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did Ken Kesey exemplify the counterculture of the 60°s with his

attitude towards drugs, and how did drugs influence his writing of

Cuckoo s Nest?

Ken Kesey's iconic 1962 novel One
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
exemplifies the pivotal shifts in
American life, culture, and 1deology
that characterize the 1960°s. Cuckoo's
Nest paralleled the emergence of
counterculture movements that
challenged the oppressive status-quo.
Ken Kesey and other supporters of
psychedelics furthered this
counterculture narrative by advocating
for psychedelic drugs as a method of
raising consciousness, empowering
individuals to challenge the falsity of
mainstream culture. Many consider
Kesey the father of the 60’s psychedelichy
revolution, citing his experimentation
with drugs with the Merry Pranksters.

Methods

The beginnings of this project are rooted in the investigation of

archival materials donated by Ken Kesey and his family. Using C OHCIUSIOH

the.Speci.al Collectiqns division of the University of Oregon’s Kesey maintained the position that drugs did not create, but that they opened up new possibilities; “I’ve found them
Knight Library, special focus was given to lett.ers by Ken Kesey [drugs] keys to worlds that have always existed, that zave to be talked about!l.” He believed psychedelics were tools ACkn Owled ements
to Ken Babbs, where Kesey’s extensive experience with drugs 1s to explore what was already in his mind. Kesey wanted to have fun in his life, “I want to write a good novel instead g
apparent. To better understand Kesey and the era in which he was of a poor one just because it’s fun to write a good novel,” which further evidences his rejection of mainstream The University of Oregon is located on Kalapuya
writing, peer-reviewed journal articles, interviews with Kesey, culture. Kesey lived his life unconventionally even as a writer; Kesey’s agent, Sterling Lord, remembered Kesey as ilihi, the traditional indigenous homeland of the
and recollections from those close to him were examined. Finally, deeply committed to living and experiencing as much as writing, with writing only being a part of living!2. His use Kalapuya people. We also extend our respect to the
the findings made using these primary and secondary sources of drugs may have been the most obvious exemplification of 60’s counterculture, but it was only one part of the nine federally recognized tribes of Oregon, as well as
were used to examine One I lew Over .the Cuckoo s Nest. This whole that made him an iconic figure of rejecting conformity, and only one part of his literary process. Furthermore, to the many more tribes who have ancestral
research was instrumental in determining hOW 1960°s | it is notable that drugs are not put in a positive light in Cuckoo s Nest, since the patients were forced to take them and connections to this territory, as well as to all other
counterculture and Ken Kesey’s drug usage impacted his novel. it clouded their judgement of the Big Nurse and her cruel authority over them. This may be because Kesey took displaced Indigenous peoples who call Oregon home.
drugs out of his own free will, with the knowledge and intention to use them to open doors, not to close them. It Thank you to Linda Long, curator of manuscripts
Depicted at left: could have something to do with the nature of the drugs as well, as they were fabricated for controlling purposes and senior librarian at the University of Oregon
fdzsg ;‘rlg;ll{fters instead of for creating feelings of freedom, like Kesey’s favored Peyote. Psychedelic drugs helped Kesey begin the Knight Library who helped make our research
T R Al writing process by liberating the creativity that was inside him all along. effective and informed. Thank you to Dr. Rust, our
mentor and professor, who was always there to
answer our questions, and helped foster a supportive
research community. Finally, thank you to the
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and empowering our research.
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