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INTRODUCTION

The pioneer farmer often spent the year working long hours and endur=-
ing many hardships and deprivations, only to find himself just a little far=
ther in debt than he had been the year befores Analysing the cause of his
drifting farther into debt, he saw that if he had been able to sell farm
crops at the price prevailing in the larger markets; if he had been able to
buy the necessities of life and of the farm at or nearer the wholesale pric |,
he would not have slid down hill but would be acoumulating a small surplus.

This was the problem that confronted the farmer during the period fol-
lowing the close of the Civil War, He was forced to pay exorbitant prices
for the articles that he must buy and to accept the minimum price for the
products that he sold. The wide difference between the price he received
and the market price abroad could be seen but what could be done about it?
Now if he could only eliminate the middleman and keep the difference in
price, the income from the farm would be greater, - If the storekeeper could
also be eliminated and he could buy at wholesale prices the expenses of the
farm would be smaller, consequently the profit would be greater, The far-
mer then would not be doing the werk and receiving only a meager living,
while the middleman who was doing no work as far as the farmer could see,
was becoming riche

How were these economies to be effected? How were enough of the far-
mers to be brought together to be able to earry on the work of the middle-
man withcut it becoming a burden to them? This problem was to be solved

by lMre Oliver Hudson Kelleys



FOUNDING OF THE GRANGE

Oliver Hudson Kelley, a New Englander who had settled on a farm in
llinmesota, in 1864 secured an appointment to the position of eclerk in the
Agricultural Bureau at Washington, D Cs In 1866, he was selected to travel
in the Southern States in order to gather information for the bureau. While
on this trip he was imnressed with the lack of progressiveness among the
farming classess Mr, Kelley was a lfason and realized the benefits of a
fraternity, so concluded that if some fraternal organization based upon
agricultural development could be devised for the farmers, they could be
induced to advance themselves in their methods of work and business./l

Kelley pondered on the idea of a farmers=' fraternal organization dur-
ing 1866 and 1867, and finally enlisted the support of lr, T. e Ireland
and Mr, William Saunders who were also government employees at Washington,
Mr, Saunders took with him to a mreting of the United States Pomological
Society at Ste Louis, a number of circulars to give to the farmers with
whom he might come in contacts These ecireulars told of the disabilities
suffered by the farmers and vroposed a seeret organization for them, with
the object of advancing agrioculture and binding the farmers together,

Much interest, as evidenced by letters of inquiry concerning further
details of the pronosed organization, was shown by those who received the
circulars, so on Decs 4, 1867, the Mational Grange of the Patrons of Husa-
bandry was foundeds The first active subordinate Crange was set up at
Fredonia, New York, in 1868, Little progress, however, was made in the
organization of subordinate Granges until Mre Ielley came to the realiza-
tion that the Granges must be organized in the rural distriets where the
farmers lived, and not in the citiess

Mot until 1872 did the movement reach Oregon, when the first subordi=-
nate Grange in the state was organized., By May 19, 1873 there ware 9
Granges in the state, numbered as follows: 1, Marshfield, 2, Tagle Creek;
3+ Oak Point, 4« lMonmouth, 5, Buena Vista, 6, Oak Plain, 7. Tangent, 8.
Corenthian, 9+ Shedds The movement progressed rapidly so that by September,
1373, when a State Grange was organized, there were 37 Granges in the Com=-
monwealth, 33 of which were represented at the first State Grange weetings

#The articles of inecorporation of the Oregon State Grange, which was
patterned after these drawn up for subordinate Granges, rave the state body
many and varied powers from the dispensation of charity, through store man-
agement and shipping business, to banking. ZZ

1. Buck===Granger Movement s
24 Appendix, page 15



CO-OPFRATION PRIOR TO STATE GRAVNGE

In the reports presented by committees at the first meeting of the
State Grange the need for co=operation among the farmers was forcefully
stressed, resulting in the establishment of two co-operative warehouses,
one of which also carried on a mercantile business; while in the second
year following two co-operative farmers' stores were formed.

The Grange, however, was not the initiator of consumers' co-operative
assoniations in Oregon, for before a single Grange had been fermed in the
state, a group of farmers at Fairfield, Marion County, had organized and
incorporated the Farmers'! Mercantile Association, with its principal office
at Fairfield./3 This association was incorporated with a capital stock of
$8,000, divided into shares of $100 eachs Its charter provided that no
person could own more than five shares of stock at any one times The in=
corporators proposed to engage in transacting a general receiving, forwarde
ing, and mercantile businesss No other record has been found of this cor=
poration, and no one contacted by the writer remembered anything about it,
Fvidentally, it operated only a short time.

After the Grange had found ites way into Oregon, but before the above
mentioned State Grange meeting, another group of farmers living in the
neighborhood of Eugene, Lane County, united themselves into a rorporate
body under the name of the Farmer's Warehouse Ccmpany. he purpose this
group had in mind was to dc a general forwarding and commission business.
o one remembers this company, either, so its period of activity must also
have been short,

STATE GRANGE ATTENPTS AT CO~OPERATION

The State Grange, soon after its organization, entered the field of
co=operative buying and sellinge This it did by setting up a central
organization at Portland, Oregon, which it named the State Agencys The
first mention I found of this was in Decembar 6, 1873, when the Willamette
Parmer carried the notice of the appointment by the Executive Committee of
A, Jo Dufur as general husiness agent for the Grange, with this place of
business at Portland. As agent, he was to buy and sell all things desired
by ﬂae Order, and later reported that everything from jewels to combines
were being handled. In lMay, 1874, Mr, Dufur anncunced that he had succeeded
in making an arrangement whereby the Patrons could be supplied with farm
implement s at very reasonable nricess

In the meantime, another as<ociation known as the Northwest Storage,
Shipping, and Commission Comvany, commonly spoken of as the W, Wy S, Ss &
Co. wag organized with headquarters also at Portland, Orepcn, whose busi=
ness, when put into operation,was almost indentical with that of the ‘
Agencys By the fall of 1874, it, too, was conducting a rather larpe busi=
ness, thus taking away that much trade from the Agency, for the N, W, S,

Se & Cos,was also a Grange product and none but Patrons might own stock in

38 Appendix, page 16
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it or buy from its The State Agency seems to have been the only concern
officially authorized by the Grange; on the other hand, though the Execu~
tive Committee had not organized the Ne We S, S¢ & Co Cos Some of the mem=
bers of the Executive Committee had helped with its organizetion and were
prominent in its works It had been so arranged that A, J. Dufur, who had
previously been appointed as State Agent, now accepted the Presidency of the
Me We Se S¢ & Cs Cos, and a certain Mr. Warner had been elected as State
Agents After acting as Agent but a few months Mr. Warner was dismissed and
Mr. Ss P. Lee was chosen as State Agent at a salary of $1200,

At the «tate meeting in 1875 the officers of the Grange and many other
Patrons in attendance were irked to a fighting mood, demanding a straighten=
ing out of the affairs of the two co=~operative organizations, The Master
firmly stated that it must be decided whether the Executive Committee or the
Ne We Se Se & Co Company was going to conduct the business of the Granges
A report of the Agency was given showing that business uE to Septs 1 amounted
to about $60,000; that the commission charged had been 235%; that there had
been a deficit of approximately $1918.38,

Before the State Grange Meeting of 1875 such questicns as the follow-
ing were accusingly asked, and given to a committee to investigate: 1.
Was it an avowed object in organizing the Ns We Ss Ss & Cs Cos to raise
funds to be placed at the command of the State Agent, and the Executive
Committee? 2« Did Brother A, JeDufur make a contract with the Moline Wagon
Company while in the employment of the State Grange and if so, did he have
a right to transfer that contract to the N« We S¢ Ss & Cs Cos or any party
except the Executive Committee? 3s Did the Ne We Se S¢ & Ce Cos, after the
compromi se with the "xecutive Committee in December, order five hundred
wagons from the Moline Company, knowing that the Executive Committee had not
the means to pay for them? 4. Did the Ne We S, Se¢ & Cs Cos go into the
market either in person or by agent and complete with the Executive Com=-
mittee in chartering a ship, thereby increasing the price of freight.zg_

The committee appointed to investigate brought in a report to the
effect that they believed there existed an honest difference of opinion
between the two groups; the only written evidence to verify it is a circu=~
lar which contained this, "In order to raise funds (for purchasing) and
have it under the control of the stockholders,..."; that A. J.Dufur had
done as charged in the second accusation by conbtracting with the Moline
Plow Company in his own name for the P. of H. and he had never been re-
quested to transfer the said wagons; that the Ne We Ss Sa & Cos Cos con-
tracted for 500 wagons in November, 1874; and that no evidence was found
to sustain the fourth charge.

Mr.Lee took hold with enthusiasm in spite of the dissension that had
arisen between the Agency and the N, Wy S84 S¢ & Cs Cos, and made a more
encouraging report to the State Grange at the 1876 meeting, stating that
in ten months the business had been able to show a profit of $400 instead
of a deficit as had been shown in the report of 1875,

44 Proceedings of the State Grange 1875,
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A new scheme of financing the Agency was evolved at this times The
plan put into effect, which was well described in a report of the committee
on co-operation may be condensed as follows: That each member should loan
to the Agency such amount as might be deemed proper, or that the Agency
might loan to the Grange; that all amounts loaned were to be set aside by
the treasurer as a State Agency Fund; that the treasurer should issue each
person or Grange loaning a certificate of deposit bearing interest and pay=
able out of the State Agency Fund upon the return of the dertificates pro-
perly endorsed; that the funds should be subject at all times to the con=
trol of the Executive Committee; that if certificates were returned for
payment and there were no funds, the money should be drawn from the busi-
ness; that all articles sold by the State Agency should be sold above cost
at a rate determined by the Executive Committee; all profits in excess of
the interest and expenses should be distributed among holders of the certi-
ficates in proportion to the amount of their purchasess

The first part of the plan worked nicely, but the last part could
never be carried out.

Trouble still was brewing,for although the previously mentioned come
mittee had conducted its investigation, no action was taken in regard to
its findingss The report of the State Agent in 1876 was a little more
encouraging although he complained for lack of support on the part of the
Grangers. In his report he stated that $28,000 worth of business had been
handled during the three months prior to September of that year. The re-
port appeared to have been incomplete for several accounts were not listed
as the agent admitted,

A compromise meanwhile had been suggested to the effect that the Crder,
reprosented by the Agency, should take over the mercantile and furniture
business, leaving the regular produce storage, and shipping business to
the Companys (N¢ W, S, S4 & Cs Cos) This compromise had failed to be ac-
cepted by the parties concerned.

The committee on co=operation then came forward with the following
proposal which was adopted and provisions drawn up to carry it into effects
"Because of the division of patronage of our order between the State Agency
and the e Wa 3,84 & Ce Cosy business is injured and since the National
Grange has recommended the Patrons Co=operative Association, we recommend
that we organize such an association in the Northwastzéithat we comnect our-
selves with the Rochdale Society of England; that this wssoeiation supplant
both the above mentioned. However the State Agency shall continue in force
until $25,000 is in the treasury of the new association; that the capital
stock should be $50,000; and that the loans of the other two were to be
placed in this organization."

A committee was then appointed, including in its ranks the newly
elected State Master, which met in Portland, Orsgon and decided upon the
plans and general outline of this business venture. The committee effected
an agreeable adjustment between the No Wo Ss S¢ & Cs Cos and the State
Agency by which the former ecompany delivered to the Txecutive Committee to

5¢ Appendix, page 10
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be sold on commission, their entire stock of goods. The N. W, Sy 8, & Cs
Co. stepped out of the way of the new company and offered their united
support in launching the proposed plan,

Articles of incorporation were filed in Mulbtnomah County, October 31,
1876; /6 stock books were opened and subsceriptions solicited, but the air
was still tainted with the ill feeling aroused by the two ventures that
had previously been in existences Consequently stock was not taken rapidly,
and when the meeting time of 1877 arrived, Mr. Castlemen, who had been
made president of the newly organized company, reported thaet there were at
least 1500 shares of stock that must be subscribed before the organization
could be completeds The report in lS?Zﬁlof the committee on co-operation
was to the effect that though both the W, We S, S, & C. Cos and the State
Agency had failed to give satisfaction or enlist the general sympathy and
support of the crder the committee believed that the Grange Co-operative
Association of the Northwest embodied the best plans yet pronosed and was
the only enterprise that could run as an arm of the Order on a satisfactory
basis. They also recommended that special effort be made to have the neces~
sary amount of stock taken to insure its organization. Further they re-
commended that, should this association fail to organize, the Grange go
back to the first principles and establish co-operative associations in
the Subordinate and Pomona Granges. In another resolution it was asked
that the Master send stock books to each delegate of the counties through=-
out the state for stoeck subsceriptions to the Co-operative Association of
the Northwest,

At the 1879 meeting the committee on co-operation made the following
renorts "That on account of the failure of all co=operative plans hereto=
fore submitted, as well as those vut to operation, we would recommend that
we go back to the first prirciples and commence co=operation in the subor-
dinate Granges." This was the dying breath of the Grange Co-operative
Association of the Northwest, and it was menbtioned no more in the State
Grange leetings.

Such was not the case with the State Agency for it was to be heard of
many times, not in a complimentary way but because of the difficulties
encountered in closing the Agency's business and settling the debts. IMuch
merchandi se was returned to the manufacturers in payment of accounts, money
received from sale of the merchandise retained was applied to other account:,
and a resolution was adopted by the State Grange by which the per diem
allowance was donated for use in settling the Agency's debts. Grange and
individuals who had made loans to the Agency through the certificates of
stock were also asked to donate these loans and cancel their certificates,
The debts of the Agency were mentioned in a number of the State CGrange
meetings in the 1880's and finally wiped out in 1894 when a moticn was
passed to pay the certificates presented by all members in good standing
pro rata according to the amount in the treasury,

It is interesting to note that even while these debts were still hang-
ing over the Grange, a committee offered a resolution favoring the estab-
lishment of another Agency in Portland, and rocommended that a committee

6« Appendix, page 19
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be appointed with their actual expenses paid to ascertain the feasibility
of such a mOVe.Zg.As far as I can learn this committee was never appointed.

CO=~OPERATION IN LOCAL GRANGES

During the time that the State Grange was carrying on its unsuccessful
attempts at organizing co-operative enterprises, the local Granges were
also attempting the formation of associationss The more prosperous of
these did not start, however, until after the state enterprise had faileds

At Bugene, Lane County, another company was formed in 1874 known as
the Agriculbtural Warehouse Company,zg According to Mr. Fe M, Wilkins, a
pioneer of lane County, this Agricultural Warehouse Company contracted for
a large supply of thrashers, mowers, plows, and other farm machinery more
economically to the shareholders and making some profit on sales to non-
shareholderss

This company, having hired a certain Mr. }Matlock as manager and =ales-
man, started operations, but found the competition with such companies as
Hally and Dod, strong hardwnre firms in Portland, so keen it was unahle to
realize the anticipated orofits. Three years of business operations used
up the capital and caused the directors to close the business,

Another co=operative venture sponsored by the Eugene farmers was that
of putting a steam boat on the Willamette River to compete with the South-
ern Pacific Railroad, and to make the railroad company reduce freight rates,
A certain Captain Gray, who had invested money,acted as river pilot. The
trip from Eugene to Portland was quite satisfactorily made but the return
trip took three dayss. Boats could be operated during the high water only,
because of shallow rapids; even then on some of the rapids it was necessary
to anchor, hook to a tree with a capstan and pull the boat up through the
swift waters Sometimes the crew were compelled to stop along the way and
cut cordwood in order to keep up steam. This venture apparently soon
proved a failures the boat sprang a leak and sank causing the plan to be
abandoned.

The Granges in the Lower Willamette Valley were next to take up co=
operations One group formed the Granger's lMarket Compeny in the city of
Portland in 1875 for the purpose of operating a general meat and vegetable
market, and handling live animals for bubtchering purposes, This organiza-
tion provided that no person could own more than five shares of stock une
leas authorized by a three=fourths vote of all stockholders, Also Green=-
ville Grange Nos 49, Washington County, provided for $500 in their articles
of inecorporation to carry on a general merchandising business, Sherwood
Grange, Washington County, likewise operated a small stores In February
1876 the Grangers at LaFayette, Yamhill County, organized the LaFayette
Grange Company with a capital stoeck of $1000, and with the privilege of
increasing it to $3000,

8+ Appendix, page 10
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At Tigard, Washington County, was operated another enterprise at the
home of Mr. Tigarde It was just an addition built to the house, never being
incorporated as a store, but simply doing business under the grange's corpo-
rate power, This corporate power of carrying on a general merchandise store
was written into all the articles of incorporation of the early Grangess
Grangers at Gaston, Yamhill County, united into a buying a<cociation and
purchased all their sugar, flour, and other major supplies in a body direct
from Portland.s They were successful enough to hurt the business of the
Gaston merchants considerablys The buyers asscciation was short lived, how=
ever, operating only two years and was then discontinued. lirs, Bryant, a
daughter of one of the merchants whose business was crippled, gave this rea-
son for discontinuance, "They just wouldn't stick together."

Apain the tide of co~operation swings back to the upper Willamette
Valley. At Bugene, lane County, in 1876, was formed the Lane County Farmer's
Mercantile Association, with the fair sized capital of $20,000 divided into

$20 shares.flo

In an interview with the before mentioned Mr, F, Ms Wilkins, I gained
the following information in regard to this stores The company, being a
farmert's organization and catering to the farmers' trade became very populars,
The organizers promised large dividends to the stock holders who were com=
posed exclusively of Grange memberss Such a percentage of the farmers'
trade went to this store that it crippled the other Bugene stores, and as a
result the private business organizations ganged together and cut prices to
such a low margin that the Association could not long realize the promised
profitss The Association also labored under a handicap of debt caused by
the fact that the capital stock never was completely paide.

When the farmer stockholders received no dividends and discovered the
prices at other stores equally as low or sometimes lower, that too the pri-
vate stores would oftimes pay more for their products, they gradually drift-
ed away,s, The volume of sales dwindled causing the store to become unprofit=
able, and the directors were authorized to sell the business. This they
did to MeClung and Johnson for slightly less than 50 cents on the dollar of
the par value of the capital stockes The store was located at 8th and
Willamette streets, in the first stone building in Fugenes

A slight ebb now occurred in the movement until the Grangers took steps
toward co~operative enterprises in 1877 at which time an association known
as the Silverton Co-operative Association Nos 134 was formed in Marion Countye

In the upper Willamette Valley co~operative enthusiasmwas again pro-
nomnced in 1880 and 1881 when, according to Mr.Fred Nutting,a pioneer news-
paper editor of Linn County, the farmers near Albany organized a Grange store
which they opened on the corner of First and Washington Streets with John
Blevins acting as managers A large number of farmers traded at this store
for their household supplies which seemed to be the prineipal things carried.
Farm machinery and implements were never stocked, probably due to the fact
that the Linn County Council was in operation at this time, and the farmers
did their buying of machinery thrcugh ite The stoeck of goods carried by the

10« Appendix, page 18



10
Grange store was estimated by Mr. Nutting to be worth $5,000 to $6,000,

At the same time Mr. S. E. Young operated a very large active store
at Albany. He did much advertising, while the farmers' store as far as I
can learn did no advertising at alles The co=operative store only operated
for about two years, and a supposition is that Mre. Young soon regained the
lost trade and that the farmers' storc had to closes Another attempt was
made to start a store at Albany in the early 90's but was even less success=
ful, WMo articles of inecorporation for either store were fileds Evidently
they operated under the articles of incorporation of the Grenge, for as
before stated, the early Granges were specifically given the right to buy
and sell goods and carry on & general merchandise stores

Across the Willamette River in Polk County the farmers were again think-
ing along business lines in 1881, and a group of them organized the Farmers!'
Mercantile Association of Mommouth, but limited its length of operation to
ten yearss

Several years passed before any more ventures were made in establishing
new co=operative stores; then llicllinnville farmers tried their luck and estab-
lished in 1882 one of the most successful co=operative stores that operated
during this period and probably up to the present timee

Previously the McMinnville Grangers had arranged trade agreements with
certain stores whereby they received a discount on all purchases. Some
Grangers could not refrain from telling of the agreement and soon everyone
demanded & discount or else they wouldn't trade with these particular sbtores;
the stores conscquently had to discontinue the giving of diseccunta or ro
out of business. The wholesale houses also refused to sell to stores that
were giving discounts to Grangers, This was illustrated in the case of a
man who wished to buy a wagons He priced the wagon at McMinnville and
found that it was higher than the price quoted by e Portland dealer with
whom Grangers had a trade agreements The farmer went to Portland, bought
the wagon, came bgck to Meliinnville, drove up and down the street in the
wagon, and laughed at the hardware dealer, telling him what he had paid for
the wagon in Portlands The hardware merchant reported to the wholesale
dealer and the wholesale dealer refused to sell any more wagons to the
Portland firme

This@ranse store at MeMinnville was incorporated under the name of the
Mellinnville Grange Co-operative Company which was to issue capital stoek to
the value of $2,000 to be divided into $10 shares./1l The following yoar
the company increased its capital stock to $#4,000, and in October 1884 it
reorganized under the name of the McMinnville Grange and Farmers' Company
with a capital stook of 4,000 dividod inbo {20 sharess/12

The first manager of this store was Mr. Alexander Reid who, according
to Mrss Ellenette Boothy, wifo of one of the incorporaters, "Put his moul
into the work and was responsible for its early success". The store was
commented upon very highly at a number of the gtate Grange meetings, and was

11, Appendix, page 20
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pointed to as an example of what could be done in co=-operative purchasings
Other managers were: Milton Richardson, K. J. Olds, and Charles Nelson.

In 1901 a meeting of the stockholders was called and it was voted to
inerease the capital stock to $15,000;L]£>_ stocks were sold to persons who
were not farmers, and as a result the control got out of the farmers'hands.
The new stockholders were afraid of fire breaking out in the old wooden
building where the store was located so decided to build a new brieck build-
ings All this expense accompanied by a lack of the best kind of management
was too much for the co-operative store and it was forced to close in 1902,

As an apparent outgrowth of the Grange liaster's address in 1876 and
before the Grange Co-operative Association of the Northwest was incorporat-
ed, a group of farmers from six different counties, namely lane, Linn,
Benton, Washington, Yamhill, and Wasco, met and filed articles of incorpc-
ration in Portland, Oregon, for a company which they named the Co-operative
Company with the right to carry on business in Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
and Montana.[]_.g_ This large territory they planned to contact by use of
agents and subordinate officess They incorporated with only a capital
stock of $1000 but with power to increase this amount, presumably intending
to expand if the business transacted was sufficiently larges However no
record of its business can be found.

The next attempts at co-operation were scattered, one cnterprise being
set up at Hillsboro, Washington County, called the Washington and Willamett
Warehouse Company; another at Salem, Marion County, called the Salem Co=ope-
rative Association No, 17 of the Patrons of Husbandry--especially of note
because of its specifying that, "Wo Patron shall continue a member unless
he purchases goods from the association to the amount of $#20 cach year,"

A third company owned by farmers, but not, so far as I can learn, actually
a co=-operative, was incorporated at Independence, Polk County, under the
name of the Farmers' Grocery and Produce Company.

The same year, 1886, there was organized, at Hillsboro, Weshington
County, the Hillsboro Co-operat ive Company.l]_._@_ This company organized with
a capital stock of $2,000, divided into %20 shares, and selected John Cs
Clark as the managers The Grange and the Co=operative Company together
erected a joint building, using the upper floor for Grange meetings and the
lower floor for the store. This, aceording to Mr.W, D. Hare, son of the
W, Dy Hare to whom the store was later sold, was the first co=operative
Grange store in the county, thus arousing great enthusiasm among the farmerss
A stock of goods valued at from $10,000 to $12,000 was carricd, and a large
volume of business was transacteds

For some reason the store was sold to Mr. We De Hare, who continued
to run it on a co-operative basiss He strongly believed in the co=-operative
program and in selling to the farmers at a price that would just cover cost ans
operating exponse, Under the new manapement and ownership, the purchases
decreased and the stock dwindled until finally it was run just as a small

13+ Appendix, page 21
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hardware store, This plan of doing business was continued until the store
closed in 1896,

Two more unsuccessful ventures were launched in 1889: one, the Farmer's
Produce Exchange at Hillsboro, Washington Countvy; and another, the Lane Coun=
ty Patrons Co-operative Butcher's Association at Bugene. The former had only
$100 capital stock, divided into $1 shares, the latter had $1,000 capital
stock, divided into $10 shares, and required the use of the Rochdale princi=-
ple of voting.

CO-OPERATION IN EASTERN OREGON

No co-operative enterprises had been established up to this time in
Eastern Oregon, but the center of action then swung to that part of the state
and was first evidenced at Helix, where the farmers organized, in 1890, the
Umatilla County Farmer's Co-operative Company, with a capital stock of
$3,000 divided into shares of $25 each.zgg The control and management of
the organizationwereto be vestrd in not less than 3 directors, but this
number might be increased if provided for in the by-laws. The first man
elected to manage the store, according to Mr. Irwin King whose father was
one of the stockholders, was George Gibson, who acted in this capacity for
approximately two years., Clark Walters was then given its management until
the store closed in 1894 or 1895s This establishment did not handle general
merchandise, but confined its stoek to farm implements, repairs and acces=-
sories. In 1890 the deputy Master from Umatilla County anncunced at the
State Grange meeting that two car loads of implements had been ordered from
a firm in Portland./17 The before-mentioned Mr, King states that the store
attempted to carry on a credit business, and that when the depression of
1892 and 1893 came upon them, the store had large accounts on its books,
many of which could not be collecteds The result was that the company was
unable to continue business operations and was forced to close its store, :

At Athena, another Farmer's Warehouse Cempany was formed the year fol=-
lowing the one at Helix. Here it was proposed to stick more closely to
grain buying, storing, and shipping, thcugh it was specified that a general
warehouse business might be .conducted, thus giving the company a right to
sell the things carried by warchouses. Spurred to action by the accomplish-
ments of the store at Helix, the warehouse at Athena, and the work of the
stores in the Willamette Valley, three counties, Wasco and Sherman in Oregon
and Klickitat in Washingten, joined together and formed the Fastern Oregon
Co-operative Association of the Patrons of Husbandry establishing its prin-
cipal place of business at The Dalles, Oregon.Zlg This organization started
with a capital stock of $4,000 which was soon found inadequate because of
the variety of merchandise it desired to carry, so at a meeting held the
24th day of June 1891 the storkholders voted to increase the capital stock
to $20,000. The association proposed to engage in, "All kinds of business
incident or appertaining there to, for the mutual benefit and profit of its
stockholders who are members of the Patrons of Husbandry." The store was
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to be run according to the true Rochdale principles in regard to voting and
distribution of dividends. The duration of the organizationwasto be 50
vearss lMr E, N.Chandler was hired to manage the store,

"me Holder, worthy lecturer from Wasco County, spoke very highly of
the new store in the following address: "Wasco and Sherman Counties in this
state, and Klickitat County in Washington have formed a co-operative associa=-
tion to run a Grange store, which is now in full blast in the city of The
Dalles and is doing a good business, This enterprise started out with a
vast amount of enthusiasm among our members, and with scorns and jeers from
our enemiese No notice was taken of their opposition, and today no enter=
prise that the Grange in this state ever undertook stands in a better posi=
tion than it does."

From the History of Central Oregon published by the Western Historiecal
Publishing Company, Spokane, Washingtcn, I find that The Bastern Oregon Co=
operative Association was burned in a fire that swept The Dalles September
2, 1891 The loss was 39000 of which only $3000 was covered by insurances
This is the last record that I can find of the store; Mr, F, W, Wilson,

‘present Circuit Judge of that distriet and a led about the town at the time
of the Grange store's operation, is quite certain that the stere never re-
opened.

That same year a co=operative warehouse was organized in Sherman County
for the purpose of storing and shipping wheat, while at Tygh Valley a co=
operative store was organized,

In the lower Willamette Valley the CGrangers were arain busy in 1891
organizing warehcuses both at Meilinnville and at Butteville. Included among
the nrovisicrns of the McMinnville enterprise was the right to buy and sell
merchandises No one consulted seems to remember that either handled any
merchandises Thias year of 1891 had bren a thriving year in the co=cperative
movement s

In the year 1895 the last two co-operatives of this period were formed,
One, an odd organization named the Co-operative Commonwealth was incorporated
in Multnomah County; the other, a co-operative store organized at Liberal,
Clackamas County, Oregones The Co-operative Commonwealth provided in its
articles of incorporation that it might do almost anything and everything,
but allowed stock to be is~ued only up to 100 shares valued at one cent each
and also provided that no person could own more than one share of stocke I
find no evidence of its ever having transacted any buiiness,

The store at Liberal was incorporated under the name of the Liberal
Co=operative Assooiation.llg It was given a capital stock of $3,000 divided
into shares of $5 eache. o mention of the store was ever made in the State
Grange proceedinrs, but from lir. Rueben Wright, one of the incorporators and
now living at Liberal, Oregon, I received & letter of vhich the following
is a parts "We patterned the Liberal Co-operative Association after the
Olathe Association, Olathe, Kansas, Fach stockholder had only one vote, no
matter how much stock he owneds We carried groceries, dry goods, and a small

19, Appendix, page 26
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stock of hardware. We paid cash on receipt of invoice for all goods, there=
by getting discounts, We carried it on for 3 years, going good all the

time, when our manager's health failed and he resigned. The business was
then sold a private individual, Our experience was to succeed as a co=opera=
tive association; our manager was a capable manager and an honest man, treat-
ing each customer as a personal friend."

FIRE INSURAVCE

Fire insurance was another form of co=operative venture undertaken by
the Grangers. It was first mentioned at the State Grange meeting in 1875
when a motion was made to organize a fire insurance company with a capital
stock of $100,000,one=half to be subscribed by the Patrons of Oregon and
the other half to be subscribed by the Patrons of California. Committees
were appointed in 1876 and 1879 to investigate and perfect the plans but
little progress was mades In the address given by the State Grange Master
at the annual session of 1880 the subject of co=operative fire insurance
wag again brought to the attention of the Grangerss The Master stated that
the insurance associations were exceedingly simple in detail, and while
perfectly safe, reduced the expense of insurance to the bare costs This
cost he further stated was less than one~tenth of the amount paid to stoek
companies in Oregons

In 1883 the Executive Committee was authorized to start to work on a
co-operative fire and life insurance programe This committee reported in
1884 through F. Ces Yeomans,acting secretary;zzg that by the terms of the
insurance by=laws adopted at the last session of the State Grange it was
necessary to obtain risks amounting to $100,000 before completing the organi=
zation, whereas at that time the committee had only $84,820 sub<cribeds
The failure, according to this report to obtain more insurance risks was
due to several causes. One was that the State Insurance Company of Salem
had been well informed of the action of the Grange in 1884 and had sent
out general agents over the country who made special efforts to secure in-
surance risks from Grangers, even if they had to misstate the facts to do
80« Another cause was the delay in getting the insurance papers into the
hands of the Grange insurance agentss A third obstacle was that the Wil
lamette Farmer, finding it could get no money out of the Grange Association
for advertising, virtually sold its influence to the State Insurance Company
A fourth hinderance was the apathy of those for whose benefits the Grange
waS'working.Zgl

In spite of the before mentioned obstacles, the insurance company was
successfully organized August 14, 1885, and was incorporated under the name
of the Lower Columbia Fire Relief Associations The committee representing
this insurance association reported at the State Grange meeting in May 1886,
that $150,000 in risks were being carried and no losses up to that time had
been sustained.zégi
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The annual report of the association issued December 14, 1886 indicated
that $182,845,40 in risks was being carried and that the costs of the in-
sured had been 20 cents per 3100 for 16 months, which was just one=-seventh
the amount charged by stock companies in the state during that same periods

This Lower Columbia Fire Relief Association, after this time, met with
fair success, and gradually increased its volume of business. In 1893, it
reported $471,092 worth of risks held; in 1896, $473,401.14; and in 1900,
$529,934.29; thus, showing a constant increase from the time of first organi-
zations, However, during the years that such an accumulation of business
was recorded, the members of the association living in Washington had been
withdrawing from it, and taking out policies in their own state organization,
the Washington Grange Insurance, formed in the meantime. The Oregon venture
in the field of fire insurance is still in operation. It has proved to be
the only co~operative enterprise launched by the Grange that has stood the
test of time,

A group of farmers at Oregon City organized a mutual insurance company
in 1894, This company insured property belonging to anyone; it developed
until it is now known as the Oregon Fire Relief Association, and handles
insurance risks valued at millions of dollars.

LIFE INSURANCE

Life insurance, although mentioned at the State Grange meetings in the
'70's, was not so urgently stressed as was fire insurance. In fact, it was
the success of the co-operative fire insurance asscciation that seemed to
bring to the Grangers' attention the possibility of setting up a live insur=
ance ventures In 1887 a resolution was passed at the State Grange in favor
of starting a life insurance a93001at10n,z;~ This was referred to a com=

mittee which was to investigate the matter and report at the next anmal
session (1889), The committee reported as follows: "We have had the same
under consideration and investigation for one year, and find that it is
not practicable, and therefore report against a life insurance in the
Grange." Again in 1890, a resolution was proposed by the Surprise and
Turner Granges, favoring a life insurance or Patrons' relief association
within the Grange, and after some discussion, this motion was referred to
a committee of threes WNo further progress was made until the 1396 meeting,
when a resolution was introduced asking that the Master appoint another
committee of three to investigate the subjeet, and, if it was thought ad-
visable, to draft a constitution and by-laws for organization to be sub-
mitted to the Grange at the next annual session. This was done, and in 1897,
a full and complete constitution and by=laws of the Patrons' Life Aqsoclatlon
of Oregon was submitteds Three things brought out in these by=-laws to be
particularly noted were that, ls Any member in good standing and satisface
tory health might belong, 2. Expulsion from the Order terminated the in=-
surance membership, and, 3s The amount of money to be paid in case of
death was not to exceed $250.

Nothing more was done to put this proposed life insurance a=sociation
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into effeect until the following year, when a resolution was introduced aske=
ing the Master to appoint a committee of seven "to sbtart up the matter of
life insurance in the Grange." This committee was to work withcut pay, and
was to call a meeting of the committee to carry out the final steps in
order to organize as soon as 400 applications had been fileds

The committee appointed set to work with instruections to solieit
Washington as well as Oregon for applications for membershipe. By October,
1899, a sufficient number of applications had been obtained, so the com=-
mittee met and completed the formal organization of the assocciations The
following year the committee on co-operation mentioned life insurance and
recommended its benefits and stres=sed its adoption by a larger number of
the members of the Granges By glancing through later reports of the State
Grange, I find that life insurance was still in operation in the Grange in
1905, but the volume of business carried on by it was smalle This date,
however, is later than I am carrying this paper so I will not follow it
furthere.

WHY DID THE GRANGE CO-OPERATIVES FAIL?

Why did these co-operatives fail? This is the question that now con-
fronts the writers A number of addresses given at the State Grange meet-
ings express the beliefs of men of the time who were connected with the
stores as to why the ventures faileds Opinions of the pioneers who were
present at the time of the failures give us another source of information.
With these various ideas in mind, we really must analyze the conditions
ourselves and finally come to some conclusion or conclusions respeeting
the causes of failures

I find that "eo=operation™ has always been one of the watchwords of
the Grange, in fact a basic prineiple upon which the Order was founded.
I find this idea always paramount in Grange circles: that the farmers
should purchase things at lower prices and that they must eliminate the
middlemans These were the fundamental reasons for setting up the Grange
storess Why, then,were they unable to succeed?

In a report of the committee on the state of the Order presented at
the first State Grange meeting it was said to be the duty of the Grange to
establish stores.zzg Provisions for operating such stores were included
in the printed forms that the Grange used for articles of incorporations
The Grangers resolved that their cause was the same as that of the mechanic
and laborer, and that the farmers should co=operate with these groupss

The Oregon Grangers early established a State Agency with enthusiasm,
believing it to be the best way of aceomplishing their purposess The rea=
sons given by the manager, S¢ P. Lee, for the failure of this State Agency
were: First, that it had not the support of the Order, largely because of
a mania for joint stock companiess Second, that throughout the state,com=-
panies had been formed and the business of the locality was done through
the local agents "These and other things which I shall not mention," he
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said, "make it necessary...to close the Agency..." ZEQWhat were the other
things to which he made reference in this quoted statement? e have no
record of what was in his minds One might mention the actions of the first
agent who, a committee stated, kept very insccurate and incomplete recordss
One might even advance a similar statement about the second and third mana-
gers, The third manager, for instance, even refused to appear at the State
meeting when a committee went after him. Moreover, the committee that
audited the books of the Agency made very uncomplimentary references to the
records that he, the third agent, had kept.

The State Master expressed the view in his address that it was not the
system that was at fault but the Brotherhood.

A fair volume of business was done by the Agency, but the profit was,
of course, according to its transactions listed only $442,08. This low
profit was according to the prineciples adopted by the Agency, but gave it
no reserve to take care of losses that it might incur. No advertising was
done by the Agency in the way of issuing pamphlets or in mewspaper columns;
not even a price list or catalog was put out the first yeare. Such a catalog
was asked for the second year, but I found no account of its ever having
been prepareds One will not oftten make purchases from a place where he sees
no descriptions, or even a price listes The Agency also had a rapid turnover
of managers~-three in two yearss All these things acted unfavorably to its

prosperitye.

The Northwest Storage, Shipping and Commission Company was in operation
&t the same time as the State Agency, and throve, in the beginning at least,
while conducting a business almost identical with that of the State Agency.
The N, We Se¢ Ss & Co Coe was not organized by the Executive Committee of the
Grange, though several of the Executive Committee were comnected with its
organization. This would indicate that there was a dissension of some kind
in the Executive Committee itselfs Both organizations were supposed to be
channels through which the Grangers might buy and sell, Why was there
dissension present? The N. Ws S Se & Co Cos took from the State Agency
its first manager, probably because of his experience., Finally, after more
than three years of ill feeling among the members, the good of the W. W, S,
Ss & Co Cos were turned over to the Executive Committee of the Grange for
disposal, and the previously mentioned N, We S, S. & Cs Cos discontinued
business operationss

A trade agreement also was entered into with the Pacific Coast Home
Supply Association whereby the Grangers might make purchases at wholesale
prices by combining into clubs of at least five members and paying a fee of
30 cents eachs This arrangement, although officially adopted by the Order,
failed to be supported by the Patronss There must have been some fundamen-
tal reasons why these attempts at state-wide organization all failed.

Let us next consider the reasons for the failure of the local co-opera-
tive organizationses To do this we must, in drawing our conclusions, refer
to the opinions of the pioneers who were active at the tirmes In regard to
many of the stores unfortunately we have no information.
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The Agricultural Warehouse Company at Eugene, according to Mr.
Wilkins.zzg found competition keen with the Portland firms; were unable to
make a prefit; used their capital for running expenses; and in three years
closeds The Eugene Steamboat attempted competition with the Southern
Pacific Railroad but was handicarmedby difficult rapids and low watere The
Granger's Market Company in Portland was quickly overshadowed by the two
other Grenge enterprises, the State Agency and the N.W. S. Ss & Cs Coys All
three failed in less than four years,

The Lane County Famer's Mercantile Association, spoken of as one of
more sucoessful stores, was able to carry on a prosperous business for about
12 years, The inevitable then came; competing stores reduced merchandise
prices while at the same time paid higher prices for farm products, The
farmer responded to this lure, and turned his trade from his own store so
that in a few years' time it was ordered sold by the directors for 45 cents
on the dollar of its capital stock value because it was no longer making
expensess

At MeMinnville the Meliinnville Grange and Farmer's Company had an
existence somewhat similar to the store just mentioned at FEugene, although
it was in operation for approximately 18 yearse This store conducted an
extensive business and the farmers of the district consistantly gave it
their patronages The first manager proved to have exceptional ability whil
other good managers followed him. Finally the directors decided to "grow
big"; they issued additional capital stock which they sold not only to far=-
mers but also to citizens of the towns At the same time a less capable
manager was employed and the expense of a new building was addeds In less
than a year it was found necessary to close the business.

At Hillsboro a slightly different ocycle of events brought ultimate
failures An ambitious manager secured a large stock of merchandise and
built up an extensive trades The store was then sold to an individual who
was an ardent advocate of consumers'! co=-operatives, and who continued to
conduct it on a co-operative basis, But his management was not successful,
the stock dwindled until hardware, only, was carried and the store was
finally closeds

In Umatilla County the store met with fajilure, probably because of the
hard times of 1892 and 1893 combined with the attempt to conduct a credit
businesss Because of the principles used the Grange stores did not have the
reserve capital necessary to carry credit accounts, but this store, depart-
ing from the advice of the previous State Master, started a eredit system
and was forced to diseontinue operations within a short times

The store at The Dalles met with still a different type of disasters
A fire swept through The Dalles in 1891, and due to the fact that insuffi-
cient insurance was carried to cover all the merchandise, the store wes
unable to replace the st ocks Then, because of the scarcity of money follow=-
ing the depression of 1891, the farmers were unable to invest in a new stores

At last four of the stores held to the Rochdale principles of the
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English co-operatives, yet these failed to carry on business as long as

many of the other storess The Rochdale principles had proved to be success-
ful in England, so why did they fail in Oregon? Was it in reality the prin-
ciples or the loyalty of the people that had made the English co-operatives

a success? UWas it the principles operating in Oregon or was it the sense

of brotherhood, as the State Grange Master expressed it, that had failod?zgl-

Reasons for failures as stated in the various State Grange meetings by
prominent Grangers may also be cited to indicate why Grange stores were un-
secce~sful, The State Master in 1877 pointed out that there was opposition
to the stores within the Granger's own rankss The reasons the State Agent
gave for the downfall of the State Agency have been previously mentioned
but may be summarized here as follows: (1) Did not have support of the
Order; (2) Local agents appointed; (3) Mania for joint stock companies, /28
One committee stated that the State Grange stores had not enlisted the gen=
eral sympathy and support of the Order., Another State Master suggested
that they had attempted "the large before understanding the small," Worship-
ful Master Re. P, Boise warned the organization to beware of the credit
system as tonding toward prodigality and bankruptey. He also stated that
there was no obstacle in the way of complete success provided that the
Grangers united in their trade relations and stood together,

Slowness in getting the Grange fire insurance company organized was
attributed to the followings (1) Delays; (2) The competition of an oppos=-
ing insurance company; (3) Mon-support of the farmers' paper; (4) Indiffer-
ence of the farmers toward Grange insuranoe.zgg Had it not been for the un=-
tiring and persistant efforts of the organizers, this, too, might have
f&iled. ;

A committee in one report stated that no plan of business co-operation
adopted by the State Grange would be accepted or adopted by all the Subor=
dinate Granges in the different sections of the countrys, A later committee
said that the Grange stores were located so far from the manufacturers that
too extensive a capital was required to compete with the large private
companies; that the Grangers lacked the experience in buying and selling
necessary to compete with those trained at it from childhoods Payment of
cash on delivery was also hard for many of the farmers to adhere to, Assise-
tant Steward Austin T. Buxton stated that the arrangement in effect with
the Pacific Coast Home Supply Association seemed to be unsatisfactory to
many preferring to deal directly with those with whom they transacted busi-
ness.lég

What were some of the characteristics of the co=operative stores which
may partly explain their failure? The writer would 1list the following as
common to most of thems (1) Shares of stock issued in small denominations;
(2) Small capital stock, and (3) Large range of busincss undertakings al=
iowed in their articles of incorporaticns

I find that in these co-operatives the capital stoek was sold at prices
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of small denomination, ranging from $1_to $25 a share in most cases, though
in a very few instances the price was $100 a shares I can see nothing in
this to cause any troubles It simply allowed a large number of persons in
keeping with co=operative principles to own stook in the store, and, if
psychological reasoning is sound, should have added to its durability. 1

am informed that it is upon this point of having many shereholders with un=-
tiring loyalty in their store that the English co-operatives depend for
their stability. The English share holders are reported to be truly loyal
to their organization. They buy from it regardless of the lures that are
put in their way by private companiess The English movement has withstood
opposition so long in fact, and is now so large that private companies don't
even attempt to eliminate its The English co-operatives started with two
advantages over our early organizations, first, of having their members
living within a relatively amall, compact area, and second of having members
with a small but steady incomes

All shareholders in the Oregon stores of course were allowed to vote;
this should also have added to the idea of running the store from a broader
viewpoint. Could there be a feeling present in the movement that no one in
partioular owned the store and as a result the interest in management was
lost? Bven if this had been true, and I personally do not think that it
was especially in the local co-operatives, the idea should not have carried
over to the directorss Our present large corporations have hundreds of
thousands of stock holders although a few generally own the controlling in-
terest and really do the managing while many of the shareholders nr ver even
votes These large corporations are away in the distance for most share=-
holders, and are not the store in the home town as were the local Granger
co-operative storess The points just mentioned may have been one good rea=
son why the local co-operative stores organized by local Granges or by
Pomonas had better success than the attempts made by the State Granges The
State Agency; the North West Shipping, Storage and Commission Company; and
the Grange Co~operative Association of the Northwest were distant strange
business firms to all members except the organizers and possibly the state
delegatess

Now let us discuss the capital stock of the Oregon ventures from the
standpoint of amount. Most co=operatives started with an initial capital
stock of from $500 to $5000, a few ranging up to $8000, but the majority
were in the smaller bracketss Was this encugh money to carry on a store
business? Could the stores keep in stock the things desired by the farmers?
Were they handiecapped in having to buy in small lots and therefore pay high=
er prices?

Going back to the first question, I find that the people in those days,
especially the farmers, did not wish a large variety of merchandise. They
were plain simple folk demending the staples of lifes The wholesale houses
and manufacturers were willing to wait a reasonable time for their money
as was shown in the sale of goods to the State Agency. Large enough quanti-
ties might not have been obtained to get the lowest wholesale prices, but
it may be remembered that some of our large stores of today were then one
roomed stores and could probably not get eny lower prices than the Grange
stores These small one roomed stores succeeded, and the Fnglish co=opera=-
tive organization built up from an exceptionally small capital, so why could
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not these co-operatives have built up also?

The wide purposes of their business as set forth in their articles of
incorporation probably caused the stores no ill effect, for they only dealt
in a few of the things mentioneds

One of the primary principles of the Grange stores was to eliminate
expensesSs As a result their only advertising was in the form of reports or
announcement s which were made in the Grange meetings when any new things
were added to the stock and when new shipments were received; this for some
psychological reason did not accomplish the desired results of increasing
saless People here in America will go to the stores that advertises A
certain amount of better grade advertising is educational to the public;
good advertising puts a person in the psychological mood of buyings Adver-
tising might have caused the business to spend a little more money but it
would almost certainly have prolonged the life of the stores By advertising
the industrial workers in the towns might have been induced to trade at the
farmers! stores and have caused the development of a co~operative sociely
from which all classes would have profiteds

We will next take up the subject of the store managers which appears
to have been then the greatest problem and in most cases to have been their
greatest weaknesss Where ever the managers are spoken of as good or excep~-
tionaly; we find the store prospering and able to continue in business against
the competition of the other storess

In MeMinnville where Alexander Reld was the first manager the store
prospereds He was followed by Milton Richardson, and by D¢ Jo Olds,both
men of managerial abilitys. lNMrs.Annette Booth,previously refered to, told
the writers ™Alec. Reid put his whole soul into the works He tried to take
the farmer's produce in trade for merchandi se whenever possibles" The last
man who managed the store, lirs Charles Nelson, was young and inexperienced,
He, according to Mrse Booth, lacked the quality of self assurance, and was
easily persuadeds This may have been one of the causes for the decision to
increase the stock of goods, construct a new building, and move the store;
the reasons that were no doubt the bottom of his troubles

The manager of the co-operative at Eugene was said hy Mr, Wilkins to
have been outstanding in ability. This store conducted a thriving business
for a number of yearss

In Hillsboro, Mre John Cs Clark who was the first manager of the far=
mer's store was svoken of by lir. Hare as, "An able manager who built up a
large trade with the farmers,"™ though he spoke of his father who succeeded

him as, "A fine man but not with such outstanding ability as a manager,"

The menager at Liberal was, as quoted from Mr. Rueben Wright's letter;
"A capable manager, and an honest man treating each customer as a personal
friend."

The conclusion then may be drawn that those stores which were operated
by able managers succeeded for a number of years except in a few cases where
the discontinuance was caused by something other than just plain failure in
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businesss.

I wonder if in all probability it was not the general opinion of the
farmers that anybody could run a Grange stores It would appear that men
experienced only as farmers were oft-times put in to manage the co=opera-
tive store while the managers of the rival private stores had been trained
in the actual practice of store work for yearss The latter had often work-
ed as clerks from boyhood, finally buying a store of their own and develop=
ing it into a large business enterprise, thus being thoroughly trained in
the art of practical store managings The untrained store "keeper" could
not compete with the experienced store managers

The Rural Northwest (Oregon Farmer) in 1891 made the following state=
ments "...Co-operative methods of purchasing goods on the whole have not
been as successful as in selling, but there are in existence a good number
of successful alliances and Grange stores...here the management has been
honest and wise the benefits have been larges..The proporticn of succeasful
attempts has steadily increaseds In the first cases too much was expected,
and disappointment, coupled with ignorance of the business undertaking
proved fatals" The mention of honesty in this statement might indicate that
dishonesty played a part in meny of the failures, however the only case of
dishonesty that was found mentioned was in the management of the State

Agency.

Another problem that was never adhered to by the Grange stores as far
as can be found was that of setting aside a reserves The Grangers seemed
not to realize that there would be lean years in business over which they
must tide themselvess They wanted the lowest possible price today, and
tended to let tomorrow take care of itselfs They simply lacked business
judgment in many instances, due mostly, no doubt, to lack of experience in

businesses

The writer finds that dissension among the members of the State Grange
partially caused the fall of the state venture; he wonders if similar oppo=
sition to the running of stores by the Order wasn't present in the local
and Pomona Grangess There is no proof of this except the statement mede
by two pioneer Grangers to the effect that the Grange "“Just wouldn't stick
together",

The giving of credit was also disasterous to the Grange stores; every
co~operative store that attempted this poliey faileds The store at Helix
serves as a good examples

The farmer was generally hard pressed for cashe This in itself would
make him an easy vietim to the lure of paying slightly lower prices and
receiving fractionally higher prices for his farm products,

In most cases failure was undoubtedly due to several of the above
mentioned causes operating together, and not to any one causes, One can
always say that failure may be attributed to bad management.

I would sum'up the reasons for failure of the Grange co-operative
ventures as follows, ratng them in approximately the order given:

s
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Poor management

Lack of advertising

Dissension among the members

Attempts to carry on a credit business

Difficulty for the farmer to pay cash at all times

Willingness of the farmer to accept the lure of a reduction in pricc-=~lack
of loyalty

Yo accumulated reserves.

The holding of conflieting views about stores by Grangers in different parts
of the states

Distance from central stores.

COMPARI SON WITH A RFCENT ATTEMNPT

In my own home town, a small tovn of about 400 people-and with a rural
population of about 1500, a co=-operative store was formed just a few years
ago; many bought stock in it, much enthusiasm was shown; a manager was
hired, and the store was started. On the first inspection of prices both
the farmers and the town people who had stock in it remarked, "It isn't any
cheaper than the other stores." In accordance with this attitude the stock=
holders made their purchases at the stores that would offer the lowest prices,
and in a year's time the co-ops storc was sold to a private individuale

This points to me that the American public lacks the sense of loyalty
to a co-operative enterprise that is shown in England and other European
countriess Before co-operative stores can succecd under the competitive
conditions of high pressure advertising and salesmanship, the consumers of
America will have to be educated to be loyal to their organization., In
England the co-operatives do a great deal to stimulate and preserve a sensoc
of fellowship among their memberss They publish monthly magazines and year=
ly reports to tell members what the organization is doing; they sponsor
athletic carnivals and contests, amusements, and recrsation to develop a
feeling of unity among the memberse

As previously stated the American public must be brought to realize a
feeling of loyalty before large co=operatives can be successfully establish-
ed. We forget our loyalty for a nickel, even for two cents sometimes, We
have been instilled with the idea of profit making whieh was, no Joubt, just
as prevalent between 1870 end 1900 as it is nows Perhaps it is all based
on our training as a nation in individuality,

The idea of co=-operation in a store for the mutual benefit of the con-
sumer will not, here in Western America, hold the trade of either the far=
mer cr the working man, In order to succecd the store even though a co=
operative must be conducted on a sound business prineiple by a man who is
wide awake, alert, and honest and who has good judgment accompanied with
cXperience in businesss
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DEVELOPMENT OF LAWS UNDER WHICH CO~OPERATIVE
STORES OPERATED

The first co~operative stores in Oregon were formed and incorporated
by virtue of laws passed by the State Legislature in 1862 and 18644 These
laws provided for the formation of private corporations, and were not speci-
fically for cc-operative enterprises, but for any company that wi shed to
form a corporate bodys

The important provisions of the law of 1862 were as follows: "When-
ever three or more persons shall desire to incorporate themselves for the
purpcse of engaging in any lawful enterprise, business, or occupation, they
may do so in the manner provided for in this act,

"Such persons shall make and subscribe written artiecles of incorpora=-
tion in triplicate, and acknowledge the same before any offirer authorized
to take the acknowledgement of a deed, and file one of such articles in the
office of Secretary of State, another with the Clerk of the county where
the prineipal business is carried on, and retain the third in possession
of the corporation,”

These articles were required to specify the name of the corporation,
duration, type of enterprise or business, place of business, amount of capi-
tal stock, and amount of each share of capital stocks

The law passed October 20, 1864 gave the corpcration the power to sue
and be sued, to contract and be contracted with, to have and use a corporate
seal; purchase, own or dispose of real or personal property, and many other
rights that are now given corporationss :

It was not until 1909 that a law was passed which applied definitely
to co=operative associationse A statute of that year made it legal for
five or more persons to form a co-operative association for the purpose of
transacting any lawful businesss It also specified various provisions in
regard to the organization and operation of such associations,

Ammendment s and additions have since been passed until at the present
date we have ample laws in Oregon to govern any cc-operative association we
wish to organizes.

lost of the cases that have come to court in which co-operative asso-
ciations have been a party were in the producers fields One however may
be cited which had sane bearing on the consumers organizations as well, In
the case of Lorntsen vs Union Fishermen's Co-operative Packing Company, the
Circuit Court refused to compel the company to discontinue the use of the
word co=-operative, on the grounds that it was unreasonable exercise of the
lawmaking function besides being as to the defendant, an avowed effort to
take from it a valuable part of its assets for the benefit of obther private
associations, The decision of the Circuit Court was affirmed by the Supreme
Court of Oregon.



CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE 1880

This subject of co-operative insurance is again brought to your notice,
with the request that you give it your serious attentions. The experience
of another year gives additional proof of the great success of these asso=
ciations and their perfect adaptability to our wantse They are exceedingly
simple in detail, and while perfectly safe, reduce the expense of insurance
to its bare cost, which in New York, as shown by the reports of sixteen or
twenty associations carrying risks of seven or eight million dollars, is
less than one=tenth of what we pay stock companies in this state,

Committee on Co=-operation

REPORT OF FIRE INSURANCE SECRETARY 1885

Having been appointed by the executive committee of the Oregon State
Grange to act as temporary secretary of the association, I would respect=
fully submit to the State &range the following report:

By the terms of the insurance by-laws, adopted by the State Grange at
the last session it is necessary to obtain risks amounting to $100,000 be=-
fore completing the organization. At the present time the risks reported
amount to $84,820 leaving 415,180 short of the required amount, and because
of this deficiency the organization has not be completed.

Reviewing the work of the year, we can discern some of the circume
stances which have tended to defeat our plans, learn the reasons why we
have failed, and we trust may be able to profit in our future work by the
experience which we thus gain from this insurance business,

As near as I am able to judge, our failure is mainly attributable to
the following causess

les The delay in getting the papers into the hands of the agents.

2+ The plainly apparent fact that the State Insurance Company of
Salem, Oregon, was well informed as to our proceedings and made the most
of its knowledge. They had agents traveling over the country, who made a
point of securing risks from Grangers, nor did they seruple about lying to
obtain such risks.

3¢ The Willamette Farmer, finding it would get no money out of our
a<sociation, and that the State Insurance Cos would pay it well, has vir-
tually sold its influence to that company, as we believe, and worked to
prevent our making an organizaticn.

4, The apathy of these for whose benefits we are seeking to make this
mutual fire insurance association.

As a full report giving all the details to show that these are nrobe
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ably true causes of our failure, would take up too much space in the journal,
I will make that part of my report verballys

There are 40 Granges upon my mailing list, of which 26 have furnished
no riskse OFf these 26 there are 12 from which I have been unable to get a
reply, and several others from whose agents no work was roceived for the
la st four or five months after I first wrote thems One good risk from each
of these 26 Granges which have not taken hold of the business would insure
ouUr SUCCESR,

Fe Cs Yeomans
Secty.

REPORT OF FIRE RELIEF ASSCOCIATION 1886

Two years ago I introduced here a plan of fire insurance for the appro=
val of the Oregon State Granges A committee of three was appointed to con=-
sider the practicability of the plan and their report in its favor is found
on page 34 of the Proceedings of 1884, Your Executive Committee districted
the territory included in the plan; appointed temporary directors, of whom
the following actively participated in the work; Bro. Those Paulsen, of
Washington County; Broe Se A, Dawson, of Limn County; Broe Js Vorhees, of
Marion County; Bros He E. Hayed, of Clackamas County; and F. Ce Yoonans, of
Clark County; .the latter was appointed acting secretary of the boards The
history of the first year's work is found recorded on pages 30 and 34 of
the Proceedings of this Grange of 1885, During the summer of 1885 it appear=
ed to the directors that sufficient risks were pledged to enable them to
complete the organization, and on the 14th of August they met at Salem,
Oregon and canvassed the applications for insurance which had been submitted
for their actiones The acceptable applications were found to amount to
$100,475 being only j475more than was required by the by-laws.

The board of directors which thus canvassed the applicaticns was a new
board, and they were elected by the applicants of each districts The new
board was the same as the appointed one except that Broe As Fe Miller was
elected from Clackamas and lultnomah Counties, and Lane County was repre-
sented by Bros J. De Petries

The Board proceeded to form the permanent organizatiom by electing
Bros Ay F. Miller as President; S. A, Dawson as Treasurer, and Fe Cs Yeomans
as Secretery, Of the funds of the Oregon State Grange, there was used in
making the organization $61.55, which amount I now return to your Secretarys
The direct connection between the Oregon State Grange and the Lower Colum-
bia Fire Relief Association cea=ed when the latter was completed; but the
fact that the latter insures none but Patronsg in good standing, makes a bond
of union between them end males the Association a valuable auxiliary of the
grange, and should secure the most amicable relation between those bodies,
In conclusion permit me to add that to this date the association has had
no losses, its risks have increased to a total of about $155,000, and each
week brings new applications and cheering news of progress to the Secretary's
office

F. Cs Yeomans, Secretary.



LOWPR COLUI'BIA RIVER FIRE RELIFF ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL REPORT DEC. 14, 1886

Applications acceptable at time of orgenization $100,435
Applications in force Decs 15, 1886 $182,845440
Gain in 16 months $ 82,410440

In these 16 months there has been no fire, and no assessments to makes
The revenue of the Association has, therefore,been derived from premiums
$425,15« The total expenses, including $75 for work done vrior to the orga-
nization, and for the period of 15 months, amounts to 5397425 leaving on
hand Dece 14, 1888 $27.90s

Such good fortune has attended the work of this association that insur=-
ance has cost the members on an average less than 20 cents on the %100 for
the term of 16 months. Figuring upon the same basis, insurance in stock
companies for the same time would have cost at least $1.40 per %100, or
seven times as muche

This showing is not so favorable to our Association ars the facts
really warrant; but to make a very accurate and lucid showing would make too
elaborate and lengthy a paper of this reports

1, Dodson
Je« Voorhees
Thoa.Paulsen
Committee
REPORT OF COM}:ITTEE ON LIFE INSURANCE

We, your committee to whom was referred the resolution favoring a life
insurance company in the Grange, with the instructions to report at the
next session of the State Grange, beg leave to report that we have had the
same under consideration and investigation for one year, and find that it
is not practicable, and therefore we report against e life insurance in the
Grange. Dated liay 1888

Isaac Simpson
Fe Co Yeoman

Ne Ps Pa:fe

Committees



REPORT OF COMMITTFE ON LIFE INSURAMCE 1899

The committee on life insurance report that nearly the required 400
applications had been received and as soon as that number have paid in their
premiums, certificates will be issueds

Election of directors is provided for on the first Tuesday in Decembers
President, Secretary, and treasurer have been elected by the conmittee.

BEXTRACT FROM THE MASTERS ADDRESS 1900

The Patrons Life Association of Oregon and Washington was organized
Octe 4, 1899, Brothers and Sisters, let us encourage and foster this asso=
ciation by enrolling ourselves with its membership and in so doing strength-
en the order and comfort humanityeceecessss

LIFE INSURANCE RFRSOLUTIOMWS FROM SURPRISE AVD TURNTK GRANGES 1890

Resolved, that Surprise Grange favors a life insurance or Patron's
Relief Association within the Grange, as now in use by Pennsylvamnia State
Grange, and respectfully ask the attention of the Oregon State Grange to
this subjects.

Resolved, that Turner Grange favors the adoption by this State of a
system of mutual life insurance, similar to that now established and in
practice among the Patrons in the State of Pennsylvannia, and that this
aubject be submitted to the State Grange for its consideration.

After discussion, the report was referred to a special committee, con=
sisting of Brothers Boins, Stump,and Sample.

RESOLUTION ON LIFE TI"SURANCE 1897

Whereas, last year, at the regular meeting of the Grange, a coastitu=-
tion and by=-laws were adopted for organization and government of a life
insurance association, therefore be it resolveds That the Master is hereby
requested and authorized to appoint a committee of seven to start up the
matter of life insurance in this State Grange, in accordance with the con-
stitution and by-laws adopted last year by this Granpge.

Resolved, this committee shall work without pays

Resolved, this committee is authorized to call 2 meebting of their com~
mittee to organize as soon as 400 applications have heen fileds

As Fo Miller



REPORT OF THE COMMITTTE ON STATE OF THE ORDER 1874

We believe it is our duty to mature and put into practice through our
Subordinate and State Granges at the earliest possible dates the most feas-
ible plan for accomplishing the following objects:

FIRST, the establishment of a co=-operative system of trade by which
producers and commission men shall deal as directly with each other as
possibles

SECOND, the purchase of farming implements, machinery and sacks at the
manufacturers lowest rates, making no invidious distinetion in the mode of
purchasing headers, mowing machines and farming implements.

THIRD, the disposal of our grain and other farm products at the high=
est market rates, or direct shipments on the most favorable terms, or the
storage of our grain at low rates drawing upon it advances to the largest
amount practicable at the lowest rates of interest receiving sack for sack
in its deliverys

FOURTH, the gradual substitution of cash for credit system.
FIFTH, the establishment of Grange sbtoress

Re MaGurney

A, Js Pitman

Re Pes Olds

PROCEEDINGS OF STATE GRAVGE 1875

The question of furnishing the State Agency with the necessary funds
with which to do business for the Order in a safe and satisfactory manner,
is probably one of the most eritical yet the most important that we have to -
deal with, and cne that demands our most careful consideration. The Execu=
tive Committee has suggested two plans, to which no doubt your attention
will be calleds In addition to those, I would present the Rochdale plan for
your considerations. 1 respectfully call your attention to the propriety of
appointing a committee of the best business minds that we possess, to whom
all those plans may be submitteds They might carefully consider each, and
report a well digested plan to this body for its adoptions We have fritter=
ed away two years of precious time and accomplished but little, At this
meeting we should not fail to adopt a permanent and positive system of busi=-
ness co-operation, and push it vigorously forward until our members shall
receive those benefits that are easily obtained where thorough system and
co-operation prevails and to which they are entitled.

Committee on Co=operation



FROM THE REPORT OF THE STATE AGENCY 1875

ees Apain, one James licKay was charged with having bought a wagon and
the account turned in, After numerous letters were written which failed to
reach him, he happened in the offices On inquiring, we found that he never
bought a wagon of the former agent. By reference to the old books we found
him charged with a wagon, but in red ink on the opposite side, this entry,
"Don't know whether he ever had wagon"s..... Other bills and accounts were
turned in of which they had nec record in the Agency books,

FROM ADDRESS OF 1IASTFR, DANIAL CLARK 1876

It is within our power to reach any legitimate point in this line; and
every Patron, not only in Oregon, but in America has expected to accomplish
something in this direction, but there is a considerable minority of our
members that oppose any plan yet proposed, in fact some are opposed to do=
ing any business within the order,

I find that in most of the states the Patrons are doing business on
the agency plan, although it does not give entire satisfaction in every
instances

There are quite a number of local joint stoek co-operative stores being
started in many of the statess In our own jurisdiction there are several
joint stock companies doing business under the appellation of Grangers, "P.
of He", none of which are working on the co-operative plan. In my opinion
the Oregon State Grange plan is as nearly correct as any yet adopted, and
is subject to any desirable change; still it meets with strong opposition,
and yet it must be apparent to every thinking Patron that if our State
Agent was sustained by patronage of the Order, that it would have been a
complete success and would not only have given entire satisfaction but would
have given to each one his full share of profitss

If then, it proves a failure, not the system but the Brotherhood is at
fanlt and responsible for the failuresss.sBut I am informed by our Worthy
Agent, Brother Ss Ps. Lee, that notwithstanding the untiring efforts that
have been made to break it down, he is able to show a balance in favor of
the Agency for the ten months that he has had it in charge of about 3400,

With this encouragement, pardon me for suggesting that you continue to
strengthen and encourage the Agencys



REPORT OF STATE AGTNCY 1877

I herewith submit a balance sheet taken from the books of the Agency
as they stood on the first of May. The transactions of the month have not
materially changed its statuss The experiment of the Agency has not been as
satisfactory as we could wish, nor as we had hoped. Circumsbances over which
we had no control have worked against the interests of the Agency in such
a way as to make it a constant struggle to keep it goinge I shall waste no
time in fault finding, but simply ecall attention to some of the causes which
have made it impossible to make it successaful,

First, it has not had the support of the Order, and the cause of this
insupport, to a very considerable extent, has been a mania for joint stock
companiess At many of the principal trading pointes throughout the state,
companies have been formed, a local agent appointed, and the busines= of
that community was done through hime Fach of these places carry away their
portion of the trade, which would naturally have come to the prineipal
agencys These, and other things which I shall not now mention, make it in
my opinion necessary and politiec to close the Agency at the carliral practi-
cable moment,

Very respectfully,
Se¢ Pe Loe ~-- Agent,

REPORT OF FINANCIAL COMMITT™E ON THE
STATE AGENCY 1877

We, your finance committee, to whom was referred the matter relating
to the State Agency, beg leave to make the following report to-wit:

Of the assets as reported, we find that there are only about $12,108
considered as of any value, a portion of which, say about %2,269 in machines
will revert to the company which consigned them to the Agency for sale, leav=
ing $9,839 of merchandise and accounts to realize money to pay liabilities
amounting to $14,402; deducting l.5% for collection and commiasions, etecs,
will leave $9,691+42 for that purposes According to this estimate there will
be a deficit of $4,933482, for which amount this Grange is morally bound,

As to recommendations imposed on your committee to devise the way in
which this business can be elosed to the best advantage, we beg leave to
state that in the limited time given to us for consideration on this most
important question, we freely acknowledze that we have not the business
acumen to see clearly the best means of accomplishing this objects We
might hit upon a plan by accident even at this distances It is the opinion
of the committee that those most conversant with business transactions
connected with the Agency should take the matter in hand and close it a=s
in their judgment will be most likely to rebound to the benefits of this
Grange« Perhaps the notes and accounts of the brethern living in the differ-
ont portions of this jurisdiction could be sent to the Masters of the differ
ent Granges with a request to prescnt them to such debtors appealing to ther



in behalf of the creditors of the State Grange to pay such indebtedness so
that the agency may be closeds If the creditors do not respond, the accounts
would be placed in the hands of an officer of the law for collections

We, your committee, would further recommend that the proceeds arising
from the sale of the property belonging to the Agency be applied to the
liquidation of its debts other than those arising from the loans by the State

Grange.

And we further recommend that all funds coming to the State Grange
Treasury be pledged to the payment of the certificates of deposit held by
our members after all the current expenses of the State Grange shall have
been paid,

In conclusion, your committee would say that from the trial balance
submitted them, they find that if all the outstanding debts due the Agency
were paid and the merchandise <old at its estimated value there would still
be a deficit of 983,46, Your comittee have not sufficient experience in
merchantile business to be able with the means and time before them to say
why this defiecit occurss

Ve We Randall
John Whitteaker
J« Bse Looney

RESOLUTION ON CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 1883

Resolution by Brother Bs Fe Burch as follows; read and on motion adopted:
Whereas, the State Grange of 1875 authorized the borrowing of a certain
amount of money upon certificates are yet unpaid, thereofore, resolved, that
the Executive Committee be and is hercby authorized and instructed to ascer=
tain as soon as practical the amount still due on =aid certificates of de=
posit, and if the amount does not exceed three hundred dollars, then they
are authorized to draw upen the Treasurer for that amount. But if the amount
exceeds three hundred dollars, the whole amount be referred to the State
Grange for their action.

REPORT OF FINMAYCE COMMITTEE 1879

We Me==Your finance committee, to whom was referred the report of the
comnittee on the business of the State Grange Agency, beg leave to submit
the following report: That we have carefully examined statements taken
from the books of the Agency by Brothers Randall, Warner, and Lent, that
show the total liabilities of the agency exclusive of loans to the Agency
fund to be $7761.47; and according to the best evidence before us, the
assets are estimated at $2059,91 instead of $4294,72 reported as outstanding
on the books of the Agency, of which only $423,91 of bills receivable are
at all likely to be colleated, leaving a deficit of $5701.56 the balance eon=
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gisting of machinery, implements, etecs, which we suggest the committee on
Agency business be instrveted to return to the various manufacturers in
payment of their claims such machinery or implements as may he on hand and
dispose of other property as soon as possible, and divide the nroceeds pro
rata among the creditors of the Agencys Your committee belicves from the
evidence presented to us that many of the items charged upon the books
against the Agency are really not owing to the parties, it appecaring that
the books of the Agency are totally unreliable, having been kept without
regard to accuracys.

Your committee asked to be relieved from the further consideration of
the subjects,

Ds 84 Do Buieks

RUPORT OF COMVITTTE OF AGENCY FUND 1880

Your committee on finance beg leave to report as follows upon the re~
port of the committee on settling up the business of the State Agency:

We find the vouchers, figures and papers of the committee submitted
to us to be correct, and that the actual indebtedness of the Grange, out=
side of the Agency Loan fund, to be about $500; that the Ageney Loan Fund
has been reduced by'cancella+1on of certificates to the amount of $125,

We recommend that the committee be continued until the business be
completely settled, and that if possible, funds be raised to liquidate the
out standing #5004

REPORT OF STATT ACENT COMMITTTE 1888

We, your committee appointed to consider the feasibility of establish=
ing an agency in Portland and to report to this Grange; also if dcemed best,
to take steps to establish the same; would submit the following report:

We believe an agency is wanted by most of the Granges in the jurisdic=-
tion, and we believe it advisable to place an agent in Portland to purchase
and sell for the Patrons.

We would recommend that your committee be instructed to procced to
ascertain whether suitable arrangements can be made, and submit their work
to the Subordinate Granges, When, if it meet the approval of a fair portiom
of the Granges the committee shall complete the arrangements and notlfy the

Granges of the sames

We recommend that the Executive Committee be allowed to pay the actual
expenses of this committee in a sum not to exceed $25.

MeMin Dodson J e Vorhees
We A. Sample Fe Cs Yeoman
Ay R, Shipley
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RESOLUTION 1876

Resolution by Brother Rs Pe Steem, that our Business Agent shall make
out a descriptive catalog and price list of sewing machines, organs, plows
and wagons for which he is agent, together with Portland cash price foér
Schuttler, Bain and Whitewater wagons; also of the Deer and Gardner City
Sulky and Gang plows, Buckeye grain drills, Broad Cast Seceders, ctc., also
prices of othor staple goods and merchandise, and forward a copy of the same
to the Secretary of each Subordinate Grange in this jurisdiction as soon
possibles

REPORT OF THE COMITTEE ON CO-OPERATION 1877

Your committee to whom was referred a portion of the Masters address
relative to co=operation, beg leave to report that we find the State Grange
Company, or State Agency, and also the N.WeSsSe& CeCoes have failed to give
satisfaction, or enlist the general sympathy and support of the Order; and
believing that the Grange Co-operative Association of the Northwest to be
the best plan proposed, and the only one we can reeommend, whereby we can
carry on the business arm of our Order on a satisfactory and skillful basis;
therefore we would recommend the 1 ,WeS5,5:& C4Cos, and the State Grange
Company or Agency, close up their business in a legal manner st the earliest
practicable moment.,

We further recommend that another vigorous effort be made to have the
necessary amount of stock taken in the Grange Co=operative Association of
the Northwest to insure its organizatione

Tle would recommend further, that should the Grange Co=operative Asso-
ciation of the Northwest fail 4o be organized,we should go back to the first
principles and commence anew to build up and establish co~operative asso~
ciations in the Subordinate and Pomona Grangess.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
Jnce Creighton
Chairman.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO INCORPORATE THE
GRAVGE CO=OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION OF THE NORTHWEST

Wey, the committee appointed at the last meeting of the State Grange
with instruetions to file articles of incorporation of the Grange Co-operas .
tive Association of the Northwest, beg leave to report, that we met in the
city of Portland on the lst day of November 1876, and proceeded to carry
out the instructions of the State Grange; filed articles of incorporation,
opened stock books and solicited subscriptions to the same, but up to the
present time only 2939 shares have been subscribed and reported, with a few
stock books still in the hands of solicitors which will probably swell the
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amount to 3500 shares. The statutes of Oregon require that one-half the
capital stock must be subscribed before the organization can be completed;
1500 shares are still required to enable us to complete the organizations

Ps Fo Castleman
President

MASTERS ADDRESS MADE BY WM. CYRUS 1877

The last State Grange foreshadowed by resolution a plan for a co-opera=
tive Association in business, to be called THE GRANGE CO=-OPTRATIVE AS.OCIA=
TION FOR THE NORTHWESTywhich it wes hoped and supposed would harmonize all
former conflicting interests and dissentions in regard to both the State
Agency system and also of the WeWs SeSe& CeCos, and therefore concentrate
the business of the Order, so far as the State Agency was considered, in one
harmonious chamnels The committee appointed to carry into operation the
prcposed plan, performed the duty assigned them so far as they were ables
They made and filed articles of incorporation, as the statute of this state
in which cases direat; effected a happy and fraternal adjustment of long
and unhappy differences then existing between the State Agency and the
N WeSeSs& CoCos, by which the latter company delivered to us, to be sold
upon commission, their entire stock of goods. They stepped dewn and out of
the way, and at the same time offered their united supprrt to the further-
ance of the new plan,

The committee then opened stock books buoyant with hope of a speedy
acocompli shment of the object soughts But we had hardly started in the work
when we found opposition in our own ranks busily engaped to defeat the plan
proposed by the committee, claiming that it was not in accordance with the
resolution of the State Grange authorizing its inaugerations The incorpo=-
ration dommittee will, I presume, report to this body the state and condition
of their work which will inform you that the association is incomplete and
if in your judgment it cannot be completed, you will then be left to devise
a more feasible plan or conclude to do no business at all, when we will be
back again to the middleman and the mercy of the Jew, unless you find that
the State Agency is a success, which I from my stand~point cannot even
hope fore

REPORT OF WORTHY LECTURER, WM. HOLDER 1891

During the past year our financial enterprises have continued to grow
with our orders In Umatilla County their co-operative store which was in
existence one year ago is in a prosperous condition. In Gilliam and Morrow
Counties they have adopted the trade card system, which has greatly benefit-
ed the members there, and is giving universal satisfaction to both Patrons
and dealerse,

In Sherman County they have formed a co-operative warehouse associa=
tion and propose to store their own grain, thereby doing away with the combi-
netion of middlemen that was formed last year and defranded them out of from
Pive to seven cents on each bushel of wheat that was sold in that county.
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Wasco and Sherman Counties in this State, and Klickitat County in
Tashington have formed a co-operative association to run a Grange store
which is now in full blast in the city of The Dylles and is doing a good
businesss This enterprise started out with a vast amount of enthusiasm
among our members, and with the scorns and jeers from our enemiess WMo notice
wa.s taken of their opposition, and today no enterprise that the Grange in
this State ever undertook stands in a better position than this one does for
the short time that it has been runninge. Since the first two weeks of its
existance it has been a paying investrent. Our members in the three coun-
ties spoken of, seem determined to maintain it, knowing full well that our
wealth depends upon the success of our stores It is run on the true Roch=
dale principle of co=operations

REPORT OF W. A. SAVPLE, DFPUTY FOR UMATILLA COUNTY, 1890

As Deputy Master for Umatilla county, I submit my annual report, giving
a detailed statement of the working of our noble Order in that portion of
our jurisdictione

There are eight live and working grenges in the county in addition to
a Pomona Grange with a large membershipes The advantages of buying and sell-
ing together has had a good effect on our membership, in fact, so beneficial
to our Order that we have formed a company, and have the same duly incorpo-
rated under the laws of Oregon. Our firm is known as the Farmers Co=opora=
tive Association with the object of buying and selling of farm produce,
machinery, etce Last spring our Pomona Grange ordered two carloads of imple
ment s, consisting of plows, harrows, wagons, hacks, etce The implements
gave good satisfaction; they were bought from Mr. Josiah Jordon, the gentle-
man who met with the State Grange last year, The firm has the exclusive
sales right for Umatilla county on the line of implementss The Portland
implement firms have been sending men to our county offering very favorable
terms on their lines of poodsfessss

REPORT OF J, CASTO, CLACKAMAS COUNTY 1892

esessl wish to speak of co-operation in the purchase of goodss The
Patrons in Butte Creeck Grange own and control a general merchandise store,
and have for a number of vears, It has proved a success and is the leading
business house in that part of the countys During the last year Harding
Grange has opened a stock of goods on Grange days and sell goods at cost
and & very asmall profit to keep the stock goods This has proven quite an
advantage to the members and is correspondingly populare Our county has
enjoyed a very successful Farmers! Institute held in the Meolalla Grange
halleos
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WORSHIPFUL MASTFR, R. P. BOISE'S ADDRESS 1884

Our past success affords us much encouragement and promise for the
futures Our business co=operation in this jurisdiection has progressed
favorably during the past year; old co-operative associations have generally
increased their business and some new ones are being establisheds DBerides
the large and profitable business transacted by the Linn County Council,
there is a Grange store well established and doing a good business in
Josephine County, also one at liclMinnville, and one at Powell's Velley and
otherssesee

We may also co~operate to a great advantage in the matter of fire
insurances The heavy expense which attend the operation of the ordinary
fire insurance companies which now do business in this state can be aveided
by usesseThe saving in expense will be very great, for I am credibly in-
formed that the expense attending the management of ordinary fire insurance
companies equal about one half of the amount of money paid on premiums for
insurances I call special attention to this important subjecte

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1898

We, your executive Committee beg leave to submit the following reports

Pursuant to resolutions adopted at the last session of the State Grange,
authorizing the Executive committee to make arrangements for trade, an agree=
ment was made with the Pacific Coast Home Supply Association of Portland,
as set forth in the following circular.

PACIFIC COAST HOME SUPPLY ASSOCIATION

Portland, Ore., Oct. 5, 1897

To the members of the Executive Board,
Oregon State Grange,

Gent lemens

In accordance with your request for a proposition from our Association,
whereby the members of various sub=granges throughout the State of Oregon
might be enabled to procure the advantages of regular wholesale prices
through the regular plan of co-operation which we have established between
our members throughout the Northwest and the wholesale hous<e in this eity,
we beg to submit to your consideration the following prepositions

We will enroll the individual members of any sub=grange in Oregon as
members of our association upon receipt of an annual fee of 30 cents pro=
vided a club of not less than five is procured from each Grange desiring
to avail themselves of Association pricess

We will furnish each member with a copy of our new illustrated cata-
logue, which is the most complete price list issued on the Pacific coast,
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as well as the best guide to wholesale prices that can be hads Hoping this

proposition will meet with your favorable consideration, and that it will
lead to business relations which shall be the means of furthering the in=
terests of your organization throughout the State, we remain,

Very truly yours,

Pacific Coast Home Supply Associatione

We the Executive Committee of Oregon State Grange would recommend the
foregoing proposition as the most practical plan of co-operative buying and
selling that has been presented to uss TFach Grange whiech adopts this propo=
sition will understand that all business must be for cash and done through
the Secretary of the subordinate Grange, or by trede cards with the seal of
the Grange and signature of the Secretary. Members vi siting Pertland can

make their own selection of goods desiredessss

W, M¢ Helleary

Vs Po Lent

Executive Committee
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OREGON STATE GRANGE

Articles of Incorporation filed Nove 7, 1874

This instrument, executed in triplicate witnesseth that Daniel Clark,
Es Forbes, He Ns Hill, and Ms Fiske do hereby associate themselves together
and make these articles of incorporation under and pursuance to the general
laws of Oregon relating to the formation of private corporationse

First==The said Daniel Clark, E. Forbes, He. N. Hill, and lis Fiske their
associates successors and assign do hereby form an incorporation, and adopt
as the name assumed' by said incorporaticn, and by whieh it shall be known,
THE OREGON STATE GRANGE OF THE PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY.

Second~=The duration of this incorporation shall be perpotuals

Third==~The business enterprise and occupation in which this said corpo=
ration is to engage in the acquiring by gift donation, purchase, or other=
wise, of real estate and personal property, and the holding, using, selling,
disposing of and conveying the same; the chartering of ships; the shipping
of wheat and other grain and produce, and goods, wares, and merchandise gene-
rally, and the carrying of a general merchandisifg business; the borrowing
and loaning of money of mortgages and personal security and carrying on of
a general banking business; and disposing of stock in other corporations

whether home or foreigne

Fourth=~The principal office and place of business of this corporation
shall be in the city of Portland, Oregons

Fifth=-The amount of capital stock of this corporation shall be $50,000.
United States gold coin, divided into shares of $100.00 like gold coin, with
the power to increases

In witness whereof we have set our hands and seals in triplicate this
seventh day of November, 1874,

Daniel Clark
Ees Forbes
He MaHill

e Fiske
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THE FARMERS MFRCANTILF ASSOCIATION OF FAIRFIWLD

Article ls==The name of this corporation and by which it shall be known
is the Farmers Mercantile Association,

Article 2.~-The enterprise and business in which this corporation pro=
poses to engage is a general receiving, forwarding and mercantile business,

Article 3.==This corporation proposes to have its prineipal office or
place of business in Marion county at the town of Fairfield in the state of
Oregone

Article 44~=The amount of capital stoek of this corporation is eight
thousand dollars ($8000).

Article 5.-«The amount of each share of the eapital stock of this corpo-
ration is one hundred dollars ($100), and the whole number of shares is
eightye

Article 6+~=No share holder of this corporation shall be the owner at
one time of more than five shares of the capital stock of this associatione

Je Je Buckerley
Filed with the County
Clerk March 14, 1870 As Co Keen

Je Je Blevens

AGRICULTURAL WARFHOUSE COMPANY

Article ls The name assumed by this corporation and by which it shall
be known is the Agricultural Varehouse Company.

Article 2« The duration of this corporation shall be unlimited,

Article 3¢ The enterprisey pursuit, business and occupation in which
this corporation proposes to engage is to construet and operate a warehouse
at or near Eugene City, Lane County, Oregon, for the purpcse of receiving,
storing, and forwarding grain and all kinds of produce, and doing general
warehouse forwarding and commission business; to take, receive and hold real
estate of any description necessary to conduct and carry on said business
and to employ men to carry on the samee To sell lease or dispose of in any
manner authorized by a majority of the sharehclders the said property or
any portion thereofs To take, receive hold and by law collect all donations
and subscriptionss The maximum price for storage in the said warehouse
shall be five cents per bushels The holders of stock in this company shall
be entitled to store in the warehouse a maximum of 1000 bushels of grain
for each and every share of stock owned by them,

Article 4¢ The principle office for the transaction of business of
this corporation shall be at said agricultural warehouses,
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Article 5. The amount of the capital stock of the corporation shall
be and is hereby fixed at $600,000,

Article 6, The amount of each share of stock is hereby fixed at $20.

In witness whereof we have set our hands and seals this 1l0th day of
July, 1874,

John Simpson
George Belshaw
St+ John Skinner

James Foe Amis

ABAQITA GRANGE CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY

Know all men by these presents, that we W, Dunagan, Fzra Henson and
We Re Coss of Marion County in the State of Oregon, having assoeciated our=-
selves together under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Oregon for
the purpose of forming and do hereby form and organize a corporation for
the purposes and with the name, capital stock and location herein named.

Article l.~=This corporation shall be known as the Abaqna Grange Co=
operative Companys.

Article 2+~~The enterprise and business in which this corporation pro-
poses to engage is to purchase, possess and dispose of such real and per=-
sonal property as may be necessary and convenient and to borrow and loan

money for the purposes of carrying into effect the object of this corpora=
tion,

Article 34~=~The principal place of business of this corporation is
located in Abagna precinet in the County of Marion and the State of Oregon.

Article 4+.-=The capital stock of this corporation shall be two thou=
sand dollars with the power to increases

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 7th
day of November 1876,

We Dunagan
Ezra Henson

We Ro Cons
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LANE COUNTY FARMER'S MERCANTILE ASSOCIATION

Know all men by these prosents that we the undersigned incorporators,
Johm Kelley, John Singer, William Russel, Roscoe Knox, J. W. McClung, and
Matthew Tallis of the Lane County, State of Oregon, do by these presents
associate ourselves together as a corporation and body pelitic under and by
virtue of the General incorporation laws of the State of Oregon, approved
Octe 14, 1862, and amendments thereto and for such purpose we do jointly
and severally hereby agree to and with each other to the following articles
of incorporations

Article 1¢ The name assumed by this corporation and by which it shall
be known is THE LANE COUNTY FARIER'S MERCANTILE ASSOCIATION.

Article 2, The duration of this corporation =hall be unlimited.

Article 3+ The enterprise, business pursuit and occupation in which
this corporation proposes to engage is to carry on a general mercantile
business, buying and selling general merchandise and produce; receiving,
storing and forwarding grain and all kinds of produce and general mercantile
forwarding and commission businesss Locate and receive and hold real estate
of every deseription necessary to conduct and carry on said business, and
to employ men to carry on the sames To sell, lease or dispose of in any
menner authorized by a majority of the shareholders, the property of said
association or any portion thereof, and to take, receive, hold and by law
collect any donations and subseriptions,

Article 4, The principal office for the transaction of business of
this corporation shall be Eugrne, Lane County, Oregon.

Article 5., The amount of capital stock of this corporation shall be
and is hereby fixed at $20,000,

Article 6, The amount of each share of stock shall be and is hereby
fixed at $20.

Witness our hands and seals this 9th day of Feb, 1876,
Roscoe Knox Joln Singer
Matthew Wallis William Russel

John Kelley Je We MeClung
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GRANGE CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION OF THE MORTHWEST

This instrument executed in triplicate witneseth that we William Cyrus,
A, Holder, Ira S, Townsend, P. F, Castleman and As R. Shipley do hereby
associate ourselves together as a body corporate and make these articles of
inecorporation under the laws of the State of Oregon relating to the forma-
tions of private corporations,

Article 1l¢ This corporation shall be known and designated as the
Grange Co-operative Association of the North West and its duration shall be
perpetual,

Article 2, The enterprise, business pursuit or occupation in which
this corporation proposes to engage is to establish and maintain a general
trade and commission business in merchandise, farm products and machinery
for the mutual benefit of the stockholders and customers and shall have
power to purchase, hold and convey real estate to loan and borrow money and
charter vessels,

Article 3¢ The principal place of business of this corporation shall
be in the city of Portland, State of Oregon.

Article 4+ The amount of each share of the capital stock shall be
five dollars.

Article 54 The amount of capital stock of this corporation shall be
&
$50,000.

Article 6¢ The net profits of all business carried on by said associa=
tion after paying expenses of management, making the proper deduction in
value for the fixed stock and paying an annual dividend of ten per cent on
the paid=in capital thereof shall be divided emong the customers of the
association who are members of the Patrons of Husbandry, in proportion to
the amount of their purchases provided that such profits may be paid in
stock of corporation.

Witness our hands and seals this 3lst day of October, 1876,
William Cyrus
A, Holder
Ira S. Townsend

P, Fu Castleman.
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MeMINNVILLE GRANGE CO~OPERATIVE COMPANY

Know all men by these presents that we, Bs Jo Fuller, A, K. Olds, and
Ay Jo Nelson as incorporators and for the purposes hereinafter set forth do
hereby make and subscribe the following articles of incorporation.

Article 1« The name assumed by this corporation and by which it shall
be known is the MeMinnville Grange Co-operative Company and its duration
shall not be limiteds

Article 2. This corporation proposes to engage in the business of buy-
ing and selling and exchanging all kinds of goods wares and merchandise.

Article 3+ The principal office and place of business of this eorpora=-
tion shall be in the town of Mclinnville, in Yamhill County, State of Oregon.

Article 4+ The amount of the capital stock of this corporation shall
be two thousand dollars.,

Article 5 The amount of each share of the capital stock of this
corporation shall be ten dollarse

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals in tri-
plicate at McMinnville in the Yamhill County, State of Oregon this 1llth day
of March 1882,

Be Fo Fuller

As Ko Olds

As Je Nelson
MeMinnville, April 14, 1883

The stockholders in the MclMimmville Grange Co-operative Company met
in the Grange hall in McMinnville, Yamhill County, Oregon, as above dated
Alece Reid in the chair; He As Lougherry, Secretarys. A majority of the
stockholders being present, the house was called to order, the chairman
stating the object of the meeting being that of inereasing the capital
stock, and to transact such other business as may properly come before the
meetinge The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were read and approved,
said meeting being held Jan, 13, 1883, On motion of A. J. Nelson that the
capital stoek of the company be increased from two thousand to four thou=
sand dollars, vote was taken and passed unanimouslys. The resignation of
He As Lougherry as Secretary was tendered and on motion was accepted and
on motion that the directors appoint a secretary to act until the next
quarterly meetings Be Fs Fuller was then appointed to take charge of the
books and papers also to act as secretary,

Meeting adjourned,
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MecMINNVILLE GRANGE AND FARMER'S COMPANY

Xnow all men by these presents that we John Re Booth, Arthur Andrews,
Samuel Cozine, and A. J. Nelson ans incorporators and for the purposes here=
inafter set forth, do hereby make and subscribe the following articles of
incorporation as follows:

Article ls The name assumed by this corporation and by which it shall
be known is the MeMinnville Grange and Farmer's Company and its duraticn
shall not be limited,

Article 2, This corporation proposes to engage in the business of buy-
ing and selling and exchanging all kinds of goods wares and merchandises

Article 3s The principal office and place of business of this corpora-
tion shall be in the town of MelMinnville in Yamhill County, State of Oregon,

Article 4, The amount of capital stock of this corporation shall be
$4000 4

Article 5« The amount of each share of the capital stoek of this
corporation shall be $20. «

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals in trie=
plicate at MelMinnville in Yamhill County, State of Oregon, this 7th day of
October 1884,

Js Re Booth
Arthur Andrews
Samuel Cozine
As Jo Velson

SUPPLEMENTAL ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF McMINNVILLE GRANGE AND FARMER'S COMPANY

Know all men by these presents; that we J. R. Booth, MsRichardson and
Re Melson, the duly . elected, qualified and acting directors of the Mclfinne
ville Grange and Farmer's Company, a corporation duly organized under and
by virtue of the laws of the State of Oregon, and having its principal
office and place of business at MeMinnville, in the County of Yamhill, State
of Oregon, do hereby by virtue of authority in us vested by vote of more
than three fourths of all the stock of said company, had at a meeting of
the stockholders of said company held pursuant to & due and legal notice
thereof, at Mollinnville, Oregon, on the 1l2th day of January, 1901, make,
execute and acknowledge the following supplementael articles of incorporation,
increasing the capital stock of the said company to wit:

That article 4 of the original artiecles of incorporation of said
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McMinnville Grange and Fammer's Company which were executed on the 7th day
of October 1884, and which said article 4 of said original articles of in=-
corporation was amended on the 26th day of lay, 1890, and which =aid origi=
nal articles of incorporation, and said supplemental articles of incorpora=
tion are duly filed and recorded at the office of the County Clerk of said
Yamhill County, State of Oregon, be the same and are hereby amended to that
same shall read as follows, to wits

Article 44 The amount of the capital stock of this corporation shall
be fifteen thousand dollars, ($15,000)

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals to these
supplemental articles of incorporation in triplieate at Mcllinnville, in the
County and State aforesaid, this 1l4th day of January, 1901,

Js ReBooth
Me Richardson
R. Nelson
HILLSBORO CO=OPFRATIVE COMPANY
Article 14 The name of this corporation shall be Inown as the Hills~
boro Co-operative Companys.
Article 2+ The business of this corporation shall be to purchase sell,
lease and rent real estate, and to erect, build or lease, or to sell rent
and lease buildings, store houses, warehouses, mills or machinerve To buy

ard sell all kinds of goods wares and merchandise, and to do a general busi-

ness of manufacturing, and to co-~operate in buying and selling all kinds of
farm products, )

Article 34 The principal place of business of this corporation shall
be at Hillsboro, Washington County, State of Oregone

Article 4, The capital stock of this corporation shall be two thou-
sand dollarss

Article 5« The amount of each share of the capital stock of this
corporation shall be twenty dollarss

In testimony whereof we the undersigned incorporators have hereunto
set our hands and seals in triplicate this 13th day of llarch, 1886,

James He Sewell
John W, Shute

Benjamin Scholfield
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TILLAMOOX AGRICULTUR'L ASSOCIATION

We the undersigned do heregy adopt the following articles of incorpora=
tion==

Firste The name of the corporation shall be the Tillamook Agricultural
Association,

Seconde Its duration shall be perpetuals

Thirde Its principal place of business shall be at Lincoln in Tilla-
mook County, Oregone

Fourths Its Capital Stock shall be $500.

Fifths The number of shares shall be fifty of the value of ten dollars
eachs

Sixthe The officers of the Corporation shall be a president; a secre=
tary, and two directorss

Seventhe The object of the corporation shall be to buy and sell butter,
cheese, live stock, merchandise and agricultural implements; to conduct
county fairs; to own and conduct a co-operative store, and do & general
commission business, and to buy, own, and control such property, real and
personal, as may be necessary to accomplish the purposes of the corporation,

Eighth. It is further provided that no more than one share of stock
in this corporation shall be owned by any one person or be members of the
same household,

Txecuted this 12th day of July 1886,
Claude Thayer
Le Co Washburn
He Fe Holden
UMATILILA COUNTY FARMTR'S CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY
Know all men by these presents that we, Clark Walters, George Gibson,
and We Os Warren all of Umatilla County, Oregon, do hereby associate our=
selves together and incorporate ourselves as a corporation under and by

virtue of the laws of the state of Oregon, and adopt the following articles
of incorporations

Article l¢ The name of the corporation and by whieh it shall be known
shall be the Umatilla County Farmer's Co=operative Comnany.

Article 2+ The enterprise, business and occupation in which this corpo=
ration proposes {0 engage shall be the buying and selling of agricultural
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machinery, and selling the products of the farm; and buying and selling
general merchandise, etcs

Article 3¢ The principal office of this corporation shall be at the
town of Helix in Umatilla County, State of Oregon.

Article 4+ The amount of capital stock of this corporation shall be
three thousand dollars (#$3000) divided into one hundred and twenty shares
of twenty~five dollars each.

Article 5« The amount of each share of such capital stock shall be
twenty~five dollars,

Article 64 The control and management of this corporation shall be
vested in not less than three directors, but after the adoption of the by=
laws by the stockholders of the corporation such by-laws shall prescribe
the number of direectors thereofs

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals in tri-
plicate this 7th day of May As Ds 1890,

Clark Walter
George Gibson
We Oa Warren

THE EASTERN OREGON CO=-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
OF THE PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY

Whereas heretofore As Ss Roberts, Be J. Meddler, D. L. Butler, l. W,
Freeman, Hugh M. Baxter, L. Canfield, John lleddler, and William Holder
associated themselves together and formed a corporation under and by virtue
of the laws of the State of Oregon, named and called The Fastern Oregon Co=
operative Association of the Patrons of Husbandry, (Limited),duration fifty
years, for the purposes of establishing and maintaining a general merchan~
dise and commission business, and wholesale business, and wholesale and re-
tail co-operative store or stores, and the buying and selling real estate
or other property that might be necessary to promote the objects of its
creation; and the transaction of any and all kinds of business ineident or
appertaining thereto for the mutual benefit and profit of its stockholders.
With the principal place of business at The Dglles, Oregon, and the amount
of its capital stook fixed at 54000 divided into 400 shares of the nar value
of $10 each, articles of incorporation which were executed on the 9th day
of September 1890 were filed,

Whereas after the execution and filing of said articles said corpora=-
tion organized and elected a board of directors, president, and secretary,
adopted by-laws and engaged in the transaction of the business for which
it was organized, and is now so engaged, and

Whereas it has been found that the amount of capital stoek of the
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corporation named in the articles of incorporation is inadequate for the
successful operation of its business, and

Whereas at a meeting of the stockholders of said corporation held in
The Dalles, Oregon, on the 24th day of June, 1891, which was called for the
purpose of increasing the capital stock thereof and the number of ita shares
by a majority vote of all of the stoeck of said corporation. The stock
thereof was increased from $4000 to $20,000 and the number of stock from
400 to 2000 shares, and the directors of said corporation whereby like vote
directed to file supplemental articles of incorporation,

Now therefore, in consideration of the business and for the purpose of
increasing the capital stock and shares of said corporation and to enable
it the better to carry on the said business of general merchandising and
handling of farm implements and all the supplies of the farm, and the busi~-
ness in which it is engaged or may hereinafter engage, we Se¢ R. Husbands,
A, S. Roberts, Wm. Holder, Frank Pike, directors of said corporation do make
and execute the following articles of incorporation supplemental to wit:

Article le The name of th's corporation shall be The Tastern Oregon
Co=operative Association of Patrons of Husbandry (Limited), and its dura=-
tion shall be fifty years from and after the 9th day of September 1890.

Article 2+ The purpose for which this corporation is formed and the
business in which it proposes to engage is the establishing and maintaining
a general merchandise and commission business and wholesale and retail co=
operative store or stores of buying and selling real estate and other prop-
erty as may be necessary to promote the object of its business; and of
transacting any and all kinds of business ineident or appertaining thereto,
for the mutual profit and benefit of its stock holders who are members of
the Patrons of Husbandrye

Article 3+ The principal office and place of business of this corpora=
tion shall be The Dalles, Oregon,

Article 4. The amount of the capital stock of this corporation shall
be $20,000 divided into two thousand shares of the par value of {10 each,
and no person shall ever become the owner of more than twenty sharess

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals on this
the 26th day of June 1891,

Se Re Husbands
A. Ss ROberts
Wme. Holder

Frank Pike.
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LIBTRAL CO=-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

Katie Willett, Rueben Wright, and Levi Stelman, all residents and citi=-
zens of Clackamas County, Oregon do make and subscribe these articles of
incorporation under the general laws of the State of Oregon for the purposes
indicated herein to wit:

The name assumed by this said corporation and by which it shall be known
is The Liberal Co=operative Association and the duration thereof shall he
unlimitedas

The business pursuit and occupation in which such corporation proposes
to engage is the carrying on a general merchandise store on the co=operative
plane

The principle place of such business and the location of its store shall
be at Liberal Post Office or near there in Clackamas County, Oregon.

The capital stock of such corporation shall be three thousand dollarss

In witneas whereof we do hereto set our hands and affix our seals this
4th day of June, 1895,

Katie Willett
Rueben Wright

Levi Stehman
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