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* Model organisms can be used to study interactions
between microbial species by building specific
communities in initially germ-free organismes.
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1. Inoculate germ-free fish with a set of 2 or 5 A A S ) 2
commensal bacterial species at 5 days post Conclusions Future Directions
fertilization (dpf). AEmb b o _ L | |
2. Dissect out the gut and plate contents on agar plates Eth a;:;tronger negative interaction wit ) Deter.mm.e the m.echanlsm of the strong
to count colony forming units (CFU) at 7dpf. than O€s. | | negatlvg interaction Ic.)etwgen AEmb ar?c.l EN.
| T * In contrast to previous work, this strong * Determine how multispecies communities alter
% interaction is seen in a five-species community interactions between pairs of species to affect
as well. community composition.
e Spatial distribution of species in the gut can
influence interspecies interactions.
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