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THE NEGRO IN ONEGON: A SURVEY
PREFACE

The purpose of this efudy 4s %o nake o survey of the Negro
population in Oregen and to dlecover the historical and soclological
factors wirlch have determined and limited his residence here. The
writer doeg mot pretend to offier an exhaustive treatise but rather
to pregent the sallent facts eseantial to wuch a theels.

K. George H. Himes, curator, snd Mies Wellie B Sipes, 1fbvere
ien, of the Oregon Historfeal Society, gave valuable assietence to
the writer in the search of ¢4 Ovegon laws, wogon train dlaries,
newspapers snd other references comgerning the early history of the
Negro in the Ovegon countrys There was very 11ttle materisl avalls
eble on this enbjest and a gystematic eenvrch of originsl sources
had to be made for the faste. nmwmmmwm
ammnmummumnmmam.:
A stody of the slavery question in Oregon shows that the slavery
Leeus was ot oné time the wost Smpovdant politics) question in the
st ,

The information vhieh affords the commecting link, the *Poste
Civil var Perfcd®,was galzed slmost cntipely from interviews with
the oldest Negroes iiving im the stabe of Oregon. Forty Negross
were intevviewsd who had resided in the etets for more than thirty
years and eaveral who had 1ivéd dn the edate for more than forty
years wers questicned, No small emount of Aifficulty was experienced
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in this worls as there wae a greet amomnt of suspicion end enxiety as
to the motives of the writer in obtaining euch information. Several
of these Negro piuncers have dled singe the work was started and the
physics)l disabilities of some of them wade the holding of interviews
& tedions tagk, Twd men who had been vesidents of the state for more
than sixty yeare gave relisble ascounts of the higtory of the Negro
in the days immediastely following the Civil War.

¥egro clubs, churches and other organizstions helped in thas gaths
ering of meterisl on the chapter of the "Organization of the Negre
Commmnity®, Mre ¥ B. Brown, esevretary of the 0dd Fellows Lodge
wafis a survey of Wegro lodge 1ife in Portland and Attornsy Xugens As
Miner, executive eseretary of the “Negro Buresu of Teonomics" was
kind encugh to asedet with the cospilation of information on Negre
Wuatness eoterprises, employment, houSig end property evaluation.

The ministers of the Negro chmrches assisted readily with Lnforde
ation on mewbership, finance and chuych programs and the Cstholig
churoh (Diocesan headguarters) aud Splecopslian church through ite
missionary paster, the Reverend Mr. He ¥« Chambers,yvolunteered ine
formation congerning the ¥egro members of thelr faitha. DIffimity
was experienced with the %Apostolie Falth" church which stated that
1% had no “members” and would give out no informstion. The Reverdnf
74 Wi pnderson, Bapbist missionary preacher (dscensed) who traveled
throughout the northweet ares in the interest of the Negro Baptist

‘ denomination, nsed hinx "good offices and bim gifts snd graces" in
elving iuformation on Segro church 1ife in Yernonia, Klawath Falle,
11,




Pendleton, Lebrande end Selem, Oregon, end the writer mads two trips
to LaGrande and Pendleton in eearch of further information,

The Oregonm Socisl Hygiens Society, the Oregon Tuberculosis
Associetion end the Portland City Health Department cooperated with
the writer in the preparetion of the chapter on "Negro Health. Dir.
DeSorvel Unthenk, Negro physiclan, directed the Negro Health week
activities in the oity of Portland for 1931 and 1932 and aseisted
in the cempilation of resorde on diseases of Portland Negroess The
lecturés given in the Porfland School of Social vork on "Health
Aspeats of Sociel Work™, formed the genmeral background for this
chapter,

Migs Robert Summers, acting secretary of the Willlemg Avenus
Branch, Young Womente Gluigtien Association, sesisted with the chape
ter on YRecrestionsl Activities of Portland Negroes®. The writer
meds personsl visits to all of ths Negro pool and billiard rooms,
to public and private dances conducted by Negroes and to )l of the
largs downtown theatbes in the city of Pertland in gathering material
for this chapters

The framework for the dlscussion of "Rage Relationy® was taken
from the lectures on "Gomtemporary Soclal Movemente® which wers dee
1ivered in the Portliand genter of the University of Oregon in the fall
of 198%, and materisl on the logal prollems of the racé was found
through intervicws with black end white citizens and from the peveone
al experiences of the investigators fThe fdea of the plade of soelal
work in the solution of rage probleny was veceived froem Tecturew on
"lage work Methode® which were delivered in the Portland gchool of
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Social ®ork of the Unlversity of Oregon, and through expsrience
gained ae & field worker with the Public ¥elfare Bureau and the Dew
partment of Domestic Belations of Multnomsh County, Ongmi

From fifty to seventy-fiwe Negroes attend the weelkly meetings
of the Christisn Endeavour Lesgue of the Bethel African Nethodist
Bpiscopal church in Portland, sné the minister of the church conduct-
ed a series of "seminaré” durdng which time the subject of education
was digcussed. Additional interviews were held with older membere
of the race so that a cross e¢ection of opinion might te gleaned shigh
might be called representative of certain age groups emong the colored
people of the city, end the findings of thess weetings and interviews
wore uged to form the basis of the chapter on "Philosephy of the
Portland Negro'.

It is hoped that the study here attempted will serve in explatne
ing the genesis and dewslopment of recial attitudes in the siate,
end that {n the light of this kuowledge sijustwents may bs wade which
vill asslst both races in woriing cut thelr common pro¥lems in ths
interests of s more harmonious aumm'

Alknowledgenent g wade to Ir. Ml-‘ Clark for sssistance given
to the writer on the chapter on *Slavery™ to Miss Elenors Thomson
twﬁ-mmﬂwumwummmct&.
Negroj o Kles Mavgaret Oreech, who enatled the writer to ses the
~ approsch vhleh goclsl work makes to all human protlems; to Dr,
Alexander Goldenwelser, whoss lectures on Prinitive Religlon enabled
the writer to sppreciate the place of relfglon in the 1ife of the
Aseriesn Negro} sn to Dr. John . Musller vioss Leatures formed the
framework of the chapter on *Rsce Relatfons”, and who supervised tha
organization and writing of the entire thesis.
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Chapter I
EARLY HISTORY OF ¥HE NEGRO IN OREGON

Boginninge: Oregon was recognized as a Territory in 1649 and on
February 14, 18569 was admitted to the Union as a stateli The history
of the growth and development of the state is linked with stories of
the 014 Oregon Trafl® and constitutes an epic in the history of the
American Commonwealthiwith which the Negro has been identified from
& very early date:

The Negro made his first appearance in the Oregon country in
November; 1787 as e ssaman with an expedition which set out to sail
exound the worldi This was an American Expedition which atarted
from Boston, Massaclmsetts and, after rounding Cape Horn, came up
the Pacifis cosst to the mouth of the Columble River: A a point
near what is now koown aw Semeids the ehips anchored end here
cmmmunumu:mwmmm:x

“We anchored half & mile distant from the shore 4in 3 fu in the

anchoring place I observed by Lat'd to be 45 27'N and Long'd

122 26 Bhn

Follows an socount of the natives who brought boiled clams and
crabs to the ehip and kapt imives always in thelr hands.

lAmu‘&".ww‘itﬁlﬂdﬂhMuﬁl

R TR L TR R TR L
and Sl00p Weshington®, p.29 1788 August Saturday 16th. Oregon Histere
Leal Soctety, Portiend.
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Islands and who had ehipped Captein Gray's servant at St. Jego's
baing employed careing grass down to the boat, had carelessly
gtuck his cutlass in the sand one of the natives seeing this
took atcnn'u. uppertunity to snatoh it at firet unobserved «
We wore informed of the oircumgtances adding that the Bladk boy
had followed him in spite of everything they could say to the
contorary ~ ~ ¥
“ghen we were observed by the maln body of Natives to hastily
approach them they instantly drenched there kmives and epears
with savage fuery in the boddy of the unfortunate youth ~-
we turned leaving the dead boddy ~ - ¥ “Murderer's Barbor, for
€0 it was named, is I suppose the enterense of the river of the
weet 16 &g by 0o meens a safe place for enay but a very emall
mndhmw_&hm»u-nmh&uuw&!t‘
situated the passsge 80 narrow and the tide so rapid that 1t is
gearce poseable to avold dangers.”

The Lewis and Qlark Bxpedition 1803-4 btrought a Negro by the
nemeg of York along to ths Pacific coast. York was the personsl ser«
vant of Cspteln Clark, interpreter for the expedition and an objact
of sdmiretion end fear to the Indisne. The Original Journals of the
Lewie and Clavk Expedition spesk of the expedition as Yorganized as
o military detachment, under orders of the secretary of war < sithough
President Jefferson remgined the moving spirdit, the party, when com-
plete, consisted of twenty-nine persons officlally recogniszed on the




rolle; with French and half-breed interperters, Clark'es Negro ser=
vant York, and the Indien women Sacajawea as super-numeraries « forty-
five in ell, including the twe captains,"®
The Negro servant had msny duties to perform, He served as pers
eonal wérvant to Captain (lavk and as interpreter to the expeditfoms
% crossed the river in about en hour after the arrival of ths
Indien express with 28 men including the interpreters - «
& mlatto, who spoke bad French end worse Mglish, served as
interpreter to the captains, so that & simple word to be under
etood by the party required to pase from the natives to the
womsn (Sscajewss, Indlan wife of Charbonesu, who ocould not
epeak Englich) from the woman to the husband, from the hmaband
to the mulatto, from the milette to the captatnm.® >
York waw an objest of curfesity to the Indlans and a couse of
oxcitoment and edmiration vherever the expedition wente
#gome of the party had aleo told the Indfans that we had & man
with us who was black and had ehort cusling hair, this had exe
cited their curosity very such and they seemed quite as anxious
to ses thig monster es they werle) the merchandize which we had
to barter for their horsss.® ¢ i
After the euccessful termination of the Lewls and Clavk Expedie
tion the Negro, York, returned to the widdle west as & sort of "Free
lance to liver
Boriginal Journsle of the Lewls and Clark Expedition. Intro, SX¥l

3 Op. eit. 11229 (McKenzle p. 338)
4 Op, eit. II: 363
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SThere was a Negro vesiding in Crow village at junction of Big
Horn end Stinking Rivers, who apperently was Clavk'e servant,
York, " He told Leonard that he first went to that country with
Lewis and Clavk, with whom he returned to Migsouri, end bad ve~
mained with the Indiang ever eince (about 10 of 12 years) He
had, when Leonard saw him, four Indisn wives, and possesced much
repubation end influence among the Crows, from whom he escuved
the return of some horees #hich they hed stolen from Leonard's
M,,c! ;

One of the best known names in the history of the northwest is
the neme of George Bush, Nulabtto, free bora in Pennylvania of a
vhite mother end Negro fathey, George Bush becamé a Pespected citi-
sen of the Oregen Territory and helped to finangcs some of the wagon
traing that came from Missourd to the northwesty

“George Bush bullt the firet house in Boonville, ugssouri, then

he crossed the plaing asd wountaing end settled in Oregon aw

early as 1844, bmuﬂmwmbmm. It
{49 said that Bush etopped with hig white wife ab & point lmown
a8 the Dglles, Oregon end 4id not like the trestment given him
by the other white setilers. He then crossed the Columbla and
settled near Vandouver; not far from Washougal, He equatbed un
six hundred and forty adves, although he had no right to do s0.

Bush with e company of thirty eight wen made the wagon rosd

through to the Puget Sounds He was s0 well thought of that

Sohittenden, American Pur Trade. “Adventures of Zenas Leonard® p,37.
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Micheel Simong offered a lew seeking the rewoval of the disabe

114ty of George Bush (law against Negroes mmwv)\f He

W.nmmrwmurm.mhum\.

Vashington and this ie now in possession of the Bush family,

Bush frequently loaned money to people and would not pxptl‘;«:\

A1though most of the esrly settlers were damocrate they referred

to the Baugh family in terms of respect always. 7The oldest som,

William O. Busgh, has won a gold medal et every National Expoele

tion of the United States beginning with Philadelphis and ending

with the Lewis end Clark Expoeition in 1805 - he won these medals

for excellence of frm produsts representing Lewis Cousty, wa.* °

There is evidence that a mumber of Negroes made the journey
overlend with wegon ¢reins te the Oregon country., The reading of a
number of wagon train disries failed to revesl more than mention by
Bame of the presence of these people. References are wmade to "Jim,
our negro slave", "Amnie", ete. The “Journal of Myra F. Helle",
kopt while paseing through the United States and over the Rodky
Mounbaing in the epring snd summer of 1828, commsats on “the degreded
aspests of slavery as seen in Sb. Louis No”. With such laconic mtate
ments as "John, cur negre slave, died today" the presence of Negroes
dlhm-mtuiuhﬂhﬂm’

Thug from the records of the early woyage of Captaln Gray's ships
in 1787, down through the lewle and Clark Expedition and the westward
treck of the caravans end wagon trains, the Negro is fdentified with
the early history of the "Land of the Bupire Builders®.

6 Interview with George H. Himes, curstor, Oregon Historieal Soolety.
¥ vagon Train Diariss. 1828, "Journsl of Myra F. Dells®, Oregon

O
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Chepter II
THE SEORO AS A FOLITIOAL AND SGOIAL ISSUR IN THE CREGON COUNTRY

Slevers s Notlongl Jsme. It was in 1619 thet & Duteh chip came
into harbor at Jamestown, Virginia, and discharged the fivet cargo

of Negro slaves on Aserican sofl. From that time on, elavery became
profitsile in imerica both from the stendpeint of the slave treder,

and to those who made purchase and worked sleves. The ingtitution

was known throughout the length end breadth of the New Sngland states
tut finally becsme deeply entrenched in the couthern stetes.

The epecisl sectional interests in elavery were @ue to the fave
oreble climstic conditfons of the south and to the adaptebtiity of
the sofl to egrieultural purposse. The cultivetion of cotten and the
invention of the cotton gin helped to fasten the inetitution wpon the
‘south lend. It became s profitsble buciness eand afforded leisure for
southern aristosracy mmoh after the faslon of the Gveek city etates.
| This self-sufficient aystem kept scceseive waves of Burepesn Lmuie
‘mnmmmmmmuﬂamumm
nwmmamum.am
| @redually it dafinitely becwns o nationsl politiesd Lssus.’schles-

| fhgor states that this power was so great thet “every presidentisl
$rrs

,Somaeetnger, 4 ., "New View Points in mericen History* Iill.
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candidate of the Demmeratic party from 1844 to the Olvil War was &
southerner or a mortherner with southern views.® ©

Slavery, then, became a national politicel dssue based upon
economic grounde, defended by its advocates ty voluminous quotations
from the Bible, eponsored by thoss stetes that fell below the Mason
end Dixon line, and opposed by the northern states. ¥Free states
which forbeds slavery within their borders began to array themselves
sgeinst the slave stetes and the fight was on for the balance of
power in the govermment. With the admission of new states into the
government camethe gquestion « "fhall thie state be o free atate or
shall it be a slave etate?" If the new territory appeared favorable
to slavery the democrats would fight in Congress for ite admission.
If it seemed to faver the "fres side" the republicans would contend
for its admission, ¥or after all the grest issue at stake was en
economic and political one. The enti~alavery crusads was asswning
groat proportions in the north. The under-ground reilroad was make
ing its inroads on the institution and slave owners were losing money
every time a clave was spirited bo eafety and freedom.

gorshiping the fetish of state righte and sensing the extension
of the system by the individual declsion of each state, the south
gongeded this prinofple and justified its political foremight when

. the Kangas Nebrasks Act of 1851 opened new territories to slavery.

Again the advocates of slavery wen & eignal victory in the "Dred
Soott Declelon® which left the Negro without any rights whatscever

8 Sehlesinger, A. M., "New View Points in Amerdican History® IIj 66.




and wade elavery legal in every territory and declered the Federel
government 's fmpotency to interfere in eny way with the eyetem, 8o
bitter did m'mmad fight become that even the major Ghristian
Protestant churches, the Baptist and the Wethodiet, eplit on the eub-
ject and there was formed the ecuthern Beptiet clureh and the Nethod-
1st Episcopal Church, South.'® The Romsn Gstholie chureh inetituted
separate esating arvangements end separate churches for falthful
white snd colored communicants. From thia time on the question be-
cane & national one and mo politiclan could avold ennouncing whewe
he stoed on it. :
It seomg a far cvy from the seat of the dlavery war to the Cld
Oregon country, sud i¢ is easy to think that the slavery question
had no place in the wrritory and state. But an examingtion of the
facts revesle that the question of slavery vas a great lseue in far
away Oregon. Although the United Stetes Cengus of 1850 reveals that
only two hundred and ceven ¥egroes were residing in Oregon then,
nevertheless thare wap great sgitation over the question of the elave.
The plansers vho braved the perils of en ardusus overland jour-
ney $0 the Pacific coast brought eith them, not only the high and exe
alted fdeale of government «hich history credits them with possessing,
tut sleo a certain “socisl inheritance” trenslated in terms of cue~
toms, habits, taboos, prejudices, which mey be emlightening to ue in
the further study of this cubject. The attitudes of these surly

10p1ah,CuRy. "ilee of the Oommon ¥en® p. 269,
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settlers tekos on a new mosning when we etudy the eources of the
covered wagon streams. East, south and widdle west gave their chare
of plonsers to the (14 Oregon Country. They cewe from far and nest't
*I find that out of seven thousand four hundred avd forty-four
(7:444) plonsers who ecame to Oregon before 1869, fiftyesix per=
cent were born in the northern stastes; thirty-three percent in
the southeran stetes; end eleven percent in twenty-one foreign
countriess It is my belfef that the abeye ratio will hold good,
substentisily, in reepesct to the population of 62,465 with
which Oregon is credited by the U, S. Ceneue of 1880,% 1
The total population of the Hegro was emall bLut nevertheless the
‘Nogro eonstituted quite e politicsl bome of contentlons This vas
the time when the slavery fssue wae at fever hoats The dieposition
of the question in the Oregon country would decide the problem of
plecing & new state eithar in the colwmn with the free states or
in the 1ine vith the alave states. The ¥egre tugaboo was made to
loom up large in the sow conntry. Customs, lawe, taboos, which
exieted {a the soutbers, middle western or eastern states were trang-
planted to the Oregon country. Glavery, residemtiel restrictions,
zwmunuu.mm-.mm-
mmmnmm

1gp. 0it. Uimes, G. T« pv 6« Statesent confirmed by teble mo. 6,
Us 6o Osnsus (1880) "Hatives of Population®,

12 goth anstverssry, State of Gregon. p. 45
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Boliticsl Parties end Nowspapere. The two views of Union news-

papors in Oregon, The Stateaman and The Orogonien, were slwost entie
thetical on the guestion of slavery end recongtruction. The chief
issue was that of Negro euffyage ané the disposition of the territory
‘to clavery or freedom. The Statesman published the following on Octe
ober 2, 1868

%o 40 not belleve that eny democratic or republican form of
governwent gan euccessfully govern two separate end distinet
races ¢f pecple in lerge nunbers with equal political sighte to
both races.®

When the Oregomlsn vefussd to be drewn into the sttedk the

Statestan continued with:

“fhe Statesnen has expressed ite opifton platnly wpon the wost
faportent question of $he dey, vhile the Oregonian, vith ite
umsl esnt of frainses, is watting to sow which way 1t vi3) be
prudent to Joup,® ¥

Orogon democrats vere lysterical over threstened "Negro eguale

ity®. The Oregom Nefly Heveld of ipril 8, 1866 etated:

“ghall Us S« bondy be taxed? Shall the toiling millfiong of this
1804 pay the taxes of the rich? Shall Negroes be plaved upon

the sems soelel and polftfesl footing with white memre ¥

fhe ot tntense and bitter fighting over the lesus ccourved in
| Gregon during the year 1857 which precesded the grest election, The

Get, 6, 1865
Oregen Dally Herald. Apr. B, 1865,
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national igeue of slavery becsme the great state issue of the Oregon
country. In thie campaign, slevery was beginning to caeet ite shadow
over the territory and procented the resl isesue before the peoples
Although the people of Oregon had committed themselves unsquivocadly
for state goverment, the findings expreessed in the “Ransse-Nebraskea
Act" reopened the question of slavery in the state. Newspapers eprang

inte being to defend both sides of the controversy and sdaptability
of the institution te Oregom was freely argued« The national admine
istratfon had committed iteelf to dlavery propsgenda. It had become
good politics to edvocate the fssme. The Dred Scott deoielon renders
ed the institution nstional and sanctioned it Yy the action of the
Supreme Court, Dryer, a leglslator et Selem 'S56 ~'57 stated thate
"Office holders snd office hunters have been btusily preparing
‘a1l winter, with ever increasing boldnesa, to force slavery ine
to Oregony that sevaral prominent leaders had openly declared
that the demcoratic party in Ovegon was in favor of the inbroe
dustion of elavery." 18
Lane, democratis leader, imported from the east o man by the
name of Ribben to edit the Portland Times ag & prowslavery organ;
Judge Deady, demoorat, sdvosated slavery. Bditor Adame, howewer,
exposent of free stats ddeals, stated that the republicans were
" ellent and afraid vhereas the democrats were marked by “agressive
eobivity® and "brases, botstercus effrontery®: ®Jo* Lane, redid

}6 statesmsn, Varch 31, 185%:
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pro-clavery man, had been made cendidate for Comgress; three of the
five democratic newspapers were pro~slavery journals - "“The able
Rook Semtinel®, “Hessenger® and “Times®.

Ashael Bugh delivered the question in the eesnomic columm with
the eaption *gill it payt*

"Did our climste, productions and market unquestionably favor

eleve lobor, Oregon would kmock for admission into the tmion

ag a slawe state." 18

¥ B ¥artin, of Yewhill County, argued that cheaper labor was
needed to develap the agrieultural resources of the country, end that
Oregon's ealubricus olimate would be bemeficlel to Negro slaves..’

The Jacktsonville Sentinel ccomitted the Oregon country to the
southern csuget

*There ie no longer any doubt But the iesve will hereafter be

serrowed down to slavery emd antieslavery. fThe black republi-

cang will #slly under the bauner of Free state and Free sofl in

Gregon and the prowglavery party under the comstitution ~nd the

meagures to perpetuste the Union.® 18

The greatest slavery propeganda in Gregon was found in the
Cocldental Hosscnger which was established at Corvallie during the
cummer of 1857 through the instrumentality of J. G« Avery, prominent
democrat. In ite very firet edition 1% decleved:
®ge desire to awsken the psople of Oregon fully to the importe
ance of this subject. African slavery is the conservative fea-
ture in our system of government - and smst be broadly maine
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tained or the historian may now live who will pecord the ddew
solution of the union. The slavery representation in the United
States senate needs etrengthening « end a fine epportunity is
now presented fo restore equilibrium by the adwigeion of Oregon
with a slavery clause,® 2

The inteneity of the slavery question s further revesled in the

Statesman of November 17, 1857 in thess words:

“ihether our principles triumph in the present election or not,
a0 strong ie our falth in the cmmipolence of truth, that we
shall throw out upon the banney, to the pro~slavery men of Ore~
gon, in whom we place our chisf reliance, the consecrated words
of Paul Jones ~ '$e have not yot bhegun to fight.'"

It began to lock, for a time, as though Oregon might fall fute
the colum of the slave states, The democratic masses belleved what
thelr leaders told thew. They read and followed the democratic newss
papers ae ong would read the Bikle, and they spurned republican
i papers. Oveat feare vere felt for the futuve of the state.>
| It vas ot this tiue thet Georgs H. Villlams, chisf justhee of
e Oregon Territory by appointment of President Plerce, and an oute
domoorat, released his letter of July 18th, 1857 to the
; sman®. He had been opposed to the extension of slavery in the
W otates and desired 6o sten the tide if he could in Oregun. He
A8 the only democrat of standing in ihe territory who jecpardised
; July 4, ‘67,

“Folitical Parties in Oregon®. p. 1185,
¥. C.,
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political ambitions in defence of “Unfon hating abolitioniste and
dig-unien Bladk republicans®. s
| Mis letter d1d incelcuable barm to the side of the pro-slavery
men becsues he was knowm as “one who could mot be cocused of having
any designs en the unity snd hawmony of the demccratic party.” Judge
willlews fgnored the morsl aspect of the problem end attacked the
gquestion from its procticel sod finencis)l efdes. We ergued thats
1. The ultiuste bonefits of elavery weve in doubt even in the
south. There fo no snbition, no entervrise in such labor.
Oregon, becsuce of geogrephicsl conditions, does nob favor
the lave oystem.
2, Negro alswes, other than house servants, would be leeches
uron the fondlfes of farvers duving the long, reiny winters.
3. Righ and copense of trensporting slaves to dlstant Oregon
would ba too great.
4, Yeonped Nagroes wonld find vefuge end coneort with Oregon's
Indlan snamies.
8. Oragon could not foster mueh an institution with ome half

of rablic sentiment arrayed against it.
6. Itrofuction of clawe labor dsgrades free white labor.
¥. Oregon cammot afford to throw avay the friendship of the
north for the sske of dlavery.
fh:.. Bith the publication of the letter, the hopes of Nr. Willlame
Wor the U. 5. Sematorship Svantshed 1ike the pleturee of o morsing
‘ Oregon Mistorigal Gearterly. Sept, 1988, p, 283,
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dream." Yo was considered by Oregon democrats as "unsound on the

slavery question®. But Judge Willlawg® argument was convincing and
resched all the democrate of the country; and from that time on prow
slavery sentiment seewed steadily to recede. %after the circulation
of thls sdiress, any observing person could notice that a chunge was
teking place; sny sensitive person ecwld feel it.* 22

In 1907 ¥r. Goorge H. Wimes, sesistant sceretary of the Oregom
Hisgtorieal Soclety, wrote to Judge ¥illiams relative %o the matter
of the fomous letter relensed in the "Statceman® fn 1857 and ¥r.
willieme peplied on Auguet 26, 1907 with a very interecting letter,
setting forth his views on the igsue of that day.* It does not
appear that any elsgle fores sxmried greater infiuvence in the elavery
question im Oregon than the originsl letter of Julge williame to the
Btatesmen.**

Iogumentary Rvidence of Slgvery, The people of the state of
Oregon adopted s state conetitution on November 9, 57 and refused
edmigsion of free Negroes or sleves to the state by o vote of 8,840
€0 1,081, But even this 41d not settle the 1.sue. One of the state

B2 gregon Mistoriesl Querterly. Septembsr 1908, pp. 204-336.

Por letter of Judge willigme to ¥r., Mimes explaining the interest
b the slawery question in 1867 see Avpendix A, p. 125.

letter of Judge Williems to the “"Statesmen® July 18, ‘67 «
groatost blow to slavery in the northwest - see Appendix B, p. 128,
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newepapere, the "Sessonger®, refused to acdept the vesults as final,
meintained the doctrine of eguel rights between stetes and stated
that the people of & territory hsd no right to exclude slave holders.
It hiated thet Oregon aight withiraw from the Unfon. Pro-glavery
asdvogates continued to fight for thelir logt cauee and William Allen,
8 "eoft" democrat from Yamhill County offeved the following preamble
end resolution at Salemp

“ghereas 1t has been decided by the gupreme court of the United
- . States that Congress has no power to probibit the iantroduction
of clavery inte the Territories; sud vhereae slavery e toler-
ated by the Congtitution of the United States, therefore,
Resolved - that the chair sppoint a committee of thres to ve~
vort what legislation fs necessary to protect the righte of
perscns holding eleves in this territory."*
Ales continued ith the statement: “There are seowe slaves
hore - But no law to protect thie kind of property.*
In the course of the debate, J. %. Kack sald: "y neighbor
. n Lene County owns elaves and is now in Califernia endeavoring
{40 teet the validity of the fugitive elave law.” ¢
Allen gafd: *Ib has Beon proved upon this floor that slavery
exist in the territery in seversl countiss. There are some in
Lane, Yolk, YTeuhill snd I know mot how many other countiecs.

 @regonion. Dec. 26, '57.
] Des. 23, YBY%.



{ 17.

That matter was falrly proved on this floor on a forwer occasion and
I do not doem 1t noceasary to Lring further proof than the veracity
of honorable gentlemen who are representative of thelr constituente
here.®

& letter weitten by Judge R. P Bolee, of the Oregon Guprems
Court, to T W Davenport, concerning the watter of elavery in the
state gives oonclueive evidenoe of the wse of slaves in Ovegomy
*fours of the second instant is jJuat received. Colonal Nathane
fel Ford amme to Ovegon from Missouri in 1844 and brought with
him three slaves - twe men snd one voman. The voman was warried
to one of thase men und had eome small childrenm. Ford claimed
thege children aq glaves and continued to claim them uatil 18853,
(me of thess children = a girl = had prior to that time, been
glven to ¥rg. (Dr.) Hoyle, a dmughter of Ford. Prior to 1853
the parests of these children (Rovbin and Polly) hed claimed
thelr fresdom and left Ford and in 1852 wewe living at Neguith'e
#illg, but ¥ord :ad kept the children. In 1853 Hobbinm, the
father of the children, bronght sult by "habens corpus® to got
possssgion of the ehildren. The cnee was heard by Judge Usorge
%o Willisng in the suwmner of 1858, and he held that these child~
ton, being then (hy voluntery act of Ferd) im Ovegon, wheve
Slavery could not legally exist, were free from the bonds of
 Glevery, sot ssarded their custody to thelr father.® 25

W @arterly Records of the Oregon Nistoricel Secfety XVII: 108-9
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Existence of slavery in the territory is confirwed farther YWy
the folbwing record:
mwmomm-rmm.
FORT VANCOUVER, Mey 5, 1861.

"losmia Travere, & bleck wowan, aged about fourty five, bought
wnmum.hmuxw. 1 have thie day given
umwnmmmuuhmmcmu
g0 and de as may seem to hey most to her advantege, without let
or hindrance from me, uy agente, heire or essigne.

¥itnass my hand and seal, at Vencosver, kay § 1861.

 Hevellyn Jones, Gaptatn, U.8.a."

¥ihe above naned womem, kosele, is an Bonest and parfectly
m-—nmmuumm&uu
the hande of every one.

Llewellyn Jenes, Gaptoin UuBup.™
Recorded, July 29¢h, 1867,
Ammmmnmmumnwm
bmhmﬂlﬂn——m
mmmummwm-hmm
.rmmuum.u-mmuuw:um
late Jane Snowden, o free woman of colow, the receipt whereof
umm-‘mm I, David Snowden, of the

Pogus. it 0. K. 8. XVITr 208420
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County of Ray, iz the state of Wigsouri, have bargained, solg

snd delivered to her the seme Jeue Thomss, late Jene Snopden,
-m-m«nl&.mmmwmwm.
demmmmm«mm:mhzm
late Jaue Snoeden, & firee woman of color. lhhuhu-‘yn
to gretify the sald Jame Thomas the mother of the sald negro
boy Billy, as she is about to emigrate to Oregon snd wishes to
take the boy with her. Given under my hand and seal thig 17¢h
day of Decenber A«De 1832. David Suowden (Seal).
Beceived for recowd April 10th and vecorded this thirteenth
@ay of April A.Du 1854. UsS. Caldwell, iuditor and Recorder,
¥ashington Ovunty, Ovegon Territory.e 27
The following Act ie of interest im this study, not only begeuss

£¢ enlightens us conoerning the existence of clavery in the state but

Boosuse Lt chows the attitude of desire for exclusion of ell legroes,

whother slave or fres. It is significant thet a law wee sctuelly

| paseed wiich axcluded a1l Negroos from the state and deprived tbose

| Miving bere st the tise, of all rights of Assriesn citisemshipt

SAK ACT PASSED EY THE PROVISIONAL UBGISLATURE 1844 AND SPONSCRED
BY PRTER B, BURNETT:

fan Aet in Regard to Slevery snd Fres Negroes and ¥ulattoes"y

Section 1. That slavery end involustary servitude shall be
forever prohibited in Oregom.

- O gpug eft. 0, B, 8. XVID: 108-110,




Section 2, That in all coses where elaves bave been or shall
hereafter bo Urought inte Oregon, the Owners of such alaves
shall have the Serm of three years from the introduction of
such slaves to remove then out of the country.

Section 3. That if euch owners of slaves chell neglect or

refuse to remove euch dlaves from the country within the

time specified in the preceding sectfon, such claves shall be
free.

Soction 4. That vhem eny freée Negro or Wulatto shall have
coms to Oregon, he or ¢he, as the case may be, if of the age
of eighteen or upward, chall resove frowm snd leave the country
»ithin the ters of two years for waleg and theree years for fee
ugles from the pascage of thig acl » « « « =

Section 5. That 4f such free Negro or Hulatto be under the
age sforecald, the terms of time epecified in the preceeding
“gection shall begin to run when he or ehe ehall arrive at
ﬁ'“lﬂ-

Whection 6. That if eny wach fres Negro or Wulatto ehall fail
quit the countery as required W this act, he or she may be
upon a warrant fssued YW sowe jJustioce of the pease,

: 4 guilty upor trial before cuch Justice, chall receive up-
| his or her Bare back not legs then twenty nor more than thir-
etripes, to be inflicted Yy the constable of the proper
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fiection 7. That if sny free Negvo or Maletto chall fadl to quit
mmmdmmm«ammmmm
stripes, e or che chall again receive the csve punichment onoce
in every six wonthe watil he or ehe shall quitc the country,
Section 8. That vhen any slave shell obtain his or her freetom
the timo epsciffed in the fourth seotfon ehall begin to run from
the time when wuch freedom chell be obtelned.® 38
The desire to exclude =1l Negroes from the state is seen in the
M«mmmw&mamt-.mam
hugnst 18, 1887 ot the Merdon County Court Wouse, Sslem, Oregoms
"Ho free megro or malatto, not residisg 1o the state et the time
of the adoption of this coustitution, ehell come, reside or be
ummm»mwmmumqm..
or maistaln any euit therein, and the legielstive sssembly ehedl
provide &y penal law for the rasovel YW public officers of all
such negross and mulattoas, and for their effectusl exclusion
from the stete, end for the punistment of persons who ehsll
bring them into the stete, or esploy or harbor them® =0
Apparently the Constitutional Conveation correctly reflected the
@mersl sttitulle in the ectate for at the territorisl election &8
Hovender 9, 1857 the vots stood 7,927 %o 2,645 agninet slavery.
Againet allowing free Hegroes to come into the state the vote was
8,640 %o 1,081, J
The Comstitutfonsl Conwntion hiad elgo passed the followlng

argndoent:

“an act Amendatory of an Ast in regurd to slavery and for other
28 Woodward, W. C. "Political Parties in Oregon", pp. 198-9

’mmmwwm g, 18, 1857, p.
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purposes: Be it enacted by the leglslature Committes of Oregen
as follows -

Sec. 1. That the 6 and ¥ sections of eald act are herely repealed.
Sees 2. That if any euch free Wegro or Wula®o ghell fall to quit
and leave the country, ae roequired by the ect to which this is
smendatory, he or she shall be arrested upon a warrant ifssued
4y some jJustice of the peace; and if guilty upon trial before
such justice had, the sald jJustice ehall ifswue his order to any
officer competent to execute process, directing esid officer to
glve ten daye public notice, Ly at le.st four written or printed
sdvertisemonts, that ho »111 probably hire out such free negro
or slatto to the lowest bidder, on e doy and at such a place
thereon spacified.® ¥

The Oregonian of October 2, 1857 gives additionsl information
local mores concerning the slavery question and the matter of

segrogation or exclusion from public schoole of sll Negroes:

iy, FoBride woved the following smendment:

'There ehall be neither slavery mor involuntary servitude within
the state, unless for erime, whereof the party shall have bteen
@uly convicted,' This was lost by 9 to 46.

¥r. Logas moved to insert ‘white' before ‘children' who should
attend common sclwole. fHe snid he could ‘ering in a nigger or
an Indion' under the provision as it etood. The motion was

adopted.
Br, Seith thought that negroes end Indians could te excluded.® &

Oregon Stete Constitutionsl Comvention Aug. 18, 1857
Oregonian, Octoter 3, 1887.
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Again, the mores of the local group finds reflection in laws
passed by the state convention relative to suffrage snd elections,
The Oregonian of September 12, 1857 quotes from the minutes of the
etate convention es follows:

*Suffrage end Flections" Bection 6. No negro or mulatto shall

have the right of euffrage.” adopted. page 173.

The “gtatesman®, Septesbor 10, 1687 recerds:

“§r, Deady moved to azend that 'No person, other than those of

the pure white race, shall have the right of suffrage ~ be sug~

gented that the expression 'Simon pure' be used. Voted down.

Negroes, Chinamen and Wulattoes should not vote. Adopted.® 2

The Legislature of 1862 provided by Pensl Code, for the remaoval
of Regroes and kulattoes from the stets, and for their effectnsl exe
pulston. It wes euacted thaty

*Bach and every Negre, Ohinsmen, Hawalisn end MWulato residing

within the 18cits of the state chould pay ent enmual pell tax of

#6.00, 3

Ge Ha Oarey in his "Risbory of Oregon® records that the exclusion
m-..mmummnmmummmnm“

The quastion of slavery delayed the plena of Oregon to de made
8 Serritony. Politiclans in Oregon end at Washington, D. C. fought
to place the state in the "free” colums or in the “slave® columm,

82

Crogonian, September 13, 1887
83 Orogon Gemeral Lews. 184B. Oregon Oods 1662,
8¢ ¢, R, Gavey, "History of Cregon®, p. BIL%.
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es thelr politiosl fésale dlctated to them. Thomas B. Benton wrote
in 1847 that:

“The House of Repressutatives aw eavly as the nlddle of Jamuary

paseed a B111 to give you territorisl government, and in that

Y11 had eanctioned and legalixed your provielonal organie set,

one of the clenses of which forever prohitdted the existence of

slavery in Oregon. An smendment from the Senate committes, to
which ths b1l was referred, proposed to abrogate that prohibi-
tion, and fn the delay end vexations o vhich that smendment

gave riew, the whole W11 eas Yuld upon the tadle and lost for

‘the sessfon. fhis w1l be & grest calamity o you e « «

| The most srdent propageandiet of wlavery cannot expsct to plant

it on the shores of the Paciffe, In the latitufde of wisconsin

and the Taktes of the Woote.® :

Baieite of the Solaen Otrle. Whe coming of the Givid vr 814
not settlie the slavery question &n Oregon. Thers was orgunized the
"Enights of the Golden CGlvele™, & group dedfcated to the tadk of
fighting the Unlon-and propagating elavery. The group was known
aleo eg *The 014 Guard®, end "Friende of Ameriea®. The organisation
grew to have ten sirdles vhich were lovated in the following places;
Salem, 2, gelo, ¥, Albany, 1, Jedkeonville, %, Portland, 2, and
Tanhifll cousty. The purposs of the order as exprosssd ly histories)
records wast

t :w‘w i¢ Lo the wastern sbatee.
£ ™ drill menbers umanusl of armg end to prepars them
to resist the union,

The organizstion nusbered eppreximately three thensand members in

55 oregon Bistoriesl Soctety, ZVID p.diZ.
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Oregon. %6 v

The Civil Sy was brought to a close but the Negro question fn
Oregon was still the eubject of discussion for quite s time. Woole
ward records that the special session of the legivlature passed three
rosolutions on the eubject. fhe firet was in agresment with Presie
dent Johneon that suffrage is & question that constitutionally be-
longs to the states; the escond epplanded the Negroes for loyal
wppert o the Unfom; the third declared thet Congrass should teke
steps toward colonising Negross in a mew state 4f thay 414 not fare
well in the south. To this the Qregonfan of Novesber 16, 1866 re-
plied thet the question; "te not now end protally never can becoss
& matter of paremount fmportange hevs.® The Oregonian was anxiouy
to avoid discusefon of the fewus end expressed ituelf on May 6,
186¢€ as followm
Muutﬁﬁwammmdnmﬂm
these terrille words (Negro squelity) staring et bim from il
parts of the page. The world has furnished may rematicalile
ingtances of *tHe roling passion strong in deatht but the dewe
oaratic party has been persitted to bDecoms about the most
renarkable exasple on récord. JNorn of the slavery interest,
surtured by the prefite of Juman bondage, holsted to and Xapt
in power by the sleve Sralde end propagandist eud mow dylng of
an overdoss of ‘nigger® and self afministered troasom, the deme
ocratic party vill Bave no consolation mot derdved from resull
setions of the *uiggert and strongly objests to being luried

36 goodeard,Ve G *Politiesl Parties in Ovegon® p.

4
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fo anything Wt = ‘nigger' shroud, a 'nigger! coffin and o *niggert
grave, It 911l expive with 'negro equality' last on its mortael
tongue. ®
The cumpalgs of 1868 showed the {ntense fewling and hatved of

fhe Oregonien of June 6, 1868 reminds us that the questions of *taxes®
and vhat to do with the Megro were e#ill the Big fweuss of the Oregon
country.

It is eignificant that duriag the time vhen the question of elaws
ory was st fever heat in the Oregon territory an “intieslavery Convens
tion® met in Albany. It was the first convention of 4te kind to by
bald o the territory end thirfyenine mes signed thelr sames to &
document againgt the evil. They sought to hawe thelr mimutes prinmted
in *The Stategman® lut the editor of the papor, M. Bush, refused te
@0 o0 end cslled the convention s "eollection of old granuies®.

Thus the study of the question of elavery in Oregen has revealed
many interesting things. The Istensity and bitternsss of the question

northeest, The suze esctionsl, economic and palitien) interests o
6learly 1n evidence in the esst were apparent in Oragon. Negross cume
iate the country iy boat, vith the wagen treins as servants end elaves.
They dere fev in mumber as poluted out by the United States Census,
but the Sseus was kept alive ly virtus of politicsl, economie and
esotional intorests and Ly virtus of habits, customs, taboos end
Feotal sttitudes end religious snd reelsl conviotions shich were

[ SRS RPN e ——
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Mmuwmm-namnmmﬂm
of the ploneers.

m-mrunnun&mmmormw
recial attitudes which are still our heritage as we Wwcoms tonsclouw
of the "hand of tradfition® shich directs ue from the grave. mw
-m.:mmm-mmmwmm m«xm)
may be dug in part to the attitules developed during the early 1ife
of the territory and stats, and the laws which weve passed barring all
Nogroes and Mulattoen, whebher slave or fres, from Oregon,




Chspter IXIX
POBT<CIVIL WAR PERIOD

{ezroes in Oreson at the (loge of the Oivil War, There were 128
Begroes in Oregon in 1860. This number had increesed to 346 by 1870,
Oregon had made her stand on the Negro question known before the
Civil War was fought. It was understood that the Negro was not
wanted in the state under any eiroumstances. Altho the Civil war
settled the question for the nation, e precedent had already been
established for the state of Oregon. °°

The few colored people who came into the state came as persomal
servants for white people, crossed the plains with wagon trains or
came as servants on the boats. when the rallroads reached the coast
they brought Negro eervante as porters and waiters to Portland.

M interview with Mn. A. E. Flowers, (colored) Oregon pionser,
{1lustrates how many of the members of the colored community came to
Oregon. Ur. Flowers who cameé to Oregon in 1872 tells of his expere
fences:

#1 was born in Columbug, Ohio in i« The family moved to

Kiles, Michigan when I was quite young, My father decided to

€0 to Califorala during the gold rush, He went to Oalifornia

end then sent for his family to join him. We came to Califoraia
from New York by boat. We left New York by boat to the Isthumms
of Panama and crossed the Ietheus by train to the other side

36 mhapter 1 *Barly History of the Negro in Oregon® p. 1g.
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where we took another boat to Californis. We settled in Sacras
mento, CGalifornia. My father bought & home in Sacramento which
wag destroyed by a flood in 1861. Nollowing the loss of our
home in Sacramento we moved to San Francimeo, Californis.

“In San Francisco I got a Job as 'Captain's boy" on the steam
ship 'Brother Johnathan', running from San Francisco to Portland,
Oregon. When I reached Portland a man offered me a job w as a
walter in the hotel 'Lincoln'. I took the jJob and held it for
ewhile and then I took a jJob on a boat ruaning to the Dalles.

I held various Jobs at the Delles, Umatilla end Lewiston, Wash-
ington, I worked as a 'bull driver'! from Lewistown to Walla
¥alla, Washington. There was one main etreet in Wella Wella end
gombling dens end saloons flouriehed on all sides. Murder was

& frequent occurrenge in that town, I worked in that country
for a while and then I came to Portland, Oregon egain.

When I arrived in Portland there was only one Negro church fn
tthkon. the 'People’s church' which was an independent
organization. It was organized in 1862,

At thig time colored people were not allowed to own any property.
They were not allowed to go into any kind of business and they
were not allowed to vote. Nvery Negro had to pay $10.00 heed
tax. The colored pecple had no civil tl@h. It wag very diffie.
enlt to get jJobs of sny kind except as a menial.

The Negroes lived in different places. They had a school for
‘agults! in South Portland., later they hed a regular school
for colored children. There were four teachers in this school.
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Wwo of the teachers ware white and two were coloved end this
arrangement contimmed until the time of the fourteenth and
fifteenth emendments.
fbout this time Sacramente, Oslifornis, passed & bl meking ell
people of Negro Heod wear a collar avound their necke and thig
goller vas fastensd with a tag which had to be renewed anmuslly.
Many Sacvamentc Negroes took flight to Victoria, British Colume
bla and then afterwards came to Portland, Oregons
In order to protect themgelves the Negroes of Portland organieed
themselves into a soclety called 'The Worldng Men's Joint Stock
nmuut.ﬁf'
nv The Negro population in Oregon
increased from 346 in 1870 to 1,866 in 1600. During thfs time thave
wa# & movement of the Negro population from the rural districts and
snall towne to the urban centerss There was a concentration of the
Negro population in Pprtland, Oregons Ceuses for the growth of the
Negro population way be summarised ag followst

1y Portlend Woams a rellroed and shipping terminal. Negre
porters, diming cer waiters and shlp attendents took up residence here.

2, The laboring class of shits pecple wete s0 buay fighting
Chiness labor, which hed been brought in to tuild the railreeds,
thet they overlooked the Negro question, During this time a mumber
of Hegross moved into the etate. 0

57 Interview with & %. Flowers
%8 Interviews with George B, Hardis and . lLogan




3, Negroes who formed the "under-world® group were allowed to
flourigh without interferences Their numbers rapidly increased.

4, Approximately V6 Negroes were brought to Portland at ome
time by the manager of the Portland Hotel. These working olass
Wegroeg came from North end South Carolina end Georgia, They formed
the better class of the colored population and sent for thelr fame
ilies. Moet of them took up permanent vesidence in Portland end
bought their own homes. ;

6. with the passing of the Gilvil War the antisNegro fesling eube
sided and the colored people received more favorable consideration
in the state.

The ¥egro in Portland, Oregon from 1680 to the Pregent » The
Working Classt The working claes of the Wegro population formed the
best citixens of the race in the city and state. That there was a
fairly representative number in this cless fe the belief of George
Herdin, Nogro ploneer, eho ceme to Oregon in 1887 as a welter wpon
a private rallroad cers Mr. Hardin spoke of the working cless as .
being fairly representative of the Negre population when he arrived
in Portlend:

"fhres restsurants used & total of elghtesn Negro walters. One

hotel, the *Rgmmdt, st Piret and Movrison Streets employsd ten

waitere, This botel was owned by Sevier, Meler and Frank,

A11 boats between Portland and San Francigeo had Negro codks and

stewards. Dining care bad Fegro cooks and walters. There were

Negro train porters who acted aleo as brokemen's helpers. When

the unions got strong they objected to Negre train porters and




they were discontimued.
Wegroes had street cleaning contracts. They used mules and
carés to clean the streets. A colored man named Sykes hired
men to work on the etreets. Enoch lono-o had a contract for
cleaning the streets.

There were colored Janitors, barbers and porters in hotele.
Ganbling houses employed Negro waiters. There were ten hack
drivers for public livery stables which were located at Third
and Madieon Streets. The hack drivers met the traing and drove
for funerale. Negroes did thie kind of work in thoss deys bes
canse it was considered a disgrace for o white man to do it.
About ten Wegroes cooked merchants lunches from 1889 to 1896
and then the Chinamen began to take their places; the Saloone
keeper's union put the Negroes out of work. There were four
colored maids in the Portlasd Hotel and about ten in the

white eporting houses of the city.

There were about ten colored piano players playing in the white
ssloons and getting as high as eight dollers a day.

Gus Waterford was a volunteer off the fire department,

The City Hall employed three colored jenitors but they lost
their jobs when the new Oity Hall was built in 1894,

Hegro farmors lived in Clackamas County and eold their produce
in Portland and other towns. They sold chilkens, egge, turkeys,
veal, hay, potatoes, vegetables, pigs. eta.
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A Negro shosmakerg Gharlie Brown, made all the boots and shoes
for the white bankers and business men fn the town, His shop
wag located on Front Street above Worrigen Street.

One Negro tatlor, Brady, ran a chop for white trade only,

A man ngmed 'Cuban' Crawford belonged to the Horseshoer s union.

Hie had o contract with the city and took care of fire engine

horees, police horses and race horees, Hie shop was on Mein

Street near Second Street.

Rusben Creeford wae sald to be one of the best ‘¢hip corkers!

iﬂthuuﬂh!uh

Two colored men worked with the wnion carpenters.

unxmewmquomwmmx_u

During the summer eseason 25 colored walters were smployed st the

beach at a place called the ‘Holladay'. The Great Northern

Ballway Company built e hotel ab Gearhart and employed eight

men as waiters end cooks,*™ ‘

Several of the Negro pianesrs voiced the cpinfon that any man or
woman, who wanted to, could get employment as laborer or domastic
during the period 1880 to 1900 Sometimes ong Negro worker who was
enterprieing would hold seversl jobs. mmi-um:m
at janitor and averaged over four hundred dollars a month for seve
ersl years. His wife and his son would helfl him with the work and
oftimes they would work all night in order to have the offices resdy
for occupangy in the morning. An interview with this man revealed

22 From interviews with George B, Hardin, A« B. Flowers and I. Fuller.




the fact that he held all of the following jobs at one time and that
he gave saticfactory eervice for o period of years:

Exchange building, Janitor work $ 114,00 per month
Broadway Bank building 40.00
Ashland State Bank budlding 60,00
Beal Estate building 1000
Goodsell Company 25,00
Holmen's office 10.00
Packard Auto Company 35,00
Haxwell Garage 10.00
Rubber Company 26.00
Seattle Company 15.00
Us 5. Custom's House, jJanitor B6.00
¥asple Leaf Company 25200
Total # 414.00 por momtn®

A stusy of the vocations of Negroes living in the state and in
the 81ty of Portland, Oregon reveslsd o consideralile range in oppore
tunities for employment at the time of the period under discussion,
Hany of these Jobs, which used to be congidered as the sole property
of Negroes, hmmmmuhmhmotm«m-um
been supplanted by machineyy,

The "Undereworld® Life in Portland, The so-called “redelight
district* of Portland wag located on the west side of the river and
rulmmmmnmdwnﬂtmmmhwnzmm

© taterview vith 1. Faller.




to Burnside on Brosdway. From the corner of Broadway and Burnsgide
Streets it ran cast again toward the :-lvor’.‘l

There was indigoriminate mixing of the racee in the undervorld
and the law protected the denizens of this seection, PFighting and
shooting were frequent occurrences on Broadway. Negroes lived in o
compact area becsuse the white citizens objected to Negroes living
in other seations of the city. Negro sporting men imported women
to the city for purposes of prostitution,

The "open 11f¢" was characteristic of fromtier life and flowrs
ighed in Portland until business enterprise bought out the ehacks
in which the people liveds Very few people looked for work in thoge
days becauss the cagy 1ife of the sporting world mads work unnecess~
axy. lLoggers, miners and treppers would come to town and seek oub
the restricted area and the "sporting women® would take theiyr money
avay from them®® The saloons would run wntil midnight and then the
people wonld go over to the “Qolden West Wotal® at Broadway and
Everett Streets where tthey would gamile all nights ALl this was
done with full knowledge of the local euthorities becsuse the town
was "wide open® in those daye.

Two colored plonsers gave this intimate ploture of the underworld
1ife in Portlend:

"Early Negro ssloon keepers of Portland were Frank Webb and Mark

Burnetts The Negro community wae located for the most part on

4 rntervieve with I. Fuller, George Hardin, A. B. Flowers,

42 Interview with Gharles weaver




Second Street. First Street was reserved for white sporting
houses end Third, Fourth and Fifth Streete were mixed. Hverett
Street was mixed. Jspenese sporting women were on Flanders
Strest and Burnside Street was mixed. Thig section conatituted
the red-light dietrict,
There were two classes of houses in this business; the imw.
old houses with latticed windows through which the women would
peer and invite the men to come in, end the ‘Octfaroon Sporting
House' which catered to more expensive patronage. The 'Cribe!
were on First Strest and ran down First Street to Burneide.
¥hite and colored vomen 1ived next door to each other in these
houges. About three handred French women were in this settlement.
Laura Warwick opaned an fOctaroon Sporting Houge® on the cormar
of Second and Olim‘llmt. Tiontena Jo¢! opened an 'Octaroon
Houge' in 1801 at 265-69 Bverett Gtreet. Thess houses were dew
signed exclusively for white patronsges Only the whitest
colored girle were euwployed in these places, Theee girls paid
thirty-five dollars a week to live, (expensee) including room
end board. The money was pald to the mistreas of the houge.
They sold drinke, gambled, eto. They had thelr own men, somes
times colored and somstimes white, who were not allowed to see
them until after hours. The ‘Octarcon House® was kmown as a
closed houge and charged five to ten dollars for admission. The
lendledy kept & housekeeper, maids, ete. and the city required
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& medical exsmination of the inmates. All of these houses

brought a steady revenue into the oity treasury.

Saloone which were run by one or two men employed from three

to five colored women who were pald twenty cents on the dollar

for the eale of drinks. The dance hallg pald twenty~five cente

on the dollar and the white and blaslk patrons danced on the

same flooy. Gambling houses afforded roulette wheele, klondike

geumes, draw and stud poker, favgo and dice games.

A saloon~keeper would lease a whole bledk of ‘dndia’ which he

would rent for twenty~five dollars a month each. These he would

sub-let for ‘eribe! at s daily rate of two to three dollars each.

Every night the land-lady of the house would come to the saloon

and pay the amount agreed upon.

There was no strest walking by prostitutes, either colored or

white until the dl ose of the Portland ‘oribs! by City ordinance

about 1910 or 1911 and then the prostitutes tock to the strests

to solicit thelr trade.® 43

The Negro in Politics, When V. B. Nelashmutt was mayor (1888«
1691) the elotions wers held by *boodlers”. T people hed no stane
dard ballot and the underworld forces ran the city. About this time
& Vethodist church which was lodated at the of Third M‘iwo
!usu«uw&;mmmnn&mrldm«umtmum-
ities. V. B. Delashmutt was elected mayor due to the efforts of

thisg church end he confined the eporting element to a section

4% mterviews, Gsorge Herdin and I. Fuller.




surrounded ly what was called the "desd ling%t Pine Street to
@ligan and from the river to Fourth Street. Durfng this time the
Fegro played a part in losal politics.

A man by the name of Charlie Green, a barber ty trads; wes the
firgt Negro slected councilmen. He wae nominated by Ben Norton,
Demoerat, and put wp for offfcs ty the democrets. Ab the time of
his election there were not more then forty Negre voters in Portland.
Green, who came from New York, never took his seat as a councilmen
for he was bought out.

Two prowinent Negro politiclans ab this time were Julins Sevier
and Webb. Sevier was known as s "go<betwesn®. He put peopls in
Jall and got them out of Jsfl and he had & sunber of peopls who were
guilty of warder let cut by the law, JNor sixtess yesrs e wes o
est power anong the Negross, “* gevier's hendmen vere the ssloon
kespers known as Brown, St. Qlair, Harding, Clark brothers and Gefe
fart, Thess politicians were pald monsy for thelr services in the
elestions by the shite political bosses. When the two partiss bee
came equally divided the Negroes divided thelr alleglance between
the two parties snd collected from both sides. when the Australisn
ballot was adopted much of the loosencss and graft of the loeal
political fights vanished. 4%

The colored people had 2 political olub which they cslled the
"Bed Rosk Republicsn Olub®. They hed o memberslip of forfy and hed
bean organized sbout 1878 or 1880/ This olud was sotive in the

S opus oih. George Hardin and I. Poller.
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intereats of the Negroew of Portlend until a orew of Negro walters
came to Portlend from North and South Garolins and Georgle.

With the arrival of these walters who were placed at the Ports
land Botel thers came into existence another politicsl organimation
known es the "New Port Republican (lud®, This clubd hed an surolmeny
of elghty members. John Dogan, head waiter of the Portland Hotel,
wae it president. Throwgh the efferts of this dlub Gleorge Hardin
was placed wpon the Portland palies fores i 1894, **

The local tranch of the National Association for the Advangss
went of Colored People, cluech organisations, women's clubs and
{ndependent organisations have attempted pelivicel leadership fer
the Negross in the state frem time to tlug.

Escreation, The Negro of thess daye found his recrestion in
hock riding, plenics which were given in the eountry, dancen, sslosus,
tunting and the opportunities affordsd by the smsll churches in the
commund ty.

Bacisl Attitudes, The schosle 434 rob dvew the cclor Lims {5
Portland although they tried at times %o 4o 0. They were always
uixed, Sloilexly white and coloved churches were o the best of
terms and tha former d4id not attempt to spgregate Nagro wordhippers,
Getholfcs and Probestants treated all alfke,

The American Protastent Assoclation, koown as the "A. P A%
whs strong in politics end fought the Oatholigs tut were favorable

43 roterviews with George Hasdin snd X, Fullep
44 Interviews with Gesrge Havding, I, Fuller and 0. logen,
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to Negroes snd Jews end helpsd them. They were active in 1903, 103
and up o 1908.

The Kiu Klux Klan was ot its helght from 1920 to 1924, This
organigation fought Gresks end Catholiew. They tried to get the
Hogroes to tske the bootelladk stends away from the Greek and
fteldan Catholios but they did mot want the Negroes to have any
politioal position, George Stark had a large boot Bladk stand and
taxl cab business which was patronized by this organisation. It is
interesting o note that the lumber which wad used in tuilding thw
Monnt CLivat Baptist Church was given as s donation to the Reverend
d¢ # Anderson, Pastor, wn-nnmozmmuum"

Négroan and white peopls would mingle frasly in the sporting
world and would often go to Vanouver, Washington to get warried,
tub there was a law againgt adxwd marrieges in the etate of Oregon, ¥

During the years 1890 €6 1900 cecurved the first instances 6f
sogregation of Negroew in tha theatves of Portlend, Up to thiy
time Negroes patronized white merchants instead of their cwn. Thay
went to white theatrés, restauranta, ssloons, hotels and kedging
housess Whan they got out of work or becams "hrdce™ they went to
thtrmm”
 About this time o Nagro winehrel chow cume to the ity end
Played st the French Park theattw. A request was made by the Negre
waiters of the Portland Hotsl for a ressrved ssction to this show.
“wm';uma.nm(unuu).

48 gop appendix « Oleonts Oregon Laws.
47 Interview with G. B, Hardin and O. Veaver
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The walters oocupled this seetion end the incident establiched a pres
codent which the tiestres have followsd to o degres wntil this day, "

A study of the Negro population of Oregon by counties end citims
for the year 19830 shows that several counties bave no Negro vesidents
ond that some of the citles in the state have ouly from th¥es %o ning
Negro oitiuens.® there have besn frequent cceurences of entiHegre
feeling in some ssctions of the state and frequent outbresks of aubfe
Filipine sentiment. In some sections of the state the early tradi~
tions and attitudes perstet.™ 4 quotation from a local newepsper
pubiished fn the southwostern part of the etate will serve to flluge
trate this poinks
L¥T'S KREP GRANT'S PASS A VHITE MAN'S TOWN."
“Grant's Pass slways has been o vhite mante tows, and thers i
6o veason under the shining sun why 1t shouldn't contimmm to b
nvhlt"mﬁm The fast that this §¢ o vhite man®s countyy
here in this wonderful Rogus Hwi Valley bas brought the best
of the white race hers and such populetion will bring the cresm
of the white race here in the future.
fThe attitude of the peeple of this peacsful, laweablding ceme
manity toward the encronchments of the Blagk, brows or red
raves of the land, oF the world for that watter fs¢-
FIGGER ¥ DONT WANY YOU HENE < AMD WE WON'Y EAVE YOU HERN o
YOU BAD BETTRR ROLL UP YOUR BED AND RINE « 9HIS IS 70 BE A
WEITE HAN'S COUNTRY, YHSTESDAY, TODAY, AND FOHEVER.
Interview with 0. B Navdin,
Population, p. 4.

hgnnﬁ.mau.mm.mmm.m
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If there are any jobs to hand out in this country, the white man

or white woman are ones ¢o get the jobs « this thing of bringing

niggers in kere to take Jobs as cheuffeurs, or maids, or laborers

or in fast sny gob that may open here is an infringement on the

righte of the white poople who have taken pride in this thelr

ideal commmity.

Thoss who must have niggers for help hed best wove to where

niggers ave wented for we ave dead sure the nigger is not wented

hers and he is not golng t be sllowed to stay whether his number

ie thrge or thres lundrels » » « & «

WHO WANTS GRANT'S PASS 70 BB THE SORNE OF A BACE RIOTY

WHO WANTS TO SEU YHE PROPERIYT VALUXS SLUMP IN JOSHPEINR COUNTY?

¥HO GANTS 7O SEE YHS HAWDIWORE OF YSARS PASS INTO THE HANDS OF

& DESIGNING BGAGK RACE WHO DONAT BELONG IN OREGON AND wiO WL

OMLY CAUSE TROUBLE IF THEY TRY 0 COME HEEE?

Rorelgnare of any kind swe 3ot wasted in this commnity that fa

®ade up of peaceful white peop)s who are striving to Live, move

and have their being in peacs with the world, under the law that

Go8 haw Laid down for man o Gbay. = e+

There is ouly ong way te keap Grant's Pass white, end thgg is

to o kepp 1t white.® B

The above front page editoricl was written as e protest agalnsh
the importation of thres Negroes to (rants Pass ap cavvents in the
homes of whits families. The Negroew wers forged to Leave during
the night,®?

“mwmm' nan, 84, 1984,
82 Interview with kra. mu:'wu
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Prior to 1890 the Negro population in Portlend lived in or near
the seotion designated as the "dead ling". White oltizens had pros
tested againgt Negroes moving into other residential districts,
‘fter 1890 o fow Negross moved to the east eide of the river followe
ing the erection of a lodge hall for the *Raterpries Lodge of Masong®
ab Larrabes and Clackamas Streets. Oradually Negro churches left the
nn;mum-mmum«-mmu«umuw. Bathel
African Methodist Eplecopel Church, Piret Africen Methodist Eplecopal
Ohurch and Mount Olivet Baptiet Gimrch found places in the new Negro
community, Barber shops, pool rooms and Negro organiszations of dife
forent kinds left the old avea vhich waw fast giving wey to the waves
of industry snd business which rased the ehadks and "orite® and erects
#d etores end factoriss in their pleces.

in 1930 the Golden wWest Motel, lest efronghold of the old Negre
seotion, closed its doors on the west side (Broadway and Rverett
Btreeta) and reopesed iz the "edley Sotel” at Interstate and Wisse
Lusippl Stweets on the sast sids. With the ehifting of this hots)
come o retinue of "gaup followers® who rented the honses and found
Miaces 1n the cheep spartments around the hotel,™

al
63 prom persoy survey Yy investigator,




‘ Part I2
PRESEND STATUS OF THR ORWGON NEGRO

Chapter I
THE NEGRO POPULATION IN OREGON

The Negro population of Oregon hag vremaingd swall during the
entire history of the state. This pupulation has ranged from 1.66
percent, or two hundred and sewn people in 1880, to 2,234 people or
0.2 percent of the totel population of the state in 1080,

The most subgtentlel increase in population occurred between

1880 and 1900 when the Negro pepulation geined by 609 persons. The
United Stet sords for 1860 end 1900 show decreases in the

total Negro population in the state of 70 end 61 persons for these
years respectively. The present Nagro population of 9,234 for the
wtate of Oregon mruisu an fncrease of ninety persons or &.2
peroant for the last ten year period.
The following faotors ave protebly responsitle for the emall
mucber of Negro residents in the etater
1. Mnti-Negro fesling and laws which prohibited residence of Hegroes
in the ¢tate Lo the early daye of its extetence.
2. Persistence of old treditions aud attitudes egeinet the lNegro.
3. Lack of cpportunity for employment for the Negro.
4, Fxecess of deathe over births among the Wegro poptlation during
the last three years. ¢
8. Ungtable end ungetiled mature of the Negro population whick cune
to the coast in the last quarter of the ninsteenth century.

«“.
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Becord of Feero populeti i o 1 The U, 8. Census
of 1850 by countles gives the Negro vopulation for the Oregon country
as follows:

Percent Dercent
Tres Colored Slawes Total Free Colored and Slaves Wity Oolored
207 207 98.4¢ 1,56 04

mmmpm.nuuomu«mm-muxm
umw:m»mummzmama

Total white Free Colored Indlan te
62,160 128 7% E“ﬁ
Negro population was distributed as followst
Benton County 10 Linn ¥
Qackamas 1 ¥arion 20
o H = i
atsop ‘
Colunbia 741} ook s
- of ‘: ¥aseo 9
Vashington 58
Josephine 4 Youdll 1
Lang 1

thmuw-p-hlﬂ.llmmmhmue
100 were born in the Oregon territorys

etives of the Population (Negrs) :

Female w
hﬂhhgﬂnﬂlﬂ' @ i {
MMM% 23 36
Born §n Forelgn £
mmummunmm 1890 to 1980;

1880 1890

18%0 910 19m0
wite 85,92 mm %01,7%8 w4, 090 769,148 S5
Negro  mas 1,186 1.1« .&m 2,144
B4 5. 5. Genses 1850 Table V. po
55 0. % Cansus for 1 18%0, 1880, xiu. 1900 =1920 (Oregon).
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The Negro population in Ovegon has rewained small in proportion
to the entire population during the higtory of the state. The great~
uchcuu-uta“”-hmﬂbhunnwhﬂncnulVlnnuwu.
Regro Population in Ml‘!‘ua 1850 to 10309

b0 Population Tucresss mu.c:’ e
ear on Decrasse on
1850 07 1.58
1860 128 n

18% 46 218

1880 a7 141

1890 1,186 699

1900 1,105 8 0.8
1810 1,492 387 02
1920 2,144 652 0.3
1930 3,234 20 0.2 65

nmuosnnonnunhOHmnhmaonunmunnhaul
mummmmlmmmdlmnmw
uM«wdunﬂnlUNﬂwﬂdhnhcmmmnuu

The Present Negro Population, 1930 United States Gonmus,
Countles:
Baker
Benton

Lake g
Lone 16

°§¢=u¢-upo %1 M-
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Cltiest

Astoria 3

Eugene 5

Klemath Folls 97 (Klemath County)
Kedford ]

Portland 1,659 (¥ultnomah County)
Salem 58 (Mardon County)

By School attendance: (Ages 5 to 20 yearg).

Totel mumber in school =

Total number echool childrem (° Total no. in school Percent
263, 553 197, M9 .0

Netive white 199,81% 161,004 7.6 56

Kegro 40 206 74.4

That Oregon has the smallest nusber of Negroee in the Pacific
gtates, both in absolute and percentage figures L{s chown &n the

following tablest

Californias Total Parcent

Total 5,677,261 100

vhite 5,040, 247 88.8
Negro 81,048 1.4 &7
Other 555,086 9.8
washington

Total 1,663, 398 100

White 1,521,099 7.8
Kegro 6,840 0.4 8
Other 35,457 2,8
Qregon 5

Total 958, 786 100

wWhite 937,029 98.2
Negro 2,224 0.2
Other 14,622 1.6

The Negro population of Washington is three times as large ae
the
Negro pepulation of Qregon end the Negro population of Califormis

ig thirty-six times as large as that of Oregon.
6 U. S, Census for Oregon, 1930.

57 4. 8. Census for Gslifornia. 1930
B8 y, 5. Census for washington, 1920.




There are ssven centers of population in Oregon. FPortland,
with & Negro population of 1,859 harbors approximately two thirds
of all of the Negroes in the state, Klamath Fallw, with a Negre
populstion of 97, has the cecond largest population of this rase in
the state. The cliy of Klasath Falls ie situsted nvar the Galiformis
border and s nusber of Negross have come over into Oregon from the
MAMI\IM‘M” They have found employment in the stores
and hotels ad jenitors, porters and laborers. The woman werk in
privete families as domestice. Severel of the mem run showshining
standss  During the suumer of 1081 a plot of groond was rested and
a tent ervoted upon i% for divine services, Prans ere being made to
egtablish 4 Negro church in this ofity,

Vernonis, Soluubis founty, had s Negro population of Vi persony
in 1950, The Negro settlewent iy in a segregated district. Lusber
forms the chief industyy heve. ALl property i owned by the mill,
& strike by the workers i¢ fuposeitle because the Will Company owns
and operates the boarding house for the workers and owns the property
in which the workers 1ive. If the workers strike they must vasate
within fifvesn daym.

¥he workers for this mill were imperted divectly from the south,
After they bhad been in the camp long encugh to sawve a little wonay,
they sent wouth for their femiliew. fhe children of the workers attesd
& "mixed" schosl, although thers has been considereble agitatfon for

ol ons with ¥ree Ms G
60 with Rev. J: W, Andareon, dscsased.
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& separate school for Negroes. The workers operate one barber shop
and one pool room.

The Reverend J. ¥W. Andergon, Baptiet Missionary preacher was
ingtrumental in securing a plot of ground from the Lumber Company for
the erection of the Firet Baptist Church. The church wae given a

ninety-nine year lease on its property which now forms the community

center for this settlement of Negro lumb kers. A t from
the pages of ilmutm distributed by the Communist Party among
Portland Negroes is interesting here:
"Viflage churches are one of the most effective means of come
pany propsganda. Poor white and negro labor is traditionslly
religiouns, and mansgement has utilized this faot to ite own
advantags. Every villege with rare exceptions hag one or more
company«owned churches zud company-euployed pastors. From ong-
half to two-thirds of the villagers, in the places where we
worked, attended Sunday olqnh services regularly, for this is

one of the few diversions and social gatherings which life m\

the hill offers,®

Recently the Vernonia ILumbsr Mille have closed down and the
Hegroe families have left the town. Several of these families have
come to Portland and ave now clients of the Public Welfare Buresn.
Today only eight Negross remain in the town, "

Salem, Marion County, capitol of Oregon has a Negro mnﬁlﬁl
of fifty-eight. These people find employment as laborers, Janitors,
domesticg. For several years a Negro family operated a barbecue
tusiness on one of the main therowgh-fares of the city. The place

61 #Southern Ootton ¥ills and Labor*. Workers Library Pub. p. 48
Interview with Loomis Harrie, Vermonia Mill worker.
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was known es “The Fat Boy Barbecus Co.". The family encountered
etiff opposition from some of the white business men of the city.
and was ultimately forced to close their place of business. l'hq
moved to Los Angeles, Califormia, This family attended the Firet
Hethodist Church of Selem and the mother of the family sang in the
church cholr,

Pendleton, Umatilla Oounty, has a Negro population of forty-six
adults, The Negro colony is located eouth of the Union Pacific raile
road yards, two btlooks below the main street of the town. The Negroes
are employed as domestics, laborers and janitors in the office builde
ings of the city. One Negro family, the Allem brothers, controle a
large proportion of the janitor work of the city. This family ds re~
puted to be worth thirty thoussmd dollars. The Allen brothers have
pleced all of their work upon the contract basis.

There is one Negro church in the city, an African Methodist
Episcopal organization, which owes seven hundred dollars on its morte
gage debt % ang 1¢ cloeed most of the time because it cannot afford
& preacher. A combination barber shop and pool parler affords the
recreation center for these peopls and there is one rooming houss for
the accomodation of Pullman porters and transients.

LaGrande, situated in the eastern part of the state, is a raile
road center for the Union Pacific lines. Thirty-nine Negroes live
here. They are located near the railroad yards. They #erve as dom=
estics, porters and laborers., The religious and soclal 1ife of the

63 uinutes of the Puget Sound Anmusl Conference A. M, E, Church, 1929
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commnity centers around the "Soyd Memorial Baptiet Church". The
Reverend Turne is pastor of the church,

¥axville Precinct, Wallowa Gounty, Oregon is oredited with a
Negro population of fifty-seven people. No information has been obe
tained concerning the activities of this group,

The United States Census reports for the decades 1850, '60, ‘%0
show o liberal sprinkling of the Negro race throughout the counties
of the State. During the past forty years theve has lwen o tendenay
towards concentrstion in the urban centers. Eighty~five percent orv
all of the Negroes of Oregon 1ive in the urban centers. Sixty~six
pereent of all of the Negroes in the state are found in Portland,
Multnomah County, Oregon. Portland, therefore, affords the best
opportunity for study of this group.




Chapter II
ORGANIZATION OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY

-

Zostitotions of the Qowmunity., Institutions develop in a comw
maity to mest the needs of the psopls. The small Negro commnity

in Pertlend &s buily ercund the cimechas, the Villiam's Avenus Bramch
Young Women's Christian Association end the Fraternal orders. In the
emsllest Negro commnities soms svidence of the "Secret® or Fraternal
order may be found, fThe regalia, pomp and cevemony, high souniing
offices, opportunity for display and secret rites of the "order®
gesm to have o wpeslal appeal for the Awerloss Negro. In Portland
there ere ten Negro Fraternal organisetions which ave as followsy

Baze . Hembership  Sidk Benefit  Death Benefit
Masong, hemu m k] $200.00
Mesong, Excel 28 $00.00
Xastern Ster tium 40 100.00

onsel ld‘men) 68 200,00

tara star 20 100,00

mm« %:-m : g s.oo (nm‘) .u’:g
Kntghts of Printas % e
Rogs City Xka (I.B.P.0,5,%.90 &mh-u) insctive

Total m of Fraternal organigations ¥ 13

mmm

mmﬁaovmnm(wmz&smmn
w{aamg«mmu mtﬁcﬂhhﬁnlﬁlumlw
Aveuus snd chisryy Streets 1o 1930 ot a cost of $20,000. However, Yhe
Property was lost to the lodge by foreclosure in 1982 and the Lodge
ﬂmnhbmum&u.“

4y 5 Bromand W W ¥
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The local branch of the National Aseociation for the Advancement
of Colored People takes an active part in political cempaigne in Porte
land, Candidates for office are interviewsd and the Negro population
edvised what cendidates end what measures chould be voted for,

The "Progressive Olud¥, an independent politicsl organigation of
Hegroes, has been organived recently, A meubership of 200 is claimed
by the prestdsnt of this orgenisstion,

The Pederation of folored Women's Clubs, en orgenization which
‘ingludes some of the Colored Women's Clubs of Portland, sdvises ite

 mewberehip on politieal mattevs .

The locsl Negro newspeper, "The Wﬂ. conduate an active
political campaign through $%s editer, Mre, Beatrice Gamnadyyfresklin,
Plotures of the sandidates are printed, pletfuma are publiched and
politicsl advice kn given to & lossl poplation,

Veny clube ave found in $he Negro commmity of Portlend, One
Negre may hold mesbership fn eight of ten cluba and in four or five
fraternal ordsrs af the same time, Thers ave many “joinere" in the
group. (lubs and other organisstions are mumkreus in proportion to
the population as may Ba sedn by the list of organigaticnsy
Szt, Jossph yhite Camp United Spanish Americen War Veterany
Ladies' Auxilliary of sgi. Joseph ¥hite Carp.

The 014 Rose Cluk
Harrdet Tubman Club

246 Ressarch Clul
Texas gnl

Tdeeerisl 2ek ;
Industrisl Relations Committee of the Pullman Company
The Oregon Belles

The City Glud

5 Bev, W, R. Loverd
86 v, Fraddiin, compositor and pressmen.
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tadles Auxilisry of the Natlonsl Association for the Advancement

of Oolored Feople
The Negro Buresn of Economics
The Birthdsy Club Chanticleer Club
Vigilantes Club The *Tugko® Club
Hyperior Bridge Club The Esperante Club

Gurch clubs end organigations ave not lleted here. ol

The esmall Negro population in the city affords a emall mumber of
business enterprises. Some of the buginess recordsd here Ls carried
in
on/the private homes of the propristorsy

Wegro Businese:

Hewspeper 1 Beguty parlers in homes 9
Iud houses 3 Automobile washing 1
Printing ehops 1 Second hand store 1
Pool helle s Dressoaking 2
Barber chope ] 1
Fotels 1 ng \

; 8 (house budlding) 1
Talloping shops 1 In 8
Cleantr Real ostate 2

J fehmentn 1: Cabinat making :
Besuty perlors ) Oregon Mutual A4 Aes'n. 1
gm:' : Building sesosiation :

arm Lavndyy
Wusie studlos e
Total business enterprieey 8 8

The *Upsto~date® Tailor shop is mensged by two brothers vho are
gredustes of Tuskeegee Instituts. They meke olothes end conduct a
cleaning and pressing Wsiness. The *Pred D. Thomas Cptering Come
pany® conducts a large business and rents dishes end cilveryave
for enterteimments. The Oregon Mutual Ald Association owns property
valued st ning thousand dollare. O

68 Records « Negro Baresn of Bconomice
69 Treasurer of Ovegon Mubual Atd Associstfon. A. A §
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"fhe Advocate" newspaper was organized in 1903 by ten walters
of the Porfland Hotel. Three other Negro newspepers have appesved
inPortlend einos "The Advocate® first made its appeersnce but the
other newspepers 414 sot survive. The editor of'the asdvocate® owng
snd operates the newspaper in her own hom4s “The Advocate® reseives
sews from the following nationsl eouvcest The Assoclated Negro
Press, llen‘'s Prass Clipping Bureau, Crussdsr News Agenay, New
York Olty, Weekly Heleasés of the Hational Assoclation for the
Advancement of Colored People, Weakly Relsasss of the Intersstionsl
Labor Defence. :

Soma of the weekly contributors to “The Advocate” are: Jv Wa
Weaton, Beal Estate News, Ockland, Oaliforniaet Kelly Millew,
Sociologiet, Howard Usiversity, Washingbon, Dv O« Willlawm Phokens,
New York Clty, N. ¥e; Clifford O. Mitchell, veekly algest of newwy
Carter G. Woodson, Higtorian, Weshington, De Gy Dre Delorvel Une
thank, M. D¢, "Heslth Oolumn¥i John Jamieon, *Legel Dighte®y Nency
Las, “Advies to the Lovesora®y Rosslie Holus, soctsl columy Lossl
uews of the oity; Beatrice Comnady~Prasiiin, sditoricls, Classiffed
ads, theatrs ady, foreign avd local sds.

the newspaper e a four page weekly. A eix page f1lustrated
section whick is printed in Baltimore by the Afrowineriusn Company
is o specisl featurs of the Advocate newspspers The ciroulation of
the local newspaper is approximstely thres thousand, Two undved
snd fifty exghenge papers are sent out to othar newspapers throughe
out the sountry. )
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The equipment of "The Advocate" ie modern and up to date. The
newspaper is "set up" on a linotype machine which is inetalled in
the office of the company end owned and operated by the editor of
the newspaper. All %uke up® and " job work® is done in the office.
One small job press is used for the printing of tickets, invitations,
placards, hand~-bills, ete. Press work for the newspaper is done by
a white firm. The value of the plent and equipment is $16,000 and
esupplies employment to two lhgrou.”

The "Northwest Enterprise® a Negro newspaper of four pages,
printed in Seattle, Washington, devotes ome page of its four page
waekly to "Portland News". Ite Portland editor, Mrs. waldo Bogle,

naintains & news office in her hm».n

Bmployment and dooupstions. A study conducted by the Negro
Bureau of Economics of Portland in 1931 disclosed the kind of em-
ployment and the number of Negroes then employed in the city of
Portland. Since the survey was made a numbisr of changes have
oceurred in the mumbsr of Pullman porters end dining car watbors
who "run out” of Portland, A orew of waiters at the Portland Hotel
wore dismigsed in 1930 after thirty years of service and their
places filled with white waitvesses. Corrections have been made
with the assistance of the secretary of the buresu with the view of
bringing the records wp to date. The colored people of Portland
find employment in the following vocations;

Pullmen porters 70 (wages 79.20 to $106.00 per month
Station porters 10 plus tips. Average wage $83.50)
Railway shopmen 2

Pullman yard workers 20

Barber shops, stores,

building porters 120

Hotel waiters, part~time 6
70 re. Beatrice Connady-Franklin. '+ Interview with Mrs. W. Bogle
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Rellyay walters 42 (wages $60.00 per month plug tips)
way cooks 8
Private car crews 6  Pool halls ] ‘
Cooks, house malds & Olube 8
8

—

¥alds in stores, theatres Hotels

s-.&.’i:!.. workers :ﬁ Printer H
erg

Pavement workers (oity) 16 Rallway mall clerks 2

U.8: Government employesy 18 Ohiropodisty 2

County employess 2 Forists ]
ate Insurence N 2 Car washars 8

¢ity dept. (rest rooms, foot Blacks 20

ete.) 18

Confectionery stores 2

Professionss

Doctors 1 Dentists |

Lawyers 2 Ministers &

The railways give Portland Wegroes employment as pullman porters
end as dining ear welters and approximately twenty are employed in
the Union Pacific shops as mechanics and laborers. There is ong
Yegra englneer in the Unfon Pacific shops: This suployment kes been
the maingtay of the Wegro populstion but e mumber of thess workers
have been Aleid off during the past vear.

The Job of “Station porter® at the Union station Le a coveled
Job. There is a large wafting liet seeking employment in thiw works
The ealary ie sixty to seventy dollars o wonth but the "tipe® sompe
times everage os high as $100 a month, 72

Hen who wotk s Janitors snd boot Bladks recelve a very 10w wage.
They have to depend almost eéntirely on tips end sowetimes hold an
Maﬂuumm!mt;.hhwmuWunﬂw A
mummmﬂa‘:qmuwa«tmmmm

2 mterviows with B & Wiy O W 8uy G Ty Ae A &0
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ag low as two and 2 half cente a "shine”. The wives of many of
these workers are supplementing the family fncome by working as
cocks, maide in homes and in stoves, renting out rooms in their
homeg and operating "beauty perlors®.

The willlamg Avenus Branch of the Young Women's Ohristian Aesoge
2ation Geelets in securing suplayment for the women of the city.
Fifty~one colored women veseived employment through this agenay
last year,

The "Bureen of Negro Economice” and the Negro churches give
their gervices in assisting the men in the eity, No record of
lel 45 mvailable.
ﬁ/hﬂhﬁ‘bo& of Hleeping Car Porters, affiliated with the
mun Mntlon of Labor, has a Portlend branch which looks
mn‘w,‘;nmm of the Negro porters.

The Mw Gompany has an Industrisl Relstions committes
\aosnllt&nd l? three white end three colored members who aselst the
ﬁqm uruunlu upon grievances of the -mm."

wmw fhe Negro Bareau of Hconomics has
veen of ‘assistance in obtatning meterial on the employment, envire
onment m”ﬁm of the Wegra population in Portland. The exec~
utive M‘w of this organisation is an attornay=atslaw and a
mmmmim here ave forty members of the *Board of Dirw
setors® of ﬁw ‘prganization who have assisted it in its work, Some
m-ormu&ormm.r the Yurean may be gained from reads
ing mmmu aid o fow articles of the comstitution which read
a8 follows: :

"momn with J. W, Stanley, eecretary of the conmission,

{




69,
"WHERRAS, it is deswed expedient to bind the forces, the energy,
the finances, brain and skill of the Negro Pecple of Portland
and Oregon together for the purpose of rendering such economie
service as will promote wellebeing snd adyancement to the end
that they may enjoy economie freedom such as other races enjoy
in these mcd States of Americe, we,your spscial committes on
Gonstitution end By-laws, do herely present the following draft
for your approval.
CONSTITUTION.
Article 1. NAME
The name of this organization shall be 'THE NEGRO BUREAU OF ROON®
OMICS®. The location of the Buresu shell be at Portland, Oregom.
# Article Il Duration '
Itg duration shall be perpetual.
Article III OBJEO?
The objeat of the Burasu shall be to esyume charge and supervision
of all of the eqonomie problems of the Negro peaple of mm
and Oregon.and in order to garry out this object., it chall #s«
tablish vhatever departments are negessarys -« - ~ The Burean
ghall secure employment for 1ts members, and shall establish a
department for this purpose.® ™
ZEaviroument and Houging: There is mo legel vesidential segrega=
tion in Portland, Oregonm. Public opinion, sntisNegro feeling, threate
end dapredations to property owned by Hegroas has excluded Hegroes

74 gonstitution of Negro Buresu of Boonom$cs
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from gcertain blocks end districte in the city. The Negro populas
tion in Portland is scattered throughout the city.

A district known @ the "Williame Avenue District" has a large
percentage of the Negro population of the city of Portlend., Of the
1,659 Fegroes living in Portland, approximately 600 of the mumber
live in the williams Avemus diltrht.n This distriot extends from
the Willamette River east to Union Avenue and from Oregon Street
north to Russell Street. In thie dletrict are located five of the
Negre churches, the Williamg Avenue Branch of the Young Women's
Chrigtian Association, one hotel and most of the Negro business
enterprige. It is generally understood that Negroes may rent or
buy houses in this district without interference or odjections from
st fotgrdure. ™

However, Negroes live aleo in other distriots in Portland. Some
of these people acquired their property fifteen to thirty yeare age
and built their homes before the city "moved out® to where they were
located. Sows of the better class of Negro homse are found in Upper
Albina, Montavilla, MeG41l Ad@ition, Irvington, Kenton, Bussellville,
Mount Scott, Rose Oity Addition, St. Johns, Alberte, Sellwood and
South Portland.

A eurvey of 203 homes owned by Portland Negroee revesled a proe
perty evaluation of 1,063,580, Houses included in the survey were
brick, frame and spartment buildinge and represented all levels of
living conditions. On the "North eide" the transition inte a

75 Setimate of inwetigator.
7 From interviews with property owners.
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business sone was evident, and in some of the suburban districte
the streets were not paved and modern conveniences were lacking but
& majority of the homes were well kept, attractive and with all mode
ern conveniences and well furnighed. The property evaluation of
single dwellings ranged from a nine hundred dollar one~family
frame building on East Ninth Street, owned by a woman who works ae
& cook in a private family, to the palatisl ten thousand dollar
home of a former waiter in the Portland hotel.

A Negro business man owns property estimated to be worth
$100,000. He has his own "ranch” on the outekirts of the city and
several expensive sutomobiles. A Negro resl estate investor owns
severa)l pleces of property in the down-town area which are sald to
be worth eixty thousand dollars. A Negro hotel proprietor is sald
to be worth $40,000,

Rents for propertiss avallable to Negroes have been comparatives
1y high and the houses available for rental are mot of the most
desiralile typs. Negroes and white people 1ive in the same apartwent
on Russell Street near Miessiesippl Avenue and in South Portland on
First Street. Rentals range from one dollar end a half to three
dollars a week per room. All of the occupants of a floor in these
spartments uee the same teilet and bathroom. Lighting and heating
facilities are inadeguate.

Negroes of Portland who have sought better living conditions for
themgelves and their children have been forced to buy their own homes.
Many of the howe owners are railroad employees, janitors, maids,
domestics and whiters.
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A comparison of homs owsership of the Denver, Colorado and
Fortland, Oregon Negro papulations shows the frugality of the loead
¢olored pepulations
Population Howes murveysd  Nstimated Value
Deaver - 7,000 (subinate)  agy ¢ 2,78, 000, :
# 1,083,680

Portland~ 1,589 203

Although the Negro population of Denver ig nearly five timey
larger than the Negro population of Portland, the loeal colored
population ownes ons third as mch property as the Denver population,

\
”n;.wmmmnmn Denver, National Urben Limgae
P 7 \

b t of » Portland, Ore :
mu_-n?m Eeonomtce and, m.(ulp-

8




Chapter IIX

THE WBGRO CHURCE IN OREGON

The Negro ohurch fa the Americen Wegro's outstanding institue
tion. fThe colored church affords its members a great mumber of
seculer plessures in addition to the happiness gained from the ree
ligicus life. The church i¢ a social center, a club, a place of
self-expression and realization for the Negroes, and they support
it becsuse it remains the one resort in the commnity vhers they
may develop their latent powers without embarrassment or restraint.
The church among the Negroes had ite genssis dordng the deys of
dlavery. It served as a "means of grace® and a wedium through
wiich the slaw might realize his happiness and Joy in a heaven
to come.

The days of slavery and the period that followed in the recons
stroction witnossed & strengthening aid sn sxpansion of the religious
fle)d smong thess people/ The old fashioned Negro preacher becene
the Baison betwesn white and Wladk pesple throughout the countiy.
The mm of the reconstruction days posseweed a native
eloguence and a gift of imaginabion vhich drew thousands of 1istens
erg of both races. ¥He could paint the glories of a world to cone
or the misery and sorrow of & hell to be ehunned with euch viwide
ners thet "mourners snd simmers” flodked to the standard of thy
church. A Negro preacher explained the myetery of the éreation 4o
hiw congregstion in this weyr

¥ing God stepped out on space,
mu;w:tmmum

I'm
1111 meke me a world,

63.




#And as far as the eye of God could ses
Darknees covered everything,

Blacker than a hundred midnights

Down in a cyprese swamp.

Then God smiled,

And the 1ight broke,

And the darkness rolled up on one eide,
And the light stood shining on the other,
And God sald: That's good!

Then God reached out and took the light in his hands,
And God rolled the light around in his hands

Until he made the sung

And he set that sun asblaging in the heavens.

Then (od himself etepped down «

And the sun was on his right hand,

And the moon was on his lefty

The stars were clustered about him head,
And

And

His

o

the earth wae under hig feet.

God walked, and where he tyod

footsteps hollowed the valleys out
And Dulged the mountains wp.

¥han he stopped and looked snd saw

That ‘the earth wes Hot and barren.

Bo God stepped over to the edge of the world
And he epat out the seven seas « i

He batted his eyes, and the lightnings flashed -
He clapped his hands, and the thunders rolled «
And the waters above the wth"u down,

The cooling waterg came down.

The pofsition of leadership of the Negro preachsr and the Negto
church ig recognised today. The United States Census for 1080 eiveg
Qﬁ total Negro population of the states as 11,195,580, OF the ene
tine Negro population found in the United States of Amsrica, fortye

" dohnson, Jemes Welldon, "God's Trombones®, The Creation.
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#even percent are identified with the Chrigtian ohurch. The denome
inations are as followss

Hegro Baptists 3,393,744
Begro Methodists 1,733,449
Total NWegro Baptists 6,607,435
and Methodiste

Al other demominstions 480,342 °°

The totsl Negro church membership ig 6,087,677 and the total number
of Sunday School pupile 1s 2,144,655.% Negroes own 42,565 churches
with a total value of $208,783, 628,

Negro Nethodigts, The largest Negro Methodist denomination is
the Africen Methodist Epiegopal chmrch which claimg & mombership of
780,000, The second largest Negro Methodist denomination is the
African Methodist Episgopal Zion Ghurch. The only differenge in
these snuu-smteu-qu-uduuuthw-nhomd
"Zion*, )

The African Hethodist Episcopal chureh records ite early history:

"In November, 1787, the coloved pecple belonging to the Methode

S:t Society of Philadelphie convened together, in order to take

into consideration the ewils under which they labored, arising

from the unkind treatment of their vhite Wrethern, who congideved
them a nuslence in the houss of worship, and even pulled them
off their knees, while in the act of prayer, and ordered them

to the back seats. For these, and various other agts of une

Ohristien conduct, they considered it their duty to devise a

% Sork, ouros *Nagro Tear Book", 1926, gp. 262.5,




plan in order to bulld a house of their own, to worship God
under their own vine end fig tree,® Sl
The Africen Methodist Episcopal Zion church describes its be-
glnninge as follows:
“The John Street Church was the first Methodist church erected
in that city. (New York City) There were several colored mem~
bers in this church from ite first organisation, Between the
years 1765 and 1796 the number of colored members largely in-
oreased, so much s0 that caste prejudice forbade their taking
the Sacrament until the white families were all served. Thig,
and the deeire for other Church privileges denied them, induced
them te organise emong themeelves which they did in the year
1786, This was the firet African Methodiet Npiscopal Shureh
of which we have amy account. In the year 1800 they Luflt at
clurch and called it Zion.® 52
The African Methodiet Rpiscopal clmrch is divided into eightesn
districts indluding North and South Amsrica, Weet and South Africa.
The Africen Nethodist Episcopal Ziom church is divided into
fourteen districte including Worth and South America, West Agrica
and the Virgin Islands. It estimates ite membership at BS0,000.
Both of thees Negro Nethodlst denominations use the Epimcopal
form of goverawent as set forth by the parent body, the Wethodist
Episcopsl Church (white). There ie practigally no difference in
the lymnals, disoiplines and methods of thess two omganizations.
The General Conferenses of these two church bodies voted in May

:1A- M. E. Disoipline, 1905, p. i
2), M. B. 2. Diseipline 1924, p. 10,
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1928 to tinite the two groups into the "United Methodist Episcopal

Church®, but the union has not been ted. Twenty~five articles
of Falth are used by both MM.“

Negro Baptists., Negro Beptists in North America number approx=
imately three millions. They are divided into two main church
factions: The "L. K. williams faction" of Chicego, Illinois and the
“Boyd faetion® of Nashville, Tennessee. Hvery church is selfegovern~
ing, The minister and hie board of descons congtitute the court of
last resort for each church. The Baptists meet in annusl conventions
in oity, county, state and national organisation. An outstanding
tenet of the church is that of "baptism by immersion” in water.
Rules governing the confuet of the church are set forth in “The
Standard Mawusl for Baptist Churchest, °°

Menmbers are reseived into the Baptist churches bty beptism,
lstter and by experience. Nineteen articles of faith are set forth
as basfe in the teachings of the m“

Additional “Optiomsl Standing Resolutions® ave included in the
Stendard Mamusl which are oftimes resorted to by the more orthodox
Beptist churghes among the Negroes, Resolutions are often rifidly
enforced relative to "drinking, card-pleying and dancing®; as is
shown in the followlng declaration:

*Resolved, That in our opinion, the use of intoxicating drinksy

as & beverage, and sleo the manufacture snd sale of the same

for such a purpose, are contrary to Christisn unlca ,‘-?‘{5#‘“
85 pop o general cutling of the A.M.E. Church see moulx/;or graph.

Higoox,EfThe Standard Manual for Baptist Churches®, p. 41.
Higeox,EFStandard Mammal®, “Optional Resolutions”.
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to to pergonal plety, and a hindrence to goepel truth, and that
persons using, making or gelling, are theredy disqualified for
membership in this clurech,
Resolved, That the members of this church are earnestly raquested
not to provide for, take part in, or by any means encourage
danging or card playing; but in all consistent ways to discounte
enange the same as a hindrance to personal godlinees, " 85
Holiness Churches. Another religious group of consideratle size
is that of the *holiness faith". In this group is found the denome
inastions known as "The House of Frayer®, the "Pentegostal Falth®
end "The Church of God in Chriet®. The doctrines common to the
various twanches of this church may be sumnarised ag followss
1. Belief in the Trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
2, Jesus Chniet was, and is, the Son of God.
3. Belief im the personality of the Holy Spirit,
4. Man ig by nature sinful and “fallen",
6. Belief in the baptiem by the Holy Ghost with the " ign and weal
of :mi‘ in tongues*.
6. Use of water baptism.
7 The second comwing of Christ.
8. The ﬁnt day of the week is the Chrietian Babbath,
9. luin congerning general church officers, elders, church property
and political ammll.u
Something of the nature of thig religious group is revesled in
2 higtorical sketch contained in & quarterly pamphlets

885unday School quarterly, 1982, (Church of God in Christ) p. 174 f
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“In the year 1906 a great religious revival, under the suspices

of Elder W. J. Seymoup, of Los Angeles, Oalifornia, swept over.

the weetern portion of thege United States. Hundreds of people
of all religicus beliefs and denominations attended these meet~
ings of this revival, and were baptised with the Holy Ghost and

fire, as on the day of Pentecost, according to Acts 214, 101446,

The news of this revival reached Memphie, Tenneseee, and Klders

¢. H, Masgon, D. J. Young and W. J. Jegter went to California to

attend these meetings, and while there, they sleo received the

Pentecostal baptiem,¢ 56

Other Denominations. Negro Oatholics, Episcopalians and Ghristisn
Selentists and Seventh Day Adventists are identified with the white
denominations of those falths and are governed by the laws and doo=
trines of those bodies. Negro members of white denominations form
a minority group in Ameriga. There are 407,000 Negro members in all
the white church denominatione of the United shtn-" A tendency
towsrd segregating the Negro in white churches which hag been in
ovm:p from the earliest church records in this country has been
& contribubing fastor in the establiehment of the "Negre church®
as a distinctly Negro organizgaetion. Within his own organization
he has been left alone to work out his own religious life.

The typleal Baptist or Methodist church of the rural south, and
of some urbasn centers in the south and north, reflects a curious
blending of the white orthodox Chrietian teachings plus the original
88 gunday School quarterly, 1943, (Ghurch of God in Chrlst) p.174 £

87 Associated Negro Press Article - Schyler, George V. Seattle
Bnterprise, Aorik 1, 1932,
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meic, emotion eand native humor of the Negro. There are times when

the preacher seems to be "possessed®, or as expressed by the members
themgelves, "full ofthe epirit of God". And there are times when
the Negro congregation s moved to delimiums of joy and religious
oenw.“ On such accoasions the event is often desoribed ae a
“baptism of the holy ghost”. The writer has seen euch meetinge

teke place in the most "fashionable" of Negre churches. The most
primitive of practices and beliefs oftimes find expression in some
of these meetings. Some of the churches of the "Pentecostal" and
"Holinoss® group furnish ample opportunity for observation of the
typleal Negro church,

Hegro Ohurch Activities in Orvegon. The Firet African Methodist
Episcopal Zion church, lovated on Williame Avenus near Sen Raefael
Street in Portlamd, Oregon, was establighed in 1883, This church
grew out of the *Peoples Church” which was established in Portland
in 1862 as an independent organization. %This church is a member
of Distriet 11 of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Uonnection.
Puuh} services are conducted on Sunday at 11 a. m. and 8 p. m.
The lLeague,(Young People's Department) which has a membership of
twelve, meets at 6130 p. m. Sunday. There avre twelve auxiliaries,
or clubs, which provide social and recreat onal programs for their
own members and assist in raising funds for the church,

The Pendleton African Methodist Episcopal church is located
at Pendleton, Oregon., There is no preacher stationed at this
charge and the church remains closed moet of the time. The Pree
slding Elder (Supervisor) makes quarterly visits to the church and

s Praté, J. B. "The Religious Consclousness®, p. 394 £,
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conducte services. There are no additionsl church activities.

The Bethel African Methodist Epigeopal clurch ig located at
the corner of Larrabee and McMillem Streets, Portland, Oregon. The
church was organiged in 1894 and has a membdership of 226 adults.
The church has sixteen auxiliaries and conducts the following ac~
tivities: ;
1. Church school. The charch echool numbers 100 members and meets
every Sunday morning from 9:30 to 11. Right teachers conduct the
classes of the school. The "International Sunday School Series®
of literature 1s used by the teaching staff. The school is graded
and affords adult, senior, high school, junior, primary and kindere
gerten groups. One teacher is a c¢ollege graduate, one s normal
school graduate and three are high school graduates.
2. Trustees snd Stewards. This organigation conelste of sixteen
men who meet every Monday night to transact the "temporal® business
and direct the “spiritual 1ife” of the church.
8. The Bethel Chorus is a musical organization comprised of forty
mixed voices. It s directed by a greduate in mueic of the Univere
sity of O;Mfonh at Los Angeles, Thie organization gives mmch
attention to Negro musie and ie graduslly bullding vp an apprecia~
ticn on the part of chorus and church membership for the Negvo's own
masis. In September, 193, the Bethel (horus, augmented to 160
voices, presented a concert at the Municipal auditorium in Portland,
which received favorable comment from the daily press. One of the
newspapers expressed ite approval editorially in the following mammer:

iLet mwe write the songs of a nation', said a philosopher,
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'and I care not who mekes its laws.'

Something like that must have impressed iteelf upon you if you
attended the big chorus of the colored singers at the Auditorium
Monday evening., It was an evening of pure enjoyment.

You hummed a tune or whistled an old alr as you went home. It
wae a reflection of the inspiration of the melodies you heard

at the Auditorium,

And you prodably repeated the performance as you arcege next
moraning. $ing, and the world sings with you; weep, and you

weep alone.

It bas been said that it was Luther's hymns more than his sere
wong that brought on the Reformation., The minors and the chords
and the cadences in Monday evening's Negro spirituals, the mape
_velous tones natural in the voices of golored people, particulare
1y the contraltos, and the precision with which all the numbers
were rendered, softened the feelings and m¢llowed the whole '

nature of the listener. They were an appeal to kindlier end
nobler living.
- {;aﬂul instrument approximates the trained human voige.
‘0ld Black Joe' sung at the concert by a perfect bass, was a
mugical claseic, and ‘Listen to the Lambg', by the chorus, left
& memory that will linger on and on down the years. - =% °°
4. Two church clubs, "The Joy Mekers® and “The Spotlight Dramatic
@ub" present plays and give entertaioments during the year. Eaoh
olub preseuts an average of two plays annually, Casts which reguire

88 regon Jouraal, September 16, 1932,
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from six to fifteen players are used at these performances. Finance
is raiged in this way for the church. A third club of high echool
students, "The Adventurers" meets weekly. The gatherings of "The
Adventurers" are soclal in nature and games and one-act comsdies
are indulged in.
6. The "Mother's Qircle" has e membership of fourteen women. The
dlub has been conducting weekly meetings, holding diecussions on
the protleme of childhood, preparation for motherhood, and guarding
the ¢hild's health. BSpeskers from the Oregon Tuberculosis Aswocia~
tion, the Oregon foclal Hygieme Soclety and logal soolal agencies
have addressed the group and have conducted diecussions in the church
at regular services under the supervision of this church club.
Through the activities of thie organizetion literature on health hap
boen distri mted at regular intervals to the entire membership of
the church. fThe work of this organization has been of an edugation-
al utn\c-
6. The "Knights of Bethel® is composed of twelve men of the chureh.
Ms/lnn sponsors repailr and clean-up projects for the church and
parsonage.
7« "Stowardesses", "Missionary Soclety®, and "Workere" assist in
visifng the sick and helping in the clase meeting system which is
charagteristic of Methodist churches. The older women of the church
are found in these orgenizations.
8« The "Allen League" is an organiszation of eeventy young people
which meets every Sunday evening at 6:350 p. m. Leadership is afford-
ed by e group of high school gradustes and 1ibersl oppertunity e
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given for the digcussion of questions pertaining to the church., The
president of this organisstion cooperates with the city and state
Christian Endeavour Leagues and directs the distrdi mtion of all
Thavkegl ving and Christmas Baskete which the Portland League gives
to the poor. All families listed for gifts are first cleared through
the Confidential Jchange. From thig church organization the ser-
vices of a young woman have been obtained to work as a volunteer
visitor for the Negro families of the Public Welfare Bureau.

The minister of the church offers intelligent leedership for the
congregation and eerves with the social agencies of the city in
matters relative to the membere of hig church and commnity.

meﬁuat churches in Oregon. Two are located in
Portland and one in Lalrande and one in Vernonia.

The Vernonia Baptist church ie without the services of a pastor
et present. The church whioch was built of lusmber donated by the
mill oo;mw functioned as tong a8 the lumber mills of Vernonia
were rumning, But vhen the mille closed down over a year ago, the
Negro families deserted the town. The Reverend J« W Anderson
(deceased) former Baptist migslonary was inetrumental in establish~
ing the church for the Negro families employed in the wills. Oply
six adults who reside in the town at present ues the church for
religious services.

The LaGrande Beptist church had & membership estimated at forty
.mu.” Sundsy preaching services and midewsek prayer meetings
ere held., 'The church atfora; a social center for the local Negro
population and for the trangients of the rece. Lalrands is &

» From records of Rev. J.W. Andeveon, Bsptist missionary for

northwest district.
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rallrosd center of the Union Pacific Rellroad and the walters and
porters from the trains attend the services and "socials” at the
church vhen ever thers is an opportunity to do eo.

The Shiloh Beptist church ie located at the corner of 76th and
Everett Streets im Portland. It was orgsnized in 1915. There are
thirty 4dult members in the church. Preaching services are conducted
at 10¢30 a. m. and 8 p. m. on Sunday. The Baptist Young Pecple's
Union meets at 7 p. m. on Sunday. There are no auxiliaries.

The Nount Clivet Baptist church is located at east First and
Sclmyler Streets, Portland. The membership is 365 sdulte. This
church was organised in 1907, The church holds its smsmberehip in
the “Portlasnd Esptist Assoclation® end the “National Baptist OConven
tion, Ine.* (L. E. williams faction). Preeching services are held
every Sunday at 11 a. me and 8 p. . )

mgmsa Young People's Union meets at 6130 on Sunday énd ie
led by a group of high school girle and boye.

One of the best known musienl organisetions in the northwest
is the Mount Olivet ¥ale Quartet. Through the agency of this organe
igation and the Mount Olivet (horus of mixed volces (twenty-five
wembers), thoussnds of dollars have been obtained for the chureh.

The minister in charge hae recently been sssigned to the churdh
and could give no further information conceraing the uuvuhl.“

The £t. Fhillips Eplecopal Mispion is located at the corner of

Enott and luuv Streets, Portland. The church was organiged in

%1 materview with Rev. J. D. W
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1907 and became a separate church for Negroes in 1912, Prior to
1912 the Negro members worshipped at the Eplscopal Cathedral but ae

the ber of icants grew it was considered expedient to sep~

araete the Negroes from the white attendante. The church has an

adult membership of fifty. Two auxiliaries give annual entertaine
ments for the support of the church, A white missionary, the Reve
erend H. E. Chawbers serws the church., The Episcopal dlocese aseiste
the locel memberehip in refsing their annual budget of one thougand
dollars.

Under the classification of "Pentecostal" or "Holiness" churches
may be placed the "House of PYayer® ﬁid:}:n 13th Street. Thig
church has a membership of forty adulte and twentyefive children,
Preaching services are held Sunday at 10 a« m. and 8 p. m, and dur~
ing the week on Monday, Wednesdsy and Friday nights, There are no
church clubs, no sntertainments are given, no regular dues ere paid
by the members. They pay ae the “spirit woves them" or am “the
Lord has btlessed thn'."

The Russell street Holiness Migsion is located in a rented

““store fromt on Muesell Street near Interetate Strest. There are
two “regular* membere of the clurch and the gongregation averages
ten white and colored "bellevers®. »

When the writer of this report visited the mission, a "healing
service” was being conducted. An elderly white woman approached

the Negro preacher and requested healing for a "tumor® which she

said had been "tothering® her for seversl years. The Negro preacher
¢alled his assistant, an Italian Holiness preacher, and the two

"lntm with Rev. 8
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ministers wont into consultation on the matter. The woman was
directed to sit on a chalr in front of the "pulpit® of the churach;
the Italian helper then knelt down by the woman and placed both of

his hands upon her stomach near the place vhere the "tumor® was
said to be. Then the Wegro preacher took his poeition directly in
front of the woman and placed his left hand upon t;nr head and his
right hend upon her shoulder, The Negro preacher prayed fervently |
end with a loud voice and during the course of his prayer he emit-
ed short, staceato like indigtinguishable noises which gave the ime
pression of the performance of a magigal ceremony. The whole proe
cedure might have been described as an attempt at exorcism.

During the entire time that the Negro preacher was praying, the
Italian aseistant rubbsd the woman's stomach with both hands and ree
poated in a loud volcer "Do Lord, heal her lord!" “Hear our prayers
tlegeed Jesusl® As the Negro preacher concluded his prayer, he
anointed the forehesd of the woman with olive oil. The anointing
ceremony was guaranteed as a sure cure for the tﬂ-ox-. Both preachers
_assund the patient that she would be fully healed if she had
“gufficient faith®,

Thie Negro minister called himeelf a "Priest of God" and stated
that he had divine power (Mana) to heal disease. Throughout the
whole procedure, primitive religion was at one with modern religion.
The officer was in evidence; the ritual was followed carefully; a
potent -thn- (of1) was employed; dogmatism manifested iteelf
in the demand that the patient pt every p ent of the
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Spriest®. The usunal viclous cirdle argument was used: "If you are
not healed, it is either becsuse you didn't have sufficient faith
or it ie due to the interference of some other sin (power)® which
has mlified the msgical procedure and the faith healing."

A few Negroes attend the Apoktolic Faith Church at Sixth and
Burnside Streets, Portland. The clurch hae no "members” and would
give no information concerning the Negro attendante.

In addition to the organized bodies described, there are four
Negro Christian Scientists who attend the vhite Christian Sclentist
churches in Portland; two Negroes belong to the Soelety of Friende;
there are sixty Negro Oatholics (adults and children) in Oregong
and one Wegro woman ie a member of the Bahal Assembly,

The eight adult Negro Seventh Day Adventiste in Portland have
been given a separate church by the parent church. There are eighte
.een children in the church school. Services are conducted every
Saturday in the church with a white sdventist leader or tescher
supervising the work. The parents seand their children to the white
Seventh Day Adventist Week Day School. No finangisl records were
available.

The statistical report of the Negro churches in Oregon shows
that 30,10 percent of the total Negro population of 2,234 is idene
t1fied with the oimreh.”® The recent report issusd by Womros work
in the "Negro Year Book" gives a percentege of the total Negro
population within the church ms 47 percent plus. The discrepancy
in national and state averages may be due to factors of plonser life
end influence of the underworld life as uﬁdm elsewhere in thig

U. 8. Oensus, 1930.
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thesis. There is one Negro church for every two lundred and three
Fegroes in Oregon.

At thig point, we may permit ourselves to advance suggestions
for improving the ke condition of the church organizations.

The African Methodist Episcopal ¢lurch and the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion church would do well to consolidate their church work
in Portland. The Negro population of the city will not, and does
not, adeguately support two lo;n Methodigt churches. Both churches
serve the same area, and their disciplines, hymnals and forme of
organication are practically identical. There is evident duplica~
tion of effort, unnecessary burdening of the congregations and une
ealled for sacrifice on the part of the minigters under the present
system. In faet, the two minigters have had a plan for unifigation
under advisement but no definite steps have been taken on the matter,

The Mount Olivet and Shiloh Baptiet churches should form one
strong Baptist church. Two Negro Baptist clurches are not needed
in Portland, since the Shiloh Saptist church ts not able to do effety
ive work because of its emall membership.

The Ruseell Street Holiness Misslon and the Negro members of the
Apastolie Faith (white) if united with the "House of Prayer® would
strengthen the latter group and mske it selfwustaining. All are
"pentecostal® clurches. The Portland OCouncil of Churches has offered
its eervices to asslet with any plan to unify thess m-tmhn.”

ombers of the Catholie, Eplscopalian, Seventh Day Adventist
end Christisn Scientist churches are under direct supervision of the
white churches of those faiths: Whenever the number of Negre

"% From conversation with the Executive Secretary
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communicants grows in any of these denominations to the point where
a consideralle Yegro group is formed, the Negro members will be given
separate mission cturches. Thie has beon dome by the parent Eplecopal
and Seventh Day Adventist churches in Portland, Oregon.

The Afrigan Methodist Eplecopal church at Pendleton might gain
support as & community church under the supervision of the Fendle-
ton ¥inieterisl Allimnce. There ave seventy-five Yegroes in the
eity and they do not resct favorably to the denominational program
offered bty the A. ¥, E. churdh. ¥o other clmrch aetivity is pro-
vided for these pecple.

A suamary of the soclal programs of egro churches in Oregom
showe the following activitiest

Religloug edugation Birthday parties
Boclal hygiene programe wm
Anti-tuberculoeie programe ®
Drexmatics

Choral vork niking parties
Chureh dinners Soclal service.

A1l chareh programs are handicapped besause of poor physical
plente and lack of adeguate ejuipment. Batertainments and other
sociale have as 2 main objective the raleing of funde to carry on
the work of the church.

It hae been pointed ont that the ¥egre church in Americs has
served the race well during the days of slavery and the reconstruo-
tion. The Hegro has found his greatest and best epportunity for
self expression snd development in the church. Segro leaderehip
during the past soventy-five years has been found, for the most
part, in the Negro church. The 014 Negro preacher and the old Negro
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@urch have served their dey.
Today, however, the Negro church in Oregon snd throughout the
United States faces tho grestest erisis in all ite higtory. Sowo
of the factors that heve precipitated this crieis are os follows:

1. The traised or efucsted ¥egro sceks other profeestions as low,
nedicine, dentistry, teaching, business, civil service.

2. The modern Negro refuses o submit to o “Jim crow® Ohrietisnity.

3. n everpgrowing force of well-treoined Negro writers Lo reloasing
enti-church articies through the ascoclated Segro press. Theee
mm«m-&uummw.mmuntmm
ot teo wil!

§ i ignovent Wegre minfetry is umeble to sorve the Negro songrega=
tion of todsy snd has no defense to offer to its attackers.

. M wwessonstle and un-tusiness 1ike finence and assesement aye=
tem drives the mombership awsy.

8. Attacks uwpon the Segro cardd frow such mem as M. Y. Medkdn end
Clarence Darrow aPe taokdng a %01l of tegro charch membarchipe.

T« The ¥Nagre chureh, and the CMirletian church in gesercl, has folled
to adapt its program to meet the changing noeds of a rapidly evile
iug soclety. MHore is snother ingtunge of “sooial lag*.

€. sttacks of Segro Comemnists who have been trained in Musela and
returned to the United States to teach Megre youths = 0.

& release in the iesoclated Yegro "ress nowapspers for the week
of Berch 31, 1922 «f1]1 eorve to {llustrate the thimd polnte
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The Negro church in Oregon and throughout America faces a new
day. It mugt use every legitimate rescurce at its commend, every
religiouns, eocisl, medical and edugetional egency svailatle in an
effort to serve the people who lock to 4t for leadership and
guidance,

For etatietical record of Wegro churches fn Oregon see Appendix.D, p. 167, |




Chapter IV
BEALTH PRONLEMS OF THE PORTLAND NRGRO

Exinitse ldeas of Nealth. The early history of the American Wegro
reflects the general ideas then prevalent congerning the gauses and
treatment of disease. Negro and white medieal formulae of the early
hycmnrynddlho.” A Negro cure for backsche was a live
toad frog; u-n'nultncwter-boptucm. A Yegro in
Independence, ¥issouri, killed a “yellow dog¥, boiled the flegh and
drapk the gresse to cure himself of hwrwlodu.mo

Various ritualigtie and religious services were resorted to to
drive away evil spirits of eickness and death by Ameriean Wegroes
Just as by all primitive p«min.wl A survival of thig method of
treatment of disease is seen in faith bealing cults and the old argu
ment of the efficacy of prayer in the cure of disease.

The rigors of slavery and of plantetion 1ife took their toll of
slaves but provision was aleo made for the heslth of Negro servante,
Planftetions had their medicine men end their *treatments for
preguant women and sick elaves. It wae good business for the slave
owner to protect the health of his slaves. The 1ife of the open |
field, the rigorous work and regular hours of the workers built uwp
an imsunity to disesse in the slave, meking the 11fe of the qll‘n: \
iteelf a selectiw process. The city 1ife and attendant dl.gu. of
our day was unknown to the bledk man of fifty years ago. m;'or
.Johsu. 0.8. "The Wegrof in Americen Civiligation”, p. 133

Pastorate st. Paul A. M. E. Chureh, 19284 Ind. Mo.
Goldeneeiser, A. A. "Barly Ofviligation® Pe 228,

84
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Fredrick L. Hoffman writes of the Negroes of this period that

"the opinion of Southern phyaicians who practiced among Negroes

before the (Civil) war was almost unsmimoug that congumption

wae less frequent among the colored population than among the

vhuo.w

With the close of the Civil War came the 1iberation of the slaves.
And with the liberation of the Negro slaves and the migration of these
pedple to the large urban centers have come new problems in sanita~
tion, hyglene =nd general heslth,

Iouis I. Dublinm, statistiofan of the Wetrepolitan Life Insurance
Gompany, points out in an article, "the Wealth of the Negro® that
the facte on Negro health are of great interest because the Wegro
forms one tenth of the entire population of the United States of
mertan. 1% 1 44 argued that tmprovesent in the health of the
Kegro would make many of his present dfgabilities vanigh, Quoting
from the records of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company which
tnsures two and a half millfon Negroes, Dr. Dublin gives the follow
ing figures for 1925

Death rate of white per thougand 1.9

Death rate of colored per thousand 18.2

The colored death rate for 1925 was 62.85 higher than the white
104

rate for that year,

Listed ae the cutstanding diseass among colored policy holders
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company for the year 1927 1¢
tuberculosie. *The death rate for this disease was 226.2 per
102 Foffuen, 7.1, *Race Traits end Tendencies of Avericen Negroes,

Pe
103 ,nnale of Acadeny Political & Soc. Science, Wov. 1928, p. 78
104 0% ‘? “ " - A - N l.,:. 7986,
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100,000, or a little more than three times that for the whites.® o
Both white and Negro physiclane realize that the moet important
step in the present day anti-tuberculosis campaign is the control
of the disease among American npon.w‘

The Negro has not been e of the ity of protecting
himgelf from the ravages of disease. Efforts made bty him in hig own
behalf merit favoralle consideration from the national government.
officlal recognition of the necesesity of safeguarding his own health
is seen in the movement known as "Negro Health week",

Booker 7. wWashington, founder of Tuskeegee Institute, gave "Negro
Fealth week" its greatest lwpetus. Hs adopted the health program of
the Negro Orgenigation Society of Virginia and he sent out the firet
great sppeal for this cause:

%At the laet session of the Annual Tuskesgee Negro conference,

some startling facts were brought ocut comcerning the health of

colored people of the United States. It was shown that 45 pere
cent of all deaths among Negroes are preventable; that there are

450,000 Negroes seriously 111 all the time; that the anmual cost

of this {1lness Le $75,000,000; that sicknsss and death cost

Negroes annually $100,000,000. Because of these facts I have

thought 1t advigable to ask the Negro psople of the whole country

to join in a movement which shall be known ag "Health Improvement

Veok", April 11 to 17, inclueive, 1915,

It is now proposed to ask the following organizations to cooperate

105 - Annals of the American Academy, pp. 79-86, Nov, 1928

mnuh of the American Academy, pps 79«88, Nov, 1928
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in a movement looking to widespread efforts throughout the
country to improve health conditions among our people: Ehe
Rational Medical Association; the National Association of Cole

ored Oraduate Nurses; the National Association of Colored Women's
Clubs; the National Negro Business lLeague, the National YLeague
on Urban Conditions among Negroes; the National Association of
Teachers in Colored Schools; the Natiomal Negro Press Assoclation
the bighops and other heads of colored religious denominationg)
state medicsl associations; anmual church conferences and assoo-
fationg; secret organisations; colored insurance companiesi
farmers conferences; churches, schools and other ormluﬂeu!‘ -
The first call issued in 1915 was answered by fourteen Negro
erganisations. The 1931 call met a responge from 36 voluntary organ~
igations. The movement has grown tremendously and is sponsored Yy
the United States Public Health Service and state, omv and eity
organizations,
The National Negro Health Week observed its 18th anniversary

Sunday April 3, to funday April 10, 1932, The United States Public

Health Service, Washington, D. C. issued a Wlletin in which the

following organigstions are 1isted as spounsoring the movementy

The National Hediasl Association

The National Negro Insurance Assoclation in cooperation with

The Us 8« Py W, 8.

State health departments

ol organizations.

fhe bulletin issued by the U. 8. P. H. S« presented the following

projects for each communityy

107
Hational Negro Health Week Mulletin, 1981, p. 10, U-S-P.H.S.
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as,
1. iwerding of "eertificates of merit" to the commnities partige
ipating in the Natfonal Begro Neelth week observance.
2, Yegro health week poster contest,
3, Botter babies certificate of exsmination,
4. Correspondence ig urged with 44 suggested sources of cooperntion
for the health Program,

Tealth Progran of the Portland Negre Qommnity. During the past
two years heslth programs have been present ed to the loecal communi ty
by the Bethel African Kethodigt Eplescopal chareh., In this work the
Bethel church recedyed aselatance from the Oregon Tuberculosis Assoo~
fation and the Oregon Soelal Fygiene Soclety,

In April, 1921 e Public Health Glinie for children and adultg
was neld ot the Willlams Avemue Branch (Colored) Y. w. 0, A+, corner
Tillamook and Williams Avemue, Portland. Dr. Dewalt Payne, M. De
end Dr. DeNorval Unthank, i, De conducted the examinations, They
were aesisted by the Oregon Tuleroulosis Association, Eveven childe
ren and five adults availed themselves of the free examinationg
offered. Oase records of the examinationg held reveal information

of digeasest
CHILDRSN iges 9% months to 14 years,
Rickets 1 Septic tonaily 4
Hereditary syphilig 1 Oircumgdeon 1
Suspected tuberculosis 1 Dental defeot 1
Apperently normal 2 Eye examination 1
ADTg Ages 27 to 62 years.
Fibroid phthiels 1
{chronie tuderculosis) Pltuitary diefunction 3
Sinusitie 2 Eye strain 1
Tertiary syphiiie 1 Tonsils 1
Early eyphilis 1
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A a result of this clinic the Wegro physiclan who sasisted in
the examinations, Dre Delorval Unthank, hag removed tonsils, secured
dental service for the children and has sven mediceledvice and
treatment to ohildren and adults whe availed themeelves of the olinde.

The Portland Hegro Commanity gave its first offical recognition
to mmnumumaum 1932. Through recommends
ation of the "Bducational Committes® of the Portland Branch, National
Agsociation for the Advencement of Colored People, the entire come
mnity was asked to cooperate with Dr., Untherk n the local health
wosk program. fThe following progrem was csrried out
1. Ammﬂutﬁourlauh“u. clurches and other

organizations was called to meet at the Golored Y.¥.C.'. and the
comzittee for the health prograu vas agreed upon.

2. The chairman of mwnmmsmmtm.mm
letter to al} Negro orgouisations in the city. Thie lo.ﬂn oate
lined the generel setivities for national observance and gave the
schiodule for local me.tings. *

The Portlend Advoeate and the Seattle Enterpries, Wogro newspapers,
€2v ample space snd pudlieity in support of ¥hie health week progren.
Risoases of Portland Negroes. The Usited 3tates Cansus of 1930

€lves the Yegro population of the state of Oregom as 2,234 and the

Negro popalation of the eity of Fortlend as 1,589, Nedloal records

of 615 Negroes who live in Portland heve beon made availsble for pure

poses of this study. A twowyear peried, Aprdd 1930 to April 1933,

m‘ﬂidlhmmmbﬂ. ie cowred in this report,

Gt For copy of ammcuncement and fnstructions, see ippendix. &, p. 188,




m.-wuamutormnm It digcloses the

&Mldﬂﬁl&'lllnu.hl..ﬂuﬁlﬂﬁdh.ﬂ,ﬂ“hn
=easures for future months snd years. It may W of value for pure
poses of comparfson with other cities. Case histories of 615 Porte
land Segross refpresents 46.2 percent of the entire Negro popula=

tion ef!hdvndthntonh“cwfmuw

Meeases of Portland Yiogroos

Indigestion, acute
Neurasthenia

- 14
Feuroayphilie
Pistuls

hnnan( )
Incontinence
Scleritis

.

Thrombophleditie

L
0 0 18 Bt 38 Dt et 8 el L L L I T T T res

Of the entire Negro population of the city, 48.2 percent are included
in this medical report of dfssases. A total of 615 medical reports
‘n»luuummuyth“-—uumotmmlﬂ
Negro community. attention i called to the follewingog

108 scarce of information confidentip).
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Syphilisg - 72, or 11.5 percent of the total mmber

Gonnorrhea 65, or 10.5 percent of the total mumber
Acute Bronchitis 60
Inguries 8
Cardio-Renal 40
Chronie tuberculosis 11
Suepected . 1

Intelligent guidance is afforded for & program, sponsored Y
medical nd-“mnmot&dwhmtu-“hth
local Negro Health Week committes. The approach may well be made
mmmmuthmwmmwumm
Tubereulosis Assoctation. In thie work all Negro agencies meed to
cooperate. Special training in eex educatianfor Negro youth ig
imperative,

The snmual report of the Burean of Health of Portland, Oregon
gives the mumber of Negro unn.m;m-u-tmm-.
38, e difference of 22 in favor of the deaths, with a death rate
of 23, vl'h‘ Gsuses of death for Portland Negroes for that period
were as followss
Tuberculosis of respiratory system
Tuberculosis of organs other than above
Disseminated tuberculosis (ehromie)

Syphilig

Cancer of stomach
Cancer of other orgene

Other diseases of the heart

Anguryam

Arteriosclerosis

Enbolism and thrombosis (not cerebral)

Bronchopneumonia

W MM A @ e




Lover posumcnis
Congestion and howworrhagie infract of lung

Inteetinal obstruction

Cirrbosie of the liver

Peritonitie without specified csuse
Caronie nephpitie

Suleids by polsonous gas

Sulelde by dromning

sceldan
tiowioide by firearns

*nnw a3 e en

fotal

The Kegro death rate was twice as high (approximetely) as that of
the local vhite group in 1930, In the record of Negro deaths,
tubereulosis, syphilis, cancer and heart disease have socounted
for 23 of the total of 36 de«the. Wleven deathe were caused by
dlgsate of the heatt snd the circlatory system. For purposes of
comparison Portland Negro population is 1isted with aix other cities
1a vhich the leading cense of death is heart dissaser 100

Fopulation Percont Sotal. Negro death rate ”‘th"

Boston, Wase. 18,900 24 8.9 9.8
Enoxville, Tenus 12,000 12.8 272 16.4
¥ilmington, Del. 11,00 0.6 19.7 8.8
Osidland, Cods 14,800 2.8 9.7 0.8
Portland, Ore, 1,550 0.8 28,0 10,8
Charlestown, %. Va. 6,300 10.8 28.1 13.0

Fortland hias one Negro physicien snd one Negro dentist, The wife
of the Negro doctor iw a trained nuree,

The Negro patient expertences no &4ffiewity in eecuring hospital~
fsation and expert medical care. The loosl Fegro physiclan, Dr, De

109 sohnesn, O. S, *Me Ameriesn Yegro in Our Civiliestion® p, 168
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Korvel Unthank, veports that he has met with eplendid cooperstion
from sll of the Portland medfes! and soclel agencieg and that heslth
agencies respond readily to overy reasonable request for aseistance.
nmmmmmm-prm«mnmmnn

wlmwmmmm hthupnn-mdnuhu.
lodgee and other organimations will mu.nnmmm'.mmm
in the recont heslth week campaign.




Chapter ¥
FEORIATIONAL ACTIVITINS OF WHE NEGRO POPULATION OF PORTLAND,

Buniciegl Feoilitics, e lerge centers of population in the
United States of Asericn have provided for the recrestional active
itfes of the youth., Yaslolpal fecllitics are oftizmes supplecentoed,
howewor, by the work of private organizations.

In vany citien of the north the sste recrestional facilities
aro used by both reces, %t in some of the Negro centers in the
northern citios special provisicn has besn wede for Negro youth,
snd colored recrentionsl and playground directors sre exployed to
supervise their soti vitise.

Oftea there is confiist over the uge of Yathing beaches end
temnls courts. Ths Thissge raoe riot hed its fneipiency in euch o
mmammn.mumumumm
Bbeen takon to prevent the recurrense of nch an experiesos. n
eome of the middle stlantic, western and scuthorn states the Negross
are glven separste pasks or speaial secticns of the publio pariea,
Thie conditicn oblaing in Boltimore, Harylend, where o ssparate
sogtien of the "Nruld BUIL Park® iy reservad for the uee of the
ﬁ-hdmm fraget T. Atesll, Pield Director of the Buremn
of Zcovestion of the Colored Comcunity Service Department of Porke
and Playgrounds sad Recresticn Assoolation of America discussed
this situation as follows:

110 woatter, 7. J.*Segro Probloms in 0ities®, p. 200
131 fras 20 yese's cesidence ia Beltinore, W
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*ge should not overlook the handlosp of not having play-space

or playgrounds where colored people live. The need almost over-

shadowing the other sotivities is a redreatioval program that
can bs both eduentionsl and caltural, such as the inclusion of
snd participation in commaity service, drematic and literary
asctivities that for s large mass of adults will bde the only
attractive phase of the recreational fields

These latter asctivities sre phases of soclal 1ife which colored

people are greatly in need of. Rxcept for a limited and favored
group, secial reercation is largely of the commercial and une
E vholesome type, or, to say the least, condueted in an atwoe=

phere of woral m‘m

The Negroes of Portlsnd, Oraegon, have not experienced great
difficulty in the matter of municipsl facilitles for recreational
eoti dtise. All city parks and play grounds ere open to Negro youth.
The: pleygroonds end ewisming poole in Wontsvilla end Sellwood sre
favorite resorts for boys and girle of grade and high school agee

A emall sumlsr of Yegroes use the municipsl tennis coutts.

Ten colored golf players ues the minfcipal coursss. The Pendne
eula, Zast Voreland, Inverness and RNose City links are frequently
used by this group. A Negro high echool Loy, Robert wright, was
“rusner up® in the Jumlor Cify Golf Tournusent in 19!)."“

Puriks, auto cape and resresdlonal centers are aleo patronised

freely Yty the losal Negro populatics.
12

Sroest T. Atwell, Opportusity Megaeise, ey, 1923,
113 Iaterview with J. ¥ Stenleys '
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Oosmmerciel RBeorestion. The lsrger theatfes in Portland offer
equal privileges to white end Negro patrong. The Portland, Wusic
Box, Alder, Orphews, United Artists, Slue Mouse and Broadway theatres
do not diecriminate sgainet Negro patrons. The Broadeay, however,
follews & policy of seating its Negro patrons on the main floor
during the day shows and in the beleony at night.’'¢

Some of the smaller neighbtorhood theatres have segregated their
¥egro patrons. Mt on a whole, the attendanse of Yegro patrons at
neighborhood theatres is o smell that racial segregation has not
oacurred frequently.

Portland Negroes conduct pudblic dances in halls which they rent
from the white owners. The hall most frequently rented for this
purpose is the "Hibernia Hall® shich is located on Bussell Street
between ¥illiams Avenus and Union Avenue. Colored patrons also
have sccess tothe battleship, "Oregon®, for thelr dances. Wot
infrequently the Wegroes employ shite orchostras to play for them
although three Negro orchestras are svailable in the oity. When
asked wly Negro orchwstras are mot employed to play for Wegro dances
o num sy of emuging replies were veceived: “The cclored boys don't
keoep time®, "The colored slayers can't play good emough for us",
“The colored orchostras seem to lack 'it4. ¥

Four pool and billiard perlors sre operated Ly Segroes for their
own race., The "Friendehip” and the “Wolliday® pool and billaxd
parlors are locsted on Sixth Street near Oligen which is the weste
side location of the old Negro commmnity., The “Curtis" pool woom

134 prnertence of the investigater, D. G. He
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felocated at willlams sverme and Goldler fhreets on the eaet side of the
river; asd the proprietor of the Wedley Votel, Interet:ta ‘venue amd

Hleekoeippl ivenve, cpovetes the lavgeet poa) and bi11liard room for
Tegroes in the efty, Iquipment is owned bty the proprietore of theee

parlors and all games eare "charge" gamee.

Hembers of the Wegro race sre admitted to the Jentgen Beach
Asugement Perk and the Lotus Isle Amusement Park, although colored pe=
trong are barred from the dance floor of the Parks.

Humerous social organisations among the Negro population of the
eity promote vari us recrestionsl sstivities. Private house parties,
card parties, bridgs onrties, private dsnces (sometines called “stompe®
Uy the Negross) are most populay. Woforing, flehing, ball playing, ple=
nics cre likewiss frequently resorted to.

Schoo) Activities, Negro bays and girle participate in grade
school and high school athletie activities. In faot, they frequently
oxgel, e e evidenced in the record of Charles P-tterson, Beneon High
school athlete who =as "high scorer® in the Portland basket-ball league
for the season 1931.32; (eorgs Camnady, Grant high school, 1931, who was
& mexber of the foothall and track teams of his school; and Charles
¥illiams, “Bobbie” Robingon snd “Joe" 1111iard who plared on the varsity
footbull team of the University of Oregon during their college carcers.
"m of the recreational programs
sponsored by the church are given in order that *funds may be reised and
the Xingdom sdvanced®. Theae projects benefit the local dencmination end
afford a means of vecreation for the members and friends vho participate

in them., The best kmown vork of the loesl churches sppearz in the

‘“Aunammmun 4s contained in the chapter on "The Negre

Charch®,
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dramatic clubs, book clube and spiritus) choruses so well known in
church circles.

The Williame Avenue Branch of the Young Yomen's ‘hristian Association
ie located at the cormer of willisme Avenue snd Tillamook Streets, Forte
lend, and s the principal center of recreational activities for the
colored pecple of the city.

The "branch® was organiged in October, 1921. Prior to this time
meetinge had been held in the main duilding of the white Young Women's
Ohristian Asgocistion at the cerner of Broadway and Taylor Streets. The
building which honses the branch was & gift to the Segro women and girls
of Portlend from ¥re. B. 5. Collins, & membor of the central assoclation,

Upon the orgsnizetfon of the "hranch® mush opposition was met
from gome of the colored citisens of “ortland sho ingisted that the
"branch® was a segregation movement and should not be rn.lnd-u.

e villians Avenue Young Women's Christian Aseoclation, bilde
ing snd furnishings, {s valued at 15,655 and is free of dedt. All of
the furniture including the piane and the radio were gifts from Wegro
clubs in the oity of “ortland. A bay's club room and shower baths 4me
on the ground floor; the main floor containg a grmmasium, kitdhen,
office, club room and lobby. The attic has never been finished.

The "illiams Averme branch is doing good work for the NWegro
youth and adults of Portland. Bers is provided a center heve all falthe
and political ovganizations may mest without friction or rivalry, while
the local churches suffer from acute cases of “denomizational loyal ty*
and sectarisn blas which prevents them from earrying on an intelligent

mmﬂhm.l.c..ln.!.l.
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recreationsl program. The mm-hm;:;um equipment necessary
te such a program. Baptists, Methodists, N¥piscopealiane end Penteccstals
re-gghc the church mries of their denominationst

*I'm Baptist born,
I'm Septist bred,
And when I ale
If11 be Baptist desd."
The Young Wowsn's Christian Associotion has no such war ery end conse~
quently is able to bring the factions and sects together. At such union
meetings the old dymne of the church take on real meaning:
“Together let us swsetly live,
Together let ue dle,
nd each a sterry erown receive,
And velgn cbove the sky.*
Charles 8. Johagon, suthor of %The Negro In American Civilisation®,
writeg of the Young ¥Yomen's hristimn Assoctation:
“The Young Nen's and Young Women's Christian Assoclations. The
mogt extensive ingtitutionalized recreational work for Segro
youth is conducted by the two above organigations. The Young
¥onen's Christisn Aesoclation reaches voung Wegro girls through
66 loeal branches composed of Negro members and governed bty intere
recial boards. Specisl emphasis hag been placed upon the Scuth,
and in all, seme 135 secretaries are employed. Through the Girl
Reserve movement, indugtrisl end bSueiness clubs and its regular
ingtitationsl features, an important measure of service is pro-
vided in commanities for a somewhat limited mumber of girle.®
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The local Wranch ig a charscter-building organization and is
directed bty a lecsl committee of management of twelve women who work {n
cooperati.n with a board of management of the centrsl sesociation. An
acting executive secretary, Wrs. Hligzabeth Summers, vho is a graduste of
Lincoln High School, Portland, and a former student of ¥iller's Bueiness
College, is in charge of the colored Mx"

The extent of sctivities of the willlams ivemue Branch, Young
Woxen's Christian Assooistion ie shown by an anslyeis of the budget which
i allotted to the local branch ly the main office of the association,
approximately twenty.five hundred dollars of which has ite source ia the
locel Community Mum

A report of the ¥illiams Avenue Branch Young Yomen's Thristian
Assceiation for Juns, July and suguet, 1931 indicstes the gummer amctive
fties of the organizetion for thie tims. Dring this peried the btranch
orgsnigations do not mest and there is a consequent "let down® in proe
Jocts and activities. The report of any sormal school wonth activity
will mmummu—ummmu' ¢ is during
the susmer months, howevey, when the pubtlis echools are closed, that the
local branch ecould be of great aseietance 1o providing reareational
activities and adequate supervision for the colored girle in the Wegro
gomxunity.
Statistical Report for 1081 « williame Avenus Branch Y.W.O.A.

Attendance High School Oirl Reserws 386
Grade School Reserves 380
Bueiness and Industrial Cirle 289
1% )eus forwed by the losal brandh afford a gulds to activities of
u.thto FET 9o Appendixz¥, p. 16P)
Eee

119 see ‘for veport for June, July, August, 1931.
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Thie study of the recreaticns] opportunities for Negroes in
Wmmammmmumnmm-uﬁou—
bers of the race and thet patks, playgrounds, temsis sourts, 2001 1dnky

tuhanmm-mﬁmouumxnnm'm
in the field of comsereisl recreation. There are a few records of segre-
mn--&amt&mu'hnmmmam

Recreatiossl activitios of the Negro churches are cireunseribed

120 omual Bepart of the mes. Avenue Branch T.%.0.A. for 1931,
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- by denominationsl interests and the necessity of ralaing funds to wupple~
ment the leecal church tudgets. The churches do not have adequate physical
. plents, finence or trained leadership for this most important work.
Kumercus logal clubs follow the general interests in providing
entertainment and diversion for their mewbers.

The tilliane Avenue BSranch of the Young Women's Christian Assoo-
fation gerves as a common meeting ground for the recreational activitiss
of the colored pecple of Portland. The local branch ssems to have an
adequate physical plant and equipment for its needs. The acting eecre~
tary and the various committees are doing good work with the character
building organizations for girls and women. A secretary who hae been
treined in soclal work and in recrestivnal leadership would bring much
to the future 1ife and dewelopment of this worthy institution.

The women of the lecal branch have provided a boy'e club in the
basenent of the building for the use of the boys of the city. There is
& sepaPate entrance to this room. Two nighte a week have been set aside
for the boye to use the gumasium for basket bdall practise and grmnasium
exercize. Twenty-five boye sttend these classes. Work with the boye e
carried on with woluntear workere, ¥re V. %. Koone and ¥r. J, Ingersoll.
The present arrangesent is possidly the best that could be made in an
ingtitution which has teen set apart for the exclusive use of women. Wo
other provision has been made for the Negro boys of Portland. The work
could be carried on to belter advantage in & separate and adequately
appointed bduilding for boys end mem ud/:nhd recreationel direator
should be employed for this work.




Chopter VI
RACE RELATINWS.

The institation of slavery Bad dte @onesis in the United Stateg
uml!“.med:kno‘mlm.md’m“lﬂud
Jareatown, Virginio. e lending of thece slaves and the subsequent
tm:ruum-m.mnmmu-umm
protilen in the soefal, politienl, religiove and industrial 1ife of
mmmmm.mvmmdmmmuub
tmmmm.em

The white haron, :ﬂsmuanmmhdmuﬂnwm
role of master, and the Yegre stawe tecome the gerf, the laborer
MQWM“&Wwb!’IMQfM‘M"- The
-t-u.-xmmmwe«mmranmm Yoing and the
Negro mnmtmqwmmm«wmnnmﬁn—. The
llmbhhodfibhlnﬁﬂvr.a'l&mofmmam
of water®, mﬂun'-hdr.mtmouww‘-uuh
regarded as holy, The blod: mants hetp, 1ips, fave and body weve
mwumwmumu«ornunm The elave
mmﬂ.lﬂ#hmmmhh&mﬂasumu
ot;.nﬂqlnhm.

h!"-aﬂumm-cfdlmnuqu"-hnh
Mmhm.umoruudh—u-o-uﬂ-
“hmnmm. During the two centunies or
mﬁdmhmuhm“dmnbdﬂ“
born to slave women. mmnnnuammuu‘
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ormmuomhmhnlu.mmwm-ﬁ
muu--twmmmua-uunumﬂmno&
natlunh"onmdmmwgulmofmm-moat&_
plantation. The lightest mlabtos became the "honeo servantel,
wu&mam-nm-naauu-mmug
froni i and geveral house work. Very gradually thess fegroes of
“MMnMMnthmm“
torm. uauewhnchmmammumumm
um!hldofm-ndnmm‘hwmfuho-ll‘h
ther white nor Wack, m-unmammuehm
mwmm-onmuu-mmmxaunmu
4lemay. mof&wmof&ﬂblmm-ﬂmmlﬂmt
of the mmlstto in theee wordss

"y old man's = white old man
And ry 14 oothar's Wiade,

If aver I cureed wr white old men
T teleo oy ourses badk,

If ever I curgod sy Wadk 614 mother
Asd wighed she wore in hell,

T'e corey for theb ovd wieh

And sow I wish her well.
wa«umu.mum
By ma dlod in a eheok,

I wonder vhere 1
Boing neither white nor .

mmdmummmdua.—mw
ekin® Eroup, These vere the slavis whe were s few gencrations ro-
mmmnmumw»muumm
M-umnm tany ridioulous designations have

Locke, Alain 1. me.nﬂ.nbmm
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been civen to this clzes. They were kmown as “brown ekin®, “"high
brown®, "golden brown”, snd “chosolate MWwowmn®. These slaves weve
geasrally sesigned to «ialle work, codking, earpeatry, tailoring,
ehue woliing and havbees making, Thay stood upon the second rung of
the lsdder of slave aristooraay, mot quite as good as the mulattoece
bat better than the blacke.

The blacks wove the Inlorers, fleld hands, workers upon whose
bsre basks the tarden of the entire syetem fall most heavily.
ey sere looked upon as the emst inferior of the vhole race end
they ware made to fesl their poteition in 1ife. Thio aystom which
wae inaugurated by the Bnater, soom becwns an mcospted omste system

for the Hegro hizself - ke leamed to drew the color line vithin

the “‘.‘ﬂt

Thers weve thavefore ted Jdlstingt caste aystems which grew up
duricg cluvery and forwed o veritable “wheel in o vheel® in American
fer (1) The impsssatie gulf ehich existed detween white master
and slave in =11 legitimate woclal velotiongs (2] Stratification
among the slawes themsslves based upon the evident percentage of
m Blosd Lo the Nogros

Tvidences of the *lmpassadle gaif* appesr todoy throvghout the
aouth and iz esotiong of the east =il woat. Separate wohools,
@mrohes, bospitels, cemsturies, reaidentisl dfstriots, Jaile and
pealtentaries, special seating arrengeuemts in theatres are 11
evidenoes of the old coste wstem which atill exiets in the United
Statae.

mmmm:.mmamogmhwm
ing®, p. 0.
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mmmwuumu system within his own race in the

matter of mating. tth.oa-nthu‘tu'-nnnhu-ﬂ,n-
othr-d.thtohmothmdww-unxum'
lulncrm&httbdlud-yuthuua'ahuﬂ--tul‘
Y in thie worla®, Quite often the marriage between a 1ight woman
u.Mul-!o&-‘mnwmlemnuwmo-
mmwmqw-mumwmmm«u-
*brain®, “money* or his soolal standing. Segregation practised by
theNegroes themeelves appears often at social functions, in church
mntMlmnlhlmolm hthnlldmmlnwofn

southern Negro women, Jesus #ppoared as "s 11ttle vhite man® snd the
dovil ae “s 1ittle Black man":

'ﬂmh‘!k.duﬁwqhbu‘ﬁn&mhﬂ.
mnxummmnm.muom:um.
mxmmmcmmm'a.u-&m an £h know'd
Mm“m.nnuﬁmu-wl' And Ses' an
dateah black man wus tryint ter ketch me on hie pitch-fork,
Am-n-um'-mu-uuanmmmmum.-c
Ah sed, 'Sobe me, Lawdl® And dat 14tt1' w'ite man tu'k and
Wmum-snama-ahrmuumx.u
m-'muw&-um.n.-anhumomu
"liglon, case Ab folt 1ok sh nebber felt befot ge 133
The emencipation of the Wegro slaves brought emancipation in
—mummmtou.rmmmmmnn. The ro-
mmm-hmummm-u-mmmmnmmmm

138 puciote, 1. 1., *Folk Belief of the Southern ¥egre®, p. 841.
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eould mot be uprooted over night. The caste eyetem which had been
set up Ly plantation owner and accepted by Wegro slave could not be
aboliched by leglslaticn. The days of slavery had lmen accepted with
& cortaln reeignation by the slave snd he siewed upon Cwristianity
28 a religion of compengations and postponed his happinees until the
ehariot of Jesus would eving low and taks him home to reet:

"Swing low, sweet chariot,

Goming for to carvy me home."
In hogven he would have rest, happiness, shoes, & crown and all the
thinges he desited to have on earth,

The perded of unrest came with the Civil ®ar. Thow ands of Negro
sloves and freomen joined with the Mnlon foress and fought for thefr
owt emancipation. Amanda Swith, Wegro woman, vorked with the undewe
ground raflroad and Frederick Douglas, escaped Negre clave, epole fa
the interest of emancipation in the sastern states and in Pagland. Nat
Turner, Wegro slave preacher, led an insurrection in Scuthempton Counw
ty, Virginis and surdered sixty shite oltizens,}

But while these Negroes worked in the interest of freedom, thou~
sands of falthful Negro slaves tock care of their master's plantations
in the south cnd even enlisted in the Ooufederate Army to uphold the
traditions of the south. The Negre slave displayed a viearious
loyalty.

It f3 a most natural thing that the smerican Negro should eeek
to emmlate the smerican vhite men, He bas centered his ideal upon
the "mareter® type and he has tried to copy him. The colored man

“‘-u--. Carter G. *The Negro in Ogr History®, p. ¥4.
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has sought to straighten his hafr, whiten hie ekin, 1ive in the
"big house" and uso the samo langusge that the "superior® race uses.
In many instances the Begro has been known to go without the neoe
essities of 1ife in order to "lock the part®s In the capacity of
domestics, waiters, valets, the Negro has had opportunity to learn
the white man's manmerisms, customs, habits, vices, stondards of
living, end something of his culture, Many of the colored people
who show the moet refinement and culture are thoge who have lived
for years in the private howes of wealthy vhite people and who have
absorbed comething of the emlture content of their employers. These
Fegroes are well informed on tabsl etiquetts, they know how a home
should be furnished and they are conversant with quotations from the
stock market and sre well posted on the latest Parisien styles. i
Ourrent matters of chareh and state as woll as the most intimate
secrets of the best femiliss in America and abroad are well kmown
to thew. These servants reflect something of their contects in
their own home 1ife. They feel nothing tut diegust for the “poor
white® who camnot afford to employ them and they show pity and cone
tempt for the Negro vho dods not know how to act and what to wear
vhen out in ®gociety*. ¥

Rave consclousness appeare with some of the American Negroes.
Thie group of Nagroes desires to preserw the integrity of the vace k
and they mamufagture colored dolly end print plotures of HWadk 'i
angels to ingpire rase pride in the youth, ¥o fraternity with
Csucastens 1s tolerated by thiw group.'® waveus Garvey, Jemacisn
Hegro, founder of the Universal Negro Improvement Asscciation,

x.lullu. ¥« 5. lectures on "Contemporary Social Novements* (The Negro)
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declared in a cpecch to the agsoclation meubers in Bal timore, Maryland:

"I'm going to meke me a Kladk God, a Hlack Jesus and Hack saints.

That ‘s the only way I can remain a Christian and keep my self-

respect, ® 126

Assimilatio n between the white and black pesople of America
which had 1ts inciplengy in slavery continues today. Laws have been
passed to prevent "mizing® of the races in pubdlic places. Three~
fourths of the states have laws prohibditing inter-marriage but mige
cogenstion still goes on in Americs. Relations between master and
clave and intermarriage between mulattos and darker skimnes Negross
seons to be developing a race of people in America which may not be
vhite end may not be black.

The w=hole problem of race relations in the United States glves
ground for optimiem in the minds of students vho believe that progress
end fmprovement i¢ possiWe. The work of loyal white and black men
aad women has bad its good effeat. There are evidences of progress
on every hand ins (1) The "Freedman's Buresu® for the educstion of
Begro youth. (2) Bleraclsl ovganizations for the study of rage re-
laticns, (3) Gifts of shite philanthropiets for the hospitalizatiom,
rural schoole and churdws for Negroes. (4) The Negro's om efforts
" to help himeelf through his churches,lodges, schools and famm life,
The leadership afforded by Booker 7, vashington and R. R, Hotom at
Togkeeges and Hampton Institutes has been of significance in the
matter of vocational training for Fegroes. (B) The most recent ap
proach to race relationg has been through the avemue of soclal work.

fhe Hational Urban lesgue of New York City has placed secretaries

“w«mmmumtm
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in all of the lerge American citfes vhere a considerable Negro pope
ulstion {s found. These secretaries have bsen trained in soclal work
and in industrisl relations and they assist the local group in obe
taining employment. They constitute a means of 1iaison bYetwesn the
vhite soclal sgencles and the Fegro population. Reoreational leader-
ship is afforded through the seeretaries of the Urban lesgue end bealth
progrems are sponsored throughout the year.

Charles 8. Johnson and Bdward ¥. frasler, soclologists, of Fiek
University, and Forrester B. washington of the Atlanta School of
Social vork are doing effective work in preparing trained Yegro soo-
fal vorkers for service in the urban centers of the north and the
rural digtricts of the south and west. The Negro church can be of
inestimable value in this new sporeach onos It has been made to wee
the relation between the field of religion and the prodleme of actusl
1ife.

We have coms o long way alongthe road of race relations. The
ideas of a “euperior* and an "inferior* race are giving way to a
scientific approach which enalles us to see our prollems ss fellow
citizens.

[Ease Belations in Portland, Ovegon. The small Fegre population
in Portland is ploneering in the fleld of rece relationa. Few probe
lems ooy between the races in the cities of the west where the
Fegro population ie small, bocause it s only when the Negro appears
in large or increscing numbders or in come macner ssems to thrsaten
the status of the vhite that resentment is wost evident. The cole
ored popalation of the city 1e 1,589 or approximately 0.3 percens,
whereas the total urban populetion is a 14ttle more than 300,000,
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But emall as the Negro population appears Yy comparison with the toe
tal population of the city, there are nevertheless instances of
racial coafliect. The sarly history of the Negro in the state shows
a definite attitude of resentment on the part of the white popule~
ticn to the presence of the Negro. laws passed during territorisl
dsys and Guring the early days of Oregen's etatshood prohibited
free and elave colored people from residing in the stete. A conser=
vative population has preserved something of these early traditions
of the old Oregen countyy. As & cospromise to the sdherents of
slawty, it vas agreed to keep Oregon a country for white eitisens
only and this agresment may have been a factor contrituting to the
pencity of the Negro population &n the states Other limiting fao-
tors may have been the geographicsl location and climactic condie
ttmma.unmmtmm'mmﬂ-«mm
ing states of ¥ashington and California prow that these factors
have not restricted the Negro mumbers within the latter borders.
The colored population of Washingtom is three times that of Oregon
shile Califonnia has thirtyesiz times as wany Negroes as this atate.

¥any interesting disdomres confirmiug the assumption that eoler
antagonigm has been ths foremost factor in restricting the Negro
population were olrained from interviews Uy the writer with plomeer
Hegro aiticzens. The wost flagrant cutburets of race hatred have
boen instigated ly Negross acquiring, or attempting to acquire,
property {n seetions of the city vheve the community seemed define
itely organised to exciude them. One might expect a “black belt”
as the evident result of this diserinination. The matter of
residence has, howsver, been worked cut in s more uaique way. During
Portland's infancy ¥egro families obtained homes here and them in
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remote sections of the city and its environs where vhite neighbore
were not close enough to be congerned about their presence. But aa
Portland has grown to maturity, homes have teen erected close to
these Negroe's residences and they have been accepted ae part of
the neightorhood by right of priority. Many Wegroes have moved into
homes againet protests which quisted down shenm they proved capable
of caring for the vpkoep and sppearance of their property. An ex-
ception to this vas the “unthank case™ which iy the best known and
sost violent ocutdresk of the past few years.

Dr. D Unthank, a Wegro plysiclan, had purchased s home in weate
moreland, a middle class residenstisl district, unaware of any oppoe=
sition until he had mede final settlement with the real-sstate agent
end was ready to mowe into his newly soquived residence. Pirst he
was visited by a committes from the cosmunity sdvising him not to
come into the neighborhocd, Yut whes he dedlered his plans unchanged,
vandale attacked his residence and smaehed s11 windows. Threats were
made by telephone and mafl, and sgitation contimued until he was
foresd to vacate the property. Daily popers geve this incident mueh
patlicity and Detter thinking shites deorfed the attitude of the
commnity.

Baelsl conflict sppeare again in pudlic restaurants and hotels
of the city, for there are restaurants that »ill not serve a coléred
patron and hotels that refuse to sccomodate a Wegre visitor. Gquite
frequantly signs appear in the windowg of restaurants which reed -
*we serve white people omly®. A drug store in the Negro dlstrict
refuses to serve Negro patrons at the fountain and has erected a
sign over the lungh sounter: “we resorve the right to serve whom
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The presence of a growing "black belt®, the existence of Negre
churches and colored misecionas set apart bty the parent ecclesiastical
bodles, the experiement of the *International House” upon the univer-

sity campuses ave evidences of racial segregation in the state.

The Negro group of Portland, being fairly alert and sensitive
to its condition, has a nucleus of folk interested in attaining hare
monicus relations with other pecples and at the same time walnthining
their own rights ae citizens. The local branch of the National Assoow
istion for the Advencement of Colored People seeks to defend the ofe
vil rights of the Negro kmd hae been instrumental in having objection-
sble signs resoved from store windows and counters; in combating
residential segregstion; and in opposing the showing of the film, “the
Birth of a ¥ation®. Both races are representsd in the personel of
thie organization, working as an agent for the civil and legel Juse
tice ofthe group, The churches, through the ministry and spiritusl
choruses, have sought to interpret the Negro to the white populacs
and to create sympsthetic understanting between the groups. Indiwe
idual leadership is sporadic and ascends on sppropriste cccasions
such as political campaigns, charity drives and other affirs of
soclial eongequence. The community has ite quota of selfesppointed
lesders and soclal climlers who seek to interpet the Negro to the
white group through the medium of smsll eoclel gatherings and
spoech meking on brotherly love without kmowledge of a scientifie
or sociclogical approach to the problem.

mw of the inwstigator.
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Bi-racial cooperation presents the most hopeful approach to the
prollem of race relations in the eity. The Portland Couneil of
Churches works with the assistence of the white and bladk congrego-
tiong of the city. Negro ministers participate in the deliberations
of the Interdencminstional and demominationsl sllifences and two of
then serve on the Commission of Soclal snd Industrisl Zetterment of
the Portland Couneil of €hurches. The exocutives of the williamg
Avenue Branch of the Young Vomen's Christisn Aesocistion meet once
a month at the central office «ith the white executives of the main
office end repressntatives fros both offices essist with the local
programs of the asscelation. |

During the month of Yebruary, 1932, the First Congregational
Church conducted a “Soodwwilletour® of the Regre community. TForty ,}.
mowbers of the church partfoipated fn the tour vhich was the wost
unique experiment of the kind ever attempted in Portland. Negroee I”
Bave been cslled upom on numercns occasions to vielt white churches
end  clubs, but representatives of white organisations had never
attempted & study of the Negre community prior to this time. In
the coursee of the tour, several Wegro business enterprises, homes
end shurches were visited, Adinner wvas servsd at one of the Negro
churches and the tour ended with o mass mesting at the williamg
Avenus branch Young Women's Christian Asscclstion.

Another means of bBieracial cooperation is to be found in the
approach mads by the soclsl sgencies but there are no Negro agencles
eonducting soclal work in Portland. The Watfons) Urban League,
leading social work agency among Wegroes, opened en office in Seattle,
vashington, two years ago bub 414 not consider Portland because of
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fts small Wegro population. wWomen's clubs have participated in give
ing Thaskegiving end Christuas baskets after the fashion and concept
of social work as understood by the public, and the Negro clurches
kave helped thelr cen wmemlership ce far as their financial ability
would permit them to do wo. The 7illisms Avemus Branch of the Young
Wowen's Christiss tstion has cooperated with local social agen~
cliog in the placement of workers and in directing recreational ao-
tivities for Negro youth. A Negro minister who is a graduate of
the Fertland School of Soctal ¥ork has served for two years ss a
voluntary probation officer in the Department of Domestic Relations
and hes given his eervices to the Pullic welfare Buresu, the Child
¥elfare Commiseion end other coclal egencies of the eity. Through
the assistance of thig worker a conmecting link has been established
between the Negre church orgenisations, the population snd the social
sgencies. Yealth agencies, in cooperation »ith the ¥egro phywiolen,
are sble to approach the colored populstion with wesssges on social
hygiens snd tuderculesis; and dhurches and cluby are making requests
of the agencies for speskers, litersture and guidance in their prode
lems. The coclal sgencies which handle the Negro cases may receive
splendid coopsrstion from the ministers, churches, clubs, Young
Tomen's Christian Asscclation ( colored snd vhite brandies) end
the Hegro plyeiclan and dentist of the olty.

Social work makes the spproach to rage relations through the
vastibule of sclentifis fngquivy. It finds that prolenms of the Negro
ore the prodlems of the commnity and thue it recognizes the truth
thet “I am my Wother's keeper®. A proper harnsssing of the forces
in the Segro community which sre found in church, ledge, ‘weinass
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and club 1ife, with those social, industrial, educational and re-
ligicus agencles of the eity which have shomn a disposition to
assist the Fegro, will emable the loeal group to solve their own
prodlems and to m» into the full stature of imerican oitizen~
ship. 4 radient optimisn pervades the minds of thoge who are
attempting to trisg thig about and they find canse for evultation
when they consider the progress shich hag been made in race re=
lations sines the close of the Olvil war.




Chapter VI
PHILOSOPHY OF I1INE: ATTITUDES TOWARD EDUOATION

Thie paper deals with that philesophy of 1ife as revealed in
the educational congepte of the loca) Negro. fPa forming these cone
oepts, many forces have been at vork in the Negro's wind, not the
least of which fe the fores of the “occupational classes” in vhich
the ¥egro has found himgelf Guring the centuries he has l1ived in
America.

Mpumaormmhmnmnmmlydu to the
‘-sutbramclﬂcwnhhr supply. It appesrs that the
vast majority of Negroes was used for the purpose of agriculture
and that the mn.n-uum-npxm of residence for him,
Fevertheless in some cities and states the m found employment
in other pureuiter

-mmmm-m-‘nrmmmyummmu

developed socfsal and egonomic olasses which posssssed some

degree of culture ang independence, In Charleston, South Oare
olina, for exampls, the fres colored people agquired a monopoly
of the mechanieal arts. In New Orlesns, free nulattoes ooou~
pied positions ag carpenters, cigar-makers, magons, shoe-makerg,

tatlore, olerks and teadhere; and in the enumeration for 1850

there wers four gapitaliste and one I&QM“ AR e

A similar differentiation of the Negro populstion was to be found
in Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cincinnati angd New York before the
otviy war, 1%

1%

Wealey, (harles H, "Negro Laber in the United States® 18001925
PP. m.
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The woet significant differentiation of Negro population has

taken place since the Civil vwar., The tendency toward differentia=

tion has Yeen even more marked singe the close of the world war.

A change in relationehip between the two races has been taking

place and the migration of Wegroes to urban centere has helped to

hasten this change in relationghip. Dr. Robert E. Park, sociolo-

glat, states that:

*Originally race relations in the South could be rather accure
ately represented by 2 horigentel line, with all the white folk
above, and all the Negre folk bBelow. But at present these re-
lations are assuming new forms, and in consequence changing in
character and mesning. With the development of {ndustrial and
professionsl classes within the ¥egro race, the distinetion
betwsen the races tends to assume the form of a vertical line.*

It does not appear that Portlend offers the same occupational

¢lasses vhich may be seen in ¥ew York, Chicago or St. Loulg. Porte

130

land with ite sixteen hundred Negroes offers a picture, in minlature,

but

one that does not geem to show the same range of social and

aconomie clasees found in the larger urban centers. The lines are

not

1%

quite so tant nor so mamercus:

“In New York's Farlem may be found all the c¢lasses and levels
from the very poor, living a femily in » room, to the exclusive
sets on such streets as "etriver's row'. Harlem has its apart-
ments as well as tenements, its Dusiness streete and its white
1ight dietrict. It also has its raciel prejudices. There are

Ammgle of the American Adademy of Political and Sooial Sciefne,
OXXXX ¢ 20.
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the southern Negroes proud to be called Americans; while opposed

to them are the foreign-born West Indian Nezroes who are equally

proud of the fact that their fathers were never slaves." a

The Negro coumunity of Portland boaste one doctor of mediocine;
one dentist] three lewyers; two railway wail clerks; five miniaters;
tventy business men and vomen who take care of the small businass
of the commnity which &8 congentrated, largely, on Williame Avenue.
Practically sll the rest of the population find employment as Pulle
man porters; dining car walters; station porters; janitors and dome
estics. In this regard, the occupational classes of the local Wegro
(according to interviews with the clder Negroes) have remained prage
tically the same for the last fifty years. Attitudes of the local
vhite group ee veen in the discuseion of the early history, laws
againet Negroes, residential restriction, may be of significance
in determining these occupational classes and in helpirg to mold
the philosophy of 1ife of the local Negro. It would seem that the
“place” of the logal group had been well defined for quite a time.

The Portland Negro finds himself isclated, geographically, firom
the meas of Negroes in America. He is out of touch with the great
streanm of Negroes who are doing things in America. I' is true that
he has his "Negro Press” as a weans of commnicstion, but he lacks
the "living example® sssentisl to atimmlate him to activity and eme
ulation. This may account for a complacency which seems apparent
in the lecal group. A total of one hundred aznd fiw Negroea wers
interviewsd regarding their edusational views and I have arranged
the results of ay findings on the “"age basis®. IAnswers of the

n Andorson, Nels and Lindemen, Bduard C., "Urban Sogiology" p. 80.
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“Oléer Negro®, "Hiddle Age Croup", and "Young Negro® appear. The
search has been, at most, an elusive and intangille something, b
sufficient, I hope, to guide me in the further gquest of the subject
vhich I intend to meke.

Ihe Clder Negro. Statewents reflecting the typleal attitudes of
the Portland Hegro have been collected, of which the following are
vepresentativer

*It is not necessary to hawe an eduestion to get along in this
 1 world. My parents kanew the rigours of slavery and they weve
5 able to live. I have been a¥le to asquive property, pwy wy !
bille, dress decently nd hold my own without an education.

Cozmon gense’and 'Mother-wit' are the things a man needs to

mske 1% L2 this world and God has endowed us with thoss gifts

and 1t §s wp to us to make the best use of them.

"It ig futile to put wuch emphasis upon education here in the

northeest. After you haw given your children the finest eduga~
s cmmmmouu.mm-.mymtmwxhh
hoxes and stations of the town. There is nothing open to them
but wenial labor. There arve only certain restricted fields
open to them anyhowees."
%4 grade school educetion is more than enough to make a sucesss
in this 1ife. When ve cospare such an educstion with that of
cur fathers and mothers we are indoed rich in ‘this vorldt's
goode'. ¥Yhen I was much younger I was taught that a grade school
efucstion fitted a boy to becons an Americen citiszen. Soms of
our greatest leaders (and heve the name of Fredrick Douglas was
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ususlly mentioned) hed less then a grade school education, "

"Any kind of 2 higher eduestion i3 the vrong thing to have.
God did not intend that we should know so wuch. The only thing
we need fg to get the 'spirit of God! and all other things will
be added unto us. Tesides, we wust remember that Jesus is come
ing again on the clouds and all things of this world will be as
vanity. that's the use of preparing ourselves to live in thig
world - this world is not the home of the soul anyway'
“his vorld s notes-my home
This world's a howlin wilderness ~
This world fs notea-my home,
This philogophy nl. cormon among certain religious sects, notably
the “Pentecostal®, "Qmursh of God¥, and "Holy Roller® types. In a
settlemant known as Russellville, vhieh i located on the Base Ling
Road just bayond the city 1imits & nunber of families of these sects
reside. There philosephy of 1ife {s reflected, not only in their
ladk of education, and ladk of interest in the pureuit of 6ducation,
tut the philosephy g translated 2lso in terms of an ungightly come
munity. Work with the loeal social agencies, notably the Pablie wel-
fare Parean, gsve the writer an opportunity to observe these people
at firgt hand.,
4 group of the older Negroes insigts on aiving their children
@reater opportunities snd a move 11%eral educetion than they, theme
delves, had. Here ig sozething of the spirdt of the Jewish Lmni grant

*mh!‘.Mnﬂthnﬁ sweat shope but saw to it that
his children attended the best schools and went into other fields of
Labor, '
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¥igdls jge Group. In this group several men and women who made
their living ly working in the underworld were found. They, them
selves, rua the hotels, rooming houses and flats and cater exclue-
ively to "undervorld trade" but they keep their childmen cut of the
environment and send them to the best sastern sclhiools that they can
afford.

A large class in this group believes that s superficial trainme
ing and a "gift of gad" ig all that ia necessary for life. Gemuino
education ie not necessary. It e encugh to zive the appearfance of
learaing end to wear the clothes, assume the anir, 1ive in the style
and be soen in the company of great minds. To prove the position
of guch a contention thay point to cutstanding eramples of those
who have achieved "success” By following this thearys

$till smother comparstively large percentege of this grouwp
clings to the belief that “natural sbility” is ell that is eseentisl
to moccess. They argus that the Segre has netural abMlity as a sing
er, entertainer, codk, eto. It is a wasto of time to spend woney or
attend school in an attempt to improve the *maturel Salent® vhich God
has given to you. Here we find ammber of singers who possess falr
voicas wyho insist thet they have achisved the top in that profession.
Hore algo nre te be found numerous good eocks who believe that thay
know the last thing that Ls to be known in the art of cocking. When
a certain directer of music iasisted thet o menbder of the chorus
attend rehisargsl, the director was informed that "natural ablity
Gannot b laproved wpon."

The Yeung Negro. Within this group were found two rather strile
ing 1deas regerding the education of the Negro youth. Firet, there
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was the contentlon rafsed that the wulatte 214 n t need more than
sn ordinary education beecsuse Jod had favored him with a "light come
plexion® and that lugured success {r life. Vere the writer found
something of the philesovhy of the saste system vithin the race ite
#0lf which i{s ec spparent in ¥ashington 0. €., Richwond, Fhiladel-
phls snd other cities of the south ond esst. It was pointed out
that 1t was essier to obtain employment, more doors were open for
soclol contactey less opposition was felt fromw the vhite race snd
%0 & highor educstion was not necessary. On the other hand, the
theory was found that o "dark® child needed to have an exceptional
edugation to overcome the handicsp of race within the race iteelf
zed from the white group ss well. Hduestion was looked uponm, then,
o8 a means of bresking down barriers withim and ocut of the race.
One mother insigted that her child, who wag dark sheuld receive
the best edumtion possi We. “This will Ye her only chsnce" to get
bWy &n swerige. In thig regerd the findings of Perckovits are
intorestingt
*Is it surprising thet he should term Yegroid hair and features,
for example, 'bad' and the less Wegroid ‘good!, and that the
lighter colored, f.e. .. , thoge having the wuggestive designes~
tions of 'brown', ‘high-brown', *high-yellow', - - ‘pink’,
cheuld have the advantage in hig coseunifty? That the lighter
colored ¥egro has so sdvantageous place swong the Negroes
thangelves has been regognized. Sometimes 1t fe nsekbbed to
kigtorical ressons snd the acguiescence in the genoral culture-
p‘t@lt&t!mbmﬂ- - so-
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Then too} there are sctual Alseriminations within the Negro pope

wlation againgt ite own darker members. I found to ny astonishe

ment that it Ls diffioult for & dark college man to ‘make' a

Fegro Oreek Letter fraternity, while the sooial opportunities

for the women who happen to have distinetly Yegroid features and

eoloring are very small indeed.® 132

There eppeared the proponents of the "shite collared” jobs and
those whe favered the agricultural end mechanicel pursuits. This
group seemed to ladk clearly defined parspective regarding vocations
&l guidance and tended to fpll into the two eamps represented by
¥. B. DuBoige and Bocker 7. veshington. the former preferrved the
"white collared” class regardless of epportunity or preperation as
the ®only* thing to do to prows one's ﬁhul for Americen citisen-
+hip. The other group approved of the stand of Washingtony owmere
shlp of land end knewledge of the tuﬁn ge the only Srue basis upon
whigh 1ife might be maintained. vithin this latter clase were a few
who desired sn education in order to establish a ‘usiness which would
in turs offer employment to others of the Negro race.

4 desire to "emulate” someons slse congtituted the sole basis for
& deeire for edudstion. TFewwre in this class, Some of the same ideas
spperent in the philesophy of 1ife of the older and widdle class Nee
groes was absorded by the younger group. Putility of an educationg
lack of confidence ia the Wegro's ability to learnp superficial train-
ing; natural ability -~ all these found egho within this group which
disoussed the question in thres "league sarviges. Cropping cut here
snd there, howaver, were evidenges of appresiation for thorough traine
ing end equipment for 1ife, and the constant pursuit of the higher

educstion by the few confirwed that fack.
132 - Herskovits, Melville J, - "The American Negre - A Study in Racial
Cz‘qlli’w”
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APPENDIX A

Portlands Ore. August 26, 1907,

Dear Sir

I have received from you a gopy of the letter I
wrote in 1857 ae to the introduction of Slavery into Oregon.
This is quite a revelation to me for though I had not for-
gotten that I wrote such a letter its contents had almost
entively escaped my recollection, There wae 2 good deal
of excitement in the gountry about Slavery at the time
this letter was written, The troubles were then brewing
which broke ocut into & civil war in 1861, I then belonged
to the Demoeratic party & was Chief Justice of Oregon
Territory by the appointment of Franklin Pierce a Democratic
President & though I belonged to that party & contended
that the slave holding itates should have all the rights
guareanteed to them by the constitution I was opposed &
had been opposed e inge I became & voter 0 the extension
of Slavery into the new .tates, Many of the emigrants to
Oregon before the formation of the State CGovernment were
from Mise quri, Tennessee & other Southarn States & were
favorable to Slavery & were axious to have Oregon made &
Slave holding States They were generally holdars of
Dopnation lend cloims consisting of 640 acres & they not
only wented Slaves for household servants & to cultivate
their lande but they wanted as far as was poesible to
create & preserve an equilibrium between the Slave holde
ing & the non Slave holding states, Those who favored
Glavery telked loud & made a good deal of nolse & many
of the leading Democrats with General Joseph Lane at their
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head a man of great personal influence in the Territory .
were open & pronounced advocates of slavery & under an appre-
hension that they might succeed I wrote the letter which

was published in the Oregon Statesman then conducted by
Asahel Bush, As 1t turned out a majority of the people
favered a frae States I do not Mmow how much or how little
this letter had to do with the result but I know that I

was the only man in the Democratic party of any prominence
who took an open & decided stand sgainst the pro slavery
movements The fact was that those Demoerats who figured

in politica were looking forward to offlieial positions

under the state Government, & were afraid to say anything
against Slavery fearing that they would thereby injure

their changes for success; for in those days to be a sound
Demoerat if 1t was not necessary to openly advocate Slavery
it was negessary to keep still upon the subject. I had been
Chief Justice of the Territary for four years & my adminise
tration of the of fice was quite satisfactary to the people

& I was leargely talked about as cne of the first Senatoras

in Congress from the State & my prospects appeared quite
flattering tut when I publiehed this letter they went
“glimmering" & politically for the time being I was as

dead as a mekerels The Pro Slavery m‘om:nd that |
though I pretended to be a Demoerat I was an abolitionist i
in dlsguise & to be called an Abolitionist then especially |
in Opegon was to be olassed among outlaws & enemiss to the i
peage of the country, When the convention assembled in
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1857 to form & State Constitution the same timidity as to
saying or doing anything adverse to slavery characterized
a majority of the members of that body & in order to aveld
any personal responsibility upon the subject the Convention
decided to submit to the pecple at the time the vote was
taken upon the gonstitution the question as to whether or
not slaves should exist in the state, One of the arguments
of the advocates of Slavery was that if Slavery was not
l&ptod the State would be overrun with free negroes & to
avoid the effest of this argument the Convention sgreed to
submit to the people with the constitution a provision
that froe negross should not be allowed to com into, or
hold real estates, ar mke acontracts or maintain suits in
the State, This was done to propitiate the Slavery propae
ganda & was to use a common c.pression "a tub thrown to the
whales" This provision to the disgrace of Oregon was adopte
ed .bus has since been mullified by an amendment to the
Constitution of the United 3tates. The change in publie
sentiment upon slavery singe my letter was written has
been as great as the change in the material advancement
of the €ountry.

' Yours very truly

Geo. H, Williams,

Geo, He Himes

Aast, snnmy Hueor&ul Soclety
Rortland, Oree




APPENDIX B

SLAVERY IN OREGON

TDITOR STATESMAN--Sir: Though I have resided in Oregon
more than four years, I have never appeared in the newspapers
to discuss any question, public or private, and would prefer
not to do so now; but deferring to the judgment of personal
and party friends, and under the rule preseribed by you for
correspondence of this kind, I have concluded to trouble
your readers with an article upon slavery in Oregon,

I have no pleasure in the question--nothing directly
to maine-perchargce something to lese by uiﬁmm-lm -
pecting however to have my home in this countwey, I confess
to some solicitude that a question so deeply affecting all
its interests should be fully discussed and wisely decided.
Views like those here presented are not premature at this
time, Kuch has been sald for slavery, Candidates for office
have become 1ts chapions on the stumpe-documents have been
eireulated=-a paper has been set up for ites advocacy. These
things invite, in fact, force discussion, Wen are rapidly,
perhaps inconsidevately taking sides, and determining as to
thelr votes upon this question, Differing reluctantly from
many friends for shose opinions I have respact, I am cone

strained to think that Oregon had better begome a non-slavee
holding itate. I shall argue with faocts and figures in favor
of this position, I ask those concarned carefully and dis-
passionately to consider the subject in all Lits bearings,
then do in refarence thereto, what judgment dletates to be
done, I appreciste the mgnleudo\bt the theme. To discuss®

128,




129.

all its features and effecte, one mst know, like a spirit
of the past, and speak like a eybil of the future, “onscious
that this slavery discussion has shaken the pillars of the
republic~-~has rent the most powerful church of the mation
in twain--has appeared upon the plains of Kansas with filerce
strife and bloodshed; I address myself to 1t, feeling some=-
what as I would to approach a gloud charged with lightning
and & whirlwind, I hope however, that the sontroversy will
not grow up in bittermess, and bear its fruit in convulsions
here, as 1t has elsewhere, but that good feeling and moder=
ation may preveil in all that is salid or done sbout the
matters

Whatever else may be alleged against those who oppose
slavery in Opegon, they camnot, as it seems to me, be
charged with commencing the eontest about it, Daniel
Webster said in his celebrated speech of Mapech 7th, 1850,
in the Senate of the U,5.; that God had fixed the natural
1inits of slavery southward of this, and though dead, his
words yet live and are true, On the 26th day of July, A. De
1845, the real pathfinders and pioneers to the Paclific coast
resolved that "slavery or involuntary servitude should not
exist in this Territory,"--On the 14th of August, 1848, the
Congress of the United States, by & law voted for by sStephen
Ay Douglas, tﬁ approved by Jas. Ke Polk, declared that
"slavery should not exist in Oregon,” People came here=

laws have been enacted--spfifl bits formede- an entire
system of polity set up, amd I and those who think with me

now, seek nothing but a e¢ontinuation of this state of things,
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which these laws ¢of God and man have established.

I quarrel with no one whose honest feelings or preju-
dises incline him to favor the ifustitution of alavery, bLut
when any xuan says that slavery would be an advantage to
Oregon 1f adopted here, I nust be pernitted respectfully to
dispute the correctnsss of his judgment., Lo far as I a=
able to judge of myself, I have no objections mot loecal
slavery. I do not psproach the slaveholders of the Louth
for holding slsves, I considey them as high-minded, honore
able, and humane & elazs of aem &s can be found in the world,
and throughout the slavery sgltation hove contended that
they were "mare sinned against tlan einning,”

tises patriotic and just were the fathera of the e~
public, end thelr opinions end ects come down to us like
the veice of departed eoxperlense to those Just entering
upon the stage of 1life, Thomse Joffercon was a gi-mt mane
towering, lik- saul abovs hls fellows far sagaclty and
Judgment~«born and bred in Virginias, and a slaveholder all
his 1ife.~-0n the 19th of April 1784, he moved in the Congress
of the Confedoration that slavery b prohibited in all the
territory of the United itates north of the 31zt parallel
of nerth letitude, Mow slavery would have besn el ther a
benefit or an injury to that country, Jeff-rson must have
deternmined that it would be an injury, and no man was ever
mere competent to decide such & question, On the 13th of
July, 1787, the Congress of the Confederation voted un-
enimously to exclude slavery from the Northwest Territory.
Hagsachusetts and South Carolina stood together in faver
of that measwre, south Carolina, exasperated bLy sectional
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etrife, would no doubt at this tiwe, condemm that vote, but
I appeal from Fhilip drunk to Philip sober, I appeal from
Jouth Oarolina of nullifiecation to the South Carolina of the
revolution., I argue from this vote in 1787, that it wae
then the delibarate Judgment of the whole United itatea in
Congress assenbled, that Slavery sould be an injury to the
Northwest Terfitory, and therefore it was excluded,=-
North Carolina, in 1786 declared the introduntion of slaves
into that Jtate "cf evil consequenses and highly fmpolitie,"
and ifmposed a duty of 15 per head thereon, Virginia, in
1778, passed an aet prohibiting the further introduction of
slaves, and in 1788, removed all vestrictions to emancipation,
Haryland followed her example, Gradually these Ltates were
preparing to get rid of slaves, when abolitionism fpom the
Northy with a foolish zeal whioh has characterized it from
that time to this, wounded their pride and awakened their
jealousy, and then the movement went backwards, and slavery
was foraver enthroned in the heart and interests of southern
soglety. I cite these facte simply to show, that before
the slave quest ion was drapgged into the political arena,
the judgment of all perts of the sountry was against the ade
vantages of slaverys

I will now profuce a cace quite analagous 1f not ex«

actly parallel to ours, to prove the impoliecy of slavery &n
Oregon, Indiana snd Oregon are both narth of the forty-
second degree of north latitude, They resemble eacdh other
in the productions of the soil, In 1803, Indiana wae &
new countrys and almes t as inaccessible as Oregon now is,--
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Railroads, canals end stea boats were then unknown, Wmi-
gration was therefore slow and labar scarce. Prairiea were
"few and fap between," Farms wers generally made by cutting
down the trees, and digging up the stumps. With his axe

in one hend snd his rifle in the othaw, the hardy ploneer
went farth %o his work, felling the forests with the one,
and fighting the savage with the others Trouble was of
course incident to this state of things, The settlers
looked round for rellief, s0me thought 1t would be found 4in
slavery, and therefore petitioned Congress to suspend the
ordinance of 1787, eo that slaves might be introduced. That
petition was raferred to & committee of which the cslo-
brated John Randolph was chairman, I quote from his raport
thepgont "In the opinion of your committes the labor of
slaves is not necessary to promote the growth or sotilew
@mant of colonies in that region--that this libor, demonse-
trably the wlt of _eny, can only be employed in the
eultivation of products more valusble tham eny known to

that guarter o the United itates; thaet the Comulttec deem
it highly dangerous and inexpedient to impair a provision
wisely calculated to promote the happiness and prosperity

of the lorthwestern Country, and to glve strength and sew
curity to that extensive frontier; in the salutary operation
of this sagacious and bo;\ovélmh restraint, it is believed
that the inhabitants of Indiana will at no very distant day
find ample remunerstion for a temporary privation of labor
and emigration,” There spoke the statesman., =levating his
view nbon the exigencles of a day, he looked into the




138.

future with prophetiec vieion, slaveholder as he was, he
knew that the growth and prosperity of Indiana did not de~-
pend upon the labar of slaves, but upon the intelligence
and industry of a free people, Oregon is now suffering from
a "temporary want of lebor and emigration," and that is

the great argument for slavery, but I meet it with the
reasoning of John Randolph, and the confirmatory facts of
history, Seven States of this Union, similar to Oregon in
soil and productions, and to some extent in oclimate, have
tried the institution of slavery and found it undesirable.
Shall we now commit the folly of repeating the experiment?
New York, Pennsylvanie, Kassachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, New Jersey and New Hampshire ascertained by actual
trial that slavery was detrimental to thelr interests, and
therefore abolished it.--Can we for any reason expect to
£ind 1t otherwise? To argue that slavery is o good thing in
Alabama, and must therefare be & good thing in Oregon, is
11logieal, for Alabams has a hot climate and cotton beare
ing sdll, vhigh Orvegon has not, but to argue that besause
slavery was objectionable in Pennsylvania it would be so in
Oregons; ies logical, for with a cool c¢limete, cereals and
similar fpuits are the chief productions of both,

I believe it is customyry and proper to use the opinions
of distinguished wen in diegussions of this kind, National
whigs, I presums, have not forgotten Hemry Clay. When three
score years and more had esilivered o'er his brow, he stood up
in the Senaste of the U.5, and uttered these words,

“Coming from a slave state as I d0, I owe it to myself,
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I owe it to truth, I owe it to the subject to say, that mo
earthly power could induce me to vote for a specifio measure
for tho introdugtion of slavery where 1t hed not before
sxisted, elther south o North of that lines Coming as I do
from a slave .tates it 1s my soleam, deliberate, and well
metured detersimation, that no powery, no earthly powers shall
compel me to vote for the positive introdustion of elavary
either south or narth of that line, uoim while you ree
proachy Justly too, our British ancestors for tChe introe
duction of this institution upon the omtnaﬁ of amardoa,

I am for one unwilling that the postarity of the present
inhebitante of California and Now Wexigo, ehall reproach

us for doing just what we peprosch Great Britein far doing
o use If the citisens of those Territories chomse to ca=
tablish slavery, and if they come here with oenotitutions
astablishing alavery, 1 an for aduitting them with such
provisions in thelr constitutions, but then 1t will be their

-nmmmm--ﬂm:.mm

the inatitution of slavery to exist nqa-.‘

Lewis Cass, In his Nicholson letter, which gave the
"ilmot proviso ite death blow, saye: "We my well vegret
the existenge of slavery in the southern stetes, and wish
that they had been saved from its introduction,”=-igain,
he saye, whish fe particularly werthy of ocur notices--

" Involuntery lsbor requiring the investment of large capital,
can only be profitable when employed in the preduction of a
feu favored articles confined by mature to special districts,
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and paying larger returns than the usual agricultural pro-
ducts spread over mare considerable portions of the earth,"

James Buchanan, speaking of the Compromise of 1850,
says; "Neither the soil, the elimte, nar the productions
of California south of 36 degrees 30 minutes, nor indeed any
portion of it, narth or south, is adapted to slave labor, and
besided, every facility would be there afforded far the slave
to escape from his mster, and such property would be entirely
insecure in any part of California., It is morally imposa=-
ible therefore, that a majority of the emigrants to that
Territory south of 36 degrees 30 minutes, which will be
chiefly composed of our citizens, will ever re-sstablish
slavery in its limits,"--Would Mr, Buchanan vote for slavery
in Oregon? Would he vote for a "Moral impossibility?"

Stephen A, Douglas, in a speech delivered in the Senate
on the 1l4th day of February 1857, says: "I am aware sir,

~ that the act of Congress was passed prohibiting slavery in

Oregony but it was never passed here until six years after
the people of that Territory had excluded it by their own
law, unanimously adopted. So Oregon was consecrated to
freedom by act of their local legislature six years before
the Congress of the United States by the Wilmot Proviso
undertook to do what had been done and well done." May
not a man safely follow in the footsteps of Jefferson,
Randolph and Clay, or stand with Buchanan, Cass and
Douglas upon this questiont

I will not preceed to show from the nature of the case
that slavery would. be a burden and not a blessing to Oregon,
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Slavery is involuntary servitudee-laboar forced by power
from unwilling labarers, There is no ambition, no enter-
prise, no energy in such labor, Like the hoarse to the treade
milly or the ex to the furrow, goes the slave to his task,
Compare this with the labor of free white men, Take the
young man without family or proparty--no bondage fills the
little horizon of his life with its unchangeable destiny,
Consgious of hls egquality, of his »ight to aspire to, and
attain any position in esociety, he will desire the respect
and confidenge of s fellow men. All the world is his for
‘uﬁono and all the future is his for hope, Hwploy the head
of a family to de your work, Anxious to make his home come
fortable, to educate his children, to provide a competency
far old age, he will have strong inducemsnts to be dlligent
end falthful in business, These motives energlize free
labor, but have little or no influence upon the slave.

One free white man is worth more than two negro slaves in
the sultivstion of the sall, or any other businses which
oan be influenced by zeal or the exerselse of discretion,

I do not claim that this 1s so where elaves are worked in
gangs by & tesk-master, but it would be so 4in Oregon; for
no man here ¢an have slaves enough to jus tify the empioy-
ment of en overseer and therefare every owner must manage
his own sl aves, or leave them to lolt-ﬂncc,uont.- 34 tua ted
ag the farmer is in Oregon, he wante & laborer to be sane-
thing more than e mepe slave, He wants a meén who can act
somstimes in the capaeity of agent=--t0 whom he can entrust
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his business when absent from home, and who will go to the
fleld and work without watehing or driving. Negroes are
naturally lazy, and as slaves actuated by fear of the whip--
are only interested in doing enough to avoid punishment,
Nowy if what I have said be trmue, it is perfectly manifest
that a farmer in Oregon cannot affard to pay as much for

the labor of a negro slave, as for the labor of a free white
manes I say in the language of John Randolph, that slave
lsbor is "demonstrably the dearest of any," And I affirm
that it will cost the farwmer in this country, more to obe
tain the services of one slave, than one free man, To

show the high price of slaves in the states, I might refer
to different public journals, but I will quote fram but ones
The ww published in the parish of Avoyelles,
Louisiama, says thaty, "153 field hands were resently sold in
that plage, at prices renging from §1,5656 to §2,360. The
lowest sum was pald for a lad of ten yearsewthe higheat

was paid far a man 31 years of ages Four of the negroes were
women, and nine of them undar twenty yeare of age., Their
aggregate value was §84,260," Now from this statement, it
is entirely safe to assume that a good, healthy negro man

in Nissouri, would be worth §1000, and the prospect in
Kansas will not reduce the price. Horses and cattle more

then double in value by importation from the Statea to this
country, and wi thout doubt the rule would hold good in refere
ence to slaves, so that & good man in Oregon would be worth
$2,000, HNow the interest on this sum at 20 per cent would

be $400 per annum, which would hire a white man for ten




months, at §40 per month, 3tate the facte in any way, and
it will appear that the intereat on the value of a good
glave man will hire a vhite labarer from April to November,
and there is 1little help needed by the fermer during the
other portion of the year, But there are many other things
to be ¢omeidered, You employ & free man and you have
nothing to do with him but to provide him with employment
and food, and pay his wages, But with a slave it is differ-
ent. Your house must be his home, You must provide every-
thing for him, and pay all his expénses sick or well, You
must wateh him when he works and when he plays. You must
tell him what to 4oy and whip him if he falls to do 4t.«-
Drunken, depraved and vicious as he may be; you must cone
trol his passions end be responsible for his sotss I ve-
meuber that & slaveholder in 5%, Louls to1d me that the
vicious behavior of a female siave whish for some reason
he ocould not @ would not sell, caused him more troudble
than all the other cares of his lifes

Suppose & farmer tO own two Or three megroese They
may be of profit to him in the summsr, but what gan they do
in the wintew, They c¢cannot then plow o s0W, & reap, or
thresh, What eould a negro, fitted by nature for the blage
ing sun of Africs, do at chopping wood, splitting rails,
‘or mking fenge in the cool drenching rains of an Oregon
winter? One season of swh exposure waild endarger his
1ife. The fact is that negro slaves other than house

138,




139).

servants would be perfect leeches upon the farmer during our
long rainy winters, They would be more useless here than in
Hew England, for there the winter is cold and dry, and a
man ean work in the barn or in the woods, but the reverse ias
true in this country. :
There is another thing in this comnection to be noticed,
When a man proposes t0 mke an investment, the risk of its
loss is alwaye taken into the agcount, If you loan money
on doubtful security, you ask more far its use than when
the security is perfectly good, ir. Buchaman said "that it
wag marally impossible for flavery to exist in California,
because every facility wae there afforded for the &lave
to esecape from his master, and such property there would be
entirely insecure,” What is true of Californis in this
respect is certainly true of Oregon, Slaves might ace
company their masters to Opegon from attachment, but suppose
& slave~dealer to start for the Oregon mrket, across the
plaing, with a band of slaves bought here and there; what
regard would they have for a man who had bought them to
sell again upon speculetion, and who was taking them &
returnless distange from the "old folks at home?" With
all the safeguards of law and public sentiment slaves ape
managled to be taken by the trader from one slave State
to another; how then could they be safely transported
thousands of miles across a wilderness gountry with feele
ings of hatved and pevenge rankling in their dark bosoms?
To bring them by water, to say nothing about the expense,




140,

is & hazardous end almost impracticable thing. ouppose,
howevery a&ll these diffieulties overdome, and your slaves
safe upon the soil of Oregon, then they would stay with you
or not, just as they pleased, North is the Territory of
washington with its sparse settlementg--its vast forests
and mounta in ranges, in which a fugltive slave might hide
from an army of pursuers, =Tastward dwell numerous Indian
tribes, to whose welcome embrace a alave might f1ly and be
safe, No fugitive slave law would aveil there, or friends
of the master be found to assist in his recapture., South is
the free State of California, wheare doubtless the fugitive
slave could find friende t0 e peed him on to a more perfect
freedom in Mexioo,

Isolated as Oregon is by thousands of milee from other
slave Stetes, and all the eupporte of slavery, an effort to
maintain the institution here would be almoet as impotent
as the commnd of the vain Canute to the waves of the ocean.
some say that slave proeperty will not be so unsafe here as
I pretend, for negroes will not go to and consort with
Indians, but otherwise is the evidence. Gen, Jackson found
fugitive slaves fighting with the Oreeks in the war of 1812,
uaj, Dade's gommand of 112, (excepting four,) wae slaughter~
ed in the FPlorida war by a party of Seminoles and forty
fugitive slaves, the negroes outstripping the Indlans in

" ferodity and brutal treatment of the dead, There is ane

other reason outweighing all others for the unsafeness of
slaves in this country. I refer to public sentiment, and




I say that slavery cen no mare stand as & useful ineti-
tution with one-half of public opinion arrayed against it

than a house can stand with one corner stones

Look at the southemn utates, What & unanimity of
sentiment exists there in favor of slavery. Look at the
laws enacted end the pains taken to preserve this un-
animitys This is 2 necessity of the system, ly.'y mwan of
gommon sense must ses that slaves would not only be unsefe
as property, but dangerous if their ears were filled with
disgussions as to the legality ar justice of their bonde
age.

¥uch is said sbout the necessity of alaves in Oregon
for domestic servants; I admit that there is a great want
of household help in this country at the present time, but
I deny that slavery wuld remore the evily~-Various are the
privations attending the settlement of & new gountry.
People in Oregon cennot reasonably expeot to0 have at thia
early day all the somforts end conveniences of an old com- -
mnity. Indiana, Iowa, end the new states have suffered in
this respect as we do nows but time brought to them es it

" will bring relief to us, Immigration is the natural, and as

the experiance of other States attests, the most efficient
remedy far this complaint, Slavery, as it seems 0 me,
would aggravete the troubles low thers is not one family
in ten in Oregon able to own a slave women, (worth frem
$1000 to §1500;) so that if one femily would be benefitted,
nine would probably be worse off than they ere at this time,
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Introduce slavery, and the chence of hiring @ vhite girl to
do housework is gones White girls will hardly consent for
wages to occupy in one family a position like that which a
negro slave-woman ocoupies in another, slavery might pro-
vide the fevored few with domestic help, but a large major-
ity of the people would be left to help themselves, What
is 1t that we most need in Oregon? We have a beautiful
countrye~a healthful climte«~a rich soil--mountains big
with minerals=-rivers for highwaye, and an ocean stretohing
away to India for our commerce. /e want mare people, intellie
gent, enterprising and industrious peoples s0me profess to
think that the establishmwnt of slavery here would be the
most speedy and effeotive way of supplying this want, but
exactly the reverse is demonstrably trues I refer to the
census of 1850 fa evidence. Ohio and Kentueky are con-
tiguous stetes, aml nearly equal in sise, Ohio has no ade
vantages of climate or 80i1,==In 1800 the population of
Ohio was 46,028 and the population of Kentuoky was 179,871,
but in 1850 the population of Ohio wae 1,985,050, and the
population of Kentusky 971,504, inoluiing £10,981 slaves,
Can any reason be given for this immense A4ifference in the
growth of the two States only that the one was a free and
the other & slave State, Take Indiana and Kentucky. They
are adjoining States, and Eemtucky has the larger territory.
In 1610, Indlana had 23,890 people, and Kentuoky 324,257,
but in 1850 Indiana was shead, and had 977,164, Illinois
had in 1810, 11,501, tut in 1850 she had 846,034, I compare
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these adjacent States, and contend tImt the figures show
beyond controversy thet slavery has been an dbstacle to
growth, and an ingcubus upon the energlies of Kentucky.
Everywhere the rule holds good, Missourl is a larger
dtate, has a milder clim te, & more prolific solil, and
greater facilities for commerce than the tﬂoh!.nc state of
Iova, She had tooy mare than 25 years cho(-uvt as a State,
yet Iowa has nearly overtaken, anl before lhc end of the
present degade will surpass her in popular numbers. Who
¢an doubt that Missouri would now have double her present
population if the foot of a slave had mver touched her
soil? (Qompare Wisconsin and Minnesota with Arkansas and
Florida, Have not the former eprung forward 0 giant greate
nese, while the latter have &l owly dragged the overburdening
ear of Slaverys -
Hen who emigrate are not usuedlly men of large fartunes,
who own slaves, and live at their ease, but thay are gener-
ally men whose limbe are made sinewy by hard works; who go
t0 new countries t0 get land and homesy &nd who expect to
depend chiefly upon theiy own labore 3lave States are obe
Jeotionable to such wen, for they ave too poor to be slave~
holders, and too proud spirited to wear the badge of slavery,
§lavery has a terror in its very neme to fareign immigration,
Qppressed at homes they look to Ampiea as the "land of the
free."~«When they come to us they are generally ready to
work on our farms, cenals and railreads with white laborers,
but they are not willing to take their places under the same
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taskmaster with negro slaves, Establish slavery here, and
the effect will be as it has been elsewhere, You will turn
aside that tide of free white labor which has poured itself
like s fertilizing flood across the great States of Ohio,
Indiana am Illinois, snd 1s now murmuring up the eastern
slope of the Rooky Mountains, Will slaveholders in view of
the great mzard of bringing and keeping slaves here,
immigrate to any considerable extent? Will men run a great
risk with the ir propsvrty when there is nothing to be made by
1t? slave property is more secure and more prafitable in
Missouri than it would be in Oregon, then why bring it here,
Hillions of untouched acres in the new States of the South
invite to the culture o cotton, sugar and kindwed produge
tions, Will the slaveholder wishing to emigrate go where .
hie slaves will be secure and valuable, a will he mke a
wild goose chase across the Continent to engage in raising
wheat, cate and potatoea?

Some people talk as though voting for slavery would
supply the country with labor, but it will be found that
money is more necessary for that purpose than votes., Five
hundred slaves here would coat between five hundred thouse
and and @ million of dollars, and yet only one farmer in ten
would be provided with a hand, 1f there be (of whigh there
is little doubt} 5,000 farmers in Ovegon, Let it be rememe
bered that out of 6,222,418 whites in the slaveholding
States, only 347,525 own slaves., How gan slave labor be
mde to pay in this country? Can any farmer afford to buy
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end keep slaves, and reise wheat at 76 cents or §1 per

bushel? If there were thousands of slaves now oultivating
the soil here, vhere would be the market, and what the de-
mnd far the grain they would produce, slaves are certainly
not necessary or desirable for fruilt o stock raising,

Huch is c¢laimed for slavery because the slaveholding
export more and have a larger amount of personal property
than the non-slaveholding Statess I will compare Pennsyle
venia end Virginia in 1850, They are adjoining states, and
that is a fair way to try the questiong

Pennsylvania
Area 48,000 miles 61,000 miles
PW‘%M 2,311,786 1,481,661
Total W ‘m‘ 144,008 .891’ “‘.m
Personal 78,410,191 130,108,489
lisnufactures 155,044,010 20,704,387
Exports Gy 856,220 3,308,560
Imports 12,066,154 426,609

‘Now I smibmit upon these figures \vhich is the more powere
ful, wealthy and prosperocus of the two States, True, the
personal property of Virginia exceed that of Pennsylvania,
but this is becsuse 472,688 blacks, estimted as so much
population, are at the same time considared as personal
property worth from $500 to §2000 per head, I will ask if
1000 Pennsylvania families wuld not be worth more to Oregon
=-would not make mare blades of grass--bring more wheat to
myket and dig more gold out of the mountains than so many
Virginia negroes, and yet the census taker would say nothing
about the value of the farmers, but call the negross worth
one o two millions of dollara, The expart of the South
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exceed those of the Narthy but that proves nothing for
slavery here, for 84 per cent of exports of the slaveholding
States are cotton, rice and sugar, whioch cammot be cultie
vated in Oregon,

I have heard it said that slavery would increase the
price of lands in this country, but this is a very great
mistakey I find by the census of 1860 that the average
value of land per acre in New England is §0.87, In middle
states 4t 4e $28,07 per acre, while the average velue of
land por scre in the uouthern states is §6.34. None who are
familiar with current events, can be ignorant of the fact
that lapge quantities of land in the south have been worn
out and reduced to a value merely nominal by slave labare
One very common argunent for slavery is that laborers, if
free; will engage in mining vhere they are wanted by the
fepmrs, Admit sugh $0 be the faety 1s the lsbor of a man
lost to the country who mkes {25 or $50 per month move in
the mines tham he would on & farme Now the quastion is,
vhet is good for the country, not what 1s of bemofit to A,
@ Bsy Or any class of individuals, end I say that is best
for the country vwhich gives to labar 1ts grestest reward,
whether it be mining, farming or any other business, Labor
ocught to be free 80 that it gan go into that pursult which
pays the best; or produge that fao which there iz the
greatest demand, and thus enrich and iaprove the country,
sgaree as labarers have boen, and loud as are the complaints
about the state of things here, no vhere is the diligent
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fapmer more prosperous than in this such sbused Territay
of Oregon. Califomaia hae wines, and her fermrs cbtein
helpe and s0 it will De here if the lawe of free labor and
iree trade are left to work out their natural results. I
a% Opposed o slavery in Uregon because it will degrade
lsber, Cavilied with ae this cbjeotion mey be, it is vain
to deny Lte suppode A. &nd He have adjolning farme, A 18
rich and oan buy slaves to do his worke 0B l# lese weal thy
and wuet hire white wen. uow doe® not the hired wiite man
of B seen U0 Lake the vmme position with ti» negro siave of
Altgse Loes aob this system lnevitably oceyet a sentiment that
the wen or womsn Whe hires out to do Mem or houss work 1o
pat upou & level with negroese

«oglety ii trme €0 1teolf will soek o e lavate and not
to degrads labore L48bOr changes waste piacves and the wildeww
ness into the frultiful flold and the besutiful citye Labore
ing =an deaerve to be the nonwable of sarth, They mke
the countey and fight the Latiles for lts defonses They
till wp with vigae of wind and DOdy where rioues and luxury
produce degay. They glve Lusanity und fase the Ivaudiinte,
the Fultou'c and the VebLoter'sa of histarys .vony ¢ommunlty
ought to have ® system of frae wr slave labare To mix them
sggravatos the evils of Doth, and subtiescis frem tho benefits
of each, Hegro slaves 1t mmst b adudtted ure an ignorant
and degraded clase of belngs, and therefare they will
vitlate to some estent those white wen wiho éve compelled to
work o ascociate with them. uoaral diffarences vhen they
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moot, like water, seek a common level, and therefore if
vhite men and negross are brought in contact without that
perfeet subjection and rigld dlscipline which prevail among
the slaves of the south, the white men will go down and the
negrose go ups till they come to resemble osach other in the
habits, tastes and actions of their lives.

slaves in Oregons if they do anything at all, must nee=-
easarily be "Jacks of all work." They will go every where
and do every thing., They will be free enough to see and
learn all the vigces of soclety, and slaves emough to prage
tice them without pride ar self respects I do not see how
white men who expect to labor in Oregon, ocan consent to
have negro slaves brought here to labor with them, 3Slave~-
holderse, as a gensral thing, are not willing to see their
good men end women to be taken thousands of miles fram rel-
atives and home, but will sell the worthless and vielous, so
that the Oregon market waild probably be supplied with cheap
negroes, which are a curse to any country. GSlavery is ine
tended to supsreede the necessity of white laborj but I
dany that any gyetem is an evil which compels white people
to work, Industry invigorates mind and body, It makes the
appetite good and the sleep swest. It leads to contentment,
virtue and happiness, sSuppose a farmer has slaves to do his
works amd sons to rear, Will these sons be as industrious
&2 they otherwise would be, and is any father willing to
hwe his ghildren grow up without habitas of indus try? Ine

Golence is a dangepous lumry for young people, and there is
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good sense in the Spanish proverb, that "an idle brain is the
devil's work shop." What will be the political effect of
making Oregon a slave State? This 1s a grave qusstion and
ought to be carafully consideared, surrounded by non-slavew
holding territory-~her geographical position--her clima te-=
the productions of her soll and the nature of her commerces
all unite and identify her with the northern Ltates, Suppose
we go into the Union as & free State, the North will be
pleased and the South satiefied, No statesmn ever dreamsd
that slavery would ever exist in Oregon, and for that reason
Douglas voted for, end Polk approved m prohibition in our
organic Aet, And last winter, Mr, stevens of Georgia, eald
in Congress, thet he would be gled to have the northwest
Territories come in as e lave states, but did not expect it,
for the lawe of climte, prodwe tion, and population would
prevent., I believe tint we gould go into the Union as &

free States without objestion ar excitement upon that ground,
for this is what all parts of the ccuntry expect; but as a
slave state, we should erocise the pre judices o the whole
Horth; far, as there 1s nothing in ocur of rcumstances or
interests to Justify such & thing 1t would be regarded as

s mere politicel movement to extend the imstitution of
slaverys I ¢ontend that we have a pérfect right to have i
slavery or not, as we please, ut we know what the sentiment
of the North isiupon this question, and we must tale things

a8 they are, and not as they should be., Can Oregon, with |
her great claims, present and prospec¢tive, upon the Governe 3




mont, afford to throw away the friendship of the Northe-ethe
overruling power of the mation, for the sake of slavery?
Would it be advisable, whan we can avoid it, to go into the
Union in a tempest of exeitement upon the megro question?
Oregon would have mare influenae in the councils of the coun-
try, a8 a free, than ag a glave state, Free, conservative,
and impartial, she would be like California, of the family
of the Narth, and of the friends of the south; but as a
slave state, she could only depend upon the sympathies of

the slave-holding power? slavery it is said, will save us
from fanatiolsm, but this 4s not true, Panaticlsn is not
altogether confined to the free States, South Carolina i
not behind Kassachusetts in this respect, Gerrison, Phile
lipe & CO4¢ oOCOUPY One extreme, and Adam, Rhett & Coep the
others The Tribunes and Courdiers of the narth, are seconded
in their sectional warfare by the Mercurys and Deltas of

the South, Political famtioclsm within the last year, has
deseorated elections in four of the chlef citles of the
South with violence and bloodshed, I admit that there ia
more intensity of thougiic end energy of agtion in the North
then in the South, and tha t these produce many excesses

which I condemn as much es eny man, but at the sam time they
work miracles in sclence and art, and all the improvements

of the age, Fanatioism, even if we have it as a free state,
will waste 1tself upon abstractions and idealities about
something thousands of miler cway, while with sl avery there
will come & fanatiolsm like the Promethean vulture, to prey

upon our very vitals, Sslavery here, in the ma ture of things,




mist be & weak institution., Fanatiolsm from the North will
‘therefore assall it, and from the South rush into 1ts de~
fense, Torn and distracted in this way, our happiness and
prosperity would be sacrificed to a miserable strife alout
negroes,

Some argue that Oregon should becoms & slave state so
as to make the slaveholding and non-elaveholding states
equal in the senate, Admitted now as a elave :tate, we
might make the States nominally equal in that body, but how
soon would Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, or some other Torrie
tary come in and destroy it. we might set to work to bale
ange the Union; Wit have we any assurance tha t other Terrie
taries will eoneur in the movement, Territaries ought and
will eongult thoir own best interests upon this subjeat,
and Congress hag no right to regulate the admission of
States =0 es to preserve the balanoce of pover between
different sectione of the Confederacy, I will quote upen
this point from a speech made last winter by My, Douglas, in
the Senate:r "Is 1t, (says he,) to be a struggle to keep up
an equilibrium between non-slaveholding and slaveholding
States? Sir, I deny the power of this government to maine
tain eny equilibrium upon the subject; it is contrary to the
principles of the Nebraska bill; it is contrary to the prine
¢iplees of the Democratie party, it ie contrary to the prine
¢iplees of State equality and self government to keep an
equilibpium between slaveholding and non~slaveholding :tates
in arder that they my balance each other," I add to this,




that 1t would tend to create a goographical division whigh
8ll true friends of the Union should try to break down and
prevent., This theary looks very mich like Calhoun's still
bern projeet of a dual executive in the Covernment.

I might go further in this dlscussion, but perhaps I.
have already written more than will be read, Whatever nay
be inferred from my arguments against slavery in Oregon,

I disclaim all sympathy with the abolition agitators of the
lerth and deprecate and denounce all sectional opganisations
upon that subject. I take the ground that the Genoral
Government has no »dght in any way to interfere with slavery,
exeept to carry out the fugltive slave clause of the conetie-
tution, and have mintained the opinion that each .tate and
Terri tory hnq the absolute »ight to establieh, wedify, or
prohibit slavery within its bordars, subjeot only to the
Constitutional restriction to "persons held to service or
lébor in one State esoaping into another,”

I hold, too, that a man's views as to alavery in Oregon
Are no test of his Demooracye. To be national, the Demoe
eratic party mst necessarily embrage those who prefer a
free and those who profer a stlave itates Cobb no doubt
upholds slavery in Ceargls, where he lives, end Diokinson
would oppose it in New York, where he lives, and both ape
good democrats, Buchanin, Cass and Louglas would vote
against slavery in the .tetes where they respectfully re-
sides and 1f they meen Wiat they say, would vote against
it here 1f they lived in Oregon.
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Taking everything into consideration, I ask if it is
not the true poliecy of Oregon to keep es clear as possible
of negroes, and all the exciting questions of negro servi-
tude? situated away here on the Pacifie, as a frec .tate
we are not likely to be troubled much with free negroes or
fugitive slaves, but as a slave state there would be a
constant struggle about lawe to protect sush property~-
fierce excitements about running off ar stealing negroas,
for which this country 1s so favorable, and there would be
no pesces

I have faith in the future of thie country, wut I do
not conceive that its prosperity depends upon the spirite
less effarts of enslaved labar, but upon the energies of a
free and intel ligent people. lew routes of travel are being
cpened acroas the gcontinents New lines of steanships and
elippers are being put upon the ocean, Facilities for
traveling are increasing and expenses being reduced., The
Pacific railroad ies a proximte reality., Ken who can 1if'y
their eyes above the little precinots of a day, Will see
in thess things the promise of our growth and greatnese as
a people, I know the syren song self love sings for
slaveryj hos pleasant it seems in prospect to nave a slave
to till our ground, 0 walt upon us while we wake, and fan
us when we sleep; but ere these the ideas to poscess men
whose business 1t 1s to lay the foundations of a State?
Bistorys philesophy, and pos terity plead with us not to be
vholly ebsorbed in the present, but to learn from the past




and look to the future, and if we hear and obey this appeal,

the lapse of 25 or 60 years, which 1s as nothing in the life
of & State, will find Oregon teeming with a people, intollie
gent, prosperous and happy, and every mn a freeman,

GROy He WILLIAMS
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GRAPH FOR A.M.E, ARD A,M.2Z, 2I0N OHURCHES
ARTICLSS OF RELIGION
Twenty five
CATECHISM OF FAITH
RITES AND CSREMONIES

Baptism, Reeeption of members, The Lardls Bupper, Solemn~
ization of iatrimony, Laying Carner 3tones, Dedlcation of
Churehes, Ordination of Deacons, Ordimation of Rlders,
Conseeration of Bishops, Burial service,

DEPARTMENTS
Publiestion, Missionary Socleties, Finaneial, Temporal
Economy, Rducational, Sundey 3¢hool, Chureh Extensi on,
Allen Christian Endevour Leagua,
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APPENDIX D

STATISTICAL RZPORT - NRGRO CHURCH IN ORRGON

Bethel A
. mgabership ehildren un.t%? m martgage ml 1931 Pag
Bethel A,N,E, 222 102 800 §50,000 ~-e- 31200 ¢
Pirst A H.E, Zion g3 37 250 §15,000 §5,000 §£1500, $2780 §600.
Pendelton A.M.2, 4 100 £5,000 §700.00 {865,
Hount Olivet Rapt. 1gs a7 400 £%0,000 §5,000, §3500.4180Q
La Orande Baptist 25 100 $3,000,
Shiloh Baptist £ 25 150 $3,000, $40.00 $400, §25Q
Vernonia Baptist
Episcopal Missi : -
on
38 100 §12,000 $80.00 $1000,
House of Prayer 4
40 5 300 $5,000. §3,000, £800. §40Q
Russell S8t, Foliness s s
a
i b N e 18 100  $4800,00

Catholies
30

Christian Sclentists
Soeiety of Priends
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APPENDIX E

OPECIAL AHRQUEC 8% NT--N TIOKAL NEORO IMALTH WEIK
Aprdl 3 to April 10, 1032,

Under the ampiou o the Annual Tuskeges Conference,
the national ::re im s Luguo. the Nationsl uedical
Associat lon, the Mational Negro Insurance As:oclationg
and in cooperation with thc United stetes Public Health
Servise, Ltate, County, and City Neelth Departwente, and
various Voluntary nonth and Ccivic igoncles.

ROTBeA Bulletin and a Poster, published by the United
States Publie Fealth .erviee, in the Intsrest of offective
cboervange of the lationsl Negro Health Week in the several
urban g rural ooumunlties, will be soon avel lable.

The Health feek ocmprises the following special days
and aotivities:

sundq. April 5~ Mobééhqéen Tay~-Health sermons, hoal th
£0PNMONS, hoa talks, echurghes, ~opulapr
mags meetinge: Outline mfm; good
speakera; good melis.Bathe KeZeCo

Honday, April 4. "om Health Day-ioue ¢lesn~up, Parents
e metinge and speskers
!‘a- s0othars and for fathors, Consider
proper sex educst lon methoda,

Tussday, April Wﬁ.ﬁvniu for sanie
Ty asads 4 @provensnts) water, food,
and milk .wvly{ waete dispossl, clean streets
paving; safe wells; sanitary privise,

--lnvu.a parents, Health
» {un } parades,

pageants, dul h exasimotions for pre~

school and school children, ochool

clean -up,

Twrsday, April 7- %ﬁge' i:eal% Laye-uphasie on annaal
on with opportunities
far exmaination, Health talks to men's

elubs, women's arganizations, etos

Pridays April 8« W-mq of commnity
. heulin needa and congentratilom of one op
mare practical objectives which can be

acconplisbed,

Tednesday, Aprll 6+~ ughool lieal

saturday, April €- 2 ] - -=ooparative large
egale ties, Inspection

q{ comuunlity campaign results; eospletion
of sll unfinished activitiess Collect
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data and take plctures for reports end news~
paper stories.

sunday, April 10- R 3 Follow -, ose campaign
usiastic me reporte;
good talks, good music, experlences, iffect:
continuation orgenization, Send cony of
sumuariged reports to the National lNegro
liealth “eek Committoe, Tuskegee Institute,
Alahama,

es into each da ako o8c te and me

LOCAL PROORAM

Improvement of health conditions of members of their
race le the objective set by the Fortland Negro lealth com=
mittee recently organized here with Dr. De Norval Unthank,
the only physieian of his pace in the city, &s chairman,

sponsoring as the firat activity in their compaign the
18th ennual national Negro health week, t0 be observed April
3 to 10y inclusive, the losal workers have arpanged special
events f'or every day this woek,

The late Booker T, "ashington, nationally recognized
ragial leader, is said to have been the ariginator of the
annual event which has grown in sgope annually until now
it receives the active support and good will of state and
national health agencies, i

The Portland Committee is composed of officlal dele=
gates from 16 religlous, ecivie, fraternal and commercial
negro arganizetions, ure, dabel sheppard, secretary, W, Be
Brown, treasurer, Ur. Unthanks and chairmen of varlious
committees t0 be appointed will constitute the executive
committee which wvill actively ecenduct the wark,

The program for the week follows:




Sunday, April 8 - Vesper dervice by members of the

Williams Avee YeWeCoAep Willlams Ave.

and Tillemook Lts, 4130 Pal.

Mobilization service 8116 P.Me
Bethel A.M.E, Church, Larrabee & MoMillan Sts.,
Speaker, Dr. Unthank

Monday - Radio Health Talk, KQW 11:30 A.M,
Intzu with -pooiu home groups
Tuesday- Redio Health 7alk utetlon KIBR 3400 PaMe
10 Health Tall, Station KWJJ 9116 P.M.
ing Corps Demenstrationes by The Bueinese
Girls ClubeWilliams Ave. YeWeCoA. 61350 P, M«

Wednesday -
social Hygiene Lecture to young adult bovs
Boye Club Room, Williame Ave, YaWeCaAe
by Fred B, Mess ing, &xe0. 3eoretary,

Oregon Sooial Hyglene sSonlety 8100 PeMy

Thursday - 3oecial fyglene Lecture to yound adult
girle, Williame Ave, Y.W.C.A, 4:30 PoM,
Radio Health Talk, station KTBER 4115 PN,

Friday - Conference and prelimlinary reports, by eomuitteesy
Disoussion of ¢ommunity health needs.
Radlo Health Talk, .tutlon KTER 3:30 Poy

saturday - Health conferengns and olinic for mothers
and ohildren at Williams Ave. Y.W.0.A.R130 - 4130Pu

Radio talk, otatlion KTBR 3130 PuMe
Statdi on KXL 8146 Puly
station KXL 9:00 PeMe

Sunday - summary of meetings, Health sermon amd film,
Mount Olivet Baptist Chureh, First : :olhaay%n;
a t oda

Radio talks will be given by: Mpe, B, Do cunld{
teds Lanlel G, Hill
Rove Je Dy Wilaem
Dre Untbank
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APPENDIX F

BY-LAWS
of the

Williams Avenue Branch
Young Women's Christian Associat ion
Par tland, Oregon
(As amended and approved, March, 1962)

R i g
Feme: The name of thi eh s the Wille
Avenue Eranch of the Young Women's Christian
Assoelstion of Partland, Oregon.

oset The purpose shall be to express the pure
ot e the Young Women's Christian Association
0 the colored women of the aity of Portland,
Oregon,

Artiele II, Man
The management and wop! ranch shall be
in conformity with the comstitution and By-laws
of the loecel Young Women's Christian Assoclatione

The nansagement of the Braneh ehall be vested in a
Comnittee of Menagement. This Gommittee shall
consiet of not lass than twelve nor mors than
twenty~four women who shall conform to the re-
quirements for the Board of Direstars of the local
Association,

The Committee of Mansgement shall be elected by
ballet of eleetors anmially et the December meete
inf. At the argunization of the Brench, one-
thind of the Commlttes slmll be eleeted to serve
far one year, one-third for two years, and one-
third for three yvears, Thareafter, one-third of
the full number shall be electied annually for a
term of three years, The Nommittee of Managemaent
ghall have power to fill any vacaney ocowing in
the interim of the smmual elections, service as
aasgommittee member ehall be limited to two sug~
cessive terms,

A Nomimating Committee of five members, three to
be from the Committee of Mansgement and two from
the membership of the Branch shall be appointed by
the Chairman of the Committee t0 nomimate the
members for the Gommittee of Management to be
elected by ballot of the electors annually. This
Committee shall serve for one year,

The officers of the Committee shall be the Chaire
man, Vige-Chalpmans, Reerding vecretary, and
Assistant Segretarye

The off icers shall be elected at the firat meet~
ing follow the election of the Committee fram
the membership of the Committee, The term of office
shall be far one year, These elections shall be




Seection G,

section 1,

Seetion 2,

Seotion 3,

Section 4.

Seotion 54

section 1,

162 .

ratified by the President of the Board of
Directorss

The Committee shall each year submit to the Fine
ance Comnmlttee of the Associstion the budget of
estim ted recelpts and expenditures for the coming
year whioh s been prepared g; the FPinance Come

BbihoapBhohba *nol B of "H i BUUERE, B A2 VO
penditures shall be mde nor debte incurred ex-
cept as are provided therein, If, for any cause,
increased outlay is necessary, the approval of

the Board of Directors must be s scureds

Avticle III. Dutise of Officors

The Chairmen of the Brangh shall mreside at all
meetings of the Conmiittes and shall appeint all
sub-gommittees and designate the chairman there-
of e She shall be ex~of f1cio a meunber of all the
comalttees of the Branche

The VigewChairnan shall have all the powers and
perform all the auties of the Chairman im her ab-
aence.

The Recording Secretary shall keep full minutes
of all -unnp{ she shall see tmt the notices
are sent for all meetings, and she shall notify
all offigers and committee membars of thelir
election or appointment,

The Assistant Secretary shall perform the duties
of the Recording Secretary in her absence.

The Branch Secretary shall be the executive offie
geor of the Committee, 5he shall be appointed by
the Board of Directors of the loeal Assoclation
subjest to the approval of the Branch Committee,
she shall direct and have genaeral superviesion of
all the work of the Eranchj she shall be ex-offlcio
a mewber of the Branch Comuittee and all sube
comuittees, Such other employed off icers as are
negessary to carry out the wark of the Branch
shall be appointed by the Board in consultation
with the Comnittee of ianagement and Branch Leo=
retary.

ivtlele IV. Sub-ounittess

There shall be the foll sub=gomaittees and

such others as may be considered by the Comuittee

necessary for the proper development of the work)

Finance, lemberchip, Housing, Heelth Education

and Reecreation, Religious =dugation, Girla' Work,

li!.o.pualuy and o ce; Employment and Room Rege
trye




Section 2. The funstion of all n ary sub 1ttees

shall be the same as those sot farth for the
stending committees in the By-laws of the Central

Association,
Seotion 1 ommd t ¢ :rﬁ.olo kﬁ# b-c ttoes
= &1? have ::f:fn‘m Ange, oxo0
ing July snd VU by

section 2, in attendange of one-third of the mewbers of the
counit tee shall constitute e quorm,

ection 5. aAbsence from we ular tlngs of the ¢ounittee

1 * @ any m-.o-[w« f'-o: thgn months without ex-
planation » after due notification, be oone
eidered to a resignation,

Section 4. The fiseal yoar chall begin January late

Avticle VI. Amendments

Seotien 1, These Byelaws ma be amended two-thirds vote
. et lnox ,z;-hz- nzoc!.ng of ﬂuhgnnt Commi ttee,
e

n dth:y amendment has been
given at a previous

Jestion 8, These By«laws shall be submitted for the aproval
of the Board of Directore and no am

T P g Bode vi thout the consent o




APPENDIX G

Budget Willfams Avenue Branch

(1932)
Items ot Spent ot Lpent Nstinated
1 l & mo-1031 Budget
-eoretary 81.800.00 $1,200,00 n,aoo. 1600.00 {1,600,
res g Secretary 970,00 678, 386,00 480,
Hatpron - 480.00 480,
ixtra He
m o ln o e D —
Telephene $124,00  §117.77 nu.ooean.sa § 184,
Wa tep $10,00 7.20 10,00 3,60 10,
Light 60, 7401 47,00 28,30 47,
Fuel & Gas 215,00 234,81 285,00220,96  ¢o35,
Lau 30209 oo 2508021 % 180
Gen, Supplies-nente 8800 32,53 36.00 5468 35,
Repair & Replace= 16400 20,59 35,00 26,07 38,
oruu Supplies 50,00 34,82 58,00 21,31 164
12,00 18,
18,00 1.16 20,00 7.10 20,
:.‘f:m i 10.00 06 e g -
4
oas Tigrise . 6.80 ’ §
“antertadnment l.18
)q.loonlnom 65.00
$108,78
meomt 26,27 26,26 16.66
Girle! work 26,00 7.70 26,00 8,687 254
Health Rducat ion 88.00 6.54 256,00 26,
lienberehip 13.68
so0tal (samday Vespere is.oo 9,92 15,00 18,
$3, 00887 §2, 700,24 n.urmz.m o™
8, 150,75
¥embersh ips Receipts §13.00

Income from Bullding




APPENDIX H

REPORT OF WILLIAMS AVENUE BRANCH Y, W, 0, A,
JUNE, ._WLY. AUGUST, 19031,

Lttendance:

Trianon Glub
Pirefly Club
Girl Resorve Coumittee Tea
Reception (Miss Byrd)

Comuittes meetings:

Comnittee of Management=-(1l c8ll meeting)eewewee - 1!
Girlst Wark Committee:

Mmmm

rn Fod-:-n len of Colared Women'es Clubs-ewwewe-300

g8k

Eoonontc Bux-ou------ P
Harpiet Tubman Olub 21
m'gtntnuon of Nationsl Assoecliation of Coloved rurl.;'

hivlto Party (Mrs, Dies) ,;‘.1 e EE
Zmployments
Calls from eMPloyarseweeweld
Ften TR

Although our activities are diseontinued during the
months of June, July and August, many of the outeide elubs
and organizations found the building available for their
meetinga,

On June 18, at 8 A.Mey & breakfast was given at the

Central Assoceiation, for Miss Norma 5ims, the Gipl Reserve

Executive secretary, who has accepted & position in Honoe
lulu, Twenty-one staff membere were present and enjoyed
the very pretty affair. A ten dollar gold piece was pree
sented to Miss Sims to purchase something for herself as a
gift of remembrance from the staff,

166,
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The Girl Reserve Committee held a silver tea on sunm=
dayy June 21, at the building far the benefit of the Girl
Reserve delagate to Seabeck conference, The affair had a
large attendance and was a success financially. Vietoria
Caston and Louise Belard attended Rock Creek camp during
the week of August 8, to 12th, The Rosebud Study Club
sponsored one of the girl's expenses on the trip.

The Trianon Club held a recognition ceremony at their
last Club meeting June 18th. Five girls became recognized
Girl Reserves at thls time.

The Committee of Management tendered Mlses liabel Byrd,
the firet executive seoretary af the Branch, & reception
on August 18th. It was a very lovealy affair,

The Oregon Federation of Colored Women's Clubs obe
sarved the Annual meeting with sqes lons and an art exhibit
in the euditorium and clubroom, on June 24th. Sunday,
August 2, we vere honared with a visit from Mrs, sallle
Stewart, Natlional mresident of the Fedoration, A dinnew
wag served in the afternoon and an address to Club Oirle
was delivered by Mra. Stewart in the evening. At this
time she also organized the Nationmal Assooiation of Colored
Girla! Clubs,

lre, Dier obteained the use of the clubroom for a
birthday party honaring her young son, on June 17th. A
donation of fifty cents was given for the use of the kite
chen.

Several visitors have reglstered with us this summer

as usual
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We have peceived mare calls from employers than we have
from employees, but we have been unable to place our women
and girls because the wages offered are so very low.

Respectfully submi tted,

Wms, Ave., Branch Y, W, Ce A,
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Johngons Charles s = "The Kegro In American uvn‘i‘:-s:::::‘




Johnson, James Weldon - "God's Troubones,"

Logke, Alain - "Pour Negro Poots.”

Locke, aAlain - "The New Negro,"

ioton,; ReRe = "What the Negro Thinks,”

Odum, R,¥, = "Sceisl and Mental Traits of the Negro."
Olson's Oregen Laws - 1920

M;Lm Journals of The Lewis And Clark Expedi tion,
Vole I Pages 40 - 287

vol, II Pages 358 f,

Peabodys Praancis O. = "Zducution Por Life."

Pratt, Jemes 5, -~ "The Religlous Consciousness," (Chapt. 18)
Puckett, He He = " Folk Belief of the uouthern Negro."
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sehlesinger, Arthup M. - "New View Points in Ameriecan Nistory"

Seligman, Herbert, S, ~ "The Negro Faces America,"
southaru .ociological Congress Report - 1914 (chapter 3)
Southern soolologiosl Congres: Report - 1016<19 (chapt, 9)

Quarterly Of The “Oregon Historical society" - Vel. V Pge 274
Vole 17 pge 107T-115, Tol. © pge 180-873, Vol. 23 pg. 11137,

m-::n.:g:“l‘ t)tu ao‘g. “amaal Jewalon Of The W-.
Portary DDs -?Lu'zm of mmcwubh. -
Washingt o, Booker T. - "The Negro In The iouth,®
washington, Bookar T. - "Up Pram Llavery."

Washington, Booker T. = "The Negro Problem,"

Washington, Booker T. ="The Ltory Of The Negro.®

Woodson, “avtar 0, = ". Contuwy Of Negro i!igration,”

Woods o, Captar G. ~ "The Kegro Clurche"

Woodson, Carter C. - "The Negre In our Nistory."

Woodward, Waltes O, = "Political Parties In Oregon,"

Work, Monroe - "Negre Year Book" for 14-'26 and 1980-31,
Woofter, T J« = "Negro Problems In Cities.®
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PAMPHLETS
Ammisl Report of Williams Avenue Branch Y.W.Cehe for 1931
Constitutlion Of The Negro Purcao of DZeonomice of P-t%ma,
Frazier, 2, Pranklin, - "The liegro Family." (The Annale of
The Amerigen A of Politieal And Soclal Selence."
Novenber 1988 No, 2175

b y Dream Book And Policy Players Culde" -Fredriek J.
Drake & Coes Chicego, Illinole

Histarical Sketeh Of Plrat AM.8, Z2ion Church of Portland,
Oregon, 970th Anniversmry Program for 1638,

Minutes Of The Puget Sound Annual Confmranse, AM.R, "hureh-
1929, 1930.-

Opportunity Hagetine - iay 1923, artiecle by Trnast T,
Atwell, (Reoreatiom)

Quapterly Of The Church of God inm Christ - Vol, XIV No. S,
Articlos of vPalth, (Jeholars “dAitiom)

Records 2f The Nogee NMuresu Of Zeononlns, Portland-1931-38,

serap Dook of Yra, Deatrice Cannady-rraniline. Newspapar
elippings ef Oregon Nagroes,

Southern Cotton ¥ille And Labor - Workers Library Pub, P.48

"jurvey Of The Fegro Population Of Denver 1929" (National
Urban League)

“The Amerigsn Mereury, April, 1032 - artigle by 0uos u.
Sehuyler ~"Blaek America Bagins to Doubt,

United states Census For The state Of Oregon - 1850 - 1930,

United States Pm;a Heal th service Bulletin - "National
Hegro lealth “eek,” 1931 and 1262,

"Oppertunity Uagezine® - kay 1983, srtiele by Srnest 7.
Atwell, (Recreation)

ORIGINAL 30URCE WATSRIALS

Letter of Judge George H, ¥illlams to George M, Himes,
The Llavery lssus,

Letter of Judge Goeorge N, Williams in "The Statesmn” of




71,

July 18, 1387, (slavepy)
(YoWoCoh)

Case Records Of Publis Heelth Clinie, Williaws Avenue Branch
April 1030,

Health Records of 615 Hegro Patiente in Partland, Oregon,

Wagon Train Diaries - Oregon liletorigal s0olety, Portland,
Oregon. (Negro :leves) Journal of iyra E, Sells - 1838,

Oregonian (news ) Ostober 3, 1857 - "Bi1] of Rights,"
"Sepapate schoof::’qd Conventlon Record, r

Statesman (lmpcn{.;omlm- 16, 1887, Lawe against
legroos, Chinamen, 5 @y sbnitted To the People for Decision

Files of "The Opegonian" fop 1857 « Ovegon T'lstorieal .oclety
Slavary lgasue,

"southern Opegon Lpokesman® day 24, 1924, "Grant's Pass,"
Files of "The statesmen” for 1857 - Oregon 'lstarloal Joclety
The "cnwgq Journal” Sunday April 94, 1932 Page 1. see, 1
'Pilipino. -

The Northwest interprise for 1020 - to April 1022, Portland
se¢tlon on Hegro activities,

"Tue idvosate", newspapsr 1920 to 4ipril 1932 recard of Negro
activities,

INTERVITYS

Andsmson, J. ¥, Supervisen of Negro Tark in th Baptist
Churehes of the Horthwest,

Browns e Be Lay Citlizen,

Blackburns Rey - lay cltlzen ‘
Burdlgics Leds = Compller of City Odinences for Portland
Chanbers, HeEe « Zpiscopal Missionary olecgyman,
Charleston, JeRe = an old resident,

Crane, Mo ~ Officer seventh Day Adventist Church,

8y FoCy = mu. of City Ordinances for The Portland
Polise Depant: .

Flowers, A%, - 2 Pioneer,
Pranilin, Bsatrise Canmdy - ditor of "™he idvoeste,"
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Fpanklin, Yeney, - Pressman, Advocate Publishing Co,

Fullery I. ~ An old Resident,
Fullilove, H.E. = An old Resident,

Oardner, G, - Baptiet Minister,

Oray, Catherime, - An 0ld Resident,

Graysen, 0, V, = lay oitizen,

dsrding, Ceorge B, - an old resident,

Henderson, Mabel, Officer seventh Day Adventist Chureh,
Elmes, CGeorge F, = Curator Opegon Fistor foel Society,
Jones, A.A. - lay oitizen,

Logan, Clara - an old roelident,

Lovell, W.R, ~ Hinlster Pirst AsileBy ‘ion Chureh,

Hinor, Tugene A, = Executive seoreotary Regro Durssu of
Beonomice,

dorton, Wirt - an old resident,
Pennie, dasie - lay citisen,

Rivertsy, R.¥, = lay oltisen,

sanderfield, Rev, = Pastor of Russell strect Holiness Migeion,
dearele, Rabert - Pastor “Houss of Prayer,"

Spooner, Julia - Vice-prinoipal of the Holladay school
Stanley, GeWe - lay cltisen,

Thomas, Fred, an old roe ldante

Raterford, Gus. - i ploneer,

Weaver, Charles - an old Resident,

Feaver, Core - lay oltisen,

White, G.H. = lay citizen,

Filliame, Wyatt ¥, - lay of tizen,

#ileen, J.D.s Pestor of Mount Olivet Baptist Churgh,
Wisdom, Jomeph, = A Ploneer and ex=slavey




