._..H'ﬁ'-"'m e
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noyr. could the. Ghurch elainm that it was discrimimted against by
Protegtant Prusaia.

U After 1918, there camo about what the historian Philipp Punk.
hels described as e *mordstio spring‘taida, nemely, the estade
-, 1iéhment of néw brdnches of the religioug orders; tho foupw
“dation of numercus convents, end the opening of schools stafe
..y fe@ by priests end nung e~ all of which. things appeered to . . ..
. mBny.» Protestant bodies 4 an autumnel wind presaging anotheF
'Gaunterwnevoluﬁien. e T

.. -This wag the time whén the, Rh‘melamd philosapher; Peter Fusty |
. i#5ued his manifesto R"tum from Exile,_, in which he proclaimed
. the end of & leng night. of h tion &
odcape from the Ghetto 4% the word i8 his ovm . in Which fo§
long. yeors. Lutheran Geymany. had ﬂ.mprxaoned Ga{:holio Cornany sy’

.The.Canter;and~tbﬁvepurchaprefited frqm.bhg,Revaiutiongeﬁxmatertaliy -
| and spirituallyy Ths Centsr admitted thad "i‘t-hé‘ R‘epﬁbl’iid‘had« inproved .
the gtatus of Gsrm;my L Catholics, but 1t was reluctant to preise
tho fornm o6f the szpublia. . ThHe form of gev;emenﬁ was indidental as.
@eugvaa~ﬁhe;relig;aua;and.quitnrai.demapda ¢f'thg,aatholﬁé_ghﬁrch
were guaranteéds A benevolent monarchy,; which protested the Church
‘and the Christidn Sndividusl, provided for social roform espoussd .

by the Catholic Churech, and aiigwe& religious minoritics a gharé in

-vﬁﬁé.géyﬂfﬁmehﬁ<wgu§é'hgve_be¢n,juat.as wBIGAmed §o:%he,Qenﬁér-ﬂ'f'”
a§ a republicy The politicians of the Conter 4nd the jurists of
thevea%hoiic-qhuréh;ééntandrwtth~historica§4anﬁ philogophigal pres
- vedent that‘bhe Centép. was not Hypéeritical nor épp-ox‘t'i‘g;:;i;gi in

Lk ')

1Gurian, Eitler anqi the Chriatians. P 27. S ‘ g

aHobert d’Hareourt, ‘I‘he_'Garznan‘ Catholios, {Londong ° Burns, 0 htes
and Washboume, Ltda, 193- 5 :"tn'a.ns.“{' - Roginald Jw Dingle), p¢ 2

3 :-. -




.Ideenwelt des genfrums, Ps
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, : " ' b o .
- oxgoubing it§ chaméleonic tacticss™ The Céntrist pdliﬁi‘ﬁi,&n and

, &izth'or-*-‘ Friedrich D Degsauér, on the contrary gtates that "¢ e

thereé is no party whieh is 80 little opyortuniat ag the Cenbero w8

- The basis for the Céntert's viewpoint wasg 111uatrated in the polioies £
' ﬁf'ﬁhﬁ Catholic Churchs The modern fiexible polidy of the Vatican
~ Bupported the policy of .the Center algos rha prinéipie'of "aec9§¥
 tarice of the oivil power in which 1t extats," was enunciated by

| dee-ﬁed XI1fy The Church; though it may have préferences, has no

{.-
final objection to any partiocular. reglme.3 ~

The otheér great Catholio Party, the Bavaridn ’eOple's Party;.

' had a-séméwhqt;diffgrent program than the Genter Party. 'On religious,

educational and other -wacial questions: it worked shoulder to ghoulder :
with the Center Party %o férce dorigessions from the Weimar Assembly,

but. it differed from the Center Party on several major issuea. Prads

'itienally the Gbnter Party supporte& the fbderaliat prino iple as
; opposed to centralization; and the centar Party oéntinued to give

‘fb@grqlzgm }ip_servioe at Weimar, But the canter'a loft wing, led

by Efﬁ%érge%;mwésfwilling-%o agree to the Sooial Demgcratio-?artyiaﬂ
insistence upon & centralized Reich if the Kultur ebjectives, and

the social enaotments demanded by the Ghriatian Trado Unions wére

lGuri&n, Hitler and’ thelcbriatians, ps 293 Joos; Dis politische

Pf+ Jo0s quotes & spéech of AdoIf Groeber,
.ch rationalized the Center'e conversdion to

' Bepublicanism qV appealing to natural law.

2Dessauer, Das Zentrum, pe 12

3See the Enqyclieal Iottor Immnrtale Dei, Hovember 1, 1885.

|I
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guaranteed in the constitubions . The BEY was.the standardsbedrer -
of ,>m§es»,.~'r¢-ghtsr,;\-’ema-.v it refuséd to relinquish its traditional .

pn'ilvi‘i}léges ‘t0 the leadérship of an atheistic and socialistie repub-

~ i%e; The BPP was openly ‘monarchist, end an unbridled, vehement L .

i enémy -of ‘gotialism and.liberalisms The BPPiwas Catholis and Cons
“gervative and it fever thought to.uso one term witheut thé other:-

A itz-lmg.}gmnk:iﬁ kly redctionary and refused to sugarscodt its progrom

“with the glitbering generalities employed by the-Ceiiter to,mhistain
: ito olectorates .. .. - ... .t |

_The two ,grsa‘ﬁ'gueaitwna..wwhwmcﬁ the Center Party 'was comw -~
" oerned et Wei.mar #=. the m | qu_ezs’cioﬁé and the fedéralism versus o B

' centralisation idsud ww were bitterly contested with the Sceial -

Demooratic Parbtys The Soeial Democrats were 4 insisteént.upom =,

' gedularigation ‘48 the Center Party was upon oléricalism, end the . .
' 8o6ial Democrats were equally insistent upon centralisdticns; Te.
aghieve ooopération in the peace negotiationa 4t was necessary foy
ee.oh party to comprmnisea The ocompromides which resulted on the -

: e,c,}uge.‘t-n.ona.;l»;_rstatutas,» azgd’ 61 the political struoture of the Reich '
ware the: eauses of bitter disputés throughout thé course of 'che
Republic.. In genéral, the Centey Party aehieved & cemprmnise on

the w quaatione. which a.pproached 11:8 position rather than that

: of the Soaial Bemoeratie Party, but S.t ig conceded by & majoriey of
Gornan. Jurists tha‘b *tshe politice.l syatem reaohed ‘at Weima.r was ﬁhat

of 8% s & single sentralited etate,“l

: , 3

, Rene Bruns*b, The New German COnstitutzon (New Yorke A‘—"i:‘ As
. Enopf, 1922, trans, W Joseph Gollomb), P 70: . .

e e e T e e T
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_‘The Cénter wanted to guarantes to the Church & privdledged
end preponderant dituation with the atats,l while the 809131 Demoss
“‘o:atqggaigjthat-re;igiqn was purely & privite matter;anﬁ.zeiuggd B
{ vaixla‘éﬁféféi&ifes% lovied on public resources in behslf of ecolesiastical
néed-’é:a- The gsolution which was finally reached after lengthy and -

laborioue negotiatlons was ag followss .

- There. 4¢ neither complets nor any olose. union of the Churches
and the States There is no Btate Churchs Bach religious
denomination administeérs and conduols ity affairs fre gly,

. provided that 1t observes the lawa that apply to alls _
Although the Genter Party hdd deémandéed & ‘state chnroh,3 the campro»
mise reaohed at wbimar was actualky a boon to the Catholic Chnrehr
dn comparison to bhs preaWhr situation when the other great sect.
the Lutheran Churoh had enjoyed a profitable position as the
Pruagian State throhg Ehe:?rotestanta 1ookad-upon‘tha gains of
the Catholid Church with alarm, Simultanscusly with the gains of
-thé Catholio Church 'occui;ra& the sﬁbv.eirsivé attacks of ai;he_i‘.stie‘
propag&nda suppbrted'uy the éécdla?‘syﬁpathies of Sceidi Déemooratioc -
politieians. and SGOuIarism ig aaid to have harmed the Protestant
denominations more than it 1njured the Gatholic Church.h The R?OQ

" tostant's seoulsr right erm, the Conservative Party, had declined |

c !‘B&chém{;iéeachi.chtd dor deutschen .‘Zentm.émrtai@ VI, 3hBs3L9,

aﬂrunsﬁg The New German Conatitnhien, Pps 223«22h~

3See tha Cantar's program far Juna 50, 1918 Supra, ppe 333 -
h'S:lgmnnd Neumann, Bie deuﬁaohen Pgrteien: Wbsen und. Wﬁndel naeh
dem’ Kriege (Berl&na Junker and Dunnhaupa, 1932)5 Pe L0s .

o




greatly aftsr:the War, and:the Protestants found themselves' in the

peeuliar position ‘of heving to support the Cabholis Churéh-in its

: eﬁ‘féﬁé X0 é'eékfixcdmm‘dﬁf clericsl objeotivess & Tt was "¢ 4 .y « most

- ganing of el aie v ™ for the Protéstents M i -ie 6 b3 deﬁéﬁ&e‘ﬁc-,“ I

f' on: the gtmdwill ‘of the Contd¥ Party. & & & 3™ to dohisve theif Kul-

; W aﬂmsalThe ‘agr_ee‘men‘b which »wae*-z*aaoh'e:d at Weimar stated that

f Churcheﬁ !.n exist:enee ab the $ims of the adoption of the ccnsti«»

f. tu'ciem were' pemittad privileges simnar o those given pubno
corporations. As public eorporations they mre allcrwed the right

to levy taxaé baaed upon the c:ivil tax roll. ‘fhe ta.xes were col»

< 1901:9& by oivil tax coueotors and each ohurch received a praportion- |

of the revenue based upen the peroentage of ehnroh members vithin
o 'bhe distri-c‘b. Virfrually all ci‘bizens con’crihu‘ded 'ce the eupport
of the ohurchee regardleas of tha tegularifzy af thair churoh a.tten-p‘
. de.nce, and fbw ’bothered to renounce thei.r membership in the: churoh
they were taxed 'ho support ae the proeadure waa 1mrolvad and timew
oonsuming« '.rhe Ghurch was thus guaranbeed & ste.ble moome from
' the State while maintaming i.te ;E'z-eedom and its privileges. No
wonder 'bhe chm'éh spraag to the defense of the ocnstitution.a

The fight over the educa"ional provisions was extremely bitt‘er.,

The Cénter Broke with the Socidl Démoerats and the Demcoratie Party

Gurian, B”:I-‘ble?;&ﬁ&' the Christidng,: =§P~‘-i"-‘5&‘35‘-‘@? e
F-{

Por an acgount of the finanoial relationb ‘veotireen Churoh and -
" stats in Germany during the Weimar Republic §&o Roger H, Wells, "The
Pineneial Relations beotween Church end State : in.Gemazw, 1919-19371 .
Political Soisice Quarterly, LIIT (1938) ----- 56-th - -




#6jﬁiiy*ﬁﬁﬁhﬁﬁhaﬁ?fbﬁéﬁtan% Righ%~ﬁOuaﬁt&in:1t3m6bjéctivb§m:zmhga,

Ceniter favored the state supported denominational ‘sohool; end. it -

#oJested ‘the "Godless™ Becular ‘school dsiianded 1ty -the. Scotel: Delos

eratdy. Thecomprmsamuoh resulted stated -'ﬁﬁai% denominational « -
‘;‘Seheols axid- sécular §6hools Would: constitute emneptxona and could -
| not be - estabiished “&xgept when: demanded Yy heads. of fomiliesd and
'oonditioned by ‘the requiremants of'welluordered scholarship; This

'“M%j~gemgnt allqwed sohools of oné’ denamination dn predam&n&ntly

Gatholio or Lutharan areae, and it permittea seoular sohaole in &

fbw instances when there were enough parenta who disappruved of

denaminaﬁian schoola‘ Generally, the three large rezigious groups~:

#n urban Germany e catholic, Iuthoran, Jowish & sharad a gchool

buil&inggwand religioua training‘was offbxed-uy e&eh danamina%ion

+0 tha atudénté of its faithu But there Wﬁs ocongtant fricoion ovey

~the educational question whieh frequently caused iilsfeelings and

‘geveral- %imes precipitated governmen%al orisea¢ The oempromise tended

to divide. Sommunities -on religions rather than,on #osial or politioal

isgueds It led to ipritating. camplications whioh tha Catholics

felt could enky be. 1roned out by a new sghool 1$Wb The. Oaxholics

thrcugh 6. propaganda agency, the Catholic School Organisetion, waged

’an unoeaaiag attaok againat the educational prorisions in the
';Qong*c:’..-mtiom ‘Dospité the dissatisfaction of the Catholie Chureh‘

hﬂW€vér;*the educational provzsione wore considered to .be a victary

- for the center Party, -and a dafbat for the. proponents of @éoulap

education.
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I has béén claimed that the educational compromige agreed.
upon at Wbimar was won hy the. Centor Party- anky after. an odious
'barﬁe!‘b I

It is fengvm & %%’ s that the Sooial Democrate secured the

signiture of the Center to the Treaty of Versailles only

-in exohdnge for Sosia) Démocratie oénsent: to.the. eampramise

olauses on- eduoation.1

There 13 no evidenoe to aupport this centention although it 13 Q

“vfamiliaf eharge anainst the cgntet. whethsr the acousation was

.j:true or f&ise ths Gentar's ensmies continued %o dcubt its polit-

ieal motivee and sealed the, label "clerical“ as o pre 4% bofore its

2 .
name %

waig ~'c~oiw

The othar great queatmon with whish the center P(;"i
cerned at Wézmnr was the defbnse of the faderal type of governmsnt.

Although thére wns division within the ranks of the Oenter Party

'upon the degree of” fbderaliam, ths Contorts defénse. of the federal

type of governmenm was a political necessity. The particuiarisﬁ

thunst The Hew German Gonstitution pe 2905 aleo go6 Malbone'
Wi Grahamy New ; GOVEYnNOnts of entnal Q_Q(Naw'Yorka Hénry' Hol®
and Company, s 1920); ppe 964974

aThe Genter, despite itg’ acceptance of christianity as its L
party Weltanschdung and its historical intimate pelaticng with the .
Gathoilc Church, denounced the charge that it was a clerical partys g
It arzusd by document, proclamstion and historical iilustration .
that the Center wes primarily @ politiocal not a clerioal’ partys.
The. Center insisted that to lebsl thé Center "olerisal® was. Ack

- only 8, gieat 1ie; but & malicious lie designed to destroy & alit-

ical party devoted %o Ghrigtidn principles; and to the- _promotion. -

of the Volkegemoinsehaft og 4ts sosial goals ~5ée Matthias: ‘Ersberger,

The German Center Party: ppe 25*50; elso gee JeOs, Die politischs '
eenmelt dea Zentruma, PRV l7¢21. S
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sentinsnts: ef Gatholio Gemany wore. deeplyurooted in; hisftory.l

..,-.ia, Paden and Wurt’eemberg waore rioh 4n traditions of elfs
- government and cultural distinotions The Rhineland and the Ruhr
had jealéusly i’ought for their spacie.l interesty’ Wi‘?;hin Prussio.e‘ _

Under the Bismarckian eonatitution f‘edere.liam had mean‘b prei’erential

h treatnnent and a deg,ree oﬁ' autononv, cand those regioue which had :

enjoyed speo:.al pniviloges undex the Empire wara no*h mlling to
give np those righ‘bs. Buring the Revolution Catholic Genna.n,y had
feared the spread of comunism, e.nd under the urging of the Frem:h
oecupatiqn forces sepa.ratisﬁ movements f‘lared. up in Bavaria and in
the Rhineland. Thzs did no*!s necossarlly mean ﬁh&t the Rhineland

and Be.ve.ria wi.shed i:o sep&rata t‘ram the Raich, ’but ‘shere ‘waig a reul

' ana aociaustsa It‘. wa.s the Center ?arw e.nd the Bavarian "eople's

Party whioh repmsented the fears and the aapirations of ths predom-

' in&ntly cathouc ateas s and the concessiona mada to federalism worée

primaruy ag’ 4 result ef the pressure ezer’ceé by %:ho Catholi.o {mrtieéo

obsoure the fundamental spirit of centralism whiah prevaiied in tho

e

o -ti'»'?ﬁ'he. particularist. endeavors to realize the gpéoific aims of
hig individual state withdut regard for the Supreme principle of &
unitary Germany dommunity of culture; the federalist recogniszes
the National gtate as the. ‘Siperior gtate formition and merely gives
it & f.’ederal gtradturs . GV Ibderalxsm ia a cemen'l:, parb—

v ':Ag Roder, Bér Weﬁ} dee Zentrwns, pe 70«




P 23625,

o7,

congtitution, but Bavarie egpeoially was never willing to .regard
. the ‘Fecognition of féderalism as & gegturey, . Throughout the fours .

© gosn years. of the Republis, Bavaria not only insisted on ;adhere:idé.

e the atx‘ic’c interpretatwn of the fedaralist provzsions in the

ef the Lander ag.a cheok upon &he. Reithl‘ ST

The dasira of gome, thneland Cénker politiciana to ereate a

haneland sﬁate was oonsiderabxy distorted uy the enemies of the;

* Genters Tho Centor. aover: desired to aepamte the- Rhinsland from.
. the Reioh, Lu'c it did want to. weaken the dlsproportienate pewer :

‘ oi‘ Prussia I3 creating a new I.and in. catholio Weet Prussias ihi,a

was vprim@rily & Catholic movement depigned to, -r¢m;9,ve' th_e Bhineland

from the control of 6 eéoialﬁ.et&"gﬁvemanm . The antisolerical

aentimants of. the secial B@mocrats 4nd particularly %hs attacks

¢f the Ptuasﬂ.an Minis’cer of Education, Adolf. iio Ann, . upon dennmu. ’

inatinnalvaohaols-diatunbed the c&thalacaehunqh, and the pb@é&b&iiﬁy :

of. dttacks. upén private property. caused terrer among the B%"ir- e-rgg,' .

of thy waalt}v Rhinela.nd oitiem Despi.te the abundaat px'oof‘

available to refute the chargee the Center weg Oontinually linked

by 1ts enemies, innluding Communists ag woll as Nationalists and

Xational Soci&lista, to the Rhenish Republio Whieh wo§ fcetareé

hy France and promoted hy a group of nOnentitias m&thout political

T . :
Dittmax', The Govemment of the Free state of‘ Bavaria, p;p. 17.37.

2
Gy B, Gedye, The Ravolver gublia (Londonn Arrawnmithk 1930),
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; &fﬂi&iﬁti@ﬂwﬁ AB late a6-1932; the Contéris: offictal perlodical,

Dag. ventrum, in en 680 devoted vqlaky-%barepudiating'c&fﬁéﬂﬁ;77‘

?liesﬂ about uho Center, emplqyed four: pa&ea 6f- documented prade’
to,blae%ﬁ%he “evidenee presented in the: National Socialxst press
which- sought to oonnecﬁ the Ganter With' the separatist movement
”'of‘ 1919 m 1923,& The fact that tha Center & Bhineland’ délégatesn
. Xed byLTrimborn»proclaimed\%heir hatfed of Pruasxan eontrol dxd
'qot imoly that the. Center desired to qeparate from the Redchy Trimﬁ
born contended that 4 new Rhenish Land would actually strengthen
the Reith by woskoning the. disproportxonate strength of Prussid,
'vand there was much Justification for his argument.s_

©: The démana. of Rhinelandera m 1918 and 1939 o disnenber |
Prussia was only. ong of many atbemnts tO'whittle dcwn ﬁha predaminanee
'of Pruasia, but beeausa ih manifesﬁed itself‘during the 1nitia1
attempts of the Freneh to enoourage a separatis% movemant frcm Bhe -
Reich the Center hag. been un;ustL{ acouged of fbs%ering S Catholic
-Rhineland atate. Actually 1% is ridiouloua to assums “the Center
desired to sever from. the Rezéh ‘the region where 1t had its greatest
'*atrengthg The. Rhineland was the heart of the Ghrxatxan Trade ﬂniona
| which aontributed greatly tc—the aupporﬁ of the Genter, ‘and. thﬁ

Rhineland was 8160 the seat of its great. educational arid propamand& .

falidie, Y

& R |
. Ibido " ¢ ’.': - IR . v o : E < » L | ‘

g : L
- Das. gentrum, 5 Jahrgang, Hummor 2, S ST

3A?nol& grgeht,,Fedﬁyalism:andpae}io alism i Gormany

(N&¥ Yorks =
Qxfcrd Unlvarsity Prees,-~r~ -
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. center at ManichwGladbachy - The Kgl;;;_agge- iolkglzei#qﬁg_', the nost
powsrful Catholis orgen in the Rhinélan;i-,- was & promoter of &
Rhineland _I_..a_niwithin the Redch, but o praminent opponent of ‘the
Fréhﬁﬁ'ﬁéveménﬁgy b3 wéﬁ-@m@ng the first newgpapers in tho Rhinee
“land o pregent evidends of French intrigue end to denounce: it in

its édimnn.t_z;@il‘ Dry Adensuef,. Burgermeister of Cologne, was & leader

- in the attémpt to dismember Prussia, but he was contemptous. 6f the
E’"x‘encm movements. Ergberger; without a doubt the mest inﬂuénﬁai
leader of tho Ceniter in 1919. wWas a ﬁvfehemejn‘afppponen% of Frenoh
intrigue in the Rhineland.a The. Center had no'té'hingto- gain by
separa.ting “the -Bhinefle_md from the Reich and it had o gﬁéat déal to

iog_es. The. Conter vas a cloriéal party, but it was elso.a German

national @artym-' It oxpressed ité embitions in terms of the unifices

“tion of all Catholn.ca throughout the. Reioh, not in térms of the
strength of its representation in the Lﬂnéer. But despite the Céns
torts. fraquenft;. .'deniagls of u."s-- cdnnéefti.énrwith- the sép.&ratist'mbveb

_ment the 1i& 'pé'r'éi-étéd and continued to d‘em@ﬁd‘v & rebuttal fromﬁhe

Genter Jomg aftor the qusstion had any importance gave for malicious

and provooative propagandds

Gedy‘a. Tb.e Revolver Repnbhc, Ps 214. ‘

Alma Luckau, . ‘i'he :Gorman, ‘Delegation at the Paris ‘Paace_eoni'er-n

ﬁéreaﬁzer oited ag Luekau, The German bele Aﬁation,
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-THE OENTER PARTY'S INFLUENCE IN THE AGCHPTANGE OF THE.. . .

Y OF VERSAILLES

- - P o : o - »

TA% -'ibbbf:?éaine"%méihae the ‘Fational Assémbly wis. construsting.:
the "perfoct cmistitution® ot Weimar the Allles were mevting et
%ﬁg&ﬁleﬁ ﬁo:déc’-idét-ﬁémaw‘?s fatey . While 171?1‘@ Gontor £ arty and
the. Sooial -Eamoerégtic Party 'waxfe‘%bi‘é*ké?ingr ‘over domestic iie'su“es;s a
dosument was itie';ng ‘wr'i'ttexi which they would be- forced to sign: for-:
the sale of the.Germax peoples In April 1919 the.Goyinan Governmént |
formulated a mumbsr.of-instructions whick wors.to b8 used ty b . -
represantatives 8% the Paris Peace Conferense when 1% was cdlled

to Veraailles to: ‘diseuss the terms of tha troatys The ingtructicns-

~ showed & mi'es.fuylg-ignorance.orf the position assigned to o defeated-

power after & modern war;  According to the instructions Germény
sould d‘nﬁ,ty aceept ‘a poage based upon the Fourtéen Points outlined
by Wilson; In 8ddition, there must be & fres plebiscité in Algacew

Ldrrainé.-a.:, The Saar Valley must not be soparated from the Reich,

nor must the Saar s ooal mines be relmq\xished. The Left Banlk of

the Rhine mist rema.in German. on the Eastern frontier Poaen was

.ths on}y region in which the German, Government thought & plebiscite :

naoe-s‘sary»s; Germa.ny rei‘used to congider the loss of U l‘ppsr sneaia

or the farmatiqn of a Dangig corridor, but ‘bhe righb of‘ se}fwdeter«n

.mip-.natian was gene.x,'qus:ly concedsd Northérn ..S,chl.em% Uponn the c,onép,‘
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clusion of peace oedupation armies were to vaca‘ce German soil and
» the blockade wae to. énd. innne&iately, Gemauw cénseded that repars
ations mu&t be padd to civilians for war damageo Disamament muat
) e conduotedmn»gn international soele.and -on o reciprooity vasiss

- Thé z.-eaguaef Hations idea wag sndorsed a8, woll as e prineiple
ot m'bitration in mabters: of intemamnal dtsputess. - Germany. .
' dedimmeﬁiate admis8ion to.the . Lesgue of Nations on a, .uam :

g equality. A Finaliy; she oompletely repudiated the- oharga that

Germany 'alane vias guidty for the Suttrenk of ‘the War,é

’%he‘ Gex'man delegation arz‘WEd 4n Parid on. April 29, but. it was
?virtualb i.gnored inits: hotel until it threo.tened £o send two of .
ity chief delegates, Giesberte and Lands&erg, ‘back o Bernn unloss
8 defm&te date for’ the méoting With'the Allles was sets On ¥ay'5y
L the credenﬁials Of th.a Gorman &elega‘bion wore allawed to. bé: pros.
‘gorited: énd it toceived the shook.tng news that the German Govermnen‘b
We§ o el ‘diven only. fifteen deys %o prépare written obgervetions.
upon the treaﬁy, -and thet no oral diseuséion of the treaty would -
to-allovedy The dlsclésure by the Allfes that the: Germang wWould:
Yo pé’éﬁibiﬁe& ‘from §itting aérosy & counsll table and diseueeing
the terme ot tha trea-ty pla@ed the dalegation on the defenaive,
e ma headed by coun‘b Brcckdorf‘fnaantzau, en, experienced diplomat

wi;théu*ﬁ‘ip‘ax‘*tzy éf‘@&;li&‘bibﬂ&* but with bmzrgeoia gympathies " enct y

' inéluded g Centrist poiiﬁioiem, Johsmn Giesberta, .6 trade union
':f ‘;.5 P :




Joador. with & proletarian backgroundy - On H&y Ty 1919. at the Trianon

Palace Hotel in Versuilles tho text.of the treaty wig handed Brocks )

dorff=Rantsau by Clemencbait -The German delegation wag prepared for

 the worst and tho pesch that Brockdorffelantgau gave in veply to*
4 - the tréaty ws probably azé‘ompiia%ﬁ;én of the ideas of a1l the echisf

delegatesox Brockdorffvaantzau's reply was highly objeotionableé

ta the . Aniesa and thé fact that he refussd the Allies the oourtesy

of ra-smg whilo. he delivered it irritated: Shen and ’aflsa cauged. z’ni;s.ﬁ:-.'

- givings among hia ¢olléagues of the --&61§gatiomi3 - But the: spesch

Of the chief of the: Gepman delogation was dubdued in comparision - |
with. *’»hﬁ-ﬂﬂ‘ééiﬂfﬁf”r&ge and indignation which docubred after the -
teorns ef‘ the ' trodty were anndunced o the German- people. Nothing
had- been dane to propare them for the role thé Treaty of Versailles

Agsigned. to Geypany, and their -imsdi,est;e: foaction was naturally "viow

The  German. dologation was unanimous in it§ doménd: thet the -
treaty must Be gubstantitlly: revised before it conld be sonsiderady
The Gentriat Giesborts wms ons of the strongest critics of the ~%ﬁéatxrf~.;

The vabinet, campsesd. of Social Demborats, Centrists and Demoerats,

- gent @;.—,te;eg?am 40 VorsaiYles which reguosted that the delegation,
- 8618 4 note to the ailies declaring the conditions of pesce Munfuls

fillable, unbearable and ruinoug for: Gormanys™ - Brockdor fféRentiey

iy P

:’For the text of the spesch 866 Ibid. 5 pp. 220«225.

- ¥Por an nlmi.nating dasoription of the scene gee Dry Walter .
Simon's le‘bter of My 10; 1919, in. Ibidi, ppe- 1172121, - -
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destsive points lacked the legal basis which Geri:

wisely ignoved the -demand of the cabinet thabt "ynfulfilable™ and. ...~

Tunbsaratle” be used: verbatin: and countered the Allied demands with

i L ) "
_ the statement that in. the: opinion of the Ggﬁmn-ﬂei@@ﬂoﬁ»ﬂf:%ﬁi&; )
be.‘?.?._fﬂ sto. Ampossible %0 put -¢ertain Pi-‘}éw‘isiane; of tio’ ffeaty dnte - °

* effosts. . The: delegation alee: objected that "y %4 o the treEty 4n -

the Allies, had. agreed upon bYefore and -durisg the armistises” . The

““Mlies quicitly. limfted: the Getin . dénands o practioal auggestidns,“""‘, a

'reﬁzasinguto.aocgpt sritioiom upon. " 4 '¢ % ithe th:leﬂapx_'-{mia%ons of

the tieaty es they bad:drafted 1t" The Mlliew rejootod tho agsow
tion thiaﬂ3~ﬁﬁé»t@eﬁﬁty~edﬁtzmtenéd¢ the Fourtobnt Pointe; thus vejeoting

- any fundameritel epiticiem-on basic prinsiples.

Whil® the Germen plenipotentiaries dnd the .oipérts of the ‘delew

gation iatored over the sounterpropedalsy the government of the .

Republic eghodd the ands for revision expressed by the delégates

| end likewiso offorsd counterproposale and eritioiémsy  The doctrinairs

Geyman parties cherao%eriéticany presenﬁ“ed the- "off‘icmal par‘t';y

14ne™ on. Bhe treatyiy i U o e
-On }my 12, Adplf Groobsry the. leader,of the centsx' Prraktion®,

&b Woimar, presented the peli.cy of the Céntey. toward the treatya,

Ho ‘bogan His renadlesd by announeing the complets rodéoticn. of ‘the - .-

trodty ty thé: peyty. he representeds He then.elevorated . on-the . -

- rodgong. for the: Center's rejections Hig chief argument wag thag

-y @, e

Iy, ppe 70726 T
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sty viglatod: the legally: binding. pronioes made: tui the Brgw ..

nigthcy dgresimenty. (He' pointed out How the: Allies: had: failed 4o |
. 8pply- thepromiucy mads with respecs: ‘tdatééiff%&e%i‘ihinéﬁhﬁ} ‘solontey |

.. and.. J‘c'lis‘é-'t‘méi:ién%u Y protea"bed against ths "mustiée ‘and crnelﬁy'*’

6f" tha eoozmmic ang: ﬁnanciai olauscs.. and . gave warming ' th&t £hg o

_ r"enslmeanent“ B aeventy million:ﬂermns muid inevit&bly lead te

'dire »eonsequencas Lot the mrld., e s

i ) ‘Boen zuma%adv‘mtm &éaﬂi&ngﬁ thé' retrdat. avmy i’#bf'm opposition &lthough gh

Itk Indepénden:b Sooialisgtd proviously had: raiaad diasﬁnting voleeB .

aga.e the uncompromiging -attitide of the c‘e‘zbinet end the- Asaemblya’ “
Erzberger’s $Aflugnés Bad ifcr-dssd “§tendily folléwing the ArmiBtice, |
depite i bisEel and FOLHELEH Gpposibion of -the exbrens astiond
alistey A8 Al #ter Wathout Fartrolid- in. ¢hs ‘Seheidemart Cabiney -
| - gnd. VAoEsChsncel Gy 6nd Wini 666% of" Findnce in -the Bauermn.sw :
he naa é&eatmaam 6f ‘aotion both at Weimar and’ b Versa.illes
Hig me&dhug L the 40Pairs-of the ‘delegation lod 46 & Berious’ disﬂ

. ~-.agreem92‘t wheh Erockdorfi‘-na.ntzau ahich asmd o ‘aggpavats the

l?éhrenbaoh 8 mpusioned extemporaneous speeeh in opposi‘bion *ba
i A E Sooh which Stresamann ¢alled the "bost of the day®

R -

" gohetdenaon; Memore; 11, 3743084
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toucly ‘gituation tho German delegation faoedil - Breébérger had tried

toi change the:attitude of the Center Pertyts reprosentative in the.

 Garpan i deYeghtion; Giesberts, tut he was udalterebly opposéd to 1 -

appossenent,” - When Hravorger fatled to sidy ‘the. dslogation. at Vers

‘gailles he then drrdnged meetings botween members of the deYegution
- ang the cabinet 4t ‘$pa on My 18 ‘and on May 223 'He gtvenudusly
B objected to the delegationts wethod of presenting its objectieng

" %o tho tieaty, Instead of the' deiegation®s mothod of dispatehing .

#inglé notes upon esdh cémplaint he propesed & memerandus which

- would surmarize Gemaw'o objectionss & portisn 6f Braberger s
‘proposed memoranduin was evontially incorporated dn the German & v
‘acmﬁerproﬁc’sﬁ'sg,, it -follawing the meotinge’ et Spa the oabiret way

. henicoforth sldetrackedin the ' pedoe negotmtmna.zamy after the .

" fine} A11ied deciglon was tendersd the Gornén government did the .«

eabinst play: a role in the pooocemdlcihg g, v S e

Lo Jung 3-and Juns L et Ersbergerts suggesdtion ths cabinet mek

0. A186uss ithe Fsulbs. of nonacesptancss. - Ebét wig pregent dndise. !

were: othet impoi-tent pelitiscal figuresy Braberger presented en.
oxtremsly possinistic Homorandun which ‘gave no’ alternative exeept -
the Goabptance  of Allied terms, He stressed GeFmin wnity above alls
e bolievsd thet by accopting the tréaty sepératist movements would

svism would digsipate end the Reich would

S ——
: - Berngtorff, Memo
. Lugkeuy The Germad Delegabion, pi 103«
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| dvoid politiocdl chags. end economio ddgasters.,, Ho ws: convinded that . ‘

if Gormany vYejedted the Allied terms. & Hithless: mvasian by powarfal
- grid: the |

nar“bham #tatesy He pletured a raveéged Gema.rv, scenomisadly r‘uined

Allied. srnied would drive & wedgs ‘betwsen southern Gormn

andetb,rvedby the:---mccka&é Whﬁ;bh:would grow tzghtexr-'aﬁee? tha-
fnvesiony: Finally, aftor Goimbny wag deveetated, the sllies would
"':‘:,.“i.hpose & poace treaty upon: Germe.ny whidh would.: tnake {:he Veraa.il,les
Treaty seem 19111911%; By June L Gwo mehbers of the Cabinet had”
been won over to-the viswpoint of Brabergery fw*t*.' tirelve memborg
the Centrist leader. ' Séholdeiinn admitfed his. falth in the ,-"agbis,i'eé‘
 lube- firmiess™ of his cabinet was shaken when ke notifv;ed that - -
%y 5w o Eegbergerte behavior had altered, and that ha wAS nq,w
bu%anﬁhélmg Ubert every Aoy @ 4 & & a2 TheDemocrats were still

" united in tHeiy oppééi‘blon 6. aceeptanee, and- they threatensd ¢

rosim At the government altered: its stsmd o f May 12 when. the: angs:.

Wor %6 the: A¥lied torms. had rmpudia‘te-df-the«-treaty a5 Munboarabla,
unpealiganle and unaccopmble%“s It agneared vsry Amprobable on
: ‘Jwae-»l\u th&'&‘ﬁzvgbe-rge@-would gain sy .objee:‘bwe@. He admittsd that

\\\\\\

in Berlinwas uniinously sgeineh sipgnl

] ”bm' ztra.aaty@:-uxxtil he

thpoatened to roglen from the: cabinet if the government inslstsd. .

,zbié., Bie., ,mlpms,
W
Seheidemmm,

3Lueke.u‘ The Oeman De}.ega’cz.on, p* 195«
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| 'upom‘ Hot sigmfxu Erzberger waa wrtually alone, in he. petroet: -

firan spposdtioni- “gohstasmainte. diary entey for June:ly reveads i

' thePinddiental break: among. the. parties and within “ghd, parties *: .

. which ‘the proposals: of Briberger: had i-mrldkédta.; TRy

) W ¥ e 1oafi-aching in overy limbi. Can I nob.envisege:
tha. frightfulness of the opisid which our people may
O ouperience - if. we gay nod : Are Erobérger; Nosks and
David politically &o very mich clevéresr than I, and
- nove farsgighted? w5 e the. Jeader in this retreal .
- was Ergberger, who will not hear any argument againat
Y {%4 . ¥é.ong else spoké in ‘Tavor of adcéptance... Ths
" Demoorats « «+ ¢ s worg for refusingy Gissberts was- T
. yery -dounright. and ‘¢ould not’ Eecmcile acagptancs. - .. L
‘ with va.rions points of hono:‘. L

. Ths person&lity of Giesberts a8 mll as his vi.ewe upon aoceptemce

L

of the treat:y ccmtrasted sharply with Erzberger. Both were f'rem

'llowev»ciass fa.mines and both were - physically ahort and stout, but

R W e W 3 L LR SN

there the resemblance ‘be’cween thém endez Giesberts dxd not have

‘»,,‘_; . Dw e

E berger’s flair for intrigue, nor drlviﬁg z..}oition for politioal

.pmr, bu‘b he did hmre @ a'trong desire 'ho ba‘tter the lot of the
‘German workmg;mmx. He began werk in o brevsrery, bu'a‘ eoon af‘terward

| 'beeame & member of‘ tha greaﬁ !ﬂatal Tradea Union which vzae af‘filiated

Wi*bh the CT’O‘.« Hé had been in peliﬁies sincé 1892, t’irat‘ as a

' eity counoil member 1n H\mich-»@l&dbaoh, then, a6 a member of thz

Pruésie.n House of Represen’catives, e.nd i‘ine.lly, ag a Reichetag

‘reptesan‘bativeg Giesbérta wae a sincere pe.triot a;nd a stubborn |

ﬁghtsr, He instinoitively rejeoted “mlfinmsnt“ a8 dei’eatism.




& strong, Ge

-»pgﬁtiegw -In*Bipmarﬁk!s.%ime,thQ-Center.hg@.arﬁrue,pgliticgl

8B mas ahocked by the harshuessiof *he trbaty, but nis reastion

o not aypeasemnt Bt dafiance.l §:c3 lecked. the- clasticity of . ;-
":“.;Erzba*‘ger and parh&ps the: reckless. eourage of: Eﬂbe*’@” b fight
for unnopular casesy-  Gledberts. wes & type mych: 1iks: the:Sopiel.

:nemocmz, Esrmann Mallers .. He. v:as unima.z,ina‘cwe, canser‘va'bive and

. 5 .. ‘
nationalist B

Giesberts a.nd Erzberger representad the poles oi‘ opinian

f within the Center ?a*ty on.the question of the acceptance of the

treatys.:. It W difficult inea ‘ga.rty without goutical prinoiples
to-ﬁnite upon-great politicai queetionSv Soul searching. beeama

nore: evi,dent 4n the Center npon such occhsions +ban 1n tho other

| ?.An'mfsereaexng; ineidsnt wes pictured by Drs Walter Simon which

1nv01ved Glegbertsy,, The inoident toolk pleoé on the evening of May

Ta. after the Allied torms had first been revealod Yo the delegations
The goéné i the room of the German délegavion, Glesborts entersy

the. rooty. "Gentlemen, I.em drunks Thet may be proletarian; =
with me there was nothing else for it, This- ghanéful treaty hag -

‘broken me, for I hed ‘belisved in Wilsen unti) todey. . When I talked
to him in Américs, that Puritan sald to.me thet the parcchial’ sehools’

in the United States wore the boaty . Trun that. ¢ay I believed him
to. be an honeat. fnn, end fow that _gooundrel. sends. us such 4. treaty..
Eight néw 4f T had. thosa follows here, who this eftornson wire..
aitting ;oppasite me w= Wilson, Lloyd, George, end Clomenceau we they
would hi the. ¢6iling 8o hard that, théy 'd stick. to €, But . em -

“'_itelling you thig, gentlomeén (and with thet he jumped up end banged
: hig fig¥ on the 'cable 9. hard: that it apii
J 4 f those fellows think that the Cerman labgrers are going to work
 for that. ¢apitalist gong; they're wrong, end whon they maréh inte
. they m&ning district, the few hand grenades that il be needed to.

4 my gless of cognac)

ry fine, will Yo on hand;® Dr. Simonts letter is guoted

__'1n nizmze.-u, The German Delqﬁation, pps: 12&9125;
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progran jas en oppodition party, but the Conter Party of 1919 was
on ~ai'tifwia1 entity politicallys It had & political program tut
‘no 6nd could t‘ind a olaar statement of its position on any phase

. of politiaal activity o’cher than its consdrn for religieua, eduocb

ati-onal and cu-ltural quéstions, In such a grave orisis as was pre-n S

',: sen‘bed by the Veree.illss freaty the Centrist politicians acted for
‘or against acceptance as & matber of temperament or political phile
-ogopw-.n;.", ,
‘ 4 Ei-"ébargé'z‘;-?‘?s role in the acéeptance of the 'Véraaﬁies Treaty
" has been dengunesd Yy two generations of Germéns, His léve of tho
’ 'Fﬁt}ié?‘léna wig not questioned bty his own party, but his tendency
46 intrigud, his close connectlotis with the Vatican, the role he
" played in the 1917 .P'ea‘-eé Re‘éalu%ién; and the unfortunate position
" he earnad as & result of the Armistice negotiations loft room in
the minds of enemiaa to doubt his patriotism. Ersbérger sincersly -
velieved. that .Garmw!s fate rested upon her willingneds to.yield
to the Al1ied demandss Fulfilluent was not necessarily troastn |
a8 Jo_éei:" Wirth and Gustav Strosemann later proveds Fulfillment waé
&-étu‘ény Realpolitiks Briberger wag urm‘lliné to sacrifioce Geoiw |
- many fér a ghow of fool.is}i:pxii‘cgle. He was essentially & realist,
temperec; By pessimsm and motivated by a convxe'blon that submission
wag the :only sourse open to Germanys :

The debate wi.thin the cabinet ¢antinved on June 5 .and Juné 6
- but only two Sosisl Democrats, Dr, David and Hosk:e, were willing

to ageegt Erébergerts polsit of views When the cabinet finelly
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realized that 1€ would be uable to réach & dedision it annsunced

that the desidion for estéptance: or rejection would heneéforth
- res‘c wi.ththe K&tﬁi-éna!lj‘agsembly@ Thui thé question witg to be. .
tﬁeaﬁ@ﬁ’iéé & «.péx?’ﬁi—é‘az’m isgu8s

Thﬁ Center tried to formulate a pelicy that would upify the .

‘.._'-.'._._‘h'p@x-'i;y,g E’he oo:npromiee -plan-agreed upon -ty . the Coritey later- becamd:.
 ith9 dffioial ‘offor -of . the Bauer. governmant. The m&jo?ity of. the -

F'Cen@er decidea %o agaept tho treaty if the '*pointa of honor.

' Ar‘biolas 227«»232, ware deleeed, but a strong minority was opposed
to -dcé“éﬁtm&ééﬁn on those térmﬁ’-;’l It was then.desided that the .

‘ usuesl blao system -of voting would be witzhdrawn a.nd that each momber

N
"

would: be allowed to vote: on tho treaty to be anawe:mble; only “before

God, hia conscience, and: the German: poopiev® The Déméci‘éhﬁ and
Social Democvatﬁ"mre not ready to accept the treaty unlesgs thete
wors csonsidarable ravisions. -

: mm- All-ied-anmr to Germany 'y counterprfopodals was received

" by the Gorman delegation at Verseilles on June 16, . The German deles o

gation and tHe parties ot Weimer wors léss propared for the Allled.

Lo, "':"‘ R

: ""Artioie 227 Berved notice that thé Alliies would aslk tho Dutch
government %o surrender the former emperor for trialj Artieles 228-
230 dealt with the trials of German war oriminals "acoused’ oi‘ ] '
oammitte& actd La violation of the laws and customs of wars™ Not

only was' the German governmént to deliver the "oriminels" to Allled

tribune but &t wag a.lso to gather the -evidenos needsd to fnsure. .
the gullt of ohe "drimi “Artiole 231 was tho famous "wer guilt” -

olauge whish stated that “. & o & Gormany accepts the responsibility
of -Gormany” and hér allied for causing all the loss end damage o
which the Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals
have béen subjeoted s a congequence of the way imposed upon them
by the aggreseion of Germany a.nd hey a].l:lesa«

2.




;deé“ﬁqzt:t;i_‘% ‘on June 16' than they were on May 7, whein the firfst drafd

ofthe treaty 'vaahanded Brockdor ff+Rantitus The Fovisions were
86 rewmmm gtmo: bopy of the treaty was uged with the' extepbion

ot brief netations 14 ¥ed inke  The Conter-reiterated ity previsus

s‘t;andg ‘bhe Ry gudlt charge end the' artioles dsaling with the

”: delivery of" m.r ‘eFiminels $o Allled tribanals oSt be elminated.

In daddition; 'af m_a_-;j.ority- of the Conter 1’-219;&@1’.@& that the eoonomte
’Glaﬁ?}eéb:;?in' the. tréaty"ﬁe‘ nodifiedy Sixteen CGnter repréaentatives
gtiAL rei‘used to Bigh the tPeaty On #ny sonditlon, “howovery. - 'i’_h& :

g'ff_“80011-9.1; ﬁ_echmfbs'then stampeded towdrd actéptunces They dennnded
the slimination of the articles bn war oriminals, but "éhéy*%!-‘é

‘ prep&red to° aooep-b the freaty oven if the Allies refused 6 ma!ne

' this cenceasion. scheidemann, the smial Democratic chancellor,

was eppqsed 46 the ‘stand his party had taken, and he attempted to

rosigh; but~he vas- prevailed upon to attémph _oncev noye to bLEing

the parties together in support of a ":56-6iﬁ&1an=pr-b-gfr§ini.@ fig saifed
oonplétely; howevery and imediatsly resigneds Bveit ‘then tided
 te ‘ré:sriénr-- the presideroy, but he vas persuaded to vemaln il offiobs
| Tfhé’r sabinet of. Gustav Baus# was then formed; the Démosrats
ret’used to toke- part zn & povemmant which Wi mnm,, to aoeep'b
’the trsaty; therefore, it oontained only Soeial Bemoora‘bs and cen- '
tr-istsz ( Erzberget gy Iﬂ.nieter ef F:’me.nee and Hoake continued ai;

mnister of Wap: while Hermann Iiuner. a ieading Sooial Demoerat,
‘beaame Minister of Foroign At'fairs. Bauer imedzately anngunced

‘bha.tv the formation of tt;é neéw cabinet had been made possidie by the




- ad “'oba

" ag. badly

_desﬁ,re of 4t Bociel Democrats and 'che Centrigts to. gpare: the. eoun‘bry
o thE ] hormra of‘ internal chadgs: - The«gm;emmgnt adoording to Bauer
::'fhad ne choice but to. aoeép*b hhis peaoe of injuehice«,"x He. then

) askad tha Assembly to vote: on, a resoluﬁmn declaring Germany'y . .-

readins gas-‘ta siggn. but exp].ieitly rejecting Artioles 2274231, . Ergw.
: ber@er aemmed ‘Bauor -that. the Mildes wauld dal,gt'e d:he points of:
hanor" upon, a. show of Fedistance Yy the. German gmrermnent. “He .
A"".f"-ini’ormed Bauer that Mouthordtative I‘rench and Ita.lian diplomats”. .
m*:.h Whem he had negotiated. before the aeasion et Juns 22 had-led
him to Beliefve that the allies would redcind, Artioles 227*231,1

He: apparenmy qonvinced the majoriw of the Asgombly. because the

k _'reaolu‘oion viag adaptad 237 to 138; ' The wishiu) thinking which hed "
"i'-cha.racterized the Weimar: Asgembly *s attituds toward, the peacemaling
. :_ms- ',e_;:ﬂtq:mt ini the vosolutions The Allies promptly extinquished
oy hope. that, the: "points of -honor® would b withdraway . Olemencse
- britslly halbed any: firthor stelling ty the Germsn govormenty

Pou. have only twsntysfour hours to ds61dé4- The time allowed for

“digoussipn is pasty - Bither yes or nos™® . Hiusr then yoquestsd en

N < s Cla e I 4 . .
s SRR LIRS L N eI 4

S l%her "1mparte.nt confidents“ of . Erzbergar*s wore Professors
Haguenin. end Hosnerd, Srench professors of Germen philology, whe

had arrived in Berlin two weoeks after the gigning of the armistice

ors” of Polncars’ and Clemoncéau, s & & s DFgbovger was

icular. cenfident, .and in his memoirs he sdmits that during

the ¢ 6t crigig over the question of sighing “the troaty thege . . . .

- gantlemen gave -him reason, Yo hope that there would .ba sime oonsideraﬁen '

shown in:the mabtes of the honor. cldusess, In Woimap yioung professor

- Hegnard told Ergberger -thet he ‘and the pon-hical .parties must. nob

think that the Keiéei dnd his gendrals would aotially be Hreated quite

68, they imagined} ™.  Karl | Jedrioh Howak, serau&nes (LLonw

donﬁ 'Vv G&llﬁﬂca Ltd’,- 1928), pQ 21434

2
Soheidemann, Memoirs, 11, 317; for the toxt of the Anied note
Ty Luokau, The German i D Tegation, ps L;Bl.‘
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. extension of fortyseight hours but again the answer was o categoricsl

_The generals of the Republican Reiohswohr annqunesd thsiy

~-‘opposition to e.cceptance. and Moake, ‘who had onee advmcatsed acéeptance .
l‘~.,threw in his lot vdth them.w announcing that he would rather gee
Germany overrun Yy foreign armies than acdept Articles 8274231,

- Erzbsrger wag likewise opposed to asceptance upon the Allied terms; E

ané the Centar Party voted & to I to refuae to sig;n the treaty

moand;i;m:gnally;;; 1% oppeared. that the Senter: E@r};yg vm.s prepéaring
46 follow the lsad of the Democratic Party and withdraw from the

govermsnt when Ebort,

68 to the kdntary for mpébrt;- Ho asgked

the Quartermaater General (roener for ma opinion upo#i the advigw

' ability oi‘ resistance end ho im turn. e.s!:ed Hindenburgs "You know

aq well 68 I do that armed resistancs Ls imposgible,” said Hindenw

burge . Gfosner then informsd the Asgembly that "y & + » if Pighting
woré resumody the prospects of -'}"a, puccassful lsgue were hopolegs,
ddding hie firm eonvioticn thét in the end even the 'arnv-w'aula
ApPprove the aceep%ance of the eonditiqmao 1 Hoske ‘bhen reversed
hig stand gtige dgain and appealed to tho amy for supports I¢ 18
probable that the Center &lao roversed its ato;nd after the decislon

of the Mili ;

was- received although it he.a baen anggeda tha.t
the Center, as wis pointed out abvovs, bargained the educatianal

provia:&ons in the Oonsti‘buﬁion for its signa'cure upon the treatgy;

{

Lo ,i_.

and Company, 1956); pps 220%221%

John W Wheeler-aennettf Woodén Tital (Hew York: %o Morrow

2
. lS_upl“.&a, P L 51’“'




. Three hours before ﬁhe deadline a.notker plenady sossion of the"
deadlock 1'!; wag

i Assembly mots To avoid a possxble parnaman?.;

&Ereed that the vota of the provigus da,y, which hdd: applie& %0 .

- the: &ccgpﬁ;&ncea-gf ‘e troaty with reservations, would Be ufed to. - -, -

empmr 1the" cabiriot with unconditional rights to sign- the treaty,l
- The Canter in en attempt to: ~'!?'1fée:jie i‘aée’-“i requosted “that the parties
Who. voted against accoptance st pags & refolution which would -
' :ab-éaa';:ve ‘the partios and individuels who voted for- accéptance-. -from
" ey 1aok of na{:riotisxeq,a After the Aesemb]y had agread to acoépt
€he vote of the 9nev,i.ous. dey 48 its aocept&nce of -the tredty, ,t.hﬁ'
parties’ ‘6f the oppopition duly padsed the rosolution reguested bty -
the cgnterg. “The. Genterts attempt to “save Gomothing® had e strange
: paranel fourteen yoars later when 4t véted. for Hitlerts Enabli.ng
Acty In 1919 the Genter realized that 14§ action would be sondémtied
.by Germa:n nationalists, Dut. it aotad ot the assumption thet ths - '
re's'ovluti:on of the opposition partics would abs"é'l'(fe 4% from sl
Phe eenter Party in 1919 as woll 4& in 1933 shcre& a curioua naivaty
which belied 145 reputation for ;Rea},p_olitikg '
-maq: desision of the Beuer Ooveymueat for acesptance withoub

B

} lA member af the German National Party raised a quﬁation of
pa.rha.tnenfﬁary procadure whioh threaténdd to demdlock the move for
docaptanoey & member: of €he Gormen Peoplets Party averted aay
delering action by the Eationalists, however, ty quickly asking thaw
the vote of the previous 'day be allewed to stands. ankau, The German o
Belegeﬁiong ?» 118; dee Princé Hubertus Loswenstein, The Trage o
: i 1918»1 ,rh (New Yorka Paber snd Fa Fer.




conditions or reaervatmns was. telegraphﬂd to Versailles -enly. two -
hours befora ths- Allied ultimatun expirém . The . gov&vnmen-‘h then

e.déresaed an appeax to the: Garman. people to "guard and preserva

ths petzf.ceu."2 'l‘he appeal for. forgivendss bogan, with theé fo}.l'_‘"‘ jng.
woz'ds:
' The 'govérmment of the Reich, vith the consent’ of ths Nationsl
Assembly, has desided to sign the treaty of peace. Wo do
o with héavy hearts, under the pressure’ of the most unreleénts
ing power, and with only one thought: to séve our defenses
- Toed people fyom ‘having. bo make furthér sacrifices and endurs
.added paing of‘ hungerg A
e first deman& wag to mlﬁ.n the conditmna of peace, the seoond

dema.nd was to work, the third dememd wasg to faithfulness to the

LR this werst: day of all. If full supnort isn't given
46" the government; not merely: hxmdredsﬁ but nillions of
our icompatriots will be delivered qvex- to ‘carror, to armed
. otoupation, o annexdtion, - : . o
The Ififna.lg gontence chrried e plea for work and unity for *che prew
'éémif;’iéx@ of the Reich émd.thé’.pqapie@- The appeal to the German
pecple wey élgned by the members of the Bauer Gabinef.gv 4ncluding -
Eréh*éﬁ‘geiﬁi.;. Dys Bell and. Glegherts of the. (jénte,x'-:&
The ‘reversal of the Center's poliocy from rejection to accepticn

of the ':Aivltiiei¥1_< démands’ ogourred Betwsen noon end foursthirtys At ten

otelock. in the moriting 4he Center had voted egiinst acceptance of
. it .c L N

5.
FOr 'bhe tm .o,f_ mg appeal go0 Ibid-, Ppe h96~h97¢
3 Thé reference alluded to the surrender of wap criminma to
Allied ’crs.bunalm . CL
;? .
.
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) treaty whiok {noltded the "points of honors®  ‘The Cebinet met 4t f;ff{

" noon and e Canter* wiag §6111" oppoged to nodeptanses’ The emmoeuor

: ;;.'ﬁheﬁ 'a‘djbuz‘ned'thé“mée'?ting until’ foiii-':-'-#h-irﬁy‘ ‘Ebert appea.led ‘Ho

Iltary ai‘tar the- fallure of the middn;f fivetitg &nd peceived.

; ",Groener's reply which counseled accepta.nce. Acoarding Yo Hindeéns

bur@'a biographer, WheslosBennett, "inat finally decided ‘the
»..‘..'mat:t:er me a’ trunk-oan fpon ueneral Grositer: o° Px*asiden*b Bber‘b,

da whzch the f‘omer gtated: twa, if fighing were resumed. the

}

"t.prospeots of a moeessful i8qub’ Wore hapelesse w s & ."1 The'

éeoisien of tha mli tary was most- likély the caugs of %ha Center'a

- revérsal =|1:o unoondit:_ltgnal =a-c.ceptance; it it 1§ difficult to accept

. thig astha gole causes ‘The largs peraentage of the Cenﬁer Party

had foiim‘md Erzberg,er who' oalieved at least two Weeks ‘bofora the
: | Hilitary .rannquneed 48 ‘decigion Lhay afeaisvmace to Allied iavasion

wis hopefesss Sohoidemamnn deplored tho Seoial Dénoorats? obsequicuse
'A ‘nogs to ’che -G;eﬁter,f‘bﬁ% hie does not reveal any nefaricus @'e‘ai@g'
The Comtér ‘olaimed that it acted oaly with the people’s welfare -
in mindy f‘:'*-.‘ % ; . ¥ o save t‘ﬁe aéfénﬁelesa'-péépié % » « from

further aaorifices "3 Regardieas of the Centor¥s reason foP acc@% N

)

,'f;nennett, Yosden scitzm» P 221¢

. 1 had .reémgned on June 195 Soan afﬁarwﬂrds he leﬁ%
f‘or Smtzerlem , arriving.there. probably on Juno 2% His. carment
¢onoerning the-educationsl. compromiss was not writben until after
Jung: 88, the day the Peace Treaty was signeds %1 quickly fecove - -

" ered :Ln SWitzerland, and goon ‘oonld write letters to Wolmar ¢ & ¢

" Thé Camnittee si‘t‘cﬁ.ng ‘on the Gonatitution wes meanwhile hard .

at work. 1 Wa§ 1t8 ob&dquiousness to the Center right? Wash't its
giving away in the ‘Education question & mistake? I informed theém

‘ ;n ngﬂn of my m‘lagivings, but to no purposa. Seheldemsnn;, _Memcirs_

13, 0 ‘ ' '

Huoan, the Gefman neze'gaeion pe 1964




ahos, & ourious featire of the. Contorts reversal was its. §trangé -

plod for forgivensss firam the opjosivicn partiess . The Center's -

| oty

| tho Contér's tﬁébutﬁfcim #or being "Gérman and Nationsly" . T4 wag

" & poliey ‘which was indioative of the cente*t?"ié.dszerencae-- 4o comggi
vaﬁiém aﬁd nntienalien throughout the course o6f the Republic, It

vas not only indfcative of the Centor's charhoter, however, but

ot a—i'irt‘}:xe"'ﬁe;riuga partiés, Tho.grave risk in Germsn politics wis
4o offend Gemmn&tienalicm, _and. the Cénhter whioh elaimed %o be
ﬁux&ada_;o:‘ii‘lﬁy by Ohristisn principles, boved to tho diotates of -
party politios, Tho Center was not willing &b.sscept martyrdon
£o ravé ‘t‘:he wax'm.an people wi@hdut» A4he Gaoit: sﬁppgg-g, of the Righte

vwaa undoubtéadly  to ‘e.ss'a_g@ nationalistie consuré; to. defend. R




TEE PERIOD OF CATROLIG DEMOGRACY; -
| 1919 «- 192; |

: "he first ’c'evo yedrs of the Weimer Repn"alz.o marked the. greatest

ipar:.od of mﬂuence for the Genborts left wing,  First, under 4he:

Ieadarship of Ereberger, ’khen, undér Josaf Wirth,. the Center *artzr

app.e&redr&a & true partner of ‘the Speial Demscrats dnd the Bénotcrats

in 't‘.hair:{ attenpty to crests & democratio republicy : Although the

éeo‘mmio cr g s;:v&aich faced $he. Ré‘i‘oh ofen obscurred *the internal
dﬂvelcyment af the . par'{:a.eo ang. 'hhe Republican governmen’c, Zhat -

phbse o"*the Republic'a Ristory can only bo treatod in akeletal .

. i‘aah:.on in QI‘dBI‘ to J.llustrata thé Centers foreign. polioys The
. confhs:.ng,‘ ofﬁen illovma.l and f‘raquent gha.nges ©of Reich cabhmeta

4n the early years ‘of the. Rapublie were ugually ceuigsed Wy the

‘edd:i‘omid -p‘r‘obiém‘é wiidch accompanied the war and its, aftermath, but

there vrere tasgic idaaiogicel oonﬂlc{:s vwithin. the Weimar Coalition .

a8 Weli as in the Reiohsteg which were also: ocntributmg cguges '

to the insta.bility which chare.etenzed the aepublio in its int‘anéy. -

b Ty

: the Germun pa.rh.esa ’S‘ithin the Center there wEre’ such nen: as mrth,

a sineere Pepublican, {3 helievar in mlf‘illment aa a foreign polioy

cof r@aliar,;l.: yet §--atrqng~_'eemn nationalist, and Hefnrioh Braunsy.

3

Srtia.

The- ﬂenter Par“ty fd a microceem of tha emotions a.nd ideas of’ a-"{;f,v['ii -




A

Minisfeé of E&EOr'uﬁder'W1rth'and every other~chancallor‘until~a
mﬁilef §n11928, who was classified ideologically in the cleriesdl
'righf wﬁng of the Party, and Martin Spahn, an extreme nationalist
and renqﬁionary, who‘finally transfoerred his alleglanceé ﬁofthe

) Nutionglist“Pérty éuring Wirth's chancallbrﬁhip in 1921s. There.
w@ré.trahsitigngry figures within the party such as Tonstantin .
FBh?enhé#h and Wilhelm #arx who . could repreeént,the.Republican
elements&within the party without antagonizing ﬁhe extreme olericals,’
the égra%ian congervatives; or the Catholic induatri&iistag The .
most dif%icult leader to classify in théACenter'Par%y during these
years wa§ the greatest politician in the party, Matthias Erzbergers
His assassination in the summer of 1921 was undoubtedly & contri
buting‘céuse to the transition of the Centerfs left wiﬁg.ffom:a
fightﬁngé pértnsr of Social Damaeraéy t6 an impotsnt spokesman for
Catholic:social idéass. ) . .

To énderstgnd the role of the Center Party it is necessary to
unﬁerscofé the'SGQiél Catholic Movement Qs‘a barrier which prevented
Chriatiaé and 80¢iglist Labor from uniting upon common problemp in
the interest of all Germen Labor, The Secial Catholio Movement
by virtue of ideolégicql steadfastness to the Papal Encyolicals
prevénteé the spirit of liberalism, which was supposedly the spirit
of the cé?x—stitution? from infiltrating to the ranks of the Catholds
laborers; The CatﬁbliQ:Churah, a professed opponent pf aocialiqm
and liberﬁlismé_fﬁrough~ﬁhe,8001al'C&thoiic MQVeQent:did_not allow

the faithful Cathollc to ovoperate with the materialists of Sooial

¢
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t

Démbéraéy or %o éspouse the individualistic.iiberaliSm;whioh<was

; impfﬁiiciﬁ' in the Woimar Condtitution, Sooial Catholicism provided.
oA unlque approach to'twentieth century sooial reform end .$o: politios,-
and it provided an: ide&l-n the appeasément of the ‘olags struggle

through Arbeitsgemeinschaft -« but it wag: neverthalese & cleaver

- which sp;nt‘ Germany' into three competing suspicious entitiess. .
¢atholic,. Protéstant and Socialist. The Center Party.eppropriated
the id.eas of focinl Gatholicism and soight to create a .Jlabo# wing. .
which WD?ld sﬁpgor% the politiciana of the Cénte¥, but that labor
ﬁingé because of the ideals of the Social Catholic Movement, wag
'ﬁeither ?epublican'nor liveral, . Ergzbergoer had roadily recogaized .
~the‘ideéiogica1 differences betwéen«socialism=andrSQcial Catholicism,
but he w&s'reaiistic.enough.to compromige with Social Demooracy to
»aéhievezgommon political and 80¢1ai-objectiveas» Aftef hig murder
-Wirth OOﬁtinued'thé-sﬁrain.éf poiitioal démocracy end social improves
‘mént "bhré)'u@l 1eg,i’s'?1;at':10n,-. but he 1!.1;:1{:_9(1_ ths .eourage énd ;dynamioism_._\,
of Ersbefgera: Ersbergey was the only Geﬁtristlpolitician With thef
ability and courage to transform the Center Party into a truly pole -
itieal: pé.rty which would have attracted a mass following. His
death er'?aed- any possibility of the Center Party becoming anything
mere tha# it hédubeen-unde? the Empirée a'pgrty‘of cathoiios,.a
éléricaliparty,.and<a nationﬁl'partyg ‘

The- economic and’ politioal ¢onfusion :that consumed the Reicf;
in tﬁe first‘yeara.of‘the Republi¢ was & direct rosult of the eﬂféct

of the wdrs Germany's defeat‘was only nominally gignalizéd Yy the
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signatures of the Social Démocrat, Hermann Mﬂllart and the Centrist,

Johanines! Bell, .upon the Treaty of Versailles, for no German conéis

" dered acéeptance of the treaty as an admission of defeat but only . -

as an exﬁadiency to helt the blockade to call off the possible
invasion;of the Allied armiess Few Germans accéepted the treaty as
a binding agreémentg It wes expacﬁ§d that with‘the‘German accepte
ance the;?greviou& grrors" émbodied:in the treaty would soon be
veotifieds The foreign polisy of e‘a"ch"gove“x*xfm‘ent which followed
was direéﬁed:aﬁ redueing the treafy to i@potenceg ,Evefy provision
of the treaty was disputeds A dontinuous, violent and obstinate
campai@n;of reeist&noe was waged ageinst i%,; aend the success of
edch éOVQrﬁmenf~depéndea upon its ability to;strikb a blow at the
shackiss which bound Getmaqyg :

Théde;er“Ministny whiéh had been4£orméd to accept the treaty,
initiaﬁeé the policy of resistance. by refusing to comply with the
All4ed r%quégﬁs to indict and punish German war crimin&iaé lThe
fow caseé:whioh.WQro broﬁght to-ceuét only served to'humiligﬁa,thé
Allies, fhe prestige deiivgd'fram this show of resistance was soon.
shattereéﬁ however, in Jaauary 1920, by a'scanqal which involved
Matthiaé Eﬁzberger, the strongest membéer of thé Bauer Cabinet as
VicesChanesllor -and Minister of Finances

The baiting of Erzﬁerger had mounted after the unconditional
nl

acqeptand% of the treaty by the "Novembér oriminals. Erzverger

1Forfa-detailed=a¢eount of the attaocks against Erzberger see
Bachem, Goschichte der deutschen Zentrumspartei, IX, L,00+501¢




wis sesigned the leading rolé in the theory of betrayal which becems = :.

~ known dé thé ﬁstaﬁainﬁtheabaokb The enmity ‘between Erzberger and
the Protestsmt right wag 1ong-standi.ng. As far back as 1906, in
;1the oolonlal.disputei Erzberger had locked horns with the Conserw
lﬁvativess The’ var had only intensified the Conaervatives' hatred - .
':‘of Erzberger. Hia role in eveéry step af the disaster whioch dogged ;
é}thé;path of the Rei¢h ta_defeat singled him out for epocial condéme -
' ‘natibn in ‘the months that followed the acc'eipt‘anéé of* the treaty,
‘ Karl Helffbrioh, an old and bitter opponent of Erzberger, pl&nned
the campaign of hate against him with groeat thoroughnsss.
The immediate issue which prompted the slander of Ersberger
by Helfferich was: the tax program which Ergberger had formulated
| "tovbegin_fulfillment of the .first payment of the reparations total -
which waé due in May 1921,l’ It wes a "soak the r1oh9 tax although
| 1t-caileé fo?,SQoriﬁioés from all classesga* It was also a basie

departurs from the tax theoriés of the mpire..-.,? It took taxation .

T
?Infra$. ps 9.
-2

The income tax took 10 per sent from the workers, 15~20 per
cent from the official end 50 per cent from éveryone with &n income
over 30,000»M. :

5“The financial constitution of October 1, 1919 (which was
largely Braterger®s work), « « « « took away & + & « finally whate
ever had:remained of 4 « 4 « states rights,. and all finencial
powers of the states passed into the hands of tho Reich," Brumst,
The New German Comstitution, ps 70; Whon Brzberger was asked what
Tax powers had been left to the state and local govornments, he is
gaid to have replied, "The almost unlimited right to find new taxes."
Mabel Héwocomer, "rigcal Relations of Central end Lodal Government
in Germany under the Weimar Constitution," Political Science Quars

terlz, LI (1936), 188. .




'out‘ofvﬁhé hands of thé Lgndér and centralized the;oo}lection of: .

all direct taxes under . the Reich, Erzberger‘s-prdg?am'waé-aisa
hnatedlj denounced by the BPP as .an invasion of "statss rights,"

- During. the dehate upon the tax proposals of Brzberger, Ersbérger:

féharged;that'Helfferxch's financial pollcies-during.the first part

of the war were the cause of the disastrous condition of Gormanyts . . -

f;n&nomal=structure*in 19194 Pollowing this charge the veiled
"httéekafand insinuations.&g@insb Ereberger which had besn printed
”:in:the'ﬁationalist preas.bécéme~open aocusations of tréason;.
graft and war profiteering.- A o .

The upshot of the Nationalists? attack againgt Ersbérger wes
the trial of Hblfﬂerich.for §landery The trisl quidkly doterioratsd
intd.a sounding board. for anti~Republican sentiment, howsever; -The

" judge ggd the proseoutingwattornsy appeaied to the New York Eiﬂgi

- §crre§p&ngenﬁ‘tdﬂ'be Onlthe logal staff‘of‘ths~a¢cﬁ§é&@1 ‘Bvery
rumos’, “‘i;ie., ‘halfstiuth and insinuation which &oui_di" be ‘mustered:

s .hng:iiﬁed at Ergbergere Helfferich harangued the courtroom

aaiiy'-'wi%'th speoeches: whigh Were published and sold on the streets,

Upon énerccasion the Nationallst pross publishod & speech three

- day® befbre Helfferich delivered it "in his defbnse in the court-

rocm.a' ene of ‘the ohargeo sought t6 link Erzberger with the anneXb

ation of %he Bréoy iron distriot. Erzberger freeky admitted his

1
New-York Timss, January 27, 1921y

2
Ibid¢ 3 I a.nuary 25 i 19210
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econrnection with the Thyssen indns‘bries,-.. but he denied that he had
-worked for the annexation of Briey, and the testimony of August
and Fritz Thyssen confmnmad Erzberger's atatements.l BEradergeyr
wgs-chayged with using his political office for private financial
g@ih,_b;t no positive evidence was suhmitt?d to~prqve“thié'allegafion.’
Ho was uliarged with taling morey to Switzorland to avoid paying -
r‘inﬁams %axea on i%, but;oveg'the A@tornay Géneral; who had gpernit
'mudh'ti;e.during the trial tﬁﬁing to implicatévEerergar, was
forced to admit thet his transfer of the money was legal and above
suspioion.2 No contlusive, charges were ever proved against Erzb
bergery btut the judge on the ooncluding dﬁy.df the trial Summed up
the'fOug main charges which he considered sfill validy mixing
poiit‘j,cé with busines;s; untruthfulness, impropriety, and paliticégi
activitﬁgto Germany Vs diéadv&ntagesB Helfferich was ordered to
pay 300 Ma because he had failed to prove one trifling ¢harge
egainst Erzberger.
Theﬂﬂblffbfichltri§l, which had begun as & trial of Helfferich
for sianﬁer-condluded as an indictment of Ersbergér fof treason %o
the Gérmﬁn,peopléy Hig politieal career seemed ruined, his party
disgrace@ and the Republic had recéived a severe blows The trial
had Qpénfallowed te drag for two and one~half months: The decision
was handéd.dawniona day béfore thé‘Kapp Egﬁgggrétruck Berlin on

March 15,;; 19204

vide, Jamery 27, 1021,

2. .. ;
'Ibid., Marqh Ss 1921,

>Ibid,, darch 1, 1981,
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Thé Bauer Cabinet was dfiven from Berlin Sy the Putsohs It
fled o' D‘r'eédex"x; -then' to Stuttgart before ri'b oould mobilize resiste -
" anece tbfdrive the insurgents from Berlin; -Efzbargef.waéﬁfOFGéd'
| to Flée ;sérlm for his 1ifé, He had been wounded by o Rightist:

assaseld in January Goon after the trial began, and he narrowly - .

I}

migsed cieath&ﬁer-th&l(épp Putgch before hé escaped the oitys He

Wwas b f‘i:lrs.t*reporﬁe'd odptured, tut later he was neported safe in . -~
: Amsterdam. -

The Eapp _Pg_‘ll_s_g_}_x- réglegé-ted the '-'downfén of Ersberger® to the

back-pagés»bf‘the GoirmAn Presss The ggﬁigg'came-abouﬁ as a result
of the"=r§vival of disgruntled military orpganizetions after the.
va.rmi-stiefé- dnd the maint.enanée o.f iliegéxl. military groups ,s'"u’bh as
tho Ehrhbrdt groups They posed & throst to the Republic, but
ii’énidﬁl‘éy, the governient ¢f the Republie da-'x"ed not attadk the
thpéaﬁ féam the extremé Right for fear of an attack from the

éix,‘l‘:remfe' Left. The close ties of ‘the Relchswehr with the illegal
R&ght'crgénizaﬁiéne caﬁbihedwwith the sympathies of all the bourgeois
parties a8 wsll as the Sooial bamoerats doomed to failure any

" punitive ’:?s"te”p to lmit them. The Kapp Putsch of March 1920, which
fod om .t_'h:"jose irregponsible elements of the Right was a‘rlliliépti-'md

" vénture 1n revolt which failed when the Reichswehr under G_e‘n‘er‘al'

. von Seeokt wag urwilling toccmit its support without insurance

of ‘8uccesss The Kapp [Putsoh did fail to overthrow the Republic,

but. it ehbwed_its weaknosss The general strike of socialists as

well ag Chfistian trade unionists was conceded at the time-by thé

1
t.,
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govermment ag well es by the Reichswehr to be the victor of the Képp ' -

' _E:u_ggg_l_m_., _:it ws & contributing factor but the. maln cduse for- the .. h

| failure of the. __éporﬁive.r-eyql{;._‘was the hesitency ,of-lfthja ‘zféép‘ons"ible‘l’
‘Riggg,té_play long odds in & gemble fbf.tné overthrow of the Republicy :' 
.ﬁh@-xgpg_gggggga‘had.maqy reparcusgions, It;sq:véd to drive tﬁé'

_ Indépénéégt,Soci&iistﬂ-and the .Communists té.support.thévnepublic,A
but.thqf quickly bsoame disillusioned when their éemands for reform
were not met and when their strikes in protest wére brutally sups
presseds  The Center Party was clearly one of the.staunch supporters
of the Rppublié during the revolt, buﬁ even the.parties of the.
‘Rightufailéd to support Kapps In Bevaria the Kapp gyfggg}had-
groater importance than it did in the ?aét‘of.thb’keichg-fThb £EE§g§
in Berlin gave theHBavarién,qdnéerﬁativesvan;sﬁeusefto force .out
th$r§9§i§L~Demnciatic govennﬁsnt;and impoge & reactionary governs
ment heaéed by vbn‘xahr\ané'stiongly supported by thé Bavarian
Peoplsfs, Party. | -

Ths complete bieak Vetween the Bavarian People's Party and the
Center Pq;py had,occurreg.pravioug;to the,Lappu£2§£g§ in'Januany
19204 Thg Bambérgi?rogram-which was formuia%é& at thet time became |
the "gulding 1ines® for the political and Rultur aims. of the BPP.1
It reaffirmad the program of the BFP at Wbimarga On educationsl

and religious questions and in most questlons of foreign poliocy tha

L]

EN T

: Dittmar, Ths Government of the Free State of Bavaria, ps LB«
2
Supra, Ppé 50»51.
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Center énd the BPPZQOnfiﬁued-toecoopgrateg but withquﬁ.aqy.fbrﬁéi‘
Wﬁikiﬁgéagﬁeémsnﬁi' 0n~ddmesti¢“issues;other than: Rultur guestions
~&@a ﬁpbﬁ economio programs the BPP pursued its own. courses . Thers
" were ge%eral reasons for the éplits The strong foderalistic tens
ldénciesfof_thé.BFP opposSed the growing unitery gentiments among
: thg.cenéeria lef$ Wing-Which.haa.ﬁeenfeleariy.demonatnateﬁ in .~

-fﬁzbérgér‘szsponsqrshipJof the contralized. tax programs Another ..

reason wae the .strong monarchical dnd traditlonaliet sympathies e
of the Bavarians. wh@-particularism of:Bavarla.wa&.encouraqu'byz.c
@he*Gatnblic-Bishops of Bavaria who éxercised a treémendous influeénce
over théﬁ ppaddminantly.eaﬁholic ggggﬁl' In addition, ugiike the
Center #h‘thelfést of the Reich, the BPP‘wgs:notvforcad;tq;goaissqe\’
'Wifh ﬁhé;Scoial Demoerats, and. i%t.preferred to. cooperate with the
'Nﬁﬁionalist Party in coalitions of the Righﬁ,z Its rogemblance -
to the Gorman People's Party was so striking that it was often called
the,BavaFian‘branch of thé-GPP@B

~ The separation of the BPP from the Center weakened the latter
considerablys Other attempts were made by Catholio particularist
groups to brésk away: from the Céntor elso, tut they were mainly

‘ “splinter parties” and had little if any. representation inm the

1Spiéckéf, ﬂormaqy'from“nefeat %o Defeat, p.-ahna

Enlttmar, The Govarnmant of the Free State of Bavaria, ps Ui5e

§Ibid., ps Ll

'v ey
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Reichstags -In 1919 the Ceénter received 1947 per cent of all the -
votes 6est in the' Reich, but bty the Juns eleotioh of 1920, the
percéntagé.of votes cagt for the Center had shrunk to 13¢l pér-
~cént of thé Lotal eloctordte, . The-Center had lost more than .~
1;@00;006“v6ter93 more ‘than 36 pér~ceﬁt-of its electorate in 1919,
On the o%her‘hand; the oombinsd Centor end BPP vote for the 1920
| eiee%ioﬁéfmas only Qﬁhlpef‘cenﬁ‘léSS‘thah‘in”1919gg

" The. elect19ns of June 1920 were disastrous ‘for the Weimer Coal-

/

ition, The damage to tho Center was great, but the Center fared
.welllin'QOmparlson to the Soecial ﬂemooratiO-Party and the Democratic
-Pﬁrﬁyfwhibh lost more -than half of its electorate ‘and 29 represens
taﬁiﬁéé'in'%he?Réichstag;‘ The Social Democratie Partyts popular
vote ‘gank From nearly @leven and onewhalf million to slightly more
'tﬁéh‘fiﬁénand:one#haif million, and it lost 51 reprosentatives
although ‘its total of 112 was still the largest of any -one party
The winners in the 1920 election were the Nationalists, the GPP
- and the indégendsﬁﬁ‘SOoialisté;i The first two, the parties of the
. extréme Right, captured thé discontented "liberel” vote whioh hed
T -

' Baohem, Geschichte dor deutschen Zentrumapartei, VIII, 328;
"rhe disgensionm 1n Tho Catholic Camp in regards. to The Republic
was not donfined to. Bavari&. There were &veaywhere Catholic circles
which had férmerly adhered to the Center without hesitation, but
wers now*prspared to keep- their distance from the "red" Republicans
%0 join the- rightdwing parties: Othors again, who 1ilg von'Papen;
remained in tho fenter Party; showed themselves 1nimica1 to may -

coalition with the Social Democrnts; Spiscker, Germqg! from Defaat_
to‘Defeat, pp+ -83=8Ls -

. Phe atatistics are found in Sehauff; Die deutschen Katholxken
und die ZQntrumsggrtéi, ps 112 and passims
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fot‘sali:e‘n;\ the -Demoéz‘aﬁc Party, and a majority of the Independent

SOOialiéﬁ_vote =% more than double its provious total =+ came from
workingmen who were not satisfied with the slow strides the Social
Democratic Party was taking toward socialization of the Reichs

aigts on both wings thus topped. the eléotion of 1920, and the

Qs
H

Republio ‘wag the loser in both instanoeSg

As & rasult of the election the Weimar Coalitlon coatrolled
only 225 seats out of a total of hhée willer had no choice but
to tesigﬁ the chanceéllorship, but Ebert aaged him to form a new
oébinet;f Mﬁlier attempted to inolude the Indeépendent Sooialists
in the cabineét but they rejected thé invitation to seoure the Re-
public-aéaiﬁst tho surging Righ£¢ Tﬂey refused to lend support
to";'progr&mAéf counﬁérrevolﬁtiﬁn espoused bty the coalitions Ebert
now atteéﬁted to bring the Cerman Peopleét's Party into the eoalition,

but the So6ial Démocrats refused to enter into coalition with the

party whioh;waé the épitome of ruthiess capitelism, The result of

thﬁlimpasse-waé the appointment of e Céntrist leader, Konstantin

Eehﬁenb&@hglaé chancellor and the construction of a purely bourgeois

ciabinet 5a§édnupon the Center, the Demsérats and the German Peoplets

- Partys ihe posults of the élection had clearly indicated a desire

to include the Right in the cabinet so the Fohrenbach cabinet did
not: Pepragsit en evil desien “P?n'thé.P&?E§9f the. Center to turn
away from the demecratic republic, but only veflosted the wishés of
the electorates ‘

Fohrenbach was generally classified as a member of the left

e e
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wing of the Center, . but his republicanism was lukewarm and hlS
'~09qtaots'with the maddes of the people remotes He was- a funotionany;“
8 politisal hack if you will, but a distinguished haok, Fehrenbach
was the forme¥-President of the 'Bei’ché*ft.;ag under the Empire &s-well
a8 "the presiding Prosident of the Weimar Assémblys He wae & learned .
jurist from Baden with a hoary record in:the Center Party's Reichs
- §tag "Fraktion," but he was aged and 11l when he became cHancellors
 Ho ldécked the courage to resist and theé ébi-l‘ity to unite gnd organize
' Germanys’ Fehrénbach faded the realizatieon of an insolvablé solus
3
tion to-&n imposﬂs’ible obligation, and like most Germen political
” leaders he wag too ¢oncerned with the impossibility té repay repare
-ations to produce positive méasures of relief either at home or
in the‘field ‘of foreign relations, B'Abernqn's degcription. of
Pehirenbach -after the German failure at the Spa Conforenoce ig @
revealing estimato of his charactor ag well as his limitations as
e vigorous statesmang
Pohrenbach's failure at Spa has largely diminished his influe
orice and position s ¢« o + ¢ Notwithstanding this loss of
face & o « + ho 48 an benevolént and benigh as ever, I
believé he is & thoroughly honest old fellow who would always
exoreise such influenés as he may possess in the right dirs
ection in any gravé emergencys For my own part, whenever
I 896 him- I undersgtand the official who said: V'He ought

to sit as a model for the father of the Prodigal Son == he
48 go welcoming, benevolent and paternal, '™l -

1

- Pohrenbach assumed office pledged to forward the, foreign pols

i¢led ofithe Sooial Domocrats, to. enforce the oxisting laws on

i 1,_{_z et » ,
‘Disvernon, The Diary of an Ambassador, I, 65,
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- socializdation and to formulate new 1awq to continue socialigations

He piédgéd‘tb'dehooratiae3the*Reiéhawehr’ and.to govern with and .-
not against the working olasses, His promiseés were entively unfuls
filleds iAlthough same flegrant examples of antisRépublicanism were

puréed f%omithe Réi¢h§ﬁéhr3 it was neéver démooratized. threnbach's‘

l Hinistry delayed actlon towards furthar gocialization or unemploye

ment insurancey. Kis pledge to get up & permanent Ecgncmio Counoil.

wed hévafaﬁérried‘out;- But worge than the négative aspeots of ths

' Féhrenbaéh government toward.botterment of the German Wworker's

ccnditioﬁ'wés-the'fonma%ton of giant;indasﬁéialfaémbines which pro=

gressed rapidly during this periods - It was during tho Pehrenbech's

aamihistration.thaf=Huga.Stinnes-emergedﬁas the most powsrful man

' in Germanyw Stinnes was a millionaire with tremendous industrial

holdings,who oxorted much prBSSure upon Geérman politlcs -owing %o

his woalth, &nd to his variousi newspapers and-presa.agencieai Hé

* s 'a powerful voice dn the GPP, and a bitter enémy of the polisy

of fulfillment dnd aetabilization. It was Fehrenbach's Govornment -
whioh~hﬁé to .apologizé for the Stinnest i&i~advi§ed remarks at the

eoonomzcloonference at Spa, although it felt obligated to 1nclude

' him'with the Gormen delegation ‘aé an unoffioial expert. al The

;Stinnesl’&ddreas at the Spa conference seérved to oncé more .
place theé Allies on guards Heé began in the following mannery "I
rise because I want to lock everybody in the faces Ms Millerand
announced yesterday that wo Germans were accorded the right to
speak as e matter of Ggurtesys I olaim to speak as a matter of
rlght. Whoover i§ not afflicted with the disease of vietory s
s ¢« «" At this point Drs Simons, the leader of the German dolew

' gotion; interfered to anrnbuncé that Stinned’ had nio official posis
‘tion, but this did not deter Stinnes and he continued in the sems

vaing D‘Abarnon, The Diary of an Ambassador, 1, 68=604
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Eeﬁgénbaéh,miniStry-also did nothing about the progress of'ihfiation
at the,aévice of the- financial experts of the .GPP énd~%hefﬂat10ﬂali§t

It is not "sux’!p’ris’ing that resction in Germény was dated from
the Féhrénbach Cabinetsy The inclusionm of the‘GPP.inlthéféépistzy;’
- déspité'its‘proféasiéns»ofxloyaity-to the. Republic, ne@éssgrilyf -
rogulted in sconomic reaction, . Tho Démocratic Fartyy lealerless.
'_Vand‘in péliticql,deéline,.was-no opposi%ionvto‘the GPP, nér wag
' the Centéi which was w,oaf;u‘ily lacking: in experts to -:c'opy. with :'th'é
ﬁ.nanciai,\ e"Qonaﬂo ond dipiomatic problems which beset Germanys
The f&sh}qf‘GOnfbrencés,vin whiéh.ths-Alliea‘hdped tolsettie the
reparationg gu*e.st,ions and Germany tried to divide the Allies and
" emasculate .the treaty, convinced nost Cermans that "experts” regards
' lasésof:golitical viewpoint should dictate the political policies
bf;the-RéiQha ‘The Fehrenbach Ministry showed«thé“Willingneés of"
the Genférito work with the Right to insure a government, even if
that g§v€rnment;represented anreéonomic'and'éoqigl\réaétiqnrfrém
its predocessorsa,. - . o

A ﬂétludy of the Center Party during the Weimer Repudblic is

inseparatly connected to the reparéfione quéstions which resulted
from the war, The treaty had left 4 reparations blank check and
& great iivisidnvof opinion as to how it should be filled out,
whé‘ahouid endorse it, whén;it.could be cashedrlwhether there wére
Sufﬂioienﬁ fundé to a@vér'it,jand what Should be the policy of the

Kllies if the chock "bouncedi" An iaftial amount of 8li,750,000;000

{




93

wag to b§ paid qy;mgy;l, 192k, but no.tot#l reparationg sum was. . ..
.mpntionﬁﬂzin.the treatys In the twelie,ponthggwhich followed ...
thg,,s;igﬁn;?ng of the Treaty of Versailles the Allies met four times .
in an ef?brﬁ xoiyegqﬁdén»agfeemgnt upoﬁiﬂkztermgibﬁ reparationss -
Tﬁe total was .f‘irs’c;éet-&t_‘ $611, 000,000,000, The payments were -
i‘ao‘}.tj:.e éﬁp’?‘éad -aver dpeﬁod of 42 yearss In July 1920,. during the.
R Eehmnba:gzh HMinistry, the German governmént was ixwitg:’d to gond a .
' delégitibn1taﬁa conferenge at Spay The Fehrenbach Ministry gained
little for G;ermaﬁy;,,_ and it signed prai:eco;‘s on disarmément as well
%ﬁ»éoallégliveries@.=ihe Allies took thé opportunity td'agfaelupon. '
the.diVi;icn=of the reparations proceeds: In J&nuary_l921,thé :
Allied Suprems Council met in Paris and preseﬁted.eeimanyrwith
the, -SO%c;é;lsle'd Paris Resolutions whiéh demanded a totel reparations .
paymen%iéf $5l, 000,000,000, "In addition an annual tax equivalent
of 12 p@ii cent of Germany‘'s export trade was to bé- colleetéds The
German custens wer;e_ to become security for these surss Thé Paris
Resoluti¢ns were the first publie pronouncémént of reparations fige
uréé,andithéannpuncementicﬁeaﬁed a terpific uprcaf in Germany
Where'ali parties vehemently denounced ﬁhe~Allieﬁ¢ Féhrenbéchfs
Foreign Ehniater, VWalter Simons, waLs.r:_w impolitid as to make a.»
repuflia‘bii;on of Germanj'a wer guilt, end when he was :Ln’v’ite-é to Lonw
don in March 1921, Simons made & German écunte,rpfo,gosai to the Allied
demands whi.ch would have z;éducjejd Germany ¥s liability to $7,000, OO'Q,-,OOO;
The Alliés then st-if‘f.ened 'an;dﬁimposed sanctions on March 8; They

odoupiedibassaldorfg Duisberg end Ruhrort in the Ruhp Valleys In
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May 1921 the Allised 3upreme Council, meeting in London, issued & |
schsdule of payments whereby the ;52 000,000,000 the Allias had
fi_n&l,ly. ;iecided .on -as. the total reparations asgessment at__:.l_l due |
would bey mat‘-‘by ‘cortain .annuities; bonde¢ and taxes in Gormenys
Tho‘A'Lcnd::n se’heduiegl as it was, oalled, was duly ‘di_e:p.atched. to
"Berling - The Anié,’s‘ allfso.took‘the‘ opportunity to gp;nt_":gut.cjejrta.in
shorteomings in which the German govermment was guilty in respoct
to diéas‘z;x;n.aﬂ'.an;‘: and . the' trial of war criminalsy - _ '
The:rinability of the Pehrenbach Ministry to éope virith the

London S_tj:hed.ule brought its resignation although there were othér
cdntribu%ing factorgs  The agitation over the plebesoite in Upper
Silesin; & sericus coal $triks and the continued downward eurve in
the valué of the mark were othor elements in the fall of the Fehremw
bash Cabinets -During Mey 1921 the mark dropged fromIOO to 300
to the American dollars On Mey 10, Jogef Wirth, Fehrenbach's Mins
i.éfe,r of Finance .and the leader .g-f the ‘cvente'x_-'-x'-s left wing, was
chosen. to succesd Fehrenbschy

~The fél-evatién of the compariphively unknown Wirth to the’ oh;.n-;-i.
eailﬁrdhip was an indication 6f the stremgth of the Center's left
wing where Wirth had succseded Ersbergers Wirth's appointment
shqﬁe‘& that party government was ,ﬁ;ﬁoﬁioning a8 1% was deaigned @
perform, and that.the Bepu‘plie was. to be entrusted to tho hands of

a. sincers democrat who be'l‘:ieved that the form of the Republioc was

xhe London $éhedule is generally referred to as. the London
Ultima‘tum partmularly in Germen sourcesis.

t
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. -eﬂ,i,s’js‘ént}i‘aii to'ﬁhé--éue'cé.és of German-demooracys ' Wirth ‘r’éinfdrced the
'vagu; li;b'efal reputation ﬁé had won Yy immediately ‘basing his oabs
-' 'ina%"%. -.upo;x« the Woimar Coalitions Hé invited the Seoial . Democra‘bs
:mto the: cabinet and drroppoed the » GPPs The Wirth Hinistryts first
task was: ‘co adcept - the despzsed London. mtimatmq Wibhin 'che
Center the division still existed betwsen the advdoates of fuls
flllment and- ‘the diee~hards who dered the Ailias to attempt an |
ix}va'siéné' of the Roichs -That the Center's left wing which favored
fulﬁiilmént"%.s’ §%ill dominate, wag hovn by ths suppert ‘given
Wirth c,nv.- the acceptance of the tiltimatiﬁn,, Wirsh had no more intene
tien to comply With thé. London Ultimatum they the Nat;lonaiié";b Party,
but tie was 'éénv;:;ced that the Allies sould be a‘Ppe‘a'eed_; divided
and v{eakénsd by e good=natured campaign of sutmission coupled with |
a cc;unt_éz‘*attac}: of sympathy end roaliém. He was -dete‘zémi'n.ed not
to entagonizé -the'. Allies into a unified action which would attempt
to- eoneét the reparations by forces |

szr*bh wig particularly adaptable for & role of "front men".
£6r ‘the str'ugglinb Republic. Ho wis n y'oung bBachéelor who was
fFesh to the politice.l gceno emd abeurdly optomistic, -Hie-v ey'mpa{‘;kv
xnth the 1abor movement brought him support f¥om both Christian and
s’.ooiﬁlisf;- Labor), but he was & constant épponsnt of the reacticnary
chairmen of thé 'CTU, Adam ‘Stegerwald, He vas too "Red" for Stegers -
weld and for muoh of the right wing of the Cénter, but hié supporters
fiom !che".;l-eft_ wing idolized hime He was‘lso sonfident and pleasant

in his contacts with both German and foreign officials that the

S | r—
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‘votér‘é‘n{f}em@ politieian; Gd_st-tav swesém@nn; doubted His sinderity.
| Mo & e , . » He: found something crafty abcut‘.,suqh'-compléte and -
| childlike {nnocences™. Wirthts appointment was particularly
' pleasing to the Allles. H’e--s‘éemed to. Lc:sx'-.&» DiAbernon, thé British
Amb&ssa&?v,”tO'fep?eaent the "good Germans,"™ ‘
L Hothi‘ng petty or snarling <« nothing of even the "meaac;aa

or the pedant 4 + « 4 With his ingeneous frankness e ¢ . ¢

~he is cne of the foremost men of his time @~ a man on whom

: patriotic hope will eontinua to center. L

D'Abernon's early confidsnee in‘Wirth lessened throumhout his tenm
of office ag it appeared that Wirth teo wag unwilling to deal beldxy
with the spiral of inflation, and as the 28p widened between his
frequent and optomistie promises and the results of his pr gram
| of fulfillmsnt refonm and Feooverys:
While erth eontinued to wax optimiam and to promise reform

»and recovery the enfant terr1ble of German politics, Matthlas Erz-

berger, began to be heard from the towns and villages of Wﬂrttemberg
and Wbs%phalia whsre th@ peasants, 1aborers and lower middle clasa
had remained faithful to him unthu51astio crowds greéted him in

| evex‘y place whers he spoke. ’ﬂ-. mor spread that he wa.s advising
Wzrthb that his counoil was deolding the, policiea of the minist:y.
Stresemann watched his return to popularity with alarm, and began

to attack the Wirth Ministry in order to Weaken the influence of

Ergbergers "By his (Stresemann's) attaoks on Wirth he sou&ht to.

~

1Rudolf Olden, Stresemann, (New York: B. P;iDqﬁtdnénd Company;
1930, trenss by R Ry Te Clark], pe 1234

2D'Abennon, The— ary of of an Ambassador, 11, hlqhz. . ' \
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kaep Eriberger“oﬂﬁ'the-po}i%icul stagég.by.m@rning,thalnaticn

sgaingt Braberzer, he sought to undermine Wirth's ?ositiong";

 Lord Dfﬁbernan, who, later _expregsed thexbginibn-that Erzbérgenis

aasassination wag ‘@ blessing. for the ﬁirth Ministrymﬂrevorted that

“he had’ it "6n good evidence" -that Erzberger wus eéngaged with Scéheide«

faun - and Breitscheld, the 1&tter a leader of ths. Indapendent Sooialists,
in a maneuvsr-to~depose of Wirth~gpdvmaée:Schaidemann‘chRQCellqr

arid Broitscheld Poreign Minlsters - Thé position Eraberger was to

[

~ ogcupy was uot rovealed by D*Abernon. The old traditlonal 1eader-

. 8hip of the Center opposed his return, and adviged him to rémain

in retlrgment; The idsalists of the far>1eft,wiag af the Cenber

were probably repelled ty his return elsos But Ersberger still

‘repained the only political figure in the Conter Party vwho could

wisld group diplomaCy t6 mold the divergent factions of %he cehter

inéé-a party of politioal‘aﬁtion,~ -
E%zﬁ@fger'é-plans for a réturn to power Qere héited in August

1921 when he was QQSaBSinﬂted while on vaéation at Griedébach in

tho Black Forest: His death was mst with veried feelingsi the

Right bréathed a sign of relief, the Center was inconsolable and

the Left, xtolled his republican virtuss. All condemied his assase
gination.as & dastardly ‘crime, but evem his omn party praised him

with reservations: 'Hi§ caresr oontained too mauy inconsistencies

g——
0lden, otrasamann, ps 1204

an'Abernon, The Diary of en Ambassador, ‘I, 215-216,

B
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and ill&écnqeivad(pl&ne»té‘enable-a QOntémgoréryrto]weighﬂhis

importance and to,evaludte his contribution to Germany '& hidtorys

- Stresemafin pasged judgment upon hisfbitter’eﬁemy'in,a.widéxy'»“:

reprin%ed,obituaﬁy”in'wards unaffodted byhsen%imenﬁi';- S
Ersberger had a.quite unugual cdpacity for herd work - -
and al§o & savage regardlessness which was peculiar to
.. him'and 'Yy whieh he oarried through'whatever he undertook
t6 & triumph from which finer spirits would have shrunk & .
& e .8 . HE acknowledged no leadership but his own &nd trod
- 1on61y path & 8 e ¥ e
Erzberger waS . not a statesman, but he vas @ shrewd politician.
The Center Party by neoessity was the party of oompromise. Erz-
berger oarried the‘tradltional skill of center politioians 1n party
cauousesgand Reiohstag oommittaes & step farther to'the fleld of

diplomacys - That ho faiied was not his faulty It is doubtful

~ whether any diplomat could heve done better in the Armistice nsg-

otiations than Erzberger, and realism dietated the acceptance of
the Treaty of Versailles. Erzberger was not & mover of events"

but he wis the mirror of his agéy His life reflected the asp;ra

.ations of the average German. Ha was an annexationist a peacemaker

and an appeaser, but he always moved with the tide of oplnion. He
was An opgortunletk but he always claimed %to act with the interests
of the people at heart and there is much ju4t1f10ation for his olaim.
Erzberger's enemies were the eneniss of the demoeratic Republio~
monarohists, reaotionaries of every hue, extrema nationalists of

the most widious types Sdcialiats-also ﬂeared hinm and;with good

N
“0lden, Stresemann, ppe Lh=LSs
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reasons. /A liberal Catholic movement undey courageous leadership
which gtzg;'e»ssed proteotion of private property, olericalism and
social e.nd pélitioal refom. wag & dangerous rival for the vote of -
_the wbrk§ng@én of\German§g'»The Soéial Demoorats were willing to

' acoept E?@Esrgerfg.COnversion to repﬁblicanism,#é they had no

- cduse te;"gu’eétién anotheérts éon'\ie_;‘.‘ai;on, but they did not trust
Etﬁberge}; and they despised the clericalism he fépresenéed. The
IoPpogitibn of the Boeial bém@crats, however, was aired on the
floor of‘the R@iéhétag or in the press. 'Thé.men,ﬁho agsassinated
Frzbérgér were representatives of the extrems Right, defenders of
imonarchﬁjand militarisms.

Ergberger 's assassination created little stir within the Cenw:
torls oégwnizatiOn@ Bo had been absent from the paftyfe couneils
for over 4 year when he was stiuck downs Wirth hed ably taken
over the direction of the left wing, but that loft wing was &
different group thén*Efzberger had controlleds Under the praompting
of Adam'stegerwéld ghd CTU reactionaries of his type what little
enthusiasm the Catholie trades union mén hed once folt toward the
ﬁepublip’w&évbi&éted by the.répeated failures of the gépublié-to
golve eny of the problems of the Reichs | There were CTU ;.éadére
who were loyal to Wirth, and he had & populer following among the
demaoﬁa%ic ideﬁl&sts th formed an 1ﬁtalléctu§1 group on the
fringes of ‘bﬁe left wing, but the numerical strength which Erz-
"‘oerger :had commanded fv‘-ﬁ;a badly deépleted undsr the leadership of

Wirthy :
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C Wj.rth has baen. elaeeified as a Realpolitiker in the Center .

tradition of Windthorst and Erzbargerj but -hig earesr bolied this
characterizationy. He wad a morale<builder for the Republic;
and 4 pleasant "front mai® for thé:.policy of fulfillment; but his

devotion %o the Republic was siscere duﬁng his terms as chancellors . -

He did not stoop to opgértuniSm.or sxpediency to realizo religious,

party -or private ambitionss Wirth was a strong German nationalist

‘with a f¥ontsline soldiers! devotion to the Fatherland: He regarded’
fulfillment as a realistio approach to.the liveration of the Reich

- from f‘ar’éign -¢ontrol and to the precovery of Germany’é preswar interw

nationa.l ,posi*biom
Walther Rathenau Who Wirth appeinted to the Ministry of: Foredign -
Afi’eli';’?s;in his Second cabinet in October 1921: The first Wirth

Ministry Had fallen over the Lesgue of Hation's desision on the

' Upp'er,-Silésia f:Quest;ioi:»v_.f. The I-.éag‘ué’s deicii's;;on wag a orippling blow

to the policy m}}.{fm;ﬁiiment which Wirth had tried to _po,piiia-rize

as the policy of realism and revision but Wirth returned to-office .

B dete»mixiéd;to- continue fulfillments Wirth and Rathénau were vary

¢lose fj'rifiends ac weoll aa partners in the exgcution of the fulfillment
polieys: The ocambination of the great Jewish -industrialist and the

young Catholic profedsor of mathomatios wag unusuel, tut thoy saw

" ¢ye to eye on most political questisons end shared common intelleotual

_Re" Ce Long, "Wirth the Optomist,” Fortnightly, CXVII (1922),
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inte?egts which rGSulted in & warm personal friendships The

"

Wirth-Rathenau cambination produced one "triumph," the -Treaty of

- Rapallo. Rapallo was outwerdly en innocenx oommercial tredty,

’ ibut secret provisione provided fcr the use of Russien mllitary

::;”training grOunda in exchange for German heavy maohlnery “nd 1ndustria1_‘

'equipment.' The only “triumph” involved in the treaty was its defiance-.?*f

e of the French and British gevernments who had invited the two doge

' pised nations, the Rusaiane end the Germans, to an economio gonw

;fference'a- Genoa. " Kerl Bergmann. the German nistorian of the Reparn IR

".ations question, pins the full responsibility for Repallo upon the |

) Centrist 1eft wing 1eader.

' That Dr, Reﬁhenau was the moving spirit in the coqclusien

... of the Treaty of Repallo is & myths On the contrary, he
entertained sorious doubts and was only induced to conoclude
-thé treaty with Russia when he realized that Dr,. ﬂ}rtn

. Wbuld if neceseery, sign it without him 4 & o .

N Rapallolwae a eostly venture 1n Bismerohian diplomacy, fbr it not

‘enly alienated the Allies, but also the Social, Democrate who placed

the reparations queetiou béfore eny vainélorlous attempt to r600up

internal prestige. or o rebuilt the Reichswehr on Russian training

grounds, Repallo illustreted Wirth's appatent willingneas to

abandon a goo&will policy for an impulsive and costly netionalistic

.triumph. All of the 1rreSpen81ble elemente in Gorman politics which

_regarded the eoceptanoe of the Treaty of Versailles as treachery

and the Republio as an 1nﬁerleper rewarded Repallo as e viotoyy over

¥

i | ,
Karl- Bergmann, The History of ?eparatlons (Hew Yorka Houghton
Mifflin Compamy, 1927}, Pe .




s ettt

102

the Menslavers of Germany;" and the Centor éupﬁorted is chanocellor
iin~h1§ ﬁid for patriotic support, The Center had oncé .moré proved
te,bé'ééérmaﬁ:and ﬁaéionala". | Al_ |

;Th;ee mpnthsyafter Rapello Rathenau wasiéssasﬂinatédlhysaight
extiemiétés W&rthg duriﬁgvfhe dqje'beIGWing ﬁathenau‘é.mﬁrderx
'roso to a position he nover seoured again. He éeémed fb.stand aé‘
8- defender of decency as woll as republioanxsm in the cruoia1

" days that followed the assassinationy )
- Bver since we first began %o seorve thls now state under :
the flag of the Republic, milliens have beén gpent in poure

1ng deadly poison intoc the body of our péoples From = -
Konigsberg to Constance the campaign of murder has monaced
this couritry of ours, to whose service wo have devoted all
our powers of body and minds In return we ere told thet
what we are doing i8 e crime against the German people,

- and that wo deserve to be brought to justice; and then

peopie are surprised when mere “2luded boya resort to fuie
déry

The following d@y he again spoke to the Reichstage ’f,__;. ' ‘

Whet ‘a etatesman of the rank of Drs Helfferich speaks here
as. he did, what must bo the effect on thé brains of youth
who have combined in gecret or semiw~secret chauvinist;

. nationalist, anti<semitioc and monerchist organizations?
It is evident that the result is a gort of "Fems" s « & o
« The real ensmiod of our country ere those who instill

.. this poison into our peoples; We know where we have to
seak,themw The enemy stands on the Rightf,

T

he éxcl&ihed- poxnting to the’ empty benches of ths nationalises-v

The effect was tremendous.a'

nDipser‘Fein@-sﬁeht_rephtsnxmgs échoed and reechqeddin the

T
Count Har:y Kessler, Walther Rathenau, Hia Life and Work { Now

- Yoiky Harcourt, Brase and Gompany,“T??U? p,~353
2-

Ibids, Pe 3596
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'domonsiirétiansl"whiah ‘follewed Rathenaul!s murder. A8 after Erze
berger?s assaasingtioi the treder unions demonstrated in the streéts,
but. ﬁho.demandé*fbrloefbrnkwofe not-met oxcépt uy‘éunitivo‘measufeog
© The Wi;th Minlotry immadiately pasged an emsrgonqy decrea to prow
" teet the Republic. The Hationalists, the BPP and tha Communist
Party opposed the meaeure, but a substantial majority which inoluded
" the GPP passed the decree by 303 to 102, The déoree was hoatedly
' reslstod in Bavaria where the right wing eleienos virtually suspended
the l&w of the Republic on judioial 5rounds. As & rogult of the
"Law for the Protection of the Republio" the BPP movod even oloser
to the Natxonallst Party in Bavaria and this OGmbinatlon forced the
resignation of the—Lerohenfbld-Cabinet which had been w1lling to
' cooperate with Wirth, and olevated von Knill1ng, a stooge of the
roaotionary monarchist von Kahr.1 The result: of tho "Law for the
Protection of tho Republio" was not to desﬁrqy nght terrorism, but
to driva reactionany groups together. A f6W>60mmuniut8'WBf6 arrested
ag a result of the deorse; but the "enenw on the Right" wes not
weakened and continued £ 1ocm as & threat €6 the Republi.c.s
“An. opportunity to broaden the bage of his: governmont was preu

sented to Wirth shortly after Rathenauts murdor when & great maje

ority Of.thG'IndépendQnt Socialists morged with the BSocial Démos

i -

Tho BPP &% thia time formulated a new program which called
for the transfer of the govermment's executive powers to an official
who wes to have the title.of President of the States Seé Johannes
Mattern, -Baverie and the Reich; the Conflioct.over. the law for the -

Protestion of ﬁﬁo Rop""Tio (’_1t1moro: Johns Hopkins Fress, 1923)s
PP+ 5h-69‘ B '
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;cra_te;q( » Thj.s’mergiér w:a's facilitated by the confidence which sogw
'i;&listéil:abor had in Wirth, despite his inability to better its
'siﬁﬁatéona- .Wi-rth continued to reaffirm his §ympathy with the pro=

. '19‘1:&:-5.-&:,:_ and he was carem; to place bread before reperations in

 his _éadreassé to thems The GPP under the prodding of Stresemann

began to "feel .eut‘-"'Atheir, entranée into the oa’,binét; and on July
195 1922, it onnounced that & working apgreemént with the Wirth
Ministry had been reacheds This event was portentous of trouble
with the Social Democratss _

»I'ni: the autumn of 1922 the Wirth Ministry &plit wide open over
the issue of tha admittance of the German Peonle's Party into the
cab,ine.t;_.;. Wirth was unwilling to remain in office without the 8upz-
port of ‘the Social Democrats, bub he was also determined that the
fin'e.njo’iﬁl;‘l and esonomic experts of the GPP must bar'admitt‘ed- to the
minisﬁry:? in order %o oombat the problems which faced the Reichs
Strosemann hed previously refused t¢ eater & ministry headed by

- ‘wmh; but in November under his leadership the GPP was eager to

}‘a.és-uma a z‘-‘-;v'e»s,ponsible share in the govermment. The Sé;mi Démow

Aériats 'baikfed at cooperating with '_{;'he‘ G?P' ag they 'ﬁad done when

mhreubai&h aftempf:e!d i:‘o ereate a greater coalition; The Séeial

Democrats were partloularly worried over the campdign waged by

the industrialists %o inoreass the eightshour day to ten hourss

The eigh‘e-ohour day was the only remaining conorete benefit of the

revolution an_d the _Sooial Democriats were determinad to defend it,

- but they :chos,a "col'/ carry t’h‘eix‘ opposition to the Reichstag rather
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then 4n a cebinet dominated by bouigeoig.representatiVesg; Wirth
8till favored the eightshqur day despite the pressure brought -
gpan-hi@ by his party and éépé@ialxy_by thé-catho1ic ipdusﬁfialiat;
PRt Tbyssen.a But the Social Demoorats end Wirth were at odds

oﬁ*tbe‘prOper plan for combating inflations Wirth heeded the
advics of the German as wall as. fbreign oxperts to delay stabilize
ation u;mll the reparations total could be determined, but the
Sogialxﬂamocraﬁs insisted that inflation could only be halted by
th§~imm§diate stabilization of the monetary system, The wide
’gé.‘p: 'in r:}o;o;i,al,_ and ec¢onomic policies between the Sosial Democrats
gnQ'thngPP b?eoluded‘anf close cooperation@-and'as Wirth was not
willing o eonti-xiue» as chancellor unless both perties were included
in the ministry he resigned his position on November. 11,,

;.Wi%%h's fall was entirely ﬁ86d1659$ The previous day the #same
pér%iséc%hidhmrefu;ed‘to,cooperate in a cabinet had agreed ipon &
;éparatipns-p?oposal of Wirth's to the Reparations Commissiéns A
more. -._e;st{até or i-’br‘.céﬁi chancellor might have ei‘fec'te& 4 compromise, '

© but Wirtﬁ wﬁs unable to reconeile the two parties. and was not wile
'nﬁg to unbend from his pr’evioﬁa_ conditions for a governments

“Twan&yﬁfauﬂ hours after he foll most péople ‘realized that there

For the. attitude of the Center Party teuard the eight<hour day
- 800 Infra: PPw 132-)131” MﬂSIOWSkli! Wag ist die de_utsc_he Zentrumss
',i',’_a-r'.PP‘ 88“93.’& ‘ - - s ol . luIBS'

A See the letter of Fritz 1hyssen which was written August 1,
1922 in an eéffort to induce Wirth to abandon the eight<hour dqy
in Ibid. ., p‘( 9OQ
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, wa@‘no need for it at alls - Cuno took over the Bame: task, but with

Wl i i \
1ess abilitym e S S

Wirthﬂé fall was. generalxy rugarded Yy foreign observers a8 ..,
& hragedy far the Repudlicy and it d4id represent. the death blow
to that peculiar brand of German iiberallem characteristio of the

.earxy-dmys of the Republics- Bub Wirth~was:certainly no less “nat@onal“"'

:N:ﬁhan'th§~GPP'0r'€ﬁa Hationalists; and by 1929 Wirth had clearly wfit&}

. ten off the "eimar Systen” as @ failurefﬁ' - His entrance into the

“Brgning=Gabineﬁ?inf1930~da-uiniéfer of Interior is,often regsrded C
a8 sjmbélio.ofvhis disillusionment with the ”System," and hig

article in hig peériodieal, Deutsche Republik. vhich is quoted by .

Emil Ritter ig indicative of this montal attitude.3 But at least,

until-Bruning's Cabinet; Wirth remained thé hope .of Gorpen repubs

. licans.in neny parties and tho despair. of the consorvative olements

L :
D'Abernon, Tho Diary of an Ambassador, II, 1L2s

o Among the evidence presented at the Nurnberg War Criminal
Trials was a lettor of Josef Wirth's to the head of the House of
Kruppes The letter was written from Lucerne; Switzerland. in August

- 1940, after the fall of Francés The lotter was writtén to’ congrate ?,

ulate Gustav von Krupp for éarning the German Merit Cross, First
Class, for his gorvice in rearming the Germaqurmygz Wirth added

somé interesting remarks which he implored Krupp to keep gonfidentiels
", ¢ + I recall with satisfaction the yesars of 1920 to 1923, when,

_together with Horr Direktor Doctor Wiedfeld, beth of us wsre able

to lay the foundations for the development of the Gorman armament
techniques through your great and most significant firma Your grsaﬁ
end most; rodpected firm was asdsured of ten=year soryvice for ths.

_government .on agoount. of ny initiative as Reichs chénsellor and as

Reichsminister of Finance, bty releasing ¢onsiderable means of tha
Reich for the presérvation of Germen armement technlquee¢ New.
York Times, December 11, 19b7.

3

7

Riﬁter, Der heg des politischen Katholizismus 1n Deutschland.;

f
;
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of his 1ovm partyi.»ﬂe was, certainly "too republican” and, "too loftist" -

i£or th§ Bavaridas, for the CTU laader,JStegerﬁald,.gs'w@ll<as for
Centrists: such &g Kaes an&»Brﬁning whs ceme to deminatée the Centerts -
trénd‘ﬁy théiRight‘éfter 1927@1
'%Tﬂeﬂ"epiitvperaonality" of Wirth and Khis reorientation to the

‘Right dﬁring the course of. the,_ﬁepublie personi fies the .pl-i-ght of
tha:ﬂen%sﬁ Party, but in order to ﬁnderstand“and-appreciate-thé
ﬁrand,~%hd339cial Catholic :Movement must.bs considered, for .in -Soce
ial Catholicism p&i@iairy-iies the paradox which.explains the Cene
ter*éaeﬁolution;' The~di£ficu1tyrin understanding the r&lé of the
Conter Party is. often largely a8 & result of.the inability to
appreciate its unique epproach to politicss  The Center never attempted
to-diqgﬁisé iﬁsquntampt for -individualistic liberalism or abéialism,~
but its;criticééatﬁempt to:fiﬂ Sdeiéi-Catholiciam'iﬁto~th9 saxie mold
with indiv1dualistic-republicanelibetalism when theo Center as a
Cathollc Party was: convinced of ‘the soundness of Catholie gsocial
.ideaa; Soclalist and non-Catholie republicans generaily vieowdd the
Oenter's policies ag simply opnortunlsm, but ‘there was @ genuine

and @ sincére belief'within the Center Party that the ‘¢atholic idea -
of a synthesis 6f claases and docial refonm, regardless of the form
cf gavernment, w&s the essential problem. Wirth's leftist repua (
'tation stemmsd frcm his earLy attempt to place the tepubllc before
the 1daas of-his party.and Churoh. He was esgsentially a perty

rebels In 19u0 ko resigned briefky fram hig cabinet position under

rbhrenbach until e*onomy in the administration was cerried outs

RY ok -

S
A
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Dﬁriﬁg"ghi.s?'afhnihis.tration.he consistently opposed any attempts by - :
perty d{lefricég151 to foree the issue. of A Reich schoéol law upon the:
Reichstags Wirth even vv;ent"éo- far as to favor the interdenominetional
gchéol in his hbme« Land of Baden, and as & result he so infuriated
the ,predominantly -Catholio population of Badén. that he was hencéforth -
elocted not -on the loeal list of the Land, btut on.the Reich list
wheré his namo would draw 'e;nouéh#o{‘:es‘to insure his election to
R AT Roichst&g.l Wirth also locked horng with the reactionary leadere
~ghip of: thé CTU;.2 Adam Stegerwald; was one of the most stubborn
' op_pcnen%s ‘of .céopeﬁation-with the socialist party and a fbitter,
- eneiny oi’ the "Weimer System” Wirth attempted to oircumvent. .Stogers
waldts oppoeition by forming a. new tradse uplon group in order to
break. dmm the ideglogical darriers that divided the German trade

undon mqvementg; His unity group, the Binheitsgewerkschaft, never.

obtained & large following, -however, as the old organizations were
too firmly Qll'breneh’evdé : |
ihe'] influenco of the Soolsel Catholic Movement upon the sooial .
901-1‘-"16‘31 of the Genter Party was too dominant o be brushed over
lightly in e. study of the Centors Without Sos1al. Gatholiolem 4o .
.gs}nte‘r- ﬁbuld hgv"e had no left wing, no labor policy and virtually

no ‘pOpu'lgr following in ranks of Catholic workingmens The Social

.{'iq." Pe 231@»

2
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Gﬁbﬁo:l'ﬂiﬁé '<z£ov%men.£‘ﬁas instrumental in the program of '-thle ,Ce‘n‘ber" o
almosh ﬁ'am ite inception, and &fter -the "?orld War ‘it proved. to-
be onb of *che greatest bulwarks Ggainst Marxia.n gocialign, - Soeial -
-c.a)‘yholiic,ism ‘prov;efl At.o,',b_,e onje~ of the mein “'selling pointe™ of the
cefvxiﬁe'i".f; It provided ‘a prograem which would ghither Sonservatives;.
mid&le class folleowers end. workingmen into & Catholic Party dedlcated
- }o & ,synthem‘a of classes; ' & -Vol;cissquq;ﬁ basqd upon.\‘;gpr;;.stian .
‘f principiea@"sééiai Catholicism was no%*¢bnfinéd-to*é§fmany and - -
~;.thé.Ceﬁgerf?artys“it-also-appéaééd}in-othérfmuﬁapéan‘countrieévas~
woll as¥inztﬁé*th1ﬁed States aé'an'aatiaaﬁe:tb:saoiaX;sm ag well .
as ‘to ruthless capitalism. AR i | P
Social Cathalioism in' the - decade- of the, twenties essentially

steumeéd ‘ﬁ:qm the' Encyolical Rerum Hova‘rtm although *r.her‘e were

" meny pr'efﬁ'\'r‘-‘i'cfai‘aé manifestations of concern, by. the Catholic Chureh
" toward the conditions resulting from the industrial revolutiony
. - o ' . 4

- In Frdvde end England-ag wol) as in Germany the Social Catholic

Kovement antédated Rggum‘sqvgrum-by'many-yeara@’7In Germany, Barcn:

Wilhelm Emmﬁnuel von Kettler (1811-1877) . uﬁ.tiated the entranocs.
of the Cathohc Church into sooial problems, althougn there were
‘other priests Who. also played a large role in alieviating the
lot of the laboring classes. Bishop Ketbler found the oure to -
8o6ial ills not in politicel forms Or.reforméz but in Christianity.

The "Chiistien philesophy must give rew direction to mén's
strivings, 4nd new form to their economic ideas, There must
be a roturn to the love of the cemmon péople as that love
wae: exemplif&ed by the mendicant fyiars in the middle agesa
There-must be a return to the conideption of propertyerights
get forbh by the great mediéval theologian; Saint Thomas.
‘Acquiuas~ namely; that men enjoyed not an absolute and
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uriconditional ownership of property, but only fhe right
" to use property in accordance with divine laws

Kefteler was reallstio. “If vie weuld understand the times 1n whioh-
oWl live, wo must seek to fathOm the sooxal problems.“e He studied

: tﬁ“e;;ustrlel revolution at close hend and wrote volumniously of
his findings. He warned of the menace of the grOWing preponderance
x of eapital and its tendency to make wage slaves out of wvrkingmen..
He bitterly opposed the exceeees of the new bourg901s cleas as well
as the politioal reforms of Erenoh 1iberalism.‘ "Thia is the slave—
: market of our 1iberal Europe, faahianed according to the pattern of .
our hnmane, enlightened, ants=Christian 1iberalism and Prees¥asonry,®3
He regarded the bourgeoieie ds selfish and materialistio; and the
_"freedom“ which they professed wag ‘the freedom to exploit the lower
eoonemio classes, a freedom fbunded upon the ebsence of reetraints
1mposed«oy-ohuroh or state@ o oppose the "enelaVers of the worke

ingmen he supported cooperatives, labor unions and sociel legielation.

Rerum Hovarum added little to the program of von Ketteler or

other catholio reformeregebuﬁ it was tremendously eignifieant in the .
development of the Seeial Catholic Hovements It supplied the limits
of" the movement and the authority which was &o neoessary to any

VC&tholie movenents It oppogsd eoonomio liberalism, repudieted

i
Parker Themas hoon, The Labor Probleme and the Sooial Catholio_
Hbvament in France-(NeW‘Yo E Loﬁiilan Comnany, I§21j, p.'.g;i

zlbid.

3Ibi&s;gps 1234
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ociaiiam ag & fulse theory, encouraged Social - Catholicism es & '
true remedy to tha social problems of the world and atated definite~.
principles fbr @ pronr&m of sooia; re~orm. It rejected the class :

g strugélé, élthough it favored trade unions It protected private
roperty, buﬁ A deplored the exceéses of ruthlsSS oapitalism. It
ealled for cooperation between management and 1abor in the interest
of society.‘ It based its’ nrogram solidly on Chrlstian prlnclples

whioh left little room for rrsnoh Iiberallsm or Marxian materlalism;

Rerum Hovarum lewalized the activities of the Catholic trade unions

*n Germany a8 well as the sooial policies of the Centor whioh ware

strongly marked by 1891. Since 1891 the ide&s of Rerum Novarum

have-found oonhinual‘restateﬁent in the sooiai prcgrams oflthe
Center Party and heve formed the ideolog1cal 1imits which Bzood -
Cathol1os obserVed.-

Other Soeial Catholics oontinued the wnrk of .the Chursh 1n
Germany, Canon Aoufang and Canon Hitce were notable oontributors
to economic and gooial reform, Both W@re Gentrist repreaentatives
in the Relchatag and 1maortant sponaora of social legislation.
Eitze vis prominant a8 & specialis% on $ocia1 legislation.~ He
regected state soozaliz&tion, contralizetion ian government dnd
extreméﬁbéﬁfih1125tién bf‘the-bureaueraqya Hé:féarea oppressive
state contrcl over the 1ndividual and soclal organlzat1on.

© It is nét. state soeialism that we want, but guild, soss
$alism TR not a. puré and &Simple return to the meds
ieval. guild but the establishmént of a moderanized guild

systam % & ¢ & « Tho guilds of today must rest upon
a lnrgsr econonic basis and must be more democratic than

1
)
'
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%ﬁésé éf*%he*ﬁid&lé‘agah;l
Hitze also antlcipated the eonoept of " functional representation"
‘1n governmant Wnlch was 1ater clearly brought out by Piug XI '

i hzs Qnadragasimo Anno (1931)s 1t was greatly a5 8. result of

thé‘influeﬁée of\théséE"Sceiél”Gathblidé"'upbn'thé Cenﬁér'Pafty,
that ths Genter bsoame a party of sooial ref@rm, as well as &’
clerical party and 4 party of polltical partxcularlsm.

The basic ide&s of Sogidl Cathollcism were firmly 1nstilled
in the program of the Center hy 1918. The CTU which was not |
ne¢e$sa;ily«oomesedgof:a11 Qatholics'or aI1 Conter mbﬁbeﬁé,Was
"partioﬁi;rly infiuenoed uy Gabholié sociel peéliciess -In~Hovambér
‘ 1920 at & CTU Conbress at Lsaen, tha CTU proposed its progr&m ,

of sooial refbrm, and its 1eader, Adam Stegerwald, set forth his
" idea of & new chrlstzaa pressure groupse fIn'éxplaining-the'%ype
of atate he desired Stogorwald defined Hié céncept of the "Chrigs

" 4ain utate. " ‘™o demand & Christian ut&t@. Athrlstlan State

means to us a fundamental rejeotion of akl aspects’ of the rationu

alistic ;éaﬁd'meghaﬁisi_:_ji;o ’tho.l_ighjb' which gréw out of the French ‘énld ghte

-

Fbr a report on the Essen oongress of the CTU seé Inteps -
_national Labor Office, Thé Programmo and Organization of the
Chrigtian Trade Unions "Taemany {Goxiova, 1921, Dsps)s  Hores
after cited a5 The Progremme an&'Organizaﬁion of the Christian
Trade Uhions of"CE%many, )




' enmenﬁzdf ths-eighﬁeénth eentgry;“l Drs Theodor Brauer, & prominent
advocats of the Corporate State idea, explained the "Christian

‘Dostrine of the CTUs"

,The Christien trade unions certainly reject and oppose
'd1l purely individudlistio economic systems, but i'[t does
not therefore follow that we share the socialist theorys
- Individualism end socialism ropresent two differert
aspeots of humén evolutions Christianity elone can
assign to each of these its appropriate parts In ioppOé@ﬁ
tion to socinlism the Christian movement is a voeatiog'&l
and eorporate movement, not a class movéments ¢ ¥ ¢ »“ .
- Thé Congress &t Bgsen of the CTU was particulérly significant
for it Sl@iﬁ.ed the new unity of the interdencminational Chrige
‘tien Trade Unions and the purely Catholid Unions, The history
of the former disunity is too involved to be présented,| but it
eeemmaa;fram.orgghizational difforences ag well-as religious dise
putegég'%Th@‘rapp?échémﬂnt was brought about by pressurl of the
annual Gorman Bi:js{héps Cénfére‘nee at Pulda ‘only a few woeks before
the Congress opensds The nierger wag undertaken. on the following
bagiss frem the point of view of morality there was to|be no

objecﬁoix in principle to the cdollective stoppage of woJk,-. but

. Emil Ritter, a member of the Center's "nationalscgnservative

wing who: welcomed the von Papen Governmmént in 1932; end |leter

attempted to induce formér Centrists to abandon politiocsl Catholicism
and acoept the Hitler Government, describes Stegerwald.“s; spesch as

of "great historical importance." Stegsi'x.ld in the course of his
address labeled the Weimar Constitution as "foreign inspired” and
centralisn (as seen’ in the Weimar Constitution) as "F&ran.{ch inspireds®
Ritter, Der Wog des politischen Katholizismuas in Deutschland, p. ‘
185; For g vapid account of Stogerwald's speoch 566 The Frogrammp =
and Organization of the Chrigtian Trade Unions of GeTmény, pps 1i»12¢

Ibidsy pe 19a

“For & more detailed avcount of the controversy see| Ibids, pp: sl




' "-'v‘ziid?-?étrike“s"’ and the unjustified employment of faorce
demned; B tmde union organization smst b of guch 'a o

as to ellow ’co those who belong to it ’che liberty of j

Wwere oone :
haractor

1dgi-ng

’crade union ques’ciona from ‘the point of view of religwn e.nd mors

’ ali1:y=,r emd of detamining 'bheir ovin action accordingly

"1atory organe for the regulation of the condit:ons of]

‘ be maintamed a.nd par’cicularly mdustrial arbitra’cion

i 4

-

strangthened.
Adam Stegemld, who dominated the Essen Congreae,

carpenter, &, Bavarian and & member of the famous ¢athol

1

coneile
jabor must
must be-
W&S a former

ic a8800¢

lation of journeymen, the Kolping Assooiation, another pioneer '

Cgthohg Social movement;

© of thé OTU witich ook skape in 1899, end in 1902 he was

ohairmaﬂ of‘ that group, & position he hald for many yoarss

became a member of Prussian Harrenhaus » a.nd in 1919 wasr

of the Na'biénal Assembly as well as the Prussia.n Landes

He had been one of the’ ,origingl leade.rs

appointed
He = -
a' mqmba‘r‘

reysarmlung ;

g.nd in. 1920 he was elected to the First Reichistag as a membér of

the Centor Party.
Welfare in the ‘I'-:’}u':g'sian éabmet and in 1=921 ho was made
of Prussia for a short period of times In 1921 he fou

l newspaper, Der Déutsche, which wes one of Drs Wirth's b:

1
This ‘point wis ineluded at the insiatence of the ¢
trade unidns. -

24
Otto Braun;*Von Weimar e Hitler \New York:

Buropa Verl
Pps. 108-110 NS

)

In 1919 he was appointed to the Ministry of -

Prenmier
1ded a.

tterest

atholio*

o

Far an account of otegerwald’s term a8 Prusaian Premier see

g&: 19h0)o




oritiés‘- Later, under Bruning, ‘he ‘bscame first; Minis

mnnicahions, then,. Minister of habor. mtegerwald- LT
ong man, wae responsible for weakening the left wing 0
-Party.w His authoritarian control of the GTU coupled'w
1enting hatred of aocl&lism and liberalism allowed him
‘ncatholzc wnrkingman away - from cooperation with the
Free Trade Uhions and to wohlen graveLy ‘the German trad:

. movemsnts

s Stegerwald maintadined in the dunlohaaladbaeh agitation

the Center a tribunal opposed to the development of the

1
UQionsgand Social Démooracys Stegerwald made no bones

' determination to subdue soeiaiisme In 1922, on the e:

15

Fanoficam@ -
nuch . a8 amy

? the Center

. th -hit?, unres
to tmrn sLe/fv7
?sagialist

& uniqm
In. Qtto Braun's Von Weimar 2& Hitler Braun staﬁée that

school of

Fres Trade

of his

ue.l Catholio

Day in hunich, he declared his detormination that thanjhtiStian

portion of the Gorman psople would overcome the Social
This atqtemént~w§s made at the geme time Wirth was fran
aﬁt;mpting'to-maint;in'a coalition government i Wh;@h
'VDemocraﬁs.mare ﬁhe‘ﬁoaﬁ powerful groups
reacﬁionéfy politicélly, bub aé,ﬁhe seme time a powsrfu

of éoéwi fé‘fd'z"nis" izi‘ line with Rorun Hovarum

that he regarded the former King of Prussia asg the grea*
3

of the Wbrking elagss” . Certainly hé was an ﬁnemy-of thi

~

e
Ibid., ps 984

N

N
Ibid.,
;Ibidi

oy '

Stegerwald was)an

Demoé?atﬂqg
tically -

bhe soeial

| advopate
otto Br&un claimes

.est-ohémpian

Republie,
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& béliéver in suthoritarien government, an ardent Germdﬁ,natié?@lisﬁ;

as woll as an influential membor of the Centers

Sush an. insidious

and powerful force from within the mdgs following of'”Lamocratic

wing?Vqr{%he éenter could only bring division and dise

ster‘fe the

The futile struggles of the years 1920+1922 exhausted the

democratic wing of the Center Party exictly as Sa6

Democracy had been worn out in the years of 1919«
The Gatholic peasant:y of western and southern Ge
lost interest. in the demooratic Republic, and weér:

pared + a v ¢ to Agree to G, rmAny '8 being reconsti

48§ & congervative and auﬁhoritarian States .The oc

right wing + «+ % « began to gain thé upper hand in

Centsp Paprty from 1923 onwayrds « « & « « The demc
. period of German Catholicism,; which Eraberger had
~inin 1917, wag at.an.end y & o ¢

sigtent failures of the Weimar Republic and of Soc

gl

i980¢

I pre~
tuted
ngérvative
the
oratic

Pshered
In view of the ‘con#

4al Demos

-oracy the leaders of the Christien Tradée Unions al

8 fateful changes Men 1ike Stegerwald were propat

g0 made
>4 to

 éontinue defending the vocational interests of thﬁlcatholio

workers as zealously as evers

‘But they 4id not believe

that the interests of the Catholic workers absolubely neces,

esgitated association with 8ocial

?emocracy and t-
Qf ths demacratic Republic ek E

S‘eegemld and Gentrists of hig 11k believed thet they hlg

ag woll in a oonservative Germany a8 & republioan Gormany

without the obncgxious ties to Soczal Demécracy and indd
11beralismg_ The pagsage of thé Chrisbian Trade Unions

“eanp of their slass enemy" as Arthurnﬂbsénbéfs phrases

defense

Lid'uanatid

into the

it did

repregent e terrible blew to the hopes of Centrists like Wirth who

; y _
sincerely believed in the democracy of Weimar, It is m

to pbinﬁgouﬁ the dteady move toward authoritarianism in

1Arthur Rosenberg, A History of the German Republic

t diffiocult

the Republié

(Londong

Msthuen mnd Company, 1938); Pbs 116=1TTs
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until Hitler olimaxed the trend, and the Christien frade Unions
gt be labeled one- 51gnif10ant force within the Centor which comw

" 'pe1led it to deserﬁ gradually the ranks of thoee pa;t;ae.ﬁhicﬁ ab
'1eaat outwardky claimsd %o be'fepublléana The cru supalied the
r{numerical force together with a lack of ideoleglcal ec'ﬁplevée
: effeot the shif% to the Right within the Centero
| But the trend to the nght was only termed “react Lonary" by
socialists, liberals, party rebels (if they ecan thus be clagsified)
auch as Wirth, end Cetholic intellectuals who soorned the "mechanw
 istie Center" &and th? horny~hended Tradguvnion,leaders who guided
its -s'ocial pelic-'-ie,st.f iaany Catholi¢ intelloctuals leancd to the

left and adopted a’ mystic; 1deallatic Christlan Socialilsm; oy -

jomned the followare of g?ﬁ * Moeller ven den Bnupk-whc called

-h;maelf:e.”revoiutionary.pon@erva§;ve,#' Van éen-ﬁruqk, ag well
a8 Led XIII, despised 1i,be‘m1'ism..'eﬁé: aﬁt'&oked the clasg struggle
e’ﬁédauaé'iﬁ dividsed the Veiku Hb saw in Germany's multiplioity of
. pel:t*caL parties the symbel of German deeey. Fon-geve_nment by
coalition or campramise he had only. cont emptj' But most| "faithiful
“.-Gathoii‘e}s,“ .'rema:ined_ true. to. the C.enter' bet';eb.\.i;&ua~ of 'ﬁte historic .
" role asja defender of the Church, regardless of their foelings
'tewﬁfd‘tﬁevaepublio dr the Gentoyrts alleged shift‘to ooiservatiamﬁ
| :ihefshifﬁfef thelﬁenteﬁ'toward the Right was'not-es first |
perceptible after the fall of Wirthy Nor was the trend considered
"“conservative“ or "reactionary" by Centrists vho eincerely believed

" that the: Soocial Catholic ﬁbvement offered a gynqhesis of society
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dosigned to rid the world of sodialism and the oxcessss of capite -

“alism, ' The inability of the Center's dritios to judge

the ohars

' actér of the Conter upon any other stenderd tut the olass struggle .

‘énd individualisti¢ liberalism has blackened the reputation of

‘i many individuals within the Center who were motivated ]
and hope fbr a battet Reich in a botter world.

| In January 1922 the Center Perty published a signi
‘gram ot its amnual Partoitag, L The "Richtlinien™ (guic
of the Canter Party,, however, reflected little ohange i
CGnter's develOpment. As most Genter prpgrqms” it wag
with génaralities and designed to please every economid
.supp@rﬁyof thekeenﬁerg In ordér to understand thé char
the proéram it is sufficient to pardphrase some of the
and more significant statements containad in its A pre

the Weltansohauung of the pertys, The Centor Party'was

all theichristman peaple*s party, e party gtrongly dete
realize the prineiples of Christianity in the state; in

in ‘econcmic probiems, and in oulturai lifesy The Weltan

y idealiem

ficent proe
ing lines)

n the

roplete

elags in

acter of
gactions
face eipressed
first of

rmined to6

8 oo.i'etyi

schauung -

wae clearly‘a;evated,abqve party politicsy Aithough‘do

was mads of the "Hepublio" by neme, the Center claimed

;For the complete toxt of the January 1922 Program
Geschichte dor deutsghen Zentrumspertei; VIII, 3 369=378;

¥iTholx Wormsen and Guenther rrang, i deutsohen Parte!

mention

for 1tself

goe Bachem,
also see
Lprogramme

(Leipsig: 1931, n.p,), pps; L8584
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o -
#ha-rbid.éf'the7¢¢onstitutional partyg“l The Centert's| goal; as ..
woll aé ﬁhatnof the Catholic Churchj was_the;ideal,g' dition, the
 ?912$§€aat;>whi§h-Was to be determined by the will of khé peoplefq"‘
through odnstitutional meanss The Center repudiated the "elass .
state™ :for the Yoikﬁﬁtaat,‘wheré‘all clasges would bo represented

in a hqrmonious{synthesiﬁ.of economic and social cl&ssaéQa Al}

The evasion of the Center Party toward the term "Republio cons.
tinued until 1925 whén Wirth'forced the issué in the ahnual Parteds
tag over the opposition of Stegerwald and the right wing, and atfained
an official resolution which' fecognized thé parliamentﬁry-demooratlo

. Republic as that form of government which met the Soci@l-politicel
-aspirations of the Partys, Aecording to Emil Ritter not until 1925

. wag the Center officlally cormitted in support of the .epublican

form of, governments Ritter, Der weg dee polltiachen Katholisismus

in Deutachland, e 135,

: The social policy of the Centor and ‘the CTU, in general prin-
oiplas, was founded upon the idea of Arbeitsgemeinschaft which implied
& solidarity of v5cations and classes” and more particulerly of cole
laboration Yotween" emplqyers and workerss Arbéitsgemeinsgchaft, in -
the sense of Labor<Capital cooperation, was one of 'dominating
ideas of Rerum Hoverum; “The great mistake made in regard to the
patter now under oconsideration is to take up with the ﬁatlon that
¢lass is naturally hostile %o cléss, and that the wealthy and the
wcrkingmen are intonded by neture to live in mutual conflicts So
irratiohal aud so false is this viewg that the direct éontra:y is

the trutis Just as the symmetry of the human frame ia [the resultant
of the disposition of the bodily members, so ih a& Statd i it ordained
by netiare thay theséd two olasges should dwell 4n harmoﬁy and agrees

- ment, ahd should, as it were, groove inte’ one ancothsr, Jso as to
mﬂintain the balanée of thé body bpolitics Each needs |the other:
Capital cannot do without Labor, nor Labor without Capital PR

@ »" Rérum Nevarum (1891); Arbeitsgemexnschaft ag an-
appedssr of olass warfare; achicved great prominence following the
World War when industry initiated Labor<Management eooébratlon
gohemes -as (from the &cociglist end commnist point of view) counters
revolu%ionary novements to offset the plans for nntinm,‘1zation of .
‘industrys. The Works . COunclls ‘Program was 4n eutgrowth of the united
démands .of Christian and sociglist worldngmen for a shebs 1n e
management of indust:y. Stegerwald at the Essen Congregs of the CTU
doolared that the worker ought to shere in the omership end the |
product of the undertaking, but he qualified his statement by decdlaring
that reorganization of industry must in no way limit indiv1dual init-
iative, - "An economic system must be found which in no ﬂay excludes the
- free initiative of the leader of industry or of a single undertaking,
Contralization set up by the state and boginning at the"top instead
of at the bettom would in no circumstances lead to the ?esired end,"
The Progremme and Orggnlzation of the Chriet;an Trade Uaions_gg Gors.

mamy, ps lfe '

o i - —



‘aiaaseétmns%~bear the staatggewalﬁ.(executive power ).
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A reminder

of the iCenterts traditional defenso of federalism wig Sessi in the

statemsnt which denounced centralism as oppofied to the

Volkscharaktor, The Center visualized itself as the p

Gornmhn

rotedtoy 6F

-"roligiqga-freedam'oﬂ-canSQiénaé guarantesd undes the 6Lnstituﬁioni

" and the Center vowsd to fight auy.Spiritual‘or‘moial d6eomposition

n the Reich,
",naﬁionaa hoalth and the fertile soil of all powerd éf ¢
'-maﬁif@s%dﬁiens@'TAé-was customary in all Center progran
éactioﬁJwas réserved for the "youth questions® The Cer

the rights of the Churoh and femily towerd the rearing

- It considered nabional norality as the gymbol of

ultural
s & largeé
ter reitéerated

of the child

ané 1t resented undue 1nterference uy tha state ‘although it rocoge

nized t@at the~state-must have & share in the eduoation of the

natién'é\ybuthg
“jnaﬁuﬁalffighﬁ ofichristian parents,.

Section one outlined the foreign poliqy of the CGen
German people must héve equalization of rights in inter
affalre, the Treaty of Versdilles must be rev1sad &8pe’
border prob&ems;;th@ decaa1og on Colonies mﬁd@ at Veor sa:

be ebrogated; Germiny's entrande into the League of Nat]

The denbminationai school was defended as &

ter; The
1atioﬁa1
Lially on

1les mush

ons muab

dégend‘uébn its recoénition/aavan equal with the major powers

" Y 1
and disarmment must. be likewise equitable,

A
{ .

; .

In & lotter to D'Ahernon in July 1922, Josef Tirt)
the viewpoint of the "Republican Center™ on the League o
Wirth perscnilly favored the League idea despite the ™On

expreossed

If Nationge
ime of Upper

Slleaia," but he was certain that German publio opinion and the

i
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E ‘S{éctio‘n '&vto' was concerned with internel affairs.| The Center

dema.nded a .,trong coahtxon type- u'overnment which adviocated a

vigorous ‘worker *s: program; the securlty organ, the Reichswohr,
gt b@-"mgulate:cl_ from po},ztical propaganda; the bureaucraoy migh
“be efficient end loyal o the govermment to provide mational
‘ordsy and 'ég.iaa’biet&dministrationya continued ei-"for# must be made-
'. to -Widén' 'lgce;i-‘ gel fegovernmenty.
’Ssg“c_‘c;;l.oix"thfeé dealt a..’élle'ng’-‘ﬁh with financial ang. bax pol-iéié-s.;l
First of all, ~1_’c§e bu.dge-‘t.must ‘bs balanced; ‘chéré_ mst be rigid
soonomy in all :'Qha:s.é's' ».!9.,?’ mvémenﬁ' Reich,vgggggg and local
govermnent- taxes which hfmdered sconomic~technical development -
must bs proh:.bited- tax dodgers and - thoae "Who - smuggled capital fram
ﬁhe' Reich mst -be gought :»oufr and” pi'-e"saou‘aed; . large-v families and
' small investors should be apared from um*euSonable tax| burdensy

~ Section i‘our, was concerned with economic end labor queétibné’-*.;a‘

Wilhelmbtrasse offloialdom would need further argumentei before they
would be convinced, The League, 'in Wirth's opinion, wes too closely
identified with Versailles, ' The great quéstion was whe'ther Gormany
would be admitted upon cdmplete equality and within th%l "inner ociréle™
of the great powerss In addition Gormany must be’ guaranteed that’
the Allies would relinquish thé "humiliating declara.‘bion (war guilt)
of Versailless Wirth, in ruply to DVAvérnonts query e.blouﬁ the
slowmess of German disarmament, said tha® German disar nt had
beén slow becausé the "league & & 4 ¢ had not been trugl+ & « +» to
its ideals. " D*Absrnon, The Diery of an Ambagsador, 1T, 62#63.
-—-—-—-—-w-q-g-

“For & summary of the Center*s fmancial policies 506 _Bachen,,
Gesohiohte dar deutsohan Zentrmnspartei ix, 258«263.4 SR

For a complet;e acoount of the gooial, eeonomie a.nd labor pol-
icies of the Cénter Party in the post-war psriod see Ib-Ld., 13241625
also ses Dessauer. Das Zentrum, pps 28325




The govsrnment must have & social and econdmic policy
alleviate the lot of the Germen people and solve the i
;px:obl_em;: the Conter condemned the excesses of individy

it was}.mani-fésted 4n ruthless .capit;aiism; -the party. re
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which would
nemplcymént

aliem ag

¢affirmed its

faith in privats nropez‘ety; and the system of competitive usiness

_'enterprise, but orily whon compstition served tho- Geme

Aokl { gou=

eral w@lfare); the . syndioates, monopolies and all buai

aesS'enthﬁ

prises which combined to.fix prices above the. natural ﬂevel

_'WErs oondamed‘ *he full develOpment of’ agriculture aas

q]&siWQll a3 protection of trade and cammerge; the wumanl

Fole was defined as that of-Mutter urid Hausfrau, altho

called for
& economié

1gh the Cene

Loy tactfulky boasted of. the Germén woman's gre&t share in the

1
national edonomy § sacxal degurity and laws for the pr

Qf labor were to be extended and anlargéd;-h&rmful bud
ulation wis condemied and 4 demand was made that it B

fL
LA ot

1The Conter was often called & "woman's party” as

ytoction of |

1nsss §pece

halfbdi,

a ldrge

. pertentage of 1t& votés came from faithful Catholic women.

Gers

tainly without female suffrage the Cénter's stfength wéuld have

suffered much more than it did after the war,

the vithdrawal of ths mens Slightly over 50 per cent

Catholic msn - ware
gradually turning away from the. Center, but the women bal

iced. .

Pias céthouc

men voted for the Center Party, tut the larger percentd&e of Cathw
olic Centér voters among the women rajsed the total Cat holié avers.
age support of thé Center %o nearly 60 per céat. 3cha L;, vie

doutschén Hatholiken und die Zentrumspartei, Pe. 763 Anothé"‘Ih- .
teresting study. of Johannes. Sohauilis W
-utilized in an article in Commouwaal compares thé suppor
Conter ty. good faithful CaTholios -_'kenntnxstreu) and
‘whé only nominally supported their Churchy , Of those wh
- Baster Communion €9 per cent. voted for the Center Party
Doc8mber elections of 192l; while the national average
- Catholics vobing for the Center was 58s1 por cents
'"How the German Catholics Vote," chmonweal, XII (1930)

ioh John Ba &aé

-Joh!

on hae

rt; of the
,atholics

o took .

in the
for all

1 By Mason;.




" 8oction five, reoiteratsd the platitudes of the pr
wes od@cenqéd with the peoplets welfare and EBEEEE? 1
defined the Genter's attituds toward education and re
desiraé of the Centér foertate.an=religioua cooperat
; myques'ﬁi?onﬁo _ »

The yoars 1920+1922 dontdin in part the élue aa %
Center waS‘Willing to énter coalitions with the. GPP an
Nationdlisty to remain in the gOVernmanti It is impos

record ’ Jen evolution towards conservatlsm or to note a
thch nerked a new course for the Cemter Party away fr

politidal roform towerd bourgeois esondmic and 300161'

123

ofaces 1§

+ furthey

pated the

ion upon

o why the

d later the
sidle to
aurning'pOint
ym social and

roliciess

It is i@pcssiblei‘béﬁguee=thsre‘gae no evolution, no turning point

and no hew courseé.

basicelly selfish in order to gecure its peculiar cler]

Phe Center refused as a party to recdognizé the Republic

The Center's SuppoFt of the constil

tution was
ocal progrem;

a3 that

form-of‘governmenﬁ under which the Center could realiszé its pro%

gram until 1925; although theré were many individuals i
Party who professed républicanisn, and the Cembor prove

defender of the gaine of the Ropublic if not the form G

The Center continued to openly denounce liberalism and

while it profedsed to defend a "liberal consbitution”

;n the
d o bs a
f the Republics

gocialism

and to ally

with the Soocial Demoordts as the protectors of the‘éerman wbrkinga

mene

which could reconoile the Treaty of BrestwlLitovsk to &

underétanding withbut‘annaxationg“'wasuequal to incongr,

The Center Party was equel to every contradiction

« A party
'veace of

il ties which




12,

mightvhave destroyed & party soieky’dévoted to pdliﬁich p}in0191685

The "Perlod of Catholie Democraoy was the period

.CGnter s left W1ng ‘did exért ite groatest influences

when—tha

It Was:thé

conoluaion of the briaef period when thé left wing gpoke for the

E entire canter Party BErgberger and Wirth held commandi

tiens in the govermmerit as representatives of "Catholic

ing posie
Democracy,"

_ but-they neVer represonted the bulk of the Center Partys The

majority 6f the party yielded %o expadiéncy to support

of the party whioh appedared to ropresent the Zeitgeist=

the fadtion

- The C%U

- and the peasant groups proved to be the on;y.mgss=9uppart avqilabie

within the electorato of the Cefiter whioch might have e
' rapublgi'c_i_. ‘but the peasants were by nature ultre ¢onser
~the CTU wis in the hands of enemies of the Republie; 14

‘vohement opponents of coopération with Social Démoorady

ideological and réligious barrier which prevented & uni

pportédnu
atives; and
béralism and
+ The

bed German

lebor movement prevented a labér movement in the Centez's left wing

veised uﬁdn clags aspirations in favor of coopération wi

th a capitals

igtic system intent upon rratichaligation of industry and the re~

duotion of labor's sharé in productions The Cénterts labor support; .

which' should have furnishéd the bulk of its "1iberal”

lotes; passed

out of the lands of republicens like Wirth and inte the! control

of Stegérwsld, Brining and Prelaté Kaas, Ersberger and Wirth

atﬁemptga_to prevent this trend; and they tried to urge closer

cooperation with thé Social Democrats, but neither could repudiate

-the’&qgﬁa 6f the Catholie éebial Movemént or the German| Bishops who




. Stegertald's charge that the constitution was "foreign

gave support o th.é\ right winge
The essential consérvatism of ~So.§ia1.,catheiici:em al
opposition of the Catholic Church to individuslistic 14

were forces which undoubtedly weakened the Republic, T

125

nd the -
boraliam

he gupport

the Cemter afforded.to the Repudblic and the c¢onsbitution ms.-not-

- baged upon considerations of principle, faith or even desirey - -

expressed the opinion of the majority of the Center Far

tagk of the Center Party was to reconcile the anti-libe

inspired”
by« The -

individualistic and antiesocialigtic tenets of the Social Cathélic

Movement with a Republic whose cdonstitution was ‘o‘harg'e'd
eralism and individualism, and whose "most republican” |
a socielist partys By the fall of Wirth it was apparen

Center had Pailed o achieve the task, and that the sur

with 1ib=
arty wag
. that the

ge .f'o_r

.
power by the Center's loft which Erzberger had initlated in 1917 .

had subsided into e trickles The way wis open for the.
‘of the Center intc & écnservative govermments.

ntrante.




CRAPTER VI

~

In the interlm,between the fall of the Wirth Cablna

-

appointment of the nexd Cantrist chancellor, Wilhelm Ma,
fﬁovember 1923, the Center Fartr played a secondary role

' government. Germany was oonfronted with & geries of crL

the Ruhr Invasion, the revolt in Bavaria, ths revolt in

3

’and the»oomplete failure of the German monetary system

prevented the nbrmal operatlen of party government. Vha

prlnciples and political ideas the German "moderate par,

€

possessed wgre sacriflced Yo save the Republic in the ¢
"ational interest."

" The Cente? ?arty wag more willing to depart from no

parliamenﬁa:y procedures than the other mambers of the Weimar

Coalition, tut the Center s§till ppcve@ to be a 1aya1 sug
of the republican constitution and a defender of the pa:

It was a consistent supporter of the policy of fulfillme

strong ally of the only greaet political leader to emorge

the Weimar Republic, Gustav Streéemann; and a stubborn
of the Nationalists and the right wing of the GPP who w
destrqyed the sonstitution and the poliqy of fulfilliment

"oonservative~national" interests.

T
g

Thé Center proved t¢
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»192l

t and the
x-ini

in the.
808 W&
Saxony,

= which ‘
t- .pa'rty _

ies"

Luse of

romal

porbes

ty systems

nt,AA
during
pponent
uld have
to gerve

be an




agreeable partner. of the Demoorats on sSocial legislatio
such questions a8 hours of labor and unemployment insur
It refused to support the Social Demoorats in their int

:_opposition to any saorifices from Labor. The Center Pa

127

1 and on
ANCE%
rangigent

~ty program

Waé 8 roflocticn of the balance of eoconomic interests within the

;pérty, Thslmidépoint‘was thé bourgeois ocenter; therefo

Center Party presented a bourgeois social and ecomomic

It aédéptéd the monstafy theories of the extrgmé-conser

and hesita¥e& to press for stabilizatibn,'but‘this did
that the Center had abandomed its labor support or bocs
&ecépteé the oounéél of-éonser%ati%e ecenomié and finaﬁ
experts that it had baeome a party of laissezwfaire cap
The Center continued to press for the 1deals implicit 1
- Sociael Catholic-Mavementa
,capmtalist or the proletariat in its gtrivings for a st

would eliminate olaee warfare.

- th@
OTOogTrams

vatives

not. mean

1o it g

cial

ltali 8m.

the

It refused to accépt ‘the px’o'gram of the

ate which

The importance of the Center Party remained *n itsaparliamsnr

tary position,
' 1922a192h‘with0ut the consent of the Cénteyr ?arty; The
'Party 1n91eted that it exercised its pivotal positlon f
good of the Republicy to appease the class struggle, t

for a cOntinulty of policy no matter which parties comp

vcoalitlon, and to act as a vigilant, defender of bhristi
oiples in government reoardless of the eomposition of t

nents The enemies of tho Center have charged that it e

A cabinet could not be formed during the .y-e'ars

Centér
or the -
o provide

ased the

an prins

he governw

xacted a




-. ap—— T TR
e

. @ party gervernment in Ebertis eyess

price for:ite entrance into every cabinet, but.the accu
unjustified in the years in question, The hallmark of
Perty was modéraﬁidn in all questicns with the exceptio

clerical questionss

. eha,r.a;cste'r of the Center Party, but e political necessit;

wag . forced upon-thé party ly the indbmp'ati’bility of its

-fagctiongs

JMbderatioh wasfnot;a reflection of!
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sation is

theé Center

n of
the benign -
y which

dissinilar

The fall of ths Wirth Ministry had oreated a vaowim in thé

party W’étém.» The Cen’ﬁ»er hn‘nbu‘néei&f ‘that h‘ecause its be
had been orucified by the action of the othsr parties it
refuse to allew one of its members to assume the ¢chanceé

The other partles were passed ovelr by Ebert, and & non¥

loved Wirth

- would
Llorehips’

arty chans

collor and & reproséentative of ”big'buainsss“'waS'appointed;

Wilhelum Curio, & shipping magnate end the head of the Hat

Anerican Line, sucée-'eded Wirth as chanesllory Hi appo

DU G

L tment

wag heatedl,,r crlticl'red by the parties of the ’Veimar Ooahtion,

tut President ubert wis convinéed that the criSis which
faced oalled’ for & "strong govemmsnt" which 1 wag. the en’

Among the Mgabinet

the Reich
tithesis of‘

of experta™

fo_méd by Cuno wore two Centristsés’ Heim'ich Brauns. pe

Mini -é‘her‘ of Laboryt

Brauns wag & priest and an ardént advocate of Soocial La*

He was a'qincere friend of labor, a believer in extensis

T S 3 .
. ‘Brduns wag Minister of Labor from May 1921 until .

emiié.l

and Count Andreas Eennes. mnister af Fmanoa.

o gocial

June -19285




ized laborérs; Brauns was a slerical redctionaryse

business? we Stinnes, Thyssen and the industrialists of]

27, the Reparations Commission, opposed by the Britlsh,

legislation end a longetime fighter for sooial reforms
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But Brauns

wag listed in the right wing of the Center Farty, end to the Sooial

Democdrats and Communists who represented most of Germany's organs

Hormes was &

éonﬁé?vativeg the leader of the Christian Landworkers! Movement and

a wellsknown figure in the congervativée agrarian wing of tho'cen-

tery

As Minister of Finance he followed the diotates of

"vig

tho GPP..

The péculiar scoial composition of the Center Party proyided ministers

for eny type of cabinet %« revoluticnary, leftist, moderate, consers

vative, or redctionsarys

The disoipline of the Center Party forced

all wings of the party to unite in support of any govermment in

within its ranks.l

?he outgtanding event which éocurred during the pe
the Cuno Hinistry was the invasion of the Ruhr by the F

Belgian armies on January 11, 1923

which the Center was represented and no rebols were pe-mittéd

riod of

rénch and

The Allied Governmmentsa had

rofused to consider the Germsn proposals for @ reparations settles

ment submitted on November 13 by the Wirth Ministrys O

. December

declared

Germany in default and opened the way for the invasion whieh N

1Th9re were éxceptions to this statement:
sentative of the Center Farty in the Prugsian Diet, was
rebel upen the Ceénter's reactionary flank, and Josef Wir
the Party for a time in September 1925 when he objected
close cooperation of the Center with the Nationalists ir
Cabinet,. _

Von Papen; a reépres=

4 notable
th deserted
to the

. the Luther




ocurréd two wesks laters Germeny's counterattack to t
wag 'é'pQQ;jé'ive raﬁi&énge.;"
of every political party =< even the Communiste backed
times The Center was perticularly vehement in its prot
large pércténtage of its elosctors 1ived in the affected-
gomcalled i’o_déu’piéd terri‘borieég.g"-i The working classes

Ruhr, @ large portion of them Catholic and membors of ¢

130

he "invasion”

Pagsive resistance became the program

it for a .

sty as &
areas; the
of the

ho CTU}

were oxtiemély hostile t6 the Fremch iﬁvasiong but the workers .

wore given little chance to resisty The polidy of Gies

horts, the

Center's chief delegate to the Paris Peace Conforence, was rever

, 2 : '
~carvied outy The coal mines were not flooded; nor did

and workers unite to defy the French demandgs There wa
show of resistance; and the press continued to glorify

"f'd"q:fpnsé,‘"' but pasgive registance was in reality a sham

/

the ovmera
y a brief
the Germen
The

2 [

interpretation of pasgive resistance by Arthur ';Reaenbe‘fgj is the’

Y
¥

genérally acceptod onoy

The general stirike with. .which.the workers of the Ruhy

district proposed to meet the invasion of the Fren
~and Belgian troops did not take places
ted by the minewowmers ¢ « & & ¢

oh
It was preven-

The goscalled passive

resistande of Gérmeny in the year 1923 is realiy a]|

. fable 4 w % W w

The German workers weré at that time

ready to make ény sagrifice, but the great industrie.lis’cs
were unwilling to forgo their profits 4+ & ¢ & passive

resigtance was from the vwary outset a patheti.o and
hearted proceeding T T L

T . - ,
D'Abemon, The Diary

\

_9.'_:_1_ Am aeador, II, 120,

2
Supra, P4 67&

3Rosen‘r»erg,, The German Repubhc, PP 181-182. :

halfe
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" . 'But the problems which acoompanied the i:;n.ra“gidh\};}{&i thé Ruhy' . -
were real -a,nd;' omindus to the security of the Re‘i-._,éh_;,a.' In flation .
reachéd impossible pﬂpofﬁions.,._, The attacks of Right and Left. .
‘éxt:jemis-es in Bévérm and Saxony split tha»x.x'a*cibn on ideological
. grounds and- Qois‘ed & threat to the'.unity of the Reioch vrhich Was -
far more serious then the danger  during the revolutions Between
January and Augus*ﬁ;@;{” however, ne: political party spoke of Suhhis_sion.il '
~ The serman"-gévemmmt submitted ¢f_i‘ere?s t6 the French but they were
!‘ejeoted.a By Jime deily riots ac;eompéniéd the growing discontent
Wi‘bh the Cuno "d6 nothing" policys The Center's official newspeper,

Germenie; bsgan the disoussion for & new govermment. It peprosented

* the Cund goveiriment as politically banlkrupt and c¢alled for a new
and stronger governments Gerfianie was often & harbinger of the
’(sen{:-:ér"-‘ss gzél‘iciﬁ,s‘.@ but 1n this iﬁéta;ncé'the. Centey Party officielly
denied that the &rticle was ixispiréd by thepartv.3 It! does not
é'e"éx'ﬁ; re&"éona-blé- that the Center wquld.\hol;ﬁffe_ dé’éir'ed to i'ln_hérit the
dlfficulties whioh ﬁmed Cuno. 'I'he Center frequen‘bly capitalized
on religioua mar'l:yrdom in its. history, hit- it never aoul;ht pol—-

® L -

itical martyrdom. The excitement étxrred up by Germaniu contimzed,

but, no party m.s willing to prsse for a new government'

EBrie Sut'con, eds and trans, s Gustay Strosemann; Hi
58 -and Papers (New York: - The YRcWLllan Company; )
66, Here 'FEer eiEd as Sutton, Gustav ‘"tresema.nnv '

w 1

!

See Bargzmn, T‘ze ILstory of Repm atlons, PPs 191-2053

3Su’c‘lson, Gustav Str%ema.nn, I, 724..

1)




~ Party;. Marx proposed thé following programs the immeds

zmentl of e gold fund large enough to finenocs the doqui

© 'On’ August 9, Cuno, in the . faeé of suﬁ%aiﬁsd¢attapk

hig ministry, -demanded & vote of confidenceés  In:the ds

132

8 againgt .

"which followad the Center!'s Relchstag spokesmam,iWilhslhn Marx,,

stpesged the need: for coopération.in the. work of. re-scuiLg Gormany

from the perils whiceh éurrounded her. In the name of the . Center

s

neégégsary foodstuffs end to stablize the currency, the

ate ostablishe
gition of

of new opportunities for- s6und investment, dnd the attaimment of

budgetary eduilibrium by means of .economy messures and
texations The Center, Marx conoluded, favored giving t
ment full authorization to pub such & program into e£fe

Cunot's Ministry was unwilling‘té take the bold ste
Eare nec6$saq¥*to.8tabilize the currency and to place t
economy upon & sound footings On .August 12 the szo go
fell from .Offié',,e';;.ﬁ The cauds of ity fall-wes ncﬂ;;» paséiw

anoe, but ths weakness of Cuno's resistence policy. st

heavier

e governs
1
Sty

ps whiéh
he Gorman .
rerament
> regligbe:

rogemann

stressed ths inept polioiea of $he. Cuno Mlnietry, He called for

1sadership whlch would be wllllng to face unpovular1ty

order out of chaos¢ In-the-weeka of debate before. Cuno

wes. he Who was appointed ¢hancell.qra;2'

~ Helperin, Gormany Tried Demoeracy; pe 257§ also s
Gugtav Stresemanfiy I, [6+19s

A

2 - -
~Ibldy

to bring
S fal ];_?

,,.and it

o Sutton,




Por the first time in the brief history of the Rep
ﬁ*a:quéntly»»disc\{aaed "Great Coalition™ was formed by St
fhsvsobiél~Deﬁ60?até,~who'had refused to.cﬁaleag;undez:
1e&der.s;ﬁip during the Fehrenbach end Wirth Ministries,

the. govermmént under Stresemenn, the .leader of a party

repragented tho huge industriel combinations in Germanys

word three Centrists in the cabinets Brauns, Minister
Johannes. Fuchg, who.undertook the difection of a pew mi
- oroatoed by Stresemann, the Ministry of Occupied Territo

Hooflo; Binister of Posts and Telegraphs, who gained no

nblic the
resemaan,
Centrigt
sntered - .
which -

. There - .
of Labors,
miaéiy...
riesy Anton

terioty

in 1925 when he was apcused of the mistise of Fost Office funds

and was dismiesed from office and prosecuted, -Fuchs wa
a8 wig Dre Luther; the new nonepertisan Winister of Foo
Agrioulture; who later beéame.Ministervof Finanée in th

cabinet of Stitesemenn and chancellor in Jenuary 1925,

bitterly sttacked the "livoral" ccinpbsiticn of the cabi

3 gn expért,
i and

3 gecand

The Right

1et;.but

Stresemann, who at this time wae convinced of . therneceaaity fbr the

inclusxon of %he Social Damocrata, vigorousky defended

his cabineot,

L ThaAcharaoter of the new cabinet is fixed»uy,cixc
of its origing

it was built up on a parliamentary|

15 tances
basis,

and came into.existence at an excéptional time that calls,

for mich exércise of rosponsibility +  « w &
and great decisions & ¢ « + demand the concentrati

11 those forces that 1ie behind the constitutional

of the state.a

3. '-

The Great Coalltlon included the focidl DSmocrats
crate, the Centrists, gnd the GFP

Great oriees

En of .
idea ..

the Demo«

‘goo Sutton, Gustav stresemann,

3*85¢ . ' . -
2 - -
Ibi@é; pPe S




on Septamber 6 at a meeting of the foreign press,|

o/ delivered a-spegch which prepared the way for the aban

13h

Stregomann

nment-qf

passive. rosistanes, . "The - great.man knowé when to yield
-éampiiance=inw@&l;matexial things; but unocempliance in
‘foﬁéfman soil, of which not one ftone must be sgecrifioc
" q,§?1 The Cénter FParty récoénizéd the realities of the
passive resistance and 1ikswﬁ§el§ieparedsto yields In.

E Wésk_of.Septémber~thé Cenﬁerfs-ﬁhihelan& ergﬁuivthe‘xgl

§tpesemnnn?s.speeeh on september 6 it began to retreats
Center Party had begun e policy which it continted as 1
Stresemann lived; support of ths foreign policy advecat

mann a8 thé policy of practic&l_po;ltios; on- September

T e

thro -défenge

ad § ¢ %

-policy of .
the first
Eut after -
The

OB A8

od fy Stresos

25; the

Premiers of. the German Egndé?@ the Reich cabinet and influential

party leadsrs mﬁﬁ‘ta,diSCuSS.abandoning pasgive ropista
' ﬁniiling,-thb‘represantative of the Bavarién'ﬁecple’S:P
“the Bavarianinemiér; veoognizea‘ﬁhat fosistance must b
or the German ‘economic and - finenoial suructure would di

% ¢ &« +« But that the outrage to justice and the br

of the’ tYreaty invelved in the Ruhr invesion and ros

nized by England still stood, and that the treaty,
' had been invalidated by the invasion; coald no lon
regarded a8 bind;ng.a : .

ces Von
rty and

5 abandonsd
yintegratos
5a6h

ogs

which
ﬂar,ﬁe

The fblloving day the Foreign eommittee of the Reiehstag met to

dissuss. the. gitustioni Ehs-centegg Party wa.s agstrong-supporter

1vida, ps 203

| gibidi; pé 1321334




of Stresemannt's décision to yield,' The.cbmmittee.ovef;

tests of the Natidualist Party and worded an appeal to. the German

ode. the pro=-

peopie»6Xpiaining-é%giactions of the gévetnménﬁ§¥ SRR PR

o After pas.s‘i‘\vr'e.v rosistance m‘s,. abdndoned Stresemamn tiorned to
the other grave problems mhich.aonfrOnfed-%he-Reich@  Iawag-ené
ﬂféﬁf’édz"»’ﬁo g&in support to his call for unity, Stresemdnn wrots
GQrdinal.Faulhabér”of Munich;Q, Cardinﬁl'Faulﬁabera'thBAgreatbsk
Catholis pérsonage1nﬁheuneichglreplied-to«strassmanéhggglgg for

" 1lgw and order in Bavaria with o gtdatement which was a notadls . .

exprogdion of the attitude .of the Church toward the Republics

I nhave never concealed the fact that I regard the federals
istic bias of the Weimar Constitution es 4 gtatosmanlike
neeessity, to put An end to the creeping pest of ¢ivil
WAr ¢« & %« & ¢ I have nover concedled my conviotion that
81l the educational legislation of the Reich affedting . .
dlementary schools was calcoulated to thieaten ths hithers
" %0 ‘recogniged Catholic sghools, and thus. -i;nter'ﬁ'erél with.
the parents? freeddm of conséience and destroy confidence
+ -, in. thé Reich among wide. .esirdles of the p@pula’cion-Lg: .. %
4 & But all this should only be brought about by 'cons 3
- dtitutionel and bloodless methodsy not by. revolt 4.« ¢ #° .

In order tefcargumvent the possibility of.a deéd;cok in.the -
‘Réichs%ag :S'tre'se,zlx;énn resorted to . the fisst éﬂenﬁ:ﬁ'é usfe;' of Aj‘tio}e
L8, the sosecalied "dictator éléuae,-“ bub to . combat the jarmed 're,vo{lts

| in Bavaria and in Saxory he felt the need fcr-an'ag}ho;iny7wifh

T

‘Por the text of the appeal see Idids, pe 1534

Q%of 4he text of Stresemamn's letter see Ibid., pe 127=128y
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swaoping powersy’ Before the desired Enabling Act was foréed through

the'Reichsﬁég he empowered the Reiohswehr Minister, Gesgler, to des

clare a state of sisge and to resort to the use of drmed forée to

restore law and ordér, The suppression of Leftists re
largely in Saxony, was carried out with ruthless dispat
' dsfiancé of the Rightists olements in Bavaria was treaet

than a‘subordinatgamember@-.With;n the Reichstag the pai

over the manner in which the revolts should be liéndleds

7018,

n, wt tho
3d with great
| power rather
ties split

The Nas

tionalists blemed the Leftisto oléments for the disturbinces;, and

the So¢ial Democrats placed the greatésé emphasis upon 1

6f the Right in Bavarias Thé Center condemned oxtremis

the dsfiance

5 of both

wings, but it was careful to refrain from criticiszing the mubiny

of Bavarid,

attaok the legal defenge of the Bavarians; but éven more

'lc'elnf-_,.'a{'sf a Catholis party the Center wus not willing t
onesthird of the Catholic eleétorate in Germénys The Ce
regarded the défedtion of the BPP from the'CGntef Party

porary conditiens The C'efnte’z"’ admitted that the only cor

a5 & defender of foderalism the Center hesi

tated to
signife
aliennte
nter dlweys
ag a toms

dition

which preventsd & rapprochement wag the particularist tendencies

VlArt
"Should the public order and safety be seriously disturi
_threatened, the President may teke the necessdry measur;
_ restore public order and safety; in case of need he may

foredé ¢ & « ¢ 6nd he.may for the time béing dedlare the

rights of the citizen (liberty of persen, liberty of spd

aggombly, and 1nviolab111ty of private property) wholly
in ebeyance,"

icle hﬁ gave the President great emergenay, powersy

ed or
s %o

]use armoed

Ifundemental
sch, of
or partly




of the BP?ii'iﬁhiie'tﬁé“Center Parby condemned the reactionary . soc

continued

ial and political policles of the Nationalist Party, it

to court the affections of its Bavarian -+ but Catholie

‘pért; thé BPPs The Centor did not’ join the Soeial Demo;

the Democrats in -condemaing the contempt of the Bavarid

| opublican constitution, & dooumént which the Center Pa

~s_Gounter.
orats and
g Loy the

by on other

‘océasions defended with almost religlous zealy The Cenber thus -

found itself in an incongrucus situation which would ha

' ‘& party motivated so]_ely by poli‘bical principlea, butt

re injuréd

he - Centor

Party which was oftén ridiculed és en absurdity was eéqual to -

-incqngruitiesg It maintained a discreet silonce, and &
attention to less provecative matterss

wlnsadditioﬁ £a kﬁe Baverian question, and the form
thé Ingbling Act; the other great Guestion faced by the
mann minisﬁry“was the eight=hour days '  The attitude of
.'Pérty.oﬁ the aighﬁéhgur doy was determined by the Chris
‘Untons, &nd it was a détqrmining factor in the orientat
Conter €6 the Right undsr Cuno end gtresemanns The cla

Christian and Socialist labor policies has beeén previocu

but it mist be consténtly peiterated in order to unders

_inability of two great labor parties to see sye to eye

labor policiess The ideal of the TV was Arbeitsgemein

arned its

1letion of

Streges

the Center

sien ' Trade

Lon of the -

sh between

s1y disoussed,
tand ‘the

5n bagie

schaft which

implied cotperation with capitalism; while the secialish goal was

‘Bachem; Geschichte der deutschen Zentrunspartei,




the overthrow of ¢apitalism end the nationalization of

The ¢TU 8oon -aft?r the révolutien had advl

produstioni
i'fz".é;-‘bibn of the ¢oalimines, but it -soon withdrew the 'pr
ol asaerted that netionel interests and: 1nduetrial pr

prlorlty over the selfish desires of aqy one- class. o

I:cated

5P9’ﬂ'a.io:;i "'
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‘the moans of
hationeals

“fhe

sperity have

_he all know that ‘trade union lii‘e ‘eannot develop and -

f'lour:l.sh unless industrial life revivea. 'The two
-‘clesely bound . together 5 o' & « ' Today (November
_the worker mugt work suoh hours 4s will insure %o
ma.ny such & volume of production that she will be'

~ %0 recover £ro Q her distress a.nd attai.n e cer‘bain
oi’ prosperity;™ s

»

.4

The CTU was willing £6. trust the industrielists, 4o @

omioc pr_’dg_x-"&ni’df “big business;™ end to voluntarily ‘reli

eight=hbur day in the interest of ;gréa{:ér German’ p?éSpe’nitvgu

is o grave mistake to essumd that an overwhelming ‘g jor
_ "rauk&nd ‘file™ Pavored the policies of Stegerwald and’
Braun-s,ff but there Was no open revolt within the ranke a

‘until the election of 1928, when the Center Party lost

voters largely as a regult of its evolution towdrds don

It is equally a migtake to astume that all thé members

L

ISee Internatisonal La.bor Office; The P¥op 'T;annne‘-_ and;

:oz the Ghriatian Trade Unions of Germa.zw, 'pp;,'..:'

albid., Pe 13, ',

are
1921)"

Gors
able S
measpre ‘

épt thé" econe
nguish the
o
ity of the
Hoinrich

£ the 01T -

175, 000
servaﬁiam;?

of the CIU

g

Organization

IJ OTU wae

shewn by the rem&rks of Imbusch, a Relehstag representatlve for -

the Center, vho warnéd the Center after the entrence 'of

into- the' Luther. Cabinet in January 1925 that the Center
See ._,Inﬁ‘

nerleci; the im:erasts of the Oatholio 1aborer.

0

the party
{must ‘not
Infra, p. 1 7.




139

weore loyal i‘ofllowers.‘ of the Cemter. There was & congiderable

g

er of .GTU members vho voted for the Sociel Démocratic Party

and even fbr .the Communist Party3;*~’
’fhe quesﬁlon of the eight«hour: day g deoz.ded by o ccinprom,se-
at a mpatingﬁof-.mpderate party" leaders. The ocmpquise undgubt-
edly. mét‘fheueemhlete agreemént of the Center Party; |1t was decided
that in industries which were not "heavy" or unhealthy tﬁé hours of
labor would be lengthened but in the m:r.ninb industry (whe§é the
CTU was strongxy entrenched) the eight~hour day was recognized as
-indiep?nsablei . Strosemannts diary shows h;s'cqpplete s greement
2

with the Centerts spokesman in the Relchstag, Wilhelm Marxs Marx

[
ey

L Figures vany a8 to whiat percéntage of the Center’s vote was
darived from the Catholio workingmén in the CTU‘ but it i3 genere
ally acecopted that about 17 per: cent of its votea- came | from the
Christian unionsy It i§ elso difficult to estimate whqt percentage
of: the, Catholic CTU votes went to the Lefty It is genera11y~assumed
that most of the Loft vote from Catholic voters ceme frqm, mbevs

of the {1U; Johaunes 3chauff has compiled. gtatistics upo ,_‘_-
Docember 1921, election whioh indicate the voting habits of the
Cormén Catholiods - NI R

+

Partiegg.,,; S L P -+ . Percentage.of Catholics
' - e e who voted @br the partya

fCenter and Bavarian People I ?arty . 55.3
Nationaliaty - - - . . 8T

German Pooolets Party R L hs@;;

Social Democrats . : 12.1

Communists . - S égﬁ

Economié Party and tha Bavarian Peaaants

- Party. 5 . SRS

‘National Sooialiats o S - Yi6

Others = ' 342

Schauff; Die ﬁeutsohen Katholiken und die Zentrumepartex, Pé. lllo

R::
Sutton. ﬁustav Streaemann, I, lhi»




ig us&aily'listed in the left wing of the party, but

properlj a representative of the center group.l

Gn ‘Octobar 3 the 8c0pe of the BEnabling Act deman?ed by'Streééﬁ

mannnto;mset the orisig wes debateds $he-80qia1 Pamoct

o " , N e
~th&t'the,ﬁmendmept must not be extended %o "sooiﬁlépof

but the Center Party refused to suppert the Soeial Den

onee again sided with the GPPs& ‘Thé Soéial Demoorats r

Lo

he. ¥ias more

ats insisted
itical matters,"
oorats and

s josted the

: , : 1
- tompromise on the eight<hour dey which the noﬁhﬁééi&li%t parties

had wuézed out;'butzi“ found itself isolated in a soli

government whioh was dedic&ted toythe proposition that

d bourgeois

the cost

of labor must be reduced hefbre the recovery of the Reioh wag

possible.
of the firs§ Stresemann Cabifiets

'A.haw éabinet was quiokly formed from the same pa

‘The result of the cabinot doadlock was tho resignation

*¢ios which

o , . g
had coriposed the preévious cabinot under the chancellership of Streses

| manne
~ the reeéntry of the Sooial namccratsgg' Two promineat at
‘ !

1An outspoken éritié of the Center; Bernhard Menne
Marx in the right wing of the Center Partys; "Politigal!

A new compromise on the eightshour day was effedted to permit

gentees

s places
1y he was

more or 'less a replica of the first leadsr of the Center Party,
Windthorst, though he lacked Windthorstis calibre as a leader. '
Marx was a somewhat pedestrian representative of party politics,
- & perfect example of the right wing Center, the juate milieun of

© the German Reépublics 4 dareful balance betweon right an
wing wad the inevitable poliqy 16 be, expoctod fram such
Mentie, The Case of Dr..Brunin~; Pe 264 -

Ac left
>3 ma.no

2The oompromise gtated that ™, & 4 & While fully malntaining

the prinoiple of an éight=hour day as the normal workzné day,
the readjustment of the labor laws wag no longer avoidables

Ths

extensioh, undsr dué safeguerds, of the present working

|day, would

adnit of the intensification and eheapening of produotion now 89

essential to the national interests:"

Sutton, Gustav stresemann, I;

=5




framwthe‘éecbnd Stresémann Cabinet wors Raumer and nilferding@‘:ro

‘ replace this able and liberal combination Stredemann appointed Dr,

Luther as Minister of Finance, and Drs Koeth ag minis%er of Trade -

anﬂ.cqmmercez Both;wara-nonﬁpartisan_Fachmannan,qugénservativeu

* tendenciess Brauns; Fuchs and Hoefie»reﬁrQBEnﬁsdftheﬁpéﬁtéﬁ'PéfﬁY“-e?v.

in-thsgcabinéﬁ;J Eé$pite the ¢ongervative charaocter oélthé’oabiﬁét |
the - ineluslon of the Sovial Demoorats trifuriated the Vationalists
asg Wal}.aa the right wing:of the GPPs . Count Wegtarp 1od the . ..
N&tiéngiist attacks "The only echievement of this ecalition in -
foraign affdirs is the aband@nment af pageive resistances That 15
the achievament of & golicy that bslievas that it cannot rule
without Sooial Dem.ecracy.“1
. mhghissua'af.the.Enabling.Act once again presented itself
on-ﬁcﬁéﬁé? 1}y The Reichstag wag. deadlocked on the queaéién witil
the Nationalists deserted the fldor of the Reichstag which enabled
ﬁha.governmant~t0'obtainvthé,neceésaryrtwﬁéth;?da najoritys The

0pposition consisted of the BPP and.two emaller "eplintfr parties‘

The Canter loyally suppOrted Stresémann and urged a strong policy
to defbat'%he mendce which threatened the Reichs' The Sooial Eemou
orats still stocd alone in the oabinet; the Enabling Aot had failed
o solve the renl ideological confliot whxeh existed inhtho cabinet.f
The brutal auppreasion of the Lsftiat revolta and the hesltanqy to

.act on ths Bavarian queationﬁcontinued to irritate the Social

Yas

TR . - S
“Ibidy; ‘pe U9 o S e

LRy,
0o




'Démo@ﬁh’ésr-@nd the Secial Democratic Partys

the bagic dispute &8 to how the Enabling Aet.should

- The conséguéncs of - -

ﬁ

| was tho withdrewdl of the Sooial Demoorata frem the cabinets = ..

L In grder 6 govern with & parliamentary majority|it was necs

- essary:to oxtend the coalition to the Right, but there were sgeveral

objéctors to the irnclusion of -thé Nationalist Farty:

e i 1
- &t this tine -opposed including the party of monerchy

»gstreeemann.;

“pesctidng: the Demootats opposed the Nationalists on thle, bagis of

politisal beliefj the Jonter opposed thém ou the groanci's .of history;

politics and A-relﬂ;giah;,;]‘

ths iﬁélueion 6f the Nationalist Par%y.int@*the éabiﬁé

now--famous Hitler: Putaoh, d‘égulx.jted in Manichs

_The sign

Thilé the diseussion wWas in progreés over

e
% the -

%fioanoe of

the Pritsch was gensrally overlooked et the time ‘be‘caﬁsle it wag

' just one attack emong seversl whioh wore directed at &

during ‘Stresemann’s -l‘admi_nisﬁg‘gtioniﬂ

. The inmability of the Stresemsnn Mintstry to reach
ment upon the compositioh of the .cabinét culminated in

duection! by the govermment partiss of & vote of sonfiden

vots of confidence was defeated 231 to 1564

-

I ™ , :
Historically the Center had been a bitter opponen

014 Conservetives under the Empire, during the war the

The dowm f¥

hé Réich. -

[an agroée
{th’e. intFos.
ces The

11 of Streges

-
t of the
eenter

had clashed with thé Conservatives upon basic issues, e,nd in -
the post~war period the hatred and distrust between Protestant

Junkers and Catholics of all oleasses had not coased.

With the
excéption of clericalism the parties had nothing in common* but
‘clericelism served %o, bring the two vittér enemies together

1n 1925 and agaln 1n 1927 in attenpts to pass a Reich §

3

3hool




| mAsn was-& hsavy blow t6 the leadership of the Republiocs

oty 416ne as the only political Pigurs in Geriany wity
to pufbué & progidn-of fulfillment and the ebility to
:édhfia?e;n&e‘ of the ;ng;jcﬁ%'y of the:-‘f‘aeichsiﬁagtg-.

Party bega.n to - urge natzon&lwoonservative gupport for

|
Tirpitz a9 the next chancenor, but the Centér end the|

Tho -Nat1o

& He stood
the courage
Oomma.nd ths _
nalist -
Admiral -

Deinoeratis

y Pa.rty dema.nded that the Nationalists first make & sﬁatement £6 the

" offect that they agcept the Weimar Constitution and £h

|
f’p:e’,‘ig& polzcy@"- wherédpon. the HBationalists refuseds -

0n Hovembér 25, 1ord DAbsfnon picturéd the polit:

s Stresemann

ical scene

efter Steseminn's fall @8 indéboribably confised,
the parties undblé to unite upon & policy, but the par:
gelves fro divided into at leagt three wings whioh pra

aiffered from each 6theérs ‘D¥AbSYTIOR: prédicted that th

The figire who dmérged from'the indesoribable confusion

|
i

toward pilitary dictatorship srould probably be follgwed

b
riies thems

ro foundly

|
‘téndenty:-

in’ Gérmany !

as Progis

« déﬁt 'Ebér’c*":é.'ﬁf"th'.choi’(‘)e for 'the ghancellorstiip, wis the dour and
; . . . ! |

ocolerlsds Centrist. politiolan, Wilholm Marx,
ddoy had been held up for & time Wy the GPP-uatil the e
6f the cabinet was. determineds. The Centorts dem‘tirid for

man" as ohnncellor ‘had cauaed the elimination of Jarres

Even Merx

15 ‘oandis

composition

. 8, membex! '

of ‘the GPP, not not a Reichsﬁag member, and Heinrich Albert,

formor ﬂispal.wagentﬁi;n the. ﬁipl.omat,io cor-pﬁa. Both the

Social Demow

. - Y

. Ibthvernon, The Diary of an Ambassedor, Tf, 291




¢rats nd tho Center dseired to avoid & dissolution of the Reiche:
stag; ‘and wore willing to’ compromice with the GEP to insure
| goveriments. <. i

‘Zhe. cabinet which Marx naned weg almost identical to: Streses

‘ mem*'szé last oaéinet; .The - foreign p,o‘-’l-i:oy which: Marx was pledged - -
to continue was also Stresema.nn*s, and the - néthod of gloverning
by decres and by an- Qnabli.ng Act == was also taken over fyem . .-
Streeenftanng; Streasmann was named Fo.reign- Mindster, anifi bs.ca,usé; the

: pz‘kmaa@? "‘e‘imphaéis‘-l'-in' o yéai:-sé 1933;.1921,; wa.g conefentra%aa apen’ . - -,
foreign. affazrs Stregomann emerged as the real ieader l;'f».thé governs
ments.  The govornment was generally ref&rred to ag thetatresema:mv
Yorx Covernment exéept by the. Qen,ter Partyy There was|e deecided
contre.at in the ability snd personality of Stregemann and Hary,
but they proved o b6 & yery able toams

: 1
Marxw&san einfacher Soldat {#imple, humble 6.0-_1dij,.ﬁer_-‘) of the

Center Par'cy. tut o 6inoere and honeot many He laoked [the ability
and %‘he-f adroithoss of Stpesemdnn, but he had céng‘s.ider&rlle- experienca
in pol.iﬁ'ij,ﬁs‘ and aa:,diﬂéi‘:ingui;shgdrepord. as a, jurisfz-.; | He -wag alxzty

| years 0ld at the timé of his appointment with & leng cé.lx"e'sr, 2§ &
representative -of the Center Party in €1} lewols of German politics.
He had sérved as & msmber of the Prussian Supreme Gourt' inder the
Empire. . He had been ‘& mémber of the Prussian Diet, andi'before his

' appoijm_msnt o the ch‘a;ncellorahip he had -gerved in the A'Reichstag

for We'l"’#'e y‘é&r‘és Marx wag 6150 very prominent in his Ghurch‘a

" \




o | us

,Gathoiiévﬂhuréhg;:Since-19il he had been the naticnal|leader of the
:G"'a*bholi-c Séhool ‘Qr'g;ani-zatidn in -Gormany, an -'ong‘ani‘zatig o devoted
to the pronagation ag well as to the protection of.Catholic idess .
upon aducaticn,l, In 1925, shortly af%er his defsaﬁ,bylvon Einu..

| dsnburg for tho presidenxy of the Rei@h, Marx led. the Perman pile
Frims on the Hoxy‘Year pilgrimaga %o Rame,'_ﬁqatﬂof the'critieiﬁmﬁ
of Mﬁrx were directed at his timidity and. irresolutenﬁLs, and at

j his clerical cduvicblons. Stmesemann.tbpudhﬁvﬂﬁrxgaa,.upnight;ﬂ;:

learned Judge'™ andra.”very worthy nan « .« #:¢ of strong religious . ;

Catholio views" whose "intersst in financidl dffairg wis remote

-_g.;:;a. hie addiction being to things spiritual % e e qﬁa;]eguntw.
Bernstorff thé fonmer German. Ambassadcr to the Unitsd|States and

8 p;ominentvmcmbar of the Hamoqratie Party; ¢ haracteri.ed Marz as

ik o an avowed clerical, éspecially in educational natters "3

Begardless of the pergonal ability of Marx, the task which he faced

was.ext:emﬂly‘diﬁflpu&t@a~

b

" 1The Catholic 86hool Orgend zation,; with haadquartexs ot -
Duaaeldorf, was oreated to fight for the religious ohateoter of
Germén sohools and teachers ®in order to ascure the hefrloom

of Catholic faith." It assisted municipalities in obtaining
their rellgious rights under thé constitution, and it SOught

to solve religious diffisulties within the communities ity “advzce
or pra¢tical proposals for: gsolution of difficulties;" |Iﬁ isgued.
two "rotable® éducstional periodicals fnd "spread the Catholic ‘
‘sducationdl vidwpoint. congtdntly in placss where it helped‘,_¢ .
Frenceg S4 Betten; "The Catholic Church in Contemporary Germany.
~Catholic Historical ﬂevieW, ZVIL. (1951), hzx. ‘ .

3Bernstorff, Mamoirs, ps 291&




Mprx'y Cabinet was & minority ons whose existencd was maine
. tained anly by the shaky eupport afforded it by the Social Deémoe
- orats &nd the Netionalistss In order to conkidde the Focovery

- : R - . i .
"’ program initiated bty Stresemann, Marx demanded ‘a.‘nathexa‘i Enabling

Aot, a‘é the ;);i;eirioua ong expvizl‘ed with the fan of Stzre:semann.
mfé;ti éﬁpﬁher Enabling Act Gould be passed, Marx re_sor%hed to the

" use of Artiols L;BQI During November hs issued ten déd:zf'eea by
4his mothol, Mﬁhreatened f.hat-_;f-’ another Enablm;;!! Ast were not
pasged ;he would continue to resort ﬁo Artioie L8 %o ,pu{la'h the

: Stresem&nn-l‘&arx program through in 1t5 éntiretys The :Tfsqcial Derow
gpatic {P’a’rtj pxﬁ.é&e'e‘i to be the deoiding facteér in. the. shosess of
Marx's :e'ﬁ"grta i?‘é‘r-' & now amendments 1% w&'_&' o'pporae& in| principle
%o the s"‘tm{-zim':. of Mark in governing without the ﬁeiehsﬁag,\. but 4%

also fearad the oonsoquencés of digsolutions It extracted the prome

ise f‘rom Marz that he would order ths ond é‘-f" the :s*satg!qf giegs .
under which Stregemann had allgwed Gessler, the Raichsv!rehr Minige
ter, to regtore law and o'xj-'aeé-a;{;.\_ The Soo-i#l. Mcmea anneunced
'-that in view of the dialfej.éﬁ-bnp;ﬁnanéﬂie;l ..gtt\glo;tidn: fécsT?!d by t;xe'
nation the Soéial Democratioc qut;y would yie,id to the wishes of the
gwernment. The final vote om thé Enabling A:gf on De.éembet 8
found the cmi'a-ta and the Nationalists, who ha.& gvezg!ything to

oL i ) .o ) b
gain by & new election, opposing the Act, and the Social bemooratey
Sl : S - i,

; |
. Ai! ', L . ! ; l ' i

For & complote list of the docrees 1ssusd by Marx undor Ars
tiolo LB gee Lindsey Rogers and othérs, "Aspects of German Politicel
Institutions,” Political Seience Quarterly; XLVII (1932), 587 -

"
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who congidered their cupport of the Ast e cmall pricsl to- pay  for

avéiding dissolution, voting for Marx's Ensbling Acts

' The wealss

ness . of the Sooial Dénid_erats has BYeen oritioised as wWell as thoir

:?éﬂuﬂﬁ}atﬁdnloﬁwgolitiééiiptinc;piesyA The membors of

Denosratic Party, howsver, were not only motivated by

the Sooial

Ldéalietic

. pz-iﬂéfi-pies‘@ but.':by- ‘the reilitiss of party politicg, end the dovotion

to national interests . .-

., Thé Enabdling Act thich wes pasdod gave the Hars government
, . ] l

- gmaeping powsrs in slmost every brench of governménte

)

Act waé ‘ot qualified by daference to the Social Dmnoara‘ti-é Party's

demands upon gocial legislationr-.: Marx. was given the. power to deal

. wth wagee, Hougs and working oonditions. Unlike the. Stresemnn

Enabnng Actzv Ahe Marx Act did not expire if Marx foll from office

with.‘m the: o month expiraticm da.tm gy, the whole -thére can b - -

rio hesitation in saying that. tha Marx Enabling Aot was: “

the broadest

basis for logislation Yy delegation ‘gver established hﬁ Gormany s ok

¥arx ’fmmeﬂi&tély utilized 'i’ihé'-ﬁﬂnablin& Adt. to ias"ii’\xé*‘bmél'?génbj?‘

deerees ‘covering a wide: variety of prob&ems. Co *I'

|
1

'-Buring the two menths which fbllawad, the extraordinany
povers granted were used more freely than ever befare,
rondering this the most spedtacular period of amergency

logislation in the history of the Republic: On the basis

- -of this one enaotment no less than geventy 1egiolabive

doéreos wore issued 4 o » « taxation, currency and

|
under the Gemanl Re _ublic
19397, Ppe BORBLs .

g;_Itbidg-@ pe 80s

=Rt

financo
woro. dealt With,' hut also braadar aspeots of gooial policys -

lr‘rederick Ms. Watkins, Ths. Fe.ilure of _cmtitut;ional Powérs

ﬁess,
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S

Ond of the dgcrees ropealed, the eight=hour day, and many other decrees

would have encountered opposition, but,the Reichsteg ¢

until Pobruary 2O which gave Marx a free hand to,carry

_ghogs %o, pegess

out, the drastio

- reforms: of: the Stresemann.Marx program;

. - | o
Vhen the Reichetag convened .

Marx&nnounced %o i% that he would not Qlléﬁhié progrllam to b6 sub=

I
[

Jeoted ibo. oridtoism exbept in its entiretys
:seventyfdeoréés ™ aogeptod or réjected~as & unite

‘ between the disselution of the Reichstag and the eleeti
- Mars timeto plase the program Anto. 9961-"@1@#1

,*'?Q;itioaiupurisxss.dgctrinaira-libetﬂla‘anﬁ;thafev

Harzists of the Soolql Demosratic Party condemmed tho

He. inaisted that all

]
| EWmnﬁha olub

on ’?umé

Tolytionary,

the "dictatorial

mothods™ of ¥ari s they later condemned another Contri
' He‘in‘r-ieh Brﬁning;l

gound the deat;b-»lmell of the Weimar Rex;ubllﬁ%.cs.Q Party go

appeared t0. be. a complete. f’ailure, tho . constitution had
| preveﬁﬁ;@iot&torship~éndathe=lévinsly=wreﬁ§ht.poliﬁiﬁal

Dbl

6t ohancellor,

Mooy Geman and foreign 11 verals were ready Yo

regnmgnt
failed to
institutions

!

, The Sooial Demoorats ‘were, more worried about the employment
of Article LB than they were about the use of Endbling Aoﬁa whioh
aoeounted in part for their Willingness to give Marx a virtual

free hand,
reitorated time and time again during the Bruning Hiniet

Seheidemann sounded & warning whioh the Sooial Demooratg

Ty he

continual applisation of Article U8 would shake oonstitutione.l
govermmont 4n the Reioch to its very “foundatioens,. imna.:lring the .
position: f‘popular representatian more seriously then tlhe Enabling

Aot eéuld over. do," Ibid., Py, 82- o
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ha,d not f‘unctioned &3 they vwore designed to perfox‘m,l. The Reichaq‘
wehr in league with a gavernment dominated By olerionls and voans

omlfo_ :ﬂeactifonarie;s goemed to the ._pur&a_ta:to ,hw.e triumphad- CPruss

) Sianiamseemed o them to have trlumphed over liberalism once more

* Bub the harbingers of doom for . the Waimaz.- Republie
wara mistakem R LS S S S SRS
%l % w.v When thé next gpring Gamo the' state martial lew
faded softly and silently away, Thé Enabling Ao'q éxpired,
. the curréngy romained stable, and the demooratis [Republic.

suddenly reappeared without creéating any garticu]'ar’ gens
gation and without any dramatic atrugglés FATRANN

It is dif-fiéui.lt to eriticize Marxz and the Denter "EM’-“ abanddning

nomal parlimsn Lary

medns t6 galn rovoverys Thé Center was eons

vinced "that dragtie oteps wers neoaded 4f the-Reich v:sr‘s o gurvivos
. The center claimed that it gavemed in the interest of the Reich
and itg Vt)lk ‘and it undou‘otedly didy. After yielﬂing Ian the ‘questiocn
ot passive reaiatance, aacrificsa in the Reich were ﬂec‘aeasary a8

window e,d;&e'“g’si'ngv-ta prove to the Allied governmen$s that the Gormin

- I .
'people wero & good rick £or the loans oysontial to German J monobary

stabinaation and 46 edonanic Fecoverys. Styong ésteouﬁi'fve- control wes
1ikewzlse éssential in the facs of the intronsigont oxtremiots of the

BRight ‘e;nd, la_;efw The @enf_:ep tg, defens,az for oiroumventing the Reiohs
atag uncier Marx Wi tho gamo- défenae that it ’lafé’r‘ -ua_fa‘é% to_'d-ej:;fe:_xid

“Of the hundred and thirtysodd legislative maaaurlete 'publishéd
botwoon Gataber 13; 1923 and Pebruary 15, 192l ne Yogs) than e hune
dred and ton Were. igsusd on tho bagis of enabling acts),l while more

than half of the remaindor wore oxotutive dacprecn Lasucd. hy au'bhority
of Artiole Ly ~Ibids, ps 8B \ _

.

y .|
"
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Brgninga . the: aafety .of thé Republic '.’d\epended] upon :aradtie reforms,
nd smiﬁees fron a1l olasses;  The Center asserted that: inoidéntals
bel:'s.aé:ﬁfic’e'&f for f-e‘ésenﬁialﬁ'w It was ’Wfﬂiﬁzg. to give up the eight« |
- hour: déy, 140 piy oPe taxes and ‘40 lower its atandard alf 1iving -

o Mave: -somethinb-;- "mat appesred to be" ‘holy prmoiplleﬂ' 6 tho -
'Social Demgorats or to the ‘doctrinaire iiberals of the Pemﬁdratia'
'Party mre merely incidentale %o: the Genter PW Ond onbtedly there
.'were sharp divisions within the Center Par‘by. W:lrth m:d hia fol-r -

E lowers placed grea.t 1mpertance u;zen the polit&cal :ms‘t;: tutions of |
the Republio, and they were most 1ikely fopelled Yy the violetioen '

- of the spirit of the constitution. But. the heart: of th'e Center Was

‘eomposed of’ nea _poutiker, men who nccéptod expediency ag thg motive

ating prinoiple im politiess - - R
R ‘l'he ‘Bingle. great fact whieh provented: the Republic from uce |

“gumbing to the methody 1atér«emplayed,by'kunrich;ﬁrﬁning:iﬁigbferﬁ%.
zient - by Liﬁegre'isa: #a: wag-the report 6f a group of ‘esonémis and: findiie
olal ‘sxperts whioh took 164 nsme fran the nsua&afrtné:efmmiaéicn@
Charled. G. Dawess Thore wore: sevbial important events Waioh preceded
’e.nd pe.ved the ;way: £or. the: proeentation of the: report: ml April 192l -
- the. death of E&vena?:ein, the former Re.;obabam.c head and 8 prominent

inflaticmst, 'che‘ *death of Stinnea, ‘thé fatal e.ccﬂ.dent to. Holfferdch,
I

the aroh»priea of: inflation, the fan of Peﬁ.nearé tmoae preasure

en Germanv ma&e inﬂatian mffiwlt to avoiﬂq The DamLs Report
I
waa ¢oncomed wz'bh 'che "means of balanoing -tshe (German)' budge-‘_b- and

. N i -t ok
e 1 . .‘l ) . % i 1oa : ! N
DI . . AL [N Lo o
* P R T R : f -t .

B T LT 4 . L - ' . N

ity

) I1T, 3104

D'Abernon, The Diary of an Ambaggador
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the. méasurel ¥o' Ve takten to stabilize the’(Gerndn) surrohsydt

Germaiy' was to récolve’ suf ficient gold o strergthen’ ite gold and i

~ foreign’ curreney refdrvos in the' Heiohsbank) end to abandon tho® ' -

' Rentonmbvie: il ‘'order’ bo' Foturn t6 ‘@ 13gitinate and’ gedurely stab:.lued

gold onrrancs;/{' Pho’ Dawos Roport recammended that Getimhuy fa° Patle .
. roadsrbé'piaeéa“uaaéii%ﬁé*sﬁhtédl‘6£f5n‘iﬁd%pﬁndént‘éaﬁpéiiﬁ(hbntroiiedff”
by thé anaes), She' Beiohabank wag a.lso 'ho he pla’ced under the oonw .

‘trol 91’ Gemanv'a oredi’cors, end 4 fove;gner was- to ba plazced i

".Beriin &s -admin;istrg-‘bon' of ‘the 'Bawes- Plan and the 'foraign'loanas
In.tho

rds ‘of Arthur Resehberg,’ "Germemy Had bebdns &' sars 'of ¢

. eolemal e.pganage ‘6f the ﬂaw York ‘Stook Exchanga. W i s

ﬁ*he Dawes’ Repqr‘e plewed 8 groat’ pard in the' sloation of - Hay

CANL of thi: ‘enénies 'of tha Hepublic dgsaulted ite The Hationale
Lats e‘tejiéa'.fdr- all'Geiwian’ patriots to roject it as'e einister schems
to talke dvoy Germauy®s inddpendencey Strebemain'and Harx brisd to -
answer tho oritisisn bt thoir progran of ‘fulfitlnent and saorifice
wed fiob a’ AbtractLve’ ones e teprible’ inflation had orested’ |

‘erenies. out of former friends of the Republic' and on olecbion’ day

they gwarmsd to- the parties of the Right and Left extromistés ' The '

rogult g @& stunnlng defest for the modsrdte parties, extept for
‘tho Cenitor Party whish actually gainsd 300,000 in popular vetes,

’although it representsation dropped %o 65, a new Yow for, the Center

N

—

e : o
For 8 complete aaoount of the negotiations neoasaitated -4
the Dmss Report, and an andlysis of the Dms Plan soe Bergnann.

The. His’cory oi‘ Repara*cions, 203 219-3],}4

2, y
Hogenberg, . The. German. Repx{?.f;x.cgi -m. 218y
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Party, It is difs 1cu1‘a %0’ assese the reasdn far the Cen‘bér’e ‘gain
in popular votes, ‘Binee 1929, the date of the Yast elee‘bian, thoe-
| Genterts role in the goverhment  had not’ been’ Sutstending, on the B
' contrary the governnants in WHiOH tho ‘Genter perticipated had miserably |
fadleds, Perhaps the ix‘ief‘édser wi§ duo to the Cénter's conéisbent
foreizn policys y"ét'", ‘the' other parties which had féf,bh‘smﬁéd ‘fulfillment
haii‘ lest "c:héusénds" 'o’f‘ vétérs’fz It ie doubtml that the riew vo‘hers
ca.ma s & reault of the' Centorts sh:.fb 'bo the B.ight beoe.use ths
Contep shqq_l_d have lost more vate;;g. ﬁ_!om 1ts Jeft wing followers
in ptapor«tién._, o6t Likely the -sﬁ&qéﬁ.a' of the Conter was dus to
: thB superd ’@ig@lsaﬁi@n of t‘h‘e‘: -péft:{m to’ its propaganda agenoies and
to 165 subsidiary sooial organisetions which sncompassed o largs-

ghare of the Catholie gapuxaﬁidﬁ of Germény ," Y

1Among the .so6idl organi zatlcna whmh often  zave active- -support

to the Center's reprégentatives was the Volkevereinr a union of Catholies .
with' & mémbership of 500,000 whose purpose wes o impart Tvigorous’
instruction to thé Catholic population against the fallacies of soos
ialisms®™ © Sinco 1690 4t was estimated that the Volksverein had printed
and distributed 200 million peaphlets,. leaflots and books to propagate
Catholic ideasi. It aelgo furnishéd gpedkers 'for various 1ocal: £Foups.-

In ths year 1930+31 L,500f% speakers were furnished for discussion
mootings;: with "Papal utterances® forming the backbons of the discuss
sioniss. Another important Catholic organization in Germariy was the

gréat union of charity organizations, the Caritas Verband which had
600,000 mémbérss. Anothor venvrable organiza‘EIon' was Che Geeellenverein:
foundad ty Fathor Adolph Kolping in 18L5s -Its purpose was £ "guard
youths. from dangers of youth and perils of travel to give religious
asgistance; and. o provide opportunity for them o better themselves

in useful branches of knowledge. . In 1930 it had 108,000 nembors

and supported 130 ‘*Journeymen's Homes" which' furnished free 1061311@
~6nd free mealss. ' Im eddition to the large “mags organizatiens there
. were maxy sther smsllei and more select groupgs studenﬁ charity organs
~ igetions Sudh as the' Albertus Ezaus Vérein, - the Hildegdd Verein;:
“tthe” Carites iﬁ'}r “AktwdeniRor and-intellectual groups such as the Kath«

olische Alademiker Verband which had 11,000-members and was formed to
promote the Catholic Ve ffmwcl’muung, .and fany. other sooietiea in.
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. Pollpwing the elsction, the Nationalist ?ar-f,y, .which hed ten -
_ more séa%{s. tha.n the Social Democrats demanded the -regig,natiéz} of
| the Marx. Jlnietrj. -%he Nationaliste Wei’é. supported bty the: GPP in
»thls-demand. Ths Nationalzsts then oxpréssed their deésire to entey
théquyérnmsnté bu¢ they. dnnounced that they would not be bound.
:Ey“prévioua'commiﬁmanté in foreign affairss ?hé Céntor alfo joined
" with the OPP and the Démodrats in e rogolution to work for the
aéééptanca‘of-ﬁhé Dawog Reports Mafx wag adked to form,a(nsw:governﬁ
mént-whish {ncluded the Hationalists, but the.price of their"entrancé
wag a reghuffle of tho Weimar Coalition in Prussia which the Centor
‘and ‘the Démocrats refused, The imp&gse‘ finally came to an end ¢n
June: 3 when Marx returned to office with the seme edbinedy
A& re.ao}.u%iqn was irmedistely introduced in the Reiéhs'cag fage
‘orlng the ¢&b{1nei:’*s acceptance of the Dawes Reports Tho Sooial Demos
orats, aiﬁhOugh they wore bitterly oppOﬁed tovﬁarx and hi§ colleagued,
'joined with the governnent $o defeat the opposition of the Commus
nists and the Netionalistss  The consistency of the Canter's~pqliqy 
toward tho. St¥ésemann 'fo'réign policy was & remarkable achiovemsnt, |
but not nscessarily an 1deallstio policy or a republican polioys .

Robert Dell, 3 WBll~knﬂﬂn Britiah journaliet, end a aharp eritie

i,

nearly overy field of coondmic dnd gocial life formed and organiged
and aggrossive catholio eleotorate which served as a gonstant progs
§ure group upon the Centor, but repaid the Conter Party with their
oconsistent gupports For ‘fuithor information upon German Catholie
organizations see. Prancés Sy Bettén, "The Catholie Chureh in 0onw
 temporary Oermany,” Catholio Historieal Roview, RVII (1931), L2ls .
Wae . e Sttt S VRS T




of the Cemter Party on provious occasions, waé'farééd‘to'iau& the
cénterts role in the fight for the acceptaiics of the Dawes Reform:
It is just to say that tho Center Party has played o sige
nified énd on the whole consistent party It has never
waveréd on the essential point of the acceptance of the
Dawes Report and has given far moie loyal support to Stresés
- mann thea his 6wn party « s e 4 ¥
From July 16 until late in August 1952l the Allies met in Lone
~ don to work out the doteils of the Dawes Reports On August 1
the Allies issuod an invitation to the Gefman govesmment to join
tho eonference, and a dologation hedded by Marx and §iresemsun
loft immsdiately for Londens The dignity and friendliness of Marx
whs Ea#orabxy cammenited upon by ‘the &éiegéeééian& tho prosss: His

opening addiess announced his governmantta will{?h,

688 th accept
'&he Dama Plam

The Gerten governmant has § a ¢ @ regarded the Experta*
Plen as & suitable foundation for the solution of the
reparations question ¢ s & & 4 I Would add Bhat 4 4 o
«« the Germen government agrees to tho measures drafted -
by the Organization Committees on the bagis of the Plan,
and as soon ag the confersnce i§ over, will at once
approach the legislative bodies in Germeny with a view
to their baing passed into law forthwith , . & #® 12

Ths fight to attain acceptande of the Dawesg Plan in Germiry also
involved & barter with the Nationalists whereby the Merx MXnistry
" in exchange £or the Hationalists acceptance of the ra;lroad proe
viﬁiong of the Dawes Plan would réopsn the issue of the "Wayr Guilt

Questiens” Tho Nationalists first insisted that the protest be

;Rebert Dell, %The German Deadlouk," New Statogman and Nation,

Xx11z (192L), 27y

ZSutton; Gugtav_gptesema#nr-Ii 5719572\
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deliveped at the ZLondon Conference; but Marx and Stysemann wisoly
w&thhel’d such & disastrous :mv'e.-~1 Although they both believed in -

the injnstioe of the w&r guilt oharge, they hoped that thsy night
“a%all” on tha iasue until after they returned from London, but ths

Nationalists ref’used to 'back: dofit

- The: Nationalists ¢ame to Mhrx
' the day befobe the vote Was to Lo ';h.em- ot -the Dawes Plan and told
‘him that uhless ho pesignod within a fortmight, they would vote
ageinst the Plans At the end of the foitnight, acsording o ths.
aceount of :Leord D¥Abernon, Mayx was to hand over the reing of' governs
‘ment ¥o the Netlonalist Party, and he was to agree to the in@lu“éiitm.
of-thre¢ Naticnalists in the cabinet, Marx ia roported to have
¥oplied that while he personally would bs ééii'-gﬁted‘ to resigi in
favor 6f;56=¢5ﬁ§6ﬁént a §uocessor as the Hationalists might aelecﬁ,
| 1t depended upon the parties of ths coalition; All hs eould do
personalxy was to make the statamanv upon'war guilt. Mhrx's reply

is said to have infuriated the Nationalists, and they announoed

T - : . . .
B'Abernon, The Diagz.of an Ambasaador, III, 93.

aThe realistioc approach of Harx to the question of war ilt
is well fllustrated in gpeech he deliversd October 28, 19
the bogimning of the clection campsign after the dissolution of
thé Reichstags' ™If we atrive ‘to have the Vorsailles selfeconféision
of war guilt annuled we do g0 gimply for morsl readonss It would be
fatal selfndelusien t0 believe that if we sucodeded in having that
aelfboonfession annuled we should be liverated from the obligations
of the Versdilles Troaty, as many of our opponents in the reactionary
carip goom to think,” New York Times, Qotobeor 28, 192 For Marm's .
“historical . approaeh" to the war gullt question geo his erticle in
Foreign Affairs in January 1926 whioh is based upon German documents
WIhein Farx, 'The aesponsrbuity for the War," Foreign Aff‘airs, Iv
(1926)¢ 177~19h- -‘ :
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that: they would:oppose -the -Plan; -but the threet of a Reichstag

dissolition -oouvinced them that. they mist vote with tho. governmsate™

Following fzhe debate upon Augus‘b 26 e.nd Z’?» m which the Centor . -

Party a'crongly suppor{:ed the govemmenﬁ, the irote wad held upon
the ‘!;wu large queetiena 1m1ved in- the Dawas Plam The Pl.an u-.self

 wae paas_:ed. by & simple mejority, end the railroad provisions, which

| pocessitated & constitutional amgndmont; . pasged with the help of the -

. Neticoalists by & twosthirds mejoritys® On the cens doy Mers phoe

. gented Germany's tase on . AN
% & w tho quogtion of war.guilt which, éince. 1919; hag
we:l.ghted 80 heavily on the soul of the f}eman poople « &
“ s w w . The Govornmend of the: Reich’ here’cy States that 4t .
doea not recognige this assértion « s ¢ & & 8o long & «
% ¢ 888 mem¥er: 6f the .comminity of netiocns ig stamped as

4 oriminsl against humenity, & true understanding and rew
. goéneiliation. between the nations cannct be. &chiewdos

DtAvernon minimized the role of Merz in the. presen*be.tion of ‘the
way guilt queatien, bub ’chat was not necesaarya,‘ Undcubteﬁly
Harx !‘el'b thet- the tima wag mopportuna for the reo}?enin@ of the

.1seue, but he waé convineed as were nearly all Germans tha%; the.

I |
ﬂ'Abemon; 'Ihe Biary of oi‘ an am’be.ssador;_. III. 9141

For o presentetian af the German baweg Laws whiah were pa.ssed
in ordéy’ to c¢arry out thé provisdions of the Dawss Plan, agreed upch
-at. tho London Conferencs,, 8§00 Bergmann, Tha .His’cor v of‘Re _arations ;\
pp- 27142795 ‘ Y o

BFer the 'bext of the statemen*a on wer gunt 508 Suﬁton, Gustav
Stx‘esenmnn I' h08~h69q ‘

tary gggg_ Ambassador III. 93-»9!:&
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in' plang for 4int emational cooperﬁtion.l- R
The pressure fer the admitte.nce of the Nﬂtionalist Po.rty Gone.
. 'binued 'chroughout September and the f‘irst twa wooksg: of Octobem
Marz mg réported to have yiel&ed to the demands of the ‘GPP f‘ot-
. the inclusion of: thesﬂati-onalismézg - but . the B‘c‘ajmﬁcmﬁgz and the Ceater
‘ refused to adnit the Nationalista unless they recoi¥ed guirantess
_‘toisecure: tho' Marx Cablust's foreign policy, end promises that the
‘, Hopublic: would 'be’ protectsds The demands of the Center F’arty wore: -
baged - upen & eompromiae program which atruclk, o mid-bpoint batween
the- esstremes ef Right and. Lefta 'rhe Cen'cer offored the. plan as
an S.nduceman'b to both the Sooial Damoorats an;I ';he Ha’oiona.nsta to
énter the govemmanta - The Marx progreun was viewsd by tho press as
an expedient to save the Ccmter'e reputation, 3 bu% the Contepr nsed
it as & powerful moral argumént in the Decemb@r olectiong to donvines

the eléohnmte of the Osénter ‘a ‘goodwill a.nd ity patient ‘attenpts

to foim & govérnment dédicated to the gékﬁe@m§¢Mﬂg

[ . .
\ -.\

Ths Oénter*s attitude on the war guilt queat:.on approximated
the ramarks of ite apokeamn, Be.rt, bw‘c i% vag aimed at 1n’cern&l

192 : ortag, 1924) e
cited ag 'Sc\" .eiber, Zentrum und deutsche Pali.tiko The , Centorts Hichts
-linien'of January 1902 placed The war guilt question ad the fundemental

obgtruction. to' Germiny *s bid for equalitys S8oe Bachem. Geech:.ohte
der deutschen Zentmmspartei, VIII; 371

gﬁalperin, Germa.q[ ?riad Dmnooraoz, p.ﬂ 306. i
3

“8ee Ibid.; Alao ée¢ Sutton, _Gustav strsaemann, I, h73.




e £ive, polnt progran formulatod by the Genter Party and pres
séntod by Marx on October 8 wag as followse. (1) The 1’!9-‘30@%"%‘\“ -
of the constitution .ﬂ&;&ﬁ[«;ﬂé‘b 11,1919, as the h‘agéa fbundatien for. L
the -Mﬁﬁi‘:iea of 'the Btatoy (2) .The. further conduet of foreign |

: policy on the basis of the. London agreemente, a.nﬂ an effort to he
- mady €6 Join. the league in aocordance with the prineiples ledd . o
down 4 the Gormsn Hemorsnduns _(3), . Distribution of, the turdens
| involved by fulfilluent of the Dawes. Lewas . (L), The adaptation .
- of oxpenditure on .‘-B"eci_alg gervices to.the ;ﬂns.né;ip;i .position of the
Redchi - (5) Intensification to the utmost of production and labors
yield~~ %he-ws't?(e'ngthenm@ of héme . prdduction end 'th'e' éncouragenent
of expérh 'cre.de on the basis, of reeiproeity a.mi mogt favored nation
clauseaql , ' '

‘Bach of the parties reéplied Bo the Marx policy for the éons:
‘gtruction of & new governmonty The Social Democrats were ganerally ,
in favor of t:he program; but they, gave httle hoPe %o the posaibzlity
of &: govamment which included both SGcial Bemocrats and ﬂa‘bion&lia‘bs.a
The ﬂatiomnst Party virtuauy wnored the ?xazsx pf@é}é@, and pre-
senﬁed de@.andq, of its own .‘%?hi;ﬂh strossed Lte- "Qhrlrstiweqnsewatzve“"
approash o politioss’ . The upshot of the failure of Marz to dons

e . . R
- “the tre.nalation OF the toxt 18 found in Ibids, ps LTk e
German text. ig found in Schreiber, ?entrmn uud E tsche Poli‘bik, '

pps 23“214
-4
Ibid., pp. 2&-2&

BIbid-, Pps a w27 s. .
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sé%i"\'ic%‘ & new ch‘bin‘ét in ‘tune with 'the deménds ‘of: the (PP 4Hd Strosés

i was ‘4 pérsonel defeat for Marx and for tho party he :leda An

drbiols in-the fiow Statoamsn and Nabion Glesed Marx for hio S.ne.bility. S

" to 'oonstrua'a [} e'brcng rapu@liosm government. .
- 0né of ‘the most regrettavle 1nciden*l:s of the last thres
- woeks i the treakdswn of Dry Marx who has thiown away.
the roputdtion hé had-wone : It is-due; uot to'dny lack
' of honesty, but ‘co aheer timidi’cy and weaknesa of charn
.'“,"'actercl“--' SRR |
-Undouvtedly Harx wag partially et fe.ult, a.nd the 1rreaolutian of :
--tha-cmter WG al;m & -¢ontpibubing causé of the ha&d.—ng -po,ii{oy Lt
. ghown by - the Mam xdnistry, bat the tasle of directs.ng a. gmrarnmsht
which' emludad the Wc largee’c par‘cies in the' Reiahstag, a.nd the'
opyoai‘tion of Sif:reaenm:n to-any’ ooalition whieh did not: tnolude
vthel I*Iat—ionaliﬁ I?arw .poised- -problama which even -the most aetuta :
parnmentarism would have: found difficult to solve under the Gere

man parliamentary syetem.a- Cre

Wheén it appeared cloay that the broad govarnmenﬁ which the
‘the Nc;t;engns.ts to the government, the Contey P'ax_'ty. asited Harx
%o enable tho Gérman people to dockds the 1s6us on the basis of the
Republic and fulfinraent, or of & politicdal redotion: and 8n uhredls

3

Robert De aﬁ)"i‘he Gemsm Politz.ce.l Force, Nem s’batssman and
) 7ot ‘ b »

| 'Né.-hion, ARIV (19

George '.-'

Polloock Jr.‘,"The Gs"}-"'_ 3 Far‘cy System o }hnericéh Poiitieal Soience
,.VRBV’-GW XXI1T- (1929)0 551-&"5}43




istie appronch £o: rervisz.on Of - the t:;-‘eatyig‘;  Marx then agked Bbert. ..
0, diraréczv’euthe Reichitags méséxuﬁon wag. gt?éefeed by chéorg fYom -
the aefﬁ, but hy charges of betr&yg} frum &he Righty. The H&tion&1- 2”
{sts, aeeused Mark. of -dotelt in leading theém to expect tha‘b he i‘av-
ared includi.ng them 4n. the- governmenty., -

The election of Dedember Ts - 19214, was preeeded by a. bi. Sterly
| wageéze&mpﬁign qn=the~issua:of.tha nawea~Plana,aaz;ﬁeeargzsohnaiber;"‘
“a-clerteal Reichatag roprecentative and the chief propagandist for
_ _.' the Conter, 9dited an elesticn hindbvook which. defended. the Centorts
‘rolo, -duix‘lin‘g ‘the "-y‘e"arw of 158l and. get Porth %he-re;c'c‘ampiiéhmmté: s
of tho party in aly the fiolds of 1egialaﬁ1ve éndoavors Thbwhﬁndan

Dok aantrum und dautsehé Politik strosoed the Contér's role.in

the £ight @c_m- the Dawes Plan above all othsr achievemenbs. except
tho contimual efforts. of the Center Party in the. sphore of m
quostionss . The Contor modestly essumed credit for the aohiovements
of the Strosemtnnsiarx Government and capitalized upénz*hhe;“.; inisial
:eu:o‘cé,ég. of the Dawsg Plan as & vietory fo¥ “gt.;he‘ Gentory .The Center
-"e*‘eresé:ed: £he :éfféc% which the *D'm‘é'ér Plad had imd 'in the Rhineland
and the Ruhr in rehevimg alffioulties in tnese Ca‘bhqlﬂ.e areaa, e,nd '

. the. party 4id not haaitate to specula.te aa to even grsaber ‘benefits

vm:loh would resu&t from the Center'ls foreign polioy; The role of

1I‘or the Cemter 's Reﬁ.chstag “?x‘-aktion reselution on the dis-
aelution see Schreiber, Zentrum und|deutsehe Politil, pps 30431y
The Certer.ctlled for thS peoplo To Ohoos6 & government which would
be willing and ebley (1) To continue the conduct of foreign poliey
on. the existing: iinegy' (2) To cabry on.the. taske of §ooial. reconw.

eiliation and economie ,peaoe. (3) 7o aafeguard and develop the
: aohievemenﬁs of Chrigtian. oiviuaation, .........
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zGustav:.Stre'samafnni\:th is generally accordsd thée laurels for the

recovery of German:progperity, ig herdly mentioned, The Centeéris

| elostion handbook 16£% tho readsr no doubt wub thet the Dawes Plaa~

| svolved: as & loglodl outoamo of the Centor's efforts in tHe field-
:.‘bf ""o’lx"é‘ign policys _
The negotiations whioh the . Conter had conducteod with the Social
. Démoerats’ e.nd the Natmnalists during the first two wésks of Oo‘cobar
“were ‘braat;eﬁ in considerablé detaily The ddealistic yearning fop

the valkﬂgémainahaf%-Wﬁieh the handboold déseribded as the Center's’

'ggal-was.cqntrastaa’wiﬁh ths,eélfish policies of the Hationalista@
Ths ﬁlﬁ‘%iﬁh&iliét Party was portrayed as tho villain in the iiegq-tttw
tiohsy yét the ‘haddbook leuds cértain "mtlonal Sources ‘offf.si:r'eng'&h"
whichths maﬁiw&iisﬁ Peu"-ty x;»épr.ése“nted..* Sehreiber qub’ce‘d é speoch

of Mérx which iliuatrated the attitudse of the center Partys - Ail.1~ .

- of the ﬂa.mil;ar chargea aga.ina’a the”Natiomliebs wore raiterateda

4t »had :ef,ueed to acoopt the’ ‘foreign policy of fulfillpént, it

nad likewise refused to adoept the Republis and $6 réspeot it cone

gtituticns In spite of thé détermined and eonsigtent opposition

6f the Nabtionslisty to basic policies which thd Contor olaimed:

%0 -r'e’pzl'esen'b; larx £61% th‘a“i‘:"to seocury & gave?ﬂmenﬁ-tmieh reprosented

" the Volkagemeinahaft, tho Nationalists ae wall as tho Sosial Demos=

cra.'bs muat be. invited. Tha Hationaliats, bsoauae of' vaterlandischen

interests and strong econemic énd natioml gourcas of‘ etrengbh,

gould: not be ignor@d by a party which claimed to gevem for th@

-in,ter:esm of a1l glasa;e.s and for the service g_f the Reish -gnd- itg;‘

1




" five point: progean of Ostober. 6. . Fot-only Marx

voik-: On‘iy Yy -éhe &ncslufsion of both 'thé-social 'B'émmfa‘ts and the
Hationalists could Germiny once again achieve E,rea‘cnesa and freeriom.?

Schreiber 'ores:anted evidence which cledrly indicated the uenter'si'

‘ detemination to - resxst 4he GPP's demands for the: incluslon of the

Hatiomliuts upon any other basis ‘than the acosptance of the Conter's

A

and the Reiohgtag

| fppaltion” wore pledged. to this program, but the National Committes .

of .the Contor Party also adopted. a regolution which affirmed. the...

~ Gent er’s detemination to resist bowing to. the Right.5

The elsotion program upon which the Center: basgsd its .caripdign i‘ox- '
the Deéember eleo'bicn was. 4 faniliar bid ‘bo the divergant economio
groups and the homogeneous religious suppor'ls whi.ch campriaed *bhez
elerotjora'ce- of. the: Centoy Party... &he‘._‘_:ceﬂter gtrogged the.s,l}aivz’e:& Plan
succesues, its x-oie in. the -ad'op'tiozi of. the plan and it called for
the nneeasary reforms to insure the plants exscutiony Taxes mast be
mozreaaad and imp’rav‘ed-. ‘al-l clagges mi‘z‘s“t; ‘ae;éri'fic'e: t‘o» ‘securo -ft‘;he

Fuciedes. of :the Datres Pian, and the povornment must carry out a polacy

»»'of retrem!nnen‘toh U e AT e O '

P

The eloction which follawed afﬁmsd the Canteris. confidenc@

in. the :effec.‘q thet the Dawesd ;P.tl&n-.nad- had upon the German poopley -

;’E.Péﬁu Pp¥ ao-e;
“Toids, pps 22334

I
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The aauccas"s of 3 repabh.ca.n policy which had brought actual: edous ‘
omio: bensfits dad which promised.more caused the extremist parties -
Yo .'eu..fffez-": heavily; ‘and the moderate: partios tb intredse substantially
their :remées'én%a%i-arir.zx . The Sooidl. Demeorats‘ “woii the greatest gains o

4n the: ezectzon, Yiat the Hationalists also surprisingly gained l”“;“v‘
;'reprGSHntatluna -The Center Farty 1ncreased its- popular vate sltghtly
over 200.000 and it gained four Reichatag representatxves. mar&
' quicsxy reSigned when' the’ results: of the ol¢otion ahcmed the pradam»
| 1nant atreugth 6f theSocial ‘Denocrats and the Nationalistss Fhert
asked Mérx 16 tFy to constitute another govermment with the' CQnter
as thﬁ pavotal parby; tib he was unsuccessfhl. The Damoorate and
- th@nceqter still refuded to'admit‘the-Nat;ona}aeta-Withnut»guar*‘
-‘ghﬁéeafpé*iﬁsfnoﬁvéraiqn éefthalhapublic‘and'fuifiiiménﬁe ‘Marx
dxmounded- that ~iie‘---_‘eau1d-j riot asgume the respongibility for seeking
0. fom a government thet ineluded Nationalistds He-stated '%hag
he did nob ‘bolieve that the Hationalist Party-would centinus thé
i:pél_-icifei?g ‘of his govermment if they were admitted, énd he reitorated’
the :eorﬁ:inua.‘_i- refrain of the Center Party which was- to support the ‘.
serasemiméﬁa?x foreign paiizsyﬁ ‘Bbert tried to form & minority
government of Democrats and Centrista; but it collapsed bocause of
the opposition of the non-party MnigteF of FMinanoe,; Luther; who -
had becoms i@@iﬁpensabla to the government because of the financial
‘problems involved in thﬁ Dawes Plan., Beocause of the inadility of
the pgr’bie.s-*to greeant, a coal'itidn able o mte' upon & progran

N [ S
I TR

Yow York Times, December 12, 192ks




°fﬁ11f111m3n’° and ‘congervatism, Luther was: appointed to the chane .

RREAR R AU

cellershipg\ O TP §
N ffi’{pe:chbicieuoé" ‘Luther was: xiet-' on‘ly’"e frenk recognition 6f the.
Wﬂ?tcﬁf of the Welmnr. Conlition,. but, alsé:fre'cogrdfe&one of the::

' .d¢pendpnco, of the Releh government upon findnelsl and:sconomis
sxperts 68 oxesutives of the Feparations. prograis -Strosememn < :
inslebéd; that the' experts must be in positions of regponaibility i

 the: @%mwf’a -end the: Gormen poople, who had never felt e close, .,
kinghip to. the party politiciens, supported the mon-partisen control
of ?bheziRe.idhfsz\-‘ - Ths : Center Party had previously. oppéged: nonspirty .
Cnancellor Cuno, and 1% had provented the dppointment ¢f Jarres in
noveznbejﬁ- 19'2.?2#&:'@ 1t. bowed to practical politiocs and accepted ‘Luther,
The. Center; -which had: insured the formation of the government, exdoted
a price. for 156 upperts - The' Centor ix;siat,eé upots "pioking? the
cahinetu. 1% esﬁéﬁiéily insisted upon thé. retention .of .Bry Braung

' ag Minister of lador and Gessler as Minigtor: of Defénses . The Contor

T ‘egnire:é‘t Lutheor to. answer. féur questions in the affirmatives - Would:

Ho continue: the. f‘az‘-‘iéi@ policy of Streseméan a.nd ?darx? Tould tho.

Luther abinet Fespect the:ropublican flag? Would th Nationslists

fsuppo"ﬂ; “tho: ﬁams Plan? Would the luther Gébi;net uphold the. Weinar

| Qpnstijfﬁifm??} . Byen ai‘bsr the Conter had redeived favorable replics
to its éfhériééw from: Luther and the lationallist Party it anmmounced -
that itwoaidanly ®approve" the cabinet fo & timey Tho Democratis

PR e
PR TN TN




Center Party: did not feel :bound to the Luthsr Cabinet because of :
- $he partioipation of two:of its: ‘menbors - in ~ta -Germania announcedz’"t
that the. Center wnuld owait the' governmentis declaratzons, and
specially its deodiy }3;> R S ;.5v“f'},: C s e
R The decidion . of ‘the' Genter o enter into a cabinet which -included
‘Ehé?néﬁiibﬁalistb ‘was disappointing to its doctiinaire irepﬁbiicqn
félldwdyﬁilbut»iﬁ hardly-éar?antsﬁdénunciatiani*~Tha'Center.Pafey-
was' composed: of political Fealists, not ropublicaa idédlisﬁdi“"””
'Tha-aréﬁtige*and the political power which foll tO‘q‘”g§vefnm9ﬁt :
party“”§a§-iempting'bait~ta any partys, - The eeqter~alganfeit{thaﬁr
4% -myst- continually famind-the‘eaﬁholic*éleetér&tg‘bf it@=£ale'aé
vigi;aﬁﬁ-anﬂfébw@rful?dsfenaarxofgcathqiie rights; and it could - -
béstlingurQT%hé propagation of it role:-as E?&efendér9ofv0hﬁisﬁién
idesls %nfthe state ‘ag @ participating member of the government
rather éhqn in an opposition role:: Tﬁe'abuseszégainsﬁ whieh>thq:-:
Centor: Party had railed during ths B “mpire had boen: removed, The
Center!s role in the Republic, agide- frqm ite’ continual: demands
for & Reioh school law wag - to preserve the constitutiénai guarantaes
af. Catholid”rzghtea Thﬂ Center's role was realistic and défongive’
bt not neceesarily in opposition +o-any government whioh guaranteed
the Center'é Kultur demand83 The Genter's support of the policy
o fulfillmant wag ealled 'ty the Cénterty National Gommittee a:

pollcy of "living realzt;es. n@ -quhapg;the oaly 'unreallsticﬂ\d&mﬂnﬂ

'"zbid., Jhnuary 17, 1925. ,
eSehreiber, Zentmm wnd deutsche Politdk, pe L7




soked lby tho Center Party of the Luther "government of experts”
Wﬁé.tné support of the republican flég; This request wag
: :

undbubj’ﬁedly made to appease the Supporters of thé Reichsbanney;

~ Soeial, Demoorate; the Demodrats and halfwheartedly by the Center
partyy

The é;ét'iqn of tﬁe Center Party was not condemnoed by the 800«

1“l‘he “Reichnbanner Hlack«Rod=Gold" was oreated to protest all
groups that honestly supported the Republios It was formed on
February 22, 192l While the support of the Reiohabe.nner came
from all throe parties of the Woldar Coalition, T¥ ; "
orats dupplied tho mess of the membérghip end the 1eadersa Although
Wirth wag o membey of the Roichsbanner énd Marz belongod for a timo,
there was 1ittle support fFom the Genter Partys Aceording to Karl
Spiedker, “The Conter was in part rdluctant to join in an exolasiva
alliance at the oxpense of their oontacts with odnservative groupse®
Spiccker, a prominent loft wing Céntrigt, aleo stated that another
explanation for the Centeor's reluctance to join in the Réichegbanner
wag its hesitanty to mix with sooialistds "Tho Church d1d not wans
Catholie workers to come into too close contaot with the Soeial
- Demoorats to proteot them from the infeotion of materialistic and
Marxists dootriness. This coneérn went so far that the Cénter Parﬁy
even mich dieliked %o sea its fol!;dwers join the Reiohabanner
oroated’ for the provection of the Republic =+ and 1% T fest
to preven‘b thoir doing 80 o ¢ « « « In doing 5o the Center Party
wag in- harmony with leading authoritiss of the Catholié Church
who thought & %66 oloss contast with the Socisl Democrats perilousy
Cortain Catholié¢ cireles géemed never to have completely rid thems
-golves of the notion thet the Hovember Revolution was the work of
the Sooial Demoorats, whereas any impartial obgerver must rather
come to the conclusion that it wig the Social Demoerats that in
Hovember 1918 averted a genuine revolution, 6ivil wer and chaoss”
Spiecker, Gormany from Defeat to Défeaty ppe T, 85, 86: A
prominent TAthdlic youth leader and ohsbarmemann-. Prince Hubsrtus
Loewenstoin, déplored the Contrist lea‘ org¥ indifferenece to. the
protection of the Republio, and hé whs forced to admit that the
" Contirists within the Reichsbanner had hecams "sort of orne.ments.
Loswenstein, The Tragedy” o? & Nation, pps 1%105.
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isl Déia‘erats, on the contréry they praised the Pight of Harx t‘ar
liveral govermnent.\l They asoepted %hél...centﬁet vieupoint that
the aueeasst\u exemzt:ion of ths Dawés Plen must be insured as the
first .g?cep in national ¥esovery, The 8oolal Demoorats denaune.ed.
thé "fcébinet of roaction® but they hae'ded the dictates of national
) intéifaéitg_ %e‘ rostoration of the éightehour day shortly after
the éréanizﬁiﬁon of the Luthér Minlstry failed to appease the soéa—:-
o ialist or the Chrigtian laborers. ] Imhza'o‘h;- ‘@ Centrist representative
- in the Reiehatag and 8 wellskmow

epokeaman f‘or the Catholie worlcing-»

men in ths thr; said tha.t unlesy the government oonceded furthey

demenda of" 1abor it would be negessary for tho CTU to join with

the eooialists in apposition to. the Lather m.nistxy‘e' The threat

fmm tha CTU failed to matepialize in 1985; tubt it was portenuous -

of & revblt from the Cénter's left if the party noglected the interests

of the c'rm T;hug even the ﬁed‘g&ng ‘“apfaréva’i” of the- Center Party

me% di;ségpr&al from cartain "éie‘mant_eﬂ within the CTU which, unlike

seegemém and ais young secréfary Hé-inriah ﬁéﬁnﬁng, wore willing

to oobﬁ%’ra‘be‘ with a_o,ci’ali'sz'n ‘.bb‘ f‘ight £or mges-,‘, hours and improved

working ‘jcon;diﬁpns, for organised labory: |
?hi?s pﬁpe‘r» goncludes upon the_ éﬁtrencej of the Center into the

Luther Ministrya There 18 gome sigxiﬁoanee in the Center’s wills

mgneas ‘co part:ioipa‘ce in congervative govemmenta, but it was cOre

Rew York Timea. January 16, 19294 '
aRabert DoIT; ™New Phase in Gormany;" New Stateamen and Hatian,

BV (19280, b3oe
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" tainly no. radioal depar'i:ure from the streae anriallars Gabinets which

. had been dominated. by coneervatwes. : Tha cenf.er 8§ decision to
coalese with t:he Hationallists wag mac}e only af‘ter wéeles of negetia- _
tions to preven'b the move; “followed by appaten'cly ‘Bincere “searching
Cof aouls“ and gue.rantees whidh. promiaad @ reauatio approach o

A foreign ai’fa&ra. 8- guarantee for the oont;inuanee of: repubnoan
- 1na€1'cution8 and & deference to the . spisrit of the Republica The -
al‘bernétive to canter Oppoai’aion 0 'bhe Lutsher Ministry would possibly

" have been the tragio termin&ﬁion of ‘cwo years of labor o piace
repare.tions upon: & sound and reasenable basis, stresema.nn, Seh&oht. :
Luthen and. uhe other oonserve.tive oxperts dre‘ve & hard bargain for
ﬁhair service to 'che Reiohs: They insxsted upon. ther .‘r.nolueion of

the Naﬁionaliate because 6f . their graat stmngth in.the Reiohat&g,

' and because of thé "zreat gources of national etrength" which lay.

in the Weltaneohauung of the Na'bionaliat‘. Party j' The =Gen1;er‘ m-ight

; ha.vé adoptecl the %aotios of the. Social Demodratyg d¢s an active opponent
of the govemmentz, but there was aotually ne ﬁx‘emendous outcry wihhin
its ranl..s fox- g,reevber reforms et:her then .the Luther Ministry and
the Bawee Plan appem'ed to promise. The Center could have gas.ned
nothing i‘rom. qniafbr ‘oppoeitlon's--' The only réalistic choice for the
Genter was to compremise 11;3 desires a.nd entsr the géverrment of
capitaliam anc’l protestantism, just a8 the Genter had: previously
mliqx@d,iﬁa ,,anﬂeqqoie;uatie and antisliderel bias and entered

the Welmar Coalitidds The alternative to partiofpation was opposie

vod

sutton, Gustsv Stresemamn, I, L79s
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T tion er mite supports . Tho Contor wasorge.nically ‘and psychologically

unprégaféd. for -;éithér #0164 .One ocannot ,éo,hé_lude # ‘868 60 many hava
done , < fwa*c- tho Center's: vaci uations-' wore: “sﬁ.mply oppdrtunisma"' . The
variabie fnctors ta. the . hateregeneoue oomnosition of 4. Catholic party
’ provided problams which .eould only be. solvea through Sompromiss, -
;‘ann cumpramiee often proved %o. be the re&liatic approach to. Gorrian
Lpolitissg '
Tha Luther MWoistry ﬁhich the Genter Party entaped 1n January
| 1925 inaugerated e period of regsovery 1n Germany aand terminated a
ﬁengyearwperidd of war, Eevclutiau and 1nstabg11§ya The Luther
Ministry wag Lo reap the harvest which the Weimar Coalition and
‘& portion. of the Gorman People's Party undet the loadership of -
_Strésemannahad'sdﬁn@ . Tho Dawed Plen opensd the way for a flood of
foéei.gﬁ .;6‘9.;31!&&1 to enter Germany dnd %o foster the pseudo-prospority

whioh the 1929 deprossion dostroyods The gedtgeiet diotated the -

Centorts entrance ints the Luther Ministry as #% had previously
diotatsd the *Céﬁ%r'é céopezr»‘atmn"with' a‘e‘a'iaii-s‘m and 1iveraliem,

The. Center Party in J&nuary 1925 wae essentialky no diffserent.

than the Contor Party of 19&&1 ﬁhe war and.its aftormath had created
exneptional conditions which the Contef redognised and nat reals
1stica11y, but the Ceuter was gHill essentially & Catholic party

and &9 a Latholic party it could be netther liberel nor republican,
The ideglbgi¢al gapvbetwaen the Center #nd the other parties who
;suppgertéa the Ropublie had failed to.divide the republicen p.artiéq

-untzl the Luther cabinet becausy of the press of foreign affairs
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eéiﬁléix roagong. £or the. gupport which. thé Center .gave the Republise
 wao prophetis of & vactilaving policy whick would be: fleaidle.. . .-
enough 'to allew:thé Center to upport any coalition which'would:

"

guarantes its ‘clerical progrefiy - -
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