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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1, The Problem

The state of Oregon has long been interested in the problems of
the blind, In 1872 a school for the blind was established in Salem;
in 1921 the Oregon Employment Institution for the Blind (now the Oregon
Blind Trades School) first began to function as a state institution; in
1936 the state first began to provide pensions for the blind., Although
there have been a mmber of investigations of the two state institutions
which care for a portion of the blind in Oregon, there have never been
any thorough studies made showing their purposes or accomplishments in
detail,

In 1932 the Advisory Board for the Blind attempted a survey of the
blind in Oregons The report of this board, A Survey of the Blind in

Oregon, is extremely fragmentery and ineconclusive., In fact, neither a
fair nor a complete picturq of the status of the blind in the state can
be gleaned from its pages, The discussion is largely devoted to stat-
istical information and an enumeration of the state programs for the
blind, with very little information concerning the actual benefits of
these programs to the blind, There are no other studies or reports
availeble which give information coneerning the blind of Oregon or the
work being done in their behalf, ’
Approximately $299,713.80 a year is being spent on the blind in
Oregon, This is exclusive of amounts being used for W,P.A, teachers and



readers programs which both help the blind and provide employment, Of
the §299,713,80, $212,474.00 is expended for blind assistance, $53,952,50
for the Oregon State Sehool for the Blind, $31,719,30 for the Oregon
Blind Trades School, and $1,568.00 for the reader's fund, Exeept for :
$105,987,00 which the federal government provides for blind assistance,
all of this money is furnished by the taxpeyers of the state of Q-ogon.l

It is apparent that the programs for the blind in the state are
costing nearly one~third of a million dollars a year, yet the citizens and
taxpayers of the state have littio knowledge, if any, as to how this
money is being used or as to how satisfactorily the various programs are
workings For these reasons, it is felt that there is a definite need for
a study of the status of the blind in the state of Oregon,

2e Methodology

Because it is impossible to understand the present status of the
blind separate from their status in the past, some space is devoted to the
history of the care of the blind, That part dealing with the history
outside of the state of Oregon is based upon published literature, The
history of the esre of the blind in Oregon has been divided into two
parts, one dealing with the Oregon State School for the Blind in Salem
and the other with the Oregon Blind Trades School in Portland, Some
historical information is presented which is not related to either of
these institutions, but because of lack of available information ne

le eof: Blind assistance, governor's recomnendations for 1939
1940; Ninth suto Budget of Oregon for tho 1939-1940 Biennium, p. 132 ff,

Oregon State School for EE egon Blind Trades School,
é;suhtin u.pproprution for the 1959-1940 biennium, &'ogm Laws, 1939,

Reader's fund, estimated expenditures for the 1937-38 biennium,
Ninth State Budget of Oregon for the 1939-1940 Biennium, pe 44e
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special section has been devoted to this aspects Particular attention
is focused on the two institutions since all of the available informa~
tion concerning the history of the dlind is centered arownd them,

The historical information concerning the blind in Oregon comes
from three major sourcess (1) institutional records, prineipelly the bie
ennial reports, minutes, correspondence, and accounts of the imstitutions,
(2) published information, perticulirly newspapers and articles pube
lished in Oregon magazines, snd (3) interviews with iorku'l for the blind
and with persons at present or previously connected with the institutions
as residents or clients, ctudints, teachers, administrators, and other
‘officials,

A three-fold technique was used in ascertaining the present status
of the blind in Oregons »

(1) Statistieal. The number and charscteristie traits of the
blind throughout the state have been studied statistically (a) by cone
sulting institutional records and through interviews with the superimten-
dents of the institutions; (b) through information concerning blind minors
nade available by the State Board of Healthy (¢) through partial and frag-
mentary information made available by the State Relief Committee, and
(d) by consulting sundry published informetion available on the subjecte

(2) Interview method. Most of the information concerning the
present status of the blind in Oregon has been gathered through a large
number of interviews with (1) administrative officers and members of the
boards and comnissions working with the blind; (2) institutional blind of
the two established state institutions for the care of the blind; (3) none
institutional blind, end (4) persons directly related to the care of the



blind, such as relatives, physiciens, and independent workers for the
blind. :
(3) Representative life~historical cases, based upon information

obtained (a) by direct interviews with blind persons, their relatives,
end the superintendents of the institutions eering for the blind, end
(b) by consultation of institutional records. These cases are selected
on the basis of the extent to which they are typical of certain classes
of blind,

3, Special Difficulties

Considereble difficulty was experienced in obtaining certain types
of information. The institutional records of the Oregon State School for
the Blind prior to 1931 and of the Oregon Blind Trades School up %o the
present are very meagre. This made it necessary to rely almost entirely
upon the biennial reports, the deily newspapers, and interviews for hise
torical data,

The statistical information comes from a number of sources, Most of
this data is probebly inaccurate because of (1) the incomplete coverage
of the blind, (2) the use of different methods of gathering information,
and (3) the use of different definitions of terms and different classi-
fications, Thus the material from the different sources is not compare
able, and consequently comparisons with other regions or the observation
of trends is impossible, Because the institutional records of the Oregon
Blind Trades School were incomplete, an attempt was made to obtain most
of the statistical information coneerning that institution from inter=-
views with the superintendente



It was impossible to obtain any very significant information
from the State Public Welfare Commission because the law provides that
their records are to be kept oanﬂdmtm.z Hed it been possible to study
these records much more pertinent data would have been available not only
conecerning the functioning of blind assistance but also concerning the
status of blind individuals,

In meking the case studies considersble difficulty was encountered
in obtaining names and addresses of individual blind persons. The supere
intendent of the Oregon Blind School was sble to furnith names and
addresses of some of the former residents of that institution, and the
present re:idents were accessible during only eertain hours of the day.
The records of the Oregon State School for the Blind were made available
ad proved to be a fruitful source of informstiom not only for nanes and
addresses but also for more detailed information about its students.
Greatest difficulty was encountered in naking contacts with those blind
who had never attended either of these institutions within recent yearse

2+ 0Oregon lLaws, 1935, Chapter 80, Section 22s All applications
and records concer any applicant shall be confidential end shall be
open to inspection only by the applicent, or his duly authorized repree
sentative, or by persons duly authorized by the state or the United States
in comnection with their official duties. JAmended as follows: '

Oregon Laws, 1938, Chapter 456, Section 223 The state public welw
fare oomim?ﬁl" alce and enforee reasonable rules and regulations
governing the custody, use and preservation of the records, papers, files
and communications of the state public welfare department and the county
public welf'are departments, The use of such records, papers, files and
communications by any other agency or department of govermment to which
they may be furnished shall be limited to the purposes for which they
are furnished end by the provisions of the law under which they may be
furnished. Such records are confidential subject to the rules and rege-
ulations of the state public welfare commissione
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The list of nemes furnished by the Talking Book librarim in Portland,
while proving to be valuable, was rather selective sinee primarily the
more intellectual blind are making greater use of this service than are
the rest of the blind, Both the administrator of the W.P.A. reader's
project md the State Relief Adninistrator refused to furnish nemes and
addresses of adult blind, The blind who are in poorer finaneial condition
were located largely through information provided by the individual reeade
ers mmg on the W,P.A. reader's project and by other blind persons
interested in the project. |



CHAPTER IX

HISTORY OF THE CARE OF THE BLIND

1, History outside of Oregon

Beginnings: Prior to the eighteenth century very little was done
in the way of orgmiud. help for the blind. In the fourth century &
hospice was established for the blind in Asia Minor; similar refuges were
established in Syria in the fifth century and in Jerusalem in t-hi seventh
centurye Shortly afterwards a hospice was set up in France, with similar
jnnovations in Italy and Germany, One of the best known of these insti-
tutions was the Hotel des Quinze~Vingts, established in Paris by Louix IX
in 1264, In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the movement spread
more rapidly, and brotherhoods for the service of the blind were alse
organiged in & number of cities, In addition, hospitals and other insti-
tutions working with the needy end suffering gave some aszistance to the
blind, Nothing was done for the education of the blind until the limti
gentury, md these eerly efforts consisted mostly of written treatises
on t_.ho subjeet of teaching the blind, although there are a few instances
of individual efforts to actually give instruction to the bl.inéol

Bduestion of the Blind in the Eighteenth Centurys The first
organized attempt to educate the blind head its beginning in 1784 when &

Parisian, Valentin Hauy, begen experiments in the education of a blind

1. mﬁiﬂ. ilindultlmlthlmndinbhﬂ United States,



boy, Frencois Lesuewr. In 1785 the Institution National des Jeunes
Aveugles was opened in Paris through the cooperation of the Fremeh
Acadeny of Sciences. This school was takem over by the State in 1?91,‘
the same year in which a school was opemed in Liverpools Other countries
soon followed these examples, and interest in the education of the blind
wes quite pronounced in Eurcpe by the time the work was taken up in the

- United 8%::.’

Education of the Blind in the United States: Prior to the open

ing of the first school for the blind in the United States, there were
occasional instances of private education on the part of families or
friends of the sightless. By 1800 there was evidence of a faint interest
in the blind end the problem of their education, and by 1830 this interest
was beginning to crystalize, The first legislative recognition of the blind
in this country wes in 1819 when New Hmmpshire authorized an enumeration.
Four other states followed this example, and in the United States census
of 1830 the blind were included. In part a8 & result of these m@:tJA-'
gations, interest in the edueation of the blind was further ewakenods®
The pioneer schools in the United States were the New England
Asylum for the Purpose of Educating the nunaf the New York Institution

for the Blind,® and the Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of

2+ Relph nom- Vewy, Problems tn tba %sﬁi on of th Handi-
capped % (Cambridge: Hervard Unive ess, ,
Ope c"t‘i PPe W‘WQ

4, The present Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for
the Blind,
'~ Bs The present New York Institute for the Education of the
- Blind,
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the Blinds The first two of these institutions openmed in 1832, and the
Pennsylvania school reeceived its first pupils in the following year, The
fourth school to open, that in Ohie in 1837, was the first %o be direetly
under state controls Interest in the education of the blind had now devele
oped to such an extent that by 1860 nineteen new institutions were estabe
lisheds Practically all of the schools opened since the Ohio school have
been under the control of the state, the total mmber of such schools being
fifty-four in 1933, In addition, there were seven private schools receive
ing state hﬂ.}.s

The early schools met with considerable difficulty in overcoming
the attitude so prevalent prior to the time of their establishment that
the blind were a hopelessly dependent class for whom nothing eould be
done to meke life more onjqﬁblu Meny people did not understand the
true neture of the schools, supposing them perhaps to be infirmaries for
the treatment of the eye (largely for the purpose of advancing medical
science), or asylums for the care of the blind at the lowest possible ex= _
pmo.’ Some of these eerliest schools were considered to be experimental,
not to be established as permesnent institutions until it was felt that
their accomplishments warranted such a steps

The early schools placed considerable emphasis upon voeational
educations : ,

Before 1840, the schools had high hopes of their

pupils! becoming selfe-supporting citizens, However, after

graduates had repeatedly failed to succeed because of publie

prejudice, a lack of initiative, or the necessary assistence
in other respects, the schools clearly saw it their duty to

6+ Ralph Viekers Merry, op. cit., pe 27.
7. Harry Best, 0ve ci*s, Dpe 815314,



* provide facilities whereby their pupils could over-
come the burden of idleness and through which they could
at least help toward their supports Their inability ¢o :
succeed in earning s livelihood was responsible for the dee
velopment of adult workshops in the institutions for the
young blind,®

Employment Institutions for the Blinds This poliey of providing
workshops for the adults in the same institutions in which blind shildren

were educated was first followed to provide employment for the graduates
of these schools, It was then extended to provide employment opportunities
for all adult blind, This poliey, however, did not prove to be satisface
tory, and the two programs were either carried on in separate inrtit;xtrsom‘
or the workshop was discontinued.

In the case of the Perkins Institution, an employment department
was opened in 1840. In 1850 a special plent was oreated for this purpose,
and has continued with little change to the present day. In New York an
industrial department was established in 1845 but was discontinued in
1862, In that yewr an indepondent organization in New York eity attempted
%o carry on an industrial program, Although financial aid was given by ’
the legislature, the city, and by private groups, the progrem was sbene
domed after elght years of trial. Similerly, the Pemnsylvanis Institute
ion provided an industrisl depertment from 1851 to 1883, The abandeme
ment of this enterprise was not due solely to inherent wealmesses, but
because two inttiwom with industrial features had been established in
Pktlmlphiu’ »

The first independent industrial establishment was the Pennsylvania

8, louise !nlm-, Yosations for thﬂ Lx},séim (New
Yorks American Foundation for the Blinmd, 1 De
Oe My M. ﬂ, 01“. PPe ‘Mg.
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Working Home for Blind Men, vhich opened in 1874 and is still in oper=
ations Although e private institution, it receives aid from the states
The Kentucky Manufacturing Establishnent for the Blind was opened in
1882 and continued operations for about twelve yearse, The first employ=
ment institution to be supported by publiec funds was the California
Industrial Home for the Adult Blind, opened in 1885, By 1890 four more
public institutions were established, but all except one have been dise
eontinued, Since that time, nearly all shops that have been started have
continued to the pnl;nt.m

The various shops which have been established have been under both
public and private suspiees, although the trend since 1919 seems to be
Wd private institutions, In general, the aims of the workshops have
been to provide industrial training and a place for employment, although
other functions have in some instences formed & part of the progream,
smong these might be mentioned the providing of libraries, employment bure
eaus, and homes for the indigent blind,

Industrial institutions have been severely criticized throughout
the country, sueh oritieism usually being that the institutions are too
expensive, poorly menaged, lacking in variety of occupations, or teking on
the nature of & poorhouse, Yet, "there has usually been for the greater
number of them general sanction and upprmlq'n '

Home teachings In addition to formal, institutional education,

home teaching has played a considerable pert in the education of the blind
in some perts of the United States, Although home teaching by friends

10. Ibid., p. 501.
T AR
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and relatives had been practiced for some time, it bad its initiation
as a formal proceeding in 1882 when the Pennsylvania Home Teaching Soc=-
iety end Free Cirevlating Library was organiszed in Fhiladelphis, and
when & women's club in Chicago took over this setivity as a part of its
worke In 1898, Connecticut creeted its Board of Education of the Blind
which had the specific setivity of home teaching. The first distinet
legel provision was made in 1899 when the Massechusetts legislsature
adopted a resolution providing for inguiry inte the problems In 1899
an appropriation was made to earry on this work, which wes entrusted to
the Pertins Institution until 1916 when it was trensferred to the state
emiuiﬂlon

During the twentieth century considersble progress has been mads
in home tesching, umtil todey about eight thousand blind persons benefit
from the program, and over half of the states ere either conducting or
mwammg to the work. In most cases the program is carried on either
iy s omsslesion for the Midnd o elntier boly o by 06 wieke werREEg.>Y

Tactusl printings The story of the invention and development of
tactual printing hes been very closely related to the edueation of the
blind, The first real step in the development of tactual printing was
made by Valentin Hauy in sbout 1875, His system consisted merely of
raised letters which were of the seme form used in the conventional alphaw
bets He and some of his followers experimented with various siges and

kinds of type, and sven with serrated letters., However, no really iimuu-

12, Ibid., p. 452
13, Tbid., 454-455,
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ful method was developed, even though prizes were of fered by various
groups, until 1840 when William Moon of England developed his Moon syse
tem, His alphabet is linear in form, somewhat resembling the Roman,

In no small part due to loon's missionary zeal, his system became quite
popular, and, although, now playing e very minor roll, it is still used
by many blind people, particularly those who beecome blind later in life,

Three fmun are of significance in the development of the point
system of raised printing in Burope. In 1832 a Germen, Lachmann, pre-
sented a point system which, slthough having all of the tactual quelities
of Braille, was too eouplicated to be easily read or written by the blind,

Charles Barbier, a Frenchman, in 1809 had invented a somewhat
similer system intended for military use, He also invented a writing
frame which could be used in writing his alphsbet, However, both his
alphabet and his freme were too clumsy for practical application by the
| blind, elthough some efforts were made in this direction, It renained for
Louls Eraille to develop a satisfactory system of tactual printing, His
cell differs from that of Barbier's only in thet it is smaller and theree
for more essily read and written than any of the earlier systems.® His
first publication was in 1829, the full system appearing in 1837, Offieial
recognition was given in France in 1854, two years after his death, snd
Braille was introduced into Great Britain in 1868, However, it was over
twenty years before it had genersl recognition in the blind schools of
that country,

mm."& the United Statess: The development of raised

A A i | B st .

l4¢ Richard Slayton French, From Homer o Hel Keller, (New
Yorks American Foundation for the Bﬂg’: 2) Ppe 182=
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printing in the United States is quite similar to that in Burope. The .
~ first methods employed consisted primerily of raised printing of the ore
dinary alphabets Brallle beecame known in the United States in 1860, but
point systems did not beoome firmly established until after the introe
duetion of New York Point in 1868, In 1878 a modified braille, lmown as
American braille, made its appearance, The coe-gxistence of several commonly
used types of tactual printing in the United States greatly retarded
blind printing for a considersble length of times It was not until 1932
that both the United States and Englend adopted Stendsrd English Braille,
a compromise between American Bnillo and Grade Two braille of England.
This standardization has nm it possible to greatly inerecase the anount
of printed matter available for the blind,

Printing for the blind hed its first real beginning in the United
States in 1865 with the esteblishment of the Kentucky Printing House for
the Blind, shortly afterwsrds renamed the Ameriean Printing House for the
~Blind, Until the Civil War this establishment was supported both by dire
ect appropriations of a number of states and by private contributions.
After the war, it was largely supported by the various schools-eall but
one contributing by 1879 when it was subsidized by the federal governments
Although there are several other printing houses, the only one of any
importance is the Hows Memorial Press, a privately endowed esteblislment
eonducted in comnection with the Perkins Institute. A mumber of
periodicals are also availables

Blind Pensionss Most of the work done for the blind in the United

States has been directly or indirectly of an educational nature. BEven
the so-called work shops are often, at least theoretically, largely trade
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schools, With the begimning of the twentieth century, however, publis
interest in pemsions for the blind was becoming apparent, At that time
only & very few states had made provisions for blind pensions, but afber
the turn of the eentury many states did s0,'° With the passage of the
Social Security Act, assistance to 'tlnv blind has been offered by a uch
larger number of states, until todey only nine states have no plem of aid
to the blind approved by the Soeial Security Bm&.u One state, North
m, while having an approved plan, is spending no money for this pur=
posu" The maximm monthly benefits average around §50,00, At the present
time there is a bill in Congress which would provide & monthly pension
of $B0,00 for the adult blinlou

Other Assistence for the Blinds Although the blind have been given
assisterce, both public and private, through agencies whose primery intere

~est 1s not in the blind but rather in some other needy eclass of society

which would ineclude blind persons, there is ne avallable information on
either the neture or extent of such assistance,

Summarys From the foregoing it is apparent that the work in behalf
of the sightless and the deficient in vision in JAmerica has tended to
follow the same evolutionary process that it followed in Europes In both
areas work for the dlind had meegre beginniugs, Bducation, both eultural
end bechnological and ineluding the development of teaching devices and
methods, was the next stage of development. This was followed by the

15, m hﬁ. - ﬁ’-to. PPe 551552,

16, Comneeticut, Delaware, Illinois, Kentueky, ﬂuiu&pyi,
Missouri, Nevada, Rhode Island, and Texas,

17, The World Almanac, 1939, p. 593,

3 TUT00; Yniroduoed tx the Bamsts by Senator MeNary on
March 13, 1939,



establishing of employment institutions and sheps, and finally with
blind pensions,

Unquestionably the care of the blind has greatly improved, Most
of the sightless and handicapped need assistance in malting their adjuste
.m to society, wtieuhrl.y if the handiesp is one developed after reache
ing adolescence and meturity. More recent developments in the care of
the blind have been in the direction of assisting them to make & yeal
adjustment o soclety rather then merely to provide them with the necesse
ities of life,

2 History of the Oregon State Sehool for the Blind

Eerliest boginnings: The history of the care of the blind within
the state of Oregon follows the same genmeral trends s that for the coune
try as a wholes Interest first developed in the education of the blind,
and it vas not until thirty yeers after the esteblisiment of the blind
school that an institution for the adult blind was crested. Since all of
the available information coneerning 'Eht beginnings of the care of the
 blind in this state is centered around the blind sehool, a history of thab
institubion gives a rather complete ploturs of this history,

There are no records available which show the exact nature of early
proposals for the care of the blind in Oregon, The early records of the
House and Senate, if such records were made, have bean losty The eariiest
reference to the care of the blind of which there is eny record is the

recommendetlon of Govermor A, C, Gibbs, in his message to the Legislature
of 1862, that provision be made for the education of the deaf and blind
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as soon as the Mt-u&aupoﬁuoatodow.“ It.tauholmmthut
several bills concerning the blind were introduced prior to 1872, the
first year for which definite information is available. Since most of
the early bills deal with the education of the blind, specifically the
establishing of a school for the blind, it is wobable that these earliest
bills were concerned with the same mroblems

Legal provisions: The 1872 legislature passed a law providing
for the appropriation of four thousand dollars "to be expended for the
education of blind persons of this Stttn". "Full disoretion" was given
the State Board of Education "to rent such buildings, empley such teach=
ers, purchase such books and provide for boarding and lodging the schole
ars,"®® This Board of Educstion was the same ss the Board of Sehool Land
Commissioners which was composed of the Governor, the Secretary of State,
and the State Treasurers®’ According to the first report of the supere
intendent of the school, this act was passed "at the suggestion of Miss
Nellie Simpson, & blind young lsdy, and through the efforts and appeals
of the officers of state, and & few other friends,"2?

The Board, meecting with Mr, end Mrs, Nesbitt and Miss Nellie
Simpson on February 26, 1873, adopted the follewing propositionss

ot o s
20. Gemeral Lews, 1072, ppe m.

21. Re [ sion in Charge and 8 intendent of
tas sonool 1o T m;fzar;_ﬁfmm-&. o e
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le The Board will pay to Wm, Nesbitt end wife the
sum of five and a half dollers per week for board, lodge=
ing, weshing end mending, and general care of pupils of
the Institution for the Blind; said Nesbitt to furnish
tu.r?cim house room for the proper instruetion of seid
pupils,

2. The Board will pay Miss Nellie Simpson the sum of
thirty ($30) dollars per month for imstructing said pupilse—
she to furnish books for instructing the blind, and the use
of a cabinet organ for instruction in musie.

3+ The number of pupils for the first six months from
date shall not exceed five, and the following twelve months
not to exceed seven, :

4, Miss Mﬂ“ shall give all instructionesesfor the
first sixz months, except what may be required of pupils,
after which date the state shall furnish a rusic teacher,
not te exceed $300 per ammm for services,

S All moneys paid by pupils for their own boerd end
education shall pgo to the State fund for the general supe
port of the institution, Also all the eernings of the
pupils outside of their immediate assistance in condueting
the school,

The Board reserves the right and privilege of annulling
this contract at any time, and changing the menagement of
said Institution whenever its interests appear to require it,

The Board to furnish all necessery medical treatment
in case of illness of pupils; also, to furnish beds and
bedding to the pupils, which are to be the property of the
state,

! Rules and Regulations

l, It is expected that the pupils, having a knowledge
of their duties and privileges, will observe a proper and
correct deportment at all times, and cheerfully obey the
orders and directions of those to whom the care of the
Institute is intrusted, :

2, The pupils must assist sach other in their studies,
@s may be required by the Principal,

3+ The pupils must not leave the premises without
permission of the Principal,

4e (Students may meke complaints to the Board).

Se It is expected that the pupils will attend publie
worship at least onee on sw.n such a place as they or
their guardians may prefer,

The school first opened in Februery 1873 and closed the following
Although only two students were present st the time of the opening

234 Ib’-do. PPe S=be
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8 total of two male and three female students, ranging in ages from
twelve to thirty-two attended during the term, Five of these returned
for the second term of school when there were a total of two male and
six female students in attendance. Their ages ranged from fourteen to
thirtr-thr‘n.u '

In December of 1873 a superintendent, Rev. J. H. Babooeck, was
employeds The following month & superintendent for the school of musie
was added to the mr.“ Although provision had been made for the use
of funds derived from payments by the students, no money was reseived
from them or their parents or gmrdim.” ‘The school was evidently
functioning as a free school from the first,

Mr, John Babeock included the following discussion of the nmumber
of blind in the state in his first report:

The number of blind persons 'i:a this State mentioned

in the census of 1870 is thirty~five, of whom twentyethree

were males and twelve were females. Fifteen of these,

eight males and seven females, were between the ages of five

and thirtys sesel think there are at least fifty blind per=

sons residing in the states..(a2bout) one half of these are

of suitable age to need and profit by sueh instruction as

Institutes for the blind ere intended to gives..sAt this

date we know of ten or twelve that wish to attend schools and,

doubtless, there would be at least twmg applicants if it

were known that they could be receiveds

During the first year, the subjects teught in the school included
reading, English grammer, eomposition, writing, ‘United States history,

eyphering, pin type printing, musie, faney work, and Mn;.u

28,




The law of 1874 was more specifiec in many respects than was

the law of 1872, Section three of this set reads:
411 blind persons who are residents of this State,

of sound mind and in good health, shall be entitled to free

education at the Institute, for a period of not more than

two years, and the Board of Trustees shall have authority

to give full or partial board and maintenance to such

puplls as, in the judgment of the Board cannot be supported

by thelr parents or guardian, or friends, The Board

shall further have authority to allow pupils, for spe¢

reasons, to remain for a longer period thean two year se

At the same time, the school was placed under the control of
the new Stete Board of Education, consisting of the Covernor, the
Seeretary of State, and the State Superintendent of Publie Imtructiou.m

The 1876+6 school year lasted but six months because no funds
were available to finance the work, The school was reopened the fole
lowing hll.31 The second biennial report emphasizes the view that
the institute was a school, and gave one of its functions as that of
euring bl:lxahuu.‘z Mr, Chas, H, Kaiser was appointed principal in
. September of 1874, and retained this position until sometime between
October 1875 and the spring of 1877, He seemingly emphasized the impore
tance of literary, musical, and mechanical sducation, although he cone

sidered the latter field rather neglected in the Oregon schoole>S

29, General Laws, 1874, pp. 90-01.
30, ¥irst Biennial Re of the State Be
Gbr?é:io;a Mﬁ‘a‘m T
Pe :
31, ¢ Oregonian, Octs 5, 1876,
nial Report of the General Superintendent of the Ore-

Biind, (¥av. v, Brown, State Frinter, 1976) 5.t
port of the State d of Education for the

o Deatd N ; : : )
Pe 8. The Oregonian, Oct. 5, 1876,
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 In the spring of 1877, Mrs, Jennie E. Dawme was appointed prine.
eipals, ©She held this office until the temporary closing of the school
ebout two years ldz«r.“ She introduced needle and faney work, and
expressed the opinion that there was need for training in meking brooms
shoes as vocations for the m.”

Early Attitudes of Administrators: Insight into the early ate

titudes of the administrators is given by the following quotation frem

the biennial report of 1878: :
I have encouraged (music)..., not that it is profiteble
as & means of making a living, but e pleasant way to sometimes
~gladden & life of darkness: by this meens they always have
music at hand when they wish to brighten one of their many
sad, dark hours with a merry dence, '

- The studies ineluded were mathematies, geography, English gram-
mar, composition, botany, physiology, astronamy, natural philesophy,
rhetorie, and 1.;10.87

Polities in the school:s That polities began to enter into the
pieture is cvidcmd. by a letter to the Oregonisn written by Mr, Simpe
son, the superintendent of the Oregon Institute for the Blind, in
defense of his having received a aalwy‘ for this work. The letter
was written as a result of charges by the principal that M. Simpson
hed really done no work at the school. Ifr, Simpson's defense, in part,
was that his total salary as superintendent and as "private secretary"

8 ,
netted him but $1,450 for the m.ﬂ Bvidently, then, his position

84, Biennial Rer of the State Board of Education for the Ore
Instituse £or he BTind. (R O Baber, Sote B Eonerion for the Orogon
Bl'm‘ State 6 s Do .~—~
36, Ibid., pe Bs
38, The Oregonian, Nov, 2, 1878, p. 2, col, l.




as superintendent was given largely to augment a very small salary

vhich he received for other work which he was doing for the state,

In the same letter, Mr, Simpson charged that Mr. snd Mrs. Dawne had
for years been supported by the political largess of the state,

After having been closed since about 1879, the school was re=
opened in 1883 with C. E, Moore as superintendente"’ It was during his
adninistration that the school purchased a building and three lots on
Twelfth Street et a cost of “.850.“ The total expense; for the biene
nium ending in 1886, including this building purchase, was $11,052,76.
During this same biennium & census of the blind, made through the
county judges, was attempted. Less blind people were found, however,
than the 87 previously reported in the federal census of xaae."‘

The ages of the students were still high when compared with the
school today, since the youngest was seventeen, while the oldest was
fortys™ The subjects being taught were much the seme as in the preve
ious yun.“

Olive M, Capwell was superintendent at the time of the biennial
report of 1889, The superintendant's salary had now been inereased
from the original §25 per month to $75 per month, although the next
superintendent was to receive only $50 per monthes The superintendent
reported that little had been done in the industrial depertment, even
though & broom machine had been purchaseds In spite of this, it is
stated that
o m::hum.::iﬂ ’% 8&% B:;a;d of Education % _pg‘_'oi

40, Biennial Report of the Board of Education for the Oregon
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eesOne grand result of institutions for the blind
is seen from the faet that few go out from them into the
world to become dependent on charity....lt is a mistaken
sympathy and an injury to the blind to encoursge them to
feel that they should be pr u:\dcd for and waited upon
through their natural life.

More politics: In 1880 Govermor Thayer hed recommended that a
nonepolitical board be glven control over the institution. This was

deemed advisable to make it less probable that polities enter in, and
because the state offieials were too busy to give the school the neces-
sary attention, Such action, however, was never taken. In 1891 dife
fieulties arose because of the insubardination of the teachers, One meme
ber of the Board of Education had been seleeted to look after the school,
and the board had not met to consider the school for over a year. There
- was no definite rule defining the duties of the employees, However,
as & result of the difficulties existing between the superintendent
and her subordinetes and at the suggestion of the Board of Charities,
the Board of Edueation set up regulations which it was hoped would clear
up the situation, This, however, was not effective, and becamse the
Board of Education favored the teachers rather then the super inendent,
she resigned to be replaced by E. S Bolinger,%®

Xegal Provisions of 1891: In 1891 the Legislature passed mm
act providing that the clerks of all school districts report the names

of all deaf, mute or blind youth within their distriots who were bee
tween the ages of six and fourteene The superintendents of the blind
and deaf schools were to receive a list of these children and were to
send their parents or guardians the necessary spplication blanks for

M. Biennial Report of the State Board of Education for the Ore=
gon Institute for the I, (Frank C. Baker, Stete Printer, 1860), ps 10e
45, First Blonnial m of the Stete Board of Charities and
Correetions for the Partial Biemnial Period Inding December 81, 1692,
PPe 282-204,
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admission to the proper institution. Provisions were also made that

the county should provide clothing and transportation %o and from the
school when the parents were unable to do mb‘.‘ Perhaps in part as e
result of this new law, the mmber enrolled between January 1891 and
the time of the biennial report of 1893 was twentyenine, of whom thire
teon were new students. Prior to this time, the highest mmber in ate
tendance had been sixteen, with the average attendance ranging from

47 E. 8. Bolinger, the superintendent, reported over-crowded
conditions In the school as a result of the inereased enrollment, Other

two to ten,

information reported includes the use of New York Point and the rule
limiting admissions to blind persons between the ages of six and thire
tr.“ A physielan's report was included for the first times

In 1894 the blind school wes moved to the former site of the
deas school®® vhere 1t has since remsined, Prior to the time of move
ing, samitary conditions in the school had not been goods The buildings
oceupled had bgm used for 2 number of different purposes, and had often
been rumodulcd.w

The biennial report of 1897 reported the ages of adnission ag
belng from seven to twentyefive,"! he total mumber of "blind imates*

46. General Laws, 1891 pp.&!&uﬂ. "

47. Ei ort the State Board of Education
the 8 rzne%- of the Oregon Institute gar the Blind, 1608, =
DPe : ;
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49, Papers of Bdward C. Robbins in the Portland Publie Library.
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Legislative Investigation: In the same year, & hearing was
held as a result of complaints from the students that the superine

tendent was incapable of adveneing them in their studies, and that he
: 53

was unable to concentrate, The matter was taken under advisement,
_ but no definite action seems to have resulted st the time, Four years
later, the Legislature appointed a joint committee to investigate the

school, which was under the administration of the same superintendent,
Jo Le Carter. The report, in part, readss

We find that there have entered the school during the
past two years eleven persons over twentyeone years of age,
and we, as a comittee, do not think (this).,..is for the
interests of the state or...of the school...we find that
some of them have been turbulent, unsatisfactory, end very
hard to nenesGeeews

- We are of the opinion that the pupils have been properly
fed,ssand cared fors that.eerigorous treatment wnd undue pume
ishmente..does not existy but we further fivd that there is a

- frictionssebetwesn the pupilss.eond the managenentessseThisees
is not,..(caused by) any particular act, or acts, on the part
of the menagement; it is caused prineipally by a tendency to
scold, andssefind.,efoult with the pupils, and a lack of
sympathy.seThis friction has lessened the efficiency and ate
tendancesssond (we) recommend that a change be made in the
manageneftesssove

We believe it would be more for the benefit of the pupils
eould they be taught more of the useful arts and trades ine
stead of the higher branches of education,

The committee also recomnended the union of the blind and deaf
schoolss The entire report was adopted, resulting in the dismissal of
the superintendent, and the desired change in the ages of admission to
the schoole

The blenrial report of 1903 was written by G. W. Jones, who

R i,
54, el of House, 1901, pp. 907908,
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resigned sometime during the biennium covered by the 1909 report (pube
lished in 1908) to go to the Illinmois lehool.“ During the administration
of Superintendent Jones, the per capita cost of the institution was ree
duced from $306 to §241 per yeer, part of this decrease perhaps being due
to & somewhat larger enrollment, Mr, Jones introduced a plano tuning
departnent and braille n-iting.“

Compulsory Attendances A compulsory school law passed in 1907 proe
vided that all children from the ages of nine to fourteen inclusive, and
all those between fourtesn and sixteen who were not employed, must attend

public school unleses their education was being otherwise provided for,
‘The law was specifically made to apply to those shildren eligible for
entrance into the blind tehool_inﬂllu.w The average attendence at the
school during the biemniwm Octe 1, 1508 to Sept. 30, 1910 inereased %o
thirty, en increase of five over the previous biennium, Homever, the
average daily attendance fell to slightly below twenty=five the following
biennium,

Adninistrative Controls The biennial repert of 1909 gives evie

dence to the effoct that the State Board of Eduecation was employing the
mlm'u“ although the superintendent was appointing the employees the

55. Biennial Re  of the Buscri___gx_u of the Grcni %
::v. Blemnial he State Bosrd of Bévestion by the m
. to ¢ on ﬂ%l
intendent o M%.‘ fer t ﬁfd

Whitney, State
87, Gmtl x.nu, 1907. mm n, pp. 1338 f£r,

68, B: ' | sbendent of the Oregon Insti-
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following bioxmiun.“

Some industriel work was also being earried on at this time,
ineluding basketry, weaving, chair caning, and hammock ml.kin;.m

E. T. Moores was superintendent from the time the biemnial re-
port of 1909 was written until his death during the biennium covered by
the 1919 biennial report. During this period the average daily attend-
ance increased from twenty-five students to slightly over thirty-three.

This was accompanied by a definite decrease in daily costs for the insti-

tution, ot

The Legislature of 1913 established the Oregon State Board of Cone
trol, composed of the Governor, the Secretary of State, and the State
Treasurer, and gave this board governing power over the several state
institutions, ineluding the Oregon State School for the Blind, Section
14 of Chepter 18“ sets forth the duties of the superintendent:

The executive head of the...Oregon State School for the
Blind shall be ¥mown as the superintendent of said instie '
tutions...(He) shall be selected and may be removed at the
pleasure of the board, and before assuming the duties ofsee
(his) position,...shall teke and subscribe to an oath that...
(he) will support the Constitution end laws of the United
States and the State of Oregon, and,..shall furnish to the
State of Oregon, subject to the approval of the board, a
bond, in such reasonable amount as the board may designate,
conditioned upon the faithful performence of...(his) duties,
Saidsse(superintendent) shall, subjeet to the approval of
the board, appoint all assistants, officers and other eme
ployees at the.ss (school), and mey suspend or remove them,
reporting all acts of suspension or removal to the board

59, Seventeenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of the '
Institute £or The TTTod To The Seate Fond oF Fistion (ToTi)e — reEo

1al Report of the Superintendent of the Oregon Institute
for the Blind to the State Board of Bducation, (1909), pp, 16=16, :
. "~ 61, Fifth Biennial Report of the o gon State Board of Control,
1988), pe ' :
62, General Lews of Oregon, 1913,




for approval or disapprovale...(Hs) shall have control of
the wards of the State at the...(school); shall prescribe
or direct their treatment, cere, custody end diseipline,

- unless otherwise directed by law or by rules of the board;
adopt sanitary measures for their health and comforts
promote thelr mental, moral and physical welfare and devele
opment; and shall enjoy such other powers and privileges and
perform such other duties as may be preseribed by law or
rule of the board, or as naturally attach themselves t0see
(hies position)s «es(He) shall reside at the (school) and
shall be furnished, free of charge, with a residence or
house-keeping rooms for himself and his immediate family,
household furniture, provisions, heat, and light from the
supplies of the said institutions,

 The salery of the superintendent was set by law st §1,200, al-
though the Legislature of 1921 amended this portion of the act, giving
the Board of Comtrol the avthority o fix the salaries of the executive
heads of all institutions under its control.®s
W'M_kminom: Section 27 of Chapter 78, General
Laws of Oregom, 1913, mekes the following provisions concerning the
blind schools

The Oregon State School for the Blind, situste in
the oity of Salem, county of Marion, shall be used as a
free training sechool for such blind persons és are now or
may hereafter be enrolled; provided, however, the lenmgth of
time which any pupils may continue in sechool shall not exe
ceed ten years, except in special cases the board nay exe
tend the time from year to year. No pupil shall be detained
in school after it has been ascertained thet such pupil hes
ceased to make progress or is not being benefited, Ay
pupils mey be dropped for cause, at any time, by the board,
It shall be the duty of the superintendent of seid school
to see that each person emrolled is given reasonable

63, General Laws of Oregom, 1921, Chapter 179, p. 338,
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instruetion in the subjects taught at said school, snd

to select the necessary teachers and employees for the

successful maintenance of said school according to the

methods in vogue in similar institutions.64

This law differs somewhat from a bill introduced into the house
during the same session, which would have provided that this free edue
cation at the school should extend for "e sufficient time to enable such
blind person to obtain & common school edveatior, and to master sueh
trade or special branch of learning as shall enable such person to earn
2 living by such trade or lesarning™ and giving the Board of Education
power to allow pupils, for special reasons, to remain in the school for
an indefinite period of tino’“ ‘

The same Legislature passed lews eoncerning the reporting of
blind ehildren to the superintendent of the school, and providing thet the
county court must pay for the clothing end traveling expenses to and from
the school for all indigent blind children.®¢ These laws do not differ
fundementelly from similar lews passed in 1891.57

Under Superintendent Howerds Following the death of E, T.

Moores, his wife, lay lMoores, was superintendent for about a year, dJ. W,

Howard was made superintendent in about 1920, " A rather striect discie-
plinarian, he tried to prevent the intermingling of the sexes. His
adninistration was very umpopuler with the students, During his

of on, 1013, Chapter 78, Section 27,
mﬁ%ﬁ Legislature, :
s of Oregon, 1915, Chapter 342, Sections 1820,




administration the Legislature of 1925 sppropristed the sum of
$285,000,00 for the construction of a fireproof aottagn,“ waich mw&l\
as a boys' dormitory. !

In 1925 & bill was introduced in the Oregon Semate which Would
have created a Board of Regents for the deaf and blind schools, This
board would hcvnjrcomhtna of five personss the Superintendent of Pube
lic Instruetion, the deans of the schools of vocational education of
the University of Oregon and QOregon Agrieultural College, the president
of the Orogon Normal School, and thres citisens, at least two of whom
should be women, to be appointed by the Bosrd of Controle This une
compaensated board was to have the duties of establishing standards of
qualifications for the superintendents and the instructors, and of fure
nishing the Board of Control with a list of eligible persons from which
eppointments were to be medes They also would have had the duties of
providing courses of imstruetion, voecaticnal training, and other activities
which would bring ebout the best development of the children attend-
ing the schools.®® This legislation did not pass, however, and the
school has remained under the control of the State Board of Controle

The 1929 Legislature passed legislation governing attendance at the
blind school, In the main, it provided that the sehool should be a free
- schoolj that the length of time which eny pupil mey remain in school shall
be limited to ten years unless exeception is made in specific instances
by the Board of Controls that any student unable to meke further progress
should not be retained in schools and that the Board of Control could

68, al Lews of Ore 1928, Chapter 253, p. 356,
69, ﬁ' 56, 1925 Legislature,
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drop any student at any time for cause, Provision was also made that
the board could deny admission to persons not suitable to be received

or instruected, The superintendent was given power to select teachers

and canoycu.m

During the latter part of his adninistration, Super intendent
Howard was failing mentally to the extent that his wife was virtually
the superintendent, Shortly after leaving the institution, he was placed
in a -mihr.’ua. fre Walter Dry, the present superintendent, replaced
him on August 15, 1931s Under the present administretion, the nmumber
of students attending the school has greatly inecreased, meking necessary
the construction of a new boy's dormitory in 1936, |

Sinece it was first opemed in 1874, the Oregon School for the
Blind has shown e steady and continuous growth, a growth which has been
groatly aceelerated since the last change of administration in 1931,
This growth, as it is shown by inoreases in mmber of teachers employed,
the average daily attendance, the dally cost, and the biennial cost,
is shown by the graph on page 32,

70, General Laws of Oregon, 1929, Chapter 276, p. 297.
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o History of the Oregon Blind Trades School
Beginningss When the Oregon Blind Sechool in Salem was first es=-

tablished, it attempted to educate the adult blind as well as the younge
Gradually, however, it was changed to & school for the education of
blind children of elementery end high school age, With this change, it
beceme apparent that the state had no specific progrem of any kind for
the adult blind,

Sentiment favoring the establishing of an institution which would
meet the needs of the adult blind is evidenced as early es 1895 when
the superintendent of the blind school in Selem recommended the cone
struction of a home for the dependent blind, as the only meens for care
T Oeiough the Legise
lature of 1895 appropriated §3,000 for this purpose, none of it was exe

ing for them was to place them in county homese

pended because "the state board of trustees deemed it not lcgll."n
There is no further evidence of interest in the problems of the
adult blind until 1913 when a movement was begun in Portland to estabe
lish a trade school for theme As & result of the efforts of a few blind
men, the mayor of Portland, and particularly of the Press Club of Porte
land, a "shop" was opened in Decenber 1918.”, This institution was
placed in the hands of Mr, Mullin, formerly superintendent of the Wash=

ington State School for the Blind at Vancouver, who gave his services

Tle Ninth muminl Re to thc Shta Board of Education by the

Superintendent of The Oregon r the Blind, (1895), Ds
72, Bienn & Report o te the stm nm‘&"'at Sduastion by the

Superintendent of the Oregon Institute for the Blind (1897), ps 11
"E"‘VB""GF. egon J YNove 14, 1918s ‘?E-"E-‘.“Egmﬂ Nov, 19, 1913.
Ps 44, col, &.’h Dec. 8, 1913, p. 16., col, 1. Interview with J, Fe
W'. m- 39‘ 1958.



free of clm-gm.” The newly opened "sm," located in the city shops
&t First and Madison streets, offered work in chair cening and other lines
of worke'® This was the first time anything had been done for the blind
in Portland. ©

Relation o the Portland school bosrds On Mareh 9, 1914, the

Portland school board took charge of the "shop", whiech prior to that time
had been mpporhd largely by pvublio subseriptions At this time the

TP ok 50y e e W
w!neipd.. He wes canaidored gqualified for the position because he had

"shop" was moved to the School of &radn

served as an instruetor in both the Denver school and shops and because
he wes sble to teach plano tuning, basket meking, broom making, matiress
meking, cheir caning, end other tredese ”

During the year there were sbout fifteen blind attending the
"school" dailys The Multnomeh county farm was seunding some, sllowing
twenty dollers a month for esehs®® This 1s of significamce for 1% ime
dicates the rature of the osre belng given the blind prior to this time,

Tde g “ Q’ﬂﬁ@ﬂi" Dec. 8, 1915; pg 18. coles 1e mm
m. 14. Aty

Je P, Myers, in en interview om Dec, 29, 1938, stated that the "shop"
was opened on Dec. 1, 1913, with six men attending., No selaries were
paid the instructors. His account differs from that of the newspapers of
the time in that he reports that he "took charge" at the time of the open~
ing. ©Since the newspaper reports are consistent in referring to Mr,
Mullin as superintendent and in placing Myers' appointment at a later
date, it is assumed that their account is the more accurate. There are no
other available sources which might be used for verifications

766 gﬁ'&a onian, Jan. 10, 1914, ps 9, cols 4e Interview with
Js Fo Myers, . 29, .

76+ The Ore Nove 19, 1913, ps 4, cols 4e

77 on School,

78¢ Interview with J. F. lMyers, Dec. 29, 1938, Myers stated that

the school board "furnished money" slthough The *ore gonien on Dec. 16,
1915 reported that the school board had furnished ne money for the prodm.

‘tl. ournal, Feb, 8, 1914, sec. 4, pe 8, cole le
%m& P, Myers, !.Joe. 29..1930.‘



State Interest: Mr. Myers was very anxious to have the state
take over this work, but it was not until 1917 that the first bill

dealing with this institution was introduced into the kgiahtmo_u
This bill, as well as one introduced into the Legislature of 19195%
failed to pass, The special session of the lLegislature held ume /
passed the following bill which finally resulted in the creation of a
state institubions

Section 1, It is hereby provided that a tax of one-
sixth (1/6) of a mill shall be levied in the year 1921
by the state of Oregon upon all assesseble property within
the state, for the purpose of erecting and equipping an
institution for the purpose of teaching such arts and trades
to blind persons as shall be deemed advisable to be taught
by the Oregon state board of control, and it is further
provided thet a tax levy of one-twenty-fifth (1/26) of a
mill shall be levied in 1921, and each year thereafter, on
all the assessable property within the state of Oregon for
the purpose of maintaining saild institutions v
Section 2, The said institution shall be kmown as the
Oregon employment instltution for the blinds It shall be
located within the corporate limits of the oity of Porte
land, state of Oregon, and shall be open to blind persons
who have resided within the state for three years next
preeeding their making application for adnission to said
institution, upon the recommendation of the’ state board
of controls :
~ Section 3+ The proceeds of all sales of finished
products of the labor of said blind irmates, while ate
ending the sald institution, shall be turned over by the
Oregon state board of econtrol at the time of filing the
quarterly report to the stete treesurer, and shall theree
after become a part of the general fund, The wuused proe
ceeds of the annual tax of one-twenty-fifth (1/25) of a
mill shall be turned over by the state board, te the
state treasurer at the time of filing the last quarterly
report of sach year and shall thersafter become a part of
the general fund, :

Section 4¢ In the manufacturing of products by the
immates of said institution, the Oregon state board of
control shall fix a certain sum for each finished product,
the same to be d as compensation for the labor of sald
immates and shall be drawm out of the general fund each

‘81s House Bill 65, 1917 Legislatures
82, House Bill 264, 1919 Legislature,



and every month upon an itemized order of the superinten

dent of said institution and upon the approval of the board

of control, |

Section 6, JNothing in this sel shall be construed to

prevent the said board from providing, as part of this in-

stitution, board end lodging accommodations to the immabes

tm.;{;. act is hereby a;ofmcd to the peopls for their

enactment or rejection,

Because of a technical defect, funds for the institution were .M
made immediately available. For this reason the Legislature of 1981
made & special §15,000 appropriation for the institution, which was to
be operated in rented buildingss’® This same Legislaturs also passed
en ect which more clearly defined the powers of the Board of Control
in relation to the new institution., This board was empowered to "gove
ern, manage, and adninister the affairs" of the institution and to pure
chase land and erect buildings. It was also w-a to make expene
ditures "for the purpose of teaching, imstructing, maintaining, supporte
ing, and employing the adult blind who may be admitted to said instie
tution" and to equip and maintain the institution, It was granted full
power to employ all the necessery employees, to make the necessary rules
and regulations fﬂ; the governing of the institution, and to fix weges
and pricese Speeifie provision was made that those blind who, in the
Judgment of the Board of Control, required it might work in their homes,
Provision was also made for the employment of a field officer "to work
outside of said institutions..for the purpose of informing the adult
blind of the eonditions at said institution and to o.d'du then with refe

erence to gaining entrence or admission thereto™. A library of embossed

General Lews, 1920, Chepter 39 o 723,
81 Ueneral Laws of Oregon, 1921, émpm 313,
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books was also to be establisheds®d
Mre Je Po Myers, who had been serving as principal of the Porte
land School for the Sightless, was sclected as superintendent, His sale
ary, $1,700 per year, was to remain the semee®® The Portland School
for the Sightless was at the time giving training to thirteen blind pere
sonss The new legislation placed the work of this school in the hands
of the state, and the Portland school bosrd donated its equipment to the
new institutions! In the early part of April a bullding losated on
Bast Burnside was nnﬁoé.” In the new location, provision could be
made for twentyefive blind students and their families,
~ The purposes of the institublon, ss set forth in the law, were.
menys Although called the "Oregon employment institubion for the blind®
in the legislation passed, it seens to have been established for the
purposes of "teaching, imstructing, minhining. supporting and employing
the adult b1inas® The newspapers wers fairly consistent in referring
to the institutlon as & "school” and %o its imnmates as "students,"” although
mention is also made of its funetion as an nplm bureau, It was
muntly the desire of the first aupuimmt that the new iutihi-
ion should serve as a "Imtdmtcn' or 'olming house™ for the work of
the blindy it was to be a combinaticn of trade school, employment instie
tution or workhouse, enployment agency, and home for the indigent blind,%

85, smmnrm%mmrm

. us_?rﬂmd !’chm Mere 22, 1921, Interview with J. F, Myers,
E':E dem Q;JZ? n'limnz‘cg:ai‘;:}éa&mhm ffs

90‘ mmw . ? D.QQ ‘9’ 19”‘ .n‘ F.b. "

1939,
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The purposes of the institution have remained equally poorly defined to
the present time,

Functioning under the Board of Control: In December, 1921, it was
being tentatively plenned that the twemby-four men then "immates" would
devote their entire time to broomemaking, and the five women were to
take up the work of cheir caning, then done by the mens At the time the

women were making baskets and doing beed and faney irork.ez

In Januery, 1922, trouble broke out in the 1ﬁztitutian after the
superintendent swore out a warrant for the arrest of two blind men on
charges’ of trespass at the institubion, This trespass consisted of ree
fusing to leave when ordered to do so because they were not legally eliw
gible for state supporte The State Board of Control had threatened to
withdraw stete support unless these men were raovci.” After the men
spent one night in jeil, they were mequitted and returned to the institue
tion, The defendants stated that the trouble srose becanse of protests
over unsatisfactory conditions, while the superintendent considered their
removal to be essential to the maintenance of di-.uiplim-”

Investigetions Compleints both from within and from the owtside

eontinued to reach the Board of Controls Finally, the Governor appointed
an investigating committee consisting of five members. The State Board
of Control was eredited with the following statements

For the sake of the institution, its wards and the people
of the state, a full, free and impartial investigation should
be made for the purpose of remedying bad conditions, if they
m-& and to ascertain fully and truthfully what the econditions
aree

91, The Orsgomian, Decs 6, 1921, ps 7, cole 2.
1ds, Jen. 7, 1922, pe 1, cols e
dey Jan, 8, 1922, p, 9, cols 6.

94, m'. Jane 14, 1922, Pe 1. cols 3¢



The investigation, begun on January 27 and concluded on Fobe
ruary 9, rcsulted in the complete exomeration of the superintendent
and the comnittee recommended the "immediate dismissals®™ of five resie
dents of the institution. The trouble was attributed to the loss of
perspective on the part of the amplumoss

The Board of Control coneurred with the opinion of the investie
gating committee and ordered the dismissal of the five trouble makers,’®
and gave them ten days in which to find places to live.®? ome nonth
later, four of these immates had left the institution and were living
with relatives or friends, vhile one was permitted to rm&ia,“ Two of
those leaving the institution were foreibly Q\‘iGMW

Affairs at the institution evidently progressed more snoothly fer
a time, In April the superintendent reported that three more eould hs
cared for and thet there was need for broomemaking equipment end looms
for the makinz of rugs end oepm.m :

Purchase of sites During thies time, the Board of Control and the
investigating committee had been searching for a suitable site upon which

%o construct the new institution, The present site at North East 82nd

95 Ibide, Teb. 24, 1922, p, 1, col. 8. Although Mr, Bdward
Robbins stated in an interview on Dec. 29, 1938 that a "confidential
eport” did not exonerate Myers, no further evidence of this report has
been found, i

~_ For testimonies, sees The Oregonism, Jan, 28, 1922, p. 20, col. 1j

Jan, ’9, 1983) Pe 1@. W’». 1' €0e Oy & De 90 cole 1] Febs s 1933.
Pe 131 Febe 9’ 1922.052 4o o 1 ‘ ;

96, re in, Feb, 28, 1922, Pe 7o

97. %&h‘.%: 1922, pe 6 . :

98, TPossibly beeause a suitable place for him could not be found,

9%o The Oregonian, Mar, 5, 1922, p, 6; Mar. 15, 1922, p. 63 Mar,
17, 1922, y.".‘a‘,""f"ee e 13 April 6; 1922, ps 19.

100, Ibid., April 18, 1922,
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and Glisan was finally decided upon as being the "best buy", and the
eleven acres were purchased for the sum of $12,500, Actual construce
tion of the buildings began in Jemuary, 1923, and the school was moved
in June of that year. The blind residents were privately boarded, at the
-:p-nu of the state, from Juns wntil October when construction was come
plctcd.ml
Succession of Superintendents

s H, Myerss There was considerable discussion during this period

concerning whether or not to retain the blind mpcrintcndcnt.m In
Noveuber, 1923, Mr. Myers sent in his resignetion because the board was
placing mwwn without eonsulting him, thus causing friction within
the inteimimm He stated tm he lacked the proper support of the
board jh.i.ch was necessary to his success, and that the first information
that he had received to the effect that he was to be removed had come from
the press and not from the Board of cwﬂx.m

The real reasons for the final disnissel of Mre Myers are diffi.
eult to ascertain, Unguestionably he had his difficulties while acting as
superintendent of the schools However, the investigabing comnittee evie
deatly completely exonerated him of all chargess There is considerable
evidence savailable which leads to the conelusion that he may have been

10ls Interview with J. F. Myers, Dec, 29, 1938,
102, Portland Telegram, Oct. 16, 1923, p. 1, col. 25 Oct. 17,
1923, pe 11, cols : :
108, Portland Telegram, Nov, 28, 1923, p. 1, col. 1,
104, "E ! B, NOVe 29, 1925‘ pe 10, cols 1o
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discharged in order to make @ plmees for the aging Mr. Goodin, DMyers
himself says that he was ”cmpiuod to resign because of politics,"108
On the other hand, his difficulties have been atiributed to lack of M.m
and to blindness, 7 |

R. B, Goodins The secrebary to the Bosrd of Control, R. B
Goodin, became acting superintendent of the institution on November
30, 1923 and was given the permanent appointment on May 7, 1924, He was
72 years old at that time, The appointment was made in spite of op=-
position on the part of friends of ’Uyors and on the peart of the Secre-
wy of State who wished to retain Goodin as secretary to the Boerd of
comol.m

In March it was decided to retain Myers in the cspacity of field
agent at a salary of §200 per mnt.h.w" The superintendent's salery at
the time was $1,800 per m.m

According to Mr. Myers, Goodin had no policy other then that of
Baving money in order to return more to the general funé.u]‘ Upon the
Mh‘ of Mr, Goodin in September, 1924, his wife took over the work,
acting as superintendent until May 15, 19:5."“

For a while after his resignation, Myers traveled about the state
interesting the hiind in the institution, However, in Jammery 1925 he

108, Interview, Dec. 29, 1928,
108, Interview with Ed, C. Robbins, Dec. 29, 1938,

- 107, Interview with Orville Gemble, ex-superintendent, Dec. 29,
1938, Interview with Margaret Bondurant, former chairman of the Advisory
Mﬁ. M u; 19Wo

108, m Oregonian Feb, 24. 19“; Pe 7’ Mar, 28, 19u. Pe 2. cols 33
l;;; 30, ;924, Ps 93 May 7, 1924, p. 6, col. 33 Oregon Journal, Mar, 26,
1 .
3 pm, Oregon Journal, Mer. 26, 1924, ps 2, cols 3,

Repory of the Oregon State Board of Control,
lntlﬂin. P.b. 4, 19389,

(W};mf Sixth_{ nmmu: no?t of th. E SMQ Board of %ﬂ,

Control, (ma). Pe 280,
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appeared before the Board of Control seeking work, amm that he had
done nothing since early October to justify his remaining on the pay=
rolle In February he complainted that the superintendent considered his
activities an hmltiﬂn. At this time it was also inferred that the
new Board of Control might effect certain changes in the heads of the ime

mm:m.m This new Board of Control undoubtedly refers to the re-
Pplacing of State Treasurer Jefferson Myers by Thomas Kay on January 4,
114 :

19286,

Of fiftye-two residents present in January 1925, three were caning
chairs, three making rag rugs, one weaving rags, and eight mking brooms,
Wages were very low--{ls75 to §2.10 for making rugs end sbout $1.,25 a day
. in the broom shop,

It is apparent that the present use of the institution
is as a home for the blind rether than a school, and Nrs.
Gooding stated that it is in actuality a home,

The institution under Mrs. Goodin's care, whils it

lacked in arrangement to keep the immates studying, was in, .

excellent condition from the housekeeper's point of view,

The cmly new leglslation pussed during the period covered by the
second biennial report of the Oregon hplw Institution for the Blind
was an act passed in 1923 providing that the property lsft at the instie
tution and belonging to inmates who either left the institution or died
should escheat to the common school fund unless claimed by the individual
or his heirs within a year of the time of his leaving or of the time of

113, Oregon Journal, Jam, 7, 1926, p. 2, col, 43 Feb, 8, 1925,
8ecs 1, pe Go j : '
'II;. egon Blue Book, 1937=1938, p. 1684 :
115, r 3’“!‘ 1y Febe 8, 1925, sec. 1 pPs G, coles 1o
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his leaving or of the time of Mth.ua

| W. Js H. Clarks Shortly after the close of the Legislature, lirs,
. Goodin resigned her position as superintendent, evidently as a result
of the dissatisfactions expresseds In April, W. J, H, Clark, a state
senator from Multnomah County, wes appointed as her suceessors Clark was
& former member of the Portland school board and had been a business man
in Portland'? Mrs, Clark, sppointed matron, was o member of the Porte
land vmn'a elubs Political influence was undoubtedly & very important
factor in those sppointmentssl®® About all ¥rs Clark accomplished while
superintendent was to koep the shops going, ,

In 1925 a campaign was begun o create a home for the indigent

blind, and in December 1925 headquarters were opened to raise funds for
this home. An organization, called the Oregon Benevolent Association for

the Blind, was formed for this purpose,.l? »

Although nothing ever developed from this move, it iz of signie
ficance in showing thet the problem of eering for the aged, indigent
blind was not bniﬁg solved even though the Employment Institution was serve
ing, at least in part, @s & home for the indigent blind,

In June, 1926, We Js Ho Clark was strieken with paralysis end
was no longer able to continue his work, At this time Carl Abramns, sec-
retary to the Bosrd of Comtrol, took over the superintendent's position

116s General Laws of Oregon, 1925, Chepter 68, p, 8B,
117, The Oregomian, Apr

o » s Pe 14, Iﬂm ﬁ.ﬁ
Js Fo W.p V

118, Mmtnﬂth Jirse Mergaret Bondurant, Jan, 24, 1939,
119, Ore Journal , Decs 6, 1925 14, cols 4. The as-
sociation unﬁ‘éﬁ m':rgmixtﬁon of lm'pcegin and of those interw

ested in the blind according to papers of Bds €. Robbins in the Porte
lend public library, o
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with the assistence of Mrs, cxm:sm He found the booke to be poorly
kept end ealled in an accountant to orgmi;o them, It was n:!.ge nece
essary to ‘wwberpreot the buiuizgu.nl » '

Cs T+ Robertss The arrangement of having Mr. Abrams and Mrs.
Clark carry on the work of the institution was not intended as a per-
nmanent one, and on July 16, 1927, Mr. C, T. Roberts, brothereinelew of
State Treasurer Thomas B, Kay, was appointed superintendent, He was
totally inexperienced, having previously been a Hood River apple grmr.m
I11 with tuberculosis at the time of his appointment, he was able to
earry on his duties only wntil about August, 1928, While he cone
tinued to hold the position, his wife was really the acting superinten=
dent wntil his death in March, 1929, when she was officially appointed
to the position,’2°

lrse Bondurant, wvho had been interested inm thp problems of the
blind, had hopes of solving the difficulties which had continually been
present by establishing an advisory board for the blind, 4s a result
of a conversation with Thomas Key concerning the possibilities of this
proposal and coneerning the problems of the institution, she received
permission to make an investigation, She and Mrs, Teiser, who carried
on this investigation, found the main difficulties at the time to be the
lack of employment for the blind and the virtual absence of activities,

Mirs. Roberts was leaving the shops largely to themselves; broom making

Biemnial Report of 'c!u m Board
Control (mm.’"lmﬁ" F“% ﬁas
e,

Seventh Biemm Report of tho Oregon swu Bou-d of
emm"izém tarview with J, P Myers, Dess 29, 1988 The Or *m‘
Interview . rs $ e
June 30, 1927, pe 1Te : 3 ’
128, Interview with J, F. Myers, Dec. 29, 1938, lﬂnt.h Biennial
Report of the Oregon State Board of Contrel, (1930), p.
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was virtually the only inﬁunu-y being earried on, although t!!,‘!'—t‘ was
some rug making and cheir ceming, Wages pald to the blind were about v
seven cents an hour. The superintendent was not e businesswoman, but
vas doing well as far as feeding and housekeeping were oomum&.u‘
There was considersble friection at the mﬁtutimn’

The Advisory Boards In 1931 the Legislature passed an sct
ereating the Advisory Board for the Adult Blind.u‘ Although three

124, Interview with Mys. Margeret Bondurant, Jan, 24, 1939,
Interviews with Mr, Walter Dry, Dec, 22, 1938, and Ted Hansen, Feb. 3, 1939,

128, Interview with Ted Hansen, Febs 3, 1939,

126. Oregon Laws, 1931, Chepter 653 Seetion l, The governor
shall sppoint an advisary commitise of Tive members who shall be known
as the Oregon state ¢ ry board for the adult blind end who shall serve
without campensations Upon this act beconing effective the governor ;
shall appoint two members of said commission for a term of five years,
two members for & term of four yeers, and one for a term of three years,
and thereafter each member appointed to said commission shall serve for
& term of five years from the date of his or her appointment; provided,
that an appointment may be made for the unexpired term of any member
who for any reason falls to complete the term for which such member has
been appointed,

Seetion 2, The Oregon state advisory board for the adult blind
shall visit the Oregon employment institution for the blind as often
as they may deem advisable and shall make recommendations in writing
to the board of control upon the matters pertaining to the employment
of the superintendent of sald institution, to the rules of admission
to said institution, to the training to be furnished at said instie
tubion, and to any other matters of policy which shall come under the
observation of the board, : :

Section 3¢ The menbership appointed to the Oregon state ade
visory board for the adult blind shall be eitizens of the state of
gugm‘of 1;5:1 age and shall rsceive no remunsration fﬁrfthdé m:u.
. en or member of eng ﬁmyhfy 'y on work for the 1d
in m mgo'i; Oregon or ahﬂo:‘; a:zn be eligible for eppointment
to said commission,
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temporary committees had investigated the institution, this was the
first tine that any permenent board had been created, and it was the
first time that legisletive action in this direetion had been tekens
Priﬁ:- to this time, the institution was solely under the supervision
of the Board of Controle |

This legislation marked the beginning of a series of attempts to
solve the problems of the Oregom Employment Institution for the Blind,
The first Advisory Board consisted of Mre Kromemberg, lrs, Margaret
Bondurant, Mrs. $idney Teiser, and two blind men, Ted Kmm end B, F,
Irvines |

. Walter Drys Not long after the Advisory Boerd began function,
Mrs, Lenore Kay Roberts resigned her position, and in October, 1981,
Welter Ry Dry wes made superintendents'! At the time of his appointe
ment he was superintendent of the Salem schools He acted as superintens
dent of both institutions from October, 1931 until August, 1982, and has
continued as superintendent of the Salem sehool to the present times

A mumber of reasons have been given for Mr. Dry's resignation
88 superintendent at Portlends lr. Myers feels that, although he is
well qualified to work with the younger blind, the work with the adult
blind "is out of his line", Two of the members of the Advisory Board
attribute his Mﬁmiﬂu largely to unsatisfectory employees in the
institution who were placed there by the State Treasurer as a member of
the Board of Controls Undoubtedly no small factor in the failure of the
arrangement lies in the difficulties encountered when one man tries to
hold two positions in separate communities.

127, Interview with Jde Fo W.‘ M. 8&. I”"
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Orville Gambles: Following lMr. Dry's resignation, his assistant,

lirs Orville Gamble, was appointed his successor. He was recommended
for the position by Mre Dry, and received the enthusiastic support of
Vrs. Bondurent and Mre. Teiser, who were members of the Advisory Board,

The new superintendent desired to meke as many of the blind
as possible independent. In order to accomplish this, he encourszed the
blind to live at home, even though working in the shops, by paying them
8 higher wage than was paid those living in the institution, He ate
tempted to place the shops on & selfesufficing basis, and to keep up an
even, steady productions He was able to build up & market for self=
- service baskets for grocary stores by employing sighted inspectors and
thus insuring satisfaction, He made every effort to remove the instia ,
tution from polities, and a political recommerdation was considered to
be sufficient reason to auqmiuy the epplicant, He feels that he was
given more latitude in running the institution than any other superine
tendent, since his "two sets of bosses," the Advisory Bosrd and the Board
of Control, were unable to agree, leaving him to do virtually as he
desireds

Because (1) he did not go out into the state to look for prose
pective immatesy (2) he tried to limit admissions to eapable blind pere
sonsy (3) he discharged malcontentss and (4) many left the institubion |
to successfully enter the economic world, the population decressed cone
siderably, He was criticized for this because, while it decremsed the
total costs of operation, it raised the per capita costs, Some felt thet

since the facilities were there, they should be utilized. He was of
the opinion that, at the time of his resignation, he had taken every
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blind person in the state with ability and made something of him, He
therefore considered his work to be finished, leaving only routine mate
ml.m |

Mre Gemble was severely eriticized, especially by certain members
. of the Advisory Board, for many of his policies. The Legislature of
1933 passed one law in an attempt to solve some of the difficulties aris-
ing from these differences in opinions The sct was desigued to force
the superintendent to provide care for the indigent blind, and provided
that "the Oregon employment institution for the blind shall also provide
a home for aged mdigvnt blind persons in so far as the present capacity
of the seid institubion will permite"'2°

Reference has elready been made to disagreements existing bee
tween the Advisory Board and the Board of Controle The 1033 Legislature
attempted to unravel these problems by specificelly placing the control
of the institution in the hends of the Board of Control and meking the
Advisory Boerd purely em advisory board, with no direet suthority over
the inmtu‘binnom

Two other legislative scts were passed in 1933 which ﬁrm};y
affected the institution. One of these, passed largely through the ef=
forts of the superintendent, provided for the changing of the name of the
institution from the "Oregon employment institution for the blind®™ to
the "Oregon Blind Trede School", This was in keeping with his desire to
have the institubion act primarily as a school,’® but was herdly ia

accord with the act passed by the same Legislature mang Shat the Saika.

128, This information concerning the policies of Mr. Camble was
given by him in an interview on Dec. 29, 1938,

129, Ore Laws, 1933, Chapter 480, 851«852
130, '&'-‘E Taws, 1053, Mp::r 2808 ’

131, on W" 1935 Supplement, Section 35-«4314, Interview
with Orville uﬁr:,m. T



Mim should care for thc indigent blinds

The other law passed provided for the repeal of the anmual tex
levy for the support of the institution mede at the time it was first
establisheds This law, making it necessery for the institution to go
before the Legislature for the appropriations necessary for its contine
vance, ™ was passed larzely through the efforts of Walter Dry, S

By 1935 the difficulties between the Advisory Board and the supere
intendent were coming to a heads The superintendent was accused of
"railroading” the blind to the insane asylum, a cherge made largely as a
result of his successful efforts in placing a blind men in the Zasterm
Oregon State Bo-pitdom
with the Advisory Boerd and with having @ large oversupply of brooms on
hand due to the high prices being chngu}”

In February, 1936, there was another investigation made of the

He was further accused of lack of cooperation

imtitntion. 84 W, Starr, auditing the books, reported inventory losses
and found that the records were inaccurate and incompletej residents there
for one meal a week were included in computing the per capita costs of
the institution, Two residents had no applieations on file, end several
had never recelved the approval of the Board of conuol.lu

Dissatisfections and disegreement continued up to the time of
Gamble's resignetion and the establislment of the Blind Commission,1S7

132, Orego }%3, 933, Chapter 219
133, ement of J. F. Myerse
134, The &:agnigs May 21, 1935, pe 5, cols 4. Confirmed by int-

mﬁnslwith Tember Advisory Board and Orville Gamble

356« The Ore s May 21, 1935, pe 5, cols 4

136, Thi: '.',msc.' ik !
137, » Septs 29, 1936, section 2, p. 24, col. 23 Nov. 24,

1936, p. 10, T . Be



Only one member of the Advisory Board supported Gamble, and he is of
the opinion that most of the trouble was due not to the superintendent
b b0 $he Aiviswy Board, Anebinr nanber of Wi Advisery Bewsd fosks
that the audit of the books showed the mishandling of funds,

Although dissension within the Board of Control was not beneficial
to the institution, most of the difficulties arose because the ma of
Control was unable to adequately suparviu the institution since all of
its members were men busy with other duties and did not have the necessary
time to devote to the institutions The continuously changing personnel
of the Advisory Board was also & contributing factor,

The Commission for the Blinds The Oregon Leglslature of 1937
passed an act reorganizing the administration of the sehool, placing the
adninistrative control in the hands of "a comaission for the blind and

prevention of blindness", sbolishing the Advisory Board, and teking the
institution entirely out of the hands of the Board of Controle

This commission was established in part as an attempt to provide
e satisfactory adninistrative organization for the institution. However,
this was not the sole reason for its creation., One member of the Advie
sory Board was so much in favor of the change that he made fourteen
trips to Salem fighting for it. His major goal in having the comnission
ereated was to remove the superintendent, and if this new legislation
had not passed there would have been an investigation that "would bust
things wide open,"'38 _

Shortly before the change was made, Mr, Holman sent for a repree

sentative of the Ameriean Foundetion for the Blind to come to Oregon teo

1384 Interview, Decs 29, 1988,



observe the system in use here end to mske recommendations. Miss
Rand, who was sent, advised the sbolishing of the institution. Mrse
Lee Patterson, however, was opposed to this move, and received Hole
m'-v approval of a commission plan of administration as being pre=
ferable to abolishing the institution entirely. According to her,
Governor Martin had previously requested Mr, Gemble's resignation, but
it was the commission which actually obtained itel3?

- Since the comnission is still the administrative body wnh'e}.-
ling the institution, and since there has been only ome superintendent
at the school since the commission was established, the history of the
institution mey now be comcludeds A later chepter will deal with the
present administration,

139¢ Interview with Mrs. Lee Patterson, Jan, 25, 1939,



CHAPTER IIX

NATURE AND EXTENT OF BLINDNESS IN OREGON

1. XNumber of Blind in Oregon

No one knows the exact mmber of blind in the state of Oregonme
Hot only are some enumerations more thorough than others, but different
definitions of blindness by different enumerators, have caused dife
ferences in the total number of blind recorded.

The federal census of 1930 reported 496 blind in the state, or
507 per one million populations This is slightly higher then the 354

b].ingl found in 1920, with a ratio of 452 blind per one million popula=

tim.]' In both of these census years a supplementary schedule was used

te record blind and deaf-mutes, The definition of blindness used in
both years wass

BLIND,w=Include &s blind eny person who can not see
well enough to resd, even with the aid of glasses, The
test in case of infants must be whether they can apparently
distinguish forms and objects; and in the case of older pere
sons who are illiterate whether they presumably can see
well enough to read if they knew how to reads Do not ine
¢lude sny person who is blind in one eye only,

The census bureau itself is rether criticel of this mthod of
emmerations

No high degree of aeccuracy is to be expected in a census
of the blind....carried out by the methods whiech it has been
necessary to use thus far in the United States. The reasons
for this are that even with careful definitions of the
groups to be included a large element of personal judgment
enters into the decision of an enumerator as to whether &

l. The Blind and Deafemutes in the United States, 1930, (Washe
ingtons United States Goverrment Printing Offiece, 1981,. Pe %%



given individual should be rupcriml.u; end inconsistencies

follow from the varying degrees of intelligence and per-

sistence of emmerators. Added to this, there is a ten=

dency on the part of relatives to comceal the presence

of blind persons or deafemutes in their families, espece

ially in the case of childrens....The emumeration of the

blindssehais doubtless always been more or less insccurate

and incompletes :

One factor which might tend to cause the census of 1930 to be
more complete than that of 1920 is the faet that in 1980 two cents a
neme was allowed to enumerators for each blind person reporved, while in
1920 no such campensation was oxpmdndaa

~ Assuning that the census of 1930 emumerates all the blind in the
state, and assuming that the ratio of the blind to the total populatiomn
has remained the seme, the present estimated population of the state
being ebout 1,075,000,the number of blind in the state should now be
569, However, l«ts estimates that the census rcpor& only from three-
fourths to twoethirds of the blind in the United States, On the basls
of these estimetes, the total blind in Oregon in 1930 wes between Téé
and 823, Interpreting these figures in terms of the present, following
the ssme procedure as sbove, the number of blind im Oregon today would
be between 838 and 928,
A survey of the blind of the state made in 1932 reported 681

blind persons.® Although the exact definition of blindness used in this

study is not stated, some indication is given from the following
statements

" Bﬁ- PPe le2e
ry Best, op. cit
i A Suavey "&rmﬁfnmsuuarmﬁ_cmmu

the Advisory Bowd for the Blind, (1932), p. 26




There are about one-half,.,of the blind who are

totally lacking in vision, thet is, they have no visual

sensations whatsoever. S1lightly more then one«halfs .40

the blind have insufficient vision to allow them normal

progress with the necessary duties of existence,®

Assuning thet the mumber of blind in the state in 1082 was the
same as in 1930, the finding of 681 blind persons in 1932 would give
an estimate of 767 blind et present, Statistically, this would tend to
be an over estimation since there were probably actually less blind in
the state in 1930 then in 19%2 because of an inereasingpopulation in the
state.

Although the State Commission for the Blind is at present making
& census of the blind in Oregon in commection with the anmual school
eensus, figures are not availeble as yets There are, however, a few
available sourees which provide a basis for making a fairly rough estie
mate, ‘ |

The State Public Welfare Commission reported in August, 1938,
that there were 436 persons receiving blind assistence, with 62 appli=
cations on file which had not at that time been passed upon.‘ Sinee the
mmber of blind persons receiving blind assistmoe has been remaining
quite constant, this provides one fairly sccurate source for meking s
estinate of the mumber of blind at presents Thet this mumber 1s by no
means inelusive is shown by the qualifications which must be met bcfaﬂ
recelving assistance. Of no little importance as far as making estimates
is concerned is the faet that the blind person must be needy. Noreover,

the age requirement is sixteen years of age or over, The residence

6. Ibid., pe 16,

6, Public Assistance in Oregom, Statistical Report s 1938
(State Relief Comittes of &'ng;’:% ":""“""“""m ugust 1038,



56
requirement would also disqualify some of the blind, Also, if the
blind person is receiving iuﬁs.tutieml care, he is ditqmliﬂtd-’
Furthermore, some blind persons sre not receiving blind assistance bee
cause a member of their family is receiving some form of public assiste
ance, A number of those persons receiving old age assistance would also
be eligible to receive blind essistence; but no estimate as to how meny
of these there actually are is availsble, However, there would be at
lesst 498 blind in the state over the age of fifteen. To this figure
mey be added the fiftyeeight immates of the Portland school, since none
of them are eligible for blind assistance, This would give a total of
5866 blind in the state at present,

This figure, however, does not include any blind below the age of
sixteen. A survey of handicapped children made by the State Board of
Health reported 94 echildren with vision of 20/200 or less and B7 children
with vision of 20/100 or less.’ Adding these numbers to those receiving
state aid, Oregon would have a total of 607 blind persons. But for
ressons steted sbove, this is probably an under-estimate, Table I

provides an easy comparison of these various estimates,

TABLE I
NUMBER OF BLIND PERSONS IN OREGON

Estimated from 1930 federal OONBUBsssocn ossssssosssrsssanssasasnbbd
Estimated from 1930 federal census, em‘m.QOOCOCQQQCOOQQsM‘a
Estimated from 1932 BUrVEY ssssseanssssssatsncassnscbnnssssnns 767
Estimated from knm blind in ﬂl. MM"-..............".. 607

7. Ore Leaws, 1%7 Chapter 334, Section 3.
8s Eﬁm anount of vision allowed a reeijient of
blind assistance,

9« Unpublished figures furmnished by Dr. G.D.H, Thompson of the
State Board of Healthe
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Mr. J. F, Myers, the first superintendent of the Oregon Blind
Trades School, estimates that there are between six and seven hundred
blind in Q-agon.”

The federal census of 1930, when compered with the census of
1920, provides a bagis for making comperisons of the relative numbers of
blind in the verious states and in indicating trends of inercase or de=
erease, This information is furnished in Table II, |

eapLs 11t

BLIND POPULATION PER MILLION GENERAL POPULATION

Geographical Division Humber per 1,000,000 Population
1950 1920

Q“‘“ -o.o--&o.-oo-yoa--aooc-u.unnpoouuoqoé 520 ssssnses 452
- United 3‘&‘“‘1---.‘..uo.oo-.o.oot.*oo-oonott 517 sescensy 497
P!.oitic"......-....n.......c..........uu 474 seesvese 423

While the census data would indicate that blindness is inereasing
both in Oregon end the United States, the census bureau itself feels
that differences in accursey of emmmeration between the two census years
may account for this inerease, and that in actuality there is a strong
possibility that blindness is decressing ‘2

2, Causes of Blindness
It is equally difficult to mscertain the causes of blindness in
Oregons All studies dealing with this problem have been limited in
scope; furthermore, comparisons are impossible beoause each group making

10, Intervi :

R. The nil'& _ugg_mnfml _i_g the United States, 1930 (Washe
ington, DT T, 5. Depertaent of Commerce, Burcau of Censis, 1951), pe O,

12, Ibide, ps 2.




& study of this problem uses its own classification of causes. The
fact that such studies have dealt with different ege groupings also
‘makes interecomparisons extremely hazardous.

The Advisory Board, in its 1932 study, presents a table of causes
of blindness which is presented on the following page as Teble quls

Obviously, too much importance should not be given to the
figures contained in Table III, Out of the total mumber of blind pere
sons found in the study, only 40,8 per cent reporteds This means thet
over one~half of the blind did not report the csuse of their blindness.
Had they reported, it is conceivable thet certain causes of blindness
might have been given & more significant position in the table, for
there is reason to believe that a greater tendency exists to reveal the
cause of blindness in the ceses of some causes than in others. Further-
~ more, 1642 per cent of those giving csuses were classed as "Not definitely -
reported”, and 4.4 per cent as "Combination of various defects". This
means that out of the total mumber of blind studied, Gﬁl. specific infore
mation is available on only ebout 32 per cent, If this were a rendom
sample, it would be of sufficlent size to indicate the causes of blinde
ness for the blind in the state as a whole, However, as has already
been explained, this is most probebly a stratified samples

The causes of blindness among the 129 students in attendance
st the Oregon State School for the Blind during the blennial period
ending June 30, 1938 are presented in Table IV which appears on page
”'14

13. A of the Bl% ﬁ State of Oregon, conducted
- Mﬂz:”wh ennial ai' ﬂz Or State Board "
e Ore of
Gontrol, po 188, — Report of £on




TABLE III

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND ACCORDING TO SPECIFIC CAUSES
OF BLINDNESS IN OREGOK

Causes of Blindness ' Per Cent nummu

D!.nuol........ reeNe ssusEns e sosunRsssssacnane DBeD

Bpao.’dh......u...............-......u..u 49,0
Diseases of eonJunotivhisecissesnnsecesnse 3.2
Diseases of hi‘....‘............'.......”.. .8
Dissases of COrNOBavssnrsoncansssnonsssnnty A 4,5
Diseases of 0h0f°1da.ubb:totoot.-oi‘wtooug ok
Diseases of rﬂtmo'ouaélo-o-o----io-’ovcv'. 1.9
Diseases of OPtic NOrV@escssessese vosasnse 66
Diseases of erystalline lems (especlally b

“m“t..anttoooo uaoooonoovu‘QQ..QoOQ0.0 + w-:
Progressive mopie (_!?._'_)Ccou‘#o.it&ooo&.iti 1.4
Glaucoma, . o AR AL AR LAt A R LR EE LT 248
All others not here clusiﬂﬂt.. sssscsnene ' T2

GO RLs s sssntsviranobis srove resssessssrvsne 13.0 :
Bearlet feverese.. T T o7
h“lﬂloc;uo.-a.........--.--a-uot.ooo-a-o 1.1
Brain PP esesssnssssnssssnsavsssssnbasns o7
Mhngh OnoephRlitinicisosvessvssnsnnen ok
CRNCOr e ssscrsssonnnsvntsssssntssscasssnns od
Venereal dl““‘looo.mu.umouocooccuc:oo Led
Teeth OxtraotioBessssesenorevess ssssucnsne o4
Blood Olﬂtcno‘ooooadnnucoooo.onnnnoooootca Q‘
Houritisececicoe sos ssesncsvesessnsssateese 1.1
Typhoid m\nm-coou.tcoaoa-otoouncnoo.o. ot
Brain fevereseees- I TT ._’
mﬂgiﬁﬁottottu--cntbocndvc0¢onotoou.ooo o7
Malformation of skullessessssssccccsnssrne ot
Paralytic m«hnu........u......u...o ok
m.‘:.o...-o..conv'o ooo.chﬁQQllOOl‘th 04
&“."‘OOOQCQQOOOOOQQQQ...tﬁ.‘.!.“li..'. od

M“i“m.tltsaop-ooo..-ocuooooc.aiwoltttocotod 17.4 '

Accidents (M‘b !m:fiﬂ)cooa»c-o--qocn.cc-oo !2.6

Explosionse=
Dynemite C8pPBecssssvsssssssssssnnsnsosnnss 8.6
M‘m...&0".Ob.QQ.iOIbCQOQh..OOCQ.O.. o8

x’rq&.$oonoo.‘t.ooctov;t.toca.uo0‘000‘.‘000 Q‘

ot (hﬂaiuly reportedecesessscscsesssesscsese 1642 :

s‘ni-liw..tcooooucccoocou.-oootovto-.ooo..i. 1.7

GOﬁg‘Mt‘l (W.ﬂmt at birth)cacotocudooptoo % §

Inflmatiem.unu..................nuu o7

Gonwlllm...n..u..............-n-uun o

Crossed mlocoocouoocoonlonoooo00000"0..!' o7

Weak .y.'ﬁoooaoo-ouu-c».oooadoootonoatotooo 6.1

!ﬂ‘ lh"m mﬂom.............u...u.."o .‘

A R S TR u..oo‘t'c.‘ .?
g"“i%ooont BRI T E T TR T T TR R Ry papapgapy ok
dnation of various defectBesvevsssnnnssose Sud ded
!m..thlotoooo-0..-"0.00000000O01m.0 100.9

Those reportinge-40,3 per cent,



TABLE 1V
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CAUSES OF BLINDNESS AMONG THE STUDENTS AT THE OREGON STATE

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

Causes of blindness

Per cent

m’»m&ibnupooovovuouiloccocococ.o-.o--onog
A.lbiniu...'..........u.......p..--.;--.....-.s
Albinism with nystagmus end anblyopitesescssece
Alt’.ﬂltiﬂoo-uuoo.n Prsscceseeosnsnsnassssass
Astigmetism with m.rﬂpucaoutnnt-»tqn.ticol_é
Buphthalmo

.cccoooooqnu-o»ooooocnoctoo:oo&ooaooo

Cataract, central ﬁ%‘GOIQM.QOtQQQGQ-oninQ
Cataract, Ommtﬂ,.’oq-oo'-;ou.on’.jt'caiic
- Cataract, congenital with w&m.-oto-ooooccc
Cataract, congenitel with high myopiBesscescsess
Cataract, congenital with nystegmus and
atrophic hi'cic‘o‘oottt $S4essassssancrsavsen
Chorio=retinitisessssee LR LT T P g
Chorio=retinitis with nystagmus and astigmatism
Corneal IDUGMioiteoothocycv-noo»'-o-QQQLig;ii
Corneal opseity.,..... sesaes sussecs seseusersun
Cornesl opacities with cateractiesessecessssvsss
Corneal opaeity with interstitial keratitis,,ss

Corneal uwtcooooo-ooclbaoocqq.otongyopoooqoq '

c’lﬁha.‘cclvcvcotO'OOQOootnub‘*i.Qb.i‘tdi".!..
Coloboma ﬂw'mln-o.vttt«ucccnc'uisiiiii
Giauom.u...n"....».u-u..h..u&no\a.ugoi
W°§1.Q.Oiis!itQ".ooit‘.....tf".v-lt;o-;;é
mmiﬂd blmm“l'ooc;.vot‘n.t.;q‘oo&qoonsﬁ
&it"o"isonpooilt-tooo—:tct.ocaact0'9-0’0'0@:0
Lens, dislocation Gfoﬁtoiooiitoiuooncobncvoniié
MOWl‘QM,'Gﬂngﬂni’hdo.oci-c:.«n:»i.iﬁ&ii
W“ﬁonogooc-un.vcpo"moeo;-;oiiitltqéinoi;é
Myopia, high with astignatighecesssonnsersncnne
Myopia, progressive with DyStagMIBs eennrosnssne
Myopia, progressive with astignatimmeseveseeses
m tOl.QQ.."‘OC!GQ;.'U..t"itvt‘Q.C‘QO!QQ"
Hystagmus with mhl”?’-“.i...ﬁ'-..“’lo'..!".
Optie ‘h"pw".‘otcoooa..oo'..-QQOQOOODQQ»QGQé‘
Wﬂﬂ atrophy with high myopifeees seesescsanens
Optie .ﬁa?w'ﬁthIWWQQQOOQOQCQQOQODQ‘Q
mmﬁlp‘oiicﬁcoaooiccnn'o--;aa-.nnon;od"g
&.tia‘é d.r.ét‘ltittD§0.0ooououo'O0.00"‘0’0.'@
Retina, detachment Qfaqcnoo.cuo.ﬁiq&ﬂ&nio?éé

n‘t‘n1t1'09000f01n000000’.-COQQO'ODQQQfQ,Uf!QéQ

Retinitis Pim“dno-nﬂn--o--‘.qaoo-oo&-tom-o
Retinitis pigmentosa ﬁﬂi'uy’muaétanééc‘#
Staphylon ‘_;“0--..001;;0.._-‘0’0090.00;000999;9
aw&muwgnmnoaouuocp-qco-oocto-noqoooqoqq
mm-iisqci'Qnsn‘ooqocooouw'ovioouto_nugovo

IMo-ucnuoco-uug.n-o-o..o.ooaoo.oocoq

"




Table V gives the causes of blindness among the 97 blind
clients of the Oregon Blind Trade School during the biemnium ending
mm 1’ 19”0

TABLE V
CAUSES OF BLINDNESS AT THE OREGON BLIND TRADES mmla

Cause of blindness Number Pcr m
.mim..oQo-oo.oo».o.ca-onaw-.toceﬁotvooo-nno 13 uo‘
m umn.pcputiuao e R R R P y b 4 17.6
; OlBsseesas passossses -roncooittdu.«nac-ocoo 5 52

Trtchmn,.............-.. .-.-oo-o\uoaootvéuno 5 5:‘ :
cuagoni .oco-o'oao.-ao"qcnotuu.a»»nto-coo-o 7 72
M‘l ﬁk”'.a‘tlonoocooo tuec.cc«nuov:.iotttcb 2 2.1
Wﬁloocc-&aoca.nu serucannseesianne .o seoe 2 2.1
Optic atrophyecssscessese sasonsvssnes nunuo-ooo 7 Te2
cm..nnoouon:onoonuoaoa-.voeoot.uvd. Quoobet 11 11.3
Blood BANORRB v v s b snes Viss sobnbbnine die s 10 21.7
MO.ﬁ-obnoccot:ttooucooococo.»caqt-nnatooo 3 3.1
8@111*,'”&.09-"-10ncvaotcvi;vtwnbtnoo.on-‘ooat 4 441
TOERLBssenssnornnnunssnee s ssvrerse 97 1001

The Stete Bosrd of Health survey of handicapped children also
provides a basis for determining the csuses of blindness in the states
Although 94 ehildren vith vision of 20/200 or less were found, twenty
of these, or 21,2 per cent, m either not reported or unknown in
respect to the cause of blindnesse The causes of nmm-u nssi@cd to
the 74 rnd.ning individuals are pressnted in Table Vig page 6le

Here, again, the number for whom definite information is given is
very small, being only 43.6 per cemt of the total mumber covered in the
studye

Although the 1930 census did not include a report of the ecauses
of blindness, such a report was made from the 1920 census, This

15 Information furnished by Mr. Linden mnengh. superine
tendent,
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TABLE VI

CAUSES OF JUVENILE BLINDNESS FOUND BY THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTHM®

Cause of blindness Rumber Per cent
8@‘51”‘..40--'00.'0-u-.avo'oot-onccctot00-0.00 3 4.1
Interstitial mlﬁmco-uooco-tnctouu’-o.noonoa 1 1.4
Juvenile optie ‘quaooouoo:oon.o ao.co---ocooo 8 10.8
Progressive chuno TBEDBIEIBL IS HEBED NS DOSAD [ .Ql
Retinitis PigmentosBeses sesssasssssssosessscasssce B 4.1
Congenital cataractisssceserssssensennsssssseesses 18 17.6
h’um.uu-..u...-u....n...n..u....uu.. 1 1.4
“ciM‘QOOOQOU'vOOiOOCOGOGQ"QUQOQQOOOUQQQtQtOQ. 8 10,8
Utheresssssesss L T L T T I T ‘10’
Totalesevssanes SEssabsskssosnssanen T4 1002

material is not broken down to individuel states, but Table VII gives the
causes of blindness as reperted for the Pacific states.)’ This table
appesrs on page 62

There is no basis for comparing the mrobsble accurscy of these
difftrent studies on the cmuses of blindness. Differences in the number
of blind for vhom the cause of blindness is reported, dttfms in the
degree of accuracy of reporting, and differences in the classifications
of the causes of blindness make sny such comparisons extremely unreliable,

This same criticism holds true for sny attempt Yo trace trends in
the -oausu of blindnesss Although recgrds are available which show the
causes of blindness among the blind attending the mm institutions for

the blind for & mmber of years, these statistics have not been gathered
upon eny uniform besis. Although the major causes of blindness as

reported have been reduced from a total of about sixty different causes
to approximately twenty, and the per ¢ent of blindness determined for

16, Information furnished by Dr, G.D.H, Thompson of the State
Board of Health,
1.1. The Bnn:l h on of the United States, 1920, s suﬁuim.

%{;n tt Census
‘1 ¢ DuCs,s mtd Bt:tu Tovermment Printing Of fice, 1 BS. PDe 180-
3le




TABLE VIX
CAUSES OF BLINDNESS FOR THE PACIFIC STATES

Reported Cause of Blindness Number Per cent

Dofinitoly reported CAUSOS.sssescsssnscessnes 1,183 78.3
Cataractesesensnsennss T T T T L ] 189 12,6
Gl‘u@m.ocoaoooou-c.tosoaoctoinooooo.o..u. ” 80‘
Atrophy of the optic NErveesessvsssscsssnses 95 6e3
W‘ NRONABOPUNL s oo acitos sEBs 66 oo s unn 38 2.5
Trachoma (ylnuhr W.li“)nuoo..o.-uc.w# 29 1.9
Diseases of the r.tmqqoovcutcoco-«n-oocco 42 2.8
GWGJ. ulﬂﬂouo..-.... PEBROOBDI LNV ABNGTERS m 01
Cancer and other ROOPLASMBycsssscssssannnes 14 o9
Diseases of the lril..‘..,......-...n..uo 16 1.1

louhl..................u-.............u 24
Hlningitit..-.-u.. cevscesessesssassnasens 13
Soarlet feverissssssossonssss sesssstesnnre 0o 16
ﬁdﬂﬂy disease and d’»‘h‘““.oo..oo.o-oo&‘o 18 1.2
Influenza (gripp.)ouoo-.ooaobcoocoo sassseve 16
Typhoid fmrco.oopq.--o-coontop&o.ooco'ooo 14
Syphilis and locomotor atexifeesssecosesoss 1:

muMQ.tolooqsotvl.ooo.ooun‘t.»tblnbt..' .s
Acclidents, POBRLssusnossinnronaistnesernne * ®
Explosives (dynamite, gunpowder, etce)s.. 60 4,0
'm.o‘cotuﬂc-QOo'oocduotooatotolloot 23 : 1.6
hlllnuuoucuu LR TR I Y -O.".' 32 g.l
Flylng objects (not from explosions)essee 24 1.6
Cutting or piercing hutrmnta..... secee 9 o6
T T A ¢-.-¢00 9 : ..
All other accidental ﬂju"i.l.Q..oooooooc 158 10.5
h!lmoctvonco-.o.acgcooo.o.c-on\v-nona-o 1‘ 9
Foreign substances in ey@ecsscesssssssssess 14 o9
All other dafiai‘boly !"Wt’d CaNSeBesennne 184 12.2
Indefinitely or inaccurately reported causes, 313 20.7
Congenital (cause not stated)secessecsssses 111 73
TPRIE R s on s oo s 0+ o 0aBvs Gos 60 Erne se S60E 12 8
BXPOCWC 'bo h.“&b.o.uolno-0.0.00-00-00-0.. 11 < .7
Sore Cy.'niolOOancooo--coﬁooocnnacaa sevee ve 9 o6
All'othcr.u..nu....................u.g. 170 11,3
Combination of different classes of causes., 15
Totel, causes reportedssssscessas 1,611 99,0 100,0

Cause unknown or not reportediccssssesssssss e .
Grand BObRLascovsasnnnsnsrsnavess lgm

* The total blindness reported ecaused by accidents is 315 or 20.8 per
cente
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each of these causes for a period of years, it is felt that the ine
acouracies involved inm -the whole procedure sre such as to meke the pre-
sentation of such data imayinbh. sinee the results are more apt to be
misleading than infomative, A

The Committee on Statisties of the Blind of the American Founda- ‘
tion for the Blind has presented a classification of causes of blindness,
but no statistical studies of the causes of blindness in Oregon have been
made on the basis of this elassification. At the present time, the classi-
fication is being revised’ so that it will be some time before it will
be possible to study trends u the causes of bl indness,

3. Heredity as a Cause of Blindness
The federal census includes in its report tables showing the exe

tent to which blind people have blind parents, blind siblings, end blind
childrens As presented in their report, the percentages are deternined
by dividing the total mumber of blind persons reporting a blind parent
- into the number of blind persons reperting & blind parent for each cause
of blindness reporﬁd. A similar procedure is followed for those whe re=
port on the vision of their parents, but who do not report them as blind,
The statistics for blind persons reporting blind siblings end for those
reporting blind ehildren are handled in the ssme menners

In studying the hereditary basis of blindness from this date, it
is necessary to caupare the two percentages, i.e. the percentages, obe-
tained as outlired nbove, of those reporting blind parents and of those
not reporting blind perents (or siblings or children), This census data

18, letter dated May 24, 1939 from the American Foundation for
the Blind,
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glves a m&-c accurate picture of the situation when it is handled as

follows: in each case, the percentage is deterained by dividing the
total mmber reporting as to the vision of the parents for each cause of
blindness classification into the mumber reporting one or both perents
blinde The same procedure is used for blind siblings and blind children,
In this way, only one penix,&cgc is obtained for each group, and compari-
sons may be made more nsilﬁ

The census bureau gives the following explemation of its intere
pretation of hereditary causes of blindnesss

By comparing the diseases having higher proportions

in case of parental blindness than in the opposite case,

there may be found, to some extent, which diseases h; an

effect upon blindness through hereditary operationse

The same procedure was followed by the census bureau in its inter-
pretation of the statisties on blind siblings and Elind children,

On the basis of the census study of blind pecple who have blind
parents, the following causes of blindness sre listed as heving heredit-
ery fectorss progressive myopla, retinitis, pignentosa, detachment of
the retine, cataract, glavcoma, old 2ze, trachoma, neuralgia, exposure
to hest, and sore oyes.®® On the basis of the method presented above,
howsver, to include these causes of blindness within the hereditary classie

ficetion necessitates the ineclusion of malformations, all other causes
indefinitely or inaceurately reported, and combination of two or more
diseases of the eye, since the percentages of those having blind parents

for these three causes of blindness are larger than the similer percente
8zes for some of the causes listed as hereditary by the census reporte

19. The Blind Population of the United States, 1920, A Statise
tleal gm_'r{__&*“‘m Data Obtained at the Fourbeenth Docemnial Census

(Washington, DC.i United States Govermment Printing Office, 1928), p. 168
20. Ibid., pe 158,
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Similarly, the census bureau finds that, on the basis of blind
brothers or sisters, the following causes of blindness may be cole
sldered to be hereditary: amaurosis and other disturbances of vision,
retinitis pigmentosa, diseases of the choroid, progressive myopia,
cataract, trachoma, and atrophy of the optiec nerve, 2! To this list
must be added all other disemses of the eye, diseases of the oWa, and
combination of two or more diseases of the eye.

In the study on blind persons reporting blind children, the fole
lowing causes of blindness are found to hﬁc hereditary factorss:
amaurosis, sore eyes, trachoma, retinitis h-mnrhngleu, cancer and
other neoplasms, diseases of the cornea, ang cataract, To this list
must be added congenital (csuse not stated), all other disesses of the
eye, combination of different causes, neuralgia, diseeses of the cone
Junetiva, all other causes indefinitely or inaccurately reported, and
progressive myopia,

The following causes of blindness, sinee they appesr to have
hereditary characteristics on the basis appearing in two of the three
classifications, may be considered to be the ones which are most herede
itarys trachoma, diseases of the cornea, retinitis pigmentosa, detache
ment of the retina, cataract, amaurosis and other disturbences of vige
hn, all other diseases of the eye, combinetion of two or more diseases
of the eye, congenital (cause not stated), neuralzia, sore eyes, and
all other causes indefinitely or insccurately reported. However, this
type of study tends to overemphasize the hereditary nature of those dise
eases, particularly trachoma and sore eyes, which are 1nroctucnnfz In

21, Ibid., ps 1604
22, m-., Pe 158,
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these cases, the fact that near relatives are blind may be due not so
mueh to heredity as to contagion. :

Further evidence that blindness has definitely hereditery fec-
tors is given by the census:

Of those blind perszons having e parent blind, prace
tically three~tenths (3143 per cent) heve in addition broe
thers or sisters who are blind., This proportion is almost
four times as grest as the corresponding proportion for
those not having a blind perent but having blind brothers or
sisters (8,8 per cent), Of those having e blind parent, 5.2
per cent have themselves children who are blind, This proe
portion is over three times as great as the corresponding
proportion for those not having a parent blind but having
blind children (1.6 per cent), The percentage for the
blind having blind brothers or sisters and also a blind pare
ent is considerably over fourtimes as large as the corresge
ponding proportion for those not having blind brothers or
sisters, or 14 per cent as egainst 3.3 per cent. The percente
age of the blind who have blind children and also have a
blind parent is more then three times as large as the corres-
ponding proportion for those not having blind ehildren, or
16,1 per cent as against B.1 per cent.%®

Unfortunstely, this information is not refined sccording to cause
of blindness, nor is sufficient information mrovided to make such &
study possible. If such a study could be made, it wuld provide a much
more adequate basis for studying the hereditery basis of blindness as a
vhole, &s well s of blindnees in the state of Oregone

4. Survey of Blind Minors in Oregon

The State Boerd of Health has been condueting a survey of the
handicapped children in the state of Oregone This survey is being made

in cooperstion with the State Superintendent of Publie Instruetion, and
most of the data is obtained through the county heelth nurses, The

23, Ibid»’ Pe 156,



survey is not limited to blind children alome, but also includes the
deaf, erippled, reterded, behavior problems, and low vitality casess

In March, 1939 the survey was by no means complete, sinee reports of
additional children were still coming in,

The ratio of hamdicapped children to the child population varies
considersbly from county to county, (1) because there is an sctusl veri-
ation, and (2) perhaps because some counties are more adequately reported
than others, Table VIII shows the number of blind minors per 100,000
persons aged nineteen or under for the verious counties, All of the
tables in this chapter are based upon visual sccuity in the better eye.
Table VIII follows upon page €8s

The meps on pages €9 end 70 give a more graphie presentation of
this information, :

, As shown in Tables IX end X, most of the visually handicapped
. children reported in the survey were bor# in Oregon and born of imerican
born parents. These tables appear uponm page Tl.

Broken homess Approximately one-fifth of these minors come from

homes in which the normal parental relationship has been broken either
by separation, divorce, or desth, and, with the exeception of the "no light

perception" classification, the percentage coming brom broken homes
s.mmpa as the degree of vision decreases, es shown in Table XI, on

page T2. .
Teble XII, on page 72, shows the number living in the home of

either their parents, siblings, or relatives, together with the number
of those who ere receiving relief,



- TABLE VIII
mm MINORS PER 100,000 POPULATION AGED 19 OR UNDER
BY COUNTIES
County Population aged Per 1004,9@ ) population

19 or under Visually handie  Visusl acuity of
capped minors 20/200 or less

STATE OF OREGON 816,408 159 30
Wallowa ; 3,161 0 0
Lane 19,397 36 10
Klamath 10,907 37 9
Tillamook 4,577 44 24
Polk 6,242 48 0
Morrow 1,821 55 0
Union 6,400 63 16
Washington 10,924 64 18
Multnomah 97,634 68 16
Linn : 8,927 78 22
Hood River 3,350 88 0
Deschutes 6,510 92 15
Benton 5,858 137 17
Wasco 4,363 138 23
Marion 20,3859 147 79
Harney 2,007 149 50
Josephine 3,989 177 25
Yamhil) 1,045 180 39
Coos 10,388 183 7
Clatsop 6,510 184 3 3
Jackson 11,470 192 26
Sherman 1,011 198 0
Douglas Y,787Y - 258 39
Umatilla 6,280 271 80
Gront 2,011 298 149
Clackemas 16,456 310 24
Lincoln s.gcg ::: z;
Curry 1,19

Wheeler 1,045 383 26
Columbia 7,731 414 39
Gilliem 1,262 475 158
Baker 64176 583 49
Lake 1,683 713 59
Jefferson 834 959 0
Crook 1,236 M 0
Malheur 4,455 1,148 135
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TABLE IX
mmammwnxmnmwm

i

Degree of vision : Born in Cregon Born Elsewhere Total Number
Kumber Percent Tber Percent

No light perception e 50,00 7 50,0 14

20, &2 ‘ 65.0 28 35.0 80

a%o 34 59,6 23 40,4 57

20, e7 62.1 53 37.9 140

20/50 148 68.5 €8 3145 216
Total 330 66,1 179 35.3 807

TABLE X

mmwrmwmmmmw

Degree of vision !oﬂ: p-nnts American born One parent only Mmerican Neither cluci-
: . born fication
light perception 14 100,0 . 0 0 0
‘ i 20,7 s 8.8 g 1028
128 5124 7 540 5 3.6
192 88,9 15 6.9 9 4.1
Total 457 80.1 27 5e3 23 4.6




TABLE XI

NORMAL PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP BROKEN,
BLIND MINORS OF OREGON

— . A O D SO o - e

Degree of Vision Total Hormal Relationship Broken
No light perception 14 | 7.1
20/200 80 27 377
20 57 14 2446
20, 140 30 2led
20/50 216 38 1746
Total 507 110 21.7
‘TABLE XII
NUMBER LIVING IN OWN HOME, SIBLING HOME, OR RELATIVES HOME, AND
NUMBER OF HOMES RECEIVING RELIEF, BLIKD MINORS OF CREGON
oo of Viston JAvinc ot Homp  Living o Home nd Seoeiiog nelies
No light perception 6 4249 & 83.3
20, 38 43,8 30 85.7
20, 4C 807 41 89.1
20, 120 €943 100 8040
20/50 194 89,8 167 8641
Total 406 80.1 343 83.9

Although the evidence is not et all conclusive, since there are no
really comparable figures, some very tentative consclusions may be drawm

concerning the mumber of blind ehildren who come from broken homes a&s come
pared with the child population as & wholes OFf the total mumber of men in
Oregon who heve been married, 11.4 per cent are now either widowed or

~divoreced; for women the figure is 17,1 per cent, It should be noted that
this does not include separstions, since they are considered as married,

whoreas the study of the blind includes the separated families as families
in which the normal merriage relationship has been broken, Furthermore,
the study of the state as a whole is made not from the standpoint of the



78
adultpopulation, whereas the study of the blind is made from the stende
point of the children, Obviously, the two sets of data are not strietly
eomparable, lioreover, if only those femilies in which there were childe
ren wre studied for thepopulation as a whole, as is done in the case of
the blind, the percentage of broken homes would be considersbly lower,
since couples with children are less apt to divoree than couples having
no ohildren, Assuning, however, that the figures presented here have
some vslid significanee, thare is reason o believe thet more blind ehildren
thean normal children ¢ome from broken hemes, and thet the perceniage of
brolwn homes incresses as the degree of blindness increases, Just why
blind minors seem to come from families in which the normal psrental re-
lationship has been broken is not quite clear, but it does indicabe that
meny of these blind minors not only have the hendicap of peor vision, but
have the additional handicep of & broken home.

- Reliefs Over eighty per cent of the blind ineluded in this study
who are living in the homes of relatives come from femilies which are re-
ceiving reliefs Some authorities would say that this definitely indicates
that the blind tend o come from fenilies which are in a poorer finaneiel
condition than most of the population, while others would say that this
situation is largely due to the paremts’ using the visual hardicap of
thelr children as o means of helping them obtain relief,

Iype of Homes The type of home from which the blind covered in

this study come is shown in Table XIII, on page T4.

All of those living in institubions were living in educational
institutions except for six of those with vision of 20/50, Of these six,
one was in a correctional institution, one in a mul- institution, and



. TABLE XIIX
TYPE OF HOME, BLIED MINORS OF CREGON

P o Light Parcsption 20/200 20/100

éuhe.

3 35.7 34 &.S 45 78,9 120 85.7 1856 '85&6

8ibling home 0 o [¢] 1 3 (¢ 0 0 o 3 1.4
Relatives home 1 Tl 1 1.3 1 1.8 5 3.6 6 2.8
Foster home o 0 0 0 1 1.8 | ™ AR
Institutional 8 57,1 45 56.3 10 17.5 14 10,0 20 93
Total 14 99,9 80 100.1 57 100.0 140 100,0 218 100,40

L



three in health institutions. The obvious conelusion from these fige .
ures is that most of the visually handicapped minors are living either
in their own homes or in educational institubions, and thet the better
the vision the more likely the individual is to be found in his own home
and the less likely in an educational institution.

Races Only a very few er.ﬁu blind sre not of the white race,
For all of the visually handicapped children, 97.2 per cent are of the
white rm,‘.z per cent colored, 2 per cent yellow, 1.6 per cent red, and
o8 per cent belong to otm races, ;

Religion: Most of these children are Christian, for 84,2 per
eent are Protestant, 8,6 per cent Catholic, 4,5 per cent other than Protes=
tant, Catholic or Jewish, 4,5 per cent are Jewish, and 2.2 per cent not
reporteds

Ages The age of the blind children was found by subtracting the
year of birth from 1939, Table XIV, which appears on page 76, gives the
ages of these minors,

The average ages of these visuvally handieapped minors is shown
in Table XV, on page 77, In caleulating the percentaces in Table XV, only
those blind between the ares of two and twentyeone inclusive were useds

Beoause of the evident tendency ¢o report more of the blind of sehool age
than of other ages, too much significance ean not be given these figures,
but there is an indicated tendency for the average age to be rather highe

This tendency is more mocurately pictured by Table XVI, on page 77, which
does not include the extremes of ages reporteds



R TABLE XIV

No Light Perception 20/200 20/100 20/70 20/50 Total
Age mmber Per ecent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent lumber Per cent Number Per cent

2 o 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 1 o6 1 )
3 1 7.1 0 0o o o 0 0 0 0.0 1 8
4 1 7.1 o 0 0 0 0 o 2 o9 3 6
= o o 0 5 # o 0 0 0 o o o

6 1 7.1 1 1.3 0 0 ) o 2 .9 4 8
7 1 7.1 2 28 o s o 4 149 r e
8 1 7.1 4 50 4 7.0 & 3.6 13 &8 ¥ &8
9 o o 6 % 1 1.8 9 Gk 19 S B =W
10 1 7.1 5 6.5 3 5.5 7 5.0 8 NT B8
11 1 7.1 3 3.8 & 3.6 & 3.6 21 %= % =
12 0 0 6 7.5 & 8.8 26 s 3 BT N NS
13 1 7.1 9 1.3 5 8.8 14 10,0 25 10,6 52 10.3
14 1 .3 3 5.8 7 23 1 Y B & =W
15 o o 10 12,5 & 8.8 22 157 B e & 1na
16 1 7.1 5 .5 ¥ 12.3 8 & = $Y = &
17 1 7.1 2 5.0 6 10.6 13 &8 8 £y W &3
18 1 7ol 10 12,5 3 5.8 9 G4 B £ N -
19 1 7.1 6 7.5 3 5.3 6 4,5 9 &t B8 &
20 0 o 2 2.6 2 &5 3 3 3 o9 3 13
21 1 7ol 2 2.6 © s 3 i o5 ¥ 24
29 0 0 0 o $ 18 ® 0 0 0 1 o2
Unknown 0 0 1 3 & 0 0 0 0 o 1 3
Total 14 99.4 80 100,83 57 100.3 140 100,0 216  99.9 507 100.0



TABLE XV
AVERAGE AGES OF BLIND MINORS OF OREGON

Arithmetic Average Hedian
ht perception 11,9 12,0
14.1 18,1
14,1 14,7
1549 14.4
12,8 13,2
13,5 13,8
TABLE XVI
AGES OF THE BLIND MINORS QW&@MWW-WW@WMWE%AW 5
Vision : 5=9 : 10=-14 : 15-19
The state as a whole 81,520 &2.9 as,m 83e4 83,370 88‘?
AJ.I visually handicapped 78 15.1 219 45.2 193 9.8
ght ‘perception 3 27.8 4 36,4 4 56.4
13 17,3 26 34,7 36 48.0
00 5 9.3 25 46,3 24 44.4
14 10.4 63 48.7 58 43,0
ze 38 71 53,8

18,1 iol 48.1
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There is little variation among thess three aze groups for
the population as & whole. For the blind groups, however, the dif-
ferences are considerable, As would be expected, the percentages for
the blind for the age group 6«9 is smaller than for ¢ither of the
other two age groupings sinee many children who are blind become so
later in life, either through accident or disease, Just why there
should be fewer visually handieapped children reported in the 15-19
8ge group than in the 10«14 age group is more difficult %o explain,
One possible reason is that some children recover from their blindness.
The much more probeble explanation, however, is that the older group
is not as completely reported as the younger.

Educations The type of school being attended by the blind is
shown in Teble XVII,

TABLE XVIX
TYPE OF SCHOOL APTENDED BY BLIND MINORS OF OREGON
Extent of Vision Total Number In Special School
No light perception 10 9 20,0
lﬂ/%ﬁ@ 73 49 67.1
20/1 56 11 19.6
20, 136 16 11.8
20/50 197 22 11.2
Total 472 107 2247

e

Obviously, the greater the visual handiecep, the more likely the
student is to be in a special school rather then in the regular publie
schools, :

Table XVIII, on page 79, shows the mumber and percentages of the
visually handicepped minors who are able to maintaein their age~grade

leveles



rmxmx_
BLIKD MINORS OF OREGON MAINTAINING AGE-GRADE LEVEL

Speciel Schools Public Sehools

Extent of Vision Total Number Maintaining Age-Grade Total Mumber Maintaining Age-Grade
Humber Per cent Humber Per cent
No perception ] 3 33,3 1 - -
- ok a5 22 4.9 24 14 58.3
100 11 2 18,2 45 26 57.8
: 16 9 5643 120 76 6343
20/50 22 9 40,9 175 92 52,6
Total 107 45 42.1 365 208 57.0
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- Of the total mumber of students covered in this part of the
study, 53,6 per cenmt were sble to maintain their age-grade levele
Just why a smaller percentage of studenmts in special schools
are able to maintein their sge-grade level than in public schools is not
quite elears Such e Yendency does not necessarily indicate that this
situation is true for the Oregon State School for the Blind, since other
special schools are ineluded in the studye It is not too improbable that
many of the students in the special schools ere there not only beesuse
they have a visual handicep, but elso because they have other special
problems such &s hearing, being erippled, intellectual problems, behavior
problems, and low vitalily, as well, A student with poor vision who is
wu to do setisfactory work is more likely to be sent to speecial
schools or classes than ome with equally poor vielon who is able o do
well in his works This tendency may also explain the reason for the
poorer showing made by the students of special schoolse
A total of 226 of those covered in this study was reported as

having feiled %o receive school promotion, Of these, 194 reports
included the school grade which was faileds Table XIX shows which grades

were failed by these students.

TABLE XIX
__ FAILED PROMOTIONS BY GRADES, BLIND MINGRS OF CREGON
Grade Failed Humber of Students Failing

WO AN

ﬁ-s::aszz

Total
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Thus, it is apparent thet most of the visually hendicapped
failing to receive promotion fail in the lower grades of school,

Speeial Problemss As shown in Table XX, many of the blind ,
children also have other special problems, This table follows on page 82,

There is no tendency indicated here for any of these special
problems to be more or less common according to degree of vision, The
pereentaze of those with no light perception who also have some other
problem is less than thet for any other visual group, possibly because
of the small number ineluded in the study. !hoio with the best vision
in the group were the ones who most frequently had some other special
problem. The reason thet so high a percentage of those (34,7 per cent)
have other problems as well may be thet individuals in this group, having
more nearly normal vision, are not as readily noticed unless they have

some other handicsp as well which mey esuse more thorough exeminetion
%o be given, It is safe to ssy, however, that about 20,0 per cent of

those with a more serious visual handicap also have some other special
problem which may make their adjustment difficult.

Affilistionss Of the 507 visually handicapped minors reported
in the survey, 77 or 15.2 per cent have fathers who are war veterans, and
61 or 14 per cent have one or both parents belonging to fraternal organie
zations. These may have some advantage in making their adjustment to
society since this may be a source of assistence to them,

Causes of Blindnesst The cause of blindness is given for 230
of the 504 covered by tholstudy, ar for 52,6 per cent. Of the 504, 227

or 46,0 per cent ere boys and 277 or 55.0 per cent are girls, This is

rather surprising since it is generally sccepted that the male blind oubm
‘mumber the female blind, even for the youmger 8ge groupse This tendency



TABLE XX
BLIND MINORS OF OREBGON WITH OTHER SPECIAL PROBLEMS

Degree of Vision ; Crippled Intellectual Behavior Low Vitality Total

s s e i e g p——

o f B X W £ m £ W § W £
Fo light perception o o 3 Y2 : B o 0 A 2 14,8
; R o 4 5.0 6 7.5 § 63 1 1.5 16 20,0
20/100 3 6.3 0 0O § B8 2 18 3 .3 12 21.1
4 2,2 5 8.6 11 7.9 & 2.9 4 2.9 28 20.0
20/50 $ 37T 1 53 3 130 ¥ T8 1 Sl 76~ 34.7
Total 15 3.0 21 4.1 51 »lﬂ.}. 27 5.3 19 8.7 188 - 26,2
TABLE XXX
CAUSES OF BLINDNESS BY SEX, BLIND MINORS OF OREGON
NS oF Atntewn Humber Per cent  Dumber Por cant  Mumber Per cemt
Strabismus 20 i6. 27 2243 Ly 19,7
Interstitial keratitis 0 0 & 3.3 4 1.7
Juvenile optic atrophy 9 7.6 3 2.5 12 5.0
Progressive myopia 10 8.5 17 14.0 27 11.3
Retinitls pigmentosa 2 1.7 1 8 3 1.3
Congenital cataract 18 15,3 7 5.8 26 10,5
Trachoma 4 3.4 7 B8 11 4.6
Accidents 11 8.3 7 5.8 18 7.5
Congenital nystagmus $ 4,2 2 1.7 : 2 2.9
Ho accompanying condition 1 o8 6 4.1 6 245
34 :8.3 40 3.1 74 31.0

Other causes

a8
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for the girls to outmmber the boys holds true for all degrees of
blindness, insofer as it is shown by this study.

of the 259 or 47.4 per cent for whom the cause of blindness
is reported, the mua indicated in Table m. on page 82, are reporteds

For the yeup as a whole, the most common causes of blindness
ere strabismus, progressive myopia, and congenital eataract. Two
causes of blindness, juvenile optic atrophy and accidents, sach sccount
for at least five per cent of the blindness for which the cause was
reported. Two other causes, phlyctenular keratitis and ophthalmia neone

atorum, although speeifically ineluded in the study, were not reported
as & cause of any blindness in the state, Ophthalnie neonatorum has

in the past been a quite common cause of blindness, and while it is POS=
sible that some suffering from this disease of the eye has been recorded
under "other" as baby's sore eyes or some other cause, this seems to ine
dicate that the health regulstions directed at the control of this cause
of blindness are working very satisfactorilys '

Some of the causes of blindness are more common among one sex than
the others Trachoma, progressive myopia, and strabismus were much more
Gommon es & cause of blindness among girls than among boys, while juvee
nile optic atrophy, congenital cataract, congenital nystagmus, retinitis
pigmentosa, and aceident were much more common smong boys. Four girls
were reported as having their blindness cansed by interstitial keratitis
while there were no boys suffering from this cause, Refrective error
was very evenly divided between the sexes, Although girls exceeded boys
in "No mccompanying econdition" and "Other csusess” this information is
of no signifieance without further refinenent,
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Summerys Perhaps one of the most significent conditions showm
by this study is the definite tendency for these visuvally handiecapped
minors to have other handicaps as well as blindness, Hany of them come
from broken homes, which indicates thet in meny cases valusble home
training will have to be compensated for., The number coming from
femilies vhich are on relief indicates that these individuals are Proe
bably being raised in e home atmosphere which will not be too eonducive
%o the development of embition with the result thet many of them will
themselves probably beeoms public chargess The difficulty which they
have in meinteining their egesgrade level in school is in itself indies
stive of the type of hemdicsp which they are going to facs when trying to
eompete with narmelly sighted individuals. Moreover, ramy of them m,m.'
special problems such as other physical defects, intelleckusl handicaps,
low vitality, and behavior which will provide a further handiecap in make
ing adjustmentse



CHAPTER IV

REHABILITATION OF THE BLIND IN OREGON

ls Presemt Status of The Oregon State School for the Blimd

Histarical Backgrounds The Oregon State School for the Blind was
first established in 1872, end placed under the control of the State
Board of Bducation, The school remained under this body unbil the 1913
legislature placed it under the State Board of Comtrols With few ex-
ceptions, the superintendents of the institution have not fma partice
ulerly well qualified for the position. |

As the school functions todey, the superintendent is appointed
by the State Board of Comtrol emd is responsible to that bodys The pre=
sent superintendent, vho took office in the fall of 1951, is & man of
outstanding ability and is virtually given complete control over the
schools |

muwém Recordss When the present superintendent assumed
his duties, the records of the school were very manplm. making i%
necessary for him %o start his work with little knowledge of what had
‘bnn‘ done prior to his adninistration,

Sinee 1931, however, the records are §u3.‘« complete, A file is
kept on each student vhich contains the mpplieaticn blenk, medicsl re-
ports, grade reports on scholarship and conduet (imeluding comments by
the etubprt), records of scores on placement tests, intelligence



86
exaninations, personality tests, and all of the correspondence con=
cerning that individval, Occasionally it hes been found necessary to
make special studies of some of the students, and when such occasion
arises, these =tudies are included in the file, For example, one stue=
dent who was a serious behavior problem and who was finally dismissed
from school has in his file a ten page case study giving information
conterning him end his background, recomnendations of psychologists cone
sulted concerning his problems, and othc} data not usually included,

The School Under the New Regimes At the time the present super=

intendent took office, the sverage deily attendsmee st the institution
was approximetely forty~three students. The attendance at the school
has greatly inereased during the past eight years, for the average
dally ettendance at the close of the last biemniwm was about nighty-uxl
or virtually twice what it was in 1931, This inereased enrollment is
largely due to the efforts of the superintendent to have all blind
children of the state enter the school and %o the expansion of the pro=
gran %o include sight saving as well as the education of the totally
blinds This inereased attendance made necessary the construction of a
new dermitory in 1936, '

The superintendent and the school are obviously well liked by
all of the students and psrente who were contacted in comneetion with
this study, for parents snd children slike fesl that the school is

being of great help to its students in making their adjustment to society.

1. Biennial Report of the State Board of Control for tle Period
Ending June 80, 1088, pe 156s e
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Present Ains
(1) Restoration of Visions The superintendent feels thet the first
aim of the school should be to restore vision vhenever this is possible,

The eight restoration mrogrem of the school has been highly successful,
Between 1928 and 1931, the year in which the present superintendent
took office, there are records of only two instances in which sight wes
restoreds Since 1931, however, there have been twenty-three cases of
restored vision, or an averaze of over three each year, Host of these
were the result of operations or rctruts.ém. vhile only two or thru_
resulted from factors (such as recovery fram hysterical blindness) not
directly related to the work of the schools

(2) Cultural Rehsbilitetions Charscter education is elso one
of the pri:u-y'du of the school, since the a&ainiahmt;on feels that

a blind person, in order to succeed in the outside world, must be of
outstanding character snd personality, It is the aim of the school %o
80 develop the personality of the students tlmt they will have both the
ability and the ambition which are so w:my for success, The stu=
dents frequently oame to the school with "blindisms", but only infrequente
ly does a student retain these characteristics after he has been in the
school far any length of time, Every effort is made to help the ine
dividuals to so adjust themselves to their blindness that their afw
fliction becomes so inconspicuous as to be hardly ms.unblc except upon
elose cbservation. Many who come to the school have been sheltered

in their homes until they are unsble to do much for themselves. They
soon learn, however, how much they are capable of doing end quickly
become virtually independents



88
Despondency is not a cheracteristic of students who have been

in the school for any length of time. Almost without exception, they
ere busy, cheerful, and happys One of the present teachers at the
school, who has been teaching in & mumber of blind schools in the East
and who has visited several others, reports that she has never been

in & school in which the students are so happy and optimlstic, Perhaps
the major cause of this cheerfulness is the faect that the students

are kept busy. In addition to their school work, parties lnd dances
are frequently provideds Sports, nsturally limited by blindness, are
encouraged as much as possible for the blind are often weak physieally
as a result of lack of exercises The school is equipped with a track
and a small gymesium, The wrestling team is outstanding, for although
it holds meets with many of the largest high schools in the state, it
is seldom defeateds The school spirit is excellent, and the pep
rallys preceding wrestling matches, although small in size, are more en=
thusiastic than usually found in the reguler public schools.

Much of the discipline st the school is handled by the students
themselves, who give such punighments as the receiving of "swats," or
the assigning of particular types of work, such as making beds. A
miniature trial is held for these offenders, which gives training in
citizenship, Severe disciplinary problems, of course, are handled by
the adninistration, The most common type of punishment on the part of
the administration is placing the student on grounds or refusing per=
mission to take part im the social activities of the schools

(3) Voeational Edueations Although all of the students who

attended the school during the past biemnium have received industrial
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‘hﬁn&ng,* 8 great deal of emphasis is not placed upon this phase of
education, The superintendent feels that the teaching of trades is
of secondary importence since the gradustes of the school are toe young
to be able to apply the trades lesrned, Fven the normal seeing high
school graduate of todey has diffievlty in cbtaining employment, The
superintendent feels that a systen should be worked out wherehy the
graduates of the School for the Blind mey be given training at the
Blind Trades School at the time when wvoestlonal training will be most
useful to theme.after high sehool graduation, With mroper cheracter
education on the grede and high school level and proper voestional edu=
cation af terwards, it is felt that the blind will be properly prepered
40 go out into the world.®

(4) Acadenic Eduestions Eduestion at the School for the Blind
is given in much the same way as in the reguler publiec schools, dife
fering only in that teaching methods are sdapted to the needs of the ,
blind and in that certain special subjects, such as braille, are offered.

Under the present curriculum, each blind student im

the high school department of the Oregon school tskes the

following subjeetst fowr years of English, including

gramnar , publie speaking, letter writing, journalism, Ameri-

can literature, and English literature; two years of

typing (every student learms to type before he is grade

uated); one year of health educationy one year of come

meroial geogrephys one yeer of biology; one half yeer of

comnercial law; one helf yeer of salesmanship; and adequate

instruetion, where it is practical, im pimmo twning, shop,

caning (chair bottoms), hendieraft, office practice, and

sewing, This, of course, is exelusive of piano, voice, and

other musical training....as well as of gymnasium, westling
and supervised games,

2. Ibid., pe 160, '
g ol <ol o '
, Tyrus H e © 8 ‘endencies in the Education
of the Blind, papers at Oregon SehooT Tor the Blind, p. 144



Bach spring the students are given standardized placement
tests, end promotions sre largely based upon these. The school define
itely mainteins the same scholastic stenderds as the regular publie
schoolss Frequently students will be taking work in different grades,
depending upon their abilities in the various fields,

The Daily Schedules The students at the school are awakened et

6130 AJM,, and bﬂn}:fnﬁ is served at 7:00, Classes begin at 8:00,

The high school group has five fifty mimute periods in the morning,
while the grade school is given ben periods of twenty-five minutes with
& ten minute recesss Lunch is served at 12:30 and afternoon classes
take up at 1130, At 3:10 the regular classes are over, and the stue
dents turn to sueh activities as gymnesium work, industrial training,
and home economics, Dimner is served et 6:00 P.M,

At 6130 P,M, there is a half=hour reading period for the young-
est students and a helfw~hour period of supervised study for the high
school groupe Although this study period is voluntary, poorer students
are advised to atbtends At 7:00 there are four more periods of reading,
one lasting for a hu;.f«-hour. one for three-querters of em hour, and tweo
lasting for one hour., These groupe are separated according to the
ages of the students, the younger ones receiving less reading. Bed
time varies from 7:00 to 10100, according to ages

Iype of Studentss Although the school directs its attentions
to the blind or pertially sighted child who is otherwise normal, meny
of the blind who have attended the institution are of such low mentality
that they are umable to progress in their school work. Since 1931,
twenty students have been dismissed for this reason, which is second
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only to restoration ét sight, and accounts far 19,5 per cent of the
total dismisselss The school is not unfairly dismissing these stue
dents of low mentality, beceuse the superintendent feels that it is
best both for the other students and for these individuals that they
do not remain in schools In a number of instences, they have been
allowed to return in the hope that they might be able to do the work
when they are a little older, and some have been allowed to stay in
school longer than would ordinarily be the case in the hope that they
might show improvements It is only after being given a fair trial and
after having been tested with psychologieal examinations that they are
dismissed, Nor is the opinion of the school officials slone sccepted,
but outside psychologists are consulted as wells

Statistical Studies of Present Students: During the blemmim
from July 1, 1936 to June 30, 1938, Piftyeeight students were receiveds
Table XXII, which appears on page 92, shows the ages at which these

students entered the schools

The blind usuelly do not enter school at as early sn ace as tin
seeing, end memy who entered the school had previously attended publie
sehoole. Of the fiftymsight adnitbsd during the biemnium, thirbeen
were illiterate, six wore able to read and write, thirtyeone hed ate
tended cormon school, and eight hed attended high uhw&.a

~ Of the 129 cared for during the biemnium, forty were totally

blind, while eighty-nine hed vision in excess of light Wm‘

During the biennium, four girls end eight boys were graduated

8. Biemnial Report of the sm. Board of ﬂonttal for the
Period Ending June 30, 1938, p.
& Ibid., p. 169,




TABLE XXIX
AGES OF ADMISSION TO THE OREGON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE nmm’
Age Mele Female Total

5 0 1 i

6 2 3 &

7 3 1 &

8 5 1 6
9 1 0 1
10 8 1 9
11 2 2 4
1 o o 2
13 1 1 2
14 2 1 3
15 6 3 8
16 2 2 4
17 2 1 S
is 2 2 4
19 1 1 R

Totals 38 20 88

e

from high schools Seventyeone studemts were present on é‘nl.yE 1.. 1936,
Fiftyeeight were recelved during the bienniwn end thirty-five \duo
missed, leaving a total of ninetyefour prosent on June 30, 19&.

Of the 129 cared for during %the bieunium, industrial ﬁ'ﬁinh‘
end litersry treining were being given to alls Physical wmfm was
given to 121, nusie to sixty-nine, typewriting to forty-ons, ma tune
ing to ﬁn- | \\

PostelInstitutional Activitiess thw;h there have been x\n
studies on the azes of the geinfully employed blind, there is rcma
to believe that the youngsr blind are not usually gainfully cmplml.

The fact that those who have left the State School far the Blind l\lm

Y Db v 188y Sa
_ , DPe 156, 158, i
9 ma‘:, Pe 160,
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1981 are still young probably aceounts for the relatively small mmber
employed at wum.’ Of these 'xuv;hg the institution prior to 19381,
2.2 per cent are working, while of those leaving sines thet date,
only 846 per cent are working, This percentage would be inereased to
22.4 per cent if those living st home and working were included and if
those whose sight has been restored and who are of low mentality were
not included in the totals The ages of the employed blind who have
left the institution appesr in Table XXIII, '

TABLE XXIIX

PRESEN? ACES OF PORMER STUDENES OF THE OREGON
THE BLIND NOW EMPLOYEDIC

STATE SCHOOL PR

Age  left 1928103 Left 1952-1038 Total
16-19 0 1 1
20-24 1 8 7
26-29 6 2 8
50-34 ¢ 0 &

Although this evidence is by no means conclusive, it does tend
to substantiate the superintendent in his view that students just leave
ing the school are too young to obtain employmente Considering the faet
that these blind are quite young, the figures compare quite favorably
for the national total of 26,8 per cent of the male and 7.8 per cent of
the female blind gainfully enployed, end the 30,9 per cent of the
total leaving the Blind Trades School who are gainfully mp&w«.m

Table XXIV shows the sctivities of the blind who have left the
Sehool for the Blind sinee the present superintendent took of fices

10, Information furnished by the superintendent,

11, Herry Best, o mup-n,

12, This includes those who are working and alse receiving
blind assistence,



PRESENT ACTIVITIES OF FORMER STUDENTS ,.
OF THE ORECON STATE SCHOOL FOR TFB BLINDY®

w ' Funber i
orking, total
Office work
Farm work
Salesmen

"’*’M : 2
Musie

DO b GRS

Not working
Illness
Transeribing
FPerm work
Housekeeping

Low mentality, totel 20
Living at home
Pairview
Hospital

Unknown

Sight restored

Left the state

Advenced education

Pension

Under doctor's care

Merried (female)

Returned to school, total
iscellansous reasons
Parent uncooperative
Special school ‘

Died ' 3

PP

0 2 00

The Orogon State Sehool for the Blind is definitely schieving
its goal of giving scadenic and charecter edueation %o those blind whe
eré cepable of benefitting from this type of training, The superintens

13, Information furnished by the superintendent of the Oregon
State School for the Blind,
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dent recognizes the fact that most of the blind will remain dependent,
but the school does all that it can to help and encourage the few who

seam to have the qualifications for success,

2, Present Status of the Oregon Blind Trades School

Zhe Comission for the Blind. S

Crestion of the Commiesion for the Blinds The msu Blind
Trades School is operating under legislation passed in 198?.1" This
legislation set up & new administrative body known as the "eomnission
- for the blind and the prevention of blindness" which has the duties

of "promoting,..the welfare of blind persons, persong with seriously ime
paired vision, end persons suffering from conditions which might lead
o blindness,” The five members of the Blind Commission, of whom one
nust be & blind person, are appointed by the Governor for & term of

four yearss They receive no compensation, This Blind Cormission has
the power of sppoinmting "all officers smnd agents as mey be necessery®
and of fixing their compensation, It is also ¢o compile and maintain &
complete register of the blind in the state, deseribing the condition,
cause of blindness, and cepseity for education and industrial treining
of eachs It is to maintain a buresu for the prevention of blindness,
which is to meke inguiries comcerning the ceuses of blindness, to learn
what piroportion are preventable, and to insugurste and cooperate in
preventive moasures, It may also arrange far the examination of the
eyes of individual blind or partially blind persons end may furnish

14, Oregon Laws, 1937, Chapter 258,
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medical and surgical treatmemt for thems Ons or more bureaus of
vocational aid, for the purpose of finding a’iﬂabh employment for the
blind end for the purpose of disposing of pen&wbt mamufactured in the
hame, are to be provided. : ‘

Iraining the Blinds In addition to estsblishing, oqum. end
maintaining schools and workshops, the Blind Comission may also pay
all the expemses of blind persons taking treining in eny field, whetber
such training is taken within or émiéa of the state. &uch training
is to be fumished "wherever in the Judgment of the omin#@..;(ﬁi
vtn contyribute to the efficiency or ntit*mpmt of such um pere
sonse" It may also aid individusle or groups of blind persons Ly fur-
nishing meterisls or machinery to them and by assisting in the sale and
distribution of their produets, but it is not suthorized to m, gu‘bl?

Money from the sale of producis made in the workshops e:runﬁr
the supervision of the Blind Camnission, and to which it has %ﬂg. is
to be placed in a separste fund to be used "for the suppert and meine
tenanee of said industries and the carrying om of the work of the come
mission," , , . |

Home Visits and Home Teashings A nonwmandstory provision is
made for the Blind Commission to emeliorate the condition of the blind
by promoting visits in thelr hames for tesching or soclal service.

The Blind Commission “shall® cooperate with the State Publie Welfare
Comuission in the administering of finaneial aid to the needy blind,

and ueke such investigations of applicants as the Welfare Commission maey
request, It nay receive money by gifts and bequests, but must include
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in its annval report to the Governor all momeys so received and ex~
pended. A detailed report to the Governor is to be made sb the first
of each year in which the Mghla;&m convenes, "showing all approp-
riations received and how the same have been expended, and covering
its activities and acomplishments for the preceding biemnium, and
making recommendstions therein.s." o »

The Reglster of the Blinds Although the Blind Commission has
been functioning for mearly two years, little has been done in the dire
setion of compiling a register for the blind, In the school census
of 193839 & speclal shest is enclosed on which to emmerate the blind,

with blindness being defined as the sbility o cownt fingers at o dise
tmo of ten feets Informstion to be given includes the neme, age,
m of birth, sex, address, whether or not being taught, and where
bedng tanghte Reports on this census were not yet available on Jane
uery 1, 1989, and even when the results ere made availsble much addite
fonal work will have %o be done before the informstion required by the
lew is gathereds BHach school distriet is ellowed fifteen cents, to be
paid by the Blind Commission, for each blind person reporteds Accords~
ing to the first biemnial report of the Blind Covmission, this will ine
clude meny more names than should be included in such a census, "but
the list will serve as a basis for eareful checking and insure resching
all the b1ind."*® The last ‘statement may be guestioned simee it io
known thet in one conmunity, where several blind reside, none were
reported in this ‘census, 17 &i‘m this oﬁma has been completed and

17, mmvim with the census teker and the :mﬂu-y o the
superintendent of schools,
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the results made available, a further check is to be made with the

records of the State Publie Welfare Comnission. Even after this work
is completed, much will remain to be done before the register may be
considered comple te either as to the mmber of blind ineluded or as to
the informetion required concerning them,. ‘

Buresu for the Prevention of Blindnesss The Blind Commission has
not created a bureau for the prevention of blindness, but some work in
this direetion is being carried on by the Blind Cormission and the Blind
Trades Schom 2'0 date, the enly work on prevention which the Blind
Commission hu dm is to print a 1umt, in cooperation with the
Commitbee on Conservation of Vision of the Oregon State Medical Soew
dety, which describes ten causes of blindness end gives some information

on the eare of the gyes. Written in simple language, the booklet is
to be distributed through the public sehools of the state. One meme
‘ber of the Blind Commission reparts a very incomplete “eoversge” from
this hohniqm.“ There is no record of any studies concerning the
causes of blindness being made by the Blind Commission,

Restoration of Visions The Blind ﬁomhn&m takes eredit for the
restoration of sight to t:tn blind pcrmm. ,m there is no reeord of
the Blind Comnission's having given finaneial aid in this connection,
and in Pebrusry, 1988 a letter was exchanged between two Blind Commission
members statings "I regret that .,.(the superintendent’s) enthusissm
led hin to the ides thet he was privileged, withous consulting the come
miseion, to seeure a surgeon and arrenge for an operation which was not
authorized by s, "20 The total estimated expenditures for the

%Amﬁaémun&g £ the Comnissiem £ Blind,
9. 1 e 0, ¢ Commission for the Blind
(1989), Chapter Y. Ay

20. Letter dated Pebruary 5, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade Btheol.




195738 biennium for "Medicel and suwrgical” was {112.38, prace
tically sll of which was spent for drugs, chemicals, and bandages.
Bighty dollers was to have been spent for an eye specialist., The re-
quest for the 1939-1940 biemnium was for §103,60 for medical and sure

21 Here ﬁ coneclusive

gical purposes, and mothing for eye specialistse
evidence thet the Blind Commission is mot spending much money on its
sight restoration program. The medical attention now being given the
blind is adninistered through the Blind Trade Schoole The work is done
by the University of Oregon Medical School and the Multnomeh County
Hospital, while the Public Welfare Commission occasiopally furnishes funds
for tramsportation and treatments Through this program over 250 blind
people have received medical ttuntiomu One Mponﬂont worker for
the blind end former member of the Advisory Board has staved that the
Blind Commission has assumed credit for the restorabion of the sight
of one man when in sctuslity it had very 1ittle to do with it since this
worker hed made all of the necessery u-rangménta at the request of the
superintendente

Plecement Works The "one or more bureaus of voeational aid"

which the Blind Comaission is required to mainiain are evidently lo=
cated in the hands of the superintendent of the Blind Trades Schools
Little has been done in the way of placing the blind in remumerative
occupations other than the efforts directed towards setting up stands
in federal office buildings. At present nine vending stends are being
operated in federal buildings in the state of Oregons These stands

21, Ninth Stabe Budget of Oregon for the 1988+1989 Biennium, ps 43
22, Tnterview with the superintendent of the Oregon Blind
Trade Schoole
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have been made possible through lomns to the blind operstor by dife
ferent groups in the state. ‘Five have been helped in this wey by Lions
elubs, one by a Kiwanis elub, one by & Rotery c¢lub, one by an organie-
zetion of Welsh citizens, and one through the efforts of the blinmd
person himself, !’m of these stands are located in Portland, and one
each in Marshfield, Salem, Astoria, Klemath Falls, and Nedford.

"rhe average weekly sales have spproximated $60 with & profit of 25 per
‘eent o the vendor,"24 ,

Six more favorable locations ars sveileble in the stabe, with
local men available for eachs Eugene, vhere the postmaster has given
the necessary epproval but which is being deleyed until completion of
the new bullding, Roseburg and The Dalles which heve been "needing
action" for six months but which heve not yet been established, Oregom
City which has not yet been epwroschsd and which may not be & sebise
factory location, and Beler where the postmsster has "stalled” but would
probably "eome around.” Whet night be considered umneesssary delays
in setiing up otands in favorable locations where all of the prelime

_inary arrengements have been mede is explained by the superintendent by
saying that .ﬁ:roqntrysﬁhrn or four days® work %o set up such e
stand, and he has not had the time available for such servicese>d

According to one of the members of the Blind Commission, there
is need for a greater diversification of trades for the blind, and of

umd&e:ﬂhﬂﬂaﬁmuﬁhmﬂﬂ&,‘mwm

40 Pires Blamisl nep “‘”‘?‘”ﬁ.‘”"“" Bima,
g aport of ¢ Mnsim for the
(1939), W
26, Interview with the superintendent,
83. mﬁmp
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December, 1938 meeting of the Blind Commission another member urged
the futurs employment of an investigator and placement agent to dige
cover occupations, contact the blind, determine the problens of cach,
and £ind suiteble employments’! No astion was baken, howevers

Virtually nothing has been done by the Blind Commission im the
line of wntﬁning with the nonenandetory provision for home beaching
and social service, nor has the State Relief Comittee called for
assistance from the Blind Commission, The State Relief Committee is
doing all thet is being done in the way of soeial serviee work, while
WePsAs readers and teachers are working along the lines of home teashe '
inge

Politices in the Blind Comissions One of the najor reasons
for the erestion of the Blind Conmission was to remove the work for the
buummum Of the seven persons who have served on this
comaission to date, only three might be considered merit appointments,
One of these is a former member of the Advisary Bowd who had done cone
siderable indepenient wark for end with the blind, One is an eye
special ist in the eity of Portland whose experiences should have given
hin some kmowledge of the problems faced by the blind, The third in
this group is a blind mem, The four remaining individuals who have
sorved on the Blind Comnission had had no previous experiences with the
problems with which they were to deals Ome of these is a Portland
politieian who is at present a county comissioner, one & preacher, cole
lege prosident, and former army officer, one a lewyer in Portland who

27, . Minubes of the comission, Dee, 10, 1938,



102
has admitted that he is @ politlesl eppointee,®® and ome & post-
nistress.

ons member of the Blind Commission is rether oritical of the
composition of the commission, and fecls that most of the trouble
lies in the large number of politiesl appointess to that body, Another
factor which is not conducive to satisfastory wark by the group is
that it 15 extrenely difficult to find capable men who can give the
necessery times®® A1l of the present members of the Blind Commission
are very busy people,

A letter written by another member of the Blind Commission to
ﬁn"mmigtendmt gives further evidence that the comnission has not
been entirely removed from politicse It reads, in part, "There was &
- niee little compliment in yesterday's Oregonian taken from the Gove
ernor's speechsssboth for yourself and for the commission, and of course,
it will not hurt me in my campaign program,*S0

The Commission Meetingsy The first meeting of the Blind Come
mission was hold at the school on Mareh 29, 1957. It was decided at
this time to hold meetings on the first Monday of each nontheS: Sinee
. its inauguration, the Blind Comnission hes been meeting every monthe
The minutes for all of the meetings were not available at the

29, Interview with a member of the Commission for the Blind,
30s Letter dated April 20, 1938 on file at Oregon Blind
Trade Schools el ' '
3ls IMinutes of the Commission for the Blind, Merch 29, 1937,
At the November, 1938 meeting it was decided to meet om the first Sate
urday of alternate months, beginning in Januery,
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institution even though a complete set is supposedly kept thers,
and the missing minutes were not availables At the time the mimutes
were read, the Blind Commission had been in charge of the instie
tution for twentywthree months, but there were minutes for only nine
meetings, Of these nine meetings, only three had been fully attended,
five were attended by four members, and one (a speeial mecting) was
attended only by the three members who at the time were residents of
| Portlend, One Blind Cormmiseion member missed three of the nine meetw
Angs, while three missed one eachs At one meeting there were only four
members of the Blind Commission present since one had resigned and his
successor had evidently not yet been appointed,

Only two chenges heve talen place in the membership of the Blind
Conmission, both due to resignetions. One member resigned becsuss he
had been elected county commissioner end because his physicien hed ade
vised 16, The other mamber who resigned hed been & member of the
Advisory Board, and while the resignetion had been turnsd in prior to
the ehange to the Blind Comnission, 1% had mob been accepted and the
individual had boen eppointed to the comnission, Acecording to a lets
ter witten by snother member of the Blind Commission, the resige
nation resulted beeause of a feeling that "there is too much complaint
and petty amnoyances conneeted with the schaol.“

SeLd: ualificationss At the first meeting of the Blind
Comnission, the resignation of Orville Gamble as superintendent was

R e S

$2, Minutes of the Commission for the Blind, Dees 10, 1988,
33, letter dated June 11, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade Schools
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accepted, and Mrs, Edne Kelley, bookkesper, was elected temporary
mpcrinmm.“ A total of nime applio&nf.n vere interviewed by the
Blind Commission for the position of superintendent, with Mr. Linden
MeCullough finally being "the unanimous selection for the position,">0
In apiu of this reported unanimity, however, one member of the Blind
Commission reported that two of the members wanted to weit and g0 oute
side of the state for the superintendent in order to obtain a better
intendent is not a business man, that he is "dumb", snd that he will
not be supervised, A member of the Advisory Board considers the pree
sent superintendent to be "by far the worst superintendent they've had
out there," Another member of the Blind Commission feels that the
superintendent, although sppointed under the Blind Commission, is a pﬁ-
itical appointees "Dven the hiring of a bookkeeper has in the past
invelved politics." He critieiszes the super intendemt for bringing out
friends to est dinner at the expense of the state, and asks, "Is this
to interest them in the school, or is it for politiecal reasons?” This
is "the biggest thing the superintendent has ever had,® and this com~
mission member questions his ability as an administrator. He feels
that the Blind Commission should get a good man and hold him responsible.

Purther evidence that the superintendent hes not been removed
from polities is found in a rather lengthy letter written by him to
& member of the Blind Commission presenting detailed evidence that he

84, Hinutes of the Comission for the Blind, March 29, 1937.
6. IMinutes of the Commission for the Blind, March 29, 1937
end April 12, 1987,
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has been & good Demoorat, and thet his whole fanily had voted the
Democratic ticket for a period of twenty-eight yo‘m'.“

Ihe Superintendent and the Blind Commissions Although the
minutes of the meetings of the Blind Comnission give only very mesgre
information coneerning the activities of the Blind Commission, some

evidence as to what is being done is available from this source. With

the minutes of the Blind Commission is filed one rather detailed report
of the superintenient, Among the twenty-four items listed here are re-
quests to purchase chicken feed on & yearly basis, to hold piemics on
. Saturday, to have outdoor broadeasts of ball gemes, to purchase cartain
printed materials from a blind printer in Portland, ete. Evidently the
new superintendent did not mow the extent to which hs, as superinten=
dent, had the suthority to meke certain minor decisions, or the Blind
Cormission m giving very ninute sipervision to the institution. One
iten of the supsrintendent's report st this time read “"report of undere
handed visits on pert of Orville Gamble md family", Bvidemtly us &
result of this report, the Blind Comnission passed a resolution "re-
@esting all volunteer workers at the blind school to register ina
visitor's book", The superintendent's report wes "approved as a mh.'”
Thers is some evidence availeble in the correspondence to show
that the Blind Commission does not entirely trust the superintendent,
In April and May of 1988 letters were exchamped between the maa
Commission and the Wuhingtm State Department of Soeial scowny. Evie
M&y the mpnrtmfmdanﬁ was going into the state of Washington for

u.’ Letter dated August s, 1938 on file et the Oregon Blind
el _ , ,
87, Minutes of the Blind Commission, Mey 3, 1927,
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the purpose of selling products in competition with the blind of that
state and in violation of previous mutual sgreements. In May, 1938
the chairmen of the Blind Commiseion wrote the Goyermors

I have been requested to ask you Af you will plesse
refuse all travel orders from the Oregon Blind Trades
Sehool unless they have been signed by the secretary of
the blind commission.

The enclosed copies of letters received from Washinge
ton will explain this request, These trips were teken
by the superintendent of the blind school without the knows.
ledge of the...commission. Ve ere endeavoring sto adjust
this matter and in order to avold future 4ifficulties
the commission would lilke to be @ble to cheek all travels
Ang, ospecislly out of the state, before you sign the
travel orders. ;

It would seen that the Blind Comnission, unless it dlatrusted the
superintendent, might have been sble to mels mmrm arran;anents
with hin without teiing this mebter to the Govermors

In the latter part of the same mombh, the budget direstor was
writtems | " e

The eommission for the blind was surprised to receive
copies of the correspondence between you and the superintens
dent of the Blind Trades School....in as much as nome of the
sdditional help or inereases in salary had beecn requested or
euthorized by the commission, In fact, we feel that these
changes are hot necessary et the present time, 59 ¢

In view of the fact that your letter...covered informas
tiom for the 19301940 bilennisl budget, we can see no reason.
why this program should be put into effect now, especially

~without the knovledge of the comaission for the blinde

It is felt that since the comlssion members are wille
ing %o give their time and energy in the interests of the
taxpayers in working out these problems, it hardly scems
fair that such action be taken without at least consulting
the comnisgion, 29

We trust you see our position in this matier,

In Pebruary of 1959 the superintendent received the following
letter from the Blind Comnissions

38, Letter dated May 2, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade School, '

59, Letter dated May 31, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade Schoole .
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Confirming my conversations with you and with Mr, Goudy
- this morning, this is to advise you thats :

le TUnder no cireumstances are you to correspond with
relief agents in the several counties without 4 ing
your letters tihrough Mr. Goudy's office, This is in sccorde
ance with our understanding with the State Relief Comnittees

+ 1 am very sorry your enthusiasm for the excellent

cause of federal pensions far the blind led you to meke
use of the stationery of the Blind Commission in asking
county rellef agents to cireulate pledge cards to raeise maney
for Mre liyers to mske his trip Eest, No publie sgency such
as ours, or the State Relief Committee, is permitted to nmalke
use of its offieial status to solicit funds for whatever
purpose, I feel sure that careful reflection on your peart
would have shown the ropriety of this regulation,
You will reecall the only action the Comittee took
respecting this matter was to authorize leave for lr, 8
at such tinme as his trip might be made possible, It wil
be necessary far the committee representing the blind of
this state to address themselves dirsctly to their compans
ions in misfortune, end I em sure thet M, Myers and the
comnittes in charge will know how to go about this without
subjecting either the Commission or the Relief Committee
to further embarrassment,40 ‘

Ten days later, another letter was written the superintendent
concerning & very similar matters

I have learned with regret that M, Myers has seen fit
to address himself to sherif’s of certain counties, asking
then to secure from the Relief Comnittee the names of
blind persons., Since these lists are confidential, Mr.
Goudy hes properly ruled thet they may not be released for
the purpose of collecting funmds,

I trust that Mr, Myers will find some other method of
contacting these blind individuals, sinee solicitation
through public officials is specifically forbidden, in
accordance with the ruling of our Board and the State
Relief Committee, Please call Mr, Myers® sttemtion o
this fact in order that the Comnission may not be further
enbarrassed,

One member of the Blind Comnission feels that the superintendent
m 4

40, letter dated February 10, 1939 on file at the Oregon
Blind Trade School, '

4ls Léetter dated February 20, 1939 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade Schoole
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should be placed in charge of the institubions In the December
meeting of the commission, an attempt was mede to define mere clearly
the policy of the Blind Conmission in regard to the school. It was
decided that the sehool should be mansged end conducted by & supere
intendent selected by and responsible to the Blind Commissionm, GSube
ordinate employees are to be chosen by the commission from those appli-
cants recommended by the superiniendent, and are to be rcmmibk to
the suw&mmt-“ =

Tio Dregon Flind rates Sehos)
sionss According %o mm,_simm_m_;m&
mission for Jhe Blind, "The accspbanee of persons coming inte the
institution hes been based upon the findings of menbers of the group
of ophthalmologists who pass upon eligibility for blind assistance,"sS
There are aboub seventyefive of these ophthelmologists, selected by
the Board of Directors of the State Medical Society, although in
actuality Dr. Fenton is asked to name theme A comuittee of three
ophthalmologists also passes upon the eligibility of the blind personss
Alghough such procedure, if properly carried out, should inmrc the
selection of only qualified blind _mcna. the present adninistration

is accused of filling the institution with sighted msmf‘ While sueh
accusations are largely unfounded, some of the immates, although indus-
trially blind, are sufficiently sighted to do gardening, manual labor,
and mechaical worke One "blind" men Wﬁm& at the Mimm_

42, Minutes of the Blind Comnission, December 10, 1938,

43, M Chapter IV,
44, ews with a farmer blind resident of the .tamtntim
and two members of the Advisory Board,
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had suffieient sight to read books and mageszines mnd said that he
eould see Mt, Hood from the school vhen the weather permitted. His
hobby was photography, and he insisted that his work et the institution
denanded considersble vision, He has been in the institubion for
about a year, aming there upon the reconmendation of a loecal relief
workers This person has badly crossed eyes, and it may be possible
that the work he does at ﬂu institution is of such a nature that a
normally sighted person would have to be employed im his place if he
were not there. ;

Institutional Recordss ot only the records of the Blind
Comnission but also the records of the institution are very meagre,
What the superintendent calls "ease studies™ contain from one to six

typewr itten lines conecerning each blind person, with thé majority of
"eases" being made up of two or three lines. At lesst mineteen who had
been at the institution or who were still there had not been included
in the report, and information concerning them was given by tho superine
tendent from memory, A few of these "omse studies" will shed considers
able light upon the type of records kept. They read:

Health fairly good, Has not needed cliniec attemtion,
Aging rapidlys Fine citizens
- Health goed, getting olde

Left 28, 1087, le patient at Co farm, Pail
sywtently o n&m;,ﬁ s ing

Entered Nove 6, 1937, Learning basket making rapidly,
Ready to go out on own,
O AR o S S AN

46, Although not included in the "eese study", the superintene
dent reported that this individual had since dieds
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‘Entered August 2, urz‘ecm 18, 1937, A real
flop. let -n of us dowm. ,

MW&M%M in schools Young man just past
tlﬁﬁ: 8 very good physique, could do any type of work
except for vision handicsp, married, now doing work for
fathereinelaw,

Hes been in the institution & mmber of years., Very
temperamental, At times have been (sie) a trouble makey
despite the fact that he is en expert basket maker, good
chair caner and good broom malker, at the present time behaving
hinmself wll and working without complaint,

From interviews with the superintendent end by eonsulting the
t.pplhatlga blanks, some additional information was obtained concerning
all of the residents.

Ages of Residentssy The ages of fifty~three of the fifty-four
full time residents were available. These are shown in Table XXV,

TABLE XXV
AGES OF RESIDENTS AT THE ORRGON BLIND TRADE SCHOOL
Age Tamber

7579 | '
7074 4
65=69 5
60=64 9
65-59 8
5054 2
45-49 4
40-24 5
35«39 5
30.34 2
25«29 2
2024 1

Total 53

From this table it is apperent that many of the blind at the

46, Although not mtun. the supsrintendent thought this
individual was in jail in Portland,
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institution are rather olds nearly twenty per cent are over seventy,
while approximetely fifty per cent are over um.,f"

Length of Time Residents Have Beem in the Institution: The
length of time which these ;ﬁoph have bﬁn in the institution is also
of considerable interest. Information concerning the time which the

individuals entered the institution was obtained from the spplications
for admission, when this information was imxmql,ry or from the mpe_h«’
ten@emt, Tuble XXVI covers fifty-four nsidﬁtﬂ.

TABLE XXVI

YEIR PROSEN RoSIDENDS ADMITTED 7O THE OREGON BLIND TRADE SCHOOL

© 0 08 g 0008 b

&

. - i stpirem.

Twenty of the fiftye~four have been in the institution for over
five years, and eleven of these have been there over ten yearss The
fact thattwenty of these were admitted to the institution in 1981, even
though more of those entering et an earlier date, is sufficient evie
dence that this was an exceedingly heavy year for adnissions. It would
soem thet the now superintendent procseded to £111 the institution

47, According to The w in the State of Oregon, the 19852 sure
vey of the Advisory Board, 25.B per cent of the ¥ .state as a
whole are over sixty,



which his predecessor had left with comperatbively few residents,
The total mumber edmitted during 1937 and 1938, including those
who have since left the institution is given in Table XXVII,
) TABLE XXVII
HISTORY OF THOSE ENTERING THE OREGON BLIND TRADE SCHOOL
DURING 1937 AND 1938
Age Dismissed  Still in Institution Total

765479
0-74

2024
1519

Total
Yot aveilable

~ Of this group of fortyenine, thirteen or slightly over 25 per
cent, are over sixty years of age. Of these thirteen older blind ad-
ni.md duﬂng these two years, only two have been dismissed, One of
these is warking outside but living in the institwbion; the other is
receiving blind sssisteamee, Table XIVII shows eclearly that only the
younger blind are leaving the institubion,

~ These studies of the ages of the r;siduatu end of the length of
time which they have spent in the institution definitely point to the
conclusion that the institution is serving not as a "school™ but as a
refuge for the aged blind, '
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PosteInstitutional Aetivitiess Table XXVIII shows what those
who have left the institution during the past two years are now doing.
TABLE XXVIII

PRESENT VOCATIONS OF THOSE LEAVING THE OREGON BLIND TRAIDE SCHOOL
DURING 1937 AND 1938

On blind assistence, total : 15
On blind asslbence and working, totel B
House to house salesmen
Meling baskets
Selling papers
Working at school (living out.)

ﬂght restored
Married
Students (reader's fund)

el 2O

Living in the institution, working outside
Working in the institution, living outside
Mattress maker

Janitor

Living with relatives

Making baskets

In veterans' hospital j

Service pension, making baskets, rugs

Total

a'ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂwﬂw R R Y

Of those who have left the institution during the past two years,

© thirty-six ere still living and still blind, Twenty-three, or spproxe
imately twowthirds, of these are receiving some form of govermment assise
tance, Sixteen, or not quite half, of the group are working, but only
eight may be considered selfesufficient, Of these eight, six may be
considered as working in occupations for which treining is offered in
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This Mimmﬂumm have hﬂﬂn institute
ion is probably not too accurate, since stm g&mbythnmpm
tendent from memorys No records are kept of the activities of those
who leave the institublon, since the suporintendent feels that the
institublon siould not meddle iIn thelr affairse

In epite of the faets presentsd above, the superintendent, under
date of September 6, 1938 wrote a letter mmg. "The real. function
of the Trades School is being ndi%-—t place o! trainingeethen out
into gainful aceuynﬁm" “ One member of the commission w‘ MM
that the institubion is not an old people’s home, although it often
has to care for the buniwhu have been there for a long time IMW
are no longer able to wku

Activities in the Institubions In December ther were nmu
eight persons in the institution, of whom seven were womens Table XXIX
shows the occupations of these residentse

TABLE XXIX

' WMIO!SWRESWWWQMWMSW

Occupation m Female Total
Broom shops 25 0 26
Chalr eaning 9 6 14
T 1
Piano 1 0 1
Gardeners 2 o g
1 o 1
Mamal labor 2 0 2
Basket 2 0 2
Not wkﬁu aged) 8 0 8
Wai : 0 1 1
Totals 51 7 58

'48; letter dated Sepbember 6, 1938 on file at the Blind Trade
Schoole



7 116

ALl vho were working were being paids Of those working im :
the broom shops, eleven were averaging from $11.00 to §24.00 per months
eleven more were averaging epproximately §11.00 per monthj two were
naking $13.503 one was making $40,00§ and two were making $12,50 per
month, Onme chair caner was meking about tgs.aa per month, while the
other thirteen were eking out §9,00, Rug weavers earned about a dollar
& day when they worked, vhich was only sbout five days & months The
plano tuner wes meking §256,00 a month; the mechanie, $21.,003 the two
gerdeners, §13,60 eachy and the two menusl leborers, $12.00 each,

. The two basket makers aversged $12,00 per nonth, and the weitressws
paid §25,0087 Although the salaries are not high, this would seem to
indicate that the institution is serving largely as a workshop.

Seme additional income is provided from the sales of goods at
exhibite, During the biennium ending Jamuary 1, 1939 sbout twenty
individuals perticipated in eight exhibits, averaging about three
dollars apiece in profit from each thﬂﬂ.'hum

During the year, ten new mattresses were mede and eightesn were
renovated.5® These mattresses are of satisfectory qality ane price
to sell %o the state purchasing tgm.“ vhich, according to the law,
means that they must be purchased from the blind lehnoio” However,

49, Interview with the superintendent of the Oregon Blind
i SMI. of the Commission for the (1939)
Pirst Biennial Report of on for the Blind,
Chapter n. m the superintendente
i Sl, Pirst Blemis) Report of the Comnission for the Blind, (1939),
er ®
62, Minutes of the Blind Commission, Jemuery 7, 1939,

63, QOregon Laws, 1937, 258, Section 7,
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at the present time, no inmates of the institution are engaged in
mattress maling.

Reactions of Residents to the Institutions The residents of
the institution seen to be well satisfieds Their room and boerd is
furniched them at state expemse, and the smount they earn in the shops
is sufficient to supply them with the other needs of life. Their time
is fairly well taken up with their work, their radios, and in visite
ing, One young man who has been blind for only & year feels that the
"school" is a blind man's peradise, and states that he had more fum in
the two weeks in which he had been at the "school" than in the whole
your of his blindnesse

for thc;r entertalmment,

Oceasional dances and programs ere arranged

An elected grievance comnittee represents the blind in submite
ting requests to the Blind Commission and to the superintendenmt,>>
Members of this committee who were interviewed reported that grievances
were very rare, and them only of & minor nature. One example of the
type of grievance coming to the committee was a request that a cloek
station for the nightwatclman be installed in one of the halls in the
men's living quarters. There are occasional complaints concerning cer-
tain dishes that are served at the meals, but there are no serious come
plaints eoncerning the food, '
The blind living outside of the institution are no*is too favore

ably impressed., According to one blind man who is not in the institutionm,

84.‘, gnt Biennial of
Report the Conmission for the Blind,
(1039), cmpta‘-"v:n.
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the blind are dissatisfied with the food and the weges paid thems
He was of ‘the opinion that the blind wuld not talk, amd could not be
made to talk, concerning their grievences besause they are. dependent
upon the institution for their sustenasnce and they feel that they would
be in danger of losing this security if it were known that they hed made
complaints, This applies also to those blind who are outside the instie
tution end who are receiving blind relief or some other form of governe
mental assistance, since they feel that their position is dependent
upon politics,

One member of the Blind Commission reports that the blind in the
institution are particularly apprecistive of the things done for them,
but that occasionally one is found who feels that the world owes him a
living, Thess, however, are weeded out of the institution,

There is considerable evidenee in support of the view that,
under the present administration, the mumber of complaints has fallen
off considerablys, The ;upemnmnt quotes Seeretary of State Snell
a8 having said, "We no longer have these lotters of complainte Believe
me we had it plenty," The Seoretary of State, under date of My 1, 1937
wrote the superintendent: "I am very much imprecsed with the menner in
which you are teking hold of the activities of this important work,"5®
It is also reported that both governors (Martin and Sprague) were satise
f1ed with the work being done5"

Not all of those connected with the institutien, however, sre o
woll pleaseds A former Blind Commission member states thet the individual .

66+ Letter dated May 1, 1937 on file st the Oregon Elind
Trade Schools :
57. Minutes of the Conmission for the Blind, Januery 7, 1939,
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blind, especially the indigents, are not satisfied at present.
In October, 1938, a formsr immate wrote to the chairman of
the Blind Commissions

(The superintendent)...has left me no other alternative
but to lodge a complaint with the commission about his conduct.

He ignores my letters end orders for materials,
therefore I am forced to teke the matter up with you, I
had an insight into his spiteful disposition while in ate
tendance at the School in the summer of 1937, although he
and I never had eny words while there,

I went to the school to learn a trade that I could
work at at homes.eseI was told while there that it would be
impossible for me to make smything at home, end when I
asked why?, the answer was that you will not be allowed to
make anything. However, I had to find out for myself, and
there is no longer any doubt about it,

I went ahead end learned to meske service baskets...
4%t the time I roturned home, we were temporarily out of
material, but expscted a shimment with in a few days, The
day before I came home I went to the office and left n
order for material with the bodkkeeper(s.e(the superintendent)
being away), The bookkeeper wrote down the size and quune
tity wanted and promised to ship it to me as soom as the
material arrived, I came home end waited a month without
hearing a word from it. Then I wote a friend and asked
if they had received the material or not,

He said "yes, a long time ago®, I supposed you had
yours and was working right along,®

I wote several letters to (the superintendent),..
Finally he wrote and seid if I would tell him the kind
and quantity I wanted he would ship it to me subjeet to the
terms applied to the rest of the out side blind whiteh
was C,0,D¢ I complied vith his request but in all it was
three months.sebefore I received the material...s.

About the same time I received a letter fro
saying I would be limited to 40 baskets a month,”° And
the next was 2 raises in the price of material in 2 months,
Then the next was two separate cuts in the price of base
ketss And from the beginning, although I was required
to pay cash, I had to wait and wait on my money., I come
plained about it several times and each time was obliged
to wait several days longer until it was 6 weeks or more
before I received my money, prompiness does not seen to
be one of his virtues,

68, This is in sales to the schoole
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I have ot least one communiestion that was posimerked
several days after it was deteds I never received bills
of lading less than from 2 to § weeks after I received
the material. Invoices on baskets that should have been
dated befare the middle of the month was dated the last
day of month and received about the 20th. of the
next month when I got my check, There was one bill of
lading that I never did gets Now I have all commumnie
cations, invoices, bills of lading, end freight bills,
which will speak for thenselves....Before I received the
money for the last quote of baskets, I got a local order
for three dozen baskets. I sent in for meterial,..and
waited 20 days end never heard o word about it, and,..wes
forced to cancel the order as people are not going %o
wait indefinitely for their basketse

The latter part of st 1928 I got enother local
'mtw'qﬁlﬂ sent an order 'iuﬂ(m tngnﬂmmlcm) for
material enclosing P.0, money order to cover cost of
material deted Sept. 3d. He never has adkn
receipt of the order, On Ost, 1, I wrote him to cancel
the order and return my money to me by return mail,
he l?l ignored it complitlysseselow,ese{the superintens
dent) thinks he stands four aees high with the come
missions I know another man that told..e.{the superine
tendent) that he did not think he treated him right.

He ssid he didn't ecare what he thought sbout it, He
told him he guessed he wuld have to teke it up with
the Commissions © eee(the superintendent) says. "all
right, they meet again on such and such a daye...In
my opinion, judging from experienees that I have had
there should be a shake up in that of fice that would
rock it to the foundebions with a thorough elean upe
I have tried to get along in peace, but when it comes
to belng treated as a worms...that is going a little
too far, I am completely fed up.

- I trust that you will see that I at least get that
$9440 baeck et once. I could tell you more.ess

%o straighten that offiee out once and for «ll for the
good of all concerned, 1 camnot believe that the
commission would knowingly senetion m‘gb conduet as
sse(the superintendent) has employed,

Letters on file at the school show that this correspondent has
not exaggerated his complaints concerning the length of time the

59, Letter deted Oot. 12, 1938 on file at Oregon Blind
Trade Schoole
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superintendent requires in emswering his correspondence, A perusal
of the letters on file at the QGregon Blind Trade School shows that the
superintendent has, on ot least some occasions, been slow in responding
to the letters of customers. Concerning the criticisms presented in
this lebtter, the superintendent wrote that the individual had made fre-
quent complaints sbout the meals end the conditions in general, and
that he was dlfficult to hanile in the shop beceuse he found it diffieult
to learn, Delays in the shipment of orders were atiributed to the fact
that these orders had to be approved in Salem, and to the war conditions
in the Orient making it difficult to obtain materisls, Delays in sende
ing the money were the result of technical disbursement problems and
, the fact thet the maberials ordered were expested to mlmuw
~ In response to the above letter, the chairman of the commission
. wrote, in parts
As president of the board I am not justifying...(the supere
intendent's) action nor upholding him in any business matters
that have not been strietly according to the best interest
of any blind person in Oregon, tut of course, we can not
expect hin to do the impossible and youwrs is the first resl
complaint that has come to my attention, since he has been
superintendent everything seecms to be in so much better cone
dition and so much more hamiomious than previously that we
_felt he was doing a very good jobe ,
I have asked mmny of the blind et the school snd they
all seen pleased and happyee.vel am aua I would imow it if
there was any general dissatisfaction.
The letter also told of the eriticisms the superintendent had made of
the blind correspondent, who wrobe againg
In regerd to : complaint about the food will say that
that is substantially untrues Some of the boys did complain

and I sald that the quality was alright, but sometimes
the quantity was small as we were allowed one helping of

60, Letter dated October 14, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade Schoolse

6le Letter dated October 15, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade School,
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some things and only one glass of nilk at a mealeess
I did not complain 0,4+ (the super intendent), we simply
Joked about it between ourselves.

In regard to the inmates there likings..(the superine
tendent) will say that I being mmong them there heard
complaints, some of them I belicve were more or less image
inary, while others, perhaps had a cauge %o complain, I
spoke to one of the members of the grievance committee
in regard to a certain condition and he agreed with me.

- 1 asked him why the committes did not take it wp with
the cormission, He said, "You wish to enter that as a
complaint end let us use yowr neme?™ 1 told him it wasn't
2 complaint but a condition that should be remedied. I
told him it was more 6 their interest than mine as I ine
tended to go home soon, It was never brought up., You
see those thet ere figuring on steying there permanently
are afraid to make unjust complaints in fesr of jepord-
izing their chance of & home, I think you know what I
meene

The school is a 1 place, and I am sure that all
of the blind are truly grateful to those who make such a
place possible. Now of course as in all institutions

- there are conditions which eould be improved upon, .but of

course it is impossable to please evervone no mattey how
hard one may try, but there certainiy sheuld not be room
for favoritism or spite work in a place of thet kind,

This letter is not in the form of a complaint, but
simply & statement to show that there are things that goes
on which the commission does not know and probably never
will k'rmr&u it is only the intolersble that ever comes
to light, %% ‘

Here is additional evidence that the blind ere umwilling te
talk comcerning their grievences, When such a situation exists,
it would seem that the Blind Comnission should meke every effort to bew
come easily accessible to complainants, However, a regulation was
passed at the July 1938 meeting requiring that criticlisms must be
witten and signed for careful omiderwim-“

The eriticimm of the food is probably not justified, for, while

62, Letter dated October 17, 1938 on file at the Oregon Blind
Trade Schoole : :
63, Minutes of the Commission for the Blind, July 16, 1938,
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it is neither faney nor expemsive, it is of satisfactory quality and
sufficient quantity, One member of the Blind Commission feels that
eating conditions could be improved, but his objections are not dire
ected towards the food itself but to the manner in whiech it is served.

‘Academic' Trainings During the past year the school received
Ql.m.oo in eredit for books from the Printing House for the Blind,
Since shelf space for Mraille books at both the Blind Trads School mnd

the Portlend Public Library has been exhausted, new books are now being
placed in the hands of the State Library for state wide distribdution,5¢
All books added to the library are msa@mhy an employee of the
Portland Library A:géu&ation who has charge of the work fw the blind,
the State Librarian, the librarian at the Blind Trade School, and the
three l!.!.A.tmm: who are teaching the blind in Pwthml. umm;
to ﬂn mpormmm. fioction aml books of a religious nature comprise
about ninety per cent of the braille library at the schools

* There are now 192 talking book machines available in Oregon.
These mahimm are lmcd out through the Trade School, which also has
charge cf tho ropdu in Oregon, while the records ere handled through
the Portland Librery Association, It is felt that "The whole program
of Id;xlt edueat ion for the blind has been spseded up through the Talke
ing Dook",5% bocause it brinzs to the blind the type of material with
which tm should be familiarized snd because it ereates an interest in

reading, : :
In March, 1939, there were 86 W.P,A, readers for the blind in

64, st Biennial Re of Commission for the
(1959), Chagtor s ook Repart of Sie nisa,
65, 1 ‘.. M‘tu’ vi.
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Portland, ZHach of the 150 blind being contacted in this way received

twelve hours per week reading, Of these 150, between thirty-five and
forty were at the schools In the opinion of the adninistretor of the
WePohs reader's project in Portland, the blind ere interested in light
literature, with the quality being somewhat higher et the Oregon Blind
Trade Schools Seven of the Multnomsh sounty readers are reading at the
Oregon Blind Trade Schools One of these readers states thd they are

not particularly well 1liked there, sinece they are peid more than some of

the employeses at the institution, This reader reported the most pope
ular book at the school %o be a pseudo~enthropological work, The Lost
Continent of Ma by James Church Ward,

‘The blind people themselves, both within and outside the instie
tution, do not particulsrly approve of the reader's program, Two main
eritieisms are (1) that the readers are not qualified to read, and (2)
that the readers are changed too often, meking necessary a continual

process of adjustment between the blind person and the resder, A former

member of the Blind Commission reports that the blind feel that if
they do not allow these readers to come they would be stopping pro-
gress and contributing to unemployment,

' In addition to the readers in Multnomsh county, there is one
reader in Lane county and one in Marion county,

In Portland there are three W.P,A., teachers engeged in teaching

braille, English, typing, history, eitizenship, German braille, msic,
current events, home meking, snd play production to the bnnd.“ The

! t Biennial Report of the Commissi for the B
(1889 ;.‘&%ma%?&&-ﬁmm{%mm%

teaching programe

.
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two of these teachers vwho have their headquarters at the school do
not feel that they are too weleome there, although the first biemnial
report of the commission strongly urged that the project be continued,
if necessary at state oxgnm“

Publieitys Mrs Jo F. lyers has taken over the work of cone
teots and publicity, traveling sbout the state speaking before Lions'
Clubs and other groupss Such publieity work, sscording to the bitmld
~ report, has resulted in support from the organizations aanmwl.
However, this support, except in the loaning of momey for stends and
the possible oreation of a slightly better market for sume of the proe
duets of the"sechool)y is of a rather intangible nature, Undoubtedly
the "School, while it might not have been as well known in the state,

_ would have been accomplishing more if the time and momey spemt in pube
lieity had been spent in comtecting the blind of the state and in
studying the occupations availeble to theme

Summery: Few of the blind at the Blind Trade School are culture
elly rehabilitated to the extent that they are eble to go out inte
soclety as normal or near-normel individuals. They do not learn to do
things for themselves in such & way that thelr blindness becames incone
spiouous, lost of them depend upon their white cames to find thelr
way sbout, which to the better sdjusted blind seems to be a definite
indication of their lack of edjustments The Blind Trade Sehool is
equipped with inclines instead of sbtairs, the reason given being that

67 Ops eits, Chapter VII,
8. Tps cit,, Chapter Xs
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it nakes it mare casy for them to go from one floor to snother, Ale
though this is undoubtedly true, the use of stairways in the instie
tution would better train them to adjust to normal society, since they
will not be supplied with inclines if they go out into soeiety for theme
selves, The blind et this institution learn to be blind in an instie
tution, but they do not learn % be blind in a sesing society where
they are required to do more for themselvese This virtually means that
the blind person, vho has had to make one adjustment in lesrning to be
blind in the institution, is required to mele another and a more awx.‘
cult adjustment after leaving the imtim.’tqg in learning to be blind in
& geeing soclety,

The techmological rehabilitation given is along the lines of the
traditional and alreedy overcrowded occupations of the blind, There is
little opportunity for a blind man to make e living in Oregon today in
the fields of broom meking, chair caning, or rug weaving since the dee
mand for these goods has fallen off econsiderably end since there are
already perhaps too many blind engeged in these fields of endeavors
Some of them do learn to work in these occupations sufficiently well to
be oble to esrn some money in such sheltered employment as is offered
et the Trade School, but few of them lsernm these ocoupstions sufficiently
well to become solfesufficient outside of the institution, As appears
80 clearly in the foregoing pages, most of the blind in the imstitution
plan to remain there, which is evidence in itself that it has failed
to rehabilitate then to the oxtent that they ere willing and sble to go
outside, This situation is not entirely the fault of the institution,
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for few of the blind in the United States todsy are able to make this
edjustment, It does slow, however, that it is failing to accomplish
the goal which it has set for itself, Only the blind of superiar, or
st the very least average, qualificotions may be expected &o become
independent, There is no evidence thet the Trede School is at the
present time mesking any effort to select its pesidents on the basis of
their probable sbility to make this adjustment, Most of them fall
short on one of the most important prerequisites, namely ambitiom, for
they are content to remain in the institution,

8, Private, Non-Institutional Aetivities

There are no private institutions in the state of Oregon doing
work for the blinds There are, however, @ very few organizebions vhich
are dolng some work with the blind in this state, |

One such organization is the Jewish Women's Club of Portland,
which at one time hed & lerge fund which was used in making loans for
medical cere for the blind, for helping them become established in buse
iness, and for occasional other purposes. At the present time, this
fund has been completely exhausted, and information conserning the exact
nature of the assistemee given by this group is not available,

~ The Lions' Clubs of the state have also dome some work for the
blind, Most of their sctivitles have been directed towards helping
blind or partially sighted children, and a great many peirs of glasses
are bought each year for needy sehool children by this orgenization, The
Lions® Clubs are also responsible for the lendseaping of the grounds
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at the Oregon State School for the Blind eround the new boys' dormi-
torye. As shown elsevhere, they have also made lomms for the purposes
of helping establish blind pecple in business. While the work whiech
they ere doing is very good, their progrem is quite restricted and may
herdly be considered es being of any great benefit to the blind of the
_ state as a vhole,

There are a few other organizations of a loeal nature doing some
work for the blind, but these are so few and their astivities so limited
that their influence is negligible,



CHAPTER V

POST-INSTITUTIONAL ADJUSTMENTS OF THE BLIND

- le Blind Assistence

Blind assistance has been given to the blind of the stabe of
Qregon in accordance with legislabion passed in 1935 end smended in
1987, According to this lew, a person is considered to be blind '
who hes a vision in the better eye of 20/200 or less or & disqualifying
visual field defect as determined upon examination by a licensed :
ophthalmologist designated by the State Publie Wolttn: Commissione
Assistence shall be given to any needy blind person who is sixteen ' ;
years of age or over, who is not en iymate of & publie Mtin@
is not in need of continuing institutionsl esre, and who shall not sole
leit alms while receiving assistamce, To be eligible, the blind person
must also have either lost his eyesight while a resident of the state w
have resided in the state for five of the nine years immediately pﬁo
ceding application, the last year of which mt be continmuous ncim.
Such assistance is not to exeeed thirty dollars s month, although ade
ditional amounts may be granted to the recipient who is in need of
medical or surgical treatment either to prevent blindness or to re=
store sight whether or not he is blind according to the definition of
blindness given in the act, However, the law states that the individual
receiving such funds must be otherwiee eligible to receive blind
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assistance, loney used for medieal purposes may also be used for nec=
essary transportetion and other cxpcmml

The law is quite confusing in regard to monmeys %o be expended
for medical purposes, sinee in one plase it definitely states that “sueh
assistancs shall in no event exseed thirty dollars.s..s month®,” while

it also provides for "additional sssistance” for treatment to prevent

blindness or restore visiom.® The 1939 Leglsloture revised this law,

making it much less smbiguous. Concerning these changes, end the
practices prior to the changes, the state administrator has writtems

veseSection 3, House Bill lNos 421, seanends Section
4 of chapter 60, Oregon Laws, Speecial Session 1935, The
anendunents to this section make the following changes:

1, Cheanges the word "relief" to "assistance"

2+ Strikes out the word “temporary™ with relation
to medical or surgieal assistance, which would pemmit
the State Publie Welfare Camission to provide medical
or surgiecal assistance, whereas the present leaw provides
enly for teaprary (sic) mum or surgical assistance,

esseditbention was eal led to objJection uhinh wes
raised to the last paragreph in Section 2, which amends
Section 3 of Chapter 60, Oregon lLaws, Special Sessien
1936, You will note that this provision of the law is
snonded to provide that medical, swgicel and hospital
care may be provided in excess of the thirty dellars a
month, but in any case only to the extent that funds
are availebles

Under the Social Seeurity Act, assisteance fyrom
Federal funds can be provided only in the form of cash
grant to the individual blind person, It is not pose
sible to use Federal fumds to pay doctors' costs dire
ectly to the physicians rendering the service, or te
nurses or to hospitals for services rendered to blind
persons, Under the present Blind Assistance lew it has
been the prutiu. where medical and a\rgiul services

1. O ﬂm Session, 19551‘ ﬁh&pﬁn‘ Gﬂ, Sections le«16.
2. T Sestiar:
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are t0 be provided in excess of the ecash grant, to

charge this to the general relief fund, necessitating the

ovening of two cases, with necessary higher costBessetnd

obher complicetions, This section of the law is changed

in order to permit a simple method of providing medical,

surgical and hospital care withix the funds availsble

direetly from the funds eppropriated by the counties and

the State for Blind Assistance purposes end in order to

avoid the neeessity of opening a separate duplieate relief

mc‘&.n.‘

The 1935 law provided thet any person refusing medical or sure
gieal treatment would be refused blind unistmn.g while the 1989 law
provides thet vhether or not such assistence will continue will be left
%o the discretion of the County Publie Vielfare Department in accordance
with the rules and regulations of the State Publiec Welfare ﬂmiuim.‘
This chenge was probsbly advisable, sinee it is conceivable that
ocoasions may erise whereby the blind individusl being offered such
mediesl treatment is justified in refusing it. One case is known where
a blind man underwent an operation in onme eye which resulted not in
improvement but in his total loss of vision in that eye. Because of
this experience, he is umwilling %o underge a sinilor operation in the
other oyes i

Upen the reeeipt of an application for assistance, the County
Publie Welfare Department is to "eause an investigation to be made" to
ascertein the eligibility of the applieant before it grants the requeste

This body also ascertains the smount of assistance to be given im

4, Copy of a letter dated March 8, 1939 on file with the
chairman of the Comaission for the Blind, '

Be o Laws, ial Session, 1985, Chapter 60, Seetion 185,
6s __mgm. p.%mt ; Section 18 *



each nu.? Before an application is epproved, the applicant is exe
amined sy an ophthalmologist to determine whether or not he is eligi-
ble from the standpoint of visual handicap, Eligibility on the basis

of need is Wmﬁmﬁ by & case worker and must be approved by the
County Public Welfare Depearitment, The anount of money to be given the
blind person under the ack is deternined by first aseertaining the minde
mum need of the family, According %o an officer of the State Publie
Welfare Comaission, the amount the blind person can draw is determined
by the case worker and is equal to the minimum need less income from
Mr sources, such as work,

Provision is made that the applieants for blind assistance may
appeal from the decision of the County Welfare Gmllon to the State
Welfare em!.ﬁion, that changes in the amount of usm nay be
mede in accordance with changing cireumstances of the recipient, that
recipients may move to another county and even to other states without
losing their assistance when such moves have the approval of ﬂm County
or State Public Welfare depertments, respectively, and thab the county
will have & elaim upon the property of any blind person receiving or
having recelved assistance upon the death of such noipim.s

Proper functioning of these mum should el iminate all
unqualified persons from receiving assistance, end should parnu the
blind to move about the state without danger of losing their assistence.
It should be mud, however, thet the financial gqualifications for

b 1938, Chapter 60, Sections 910, as amended by
m“ﬁ 7 Taws, 108, i
%uc—"im”m 603 Oregon Laws, 1939, Chapter

456,
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blind assistence differ but little from the financial qualifications
for general assistance, for the presence of need must be demonstrated
in either case, The only real advantege to the blind person is that
grants under blind assistance everage somewhat higher than grants
under general as:istance,

Prior to the enasctmert of the law providing for blind assist-
mnce, meny of the blind were reeeiving other forms of public assiste
ence, but there is only one source availsble which indicates the mume
ber of such blind personse In August, 1935, the State Relief Comnittee
made a survey desling with this problem.

A report of the survey showss 75 blind persons ree

ceiving an average of $15.94 from ecounty fundsy 50 blind

persons receiving an average of $16,21 from county une

employmenterelief funds; 172 blind persons receiving no

ald who are in need of publie assistence to meintain a

reasonsble standard of living,?

It is no doubt true that some blind were receiving assistance
from pthclx{ww«-, but there are no records available which give infore
mation concerning the extent of such help.

The poliey of the Welfare Conmission has beem to grant blind
assistance and later provide opsrations if there is a possibility of
restoring vision, Deecisions as to whether or not such operstions are
%o be performed are made by three ophthalmologists accepted by the
State Public Welfare Commission on the basis of the report of the examine
ing ophthalmologist, Medicsl treatment hes been given by the counties,
largely from public assistance funds,

m’ Vole IVii, p.alzz. ” MM”“M
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A1d o the blind in the form of blind assistance was first

given in Oregon in May 1936, when thirteen were included in the pro=
gram, By July, 1937, the number wms inecreased to 411, and since
that date hes remained fairly constant at slightly over 400. Graph II,
appesring on page 134, shows the inercass in the mumber of blind ree-
ceiving assistance during biu early period of the prograne

Thres reportes of the Relief Committee for 1938, swmuarized in
Teble XXX show that there has been little change in the number of blind
receiving blind essistance or in the cost of the program,

TABLE XXX

NUMBER OF OREGON BLIND RECEIVING BLIND ASSISTANCE
WITH AMOUNTS EXPENDED

Date Tanber Amount Aversge Per Cepita
January, 1958 421 $10,546400 $25.,08

April, 1938 435 11,028,00 25,36
August, 1938 436 11,071.00 25.39
gm. 1938 7 4368 _ * ®

The fact that the mumber of mw receiving u;iwm has not
been inereasing materially is interpreted as indicating that all of the
needy blind in the state are being reached by the wmm,m although
the increase in txhn costs of the entire blind uamumu progrem from an
estimated $250,821 for the 19371938 biemnium to am,us for the

ﬂgm-u not yet mﬂa&m '
10, Interview, Leme County administrator,
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12 4 in pert explained by "the reason that the

1939 «1940 biennium,
progrenm was Jjust getting well under way at the beginning of the 1987
1938 biemnium", which would indicate that probably more people will be
given blind assistance in the future. The transfer of the 'cut of
medical treatment for the blind from general assistance o blind ase
sistance will also raise the cost of the blind assistance yrosrn.“

Because the law provides that the records of the Public Wele
fere Commission coneerning blind individuals are to be considered cone
fidential, acceas fo these records was not permitteds However, the
State Public Velfere Commission furnished the following tables which
cover the 110 blind persons accepted for blind assistance during the
fiscal yesr from July 1, 1957 %o June 30, 1938, :

Table XXXI, on page 136, shows the living arrengements of these
recipients of blind assistance,

This indicates that relatively few of the blind covered by this
study are living with their spouse, while, in comparison with the total
population, a rather large number are either living alone or living
with relatives other than their spouse.

12, Ninth State st Srogon for the 19%9-1940 Blenniw,
p. 182 £7, The coste ol prap-m ere distribubted as oS

Grants Adninistrative Costs
BEstimated Governor's Estimated Governor's
1987«38 Recommendation . 1937.38 Recommendation
, 19391940, : 1989=1040,
State $61,862  $100,940 $3,008 $8,047
Counties 61,862 100,940 3,093 5,047
Federal 128,725 201,880 6,188 10,094

It should be noted that efter the budget was published a lew
was passed changing the relative contributions of the state and countles,
- 13e letter deted July 5, 1989 from the state administretor,
Public Welfare Commissions



TABLE XXXI
LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF 110 RECIPIENTS OF

Totel  Mele ~ Female

Living alone 20 11 19
Living with spouse only 12 € [
Living with spouse and others 28 21 h
Living with other relatives ARG 18

Total 110 67 43

Thirty-three of the 110 reported have some other source of ;
inmu while receiving hund unuemn. Teble XXXII shows the nature
of this income, :

TABLE XXXIX
OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME OF 110 RECIPIENTS OF
BLIED ASSISTANCE IN OREGON

Source Hunbey
Anruities, insurance, ete. :
.Property : .
Barnings : 11
Sale of farm products 2
Relatives, friends 1
Workingmen's compensation i
Other 2
Two types of income 1
Total 33

Only mine of the 110 wore employed Of these, three wers in
sheltered employment, five in self-employment, and one in "other" eme
ployment, The mc of this "other" employment was not reporteds

Two of those accepted during the fiseal year were attending
lpoeul sehools for the blind at the tim of upplinﬁm. 102 receiving
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no instruction, and six were not known.

Twenty-five of the 110, or nearly twentywfive per cent,were
reeeiving some other form of public assistance in the households
Teble XIXIII shows the typs of asslstance being received by the applie
cant thirty deys prior to epplications

TABLE XXXIII

TYPE OF ASSISTANCE RECEIVED THIRTY DAYS PRIOR T0 APPLICATION,
110 RECIPIENTS OF BLIND ASSISTANCE IN OREGON

Type of Assistance Total Hale Female
Cere in & public institution & 4 1
Works progress wages by applicant 1 1 0
Works progress wages by a member of the
household 2  : i
General public assistance 49 34 18
Other assistance ; 1 0 1
No essistance for over tw years 43 24 19
No assistance, some for within two years 9 8 6
Total 110 67 43

Sixtyeseven, or over one~half, had received some form of assise
tance within m years of the time of making applieation for blind ase
sistance, This would indicate that most of the blind covered by this
study have been dependent or are members of dependent fanilies,

The merital status of these blind, as compared with the state as
e ﬁhﬂlt,ﬂ 18 given in Teble XXXIV, on page 138

Al¥hough factors other than blindness, such as age grouping
and sex, probsbly emter in to effect these fizures, there is no question
but what the percentage of these 110 blind who ere widowed or divorced
is greater than the percentage for the state as a whole, The per cent
of single blind is very much the same as the per cemt of single for the



TABLE XXXIV

iARI!'& STATUS OF ALL ADULY msm IN OREGON
AND OF 110 RECIPIZNTS OF BLIND ASSISTANCE

Haritel Status in Percentoges
Single Widowed Divorced amlu%d Iu-rtu

110 Oregon blind Wl : '
assistance cases - 27,3 164 = 7.8 %1 40,0
The state of Oregon™ 28,6 7.6 2.8 61.2

entire population of the state, if these 110 are typical of the blind
88 & groups To compare the mumber of married blind with the number

of married mp‘“‘ in the state, it is necessary to combine the separated
end married blind whieh gives 49,1 per cent married as compared ﬁﬂ;
61.2 por cent for the state as a vholes Clearly, a mmaller percemtage
of U SAEAL aw marrioh 2 Flgwes wrd Wil 1t i highly
probable that the percentage of blind who are separabed would prove to
 be greater than that for the state as o whols.

The ages of these 110 blind as compared with the eges of the

blind for the entire state and for the United sm;u is given in M}s
XXAVy vhich appears on page 159, :

This would indicate thet these relief cases follow the age group=
ings of the dlind for the United States more closely then they follow
the age groupings for the blind of the state of Gregon, probably because
of mm-aun in sccuracy of data as a result of varying methods of
gathering the informations

M-mm of the group granted assistance during the yemr

M, ‘.nuu s um ‘based upm %hc

ﬁ% nuumn, 1 Series

etion of the state mnh h fif*b"n years of age or overs
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were native born, nineteen were foreign born (of which sixteen were
born in Burops), md two were usmown. ALl but three were of the
white race; two of these were Imuu ma one Chinese,

The size of the commmity uﬁm these blind were living is
shown in Teble XXXVI,

TABLE XXXVI

SIZE OF COMMUNITY IN WHICH 110 RECIPIENTS OF BLIND
" ASSISTANCE IN OREGON LIVE

Size of Comumity Fumbers

Urban, total 58
Cities over 100,000 : 41
Cities between 3,500 and 99,999 i
Rural, total 62

Corporated places under 2,500 18

Unincorporated places : 10

Rurel farm 24
Total .

Most of the epplieations for blind assistance acocepted during this
fiscal year were approved during the month following applicetion, although
in a very few instances they were not approved for newrly a yeer, The
first psyment to the applicant was practically elways made in the
month following approvele This means that, with very few exceptions,
the blind receive their first payment two months following application
for assistance,

During the fiscal yewr, eightywone cases were closeds The ,
reasons for closing these cases is given in Teble XXXVII, on page 14l.

Of the entire group removed from blind assistance, only five



REASONS FOR CLOSING BLIND ASSISTANCE CASES IN OREGON
'DURING THE FISCAL YBAR

Death a7 3343
Vision wholly or partially restored 3 4.9
To publie institution 11 13.6
Self supporting 4 4.9
Relatives supporting 3 3.7
loved ,; 2.6
Ineligilie : 1346
Other 19 28,5 0%
Tobal 61 1000

per cent became selfesupporting, while five per cent more had their
vision re-toreds - Presumsbly, the remainder of the group who were
511l living were still ccpimhnh |

During the calendar yesr of 1933, 501 wzm indivlmu
received blind assistanece, Four hundred and twenty were receiving
assistance on January 1, 1958, MNinetyfive qnm were added end
seventy-nine were closed during the year, leaving 436 cases on December
) ¥ 1988. This would indicnte that there is a considerable shifting
of blind persons on and off the relief rollss

The blind reeipients of relief d‘ not entirely umtm with
the programs Their main objections are M. (1) in many cases, the
thirty dollars a month meximum is insufficient to provide them wiih
the necessities of 1ife, and that (2) the poliey of deternining the
enount of assistance on the basis of a minimum budget discowrages them
from working, Any amount earned by the blind person resceiving blind
miutmu must be reported, mnd, unless the anount which he is

17, The report gave no mrther mm-mtim concerning this
cmuiﬂ;wim.
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receiving is less than the minimm budget, will be deducted from
his assistance., This would leave him with the seme amount of income
as if he had not worked, Furthermore, (8) it takes considersble time
(usually two months) for an applicant for blind sssistanee 0 actually
receive his benefits, Should a blind person find some other MM
of income, the smount of assistance which he would reeeive wﬁu be
reduced, or perhaps he would be entirely removed from M&uiwiea in
the program, Should his souree of ineome prove to be only temporary,
it would take considerable time for his blind assistance to be restored -
to the original amount, This in itself tends to discourage ambitious
blind from seeking other sources of incoms, Some program might well
be worked out whereby these blind might have their assistence restored
to them as quickly as it is taken eway, thus removing one of their major
reasons for not seeking mplmu

Whether or not the medical program conducted in conmnection with
the blind ascistance is functioning to the fullest possible extent is
not known, The Publie Welfare Comnission would not furnish eny specifie
information on this phase of the program, but certein employees of the
Oregon Plind Trede School have stated that the mediesl program is being
carried on, not through the blind assistance program, but by the
Portland institution, If the medical program is not funetioning proe
perly, every effort should be made to 0:@& this phase of the work both
for the benefit of the individuals concerned mnd for the ultimate
finaneial savings vhich would be made for the govermments partieipating

18, Interviews with blind recipients of relief,



: 143
in the program, A few thousands of dollars spent in sight-restore

ation would be of much greater benefit to the blind then similer
amounts spent on pensions, ?nrthlméra. it wuld be much more econe
omical to rectore sight then to give blind sssistawe over a period
of yearss There is also definite need for greater cooperation among
the agencies mks.ng for the blind in this connection. At present
there seems to be more antegonism than cooperation. :

There is reason to believe that, as the program now functions,
little effort is made towards rehebilitation of the blind, Out of the
aprroximately 400 individuals receiving blind essistance, there are
undoubtedly soms who, with encoursgement and assistance, could be
helped to become wholly or pertially selfw-supporting, There is no
record of there laving beem any effort to send applicants for relief
to the Oregon Blind Trade School. Closer cooperation between the
State P’ublic Welfare Comnission and the Commission for the Blind might
make it possible to remove some of the blind residents who ¢an not bé
rehabilitated from the Oregon Blind Trade School and place them om
blind assistance in order to meke it possible to rehabilitate se of
those recipients of blind assisteance who have the necessary qualifie.
cations, Here, again, is & possible progrem whieh would not only be of
greater benefit to the blind but which would ultimetely reduce the .
costs of the cere of the blind in this state,

2, Re=Employment and Placement Agencies

Other than the work being dome by the Conmission for the Blind
end the Oregon Blind Trade School, there is no re-employment o
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plagement work being done with the blind in this state. The work
of the commiseion in this connsotion is diseussed under that secs
tion dealing with the Blind Commission and the Trade Schools

3. Privileges for Competition

With the exsception of the work now being done in comection
with vendizg stands for the M ind in federel buildings, no special
privileges for competition are belng extended to the blind, AL one
tine the Blind Trade School was purchasing baskets from the blind snd
re-selling thems This program, however, did not prove satisfactory
because there was no merkst for the baskets, eand has been sbandoneds
Except for the merketing of products made by the residents of the
Blind Trede School, there are no speciel privileges for the mearkete
ing of products or for mttﬁﬁ.

4, Readers' Fund

The first legisletion providing for financial assistance for
blind students attending imstitutions of higher education in the state
of Oregon 'nc‘ passed in 1928, primerily as the result of pressure
brought to bear upon the Legislature in behalf of three youmg dlind men
who wighed to atbend such instititions.)® This lew provided a mm of
not to exceed $500 per yesr for each blind student attending a state
institution of higher eduostions The progran wes adninistered by the
State Bowdotmol. In 1933 the law was revised providing that

w ‘1. 3985-
”& 3.’33, Chapter 177,
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an affidavit by the mamaging officer of the institution attended would

be necessary as proof that the blind student was coming within the
provisions of the aete-that is, that he was actual ly nguml.y natrie
cilnbed®E e spesial sesalen of dhe seme yeur Jatied Whe aesists
ance to any pu-tioul#r person to & period of five years. 1‘!& Board of
Comtrol was still sdninistering the prograne®® These minor revisions
were made in an effort %o eliminate those who ware atm school,
not to receive mn eduestion, but to receive finemeial aid :ﬁrm the
state.

Since 1987 the program has been opsrabing much more successfully
under new legislations It is now mo longer necessery that the stu-
dents attend stete educational institutions, for they may attend sy
"university, college, conservatory of musie, or normal, rrofessional
or vocational school within the state of Oregon." The program is naw
adninistered by a comittee consisting of the Superintendent of Pube
lie Instruction, the superintendent of the Oregom Blind Trade School,
and the superintendent of the Oregon School for the Blind, Students
must be regularly metriculated and con receive assistance for a per-
iod of not more than five ymlo”

The readers® fund committee in 1938 made the following regue
lationss

Bach recipient will be informed that the Committes

hereafter requires a Budget of pupils times= A budget of
€XDenseser 0o, mwcmamum fees=books,

%&% oty é ey I ,~ 1935, Chapter &4,
p ! s8ion




(with nemes and prices) - Miscellansous to cover
laundry and care of clothes, and illness.

At the end of eash guarter recipient will be

required to submit an itemized finaneial statement

which must be satisfactory to the Committee before fupre

ther recormendations are made. The Committee is to hold

regular meetings each gquarter to m’!‘wuv of the

reports on the recipients of the funde

Although the readers' fund program is funetioning better to=-
day then it has in the past, it is still imperfects The use of the
readers' fund as = pension rether than as an aid to education has wt-
dently been stopped, One member of the comnitbes, howsver, points
out thet there ere two students who are using the readers' fund to
attend business colleges This would seem rather h;rutiﬁ. for it
is very questionable that any individusl with sight so poor as to re-
quire a reader will ever be cble to do office worke Rither these
students are receiving funds to which they have no just old:,r or the
money of the stete is being used to educate them in a line whieh, in
all probebility, they will never be dble to follows In either cese,
the money is not being used for the purpose for whieh it was intendeds
Some of the blind students are using the readers' fund o trein them-
selves to enter the field of secondary educstiom. This, however, is
not as sbsurd as trying to enter the field of business, since there is
some opportunity for them to obtain employment in blind schools pro-
viding they are sufficiently capable and have the proper personality
galifiestionse The possibility of & blind personm being able to

obtain employment in public schools is very smsll, There is more

24 First Biemnial Report of the Comission for the Blind,
(1939), W&ﬁf%:m — “"""”‘"M



possibility of success in the field of musie, provided the indie

vidual is suffieiently talented, and one student is teking sueh traine
ings Another student receiving help from the readers® fund is plane
ning to become @ lawyer, and there are a nwaber of blind people whe
have been successful in this profession.
Unless the individual is eble to maintaein a rether high schol=

astiec standing, emd unless he is well quufm in other respscts,
it is questionsble that higher education will ever prove of sy pare
tieular benefit to him as far as finaneciel success is comverned, Ale
though it is recognized that this is porhaps & rather narrow eriterion
upon which to judge the value of edueatiom, it is the basis usually
used in support of giving the blind & higher educstion, In some
unusual cases, the personality development of the individual mey be
suffielent resson to justify the use of publie funds for his soecalled
higher edueations :

~ In December, 1938, eleven blind students were receiving from
$35,00 to §55,55 per monthy At & meeking of the comnitbes held in
thet month, one student was dropped for poor scholarship, Deen Jewell
of the University of Oregon was asked to attend this meebing bocauss
two students teking education st the University were under considere
ation, He was also agked to make recommendstions concerning one other
student at the University of Oregon sinee he was the only represente
ative of that institution present at the meeting,



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Heture and Extent of Blindnesss As previously intimated, too
much significance can not be glven to the evailable statistical infore

mation on the blind in Oregon. Henee any stbempt to trace trends or
0 meke comparisons smong different geogrephie divisions nﬁm :
ous and inadviseble. This immiia holds true not only for enumera~
tions of the blind but also far obher statistical informetion, such as
esuises of Blininess. Although the Comittes on Statistiss of the
imerican Foundation for the Blind hes presented a uniform classifi-
eation of blindness, no studies using this classifieation have been
made in Oregon. Since the classification is at present undergoing re=-
vision, it will be some time before it will be possible to meke comparie
sons and study trends quantitetivelye

Although studies of the hereditary basis of blindness have been
made by the census bureau and somewhat refined in the present study,
this information does little more than indicate vhich causes of blinde
ness sre nore frequently of a hereditary nsture then others. Vhereas
it would be possible to reduce this information to porcentages for the
various causes of blindness, end from these percentages estimate the
extent of hereditery blindness in Oregam, such procedure wuld be
8o inaccurate that it would not be warthewhile. A thorough study of
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the inheritance of blindness is sorely necded, for such information

would serve as a basis for a program of eugencies which, if properly
carried out, might reduce the number of blind materially.

Survey of Blind Minors in Oregons Perhaps the most significant
finding from the msterial on the survey of handicapped children is
the presence of & m'ga mmber of blind and visually handicapped

children in the state, There is little thet needs to be added to the
pleture of their condition as it has already been presenteds The pur=
pose of the survey has been merely to find out the extent to whiech
children in Oregon are handieapped, end no specifie progream to preée
vent such handicaps or to help those who are handicapped has been worked
out by the State Board of Health, However, the names and addresses of
those with a visual acculty of 20/200 or less have been given the .
superintendent of the Oregon State School far the Blind, which will make
it possible for him to get in touch with and enroll s mumber of blind
children who had not previously been located,

The Oregon State School for the Blinds Reecords at the Oregem
State School for the Blind are very meagre for the period prior te

1981. Since that year, however, very complete records are kept om
every student, These records contain not only the ordinary informes .
tion, such as grades, conduct reporis, ete., usuvally included in stue
dent records in the public schools, but also contain detailed data cone
cerning the work done for students with speeial behavior, intellectual,
or other problems, as well as the progress made by them,

The progrem of restoration of vision is considered one of the



primary sims of the institution, During the past seven M-.
sbout twenty students have been able to rebturm to publie schools
because their vision hes been improved through either operations or
refrections While nany of these were partially sighted, the school
has not only been able to conserve the vision they did have, but has
made it possible for thnuio' leave the blind mﬁhﬁm and reburn
%o regular publie schools, s

The work in culturel resbilitetion is much less tangible in
form but is nevertheless very reals Regardless of the character and
personality of the students before coning to the School for the Blind,
it is not long before they become independent end cheerfuls The
school is kept as much like schools for the sighted as possible, for
it 1s the aim of this institwbion to train its students to adjust te
Sighted society and mot to & permsnent institutional life, |

Although every student attending the school during the past bie
ennium wes given some industrial treining, the administration does not
feel thet this phase of their education is neerly as important as '
cheracter educetione lMany of the graduates of bli\ad schools are une
able to use their vocational education for some time efter gradustions
Therefore, most of the emphasis of the school is placed upon character
education and personslity development, since they are essential if the
blind person is to suceeed sccording to the eriteria upheld in the
outside world, Vocetlonel training should probably be given afber
gradustione ‘

The curriculum at the school is compersble to that of the publie
schools, anl the same standards of scholarship, as shown by standardized
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tests, are maintaireds The curriculum, becayse of the small
sise of the sehool, 1s mot as varied in the high sehool as it is in
meny of the publie high schools, Howsver, it does contain all of
the essential subjects,

The Oregon State School for the Blind im Salem is devoted to
the task which it hes set for itself, Its students receive the same
type of education as do the studemts in the publie primery end seconde
ary schools of tl» stete, end in addition ere given much essistence
in the develomment of charscter and rersonslity, The superintendent.
is well recognized in his field, and has been able to select an
efficient staff,

The Conmission for the Blinde Other than the work being dome
in comneetion with the Oregon Blind Trade School, the Commission for
the Blind has dome but littles A reading of the aet creating the

“comnission and outlining 1ts duties snd powers will show that its work

in connection with the Blind Trade School actually should comprise only
& snall part of its total functions, vwhich ere much brosder in scope.
As one worker for the blind has sptly put 1%, "The teil is wageing

the dog," ' \

Although the Blind Commission has been functioning for epprome
imately two years, it has dome little towards compiling and maintaining
& ccmplete register of the blind as required by lew, Through the
cooperation of the State Superintendent of Publie Instruction e census
of the blind, mede in comnection with 4he ennual school census, has
been undertaken, The information to be obtained ineludes little more
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than the age, sex, address, and information on present education,

Much work will be neeessary before the register will also include
information on the condition, cause of bdlindness, and capaeity for
training u‘roqulud by law, There is also reason to believe that not
all of the blind will be enumerated by the census,

The Blind Commission is also to maintain & bureau for the pre=
Yention of blindnesss This bureau is to make inguiries concerning the
causes of blmn. %o learn whet proportion are grwmbgln. end to
cooperate in preventive measures, The commission is empowered to are
range for examinations of the eyes of blind and partially sighted per-
sons end to pay for medieal or surgical treatment, As far as is known,
the required studies of blindness have never been mede, Through funds
made available by the Stete Public Welfare Commission, over 250 persons
recelived medical attention during the biennium at the Multnomah County
Hospital and clinice While ell of these reesived eye examinations :
end treatment, most of the medical work done was for other types of dise
orderss During the biemnium five 1ndiv&¢ma§.c had their eyesight ree
stored through operation end itreatment--a very small mumber in comparie
son with the average of three & yesr helped in this way by the Oregom
State School for the Blind which reaches & much smaller number of blind

The one or more bureaus of vocstional aid, whose function is to
aid the blind in finding cmplm. to teach them tredes which can Na
carried on in their homes, and to ald them in merketing the produets of
home industries, ﬁmmamanmmmm. Other
than the work in plaeing the blind in vending stands, little has been
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done in the way of finding employment for the blinds While there

has been virtual ly nothing done in the way of treining for home induse
tries, it is questionsble thet sueh a program is feasible. A thorough
study of possible vosabional opportunities for the blind is in order.
Provision has been made thet the Blind Commission mey pay all
of the expenses, ineluding lodging mmd support, for instruction, prie
vate or institutional, vhich in their judgnent will contribute to the
selfesupport of any blind individuel, Such training mey be taken
outside of the state when it can not be obtained within the stete,
Provision is also made that materials and machinery may be mum
to blind individuels or groups, but not as gim. Ald may also be give
en in the sale and distribution of products. With the possible exceps
tion of limited aid in the sale and distribution of products, nothing
of this neture has been domes Neither has the Blind Camnission cone
cerned iteelf along the lines of home vieits, home teaching, or soeial
service, As far as can be ascerteined, all of the work of this nature
done in Oregor is done through the W,P,A. projects and by a very few
independent worlers for the blind, and not by the Blind Commissions
. Provision is also made that the Commission for the Blind shall
eooperate with the State Public Welfare Commission in adninistering
finanelal aid to the needy blind, snd vhen requested to do so by the
Welfare Comnission it is to investigate applicants end make recommend.
etions coneerning medicel service for sight restoration and employe
ebility of applicants, The wrk being done in comection with mediesl
and surgical treatment has slready been discusseds It should be pointed
out theb, with the exeeption of the medical work, thers is little
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sooperabion between thh Publiec Welfare Commission end the Commission

for the Blind, In faect, certain employees at the Trade School are
definitely mtagonistic towards the Welfare Comnission,

The Comnission for the Blind is made up to & large extent of
political appointees., At the time this is being written, only two of
the members have much knowledge of the needs of the blind, Two others
ere definitely politiecal mppointees. The fifth is a man so busy with
his own work that he can hardly be expected to devote much time to the
Misd Comdsaion, Sises the comission has not been doing as much for
the blind as it is legally required to do, it was probably a misteke
to change the Irequency of meectings from once a month to every other
monthe Every effort should be made to select as members of the Blind
Comnission persons who understand the problems of the blind and heve
sufficlent time to devote to the works MNeetings should be held more
frequently at least until the entire program outlined for the commission
gets well wnder weye Irregularities in attendence at these meetings
invites attentlony no doubt & quorum provision should be adhered toe

The Oregon Blind Trads School: 1In its entire histary, the Oregon
mw Trade School has never had & superintendent who was trained in

the work of the blind, There are only two possible exeeptions to this
} statement, The first superintendent was probably qualified as far as
uptrﬁmc is concerned, but his blindness makes his total qualification
questionables Ire Welter Dry who was supsrintendent for a very shord

period was also qualified to work with the blind, although he is more
interested in the blind of school age. The present superintendent is
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oqually inesperiensed with wrk for the blind, although he sesms
to be doing as well as any of his predecessors. Everything is done
. whieh could numw be done fw the n:nim.l to make their stay at
the institution a happy one. MNost of them are content with this
security and are not planning to leave the institution,

It has already been pointed out that this institution is a
"school"™ only in name. In echuality it is sn employment imstitution
and home for the blind, lost of the eritiecism directed against the
institution is not necessarily the fault of the persons in charge. } The
legislators of the state, together vr.’mthv many of the workers for the
blind, have refused to recognise the fact that only a very few of the

i blm‘q-o capable of vocational rqhsbili%im. The fact that the
institution has had such @ burbulent histery is evidenes theb 1t has
not functioned properlye There has been no effort to base admissions
0 the institution on the qualifications of the blind for rehabilie
tation. Although the blind living in this institution do mot feel
that it is = chayittble institution, in reslity it can hardly be con=
sidered otherwise, for food, housing, and leundry ere furnished at
state txpom. Such a progran makes it possible to provide partial
enployment for a mumber of blind, dut at an unreasonable cost to the
state, , _

On the basis of this study, and supported by many workers for
the blind, it is felt that it would be for the best interest of the
blind of the state if the Oregon Blind Trade School were completely
abolished and the money now being used in mainteining it spent in
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other work for the blindeeperticularly along the lines in which the

Blind Commission is legally instructed to worke If it is deemed adw
visable to offer sheltered enployment to some blind st state expense,
this eould better be done by offering such employment in a smaller,
nonwresident institution, Such an institution would operate much as
the fectories where normally sighted persons sre employeds The blind
person would live where he desired end would eame to the shop during
the day to work, It has been the experience throughout the countwy
that these noneresident institubions permit the blind person to receive
practically ell of the benefits of the resident institution, snd at
the same time live more neerly normel ,um.‘ At present, the more
intelligent blind refuse to go to the Oregon Blind Trade School because
of fear of the institubionalisstion of its residents. In & non=
resident institution the same opportunities for work end training eould
be offered and in addition the blind would heve essociations with nore
mnal society, Undoubbedly the blind themselves could not make enocugh
money in such en institution to be able to live independentlys This
need could be met best by subsidiging the institution and paying the
mmmcmwaamzytminwwtOumuuumm
If such a noneresident institution were esteblished, it should be kept
entirely separate from the school for the younger blind, for experience
has shown thet the two groups een not satisfactorily be kept together,

1. Cf, Harry Best, 02& Ql! op PDe 508=518,
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The noneresident institution should also prove to be more

economical then ‘he resident institution, for this has been the peme
eral experience of such imstitutions in the United Statess
In aﬁnﬁi cages the losses inecurred in the venture have

beer ocasiderable, which is especially likely to be true

vhere industrial homes are concerned, that is, vhere a

;?‘11; .ﬁg‘v&::. {M some of the blind as well as induse

Purther evidence that the noneresident imstitution should be
more economical is based on the fact that there is at least ome brom
shop in the state operated, except for one employes, entirely by the
blind and which is able to operate without gifts from the outsides
liost of the employees are sble %o make enough in wages to be indepe
endent, nthwghmcrthonwowcmp-lwuqmm-nwmomu
irregularly employed sre receiving blind assistence. Some of the pree
sent residents of the Oregon Blind Trade School would probably not work
in a noneresident institutiom, These could be cared for by means of
blind sssistance at no additional cost o the state, and probably with
some saving, It is now costing the state an average of over §525 a
year %o cars for each resident of the Portland institution, A pension
of forty dollers a month should make it possible for these blinﬁ to
live more comfortably than they are living nows There is every reason
to belicve that the blind eould find very comfortable quarters im pri-
vate homes if they are willing to pay forty dollars a month for room,
board, and laundry, Sinee the blind at the Oregon Blind Trade School

vho are not working reecelve only their room, bosrd, and lawndry they

2o Ibid,, pe G126



would probably ectually be better situsted under the proposed

changes

At the time the Commission for the Blind wes created, a worke
er for the Ameriecan Poundation for the Blind recommended that the
Oregon Blind Trade School be abolished, but this was not dones At
that time, such @ move would have mede many of the blind homelesss
Now, however, the blind pension would provide them with considerabls
income, While this is not sufficlent to live extravagently, a rume
ber of blind are sble to live alone and independently on the amount
provided, It might be advisable to allow those blind who are living
alone a slightly larger pension than is now allowsd, As shown above,
such & progrem would be more econemical then institutiomsl cere, and
there is every reason to believe that the blind would be equally hapnye

© If eny kind of en institution for the adult blind is to be msine

tained, there should be a definite program of followsup in order to -
ascertain to what extent the training offered inm such an institution
is proving beaeficial te the blind,  There is no such program in cone
nection with the Oregon Blind Trede School for the sup:
feels that the institubion should not meddle in the affairs of the
blinde 4 | ' _

Blind Assistenses Little has been learned comeerning the oper=
ation of the blind assistance progran in Oregon beeause the state
adainistrator has been wiwilling to open his records for the benefit
of the taxpayers, There is resson to believe that there is little
cooperation between the Blind Commission and the State Publie Welfare
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Commission., These two agencies, both being so direetly concerned
with the problems of the blind, should of necessity be cooperative.
The blind people themselves are not entirely pleased with the program
of blind assistance because they ere not allowed to supplement their
blind assistance with inecome from other sourees, It would probably
be advisable to per-it the blind to work end esrn money without reduce
ing their blind assistance, sinee this would encourage them to work.
Bven if they could not becous self-sufficient, meny of them would be=
conme more active, Here again is evidenced need of a more complete
study of the conditions of the blind in the ltﬁk;h It is higﬁly
probable that, if the true conditions were kmown, improvements could
be made in the administration of the blind essistance progrem, for
few programs of any kind are perfeetly adninistered, The adminise
trators of the progrem have evidently not made such a study. 30
sumery of the causes of blindness esmong reecipients of blind assis-
tance hes been made, end the State Public Welfare Commission was
@ither unwilling or uneble to furnish any statistical information cone
cerning the recipients of blind assistance other than the information
presented in Chapter V,

One possible change in the method of adninistering blind ase
sistance would be to have the case work done by specially trained
workers for the blind rather than by the general case workers, While
such a change would perhaps add somevhat to the cost of administering
the program, it would be of considerable bemefit to the blind since
they would then have direct contacts with trained workers who



understand their problem.

Mmuwk&&m There is very little private
work being done for the blind at the present time. A few private
individuals are doing some work along the lines of home teaching and
are probably giving some finsneial assistance, but this woark is neg-
ligible. There is also some work being done by organiszations in the
state, particulsrly by the Lions' Clubs whieh have helped in supply=
ing glasses to some needy children, in giving financial assistance
to certain blind, and in lobbying for the Oregon State Sehool for the

Blinds However, by far the greater part of the care for the blind is
the problem of the state govermment.

Recommendationss

1. There is need for the establishment of uniform statistieal
procedures so that trends mey be studied and comparisons between dife

ferent geographical areas made, This would be of considerable assiste
ence in eomparing the relative efficiency of the various programs for
the blinde

2 A thorough study of the hereditery basis of blinduess
‘should be made in order to help in the progrem of prevention.

3¢ Appointments to the Commission for the Blind and the sel-
sotion of its employees should be upon the basis of individusl merits,
perticulerly knowledge of the problems of the blind, and not upenm
the basis of polities. ;

4¢ The Comnission for the Blind, or some other state agency,
should meke & thorough study of the blind in the state in order te



build & more efficient progrem in thelr behalf,

Be The Commission for the Blind should expand its prograa to
inslude work on behalf of all of the sdult blind sather than concene
trating on those who come into contect with the Oregom Blind Trade
Sehools

6e There should be a thorough study of the possible vocetional
opportunities for the blind in Oregom,

7. The Oregon Blind Trede School should be abolished aid in its
stead there should be & none-resident employment institution whieh
eould provide employment for deserving blind persons and alsec serve
' inpwrt as a trades school for the teaching of trades to capable blind
- personse |

8« 411 institutions having as their aim the rehsbilitation of
the blind should have a definite follewsup progranm to help the blind
establish themselves and to show how efficient thelr program aetuslly
- uEe ‘

9 There should be a study made of the funotioning of the blind
~ @ssistance progrem with the view of making such chenges as may be found
to be desirsbles "

10, The blind assistance program should be se siminisbered as &0
| encourage the blind to seek enployment rather than to ouwrb their e
bitlons, ‘ ' ’

Wnile same of the proposals presented here are rather sweeping in -
mature, it is definitely belleved that their inception would prove
highly bemelcisl both to the blind in the state and to the sighted
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eitizens, It is, after all, in the interests of these two groups
that all progrems for the blind should operates The need of further
investigation with this end in view can hardly be over-emphasizeds






APPERDIX1S

INTRODUCTION TO CASE STUDIES

Up to this point most of the material presented has been of
statistical or historicel mtwuv VWhile this type of material is
essential to an understanding of the status of the blind, 1% does not
give & complete pieture, For this reason, & mumber of case studies
are baing included, These case studies pgive insight inte thi persone
alities and problems of the blind which could not be given by any other
approach, The status of the blind as a group is much better undere
stood from a more detailed study of the status of some of the indivie
duals comprising that group. ;

Since the blind in the state are so mumerous and so untﬁroé,
it has been impossible to conteet ell of them, Howaver, it is believed
that the cases presented here sre typical and representative, In the
eases of the blind students of the Oregon State School for the Blind,

a comperison of the records of the students indicates that the cases
presented ere representative of the blind in that institubion, The
superintendent concurs with this opinion, Studies of the institutional
records end interviews with the employees of the Oregon Blind Trade
School, with the blind both within and outside of the institution, and
with workers for the blind, indleate thet the cases of the residents
and former residents of that institution are representative and
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typicals Similar evidence, accompanied by the.faet that no new types
were being found, supports the selection of cases of those blind who
have never been in the Portland institution,

These onses are selected on the basis of the extent to which
they are representative of certain classes of blind. On this basis,
the cases of adult blind have been classified ms (A) institutional
cases at the Oregom Blind Trade School which are (1) noneinstitution-
alised blind and (2) permenent institutionel types, (B) dependent
blind men living alone, and (C) the blind who ere living with others,
This classifieation is subdivided as followss (1) capable but lack
ing in embition, (2) mentally deficient, (3) physically incapacitated,
(4) blind living with spouse (and not coming under some other classi-
fieation), (5) blind couples, and (6) "successful” blind.

The blind students of the Oregonm State School for the Blind have
been classified as (1) those of low memtality, (2) the partislly sighted,
and (3) those totally or neerly totally blind,
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APPENDIX A

CASES OF BLIND AT THE OREGON BLIND TRADE SCHOOL

ls Noneinstitutionalized Blind

Case Is Case I hubcyabmtnn;vmn old who lost his
sight one year ago in a dynamite explosion. He comes from an economie
eally poor family unable to give him any finsmeial assistance, He
received a seventh grade education in North Caroline, and et the age
of mln‘hcgm working in the textile mills, He has been working
most of the time ever since. His femily moved %o Oregon in 1938, Case
I is now in the Oregon Blind Trade School temporarily to Mn medi-
cel treatment,

Although he will receive some compemsetion becsuse his blindness
resulted from en sccident while working, he has not been able to obe
tain any of this money for himself as yet since he has not reached
his majority. There is some possibility of at least partially restore
ing the sight in one eye tlrough operations, although the doetors have
not given mueh encouragements

- At the time of the interview he had been in the institution for
only two weeks. He feels thet the imstitution is a blind man's parse
dise, and that he has had more fun in the two weeks he has been there
than in the entire year he hes been blind, He feels that the only
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future for a blind men is to come there and stay, Because of this

almost parasitie sttitude, there is reasom to believe that there is
& strong probability that he may become a permanent institutionel
type.

He states that, beeause of his brooding, he almost went orasy
upon first becoming blind, Most of his time was spent sitting end
thinking ebout his diffieulties. He slept a great deal to get his
blindness off his mind, but would often wake up clawing his face, He
has been blown up thousands of times in his dresms, Although he feels
that being born blind presents certain disadvantages, particularly in
distinguishing colors end shapes, those who become blind later in life
have & greater adjustment problem sinee they realige more fully the
nature of their situation,

He does not feel that the blind can compete with seeing soeiety
end meke a livings In deseribing being blind, he stetes "It's hell",
and often feels that he would be better off desds Upon first becoming
blind he oftten contenpleted suieide.

Perhaps lergely because he has been blind for such a short time,
he has not yet been cble to nake sny social adjustment to his afflice
tion, He hes neither learned to mix with sighted people withous his
sight, nor has he been able to substitute new sctivities to any extent,

Case Il:s Cese II is a blind woman twenty-six yeers old. She
hes suffieient vision to be able to enjoy motion pletures if she sits
in the fromt geats, but is industrially blind, She first had trouble
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with her eyes in 1917 when she was four yeers old, although it was
not until sbout 1929 or 1930 that her vision beeame more seriously ime
peired, Blindness is caused by cormeal opacitys She finished high
school at the school for the blind in Vencouver, and then spent tw
years with her perents in Tacoms, Washington. Aftter her parents moved
to Astoria, she beceue eligible for admission to the Oregon Blind Trade
School, and has been there since 1936, entering et the age of twentye
three, Her parents have since returned to Washington, vhere her father
48 now working on WeP.d, .

Since coming to the school she has been working in the chalr
caning depertments The work, slthough not hard, is nerve wracking and
tedious, The shops are closed on Saturday end Sundsy, but she works
regularly every morning during the rest of the week from 8100 to 11246,
Because there is not emough work to run steadily, work in the aftere
noons, scheduled for from 1100 to 4415, is very irregular. However,
she is able to make ebout five dollars per wecke Recently the workers
in the caning depsriment took a voluntary wage cut im the hope of gete
ting more work and thus malking more moneye

~ She finds that seeing people are often inconsiderate of the
blind, end incidents frequently ocewr &t exhibits which neke her feel
that she is oflten regarded as sn object of entertaimment much like an
animal in a 200, _

In addition to the smusement provided at the school, she often
goes on plonies with blind friends. She evidently derives more pleasume
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from these plenies than from my other amusement, On these occasions,

they "tell some rare ones", probably of an obseene nature, Case II
is plamning to marry a blind man during the summer, They will proe
bably take an spertment end live on the $25 to $50 which he is able
to earn, supplemented by blind assistance. :

Since beecoming blind, she has spent all but two years of her
life in institubionss She has not been able to make a satisfactory
adjustment to her blindness, Association with sighted people seems to
bother her, end her friendships are limited to the blind, '

Case I1Is Case III is a men fortyeseven years old, His pare -
ents returned to China thirty yeers ego but he recained in the United .
States with e high school chum and his wellwto-do parsnts, He attended
eollege et the University of Oregon, but did not finishs While et
the University he studied music, and has been a mﬁnni@d singer
on reguler stage cireuitss IHe is married and has two children,

He is partielly sighted, hia loss of sight heving ocourred
ﬁulu years sgo because of sataract, Following the loss of his sight
he worked in restaweants in the Bast for two or three years, and then
ovned his owm restaurant for six years. IHowever, he lost his business
~ md lived on his savings until he lost heavily on the stock market.

E ' He came to the Oregon Blind Trade School one year sgo, and has been
working es shipping elerks In this way, he is able to "get an existe
ence,” He does not feel that the "school" is & charity institution,
and although he would like to leave, he is not planning to do so immeds
iately, His eyesight has improved considerably, aad sccording to
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records at the Oregon Blind Trade School he will probably be dise
missed from the MiMiea for this reasons

Perhaps because he is partially sighted, he is not too well
satisfied with the institution from the sociel standpoint. He finds
the interests of the blind to be rather limited, largely because their
outside contacts are 80 few, Pew of them often go further then a few
blocks from the institution, which necesserily limits their horigon,
In their conversations among themselves, they dwell quite largely
upon their afflictions, These viewpoints not enly throw some light
upon the probable condition of the blind in the institution, but also
give insight into the adjustment of Case 1II, Obviously, he does not
consider himself a member of the soeial groupe Sinee he has no friends
outside of the institution, this tends to leave him more or less alons,
Although he has by no means withdrawn from the group, he does not feel
that he "belongs", He will undoubtedly be happier upon leaving the
institution unless his economic problem becomes too seriouss

2. Permanent Institweional Types

Case 1IVs Case IV is an example of a blind person who, sinece

reaching school age, hag never been outside of an institution execept
for occasional visits. She was borm in 1896 and hes been blind since
she was three deys olds O5he had Just a 1little sight, but began to
lose that when she was fiftesn, She was born in Colorado and has lived
in Iowa and South Dekota, where she sttended school for three months.
Hor parents moved to Oregom, and she entered the School for the Blind
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et Salem in 1905, remsining there for fourteen years, From

the Sehool for the Blind she went to & Menonite home in Salem, Ale
though her parents had separated vhen she was sixbeen, her mother paid
for her care at this "home"™ or "hospital™, In 1921 she left the
Menonite home end came to the Oregen Blind Trade Schools Sinee then
she hes been in the Portland institution caning chairs and deing some
weavinge Like practically all of the residents, she is planning %o
remain in the institution,

She has the feeling that memy seeing people are unsble to under-
stand the blind, and believes that in their relations with the blind
they show that they feel that the blind are inferior, This indicates
that Case IV has not been sble to make a satisfactory adjustment to
seeing society, for those blind who have made such an adjustment do
not teke this attitude, She will probably never meke such en edjuste
ment, for she vill probably remain in the institution, associating ale
most entirely with blind people, for the rest of her life.

Case Vs This case is an example of a vomen who became blind
later h life, At first she attempted to live a life as nearly like
that of the normelly sighted person as possible, and it was not until
later that she entered the Blind Trade School and finally becsme a pere
manent institutional type.

Case V was born in 1873, GShe received a high school education
and sttended summer schools in Michigen end Chieagos A former primary
temsher, she was living with her mother and teaching kindergarten end
tutoring when she became blind eleven years ago. Her blindness is
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caused by glaucoma, At the time she became blind, she was buying e

house for her mother, and had made some repairs on it, Since she was
unable to obtain a loan when she lost her sight she lost the house, ‘

Case T lost her sight suddenly but feels that she was sble o
adjust herself because, as a former teacher, she had helped others with
their problems, She did not want %o come to the Blind Trade School,
and found that people laughed st her for the things she wanted to doe
Only one friend and a doetar seid "of course you can",

After first beeoming blind, she lived with relatives in Portland
for five yeers, Friends helped her to establish herself making a health
candy, gave her & typewriter, and helped her sell mut, but these
enterprises were nnmmcfulu She feels that aht didn*t have a chance
«tkmbmuh«trim mdnhbinnthoughtmmmbh to do
anything and thought she was wnwdlling to submit to her fate, This -g..
titude, together with their trying to do omything for her, was mung
her more helpless, so she decided to oome to the Blind Trade Schools

She found it hard to lesrn to do fine wrk, and feels that those
whoe ere born blind have an sdvantage in this respect, for they leamn »
this type of work while they are still young. She has been in the school
for six years, and has been weaving most of this time, Because ﬂuﬂ
is not enough weaving for steady work, she is sble to earn only about
five dollars a month, Ghe is planning to remain, but feels that if a
blind person hes a place to go it is better to leave and associate more
with normal society.

Case V also believes thet sighted people trest the blind as if
they were helpless and inocompetents While she recogniszes the limitations
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of & blind person when she ettributes the success of blind men to

their sighted wives, she is quite reasonsbly umwilling to consider

the blind as being "helpless and incompetent™, She has mede & very
satisfactory institutional adjustment, but her contacts with the oube
side world ere extremely limited, ‘She became a permanent institutional
type only after having mmuuruhy tried to meke a satisfactory ade
justment to mormsl soclety,

Case Vis Cese VI is & megro who was bora in 1876, He received
2 meagre education, and was & barber until he lost his sight about
twenty-one years ago, His blindness is evidently lergely the result of
& syphilitic condition, At the time of losing his sight he moved to
Portland whers his wife had relatives. He has two children,

For about sixteen years after his sight began to fail he worked
in a number of oscupations, During this time he had e wood yard and
operated & groeery store, a cigar stand, and & shine parlor. Although
‘almost totally blind during much of this time; he was able to make &
comfortable living, He doss not foel that his blindness hes ever been
- & soclal hendicep to him, md although today he does not leave the imsti-
~tution exeept occasionally, he has many friends within the institution,
and & mumber of outeide people, both white and colored, come to visit
hime He is very happy where he is and definitely wents to remain. He
feels that living in the institution would be better than living oute
slde and receiving a pension of one hundred dollars a nonth because in
the institution everything is done for the residents, Although he may
et one time have made & satisfactory adjustment, both economicslly and
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socially, to his blindness, he has now become thoroughly institut-
ionalized.

Sumarys Although these cases ramnat somewhat y-ryin; de=-
grees of social and economie adjusiment woklm, none of the instie-
tutionalized blind may ever be expected to go out and assvume the strue-
gzle for existence in a competitive soclal world with normal peoples
With three exceptions noted, those blind covered in this section mey
be expected to stay where they are for the rest of their lives, Of
the three exceptions, one is a young man who is only temporarily in the
institution for medical treatment, but who would nevertheless like to
renein in the institution permanently; the second is a man whose
vision has improved to the extent thet he will probebly be discharged
from the institution in a short vhile; the third is a young lady who
is planaing to leave the institution and marry @ blind men, As for
the rest, the Trade School is a permanent home for thems They ere
publiec cherges and in reality the wards of the state,



APPENDIX B

CASE STUDIES OF BLIND MEN WHO ARE LIVING ALONE

Case ViIs Case VII is sixty years old and was resred in an
orphenage. He reeeived a fourth grede educstion, and becane finame
eially independent as a jockey when he was twelve, He has worked as a
boxer and longshoremsn, and was & hotel clerk when he becsme blind in
1926, at the age of forty-seven, His vision weskened gradually, and
he continued to work until his employers finally dismissed him, When
he lost his vision his wife left him because he was lla longer able to
help her. 4

Sinee becoming blind he has lived in romaing houses and hotels,
living on his savings and his thirty dollars a month soldier's pension,
He has spent a considersble amownt of money in omm to restore hil”
sight, but his blindness, caused by glaucomas, is incurable, He has
peripheral vision of shadows and forms, which helps him some, Howaver,
too much use of this very slight vision csuses pressure in his eyes
and considerable pain.

At present he is living alome in & clean but small room in a
Jepenese~operated roeming house. He eats in & restaurent which is :
about half a block from his roams In addition to his soldier's pension,
he now receives ten dollars a month blind assistance. His soldier's
botius was used to pay his bills and %o buy clothess
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His talking book and radie are his major amusements, although

he has one friend who comés in occasionally for s visit, He does not
read braille end does not want to learn, He feels that his cirele
of friends has definitely beoome limited since he lost his vision, for
it is @ifficult for him to go out to visit or to make new friendse
It is also impossible for him to partieipate in his former amusements,
meinly sports, He does not seem to be unhappy, however, for he has
been able to substitute other sotivities for his former ones,
He would like to have a vending stand, but his dislike for
braille prevents him from qualifying for e federel stand and he has no
- money with which to start one independently. He feels that there is a
grester oppertunity to enter selling in California becsuse there are
more people there, but he is umd.lung %o leave Oregon becanse he would
lose his blind assistance, He would also like to sell from house to
house, and feels that he could sell sbout one thousand good quality
ties, worth about §l.25 retail, at Christmas time, This is largely

~ wishful thinking on his part, sinee he probsbly could mot be as successe
ful in house to house selling as he believes, both because house to
house selling is difficult and because he has not learned to get around
sufficlently well to be able to do this work, Even during pleaseant
weather, he seldom goes further than twe bloeks from his rooms

Case VII would not sell brooms, and would not go to the Blind

Trade School to learn a trade because he feels that there is no money
in these endesvors., The element of pride seems to enter in hers, too,
for he considers the broam maker or seller as little more than a
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beggar, and feels that to engage in such occupations breands one as

being blind, He insists that he is not blind, for the little vis-
ion which he has is of some help to him, :

He frequently feels despondent, and believes that people are too
curious about the blind because they often bother him on the streets
with questions and sdviees This advice, he feels, is of absolutely _
no value sinece it usuelly consists of the recommendations of things
which he has already tried. These people are trying to help him, but
are ignorant and uninformed conecerning the problems of the blind with
the result that they succeed only in ammoying him, People are very
willing to help him scross streets and he appreeiates this help. Howe
ever, they of'ten bother him when he is resting, which annoys him, Om
one occasion a seeing man ran into him on the street and broke his
cane, leaving him stranded until someone else came to his assistance.

He has had "two legal wives and several illegal ones," but now
feels that "a good whore is better." This attitude is no doubt .
largely due to the fast that his wife left him when he lost his viaton,
Before beecoming blind, he never lacked female companionship, but has
found sinee that wamen have "no use™ for a blind men,

Obviously, he has not mede a satisfastory social adjustment in
the eyes of sighted people, although he is not unhappy except for per=
iods of despondency. He has been able to substitute new asetivities for
those which he hed prior to becomimg blind, He finds, however, that
blindness is a definite vocational handicap, end probebly will not de
any remunerative work as long as he is eble to receive his pensions,
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Case Vills Case VIII was born in Kamsas in 1882, It was
necessary for hin to help mpport the fanily beoause, when he was
still a béy. his fether died. He was able to finish high school, howe
ever, and attended the Mascachusetts Institute of Techuology om s
scholarships Simee thet time he hes worked as an electrieien, holding
several very responsible positions, Before becoming blind, howsver,
his fortunes had chenged end he was working on WePeAs He moved to |
Oregon prior to the World VWiar, end has been married but he and his
wife separated ten years ago. ;

He lost the sight of one eye five years ago, and the lim of
the other two years later. He has hed one eye opamted on &b the olinie
for cataract, but the operation was a failure, and he lost the little
sight he did have in that eye, He fesls that the failure of the opere
ation was due to the faet thet no ansesthebiec was used and o the poor
care given hims Becsuse of this experience he will not permit an opere
ation on the other eye except by particular surgeons, since he is
afraid he will lose what little sight remainse

He receives thirty dollars a month blind assistance, and lives
in a single room in a roeming house, where he pays ten dollars & monthe
He does his omm cooking, His room is equipped with a bed, chair,
dresser, two tables, a small gas stove with no oven, end bowes which
Serve as a pantrys The rugs are worn, snd the entire building is nome
%00 elean, The halls ars unlighted and dark, and the cockroaches quite
NUNErouse

Case VIII has but few friends, although he frequently goes out
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to visit the men working in electrieal shops where he has been eme

ployeds At the present time he hes a W,P.A, reader, Lile many of the
blind, his amusements consist almost entirely of reading either in
braille or the talking book and listening to the radie,

He has no desire to learn a trade because he does not feel that
he could meke much money and beceuse he would be in danger of losing
his blind essistence, He does not oare to go to the Blind Trade Schoel
becsuse he doss not believe they teach snything there which is of much
help to the blind, He has invented what he considers to be a very sate
isfactory highespeed electric motor, but has not hed sufficient money
to either patent or exploit it., He would like to do electrical mrk.
and reports that there is an electrical motor factory in Russia mmi
employs mostly blind men, However, he kmows of nothing of thh kind in
the Uniud Statess He feels that he could do eertain kinds of electries
al work, such es winding cortain types of eleetrical motors, and has
tried to find such employment, However, there are very few concerns
large enough to be able to employ & men vhose sbilities are so spee-
ialiged and limited, and no one seems vwilling to employ & blind men,

Case VIII has a very pleasing personality, and seems quite
intelligent, He probably belongzs to that smell class of blind people
who could be made wholly or partially selfesuffieiemt, although his age
is such that, even if it were possible to work towards voeational ree
habilitation, such efforts might be better spent upon & younger mane

Case IXs Case IX, o sixtyefour year old negro, first had :
trouble with his eyes in his youth beeause of granuler eyelids, However,
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¢his condition beecame better, and he was able to work as a porter

until sbout five or six years ogoe

Although he hes lived on the Pasifie comst all of his 1ife, his
work as a porter required that he move about. For this reason he is
not eligible for blind assistence in any state. He reseives thirteen
dollars & month general assistence and is living in a dean room ia a
large rooming house in the negro distriet im Portland, Friends help '
him some with gifts of elothing, and he has suffielent sight to do his

. own eooking, | -

L recently returned his talking book because it was meshanie
cally lupor!‘m. and he has no radio, MHost of his time 1§ spent visite
ing friends on the street cormer and listening to the redio of a friend
whp lives ssross the hall, He at ome time wamted to ember the Blind
wrm \th;ol, but there was no room there., He also desired to learn
braille, but the -nihbh teachers were busy snd ther» was a long waite
ing list, He still seems to wish to learn braille, but is meking no
specisl efforts to obtain a teacher, e sees sufficiently well to be
able to find his way around the streets with little assistance,

He is not in good health as he is very nervous and has high
blood pressure, for which he is receiving treatment et the elinie,
Because of his health condition he probebly will never be sble o obe
tain mlw. (

Swmerys These blind who are living alone are all found in lowe
priced rooming housese Their circle of friends is definitely limited .
in all cases, although they do not seem unheppy. Their adjustment to
blindness consists not in being able to do those things vhich ere done



by seeing people, but in substituting new activities tw} those

which they followed prior to the time they lost their visiom. Al of
them are older, being approximately sixty. ﬁ;ﬂ is hardly sny chence
for their rehabilitetion, Of this gnm;. only one seems to have the
necessary qualities to succeed, and lu is probably too old to make
training worth while. :

There is reason to believe, 00, that the sexual adjuciment of
the single adult blind men is & difficult ome, At lsast one petronised
houses of prostitution, end sll aduit thet they desire but do mot have
feminine cempenionshipe : _

No blind women were found who wers living aloms. This does not
' necessarily mean that there are none, but it does indicate mtﬁth-n“
are ﬁobu’bly very {eve *‘



APPENDIX €

CASE STUDIES OF BLIND WHO ARE LIVING WITH OTHERS

L. Capable bub Lesking in Mmbition

Lase X: Cese X is awwﬁumimm- ai‘ age.s He
lost his vision graduslly between the ages of ‘01# M eight, He did
not start school until he was eight beceuse he was losing his vision
and because he was having ap-;u-nim performed on his eyes. He ate
tended the o.-.im State School for the Blind for can year, follewing
which he was out of uhoci for two years because of illmess, He then
entered the public schools in Portland, completing grammer school ‘
after four years of actual school attendsnce, He was sble to do this
lergely bcmn he comes from em edueated family and because his mother
taught him at hene, He attended high sehool im Portland and hes had
two years of college work, He has also studied musie for one year in
Chicago and is evidently an excellent plenist, He returned from Chie
ecago because of his mother's illmess, and since her death he and his
hthuhwbmliﬂnghmortﬁchwmmmh’

Case X has nlnys assoeiated with sighted pooplo and r«u that
he hubualbhtcmﬂtm midlyonumuﬂ. footings He feels
that the mxmm of the -a.;ma to td.dnu his father rather then
himself mtﬂ. after they become asquainted mum the feeling on the
part of the sighted thet the blind are helpless, A

Exeept for the period spemt in school in Selem, he has never
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been separated from his family, Although he is sble to do mamy things
for himself, he is very dependent upon others end does not even leave
his hotel room umaccompenied, His time is spent largely listening to
the radio or phonograph or playing the piano, A rapid braills reader,
he prefers reading braille to listening to the talking books

He is an excellent musiclan, but he doés not feel that there
is any vocationel opportunity in this field, either for performing or
teaching, although he has never attempted to find work of this nature.
This attitude is in pert based upon the faet that it is extremely dif.
ficult for the blind to ddtain employment in sny fields I% also may im
pert be attributed to & retiomalisation of lack of ambition.

Although he has had encouwragement and help from his family in
obtaining an education, and although he ie evidently very capable and
has a pleasing personality, he has no desire to do things for himself,
His dependence is perhaps largely due to the attitudes of his family
towards blindness. He does not feel that the blind can expect to meke
@ living, and will probsbly remain dependent throughout his entire
life, . Should his father die, he would undoubtedly make his heme with
his mum vho is a physiclen in California,

_ No other cases of this partieulsr type were discovered in the
course of this study, but reading and interviews with workers for the
blind indicate that this case is typieal of one type of blind people,

2. Mentelly Defisient

XIs Case XI was born in Europe in 1900, He lost his vision

O B 00663
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st the ag of two months beesuse of cormeal uleers. After his pare
ents came to Oregon in 1907 he spent two years at the Oregon State
School for the Blinds, He feels that he did not make any progress al-
though he does not know for sure since at that time there ware no
grades at the school, Although there are no records to show the rease
on for his brief stay at the school, it is belleved that low mental
ity was an importemt Mu.l Examined by psychologists at the elinie
in Portland, he was reported as having "definite WMMO with
paremoidal delusional vendencles®,®

After leaving the blind school, Case XI stayed home, dntng
some work around the house, until 1924 when he emtered the Oregon Blind
Trade School, vhere he remained for thirteen years, He was dismissed
because of his mentel condition and beeause he had developed homoe
sexual tendsncies, He reports thet although he did work in the broom
and basket shops, he really did not learn any trades, and feela thet
even if he had learned a trade he would not be able t0 ewrn smything oube
side of the institution, At one time he tried to return to the instie
tution, but was told thet he could not because he had lemrned his trade.
At that time, he desired to return in order to make the mnmm his
homes Since leaving the institution he has been receiving thirty dole
lars a month blind assistence and has been living with his mother, He
has tried selling brooms, but was unable to meke any moneys

Case XI has a radio and talking book, but has no social life

1. Interview with the superintendent of the Oregon Blind Trade
2+ Records at the COregon Blind Trade Scﬁoo}.. |
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except for oceasionsl visits with blind friends made while he was i.l
the Blind Trade Schools He was bothered considerably when a boy by :
other ehildren who would tease him and throw rocks at him,

He sees well enough to get around the neighborhood and to do
same work et home, He seems content at present, and probably does not
particularly desire o work although he feels that he would like to have
e vending stand, Because of his blindness end his mental condition, he
will probably always remain dependent.

3. Physically Incapasitsted

Some of the blind have other physical handicaps as well as
blindness, Those of this neture are ineluded in this classification.

 Lase XII: Case XII was born in New Zealund of welleto-do pare
ents, Her father died when she was two years olde In her youth she
traveled in Europe and lived in England, While still a young girl,
in 1892, she left home and came to Americs, She stayed in Boston for a
while, vorking as & maid becauss she was too proud to send home for
money, She then moved to Portland, where she had a sister, and worked
there for some time, She soon took s homestead im Washingbon, glear=
ing the lend and raising the crops herself, Hot lonmg after teking
the homestead she g&rhd and has had seven children, five of whom are
s%ill living, While in Washington they were burned out three times,
the last tine being twentyeeight years agos Her Pirst husbend died
some time later. She remarried, and her present husband is now in the
asylum as the result of an accident,
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She beceme blind ten years ago, and is able to see only shad-
ows, OShe has no feeling im her fingers because she had a stroke,
hence she cemnot learn braille, Her legs "give way™ so that she is
unable to get outside except for occasional entomobile rides, She
is now receiving thirty dollers a month blind assistance and is living
in @ small apartment in en apartment house belonging to her daughter
and soneinelaw, who are also caring for two orphaned children of the
daughterts sisters uw‘ her daughter prepares her food, she prée
fers to eat alone since she is embarrassed and nervous when she spills
her food, _

An extremely active woman before she lost her sight, she was
very despondent upon first becoming blind, and wanted to dies She has
since become accustomed to her changed situation and is mot unhappye
Her religion has been @ eomfort to her. Becmuse of her physical cone
dition she would probably be unsble to work even if she were sighted.

Case XIIIs Cese XIII was born in Wilmington, Delawsre in 1865,
and when she was five her perents moved %o San Francisco, There were
eleven children in the family, but six died in their infaney. Her
femily, while not wealthy, was in good finaneiel conditions

When she was eighteen she married snd had ome child by her first
husbend, who died vhen she was twentyeone, 1In 1900 she merried egain
and, following the Sen Franeisco earthquake, moved to Portland, Shortly
after coming to Portland, the sight began to fail in one eye, with the
other following shortly afterwards. She has been unsble to read for
thirty years, md for seven years has been unable to see to get sbouts
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She has written, "Only those who have gome through such mn exper=

ience can fully understand what depths of despair can engulf ons,

and how futile that despair cen be. Slowly, but inereasingly, I began
%o realize that I was not only meking myself miserably wretehed, but
that I was makingeese(my husband) intemsely wnhappy.® It was only by
not permitting herself to think of her troubles thet this despair was
overcome, She had many lonely hours, but her time is now well occupied
with typing, braille reading, the radio, the talking book, end her hus-
beand's reading to her. She slso has several friends who come to vislt
here She is quite alert mentally, and has done a great deal of write
ing, mostly for her own amusement, although she has had m publisheds
Since her husband is well able to support her, she hes no finaneial
worries.

Case XIII has made a somewhat better adjustment to her blindness
then most of the blind in that she has been sble to find partieipatory
as well as viearious amusements, Unfortunately she has a rheumatic cone
dition which confines her to her home most of the time,

. Rind Moy Miyivg WAYS Spowes

A1l of the cases presented in this section are dependent blind,
They have, however, been sble to make & somewhat better adjustment than
those blind who are living alonee

Case XIV: Case XIV, the younger of two children, was born in
Texas in 1875. His parents were divoreed, end he lived with his mother
who traveled about the country as an army cook, Between 1875 and 1890
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he lived in Texas, New Mexico, Kansas, Indiena Territory, Missouri,
Michigem, Vermont, and finally returned to Texas, where he finished
high schoole After gredustion e lived in Wew Mexico for oms yeer
with his fether. When he was eighteen he was an assistant Sundey
School superintendent in Texas,

In 1898 he joined Roosevelt's Rough Riders as a packer, and saw
service in Puerto Rieo until the end of the year. He continued to work
as packer and aubulance driver for another year, and them for sixteen
years worked agz‘irmn. conduetor, engineer, and yerdmaster on sugar
cane treins mdumh driver for a construction company. In 1916
he returned to the United States ab the request of his motiwr,

While in Puerto Rico he had two children by a women shom he
never merried, This oinduil sl not considered to be immorsl, sines
only the wealthier people married, In 1908 he merried & Puerto Rican
who died in 1921 He remarried in 1932, but hes had no more childrens.

Since returning to the United States he hes been working as & .
porter on trains and in hotels. He came to Portland in 1918, Because
his eyes were failing, he was forced to quit work in 1936, and hes
sinee worked only for a short time, inm 1937, Blindness is caused by a
"elogged" optic nerve, and while there is nothing that cen be dome
for him, doctors report that there is some chance that sight mey return.

Case XIV is onewquarter negro, one-guerter Indian, snd onee
half Irish, Prior to becoming blind he was quite promiment in a negre
church, being one of the deacons, and was a member of a negro club,

He alse spent mueh time pleying whist emd pool. He has participated
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in none of these activities since becoming blind, and while he missed

them greatly at first he has become apcustomed to his ehanged situation
and is fairly happy. He now mem“hm.u largely with the talke
ing ook and the radie, Es bay Ret Sowvned Miaille bessnss ho 2esls
that he is too olds He gets out of the house only occasionally and then
only for short walks, but has a very few friends who come to visit him
infrequently, His wife is away from home most of the time working as

& WoP.A, housekeeper, so he does most of his own cooking, His wife's
work and the money pald them by one roomer furnish the only revenue

of the fanily, Because he was not sctually in the military service,
he is not eligidle for a service pemsion, and since he owns his home,
he is ineligible for blind sssistances :

Cese XIV does uot wish to go to the Blind Trade School becsuse
to do so would meen that he would have to be seperated from his wife
and because there would then be no ome home to look after the houses
He feels that he could learn a trade such as making brooms, baskets,
or belts, but also feels that if he were to enter the Oregon Blind
Trade School he would probably remain there indefinitely sinece so meny
things are rm-num the residents. "

Case XIV is another of that group of blind which has made a
social adjustment by becoming satisfied with a new way of living,

Lase XV Case XV is a sixtyeeight year old negro, He reeceived
e fourth grade education and worked in the coal mines until he came o
Oregon nine years ago, His first wife died when he was about thirty,
and he remarried twentyeone yesrs ago, He has two children, ome of
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whom is dead, and the other unknown, - :

After coming to Portland he worked as a hotel clerk wntil he
was foreed to quit in 193 beeause of his blindness, which is caused
by cataracts and disbetes, After losing his sight he and his wife
"lived on relief", Because of their impoverished condition they moﬂ
six or eight times a year as a result of their inability to pay rente
Friends helped them by giving them clothing and foods However, since
the blind assistance program has been operabing, he has been receive
ing $80,00 & month blind assistence while his wife receives $10.00 a
month general assistance.

~ Case XV does n&t«lthrb his blindness is a social handie

cape His wife takes him out to visit neighbors and friends, and he
reports that he never has been interested in perlor games or cards so
that he does not feel "left out™ in this respects :

He feels that he is well situated finanelelly at present, and
has no desire to work or to ember the Trade School, because he feels
that the state will conmtimue to care for him, \

Case XVIs Case XVI is now fiftyeone years of sgoe He has a
seventh grade edueation and has been working in logging cmups sinee he
was fourteen, His first wife died twentyefive years ago, and he re-
married nine years ago. He has been blind for sbout seven years, as
the result of an accidents After his sight failed, he worked on emere
geney relief work on roads, but was finally foreced to quit in 1937, Since
thet time he has been receiving blind assistance to the extent of
§30400 a month, His wife has received excess commodities and soms
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clothes from the sewing project, but at present is not receiving auy
kind of assistance, She 1s unable to work beesuse of 111 health,

They ere having a hard time financially, snd have found it necessary
to move often because of inability to pay rent, He feels that blinde
ness closes all possible voeational opportunities, but does not
feel thet 1t is in any way a soeial handicaps

He hes a talking book, but reports diffieulty im obtaining
recordse On the whole, both he and his wife are quite critieal of all
of the progrems for the benefit of the blind, They feel that the blind
assistance is insuffieiemt, that the readers sre incapablé and the
administrators of the progrem too critiecal and too minute in their
supervision, that the telking book progran is poorly administered and
the selections poorly chosen, that the Lions' Club Christmes perty is
nonsense and a weste of money, and that the sending of blind to syme
phony coneerts could be bettver changed to sending them to baseball
gemes,

Case XVIIs Case XVII wes born in 1898, HNe received a fifth
grade education, end has worked at common labor all of his life, part
of the time as a painters He has been married nine years to a woman
about twenty-five years his senior, Because of optie atrophy, his sight
began to fail sbout six years ago, At the time he was doing road
works At sbout this time he began working on W,P.A. and continued this
work until his sight became so bad that he was discharged, He received
relief for a short time, and then entered the Blind Trade School for
8 period of about two months. Sinee leaving the Trade School, or for
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& period of about two years, he has been reeeiving thirty dollars
e month blind assistance, His wife receives tigl&im dollars a
month old sge assistance, For & short time after leaving the institute
iom he made baskets et home, where he was able to make five or six
dollars a month by working seven hours a day., He finally gquit this
work because of the low ineome provided, because the price of the base
kets was cut by the Blind Trade School, and becsuse the work required
tm he have his hands in :vl:bu' nuch of the time, which ageravated &
rhtmuo‘ condition in his back which resulted from an ”?vim.

He personelly disliked the institution in Portlend because he
wished a home of his own, although he feels thet it is en excellent
- plase for blind persons who do not csre for their own heme,

. Be finds that his blindness makes it hard to get around, but has
meny friends in the neighborbood mevertheless, He is sble to walk
around in the immediate neighborhood without too much difficulty, ale
though like many other blind persoms, he finds that too much walking
makes him extremely nervous. He is also able to do some work around
his home, Although blind, he is eble to mow the lewn and chop wood,
although the results are not always too satisfactory., Ne has not tried
‘bolmnmullmdéanmmchhﬁtﬂmmhfuh
that the talking book is superior to either.

He feels that, on the whole, sighted people are very helpful and
considerate, although oocasionally some are found who will not offer
to help him across the street or who are inconsiderste in their driving,
Sighted people do not umderstand the blind or their cepabilities, which
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often contributes to their dependences Their foolish guestions l::
often annoying, He feels that one of the greatest needs of the blind
ot the present time is education for the sighted so that they will
know better how to treat the blinde

Case XVIII is = blind couple who have been married sinee 1938,
The husband has o blind brother (now dead) who mérried & partislly
sighted women. He received a seventh grade education and worked on
ferms until he becane blind st the age of twentyesevens For sight years
he lived in Portland doing odd jobs, such as putting in wood, as mush
as his little vision would permit. W:hs this period he ate at
Grendma's Kitohen and slept in flop houses where he paid fifteen cembs
uﬂmm—mm He memaged to "get by" in this way, Froem 1934 to
ma«n«ammmnawmsem_mmmmmw
brooms at & wage of seven cents an houre

His wife, who is also hard of huwhmz become blind at the age
of ten because of measless She attended the Blind Bukaolhﬁafl.m,fw
nine years end then spent three years at home transeribing in braille.
She entered the Gregon Blind Trade Scheol in 13, | :

 They were married in 1936, when they left the Blind Trade School.

Sinee thab time, each has received thirty dollars a month blind assise
‘tance, For a short tine after leaving the institution, they made base
kets in thelr home, but did not find 1t remmerstives .

mzammmmamummumnm.mum
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& daughter about two yesrs old whom physiciens have pronounced to be

mmm. They report that the Publie Welfare Cammission did
not like their having a child, and requested that one of them be sterie
' lized. This operation, however, has not been performed although they
do not plan to have more childrens
They are living in a clean, well-kept spartment in an old and
- rather run down wooden apartment house in a residential district in
Portland, bﬁt are hoping to be sble to move inte a house in the near
. futures They have friends, both blind and sighted, in the neighborhood
end do not consider their blindness to be a sosial handiesp although
. their cirele of friends is rather limiteds They do feel that their
blindness is a definite vocatiomal handicap, and are dependent upon the
sixty dollars o month blind sssistance which they receives

6. "Suceessful” Blind

Case XIXs Case XIX lost the sight of one eye when he was eight
years old, end the sight of the other when he was nineteen, He hes ree
ceived a £ifth grade educstions Since becoming blind he has operated
a popecorn stand, which he geve up beeause of competition, proved up &
homestead, lived with relatives and at the Blind Trade School, and opere
ated a small hotel, At present he has a broom shope ‘

He entered the Blind Trade School in 1923, living there spase
modically until 1925 because he was still proving up on his homestead snd
had to go to Bastern Oregon to spend the necessary time on this prop-
ertye He obtained clear title to this property in 1925, end remained



, 198
in the Trade School until 1928, While there he caned chairs and

worked in the broom shops, Although he was averaging from eighteen
to twenty dollers a week and was allowed to stay in the institution
free of charge, he did not desire to remain there permanently. In
1928 he sold his homestead and left the Trede School to operate a
hotel in The Dalles. He was married in October, From 1929 to 1934
he worked in Portland as a broom salesman, and since thet time he has
‘been operating his own shop, It was possible far him %o establish his
ovn shop because he had some money left from the sale of his property
in The Dalles and because & private charitable organizetion loaned him
money for this purposes At the present time he owne his own home and
shops He has four children, Everything is now mortgeged, but he exe
pects to be sble to "pull through" since his shop is running regulerly
and since he has in the past slweys been able to make emough to pey his
debts promptly, He now has ten blind men working steadily end three
irregularly, and has had twelve and thirteen working steadily for hime
Of those working at present, seven are door to door salesmen and one
‘@ vholesals salesmans The remainder are working in the shope

He does not feel that his blindness is e soclal handieap, for he
end his sighted wife have many friends with whom they visit. He does
feel that blindness is a @ﬁnﬂm voecetional handicap, but believes that
he will be able to make a success of his business,

Case XXs Case XX was born blind and has two blind brotherse
He was educated at the Oregon State School for the Blind, and after
graduation spent one year at home, In 1926 he éntered the Oregon Blind
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Trade School where he remained uptil 1933, Since then he has worked
making and selling brooms and tuning piamos. He has been married
%0 o sighted women for four yesrse At present he is making brooms
and tuning pisnos, which gives him a total income of sbout fifty
dollers per month, A very proficient broom meker, he has had no dife
fieulty in obtaining employments

Although he feels that blindness definitely limits voeational
opportunities, he has no difficulty im finding employment himselfs

~ Case XiIs Case XXI is & young man sbout twenty-six years of
age, He lost his sight at the age of thirteen as the result of m
accident, Following the loss of vision he remained home for three
years before entering the Blind School in Salem, He remained inm the
Blind Sehool for three years, and in addition to the regulsr subjects
learned to tune pismos, After leaving the school he stayed home for a
period of four mare years, doing some tuning and singing but for the
most pert remaining imactive, Beeause he was unsble to find work et
home, because he disliked inactivity, and beeause his family tended to
do too much for him, he left home and came to Portland to enter the
Blind Trade School, where he remained for about one year, For two
yeers he reoceived blind assistance, stayed in a private home in Porte
land, and did some tuning and singing, About ten momths ago it was
suggested to him that he take over a vending stand, He was able 4o bore
row three hundred dollars from a Portland business man for the purpose
of purchasing the stand and supplies, and has been in the stend since
that time, At first he mede but little sinee the man vho had
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previously operated the stand had made & failure of it, but he hes

since been able o build up & lerger volume of trade wntil he clears
sbout $45,00 a month at present, He also is receiving $30.00 a month
blind assistence vhile he is repaying his losn, There is reason to
believe that Case XXI will become economically self-sufficient with
uoiwm being limited to free rent on his stand,

Case XXI has evidently made a very satisfactory soeial adjuste
ment. At first he was somewhat despondent over losing his sight bee
m:; it was no longer possible for him to participate in the sports
end games of the boys of his ages He also found it very diffieult te
make friends, He would sttend social functions in his rurel neighbore
hood, but found it virtually impossible to open a conversation himself,
People who imew him seldam talked to him at these gatherings because
they did not inow what they should talk aboube After he learned o
sing, however, they would stop to congratulate him for his performance
which would serve as m.epmng for further conversation, He learned
%o dance vhile et the Blind Sechool in Salem and states that he has
never felt handicapped in finding feminine companionship and thet he
hes almost alweys had & "girl friend", slthough in & few instences the
girls' parents would discoursge their friendship because they were
afraid it night beeome too serious, At the present time he is going
with & girl whose family heertily epproves of the romance and whose
‘sister, in partieuler, seems to wish that they merry, However, he does
not seen %o be seriously considering merrisge at the present largely
becauss he does not feel that he is yet in the position to support a
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m.,

Case XXI is intelligent and has & very pleasing personality,
His stand is well kept and he knows how to meet his customers and
moke friends, He is by no meens as confined as many of the blind,
He lives ten blocks from his stand and walks baek and forth dally
by himself, He frequently attends social functions, goes on pienies,
and goes to dances, He is a very good exanple of & blind man who has
made & very excellent social and ecomomic adjustment to blindness.

. Case XXI has found for the most part that sighted people treat
the blind very well, Strangers, however, frequently give evidence of
not understanding the blind and ask many personal questions and pgive
valueless advice. He reports one ineident in whieh en old lady opened
& conversation with a remark such as "Oh, you poor, poor blind man, It
must be terrible not to be able to ses, Isn't there anything I can do
for your" However, when he suggested that he m}d make good use of &
couple of dollars, she disappesred, This .kui.#nk. he feels, exemplifies
the shellowness of this type of sympathy, He told of a number of simie
ler instences, all of which were given as examples of the more hume
orous side of life,

Swmnarys The blind who are living with others (such as a
spouse, relatives, friends, ete,) seem to have made s much better soeial
adjustment then those who are living alone. Even vhere two blind
people are living together with mo other people in the home, the live
ing eonditions are definitely more cleanly than are the living conditions
of the lone blind mem, Furthemore, the blind who are living with
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others do not feel that their blindness is as great a social handie
cap, although some of them have been forced to change the nature of
their soeial relationships, Some of them, in fact, feel that their
blindness is a definite soclal advantage, as they feel that their
eircle of friends hes increased since the loss of their sight, The
reason for this is not diffieult ¢o find, for the blind man living
with a sighted m- has a companion who mekes it her responsibility te
see that the blind man mekes friends, and people are more willing to
visit with the blind man becsuse they feel that they are doing him e
favors Any blind person living in sny family group has a similer ade
vantage over the blind person who is living by himself,

Vhether or not a blind percon is able to beeome econcmieally
self-sufficient is dependent, not upon whether or not he has ettended
the Oregon Blind Trade School, but upon whether or ot he has the pers
sonality qualifications and the intellizence to make a success. On
the basis of evidence in these case studies, those who make satisface
tory economic adjustment are also the ones who meke the most satisface
tory sociel adjustment. Only three cases of what might be considered
economicsl Iy suceessful blind persons sre included in these studies,
This does not mean that there are only three such blind persons in the
states 1t is apporent that the mmber of such successful blind is soe
emxyvmmxmwmdmmmmm of blind in the
state, .

Without getting into combact with all the blind in the state,
there can be no absolute certainty thet the cases presented here are
typleal, However, beceuse certain similarities are to be found throughe
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out snd beecause no really "different" cases were being found at the

time this study hed to be terminated, it is believed that they do
give a fair pieture of the blind in this states <



APPENDIX D

CASE STUDIES OF STUDENTS OF THE OREGON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

1. Low “‘kﬂng

Case XXIIs Cese XXII is eight years old and in kindergartens
His blindness is caused by congenital catarsets, and he has light .
porception enly, He is a poor to sverage student with averege sundnst.
His father, a beker's helper, carns §23,00 weekly m& has six depen=
dents, The fenily is heavily in debt, The mother, thirty years old,
hes five childrem, Cese X'II has a twin brother who hes badly orossed
eyes with an internal squint, but who sees well enough to attend pube
lic schoole The twins were born premeturely, which the mother thinks
accounts for the fasct that her blind son has not progressed well in
schoole Other ressons, however, are more significant.

When hie mother found that he was blind ahi was quﬁt upset and
414 not know what to dos largely through ignorsmee, she kept her son
in bed for the first three years of his lifes Vhen he was found by &
county case worker he was absolutely helpless, badly m&wm and
had bed sores, As soon as a suiteble home for hh‘amld be found, he
was boarded outs He remained in thin private home, vhere conditioms
were much betier, until he ceame to the Oregon State School for the Blind,
Although this family did sll that it was able to do for m child,
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and helped him a great deal, it was unable to do as much for him as

it might have done had it been trained in this type of worke At
one time he was almost sent to Felrview, but two Portland psychoe
logists refused to sign the commitment papers, evidently feeling that
his condition was due more to his enviromment than to eny innate mene
tal deficiency.

Case XXII has not been allowed to return to his home during
the past two sumners because of his wmfavorable home conditions, Last
suwmer he was privately boarded, et the expense of the county, with
his house mother at the Salem school, This summer he is remaining
st the school, half of his expéhses there being paid by his perents.

f md half by the sountys

, n-mbmruuuaawmzmmuuuwwyxn :
I.,Qs Tested in May 1937 with the HayeseIrwin revision of the Binet
test, his 1,Q. was found to be su&yuia, One year later it was found
to be fifty-eight; two years later, fiftyeones According to this,
the school has not been eble to help Case XXII, The superintendent
points out, however, that he is being teught and is lesrning those
things vhich would ordinarily be taught only to youngsters at lesst
three years younger then he, Those his own age are making much more
rapid progress in more advanced fields, vhich means that, in this ine
stance, much ac_;rk is necessery to prevent the 1.Qe from falling, Ale
though his I,Qs hes evidently fallen some, the superintendent feels
that they are malking definite progress and thet there is still consider=
eble hope thet he will show improvement, He is not certain that this
will happen, for there is mo previous record of any similer case ever
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having been worked upon, He feels however, that the time end money

being spent on this child is not being wasted as long as there is
ruaeh to believe that ‘»hn ean be saved from ﬂu fecble-minded home,
Should the experiment fail, it will give valuable experience should &
similer cese appear in the tuﬁrﬁ It is still too early to make any
predictions concerning the future of Case XXII, He requires a great
deal of individual attention, but his eonduet is not such as would in
any way harm the other studemts, In some instenees, children of low
I1,Q+ have been discharged from the institution for this cause even when
there was some reason to believe that thia evidenced low memtelity was
largely the result of lsek of treining,

Case XXIIIs Case XXIII is now thirteen and in the third grade.
ltw he was born he spent ten months in the hospital because it was
necessary %o operate for an sbnormal intestinel condition. He was
born with cataracts, and has only light perception. His father is a
logger, but his parents have been separated for several yoars, His
mother now keeps an spertment house., There are four other children inm
the family, but none ere abnormal, : ;

Case XXIII entered the blind school when he was sevens His 1.Q.,
according to the Hayes-Irwin revision of the Binet test, was seventye
eight in 1953; the same test gave an I.Q, of seventyefour in 1937,

His mother feels that his slow progress in school is due, mot o poor
ability, but to slow development resulting from his having spemt conside
erable time in the hospital when a baby, She also feels that he has
definite musical talent, but he has not been permitted to take up musie
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at the school because his teachers have not found him to be musie

cal end because he eamnot read braille well enough to read music.

Case XXIII hes not made a good soeial adjustment, either at
home or at school, because of his inability to get along well with
others, His sppearance and personality ere against him, and he has a
speoeh difficulty resulting from lack of muscular coordination and am
excess flow of selive, His future is not too bright. His lack of
progress in school indicates thet the sehool has dome sbout all that
it can for him, and, because he is so badly retarded, he is becoming
somewhat of a behavior problem, For these reasons he will probably not
remain there much lonzer. He will undoubtedly always remain a total
dependent; probably it will be necessary that he be placed in some
state institution unless his relatives remain in a position to cere for
him,

2. Partially Sighted

Case XXIV: Case XXIV is nine years old and in the third grade,
He entered the blind school in 1938 after attending publie school for
one year and receiving a conditiomal promotion. He was a behavier
problen in publie u!moi; because he did not see well enough t0 com=
pete with the other children on an equal basis, He has one sister.
His father is = fireman and is sble to provide for the femily., Case XXIV
has a visusl acoulty of 20/200 in both eyes with correcting lenses.
He has a grandnother in the asylum, but the nature of her diffieulty
was not knovn at the blind schools
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The mvu-wa revision of the Binet test given in 1987
gave his 1.Q. as 117, The seme test, given in 1988, gave an I.Qe of
111, He is now a good student with aversge conduct, During the
school year, he lives at the school, although he is & resident of
Salem. In spite of his low vision he is able to read large print,
and seemg to be rather talented in painting, He has made a good ine
stitutional sdjustment, During the swmmer he plays normally with other
¢hildren, baseball being about the only common game in which he cannot
campete, He does feel loft out in this respect, howevers
Case XIV is still too young to hawe any wocational ambitions,
Beeause of his superior intellsct, his pleasing persomality, and his
good home situation, there is reasun o believe thet he mey be one of
those few blind who will be able to meke a satisfactory sconomic ade
 justment later in lifes Although he has some vision end has been e¢lassie
fied as partially sighted here, his vision is so low as to be of ques=
tionable velue to him when he desires to find employments Besause of

the youth of Case XXIV, prediction of any kind is hazeardouse

Case m;;cm‘m.oumuumnmavm. Ho
entered the hlm school in February, 1938, and hed attended pudblie
school for fw;; ﬁua praviom»ﬁ thet time, His I.Q., sccording to
the Binet test, is Wﬁu. His grades snd conduet -u?g poor to
aversge, although he has done very poor work in wlemo. He has
one brother and two sisters, His father is o service station attendant
and makes $60,00 per month, e bDeeame "blind" at the age of tenm, and
his vision in the right eye is 20/30 snd in the left 20/40, He is
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perhaps the best sighted student at the school, and there has alweys

been some question in the minds of the superintendemt, the doctors,
and his parents as to whether or not he really belomged in the schools
It hes been decided that he should retwrn to the public schools this
coming year, |

At first he disliked the blind school, but his work improved
after he tremsferred from the publie schools, end he likes it very
well now. His mother is quite concerned with his futwe and his schole
ership, and the femily is evidently very cooperative with the superine
tendent, A resident of Salem, he lived at the sehool for ome yeer, but
has sinee lived at homes -nﬂxwzh his father has a squint in one eye,
his mother reports that doctors have told her thek thers is mo evi-
dence which would indicete thet his eataracts are of sn hereditery
natures

During the time he hes been at the blind school he has not been
& particularly good student either from the stendpoint of conduet or
scholarships Part of his difficulties were no doubt due to maledjuste
ments resulting from the faect that his vision was, comperatively spesks-
ing, superior, However, he had met with similer problems of adjustment
in public school due to his poorer visions 8Since he has been in the
Plind school his vision has improved annaie_l«rmh and he has lesrned
betier how to meke full use of wint he hass There is reason to believe
that, because of these conditions, he will now be able to make & normal

adjustment in public schoolse

Case XXVIs Case XXVI is fifteen years old and will be &

B
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sophomore in high school when sehool reopens. She entered the blind
school in 1988, after having attended public school for seven years
and completing seven grades. According to records at the institute
ion, her grades ere aversge to exeellent, her ettitude good. She has
ome brother and tw sisters, ell of vhom ere normsl. Her father is
e occesional lsborer, and is "able to provide"® for the family. She
has a visual scoulty of w/w:aw right eye and 20/200 in her lefty
visual difficulty is ceused by hyperopias She has a Wrother and mm :
uncle who squint, Ascording to & KvhlmsneAnderson test given in 1938,
her 1.Qs was ninetyefour; according to a Binet test given this yesr,
her 1.Q¢ is 99, AR

Case XXVI 1ikes the Blind School mueh better than publie scheol
beeause she finds the teachers less eritical and more understending and
helpful in the Blind 30139_03, Although she has never lived at the
school, she never returns home before late evening as she remains for
the afternoon setivities and for the resding period in the evemings

Beeause she has considerable vision, she has never folt that her
visual difficulty was a social handicape She doss feel, however, that
she does have a vocational handicape At one time she hoped to become
& tapedancer, but has given up this ideas Che now hopes to do stenoe
graphie work vhen she finishes high sehool, although she has not yet
definitely deeided upon this as a career., She is planning to do seme
vork in the offices of the Blind School next year to find out just how
much she is capsble of doings As she is pertially sighted, both she
and the superintendsnt feel that she could do such work if oo much fine

Be Application for admission,
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reading is not required, and there are a mmber of such positions

available,

Case XXVIIs Case XXVII is fifteen years of age and is a sopho=-
more in high school, He entered the Blind School in 1938 after ate
tending publie school for ten yearss According to a Binet test given
in 1939, his I.Q. is ninety-eight. He is an average student with good
conducts He hes two brothers. His father is in the tuberculosis sani-
terium, but his mother is able to support the family by working as a
housekeeper and receiving §42,00 a month aid to dependent children,

He has & visual sceulty of 20/60 in one eye amd 20/120 in the other.
Pertly because of the finencial condition of the family, he has been
living in the school although a resident of Salems During the sumer
he is working on a farm milking cows and doing general chores, snd
seems to like his work,

Vhen it was first suggested that he might be able to advanse
more repidly im his school wark if he transferred to the Blind School,
both he and his mother were opposed to such a change, but both are mow
well pleased. Case XIVII sees suffielently well to meke & normal
social adjustment, but his vision 1z not quite good emough for him te
do regular school worke He has made a satisfactory institutional adjuste
ment. He somebimes fecls that he would like to leern mechsnicsl em-
gineering, but his vision is probebly not adequate for this type of
work although he is not neerly es seriously hendicepped vosstionally
6s many of the blind in the schools He is aﬁlum‘ym%Mtw
really definite voeationel desirese
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Case XVIIIs CaseXXVIII is sixbeen years of sge and in the
eighth grade at the Blind Schools Before entering the Blind Schéel in
1935 he attended publie school for three years, completing three
gredes, He has two sisters who are evidently perfectly normal. His
father, impﬂ&n. is of average financial conditiom. His vision
is 20/200 in both eyes with correeting lensés, Poor vision is caused
by econgenital nystagmuse !

Aceording to the superintendent, he was a nonereader in publie
schoolss He had been pushed back and repeatedly told f!ou can't do
thet"™ with the result that he was rather peculier and guite noigye- °
probably in an effort o attract attention which was not otherwise given
him, Since coming to the Blind School, he has become a fairly good
student and has made & good soeial adjustment, His improvement is, in
M. due to a good home situstioms A resident of Salem, he hes
boarded at the school for only one yesr, In May, 1938 & KuhlmaneAnder-
son test gave him an I.Q. of seventys A Binet test in 1989 gave an
1.Q. of 93, Most of this differemce is probsbly due to sn Gctual ine
crease in mental sge, while part of it may be due to'utfnrmdau in
the tests, the testing situstion, and similar rather intengible circume
stences, : _

Case XXVIIT 1liked publie school, but feels that he gets more
individual attention and lsarns more at the Blind Schools Beeause he
has suffioient vision to ride a bleyele and do most of the things that
are done by beys of his age, his visual handicap has not been a social
handicap, Like most boys his age, he is still not mzm, as to what
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occupation he would like to follow, He fecls that he would like to

be a redio news commentetor, and spends some time visiting the local
radio station during news broadeasts, at which times he is sometimes
allowed in the studio with the ennouncers The opportunities for work
of this mature ere extremely limited, however, and usually require that
the individusl have some technical radio abilityeeability which he proe
bably will not be able to develop because of his vision, s speech
and emuedation ab present would nob qualify him for sush a position,
sl kough 6 wight Huieovsy « The wobability, however, is that he will .
enter some other field of endeavor, for es he grows older he will re-
alize the impractieslity of his present nbitior and the oceupation will
lose its glamour, He is not too badly handieapped visually, and sees
uu,cmngh o do most kinds of work not requiring particularly good
visions There is every reason to believe thet he will eventually meke
& sabisfactory economic adjusiment, although he is still too youmg te
be able to draw any very definite conclusions,

Case XXIX: Case XXIX is eighteen and has  visual acoulty in
mrmt-nofmﬂmmaumxmmorwfm. His father is
& locomotive engineer, but has not been working steadily, According to
& Fuhlmen-Anderson 'un given in 1936, his I,Q. is 109; according to
an Otis test given in 1987 it is 100, Blindness is due to a pre=
natal Mwy. Case mx vntered the 'nund'&mool when he was in the
ow grede, heving previously attended sightesaving classes in Porte
lande While in school he m a poor to averege student, with good
conduct, He feels that the school in Galem has done him more good
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then all of the thousands of dollars which have been spent on his

eyes. He disliked the sightesaving classes in Portland, but feels
that they are now doing much better worke

He sees sufficlently well that he has virtually no problem
of social adjustment, His vision is better than it was when he first
entered the Blind School, and while he still can not see well enough
to drive a car or keep books, his vision is sufficient for most kinds
of work, GSince his gradustion last spring, he has been working in &
saniterium, vhere he takes care of the furnace, makes beds, cleans,
assists the petients about the building, and does similar work which mey
be requireds For this work he recelves $20,00 a month and his board and
reu. He is not pmmg to remain in this work permenently, but is
hoping to get something betters

8¢ Totally Blind

Case XXXs Although Case XXX has light perception, he is ine
cluded with the totally blind because his vision is much less than tm
of any of the cases presented as partially sighteds

Case XZX is ten years old and in the first grade. Both of his
parents vork as mattress mekers, M‘mith-r they nor elther of his
two brothers or two sisters ave blind, Fis blindness is ceused by
congenital cataracts. He did not enter school until 1938 because he
was having operations on his eyes and because his mother did not wamt
him %o leave homes According to the Hayes-Irwin revision of the Binet
test, he has an I.Q. of 115, He is an aversge to excellent student, and
has good conduet, He has made an excellent institutional adjusiment,
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He doss not feel "loft out" of the gemes in his meighborhood,
and spends e great desl of time playing the usual gemes with his
friends, DBaseball is about the only game whiech is played in which ]
he ean not competes During the sumer he is also selling magazines,
putting in some wood, and doing other miscellaneous edd jobs in the -
neighborhood, Although he is not meking much money, he is doing
quite well for & boy his sge and is evidently very ambitiouss He is
to have another operation on his eyes this summer, which may restore
some of his vision,

' Case XXX is still too young to have any ﬁdmgc vocational
ambitions, Like memy boys his age, he now wishes to W an avie
stor, but this is prebably nothing more than a childish desire. Besause
~ of his intellizence, his ambation, snd h:ll plguing personality, he
should be sble to become one of the more successful blind,

Case XXXIs Case XXXI attended the public schools of FPortland
for two and M‘u years, comploting three years of worke He then
. suffered a brain tumor and was out of school for about twe years. His
blindness resulted from this illness. Since entering the Blind
School, he has proven to be an excellent student with excellent eons
ducts His institutional adjustment has been very subisfastory., A
Hell test given in 1935 showed him to have an I,Q. of 105; a Kuhlmane
Anderson test glven in 1936 showed his 1.Qs o be ninety, while a Hayese
Irwin revision of the Binet test glven in 1937 showed his I.Qs to be
127, 1In spite of his missing school, he is able to maintain his agee
grade level, for he is fifteen and will be a sophamore next yeer, His



father is an auto mechenic who covers a large territory for the come
pany for which he warks, He evidently has a very good home situetions
Case JOUI definitely nisses many of the activities in which he
would participate were he not totally blind, He does do what he can,
howevers For exenple, he is able to play a fair game 5!" eroquet "by
" ear", and has worked out a system for riding the bisyele whereby he
pumps and his brother steers. He has but very few friends outside of
the sehool md during the present sumer he hes been quite imsstive,
although he has done a little piemo tuning end some practieings
The superintendent of the Blind Sehool feels that Case XXXI is extremely
musical and could probebly nske & living either tuning or tesshing,
end Case XXXI is planning this kind of work as his life vocation, The
superintendent dlso feels that he is worthy of colleges A very intellde
gent and talented young man, with parents who are willing and able to
give him a reasonsble smount of assistence, he should prove to be one ”
of the more successful blind,

Case XXXIIs Case XXXII, now twenty years old, received her
edugation at the Blind School in Selem, finishing high school last
spring, Aeccording to an Oth test given in 1937, her I.Q. is 108; a
HayeseIrwin revision of thc Binet test givcn tn ths same yeear gave her
1,9 as 109, %mmmagooélmmscuhom Her
father does "genersl work" and is able to provide for his three child.
ren, Case XXXII has been blind since she was four, She has been
humored by her perents, who at one time sent her o Califernia to



teke dancing lessonse The school there, however, dismissed her bew
eause she did not have ability as a dencers '

Since her graduation from high school she has been living at
the Blind Trade School in Portland where she is lesrning weaving, not
as an occupation but for her own enjoymente Although she likes the
Trade School and has no eriticimss to make, she does not wish Yo res
main there permanently because she does not esre for institubional life.
She is still undecided as to what she would like %o do as a vocations
She has expressed a desire to attend Qregon State College to take
work in home economies, sgaim, not as a voeation, but for her own enjoye
ments There is some possibility thet the committse administering the
blind reader's fund might give her sssistance in this connectlons ZThere
is reason to belisve that she would like to merrye ;

Case XXXII is a very attractive yms lady with a pleasing pere
sonality. According to the supsrintendent of the school in Salem,
she has the intelligence and personalily to make a success of opere
abing & vending stend, and she would sccept & stand if ome were given
here

Sumnarys A study of the records at the Oregon Blind School
indicates thet these eases are typical, and the superintendent of the
school feels that they represent a very falr crossesection of the stue
dents in the school, ‘

Pragtically all of those students who are old enough to have
any understanding of their vogcabional problems recognize thet they are
miounl; handicapped in this respect, Like most people of grade and
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high sehool age, however, they have mot given too much considerstion
to their future end have not yet selected their life's work,  Most
of those covered by this study and most of those in the school sre
still much too younmg to be able to tell a great deal chbout thelr
future sdjustments, Some of them, however, give certain indications
of their future prospeets. Of the group covered in this study, five seem
%o have the qualifiscations for successs Two of these, however, are
really too young to be able to make any accurate predictions; two are
Just out of high sehool end ome of these is already beginning to estabe
lish himself; the fifth, Cese XXXI, is now in high schoole That all
of these will be sble to succeed is doubtfuls For the present they
seen to have the qualificetions, but when they go out imto the world and
receive the "hard knocks" to which young persons are subjected, loss of
ambition is a probability.

Of the remaining ceses offered here, two are mental problems.
Although Case XXII may show considersble improvement, it is doubtful
that he will ever become supsrior, which is necessary if the blind pere
son is to meke & successful adjustment, The other four are merely
"average”, but because they are not totally blind they nay be sble to
make adequate adjustmentse
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