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INTRODUCTION COMPARISON TO THE CURRENT CHANNEL ISLANDS '“C DATABASE

Archaeologists working on the Northern Channel Islands of California have use changing frequency of radiocarbon-dated components The previous model plot (Figure 3) shows that short-term fluctuations in radiocarbon production can create false

through time as a proxy for demographic change (e.g., Arnold 1992; Erlandson et al. 2001; Glassow 1999). Fluctuations in the number of BIASES DURING THE LAST 2000 YEARS trends (or obscure real trends) in component frequency when dates are organized by averaged intercept.

dated components have been interpreted as demographic changes in response to climatic instability, introduction of disease, or social Averaged intercepts are modeled on the Intcal98 calibration curve (Stuiver et al. Attempting to increase chronological resolution by measuring component frequency in 50-year increments

transformation (Arnold 1992; Erlandson et al. 2001; Kennett and Kennett 2000; Kennett 2005), assuming a correlation between the 1998) assuming regular introduction, preservation and recovery of datable carbon exacerbates the problem. Model data are replotted in 100-year increments below. - 20

into the record. Average intercept frequency per 50-cal-year period is summarized

number of dated components and population size (see Rick 1997). Figure | depicts the distribution of dated components derived from
in the histogram below.
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