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PREFACE

Ia this the one hundreth saniversary of the publication of the
QOrozon Statssman, it is altogothor fitting that we open to view the life
and activities of the man who served as the first editor of its columms
for sone thirteen years. Asahel Bush, of Massachusetis, came to Oregon
in 1850 to write for the Democratic party. It was his intent to publish
a newspaper that would support Democratic csmdidates, and further, it vas
his intent that these candidates be the choice of an organiszed and strong
party.

The purpose of this study 4s to discuss the work of Asahel Bush in
this respect and to weigh his importance as an influence in the grewth of
Oregon from 1850 to 1863. To accemplish this purpose, the writer has
been lad to the scattered and, sometimes, sparsely filled files of the
Oregon Historical Society, Portland, Oregen; the Archives of the Oregon
State Library, Salem, Oregon; the Willamette University library, Sslem,
Oregon; the personal collection of Dr. Dan E. (lark, History Department,
University of Oregonj and the Special Collection of the University of
Oregon Library, Bugene, Oregon. Many of the collections of letters are
quite complete, particularly for the period 1850-1858, but a scarcity of
lotters from 1858 on is to be found ia all of the above mentioned collec-

tions. This is dus in part, mo doubt, to Mr. Bush's aversion to anything



i1

resembling a filing aystem, for either his personal or business papers.
It is reported that he prefered to use his ceat pocket as his office and
his head for his filing cabinet, trusting to memory for his transactions.

To any scholar interested in the investigation of matters pertinent
to Oregon history, this writer can enthusiastically recommend the staffs
of the above named depositories of documents for the sincerity and pure
posefull helpfullness they exhibit to anyome in search of materials.

The writer has attempted to trace, im this paper, the coming of
Asahel Bush to Oregon and the part he played in its growth as a territory
and in its creation and further maturation as a state, Inbermingled 4n
the story are the activities of many of his frieands and ememics. No
attempt has becn made to separate into a single tale the activities of
Mr, Bush for his story is the story of the Orogon Democracy; any attempt
to segregate a single portion would render such an attempt sterile.



CEAPTER I
A FRINTER COMES WEST TO WRITE FOR THR DEMOCRACY

That Asshel Bush ever became associated with Oregon and with the
Oreozon Statesman, that newspaper through which he was able to wield so
much power in territorial Oregon, was ome of those happenings that occur
quite by chance. Asshel Bush was born June 4, 1834, of Asahel and Sally
(Wobe) Bush at Westfield, Massachusetts.! The boy, Asahel, was forced to
fond for himself at the age of fiftecn when his father passed avay. The
youth hired himself out to learn the printing trade almost immediately om
his separation from his family, and after having successfully learned the
trade of printer set about to read law, After being admitted to the
Negsachusetts State Bar, he reemtered the printing profession and was so
engaged when the opportunity presented itself for him to go to the Oregon
Country.® It was vhile he was engaged in the task of editing the Vest-
field, Magsachusetts, Standard that his path crossed that of Samuel B.
Thurston, and this meeting caused his departure for the Oregon Territory.

Samuel B, Thurston was the first Delegate to Congress elected by the
newly established Territory of Orsgon and aftor heving served one term he
attempted to obtain re-election by establishing a newspeper that would

leharles H. Carey, History of Oregon, Chicago and Portland:r 1922,
Yol. II, P. 40, See also Jemstte . Boberts,
Unpublished thesis, U. of Q.

2 Magazine, issued on the 70th Amniversary of
the Bank, 29 Merch 1939, at Salem, Oregon.



actively campaign for him in the Territory. In the first election,
Thorston had been elected ms the Delegate to Congress on a non.partisan
basis. "He was a peculiar combination in those days -.- a Methodist
Democrat, for most of the Methodists were Wnigs*!, and since the mis-
sionary vote had played & part in his election he felt no desire to
alienate these supporters. However, he felt the meed for the type of
support a newspaper could give to him, and further intemded that it be a
Democratic organ which would foster the Democratic principles to which
he adhered. He made many attempts to obtain a publisher.editor over a
considerable period, as evidenced by emtriss im his diary, but to mo
avail,?

It was while on a visit to the home of his wife, in Westfield,
during a Oongressional recess that Thurston met the young (twenty-six
year 0ld) Asshel Bush and broached the subject of operating a Democratie
mhmhmlhmm The two men reached an agreement and
Tureton wrote letters of introduetion to established and friendly busi-
ness men in Oregon, asserting that "Mr. Bush is a gentleman of high order
of talents, of integrity, worthy of your confidemce ... I doubt mot you
will lend him your influemee and further his design.’ With this "He

1george S. Turnbull, Elstory of Orogon Newspepers (Portland;
Binfords & Mort, 1939) p. .

“Diary of Sammel Royal Timrston®,
Vol XV ‘”m. 1'“’ PP 163.205,

Spurnbull, sp. git.s p- 76.

41atter, Thurston to J. MeBride, C. M. Walker, M. P. Deady and
others, 27 July 1850. U. of 0. Collection, hereafter moted as U. of O.



camw to Salem im 1850 ... to start the Democratic nowspapor that
Thurston had become convinced his Territory needed."®

The land that received Asshel Bush in the Pacific Horthwest was
quite diffsremt from the sebtled and civilized Westfield, Massachusetts,
he had left. Young though he was, Bush had been trained in the sehool
of politics and newspaper editorislism and soon proved that he could
hold his own with any editer in the Jerritory of Oregen. He had, in
sddition to editing the Westfisld Standard, served as town elerk in
Westfield® and kept alive an active interest in the politieal affairs
of Massachusetts long aftor his removal from that place.?

On his arrival in Oregon Qity, Bush prepared to set up the venture,
bat troubles immediately beset the embryo mewspaper, for there vas a
delay in the shipment of the press from the east. DBush, extremely
anxious to commence oporations, for some of his own money was tied up in
the venturs, wrote to Thurston to complain that "The enemies of the
Statesmen ave constantly reporting that the paper is to be sbandomed,
and the lapse of time since it was promised gives the report eredit."®

‘%nmu. +s 1t should be moted that the Bank
nagazine his point of operation at Salem, whereas the paper was
established at Oregoen City, the then seat of govermment for the Perritory.

20avey, op. git.s he editsd the Standard from 24 Jamary 1849 to 5
July 1850.

%1n the Bush Collection in the irchives of the Oregon State Library
in Salem, Oregon are mumerous letters te and from old friends regarding
political activities on the local and mational scems. Refersnce to this
collection will hereafter be moted by "Archives".

41stter, Bush to Thurston, 20 December 1850, guoted in Purabull,
op. git., p. 7.



Then, as the first publighed mumber of the newly established Whig joure
nal, the Qrezonian, came from the press, Bush wrote: "I am all impabiemce
to get thet press. You don't kmow how we are losimg grownd. ... I'1l
have things ready to go to work (whem the press arrives) and get out a
mamber immedistely ... there are some here who will spare no endsaver to
get & Democratic paper to superseds it (the Ststesman).®d

The time lapse between the arrival of Bash in the Oregom Territory
and March 26, 1851, when the first mmber of the Statesman was taken
f£rom the press was mot waated, for Bush oeccupied himself in forming those
acquaintenges that were to make it possible for him to become the chief
protagonist in ths political aetivities of Orezon for a period of more
then tem years. Net am setive member of any religious group, Bush was
well rageived by meny churchmen and as one letter of imtreduction, which
served the additional purpose of being a charaster referencs, stated,
Asshel Bush "is an attorney at Law. He purposes going to Oregom in pure
suit of basiness. He goes out as a political man of the Demecratic
Schools . Hr. Bush 19 a well educated mam and & man of talent and
promise. «.. Though not a professor of Beligion himself, his family
friends are Methodists" and I ask the courtesy "due to a Stranger in a
Strangs Land." It is spparsnt that Bush never applied himself to any
great show of faith. The topic of church attendance wes one of goode

11b3d., auoted in Turmbull, gp. git., p. 79,

2lattor by the Beverend A. ¥. Cox, Minister of the Methodist Bmman.
uel Church of Westfisld, Mass. 30 July 1850, Bush Femily Papers,
irchives.



nstured joshing betwesn hinself and his fiances, Miss Zugenia Zieber, md
4% geems that the retigence of Bush caused Mlss Zleber to assume the
habit of non.attendence in matters of a religious maturse,l This aversion
o religion permitted Bush to devote himself on Sundays to the politic.
ally profitable funetions of letter writing and conversations with those
men who vere destined to rise with and, in most cases, to far outshine
him in polities; motably, J. W. Nesmith, M. P. Dsady, B. F. Harding, O.
Q. Pratt, and a host of others,

After many months of postronements and delays the press arrived ia
time to issue the first mumber under the dateline of 36 March 1851,1
nearly four months later than the Qresoniam wvhich vas te be the major
antagonist of Bush, and vhich he had hoped to beat in the race to begia
publication. The friends that Bush had made while waiting for the
arrival of the press becmme sgents for him after he bogan publication
and solicited subscriptions, since each pow reader was a potemtial Demoe
cratic wter. These "agents" were nearly sll prominent in the sctivits s
of the Demoeratic party, and what later tecame known as the Salem Clique,
as woll as in State and Netionsl politics.®

48 Walter Q.¥Woodvard has expressed it, the Statesman, "Through its

lenroughout the letters of Bagenia Zisber to "Mr. Dush® and of thes e
to heor family after hor marriage are referenmces to the lack of veligious
92l disclesed by Bush. She often chided him for it while guecumbing
herself. mugenia Bush file, Archives.

that

2This is the dateline of the issue of the yaper 1 have seen.
Turnbull, gp. cit., p. 80, dates this issue of the paper as 28 March 1851,

3Mumul throughout correspondence to Bush are referemces by
these men to mew subscribers and requests for additional copies or notate
iong that sccounts were collected. See ““. Twrabull, 2B, m.. P 80.



editer, Asshel Bush, cold, calculating, relentless, ... was to dominate
Oregon polities for a decads, making and bresking politicians at wilin, 1
George 5. Turnbull substantiates this appraisal of this powerful man who
was able to contrel the political sceme from the privacy of his offiee
and home, Ixcepting ome term as chief clerk in the House of Representa-
tives in the session of 1850-1851, his position as Territorial and thea
State Printer from 1861.1863, and a term as Warden of the State Peni-
$entiary, Bush did not persomally engage in the holding of political
offices, yet "There was no discounting Bush's politieal influemce. It
was very likely, stronger than that of any other editer of his immediate
poriod. 2

In a signed declaration of prineiple, Bush, im his first issus,
announced the aims of the paper, although it is worthy of note that the
avowal wes adhered te only so long as it was politically expedient to
so do:

In politics, the Statesmsn will be Democratic, ==
devoted to the interests and adhering to the usages of
that party, and defenmding its measures against the ummerited
assanlts of political opposition. ...

In Territorial polities, the Statesman will laber teo
secure and preserve the imtegrity and unity of the Demceratie
party, irrespective of local interests or personal aimej and
wve shall therefors refuse, on all occasions, to lend our cole

ueEns to further the purposes of factiona, cliques or individ-
uals. To make the Statesman the trus amd faithful orgen of

lyalter Carleton Woodward, m:_mmﬂzxj&usm
Partiss in Oregon, 1843.1863 (Portlend: J. K. G411 Co., 1913) p. 40.

2urnbull, op. git.s pe 84.




the wivle n-oinqo{oﬂpn. will be the height of our
ambition.

Bash also promounced, in this introductory statement, the aim of
organizing, indeed, the nsed for organising, & Democratic party in the
Territorys

Wasnever the Democracy shall organise, the will

be the uncompromising advocate of regular nominations, fairly

made; by which system only can a party give efficiency to ite

action and success to its principles., The experience of the

past fow years in the States, demonstrates that the benign

principles and measures of Democracy can mever triumph vhile

the established useges of the party are wantonly disregarded;

we shall therefore stand ly and defend those usages in every

emergency, let them be menacei or assailed by whom, or from

what quarter they -..‘

With this as falr warning to the Orezomism, as the standard-bearer
for the Whigs, and the Spectator, vhich Bush little comsidered in viewof
its avowed basis of publication with mo political bias, the Statesman
launched into that form of diatribe which became known as the "Orsgen
Style® and vhich consisted of slanderous and vitriolic attacks on polite

deal and personal opponeats.

‘w‘-ﬂ March 1851. Hereafter eited by 4ts popular
name,

*mia.




CHAFTER IX

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE DEMOCRACY A¥D THE EARLY
INFLUBNCE OF THE SALEM CLIQUE

Bash wes early in favor of orgamising an official and publicly
recognized Demosratic party, but he was at £ivst ceutious of opem avowal
of sugch a plan in his paper for, in the spring of 1851, Joseph lane
amounced himself a candidste for the delegateship in epposition to
Samuel B, Thurston, who lane knew to @ & Democrat. Bush, transfixed on
the horns of & dilemma, wrote: "You are sware of and can appreciste the
esbarrassent by which I am surrounded, or under which anyone publishing
a democratic paper would labor during the Delegate election, ... I shall
pursus an independent course and I shall endeaver to pursue a judicious
one. I thirk I can do it. I intend to zo for the party and its prinei.
ples rather than its iwmm..'l‘hmu-muﬁnlﬂ
for Bush until Thurston's death, whereupon the Statesman came cut withan
editorial calling "For Delegate to Comgress, GENERAL JOSEPE LANE' because
of his "dewotion to the prinmeiples, usages, and interests of the great
Democratie party$?

L2k to Deady, 11 dpril 1851, In the mierofilm letters of the
Oregon Historieal Society, hereafter cited as the "OHS",

9 May 1851, The week bafore, the Statesman had annoumced
the death of Thurston while crossing the Istlmus of Panama, enroute to
Oregon from Washington, D. G



Publicly, Bush disavowed any connection with interested persons or
eliques and eastigsted the Spectator snd Qrozomisn and Star ss fourth-
rate Whig and Molitlon papers’ beesuse they accused him of such setivie
ties. Privately, Bush wrote to Deady, Nesmith, and others requesting
articles thaet he might publish vhich would stir opinion ia fawor of party
organisation, and suggested that positive steps be taken to prevent the
lows o the Democrats of Thurston's folloving who might attespt to forma
party of their own nov that Thurston was gone. Nuch oriticism of Lane
was evident in this campaign as & result of his having attempted to
undercut Thurston, and the situation was mach toe delisate to urge the
voters actively to support only Democrats in the coming election. Bush
explained his feelings regariinz the situation to Deady, saying: "as ve
have mo organisation hers would mot swh action [the waving of a party
flag and denanding party diseipline ] drive your whig supporters awey
without comciliating the democrats who oppose you!" Them too, since many
of the candidates who were Democrats had mot shown their colors yet, such
a move could cost the Democrscy meny sests in the legislature.?

As a result of the situation, Bush was forced to content himself
with the expediency of letter-writing to various individuals and groups

!Statesman, 25 April 1851, The and Spectator vere accused
of being whig Jjournals which was, speaking, true, and the Star
of being a free-.soil paper., The Star was published in Milwsukee, Oregon
as the Western Star, and was active in the election campeign of 1851 as
an exponent of Jeffersonian Democrasy, 4t soon drew upon itself the wrath
of Bush.

23ush to Doady, 17 May 1851, OHS. Bush was qQuite anxicus that Lene's
entry into the race for delegate mot split the Democrats and wrged Deady
and others to get Lame to S0othe the Thurston men 8o 28 mot to lose them,
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who were to be visited by the Democratie candidates out stumping the
ferritory., These letters were highly successful and Deady, for example,
thanked Bush for his valusble assistance and promised mever to forget the
gesture, vhether or mot he was elected.}

Probsbly there would have been mo such rapid growth of a Democratie
party in the Oregon Territory had mot the vast majority of the settlers
brought with them the political beliefs to which they had adhered while
in their earlier homes "in the states”. The temper of Territorial set-
tlers is noted for its individualise and certainly the Oregonisns were no
exceptions. They were, save the group known as the "Mission Growp", in |
the main, supporters of Dmocratic principles. The main dsnger to Dush's |
plan for an organized party was that these men might split om local or
personsl issues. Thurston was clearly devoted to the idea of organising
» Democratic party in Oregon at the earliest possible moment,? thus his
importation of Bush to edit the Siatesmen as a Democratic paper,

In the spring campaign of 1861, Lane, having replaced the recently
deceased Thurston as mominee for the delegateship, wooed both Whigs and
Democrats to the utter disgust of many of his Democratic brethren,
Beuden P, Boise wrote Bush that "There is comsiderable feeling here
[Port1ana] sgainst Lane®,® and Matthew P. Deady, cempaigning for the
eircuit juigeship was embarrassed by Lane and wrote: "I wish Lane could

Ipeady to Bush, 25 May 1851, U. of 0.
21piary of Semsl Royal Thurston", gv. git,, indicates his attempts

to have Democrats appointed to positions in the Territorial goverament.
See also his letters in the Archives at Salem,

330188 to Bush, 1 May 1851, U. of O.
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shake off these whig politiclans from his ekirts. If not, the day will
come vhen he will regret it, and the democratic party also. He will be
compelled to show his bhand in Comgress and thenm with some plausidility,
they vill ery treachery.?’ ®hat this shrewd observation lacked only
months to be conswmated 19 dorae cut by Lanets letter to Bush in Decen-
ber of the same year from his office in Washingtom City: "The signs of
the times justifies the open [assert] iom thai Whig rule will soom termin-
ate (and that] Oregon as [well] as every portion of the wmion will de
benifited by the change.®2

Pollowing the successful election of leme to the delegateship in
June of 1851, Bush opened his campaign for the "Organisation of the Democe
raoy" by anmouncing:

+«s & convention of the Democrats of Marion County is to

be holden at Salem on 4th of July, for the purposs of effecte

ing a thorough and permanent orgenization of the party in that

county, We also lezrn that there is & strong feeling in favor

of an early organizstion among the Democrats of Yamhill, Polk

and other counties, and, indeed throuchout the territory. Ve

are pleased to witness this movement, amd hope that before

another election shall take place, it will have extended to

every county in the Territery, emsuring an indispatadle vietory,

and ranking young Oroplguhtho Party of the People, of Pro-

gress snd Popular Rights,

In the same issue of the Statesman appeared am advertisement which

Lpesdy to Bush, 4 May 1851, U. of O.
21ane to Bush, 5 December 1851, U, of O, Thais letter is ia very

poor condition with many tears and stains marring its contents; the above
is as feithful a reproduction as could be made.

‘mun—m.



ealled for this conveation; curiously enmough, the sd bears the date of
9 Nay 1850,

The Whigs, as personified in the Qresonian, opposed any such move
to create parties in Oregom, for the federally sppointed Territorial
officers were Whige and trouble emough was already afoot in the form of &
violent clash between the Legislative issembly, which was predesinately
m-&.n-ﬂtdhlﬁmdmummuw.-‘
the Territorial officers, led by Govermor Gaines over the location of
the seat of goverzment as established by am act of the preceding Legis.
lature. This matter vill be discussed later. Bush, taking full advant.
age of the "Oregon Style'; called attention to thiss

The Orogonian has turned another sommerset and is out
against drewing party lines., If the weathercock course of

that paper upon the question of party politics wes mot genere

ally known, it might be interesting to make a few guotations

from it to show how many times the editor has beem wupon all

oides within the short space of six months., 3But his vacilla.

tion is as motorioms as his gemeral imbecillity, and it 4s

as mach a work of superflucusness to point out one as the

other

;t 43 idle to talk of "moupartyiem”. ... And it &

MwumletMmhn-th

feelings or party preferences.

Certainly Bush could never be accused of "mo-partyisa® for he was
earmestly soliciting articles fur the paper that would urge the drewing
up of party lives. It might be said that Buah planted the seed from
which spreng the Democracy that was te rule Oregon, as a Territory and
State, for over ten years. The seed vas planted and was nurtured by the

antagonism created in the hearts of the Cregonians by the Federal

Istatesman, 27 June 1851



appointess, especially when these appointees were "foreigmers® placed
there by a Vhig administration. The Oregonians, like most westerners,
had 1ittle use for outeiders who tried to tell them hov to run their
local affairs. The character of John P, Gaines, Territorizl Governor
from August 1850 to May 1853, for exzample, was such that he immediately
rubbed the territorial populace the wrong way and the antagonism therely
crected marks *the begimiing of political parties in Oregon ia the
national sense"® of the term.

Even though yoliticel parties existed in Oregon from the advent of
Gaines! appointment as Govermor, mo clearweut division of principles was
apparent to mark the difference between Whigs and Democrats., HNeverthse
less, the control and organisation that is associated, as an integral
part, with perty politics, was well established before amy public avowal
of principles was made. Such an organisation was possidble, largely bee
cause Bush "mainteined a comstant correspondence with the captains over
tens and fifties and more, all over the territory, and by this means, ia
conjunction with the columns of the Jtatesmen, maintained an almost autoe
eratic control over public sffsirs.’d

Coutious inmguirics vere put forth by Push tc his newspaper sgents
ead peliticel kin in erder to test popular opinion on the advissbility
of orgenizing the Democracy throughout the Territery. Already steps
bhad deen taken in many of the counties of the middle and southern

lyocavard, gp. git., D 39,
86"‘]' 2p. m., p. B4,



Willsmette Valley, although caution was coumselled from the northera
towns and counties.l Thenm, following the successful elections of 1851,
the Statesman began to carry in prominent positions the stories concern.
inz the holding of conventions in mawy of the counties. The Democratic
Convention at Salem, for exsmple, snnounced that 'we cordially recommend
the Democracy of each and every County in the Territery to meet and
organize upon a sure and firm foundation."® lugmenting this "reporting,
Push employed hig editorial columms to urge that political parties were
Just as important in the Territories as in the States and laghed out at
the Whigs for advocating "No Partyisn", asserting that "Thomas H. Benton
once said, 'Show me & man who belongs to no party, and I will shov you
one who either figures at the head or dangles at the taill of Federal.
1gm, 103

The Federal officers and their Whig supporters were condemmed for
hsving dome all in their pover to "disseminate and strengthen vhiggery,
and to weaken and destroy democracy by advocating that no political

1osiee to Bash, 27 March snd 9 iprdl 1851, U. of 0. in interesting
sidelight is noted in these letters with referemce to Dr. Meloughlinm, who
had been elected mayor of Oregon City at about the same time. It is sug-
gested to Bush, who lived there at that time, that "You should notify the
Qusen immediately of the success of her faithful servant, and ve shall
seon expect to hear the Oregom City bdoys shouting God Ssve the Queem. I
wonder if Governor Gaines would think a charter from her Majesty vould
fomor.m the Capital at Oregon City and make the price of his lots
secure.

“suatesnan, & July issi.

Sstatesman, 28 October 1851, Throughout the issues of July, August,
September, and Qetober of 1851 are found exhortations for Democratic

organization and outcries sgainst the "m0 partyism" of Dryer and the
Federal officers of the Territory.

on—




effiliations be incurred. Such pleas were made, said Bush, not beecsuse
parties were evil but becanse these mem find themselves in a minority in
Oregon and sudienly have discovered that party orgamisation may be dele-
terious and "wholly improper, except, perhaps, in slections for matiomsl
officers. 4}

4s these persistently dlatant editorials and brief inserts in the
columns of the Statesman contimued to pour forth upom its readers real
progress was bein: made in convincing men that party organization was
necessary if Orezon was ever to be free from the odious supervision of
foderally asppointed offisials vho smacked of Whiggery and what was
worse, were foreiga imports who had little permanent interests in the
affairs of this rough and rugged Territory. It was with great satise
fastion that Bush amnoumced early in 1852 that "... prior to the late
adjourmment of the Legislative Assembly, the demcoratic mombers of that
body took initiatory steps of a gemeral orgamization of the party.
Svery member at the capital was present at the caucus, and all vers
agreed 28 one man to the propriety of, and necessity for, a thorough
organization of the demoeracy throughout the Territory. Mnd we trust
the movement will be carried out with the entlusiasm and efficiency with
which it was commenced ... . It 48 of the utmost moment to the people
and the country mo less than the democrasy, that this work of organiss.
tion s early and thorouchly accosplished.’® His readers are urged to

g
'm, 27 Jamuery 1862,
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remain alert and sctive lest idleness and self-sssurance becsuse of thedr
mambers bring about defeat. It would not be irrelevant to comment on the
fact that Bush personally covered the meeting of the Legislative Assembly
for his paper. It mugt be obdvious that he exerted comsiderable influeme
on members of the legislature, not only because of his support of the
Pemocratic members, tat alse bLecause of his never=failing support of their
meeting at Salem which they 29 a group held to be the legslly constituted
seat of government, although the Federal officers and the Whigs comsider-
od Oregon City to bs the yossessor of this homor.}

fo further the movement for party organiszation the csusus just men-
tioned appointed & Cenmtral Committes of five men, two of whom wers
*Qlique" men =< coborts of Bush «~. and one of whom was Committee Chair.
man, to work in conjunction with and to supervise the functions of thre
men from sach county who were to begin the development of county organ~
isations, This committee was to coordinate all county activities until
.Wmowmumunuum'

Tow that the plan for the organization of the Democracy had been
made public and active agitation was under way, the popular Genmeral
Joseph Lane expressed himself on the issue and openly declared for the
Democrats in a letter to Bush.® Just prior to this, Bush hed published a

lgme Zocation of the Capitsl Question will be handled in Chapter
Three., The Statesman for 4 November 1851 recorded 19 Democrats and 3
Whigs in the House and 8 Democrats and 1 Whig in the Semate,

b 27 Jempary 1853, The two Cligue men were James ¥, Wes-
mith as the Chalrman and B. ¥, Havding. In the published list of party
orgenizers, Bush is econspicuous by his absence.

3Lans to Bush, 31 March 1852, U.of O,
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letter from Lane which had been written for publication, in answer to the
assertion of the vhigs that Lane was opposed to the orgsmiszation of
parties, in which the General had said, "I am glad to witnes: your efforts
to get a Democratic organization, lose o time in urging the Democrats to
organize and unite. All local and sectional issues should be dropped.
¥ith the organization and union of the Democracy all will be well in
On.l."

Now, as if to further stimnlate party organiszation, Asahel Bush
gradually began to draw attention to the location of the Capital Question
in the Statesmsn and suscosded in bringing down upon himself the wrath of
the Waigs as personified in Dryer's Qresomiam. Them t00, the controversy
over the seat of government and its attendent flavor of illegality caused
some Democrats to transfer their loyalties to the vhigs. Notable among
thege men who were also dissatisfled with the high.handed eontrol being
exercised by the group kmown alternately as the "Salem Cligue", the
Durhamites, or the "hards”, in opposition to "soft" Democrats, was James
McBride, who had been a stawmch Democrat as far back as hig early days in
Tennessee end Missouri.? The Oregonisn chortled over the apperent
ochism: "If there is saything in this world more rediculous than amother
it is the impudent assumption of Bush end his master [Juige 0. C. Pratt]®

1statesman, 24 February 1852,
2hoodward, op. oit., p. 47-

Sgne Qregonian was convinced at this time that Pratt ran the Demo-
eratic party and called the turn for Bush.




to read out of the party such men ss Lancaster, Walt, Buck, NeBride,

{ote, ote.).** Bush vohemently answered this charge by demyisg that he
had ever read anyone out of the party, hovever he served motice to all
men that "when we find men ecting with federalists, if we have occasion
to speak of them, we shall mot hesitate to rank them with federalists,®®

The split, however, was not nearly so disastrous ss Dryer hsd hoped
even though 1% did cost the Demoorats some votos as Nesmith told Lane
following the elections in Jumet "I learned that the Whig and Federal
officer's factions have carried Olackamas and Washington counties and
electad two members in Yemhill., This was quite contrary to my expsct.
ations."® Gemerally spesking, it might be said that the Democrats were
quite successful, despite this break, in urging all to vote the straight
Democratic ticket.

S$t111, the begiming of party organizatiom did mot ses the end of
party troubles, and it was to be an uphill fight all the way for Asshel
Bush and those Democrats who worked closely with him to gain and retain
the supremacy of political fumetioms in Oregon.

It vas largely the capital location question which forced the erese
tion of a nucleus by a small group of determined men in order to admine
ister the mswly-born Democratic party. Secure and complete adhesion to
the will of the group was nmaver to be & fact, for various mem, some of
them members of the comtrol gsrowp itself, rebelled and either joined the

lorsgonian, 31 Jsnuary 1852.
'm 3 Tobruary 1862,
3geumith to leme, 12 June 1852, 0.H.S.
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enemy or created Quasi-Democratic splinter parties in opposition te the
rule by the gronp popularly kmown 28 the Salem Cligume.

The nsme, Salem (lique, was given to this group, paradoxically, by
one of its own members after he had become discontented and had struck
off on his own to campaizn against the "hards". This man was Judge 0. C.
Pratt who was angered amd hurt by the appointment of George L. Curry to
the gevernor's chair in 1862 when Iune resigned his appointment as the
successor to the Whig Gaines, in order to re-assume the delegateship to
Congress. The incident came ahout in the campaizn of 1852 when Pratt
fought against a Clique candidate, Judge Williams. Wesmith reported the
storyt 'Pratt is vory bittor against him [#lltame] , Ourrey [ote],
Harding, Grover, Bush, McGracken feic], and myself and others for oppos-
ing his pretensions amd he calls us Ths Salem Clique. ... Ne will find
that the 'Cligue’ will give him some trouble yet!'

Thie Cligue was earlier known as the "Durhomites® when Pratt's
position in the group was ascendant, becsuse of a business deal by
Pratt in which he had purchased some cattle from a man named Durham and
had, in selling them, termed them blooded "Durham” Stock. Regardless of
the nsme, however, whether Durhamites, hards or the Salem Cligue, the
reference was always %o Bush, Pratt, Deady, Nesmith, Hsrding, Grover,
at. 8l,, and this group through the widely resd Statesmen and through
stratezic legislative offices led, guided and forced legislation to its
owa advantage.

Igesmith to Lane, 19 October 1854, 0,H.S,




The Statesman wes oppesed by an equally boistrous orgesnm, the
Qrezonian, vhich served as spokesssn for the Whigs, the Tederal Clique
[which demoted the federslly sppointed officers,] amd those disaffeoted
Democrats who became kmown as "softs® or "National Democrats®.

4 o moans of gaining territorisl comtrol the Dem & paigned
vigorously for party orgenization and Bush declared to the entire Terri-
tory as reached by the pages of his newspaper that opposition to perty
lines was pure whiggery. He comstantly beat the drums for party organe
igzation, alwsys holding fast to the shibboleth of "Demcerscy®, and he
hammered weekly at the Qregonian's editor as the persenification of all

Whigs:

It strikes us that the height of political effromtery
and hypoerisy was reached whem official whiggery, of the
bitterest, blusst dye, conceived the idea of oppesing the

organization of the Oregon democracy. ... Who took the inite
fatory steps in this matter - who first roused the slumber-

ing fires of party feeling in Oregonl sk the party which

has swarmed the Territory with whig offieials, pledged snd

svorn to aid the schemes and to promote ths interests of

whiggery! wmmau-mcmm-tuom

of Governor end the pr % incumbent turned inf

¥With the Sgatesman's editorials to set the pace, county conventions
wore forthcoming in most of the Territory and a central committes was
ereated during the Legislative Assembly of 1851.1852 vhich supervised
county sotivities. This central committos vorked so rapidly in organiz.
ing the democracy that in the Junme election of 1852 the party lost only

two counties, Clackamas and lhlnutn.' It was proposed that a gemeral

1gtotosman, 26 November, 1851.
2yoodvard, gp. git.s pe 50




convention be held in fpril, 1853, "for the purpose of nemimating a
suitable oandidate for the delegate to Oongress and to recemend [elc]
to the Becutive of the United Ststes sultable parsons to Till the varie
ous federal offices in thig territory, and to transact such other busie
ness as may be decmed expedient."t

The election results highly pleased Bush, who, with pardsnsble
pride; pointed outs:

The propriety of our recsnt organization, though has.
tily snd imperfectly got up, and the necessity and exped-

fency of keeping it wp in all future contests, will
1y hereafter be questioned by any reflecting democrat.

Lpeady to Bush, March 1853, 0,H.5,
gkatesnen, 15 June 1852




CHAPTER III

7HE DEMOCRACY LOCATES A CAPITAL AND DRVOTES
ITSIL? 10 THE SPOILS SYSTEN

Bush and his comrades, who were the forerunners of an organized
Demosratic perty inm Oregon, cuickly became idsntified in the clash over
the famous "Seat of Goverament® question which came up in the legislative

} sossion of 2 December 1850. The two principals involved were Salem and
r?ﬁug.l City (vhich was the site of the legislative meeting), for each
. was represented by a faction that demanded that the capital be located
4n their particular city. Bush's paper did met appear until March of the
~ following year, but he was active in support of the Democratic-Salem
action from the begimaing, even though his paper was established at

n City.

Bush demied that the democratic party wes organising on the basis
the location squebble and wrote that: "The drummers for the federal
fficers are constantly charging that an attempt is being mede to organ.
~ dze the demoeratic party on the location question, hoping by these
to deter democratic men who do mot favor the locations selected,

rom emtering into the organiszation, and expecting that they will
ms fall into the hands of the no-party-federal.party, which is to
nstitute the epposition.*’

lsgatesnan, 9 March 1852,



A year after the controversial bill, which placed the capital at
Salem, the penitentiary at Portland and the University at Marysville,!
was emacted, the issue was still being hotly debated in the columms of
the Oregonisn and the Statesman. Thomas J. Dryer, editor of the QOregon-
ian, devotsd a great deal of his weckly's space to it and noted that
only one member of the coumcil and throo membors of the assembly had
nmet at Oregon City on the day set for the re-opeaing of the Iegislature
in 1851. "The rest had gone to Salem, claiming that to be the seat of
gonr-ut."

Whig sentiments ore olearly expressed by Dryer who rehearsed the
political problem editorially. In the course of conducting territorial
tusiness "It became necessary that a seat of govermment should be low
cated - the erection of a penitentiary secured, snd a university estabe
lished, by the legislature last vinter, under the provisions of the
organic law of Congress. It so happenmed that the governmor, who was by
the orgzenic law recognized as a party to discharge these trusts, was a
vhig, and therefore must, (juiging from their acts), be treated vith
disrespoct by the self-constituted leaders of the party having the pow-
er in the legislative assembly of the territory. The legislature, withe
out consultation with, and without the kmowledge of the govermor, pro-
ceeded to pass & law, fixing the seat of government at Salem -~ authore

1nan sot, 36 provide for the selection of plases for loostisn anq
grection of Publie Buildings of the Perritory of Oregon." Section 1,

in General Laws, Vol. II, 1850.1851,
*0remuian, 6 Decenber 1851,



fzing the erection of the peniteatiary at Portland, and locating the
university at Marysville ... all in the same bill . ... Goversor Gaines,
in a respectful and gentlemenly mammer, called their sttention to the
sbsolute end positive requirements of the organic law passed by Clongress,”
[which required that every law shall embrace but ome object"], the
pmuxammtuqumumumm
"geparate the gbjscts ... and thereby conform to the requirements of the
gutnlpnr-u."

The legislature ignored the governor, and incensed at this "gratui.
tous interforence with the legislative part of the govermment’,® passed
the bill 16 to 11.* Dryer commented: "The supreme court ha[s] adjucated
the promounced judgement ageinst the law -. and yet these gonsistent
gentlemen, with all their boasted leve of law and order, refuse to recoge
nize pow, what they o eagerly spproved a short time sge. ... So far as
ve have heerd expressions from the people, upon the conduct of those men
now assembled at Salem as legislators, they have besen condemmatory.
vee the question is whether the good of the people or that of party

Loensral lews, Vol. II, gpe git.s p+ 40, Section six of the Organic
Aot of the United States Congress.

‘;wumw 1861. WVoodward, gp. git.s p. 40 motes that
Governor sent a special message critici the bill while 1t was
before the legislature.

W. op. m«. p. 40,

“Budert Howe Banero ft, (Sen Framsisco: The Hise

tory Co., 1888) Vol. II, p. . The vote was 6 to 3 in the council anmd
10 to 8 in the house.




shsll constitute the duty of the leglslators.*!
.~ Deady in a letter to Bush, which was offered as & contribution to
P published and bore the sigmature "Lafaystte', remerked that this
?atnnm over "the law of the territerial legislature of February
1850, locsting the seat of govermment at Sslem, is beglmning to excite
Gorsiderable interest. This is as it should be; and so far es public
Sentiment is concerned, all will admit that a proper understending of
$he question, usbiesed by clouds of local interest, or personal fastion
48 highly important. ... Nembers of the legislsture cun neither individ-
mally nor collectively furaish the legal evidence of the constitutions
~ality or the unconstitutionality of the law Dy assembling at this or
thtphu." Deady appoaled to ome and all to withhold judgment om

he location act, for the Suprems Court could be the only body eapable
A deciding upon the legality of the act. 41l would bs well and good if
E body were to act in accordance vith its ordained duty, as it vas

created for the purpose™ under the suthority of the "Gonstitution of the
 United States through Comgress by the force of the orgemic law of Mucust
 14th 1048".% Sush vas not the case, hovever, for "a majority of the
 district judges, constituting, when assembled im pursuance of law, a
 majority of the supreme court, in amticipation of what the juigment of

oregontan, 13 Decomber 1851,

Zpeady to Msh, Addressed to the Qregon Statesmen and signed
" Lafayette”, dated September 1851. Desady admits his authorship in a

letter to Bush 8 Ogtober 1851, U, of O.
T




court will be, intend to disregsrd the statute and mest at Oregon
ty instesd of Salem.*!

With the responsibility resting upon the justices of the supreme
*m. it is imteresting to turn to the decisions remdsred by them as
*, decided the case. Deady's account appears to be quite accurate, for
*. two Whig Jjustices weat to Orogon City and ruled on the legality of

law. Their opinions were reported in the Oregonias in a feature
.'I. icle., Chief Justice Thomas Nelson and Justice William Strong each
5!104 that the location act was void becsuse it violated section six of
Orgenic scty "It is ny opinion', said Stromg, "that Oregen City is =
time the logal seat of govermment, and the only place where the
eme court can legslly convens, ..."

Deady in s lebter to Bush® tells of talking to Justice Pratt, the
Democrat on the supreme court and the courtls third memler, sbout

a0t and evidently Pratt decided te ge along with the Clique, for he
his decision to the assembly at Salem and spared no condemmatory

on his brother justices. O(arey mtes that those memlers of the
lature which met at Salem "were encouraged by the opinion of Judge
. O Pratt, one of the supreme juiges, who appeared before the legislae

11b13., Deady further castigates these justices for actions "ia
ticipation of and prior to the decigsion" of the court,

2@xocutive Document $104, 324 Congress, lst Session.
5 eady to Bush, & Octoter 1851, U. of O,




tare and resd a long and carefully prepared address, criticising his
associates on the supreme bench, and arguing in favor of the legality of
the enactment."l The split amng the justices "emphasized the partisan
nsture of the contest"® and served motice to all that mothing was yet
settled in this controversy.

A corregpondent of the day recorded having been contscted by Chief
Justice Nelson regarding what public opinion was with respect to the
action of the legislative sssembly, The corresponient noted: "The Chief
Justice might ha e sided with Judge Pratt and the people without doing
mach violense to law ... but he did not know the temper of the masses.®
After talking to men frem all over Yamhill, Folk, Linn, Lane, and Benton
counties the correspondent informed Nelson that they all favored the
legislatare snd consequently supported Judge Pratt.® Nelson had stood by
the Vhigs and the other federal appointees and thereby forfeited his
opportunity for political advancement in Oregon.

Bventuslly, this state of affairs took the aspects of a farce, ale
though the participants were deadly serious and the stakes in the game
were high. Gevermor Gaines, obdurate ia his stand, had appsaled to the
United States Attormey Gemeral for a ruling on the legality of the act,
but was rewarded vith a deft svoldamce of the prime issue at etake, so

2yooaward, gp. git.s p. 46.

3oontidential source, Diary of a Clique member, entry for 3 Jamary
1852, U. of 0.




the Govermor, the other Federal appointees, and the majority of the supe
reme court Jjustices contimued to regard Oregon Gty as the Capital,
whereas the legislators convened at Salem as the proper Capital,

The Whig faction, supported by Dryer, held to Oregen City, but
Joseph Lane, delegate to Comgress, was undermining their position W
requesting Oomgrescional confirmation of the location scte

The legislature in Salem was also active to obtain Congressional
approbation of the f£ait socowpli aud a resolution was offered by Deady
in the council that "in view of the action of Nelson and Strong, & nemor-
421 be sent to congresz on the nh:nt'.l "the memorisl passzed the assem-
bly almost by ssclamation, three members only voting against it",” and
was forwarded to Lane to present to Congress., Iane scted on it md
wrote in angwer to a letter from Bush: ... In regard te the location of
the seat of government and the proceedings of the Legislative Assenbdly
at Salem, I will also state that some time since, I introduced & Joint
Resolution spproving and confirming the act of the issembly locating the
Seat of Government at Salem and also approving the proceedings of the
Legislative Assembly at Salem. This Joint Resolution will, I have no
doubt, pess and will, I hope, settle public opinion so far as the locae
tion of the Seat of Gov't. and the lawfulness of the proceedings of the

L3anerost, ops git.s p. 163,

’M. Pe 165. ‘The Memorislists requested & retwrn to the privie
leges they enjoyed under the Provisiomal Government, i.e., self-zovern.
ment vith the right to elect all of their own officer. Yox Populi, 18
Decembor 1851,



essewbly at thelr late session at Salem are concerned. "

The Whige aimed & good deal of their abtack at Busk, since he,
through the Slatesman, served as a policy-maker aad leader of the Demoe
erats. They recognised the position he held in the hierarchy of the
Pemoeratic party vhich vas in the throes of formulation at this time,
and Dryer attecked him in s sesthing cditorial eutitled "The Seat of
Government Question igain®. "The *Hullifiers' assembled at Salem, as a
legislative body, are still endeavoring by the aid of sophistry sad dece
eption, to hoodwink the honest yeomeary of the country imto the belief
that the officers of the Government are desirous of irempling upon the
rights of the people, The Statesuan has lent all the ald that falsehood,
deception snd chicanery could remjer, to plage this one idea in a cone
spicwous plsce before the people. ... The editor came here as & hireling,
mortoaged and sold 0 a party of menm who go im for the ‘spoils', regard-
less of consequences, His selection has proven a judicious one for such
& purpose, His efforts have been to traduce and vilify and slander
every-body but his pasters.*?

As previously mentioned, Thurston was a Democrat, and yet he, ostens-
ibly, had represented Oregon @s & nonepartisan in the Congress of the
United States, Irrespective of his cutward actions, he secretly approved
of the establishment of a Demosratic party in the territory amd wrote to

lynsignea letter dsted 21 March 1852, sddressod to i Busk, from
Washington City; it appears to be from Lane by a comparison of the hand.
writing with signed letters. The author calls himself a Representative of
the people of Oregon. U. of O,

20rogonian, 20 December 1851,
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Push, %, .. If during the next two yesars, we can get the party under drill
in several counties, it will be a very auwspicious time to make the grand
rally at the commencement of the mext administration [referring to
1881, %2

Thurston's plan was put into effect immediately after the territor.
1al slection of 1861, wherein Lane wes elected Delegate to Congress,
ostensibly as a mon-partisan, by Bush issuing a call in the $tatesman
for the holding of a "democratic convention to be held July 4th at Salem
for the purpose of effecting & permanent organisation of the party in
Marion county."® Now that the ph- was brought into the opem, sctive
agitation was begm to create a party vhose machinations would bring
statehood to Oregon and theredby guarsatee that the people might elect
their ovn governmental affiecers.” lLane, sensing the trend in Washingtoes,
now felt himself able to openly declare for the Democrats and wrote Bush,
pertinent to the formation of a Democratic organization in Oregon:
*... a8 to the Organization of the Demooratic party in Oregon. I am ia
favor of such an organization, Party is dut another term for principles =
an orgeniszation, the more efficiently to ast together for the dissemin.
ation of and success of certain defined principles,”*

15, B Thurston to Bush, 3 September 1650 (Confidential) as quoted
in Jenette Elizabeth Roberts,
and Banker, umpublished Master's Thesis, U. of Oy » PP 17-18.

?Statesmen, 13 June 1851,
Sstatesmen, 13 June and 15 July 1861,
41ame to Bush, 21 March 1852, U. of O.
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The work of organizing the party was begun and & Cemtral Democratic
Comnittee ves eroated to which several of those men, who were later to be
collectively called the "Selem Glique", vere slected.) Mow, as if to
further stimulate party orgenization, Asahel Bush gradually began to draw
attention to the location of the Capital question in the Statosman and
suscoedsd in bringing down upon himeolf the wrath of the Whige as porson-
ified in Dryer's Qregonian,

In the columns of the Statessan, Bush often repeated that: "There
is mothing surer then that the Legislative ssembly is in session at
Selem, notvithstanding the band of whig office holders who proclaim that
they must meet elsewhore," In this manner he kept the Whigs irritated
and yet he as often counseled caution with respect to the location act
and both publicelly and privately declared that the United States Supreme
Oourt would be ths body to settle the dispute. This alternately radical
md conservative epprosch was designed so that "Cspital for the future
¢an be made against the Governmor, Hollbrook, and all concerned in the
affair.™ Bush was sincere in his desire to ses the courts settle the

Igsemith to Deadys 6 February 1862, 0,HS, , Woodward interprets this
letter to moan that Nesmith was chaivman of the Central Committee. The
letter reads in part, "I found your letter of Jammusry 25th informing me
of my appointment 2s one of the members of the Cemiral Democratic Commite
tee. I had received a previous intimation of this appointment on going
unhn:mkulrend it fully confirned on seeing Bush and other
friends,

2Statesman, 16 Desember, 1851,

3Bash to Deady, 5 Mgust 1851, O,H.S, imory Hollbrook was the Ter-
ritorial District Attornmey and Bash felt he controlled the Federal Cliqus,



logality of Salem as Territorial Capitsl, but remarked that "I care as
mach about folling Eollbrook in this matter &8 I do Gaines, and even
pore, for I think he is more damgerous.”’ Bush was perfectly willing
that legal means be used to determive the status of the so.called
0mnibos Bil1" but he was not sbove escepting anm essy vietory should one
become availabdle, amd he did actively work through his position as leader
of the Cligue to throw every pessible legislative obstacle in the paths
of the federally-sprointed officials,

Dryer editorialized: "The vice.president of ths 'assceiation of
gentlenen' =» propristor snd principal editor of the late 'Vox Populi' ee
ought to have a medal mmmufectured out of ghumic's eyes, for his services
in Orogen®?

It would be worth digressing a bit to remerk on ths Yox Populd,®
which made its complete appsaramce in four issues during the 1851.1852
mooting of the Territorial legislature in Salem. It appears that Bush, -
Pratt, and Deady were its prime contributors and operators although none
of these men ever aimitted to the charge.

The Yox deveted its pages almost exclusively to the villification
of the Whig appointed federal officials in gemeral ran a parallel course
to that set by the Statesman. The first issus informed its resders, in

lpush to Deady, 19 Angast 1851, "Confidential", O,H.S.

2gregonian, 14 Febroary, 1852,

3 opiss of Jox Fopuld are to ls seen st the Oregon Historical Seciety
vhere all save the second issue are svailadle, See also Twrnbull, 9p.
eit., for technical information on its malkeup,
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a fine radical tome, that "Those Judges, who have assembled at Oregon
Gity, have fulminated egainst us and our acts —- paper decrees, charac-
terizing us as revolutionists, and disorganigers, We .,. feel assured of
one thing, that if the difficulties and emdarrasments, vhich at prosent
gsurround us, ever do reach the extreme, that they have intimated we now
occupy =~ fhat s revolution, -~ the people of this Territery will be
found on the one side, and they on the other.** The mesting st Oregom
Oity by Judges Helson and Strong was referred to as a "Judicisl Coroners
Inguest® and coutimued publication was pronised because the "Executive
and Judiciary arrayed sgainst the popular will .. justifies the eristomce
of an orgsn, through which that vill may be expressed and kmown."?

Yox Fopuli was also an ardent sgitator for statehood (as was the
Statesnan at this time) on the grounds that 4% would surely cost less to
support euch a govermment than the federal officers who engaged in "mie-
applying® funds.® It vas the fond hope of the Selem Cligue that states
hood might be reached in order that they could control the executive amd
judiciary as well as the legislative bramch of the govermment. The
Vhigs were raked over the coals in gemeral amd Covernor Gaines in partic-
ular was made the odject of many phrases such as the following with vhich
the fourth and last issue saluted hims

Ufox Poguli, 16 December 1861

mig.

'na. 9 January 1851,
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A Boman emperor, once it is sald

Of his favorite horse a Senator madej
But & wonder far greater has nov come
to pass,

We've made & grave e--- out ¢f an Ms.t

Tollowing the December, 1851, sassion of the Territorial Legislature,
in which as ve have mentionsed, the Whig minority of five members met at
Oregon City while the rest met at Salem, President Fillmore was informed
of the gituation through the Tressury Department and the Abtormey General,
J.J. Orittenden, was colled uwpon for as opinion. This opinion said, in
part, after first reviewing the entire situation and having investigated
#ll of the acts and docwmonts pertinent to the situation “the act is too
explicit to leave room for comsiruction” and sny funds to be expended for
the erecticn of buildings on & site chosen for the seat of govermment

is {0 be applied 'by the governor or Legislative issesbly, st

such place as may select for the erection of a penitene

tiaxy®s By the fores of this langusge the governor must have

e¢oncurrent and equal pover with the Jssembly not only in the
application of this money to the erection of the necessary
duildings, but in the selestion of the place where they are

to be erected cee o

My opinion, therefore, of the act in gquestion is, that

it is mall and void in ell its parts, and consequently can

clnuhrlnluuyto snything done under color of its

suthority.

Regardless of the Attorney Genmsral's opinion, the opinions of
the territorial officials and the majority decisiom of the Oregon

Supreme Court, the legislative assembly contimmed to sit at Salem,

1&“- 16 Jampary 1852,

25recutive Document 104, 324 Comgress, lst Session, article #2,
Ppe B=7. The letter is dated 23 4pril 1851,
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whereas “that portion of the members of the Assembly vhich met here
[oreson c1ty] adjourned today gime dle, without havimg formed a quorus
of either branch, upon information that the body now in session at Salem
intend to remsin there and to go on to enset lavstd

The Secretary of Oregon, E. Hamilten, reported to the Tederal Govern.
ment that the legislature at Salem "olaim that the orgemic law of the
ferritery, imposing the mode or mamner of enacting laws is merely direce
fory, sad that the Assesbly and mot the court is competent to determine
its infrection; that the Assembly is only responsible to the constitusency
*r its violetion, ote., ote."?

48 the election drew near in 1853, Bush chose to let many Whig
challenges go unanswered and seriously counselled Democrats who were run.
aing for territorial offices on the proper things to say. Ee advised
Deady and Nesmith: "In thet address of Wesmith's I would be eareful not
to smoke the location guestion, but simply the support of the laws and
.’mlithn to federal usurpation. JMud I would declars gemerally on the
014 issuss in the States. ... I vould hate to see that simple gquestien
é! location mede an issue, snd I would hate to seec our platform narroved
é—-umu lesuss of say or all kinds.*® Thus Bush preferred argn-
%ﬂl that had age-old appeal to constituents rather than to run the risk
losing party organiszstion and control by harping on the location issue

: 13 Hamilton to B. Whittlesey, 17 December 1851, Executive Docwment
104, pp. 8-9.

*pig.
35ush to Deady, 25 Februery 1853, C.H.S.




which had economic implications for too many voters. Bash also wrote

f Lane that Congressional ratification of the laws enacted by the Salem
Legislative Msembly was vital for it was a party issue in Oregon, and
that Lane had best obtain support from the Demoerats in Congress fory

. #1 had rather it would be made & party contest in Washington and then .

—

~ the spesches made on the gquestion will do us good here, "

l' Bush vorked hard mow to soft-pedal the statehood ery, for he was

~ gertain that Plerce would be elected and that relief would be forthcoms
: ing. Them, too, he expressed the doubt that the party was strong enough
yot to stand such a test.?

Demo cratic spirits were raised on high with the news that Lame had
obtained & joint resolution from Comgress on 4 May 1852, which ignored
the rulings of the United States Attorney (emeral and ths Oregom Supreme
Court and others of the "Federal Clique” Uy ratifying end approving the
act of the legislature of the Oregon Territory by declaring the laws
adopted by the Salem Assembly to be "in conformity with the provisions
of the aet" and "to have been held in conformity to the provisioms of
Lo, *®

Lane advised Bush of the Congressional action "sprroving the loca-
tion of the seat of Govermment at Sslem, and the acts of the late assem.

bly at that place, vhich will I hope give gemeral satisfaction; amd

i
2psh to Deady, "Gonfidential®, 3 September and 6 October 1862, 0,H,S,
3tarey, Blstory of Oresen, sp.git, Vol. II, p. 501
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further, I hope will induce as it requires, the Govermmont officers to
locate in Salem, which place 1s and has been the lezal and proper for
them, ever since the pessage of the act of the Assembly, locating the
"1 Bush 4n turn, gleefully ammounced this sction
to all of his roaders in general and to the Whigs and Dryer in particular

seat of the Government.

in the following manner:

'Supreme

The ‘Supreme Court' is 'lnp tor' ni. kilt; or as
ocur classical 'brother Dryer' would say, in the !jargon of the
country', kockshut, msmloosed, halol It was a feeble, rickety
concern to begin with, and the rough ussge it received from the
legislative assembly and the people mearly kmocked the breath
of life from it, and finally Congress gave 1t the finishing
kick, and it vas no more forever. Ho one apresred to adminis.
ter consolation in the agonies of dsath. Not & voice was raised,
not a vote was given to succor and to save. Out of the three
hundred members of (ongress, more than oneethird of them
¥higs, not one was found to do it reverence, [Its condemnation
was deereed, every voice amswering aye! and it passed to the
tomd ‘unknelled, unhonered and unsurg'. It is & melancholy
reflection, and we banish it, while grief yet leaves cur uttere
ance unchoked, and tears our eyes undimmed, Perhaps before
leaving the subject we had better advertise for a few bottles
of lavender water in which to preserve a copy of its 'decis.
ions!, and the record of its msver-to-be.forgotten session.?

thile the Democratic party accepted the Comgressional joint resolu-
tion as approbation of their previous activities, the ¥higs complained te
President Fillmore, who answered Hollbrook, the Territorial District
Attorneyt

I did not scrutinise the resolution when presented to me
for my approval, I supposed it was intended merely to legalige

1i.0me to Bush, 10 June 1852, U. of O.
*gtatosnan, 29 Jue 1853,




the proceedings of the lesglslative assembly at Salem, bdut not
to express opinion whether they were legal or illegal under
the Organie Law. On this point the Mtorney Gemerzl had given
his opinion in which I fully concurred them and do now, end the
very fact that this joint resolution wes passed was evidence,
at least, that these proceedings were not comsidered es welld
without being ratified by Comgress. There may have besn some
artful design ia the wording of the resolution, intemding te
give it a local effect in Oregem, of which I was vholly unsware.
1 regret, however, that anything should have transpired that
shiuld have led any ons to suppose for a moment that I had
changed my opinion in referemee to the true comstruction of
the erganic law,

The Qregonian, as spokesman for the Whigs, the Federal Cligue
[¥hich demoted the federaliy-appoinmted efficers], and those disaffected
Democrats which became known as "softs" or "Hational Democrats® to
differentiste themselves from the "hards" or the Salem Cligque or "Durhame
ites¥ -~ sll three of the latter names referring to Bush, Pratt, Wesmith,
Deady, ot gl in this period, csustically demounced the Salem growp in an
editorial vhich was specifically written for the campaign of 1852, but
which is applicable to the entire situstion preceeding the removal of
Governor Qaines. It follows, in part:

"0regon as it Is -~ the Durham Platform etc. The people

of Oregon are told that they MUST organigze themselves inte

politieal parties, and the democrats therein are modestly

reminded that unless they obey this order from the assoels-

tion of demagoguss -~ promulging [sie] through the

their new-fangled notioms, about politics, rel moral-

ity = they will most certainly be comsigned to oblivion, never

to rise again in this territery. ...
The Durham democrats have organized though, on the follow=-

Lgavey, Vol. I, p. 602, quoting Mss. in Oregon Historieal Soctety.
Letter dated 26 July 1852.

3&1.1'\!“ at this time asgcusing Bush and Pratt of conspiring to set
up & Mormon State im Oregom complete with polygomy.
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platform:
1. That O. C. Pratt is am honest man. ...
2, That Selem is the seat of govermment of this terri.

tory and not Oregon City. ...

3, That John P. Gaines is & coward, and incapsble of
performing the duties of Governmor of this territory. ...

there never vas, in the history of the United States, or any

one of them, a party of men banded together with less principle,

with less of everything that makes men homored or honorable

than this same Durham democratic party of Oregon Territery.

With Franklin Plerce selected by the mational elestion of 1852 for
the Presidency, most of the Durhamite agitation for statehood, and exe
treme partisan domination over the Whigs, was tempered. The Whigs,
too late, saw the benefits reaped by Democratic organisation being
gathered by the "hards" who controlled the legislature and who would
soon control the executive. Judge Nelson resigned® and to imsure theis
control over Torritorial appointments, the firet Democratic Territerial
Convention was called to secure the delegateship amd "to recommend to the
executive of the United States suitable persons to fill the various fede
eral offices in this torruory." This was, moreover, fairly assured in
viow of the fact thet Lane vas a personal friend of Plerce, for they had
served together ia the Army, and the advantage was all with the "hards”.

Trus to expectations, Plerce appointed all save one official from
esmong Orezem inhabitants, aand Bush took care to point out "the Differ.

ence” between the previouns and the present aiministrations, remarking

lorsgontan, 27 Narch 1853.

23ush to Deady said: "Nelson has resigned. He is the worst beaten
man you ever saw., Now write to old Joe and endeavor to prevent a confirs.
ation of a successor by the Semate until the 4 tiec asdministration
comes into power, and thus ve shall get the judieiary.' O0.H.S.

Sm’ 22 Jamuary 1863.
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that the only comsolation which the ¥higs might receive was in the faile

_ure of the Senate to ratify the sppointwent of Judge Pratt as chief jus-
tice of the Oregon Supreme Court. On the other hand, local men vould now

‘peceive the salaries which had been "gobbled up by & set of foreign mer-

_genaries md taken out of the aountry.'z

; Genersl lLane was appointed Govermor to replace Gaines, dut very
shortly resigned to return to Washington $0 contimues as Territorial Dele
lugm, and George L. Curry was elevated from his position as Seeretary to
'ﬂn Governor's chair,

The Salem Clique eatered the fisld in the spring of 1853 with a sure
heart and met with spproval at the hands of their listenmers as they
stumped the Territory. A8 in the past, Asahel Bush preferred to remain
at his editor's desk and to direct the campaign from this strategic posie
tion, for from here he could bring the powerful columms of the Statesman

%o bear on any target.

Deady reported from a stumping tour that: "I find public sentiment
very fair ... snd have the gratification to feel that I have made many
friends this vinter who had heretofore been estranged on the seat of gove
erament question. A great many young men who are whigs ssy publieally

 that they will vote for me for delegate against any other man."? Ia
ensver, Bush promised to personally attend the convention and to do his
best to see that Deady got the Delegateship if he really wanmted it; hove

‘m 22 Jamuary 1853,
2Deady to Bush, 10 Februsry 1853, U. of O.
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ever, Bush advised against such action amd sugsested thet Deady vithdrar
from the race, FPratt comcurred in this advice and Bush informed Deady
that he would be appointed one of the United States Judges, ise and

Ohlney being selected to ts the other two.l

All of the reports to Bush were mot so pleasant, however. 3. ¥,
Harding reported from Salem that 2 group of "softs" had stolen a mavch
at the county &mﬂonhl.ﬂollﬂ'hdmw the better of us
21l the way through. They had been at work a month vhile our side had
beon idle ... « The democracy of Marion will rise up yet before the first
Monday in June. ... B9 assured that Marion will cast aside all such
trash [ihe boltsrs] befors June. Mo mmst 2o %o work I mesm we the Deme-
grats of this Qounty. Nov may 60d help me., I am going to work and shall
not cease watil the self stiled [lh] Demoeracy of Marion ave regenerated
or wntill ths democratic party of the County 1is purged from such shallow
filthy erestures ..."?

Thos the politically profitable jobs were passed out and dissenters
were purged from the party. Sach tactics paid big dividends, for although
the Orogonisn scathingly demounced Lene for having deceived the populace
in the preceeding election by pesing as nln-pruum' the Democrats
swept the fisld, gaining the Delogate's seat, all the seats in the

lnash to Deady, 4 April 1863, O.E8.
25, 7. Barding to Bush, 5 Ayril 1853, U. of O,
30regonian, 12 March 1853, See also issues of 26 Narch and 14 Nay

.



Council or upper chember, and all save four of the seats in the lower
house. Woodward sives the credit for this Demoeratic victory to Aschel
Bush and feels that this election was the establishment of "his dictator-
ship in Oregon®.) At any rate the slection increased Bush's purse by
five hundred dollars for he had vagsred that sum on Isne's plurality,?
and the money wes soon to M put to good use for we find the shy note
among the papers of his wife, reading in its entirety: “July 14, 1853,
fngaged myself to Mr. Bush’

Just prior to his engagement to Miss Bugenia Ziebor, Bush moved his
priating plant to Salom "for business and politicsl reasons®.® Mie
action brought forth from his fiance the plaintive query: "What did you
move to Salem for?*®

lyoodward, gp- git., ». 5%.

Z30sh to Deady, 20 Nay 185¢, 0 H.3.

®Sagenis Zieber Papers, Archives.

43ush to Deady, 18 June 1853, O,ES,

Spagenia Zisber Papers, 15 ingust 1853, Archives.
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CHAPTER IV

INTERNAL DISRUPTION WITHIN THS DENOCRACY
AND ANTI DENOCRATIC ORGANIZATIONS

The Democracy was content for the time. Organizstion, shrewd lead-
orship and the cawse of demoeracy loudly proclaised inm the colusms of the
Statesman and led by the vell-liked Jo Leme had sccomplished their greate
est triumph in the June elections of 1853,

Before the yesr was out, however, a very distressing and still inex.
plicadle event caused distress and mortification to the Democracy in gen-
eral md to the Salem CGlique in particular, This was the replacement of
Matthew P. Dsady as sm Associate Justice, ostensibly because his commise
sion vas made out in the name of NMordecal P. Deady. This, when coupled
with the failurs of Juige O. C. Pratt to be confirmed by the U. S. Semate
as Territorial Chief Justice,’ gave heart to the opposition,

The cligue let their Washington Delegate know that things were far
from right and indeed the Territory was upset, for Deady was mot only
vory competent but very popular. Wesmith wrote Lane that the replacenent
for Deady, O. B, MoFaddem, "is loafing sbout town here in place of going
out south to hold the fall terms of the court as he should do. He is
quite a yet among the Whigs, and appears shy of the Durhams. The people

Mgooaward, op. gitss Semator Douglas defeated Pratt's confirmation
on personal grounds, p. 55.
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south are raieing the Devil about Deady's removal & the meglect of his
successor to hold the courts. Me¥adden looks as sage as an owl, while
Push is beginning to stir him up with & long pole. That removal of Deady
wag a most damnsble outrage, not only on him but on the party here, ani
your friends all look to you to see the matter rectified.*

Pash was in correspondence with Deady over the matter, also, and a
petition vas circulated among all the influential Democrats demanding the
restoration of Deady to the judgeship.?

NeFadden's life was gemerally made misersble iy repeated articles
and editorials in the pages of the §tatesmun condemming him for derelic.
tion of duty snd for undercutting & fellow Democrat. Meantime Bush wene
tioned the possibility of getting amother judgeship for Deady vhich was
refused. Deady, hovever, told Bush in confidence that "I am becoming mere
and more convinced that Lame has been cognisant of the treatment that I
have received at the hands of the administration from the Wunder in the
nase to the removal, that he has procured it to be done, or passively
assented $o0 it, and will continue so to do unless he sees such decided
nmmifestations of feeling upon the part of the Democracy of this Terri-
tory as to induce him to thiak it wise for his own interests to act other-
wise. ... although this is conjecture, of one thing I am certain, that
the election of Lsme under the circumstances last sumrmer was a misfortune
to the party from which it will not soon recover. ... before his depart.

lgeenith to Lame, 22 Novemlsr 1853, O,H,S,
2psady to Bush, 4 November 1858, U. of 0.




ure for Washington he done more to strengthen the hands of the Softs and
the Whigs than anything that has happened since they have had & name.%d

This assertion was substantiated bty & report from Portland, the Whig
camp vhich warned: "The coalition of the 'softs! and 'Bacarnscionists!
grows stronger and daily assumes & more threatening appearance, not that
any foars may be entertained for their success, provided our friends are
on the alert, aad keep themselves always posted wp in regard to their
movements. 4s I have said before they hawe gathered stremgth anev from
the removal of Deady, amd the ill success of Pratt &¢, &c, and they have
tried and susceded womewhat in making capital out of the slow )irouu- of
the Public Buildings, particularly the Pemitentiary,*2

The pressure of the Clique through letters, petitions and the news.
paper articles brought sbout the reinstatement of Deady in March of 1854
and MeFadden was sent to the Washingten Perritery.”

That Lene deliberately cut Deady out and them, upon secing the
furor his actions caused, had him restored has mever been proved; but

this setion, when added to other unfavoradle doings by Lane, brought forth ™

a definite split between Lane and the (Olique in 1859, eertainly Bush,
Nesmith, and Deady thought the action vas deliberate.

As memtioned previcusly, the Waigs made politicsl capital of the
Democrats! discomfort and began the orgamization of & party that could e
disciplined. They tried to throw in their lot with a newly developed

lpesdy to Bash, 27 November 1853, U. of Os

Zgveenville D. B Boyd to Bush, 4 Novemdsr 1853, U, of O. DBoyd was
"Eeepsr of the Convicts" and a "hard" Democrat.

‘m 28 March 1854.
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group vhich ¢ut across party lines, the Oregon Territory Tempsrance
Association vhich was a product of the femous Maine prohibitery liguor
lav of 1851. Temperance meetings had deen held in (regen as early as
May 1852" and by the fall of 1855 they had gained many advocates.

The Whigs attempted to work through this temperance group inm recruit-
ing dlssident Democrats and with some success.? Bush ridiculed the Whig
efforts. "The Sewer men (Dryer] is in favor of orgenising the Whig
party. Greeley of the New York Tribume says that the Vhig party is dead
in the states. But like all animals of the reptile order, it dies in the
extremitios lasty aad him of the Sewer is the last sgoniziag kmot of the
tatl. "

General Waig organisation followed rapidly onm the heels of the
Qregonigals eall of 11 March 1854 and it generally opposed the States-
nan's oft.repsated eall for a statehood comveation on the grounds that
statebood meant an umbsarsble finsncial burdes® and Dryer accused the
Democrats of desiring to obtain even more offices should statehood be
eranted.®

A degree of truth is presest in the charges of the Opszonism for it

I3tatessan, 18 May 1862

3 18 June 1853. The call for Whig orgamization was made
in the t issue following the election of 1853.

¥statesnan, 4 July 1853,

Yorezontan, 1 fpril 1854,

S1b1d., 16 April 1854.
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was gemeral dissatisfaction vith President Pierce's Territorial sppoint.
ments that yrompted Bush to renew the campaign for s statehood convention
to be held in June of 1854, Govermor Curry had beem replaged in December
by John W. Davis of Indians, & Democrat, bubt em imported one, and then,
when coupled with the other insults to the Cligue, i.e., the removal of
Deady and the non-confirmation of Pratt, led to insistence on a course
which would guarantee their personal supremacy.t

Bush planned, in December of 1853, to take a trip to the east coast
to purchase a nev printing press, and Lafayette Grover, a clique member
and the lew partmer of B, ¥, Harding, amother member of the cligue, was
left in charge of the paper.?

Bush coumselled Deady: “A damm sight depends upon getting the
right men pominated in the several counties [for the next logislaturs]
80 stir yourself whils I am gone.%®

The paper ran well under the editorial guidance of Grover although
some of the verve is lacking im its editorials for the eight months Bush
remained in the east. Hugenmia Zieder wrote her fiance that her sister,
Occn, "is very desirecus you should return and take charge of your paper.
She dom't like Mr. Grover st all.”

Lotatosman, 21 Mebruary 1854, 7 March 1864, 14 March 1864,
23 to Deady, 2¢ Decenmlsr 1853, O.I.S.

*pig.

“Bugenia Tash to sshel Bush, 11 June 1854, irchives.
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In order to combat the threatening Whigs the Statesman mow earried
on an wnending attack azainst "lsma® of all kinds, "Maine.law.ism,"
“Free soileism,® %now Nothing-ism,” snd "Whigism". The Maine liquer
lev was opposed "morrally amd politically”, while Democratic nominees
and statehood were just as constamtly touted.’ Bush from his vantage
point in the nation's capital reported that "Gemsral Leane has introduced
a bill mvuhg for the organization of a State govermment in Oregon,
and paying the expenses of such orgamization.” IEmcouragingly he added,
"It will, doubtless, pass."®

Oonditions in New York state were brought to the Territorial
woter's sttention by Bush who reported that the New York govermor had
vetoed a Maine law as pnoonstitutional® and ammnition for the campaign
was found in the attempts of the Whigs to pick up votes by coalescing
with Maine law men in thres major counties.®

The statehood convention plan vas defeated, but the Demoerats were

vietorious in gaining most of the offices in the Territory. However, a
definite loss of strength was noticeable in Marion and Bemton counties
and in many southern eounties the ery for separation from the northera
counties was heard,S but this whig plan lacked strength smd failed in

1560 1ssues of the 11 spril 1854, 25 April 1854, 2 Ney
1854, 9 ¥ay 185¢, 16 May 1364, 25 Nay 1854,

2spatesman, 6 June 1854,

3gtatosman, 23 Mey 1854,

4Ib44. The counties were Mariom, Yeshill, and Folk, all Democratis
strongholds; Bush vas from Marion, Deady from Yeshill, sxd Nesmith from
Polk.

m 20 June 1854, Before the final results of the election
were kn d in favor of "4 State Convention in 1866.%
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Wow, as if it was & blacksmiths fire in which the stesl of the
Cligue was to be tempered, & mew and ominous party arose in Oregonm, sbout
as rapidly as it did elsewhere, to threaten the very 1life of the Clique.
Bush foucht 4t as hard as ho had ever fought any yolitical force, and
succeeded in briming it to its kmees, just ss he did anything or anyone
who stood in his vay during the dogen or so years that he ruled the Oregen
Democracy. This hated and feared creation found its basis in the warped
hatreds and political opportunism of the Whigs in Oregon as well ss olse-
where; although it gained Democratic adherents (only briefly in Oregon) in
many places. It vas known alternately as the Supreme Order of the Star
Spangled Bammer, the Native imericsns, and the EnoweFothings.

Busentially an off shoot of anti-Catholieism in Americs?® the Enow-
Fothings exhidited little amti.Catholicism in their Oregon activities, as

they did in many reglons where it was politically inexpedient to do so.
fheir rituals and oaths in Oregon, have mothing to say sbout Catholicism,
and only proscribe foreigners®, Bush reported as part of his expose of

their activities.®

IStatesman, 29 Mgust 1854

2my Nlen Billington, Ine Protestent Orusede 16001080, Few Tork,
Maemillan (0., 1938, Chap. XV. This work is an excellenmt investigation
4nto the intricacies of amti.Popery and the KEmow.Nothing movement throughe
out the states. It is weak to the point of useless in an investization of

their activities in the Territories.
3statosman, 2 Jamusry 1865



Bush was alert to their activities in the states, and as early as
July, 1854, he wrote from the sast to the Ftatssmem that Emow-Nothing
groups were springing up in various eastern citles. His report was
condemnatory of them,’ Hvidentally he foresaw for Oregen a similar cre.
ation to the alliance of Whig and KnoweNothings =8 in Philadelphia in the
swamer of 1854, gor in smother letter to his newspaper he vehemently de-
rounced this cozlition.? Such proved to be the case and the worst fears
of Bush were realized, for Enov.Nothing.ism caught on like wilifire in
Oregon. Its secrecy and elaborate ritual, plus its success in the
etates, made its ascceptance s sure thing in Oregon. It seecms to have
been embraced, largely, by people dissatisfled with the rule of the Salem
Cligue and this ineluded the various opposition parties; Whig, Maine law
or Temperance, Frec.soilers, and of course those soft Democrats who
recently began to cast their lot with the Wwhigs. Mere opposition did mot
particularly upset Bush, for he could always come to grips with the tange
ible features of its makeup. EKnoweNothingism, hovever, was completely
different, he could eccuse mo one nor could he combat its furtiveness.
Intangible and with near irresistibility, it threatened the existence of
the Clique; who could kmow if his next door meighbor or trusted frienmd
was a member]

In September of 185¢ Bush returned to Salem from his trip east and,
with seeming calm, reassurred his resders that although ism partiss and

‘pi4., 25 July 1856

210id., 8 Mmgust 1854,



Know-Nothings were in Oregon they would all burn out soon, leaving pursly
Demoeratic victories in 1855 and 1866.1 This was the attitude of Bush
as exposed to public viev, actually he was girdiang himself to do battle
with these groups and showed considerable alarm over the situation in his
private correspondence.

After some three months investigation, during which Whig papers
chided that we ;hn-m&lu' of any such party or movement,” Bush was
prepared to challenge the EmoweNothings. Rditorialiszing on the Supreme
Order of the Ster Spangled Bsnner, he asserted that be possessed a "full
end complete exposure of the whole organization” ineluding pssswords,
ritual, grip, and a list of members in Salem. Dush was pleossed to see
that most of the members were Whigs. Farther, he named some Salem mea
as KuoweNothings and promized further upmn.' The result vas elece
trifying, far more effective than the attack on Nativism dy Bush some
tvo yoars earlier® which excited little comsent.

The Qregonisn and gpectator sprang to the defense of the movement
as ing in the best traditions of our ancegtors and quoted Madison,

lm 5 September 1854.

2 3 mgust 1854 and others, Sosctster, 11 bogust 1054,
the Know- orgenization "geoms a volunteer police in aid of publie
mrality. [t recognizes no Federal division -- comtemds for mo politicel
system. It seems actuated alome by a determination to maintain the insti-
tations of the country, and to comwmit its offices to mone but citizens of
unimpeachable integrity."

‘m, 21 lovember 1854,
‘w 20 Merch 1852.



Jefferson, Calhoun, Webster, Clay, and othere, as warning against sliens

and foreign ncmau.‘

Actually it wes an excelleat opportunity to
eplit and perhaps smash the solidity of Clique rule. Ry and large, the
¥hig: benewolently accepted any organization which threatened the rule
and power of the (ligus.

Bgcause ot/th- nature of thelr organization it is impossible to know
how strong the movement bdecame in Oregonm, but Woodward quotes a personmal
conversation with an ex-member amd reports that "there were mumerous
KnowHothing wigwens throughout the Territory" by the end of 1854.2
DPelagon Smith after conversing with a selfeconfessed member of a Portland
wigwam informed Bush in the spring of 1855 that the Kmow-Nothings had
nearly all of the native born citizens of Multnomah County as membersy
that every man whe was aprointed to office in that county by the 1854
winter session of the legislature vas & Know-Nothing; and that before
the Juns election of 18556 they expected to have soms 5,000 mesbers in
the Perritory.®

Whatever their total strength in the Territory, they posed such a
threat to the rule by the Cligus that desperate measures had to be takem
in order to inmsure their gquick demise. Bush begenm to list any Whig

dgrectator, 11 %, 16 September, 23 Septesber, 10 Getober 1554,
contain many articles ving® that the foreign element is dangerous
end evile

Pwoodward, gps Sites Po 68,

Zgaith to Bush, 18 March 1855, Archives.
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camdidate mentioned in his paper as a "Whig-Know-Nothing" and used this
label on all who drew his wrath. Threatening letters were sent to Bush
and his life end his printing estsblishment were both threatemed if he
contimed in his course of exposing Kmow-Nothing secrets,’ but the
intrepid editer continued his attack on the movement because it was
intended "to proscribe men because of their birth plece".?

This anxiety on the part of Bush, over the movement was mot complete-
iy a fear of losing politieal power, for Asehel Bush always, as long as
he owned the peper, dewoted his columms to & defense of immigrants and
religious ereed., Bigotry and intolersmce alvays wers targets for his

-

venomous shafte.

Some Democrats alse joined the movemsnt and to these men Bush thune
m "Beware! There is mot & man of prominence or influence belonging
to this damming conspiracy in Oregon, whose cormeetion with it will not
be known in less than six nlth.'z Those Democrats that he kmew to be
menbers, he plainly sentenced to political obliviom, and it is reported
that George H. Willlams, armed, escorted Bush around town for a wesk or
more following the exposures of EKmow-Nothing members.®

15tatesnan, 28 Novembor 1854,

3-&“': the foreign vote was gained for the Democrats by the attack
on Enow-Fothings, Geo. L. Curry to Bush, 20 March 1855, U. of 0.

’m 12 December 1854.

4yooawerd, 9. git., p. 67, from a persomsl comversation with George
H. Willisme Woodward states: "Democrats were inelined to teke the impere
ious editor at his word. It was a vemturesome man in Oregon politics atb
this period who would dare the displeasure of Bush.”
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The exposures and threats did slow the incipient bBolt of smbitious
but proud Demccrats. Hovever, 80 long as KnoweNothings remeined, with
their cloak of secrecy, they were a threat to the Democracy and with this
fact before them the Clijue members in the legislature accomplished &
coup d'etat at the openming of the legislative Assembly in December of
1864, Delazon 4&uh vas intrusted with its mansgement and the famous
VTiva Voce Ballot law was passed over the viclent protests of the eight
opposition members present in the lower chamber.l Bush freely aimitted,
indeed, bossted, that the bill was intended 2 proscribe Mnow-Nothings
and bhe also called upon "the friends of Daylight Deeds" in the council
to pass the bill. This exhibition of pure ocbedience to suthority galled
even some Democrats and although the bill passed 5 to 3 in the couneil
some Democrets opposed it.?

That & storm of protest resulted from the asct is obvious from the
statements Bush felt called upon to make in the following weeks in its
defense. He defended the "recent act of the Assembly preseribing the
viva voce mode of voting in place of the ballot as the form long used
in the Southweastern States" and a form not &t all disagreesble to anyome
wvith a clear “mim‘.s The law provided that all ballots cast be
either cast orally in & loud clear voice to the elestion judge who would
duly record it -« or if cast in writing be read aloud to any assembled

13tatesman, 19 December 185¢.
2gregontan, 30 December 1854
Sstatesmen, 2 Jamuary 1854.
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listeners by the judge as it vas recorded,
Dryer opened up with a full scale attack and scvesmed: "Do these
political Ishmaslites suprose that free men are such craven cowards thst

they dere not wvote as they please for fear of those who ordained Delazon
Smith the high priest of the party to whom voters are held accountable
for the discharge of & blood-bought privilege!"} But Bush, content that
a weapen of mo small dimensions had been forged; ignored the rantings of
Dryer snd proceeded in his methodical expose of Know-Nothings., s
inquiries and his informant® gave him the glad news that the Soms of
Temperance were associated with the KmoweNothings, indeed used the same
meeting place, and this information emsbled him to demounce two of his
opponents in the seme breath, all of which tock up five complete columms
of one issue of his paper.®

Js the Democrats moved into the pre-election campaign of 18656 they
found themselves opposed ly the softs, the Whigs, the Know-Nothings, and
u.\ Pemporance groups, and movhere inm all this opposition could a clear
cut distinetion bde made, mor were they in complete agreement and associ-
ation., Thus, various counties put forth WVhig.EKnow.Nothing tickets or
Vhig-Temperance tickets or just Vhig or Maine law tickets and their very
lack of unity was to cost them the elegtion. Hard Cligue disecipline plus

loregonisn, 23 December 1854.

3!1:. informant may have been his printer, & man nsmed Becbej see
Voodward, 8B. mop Pe 67,

S3tatesman, 2 Jamaary 1855.



the powerful viva voce bellot took teo great a toll of wavering votsrs or
those who had not the coursge to declare their convictions before their
fellows snd the Democrats wers very successful.

In addition to this array of opponents the Democrats were informed
by Judge 0. C, Pratt that his hat was in the arens for the delegateship !
in opposition to Joseph Lane, the Olique's candidate. The stir this
raised in the ensmy camp can be imagined. Dryer was sure it spelled the
doom of Clique rule and the Demoeratic Standard, edited by Alonzo
Leland,’ backed Pratt against lane who was, of course, Supported by the °
Salem 0ligus and the Statesman. In the face of Whig jJibes, the Demow
ersts pursued a calm and cautious course at first. When they were cone
vinced of Pratt's Intentions they leveled all the inweetive at their
comnand to erush his insurgent bolt from the rule of the Oligue.

Fratt's chances in the campaign appeared to be quite good. Bush
wrote Deady: "I understand the original softs here [Oregon City] ave all
for Pratt" amd it appeared that Pratt had more friends around Portland

 and Milveukie than had Lass in the Desoeratic cireles,? This“mot too
surprising, however, when it 1s comsidered that Pratt maintained his rese
idence in Oregon Gity for meny years and had meny personal friemds in the
region.®

W printed in Fortland, was constantly
accused of ot by Push because it ram sm untrue line according
to the Demoorstic principles of Bush.

2gush to Deady, 21 Jamuary 1855, 0.H.S,
Sgugenia Zieber papers, lrchives,
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Pratt vas now characterized by the term "Little Moans”, an sppella-
tion he earned by complaining of his small income, but the energy he
exerted in the campaign vas by no meams little. He stumped most of the
counties and denmownced, publicly and privately, Bush, lane, Curry, Hard
ing, ete. "Pratt nmot only denoumces gll the officials at Salem, bdut ...
be bids them gefisnce! Be is evidently determined nmot only to Sriwmh
without them but in gpite of them ... that geme spirdt, ... is the spirit

of dictation of gebellion! It is that spirit of desperation vhich pre-
fors to 'rule in hell rather than serve in heaven!! If it csanot rule

1t will sesk to ruini"l Thus Delaszom Smith summarised the intemt of :
Pratt.
The Pratt split occasioned some humor among the members of the

Cligune, oncs they felt fairly sure he could do mo dsmage to the Democracy
aad Bush chided Deady for not supporting the Judge in view of the many s
moals Mrs. "Little Neans' had served him. Bush, hovever, noted that the
refusal of (liqus men to follow Pratt indicated to the public that Pratt ;
vas not the ome to call the turn.?

_ 4 the cempaign progressed the Whige made plens to replace Bush with

1pelazon Smith to Bush, 1 March 1855, U. of O.
23ush to Deady, 17 March 1885, O. H. S.



Leland as Territorial Printer and John P. Gaines wae chosen 88 their can. *
didste for mmo.l Bush, noting the formation of a Whig central come
nittee sccused four of its five members of being Know-Nothings,® and cone
tinuved in his pursuit of Know-Nothings throughout the Territery. He
ealled to public attention the fact that two members of Salem Wigwam Wo.
7 had recanted and withdrawn., With evident satisfaction he also noted
that both vere Democrats.®
Reports from the counties to Bush from his loyal friends foretold
general obedience to the demands of the Statesmag which insisted that
Lane be returned as Delegate. The Democratic Convention swept Leme in 3
and Pratt out, 53 to 6.% Bush, calmly sad without malice remsrked: "It
is finished ... Little Means has got justice. It appears that he 1s
slanchtored and permenently disgraced®.5 The defeat wae such a blov te
Pratt that he was actually teken 111 and forced to his bed.® This vas :
the end of the Durham leader, now there could mo longer be the slightest
doubt about the position of supremacy enjoyed by Bush.
Nov that Bash no longer needed to divide his attentions and invece
tive between the Whig.Xnow-Nothings and Pratt, he renewed, with a

1pash to Deady, 21 Juns 1855, O,H.S.
2gbatesman, 9 Janvary 1855,
B3tatosman, 16 Jenuary 1866.
4¥osmith to Deady, April 1856, 0,H.S.
SBush to Deady, 29 March 1855, 0,H.S.

6ush to Deady, 21 April 18585, 0,E.S. Pratt then left the territory
and settled in Czlifornia.




vengeance, his attacks upon the ¥hiz C:ndidate, Gemeral Gaines and the
Enow=Nothings.

Bush taunted the Salem Emow-Nothings for trying to smoke out his
informant and reported to his fascinated amdiemcer "They suspended one
who we imagine could mot be hired to furnish us reports, aad twenty who
cen be purchased for a hundred dollars.®l Mo further weaken this move-
ment he now h’yn to publish an expose of the Albany Kmow-Nothings as it
vas furnished to him by Delazon Smith. It was at this juncture that he
accused John P. Geines of having been yresident of Wigwam 7 and further
condomned him a8 a swindler, liar snd coward.? Vhem Dryer tried to stir
up trouvble between the Standard and the Statosman by reporting that
"Bush says Leland is a liar," Bash retorted that he had said no such
thing tut he "has said, and reiterates, that you are am haditual and
reclainless liar. ... You lie from nature and from habit ... and 1f you
@idn't lie you wouldn't be Dryer, asd your paper wouldn't be the Oregone
jen."® Turning his attention once more to Gaines, he mused that ihe
¥higs vere likely to surrender without trying, just as Galnes had done

1mumuw.
2statesman, 28 April, 5 Nay, 12 May, 19 May 1885,

33tatesnan, 27 March 1855,



in the Mexicsn war at mm».l Bush then went on %o quote a convere
sation with Gemeral Taylor about the conduct of Gainesy "When Taylor was
told that Gaines had surrendered his comuand at Encarnacion, he asked how
long they fought. There was no fighting was the reply. 'By God,! sald
Gen, Taylor, 'I would have fought = little anyhow)!¥® Privstely, Bush
opined: “The Enowelothings and Whigs pretend to be confident of elscting
old Gaines but I don't belisve they have much hope. The damed old fool
himself thinks he is going to be elected."®

Then, as if to add more troubie to the burden of responsibilities he
bore; Bush found it necessary, in view of an act by the 1854.1065 Legise
lature relocating the capital at Corvallis, to move his piaat to that
town. Hs liked it not one bit and bitterly complained to his friead
Deadyt "Coddamm this moving, it will break me up. /Mod this is a dams

mosn town to move to ... taken as a vhole it is the most 3ickyags

lin the campaign of 1862 Bush had ridiculsd Gaines on his war record
and returned to that tack in 1855, DBush reported the exploits of Gaines
as followst
Major Guines at the head of about one hundred men was sure
prised at a place calied Mmeamacion, by a small dody of
Mexican troops ... commanded by Gemeral Minon, a full blooded
negro, originally from Hayti, it is said. A surrender was
demanded and a consultation of the Americam officers was
holden... « They did surrender without firing a zun, to &
band of ‘greasers! headed by a negro. ﬁm%: March 1852,
Gaines, vhile governor, had accosted Bush, shortly or this wes
printed, with a cane ani attempted to thrash him, but Bush drew & pistol
from his elothing amd Gaines withdrev contenting himself "with the harm.
less amusement of flourishing his tongue and ecsme.” Statesman, 27 Jamary
1852,

2gtatesnan, 12 May 1855. Bush accused Geines of swindling funds
vhile governor. He had paid himsolf ten dollars a day for being private
secretary to the Govermor. No refutation of this chargs was forthcoming.
Statesman, 5 May 1855.

3Bush to Deady, 21 April 1865, 0.H.S.
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plekayune place.#®® 4t this point the location of the capitsl ence mors
assumed the aspects of a choice political plum to be had by the group
vith the greatest mumber of votes in the legislative dssembly. Its perm-
anency of location was not to be secure for some time to come, The move
considerably upset the Whigs who feared more Democratic gains and Vaig
losses.? p

As a final threat at Know.Nothingism before the elections wvere held,
Bush editorialized:

Mmong the thousand evil results of kmownothingism, is ome
which has come under the observation of all who have besn fam=
1liar with its members. It is filllng the land with distrust,
hypoerisy, deception and falsehood. The history of the world
records nothing that so blunts the moral sense, and blasts
truth and honor, ss this damning blight of kmowmothingiem, ...

The knownothing whig convention adopted no platform,
deternined to be committed to nmothing. Their game is to be ?

81l sides of all Questions, as suits localities and persons.

Throughout the campalgn, Bush had appealed for a statehood conven-
tion, for this item also was to appear on the ballot. This iszus lost by
415 votes, the move for statehood was lost by 869 votes in 1854, but the
Vhig-Enow-Nothing ticket elected only two members to the House and one to
the Council.® Bush vas exuberant in his victory sad boomed "Jo Lane for
President of the United States in 1856". Viva Voce woting was the weapon
forged and wielded by the Democrats to the near decimation of all of their

opponents. "We are for a State govermment at the sarliest moment it can

1bid.
33:!.:-&;, 21 4pril 1865.
ZPush te Deady, 21 January 1855, 0.H.S.

“Statesman, 16 June, 20 June 1855.



be obtained," declarsd the Statesman and continued throughout the year to
kesp this issus before the people.l

The United States (Congress refused to sppropriste funds for building
& capital at Corvellis and Bush, wearily, declared his desire to see the
location question settled once and for all.? By the end of the year the
logislative assembly had removed the sest of govermment back to Salem®
and on December 30, 1855, two wesks aftor the Capital vas established in
Salem, the Statehouse burned down. Also lost, according to the §tatesman,
were the Territorial Library, the laws, papers and archives of the
Territory.?

Popular opinion held that Corvallis imeendiaries were responsible,®
Bush implied that 1t might well have been Knowmothings.® The Oregonisg
smugly opined: "A% all events the democracy are solely responsible for
the loss." Bush exploded!

Enowing that a new press was on the way for his printing plant, Bush
delighted in tormenting the Orezoniasy and on the basis of a rumored move

by the Oregonian he suggested that, "somebody ought to get the Orezomian

Imm. 11 Mgust 1855, and suceeeding issues of the paper.

25tatesman, 14 July 1855.
3m 18 Dscember 1855.

4siatesman, 1 Janvary 1856. A miscellameous collection of territor-
ial papers is in the 0,H.S.

Sutt. B. Ieme, Sr. to Bush, 5 January 18656, U. of 0., Deady to Bush,
21 Jamuary 1856, U. of 0.

83tatesman, 15 Septemler 1855.



a mew dress. It is bdeginning to look about as dingy as it used to when
it issued from the old ramage that Drysr found in a dairy im Californ-

1

ia.%" Dryer returned & blast that nmearly rocked Bush overs

Sing « the Oreeeegoeni.an lying.ing.ing-g,

Dingy-ingy-gy sheet; Ba-m-amage-ge; ... Dryer

ryéreyorecrar-r-r;, Liar « ... Sing you rascals,

sing louder, LOUDER, LOUDIR, hoop, yell, SCREAMI!}

ftis the order of Msz.a.hsll Bush, you party choriaters.?

Bush, although talken back, menaged to remerk; "It is unmistaksble
that Dryer is crasy, and the Territory will have him to suprort as an
insane psuper from Nultnomah cmty." The attack on Dryer increased in
intensity becanse of lingering KnoweNothing Whig setivities and Portlamd
was & hot ved of them. It was reported that their activities were ine
oreasing once more in the morthera counties. Then too, Covermor Curry
had made some poor appointments and Bush publicly insisted that these
Enow-Hothings be replaced by good Demscrata.®

General leme, reporting from Washington, informed Bush that things
looked bdad on the national sceme, for the Know-Nothings and Black Repube
licans controlled the House, further, that the newly selected Speaker of

the House, Banks, was a BlackeRepublican Know-Nothing.5

istatesman, 15 September 1855.
2gregonian, 19 September 1855.
3statesman, 29 September 1865.

17 November, 24 November 1855, Petitions were circulated
throughout the counties, at the insistence of Bush, to demand the custer
of Know-Nothings.

Stane to Bush, 22 January, 2 Felrusry 1856, U. of O.



With the situation dark on the stateside scene, Bush determined to
realign the party in Oregom. Indeed, Deady had heartily recomuended "a
Cathartic and high toned tonic" for the party. It had been well purged
in the "location stampede of 1852 ani 2", but had picked up teo many
"inert and infected members. Heminding Bush that "political smputation
is your forte' he recommended immediste remedial techniques be applied.l
AJ. 7. Gagley vas singled out for the first blast, probsbly becsuse
of his extreme vulnerability. He was a Democrat but had been foolhardy
enough to defy the Clique and had opposed the Viva Voce law in the Assenm-
bly of 1854-55. His past made the thrusts eoxceedingly rare and when he
ran to the Qregonian for aid Bush began to salute the "Ningo Chief” in '
his column, According to Deady, Gazley hads
sometime in '52 .., had carnal knowledze of a squaw
against her will near the Canyon. MNr. Knott [wmidentified]
and other white men, vho were living mear at the time, were
appealed to by the said 'injured female', they visited Gazley
and give him the alternative of either giving the Squsw a pair
of blankets or taking a v%lpptu. He squirmed a little and
forked over the blankets.
4s previously mentioned, Govermor Curry was called to task by news-
paper articles and petitions, signed by faithful Democrats, which read:
To His Excellency:; The undersigned, Democratic and antie
Know-Nothing voters of Oregon, earnestly petition your excelle

ency to cause to be displaced all nembers of the Enow-Nothing
party or supporters of that party holding publie etation,

1peady to Bush, 14 May 1856, U. of O.
2p0ady to Bush, 20 March 1856, U. of 0.



divectly or indirectly under 'yiu. and that their places be
filled by competeat Democrats.

The actions of the Democrats in this instance have beem severely
eriticised, for, by and largs, these non-Demooratic approintees were mili-
tary appointees engsged in fighting an Indian outbresk in southern
Oresonf It was also demanded of Lane that Joel Paluer, Superintendent of
Indian Affairs for Oregon, sndi & Mr. Gerdiner, Surveyor Gencral, be
replaced by faithful Clique-ites. ILane had promiged time after time to
see to their removal® tut Bush privately remarked, "I have been d1sappoin
ted oo many times to have entire confidence in old Joe,"*

This failure of Lane, on many occasions, to heed Cligue demands res-
pecting political appointments had long besn & sors spot among the mem- .
bers of the Gligue, particulerly so with the triumvirate,5 Bush, Desdy
and Nesmith, The irritant had been at work since Deady's removal from
the judgeship. fThen too, Nesnith wes replaced without cause as

lww 17 November 1856. Issue of 24 November 1855 roports
that Curry will correct his faulty appointments and remove the Know-
Hothings from office.

%odnnﬂ. op. git., p. 82 is disgusted by the smallness of the
Glique in this matter. See also Qrezonian, 8 December, 15 December 1885.

B30k to Deady, 30 September 1855, 0,H.S., Bush to Deady 17 April
1864, 0,H.S,, Bush to Deady, 23 February 1856, O,H.S., Lame to Bush, 1
June 185¢, U. of 0.

43ush to Deady, 23 FPebruary 1856, O.E.S.

‘nunn Heury Overmeyer, e of 13
Deady, umpublighed Master's thesis, U. of 0., 1935, pp. 102-103.



Marshal,l Bush had often taken Lane to task and received avid protesta-
tions of good faith; Lame often using the excuse that Whig or Black
Bepublicanism foiled his attempts., Disgusted at the lack of action,
Bush desmanded & showdown, "I shall have a free talk with Lems ... I'll
b0 deewed if I am not going to know yhat screw is loose in the surveyor
general uttor."'

Lane met Bush at his office in Corvallis and promised to have both
Gardiner and Palmer removed.> Not until March of 1856 wes Iane able to
smnounce the removal of Gardiner s Surveyor Gemeral and the appoiatment
of Jobn Zieter, Bash's father-in-law, as the new Surveyor Gemsral.! Pere
bape this appointment sheds some light on the impatiense of Bush to have
gardiner removed. Democratic appetites were whetted on the fruits of
the office of Surveyor Gemeral. "Zieber turmed all the clerks all out
but one the day he went in, The one will be retained only a short time. 5

This success failed to assuage the discontent the Cligus folt im
regard to lane, however, and when Lane falled to gain am appropriation in
Congress to pay Bush for Territorial printing, explaining that "Black
Republicans prevented him", Bush remarked, "Likely!" and privately remark.

1ane to Bush, 3 December 1854, Us of Os
23ash to Deady, 12 September 1855, 0. E. S.
3push to Deady, 3 September 1855, 0. H, S.
41ane to Bush, 17 March 1856, U. of O.
Spush to Deady, 4 May 1856, 0. H. S,
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i that Lams evidentally planned to hold this over him ss a checkrein.}
Zane told Bush that: "I am swrprised and wortified to find, extensive
grumbling and complaining from many persons in differemt pruom'ot the
Perritory about the appointments which have been lately made."® Bush's
opinion was short and gruff: "Goddamm old Jo's appointments?'® and these
sentiments vere echoed by Deady, Wesmith, McOraken and others.

Lane must iuva realized that the situation demanded ewift and over-
powering action on his part to soothe the disgruntled Clique. His person-
al following was surely greet, and he was idoliszed dy the public as
Oregon's greatest figure.

Bush felt this adwiation had given Lame delusions of grandeur and
caused him te try to establish a personal "lLane party", At any event,
Lame retwned to Oregon for the eampaign of 1857, reneved in vigor and
fairly cozing cooperativeness and chawm. Sceptically, Bush watched and
then remarked: "I think we got old Joe square on the yplatform this time,
and got him whers he cam't play good Iord and devil in the same breath.
He is helping the local orgsnization some this time, & thing he has never
done hefore. d

Lpush to Deady, 11 October 1856, 0.E.S.
214n0 to Bush, 3 Pedruary 1855, U. of O.
Bpush to Deady, 21 ipril 1885, O.H.S.
“Bush to Deady, 19 Nay 1857, 0.H.S,



Having sugcessfully met and subdusd threatened insurrection at the
top level of the Demoeratie orgamization, Bush was in no mood to tolerate
small bolters in the party, his patience was at an end snd the lash fell
in rapid succession upen reecaleitrant or flighty Democrats.’ The efforts
of Bush and the Clique were not umrevarded for the successes of the 18567
election were the greatest ever achieved by the Democrats. The victory
was the nmlt'of accepting the Clique produced Territorial platform and
candidates who had vigorously stumped the Territery defemding it. ILane's
najority was the greatest yet® and finally the Democrats had secured &
majority, a 5,513 plurality, in faver of a statehood umnttcn.‘

The Demoerate looked forward to the statebood of Oregom with conside
erable enthusiasm. Teoo, Cligus members were now largely in control of
lugrative and powerful Territorisl positions; Nesmith had been eppointed
Superintendent of Indian Affairs,® Zeiber was Surveyor Gemeral, and othe
ors of the faithful retained influential positions in the government.
The obedience to Fush snd rigid Cligue contrel may be elearly indicated
by quoting & reselution passed in lLems county in 18561

Besolved: That we will not make any party issues on men
but will gstand on principles, and we consider they who oppose

lgtatesman, 24 March 1857, 5 May 1867, 12 May 1857.

?statesnan, 16 June 1857.

’m 30 June 1857. (Charles H. Carey, The Orezon Comstitution,
op. git., p. 21, quoting the same issue of the Statesman gives the plurale
ity as 5,9%8.

Sgtstosmsn, 31 ey 1857,



the Democratic party because they hapoea not to 1like Bush,
Delazon Seith, or other members » a3 disorganizers amd
enemies of Democratic principles.

4s evidence of his generous mabture and droad mindedness, in = f£1i%
of forgiving, Bush offersd:

VYo earnestly invite every Democrat who has been lured
from his party by corrupt and designing factionists, to come
up out of Babylon -. shake off the vile fetters which have
bound him, wash his hands of corruption, abjure his fanatie
ecism, venéw his alliance to the party, and e forth in the
bright sunshine of God, & man and a Democrat.

'8tatesnan, 27 ey 1856,
“Statesman, 10 Juns 1856.




CEAPTER V

THE RBACTION IN OREGOE TO NATIONAL AFFAIRS;
PHE NEGRO QUESTION DESTROYS THE CLIQUE

From the carliest times, Oregon had maintained a neutral attitude
toward Negroes. Ishabited as it vas by men from all portions of the
United States, it had maintained an aloofmess to emy comnection with
Negroes and in its Provisional and Territorial phases slavery was refused
admittance to the territory by the Orgamic act] even free colored men
wvoro discouraged from emtering or settling in the Territory., Wodvard
reports that a special act by the legisiature of 1852.53 was required so
that a favored colored man, one George Washington, might reside in the
ferritory.

The attempt was made to awoid any involwenent in the problem of
Hegroes, free or slave, Oregon preferred to have none at all,

The Missouri Compromise of 1820 had insured Oregon as a free terri.
tory and discussion, pro or con, on slavery in Oregon was conspicuous by
its absence until 1854. The Eansas.Nebraska bill ereated an alarm in
Oregon that scattered to the winds the comparative equanimity which had

narked politics in the territory. Hew aligmments were creatsd, old

lyoodvard, op. git., p- 89. See also Halenm Jean Poulton,
£ Oregon Toward Sl io 1865, unpublished Mas~
ter's Thesis, U. of 0., 1946.



n

friendships were destroyed and, as in the Nation, new parties were cre-
ated that changed the fate of all those inwolved.

Opinion in Oregon vas definite on the issue of popular sovereizaty,
as expounded in the Kamsas.Nebraska bill, and ¥hig conveations passed
resolutions condemning the prineciple, while Democratic conventions es-
poused the principle but reading into it the right to exercise selfegove
ernment, an end to all federally appointed officials.t

Bush had early been outspoken in praise of Stephen A. Douglas and
had met him while on his trip to the east in 1854.% (omplimentery edi-
torials, from time to time, commented on the attributes of Douglas and
his activities on the national scene. Bush now under took to support
popular sovereignty. He editorialized on the Eansas-Nebrasks Bill &s a
"Measure for Africen Preedom”, insisting there was no tendency to plant
slavery in Oregon contained in the bill, that slavery could mot exist in
Oregon singe nature had already excluded it, snd that nov the south should
feel relicved over the expungement of the hated line, 38° 30', end would
likely begin a progress of gradual -mtputon.'

Generally speaking, the Salem Clique held to the support of the
principles embodied in the Kansas.Nebraska Bill and Delaszon Smith stromg-

lyooavard, gp. git. Chapter VI is an excellent analysis of the ime
pact of the Kangas-liebrasks Bill en Orccom. It goes into more detail on
the subject than does this paper intend to do.

3‘ letter of introduction George H. Williams to Douglas is in the
Bush Colleection, U. of 0.

Sgtatesmen, 22 Mugust 1858,



1y defended thom in the territorial legislature of 1854-1865. The fight
against freeesoilers has been mentioned in Chapter IV, and vas fought in
conjunction with the battle sgainst the temperance group and the Knowe
Nothings. Thus the fight was carried through 1855. The Statesman took
eovery opportunity to aim cutting remarks at Dryor who nmow found himself
vithout & party. The Whigs were aying and a Republican party had sprung
up in Oregon in September of 1856 with the Argus, edited by W. L. Adams,
as its official organ.

To Bush, the Republicans wers merely amother front for the organiza.
tion his Democracy had always fought and Black Republicansin was just the
new face for the old opposition that had lately been marked as No Party,
Vhig, Tempsrance, or Know-Nothing.}

Dryer only gradually made the swing to Republicanism, but he imredi.
ately supported the 4grgus in anti-slavery articles. His support was so
sctive that Bush angrily demounced him for favoring "Nigzer Suffrage”,®
although this was mot the case. Privately, Bush favored the pro-slave
Lecompton constitution for Kansas and informed Deady that 4f he had been
& member of the Congress he would have voted in favor of it. His opinion
of Douglas was favorable, he believed him to be completely sincere and
%eorrect in principle®.’

l3tatesman, 19 September 1356.
2Statosman, 6 May 1856.
Spsh to Desdy, 12 Februsry 1883, 0.H.S.



The Sumner-Brooks affair in Congress was reported to Bush by Lanet
and when Lane served as Brook's second in a dusl, hta-mrtofmm-
slavery faction was publicly proclaimed. The Oregonian viclently objected
to this aisplay 28 prejudiecisl to Oregon's chances for statehood.®

The pressure exerted on Oregon's political parties by the guestion
of slavery mmou: gave the impstus to movement for a statechood cone
vention and brought forth the great majority im faver of a Constitutional
Convention for 18567. It further seems likely that fear of a recurrence
in Oregon of the Kansas civil war must be prevented, and early statshood
posed the solution.

Throughout 18566 Bush had maintained at his paper's masthead Bughanan
as the Democratic nominee for the Presidemcy. In mid-July lane had ex-
pressed doubt that the morthern states would support Buchanan and further
felt that his election would definitely divide the union of the states.?
It was vith great jubilation that Bush amnounced Buchanan's victery and
his election to the Presidency.®

The support, by Bush, of this pro-slavery camdidate plus the affil.
iation between Bash and Lane, since the latter had exhibited his feelings
in the Sumer-Brooks episcde, csused Quite a degree of dissatisfeaction
among many Democrats with free soil tendencies. Because of this a

liane to Bush, 39 May 1856, U. of Os
29pogonian, 20 September 1856.
3ane to Bush, 18 July 1866, Us of O.
#Statesman, 16 December 1856.
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mumbey of bolters from the Democratic party made clear their intentions
early in 1857 and, from Jaauary to March, Bush kept uwp a constant stream
of abuse against them in the columns of his newspaper. He was particular-
ly abusive against those bolters who had failed to vote properly in the
wvarious county conventions ani he aecused them of "lying and lrnu'.l

Haturally, Bush's proscriptions against the bolters drew counter-
charges from mmm the Argus (vhich Bush ususlly lampooned as
the Airgoose) of overbearance and Clique rule.? The Statesmen demied
this, saying that "any men can belong te the Demccratic party, organized
as it 1s, or not, just as he plesses,” however it was added that if the
majority chose a candidate ths minority should acquiesce.®

Meantime the Cliqus had once more settled upon Lame as its candidate
for Delezate becsuse of his popular appeal, although it would have pre-
forred ¥esnith, Delagzon Smith or Deady.

Bush evidentally felt that he had the bolters under control, for he
informed Deady that "Everything is going well at this gend of the Cli-
que's government. How is it with your 'Cov Counties'?"® the more serious
problem of supporting the pro.slave forces im the party was also discussed.
Jo Lane had informed Bush that the pro-slavers had plamned to buy up the
Stendapi and to cpenly publish a pro-slavery newspaper unless the
Statesman begen to support them, Paradoxically, Bush remarked: "Jo
bolioves it, but I think it &s all bosh." Still ho asked that Deady

lgtatesman, 24 March 1857.
m and Argus issves for March and April 1857.

3gtatesnan, 38 April 1867
4pash to Deady, 10 March 1857, 0. H. S.



submit letters for publication "in favor of & slave state", and urged,
"Borry them up, or rather hurry up the first of the series. Vrite sever-
al of them. Don't fail in this."l

Hers we are faged with the problem of determining Bush's own opin-
ions on the question of slavery. It seems likely that he personally
cared little either way, he had many friends who were at opposite ends of
the argoment M,ﬂf he retained them all. Judging from his letters and
editoriala it would appear that he was agrecable to slavery as an insti.
tution, certainly he defended it as an institution guaranteed by the i
Constitution, but he must have felt that it would be far better for Oree
; gon if any and all referesmee to negroes was prohibited. Deady was an
open exponent of slavery and campaigned throughout the Territory proclaime ;
iag it, It was felt that Desdy's "run on niggers would run him into
the ground,"® but such was mot the case, for he was slected prosident of
the &n‘ltitﬂhul Convention.

In order to clarify the stand of the Democrats on slavery, Bush pub-
1ished an editorial which must have contained much of his own persomal %
belieft

The demccratic party has been called the pre-slavery

party. 48 a National orgemization professing to stand on

ground as broad as the Union, it has been charged with leaaning

to the South whemever the North presented & political issuse.

The demoeracy sccept and defemd the Constitution as it is.

They recoinize African servitude as one of the institutions of

gur country, which, in common with others the Comsiitution

was ordained to protect. They declare the extension orf non-
extension of domestic slavery te be wholly within the control

1big.
2picherd H. Desrborn to Bush, 24 August 1857, Archives.



of those whom it directly interssts, and are ready everywhere
to protect its rights and to secure its constitutional privi-
leges in those States where it lawfully existe.

Under the Constitution the democracy assert that the north
eannot interfere with slavery in the south, nor deny its exten-
sion to the Territories, and that the ur&h cannot extend slave
ery to the morth nor to the Territories.

Mvare of the importance placed upon the attitude of Oregon by the
Congress, for the statehood bill was pending, Bush asserted the indepen~
dence of the Oregon Democracy.

Democratic and Fatiomal papers in the Northern States,

in commenting upon the vote of Oregon, should bear in mind

that g majority of the electors of this Territory have been

born and bred in the Southern States ... . Let mot black

republicanism lay the flattering unction to its soul that we

are free soilish here. We are as far from that as is Calife

orais, or Virginis. 4nd we will send & democratie delegstion

to the Bational Congress of the California and Virginis stempl

Oregon turned to the business of electing its territorial officers
with an uneasiness bred of the slavery problem and the threatened disune
ion on the national sceme, but with a determination to bring forth a
Constitution that would ganide Oregon when she gained her much-sought-after
position among the other United States.

The aforementioned majority in favor of a statehood convention was
no sooner tebulated than work was begun on a Constitution. Meeting in
the Salem courthouse 17 Mgust 1857, the delegates elected Judge Matthew
P. Deady as president and he and Delaszon Smith dominated the discussion

in the writing of the Constitution,’

lﬁm 1?7 Novemier 1857.

2

ibid.

3carey, e Orvegon Gomstitution, ope oit., p. 3%
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Bush had, for mmy yoars, spoken inm favor of statohood and his paper
continued to ask that the Constitution be accepted in order that Oregon
might, the sconer, become a state.t

With the members of the Cligque at the helm a Constitution completely
uom to the Democracy was assured. The Constitution contained a
Blll of Rights which was based gemerally upon the National Bill of Rights,
t with some interesting exceptions., Article number thirty.one provided
that "White foreigners who are, or may hersafter become residents of this
State shall enjoy the same rights ... as native born citizens. And the
Legislative Assembly shall have the power to restrain, and regulate the
immigration to this State of persons not qualified to become Citizens of
the United Ststes."® Tus the future state might prevent the enmtry of
Hegroas and Negroes, Chinamen, and mulattos were specifically denmied the
right of suffrage.®

Because of the partisanship exhibited in many of the dsbates during
the creation of the (omstitution, Bush felt called upon to editorialize
over the freedom of the Democratic members in the conveation. That the
Clique ruled is obvicus despite the protestations of Bush, who also
gerved warning to those Democrats that might be tempted to desert the

party.

29 September 1857 earried the proposed Comstitution and
urged its acceptance.

'g Constitution of Oregon, see Carey, gp. git., p. 403.
%1vig., . 05,



In the late constitutional convention were democrats
from -n parts of the Territory. Most of them for the last
six years read and listened to the opposition slangewhang
about 'party', 'Caucus', 'lash', 'Salem Cligue', &c, &c.
ese VWell, they heard this same thing over again, day after
day, in the convention. Aind they had & chanee to ses how much
‘caugusing!, 'cliqueing', smd 'lashing! there was. And there
was as much as there ever was ... . Memlers found here no
‘eligue! or persons secking, or desiring to control their
action, or their votes .., « None ever existed here. The
only 'Salem (lique! that nov exists or evor existed, consists
of the regular, hard democratic orgmmization and perty. It
extends all over the Territory, has members in every gection
ea. It i3 an extensive and powerful cligue -. this demoeratic
party is. Grumblers, carpers, softs, soreheads and falsificrs
had h"oi get off its track before they are run over and

.o

That theore was no excessive grumbling smong Demoeratic memdors of
the Conventionm 1s & tribute to the efficlency of the well-oiled machinery
of the (ligque and its ability to gain its ends without sacrificing party
wity.

The Constitution was placed before the people snd voted on 9 Novem-
ber 1857. Iateresting emough, the bullots were srranged so that a voter
east his ballot mot only for or sgainst the comstitution, but for or
against slevery in the Stete and for or against free F¥egroes in the state.
The Oregon attitunde of "leave ¥egroes alone” as previcusly mentioned was
remerkably borne out by the results of the election. The Conmgtitution
wes gccepted 7,195 to 3,215, a favorable majority of 23,680 votes. Slave
ery was denied 7,727 to 2,645, or by a majority of 5,082, Prees Negroes
were alego proseribed, £,640 to 1,081; ruled out by a majority ef 7,850.3

lgtatesman, ¢ October 1867.
3w 22 Decomlor 1857.
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This aversion to Negroes of say status is remarkable, and yet it was the
reagon for the lapse of two years before Oregon was to gain statehood for
the Southern Senators in Congress held up action on it despite the proe
slavery tendsncies of the Territorial Delegate Joseph Lane.l

In the same issue of the §tatesmaén, that ammounted the official
tabulation of the vote on the Constitution, appeared a call for a State
Convention over the signatures of the Democratic Central Committes, which
included Bush, Nesmith, Delazon Smith, and Chadwick.? Candidates were
needed who would support the Democracy, end to assure Demoeratic control
in the expected admission to statehood aggressive attemtion to detail and
organigation was the order of the day.

To answer the challenges made by the Oreconisp (Dryer was a member
of the Constitutional Convention) and other epposition papers, Bush
issued a justification of the Democracy that also sesmed to call to the
voters attention the bltl!tnp of Democratic rule.

We have heard a continual hullabalog in Oregem on the

part of the opposition -~ press and party -- about the conduct

of the democracy, or the 'Salem Clique'. They heve been

unceasingly charged with every specles of migmanagement and

wrong. ever since the orzamisaetion of the Territory e

from == its affairs have been under the exclusive

control of this democratic party, or 'Salem Clique'. The
success of that party or 'Cligque!, which mesan one and the

"m constitutional and lsgal argumemts om the Oregon Constituttion
are able presented in Carey, gp. git.

2g¢otosman, 22 December 1857.

‘m Oregon Territory was created 13 Jmgust 1848, see Dan E. Clark,

The West in fmericen History, New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1937,
P. 491,




same thing, hus been unbrokem. The confidence reposed in
them by the people has never been shaken, That is something
at lsast, of which the 'Salem Olique', alias the democratic
party, can justly point to with pride. They can also, after
& seven or eight years administration, point to a Territery
out of debt, with momey in her Tressury. ... Mnanelally,
no Territory or State in the Union is ia a more prospsrous
condition than is Democratic - 'Salem.Cligque' governed
Oregon. Sarely, there must be some mistake in the represen.
tations and howlings against the party in power. Their agents,
as public officers have eertainly acted honestly, prudently,
with judgement, and for the dest interests of the psople. 4And
the people, in turn, have wisely committed the government to
them, snd passed, unhesded, the eroakings of disaffection and
falgehoods of all the piebald opposition. And, as
it hag been, will it continue to be.d

¥ith these tender musings, Bush opened the New Year amnd 'ilbd“ ons
and all the Season's Greetings.

Evidentally there was consideradle feeling contrary to the proclams.
tion of Bush, for in April of 1858 a group of Demoerats met at Rugense,
termed themselves "Hational Democrats” and intemded to mominate opposition
candidates to the men chosen by the Salem Clique. Some of these men had
once basked in ths light and enjoyed the blessings of the Clique, but for
one reason or another had since lost favor. Nine of these men called the
meoting and represented most of the Territorial countiest Wm. M, King,
Multnomsh; J. H. Slater, Benton; Nathamiel Ford, Polk and Tillamooks
Thomas Scott, Yamhill and Clatsop; F. A. Collard, George Rees, and S. F.
G111iland, Olackanas; William Allen and 4. Shuck, Yeshill.?

This movement presaged the greatest and most damgerous split that
the (ligue had been forced to face. In the zroup were some proeslavery

1m. 5 January 1858.
%Md. 2. Sites Do 128,
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men but, Bush, facing a serious threat to the Demoeracy deelared:

A few of the 'Hationals' are gecrotly and privately
endeavoring to work upon extreme pro.slevery menm, by telling
thes that this 'mational' is zsglly a pro-slavery movement

+es » This double dealing is s choat and & fravd. We
wvarn pro.slavery democcrats mot to be uhiod by mu nnn-
coated lies ... it i3 an avolition psrty!

A dangerous situation called for strong measures and the Rugene
movement regeived another hate.laden charge from the pages of the

Statesman:

There are a dogen, or so, sorehsads perambulating the
county, endeavoring to spread disaffection, and lure democrats,
vith ons lie or emother, from their party., They offer offices
in order to gein support and tell men that they haven't been
appreciated; that the Salem Clique has kept them down., ILook
about you, over the Territory, and you will find gvery single
gorchead, diz and little, who has joined, or is expected teo
Join, the Bugene faction in the emdeavor to disorganize and
dofent the democratic party, is & disapcointed office-gecker.
«or Had mot the democrats turned out Amory Holbrook and Joe
Meek, does anybody suppose they would heve joined the Bugene

‘national! faction? .., If the demoeratc had mot removed
Col. King from office for drunkemmess, does anybody imagzine he
vould have joined themf ... Not & bit of ity If the 'Salem

Cligue' had placed and kept them in office, they would mow
have been shouting, 'Great is the Salem Cligue'.?

More than a grain of truth is embraced by this editorial, and Bush
kept up & running fight with this group throvghout the cempaign of 1868.3
Because of the inherent danger in the situation, the Cligue was sguin

lststegman, © March 1858,

3gtateanan, 16 Narch 1858.

3push ridiculed the "Hationals" at every turn. They chose Colonel
James K. Kelly, an opronent of the Viva Voce Bill and a bolter as their
candidate for Congress and slated to run against Lafayette Grover, the
choice of the Salem Clique. Statessan, 30 April 1858.



forced to settle upon Joseph lsme ss their candidate for Senator when the
first Democratic convention for the momination of state officers met. Te
the chagrin of the Cligue the Bugens faction also settled upon Lane as
their candidate for the Senate and this faet, in part, accounts for Bush's
fear that lane was well under way in the creation of & personal party
which would follow him in amy election.

Be that as it may, & more pressing and threatening danger faced
Bush and the Clique when the ¢andidates chosen by the Hepublicans, who
were warmly supported by the Argus, and somewhat more hesitantly support-
ed by the Oregonian, withirew from the elections, gn massse, the month
before the elections.) This unexpscted action placed the contest between
the hards and softs and it was realized that the WhigeRepublicsms would
alizn themselves with the softs at the pools to defeat Cligue rule.
"Republican organisation had for the time largely disintegrated in the
face of the gemeral desire to help overthrow Bush and the Salem Clique."?

The fortress held, mor could the combined forces of softs and repub-
licens sheke down the throne of Bush. On 6 July, the §tatesmen carried
the offieial returms, the hards had elected 12 atate senatora to 4 "black
republicans® and 37 members to the House while ths "black republicans®
managed to place only 7 men there. Also the State ticket had been swept
iuto office and included Bush as State Printer although his majority was

Yyoodward, gp. git., v. 136, see also Argus, 22 May 1858.
Zyoodvard, gp. git.s p. 187



won by a scant 400 votes.t

The Statesman of 32 June 1858 was the last issue to carry the idemt-
ifying masthead, "Salem, Oregon Territory"; begimning with 29 July 1858
it read "Salem, Oregon". This was based on a reprinted article im this
issue quoting the Jew York Herald which erronsously reported that Oregon
had been admitted to the Union on 18 May 1858.

This point of statehood for Oregon, as mentioned earlier, had beem
a prigzed desire of Bush amd the insbility of Lane to obtain the measure
granting statehood was the ground on which Bush finally broke with Lane.
The Oligue, motably the triumvirate of Bush, Deady, amd Nesmith, had long
besn dissatisfied with the appointments secured by Lsme and had been pare
ticularly incensed by the treatmemt they had personally received at the
hands of Lane: Their dissatisfactlon with lLane had beem the occasion of
gome bantsring between themselves and during the campaign of 1857 Deady
had written:

You geem to be up to your ears in the old fight. Killing
somebody off that Lane may be nominated; and @s soom as that

is accomplished the latter turns around and affiliates with

the vanguished and leaves the Statesman to besar the emmity

and heart burnings of the contest. Well possibly it will mot
always be 0.2

lgtatesman, 6 July 1856. A Democratic friemd, Butler P. Anderson of
Washington Territory wrote: "Accept my most sineere congratulations upon
Your triumph over the whols oprosition ticket, for they gll ran against
Jou." Batler P. inderson to Bush, 13 July 1858, U. of O,

2psady to Bush, 27 March 1857, U. of O,



When Lene informed Bush that he had failed to obtain a favorable
report through Oongressional Oommittees in order to pay Bash for public
printing, and then went on to 2libi his inability to obtain the passags *
of the statehood bill because of & last minmube press of business,! Bush
oiled his gums, checked the priming and swung them to bear on the pride
of Orogon, 01d Jo Lane.

The battle promised to be a fierce one and the eumities created here
did not pass off until the participants vere old men and far removed from
the field of politics.

Bush begsn his attack dy commenting on why Orogon had failed so
often to gain statehood. It appeared to that observer that in each case
4t had failed Imeause of the Delegate's failure to push it in Congress.
The Statesmen indicated a medium amount of unhappiness over this derilece
tion of duty sad failure to meet the trust imposed by the peopls.?

From this mild begimning Bush advanced through a series of progresse
ively more vehement attacks in which he charged that Lane delilerately
failed to obtain statehood so that he could draw mileage as a Senator
and as a Delegate. Bush charged that Lane drew over $20,000 for mileage
that he had never traveled. "The General does not deign to meet the
facts," said Bush, "at falls dack upon the assumed hold upon the people
of Oregon. This is = fatal mistake.™

In the meantime Congress had acted upon the statehood bill and Oregon

1:ne to Bush, 18 June 1858, U. of 0.

2gtatesman, 29 Decenr 1858,
3g4atosman, 15 Narch 1859.



bhad formally beem admitted to the Union on 14 February 1859, The elected
Senators, lane and Delazon Smith, and the Representative Lafayette Grover,
had previocusly gone to Washington City and from their close proximity te
Leme, the latter two swung to support him azainst the charges of Bush.
Grover offered to obtain an appointment &s ambassador to Bolivia for Bush
should he desire 1t! but Smith was mot so subtle. He warned that Push's
attacks against Lene were unfounded and were hurting Oregon's chances for
statehood® sad further explained that he felt obliged to Mact upen my
knowlsdge rether them your DeliefI” in respect to the integrity and abile
ity of lame.®

Wesdless to say, as far as Bush was concerned this mersly increased
the mumber of his opponents by one and one half (for he never sericusly
felt that Grover was a challenge). Support for Dush was nmot slow in
ecoming and George H. Williams asked: "What do you think of Smith's letter
== He sscms to be tickled to death with the ides of being Senstor. The
gemersl talk here [Portland] is thet he has 'turasd off% on the 'Salem
Cligue! mad you [and gome] in with Lane.® Willlsms, further, urged Bush
to write articles opposing Lane, and cited his ability to ruin Fratt

without encountering any trouble.?

1&"'3! te Bush, 18 January 1859, U. of 0.

Z5ith to Bush, 3 Pebruary 1850, written prior to the admission.
3
Ibid.

‘Gllrgo H. Williams to Bush, & February 1859, U. of 0. Williams had
besn the man to introduce Bush to Stephem A. Douglas on his trip east in
1854,



Trouble was in stors, however, for it was reported te Bush that linn
County (Smith's home couaty) was wp in arme over the Statesman's attacks
on lane., "rhey say Linn County will never consent to give up Delaszon,
that if Marion and Polk [counties) throw off om Delason, Liamn will throw
off on Grover and wl" .

In place of soft.peddling or ceasing his atteck, Bush laid on with a
vengeance and openly sccused Lane of attempting to build a personal party
in Oregon.

He viciously turned on the softs who had shown themselves in the
recent legislative assembly amd oried: "The whole conduet of the Lane
party in the last Territorial legislature was tyranmous and intoleranmt”.
He explained that this group had overthrown Grover and chosen Lansing
Stout® for candidate for Representative to Congress. Bush continued,
oninously, "And bitterly will Cen. Leme and hig friends regret the day
when they offered the Hon. L, F. Grover as & victom upon the alter of
their omeman party.* Delagon Swith came in for his share of the glory,
too, and was bitterly demounced for the part he had played in betraying

the Mmy.‘

ljoseph W. Drew to Bush, 15 Februsry 1850, U, of O.

Zgesmith to Deady, 25 dpril 1859, O.H.S, "You have doubtless hesrd
of the damnable outrage perpetuated by lLeme and Smith's friends in our
mis.called Democratic Convention. Grover wae sold out to gain votes for
Snith and I boldly demounced the dirty bargain in the Convention ... and
exposed Stout's KnoweNothingism ... "

Sstatesmen, 26 April 1859.
4gtatosman, 6 Mey 1850,



The split in the hitherto secure ring of the Cligue emsbled Stout
to win the election by a bare majority and Bush, furious at this loss of
his power, caustically condommed lLame for destroying the Democratic party
and sacrificing the unity and good of Oregom in order to gratify his own
porsonal desires.’ Bush had desperately wanted Nesmith to enter the fray
against Lane as & Candidate for Senator and Deady was in agresment. The
olection of Nesmith "would be & decided triumph .. over the Lame interest®?
but this was also incapable of accomplishment in the poisoned strife bee
tveen the Bush and Lane factions.

Even though Bush had opened an all out fight against Lane, had
Wproved® that Lame had threatened Smith with his hostility if Lian County
falled to vote against Grover,>
Snith and Lene in the columas of his paper,® the strong spveal that Lene
held for the public was too great and Asshel Bush suffered his first

and had smweared the private lives of

major political defeat.

The fight between the Dush and Lane factlons had been so severe that
in esucus, the Democrats after threc days of successive balloting and
pressuring had not been able to reach an agreement on the remomination of
a man to £il1 Delazon Smith's term in the Semate. Ths tvo groups vere

lmﬂ.mmamw.

2push to Deady, 12 April 1859, C.H.S.
3gtatesnan, 7 June 1869.
‘w 21 June 1859,



nearly equal and although Grover held & slisht edge over Smith, mo decis-
ion was reached and Oregon semt no ome to pair with Lane in the Semate in
1859,1 preferring to leave the seat opem until the 1860 session of the
Legislature.

The ri£t® sad the vietory of Leme cost Bush some subscribers to the
Ststesmen. His lieutensnts in the counties were given the names of these
people who were withdrawing and joining the softs.® The situstion became
worse and so many men, teking courage in the defeat of the Clique by the
Lane faction, withdrew their support from the Cligue and the Statesman
that a Portland member of the immer cirele was moved to ask, "What in
Bel is going to become of the Democratic party?"

The Republican party had been growing in organization throughout the
Territory and State and when Dryer finally gave it the full support of
the QOresonien,® an orgenisation was completed that lacked only em able
candidate to give it at least a portiom of the state offices. Such a mam
was found in Colomel E. D. Baker from California who was imported to

lsyatesman, 51 May 1859, See also Bencroft, gp. git., Vol II, p. 444,

2300rge L. Curry to Bush, 21 Pebrusry 1859, U. of 0., is a pathetic
letter, Lene asked Carry to pay all of his debts to Bush. Curry obviouse
1y feels quite swkward in his position as a go-between.

3ghubrich Norris to Bush, 29 June 1859, Archives.

Sghubrich Worris to Bush, 4 July 1859, Archives.

Syhe Qregonisn had mads mild overtures toward the Bepublicams during
1850, but in February of the next year he gave full supprort to this party,



perform this function.l Asshel Bush had mildly taksn notice of Republi-
can growth but had not wnleashed any attacks upon them; for his targets
were primarily the Lane-Smith group smd the newly established Qregem
Democrat, of Albany, vhich Smith had begwn in August, 1869, in order to
have & paper with vhich to answer Bash.® The Standard had become de-
funct in Jamgary of 1850 amd Bush, with ovident delight carried a motice
of its demise in his paper.’

Recogniging the inherent power in the growing Republican party, Bush
in folloving the line of a Douglas Democrat pulled closer and closer to
the line of the Republicanme. The effort to control snd guide the Douglas
Democratic faction against the pro-slave Lame or National Demeratic group
was an all consuming task, and the hatred between both Democratic groups
was greater than the dislike either felt for the Republicans.

As ovidence of this trend, Bush viewed the Dred Scott decision in a
decidedly un-Democratic view. He concluded:

The only decision made by the Court was that a Negro

could not bring & sult in a United States Court. The several

opinions in addition u-pru&u certain dicta, not possessed

of the binding force of Law.

Offerings such as this may have been slanted to cateh the eye of the

Republicans if such was the plan of Bush, although no supporting evidence

1. W. Davemport, "Slavery Qusstion in Oregon", Qregon Historical
Vol. IX, Number 4, pp. 338-341.

'm 2 Mmgast 1869.
Bstatesman, 11 January 1850,
“3tatesman, 10 dpril 1869.



can be found to prove it. Surely Bush realized that the Republicans held
the balance of pover botween the two Democratic factions amd previously
the softs had allied with the ¥higs and Republicans in am effort to break
the ironclad rule of the Salem Clique.

Baker, it would seem, took the initiative for the rapprochement. He
gpoke to the Marion (ounty Republican delegation, who had met to mominate ¢
candidates for the legislature, and "counseled against making nominations
snd in favor of voting the Bush ticket." It was decided that the only
way for a Republican to gain a seat in the legislature, for Marion, was
through an alliance with the Salem Clique.

In order to feel out the Salem Clique, T. W. Davemport approached
Benjamin P, Harding and an agreement was reached after further consultae
tions. Later, a spokesman for the Lane faction, after learning of the
meeting asked:

'pid you sell out to the Bushites!
‘Surely we did not.!

‘Well, vhat did _you doT!

We bought in.12

Sinilar agreements wers reached betweocn the Douglas Democrats and
the Republicans in the other counties. The "msetle Hoads," as Bush

termed the exponents of hu.z were in an extreme state of anxiety at

lpevenport, gp. git., p. 348, Davenport was present at this discuss-
ion and, as we shall gsee, was the go.between for the negotiations in
Marion County.

21bid., po. 349-351

3paig., pe 347,
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this change of events and Judge George H. Williams went into Smith's own
Linn Gounty to Ybeard tha lion in his den'.] 7he twe men canvassed the
county together, sharing the same bedrell at might, but while this was
going on, a secret caucus of Democrats and Republicans determined to rem
one Barton Crul, "a rebid Democrat" with demogogic appeal, since it wss
determined that he alone could demand and obtain emough support to defeat
any Lene-Smith man in Lian Gousty.?

The agreement made in the caucus guaranteed that if their men were
elected to the legislature, they were to vote for "Col. Baker and some
Douglas Demoerat for United Ststes Senators."® Of the four members to be
elected, one was a lane-Smith man, and he wvas by only a four vote majore
tty.‘

Bush was delerious in his joy and gleefully amnouwnced that the Albany
Demograt was politically dead? Swith, whom Bush mow called "Delusion,
served up an answer which shows that his close essociation with Bush had
not been in vain,

dsehell Bush who runs the Salem ssut machine, the clube

footed loafer Begss and Wesmith, the vilest and most loathe
some creature that vears the human fors on the Pacific Coast,

1 , Do 552. Williams address is reported to be in the
1907, March number, p. 22, but is unavailable. See
also Woodward, gp. cit., pp. 171172, who conversed with Judge Willians.
Zyeodward, op. git., p. 172.
g,
‘pia.
Sstatesman, 1 July 1860,



:ﬂ asserting that 'P are politically dead! Deadl! Never!
everl!] NO, Neverll! let these cutethroats, assassins,

marderers and their bastard vagsbond allies in this county,

pub that in their pipes and smoke itl1!!l

The rantings of Smith were contrary to fact, however, and from as
far avay as San Francisco it was apparent that the bolters were not to
sweep the field as they had nearly done the year before. A friend of
Bush wrote, "Alas for the Lene Society -~ they have flickered.” He also
told of hearing that Lasme, in Washington, had tried his best to injure
Nesmith by having his sccownts (as Indien Agect] suspended, but that he
had been unsble to do so. "Lane was told in Washington that his treate
ment of & man like Nesmith would mot do him any good."?

By confining his efforts to the campaign over the State Legislaturs,
rather than entoring the Statosman into the arguments for or sgeinst cen-
didates for national offices, Bush, in conjunction with Col. Baker, was
able to thwart the aims of lane and Smith. The "Bushites" or Douglas
Democrats won 18 seats in the legislature and the Repudlicans gained 133
thus, the 19 seats won by the Lane Democrats left them in an unenviable
position.

When the legislature met on 10 September the test was on. It will
be recalled that no ome had been elected to fill Oregon's second Senatore
ial goat vhen Smith's short term expired in 1859. WNow, all attention was
settled upon the Senatorial contest, and the bargain struck between the

Cligue and the Republican group paid big dividemds although it, in

Lyooawsra, op. git., quting an Argus, 21 July 1850, reprint of the
Democrat's sssertion.

2y. S. Barhart to Bush, 6 March 1850, 0,EH.S,



conjunction with the tremendous emotional and philosophigal conflict
encounted with the outbreak of the War betweecn the States; was to break
the Democratic party and csuse the downfall of Asahel Bush as the party
master and political boss of Oregon!

Bush, already deeply concermed over the growin: tension and temdency
toward conflict, had urged that in order to maintain a cala government on
the nationsl front Oregon select two "non-intervention® Semators to the
Oon‘nu.l

Although Bush was accused of treason, and worse,? the Lane group
lost the orgamisation of the Assembly whem B, F. Harding was elected
Speaker of the House. In an attempt to prevenmt further suscess on the
part of the coalition, six State Senators left the meeting emd hid out teo
prevent a quorum and thereby to forsstall the election of any "mon-intere
vention" Senmators from Orsgon. BHven though warrants were issued for their
arrest® they could mot be found and returnsd to the Assembly only after
Governor Whiteaker issued am appeal to thc-.‘

Fourteen ballots were required to settle upon United States Semators.
The dominance of the Cligue in the coalition is evident and Nesmith was

lgtatosman, 4 September 1860.
2Woodward, gp. git., p. 182.
Spavemport, gp. git., pe 383.
1ot



elected for the long term, Baker for the short.) Bush defended the act-
ions of the (ligue by showing that in order te elect Nesmith it was nece
essary to support either Baker or Smith; the cholce was obvious and in
addition, Baker was actually s non-interventionist too.2

Bush had been sble to thwart the Lame-Smith faction and to halt
Lane's attempts to create a personal m:.s but at what a cost! The
Oregon Democracy B;ﬂm and fell under the impact of disunlon on the
national seene, but the break had been made in i%s walls by the Clique-
Republican coalition which broke Lane's ambitions.

As the presideantial election approsched Bush adhered to his old
love, Stephen A, Douglas and rather ignored the Republican Lineoln inm his
desire to strike at the sectionalist, Breckenridge.? Bush was doubly
determined to fight the pro-slave group because Lane had been selected
as the viee-presidential cendidate and running mate to Breckenridge.®

lyoodward, op. git.s p. 183. 36 votes vere mecessary to win. On the
14 ballot Nesmith hed 37, Deady 22 (both Clique members) and for the short
term, Baker 36, Williams 20, Bameroft, op. git., places the election of
Nesmith and Baker onm the 18th ballot.

2statesman, 8 October 1860.

3556 Banoroft, op. git., Pp. 455-456 on Lane's desire to create a
Bepublic of the Faci

‘mm October and November issues 1860.

Syor a dstailed description of the mational and state activities in
this period, ses Boy F. Nichols, The Disruption of imorican Demscracy, New
York: The Maemillan Company, 1948. Pages 262-263 gives a vivid descrip-
tion of the Cligue-Lane fight in the Democratic Charleston convention.



In this contest a greater mumber of the state's Democratic papers
supported Breckenridge than Douglas,® there being six for the former and
four for the latter.

The implications of practicality made themselves felt im the Clique
however, and as it became more obvious that ome could either vote for
Lineoln and Union or Breckenridge and disunion. The Salem Clique, as
represented in the 'n:usl&l Demoeratic faction, allied onee more with the
Republicans in the legislature to eliminate the Viva Voce ballot law in
order that a Democrat might cast his ballot for Lincoln without openly
declaring to erstevhile friends and fellow-Democrats his action and intent.
This attempt was mot agreed to by Bush, however, and he avidly opposed
the repesl of the Viva Voce law.? To the humiliation of the Douglas men,
although the vote in the House was 18 to 12 to repeal the law, the Semate
failed to pass it as the result of a tie vote.®

Lincoln won the election in Oregon by 270 votes over his nearest
competitor, he received 5,344 votes; Breckenridge, 5,074; and Douglas,

4

4,131;% and Oregon faced the civil war, ostensibly a Union State.d

luooum. op. m.-. p. 186, pro-Breckenridge papers, Ualon, m
Hossburg Expregs, and
w_u mnmm» Statesman, Portland Times, Portland Ad~
and The Dalles Mountaineer.

2gtatesnan, 5 November 1860.
Zstatesnan, 19 Novemler 1860.

4statesman, 3 December 1860.

Bgge Bancroft, op. git., Chapter 18 amd Davemport, op. git., for a
complete dlscussion of "rebel" activities in Oregon. Also Poulton, op. cit.
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When the news of hostilities reached Oregom im April, 1861, Asshel
Bush actively and constantly supported the Unionm, but he took issue with
Lincoln over his seeming interference with his generals,! although he had
sarlier remarkeds

Mr. Lincoln alone, of the great aot;u in the drams, is without
any incentive to ordinary ambition,

The war, with all its rencor, fallsd te injure the grost friendship
and high regard that Bush and Deady held for each cther and they contine
ued to eorrespond throughout the war and after, with all the joviality
end profenity of old. Deady's pro-slavery tendencies caused him to be
elected a delegate to the (harleston Convention im support of Leme amd
Breckenridge.” Bt even this perfidy seems mot to have strained the
feeling each man had for the other, perhaps tecause Deady did not attend
the convention.

When the news reached Bush of Joseph Lane's attempt at persomal
agzrandisement, to create a Republic of the Pacific, he wrote Deady:

"I always knew Jo was intemsly selfish and penurious. But he is a more
dishonest and a mesmer creature than I ever supposed him to be., He is a
liar snd & knave both."® Thus Bush finished with Lane uatil late in the
1870's when he gave him money to help him rum for the state senate.

lgtatesman, 29 September 1862,
Ugtatesman, 21 October 1861.
so'nrnm. op. git.s pp. 122-124,
4push to Deady, 3 Jamuary 1863, 0,E.8, For a discussion of the Repube
1ic of the Pacific see Bunecroft, gp. git., Vel. I, Dorothy Hull in Oregom

[ oF. Vel. 17, Sept. 1916, and Joseph Ellisom,
Yol. 3, December 1930.
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Throughout the period, 1860 to 1863, Mre. Pugenia Bush was ailing
and her illness preocuppied the mind of Bush almost to the exclusion of
any other matters.’ She died 11 September 1863 and left Bush to care for
the four children, BEstelle, Asshel Nesmith, Sally, and Bugenia.

In order to care for his brood and since the Democratic party was
now in disrepute, Bush left Oregon in Novemler of 1862 for San Francisco.
The unhealthy and fog:y veather led him to fear for the hsalth of his
chiliven, however, and he left for Los Angeles.? He kept ia touch with
the political scene, and in Fedruary of 1864 informed Deady he vas sure
General Grant would enter the political ring sgainst Lincoln as an
"iopposition? candidate.d

Barlier, Bush remarked to Deady that, "You will see the change in
the Statesman, Of course I still own 1t end may occasionslly writs a
little for it. I wanted to be rid of the druigery."® Action in the pol-
itical arena had lost its flaver for Bush, the degredation and disraption
of the Oregon Democracy vhan coupled to the heavy load of worry over his
wife's condition were more than even the zestful heart of Bush could
bear. He sold the Statesman in Wovemier 1863 and retired from active

lrne correspondence of Bush in this period contains referemce to
little elseand even when concerned with other matters alvays makes some
reference to her comndition.

2push to Deady, 15 December 1863,

3push to Deady, 20 Pebruary 1864,

43ush to Deady, 12 Mareh 1863.




political participation.

The tremendous organization that he had piloted through tortuous
years of opposition, internal emd external, this orgamization with hime
gelf at the helm which had controlled Oregon as a Territory and a State,
he had seen tremble and then c¢rash under the impacts it received from the
Jar that shook the entire United States as it tripped over the issue of
slaverye. ,




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

Nen of the ilk of Asahel Bush, pass, or rather push, through the
stream of 1ife all too infrequently. 4s an influence wpon the lives of
others, his worth is nigh incslcusble. fhus far this paper has cone
cerned itself only with the inseparable political and newspaper activie
ties of Asahel Bush,

Some five years after he sold the Statesman, he entered the banking
business with W. L, Ladd at Salem and the bank exists today, although
part of a chain now, and is known s8till as the Ladd and Bush Bank, even
though Ladd sold out o Bush in 1883,

A person with the imagination and enthusissm exhibited by Bush could
hardly help but leave his mark upon society and that the drive of this
nan Quickened the maturation process in Oregon canmot be doubted. The
Orgenization he created was recognized by all of his opponents as a fear
ful thing. They strove desperately for a dozen years to Ireach its
walls; but these walls stood until the chaos that rent the very nation
asunder pulled them down £00.

He showed the vay in creating from a young and inexperienced wildere
ness territory a state that was politically, ecomomically, and socially
prepared to sssume its place among the United States long years before it
444 and it is here, perhaps, that his greatest value lies. It is not the
intent of this paper to depreciate his conmtributions to society as a
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benker and philanthropist; these too, are important, but their impact was
felt upon a state already born and well matured. FHis greatest worth is
in the molding and creation of this state. He stood near while it vas
delivered from its Territorial status to that of Statehood and must have
gased with pride at the strong lusty cresture he had helped create. The
influence he was able to wield through the mow heavy-throated, nov silvere
tongued mm the mortar that bonded together the bulky stones of
a state's structure.

He valiantly took the side of the oppressed and was deeply concerned
over the Know-Nothing movement. In only one instance do ve find any
inconsistency in this temperament. This pertains to his attitude toward
Negroes, In 1889, long after the conflict was over he wrote:

1 never sympathiged with the negro question in any form.

I had no reasen to expect that Lincoln would omit any eppore

tunity offered by the war to strike at slavery, but when the

trend in that directioa towards giving him the ballot was

manifest, my ardor cooled. I considered them and now that

act was & crime against civilization and I have mo quarrel

with any act of the southern people to prevent the dominse

tion to the polities by that wote. I do mot think the negre

should be admitted to the suffrage morth or scuth, If the

white people can not properly govern without the assistance

of P" negro they had better abdicate and let the negro try

it,

These sentiments were not the result of hindsight or dissatisfaction
with Radical Reconstruction rule, for he expressed identical ideas in the
columns of the Statesman on 8 December 1863. Here he explained that he,
Push, "wouldn't destroy the govermment either to enslave or liberate

niggers; he believes it to be a goverament of white men <t

lpush to Deady, 29 April 1889, O.H.S.
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4s =n ardent Douglas Democrat he placed himself alongside many, many
others in imerica who saw in Douglas the personification of an Mmerican
ideasl. Nany times Deady and others tried to sway Bush from this stand,
feeling that Douglas had lost himself and the party, dut to no avail.

A fragment of a letter writtem by Deady to Bush in 1856 serves well
to express the feeling of (lique members for Bush. Wherever met the
Legislative bu-bin there was Bushe

I suppose you are exclusively engaged in piloting the

Llique of State through the shoals, hidden rocks and whirle

pools of a session of the assembly. Certainly the invention

of Parliament is on admirable contrivance to cover the mease

ures of government with & popular samction, but, it muat be

confessed that it 1s an instrument easily thrown out of tume,

and wvhen 80, almost impossible 'to tinker up'.

Deady concluded that Bush had done & mesterful job "During the six
years that you have 'printed snd mensged the concern,®l

Although a rabid partisan in the 1852.62 controversy surrounding the
seat of government guestion, Bush b first dy then angry, and
finally disgusted =s it continued to float from one Oregon city to anothe
oer. In reviewing the Capitol controversy he dryly remarkeds

¥eo would recommend that the mext Capital bduilding of

Orsgon, b set on wheels or erected on a wharfeboat ... 80

that vhen the caprice of our wise legislators aanually moves

tln.tonntbﬂutotlbmt. they may move the builde
ing with them.2

He could chide, abuse, laugh, threatem, and defy in the columns of

lpeady to Bush, 18 December 1856, Us of Oe
2gtatesman, 1 July 1856.
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of his paper. All these he did and more too. His following was admitted-
1y the largest in the Territory and he often shaped public opinion before
the people were aware they had an opinion.

In his later years he heavily influesmced the growth and development
in Marion County and, indeed, the whole Willamette Valley through the
financial machinations of his grest bank., ¥Wis influence on the state of
business can be Wum finsnciel dealings flowed out to all
sanner of business and comwerclel venmtures. The charter of "Wallamete
University" drawn up in the legislative act of Jamuary 11 and 12, 1853,
declaves Asshel Bush a Trustee of that Institution® amd either he or his
family has been directly concermed with the operation and wellveing of
Villsmette University for many years.

In 1884 he took ome last fling at politics amd was a member of the
N¥ational Democratic Convention which mominated Grover Cleveland for the
Presidency. BEe also served, in 1888, as chairman of the State Demccratic
Central Committee, but it seems that he made mo effori to reopen the long
closed traditions of the Cligua.

With his death on 23 December 1913, Oregon lost & man who had assoc-
iated sixtyethreec yoars of his adult life with hor political and economic
growth and developmente.

lprovisional Govermment papers, 1855, 0,H.S.
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