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THESIS ABSTRACT


Wei Zhang


Master of  Music


School of Music and Dance


June 2023


Title: The Bride with White Hair


        The Bride with White Hair is a three-movement chamber piece composed for flute and 

string quartet. The music is a homage to the famous Chinese martial arts novel The Bride with 

White Hair by Liang YuSheng. The protagonist of the novel is a strong, brave, and talented 

woman who comes to realize who she really is and what she wants to accomplish in life. The 

moral of the story is that all women of the world should learn to love and respect themselves 

before falling in love with others. 

.  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¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ Ü
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                                 Background of the story 

The bride with white hair, whose original name is Lian Nishang, is a female character who is 

the main character in a Chinese martial arts novel written by Liang Yusheng, titled The Bride 

with White Hair. It tells the story of the cool autumn of the 43rd year of the Wanli (Lunar 

Calendar) of the Ming Dynasty. Zhuo Zhonglian, the governor of Yungui, left office and 

returned to his hometown of northern Shanxi. When passing through the Sichuan-Shanxi 

border, he was robbed of most of his property by Lian Nishi, the “Jade Raksha,” a female 

green forest thief who robbed the rich and helped the poor. Geng Shaonan, a disciple of 

Wudang who was accompanied by the escort, had the second finger of his left hand cut off, as 

a punishment for his arrogance. Lian Nishang has since formed a grudge with the Wudang 

sect. The people rebelled against the court, subordinates betrayed their superiors, and 

treacherously betrayed the country. The spirit of resistance and freedom was intertwined, 

which was the spirit of that era. 

Ways in which the story inspires me 
The author describes Lian Nishang an independent female—an image that is rare during that 

time. As a female, I totally admire this character, since I first read the novel when I was ten 

years old. There are three points what I’ve learnt from Lian Nishang: 

- Female consciousness 

As a strong woman, she shows her independence by paying her own way; mentally, she is a 

maverick, and no one can restrain her: her independent spirit is also reflected in the fact that 

she does not live her life by the standards of others. Li Zicheng, who was a king in the Ming 

dynasty, wanted to give Li Nishang a position in the court, but she refused to accept it, because 

she wanted to maintain her freedom as a woman. She had fallen in love with Zhou Yihang, a 

commoner, and continued to refuse the king so that she would not be forced to fight her lover. 

These difficult circumstances resulted in her beautiful black hair turning completely white. 

- Women’ self-awareness 
Lian Nishang is very proud to be a courageous individual. She knows and loves what she is  
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doing and that is something different from the other women of  her time. If a woman thinks 

that she is just someone’s wife or mother, then she will never really become her true self.  

 - Women’ sense of autonomy

It is precisely because of her self-awareness that Lian Nishang has a healthy sense of self-

esteem. Thus, men and women are very balanced in her inner world, which empowers her to 

control her own life. She pursues love with courage because she thinks that women also have 

the right to choose their own husband. 

32


