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III . Hypothesis ly 
A. No clear distinguished groups would a pear 

.1 . impossible to distinguish roups from results of the clumping 
process or 

~ 2. groups that did appear had no syst matic differences that 
could demonstrate any clear t . i ng , ordering, or cla sifieation 
system. (i . e . lttx~x no SES groups could be distinguished and 
therefore no stratification system. ) 

B. Clearly distinguished groups would a pear 
1. Clear cut , significant differenc s would a pear in distrib

utions of the variables used in clustering, but no signif
icant differences would be detennined in other variables 
perta"ning to life styl s . '!nus socio-economic status 
grou s could ge apparent, but no conclusive evidence 
sugge in the existence of a strati ication system would 
be apparent . 

2. Clear cut significant differences would a ear in both 
the comparison of v ri bles used in clum ing and in the 
comparison of distributions of other life- st le variables . 

--t c. Significant differences would appe r in both v riables used 
in the clustering proce sand in tho e pertaining to life styles , 
but the differences }4m}!i: between groups would not be significant 
enough and the varainces and tandard deviations woul b too 
great to say that the groups were discrete , iBstead an overlapping 
of the groups along a soci o-economic continuum would ~iseem to 
occur . 
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III . D. Definitions 
1. Sample: A sample is defined to be the entire group of 

individuals that were submitted to the clumping process 
at any one time . 

2. Group : Any part of the sample that appears to be clearly 
distinguished from the res of the sample will be designated 
a group . 

J . Clearly distinguished groups: When in the clum i ng process 
a group of individuals is within a certain distance of 
each other in then-space and no other individuals are 
within thpt distance of any members of that group, then 
that group is said to be clearly distinguished from the 
others . 

4. Systematic differences : When char cteri s ics of indi vidual 
and related variables hold throughout each subsample and 
are consistent within the sample , then ystematic differences 
are said to occur. (e . g. : Tendencies for lower income, 
occu ational and educational levels tend to hold for all 
family members and the individu ls in the s am le al o tend 
to have lower quality homes or l ~ve in less d sirable areas .➔ 

5. Significant difference: The difference between th mean 
of a variable in any group and the mean of that ~ariable for 
the total sample is defined to be significant if the difference 
between the mean being considered and the mean of th total 
s ple is greater than or equal to of the mean of the 
total. 

6 . SES (Socio-Economic Status): The position of an individual 
or group within sample with res ect to the other members 
of the sam le in regar to factors relating to economic or 
social pres ige and/or power within the community (e . g . income , 
education, oceu a ion, type of home) will be defined as SES . 

7. Stratification System: A stratification system or social 
class system will be said to exist if the v rious SE group 
as defined in 6 exist and may be distinguished b styles of 
life that are uniform with the group and unique between the 
groups or within the sam le . 




