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THESIS ABSTRACT 
 
Joanne S. Na 
 
Master of Music 
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Title: Madame Park—A Tone Poem for Chamber Orchestra  
 
 

Madame Park is a tone poem for chamber orchestra. It is based on the 

Korean classical literature “박씨부인 (bak-ssi-bu-in).” The story is written by an 

anonymous person in the Joseon dynasty after the Qing invasion of Joseon (1636-

1637), in order to overcome despair and the sense of defeat in the war. Madame 

Park is a female hero who helps the country with her wisdom and miraculous 

power. 

The piece consists of four movements. Each movement depicts a scene or 

mood of the story, featuring Korean traditional musical elements, such as the 

pentatonic scale, interval of perfect fifth, grace notes, held tones, glissandi, etc. 

Especially the second movement and the last movement were influenced by 

Korean traditional musical genres—“pan-so-ri” which is a one-person opera and 

army music called “dae-chi-ta.” 
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PROGRAM NOTE 
 

Madame Park is from traditional Korean literature, a heroic story written in 

the Joseon Dynasty. In 1636-1637, there was a historical war called the “Byeong-

ja-ho-ran” which can be translated as the “Qing Invasion of Joseon.” Joseon 

(Korea) was defeated by the Qing (China) and this war brought a tremendous 

mental shock and sorrow to the country, especially because two of the princes of 

Korea were taken captive. Madame Park was written after the war to overcome 

despair and the sense of defeat.  

Madame Park, the main character, is described as having a monstrous 

appearance. In the patriarchal society, this ugly female character implies a person 

of the lowest class. However with her great personality, wisdom, and miraculous 

power, Madame Park not only makes her husband succeed in government but 

also helps the country during the war, when she protected people from many 

dangers. Therefore, Madame Park can be considered a public heroic figure who 

portrays the hope of people who were persecuted and endured hunger after the 

war. 

Movement I: WEDDING AT GEUMGANGSAN 

The beginning of the movement depicts the scenery of Geumgangsan, the 

mountain where Madame Park grew up. Geumgangsan is described as a 

wondrous place with singing birds, fragrant flowers, and lots of cliffs and trees. 

A violin solo foreshadows the difficulties of Madame Park’s marriage. The 

wedding music follows in the pentatonic mode. This wedding is not based on 

love, but it was arranged by the parents of Madame Park and her husband. After 

the wedding, people become drunk and fall asleep, going into dreamland. 
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Movement II: DESOLATION 

This movement portrays the deep sorrow and loneliness of Madame Park 

while she is persecuted by her husband’s family. Madame Park departs from the 

mountain and follows her husband to the city. However, everyone in the 

household including her husband neglects and mistreats her because of her 

monstrous appearance. With great sorrow and despair, she isolates herself in a 

special place, away from other family members. In deep sorrow, she waits for her 

misfortune to be over. 

Movement III: TRANSFORMATION 

One night, magical energy shimmers throughout Madame Park’s room. 

The time of her misfortune has gone. The next morning, she takes off her ugly 

skin and transforms into a beautiful appearance. Everyone is very surprised and 

wonders how this could happen. The word spread fast all over the city, and lots 

of people come to see her and celebrate the happy moment.  

Movement IV: THE WAR AND HOPE 

The sound of the brass instruments, drums, and a gong signal the start of 

the war. The Qing army attacks Joseon ruthlessly and the city dissolves into 

chaos with screams and cries. With her wisdom and miraculous power, Madame 

Park threatens the army and makes a compromise with the head general of Qing. 

The last part of the movement is an epilogue that portrays a sorrowful peace 

after the war. 
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