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ABSTRACT  

In Whe 1950V, pV\chedelic dUXgV ZeUe Whe VXbjecW of e[WenViYe pV\chiaWUic UeVeaUch in Whe 
UniWed SWaWeV. B\ 1960, Whe\ had been foXnd Wo be non-addicWiYe, Wo haYe UemaUkable 
VafeW\ pUofileV, and Wo poWenWiall\ be able Wo WUeaW a Uange of pV\chological condiWionV. 
HoZeYeU, in 1968, Whe poVVeVVion of pV\chedelicV ZaV cUiminali]ed b\ Whe US fedeUal 
goYeUnmenW. ConVeqXenWl\, medical UeVeaUch haV been VWifled, and Woda\ Whe poVVeVVion 
and diVWUibXWion of pV\chedelicV aUe pXniVhed moUe VeYeUel\ Whan foU moUe dangeUoXV 
UecUeaWional dUXgV VXch aV meWhampheWamine. MoVW VcholaUV aUgXe WhaW pV\chedelicV 
ZeUe cUiminali]ed dXe Wo a ´moUal panicµ in Whe laWe 1960V. HoZeYeU, WhiV WheoU\ 
oYeUlookV VeYeUal impoUWanW aVpecWV of Whe poliWical pUoceVV WhaW led Wo pV\chedelic 
cUiminali]aWion. ThiV eVVa\ WakeV an alWeUnaWiYe VWance. FiUVW, eaUl\ 20Wh cenWXU\ 
WempeUance adYocaWeV inVWilled an anWi-dUXg moUal fUameZoUk inWo Whe AmeUican cXlWXUal 
conVcioXVneVV. Then, in Whe eaUl\ 1960V, VafeW\ conceUnV and pUofeVVional biaVeV led moVW 
mainVWUeam pV\chiaWUiVWV Wo UejecW Whe WheUapeXWic XVe of pV\chedelicV. TheVe facWoUV 
inWeUacWed Wo caXVe boWh a moUal panic and VeYeUe cUiminali]aWion, bXW Whe moUal panic 
did noW iWVelf caXVe cUiminali]aWion.

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

FRU WhRXVaQdV Rf \eaUV, PXOWiSOe cXOWXUeV haYe XVed SV\chedeOic dUXgV fRU WheiU PediciQaO 
SURSeUWieV aQd abiOiW\ WR iQdXce P\VWicaO e[SeUieQceV (Siff 2015, 68). BXW WRda\, WheVe VXbVWaQceV 
haYe beeQ heaYiO\ cUiPiQaOi]ed acURVV Whe deYeORSed ZRUOd. IQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, fRU e[aPSOe, 
SRVVeVViRQ RU diVWUibXWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOic dUXgV caUUieV PRUe VeYeUe SeQaOWieV WhaQ eYeQ VXch 
QRWRUiRXVO\ daQgeURXV aQd addicWiYe VXbVWaQceV aV cRcaiQe, PeWhaPSheWaPiQe, RU PRUShiQe 
(DEA Q.d. ³CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQce´).  

ThiV haV QRW aOZa\V beeQ Whe caVe. IQ Whe 1950V, SV\chedeOicV ZeUe QRW VeeQ aV ³haUd dUXgV´ bXW 
ZeUe WRXWed b\ Whe APeUicaQ Pedia aV a UeYROXWiRQaU\ SV\chiaWUic PediciQe (Siff 2015, 61). EYeQ 
iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V, aV UecUeaWiRQaO XVe Rf LSD aQd RWheU SV\chedeOicV becaPe ZideVSUead iQ Whe 
US, PRVW APeUicaQV ZeUe QRW highO\ cRQceUQed abRXW UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe (143). BXW beWZeeQ 
Whe 1965 aQd 1971, SXbOic RSiQiRQ VhifWed UadicaOO\. PV\chedeOicV ZeUe VRRQ afWeU baQQed fRU 
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PedicaO aV ZeOO aV UecUeaWiRQaO SXUSRVeV, fiUVW QaWiRQaOO\ iQ Whe US, aQd WheQ gORbaOO\ Yia Whe 
UQiWed NaWiRQV CRQYeQWiRQ RQ PV\chRWURSic DUXgV. 

ThiV UaSid SROic\ VhifW iV eYeQ PRUe iQWUigXiQg becaXVe Rf iWV cOeaU diVcRQQecW ZiWh VcieQWific 
facW. MRVW SV\chedeOicV aUe cXUUeQWO\ cOaVVified aV SchedXOe I b\ Whe US DUXg EQfRUcePeQW AgeQc\ 
(DEA), a caWegRU\ UeVeUYed fRU dUXgV ZiWh ³QR cXUUeQWO\ acceSWed PedicaO XVe iQ Whe US, a OacN Rf 
acceSWed VafeW\ fRU XVe XQdeU PedicaO VXSeUYiViRQ, aQd a high SRWeQWiaO fRU abXVe´ (Q.d. 
³CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQce SchedXOeV´). The OaWWeU WZR aVVeUWiRQV aUe RbMecWiYeO\ faOVe; SV\chedeOicV 
aUe UePaUNabO\ QRQ-WR[ic aQd QRQ-addicWiYe, aV haV beeQ VhRZQ iQ dR]eQV Rf cOiQicaO VWXdieV RYeU 
Whe SaVW 70 \eaUV (DUXg PROic\ AOOiaQce; CaUhaUW-HaUUiV aQd GRRdZiQ 2017; AQdeUVRQ eW aO. 2020; 
NichROV aQd GURb 2018). CRQWUaU\ WR SRSXOaU beOief, Whe SV\chRORgicaO UiVNV Rf SV\chedeOic XVe aUe 
aOVR QegOigibOe²YeU\ OaUge-n VWXdieV haYe dePRQVWUaWed QR iQcUeaVed UiVN Rf PeQWaO heaOWh 
SURbOePV iQ SV\chedeOic XVeUV (JRhaQVeQ aQd KUebV 2015). AddiWiRQaOO\, ZhiOe Whe PedicaO XVe Rf 
SV\chedeOicV iV QRW cXUUeQWO\ OegaO iQ Whe US, VWXdieV daWiQg bacN WR Whe 1950V haYe dePRQVWUaWed 
Whe dUXgV¶ iPPeQVe SRWeQWiaO iQ WUeaWiQg a UaQge Rf SV\chiaWUic diVRUdeUV (LiechWi 2017; 
WiQNeOPaQ 2014; AQdeUVRQ eW aO. 2020; DaV eW aO. 2016; GaVVeU 2014). FRU e[aPSOe, PXOWiSOe 
UeceQW WUiaOV haYe fRXQd WhaW SViORc\biQ (Whe acWiYe cRPSRQeQW iQ SV\chedeOic PXVhURRPV) 
SURdXced VigQificaQW cOiQicaO iPSURYePeQWV iQ aQ[ieW\, deSUeVViRQ, RbVeVViYe cRPSXOViYe 
diVRUdeU, aQd aOcRhRO deSeQdeQce (CaUhaUW-HaUUiV aQd GRRdZiQ 2017). 

ThiV WheViV ZiOO e[SOaiQ Whe US gRYeUQPeQW¶V bi]aUUe cRQcOXViRQ iQ 1968 WhaW, cRQWUaU\ WR aOO 
aYaiOabOe eYideQce, SV\chedeOicV ZeUe highO\ daQgeURXV WR VRcieW\ aQd had WR be cUiPiQaOi]ed aW 
Whe higheVW OeYeO. The SUiPaU\ RbMecWiYe Rf WhiV SURMecW iV WR e[SOaiQ Whe UaSid VhifW iQ SXbOic aQd 
gRYeUQPeQWaO RSiQiRQ iQ Whe US iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe gORbaO dUXg SURhibiWiRQ UegiPe. The 
fROORZiQg VecWiRQV dUaZ e[WeQViYeO\ fURP Whe e[iVWiQg OiWeUaWXUe RQ Whe WRSic aQd VXSSOePeQW WhaW 
VecRQdaU\ VRXUce UeVeaUch ZiWh caUefXO e[aPiQaWiRQ aQd V\QWheViV Rf Whe aYaiOabOe hiVWRUicaO 
eYideQce. BaVed RQ WhiV eYideQce, WhiV SaSeU ZiOO chaOOeQge Whe dRPiQaQW WheRU\²WhaW APeUicaQ 
SURhibiWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV ZaV Whe UeVXOW Rf a ³PRUaO SaQic´ VSaUNed b\ Pedia VeQVaWiRQaOiVP. 
The fiQaO WZR VecWiRQV ZiOO dePRQVWUaWe WhaW, aOWhRXgh a PRUaO SaQic did RccXU, Whe SUiPaU\ caXVe 
Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV QRW Whe SaQic. IQVWead, iW ZaV QeR-PXUiWaQ, aQWi-dUXg cXOWXUaO 
QRUPV, cRPbiQed ZiWh a VeUieV Rf deYeORSPeQWV iQ Whe SV\chiaWUic UeVeaUch cRPPXQiW\, WhaW 
SeUVXaded OaZPaNeUV WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV. 

SecWiRQ 2 diVcXVVeV Whe PeWhRdV XVed WR cROOecW aQd iQWeUSUeW eYideQce, aV ZeOO aV Whe 
OiPiWaWiRQV Rf Whe eYideQce aQd Whe VWXd\ iWVeOf. SecWiRQ 3 SURYideV a bUief RYeUYieZ Rf Whe Ne\ 
hiVWRUicaO facWV, WR SURYide Whe UeadeU ZiWh cRQWe[W fRU Whe aUgXPeQWaWiYe SRUWiRQ Rf Whe WheViV. 
SecWiRQ 4 SURceedV WR UeYieZ Whe OiWeUaWXUe RQ SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ (iQcOXdiQg Whe PRUaO 
SaQic WheRU\), aV ZeOO aV dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US PRUe geQeUaOO\. SecWiRQ 5 addUeVVeV aW 
OeQgWh Whe PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, aVVeVViQg bRWh iWV VWUeQgWhV aQd iWV 
VhRUWcRPiQgV. FiQaOO\, SecWiRQ 6 V\QWheVi]eV Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ fURP SUeYiRXV chaSWeUV iQWR a 
cRheViYe WheRU\, Zhich iQcRUSRUaWeV Whe VWURQgeVW eOePeQWV Rf Whe PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ ZhiOe aOVR 
addUeVViQg iWV ZeaNQeVVeV.  

2. METHODS 
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2.1. PROCESS TRACING 

IQ SROiWicaO VcieQce, eVWabOiVhiQg caXVaO UeOaWiRQVhiSV iV QRWRUiRXVO\ difficXOW. PROiWicaO eYeQWV 
Pa\ haYe hXQdUedV Rf hiddeQ, iQWeUUeOaWed caXVeV, QRQe Rf Zhich ZRXOd haYe beeQ eQRXgh WR 
WUiggeU Whe eYeQW RQ WheiU RZQ. MRUeRYeU, each VSecific SROiWicaO eYeQW RQO\ haSSeQV RQce²cRQWURO 
gURXSV aQd PXOWiSOe WUiaOV aUe OX[XUieV WhaW Whe SROiWicaO VcieQWiVW dReV QRW aOZa\V eQMR\. TheUefRUe, 
WheRUieV iQ SROiWicaO VcieQce aUe bXiOW QRW RQO\ RQ VWaWiVWicV RU e[SeUiPeQWV, bXW aOVR RQ ORgicaO 
iQfeUeQce aQd caUefXO aUgXPeQWaWiRQ. TheVe aUgXPeQWV aUe VXSSRUWed b\ baOaQced aQd WhRURXgh 
iQYeVWigaWiRQ Rf Whe UeOeYaQW hiVWRUicaO facWV. ThiV iV Whe aSSURach XVed iQ WhiV WheViV²iW aSSOieV a 
TXaOiWaWiYe, SURceVV-WUaciQg PeWhRdRORg\ WR aQaO\]e Whe hiVWRUicaO UecRUd aQd deYeORS a WheRU\ WR 
e[SOaiQ Whe gORbaO cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV.  

BefRUe begiQQiQg Whe SURceVV-WUaciQg VWeS, iW ZaV QeceVVaU\ WR deYeORS a WiPeOiQe Rf iPSRUWaQW 
deYeORSPeQWV, fURP Whe diVcRYeU\ Rf LSD iQ 1938 WR Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO SURhibiWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV 
iQ 1971. ThiV WiPeOiQe fROORZed VeYeUaO iQWeUcRQQecWed VeTXeQceV Rf eYeQWV, Zhich iQcOXde: Whe 
eaUO\ UeVeaUch aQd WheUaSeXWic XVe Rf SV\chedeOicV b\ Whe SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\, Whe e[SORViRQ Rf 
QRQ-PedicaO SV\chedeOic XVe (iQcOXdiQg SRSXOaU figXUeV OiNe TiP LeaU\ ZhR eQcRXUaged iW), Whe 
aVVRciaWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV ZiWh Whe 1960V \RXWh cRXQWeUcXOWXUe, aQd Whe eYROYiQg Pedia 
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf SV\chedeOicV WhURXgh Whe 1950V aQd 60V. ThiV WiPeOiQe UeOied PaiQO\ RQ 
VecRQdaU\ OiWeUaWXUe, VXch aV Lee aQd ShOaiQ¶V (1985) Acid Dreams aQd SWeYeQV¶V Storming 
Heaven: LSD and the American Dream (1987). WheUeYeU SRVVibOe, PXOWiSOe iQdeSeQdeQW 
VecRQdaU\ VRXUceV ZeUe XVed aQd/RU SUiPaU\ VRXUceV ZeUe ORcaWed WR cRUURbRUaWe Ne\ facWXaO 
SRiQWV. The UeVXOWV Rf WhiV aQaO\ViV aUe RXWOiQed iQ Whe HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd VecWiRQ. 

AfWeU Whe WiPeOiQe, VeYeUaO SOaXVibOe h\SRWheVeV ZeUe aVVePbOed WR e[SOaiQ each PaMRU 
deYeORSPeQW iQ Whe SaWh WR SV\chedeOic SURhibiWiRQ. TheVe h\SRWheVeV UaQged fURP QaUURZ, e.g. 
³TiP LeaU\¶V WeVWiPRQ\ WR Whe SeQaWe iQ 1966 iQcUeaVed SeQaWRUV¶ diVWaVWe fRU SV\chedeOicV,´ WR 
bURad, e.g. ³WheQ SV\chedeOicV ZeUe cUiPiQaOi]ed iQ 1968, PRVW gRYeUQPeQW RfficiaOV beOieYed 
Whe\ ZeUe OegiWiPaWeO\ daQgeURXV.´ MaQ\ Rf WheVe h\SRWheVeV ZeUe dUaZQ fURP e[iVWiQg VecRQdaU\ 
OiWeUaWXUe RQ Whe WRSic²WheVe aUe deVcUibed iQ Whe LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ VecWiRQ. OWheUV ZeUe 
deYeORSed b\ cORVeO\ e[aPiQiQg Whe WiPeOiQe aQd VeaUchiQg fRU SOaXVibOe caXVaO UeOaWiRQVhiSV. 
OQce a UaQge Rf UeaVRQabOe e[SOaQaWiRQV had beeQ deWeUPiQed fRU each PaMRU deYeORSPeQW, Whe\ 
ZeUe eYaOXaWed agaiQVW Whe SUiPaU\ VRXUce eYideQce.  

IQ gaWheUiQg SUiPaU\ VRXUceV, Whe fRcXV ZaV RQ Whe 1960V, ZheQ Whe SRSXOaUiW\ Rf SV\chedeOic 
dUXgV hiW iWV ]eQiWh²aQd ZheQ Whe\ ZeUe cUiPiQaOi]ed WhURXghRXW Whe US aQd Whe ZRUOd. ThUee 
PaiQ W\SeV Rf VRXUceV ZeUe XVed. The fiUVW W\Se ZaV Pedia UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf SV\chedeOicV, VXch 
aV QeZVSaSeU/Paga]iQe aUWicOeV. The VecRQd W\Se ZaV gRYeUQPeQWaO cRPPXQicaWiRQV, VXch aV Whe 
PiQXWeV fURP OegiVOaWiYe heaUiQgV, SXbOic VWaWePeQWV fURP gRYeUQPeQW RfficiaOV, aQd aQ\ SUiYaWe 
cRPPXQicaWiRQV RQ Whe VXbMecW aYaiOabOe. The WhiUd W\Se ZaV Whe VcieQWific eYideQce aYaiOabOe aW 
Whe WiPe, iQcOXdiQg VafeW\ aQd WROeUabiOiW\ VWXdieV, UeVeaUch iQWR SV\chedeOicV aV SV\chiaWUic 
PedicaWiRQV, aQd PedicaO cRQfeUeQce SURceediQgV. OQce cROOecWed, WhiV SUiPaU\ VRXUce eYideQce 
ZaV XVed WR eYaOXaWe Whe h\SRWheVeV deVcUibed abRYe. 
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The UeVXOW Rf WhiV SURceVV iV a WheRUeWicaO accRXQW Rf Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV. ThiV 
accRXQW cRPbiQeV Whe beVW-VXSSRUWed h\SRWheVeV iQWR a ViQgOe, cRheUeQW QaUUaWiYe. WheUe 
aSSURSUiaWe, aOWeUQaWiYe h\SRWheVeV aUe e[SOaiQed aQd UefXWed. MRVW aVSecWV Rf WhiV WheRU\ aUe 
dUaZQ fURP VecRQdaU\ OiWeUaWXUe RQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf SV\chedeOicV, aV ZeOO aV Whe OaUgeU bRd\ Rf ZRUN 
VXUURXQdiQg APeUicaQ dUXg SROiWicV iQ geQeUaO. PUiPaU\ VRXUce eYideQce iV aOVR XVed WhURXghRXW 
Whe SaSeU WR VXbVWaQWiaWe aQd UeiQfRUce iPSRUWaQW hiVWRUicaO SRiQWV.  

2.2. METHODOLOGICAL LIMITATIONS 

2.2.1. AVAILABILITY BIAS 

The XVe Rf SUiPaU\ VRXUce eYideQce ZaV QeceVVaUiO\ VXbMecW WR VRPe aYaiOabiOiW\ biaV. IW ZaV 
RQO\ SRVVibOe WR cRQVideU SUiPaU\-VRXUce eYideQce WhaW e[iVWV aQd iV SXbOicO\ aYaiOabOe. ThiV 
iQcUeaVeV Whe OiNeOihRRd WhaW ceUWaiQ facWRUV ZeUe RYeU- RU XQdeUUeSUeVeQWed iQ Whe eYideQce baVe. 
FRU e[aPSOe, fedeUaO aQd VWaWe gRYeUQPeQWV aUe diViQcOiQed WR UeOeaVe iQfRUPaWiRQ WhaW ZRXOd 
haUP WheiU SXbOic iPage, aQd WhiV haV had WaQgibOe iPSacWV RQ WhiV SURMecW. MXch Rf Whe SUiPaU\ 
VRXUce eYideQce RQ Whe CIA¶V SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch SURgUaP ZaV SXUSRVefXOO\ deVWUR\ed iQ Whe 
1970V, VR iW haV beeQ QeceVVaU\ WR UeO\ RQ VecRQdaU\ VRXUceV aQd Whe feZ SUiPaU\ UeSRUWV WhaW 
UePaiQ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 285). AV aQRWheU e[aPSOe, ViQce Paga]iQe aQd QeZVSaSeU aUWicOeV 
aUe UeOaWiYeO\ eaV\ WR RbWaiQ, iW haV beeQ difficXOW QRW WR SOace diVSURSRUWiRQaWe ZeighW RQ Pedia 
VRXUceV. 

AYaiOabiOiW\ biaV ZaV addUeVVed b\ caUefXOO\ cRQVideUiQg Whe TXaOiW\ aQd QaWXUe Rf eYideQce, QRW 
MXVW Whe TXaQWiW\ aYaiOabOe. The aSSURach XVed iQ WhiV WheViV ZaV SaUWiaOO\ PRdeOed afWeU Whe 
iQfeUeQWiaO ORgic RXWOiQed iQ a 2011 aUWicOe b\ DaYid CROOieU. CROOieU SURSRVeV a SURceVV-WUaciQg 
PeWhRd Zhich caWegRUi]eV aOO SieceV Rf SUiPaU\ eYideQce aV QeceVVaU\, VXfficieQW, bRWh, RU QeiWheU 
WR cRQfiUP a SaUWicXOaU h\SRWheViV. The TXaQWiW\ Rf eYideQce iV OeVV iPSRUWaQW WhaQ Whe ORgicaO 
iQfeUeQceV WhaW caQ be dUaZQ fURP each cOXe. The eYideQce XVed heUe ZaV aOVR deOibeUaWeO\ 
gaWheUed fURP a baOaQced aQd diYeUVe UaQge Rf VRXUceV. The bXON Rf Whe SUiPaU\ VRXUce aQaO\ViV 
ZaV baVed RQ cRQWePSRUaQeRXV PedicaO MRXUQaOV, PaiQVWUeaP QeZV Pedia, aQd gRYeUQPeQW 
SXbOicaWiRQV. HRZeYeU, Whe aQaO\ViV aOVR iQcRUSRUaWeV ZhaWeYeU eYideQce cRXOd be fRXQd fURP 
XQdeUgURXQd QeZVSaSeUV, decOaVVified aQd/RU OeaNed CIA dRcXPeQWV, aQd RWheU OeVV-
cRQYeQWiRQaO VRXUceV. 

Of cRXUVe, WheVe PeaVXUeV Pa\ QRW haYe eOiPiQaWed aYaiOabiOiW\ biaV fURP WhiV VWXd\. AV ZiWh 
aQ\ hiVWRUicaO iQYeVWigaWiRQ, WhiV RQe iV baVed RQ Whe OiPiWed, SaUWiaO eYideQce WhaW haV VXUYiYed Whe 
WeVW Rf WiPe. NeZ eYideQce cRXOd ePeUge WR cRQWUadicW Whe QaUUaWiYe aQd WheRUieV SUeVeQWed heUe. 
If iW dReV, WheQ Whe cRQcOXViRQV Rf WhiV WheViV PXVW be UeeYaOXaWed. 

2.2.2. SELECTION BIAS AND GENERALIZABILITY 

ThiV WheViV fRcXVeV aOPRVW eQWiUeO\ RQ Whe VSecific caVe Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US. 
AOWhRXgh iW aOVR e[aPiQeV Whe UN¶V 1971 deciViRQ WR iQcOXde SV\chedeOicV iQ SchedXOe I Rf Whe 
CRQYeQWiRQ RQ PV\chRWURSic SXbVWaQceV, WhaW iV dRQe SUiPaUiO\ WR eYaOXaWe Whe UROe Whe US SOa\ed 
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iQ WhaW deciViRQ. ThiV iV WheUefRUe a ZiWhiQ-caVe aQaO\ViV²WhaW iV, iW dReV QRW cRPSaUe Whe caXVeV 
Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US WR Whe caXVeV Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ RWheU 
cRXQWUieV.  

SiQce WhiV VWXd\ cRQVideUV RQO\ RQe caVe, WheUe iV VXbVWaQWiaO SRWeQWiaO fRU VeOecWiRQ biaV aQd 
OacN Rf geQeUaOi]abiOiW\. IQ WheiU SaSeU RQ VeOecWiRQ biaV, CROOieU aQd MahRQe\ caXWiRQ WhaW ZiWhiQ-
caVe SURceVV WUaciQg UeVeaUch iV QRW geQeUaOi]abOe WR RWheU caVeV (1996, 70-72). ThiV iV WUXe fRU WZR 
PaiQ UeaVRQV. FiUVW, Whe UeVeaUcheU RfWeQ chRRVeV aQ e[WUePe caVe WR aQaO\]e, UaWheU WhaQ a 
UeSUeVeQWaWiYe caVe. IQdeed, WhiV WheViV fRcXVeV RQ Whe US SaUWiaOO\ fRU Whe VaNe Rf cRQYeQieQce aQd 
SaUWiaOO\ becaXVe Whe hiVWRU\ Rf SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe US iV dUaPaWic aQd PXOWi-faceWed. SR, Whe US 
Pa\ QRW QeceVVaUiO\ be a gRRd PRdeO WhURXgh Zhich WR XQdeUVWaQd SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ 
RWheU QaWiRQV. SecRQd, eYeQ if Whe chRVeQ caVe iV QRW e[WUePe, a TXaOiWaWiYe, ZiWhiQ-caVe aQaO\ViV 
effecWiYeO\ aPRXQWV WR a VaPSOe Vi]e Rf RQe²QRW QeaU eQRXgh fRU a geQeUaOi]abOe cRQcOXViRQ. IQ 
WhiV ZRUN, WheVe SURbOePV aUe addUeVVed ViPSO\ b\ PaNiQg QR cOaiPV Rf geQeUaOi]abiOiW\. The 
e[SOaQaWiRQV SURYided heUe fRU SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US dR QRW QeceVVaUiO\ Vhed OighW 
RQ Whe SURceVVeV WhaW Oed WR SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ RWheU VWaWeV.  

HRZeYeU, eYeQ ZiWhRXW aWWePSWiQg WR geQeUaOi]e, VeOecWiRQ biaV Pa\ VWiOO iPSacW Whe UeVXOWV Rf 
WhiV VWXd\. CROOieU aQd MahRQe\ QRWe WhaW VWXdieV fRcXViQg RQ a SaUWicXOaU caVe RU VXbVeW Rf caVeV 
Pa\ PiVV iPSRUWaQW UeOaWiRQVhiSV aQd SaWWeUQV SUeVeQW iQ Whe cRPSOeWe VeW (1996, 63-64). ThaW iV, 
WheUe Pa\ be hiddeQ facWRUV WhaW cRQWUibXWed WR SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US, facWRUV WhaW 
RQO\ becRPe aSSaUeQW ZheQ Whe US caVe iV cRPSaUed WR PaQ\ RWheU caVeV. E[WeQViYe cRPSaUaWiYe 
aQaO\ViV iV RXWVide Whe VcRSe Rf WhiV VWXd\, VR WheVe hiddeQ facWRUV, if Whe\ e[iVW, ZiOO haYe WR be 
XQcRYeUed b\ fXWXUe UeVeaUch. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe deSWh Rf aQaO\ViV SURYided b\ Whe SURceVV-
WUaciQg PeWhRd Pa\ SURYide iQVighW WhaW ZRXOd QRW be SRVVibOe ZiWh a bURadeU, cRPSaUaWiYe 
PeWhRd. TheUefRUe, aOWhRXgh VeOecWiRQ biaV SUeVeQWV a VigQificaQW OiPiWaWiRQ, Whe SURceVV-WUaciQg 
PeWhRd ZaV QeYeUWheOeVV Whe PRVW effecWiYe Za\ WR iQYeVWigaWe Whe UeVeaUch TXeVWiRQ aW haQd. 

3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The hiVWRU\ Rf SV\chedeOic XVe iQ Whe APeUicaV daWeV bacN WhRXVaQdV Rf \eaUV. SiQce SUe-hiVWRUic 
WiPeV, QaWXUaOO\ RccXUUiQg SV\chedeOicV VXch aV SViORc\biQ PXVhURRPV, PeVcaOiQe-cRQWaiQiQg 
cacWi, aQd a\ahXaVca bUeZV haYe beeQ XVed b\ NaWiYe WUibeV iQ NRUWh aQd SRXWh APeUica (FUaPe 
Q.d.; KXhQ eW aO. 121-128). TR IQdigeQRXV XVeUV, WheVe VXbVWaQceV ZeUe QRW UecUeaWiRQaO; Whe\ ZeUe 
cRQdXiWV WR Whe diYiQe. R. GRUdRQ WaVVRQ, Whe PaQ ZhR iQWURdXced SViORc\biQ WR ZhiWe APeUica, 
QRWeV WhaW ³aPRQg Whe IQdiaQV, [SViORc\biQ PXVhURRPV¶] XVe iV hedged abRXW ZiWh UeVWUicWiRQV Rf 
PaQ\ NiQdV . . . WheVe aUe QeYeU VROd iQ Whe PaUNeWSOace, aQd QR IQdiaQ daUeV WR eaW WheP 
fUiYRORXVO\, fRU e[ciWePeQW´ (1957). B\ Whe OaWe 19Wh ceQWXU\, ZhiWe APeUicaQV had begXQ WR 
e[SeUiPeQW ZiWh Se\RWe, aQd iQ 1897 chePiVW AUWhXU HeffWeU VXcceVVfXOO\ iVROaWed iWV SV\chedeOic 
cRPSRXQd, PeVcaOiQe (FUaPe, Q.d.). BXW iW ZaV iQ 1938, aW a OabRUaWRU\ iQ SZiW]eUOaQd, WhaW Whe 
VWRU\ Rf SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe US WUXO\ begaQ. 

3.1. ONSET OF ACTION 
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IQ WhaW SZiVV OabRUaWRU\, Zhich beORQged WR Whe ShaUPaceXWicaO cRPSaQ\ SaQdR], AObeUW 
HRffPaQ ZaV aWWePSWiQg WR V\QWheVi]e a QeZ headache PedicaWiRQ fURP Whe eUgRW fXQgXV. He 
SURdXced a Zide UaQge Rf QRYeO cRPSRXQdV, bXW QRQe SaVVed aQiPaO WUiaOV²aPRQg Whe diVcaUdV 
ZaV aQ XQaVVXPiQg PROecXOe, O\VeUgic acid dieWh\OaPide, Zhich HRffPaQ OabeOOed ³LSD-25.´ FiYe 
\eaUV OaWeU, iQ 1943, a ³SecXOiaU SUeVeQWiPeQW´ cRQYiQced hiP WR WaNe aQRWheU ORRN aW WhiV chePicaO. 
IQ Whe SURceVV Rf UeV\QWheVi]iQg iW, HRffPaQ accideQWaOO\ abVRUbed a PicURVcRSic aPRXQW WhURXgh 
hiV VNiQ²eQRXgh WR begiQ Whe fiUVW LSD e[SeUieQce iQ hiVWRU\ (SWeYeQV 1987, 4-5). 

OQce Whe dUXg had ZRUQ Rff, iW ZaV cOeaU WR HRffPaQ WhaW he had diVcRYeUed VRPeWhiQg hXgeO\ 
VigQificaQW. LSD ZaV, b\ faU, Whe PRVW SRWeQW haOOXciQRgeQ NQRZQ WR hXPaQiW\. SaQdR] VSeQW 
VeYeUaO \eaUV aWWePSWiQg WR deWeUPiQe ZhaW SaUWicXOaU PedicaO SXUSRVe iW cRXOd VeUYe. UOWiPaWeO\, 
iQ 1947, SaQdR] bURXghW LSD WR PaUNeW XQdeU Whe bUaQd QaPe ³DeO\Vid.´ The\ diVWUibXWed OaUge 
TXaQWiWieV fUee Rf chaUge WR UeVeaUcheUV iQ aQ aWWePSW WR diVcRYeU ZhaW e[acWO\ LSD ZaV gRRd fRU, 
VSaUNiQg a PaVViYe ZaYe Rf UeVeaUch iQ Whe eaUO\ 1950V (WR be diVcXVVed OaWeU iQ WhiV VecWiRQ) 
(PROOaQ 2018, 142-143). SaQdR] eQcRXUaged SV\chiaWUiVWV WR QRW RQO\ SUeVcUibe LSD fRU a UaQge Rf 
PeQWaO diVRUdeUV, bXW aOVR WR cRQVXPe iW WhePVeOYeV, VR aV WR achieYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf 
Whe SV\chRWic PiQd (FUaPe, Q.d.). AV SaQdR] SeddOed WheiU iQYeQWiRQ RQ Whe ShaUPaceXWicaO 
PaUNeW, hRZeYeU, aQRWheU cXVWRPeU WRRN QRWice²Whe US CeQWUaO IQWeOOigeQce AgeQc\. 

3.2. PSYCHOCHEMICAL WARFARE 

LRQg befRUe LSD ZaV ZeOO-NQRZQ aPRQg Whe APeUicaQ SXbOic, iW ZaV e[WeQViYeO\ WeVWed b\ Whe 
US AUP\ aQd Whe CIA. SiQce Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe CROd WaU iQ Whe Pid-1940V, Whe US had beeQ 
NeeQO\ iQWeUeVWed iQ diVcRYeUiQg a ³WUXWh VeUXP,´ a VXbVWaQce WhaW ZRXOd UeQdeU iQWeUURgeeV PRUe 
PaOOeabOe aQd OiNeO\ WR diYXOge VecUeWV. ThURXghRXW Whe 1940V aQd 1950V Whe CIA cRQdXcWed VecUeW 
WeVWV ZiWh caQQabiV, VedaWiYeV, aQd YaUiRXV cRPbiQaWiRQV Rf RWheU SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQceV (Lee 
aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 5-12). AW VRPe SRiQW iQ Whe OaWe 1940V RU eaUO\ 1950V (Whe e[acW daWe iV QRW SXbOic 
iQfRUPaWiRQ), Whe\ diVcRYeUed LSD. The ageQc\ begaQ WeVWiQg iW e[WeQViYeO\ RQ WheiU RZQ 
RSeUaWiYeV, aV ZeOO aV fXQdiQg e[WeUQaO SV\chiaWUic UeVeaUch (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 12-20). IQ 1954, 
a VecUeW iQWeUQaO CIA PePR ZaV diVWUibXWed, QRWiQg WhaW LSD ZaV ³beWWeU adaSWed WhaQ NQRZQ 
dUXgV WR bRWh iQWeUURgaWiRQ Rf SUiVRQeUV aQd XVe agaiQVW WURRSV aQd ciYiOiaQV,´ aQd OaXdiQg iWV 
³gUeaW VWUaWegic VigQificaQce´ (CIA 1954, 1).  

TheVe SURPiViQg UeVXOWV Oed Whe CIA WR iQiWiaWe a VecUeW SURgUaP iQ 1953, RQe VR bOaWaQWO\ 
XQeWhicaO aQd iOOegaO WhaW, eYeQ WRda\, iW UePaiQV a PaMRU VWaiQ RQ Whe ageQc\¶V UeSXWaWiRQ: PURMecW 
MK-UOWUa (PROOaQ 2018, 142). The gRaO Rf MK-UOWUa ZaV WR WeVW LSD¶V XVefXOQeVV iQ Whe fieOd, Zhich 
ZaV achieYed iQ SaUW b\ VecUeWO\ dRViQg UaQdRP ciYiOiaQV ZiWh OaUge TXaQWiWieV Rf LSD aQd WheQ 
VXbMecWiQg WheP WR ViPXOaWed iQWeUURgaWiRQV. The CIA aOVR WeVWed LSD¶V SRWeQWiaO aV a 
³bUaiQZaVhiQg´ ageQW RQ dR]eQV Rf SV\chiaWUic SaWieQWV, PRVWO\ UaciaO PiQRUiWieV, ZiWhRXW 
cRQVeQW²a cOeaU YiROaWiRQ Rf Whe NXUePbeUg CRde (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 23-35). IQWeUQaOO\, Whe 
CIA OeadeUVhiS MXVWified WheiU heiQRXV acWV ZiWh Whe cOaVVic CROd WaU UefUaiQ: if we do not, the 
Soviets will get there first (CIA 1954, 2; Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 27). IQ facW, RXVVia WUXO\ ZaV eQgaged 
iQ a PiQd-cRQWURO SURgUaP Rf WheiU RZQ, aOWhRXgh WheiU fRcXV ZaV RQ eOecWURPagQeWiVP UaWheU 
WhaQ chePicaOV (KeUQbach 2013). 
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E[cXVeV aVide, OeW iW be cOeaU: Whe US gRYeUQPeQW XVed LSD aV aQ e[SeUiPeQWaO iQVWUXPeQW Rf 
WRUWXUe RQ XQVXVSecWiQg APeUicaQ ciWi]eQV, PaQ\ Rf ZhRP had cRPPiWWed QR cUiPe. AOWhRXgh 
PaQ\ VRXUceV VXgaU-cRaW WheVe e[SeUiPeQWV ZiWh VaQiWi]ed WeUPiQRORg\, WhiV dRZQSOa\V WheiU 
abhRUUeQce. AccRUdiQg WR Whe UN CRQYeQWiRQ agaiQVW TRUWXUe, ³WRUWXUe´ iV defiQed aV ³aQ\ acW b\ 
Zhich VeYeUe SaiQ RU VXffeUiQg, ZheWheU Sh\VicaO RU PeQWaO, iV iQWeQWiRQaOO\ iQfOicWed RQ a SeUVRQ 
b\ . . . a SXbOic RfficiaO RU RWheU SeUVRQ acWiQg iQ aQ RfficiaO caSaciW\´ (OHCR 1984). High dRVeV Rf 
LSD, adPiQiVWeUed ZiWhRXW cRQVeQW, cRPbiQed ZiWh aggUeVViYe iQWeUURgaWiRQ WacWicV, ceUWaiQO\ 
iQfOicWed VeYeUe PeQWaO VXffeUiQg. ThaW ZaV Whe SRiQW; SeU Whe CIA¶V iQWeUQaO UeSRUWV, Whe SUiPaU\ 
XWiOiW\ Rf SV\chedeOic dUXgV ZaV WR ³SURdXce aQ[ieW\ RU WeUURU´ (BiPPeUOe 1993). IQ 1963, Whe CIA¶V 
IQVSecWRU GeQeUaO ZaUQed ageQWV WR WaNe gUeaW SaiQV WR eQVXUe WhaW MK-UOWUa UePaiQed VecUeW, 
OeVW Whe ageQc\¶V SXbOic iPage be UXiQed (SWeYeQV 1987, 84). 

B\ 1958, Whe US AUP\ had begXQ iWV RZQ VeUieV Rf e[SeUiPeQWV RQ LSD aV a WRUWXUe iQVWUXPeQW. 
AccRUdiQg WR WeVWiPRQ\ b\ Whe AUP\¶V GeQeUaO CRXQVeO iQ 1975, WheVe e[SeUiPeQWV ZeUe PaiQO\ 
cRQdXcWed RQ a gURXS Rf abRXW 600 US VROdieUV (AbOaUd 1975, 9, 15). OQe Rf WheVe VROdieUV, a BOacN 
PaQ QaPed JaPeV ThRUQZeOO, ZaV iPSUiVRQed aQd SV\chRORgicaOO\ abXVed fRU WhUee PRQWhV, 
iQWeUURgaWed XQdeU Whe iQfOXeQce Rf a heaY\ dRVe Rf LSD, WheQ UeOeaVed; PeQWaOO\, he QeYeU 
UecRYeUed (KhaWchadRXUiaQ 2012). ASSaUeQWO\, Whe AUP\ ZaV VaWiVfied ZiWh Whe UeVXOWV Rf WheiU 
e[SeUiPeQWV, aV LSD ZaV WheQ WaNeQ RYeUVeaV aQd ³fieOd-WeVWed´ iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V (AbOaUd 1975, 
12-14). ThiV fieOd WeVWiQg eQWaiOed Whe deWaiQPeQW Rf ³OUieQWaOV Rf YaUiRXV QaWiRQaOiWieV´ ZhR ZeUe 
VXVSecWed Rf CRPPXQiVW eVSiRQage RU (iURQicaOO\) dUXg WUafficNiQg (KhaWchadRXUiaQ 2012). TheVe 
deWaiQeeV ZeUe giYeQ PaVViYe dRVeV Rf LSD iQ cRQMXQcWiRQ ZiWh PRUe WUadiWiRQaO WRUWXUe PeWhRdV 
OiNe e[WUePe WePSeUaWXUeV aQd deh\dUaWiRQ²VeYeUaO begged WheiU iQWeUURgaWRUV fRU deaWh (Lee aQd 
ShOaiQ 1985, 39-40). 

TRUWXUe ZaV QRW Whe RQO\ gRaO Rf Whe CIA aQd AUP\¶V e[SeUiPeQWV ZiWh LSD. IQ 1959, MaMRU 
GeQeUaO WiOOiaP CUeaV\ SeWiWiRQed CRQgUeVV WR fXQd aQ AUP\ ³SV\chRchePicaO ZaUfaUe´ SURMecW 
(Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 36-37). LSD aQd RWheU haOOXciQRgeQV cRXOd be aQ aOWeUQaWiYe WR QXcOeaU 
ZeaSRQV, CUeaV\ aUgXed, if adPiQiVWeUed WR aQ eQeP\ SRSXOaWiRQ Yia Whe aiU RU ZaWeU VXSSO\ 
(AbOaUd 1975, 4-5). WhiOe a ciW\¶V iQhabiWaQWV ZaQdeUed abRXW iQ a haOOXciQaWRU\ deOiUiXP, CUeaV\ 
beOieYed, Whe US PiOiWaU\ cRXOd UXVh iQ aQd Vei]e cRQWURO ZiWhRXW aQ\ ORVV Rf Oife RU iQfUaVWUXcWXUe. 
CRQgUeVV aSSURYed CUeaV\¶V SURSRVaO fRU a SV\chRchePicaO ZaUfaUe SURMecW, aOWhRXgh LSD WXUQed 
RXW WR be WRR difficXOW WR adPiQiVWeU WR OaUge SRSXOaWiRQV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 36-37, 41). IQVWead, 
Whe AUP\ PRYed RQ WR PRUe SRWeQW, eaViO\ adPiQiVWeUed VXSeUhaOOXciQRgeQV. OQe VXch ZeaSRQ, 
BZ, ZaV XVed iQ Whe VieWQaP WaU aQd Pa\ haYe beeQ cRQVideUed fRU XVe agaiQVW dRPeVWic 
iQVXUgeQWV (42-43).  

NRQe Rf Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ iQ WhiV VecWiRQ caPe WR OighW XQWiO Whe Pid-1970V, afWeU Whe CIA had 
aOUead\ SXUged PRVW Rf Whe UeOeYaQW eYideQce fURP iWV UecRUdV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 285-286). 
BXW iQ hiQdVighW, iW iV cOeaU WhaW QRbRd\ SOa\ed a OaUgeU UROe iQ Whe eaUO\ hiVWRU\ Rf SV\chedeOicV iQ 
Whe US WhaQ iWV RZQ PiOiWaU\ aQd iQWeOOigeQce ageQcieV. The CIA QRW RQO\ SURYided WUePeQdRXV 
UeVRXUceV WR SUiYaWe UeVeaUcheUV iQYeVWigaWiQg LSD, bXW Whe\ aOVR fRXQded Whe fiUVW LSD SURdXcWiRQ 
RSeUaWiRQ iQ Whe US (20-21, 27). Of cRXUVe, Whe ageQWV ZhR aXWhRUi]ed WheVe deciViRQV cRXOd QRW 
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haYe NQRZQ WhaW WhiV e[SeUiPeQWaO WUXWh VeUXP ZRXOd cRPe WR UeYROXWiRQi]e SV\chiaWU\ aQd fXeO 
a cXOWXUaO XSheaYaO OiNe Whe US had QeYeU VeeQ. 

3.3. THE PEAK 

AfWeU LSD hiW Whe PaUNeW iQ 1947, iQ QR VPaOO SaUW WhaQNV WR Whe effRUWV Rf Whe CIA aQd US AUP\, 
iW VSUead OiNe ZiOdfiUe WhURXghRXW Whe APeUicaQ SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\. IQiWiaOO\, dXe WR UeSRUWV 
fURP Whe CIA aQd AUP\, iW ZaV beOieYed WhaW LSD¶V SUiPaU\ effecW ZaV WR iQdXce a WePSRUaU\ VWaWe 
Rf SV\chRViV, aQd VR iW begaQ WR be dXbbed a ³SV\chRWRPiPeWic´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 19-21; 
PROOaQ 2018, 145-146). EYeQ iQ 1951, hRZeYeU, WheUe ZeUe WhRVe ZhR beOieYed iW ZaV VRPeWhiQg 
PRUe. Chief aPRQg WheP ZaV AO HXbbaUd, Whe ³JRhQQ\ ASSOeVeed Rf LSD.´ HXbbaUd, afWeU WU\iQg 
LSD iQ 1951, iPPediaWeO\ UeVROYed WR deYRWe hiV Oife WR VSUeadiQg Whe SV\chedeOic gRVSeO.  

OQe Rf HXbbaUd¶V cORVe cROOeagXeV ZaV SV\chiaWUiVW DU. HXPShUe\ OVPRQd, ZiWh ZhRP 
HXbbaUd ZRUNed WR eVWabOiVh LSD WUeaWPeQW ceQWeUV QaWiRQZide. TheVe ceQWeUV VSeciaOi]ed iQ 
WUeaWiQg aOcRhROiVP aQd UeSRUWed aQ aVWRQiVhiQg 50% VXcceVV UaWe (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 45-50). 
IQ 1957, OVPRQd SUeVeQWed hiV UeVXOWV WR Whe NeZ YRUN AcadeP\ Rf ScieQceV aQd VSRNe RXW agaiQVW 
Whe ³SV\chRWRPiPeWic´ SaUadigP. The VXbMecWiYe effecWV Rf SV\chedeOicV, he cRQWeQded, bRUe RQO\ 
a VXSeUficiaO UeVePbOaQce WR SV\chRViV. MRUeRYeU, if aOO WheVe dUXgV did ZaV ViPXOaWe PeQWaO 
iOOQeVV, WheQ hRZ cRXOd Whe\ haYe VXch iQcUedibOe WheUaSeXWic effecWV? (PROOaQ 2018, 150-151) 
IQVWead, OVPRQd SURSRVed a QeZ WeUP fRU WhiV QRYeO cOaVV Rf VXbVWaQce, ³SV\chedeOic,´ fURP Whe 
GUeeN fRU ³PiQd-PaQifeVWiQg´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 55). EYideQWO\, Whe WeUP haV SeUVeYeUed. 

OVPRQd¶V UeVeaUch RQ SV\chedeOicV aOVR VXcceeded iQ aWWUacWiQg Whe iQWeUeVW Rf faPRXV aXWhRU 
AOdRXV HX[Oe\, ZhR YROXQWeeUed hiPVeOf fRU a PeVcaOiQe WUiaO iQ 1953 (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 46). 
FRU HX[Oe\, aV fRU VR PaQ\ RWheUV befRUe aQd afWeU hiP, Whe SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce ZaV Oife 
chaQgiQg. A \eaU OaWeU, he SXbOiVhed a UaSWXURXV accRXQW Rf hiV WUiS: The Doors of Perception. ³I 
ZaV VeeiQg ZhaW AdaP had VeeQ RQ Whe PRUQiQg Rf hiV cUeaWiRQ²Whe PiUacOe, PRPeQW b\ PRPeQW, 
Rf QaNed e[iVWeQce´ (HX[Oe\ 1996, 17). IW iV haUd WR RYeUVWaWe Whe iPSacW Rf WhiV bRRN²SV\chedeOicV 
ZeUe UeOaWiYeO\ XQNQRZQ WR Whe APeUicaQ SXbOic, aQd QRZ RQe Rf Whe gUeaWeVW ZUiWeUV Rf Whe 
geQeUaWiRQ ZaV ViQgiQg WheiU SUaiVeV! (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 47; Siff 2015, 61) HX[Oe\ gReV VR faU 
aV WR VXggeVW aQ edXcaWiRQ V\VWeP iQ Zhich iQWeOOecWXaOV aUe ³XUged aQd eYeQ, if QeceVVaU\, 
cRPSeOOed WR WaNe aQ RccaViRQaO WUiS WhURXgh a chePicaO DRRU iQ Whe WaOO´ (1996, 76-78). 

IQ OaUge SaUW dXe WR HX[Oe\¶V eYaQgeOi]iQg, SXbOic iQWeUeVW iQ SV\chedeOicV cRQWiQXed WR PRXQW 
WhURXghRXW Whe 1950V. ThiV SURceVV ZaV acceOeUaWed b\ a 1957 VSeciaO iQ LIFE Paga]iQe eQWiWOed 
³SeeNiQg Whe Magic MXVhURRP,´ aQ accRXQW Rf bXViQeVVPaQ R. GRUdRQ WaVVRQ¶V WUiS WR Me[icR 
WR SaUWiciSaWe iQ aQ IQdigeQRXV PXVhURRP ceUePRQ\. LiNe HX[Oe\, WaVVRQ ZaV WhUiOOed b\ hiV 
e[SeUieQce aQd eYeQ VSecXOaWeV WhaW SViORc\biQ PXVhURRP e[SeUieQceV PighW haYe ³SOaQWed iQ 
SUiPiWiYe PaQ Whe YeU\ idea Rf gRd.´ WaVVRQ, WRgeWheU ZiWh HX[Oe\, SOa\ed a WUePeQdRXV UROe iQ 
iQWURdXciQg SV\chedeOicV WR Whe APeUicaQ SXbOic (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 72; Siff 2015, 73-86). B\ 
1959, APeUicaQV fURP aOO ZaONV Rf Oife ZeUe WU\iQg SV\chedeOicV fRU WheiU PedicaO beQefiWV, Whe QeZV 
Pedia UaQ ceOebUiW\ eQdRUVePeQWV, aQd SV\chedeOic WheUaSiVWV ZeUe ZideVSUead (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 
1985, 55-57; Siff 2015, 99-101). ³B\ Whe eQd Rf Whe decade,´ Va\V PROOaQ, ³LSD ZaV ZideO\ UegaUded 
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iQ NRUWh APeUica aV a cXUe fRU aOcRhRO addicWiRQ´ (2018, 151). AddiWiRQaOO\, PaQ\ aUWiVWV fROORZed 
HX[Oe\¶V adYice WR WXUQ WR SV\chedeOicV fRU iQVSiUaWiRQ. TheVe iQcOXded BeaW geQeUaWiRQ SiRQeeUV 
JacN KeURXac aQd AOOeQ GiQVbeUg, ZhRVe UeYROXWiRQaU\ SReP ³HRZO´ ZaV diUecWO\ iQVSiUed b\ a 
PeVcaOiQe e[SeUieQce (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 60-61, 80; MiOeV 2005, 68; SWeYeQV 1987; 113-114). 

APRQg Whe PaQ\ ZhR WRRN aQ iQWeUeVW iQ SV\chedeOicV afWeU UeadiQg WaVVRQ¶V aUWicOe iQ LIFE 
ZaV HaUYaUd SV\chRORg\ SURfeVVRU TiP LeaU\. SeeNiQg iQVighW iQWR Whe ZRUNiQgV Rf Whe hXPaQ 
PiQd, LeaU\ WRRN a WUiS WR Me[icR iQ 1960 WR WU\ SViORc\biQ PXVhURRPV fRU hiPVeOf (SWeYeQV 1987, 
122). He ZaV VWXQQed. TR a fUieQd he e[cOaiPed, ³I OeaUQed PRUe iQ Vi[ hRXUV WhaQ iQ Whe SaVW 
Vi[WeeQ \eaUV!´ LaWeU, iQ hiV bRRN High Priest, LeaU\ UecRXQWV feeOiQg aQ RYeUSRZeUiQg XUge WR 
VhaUe WhiV ³VacUaPeQW´ ZiWh Whe ZRUOd: ³IW ZiOO chaQge \RXU Oife! YRX ZiOO be UebRUQ!´ (133) LeaU\ 
SURPSWO\ UeWXUQed WR Whe VWaWeV aQd OaXQched Whe HaUYaUd PViORc\biQ PURMecW (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 
1985, 73-76). 

The SURMecW aW HaUYaUd cRQdXcWed a UaQge Rf cRQWURYeUViaO e[SeUiPeQWV, ZiWh a UaQge Rf 
faVciQaWiQg UeVXOWV²fRU e[aPSOe, iQ Whe 1962 ³MiUacOe aW MaUVh ChaSeO,´ chXUchgReUV ZhR 
iQgeVWed SViORc\biQ befRUe a VeUYice aOPRVW XQiYeUVaOO\ UeSRUWed P\VWicaO e[SeUieQceV (Lee aQd 
ShOaiQ 1985, 76-77; SWeYeQV 1987, 168-169). UOWiPaWeO\, hRZeYeU, LeaU\¶V HaUYaUd cROOeagXeV gUeZ 
XQcRPfRUWabOe ZiWh hiV gXQg-hR aSSURach WR SV\chedeOicV, SaUWicXOaUO\ hiV highO\ XQSURfeVViRQaO 
habiW Rf WaNiQg Whe dUXgV aORQgVide hiV WeVW VXbMecWV. AfWeU a VcaWhiQg e[SRVp iQ Whe Harvard 
Crimson, Whe PViORc\biQ PURMecW ZaV VhXW dRZQ b\ Whe FDA, aQd LeaU\ ZaV diVPiVVed (Lee aQd 
ShOaiQ 1985, 87-88). HRZeYeU, he ZeQW RQ WR becRPe Whe ViQgOe PRVW iQfOXeQWiaO adYRcaWe fRU Whe 
VSiUiWXaO XVe Rf SV\chedeOicV (MiOeV 2005, 68-72; PROOaQ 2018, 139-139). 

The FDA did QRW VWRS ZiWh Whe HaUYaUd PViORc\biQ PURMecW iQ 1962²OaWeU WhaW \eaU, Whe\ 
iPSRVed VWUiQgeQW QeZ UegXOaWiRQV RQ ShaUPaceXWicaO UeVeaUch, aQd begaQ WR deQ\ PRVW 
aSSOicaWiRQV WR UeVeaUch SV\chedeOicV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 91). FeZ UeVeaUcheUV had Whe ZiOO RU 
UeVRXUceV WR PeeW Whe QeZ FDA VWaQdaUdV, aQd SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch VhaUSO\ decOiQed (BeORXiQ 
aQd HeQQiQgfieOd 2018, 9; CaUhaUW-HaUUiV aQd GRRdZiQ 2017). TheQ, iQ 1965, Whe DUXg AbXVe aQd 
CRQWURO APeQdPeQWV fRUPaOO\ baQQed Whe XQOiceQVed PaQXfacWXUe RU VaOe Rf LSD (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 
1985, 93). TheVe APeQdPeQWV SURYided Whe FDA ZiWh VZeeSiQg aXWhRUiW\ WR eQfRUce WhiV SURYiViRQ 
aQd SURVecXWe iOOiciW PaQXfacWXUeUV RU VeOOeUV (AbUaPVRQ 1966; NIH 1966, 9). The fiQaO QaiO iQ Whe 
cRffiQ fRU UeVeaUcheUV hRSiQg WR iQYeVWigaWe LSD caPe iQ 1966, ZheQ SaQdR] decOaUed iW ZRXOd QR 
ORQgeU SURdXce RU VeOO Whe dUXg, cXWWiQg Rff Whe RQO\ OegaO VRXUce UePaiQiQg (SchXPach 1966; 
SWeYeQV 1987, 281). BXW aOWhRXgh OegaO SV\chedeOic WheUaS\ aQd UeVeaUch ZaV QR ORQgeU SRVVibOe, 
SRVVeVViRQ ZaV QRW \eW baQQed, aQd Whe UecUeaWiRQaO acid ZaYe had MXVW begXQ.  

1965 ZaV Whe gROdeQ age fRU UecUeaWiRQaO SV\chedeOic XVeUV. The FUee SSeech PRYePeQW aQd 
hiSSie cRXQWeUcXOWXUe ZeUe iQ fXOO VZiQg, aQd Whe bOacN PaUNeW ZaV VaWXUaWed ZiWh iOOegaOO\ 
PaQXfacWXUed LSD (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 126-127, 146-147). IcRQic PadcaS aXWhRU KeQ KeVe\ aQd 
hiV baQd Rf ³MeUU\ PUaQNVWeUV´ URaPed Whe cRXQWU\ iQ a WechQicRORU YaQ, dRViQg WhRXVaQdV ZiWh 
LSD iQ WheiU ³EOecWUic KRRO-Aid Acid TeVW´ SaUWieV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 121; MiOeV 2005, 36, 48, 
54). FRON OegeQd BRb D\OaQ WRRN WR Whe VWage aQd iQWURdXced Whe PXVic ZRUOd WR a UeYROXWiRQaU\, 
SV\chedeOic-iQVSiUed VW\Oe WhaW caPe WR be NQRZQ aV ³acid URcN´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 137). MaQ\ 
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RWheU ZRUOd-faPRXV PXViciaQV, VXch aV JRhQ LeQQRQ aQd GeRUge HaUUiVRQ Rf Whe BeaWOeV aQd S\d 
BaUUeWW Rf PiQN FOR\d, ZeUe ViPiOaUO\ eQaPRUed ZiWh Whe dUXgV (MiOeV 2005, 84, 166). OQ cROOege 
caPSXVeV, Whe XVe Rf SV\chedeOicV VXUged (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 132). IW VeePed Whe\ ZeUe 
begiQQiQg WR haYe a UeaO iPSacW RQ APeUicaQ VRcieW\. BXW XOWiPaWeO\, Whe dUXg cXOWXUe ZaV a YicWiP 
Rf iWV RZQ VXcceVV. 

3.4. THE COMEDOWN 

The FDA¶V cUacNdRZQ RQ SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V ZaV QRW XQcRQWURYeUViaO. 
SeQaWRU RRbeUW KeQQed\ (D ± NY) OaXQched aQ iQTXiU\ iQWR Whe FDA¶V deciViRQV iQ VSUiQg Rf 1966 
(NIH 1966). ³We haYe ORVW VighW Rf Whe facW WhaW [LSD] caQ be YeU\, YeU\ heOSfXO iQ RXU VRcieW\ if 
XVed SURSeUO\,´ he aUgXed. KeQQed\ ZaV VSeaNiQg fURP e[SeUieQce: hiV RZQ Zife had UeSRUWed 
gUeaW beQefiWV fURP LSD WheUaS\ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 93). UOWiPaWeO\, Whe SeQaWe SXbcRPPiWWee 
RQ JXYeQiOe DeOiQTXeQc\ caOOed a VeUieV Rf SeQaWe heaUiQgV WR diVcXVV Whe SURbOeP Rf UecUeaWiRQaO 
SV\chedeOic XVe. 

APRQg WhRVe ZhR WeVWified agaiQVW cUiPiQaOi]iQg SV\chedeOicV ZeUe BeaW SReW AOOeQ GiQVbeUg, 
TiP LeaU\, aQd DU. SWaQOe\ YROOeV, Whe fRUPeU diUecWRU Rf Whe NaWiRQaO IQVWiWXWe Rf MeQWaO HeaOWh 
(NIMH). LeaU\ aQd GiQVbeUg ZeUe UeVWUaiQed, VeeNiQg a cRPSURPiVe beWZeeQ Whe e[WUePeV Rf 
WRWaO cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ aQd XQUeVWUicWed acceVV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 150-153 ; WaOVh 1966, 1729). 
³The cRPPeUciaO acWiYiWieV iQYROYiQg PaQXfacWXUe, VaOe aQd diVWUibXWiRQ Rf WheVe VXbVWaQceV 
defiQiWeO\ VhRXOd be cRQWUROOed,´ cRQceded LeaU\, bXW ³LSD iV QRW a daQgeURXV dUXg´ (McNeiOO 
1966). DU. YROOeV agUeed WhaW cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV XQZiVe, RbVeUYiQg WhaW ³Whe VhRUW-WeUP effecWV Rf 
[SV\chedeOic] WUeaWPeQW aUe VXfficieQWO\ iQWeUeVWiQg WR ZaUUaQW cRQWiQXed VXSSRUW´ (Whe UROe Rf DU. 
YROOeV aQd RWheU PedicaO e[SeUWV iQ Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ SURceVV ZiOO be diVcXVVed aW OeQgWh iQ OaWeU 
VecWiRQV) (NIH 1966, 22-33). NeYeUWheOeVV, aOWhRXgh Whe fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW heOd Rff, iQ Ma\ 
1966, CaOifRUQia fRUPaOO\ baQQed Whe SRVVeVViRQ Rf LSD (DeVeUW SXQ 1966). 

If aQ\WhiQg, SURhibiWiRQ iQ CaOifRUQia RQO\ Pade LSD PRUe SRSXOaU. IQ JaQXaU\ Rf 1967, 
PePbeUV Rf Whe SaQ FUaQciVcR cRXQWeUcXOWXUe hRVWed Whe fiUVW ³HXPaQ Be-IQ´²a PaVViYe 
gaWheUiQg Rf hiSSieV aQd SV\chedeOic acRO\WeV, ZiWh TiP LeaU\ aV Whe headOiQe VSeaNeU. The 
UeVRXQdiQg VXcceVV Rf Whe eYeQW SUeciSiWaWed a fUeQ]\ Rf Pedia aWWeQWiRQ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 
162). Of cRXUVe, Whe PRUe Whe QeZVSaSeUV cRQdePQed Whe cRXQWeUcXOWXUe, Whe PRUe aWWUacWiYe iW 
VeePed WR UebeOOiRXV \RXWh QaWiRQZide. YRXQg PeQ aQd ZRPeQ, VeeNiQg NicNV, eVcaSe, RU 
eQOighWeQPeQW, begaQ WR deVceQd RQ Whe Ba\ AUea. B\ VXPPeUWiPe, SaQ FUaQciVcR ZaV VZaUPiQg 
ZiWh aVSiUiQg hiSSieV; Whe SXPPeU Rf LRYe had begXQ (SWeYeQV 1987, 338-344).  

HRZeYeU, Whe VWUeeWV Rf SaQ FUaQciVcR ZeUe daQgeURXV fRU ORQe WeeQageUV, aQd aV haSOeVV SUe\ 
fORRded iQ, Whe ciW\¶V cUiPiQaO eOePeQW gUeZ aV ZeOO (SWeYeQV 1987, 339). MaQ\ Rf Whe QRYice hiSSieV 
aOVR VeYeUeO\ XQdeUeVWiPaWed Whe iQWeQViW\ Rf Whe SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce. SaQ FUaQciVcR hRVSiWaOV 
adPiWWed WhRXVaQdV Rf SaQicNed \RXWhV iQ Whe PidVW Rf ³bad WUiSV´ (341), ThiV SURbOeP ZaV 
e[aceUbaWed b\ bOacN PaUNeW VaOeV Rf a ORQg-OaVWiQg PiOiWaU\ VXSeU-haOOXciQRgeQ caOOed STP WhaW 
ZaV RfWeQ diVgXiVed aV LSD²eYeQ e[SeUieQced SV\chedeOic XVeUV VRXghW PedicaO heOS ZheQ ZhaW 
Whe\ aVVXPed ZaV acid VWiOO hadQ¶W ZRUQ Rff afWeU WhUee da\V (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 187). FRU ROdeU 
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hiSSieV, Whe cRXQWeUfeiW dUXgV, QawYe SRVeXUV, UiViQg cUiPe UaWeV, aQd SROice UeSUeVViRQ ZeUe WRR 
PXch WR haQdOe. OQ Whe RQe-\eaU aQQiYeUVaU\ Rf LSD beiQg baQQed iQ CaOifRUQia²OcWRbeU 6, 
1967²a PRcN fXQeUaO ZaV heOd RQ HaighW SW. fRU Whe ³deaWh Rf Whe hiSSie,´ aQd cRXQWeUcXOWXUe 
PePbeUV Rf aOO VWUiSeV begaQ OeaYiQg Whe Ba\ AUea VhRUWO\ afWeUZaUd (191-192).  

AbRXW a \eaU OaWeU, iQ 1968, SRVVeVViRQ Rf LSD ZaV baQQed b\ Whe US fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW. IQ 
1970, Whe QeZ CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQceV AcW cOaVVified LSD aQd RWheU SV\chedeOicV aV SchedXOe I, 
VigQif\iQg WhaW Whe\ had QR PedicaO SRWeQWiaO aQd Whe higheVW SRVVibOe SRWeQWiaO fRU abXVe (Lee aQd 
ShOaiQ 1985, 93). The Qe[W \eaU, WhURXgh Whe UN CRQYeQWiRQ RQ PV\chRWURSic SXbVWaQceV, 
SV\chedeOicV ZeUe SOaced iQ Whe VWUicWeVW caWegRU\, abRYe cRcaiQe aQd aORQgVide heURiQ (Ba\eU 
1989, 23). FURP 1970 WR Whe 2000V, Whe bOaQNeW baQV RQ SV\chedeOic SRVVeVViRQ Pade iW QeaUO\ 
iPSRVVibOe fRU OegiWiPaWe UeVeaUcheUV WR VWXd\ Whe dUXgV²iQ Whe US, Whe FDA UeMecWed PRVW 
UeVeaUch aSSOicaWiRQV ZiWhRXW e[SOaQaWiRQ (RicheUW 2019, 90-91). AOWhRXgh WheUe haV beeQ a UeceQW 
UeYiYaO Rf iQWeUeVW iQ Whe PedicaO SRVVibiOiWieV Rf SV\chedeOicV (Vee ³CRQcOXViRQ aQd DiVcXVViRQ´), 
Whe\ UePaiQ SchedXOe I iOOiciW dUXgV iQ Whe US. SR QRZ Ze WXUQ WR Whe ceQWUaO TXeVWiRQ: Zh\ did WhiV 
RccXU? The fROORZiQg VecWiRQ ZiOO e[SORUe cXUUeQW VchROaUO\ SeUVSecWiYeV RQ Whe iVVXe. 

4. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The WRSic Rf dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ haV aWWUacWed VigQificaQW VchROaUO\ aWWeQWiRQ fURP SROiWicaO 
VcieQWiVWV, VRciRORgiVWV, PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV, hiVWRUiaQV, aQd RWheU iQWeUdiVciSOiQaU\ UeVeaUcheUV. 
FiUVW, PXch haV beeQ ZUiWWeQ RQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf dUXgV aQd dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US. SecRQd, 
WheUe haYe beeQ VeYeUaO iQYeVWigaWiRQV Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ VSecificaOO\. 

4.1. DRUGS IN THE UNITED STATES: EXPANDING CRIMINALIZATION 

The VXbVWaQWiaO bRd\ Rf ZRUN RQ APeUicaQ dUXg hiVWRU\ aQd SROic\ haV Oaid Whe WheRUeWicaO 
gURXQdZRUN fRU Whe PRUe QaUURZO\ WaUgeWed aQaO\ViV iQ WhiV WheViV. OYeU Whe SaVW ceQWXU\, 
APeUicaQ dUXg SROic\ haV beeQ chaUacWeUi]ed b\ iQcUeaViQgO\ haUVh cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf iOOiciW 
VXbVWaQceV, eSiWRPi]ed b\ Whe VR-caOOed ³WaU RQ DUXgV.´ EYeQ iQ 1986, Whe New York Times 
UecRgQi]ed WhaW Whe QaWiRQ¶V UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh dUXgV ZaV c\cOicaO: SeUiRdicaOO\, Whe SRSXOaUi]aWiRQ 
Rf QeZ dUXgV ZRXOd VSaUN a SaQic, aQd WhaW SaQic ZRXOd VSXU heighWeQed cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ (KeUU 
1986). ThiV c\cOe haV eQVXUed WhaW, iQ Whe ORQg UXQ, Whe iQWeQViW\ Rf dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iV 
cRQWiQXaOO\ UaWcheWed XSZaUd. 

IQ Policing the Globe, AQdUeaV aQd NadeOPaQQ cRPSeOOiQgO\ aUgXe WhaW WhiV SaWWeUQ begaQ iQ 
Whe eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\ (2006, 40-41). IQ Whe 1800V, dUXg XVe ZaV UeOaWiYeO\ ZideVSUead aQd 
acceSWed iQ Whe US²BUecheU eW aO. (1972) QRWe WhaW XVe Rf RSiaWeV ZaV cRQVideUed a ³Yice aNiQ WR 
daQciQg, VPRNiQg, WheaWeU-gRiQg, gaPbOiQg, RU Ve[XaO SURPiVcXiW\,´ bXW ZaV QRW caXVe fRU 
iPSUiVRQPeQW. CRcaiQe ZaV ViPiOaUO\ acceSWed, aQd XVed iQ a Zide YaUieW\ Rf cRQVXPeU gRRdV, 
PRVW faPRXVO\ iQ Whe RUigiQaO fRUPXOaWiRQ Rf CRca CROa (AQdUeaV aQd NadeOPaQQ 2006, 40). 
HRZeYeU, AQdUeaV aQd NadeOPaQQ aUgXe WhaW aQ iQcUeaViQg UecRgQiWiRQ Rf Whe daQgeUV Rf WheVe 
dUXgV, cRPbiQed ZiWh VXbVWaQWiaO effRUWV b\ PURWeVWaQW ³PRUaO eQWUeSUeQeXUV,´ caXVed Whe US WR 
begiQ cUiPiQaOi]iQg UecUeaWiRQaO VXbVWaQceV iQ Whe eaUO\ 1900V (40-41). 
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IQ MRUgaQ¶V (1981) Drugs in America, WhiV VhifW iV e[SORUed iQ gUeaWeU deWaiO.  AbRYe aOO, MRUgaQ 
bOaPeV Whe SUeYaOeQce Rf RSiXP XVe iQ Whe OaWe 19Wh ceQWXU\. He aUgXeV WhaW Whe addicWiYe aQd 
VedaWiYe effecWV Rf RSiXP cRQWUibXWed WR SXbOic SeUceSWiRQV Rf dUXg XVeUV aV iQWUiQVicaOO\ Oa]\ aQd 
eQVOaYed WR WheiU VXbVWaQce Rf chRice (50, 60-63). CRPbiQed ZiWh UaciaOi]ed VWeUeRW\SeV Rf cRcaiQe 
XVeUV, Va\V MRUgaQ, WhiV fed a QaUUaWiYe WhaW dUXg XVe ZaV aQWiWheWicaO WR VRciaO SURgUeVV aQd RXghW 
WR be cUiPiQaOi]ed (60, 94, 101). B\ Whe 1930V, WhiV cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ had begXQ iQ eaUQeVW, Oed b\ 
aQWi-dUXg faQaWicV VXch aV NaUcRWicV DiYiViRQ head HaUU\ AQVOiQgeU (120-121). PXbOic VXSSRUW fRU 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV baVed RQ Whe cRPPRQ beOief WhaW aOO iOOiciW dUXgV ZeUe fXQcWiRQaOO\ 
eTXiYaOeQW²afWeU 1914, aQ\ QeZ dUXg had WR ³SURYe iWVeOf b\ Whe cRPSaQ\ iW NeSW´ (138, 143). 
AQVOiQgeU WRRN gUeaW adYaQWage Rf WhiV beOief, VXcceVVfXOO\ cRQYiQciQg Whe SXbOic iQ Whe OaWe 1930V 
WhaW caQQabiV, OiNe RSiaWeV RU cRcaiQe, ZaV highO\ addicWiYe aQd daQgeURXV, aOWhRXgh WheUe ZaV QR 
VcieQWific eYideQce WR VXggeVW WhiV ZaV Whe caVe (AQVOiQgeU 1937; GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009, 
198-202). IQ Whe fROORZiQg \eaUV, cRQceUQV abRXW gURZiQg UaWeV Rf heURiQ XVe, aV ZeOO aV SeUViVWeQW 
feaU-PRQgeUiQg b\ AQVOiQgeU aQd hiV cRQWePSRUaUieV, Oed WR a VeUieV Rf ³WRXgh-RQ-dUXgV´ SROicieV, 
iQcOXdiQg Whe 1951 BRggV AcW aQd 1956 NaUcRWic CRQWURO AcW (MRUgaQ 1981, 145-148). 

The ]eaO Rf APeUicaQ PRUaO cUXVadeUV e[WeQded faU be\RQd Whe US¶V bRUdeUV. FURP 1909 RQ, 
Va\ AQdUeaV aQd NadeOPaQQ, Whe US haV SURVecXWed aQ iQWeUQaWiRQaO caPSaigQ Rf ³e[ceSWiRQaO 
VcaOe aQd VcRSe . . . dUafWiQg aQd ORbb\iQg fRU iQcUeaViQgO\ faU-UeachiQg aQWidUXg cRQYeQWiRQV, 
deVigQed ¿UVW WR UeVWUicW aQd WheQ WR cUiPiQaOi]e PRVW aVSecWV Rf dUXg WUaf¿cNiQg bRWh 
iQWeUQaWiRQaOO\ aQd iQ Whe dRPeVWic OegiVOaWiRQ Rf aOO [UN] PePbeU cRXQWUieV´ (2006, 43). The 
cXOPiQaWiRQ Rf WheVe effRUWV ZaV Whe 1961 UN SiQgOe CRQYeQWiRQ RQ NaUcRWic DUXgV, Zhich ZaV 
OaUgeO\ PRdeOOed afWeU US fedeUaO OaZ aQd dUiYeQ b\ US effRUWV (AQdUeaV aQd NadeOPaQQ, 43; CUicN 
2012, 408). EPiO\ CUicN aUgXeV WhaW WhiV cRQYeQWiRQ PaUNed a cUXciaO WXUQiQg SRiQW, OegiWiPi]iQg 
Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf dUXg XVe aV a QaWiRQaO VecXUiW\ iVVXe aQd cRdif\iQg Whe gORbaO SURhibiWiRQ 
UegiPe (2012, 407). SRShie O¶MaQiTXe cRQcXUV, QRWiQg WhaW Whe US¶V fRcXV RQ dUXg SROic\ iQ Whe 
iQWeUQaWiRQaO VSheUe UefOecWV a beOief WhaW ³dUXg WUafficNiQg . . . SRVeV a WhUeaW WR iQWeUQaWiRQaO 
VecXUiW\ aQd hXPaQ UighWV. IQ Whe diVcRXUVe, dUXg WUafficNeUV becRPe eTXaWed ZiWh WeUURUiVWV´ 
(2014, 49). 

The VhifW WR a VecXUiW\ fUaPeZRUN eYideQWO\ acceOeUaWed Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf Whe US dUXg 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ UegiPe. IQ Whe 1960V, iQ SaUaOOeO ZiWh Whe SV\chedeOic VcaUe, SXbOic cRQceUQ 
PRXQWed RYeU XVe Rf aPSheWaPiQeV, baUbiWXUaWeV, aQd caQQabiV b\ QRQ-ZhiWe APeUicaQV (MRUgaQ 
1981, 158-161). ThiV cXOPiQaWed iQ Whe eOecWiRQ Rf RichaUd Ni[RQ, ZhR caOOed dUXg abXVe ³SXbOic 
eQeP\ QXPbeU 1´ aQd dUaPaWicaOO\ iQWeQVified fedeUaO dUXg eQfRUcePeQW (Ni[RQ 1971, Lee aQd 
ShOaiQ 1985, 221). FRU Ni[RQ, Whe iVVXe ZaV SeUVRQaO. He ³feOW a UefOe[iYe diVWaVWe fRU iOOegaO dUXgV 
aQd Whe SeRSOe ZhR XVed WheP,´ aQd fUeWWed WhaW caQQabiV aQd SV\chedeOicV ZeUe ³WXUQiQg a 
geQeUaWiRQ Rf APeUicaQV iQWR ORQg-haiUed, ORYe-beaded, gXUX-ZRUVhiSSiQg SeaceQiNV´ (MaVViQg 
1998, 97). The c\cOe UeSeaWed iQ Whe eaUO\ 1980V ZheQ VRRQ-WR-be PUeVideQW RRQaOd ReagaQ 
iQVWigaWed aQRWheU SaQic RYeU dUXg XVe fRU eOecWRUaO adYaQWage, WheQ dUaPaWicaOO\ eVcaOaWed Whe 
³WaU RQ DUXgV´ ZhiOe iQ Rffice (HaZdRQ 2001, 420-422, 427-429 ; MRURQe 2003, 467).  

The WaU RQ DUXgV haV achieYed VhRcNiQgO\ OiWWOe VXcceVV cXUbiQg dUXg XVe iQ Whe US²RU iQ aQ\ 
RWheU QaWiRQ WhaW haV adRSWed haUVh cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ SROicieV (The EcRQRPiVW 2018; ShXOW] aQd 
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AVSe 2017). DegeQhaUdW eW aO. (2008, 1065) RbVeUYe WhaW ³cRXQWUieV ZiWh PRUe VWUiQgeQW SROicieV 
WRZaUdV iOOegaO dUXg XVe did QRW haYe ORZeU OeYeOV Rf VXch dUXg XVe.´ IQ facW, Whe US haV Whe higheVW 
OeYeOV Rf aOO. MaVViQg eVWiPaWeV VXggeVW WhaW, b\ iQYeVWiQg iQ WUeaWPeQW UaWheU WhaQ OaZ 
eQfRUcePeQW, Whe US cRXOd haYe achieYed faU beWWeU UeVXOWV aW a fUacWiRQ Rf Whe cRVW. ³EYeU\ VWXd\ 
Rf dUXg WUeaWPeQW haV aUUiYed aW Whe VaPe cRQcOXViRQ: . . . iPSUeVViYe UedXcWiRQV iQ bRWh dUXg 
cRQVXPSWiRQ aQd cUiPiQaO acWiYiW\, aW a UeOaWiYeO\ ORZ cRVW´ (1998, 51). ThiV iV QRW a QeZ cRQceSW²
iQ 1975, a gRYeUQPeQW WaVN fRUce SURdXced aQ iQ-deSWh UeSRUW cUiWiTXiQg APeUicaQ VXSSO\ Vide 
dUXg SROic\ aQd UecRPPeQdiQg a VhifW WR a WUeaWPeQW-fiUVW SaUadigP. The FRUd adPiQiVWUaWiRQ 
fOaWO\ igQRUed WheVe UeVXOWV, hRZeYeU, RSWiQg iQVWead WR UaWcheW XS SaUaPiOiWaU\ RSeUaWiRQV agaiQVW 
RSiXP gURZeUV iQ Me[icR (MaVViQg 1998, 135). WiWh Whe QRWabOe e[ceSWiRQ Rf caQQabiV OegaOi]aWiRQ 
iQ PaQ\ VWaWeV, Whe US¶V dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ UegiPe haV cRQWiQXed XQabaWed WR Whe SUeVeQW da\ 
(Vee ³CRQcOXViRQ aQd DiVcXVViRQ´). 

NR diVcXVViRQ Rf dUXgV iQ Whe US caQ be cRPSOeWe ZiWhRXW addUeVViQg Uace, Zhich haV beeQ 
eQWZiQed ZiWh dUXg UheWRUic fURP Whe begiQQiQg. AV eaUO\ aV Whe WXUQ Rf Whe 20Wh ceQWXU\, Whe QeZV 
ZaV SeUYaded b\ VeQVaWiRQaOi]ed WaOeV Rf RSiXP-VPRNiQg ChiQeVe iPPigUaQWV VedXciQg ZhiWe 
ZRPeQ aQd BOacN cRcaiQe XVeUV gRiQg RQ fXUiRXV UaPSageV (GRRde 2008, 536 ; MRURQe 2003, 
464-466). TheQ, iQ Whe 1930V, HaUU\ AQVOiQgeU¶V aQWi-caQQabiV caPSaigQ heaYiO\ OeYeUaged SXbOic 
feaUV Rf Me[icaQ iPPigUaQWV (GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009, 200-202; HaOSeUiQ 2018). He 
OaPeQWed RYeU ³ZhaW a VPaOO PaUihXaQa cigaUeWWe caQ dR WR RQe Rf RXU degeQeUaWe SSaQiVh-
VSeaNiQg UeVideQWV . . . PRVW Rf ZhR aUe ORZ PeQWaOO\´ (AQVOiQgeU 1937). The UaciaOi]aWiRQ Rf Whe 
dUXg SURbOeP, aQd Whe UeVXOWaQW haUP WR cRPPXQiWieV Rf cRORU, haV RQO\ iQcUeaVed iQ Whe decadeV 
ViQce. KeYiQ GUa\ aUgXeV cRPSeOOiQgO\ WhaW WRda\, ³fRU ZhiWe APeUica, Whe dUXg SURbOeP haV a 
bOacN face´ (1998, 166). PaUWicXOaUO\ iQ fedeUaO cRXUWV, he QRWeV, QRQ-ZhiWe defeQdaQWV aUe 
cRQYicWed Rf dUXg cUiPeV aW PaVViYeO\ diVSURSRUWiRQaWe UaWeV (168). OQce iQcaUceUaWed, WheVe 
iQdiYidXaOV aUe fRUced WR OabRU fRU PeageU ZageV, SURYidiQg iPPeQVe SURfiWV fRU Whe VWaNehROdeUV 
Rf Whe SUiVRQ-iQdXVWUiaO cRPSOe[ (196). TR fXOO\ e[aPiQe Whe UaciaO hiVWRU\ Rf dUXgV iQ Whe US ZRXOd 
UeTXiUe aQ eQWiUe addiWiRQaO WheViV²VXffice iW WR Va\, Whe UeOaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ 
aQd UaciVP feaWXUeV heaYiO\ iQ Whe OiWeUaWXUe baVe aQd iV cUXciaO WR a cRPSOeWe XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf 
dUXg SROic\. 

4.2. PSYCHEDELIC CRIMINALIZATION: THE MORAL PANIC HYPOTHESIS 

US XQWiO QRZ, WhiV VecWiRQ haV e[SORUed Whe OiWeUaWXUe RQ APeUicaQ dUXg SROic\ iQ geQeUaO. IW 
ZiOO QRZ WXUQ WR Whe OiWeUaWXUe RQ SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ VSecificaOO\, Zhich iV VRPeZhaW 
VSaUVe, aQd aOPRVW iQYaUiabO\ ceQWeUV RQ Whe WheRU\ Rf ³PRUaO SaQicV.´ The WheRU\ Rf PRUaO SaQic 
ZaV fiUVW aUWicXOaWed iQ 1972 b\ SWaQOe\ CRheQ iQ hiV VePiQaO ZRUN Folk Devils and Moral Panics. 
He defiQeV a PRUaO SaQic aV aQ abUXSW e[SORViRQ Rf SXbOic feaU UegaUdiQg a SeUceiYed ³WhUeaW WR 
VRcieWaO YaOXeV aQd iQWeUeVWV´ (9). ThiV WhUeaW iV QeaUO\ aOZa\V bOaPed RQ a SaUWicXOaU ageQW RU 
gURXS Rf ageQWV, Whe ³fRON deYiOV: YiVibOe UePiQdeUV Rf ZhaW QRW WR be´ (10). CRheQ deYRWeV 
VXbVWaQWiaO aWWeQWiRQ WR Whe UROe Rf Whe Pedia²Whe Pedia, he aUgXeV, SOa\ a dRPiQaQW UROe iQ 
VeWWiQg a QaWiRQ¶V PRUaO ageQda (16-17). YeW Whe Pedia aUe iQceQWiYi]ed WR e[aggeUaWe aQd diVWRUW 
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UeaOiW\ WR cRQfRUP WR WheiU YieZeUV¶ SUecRQceSWiRQV aQd geQeUaWe ³QeZVZRUWh\´ UeSRUWiQg²PRUaO 
SaQicV, Va\V CRheQ, begiQ ZiWh deOibeUaWe ³QeZV PaQXfacWXUiQg´ (44, 46-48). 

IQ a 1994 aUWicOe, GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda add fXUWheU cOaUiW\ WR PRUaO SaQic WheRU\. The\ RXWOiQe 
a VeW Rf VSecific cUiWeUia WhaW caQ be XVed WR deWeUPiQe ZheWheU aQ iQcideQW cRQVWiWXWeV a PRUaO 
SaQic. TheVe iQcOXde: SXbOic cRQceUQ abRXW a ceUWaiQ behaYiRU; hRVWiOiW\ WRZaUdV WhRVe ZhR 
SUacWice Whe behaYiRU; cRQVeQVXV aPRQg a VigQificaQW SRUWiRQ Rf Whe SRSXOaWiRQ WhaW a WhUeaW e[iVWV; 
diVSURSRUWiRQaOiW\ beWZeeQ Whe acWXaO VcaOe Rf Whe SURbOeP aQd Whe SXbOic UeVSRQVe; aQd YROaWiOiW\, 
PeaQiQg Whe SaQic ePeUgeV VXddeQO\ aQd fadeV TXicNO\ (156-159).  

DebaWe abRXW SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ haV OaUgeO\ ceQWeUed RQ PRUaO SaQic WheRU\. GRRde 
aQd BeQ-YehXda SRiQW WR LSD cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe OaWe 1960V aV Whe UeVXOW Rf aQ ³XQSUecedeQWed´ 
PRUaO SaQic (2009, 202). The\ ciWe VeQVaWiRQaOiVW Pedia accRXQWV, Zhich e[aggeUaWed aQd 
fabUicaWed daQgeUV Rf LSD XVe aQd dePRQi]ed iWV SURSRQeQWV. ³The Pedia Vei]ed XSRQ aQd 
UeSRUWed Whe YeU\ VPaOO QXPbeU Rf XQWRZaUd LSD-UeOaWed eSiVRdeV . . . iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe 1960V, 
LSD µfUeaN-RXWV¶ ZeUe QeZV; VWRUieV WhaW LSD dReV QRW caXVe SV\chRWic RXWbUeaNV ZeUe not QeZV´ 
(203). GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda beOieYe, OiNe CRheQ, WhaW Whe Pedia¶V VeOf-iQWeUeVWed cheUU\-SicNiQg 
Rf VeQVaWiRQaO iQfRUPaWiRQ SOa\V a cUXciaO UROe iQ geQeUaWiQg PRUaO SaQicV. ³The Pedia h\VWeUia,´ 
Whe\ cRQcOXde, ³bURXghW fRUWh cUiPiQaO OegiVOaWiRQ WhaW SeQaOi]ed Whe SRVVeVViRQ aQd VaOe Rf LSD´ 
(205). 

Media SRUWUa\aOV Rf SV\chedeOicV ZeUe OaWeU e[SORUed iQ PXch gUeaWeU deWaiO iQ SWeSheQ Siff¶V 
2015 bRRN, Acid H\pe. Siff OaUgeO\ agUeeV ZiWh Whe PRUaO SaQic iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ bXW addV QXaQce WR 
Whe diVcXVViRQ. He aUgXeV WhaW eYeQ SUiRU WR Whe 1960V, Pedia UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf SV\chedeOicV ZeUe 
RXW Rf WRXch ZiWh UeaOiW\. IQ Whe 1950V, Whe Pedia ZeUe TXicN WR heaS XQeaUQed SUaiVe RQ 
SV\chedeOicV, SRUWUa\iQg WheP aV SRWeQWiaO ZRQdeU-dUXgV (H\aPV 1959; Siff 2015, 61). BXW iQ Whe 
Pid-1960V, ZheQ SXbOic cRQceUQV abRXW Whe daQgeUV Rf SV\chedeOicV ZeUe gURZiQg, Pedia RXWOeWV 
caSiWaOi]ed RQ Whe feaU b\ SXbOiVhiQg XQVXbVWaQWiaWed QegaWiYe UeSRUWV abRXW Whe VXbVWaQceV (Siff 
2015, 151). ThiV iQVWigaWed a feedbacN ORRS Rf bad SUeVV aQd QegaWiYe SXbOic UeVSRQVe, cXOPiQaWiQg 
iQ Whe OaWe 1960V¶ PRUaO SaQic (177).   

AQRWheU YaUiaQW RQ Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV ZaV SURSRVed b\ MiUaQda DiPaROR iQ 2018. 

DiPaROR WaNeV Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV aV a VWaUWiQg SRiQW bXW aUgXeV WhaW Whe SaQic did QRW 
ePeUge RUgaQicaOO\, RU aV Whe ViPSOe UeVXOW Rf Pedia VeQVaWiRQaOiVP. RaWheU, Vhe cOaiPV, 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf LSD ZaV a SXUSRVefXO gRYeUQPeQW effRUW WR SeUVecXWe Whe hiSSie cRXQWeUcXOWXUe 
Rf Whe 1960V. She SRiQWV WR Whe e[WeQViYe hiVWRU\ Rf aggUeVViYe SROice acWiRQ agaiQVW Whe hiSSie 
cRPPXQiW\ (diVcXVVed iQ gUeaWeU deWaiO b\ BaUU\ MiOeV iQ hiV 2003 bRRN Hippie). The hiSSieV ZeUe 
VeeQ aV a WhUeaW WR Whe ³QaWiRQaO chaUacWeU,´ aUgXeV DiPaROR, aQd WheiU aVVRciaWiRQ ZiWh SV\chedeOic 
dUXgV ZaV a cRQYeQieQW aYeQXe WhURXgh Zhich WR cePeQW WheiU SXbOic iPage aV deYiaQW aQd 
cUiPiQaO. ThiV aUgXPeQW ZiOO be cRQVideUed aW gUeaWeU OeQgWh iQ Whe Qe[W VecWiRQ. 

IQ 2002, CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV SXbOiVhed a diUecW UebXWWaO WR Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV, 
ViQgOiQg RXW GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda¶V VWXd\ iQ SaUWicXOaU. CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV¶V SUiPaU\ 
RbMecWiYe iQ WheiU eVVa\ iV WR diVcUediW PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ aV a ZhROe, cOaiPiQg WhaW ³Whe PRUaO 
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SaQic cRQceSW VeUYeV aV aQ aQaO\WicaO diVWUacWiRQ Rf VRUWV UaWheU WhaQ a XVefXO cRQceSWXaO WRRO´ 
(314). BXW iQ iQ Whe SURceVV, Whe\ deYeORS aQ aOWeUQaWiYe accRXQW Rf LSD SURhibiWiRQ. The\ aUgXe 
WhaW deVSiWe Whe Pedia h\VWeUia, cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf LSD ZaV a VORZ SURceVV, chaUacWeUi]ed b\ 
cRRSeUaWiRQ aQd deOibeUaWiRQ²QRW W\SicaOO\ aVVRciaWed ZiWh a ³SaQic´ (308). CRheQ¶V eQWiUe WheRU\ 
Rf PRUaO SaQic, Va\ CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV, iV baVed RQ Whe iQaccXUaWe aVVXPSWiRQ WhaW SeRSOe 
UeVSRQd VeOfiVhO\ aQd iUUaWiRQaOO\ iQ cUiViV ViWXaWiRQV OiNe QaWXUaO diVaVWeUV. IQ facW, CRUQZeOO aQd 
LiQdeUV cOaiP, WhiV VRUW Rf bUeaNdRZQ iQ VRciaO UeOaWiRQV UaUeO\ RccXUV. IQ cUiVeV, QaWXUaO RU PRUaO, 
SeRSOe WeQd WR cRRSeUaWe aQd UeVSRQd iQ aQ RUgaQi]ed faVhiRQ (311-313). CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV 
aOVR aUgXe WhaW PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ UedXceV Whe SXbOic WR gXOOibOe, SaVViYe Pedia-cRQVXPeUV, aQd 
UedXceV Whe ³fRON deYiOV´ WR PeUe RbMecWV Rf dePRQi]aWiRQ. CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV cRQWeQd WhaW bRWh 
Whe SXbOic aQd Whe ³fRON deYiOV´ SOa\ PRUe acWiYe UROeV iQ Whe SXbOic cRQYeUVaWiRQ. TiP LeaU\, fRU 
e[aPSOe, ZaV XQdRXbWedO\ dePRQi]ed b\ Whe gRYeUQPeQW aQd Pedia, bXW aOVR ZaV highO\ 
iQfOXeQWiaO iQ VhaSiQg Whe SXbOic¶V YieZV Rf SV\chedeOicV (323-325). 

GRRde ZURWe a Siece iQ 2008 WR defeQd hiV aUgXPeQW agaiQVW CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV¶V aWWacN. 

MRUaO SaQicV, GRRde Va\V, aUe a fUeTXeQW RccXUUeQce, SaUWicXOaUO\ VXUURXQdiQg dUXgV. He aUgXeV 
WhaW CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV PiVXQdeUVWaQd PRUaO SaQic WheRU\. A PRUaO SaQic iV cOeaUO\ QRW 
ideQWicaO WR Whe OiWeUaO SaQicV WhaW RccXU iQ diVaVWeU ViWXaWiRQV, VXch aV fiUeV; CRheQ¶V diVaVWeU 
aQaORg\ ZaV PeaQW WR be VRPeZhaW ORRVe. GRRde WheQ SURYideV e[WeQViYe eYideQce WhaW Whe Pedia 
aQd SXbOic UeVSRQVe WR LSD iQ Whe 1960V ZaV diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR Whe acWXaO WhUeaW Whe dUXg 
SRVed²Whe PaiQ iQdicaWRU Rf a PRUaO SaQic. ThiV eYideQce iQcOXdeV Whe VSaWe Rf facWXaOO\ XQWUXe 
UeSRUWV Rf SV\chedeOic-UeOaWed caOaPiWieV aQd Whe SUeYaOeQce Rf h\SeUbROic, PRUaOi]iQg UheWRUic 
OiNe ³VcRXUge,´ ³eSidePic,´ ³cUa]ed,´ aQd ³cXOW´ iQ 1960V UeSRUWV RQ SV\chedeOicV b\ Whe Pedia 
(538-540, 542). 

US WR WhiV SRiQW, WhiV VecWiRQ haV SUeVeQWed Whe YieZV Rf YaUiRXV aXWhRUV ZiWhRXW cRPPeQWaU\. 
HRZeYeU, Whe debaWe beWZeeQ CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV aQd GRRde UeTXiUeV VRPe cOaUificaWiRQ. 
NRZheUe eOVe iQ Whe OiWeUaWXUe baVe iV Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ debaWed VR 
e[SOiciWO\ aQd WhRURXghO\. HRZeYeU, Whe debaWe iV PXddied RQ bRWh VideV b\ VXbVWaQWiaO 
PiVchaUacWeUi]aWiRQ Rf Whe RSSRViWiRQ. CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV, fRU WheiU SaUW, aUe faU WRR fRcXVed RQ 
CRheQ¶V diVaVWeU aQaORg\, Zhich GRRde accXUaWeO\ RbVeUYeV iV b\ QR PeaQV eVVeQWiaO WR PRUaO 
SaQic WheRU\ (GRRde 2008, 540-541). AddiWiRQaOO\, cRQWUaU\ WR CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV¶V 
chaUacWeUi]aWiRQ, CRheQ TXiWe cOeaUO\ e[SOaiQV WhaW iQ Whe afWeUPaWh Rf a diVaVWeU RU a PRUaO SaQic, 
VRciaO UeOaWiRQV dR not bUeaN dRZQ, aQd iQ facW SOa\ a PaMRU UROe iQ deWeUPiQiQg Whe UeVSRQVe (1972, 
22-24).  

GRRde¶V UeVSRQVe, PeaQZhiOe, cRPSOeWeO\ PiVVeV Whe WhUXVW Rf CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV¶V eVVa\ 
aQd UeVSRQdV WR a VWUaZ PaQ aUgXPeQW iQVWead. CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV agUee ZiWh hiP WhaW Whe 
Pedia aQd SXbOic UeVSRQVe WR SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe 1960V ZaV diVSURSRUWiRQaWe (2002, 319-320). 
TheiU SRiQW Rf cRQWeQWiRQ iV OaUgeO\ VePaQWic; Whe\ XVe Whe e[aPSOe Rf LSD cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ WR 
iOOXVWUaWe WhaW Whe SURceVV Rf deYiaQce cRQVWUXcWiRQ iV VORZ, deOibeUaWiYe, aQd cRRSeUaWiYe, aQd 
WheUefRUe VhRXOd QRW be caOOed a ³SaQic´ (308). GRRde¶V UeVSRQVe dReV QRW VXbVWaQWiaOO\ addUeVV 
WheVe SRiQWV, bXW iQVWead fRcXVeV RQ UeaVVeUWiQg Whe diVSURSRUWiRQaOiW\ Rf Whe UeVSRQVe WR 
SV\chedeOicV, Zhich CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV had QeYeU diVSXWed (GRRde 2008, 538-540). 
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UOWiPaWeO\, bRWh VideV agUee RQ PRVW VXbVWaQWiYe SRiQWV: WheUe ZaV a Pedia-dUiYeQ VXUge iQ 
QegaWiYe SXbOic UeVSRQVe WR SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe 1960V, diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR acWXaO haUPV, Zhich 
Oed Whe US WR cUiPiQaOi]e WheP afWeU a SeUiRd Rf deOibeUaWiRQ.  

IQ Whe fROORZiQg VecWiRQ, Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV ZiOO be e[aPiQed aQd eYaOXaWed agaiQVW 
Whe hiVWRUicaO facWV. La\eUV Rf aQaO\ViV ZiOO aOVR be added WR e[SOaiQ gaSV iQ cXUUeQW WheRUieV. 
CRQVSicXRXVO\ abVeQW fURP SUiRU ZRUNV iV aQ e[SOaQaWiRQ Rf hRZ Whe PRUaO SaQic iQ Whe US, if iW 
RccXUUed, UeOaWeV WR Whe 1971 gORbaO SURhibiWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV b\ Whe UN. AOVR abVeQW iV a cOeaU 
VXPPaU\ Rf Whe VcieQWific eYideQce aYaiOabOe aW Whe WiPe Rf cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ²WhiV iV Ne\ WR 
deWeUPiQe ZheWheU Whe SXbOic UeVSRQVe ZaV acWXaOO\ diVSURSRUWiRQaWe, giYeQ Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ 
aYaiOabOe.  

5. DID A MORAL PANIC CAUSE PSYCHEDELIC CRIMINALIZATION? 

AV e[SOaiQed iQ Whe OiWeUaWXUe UeYieZ VecWiRQ, Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV haV aOPRVW 
aOZa\V beeQ bOaPed RQ a PRUaO SaQic. BXW dReV WhiV WheRU\ hROd XS XQdeU VcUXWiQ\? TheUe aUe WZR 
Ne\ TXeVWiRQV: fiUVW, ZaV WheUe a PRUaO SaQic iQ Whe US abRXW SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe 1960V? TheUe iV 
abXQdaQW eYideQce WR VXggeVW WheUe ZaV. The SXbOic UeVSRQVe ZaV diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR Whe 
SURbOeP, aQd Pade ³fRON deYiOV´ RXW Rf SV\chedeOic UeVeaUcheUV (e.g. TiP LeaU\) aQd XVeUV. SecRQd, 
ZaV WhiV PRUaO SaQic Whe caXVe Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ? ThaW iV, ZRXOd SV\chedeOicV haYe 
UePaiQed OegaO if Whe PRUaO SaQic had QRW RccXUUed ZheQ iW did? ThiV TXeVWiRQ iV haUdeU, bXW a 
caUefXO UeYieZ Rf Whe eYideQce VXggeVWV WhaW Whe PRUaO SaQic ZaV, aW PRVW, a SUR[iPaWe caXVe Rf 
SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. The US gRYeUQPeQW aQd Whe UN ZeUe aOUead\ begiQQiQg WR 
cRQWePSOaWe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ befRUe Whe PRUaO SaQic begaQ. AOWhRXgh Whe SaQic Pa\ haYe added 
XUgeQc\ WR WheVe effRUWV, iW iV OiNeO\ WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZRXOd haYe beeQ cUiPiQaOi]ed UegaUdOeVV. 

5.1. WAS THERE A MORAL PANIC? 

If WheUe ZeUe iQ facW a PRUaO SaQic abRXW SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe 1960V, ZhaW cOXeV ZRXOd be 
e[SecWed? RecaOO fURP Whe LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ WhaW RQe Rf Whe SUiPaU\ iQdicaWRUV Rf PRUaO SaQic iV 
a VXddeQ VXUge iQ SXbOic aWWeQWiRQ Said WR a SURbOeP, diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR iWV UeaO VcaOe. AOVR UecaOO 
WhaW PRUaO SaQicV geQeUaOO\ eQWaiO Whe Pedia SRUWUa\aO Rf ceUWaiQ iQdiYidXaOV RU gURXSV aVVRciaWed 
ZiWh Whe SURbOeP aV ³fRON deYiOV:´ VcaSegRaWV fRU SXbOic Uage aQd feaU. BRWh Rf WheVe facWRUV ZeUe 
eYideQW iQ Whe 1960V SXbOic UeVSRQVe WR SV\chedeOicV. 

5.1.1. DISPROPORTIONATE REACTION 

TR eVWabOiVh WhaW SXbOic aWWeQWiRQ ZaV diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR Whe acWXaO VcaOe Rf Whe SV\chedeOic 
SURbOeP, iW iV QeceVVaU\ WR eYaOXaWe ZhaW ZaV NQRZQ WR VcieQce aW Whe WiPe. If Whe eYideQce 
OegiWiPaWeO\ VeePed WR VXggeVW WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe highO\ daQgeURXV, WheQ Whe UeacWiRQ Pa\ 
QRW haYe beeQ diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR Whe aSSaUeQW WhUeaW. HRZeYeU, WhiV ZaV QRW Whe caVe. A PaVViYe 
PeWa-aQaO\ViV b\ eVWeePed LSD UeVeaUcheU SidQe\ CRheQ, aQaO\]iQg RYeU 25,000 WheUaS\ 
VeVViRQV, UeSRUWed iQ 1960 WhaW ³XQWRZaUd eYeQWV RccXUUiQg iQ cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh Whe e[SeUiPeQWaO 
RU WheUaSeXWic XVe Rf Whe haOOXciQRgeQV haYe beeQ VXUSUiViQgO\ iQfUeTXeQW . . . QR iQVWaQce Rf 
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VeUiRXV, SURORQged Sh\VicaO Vide effecWV ZaV fRXQd´ (CRheQ 1960, 30). He cRQcOXdeV WhaW ³ZiWh 
SURSeU SUecaXWiRQV [SV\chedeOicV] aUe Vafe´ (39). NR aQaO\ViV ePeUged iQ Whe 1960V WR chaOOeQge 
CRheQ¶V UeXOWV (SWeYeQV 1987, 181).  

NRW RQO\ ZeUe SV\chedeOicV NQRZQ WR be Vafe, bXW PRVW SXbOiVhed eYideQce VXggeVWed WhaW Whe\ 
had iPPeQVe PedicaO SRWeQWiaO. IQ a 1957 e[SeUiPeQW, LSD WheUaS\ ZaV adPiQiVWeUed WR fifW\ 
iQVWiWXWiRQaOi]ed SaWieQWV ZiWh WUeaWPeQW-UeViVWaQW QeXURWiciVP. Of WhRVe SaWieQWV, fRUW\-fiYe 
UeSRUWed VigQificaQW iPSURYePeQW, aQd WhiUW\-Vi[ ZeUe VWiOO iPSURYed WZR \eaUV afWeU Whe LSD 
VeVViRQ (MaUWiQ 1957). A 1965 aVVeVVPeQW Rf Whe UeVeaUch-WR-daWe RQ SV\chedeOic WheUaS\ fRXQd 
WhaW ³LSD haV beeQ fRXQd WR faciOiWaWe iPSURYePeQW iQ SaWieQWV cRYeUiQg Whe cRPSOeWe VSecWUXP 
Rf QeXURWic, SV\chRVRPaWic, aQd chaUacWeU diVRUdeUV´ (MRgaU 1965, 157). MaQ\ SV\chiaWUiVWV ZeUe 
dXbiRXV Rf VXch UeVXOWV, aV ZiOO be diVcXVVed iQ Whe Qe[W VecWiRQ. HRZeYeU, baVed RQ acWXaO, 
SXbOiVhed VWXdieV, aQ RbMecWiYe RbVeUYeU iQ Whe Pid-1960V ZRXOd cRQcOXde WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe 
a Vafe aQd YaOXabOe WRRO iQ Whe SV\chiaWUic WRRObR[. 

HRZeYeU, aQ RbVeUYeU ZhR baVed WheiU RSiQiRQV RQ QeZVSaSeUV aQd Paga]iQeV ZRXOd cRPe WR 
a YeU\ diffeUeQW cRQcOXViRQ. SWaQOe\ CRheQ aQd RWheU PRUaO SaQic WheRUiVWV (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe 
ReYieZ´) ePShaVi]e Whe Pedia¶V WeQdeQc\ WR bORZ WhUeaWV RXW Rf SURSRUWiRQ (CRheQ 1972, 32-33). 
IQdeed, afWeU Whe 1966 SeQaWe heaUiQgV bURXghW SV\chedeOicV iQWR Whe SXbOic e\e, Whe QeZV Pedia 
SURdXced a QRQ-VWRS baUUage Rf hRUURU VWRUieV. TheVe UaQged fURP gaUdeQ-YaUieW\ fUeaNRXWV, WR 
WeeQV bOiQdiQg WhePVeOYeV b\ VWaUiQg aW Whe VXQ XQdeU Whe iQfOXeQce, WR LSD-cUa]ed PXUdeUeUV, WR 
YagXe aQd RYeUbORZQ cOaiPV abRXW Whe daQgeUV Rf SV\chedeOicV (³PRUe daQgeURXV WhaQ heURiQ!´) 
(Siff 2015, 151-155). TheUe aUe VeYeUaO cOXeV WhaW WheVe VWRUieV ZeUe e[aggeUaWed, if QRW RXWUighW 
fabUicaWed. FRU RQe WhiQg, eYeQ aV QeZVSaSeUV ZeUe fORRded ZiWh VXch accRXQWV, SV\chedeOic-
UeOaWed hRVSiWaO YiViWV aQd aUUeVWV UePaiQed XQcRPPRQ (SWeYeQV 1987, 275-276). AQRWheU VWURQg 
hiQW iV SURYided b\ Whe NeWheUOaQdV WRda\, ZheUe hXQdUedV Rf WhRXVaQdV Rf dRVeV Rf SViORc\biQ 
aUe OegaOO\ VROd eYeU\ \eaU; DXWch aXWhRUiWieV UeSRUW WhaW SV\chedeOic-UeOaWed accideQWV aQd 
diVWXUbaQceV aUe ³e[WUePeO\ UaUe´ (HXbeU Q.d.). 

NeYeUWheOeVV, VeaUchiQg fRU ³LSD´ iQ Whe aUchiYeV Rf Whe New York Times aQd Los Angeles 
Times UeYeaOV dR]eQV Rf VeQVaWiRQaO headOiQeV fURP Whe OaWe 1960V, iQcOXdiQg ³DaPage WR MiQd 
fURP LSD FeaUed,´ ³SOa\iQg SXVSecW TeOOV Rf LSD SSUee,´ ³LSD VicWiP FeOW He WaV DeYiO SWeaOiQg 
SRXOV,´ ³LSD LiQNed WR Dead YRXWh,´ ³VicWiP Rf LSD SWaUWV LRQg ReWXUQ TUiS,´ aQd PeUeO\ 
³BeZaUe Rf LSD!´ (NYT 1963; NYT 1966; DUe\fXVV 1967; NYT 1971; TRUgeUVRQ 1967; WiQNOeU 
1960). PV\chedeOicV ZeUe ³Whe QaWiRQ¶V QeZeVW VcRXUge,´ aQd XVeUV¶ PiQdV ZeUe ³diViQWegUaWiQg 
XQdeU Whe iQfOXeQce Rf eYeQ ViQgOe dRVeV´ (LaXUeQce 1963). Life Paga]iQe Oed Whe aWWacN ZiWh a 
1966 cRYeU VWRU\ abRXW LSD: ³The E[SORdiQg ThUeaW Rf Whe MiQd DUXg ThaW GRW OXW Rf CRQWURO´ 
(Life 1966).  

IQ addiWiRQ WR Whe XVXaO VSaWe Rf XQcRUURbRUaWed hRUURU VWRUieV, Whe aXWhRUV Rf Whe Life VSeciaO 
fUeW WhaW SV\chedeOicV caQ ³caQ cRQYiQce WhRVe ZiWh cUiPiQaO SURSeQViWieV WhaW Whe\ aUe abRYe Whe 
OaZ´ (Life 1966). ThiV SURYRcaWiYe cOaiP iV TXiWe cRQViVWeQW ZiWh PRUaO SaQic WheRU\. IQ WheiU 2009 
ZRUN RQ PRUaO SaQicV, GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda RbVeUYe a SaWWeUQ: ³QeZ dUXgV aUe XVXaOO\ . . . 
aWWUibXWed ZiWh a cUiPiQRgeQic effecW ± WhaW iV, PaQ\ PRUe SeRSOe WhaQ iV QRUPaOO\ Whe caVe beOieYe 
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WhaW Whe\ caXVe YiROeQce aQd cUiPe´ (2009, 198). VaW] aQd WeiQbeUg e[aPiQe WhiV PiVSeUceSWiRQ 
e[WeQViYeO\, QRWiQg WhaW iQ facW, ³dUXg-UeOaWed cUiPe iV RbYiRXVO\ PRUe cORVeO\ Wied WR . . . Whe 
cUiPiQaO bOacN PaUNeW WhaQ WR Whe chePicaO effecWV Rf Whe dUXgV. . . iW iV OaUgeO\ WheiU iOOegaOiW\ WhaW 
PaNeV WheP daQgeURXV´ (1998, 61-78). Of cRXUVe, WhaW iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW dUXgV caQQRW be cRQdXciYe 
WR cUiPiQaO behaYiRU. MichaeO MaVViQg QRWeV WhaW, aOWhRXgh PaQ\ dUXg-UeOaWed cUiPeV aUe 
aWWUibXWabOe WR SURhibiWiRQ, VRPe aUe iQdeed caXVed b\ Whe dUXgV WhePVeOYeV. FRU e[aPSOe, 
VWiPXOaQWV OiNe cRcaiQe Pa\ ORRVeQ XVeUV¶ iQhibiWiRQV aQd SURPRWe YiROeQW behaYiRU, aQd addicWiYe 
dUXgV Pa\ dUiYe WheiU XVeUV WR WhefW WR fXeO WheiU habiW. 

HRZeYeU, iQ Whe caVe Rf SV\chedeOicV, Whe cUiPiQRgeQic effecW ZaV iOOXVRU\. CRQWePSRUaU\ 
UeVeaUch VXggeVWV WhaW SV\chedeOic XVe iV aVVRciaWed ZiWh OeVV cUiPiQaO behaYiRU, QRW PRUe 
(HeQdUicNV 2014; HeQdUicNV 2017). IQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf PRUaO SaQic WheRU\, Whe cRQfOaWiRQ Rf 
SV\chedeOic XVe ZiWh cUiPe iV aQ e[ceOOeQW e[aPSOe Rf ZhaW CRheQ (1972) caOOV ³VSXUiRXV 
aWWUibXWiRQ.´ DXUiQg a PRUaO SaQic, a deYiaQW gURXS (e.g. dUXg XVeUV) iV aVVXPed, ZiWhRXW eYideQce, 
WR be deYiaQW iQ a hRVW Rf RWheU Za\V (53-54). ThiV aidV WheiU WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ iQWR OiYiQg VWeUeRW\SeV, 
V\PbROV Rf SXbOic feaU² ³fRON deYiOV´ (44).  

5.1.2. THE HIPPIES AS FOLK DEVILS 

The ³fRON deYiO´ SheQRPeQRQ caQ be VeeQ TXiWe cOeaUO\ iQ Whe Za\ PaiQVWUeaP APeUica UeacWed 
WR Whe ³hiSSie´ cRXQWeUcXOWXUe. MiUaQda DiPaROR (2018) aUgXeV cRQYiQciQgO\ WhaW Whe PRUaO SaQic 
Rf Whe 1960V, ZhiOe RVWeQVibO\ fRcXVed RQ SV\chedeOic dUXgV, OiNeO\ had PXch WR dR ZiWh WheiU XVeUV: 
³\RXQg adXOWV ZhR feUYeQWO\ SURPRWed YieZV Rf XQcRQYeQWiRQaOiW\, Ve[XaO OibeUaWiRQ, aQd 
cRQVWUXcWiYe diVVeQW.´ DiPaROR WaNeV Whe aUgXPeQW a biW WRR faU²WheUe iV QR eYideQce WR VXggeVW 
WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe baQQed aV a SXUSRVefXO aWWePSW WR SeUVecXWe Whe hiSSie SRSXOaWiRQ, aV Vhe 
cOaiPV (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ´). IQdeed, Whe FDA cUacNdRZQ RQ SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch OaUgeO\ 
SUedaWed Whe hiSSie PRYePeQW. HRZeYeU, Whe hiSSieV¶ UROe iQ Whe 1960V PRUaO SaQic caQQRW be 
RYeUVWaWed. 

The hiSSie PRYePeQW achieYed PaVV QRWRUieW\ iQ Whe afWeUPaWh Rf Whe FiUVW HXPaQ Be-IQ iQ 
1967 (Vee ³HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd´) (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 163-164). TheUe ZeUe PaQ\ UeaVRQV Whe 
hiSSieV ZeUe fUighWeQiQg WR ³UeVSecWabOe´ PaiQVWUeaP APeUicaQ VRcieW\. PeUhaSV Whe PRVW RbYiRXV 
ZaV WheiU cRPPiWPeQW WR ³Ve[XaO OibeUaWiRQ,´ Zhich cRQVeUYaWiYe ChUiVWiaQV VaZ aV QRWhiQg OeVV 
WhaQ aQ aOO-RXW aVVaXOW RQ APeUicaQ PRUaO YaOXeV (MiOeV 2005, 273-274). HiSSieV aOVR UXffOed 
feaWheUV ZiWh WheiU RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe VieWQaP WaU aQd WheiU aVVRciaWiRQ ZiWh Whe OefW ZiQg aQd Whe 
Seace PRYePeQW (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 194). ThiV aVVRciaWiRQ Pa\ QRW haYe beeQ eQWiUeO\ faiU WR 
Whe OefWiVWV aQd Seace acWiYiVWV²PaQ\ Rf WheP ZeUe VcRUQfXO Rf hiSSieV, ZhRP Whe\ VaZ aV QawYe 
aQd aSaWheWic (MiOeV 2005, 10). HiSSieV, fRU WheiU SaUW, RfWeQ cRQVideUed SROiWicaO acWiYiVP MXVW 
aQRWheU fRUP Rf VeOOiQg RXW WR ³Whe EVWabOiVhPeQW´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 165-167). HRZeYeU, WheUe 
ZaV VXbVWaQWiaO RYeUOaS beWZeeQ Whe WZR gURXSV. The YRXWh IQWeUQaWiRQaO PaUW\ (³YiSSieV´) ZaV a 
VXbVWaQWiaO fRUce iQ OaWe 1960V Seace acWiYiVP bXW ZaV aOVR cRPSRVed Rf die-haUd hiSSieV, ZhRVe 
SUiPaU\ SROiWicaO aiPV ZeUe fUee ORYe aQd ³acid fRU aOO!´ (206, 215) 
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PeU CRheQ, PRUaO SaQicV RfWeQ Oead WR e[WUePe, SUeePSWiYe SROiciQg Rf Whe ³fRON deYiOV´ (1972, 
86-87). IQ WhiV caVe, SXbOic feaU abRXW Whe hiSSie PRYePeQW WUaQVOaWed iQWR h\SeUaggUeVViYe SROice 
acWiRQ agaiQVW WheiU eYeQWV aQd cRPPXQiWieV. WUiWiQg iQ 1969, BURZQ aUgXeV WhaW hiSSieV iQ SaQ 
FUaQciVcR faced QRW PeUeO\ cUiPiQaO OaZ eQfRUcePeQW, bXW a fRUP Rf ³VRciaO cRQWURO aV WeUURU.´ B\ 
WhiV, he UefeUV WR XQOaZfXO UaidV RQ hiSSie UeVideQceV, iQVXOWiQg biOObRaUdV, aQd XQMXVW aUUeVWV. 
WRUVW Rf aOO ZeUe Whe ³VWUeeW VZeeSV´ iQ hiSSie gaWheUiQg aUeaV: ³cOXb-ZieOdiQg SROicePeQ . . . 
cORVed e[iWV fURP Whe aVVaXOWed aUea aQd WheQ begaQ V\VWePaWicaOO\ WR beaW aQd aUUeVW WhRVe ZhR 
ZeUe WUaSSed´ (BURZQ 1969). AUUeVWV ZeUe geQeUaOO\ baVed RQ YagXe RU WUXPSed-XS chaUgeV; 
aQ\RQe ZiWhRXW a dUafW caUd RQ WheiU SeUVRQ cRXOd eaViO\ be deWaiQed aV a ³VXVSecWed dUafW dRdgeU,´ 
fRU e[aPSOe (MiOeV 2005, 211).  

IURQicaOO\, iW ZaV Whe hiSSieV ZhR SURWeVWed agaiQVW YiROeQce WhaW faced Whe PRVW Rf iW. IQ OcWRbeU 
1967, Seace acWiYiVWV VWaged a PaVV SURWeVW aW Whe LiQcROQ MePRUiaO, faPRXVO\ VWXffiQg VROdieUV¶ 
UifOe baUUeOV ZiWh daiVieV. Of cRXUVe, fORZeU SRZeU did QRW SURWecW WheP fURP beiQg VaYageO\ beaWeQ 
aQd aUUeVWed (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 202-204). YiSSieV SURWeVWiQg iQ ChicagR a \eaU OaWeU ZeUe 
aWWacNed QRW RQO\ b\ Whe ORcaO SROice, bXW Whe NaWiRQaO GXaUd aQd Whe AUP\ aV ZeOO (219). The 
bUXWaOiW\ aQd RYeUNiOO Rf ChicagR¶V UeVSRQVe ZaV iQfXUiaWiQg WR OefWiVWV, bXW PRVW APeUicaQV 
aSSURYed (221). IQ faiUQeVV, Whe YiSSieV ZeUe SaUWiaOO\ UeVSRQVibOe fRU WheiU QegaWiYe iPage, ZiWh 
WheiU UadicaO VWXQWV aQd iQfOaPPaWRU\ WhUeaWV WR SXW LSD iQ Whe ZaWeU VXSSO\, VedXce SROiWiciaQV¶ 
ZiYeV, aQd ³bXUQ ChicagR WR Whe gURXQd´ (215). The\ ZeUe VR VXcceVVfXO aW WeUUif\iQg PaiQVWUeaP 
APeUica WhaW eYeQ PaVViYeO\ diVSURSRUWiRQaWe UeVSRQVe VeePed MXVWified²Whe haOOPaUN Rf a PRUaO 
SaQic.  

5.1.3. WEAPONIZING THE LAW 

The fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW ZaV TXiWe cRQVciRXV Rf Whe WieV beWZeeQ Whe hiSSie PRYePeQW aQd 
SV\chedeOic dUXgV. A 1967 FDA UeSRUW RQ LSD aVVeUWV WhaW ³fRU PaQ\ Rf Whe µhiSS\¶ gURXSV . . . 
[LSD] SURYideV aQ eaV\ aQd aXWRPaWic PeaQV WR PePbeUVhiS . . .  aOOegiaQce WR dUXg YaOXeV iV 
UegaUded aV a µOR\aOW\ WeVW¶´ (SPiWh 1967, 14). OQce SV\chedeOicV ZeUe iOOegaO, SROiWiciaQV had a 
cRQYeQieQW e[cXVe WR UaPS XS OaZ eQfRUcePeQW haUaVVPeQW Rf hiSSieV. CaQQabiV OaZV had aOUead\ 
beeQ XVed e[WeQViYeO\ WR cUiPiQaOi]e hiSSie cRPPXQiWieV, eYeQ ZhiOe ³UeVSecWabOe´ PiddOe-cOaVV 
ZhiWe APeUicaQV cRXOd VPRNe SRW ZiWh UeOaWiYe iPSXQiW\ (MRUgaQ 1981, 158, 161). IQ Whe OaWe 
1960V, aQd eaUO\ 1970V, Whe fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW Pade e[WeQViYe XVe Rf dUXg OaZV, SaUWicXOaUO\ Whe 
QeZ SV\chedeOic baQ, WR WaUgeW hiSSieV, aQWi-ZaU SURWeVWRUV, aQd RWheU OefWiVWV. 

ThiV ZaV QRW VR PXch 1984-VW\Oe WRWaOiWaUiaQiVP aV Whe fXOfiOOPeQW Rf a caPSaigQ SURPiVe. 
Ni[RQ had UiddeQ iQWR Rffice RQ Whe Wide Rf PRUaO SaQic. AfWeU Whe 1968 ChicagR SURWeVWV, he ZaV 
abOe WR caSiWaOi]e RQ SXbOic feaU Yia a ³OaZ aQd RUdeU´ caPSaigQ, SURPiViQg WR eUadicaWe Whe ³hiSSie 
fUeaNV´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 221). UQdeU hiV adPiQiVWUaWiRQ, Whe CIA e[SaQded iWV dRPeVWic 
VS\iQg RSeUaWiRQ, aV ZeOO aV iWV SUacWice Rf haUaVViQg aQd SRiVRQiQg OefWiVW RUgaQi]eUV (225). Ni[RQ¶V 
cUacNdRZQ RQ hiSSieV ZaV heaYiO\ eQWZiQed ZiWh hiV cUacNdRZQ RQ dUXgV (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe 
ReYieZ´). IQ a WRS-VecUeW iQWeUQaO PePR, Ni[RQ¶V FBI Chief EdgaU HRRYeU adYiVed hiV ageQWV, 
³ViQce Whe XVe Rf . . . QaUcRWicV iV ZideVSUead aPRQg PePbeUV Rf Whe NeZ LefW, \RX VhRXOd be RQ 
Whe aOeUW fRU RSSRUWXQiWieV WR haYe WheP aUUeVWed RQ dUXg chaUgeV´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 225). 
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EYideQWO\, VXch RSSRUWXQiWieV ZeUe SOeQWifXO; iQ Whe eaUO\ 1970V, P\Uiad aQWi-ZaU RUgaQi]eUV aQd 
cRXQWeUcXOWXUe figXUeV (iQcOXdiQg TiP LeaU\ hiPVeOf) ZeUe VeUYed dUacRQiaQ VeQWeQceV fRU 
SRVVeVViQg VPaOO TXaQWiWieV Rf SV\chedeOicV RU caQQabiV (225-226). 

B\ Whe WiPe Whe cUacNdRZQ VWaUWed, hRZeYeU, Whe PRUaO SaQic RYeU SV\chedeOicV ZaV effecWiYeO\ 
RYeU (Siff 2015, 185). The Pedia had WXUQed WR feaU-PRQgeUiQg RYeU RWheU dUXgV, ZiWh 
eQcRXUagePeQW fURP Ni[RQ¶V PR WeaP (182). ThiV iOOXVWUaWeV aQRWheU Rf Whe Ne\ chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf 
a PRUaO SaQic, aV e[SOaiQed b\ GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda (1994): YROaWiOiW\. EYeQ if iW OeaYeV a ORQg-
OaVWiQg iQVWiWXWiRQaO Oegac\, Whe SaQic iWVeOf iV TXicN WR ePeUge aQd TXicN WR die RXW (158-159). FURP 
Whe iQiWiaO Pedia fiUeVWRUP afWeU Whe 1966 SeQaWe heaUiQgV, XQWiO SXbOic aWWeQWiRQ VhifWed WR RWheU 
dUXgV afWeU Ni[RQ¶V eOecWiRQ, Whe PRUaO SaQic RYeU SV\chedeOicV OaVWed a PeUe WhUee \eaUV. 

5.2. DID THE MORAL PANIC CAUSE CRIMINALIZATION? 

HaYiQg deWeUPiQed WhaW WheUe ZaV iQdeed a PRUaO SaQic iQ Whe OaWe 1960V abRXW SV\chedeOicV, 
iW iV QRZ QeceVVaU\ WR eYaOXaWe ZheWheU iW ZaV Whe PaiQ caXVe Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. If iW 
ZeUe, ZhaW hiVWRUicaO eYideQce VhRXOd be e[SecWed? FiUVW, Whe gRYeUQPeQW ZRXOd be UeOaWiYeO\ 
XQiQWeUeVWed iQ Whe SURbOeP XQWiO Whe PRUaO SaQic begaQ²RbYiRXVO\, if Whe gRYeUQPeQW ZaV 
aOUead\ SOaQQiQg WR baQ SV\chedeOicV befRUe Whe SaQic, WheQ Whe SaQic did QRW caXVe Whe baQ. 
SecRQd, WheUe ZRXOd be a UeOaWiYeO\ UaSid gRYeUQPeQW UeacWiRQ, ZiWhRXW PeaVXUed eYaOXaWiRQ Rf 
Whe aYaiOabOe eYideQce, aV iV W\SicaO Rf OegiVOaWiRQ deVigQed WR addUeVV PRUaO SaQicV. ThiUd, if Whe 
PRUaO SaQic caXVed iQWeUQaWiRQaO cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV ZRXOd SURbabO\ 
RccXU fiUVW iQ Whe US, aQd Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO cRPPXQiW\ ZRXOd fROORZ VXiW. If PaQ\ RWheU cRXQWUieV 
iQdeSeQdeQWO\ chRVe WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV, iW iV XQOiNeO\ WhaW Whe US PRUaO SaQic ZaV Whe 
SUiPaU\ caXVe. The eYideQce dReV QRW VeeP WR beaU RXW aQ\ Rf WheVe cUiWeUia, iPSO\iQg WhaW Whe 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV ZaV QRW e[cOXViYeO\ Whe UeVXOW Rf Whe 1960V PRUaO SaQic. 

5.2.1. DID MORAL PANIC PRECEDE GOVERNMENT ACTION? 

The fiUVW cUiWeUiRQ iV eaViO\ diVSURYeQ, aV Whe gRYeUQPeQW had beeQ PRYiQg iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ fRU \eaUV ZheQ Whe PRUaO SaQic eUXSWed. MRVW VchROaUV SOace Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 
SaQic iQ Pid-1966 (Siff 2015, 151; SWeYeQV 1987, 273-274). AV e[SOaiQed iQ Whe SUeYiRXV VXbVecWiRQ, 
WhiV ZaV afWeU Whe VSUiQg SeQaWe heaUiQgV diVcXVViQg LSD cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. The gRYeUQPeQW had 
aOUead\ begXQ WR VeUiRXVO\ cRQVideU cUiPiQaOi]iQg SV\chedeOicV b\ Whe WiPe WhaW Whe Pedia Vei]ed 
RQ Whe iVVXe. 

ThaW iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW SV\chedeOicV UeceiYed QR SUeVV befRUe Whe SeQaWe heaUiQgV, bXW Whe 
cRYeUage ZaV PRUe baOaQced. A OegaO VchROaU ZUiWiQg iQ 1966 QRWed WhaW, eYeU ViQce Whe HaUYaUd 
PViORc\biQ PURMecW ZaV VhXW dRZQ iQ 1963, ³aQ aOaUPiVW SUeVV faQQed . . . aUWificiaOO\ cUeaWed 
h\VWeUia´ (RRVbRURXgh 1966, 313). AOWhRXgh WhiV Pa\ be WUXe, WheUe ZeUe aOVR PaQ\ SRViWiYe 
UeSRUWV, SeUhaSV eTXaOO\ e[aggeUaWed, VXch aV a 1964 aUWicOe iQ Hori]on Paga]iQe, ³CaQ ThiV DUXg 
EQOaUge MaQ¶V MiQd?´ (Siff 2015, 139-141) SWeSheQ Siff ZUiWeV WhaW ³LSD ZaV RQ Whe Pedia ageQda 
iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V, bXW aV a cXOWXUaO aQd VcieQWific SheQRPeQRQ UaWheU WhaQ a SROiWicaO SURbOeP 
WhaW caOOed fRU a gRYeUQPeQW UeVSRQVe´ (141) AddiWiRQaOO\, SUiRU WR Whe SeQaWe heaUiQgV, Whe geQeUaO 
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SXbOic ZaV UeOaWiYeO\ XQZRUUied abRXW SV\chedeOicV. A 1964 GaOOXS SROO aVNed APeUicaQV WR QaPe 
Whe QaWiRQ¶V PRVW SUeVViQg SURbOePV, aQd RQO\ 2% bURXghW XS dUXgV (142). AOWhRXgh Whe Pedia 
ZaV begiQQiQg WR WaNe a VWURQgeU iQWeUeVW iQ SV\chedeOicV, PRVW APeUicaQV did QRW cRQVideU WheP 
a PaMRU cRQceUQ XQWiO Whe Pid-1960V. 

ThiV VWURQgO\ VXggeVWV WhaW Whe PRUaO SaQic had QRW begXQ iQ eaUQeVW XQWiO Whe SeQaWe ZaV 
aOUead\ cRQWePSOaWiQg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. MRUeRYeU, iW ZaV \eaUV afWeU Whe FDA begaQ WR cUacN dRZQ 
RQ SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch iQ 1962, aQd agaiQ iQ 1965 (Vee ³HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd´). AdPiWWedO\, iW 
iV TXiWe SRVVibOe WhaW Whe PRUaO SaQic acceOeUaWed Whe deciViRQ WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOic dUXgV. 
CRQVideUiQg Whe WiPeOiQe, hRZeYeU, RQe iV iQcOiQed WR agUee ZiWh Siff, ZhR aUgXeV WhaW ³TXiWe OiNeO\, 
VWaWe aQd fedeUaO RfficiaOV ZRXOd haYe acWed Whe VaPe Za\ agaiQVW LSD eYeQ had iW QRW beeQ 
diVcXVVed VR fUeTXeQWO\ aQd aW VXch OeQgWh iQ Whe QeZV´ (2015, 177). 

5.2.2. WAS THE CRIMINALIZATION PROCESS ´PANICKEDµ?  

The VecRQd cUiWeUiRQ aOVR dReV QRW hROd XS XQdeU VcUXWiQ\. CRheQ RbVeUYeV WhaW ZheQ PRUaO 
SaQicV UeVXOW iQ OegiVOaWiYe chaQgeV, Whe chaQgeV aUe XVXaOO\ eQacWed TXicNO\, fUaPed aV 
³ePeUgeQc\´ PeaVXUeV, aQd SUiPaUiO\ iQVSiUed b\ SXbOic RXWcU\ UaWheU WhaQ geQXiQe cRQVideUaWiRQ 
Rf Whe iVVXe (1972, 133-138). CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV (2002) aUgXe, UighWO\ VR, WhaW Whe SURceVV Rf 
SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV faU PRUe PeaVXUed aQd deOibeUaWe WhaQ ZRXOd be e[SecWed if 
OegiVOaWRUV had beeQ caXghW XS iQ a PRUaO SaQic (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ´).  

AW Whe 1966 SeQaWe HeaUiQgV, aOWhRXgh Whe debaWe ZaV heaWed, Whe SeQaWRUV VSeQW VXbVWaQWiaO 
WiPe heaUiQg fURP iQdeSeQdeQW PedicaO e[SeUWV, aQd eYeQ Whe PRVW YRcaO SURSRQeQWV Rf 
SV\chedeOicV, VXch aV TiP LeaU\ aQd AOOeQ GiQVbeUg (NIH 1966). A cRQWePSRUaQeRXV RbVeUYeU 
QRWeV WhaW ³Whe QRW XQfUieQdO\ cRQfURQWaWiRQ´ beWZeeQ GiQVbeUg aQd Whe SeQaWRUV ³UefOecWed a 
cRQgUeVViRQaO aWWePSW WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe QeZ SURbOePV abRXW Zhich iW iV OegiVOaWiQg´ (WaOVh 1966, 
1729). AddiWiRQaOO\, aW OeaVW VRPe Rf Whe SeQaWRUV VeePed ZeOO-aZaUe Rf Whe Pedia¶V SURSeQViW\ WR 
e[aggeUaWe. SeQaWRU KeQQed\ QRWed WhaW LSD iV ³QRW aV ZideO\ XVed aPRQgVW RXU XQiYeUViW\ 
VWXdeQWV aQd aPRQgVW Whe UeVW Rf RXU SRSXOaWiRQ aV haV VRPeWiPeV beeQ UeSRUWed´ (NIH 1966, 47). 
SeQaWRU AbUahaP RibicRff (D ± CT) eQcRXUaged hiV cROOeagXeV ³WR VWUiNe a baOaQce aQd QRW WR 
WhURZ RYeUbRaUd WhRVe eOePeQWV Rf a dUXg WhaW Pa\ be gRRd becaXVe WheUe aUe ceUWaiQ eOePeQWV 
WhaW aUe bad´ (65). COeaUO\, Whe SeQaWRUV ZeUe QRW bOiQdO\ fROORZiQg Whe Pedia QaUUaWiYe Rf Whe OaWe 
1960V. 

5.2.3. DID THE U.S. SPEARHEAD INTERNATIONAL CRIMINALIZATION? 

The fiQaO cUiWeUiRQ UeOaWeV WR Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO cRPPXQiW\¶V cRQdePQaWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV iQ 
Whe 1960V. If a PRUaO SaQic, iQVWigaWed b\ Whe APeUicaQ QeZV Pedia, ZaV Whe SUiPaU\ caXVe, WheQ 
RQe ZRXOd e[SecW Whe US WR haYe Oed Whe chaUge WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV ZRUOdZide. IW ZRXOd 
QRW be Whe fiUVW WiPe a PRUaO SaQic iQ Whe US WUaQVOaWed iQWR iQWeUQaWiRQaO OaZ. The US ZaV Whe 
dRPiQaQW aUchiWecW Rf Whe 1961 CRQYeQWiRQ RQ NaUcRWic DUXgV aQd haV beeQ a Ne\ SOa\eU iQ 
cRQVWUXcWiQg Whe gORbaO dUXg SURhibiWiRQ UegiPe (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ´) (O¶MaQiTXe 2014, 36-
38). 



OUegRQ UQdeUgUadXaWe ReVeaUch JRXUQal SSURXl 
 

VRlXPe 19 IVVXe 1 SSUiQg 2021             22 
 

HRZeYeU, iQ Whe caVe Rf SV\chedeOicV, Whe US did QRW SOa\ VXch a UROe. The UN aQd W.H.O. had 
beeQ debaWiQg SV\chedeOicV ViQce 1963, ZeOO befRUe Whe PRUaO SaQic iQ Whe US begaQ (Ba\eU 1989, 
5). IQ AXgXVW 1966, a SSeciaO CRPPiWWee ZaV cRQYeQed WR diVcXVV Whe iVVXe, aQd Whe\ ViQgOed RXW 
LSD ³aV SUeVeQWiQg Whe PRVW acXWe SURbOeP aQd VhRZiQg VigQV Rf VXch VSUead aV WR dePaQd 
iPPediaWe acWiRQ´ (7). CeUWaiQO\, Whe deciViRQ WR cUeaWe Whe SSeciaO CRPPiWWee ZaV UeOaWed WR Whe 
VXddeQ fORRd Rf QegaWiYe SUeVV fURP Whe APeUicaQ Pedia. HRZeYeU, WheUe iV QR UeaVRQ WR beOieYe 
WhaW Whe CRPPiWWee¶V RfficiaO deciViRQV ZeUe baVed RQ Paga]iQe aUWicOeV. UQOiNe CRQgUeVV, Whe 
CRPPiWWee ZaV QRW accRXQWabOe WR Whe APeUicaQ SXbOic, aQd VR ZRXOd haYe VeeQ QR Qeed WR 
aVVXage WheiU feaUV ZiWh XQQeceVVaU\ SROicieV. 

B\ JaQXaU\ 1968, Whe UN¶V CRPPiVViRQ RQ NaUcRWic DUXgV had XQaQiPRXVO\ agUeed WhaW Whe 
VWUicWeVW SRVVibOe cRQWUROV VhRXOd be iPSRVed RQ SV\chedeOicV. SRPe QaWiRQV, iQcOXdiQg Whe USSR, 
IQdia, aQd GhaQa, caOOed WR baQ SV\chedeOicV iPPediaWeO\ WhURXgh aPeQdPeQW Rf Whe 1961 
CRQYeQWiRQ. HRZeYeU, PRVW cRXQWUieV RSSRVed VXch a UaSid PRYe, Whe US iQcOXded. IQVWead, Whe 
Qe[W VeYeUaO \eaUV ZeUe VSeQW deYeORSiQg Whe QeZ CRQYeQWiRQ RQ PV\chRWURSic SXbVWaQceV, Zhich 
UegXOaWed SV\chedeOicV aV ZeOO aV SUeVcUiSWiRQ VWiPXOaQWV aQd VedaWiYeV. (Ba\eU 1989, 8-9) 

WheQ Whe CRQYeQWiRQ SaVVed iQ 1971, PV\chedeOicV ZeUe SOaced iQ SchedXOe I, Whe VWUicWeVW 
caWegRU\. ThiV aOigQed ZiWh Whe adYice Rf Whe W.H.O., ZhR UeSRUWed WhaW SV\chedeOicV SRVed ³aQ 
eVSeciaOO\ VeUiRXV UiVN WR SXbOic heaOWh aQd . . . Whe\ haYe YeU\ OiPiWed, if aQ\, WheUaSeXWic 
XVefXOQeVV´ (Ba\eU 1989, 15). The US ZaV RQe Rf Whe RQO\ QaWiRQV WR chaOOeQge WhiV PRYe, aV iW 
RbMecWed WR iQWeUQaWiRQaO cRQWURO Rf PeVcaOiQe cacWi (23). ThiV hiVWRU\ PaNeV iW cOeaU WhaW, if 
aQ\WhiQg, Whe US dUagged iWV feeW RQ Whe iQcOXViRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV iQWR Whe gORbaO dUXg SURhibiWiRQ 
UegiPe. MXOWiSOe WiPeV, iQ 1968, aQd WheQ agaiQ iQ 1971, Whe US e[SOiciWO\ RSSRVed Whe ZiVheV Rf 
aQWi-SV\chedeOic haUdOiQeUV iQ RWheU QaWiRQV. If aQ APeUicaQ PRUaO SaQic ZeUe Whe URRW caXVe Rf 
gORbaO SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, RQe ZRXOd e[SecW Whe RSSRViWe.  

CeUWaiQO\, WheUe ZaV a PRUaO SaQic iQ Whe US abRXW SV\chedeOicV, aV aOO Whe cOaVVic VigQV 
(diVSURSRUWiRQaWe UeVSRQVe, Pedia h\VWeUia, aQd h\SeU-cUiPiQaOi]ed fRON deYiOV) aUe SUeVeQW. 
HRZeYeU, Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV caQQRW cRQYiQciQgO\ e[SOaiQ cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US RU 
abURad, fRU WhUee Ne\ UeaVRQV. FiUVW, Whe US gRYeUQPeQW ZaV aOUead\ SUeSaUiQg WR baQ SV\chedeOicV 
befRUe Whe PRUaO SaQic begaQ. SecRQd, Whe SURceVV Rf cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV WRR VORZ aQd deOibeUaWiYe 
WR be Whe UeVXOW Rf PRUaO SaQic. FiQaOO\, UaWheU WhaQ OeadiQg Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO cRPPXQiW\ WR baQ 
SV\chedeOicV, Whe US WRRN a UeOaWiYeO\ PRdeUaWe SRViWiRQ iQ UN deOibeUaWiRQV. E[SOaiQiQg Zh\ 
RWheU cRXQWUieV ZeUe eYeQ PRUe YehePeQWO\ RSSRVed WR SV\chedeOicV WhaQ Whe US iV OaUgeO\ be\RQd 
Whe VcRSe Rf WhiV WheViV (Vee ³MeWhRdV: SeOecWiRQ BiaV aQd GeQeUaOi]abiOiW\´). HRZeYeU, Whe Qe[W 
VecWiRQ ZiOO deYeORS aQ aOWeUQaWiYe WheRU\ WR e[SOaiQ Zh\ SV\chedeOicV ZeUe cUiPiQaOi]ed iQ Whe 
US. IW iV SRVVibOe WhaW WhiV WheRU\ aSSOieV WR RWheU QaWiRQV aV ZeOO. 

6. AN ALTERNATIVE THEORY OF CRIMINALIZATION 

HaYiQg e[aPiQed Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV aQd fRXQd iW iQVXfficieQW WR e[SOaiQ Whe 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV, WhiV WheViV ZiOO cRQcOXde ZiWh aQ aOWeUQaWiYe WheRU\. ThiV WheRU\, 
OiNe Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV, iV cRQVWUXcWiRQiVW, SRViWiQg WhaW SV\chedeOic XVe ZaV deYiaQWi]ed 
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dXe WR VRciaOO\ cRQVWUXcWed QRWiRQV Rf PRUaOiW\, UaWheU WhaQ RbMecWiYe UiVNV. AV SUeYiRXVO\ 
diVcXVVed, WheUe ZaV a SUee[iVWiQg PRUaO aYeUViRQ WR dUXg XVe iQ Whe APeUicaQ cXOWXUaO 
cRQVciRXVQeVV, daWiQg bacN WR PURhibiWiRQ-eUa PRUaO cUXVadeUV (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ: 
E[SaQdiQg CUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ´). IQ WhiV PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, RbMecWiYe UiVN iV OeVV iPSRUWaQW WhaQ 
PedicaO SRWeQWiaO fRU deWeUPiQiQg a dUXg¶V OegaO VWaWXV. B\ Whe eaUO\ 1960V, Whe PaiQVWUeaP 
SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\ had cRQcOXded WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe QRW VXiWabOe fRU PedicaO XVe. VieZed 
WhURXgh Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO OeQV, OaZPaNeUV VaZ WhiV aORQe aV VXfficieQW UeaVRQ WR cUiPiQaOi]e 
WheP.   

6.1. THE DISENCHANMENT OF THE PSYCHIATRIC COMMUNITY 

BaVed RQ Whe SXbOiVhed eYideQce aYaiOabOe iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V, SV\chedeOicV aSSeaUed WR be TXiWe 
Vafe aQd PedicaOO\ SURPiViQg (Vee ³WaV TheUe a MRUaO PaQic?´). YeW, aW Whe WiPe, PRVW 
SV\chiaWUiVWV ZeUe XQcRQYiQced b\ Whe bRd\ Rf PedicaO UeVeaUch. IQ Whe eaUO\ WR Pid-1960V, Whe 
SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\ caPe WR OaUgeO\ UeMecW SV\chedeOicV aV a SRWeQWiaO WUeaWPeQW. ThiV ZaV iQ 
SaUW dXe WR OegiWiPaWe cRQceUQV abRXW WheiU VafeW\, VSXUUed b\ Whe eaUO\ aVVRciaWiRQ Rf Whe dUXgV 
ZiWh PiOiWaU\ aQd iQWeOOigeQce RSeUaWiRQV, aQecdRWaO UeSRUWV Rf adYeUVe UeacWiRQV, aQd feaUV Rf 
geQeWic daPage. IW aOVR UefOecWV Whe SURfeVViRQaO biaVeV Rf PaQ\ SV\chiaWUiVWV, fRU ZhRP aOWeUed 
VWaWeV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV ZeUe aVVRciaWed ZiWh PeQWaO iOOQeVV aQd d\VfXQcWiRQ UaWheU WhaQ heaOiQg. 

6.1.1. SAFETY CONCERNS 

The SUiPaU\ UeaVRQ WhaW PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV WXUQed agaiQVW SV\chedeOicV ZaV Whe SeUceSWiRQ 
WhaW Whe\ ZeUe daQgeURXV. AW Whe 1966 SeQaWe heaUiQgV, fRUPeU diUecWRU Rf Whe NIMH DU. YROOeV 
UePaUNed WhaW XViQg WheP ZaV OiNe ³SOa\iQg chePicaO RXVViaQ URXOeWWe´ (NIH 1966, 38). AOWhRXgh 
iW ZaV haUd WR deQ\ WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe UePaUNabO\ QRQ-WR[ic, RWheU cRQceUQV ZeUe QRW VR eaViO\ 
diVPiVVed. Chief aPRQg WheP ZaV Whe QRWiRQ WhaW, aV DU. KeiWh DiWPaQ aUgXed aW Whe 1967 NIMH 
CRQfeUeQce, SV\chedeOicV ZeUe ³ps\chologicall\ WR[ic´ (Me\eU 1967, 27). The WheRU\ WhaW 
SV\chedeOicV RfWeQ WUiggeU SV\chRViV, aOWhRXgh OaUgeO\ iQcRUUecW, gaiQed WUacWiRQ aV UecUeaWiRQaO 
XVeUV begaQ VhRZiQg XS iQ ePeUgeQc\ URRPV iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V. TheVe feaUV ZeUe cRPSRXQded b\ 
UeVeaUch iQ Whe OaWe 1960V Zhich VeePed WR OiQN LSD WR geQeWic daPage.  

PV\chedeOicV ZeUe, WR VRPe e[WeQW, VeW XS fRU faiOXUe b\ WheiU eaUO\ aVVRciaWiRQ ZiWh Whe PiOiWaU\ 
aQd CIA. ThURXgh WheiU e[SeUiPeQWV, Whe CIA cRQcOXded WhaW LSD ZaV ³e[WUePeO\ daQgeURXV,´ aV 
iW iQdXced SV\chRViV aQd WeUURU (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 85). The\ SXVhed WhiV QaUUaWiYe UeOeQWOeVVO\ 
RQ Whe SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\, iQcOXdiQg aW Whe fiUVW iQWeUQaWiRQaO cRQfeUeQce RQ SV\chedeOicV iQ 
1959, Zhich ZaV chaiUed b\ a CIA aQd AUP\ cRQVXOWaQW, DU. PaXO HRch (68-70). IW iV QRW VXUSUiViQg 
WhaW Whe CIA aQd AUP\ RbVeUYed high UaWeV Rf adYeUVe SV\chRORgicaO UeacWiRQV. The effecWV Rf 
SV\chedeOicV, XQOiNe PRVW dUXgV, aUe highO\ deSeQdeQW RQ Whe eQYiURQPeQW, PiQdVeW, aQd 
e[SecWaWiRQV Rf Whe XVeU (BXQce 1979; Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 200). TaNiQg a SV\chedeOic dUXg, Va\ 
Lee aQd ShOaiQ, ³UeiQfRUceV aQd PagQifieV ZhaWeYeU iV aOUead\ iQ [Whe XVeU¶V] head´ (1985, 231). 
ThiV iV Zh\ hiSSieV²iQfOXeQced b\ HX[Oe\¶V Doors of Perception, TiP LeaU\¶V P\VWiciVP, aQd 
RWheU gORZiQg UeSRUWV²WeQded WR haYe SRViWiYe, eQOighWeQiQg e[SeUieQceV ZiWh Whe dUXgV (BecNeU 
1967). B\ cRQWUaVW, QRQ-cRQVeQWiQg CIA WeVW VXbMecWV, ZhR XQdeUZeQW bUXWaO iQWeUURgaWiRQ 
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PeWhRdV aQd ZeUe WROd Whe\ ZeUe gRiQg iQVaQe, SUedicWabO\ e[SeUieQced SaQic aQd WePSRUaU\ 
SV\chRViV (Vee ³HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd: PV\chRchePicaO WaUfaUe´) (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 69-70).  

The CIA¶V iQiWiaO UeSRUWV Rf SV\chedeOic-iQdXced SV\chRViV ZeUe VeePiQgO\ cRUURbRUaWed iQ Whe 
eaUO\ 1960V, aV ePeUgeQc\ URRPV VaZ aQ iQfOX[ Rf SaQicNed, aSSaUeQWO\ SV\chRWic SaWieQWV XQdeU 
Whe iQfOXeQce Rf SV\chedeOicV (PROOaQ 2018, 209). B\ 1967, a dRcWRU fURP BeOOeYXe HRVSiWaO iQ NeZ 
YRUN UeSRUWed adPiWWiQg abRXW WZR SaWieQWV SeU ZeeN ³fRU ZhRP Ze feeO WhaW Whe LSD e[SeUieQce 
SOa\ed, aW Whe YeU\ OeaVW, a SUeciSiWaWiQg UROe iQ Whe adPiVViRQ´ (Me\eU 1967, 21). Of cRXUVe, iW had 
aOUead\ beeQ eVWabOiVhed b\ CRheQ iQ 1960 WhaW WUXe SV\chRWic UeacWiRQV WR SV\chedeOicV aUe YeU\ 
UaUe (35-36). BXW WR PaQ\ SUacWiciQg dRcWRUV, iW aSSeaUed WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe WUiggeUiQg 
SV\chRWic bUeaNV OefW aQd UighW. HRZ caQ Whe diVcRQQecW beWZeeQ Whe RbMecWiYe UeVeaUch aQd 
PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV¶ aQecdRWaO e[SeUieQce be e[SOaiQed? 

SRPe Rf WheVe ePeUgeQc\ URRP caVeV Pa\ haYe beeQ OegiWiPaWe SV\chRWic UeacWiRQV; iW iV VWiOO 
QRW cOeaU ZheWheU SV\chedeOicV caQ acWXaOO\ caXVe SV\chRViV. HRZeYeU, cXUUeQW UeVeaUch VXggeVWV 
Whe\ dR QRW²a UeceQW VWXd\ Rf 130,000 US adXOWV ³faiOed WR fiQd eYideQce WhaW SV\chedeOic XVe iV 
aQ iQdeSeQdeQW UiVN facWRU fRU PeQWaO heaOWh SURbOePV´ (JRhaQVeQ aQd KUebV 2015). If Whe UiVN Rf 
SV\chedeOic-iQdXced SV\chRViV e[iVWV aW aOO, iW iV PiQiVcXOe, affecWiQg VRPeZheUe aURXQd 0.2% Rf 
XVeUV, cRPSaUabOe WR RWheU SV\chiaWUic PedicaWiRQV (CRheQ 1960, 35-36; KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 139; 
SWeYeQV 1987, 173). AddiWiRQaOO\, WhRVe XVeUV ZhR e[SeUieQce SV\chRWic UeacWiRQV Pa\ haYe aOUead\ 
beeQ SUediVSRVed WR SV\chRViV, dXe WR XQdiagQRVed XQdeUO\iQg cRQdiWiRQV OiNe Vchi]RShUeQia 
(AQaVWaVRSRXORV aQd PhRWiadeV 1962; KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 139).  MRVW OiNeO\, Whe RYeUZheOPiQg 
PaMRUiW\ Rf Whe SaWieQWV adPiWWed fRU VXSSRVed SV\chedeOic-iQdXced SV\chRViV iQ Whe 1960V ZeUe 
PeUeO\ haYiQg ³bad WUiSV,´ (Vee gORVVaU\) aQd e[SeUieQced QR OaVWiQg QegaWiYe effecWV RQce Whe dUXg 
ZRUe Rff (PROOaQ 2018, 209-210).  

The SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\¶V cRQceUQV abRXW SV\chedeOic-iQdXced SV\chRViV Pa\ haYe 
VWePPed iQ SaUW fURP Whe SRVW-hRc faOOac\²Whe WeQdeQc\ WR aVVXPe WhaW, becaXVe eYeQW Y fROORZed 
eYeQW X, X caXVed Y. PV\chedeOicV ZeUe e[ciWiQg aQd QeZ, aQd Whe SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce ZaV 
iQWeQVe, VR XVeUV aQd PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV aOiNe ZeUe TXicN WR dXbiRXVO\ aWWUibXWe aQ\ VXbVeTXeQW 
chaQgeV iQ Whe XVeU¶V VWaWe WR Whe dUXg. SidQe\ CRheQ RbVeUYeV WhiV effecW iQ hiV OaQdPaUN 1960 
PeWa-aQaO\ViV. He deVcUibeV SaWieQWV cRPSOaiQiQg WhaW WheiU VeVViRQV Rf LSD WheUaS\ had caXVed 
Vide effecWV UaQgiQg fURP PigUaiQeV WR iQfOXeQ]a WR SaUaSOegia. HRZeYeU, ³iW VR haSSeQed WhaW 
WheVe SeRSOe ZeUe aOO iQ Whe cRQWURO gURXS aQd had UeceiYed QRWhiQg bXW WaS ZaWeU´ (38).  

E[aPSOeV Rf Whe SRVW-hRc faOOac\ SeUPeaWe Whe PiQXWeV Rf Whe 1967 NIMH cRQfeUeQce RQ 
SV\chedeOicV. OQe Rf Whe PRUe RbVeUYaQW dRcWRUV QRWed WhaW, XSRQ e[aPiQaWiRQ, PaQ\ RVWeQVibOe 
acid caVXaOWieV ³WXUQ RXW WR be SeRSOe ZiWh SURbOePV WhaW haYe e[iVWed SUiRU WR LSD iQgeVWiRQ, bXW 
LSD becRPeV Whe diagQRViV RU Whe e[cXVe´ (Me\eU 1967, 31). IQdeed, PaQ\ RWheUV aW Whe 
cRQfeUeQce ZeUe eageU WR dUaZ geQeUaO, caXVaO cRQcOXViRQV fURP YeU\ OiPiWed eYideQce, VXch aV 
caVe VWXdieV aQd aQecdRWeV, aQd WR RYeUORRN cRQfRXQdiQg facWRUV. FRU e[aPSOe, RQe dRcWRU 
UefeUeQced a SaWieQW he WUeaWed fRU Vchi]RShUeQia, VXSSRVedO\ ³SUeciSiWaWed b\ LSD´²QeYeU PiQd 
WhaW Whe SaWieQW had aOUead\ VXffeUed fURP RccaViRQaO SV\chRWic eSiVRdeV befRUe eYeU WRXchiQg 
SV\chedeOicV (13). FaXOW\ iQfeUeQceV OiNe WhiV RQe Pa\ SaUWiaOO\ e[SOaiQ Zh\ VR PaQ\ e[SeUWV 
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beOieYed SV\chedeOicV RfWeQ iQdXced SV\chRWic UeacWiRQV. ThiV beOief diVVXaded PRVW UeVSecWabOe 
SV\chiaWUiVWV fURP SUeVcUibiQg RU UeVeaUchiQg SV\chedeOicV (PROOaQ 2018, 209). 

CRQceUQV abRXW Whe VafeW\ Rf SV\chedeOic dUXgV ZeUe cRPSRXQded iQ 1967, ZheQ a SaSeU iQ 
Science UeSRUWed WhaW, iQ a WeVW WXbe, e[SRVXUe WR LSD daPaged chURPRVRPeV (Siff 2015, 155). 
CRPiQg ZheQ iW did, aW Whe heighW Rf Whe SV\chedeOic-UeOaWed PRUaO SaQic, Whe Pedia TXicNO\ Vei]ed 
RQ WhiV diVcRYeU\ (BOaNeVOee 1970). ³If \RX WaNe LSD eYeQ RQce,´ ZaUQed Whe Saturda\ Evening 
Post, ³\RXU chiOdUeQ Pa\ be bRUQ PaOfRUPed´ (Siff 2015, 156). TheVe cRQcOXViRQV ZeUe cOeaUO\ 
RYeUVWaWed; fRU RQe WhiQg, chURPRVRPe bUeaNageV dR QRW QeceVVaUiO\ caXVe biUWh defecWV, aQd WheUe 
ZeUe QR e[aPSOeV Rf LSD-daPaged iQfaQWV (GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009, 204; Siff 2015, 156-
157). IQdeed, aW Whe 1967 NIMH cRQfeUeQce, ZheUe Whe chURPRVRPe iVVXe ZaV diVcXVVed 
e[WeQViYeO\, VeYeUaO dRcWRUV RbVeUYed WhaW aPRQg IQdigeQRXV WUibeV aQd hiSSie cRPPXQiWieV ZhR 
XVed SV\chedeOicV e[WeQViYeO\, WheUe ZeUe QR PRUe biUWh defecWV WhaQ QRUPaO (Me\eU 1967, 2-4, 
50). AddiWiRQaOO\, aW high cRQceQWUaWiRQV iQ a WeVW WXbe, PaQ\ beQigQ VXbVWaQceV, VXch aV caffeiQe, 
caQ aOVR daPage chURPRVRPeV. ThaW dReV QRW PeaQ Whe\ dR VR iQ OiYiQg hXPaQV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 
1985, 154-155). ³FRU Whe daWa WhaW Ze haYe iQ Whe in vivo VWXd\,´ Vaid DU. ChaUOeV ShagaVV aW Whe 
NIMH cRQfeUeQce, ³Whe UeVXOWV VXggeVW WhaW QRW PXch iV haSSeQiQg. The facW WhaW in vitro aQd in 
vivo daWa aUe YeU\ diffeUeQW VRPeWiPeV iV bRUQe RXW b\ WhiV diVcXVViRQ´ (Me\eU 1967, 46-47). 

WiWhiQ a feZ \eaUV, Whe chURPRVRPe P\Wh ZaV cRQcOXViYeO\ debXQNed. A 1970 aUWicOe iQ Whe 
Journal of the American Medical Association UeSRUWed WhaW, in vivo, ³QR diffeUeQce ZaV fRXQd iQ 
Whe UaWe Rf chURPRVRPaO abeUUaWiRQV befRUe aQd afWeU adPiQiVWUaWiRQ Rf LSD´ (PahQNe eW aO. 1970, 
1862). A \eaU OaWeU, Science SXbOiVhed a QeZ PeWa-aQaO\ViV RQ Whe VXbMecW, WhiV WiPe cRQcOXdiQg 
WhaW ³SXUe LSD iQgeVWed iQ PRdeUaWe dRVageV dReV QRW SURdXce chURPRVRPe daPage´ (Siff 2015, 
158). AV aQ iQWeUeVWiQg aVide, Whe US AUP\ aQd CIA ZeUe aOUead\ aZaUe Rf WhiV, haYiQg 
XQVXcceVVfXOO\ aWWePSWed WR UeSOicaWe Whe chURPRVRPe VWXdieV. The\ Pade QR effRUW, Rf cRXUVe, WR 
VhaUe WheVe UeVXOWV ZiWh Whe VcieQWific cRPPXQiW\ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 2985, 154-155)   

The Pedia, Zhich had VR eQWhXViaVWicaOO\ UeSRUWed RQ Whe SRVVibiOiW\ WhaW LSD caXVed geQeWic 
daPage, Said OiWWOe aWWeQWiRQ WR Whe QeZ fiQdiQg WhaW iW did QRW (GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009, 204; 
PROOaQ 2018, 209). ³AW Whe WiPe,´ GRRde e[SOaiQV, ³LSD SaWhRORg\ ZaV QeZV; QRQ-SaWhRORg\ ZaV 
QRW´ (GRRde 2008, 539). NRW WhaW iW PaWWeUed²b\ 1970, SV\chedeOicV ZeUe aOUead\ cUiPiQaOi]ed. 
CRQceUQ RYeU geQeWic daPage SOa\ed a VigQificaQW UROe. IQ a 1967 FDA SaSeU, bURNeQ chURPRVRPeV 
ZeUe RQe Rf Whe SUiPaU\ MXVWificaWiRQV fRU gRYeUQPeQW cRQWURO Rf LSD (SPiWh 1967, 13). AW Whe 
SUeciVe WiPe WhaW cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ, Whe chURPRVRPe VWXdieV SURYided 
PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV aQd SROic\PaNeUV ZiWh fXUWheU caXVe WR VXVSecW WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe 
daQgeURXV. 

6.1.2. PROFESSIONAL PREJUDICE, LEGAL OBSTACLES, AND UNSAVORY ASSOCIATIONS 

UQdRXbWedO\, Whe VSecWeUV Rf SV\chRViV aQd geQeWic daPage gaYe PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV iQ Whe 
1960V YaOid caXVe fRU cRQceUQ abRXW SV\chedeOicV. HRZeYeU, fRU PaQ\ dRcWRUV, WheVe cRQceUQV 
PaiQO\ VeUYed WR cRQfiUP WheiU SUecRQceSWiRQV abRXW Whe dUXgV. PV\chedeOicV WhePVeOYeV, aQd Whe 
Za\V Whe\ ZeUe cRPPRQO\ XVed iQ WheUaS\, ZeUe fXQdaPeQWaOO\ iQcRPSaWibOe ZiWh Whe SaUadigPV 
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Rf Pid-WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ SV\chiaWU\. TheiU effecWV ZeUe XQSUedicWabOe aQd difficXOW WR WeVW, a 
SURbOeP VigQificaQWO\ cRPSRXQded b\ OegaO baUUieUV eVWabOiVhed b\ Whe FDA iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V. 
MRUeRYeU, Whe feZ effecWV WhaW ZeUe cRQViVWeQW²haOOXciQaWiRQV, egR diVVROXWiRQ, ePRWiRQaO 
YROaWiOiW\²ZeUe cRQVideUed V\PSWRPV Rf PeQWaO iOOQeVV. The dUXgV¶ dXbiRXV UeSXWaWiRQ ZaV 
e[aceUbaWed b\ WheiU aVVRciaWiRQ ZiWh PaYeUicN dRcWRUV aQd VcieQWiVWV, ZhR UaQged fURP 
XQcRQYeQWiRQaO WR dRZQUighW RXWOaQdiVh. CRQVeTXeQWO\, deVSiWe \eaUV Rf eYideQce VXggeVWiQg WhaW 
SV\chedeOicV ZeUe PedicaOO\ XVefXO, PRVW e[SeUWV ZeUe XQcRQYiQced. 

OQe Rf Whe facWRUV Zhich Pade iW difficXOW WR acceSW Whe PedicaO SRWeQWiaO Rf SV\chedeOicV ZaV 
WheiU aSSaUeQW XQUeOiabiOiW\. AOWhRXgh SV\chedeOicV ZeUe WeVWed e[WeQViYeO\ iQ Whe 1950V, Whe 
UeVXOWV ZeUe fUXVWUaWiQgO\ iQcRQViVWeQW. OQe VWXd\ UeSRUWed WhaW ZheQ a hXQdUed SaiQWeUV ZeUe 
dRVed ZiWh LSD, aOO Rf WheP UeSRUWed a bRRVW WR cUeaWiYiW\. YeW, RWheU VWXdieV cOaiPed WhaW LSD 
iPSaiUed PeQWaO fXQcWiRQiQg (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 61-62). AW Whe 1959 iQWeUQaWiRQaO cRQfeUeQce 
RQ LSD, PaQ\ SaUWiciSaQWV UeSRUWed VXcceVV WUeaWiQg YaUiRXV PeQWaO iOOQeVVeV ZiWh LSD. OWheUV, 
VXch aV Whe CIA-affiOiaWed chaiU DU. PaXO HRch, VaZ QR VXch iPSURYePeQWV, aQd RbVeUYed WhaW ³QR 
SaWieQW aVNV fRU [LSD] agaiQ´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 69). AW Whe 1967 NIMH CRQfeUeQce, RQe dRcWRU 
e[aVSeUaWedO\ UePaUNed, ³I dRXbW WhaW Ze ZRXOd fiQd PXch, if aQ\WhiQg, WhaW Ze heUe caQ aOO agUee 
XSRQ cRQceUQiQg Whe LSD ViWXaWiRQ´ (Me\eU 1967, 5). TheVe diVcUeSaQcieV caQ be SaUWiaOO\ 
e[SOaiQed b\ Whe iQfOXeQce Rf VeWWiQg aQd PiQdVeW RQ Whe e[SeUieQce (Vee SUeYiRXV VXbVecWiRQ). 
PV\chiaWUiVWV ZhR VXcceVVfXOO\ WUeaWed WheiU SaWieQWV ZiWh SV\chedeOicV, VXch aV DU. HXPShUe\ 
OVPRQd, WRRN SaiQV WR cUeaWe a ZeOcRPiQg, UeOa[ed eQYiURQPeQW, aQd Pade VXUe WheiU SaWieQWV 
NQeZ ZhaW WR e[SecW befRUe adPiQiVWeUiQg Whe dUXgV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 56-59).  

NRW RQO\ did Whe\ aSSeaU Ye[iQgO\ iQcRQViVWeQW, bXW iW ZaV e[WUePeO\ difficXOW WR deVigQ UigRURXV 
PedicaO e[SeUiPeQWV ZiWh SV\chedeOicV. AOWhRXgh PaQ\ SaWieQWV UeSRUWed SheQRPeQaO UeVXOWV 
fURP DU. OVPRQd¶V VW\Oe Rf SV\chedeOic WheUaS\, PaiQVWUeaP SV\chiaWUiVWV ZeUe VNeSWicaO. 
OVPRQd¶V PeWhRd, aQd SV\chedeOicV iQ geQeUaO, ZeUe QRW eaViO\ WeVWed b\ dRXbOe-bOiQd e[SeUiPeQW 
(PROOaQ 2018, 208; RicheUW 2019, 83-84). Of cRXUVe, UeVeaUcheUV cRXOd WU\²WheUe aUe VeYeUaO 
SXbOiVhed VWXdieV RQ SV\chedeOicV fURP Whe 1960V Zhich SXUSRUW WR be dRXbOe-bOiQd (BOacNeU eW aO. 
1968, 342; SWeYeQV 1987, 168-169). BXW geQeUaOO\, Whe iQWeQViW\ Rf Whe SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce Pade 
iW TXiWe cOeaU ZhR had UeceiYed Whe UeaO dUXg, eVSeciaOO\ ZiWh Whe high dRVeV XVed b\ OVPRQd aQd 
hiV diVciSOeV. If a SaWieQW, aQ hRXU RU VR afWeU iQgeVWiRQ, begaQ e[SeUieQciQg YiYid haOOXciQaWiRQV, 
Whe\ cRXOd be UeaVRQabO\ VXUe Whe\ ZeUe QRW iQ Whe cRQWURO gURXS. The UeVeaUcheUV, fRU WheiU SaUW, 
XVXaOO\ fRXQd iW UaWheU RbYiRXV Zhich Rf WheiU SaUWiciSaQWV ZeUe giYeQ Whe UeaO WhiQg; PRVW adXOWV 
dR QRW VSRQWaQeRXVO\ e[hibiW YiVibOe ecVWaV\, aZe, RU WeUURU afWeU cRQVXPiQg VXgaU SiOOV. 

The iPSUacWicaOiW\ Rf WeVWiQg SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe VaPe PaQQeU aV RWheU e[SeUiPeQWaO 
WUeaWPeQWV becaPe a PaMRU SURbOeP iQ 1962, ZiWh Whe QeZ FDA UeVWUicWiRQV RQ ShaUPaceXWicaO 
WeVWiQg. AQ\ UeVeaUcheU RU SV\chiaWUiVW hRSiQg WR WeVW e[SeUiPeQWaO PedicaWiRQ QRZ UeTXiUed FDA 
aSSURYaO (BeORXiQ aQd HeQQiQgfieOd 2018, 9). SiQce SV\chedeOic e[SeUiPeQWV cRXOd QRW PeeW Whe 
³gROd VWaQdaUd´ Rf dRXbOe-bOiQd WeVWiQg, Whe\ ZeUe UaUeO\ aSSURYed. BUiaQ RRVbRURXgh, a OegaO 
VchROaU, cRPSOaiQed iQ 1966 WhaW ³LSD iV haYiQg WR beaU Whe bUXQW Rf PXVhURRPiQg cRQWUROV ZhiOe 
WU\iQg WR SURYe iWVeOf´ (319). AV a UeVXOW Rf WheVe UeVWUicWiRQV, Va\ Lee aQd ShOaiQ, ³VRPe Rf Whe PRVW 
diVWiQgXiVhed aQd e[SeUieQced iQYeVWigaWRUV ZeUe fRUced WR abaQdRQ WheiU ZRUN aQd Whe cRQdiWiRQV 
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WhaW PighW haYe dePRQVWUaWed LSD¶V WheUaSeXWic SRWeQWiaO YiUWXaOO\ ceaVed WR e[iVW´ (1985, 90-91). 
The PedicaO cRPPXQiW\ had WR baVe WheiU RSiQiRQV Rff Whe OiPiWed UeVeaUch WhaW had beeQ dRQe 
SUiRU WR 1962, PRVW Rf Zhich ZaV QRW adeTXaWeO\ cRQWUROOed. 

TheVe iVVXeV ZiWh WeVWiQg SURWRcROV aQd UegXOaWiRQV Pa\ VeeP SedaQWic, bXW WheiU iPSacW RQ Whe 
SROiWicaO SURceVV caQQRW be RYeUVWaWed. AV ZiOO be diVcXVVed iQ Whe Qe[W VXbVecWiRQ, Whe deciViRQ WR 
cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV VR VeYeUeO\ ZaV OaUgeO\ baVed iQ Whe SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\¶V UeOXcWaQce 
WR ePbUace WheP aV PediciQe. ThiV UeOXcWaQce VWePPed fURP aQ aYeUViRQ WR aQ\ VXbVWaQce WhaW 
cRXOd QRW PeeW Whe VWaQdaUd Rf dRXbOe-bOiQd WeVWiQg. BXW Whe baUUieUV iPSRVed b\ FDA UegXOaWiRQ 
aQd Whe iQWUiQVic QaWXUe Rf Whe dUXgV Pade iW YeU\ difficXOW fRU SV\chedeOicV WR PeeW WhaW VWaQdaUd. 
IW iV QRW VXUSUiViQg, WheQ, WhaW PRVW e[SeUWV ZeUe VNeSWicaO Rf Whe QeaU PiUacXORXV UeVXOWV cOaiPed 
b\ SV\chedeOic WheUaSiVWV. 

NRW RQO\ ZeUe Whe effecWV Rf SV\chedeOicV iQcRQViVWeQW aQd difficXOW WR WeVW, bXW Whe\ ZeUe aOVR 
cRPPRQO\ aVVRciaWed ZiWh PeQWaO iOOQeVV. WheQ SV\chedeOicV ZeUe fiUVW iQWURdXced WR WeVWeUQ 
PediciQe, Whe\ ZeUe geQeUaOO\ aVVXPed WR SURdXce a ³PRdeO SV\chRViV´ Rf VRUWV (Vee ³HiVWRUicaO 
BacNgURXQd: The PeaN´). LaWeU UeVeaUch b\ DU. OVPRQd aQd RWheUV dePRQVWUaWed WhaW 
SV\chedeOic-iQdXced haOOXciQaWiRQV aUe TXiWe diffeUeQW fURP WhRVe e[SeUieQced iQ SV\chRViV 
(Me\eU 1967, 28). HRZeYeU, fRU PaQ\ e[SeUWV, WhiV ZaV beVide Whe SRiQW²PaiQVWUeaP SV\chiaWU\ 
WUeaWed aQ\ fRUP Rf haOOXciQaWiRQ RU aW\SicaO SeUceSWiRQ aV SaWhRORgicaO. (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 
68). MRgaU¶V 1965 PeWa-aQaO\ViV Rf SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch deVcUibeV ³WUadiWiRQaO VcieQWific aQd 
cXOWXUaO UeViVWaQceV WR VXch SheQRPeQa aV SVXedR-haOOXciQaWiRQV [Vic], h\SQRgRgic aQd dUeaP 
iPageV, e[WUaVeQVRU\ SeUceSWiRQ, aQd h\SQRViV . . . each Rf WheVe . . . haYe WUadiWiRQaOO\ beeQ 
aVVRciaWed ZiWh Whe QegaWiYe, bi]aUUe, aQd abQRUPaO´ (149-150). CRQVeTXeQWO\, PaQ\ SV\chiaWUiVWV 
fRXQd iW abVXUd WhaW SV\chedeOicV PighW VXcceVVfXOO\ WUeaW PeQWaO iOOQeVV²hRZ cRXOd Whe\ ZheQ 
Whe\ aSSeaUed WR WePSRUaUiO\ iQdXce iW? TheVe SeUceSWiRQV aOVR UeiQfRUced Whe cRQceUQV RYeU 
SV\chRViV. SiQce Whe effecWV Rf SV\chedeOicV aW OeaVW VXSeUficiaOO\ UeVePbOed SV\chRViV, iW VeePed 
TXiWe UeaVRQabOe WhaW a SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce cRXOd WUiggeU a SV\chRWic bUeaN. 

EYeQ PRUe SURbOePaWic WhaQ Whe dUXgV WhePVeOYeV, hRZeYeU, ZeUe Whe UeVeaUcheUV aQd 
WheUaSiVWV ZhR adYRcaWed fRU WheP. PV\chedeOicV ZeUe geQeUaOO\ Whe dRPaiQ Rf \RXQgeU 
SV\chiaWUiVWV, UeceQWO\ gUadXaWed aQd eageU WR PaNe a QaPe fRU WhePVeOYeV ZiWh WhiV UadicaO QeZ 
WechQiTXe. TheVe QeZ WheUaSiVWV¶ diVUegaUd fRU eVWabOiVhed SV\chiaWUic QRUPV, accRPSaQied b\ 
UeVXOWV WhaW VeePed WRR gRRd WR be WUXe, iQYiWed VXVSiciRQ (SWeYeQV 1987, 176-178). Lee aQd ShOaiQ 
(1985) aUgXe WhaW, OiNe GaOiOeR, Whe SV\chedeOic WheUaSiVWV ZeUe cRQdePQed b\ Whe ROd gXaUd fRU 
daUiQg WR chaOOeQge Whe dRPiQaQW SaUadigP Rf WheiU fieOd. The\ ZeUe bUaQded aV ecceQWUic aQd 
PiVgXided, if QRW dUXg-addOed chaUOaWaQV (68).  The SUeVideQW Rf Whe APeUicaQ MedicaO 
AVVRciaWiRQ VcaWhiQgO\ UePaUNed WhaW ³iW ZaV iPSRVVibOe WR fiQd aQ iQYeVWigaWRU ZiOOiQg WR ZRUN 
ZiWh LSD-25 ZhR ZaV QRW hiPVeOf aQ µaddicW¶´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 91).  

The PRVW iQfOXeQWiaO XSVWaUW Rf aOO ZaV TiPRWh\ LeaU\ (Vee ³HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd: The PeaN´). 
AccRUdiQg WR a 1966 accRXQW, ³Whe QRWRUieW\ Rf LSD . . . daWeV bacN RQO\ a feZ \eaUV, SURbabO\ 
VSecificaOO\ WR 1963 ZheQ TiPRWh\ LeaU\, a SV\chRORgiVW aW HaUYaUd aQd aQ aSRVWOe Rf LSD, ZaV 
dURSSed fURP Whe facXOW\´ (WaOVh 1966, 1729). AV a QaWiRQaO ceOebUiW\ aQd iPSaVViRQed adYRcaWe 
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fRU Whe SV\chiaWUic, UecUeaWiRQaO, aQd VSiUiWXaO XVe Rf SV\chedeOicV, LeaU\ cRQWUibXWed PRUe WhaQ 
aQ\RQe WR WheiU SRSXOaUiW\ aPRQg Whe APeUicaQ SXbOic (BeORXiQ aQd HeQQiQgfieOd 2018, 9; PROOaQ 
2018, 185). HRZeYeU, he aOVR cRQWUibXWed PRUe WhaQ aQ\RQe WR SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch¶V bad QaPe. 
He VhaUed Whe dUXgV fUeeO\ ZiWh VWXdeQWV, aQd RfWeQ XVed WheP hiPVeOf ZhiOe cRQdXcWiQg hiV 
UeVeaUch (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 88). The ³e[SeUiPeQWV´ cRQdXcWed b\ Whe HaUYaUd PViORc\biQ 
PURMecW UaQged fURP SV\chedeOic-fXeOed BibOe UeadiQgV WR aQcieQW HiQdX ³Ve[ UiWXaOV´ (MiOeV 2005, 
68). AfWeU beiQg diVPiVVed, LeaU\ YeQRPRXVO\ UePaUNed WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe ³PRUe iPSRUWaQW 
WhaQ HaUYaUd´ (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 88). He dRQQed ZhiWe URbeV, dXbbed hiPVeOf Whe ³High 
PUieVW´ Rf LSD, aQd fRXQded ZhaW aPRXQWed WR a SV\chedeOic SaUW\ PaQViRQ iQ XSVWaWe NeZ YRUN 
(96-102). TR PRVW RXWVide RbVeUYeUV, iW aSSeaUed WhaW SV\chedeOicV had UedXced a fRUPeUO\ 
UeVSecWabOe HaUYaUd SURfeVVRU WR a VSiUiWXaO, hedRQiVWic TXacN. 

ThaQNV WR Whe aQWicV Rf RYeUeQWhXViaVWic eYaQgeOiVWV OiNe TiP LeaU\, SV\chedeOic UeVeaUch WRRN 
RQ a YeQeeU Rf P\VWiciVP aQd VXbMecWiYiW\. ThiV SeUceSWiRQ ZaV PagQified b\ Whe difficXOW\ Rf 
gaWheUiQg high TXaOiW\ daWa RQ SV\chedeOicV, aV ZeOO aV WheiU iQheUeQW XQSUedicWabiOiW\. IW iV 
WheUefRUe XQdeUVWaQdabOe Zh\ PaQ\ dRcWRUV beOieYed WhaW ³Whe ZRUdV LSD aQd VcieQWific 
RbMecWiYiW\ aUe PXWXaOO\ e[cOXViYe,´ aV RQe cRPPeQWed iQ 1967 (Me\eU 1967, 5). AOO Whe UeVeaUch 
WhaW had VXSSRUWed PedicaO SV\chedeOic XVe ZaV QRZ VXVSecW. PROOaQ OaPeQWV WhaW ³iQ Whe Pid-
1960V, aQ eQWiUe bRd\ Rf NQRZOedge ZaV effecWiYeO\ eUaVed fURP Whe [SV\chiaWUic] fieOd, aV if aOO WhaW 
UeVeaUch aQd cOiQicaO e[SeUieQce had QeYeU haSSeQed´ (2018, 142). PV\chedeOicV QRZ VeePed WRR 
UiVN\ aQd XQUeOiabOe fRU PRVW SV\chiaWUiVWV WR UecRPPeQd WheiU PedicaO XVe. TheQ, MXVW aV Whe 
fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW begaQ WR debaWe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, QeZ UeVeaUch ePeUged VXggeVWiQg WhaW 
SV\chedeOicV cRXOd caXVe geQeWic daPage. ThiV cRQfOXeQce Rf facWRUV eQVXUed WhaW, aW Whe cUXciaO 
PRPeQW ZheQ Whe\ ZeUe beiQg aVNed WR WeVWif\, YeU\ feZ e[SeUWV ZeUe cRPfRUWabOe YRXchiQg fRU 
SV\chedeOicV¶ PedicaO SRWeQWiaO. IQ Whe Qe[W VXbVecWiRQ, iW ZiOO becRPe cOeaU WhaW WhiV chiOOiQeVV 
fURP Whe PedicaO cRPPXQiW\ ZaV Whe deciViYe eOePeQW iQ Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV. 

6.2. THE ANTI-DRUG MORAL FRAMEWORK 

US WR WhiV SRiQW, WhiV SaSeU haV cRYeUed a bURad UaQge Rf hiVWRUicaO SURceVVeV WhaW cRQWUibXWed 
WR Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV. The OiWeUaWXUe UeYieZ e[SORUed Whe SaWWeUQ Rf e[SaQdiQg 
dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US. TheQ, Whe MRUaO PaQic VecWiRQ RbVeUYed WhaW WheUe ZaV iQdeed a 
PRUaO SaQic abRXW SV\chedeOicV, bXW iW ZaV QRW Whe caXVe Rf cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. US WR WhiV SRiQW, WhiV 
VecWiRQ haV fRcXVed RQ hRZ Whe APeUicaQ SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\ caPe WR beOieYe WhaW 
SV\chedeOicV ZeUe QRW PedicaOO\ XVefXO. AOO WheVe facWRUV PXVW QRZ be cRQVideUed WRgeWheU. 

The hiVWRU\ Rf dUXg SROic\ iQ Whe US VXggeVWV a PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, VhaUed beWZeeQ PaQ\ 
APeUicaQV, iQ Zhich UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe iV cRQVideUed QRW RQO\ XQZiVe, bXW eYiO. ThiV beOief iV 
MXVWified b\ a UaQge Rf VRciaOO\ cRQVWUXcWed VWeUeRW\SeV abRXW dUXgV aQd dUXg XVeUV²FiVh ZUiWeV 
WhaW ³Whe fieOd Rf dUXg SURhibiWiRQ iV Uife ZiWh Ueified cRQceSWV WhaW haYe Oed WR XQWROd PiVchief´ 
(1998b, 16). ThiV XQdeUO\iQg PRUaO cXUUeQW SURdXceV RccaViRQaO iQVWaQceV Rf dUXg-UeOaWed PRUaO 
SaQic²VRPeWiPeV RUgaQicaOO\, VRPeWiPeV eQgiQeeUed b\ SROiWiciaQV fRU eOecWRUaO adYaQWage. IW 
aOVR eQVXUeV WhaW, SaQic RU QRW, Whe gRYeUQPeQW¶V defaXOW UeVSRQVe WR Whe ePeUgeQce Rf QeZ 
UecUeaWiRQaO dUXgV iV WR cUiPiQaOi]e WheP. The RbMecWiYe UiVNV aVVRciaWed ZiWh Whe dUXg aUe 
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iUUeOeYaQW²Whe degUee Rf cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iV deWeUPiQed QRW b\ daQgeU, bXW b\ PedicaO SRWeQWiaO. 
CRQVeTXeQWO\, iQ Whe Pid-1960V, ZheQ PRVW e[SeUWV VeePed WR agUee WhaW SV\chedeOicV had QR 
PedicaO SRWeQWiaO, US OaZPaNeUV WRRN WhaW aV VXfficieQW MXVWificaWiRQ WR cUiPiQaOi]e WheP aW Whe 
higheVW OeYeO. 

6.2.1. PROTESTANT INFLUENCES: DRUG TAKERS PORTRAYED AS DEVIANTS 

The eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\ VaZ a WXUQiQg SRiQW iQ APeUicaQ cXOWXUaO XQdeUVWaQdiQgV Rf dUXg XVe 
(³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ: DUXgV iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV´). ThaQNV WR Whe effRUWV Rf a haQdfXO Rf iQfOXeQWiaO, 
dedicaWed ³PRUaO cUXVadeUV,´ SXbOic RSiQiRQ begaQ WR cRQdePQ iQWR[icaWiRQ Rf aQ\ VRUW. The 
biggeVW VXcceVV Rf WhiV PRYePeQW ZaV PURhibiWiRQ iQ Whe 1920V²aOWhRXgh WhaW YicWRU\ ZaV VhRUW-
OiYed, ViQce aOcRhRO ZaV ViPSO\ WRR SRSXOaU WR SeUPaQeQWO\ RXWOaZ (LeYiQe aQd ReiQaUPaQ 1998, 
260-261, 268). OWheU VXbVWaQceV, hRZeYeU, ZeUe PXch PRUe eaViO\ dePRQi]ed b\ PRUaO 
cUXVadeUV; UecaOO hRZ NaUcRWicV BXUeaX Chief HaUU\ AQVOiQgeU PaQaged WR WXUQ Whe APeUicaQ 
SXbOic agaiQVW caQQabiV. A ViPiOaU aXUa Rf feaU aQd daQgeU VXUURXQdV aOO QeZ UecUeaWiRQaO dUXgV. 
VaW] aQd WeiQbeUg QRWe WhaW APeUicaQV WeQd WR iQcRUUecWO\ aVVXPe WhaW aOO UecUeaWiRQaO dUXgV aUe 
highO\ daQgeURXV (1998, 65-66). ThiV haV cUeaWed a SaWWeUQ Rf dUXg-UeOaWed PRUaO SaQicV iQ Whe 
US: RSiXP, aOcRhRO, aQd cRcaiQe iQ Whe 1900V; caQQabiV iQ Whe 1930V; SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe 1960V; 
cUacN iQ Whe 1980V, eWc. (GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009, 198). IW VeePV a QeZ VXbVWaQce caQQRW 
ePeUge iQ APeUica ZiWhRXW beiQg VXbMecWed WR PRUaO SaQic aQd cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. HRZeYeU, iW iV 
iPSRUWaQW WR XQdeUVWaQd WhaW WheVe PRUaO SaQicV aUe PeUe V\PSWRPV Rf a bURadeU, PRUe cRQVWaQW 
cXOWXUaO diVSRViWiRQ agaiQVW cRQVciRXVQeVV aOWeUaWiRQ. 

The RUigiQV Rf Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN aUe PXOWi-faceWed. AV diVcXVVed iQ Whe OiWeUaWXUe 
UeYieZ, VchROaUV OiNe MRUgaQ (1981) aUgXe WhaW aQWi-dUXg aWWiWXdeV RUigiQaWed iQ UeVSRQVe WR Whe 
SUeYaOeQce Rf aOcRhRO aQd RSiXP XVe aURXQd Whe WXUQ Rf Whe ceQWXU\. AOcRhRO aQd RSiXP aUe 
addicWiYe, VedaWiQg, aQd diViQhibiWRU\. FRU Whe APeUicaQ SXbOic, iW VeePed UeaVRQabOe WR aVVXPe 
WhaW RWheU, PRUe XQfaPiOiaU dUXgV, VXch aV caQQabiV, ZRXOd haYe ViPiOaU effecWV (62-63). HRZeYeU, 
WhiV dReV QRW e[SOaiQ Whe RUigiQV Rf Whe PRUaO cUXVadeUV ZhR Oed Whe chaUge. 

UOWiPaWeO\, Whe eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\ aQWi-dUXg caPSaigQV ZeUe a SURdXcW Rf APeUicaQ PURWeVWaQW 
cXOWXUe. IQ a SUeYiRXV SaSeU, I e[SORUe WhiV cRQQecWiRQ e[WeQViYeO\ (SSURXO 2019). I cRPSaUe Whe 
caVe Rf Whe US, a SUedRPiQaWeO\ PURWeVWaQW QaWiRQ ZiWh haUVh dUXg OaZV, ZiWh PRUWXgaO, a 
SUedRPiQaWeO\ CaWhROic RQe WhaW haV decUiPiQaOi]ed dUXg XVe QaWiRQZide. AOWhRXgh Whe WZR 
cRXQWUieV VhaUe a ViPiOaU hiVWRU\ Rf dUXg eSidePicV, PURWeVWaQW PRUaO acWiYiVP, I aUgXe, Pade aOO 
Whe diffeUeQce (11-13). PURWeVWaQWV aUe PXch PRUe iQcOiQed WhaQ CaWhROicV WR SXUVXe RUgaQi]ed 
³WePSeUaQce PRYePeQWV´ WR RXWOaZ iQWR[icaQWV. IQ facW, SUeYiRXV UeVeaUch b\ HaUU\ LeYiQe VhRZV 
WhaW, Rf Whe EXURSeaQ QaWiRQV WR XQdeUgR PaMRU WePSeUaQce PRYePeQWV, aOO haYe beeQ 
SUedRPiQaWeO\ PURWeVWaQW (1993, 2). The bUaQd Rf PURWeVWaQWiVP WhaW SeUYaded OaWe 19Wh ceQWXU\ 
APeUica ZaV SaUWicXOaUO\ diVSRVed WR PRUaO cUXVadiQg. L. A. SchPidW deVcUibeV Whe ePeUgeQce 
aURXQd WhaW WiPe Rf ³a QeZ WheRORg\ fRcXVed RQ UeOigiRXV VaOYaWiRQ WhURXgh Whe VXSSUeVViRQ Rf 
Yice. ThiV QeZ UeOigiRXV ideRORg\ SURYided a cRUe Rf beOiefV aQd SRZeUfXO MXVWificaWiRQ fRU 
RUgaQi]iQg a SXbOic cUXVade WR µe[WeUPiQaWe¶ Yice´ (1995, 1). IQ hiV Hellfire Nation, JaPeV MRURQe 
OiQNV WhiV QeR-PXUiWaQ cUeed WR QeaUO\ eYeU\ faceW Rf APeUicaQ SROiWicaO Oife. ³ViViRQV Rf Yice aQd 



OUegRQ UQdeUgUadXaWe ReVeaUch JRXUQal SSURXl 
 

VRlXPe 19 IVVXe 1 SSUiQg 2021             30 
 

YiUWXe defiQe Whe APeUicaQ cRPPXQiW\,´ he Va\V (2003, 5). CRQVeTXeQWO\, PRUe VR eYeQ WhaQ RWheU 
PURWeVWaQW QaWiRQV, APeUicaQ hiVWRU\ iV SeUYaded b\ PaVV VRciaO PRYePeQWV WR cRPbaW ViQ (10-
12). 

FRU WheVe PXUiWaQ cUXVadeUV, iQWR[icaWiRQ Rf aQ\ VRUW ZaV a VRciaO diVeaVe WR be eUadicaWed. 
LeYiQe e[SOaiQV, ³PURWeVWaQWiVP SURdXced a SV\chRORg\ Zhich VWUeVVed Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf VeOf-
UegXOaWiRQ aQd VeOf-UeVWUaiQW´ (1993, 9). SiQce dUXg XVe iQWeUYeQeV ZiWh RQe¶V caSaciW\ fRU VeOf-
cRQWURO, PXUiWaQV cRQVideUed iW PRUaOO\ iQWROeUabOe (MRURQe 2003, 16). AV QRWed b\ bRWh MRUgaQ 
aQd P\ RZQ UeVeaUch, Whe UheWRUic XVed b\ aQWi-dUXg PRUaO cUXVadeUV ZaV SeUYaded b\ UefeUeQceV 
WR ³fUee ZiOO´ (MRUgaQ 1981, 50; SSURXO 2019, 11-12). IQ RQe Rf hiV iQfaPRXV aQWi-caQQabiV WiUadeV 
befRUe CRQgUeVV, HaUU\ AQVOiQgeU (1937) aVVeUWed WhaW ³TXaOiWieV Rf Whe dUXg UeQdeU iW highO\ 
daQgeURXV WR Whe PiQd aQd bRd\ XSRQ Zhich iW RSeUaWeV WR deVWUR\ Whe ZiOO.´ AV ZiOO be VeeQ iQ Whe 
Qe[W VXbVecWiRQ, Whe VaPe e[acW VWeUeRW\SeV ZeUe e[WeQded WR SV\chedeOic XVeUV iQ Whe 1960V. 

TheVe SeUceSWiRQV WeQd WR caWaO\]e PRUaO SaQicV ZheQ a QeZ dUXg RU SaWWeUQ Rf dUXg XVe iV 
UeYeaOed WR Whe SXbOic. HRZeYeU, Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN aOVR eQVXUeV WhaW aOO QeZ 
SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQceV ZiWhRXW aSSaUeQW PedicaO SRWeQWiaO aUe PeW b\ Whe gRYeUQPeQW ZiWh 
dePRQi]aWiRQ aQd cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ²iQdeSeQdeQWO\ Rf ZheWheU a PRUaO SaQic iV RccXUUiQg. IQ Whe 
1930V, fRU e[aPSOe, deVSiWe Whe beVW effRUWV Rf aQWi-dUXg SURVeO\Wi]eUV OiNe HaUU\ AQVOiQgeU, QR 
PaMRU PRUaO SaQic RYeU caQQabiV ePeUged aPRQg Whe geQeUaO SXbOic. NeYeUWheOeVV, deVSiWe Whe 
OacN Rf SXbOic cRQceUQ RU ZideVSUead XVe Rf Whe dUXg, OaZPaNeUV eOecWed WR VeYeUeO\ cUiPiQaOi]e 
caQQabiV SRVVeVViRQ (GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009, 198). The APeUicaQ c\cOe Rf dUXg-UeOaWed 
PRUaO SaQicV iV UeOaWed WR, bXW QRW Whe caXVe Rf, iWV c\cOe Rf e[SaQdiQg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

The fUaPiQg Rf dUXg XVeUV aV deYiaQW aQd deVeUYiQg Rf SXQiVhPeQW iQfRUPV QRW RQO\ US SROic\, 
bXW iQWeUQaWiRQaO OaZ. AV diVcXVVed SUeYiRXVO\, Whe US haV beeQ Whe SUiPaU\ aUchiWecW Rf Whe 
iQWeUQaWiRQaO dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ UegiPe (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ: DUXgV iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV´). 
AQdUeaV aQd NadeOPaQQ UecRXQW hRZ ³Whe UQiWed SWaWeV haV adYRcaWed fRU Whe iPSRViWiRQ Rf 
SXQiWiYe cRQWURO V\VWePV iQ aOO cRXQWUieV . . . US dUXg eQfRUcePeQW RfficiaOV haYe SeUViVWeQWO\ 
cUiWici]ed fRUeigQ gRYeUQPeQWV . . . fRU WheiU ePShaViV RQ SXbOic heaOWh aSSURacheV WR Whe dUXg 
SURbOeP´ (2006, 43). MRUeRYeU, EPiO\ CUicN (2012) aUgXeV WhaW PRUaOi]iQg aQWi-dUXg UheWRUic haV 
VSUead fURP APeUicaQ SROiWicaO diVcRXUVe WR Whe ZRUOd aW OaUge. ThURXgh iQWeUQaWiRQaO agUeePeQWV 
OiNe Whe 1961 SiQgOe CRQYeQWiRQ RQ NaUcRWic DUXgV, Vhe Va\V, Whe ³gORbaO µSeOf¶´ ZaV ³cRQVWUXcWed 
aV beiQg PRUaOO\ gRRd iQ cRQWUaVW WR Whe µeYiO¶ Rf QaUcRWic dUXgV . . . QR RWheU iQWeUQaWiRQaO 
cRQYeQWiRQ deVcUibeV Whe acWiYiW\ iW VeeNV WR SUeYeQW iQ VXch WeUPV´ (408). Of cRXUVe, Va\ AQdUeaV 
aQd NadeOPaQQ, RWheU QaWiRQV ZeUe aOUead\ V\PSaWheWic WR WheVe YieZV²if Whe\ ZeUe QRW, US 
effRUWV WR e[SRUW iWV dUXg SROic\ aQd diVcRXUVe ZRXOd haYe faiOed aV PiVeUabO\ aV iWV aWWePSW WR 
gORbaOi]e aOcRhRO SURhibiWiRQ (2006, 43). NeYeUWheOeVV, APeUica¶V PXUiWaQ aQWi-dUXg PRUaO 
fUaPeZRUN SURYided Whe WheRUeWicaO gURXQdiQg fRU Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO SURhibiWiRQ UegiPe.   

Of cRXUVe, WhaW iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, ZheUeYeU iW RccXUV, iV aOZa\V Whe UeVXOW 
Rf PXUiWaQ cUXVadiQg. MaQ\ Rf Whe cRXQWUieV ZiWh Whe PRVW dUacRQiaQ dUXg OaZV, VXch aV ChiQa, 
NRUWh KRUea, aQd IUaQ, aUe OaUgeO\ RXWVide Whe APeUicaQ VSheUe Rf iQfOXeQce (APeUicaQ AddicWiRQ 
CeQWeUV 2020). TheVe QaWiRQV¶ VeYeUe SeQaOWieV fRU dUXg SRVVeVViRQ aQd WUafficNiQg, XS WR aQd 
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iQcOXdiQg e[ecXWiRQ, aUe OiNeO\ Whe UeVXOW Rf dRPeVWic SROiWicV. FRU e[aPSOe, Whe VeYeUe 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf dUXgV iQ MXVOiP QaWiRQV OiNe IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia, aQd Whe UQiWed AUab 
EPiUaWeV ZaV OiNeO\ dUiYeQ b\ a ViPiOaU aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN WR WhaW iQ Whe US bXW ZaV baVed 
iQ IVOaP UaWheU WhaQ PXUiWaQiVP. AOWhRXgh a deWaiOed aQaO\ViV Rf dUXg SROic\ iQ Whe IVOaPic ZRUOd 
iV RXWVide Whe VcRSe Rf WhiV WheViV, iQWeUeVWed UeadeUV VhRXOd ORRN WR MaQVXU AOi¶V (2014) eVVa\ RQ 
Whe VXbMecW. AV fRU VRXWheaVW AVia, Whe RAND cRUSRUaWiRQ haV SURdXced a WhRURXgh UeSRUW RQ dUXg 
SROic\ iQ Whe UegiRQ, Zhich ZRXOd be aQ e[ceOOeQW VWaUWiQg SRiQW fRU fXUWheU UeVeaUch (PaUdR, 
KiOPeU, aQd HXaQg 2019). IQ aQ\ caVe, WhRXgh VRPe cRXQWUieV Pa\ WUeaW WheiU dUXg XVeUV eYeQ 
PRUe haUVhO\ WhaQ Whe US, iW ZaV APeUicaQV ZhR RUcheVWUaWed Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf dUXgV 
WhURXghRXW PRVW Rf Whe WeVWeUQ ZRUOd. PXUiWaQiVP iV QRW Whe RQO\ caXVe Rf dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, 
bXW iQ Whe US aQd iQ iQWeUQaWiRQaO OaZ, iW haV beeQ a cUXciaO dUiYiQg facWRU.  

UQdeU Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, Zhich YieZV aOO dUXg XVe aV eTXaOO\ XQacceSWabOe, Whe 
RbMecWiYe UiVNV aVVRciaWed ZiWh a SaUWicXOaU dUXg aUe OaUgeO\ iUUeOeYaQW. If a dUXg haV QR PedicaO 
XVe, iW iV cUiPiQaOi]ed WR Whe higheVW degUee. NRWe Whe Za\ WhaW dUXgV aUe diYided b\ Whe 1970 
CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQceV AcW. SchedXOe I, Whe PRVW highO\ cUiPiQaOi]ed caWegRU\, iV diVWiQgXiVhed 
fURP ORZeU VchedXOed QRW b\ e[WUePe daQgeU, RU addicWiRQ SRWeQWiaO, bXW b\ ³QR cXUUeQWO\ acceSWed 
PedicaO XVe iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV´ (DEA Q.d.). Of cRXUVe, dUXgV iQ WhiV VchedXOe aUe VXSSRVed WR 
aOVR haYe a ³high SRWeQWiaO fRU abXVe,´ bXW if a dUXg¶V ³SRWeQWiaO fRU abXVe´ dReV QRW cRUUeVSRQd WR 
iWV heaOWh UiVNV RU addicWiYeQeVV, Whe cUiWeUiRQ iV fXQcWiRQaOO\ PeaQiQgOeVV. The DEA iWVeOf adPiWV 
WhaW ³Whe WeUP µSRWeQWiaO fRU abXVe¶ iV QRW defiQed iQ Whe [CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQceV AcW]´ (DEA 2017).  

IQ SUacWice, Whe dUXgV iQ SchedXOe I aUe RfWeQ faU VafeU aQd OeVV addicWiYe WhaQ WhRVe iQ ORZeU 
VchedXOeV. CaQQabiV aQd SV\chedeOicV aUe iQ SchedXOe I, ZheUeaV PRUShiQe, PeWhaPSheWaPiQe, 
aQd cRcaiQe aUe iQ Whe OeVV VeYeUe SchedXOe II, aQd highO\ addicWiYe beQ]Rdia]eSiQe WUaQTXiOi]eUV 
OiNe XaQa[ aUe aOO Whe Za\ dRZQ iQ SchedXOe IV (DEA Q.d.). TR cRPSRXQd Whe SURbOeP, RQce a 
dUXg haV beeQ cRQdePQed aV PedicaOO\ XVeOeVV aQd SOaced iQ SchedXOe I, iW becRPeV aOPRVW 
iPSRVVibOe WR UedeeP. DaYid NXWW, a cRQWePSRUaU\ dUXg UeVeaUcheU, bePRaQV Whe ³UegXOaWRU\ 
MXQgOe´ WhaW aQ\RQe hRSiQg WR VWXd\ SchedXOe I dUXgV PXVW QaYigaWe. ³LiPiWaWiRQ WR cOiQicaO 
UeVeaUch SURdXced b\ Whe UegXOaWiRQV aOPRVW ceUWaiQO\ haV dRQe PXch PRUe haUP WhaQ gRRd WR 
VRcieW\ b\ iPSediQg PedicaO SURgUeVV´ (2015, 5). NR PaWWeU hRZ Vafe a dUXg Pa\ be, if iW aSSeaUV 
WR OacN PedicaO aSSOicaWiRQV, iW ZiOO be baQQed, aQd WhaW baQ ZiOO PaNe iW QeaUO\ iPSRVVibOe WR 
cRQdXcW fXUWheU PedicaO UeVeaUch, SeUSeWXaWiQg a YiciRXV c\cOe Rf XQfRXQded feaU. 

ThiV ZaV Whe dRPiQaQW SaUadigP Rf dUXg SROic\ iQ Whe US aURXQd Whe WiPe WhaW SV\chedeOicV 
becaPe SRSXOaU fRU UecUeaWiRQaO XVe. IQ 1966, iQ a VcaWhiQg cUiWiTXe Rf Whe FDA cUacNdRZQ RQ 
SV\chedeOicV, RRVbRURXgh effecWiYeO\ VXPPed XS Whe SRSXOaU YieZ: ³VRcieW\ haV QRW acceSWed Whe 
XVe Rf dUXgV fRU SOeaVXUe. TR e[SeUieQce V\QWheWic ePRWiRQV iV beOieYed WR be iPPRUaO´ (324). ThiV 
YieZ UeVXOWed fURP Whe effRUWV Rf PURWeVWaQW PRUaO cUXVadeUV iQ Whe eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\. TheVe 
acWiYiVWV eVWabOiVhed Whe QRWiRQ, bRWh aW hRPe aQd abURad, WhaW Whe QRQ-PedicaO XVe Rf 
SV\chRacWiYe dUXgV ZaV QRW PeUeO\ daQgeURXV bXW a diUecW WhUeaW WR Whe VRciaO fabUic. The RbMecWiYe 
daQgeUV Rf each VXbVWaQce ZeUe haUdO\ UeOeYaQW²aOO QRQ-PedicaO dUXg XVe ZaV cRQVideUed deYiaQW 
aQd ZRUWh\ Rf SXQiVhPeQW. B\ e[aPiQiQg gRYeUQPeQW diVcRXUVe RQ SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe OaWe 1960V, 
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RQe caQ Vee hRZ Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN iPSacWed Whe QaWiRQaO diVcXVViRQ aQd Oed WR Whe 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf WheVe VXbVWaQceV. 

6.2.2. THE ANTI-DRUG MORAL FRAMEWORK AND PSYCHEDELICS 

AV diVcXVVed iQ Whe SUeYiRXV VecWiRQ, b\ Whe Pid-1960V, PRVW UeSXWabOe SV\chiaWUiVWV had 
cRQcOXded WhaW SV\chedeOicV OacNed cOeaU PedicaO SRWeQWiaO. SR, ZheQ Whe WiPe caPe WR cRQVideU 
Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV, VcieQWiVWV ZeUe UeOXcWaQW WR giYe Whe dUXgV WheiU fXOO-WhURaWed 
eQdRUVePeQW. UQdeU Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, aQ aSSaUeQW OacN Rf PedicaO XVe ZaV 
VXfficieQW caXVe WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV aW Whe higheVW OeYeO. 

IQ Whe SXbOic diVcRXUVe abRXW SV\chedeOicV, Whe PURWeVWaQW cRQceUQ ZiWh VeOf-UegXOaWiRQ aQd 
SURdXcWiYiW\ ZaV RQ fXOO diVSOa\. A 1966 aUWicOe iQ Whe Catholic Transcript, decU\iQg TiP LeaU\¶V 
³LSD cXOW,´ aVVeUWV WhaW SV\chedeOicV cRXOd QRW SRVVibO\ be XVed fRU gRRd ViQce ³QR SeUVRQaO aQd 
UeVSRQVibOe acW caQ be SeUfRUPed ZheQ . . . Whe iQWeOOecW aQd fUee ZiOO aUe deOibeUaWeO\ fUXVWUaWed´ 
(The CaWhROic TUaQVcUiSW 1966).  IQdeed, Whe cRPPRQ WhUead OiQNiQg Whe YaUiRXV hRUURU VWRUieV 
abRXW SV\chedeOicV ZaV Whe feaU WhaW XVeUV ZRXOd be XQabOe WR UefUaiQ fURP VeOf-deVWUXcWiYe, 
YiROeQW, aQd/RU cUiPiQaO behaYiRU. TV VWaU AUW LiQNOeWWeU faPRXVO\ aWWUibXWed hiV 20-\eaU-ROd 
daXghWeU¶V VXicide WR aQ LSD-iQdXced SaQic, aQd RWheU UeSRUWV Rf SV\chedeOic-addOed \RXQgVWeUV 
iQadYeUWeQWO\ WhURZiQg WhePVeOYeV RXW Rf ZiQdRZV RU Rff URRfV ZeUe TXiWe cRPPRQ (TRUgeUVRQ 
1969; DUe\fXVV 1967; GRUdRQ 1963, 40; NYT 1971). The SaSeUV ZeUe aOVR eVSeciaOO\ iQfaWXaWed ZiWh 
VWRUieV Rf cROOege VWXdeQWV bOiQdiQg WhePVeOYeV b\ VWaUiQg aW Whe VXQ XQdeU Whe iQfOXeQce Rf LSD²
VWRUieV Zhich OaWeU WXUQed RXW WR be eQWiUeO\ fabUicaWed (Siff 2015, 154-155).  

The QaWiRQaO QeZV aOVR bOaPed SV\chedeOicV fRU iQQXPeUabOe PXUdeUV, Ve[XaO aVVaXOWV, aQd 
RWheU acWV Rf YiROeQce (Vee ³WaV TheUe a MRUaO PaQic?´) (NYT 1966). HRZeYeU, WheVe UeSRUWV aUe 
dXbiRXV: Whe\ ZeUe baVed RQ aQRQ\PRXV VRXUceV aQd RfWeQ had cOeaU iQcRQViVWeQcieV (SWeYeQV 
1987, 277). AddiWiRQaOO\, SROice WeVWif\iQg befRUe CRQgUeVV ZeUe XQabOe WR SURYide aQ\ cRQcUeWe 
e[aPSOeV Rf YiROeQW cUiPeV aWWUibXWabOe WR SV\chedeOicV (275-276). CRQWePSRUaU\ UeVeaUch 
VXggeVWV WhaW, if aQ\WhiQg, SV\chedeOic XVe UedXceV cUiPiQaOiW\ aQd YiROeQW iQcOiQaWiRQV (HeQdUicNV 
2014; HeQdUicNV 2017; ThieVVeQ eW aO. 2018). The VWRUieV aUe, hRZeYeU, highO\ UePiQiVceQW Rf Whe 
UheWRUic XVed b\ HaUU\ AQVOiQgeU iQ Whe 1930V abRXW caQQabiV XVeUV: ³VRPe SeRSOe ZiOO fO\ iQWR a 
deOiUiRXV Uage, aQd Whe\ aUe WePSRUaUiO\ iUUeVSRQVibOe aQd Pa\ cRPPiW YiROeQW cUiPeV´ (AQVOiQgeU 
1937; SWeYeQV 1987, 276-277). SWeYeQV cRPPeQWV WhaW ³if \RX chaQged a feZ QRXQV iQ aQ\ Rf Whe 
aQWiPaUiMXaQa VWRUieV Rf Whe ThiUWieV, \RX eQded XS ZiWh a UeaVRQabOe facViPiOe Rf Whe VWaQdaUd 
µLSD PadQeVV¶ VWRU\´ (1987, 277). The SaQic WhaW ePeUged VXUURXQdiQg SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe OaWe 
1960V ZaV QRW aQ iVROaWed RccXUUeQce, bXW UaWheU ZaV V\PSWRPaWic Rf Whe VaPe PRUaO fUaPeZRUN 
WhaW dURYe Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf caQQabiV. IQdeed, WhiV fUaPeZRUN eQVXUeV WhaW QeaUO\ aOO QeZ 
dUXgV, deVeUYedO\ RU QRW, aUe aVVRciaWed ZiWh cUiPe aQd YiROeQce iQ Whe SXbOic aQd gRYeUQPeQW e\e 
(fRU fXUWheU diVcXVViRQ, Vee ³DiVSURSRUWiRQaWe ReacWiRQ´).  

AQRWheU cRUe eOePeQW Rf Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN iV Whe feaU WhaW dUXg XVe iQhibiWV 
SURdXcWiYiW\ (Siff 2015, 177). MRUgaQ RbVeUYeV WhaW WhURXghRXW Whe 20Wh ceQWXU\, APeUicaQV haYe 
cRQdePQed UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe, ZhiOe haSSiO\ acceSWiQg Whe ³PedicaO´ XVe Rf Whe VaPe 
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VXbVWaQceV WR SURPRWe SURdXcWiYiW\ (1981, 158). FRU e[aPSOe, aPSheWaPiQeV aUe iOOegaO fRU adXOWV 
WR XVe UecUeaWiRQaOO\, bXW WRWaOO\ acceSWabOe WR adPiQiVWeU WR \RXQg chiOdUeQ ZhR VWUXggOe WR fRcXV 
iQ cOaVV (iQ Whe fRUP Rf SUeVcUiSWiRQ dUXgV OiNe AddeUaOO). MRUgaQ WheRUi]eV WhaW Whe VWeUeRW\Se Rf 
Whe Oa]\ dUXg XVeU ePeUged iQ Whe eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\ dXe WR SeUceSWiRQV Rf RSiXP XVeUV aV OeWhaUgic 
aQd XQPRWiYaWed (50). SiQce WheQ, he Va\V, iW haV beeQ aSSOied WR aOO UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVeUV.  

IQdeed, RQe Rf Whe PRVW cRPPRQ ZRUUieV abRXW SV\chedeOicV ZaV WhaW Whe\ ZRXOd WXUQ WheiU 
XVeUV iQWR VhifWOeVV deadbeaWV. AccRUdiQg WR Life Paga]iQe, SV\chedeOic XVeUV RfWeQ ³diVcRYeU WhaW 
Oife iV RQO\ a gaPe, WheQ begiQ SOa\iQg iW ZiWh OeVV aQd OeVV VNiOO. TheiU YiViRQ becRPeV a begXiOiQg 
VcUiP dUaZQ RYeU a Oife Rf deeSeQiQg faiOXUe´ (Life 1966). The aUWicOe SURYideV QR VWaWiVWicV, 
UeVeaUch, RU eYeQ aQecdRWeV WR VXSSRUW WhiV cOaiP. AQRWheU aUWicOe fURP Whe New York Times 
aVVeUWed WhaW ³Of aOO Rf LSD¶V effecWV, Whe ZRUVW Pa\ be . . . SeUPaQeQW dXOOiQg Rf XVeUV¶ RbMecWiYe 
MXdgePeQW aQd iWV UeSOacePeQW b\ SXUeO\ VXbMecWiYe YaOXeV´ (HiOO 1967). ThiV aOOegaWiRQ iV VR YagXe 
aV WR be OXdicURXV²hRZ e[acWO\ iV ³RbMecWiYe MXdgePeQW´ PeaVXUed? WiWh bRWh aUWicOeV, Whe UeadeU 
iV PeaQW WR WaNe iW aV VeOf-eYideQW WhaW UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe (Rf aQ\ VRUW) eURdeV Whe ZiOO. 

AOO WheVe VWeUeRW\SeV abRXW dUXg XVeUV ZeUe aW OeaVW iQ SaUW deUiYed fURP²aQd iQe[WUicabO\ 
cRQQecWed WR²UaciaO aQd cXOWXUaO biaV. ThURXghRXW US hiVWRU\, diVcRXUVe abRXW dUXg OaZV haV 
beeQ cRXched iQ UaciaO OaQgXage, aQd Whe OaZV WhePVeOYeV haYe beeQ ZeaSRQi]ed agaiQVW 
PaUgiQaOi]ed UaciaO SRSXOaWiRQV (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ: DUXgV iQ Whe US´). MRUgaQ aUgXeV, ³The 
hiSSie becaPe Whe UaciaO iPage Rf Whe 1960V dUXg debaWe . . . The ideQWificaWiRQ Rf PaQ\ dUXgV, 
eVSeciaOO\ Whe haOOXciQRgeQV . . . ZiWh P\VWicaO eaVWeUQ UeOigiRQV UeaZaNeQed Whe ROd VWeUeRW\SeV Rf 
SaVViYiW\ aQd ZeaNQeVV ORQg aVVRciaWed ZiWh WhRVe cXOWXUeV´ (1981, 165). ThiV aVVRciaWiRQ ZaV QRW 
PeUeO\ VXbcRQVciRXV. OSSRQeQWV Rf TiP LeaU\¶V HaUYaUd PViORc\biQ PURMecW RfWeQ dUeZ deURgaWRU\ 
cRQQecWiRQV WR Whe hiVWRU\ Rf haOOXciQRgeQic dUXg XVe iQ IQdia, Zhich RQe cUiWic caOOed ³RQe Rf Whe 
VicNeVW VRciaO RUdeUV eYeU cUeaWed´ (SWeYeQV 1987, 160, 199).  

OQe Rf Whe Pedia¶V biggeVW cRQceUQV abRXW SV\chedeOicV ZaV Whe diUecW WhUeaW Whe\ SRVed WR 
PXUiWaQ YaOXeV. CRPPXQiWieV deYRWed WR SV\chedeOic e[SeUiPeQWaWiRQ ZeUe fUeTXeQWO\ aQd 
diVSaUagiQgO\ UefeUUed WR b\ MRXUQaOiVWV aV ³cXOWV´ (AbUaPVRQ 1966; GRUdRQ 1963; The CaWhROic 
TUaQVcUiSW 1966). The New York Times fOaWO\ VWaWed iQ 1967 WhaW ³LSD iV a WhUeaW WR aVSecWV Rf 
WUadiWiRQaO UeOigiRQ´ (FiVNi 1967). SRPe eYeQ aUgXed WhaW Whe iQheUeQW eYiO Rf dUXg XVe RXWZeighed 
aQ\ PedicaO beQefiWV SV\chedeOicV PighW SRVVeVV. OQe dRcWRU ZURWe fRU Whe LA Times WhaW, eYeQ if 
LSD caQ effecWiYeO\ WUeaW aOcRhROiVP, ³b\ giYiQg PaQ b\ dUXgV ZhaW he RXghW WR eaUQ WhURXgh PRUaO 
effRUWV, Ze Pa\ haYe cRPPiWWed . . . ViQ agaiQVW Whe PeaQiQg Rf hiV eaUWhO\ e[iVWeQce´ (WiQNOeU 
1960).  

TheVe ZRUUieV ePeUged becaXVe, eYeQ PRUe WhaQ RWheU dUXgV, SV\chedeOicV aSSeaUed 
fXQdaPeQWaOO\ iQcRPSaWibOe ZiWh Whe APeUicaQ ChUiVWiaQ WUadiWiRQ. AV ZaV VhRZQ iQ Whe 1962 
³MiUacOe Rf MaUVh ChaSeO´ (Vee ³HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd: The PeaN´), SV\chedeOicV cRXOd UeOiabO\ 
iQdXce P\VWicaO, eYeQ VSiUiWXaO e[SeUieQceV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 76-77). FRU SURSRQeQWV Rf 
SV\chedeOic XVe, OiNe AOdRXV HX[Oe\, aQd TiP LeaU\, WhiV ZaV Whe PaiQ RbMecWiYe. If WheUe ZaV aQ\ 
dRXbW WhaW SV\chedeOicV SRVed a WhUeaW WR PaiQVWUeaP UeOigiRQ, iW ZaV SXW WR UeVW iQ 1965 b\ LeaU\¶V 
fRXQdiQg Rf Whe ³LeagXe fRU SSiUiWXaO DiVcRYeU\´ (abbUeYiaWed, Rf cRXUVe, ³LSD´). The OeagXe ZaV 
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a UeOigiRXV RUgaQi]aWiRQ deYRWed WR Whe e[SORUaWiRQ Rf iQQeU VSiUiWXaOiW\ WhURXgh SV\chedeOicV. The\ 
SURSRXQded EaVWeUQ P\VWiciVP, SaUWicXOaUO\ Whe Tibetan Book of the Dead, aV a cRPSOePeQW aQd 
gXide WR Whe SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 105-110). LeaU\¶V SV\chedeOic UeOigiRQ 
ZaV faU fURP Whe RQO\ RQe²iQ facW, b\ Whe eQd Rf 1966, WheUe ZeUe WZR RWheU, VeSaUaWe UeOigiRXV 
RUgaQi]aWiRQV (Whe NeR-APeUicaQ ChXUch aQd Whe AdaQda YRgic AVhUaP) headTXaUWeUed iQ 
LeaU\¶V RZQ hRXVe (MiOeV 2005, 228). SRPeWhiQg abRXW Whe SV\chedeOic e[SeUieQce WeQded WR 
SeUVXade XVeUV WhaW Whe\ had XQdeUgRQe geQXiQe VSiUiWXaO UeYeOaWiRQ.  

The PRUaO bacNOaVh WR WheVe SV\chedeOic SURVeO\Wi]eUV ZaV iQeYiWabOe. SWeYeQV RbVeUYeV WhaW, 
³WR diVcRYeU, iQ Whe UeceVVeV Rf Whe PiQd, VRPeWhiQg WhaW feOW a ORW OiNe GRd, ZaV QRW a ViWXaWiRQ WhaW 
. . . RUgaQi]ed UeOigiRQ ZiVhed WR cRQWePSOaWe´ (1987, 180). IQdeed, Whe PRVW cRPPRQ UeacWiRQ WR 
cOaiPV Rf SV\chedeOic-iQdXced eQOighWeQPeQW ZaV RXWUage aQd diVPiVVaO. IQ a 1966 aUWicOe, Whe 
Catholic Transcript aVVeUWV WhaW ³deVSaiU iV a ORgicaO cRUROOaU\ Rf deSeQdeQce RQ a dUXg OiNe LSD 
fRU UeOigiRXV e[SeUieQce.´ BXW deVSiWe Whe hRUURU Rf PaiQVWUeaP UeOigiRXV OeadeUV, Whe OaWe 1960V 
VaZ PRUe aQd PRUe \RXQg SeRSOe WXUQiQg XS WheiU QRVeV aW ChUiVWiaQ WUadiWiRQ iQ faYRU Rf dUXg-
fXeOed ecVWaV\. 

IQ OighW Rf WheVe deYeORSPeQWV, iW iV QRW aW aOO VXUSUiViQg WhaW a PRUaO SaQic ePeUged aURXQd 
SV\chedeOicV. DXe WR Whe dRPiQaQW PXUiWaQ cXOWXUe, APeUicaQV ZeUe aOUead\ SUediVSRVed agaiQVW 
UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe Rf aQ\ VRUW. DUXgV ZeUe SUeVXPed WR be highO\ daQgeURXV, aQd WR caXVe 
cUiPiQaO behaYiRU aQd XQSURdXcWiYiW\; SV\chedeOicV ZeUe QR e[ceSWiRQ. HRZeYeU, Whe P\VWiciVP 
aVVRciaWed ZiWh SV\chedeOicV Pade WheP eYeQ PRUe cRQceUQiQg WhaQ RWheU dUXgV. IQ Whe e\eV Rf 
QeR-PXUiWaQV, SV\chedeOicV ZeUe QRW MXVW iQWR[icaQWV, bXW faOVe idROV. 

6.2.3. THE ANTI-DRUG MORAL FRAMEWORK AND THE U.S. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Of cRXUVe, iW ZaV QRW Whe Pedia QRU Whe SXbOic ZhR cUiPiQaOi]ed SV\chedeOicV. The aQWi-dUXg 
PRUaO fUaPeZRUN ZaV ViPiOaUO\ eQWUeQched iQ Whe PiQdV Rf SROic\PaNeUV. AW Whe 1966 SeQaWe 
HeaUiQgV, PRVW SeQaWRUV cRQVideUed cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Whe defaXOW SRViWiRQ. IQdeed, QRWeV SWeSheQ 
Siff, ³deOibeUaWiRQ UaQged RQO\ fURP cRQWURO WR SURhibiWiRQ, QRW Whe fXOO gaPXW WR iQacWiRQ RU fXUWheU 
OibeUaOi]aWiRQ´ (2015, 176). AddiWiRQaOO\, PRVW SeQaWRUV OeaQed heaYiO\ WRZaUd Whe SURhibiWiRQ Vide 
Rf Whe VSecWUXP. ³The bXUdeQ Rf SURRf,´ Vaid SeQaWRU JacRb JaYiWV (R ± NY), ³iV RQ Whe VcieQWiVWV 
aQd Whe gRYeUQPeQW deSaUWPeQWV Zhich cRQWeQd agaiQVW iQdiYidXaO SURhibiWiRQ´ (NIH 1966, 8).  

OQe VXch VcieQWiVW ZaV DU. YROOeV Rf Whe NIMH, ZhR Pade iW TXiWe cOeaU WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZeUe 
QRW eVSeciaOO\ addicWiYe RU daQgeURXV. ³PV\chRORgicaO deSeQdeQce RQ dUXgV Rf Whe LSD W\Se . . . iV 
XVXaOO\ QRW iQWeQVe,´ he Va\V, aQd ³Whe QXPbeU Rf adYeUVe UeacWiRQV . . . iV iQ Whe VaPe UaQge Rf 
PagQiWXde Rf RccXUUeQce aV iQ aQ\ RWheU W\Se Rf SV\chiaWUic WUeaWPeQW´ (NIH 1966, 22, 24). 
HRZeYeU, he adPiWWed WhaW Whe MXU\ ZaV VWiOO RXW RQ Whe dUXgV¶ PedicaO SRWeQWiaO (26). FRU SeQaWRU 
RibicRff, WhiV aORQe ZaV VXfficieQW UeaVRQ WR cUiPiQaOi]e. The chief TXeVWiRQ he had fRU DU. YROOeV 
ZaV, ³Wh\ VhRXOd QRW [SV\chedeOic] SRVVeVViRQ be SURhibiWed? . . . WhaW abRXW heURiQ aQd ViPiOaU 
QaUcRWicV? YRX WhiQN WhaW Ze VhRXOd SURhibiW WheiU SRVVeVViRQ, dRQ¶W \RX?´ (NIH 1966, 33). FRU 
RibicRff aQd hiV cROOeagXeV, iW ZaV iUUeOeYaQW WhaW SV\chedeOicV had cRPSOeWeO\ diffeUeQW VafeW\ aQd 
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addicWiRQ SURfiOeV WhaQ heURiQ²bRWh ZeUe dUXgV ZiWhRXW PedicaO SRWeQWiaO, aQd WheUefRUe VhRXOd 
be cRQVideUed eTXaO iQ Whe e\eV Rf Whe OaZ. 

TR be cOeaU, Whe VcieQWiVWV aQd dRcWRUV geQeUaOO\ did QRW UecRPPeQd Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf 
SV\chedeOicV, RU aQ\ dUXgV fRU WhaW PaWWeU. AW Whe 1966 SeQaWe heaUiQgV, DU. YROOeV ZaV YRcaOO\ 
RSSRVed WR fXOO\ cUiPiQaOi]iQg LSD: ³If Ze PaNe Whe SRVVeVViRQ Rf LSD iOOegaO, iW ZiOO dUiYe iW 
fXUWheU XQdeUgURXQd aQd PaNe ZhaW iV SeUhaSV Whe begiQQiQg Rf fOaXQWiQg Rf aXWhRUiW\ . . . a PRUe 
SaWhRORgicaO SURceVV aQd a PRUe VWURQgO\ acceQWed acW Rf UebeOOiRQ´ (NIH 1966, 32). AW Whe 1968 
FDA heaUiQgV RQ SV\chedeOicV, Whe PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV ZhR WeVWified ZeUe aOPRVW XQaQiPRXVO\ 
³Rf Whe RSiQiRQ WhaW PaNiQg Whe SRVVeVViRQ Rf daQgeURXV dUXgV a cUiPe ZRXOd be iQeffecWXaO aV a 
deWeUUeQW WR WheiU XVe´ (BXUQeWW 1969, 638).  

ThiV UefOecWV a bURadeU SaWWeUQ ZiWhiQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf APeUicaQ dUXg SROic\; ViQce Whe eaUO\ 20Wh 
ceQWXU\, PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV haYe UeViVWed effRUWV WR cUiPiQaOi]e dUXg XVe. MRUgaQ deVcUibeV 
hRZ a PaVViYe dUXg cRQWURO biOO ZaV defeaWed iQ 1910 b\ Whe adYRcac\ Rf PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV 
(1981, 107). The PedicaO eVWabOiVhPeQW aOVR VhaUSO\ cUiWici]ed Whe 1915 HaUUiVRQ AcW, Zhich 
MaVViQg (1998, 86) caOOV Whe ³OegaO fRXQdaWiRQ Rf dUXg SURhibiWiRQ iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV.´ (MRUgaQ 
1981, 116). HRZeYeU, b\ Whe 1930V Whe OaZ-eQfRUcePeQW aSSURach ZaV eQWUeQched, aQd PedicaO 
e[SeUWV¶ caOOV WR WUeaW dUXg abXVe aV a PedicaO iVVXe ZeQW XQheaUd (134-135). SR iW ZeQW ZiWh 
SV\chedeOicV. AV UeVeaUcheUV OiNe DU. SidQe\ CRheQ aWWePSWed WR baOaQce Whe PedicaO SURPiVe Rf 
SV\chedeOicV ZiWh aQ aSSURSUiaWe degUee Rf caXWiRQ, SROic\PaNeUV e[eUciVed VeOecWiYe heaUiQg 
(PROOaQ 2018, 210-211). The SUeYaiOiQg e[SeUW RSiQiRQ ZaV: these drugs have potential but are 
unproven and possibl\ risk\²we should approach them with caution. WhaW OaZPaNeUV heaUd 
ZaV: these drugs are unproven and risk\²ban them. 

ThiV ZaV Whe PeVVage WhaW Whe FDA WRRN aZa\ fURP iWV heaUiQgV RQ Whe VXbMecW aQd Whe PeVVage 
WhaW Whe\ VhaUed ZiWh OaZPaNeUV iQ a UePaUNabOe 1967 UeSRUW WiWOed ³LSD: The FaOVe IOOXViRQ´ 
(SPiWh 1967). AV Whe FDA ZaV WaVNed ZiWh eQfRUciQg UegXOaWiRQV RQ SV\chedeOicV befRUe 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, Whe\ ZeUe Whe chief gRYeUQPeQW aXWhRUiW\ RQ Whe VXbMecW aQd WheiU RSiQiRQ heOd 
gUeaW VZa\. IQdeed, FDA CRPPiVViRQeU JaPeV GRddaUd ZaV RQe Rf Whe PRVW iPSRUWaQW adYRcaWeV 
fRU Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV, caOOiQg LSD ³RQe Rf Whe PRVW daQgeURXV dUXgV ZiWh Zhich 
I aP acTXaiQWed´ (NYT 1968). IQ WheiU UeSRUW, Whe FDA echReV Whe cRQceUQV Rf PedicaO 
SURfeVViRQaOV RYeU Whe VafeW\ Rf SV\chedeOicV, ZhiOe OaUgeO\ igQRUiQg Whe VaPe SURfeVViRQaOV¶ 
RSSRViWiRQ WR cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ (SPiWh 1967, 13-15). IQdeed, Whe UeSRUW WeQdV WR RYeUVWaWe Whe UiVNV 
Rf SV\chedeOicV, eYeQ UeOaWiYe WR Whe ZRUUieV Rf SV\chiaWUiVWV aW Whe WiPe. FRU e[aPSOe, aOWhRXgh 
e[SeUWV OaUgeO\ agUeed WhaW iW ZaV a VPaOO PiQRUiW\ Rf LSD XVeUV ZhR e[SeUieQced adYeUVe effecWV 
(Vee SUeYiRXV VecWiRQ - SafeW\ CRQceUQV), Whe FDA aVVeUWed WhaW ³PRVW µWUieUV¶ aQd XVeUV gR WhURXgh 
iQWeQVeO\ fUighWeQiQg aQd WeUUif\iQg e[SeUieQceV XQdeU Whe dUXg´ (13).  

EYeQ PRUe VWUiNiQg WhaQ WheiU iQfOaWiRQ Rf Whe daQgeUV, hRZeYeU, ZaV Whe FDA¶V e[SOiciW 
eQdRUVePeQW Rf Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN. The YeU\ fiUVW Sage Rf Whe UeSRUW aVVeUWV WhaW aQ\ 
ciYiOi]aWiRQ Zhich iQcRUSRUaWeV dUXgV iQWR UecUeaWiRQ RU VSiUiWXaO SUacWice iV ³SUiPiWiYe.´ The 
aXWhRU RSiQeV, ³IQ PRUe VRShiVWicaWed VRcieWieV dUXgV haYe VeUYed PRUe OiPiWed gRaOV²WhRVe Rf 
WUeaWPeQW aQd SUeYeQWiRQ Rf diVeaVe´ (SPiWh 1967, 10). HeUe, Whe aWWiWXdeV Rf UaciaO aQd cXOWXUaO 
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VXSUePac\ WhaW iQfRUP Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN aUe RQ fXOO diVSOa\. The UeSRUW aOVR eYRNeV 
FiVh¶V RbVeUYaWiRQ WhaW, iQ Whe e\eV Rf PRVW APeUicaQV, ³dUXgV WhaW aUe QRW PediciQe aUe eYiO´ 
(1998b, 16). The FDA UeSRUW RQ LSD VhRZV WhaW WhiV aWWiWXde iV QRW PeUeO\ a cXOWXUaO QRUP, bXW 
Whe RfficiaO SRViWiRQ Rf Whe US gRYeUQPeQW.  

The UeSRUW SURceedV WR bUiQg a VeUieV Rf aOOegaWiRQV agaiQVW UecUeaWiRQaO SV\chedeOic XVeUV. 
HiSSieV haYe a ³ShaUPacRceQWUic ideRORg\,´ Whe aXWhRU Va\V, ZiWh WheVe cRUe WeQaQWV: ³VWiPXOaWe 
Whe VeQVeV aV PXch aV SRVVibOe, chaQge Whe iQWeUQaO ZRUOd ZiWh dUXgV, aQd igQRUe cRQVWUXcWiYe 
acWiRQV WR iPSURYe Whe e[WeUQaO ZRUOd´ (SPiWh 1967, 14). He gReV RQ WR aVVeUW WhaW ³SeUVRQaOiW\ 
SaWWeUQV Rf SeRSOe ZhR iQgeVW LSD iQdicaWe VWURQgO\ WhaW Whe\ aUe OeVV abOe WR SRVWSRQe SOeaVXUe 
aQd WR ZiWhVWaQd Whe fUXVWUaWiRQV Rf eYeU\da\ Oife´ (14). The FDA ciWeV QR VRXUce²iQ facW, Whe 
UeVeaUch WhaW had beeQ dRQe aW Whe WiPe RQ fUeTXeQW LSD XVeUV VXggeVWed MXVW Whe RSSRViWe (MRgaU 
aQd SaYage 1966). HRZeYeU, Whe cOaiP TXiWe YiYidO\ dePRQVWUaWeV Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN 
iQ acWiRQ. IW iV WaNeQ aV a giYeQ WhaW UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe Rf aQ\ NiQd PXVW deVWUR\ VeOf-cRQWURO 
(RQe Rf Whe PaiQ WeQaQWV Rf Whe aQWi-dUXg fUaPeZRUN). 

LaWeU iQ Whe UeSRUW, Whe aXWhRU PaNeV a WUXO\ UePaUNabOe cOaiP: ³EYeQ PRUe VeUiRXV aQd 
SUeYaOeQW WhaQ . . . QegaWiYe UeacWiRQV aUe Whe adYeUVe cRQVeTXeQceV Rf VR-caOOed µSRViWiYe WUiSV¶ 
Zhich Oead Whe XVeU WR feeO WhaW he haV fRXQd Whe aQVZeUV WR Oife'V SURbOePV . . . he RQO\ WRR RfWeQ 
ZiQdV XS diVeQgagiQg hiPVeOf fURP SURdXcWiYe, fRcXVed SeUVRQaO aQd VRciaO acWiYiWieV´ (SPiWh 
1967, 15). FiUVW, QRWe Whe iPSOiciW PeVVage: iQdiYidXaO ZeOO-beiQg aQd haSSiQeVV aUe OeVV iPSRUWaQW 
WhaQ SURdXcWiYiW\. ThiV TXRWe aOVR UeaffiUPV Whe XQfRXQded QRWiRQ WhaW SV\chedeOic dUXg XVe 
iQhibiWV SURdXcWiYiW\. NR eYideQce fRU WhiV cOaiP iV Qeeded; XQdeU Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, 
iW iV a giYeQ WhaW aQ\ dUXg QRW SUeVcUibed b\ a dRcWRU PXVW iQhibiW SURdXcWiYiW\ aQd VeOf-cRQWURO. 

WiWh WheVe beOiefV iQ PiQd, CRQgUeVV¶V 1968 YRWe WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV iV SeUfecWO\ 
cRPSUeheQVibOe. The fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW¶V SRViWiRQ ZaV WhaW aQ\ dUXg ZiWhRXW XQdRXbWed PedicaO 
SRWeQWiaO RXghW WR be cUiPiQaOi]ed, ViQce dUXg XVeUV ZRXOd iQeYiWabO\ be dUiYeQ WR OiVWOeVVQeVV, if 
QRW YiROeQce. SiQce e[SeUWV ZeUe QRW ZiOOiQg WR YRXch fRU SV\chedeOicV¶ PedicaO SRWeQWiaO, aQd 
UecUeaWiRQaO XVe ZaV acceOeUaWiQg, fedeUaO OaZPaNeUV chRVe WR addUeVV Whe iVVXe Whe VaPe Za\ Whe\ 
had addUeVVed dUXg SURbOePV ViQce Whe WXUQ Rf Whe ceQWXU\²VeYeUe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

DReV WhaW PeaQ WhaW SV\chedeOicV ZRXOd haYe UePaiQed OegaO if PRUe e[SeUWV had beeQ ZiOOiQg 
WR YRXch fRU WheiU VafeW\ aQd PedicaO efficac\? PURbabO\ QRW²Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN 
ZRXOd haYe gXaUaQWeed cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ VRRQeU RU OaWeU, aV iW haV fRU QeaUO\ eYeU\ RWheU iQWR[icaWiQg 
VXbVWaQce (WRbaccR aQd caffeiQe QRWZiWhVWaQdiQg). HRZeYeU, Whe severit\ Rf SV\chedeOic 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iV diUecWO\ aWWUibXWabOe WR Whe SeUceiYed OacN Rf PedicaO beQefiWV. AV eYideQce, ORRN 
WR aPSheWaPiQeV, Zhich ZeUe e[WUePeO\ SRSXOaU iQ Whe 1960V fRU UecUeaWiRQaO XVe, aQd aUe PRUe 
daQgeURXV aQd addicWiYe WhaQ SV\chedeOicV b\ eYeU\ PeaVXUe. APSheWaPiQeV ZeUe cUiPiQaOi]ed 
aV ZeOO, aURXQd Whe VaPe WiPe aV SV\chedeOicV, bXW Whe SeQaOWieV fRU iOOiciW aPSheWaPiQe SRVVeVViRQ 
RU VaOe ZeUe faU OeVV VWUiQgeQW (Ba\eU 1989, 24). CUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iWVeOf ZaV PRVW diUecWO\ dXe WR Whe 
aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, bXW Whe degUee Rf cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV a UeVXOW Rf SV\chedeOicV¶ 
abaQdRQPeQW b\ Whe SV\chiaWUic cRPPXQiW\. 
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6.2.4. DRUG HYSTERIA, PARTISON POLITICS, AND THE 1968 ELECTION 

Of cRXUVe, Whe WiPiQg Rf Whe deciViRQ ZaV QRW eQWiUeO\ cRiQcideQWaO. AV iV diVcXVVed iQ Whe MRUaO 
PaQic VecWiRQ, Whe fedeUaO SXVh WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV SUeceded Whe PRUaO SaQic Zhich 
VXUURXQded dUXgV iQ Whe OaWe 1960V. HRZeYeU, b\ 1968, Whe PRUaO SaQic ZaV iQ fXOO VZiQg. 
CaSiWaOi]iQg RQ WhiV aQ[ieW\, Whe Ni[RQ caPSaigQ highOighWed dUXg abXVe aV RQe Rf Whe QaWiRQ¶V 
PRVW SUeVViQg iVVXeV (Lee aQd ShOaiQ 1985, 221; MaVViQg 1998, 97 ; Siff 2015, 184-185). WheQ 
CRQgUeVV YRWed RQ Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf LSD cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, each OegiVOaWRU PXVW haYe beeQ acXWeO\ 
aZaUe WhaW a SUeVideQWiaO eOecWiRQ ZaV MXVW RYeU Whe hRUi]RQ, aQd WhaW WheiU YRWiQg UecRUd RQ dUXg 
OegiVOaWiRQ ZRXOd be WhRURXghO\ VcUXWiQi]ed. 

WiWh dUXgV VR SURPiQeQW iQ Whe SXbOic e\e, YRWiQg agaiQVW Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV 
ZRXOd be a UiVN\ PRYe. DXe WR Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN, APeUicaQ SROiWiciaQV RQ eiWheU Vide 
Rf Whe aiVOe ZhR daUe WR VSeaN RXW agaiQVW SURhibiWiRQiVW SROicieV aUe bUaQded ³VRfW RQ dUXgV´ (FiVh 
1998a, 2). EVSeciaOO\ ZiWh a PRUaO SaQic iQ fXOO VZiQg, YRWiQg fRU cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV Whe SROiWicaOO\ 
e[SedieQW chRice, iQdeSeQdeQW Rf Whe OaZPaNeUV¶ RZQ beOiefV. Of cRXUVe, WheiU beOiefV PaWWeUed; 
MRUgaQ RbVeUYeV WhaW dUXg SURhibiWiRQ iV aOPRVW QeYeU dXe WR eOecWRUaO iQceQWiYeV aORQe (1981, i[). 
BXW, iQ addiWiRQ WR Whe geQXiQe PRUaO RXWUage WhaW gRYeUQPeQW RfficiaOV feOW abRXW UecUeaWiRQaO 
dUXg XVe, Whe 1968 eOecWiRQ SURYided a cRPSeOOiQg UeaVRQ WR YRWe ³\eV´ RQ cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

IW iV iPSRUWaQW WR QRWe WhaW, WhRXgh Whe eOecWiRQ XQdRXbWedO\ SOa\ed a UROe, baQQiQg 
SV\chedeOicV ZaV QRW a SaUWiVaQ iVVXe. Of cRXUVe, Ni[RQ aQd hiV VXSSRUWeUV ZeUe ReSXbOicaQV, bXW 
PRVW DePRcUaWV ZeUe ViPiOaUO\ ORaWh WR WROeUaWe UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe. IQ 1965, Whe DUXg AbXVe 
CRQWURO APeQdPeQWV (DACA), Zhich baQQed Whe XQaXWhRUi]ed VaOe aQd PaQXfacWXUe Rf 
SV\chedeOicV, SaVVed CRQgUeVV XQaQiPRXVO\ (GRYTUacN Q.d. a). TheQ, iQ 1968, Whe aPeQdPeQW WR 
DACA WhaW cUiPiQaOi]ed SeUVRQaO SRVVeVViRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV SaVVed Whe HRXVe Rf ReSUeVeQWaWiYeV 
b\ a YRWe Rf 320-2 (GRYTUacN Q.d. b). FiQaOO\, iQ 1970 CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQce AcW, Zhich SOaced 
SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe VWUicWeVW SRVVibOe eQfRUcePeQW caWegRU\, SaVVed iQ Whe HRXVe b\ a YRWe Rf 341-
6. IQ Whe SeQaWe, WheUe ZaV QRW a ViQgOe ³QR´ YRWe (GRYTUacN Q.d. c). TheVe QeaUO\ XQcRQWeVWed 
YRWeV iPSO\ WhaW, iQ Whe OaWe 1960V, Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN dRPiQaWed Whe PiQdV Rf YRWeUV 
aQd SROiWiciaQV VR WhRURXghO\ WhaW RSSRViQg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV XQWhiQNabOe, UegaUdOeVV Rf SaUW\ 
affiOiaWiRQ. 

6.2.5. EXPORTING MORALITY 

OQe TXeVWiRQ UePaiQV²hRZ dReV WhiV WheRU\ VTXaUe ZiWh Whe 1971 UN CRQYeQWiRQ RQ 
PV\chRWURSic SXbVWaQceV? AV diVcXVVed iQ Whe MeWhRdV SecWiRQ, Whe dRPeVWic SROiWicV Rf RWheU UN 
PePbeU QaWiRQV aUe RXWVide Whe VcRSe Rf WhiV aQaO\ViV. SiQce WhiV SaSeU haV aOUead\ eVWabOiVhed 
WhaW Whe US ZaV QRW Whe SUiPaU\ dUiYeU Rf SV\chedeOicV¶ iQcOXViRQ iQ Whe CRQYeQWiRQ, iW caQ RQO\ 
VSecXOaWe aV WR Whe caXVe. TheUe iV eYideQce, hRZeYeU, WR VXggeVW WhaW Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO 
fUaPeZRUN e[WeQdV WR Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO VSheUe.  

The 1971 CRQYeQWiRQ, OiNe US dUXg SROic\, ORRNV WR PedicaO SRWeQWiaO befRUe cRQVideUiQg 
RbMecWiYe UiVN. IQ facW, QRWeV aQ e\eZiWQeVV accRXQW Rf Whe CRQYeQWiRQ, Whe degUee WR Zhich a dUXg 
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ZaV cUiPiQaOi]ed iQ 1971 ZaV aOPRVW e[cOXViYeO\ deWeUPiQed b\ PedicaO SRWeQWiaO. The 
CRQYeQWiRQ, he Va\V, ³cRQViVWV Rf WZR WUeaWieV: RQe fRU µVWUeeW dUXg¶ haOOXciQRgeQV iQ SchedXOe I aQd 
RQe fRU ShaUPaceXWicaOV iQ SchedXOe II, III aQd IV. TheUe aUe e[WUePeO\ VWUicW cRQWURO PeaVXUeV 
fRU SchedXOe I VXbVWaQceV aQd YeU\ ZeaN RQeV fRU SchedXOe II aQd III VXbVWaQceV aQd QRWhiQg fRU 
SchedXOe IV´ (Ba\eU 1989, 24). TheVe ShaUPaceXWicaOV, QaPeO\ aPSheWaPiQeV aQd WUaQTXiOi]eUV, 
haYe ZeOO-eVWabOiVhed PedicaO aSSOicaWiRQV, bXW aUe aOVR faU PRUe daQgeURXV aQd addicWiYe WhaQ 
SV\chedeOicV (NXWW aQd PhiOOiSV, 2010, 1591). ThiV iPSOieV WhaW VchedXOiQg deciViRQV ZeUe baVed 
aOPRVW e[cOXViYeO\ RQ PedicaO XWiOiW\, ZiWh OiWWOe aWWeQWiRQ Said WR RWheU chaUacWeUiVWicV.  

TR e[SOaiQ hRZ APeUicaQ PRUaOV PighW haYe VhaSed iQWeUQaWiRQaO dUXg OaZ, O¶MaQiTXe 
iQYRNeV a SheQRPeQRQ caOOed ³iQWeUQaWiRQaO QRUP diffXViRQ´ (2014, 5). The US¶V RXWVi]e UROe iQ 
VhaSiQg Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ UegiPe, Vhe aUgXeV, Pa\ haYe fXQcWiRQaOO\ 
e[SRUWed iWV aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN WR RWheU QaWiRQV. A fUXiWfXO aYeQXe fRU fXWXUe UeVeaUch 
ZRXOd be WR eYaOXaWe WhiV cOaiP, SeUhaSV b\ ORRNiQg WR Whe dRPeVWic SROiWicV Rf RWheU cRXQWUieV ZhR 
adYRcaWed fRU SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, VXch aV RXVVia.  

7. CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION 

The SUecediQg SageV e[aPiQe aQ Rdd SheQRPeQRQ iQ APeUicaQ SROiWicV. IQ Whe 1950V, 
SV\chedeOicV VeePed VeW WR UeYROXWiRQi]e PeQWaO heaOWhcaUe. A UeOaWiYeO\ Vafe cOaVV Rf VXbVWaQceV 
ZiWh e[WUaRUdiQaU\ UeVXOWV iQ eaUO\ e[SeUiPeQWV, SV\chedeOicV cRXOd haYe MRiQed aQWi-SV\chRWicV 
aQd WUaQTXiOi]eUV iQ Whe cRUe SV\chiaWUic WRRONiW. IQVWead, iQ 1968, Whe US fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW YRWed 
WR cUiPiQaOi]e Whe SeUVRQaO SRVVeVViRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV aQd SURhibiW WheiU PedicaO XVe eQWiUeO\. 
HRZ caQ WhiV VeUieV Rf eYeQWV be e[SOaiQed? 

TR aQVZeU WhiV TXeVWiRQ, WhiV WheViV XVed a TXaOiWaWiYe SURceVV-WUaciQg PeWhRd, deWaiOed iQ Whe 
MeWhRdV VecWiRQ. B\ cROOecWiQg aQd V\QWheVi]iQg a UaQge Rf VecRQdaU\ aQd SUiPaU\ VRXUceV, a 
hiVWRUicaO WiPeOiQe ZaV cRQVWUXcWed. ThiV WiPeOiQe (Vee HiVWRUicaO BacNgURXQd) WUaceV Whe UiVe aQd 
faOO Rf SV\chedeOic XVe iQ Whe US, begiQQiQg ZiWh Whe PiOiWaU\-iQWeOOigeQce cRPPXQiW\¶V VecUeW 
e[SeUiPeQWV ZiWh LSD iQ Whe 1950V. IW deVcUibeV hRZ SV\chedeOicV gUeZ iQWR a cXOWXUaO 
SheQRPeQRQ iQ Whe eaUO\ 1960V aQd Whe cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ SV\chedeOic dUXgV aQd Whe ³hiSSie´ 
cRXQWeUcXOWXUe. FiQaOO\, iW deWaiOV Whe fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW¶V PeaQdeUiQg SaWh WRZaUd 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, begiQQiQg ZiWh QeZ FDA UegXOaWiRQV iQ 1962 aQd cXOPiQaWiQg ZiWh SV\chedeOicV¶ 
iQcOXViRQ iQ SchedXOe I Rf Whe US¶V CRQWUROOed SXbVWaQceV AcW Rf 1970 aQd Whe UN CRQYeQWiRQ RQ 
PV\chRWURSic SXbVWaQceV iQ 1971. 

Ne[W, iQ Whe OiWeUaWXUe UeYieZ, Whe VecRQdaU\ OiWeUaWXUe RQ dUXg SROic\ aQd SV\chedeOic 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ ZaV e[SORUed. MaQ\ iQdeSeQdeQW VRXUceV agUeed WhaW Whe US haV e[hibiWed a 
SaWWeUQ Rf e[SaQdiQg dUXg cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ RYeU Whe SaVW ceQWXU\, begiQQiQg ZiWh Whe effRUWV Rf 
eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\ WePSeUaQce adYRcaWeV, aQd cXOPiQaWiQg iQ Whe RQgRiQg ³WaU RQ DUXgV.´ AV fRU 
Whe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV VSecificaOO\, PRVW VchROaUV iQYRNe Whe cRQceSW Rf ³PRUaO SaQic´ 
WR e[SOaiQ Whe UaSid SROic\ WUaQViWiRQ. IQ Whe Pid-1960V, Whe aUgXPeQW gReV, WheUe ZaV a VXddeQ 
e[SORViRQ Rf Pedia aWWeQWiRQ Said WR SV\chedeOicV, aOPRVW eQWiUeO\ QegaWiYe. The Pedia UXVhed WR 
caSiWaOi]e RQ SXbOic cRQceUQV b\ SXbOiVhiQg XQcRUURbRUaWed VWRUieV Rf SV\chedeOic XVeUV ZhR had 
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died, gRQe iQVaQe, RU cRPPiWWed heiQRXV acWV XQdeU Whe iQfOXeQce. The UeVXOWiQg ZaYe Rf SXbOic 
h\VWeUia fRUced Whe gRYeUQPeQW¶V haQd, aQd Whe\ cUiPiQaOi]ed SV\chedeOicV WR VRRWhe Whe feaUV Rf 
Whe PaVVeV (GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda 2009). TheUe aUe YaUiaWiRQV RQ Whe PRUaO SaQic h\SRWheViV, 
VXch aV DiPaROR¶V (2018) WheRU\ WhaW Whe PRUaO SaQic ZaV deOibeUaWeO\ eQgiQeeUed b\ Whe 
gRYeUQPeQW iQ RUdeU WR cUiPiQaOi]e Whe hiSSie cRPPXQiW\. HRZeYeU, PRVW VchROaUV acceSW Whe cRUe 
aUgXPeQW WhaW QegaWiYe Pedia UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd SXbOic h\VWeUia ZeUe Whe SUiPaU\ caXVeV Rf 
SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

The MRUaO PaQic VecWiRQ Rf WhiV WheViV eYaOXaWed Whe PRUaO SaQic aUgXPeQW agaiQVW Whe 
hiVWRUicaO UecRUd. TheUe ZaV VXbVWaQWiaO eYideQce WR VXSSRUW Whe fiUVW haOf Rf Whe VWRU\²WheUe ZaV 
XQdRXbWabO\ a VXUge Rf QegaWiYe Pedia SRUWUa\aOV Rf SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe Pid WR OaWe 1960V. 
AddiWiRQaOO\, PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ RffeUV PaQ\ RWheU heOSfXO e[SOaQaWRU\ WRROV. FRU e[aPSOe, Whe 
cRQceSW Rf ³fRON deYiOV´ heOSV e[SOaiQ Zh\ hiSSieV aQd RWheU SV\chedeOic XVeUV faced VXch e[ceVViYe 
SeUVecXWiRQ aQd dePRQi]aWiRQ. PaUWicXOaUO\, Whe QRWiRQ Rf ³VSXUiRXV aWWUibXWiRQ´ heOSV e[SOaiQ 
Zh\ SV\chedeOic XVeUV ZeUe VR fUeTXeQWO\ caVW aV YiROeQW RU SURQe WR cUiPe, deVSiWe cOeaU eYideQce 
WR Whe cRQWUaU\ (CRheQ 1972, 54-55). 

HRZeYeU, aOWhRXgh PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ heOSV WR e[SOaiQ PaQ\ Rf Whe eYeQWV WhaW RccXUUed iQ 
cRQMXQcWiRQ ZiWh SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, iW faOOV VhRUW iQ e[SOaiQiQg Zh\ Whe dUXgV ZeUe 
cUiPiQaOi]ed. MRVW RbYiRXVO\, Whe FDA had aOUead\ beeQ WighWeQiQg cRQWUROV RQ SV\chedeOic 
UeVeaUch fRU \eaUV, aQd Whe SeQaWe had aOUead\ cRQdXcWed iWV 1966 heaUiQgV RQ LSD 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, befRUe Whe PRUaO SaQic eYeU begaQ. MRUeRYeU, gRYeUQPeQW acWRUV aSSURached 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ VORZO\, deOibeUaWeO\, aQd ZiWh e[WeQViYe iQSXW fURP iQdeSeQdeQW e[SeUWV. ThiV dReV 
QRW aOigQ ZiWh Whe NQee-MeUN gRYeUQaQce WhaW WeQdV WR fROORZ a PRUaO SaQic (CRheQ 1972, 133-138). 
FiQaOO\, Whe PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ iV eQWiUeO\ XQabOe WR e[SOaiQ Whe gORbaO cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf 
SV\chedeOicV. The US ZaV QRW RQe Rf Whe SUiPaU\ adYRcaWeV fRU SV\chedeOicV¶ iQcOXViRQ iQ Whe 1971 
CRQYeQWiRQ RQ PV\chRWURSic DUXgV, VR APeUicaQ SROiWicV cRXOd QRW haYe SRVVibO\ caXVed WhaW 
RXWcRPe. TR UecRQciOe Whe VWUeQgWhV Rf PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ ZiWh iWV ZeaNQeVVeV, Whe AOWeUQaWiYe 
TheRU\ VecWiRQ Rf WhiV WheViV SURYideV a PRUe QXaQced accRXQW Rf SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

ThaW VecWiRQ aUgXeV WhaW, dXe WR Whe APeUicaQ PURWeVWaQW cXOWXUe aQd Whe SRSXOaUiW\ Rf RSiXP, 
Whe WXUQ Rf Whe ceQWXU\ VaZ a PRUaO cUXVade agaiQVW iQWR[icaWiRQ Rf aOO NiQdV. ThiV cUXVade UeVXOWed 
QRW RQO\ iQ PURhibiWiRQ, bXW iQ a VeW Rf cXOWXUaO VWeUeRW\SeV aQd PRUaO cRQYicWiRQV VXUURXQdiQg 
dUXg XVe. SiQce WheQ, PRVW fedeUaO OaZPaNeUV, aV ZeOO aV WheiU cRQVWiWXeQWV, haYe beOieYed WhaW 
UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe iQYaUiabO\ VaSV Whe XVeU¶V SURdXcWiYiW\ aQd VeOf-cRQWURO, SURPRWiQg cUiPe 
aQd YiROeQce. AV VXch, Whe RQO\ aSSURSUiaWe UeVSRQVe WR aQ\ QRYeO SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQce ZiWhRXW 
PedicaO SRWeQWiaO ZaV VeYeUe cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

IW ZaV ZiWh WheVe beOiefV iQ PiQd WhaW fedeUaO OegiVOaWRUV cRQVideUed cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe OaWe 
1960V. AW Whe WiPe, SV\chedeOicV ZeUe UeOaWiYeO\ XQWeVWed, aSSeaUed WR haYe VeYeUaO OegiWiPaWe 
UiVNV, aQd fOeZ iQ Whe face Rf PaQ\ Rf SV\chiaWU\¶V cRQYeQWiRQaO aVVXPSWiRQV. AddiWiRQaOO\, 
SV\chedeOicV¶ UeSXWaWiRQ ZaV WaUQiVhed b\ WheiU XVe aV aQ iQVWUXPeQW Rf WRUWXUe b\ US PiOiWaU\ 
iQWeOOigeQce ageQcieV, aQd b\ WheiU aVVRciaWiRQ ZiWh cRQWURYeUViaO SXbOic figXUeV OiNe TiP LeaU\. 
TheUefRUe, feZ UeSXWabOe PedicaO SURfeVViRQaOV ZeUe ZiOOiQg WR eQdRUVe WheP aV a PediciQe dXUiQg 
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Whe 1966 SeQaWe heaUiQgV aQd RWheU cRQWePSRUaQeRXV iQYeVWigaWiRQV. AOWhRXgh WhRVe VaPe 
e[SeUWV adYRcaWed agaiQVW cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, fRU OaZPaNeUV aQd Oa\SeRSOe iW aSSeaUed WR be Whe 
QaWXUaO RSWiRQ. AV fRU Whe iQWeUQaWiRQaO deciViRQ WR cUiPiQaOi]e SV\chedeOicV iQ 1971, WhiV Pa\ be 
aW OeaVW iQ SaUW Whe UeVXOW Rf APeUicaQ iQfOXeQce RQ gORbaO cXOWXUe aQd PRUaO beOiefV. HRZeYeU, 
WheUe aUe OiNeO\ PaQ\ RWheU cRQWUibXWiQg facWRUV, VXch aV Whe dRPeVWic SROiWicV aQd cXOWXUe Rf RWheU 
UN PePbeU VWaWeV, WhaW SOa\ a UROe aV ZeOO. SR, aOWhRXgh cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ iQ Whe US iV e[SOaiQed 
ZeOO b\ WhiV WheRU\, fXUWheU UeVeaUch ZiOO be QeceVVaU\ WR e[SOaiQ gORbaO cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. 

ThiV WheViV iV heaYiO\ iQdebWed WR SUiRU iQYeVWigaWiRQV. The PaMRUiW\ Rf Whe hiVWRUicaO 
iQfRUPaWiRQ iQcOXded heUe haV aOUead\ beeQ UeSRUWed iQ PXch PRUe e[WeQViYe deWaiO b\ Lee aQd 
ShOaiQ¶V Acid Dreams, Siff¶V Acid H\pe, SWeYeQV¶V Storming Heaven, aQd PROOaQ¶V How to Change 
Your Mind, aPRQg RWheUV. ThiV SaSeU bXiOdV XSRQ Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf WheVe ZeOO-UeVeaUched 
accRXQWV aQd checNed WheP agaiQVW each RWheU, RWheU VecRQdaU\ VRXUceV, aQd Whe aYaiOabOe 
SUiPaU\ VRXUce eYideQce. IW iV WhURXgh WhiV SURceVV WhaW Whe accRXQW Rf hiVWRUicaO eYeQWV deVcUibed 
iQ WhiV WheViV ZaV deYeORSed. 

ThiV VWXd\ iV aOVR faU fURP Whe fiUVW WR deVcUibe Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN iQ Whe US. MRVW 
QRWabOe, SeUhaSV, iV MRUgaQ¶V 1981 ZRUN Drugs in America, aQ iQ-deSWh e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe 
hiVWRU\ aQd cXOWXUe VXUURXQdiQg US dUXg SROic\. AddiWiRQaOO\, iQ WheiU aQaO\ViV Rf Whe APeUicaQ 
diVcRXUVe VXUURXQdiQg dUXgV, VaW] aQd WeiQbeUg deYRWe cRQVideUabOe aWWeQWiRQ WR Whe SRSXOaU 
QRWiRQ Rf dUXgV aV iQYaUiabO\ daQgeURXV aQd a PaMRU caXVe Rf cUiPe (1998, 64-66). ThiV WheViV 
e[SaQdV RQ WheVe aQaO\VeV aQd iQWegUaWeV WheP ZiWh RWheU OiWeUaWXUe dRcXPeQWiQg Whe hiVWRU\ Rf 
dUXg-UeOaWed PRUaO SaQicV iQ Whe US, VXch aV GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda¶V 2009 ZRUN RQ Whe VXbMecW. 

MRUaO SaQicV, WhiV SaSeU aUgXeV, ePeUge RccaViRQaOO\ aV a diUecW UeVXOW Rf Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO 
fUaPeZRUN. HRZeYeU, cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf dUXgV iV QRW aOZa\V a UeVXOW Rf PRUaO SaQicV²Whe aQWi-
dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN eQVXUeV WhaW, ZheQ QeZ SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQceV ePeUge, OaZPaNeUV WeQd 
WR Vee cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ aV a defaXOW RSWiRQ, UegaUdOeVV Rf ZheWheU Whe SXbOic iV highO\ cRQceUQed. 
ThiV aOigQV QeaWO\ ZiWh HaZdRQ¶V (1998) aQaO\ViV Rf Whe VWaWe¶V UROe iQ geQeUaWiQg PRUaO SaQicV. 
RaWheU WhaQ PeUeO\ WUaQVOaWiQg SXbOic RSiQiRQ iQWR OaZ, he ZUiWeV, ³VWaWe iQiWiaWiYeV UegaUdiQg 
dUXgV RfWeQ SUecede SXbOic RSiQiRQ aQd cUeaWe cRQceUQ iQdeSeQdeQWO\ Rf Whe RbMecWiYe e[WeQW RU 
VeUiRXVQeVV Rf Whe SURbOeP´ (420). EYideQWO\, iQ Whe caVe Rf SV\chedeOicV, WhiV iV SUeciVeO\ ZhaW 
RccXUUed. 

IQ Whe OiWeUaWXUe UeYieZ, VigQificaQW aWWeQWiRQ ZaV Said WR Whe VchROaUO\ debaWe beWZeeQ GRRde 
aQd BeQ-YehXda, Whe PRVW iPSaVViRQed adYRcaWeV Rf Whe PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ Rf SV\chedeOic 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, aQd CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV, iWV PRVW VeYeUe cUiWicV (Vee ³LiWeUaWXUe ReYieZ´). The 
WheRU\ deYeORSed iQ WhiV SaSeU VXggeVWV WhaW bRWh VideV haYe PeUiW, bXW CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV aUe 
PRUe VXcceVVfXO aW e[SOaiQiQg SV\chedeOic cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ. GRRde aQd BeQ-YehXda TXiWe 
SeUVXaViYeO\ aUgXe WhaW Whe UeVSRQVe WR SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe OaWe 1960V ZaV eQWiUeO\ 
diVSURSRUWiRQaWe WR WheiU acWXaO haUPV (2009, 202-205). BXW ZiWhRXW diVSXWiQg WhaW SRiQW, 
CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV cRUUecWO\ RbVeUYe WhaW Whe PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ faiOV WR e[SOaiQ Whe caXWiRXV, 
deOibeUaWiYe PaQQeU iQ Zhich OaZPaNeUV aSSURached Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ (2002, 308). 
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CRUQZeOO aQd LiQdeUV¶V aOWeUQaWiYe WheRU\²WhaW ³SURhibiWiRQ ePeUged fURP a SURceVV Rf 
deOibeUaWiRQ, cRPPXQicaWiRQ, aQd debaWe aPRQg YaUiRXV VegPeQWV Rf Whe SXbOic aV ZeOO aV 
PePbeUV Rf Whe OegiVOaWiYe bRdieV´²iV fXQdaPeQWaOO\ VRXQd (2002, 326). HRZeYeU, Whe\ aUe 
RYeUO\ cUiWicaO Rf PRUaO SaQic WheRU\. AOWhRXgh Whe\ aUe cRUUecW WhaW a PRUaO SaQic aORQe iV 
iQVXfficieQW WR e[SOaiQ SV\chedeOic SURhibiWiRQ, PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ SURYideV a YaUieW\ Rf XVefXO 
aQaORgieV aQd aQaO\WicaO WRROV (Vee Whe diVcXVViRQ Rf fRON deYiOV aQd VSXUiRXV aWWUibXWiRQ abRYe). A 
geQeUaO defeQVe Rf PRUaO SaQic WheRU\ iV be\RQd Whe VcRSe Rf WhiV SaSeU. HRZeYeU, RQe iV iQcOiQed 
WR agUee ZiWh GRRde WhaW, aOWhRXgh iW Pa\ QRW SeUfecWO\ e[SOaiQ eYeU\ iQVWaQce Rf deYiaQWi]aWiRQ, 
³The PRUaO SaQic QRWiRQ cRQWiQXeV WR iOOXPiQaWe VRciaO SURceVVeV aQd deVeUYeV WR UePaiQ iQ Whe 
VRciRORgiVW¶V cRQceSWXaO WRRO-bR[´ (GRRde 2008, 533). 

OQe fiQaO SRiQW beaUV cRQVideUaWiRQ: WRda\, Whe ZiQdV VeeP WR be chaQgiQg fRU SV\chedeOicV 
RQce agaiQ. IQ Whe 21VW ceQWXU\, WheUe haV beeQ a PaMRU UeYiYaO Rf PedicaO UeVeaUch iQWR 
SV\chedeOicV iQ Whe US aV ZeOO aV iQ Whe U.K. aQd SZiW]eUOaQd (RicheUW 2019, 92-93). The FDA haV 
gUaQWed Whe ³bUeaNWhURXgh WheUaS\´ deVigQaWiRQ WR MDMA, Zhich iV cXUUeQWO\ iQ PhaVe 3 efficac\ 
WUiaOV aV a WUeaWPeQW fRU PRVW-TUaXPaWic SWUeVV DiVRUdeU (PTSD) (MAPS Q.d.). OUegRQ UeceQWO\ 
becaPe Whe fiUVW VWaWe WR OegaOi]e SViORc\biQ fRU PedicaO XVe aQd WR decUiPiQaOi]e SRVVeVViQg VPaOO 
aPRXQWV Rf aOO dUXgV, SV\chedeOicV iQcOXded (AcNeU 2020). AddiWiRQaOO\, VeYeUaO US ciWieV haYe 
decUiPiQaOi]ed SV\chedeOicV iQ UeceQW \eaUV, aQd Whe CaOifRUQia OegiVOaWXUe iV cXUUeQWO\ cRQVideUiQg 
a biOO WR decUiPiQaOi]e WheP VWaWeZide (LR]aQR 2021).  

TheVe deYeORSPeQWV RXghW WR be ZeOcRPed. If Whe QeZ UeVeaUch iQWR SV\chedeOicV beaUV RXW 
WheiU PedicaO SRWeQWiaO, aQd Whe\ aUe aXWhRUi]ed fRU SV\chiaWUic XVe, WhaW cRXOd Oead WR TXaOiW\-Rf-
Oife iPSURYePeQWV fRU PiOOiRQV VXffeUiQg fURP addicWiRQ aQd RWheU PeQWaO heaOWh iVVXeV. 
RegaUdOeVV Rf RQe¶V SRViWiRQ RQ UecUeaWiRQaO dUXg XVe, SURYidiQg VicN SaWieQWV ZiWh effecWiYe 
PediciQe VhRXOd be QRQ-cRQWURYeUViaO. FRU WhiV WR haSSeQ, iW iV eVVeQWiaO WhaW fedeUaO cRQWUROV RQ 
SV\chedeOic dUXgV be XSdaWed WR UefOecW Whe gURZiQg cRQVeQVXV WhaW Whe\ aUe PedicaOO\ XVefXO aQd 
SRVe a PiQiPaO SXbOic heaOWh WhUeaW. LiechWi QRWeV iQ 2017 WhaW, deVSiWe Whe UeceQW e[SaQViRQ Rf 
UeVeaUch, VWXd\iQg SV\chedeOicV UePaiQV ³e[WUePeO\ cRVWO\ becaXVe Rf RYeUUegXOaWiRQ . . . Whe 
VchedXOiQg Rf LSD VWiOO iPSedeV RU SURhibiWV cOiQicaO UeVeaUch.´ 

FRUWXQaWeO\, WheUe iV gRRd UeaVRQ fRU RSWiPiVP. GUaQWed, QeR-PXUiWaQiVP UePaiQV Whe 
dRPiQaQW ShiORVRSh\ iQ Whe APeUicaQ dUXg diVcRXUVe (MRURQe 2003, 474). BXW, aOWhRXgh iW iV WRR 
VRRQ WR Va\ fRU VXUe, Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN Pa\ be ORViQg iWV gUiS RQ Whe APeUicaQ 
cROOecWiYe SV\che. NadeOPaQQ aQd LaVaOOe (2017) QRWe WhaW, aOWhRXgh Whe US OagV behiQd PXch Rf 
Whe ZRUOd iQ eYideQce-baVed, haUP UedXcWiRQ dUXg SROicieV, WheUe iV a Zide baVe Rf VXSSRUW SXVhiQg 
OaZPaNeUV iQ WhaW diUecWiRQ. The gURZiQg ZaYe Rf caQQabiV OegaOi]aWiRQ acURVV Whe QaWiRQ iV aQ 
eVSeciaOO\ eQcRXUagiQg VigQ, VXggeVWiQg WhaW YRWeUV aUe becRPiQg OeVV XQeTXiYRcaOO\ VXSSRUWiYe Rf 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ, aQd UecRgQi]iQg Whe haUPV iQfOicWed b\ Whe WaU RQ DUXgV. 

PROOiQg beaUV WhiV RXW; iQ 2014, a PeZ ReVeaUch CeQWeU VXUYe\ deWeUPiQed WhaW WZR WhiUdV Rf 
APeUicaQV ZRXOd SUefeU fRU dUXg SROic\ WR VhifW aZa\ fURP cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ aQd WRZaUd a PRUe 
SXbOic heaOWh-RUieQWed aSSURach. I WheRUi]e iQ a SUeYiRXV SaSeU WhaW WhiV iV iQ SaUW dXe WR Whe heaY\ 
WROO Whe RQgRiQg RSiRid eSidePic haV iQfOicWed RQ ZhiWe, XSSeU-PiddOe cOaVV APeUica. ³FiUVWhaQd 
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e[SeUieQce Pa\ be chaQgiQg Whe dRPiQaQW QaUUaWiYeV aPRQg WheVe SRZeUfXO VRciaO gURXSV,´ I 
aUgXe. ³IW iV haUd WR adYRcaWe fRU dUXg addicWV WR be iPSUiVRQed UaWheU WhaQ WUeaWed if Whe addicW iQ 
TXeVWiRQ iV \RXU chiOd, VSRXVe, RU cORVe fUieQd´ (SSURXO 2019, 20-21).  

AOWhRXgh cXOWXUaO QRUPV aQd VWeUeRW\SeV aUe VORZ WR chaQge, Whe US Pa\ haYe fiQaOO\ Ueached 
a WiSSiQg SRiQW, aQd QRW a PRPeQW WRR VRRQ. EYeQ igQRUiQg Whe PedicaO SRVVibiOiWieV, Whe haVW\ 
cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf SV\chedeOicV haV caXVed decadeV Rf haUP. OQ Whe bOacN PaUNeW, faU PRUe 
daQgeURXV VXbVWaQceV aUe RfWeQ VROd aV ³LSD,´ caXViQg eQWiUeO\ SUeYeQWabOe RYeUdRVeV aQd deaWhV 
(DEA 2013; KRhQ 2018). IQdeed, cRQVideUiQg Whe UeOaWiYe VafeW\ Rf SV\chedeOicV, cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ 
haV aOPRVW ceUWaiQO\ caXVed PRUe deaWhV WhaQ iW haV SUeYeQWed. ThiV MXVW RQe Rf a ORQg VeUieV Rf iOO-
adYiVed SROic\ deciViRQV dUiYeQ b\ Whe aQWi-dUXg PRUaO fUaPeZRUN. FiVh Va\V iW beVW: ³if Ze ZaQW 
WR iPSURYe RXU cXUUeQW dUXg SROic\, Ze VhRXOd baVe RXU WhiQNiQg RQ RbVeUYabOe eYideQce aQd ORgic 
UaWheU WhaQ . . . VRciaO SUeMXdiceV´ (1998b, 18). The US haV VSeQW biOOiRQV Rf dROOaUV, WhURZQ PiOOiRQV 
Rf QRQ-YiROeQW RffeQdeUV behiQd baUV, aQd OefW iQQXPeUabOe PedicaO adYaQceV XQdiVcRYeUed, \eW iV 
QR cORVeU WR VROYiQg Whe dUXg SURbOeP WhaQ iW ZaV a ceQWXU\ agR (The EcRQRPiVW 2018; ShXOW] aQd 
AVSe 2016). MaQ\ APeUicaQV aUe fiQaOO\ Uead\ WR WU\ VRPeWhiQg diffeUeQW, aQd WhaW iV VRPeWhiQg 
WR ceOebUaWe. 

GLOSSARY 

A\ahXaVca: A SV\chedeOic heUbaO bUeZ XVed fRU ceQWXUieV b\ IQdigeQRXV APa]RQiaQ WUibeV fRU 
UiWXaO SXUSRVeV. CRQWaiQV DMT (Vee beORZ) aV ZeOO aV PRQRaPiQe R[idaVe iQhibiWRUV (MAOIV), 
eQabOiQg Whe DMT WR be abVRUbed RUaOO\. The effecWV Rf a\ahXaVca aUe faU ORQgeU OaVWiQg WhaQ 
YaSRUi]ed DMT, aQd YeU\ iQWeQVe eYeQ UeOaWiYe WR RWheU haOOXciQRgeQV. CRQVeTXeQWO\, UecUeaWiRQaO 
XVe iV UaUe. (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 128-129). 

Bad TUiS: CROORTXiaO WeUP fRU Whe PRVW cRPPRQ adYeUVe effecW Rf haOOXciQRgeQ XVe: acXWe, 
iQWeQVeO\ XQSOeaVaQW ePRWiRQV VXch aV feaU RU deVSaiU, geQeUaOO\ cRXSOed ZiWh diVWXUbiQg WhRXghWV 
aQd/RU haOOXciQaWiRQV. AOWhRXgh diVWUeVViQg, VXch e[SeUieQceV dR QRW geQeUaOO\ caXVe OaVWiQg 
haUP, XQOeVV Whe XVeU¶V SaQic caXVeV WheP WR iQadYeUWeQWO\ hXUW WhePVeOYeV (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 
110). ReVeaUch VXggeVWV WhaW bad WUiSV aUe RfWeQ a UeVXOW Rf Whe XVeU¶V e[SecWaWiRQV aQd PiQdVeW 
(BXQce 1979). The\ caQ be PiWigaWed b\ Whe UeaVVXUiQg SUeVeQce Rf RWheUV ZhR aUe faPiOiaU ZiWh 
SV\chedeOicV (BecNeU 1967). 

CaQQabiV (a.N.a PaUiMXaQa, Zeed, SRW, gUaVV, eWc): A SOaQW WhaW, ZheQ VPRNed RU eaWeQ, 
SURdXceV Zide-UaQgiQg aQd XQiTXe SV\chRacWiYe effecWV²iW iV aPRQg Whe PRVW SRSXOaU 
UecUeaWiRQaO dUXgV. AOWhRXgh QRW VWUicWO\ caWegRUi]ed aV a haOOXciQRgeQ, caQQabiV haV 
haOOXciQRgeQic SURSeUWieV, SaUWicXOaUO\ ZheQ eaWeQ (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 174-175). 

DMT (a.N.a. VSice, bXViQeVVPaQ¶V VSeciaO, Whe VSiUiW PROecXOe): N, N-diPeWh\OWU\SWaPiQe, a 
SV\chedeOic dUXg deUiYed fURP ceUWaiQ APa]RQiaQ SOaQWV. IQ iWV SXUe fRUP, DMT caQ be YaSRUi]ed 
aQd iQhaOed WR SURdXce aQ e[WUePeO\ iQWeQVe bXW VhRUW-OiYed (OeVV WhaQ 30 PiQ) SV\chedeOic 
e[SeUieQce. DMT caQ aOVR be cRQVXPed RUaOO\ if cRPbiQed ZiWh a MAOI²Vee ³A\ahXaVca´ (KXhQ 
eW aO. 2019, 125-126, 128-129). 
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DUXg: AOWhRXgh Whe WeUP haV QR ViQgOe defiQiWiRQ, iW iV heUe XVed WR VSecificaOO\ UefeU WR iOOiciW 
SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQceV, RU SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQceV XVed iOOiciWO\ (e.g. XVe Rf RSiaWeV RU 
aPSheWaPiQeV ZiWhRXW a SUeVcUiSWiRQ). NRQ-SV\chRacWiYe PedicaWiRQV (e.g. aVSiUiQ) aQd 
SV\chRacWiYe chePicaOV Zhich aUe geQeUaOO\ OegaO aQd VRciaOO\ acceSWed (e.g. aOcRhRO, SUeVcUibed 
SV\chiaWUic PedicaWiRQV) aUe e[cOXded.  

EcVWaV\: GeQeUaOO\ UefeUV WR MDMA RU ViPiOaU cRPSRXQdV (e.g. MDA) VROd iQ SiOO fRUP (KXhQ 
eW aO. 2019, 96-101). AddiWiRQaOO\, RQ Whe bOacN PaUNeW, SiOOV VROd aV ³ecVWaV\´ RfWeQ cRQWaiQ 
daQgeURXV adXOWeUaQWV (e.g. PeWhaPSheWaPiQe), aQd RfWeQ cRQWaiQ QR geQXiQe MDMA aW aOO (98-
99). 

HaOOXciQRgeQ/HaOOXciQRgeQic DUXg: A SV\chRacWiYe dUXg ZiWh Whe effecW Rf iQdXciQg 
haOOXciQaWiRQV aQd aOWeUiQg a XVeU¶V SeUceSWiRQ Rf UeaOiW\. ThiV caWegRU\ iQcOXdeV cOaVVicaO 
SV\chedeOic dUXgV (See ³PV\chedeOic DUXg´) aV ZeOO aV a UaQge Rf RWheU VXbVWaQceV. TheVe RWheU 
VXbVWaQceV iQcOXde diVVRciaWiYe aQeVWheWicV OiNe PCP aQd NeWaPiQe, beOOadRQQa aONaORidV OiNe WhRVe 
fRXQd iQ JiPVRQZeed, aQd aW\SicaO haOOXciQRgeQV VXch aV Salvia divinorum (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 
109). 

LSD (a.N.a. acid, bORWWeU, WabV, LXc\, eWc): L\VeUgic acid dieWh\OaPide RU LSD-25, aQ e[WUePeO\ 
SRWeQW SV\chedeOic dUXg diVcRYeUed iQ 1938 b\ SaQdR] LabRUaWRUieV. LSD iV b\ faU Whe beVW-NQRZQ 
SV\chedeOic, aQd Whe VWaQdaUd b\ Zhich aOO RWheUV aUe PeaVXUed (DUXg PROic\ AOOiaQce 2017; KXhQ 
eW aO. 2019, 118-119). 

MaUiMXaQa: See ³CaQQabiV.´ The WeUP ³PaUiMXaQa´ ePeUged iQWR SRSXOaU EQgOiVh XVage iQ Whe 
eaUO\ 20Wh ceQWXU\, aV cUiPiQaOi]aWiRQ adYRcaWeV aWWePSWed WR aVVRciaWe caQQabiV XVe ZiWh Me[icaQ 
iPPigUaQWV. ³CaQQabiV´ iV a OeVV SURbOePaWic aOWeUQaWiYe (HaOSeUiQ 2018). 

MDMA (a.N.a. EcVWaV\, MROO\): MeWh\OeQediR[\PeWhaPSheWaPiQe, a XQiTXe dUXg ZiWh bRWh 
VWiPXOaQW aQd haOOXciQRgeQic SURSeUWieV. AOWhRXgh iW dReV acW RQ Whe VeURWRQiQ V\VWeP WR iQdXce 
haOOXciQaWiRQV, MDMA RSeUaWeV WhURXgh diffeUeQW QeXURORgicaO PechaQiVPV aQd haV a diffeUeQW 
UiVN SURfiOe WhaQ ³cOaVVicaO´ SV\chedeOicV OiNe LSD. TheUefRUe, PRVW dUXg UeVeaUcheUV SOace MDMA 
aQd iWV UeOaWiYeV iQ a cOaVV Rf WheiU RZQ: ³eQWacWRgeQV.´ MDMA ZaV QRW XVed UecUeaWiRQaOO\ XQWiO 
abRXW 1980, VR iW did QRW SOa\ a UROe iQ PRVW Rf Whe eYeQWV diVcXVVed iQ WhiV WheViV (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 
96-101). 

MeVcaOiQe: The SV\chedeOic cRPSRXQd UeVSRQVibOe fRU Whe effecWV Rf Se\RWe aQd RWheU 
SV\chRacWiYe cacWi. HaV beeQ XVed b\ NRUWh APeUicaQ WUibeV fRU UiWXaO SXUSRVeV fRU PiOOeQQia. 
LegaO iQ VRPe US VWaWeV fRU UeOigiRXV XVe, RWheUZiVe VXbMecW WR Whe VaPe cUiPiQaO SeQaOWieV aV RWheU 
SV\chedeOicV (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 126-127).  

MXVhURRPV (a.N.a. Pagic PXVhURRPV, VhURRPV): GeQeUaOO\, UefeUV WR SViORc\biQ PXVhURRPV 
(Vee ³PViORc\biQ´). Ma\ UaUeO\ UefeU WR RWheU haOOXciQRgeQic PXVhURRP YaUieWieV, VXch aV Amanita 
muscaria (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 121, 124). 

Pe\RWe: See ³MeVcaOiQe.´ 
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PViORc\biQ: The cRPSRXQd UeVSRQVibOe fRU Whe effecWV Rf SV\chedeOic PXVhURRPV. WaV XVed fRU 
UiWXaO SXUSRVeV b\ Me[icaQ aQd CeQWUaO APeUicaQ WUibeV fRU PiOOeQQia bXW ZaV PRVWO\ XQNQRZQ 
WR EXURSeaQ-APeUicaQV XQWiO Whe 1930V. The VecRQd beVW-NQRZQ SV\chedeOic, afWeU iWV cORVe cRXViQ 
LSD (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 121). 

PV\chedeOic DUXg: A haOOXciQRgeQic chePicaO WhaW SURdXceV SURfRXQd chaQgeV iQ SeUceSWiRQ, 
cRgQiWiRQ, aQd PRRd b\ acWiQg RQ Whe VeURWRQiQ V\VWeP. E[aPSOeV iQcOXde LSD, SViORc\biQ, DMT, 
aQd PeVcaOiQe. DiVWiQcW fURP RWheU W\SeV Rf haOOXciQRgeQ WhaW achieYe WheiU effecWV WhURXgh 
PechaQiVPV RWheU WhaQ Whe VeURWRQiQ V\VWeP (See ³HaOOXciQRgeQ´). WheWheU MDMA VhRXOd be 
iQcOXded iV debaWabOe (Vee ³MDMA´) (KXhQ eW aO. 2019, 133).  

PV\chRacWiYe SXbVWaQce: A chePicaO Zhich, ZheQ adPiQiVWeUed WR a hXPaQ, iQdXceV QRWiceabOe 
effecWV RQ WheiU PeQWaO VWaWe. SRPe Rf WheVe VXbVWaQceV aUe VRciaOO\ acceSWed, OegaO, aQd ZideO\ 
XVed (e.g. aOcRhRO, caffeiQe, QicRWiQe) ZheUeaV RWheUV aUe cUiPiQaOi]ed (See ³DUXg´). SRPe 
SV\chRacWiYe VXbVWaQceV aUe OegaO/acceSWabOe fRU PedicaO XVe, bXW cRQVideUed iOOiciW dUXgV ZheQ 
XVed UecUeaWiRQaOO\ (e.g. RSiaWe SaiQNiOOeUV, aPSheWaPiQeV).  

TUiS: CROORTXiaO WeUP fRU a SV\chedeOic dUXg e[SeUieQce²caQ be XVed aV a QRXQ RU YeUb (KXhQ 
eW aO. 2019, 115). 
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